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On/March (L945) tlıe Soviet Ratiio oveüseas transnission in Turkish renarked that,
although Turkey had joined the Allies after giving liberal support to the Axis to
the very end, Turkish justice was now subjecting to a secret tria1 iı35 ıdeiocratsr4
who hatl worked to counter the evil 1nfluenc€ü of the fascists and their pan_Turanian
satellites; one of the accused was a Turkish woman writer whose only offence was her
conslstent protestations against the serving of the Nazi interests by Turkish raac-
tionartes. The tria1 of the pan-Turanians, the broadcast continued, was entlrely bogus,
sinc9 they were being protected by those very reactlonaries who were out to vtctimize
the 'democrats'.5

4 A u.s. press correspondent, reportirıg that they had presented denands for regular
electtons, pernissj.on to organize a genuine opposltion, and independ,ent trade unions,
eonınenteil on the Turklsh policeıs habit of regarding anyone with radical viewg as a
Communist (George Weller in Chicago Dail.v &E, 11 Nisan 1945). The Conmunlst nonthly
Moyen-Orienil horuever, afterwards stated (May 1950, s.10) that the accused belonged to
a lUnion of Progressive Youth', a ti.tle redolent of Communist infiltratlon tactics.
5 Cf. the sarcastic comment of the Daily Worker, t8 Apr11 Lg45, on the gentences which
had been passed on 29 March on sixteen of those accused of pan-Turanism. In October,
when Turkeyt s relations with the Soviet Union had so far deteriorateti that there was no
longer any/ /point in appeasing her at the pan-Turanians expense, the lllilitary Court of
Appeal cance}led their sentences, and they were a1l acquitted in a re-trial which lasted
from August 1946 to l{arch J-947 (Hoestler: ıTrends in Pan-Turanianismr' ga!ğ Eastern
Affairs, january L952, iii. 10-11).
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