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The Third International And South America

1.Introdırctbn

Ttıe effect of the Third or Communist Iııternational (CI) on South America has not ycı been sMied sııfficienüy
and üıe existing bibliogıaphy is quite geneıal in scope. Certain worts aıe based on üe C['s world-wide
orierıtation, as reflected in ttıe resolutions of is congresses, documents, eıc. These worts evaluale the und§uted
inilueııcç of thc Commıırıi§t Paıty of the §oviet Union (CPSU) on the Third Inrcrıatioııal. They also assass üıc
way in which üe deııelçmuıı of the Soviet Union's rıaiional and foeign policies were refl€ctod in the
Comintern's directives o Souü Americ& Odıer sodies oonoeııtıatc on üe local Communist parties. While, on
the one hand, ıhis segmerıtation has frıeqırnüy ıesulted in one.sided c superficial interpreaüons which fail to
gırıe a reliable aocounı of a pheııomenon which, from the point of view of the international communist
movement'§ geırral developmenç waı moı€ than the sum of is pars, on the other tnn( the local Commımist
parties' origin, developmerıL and positions cannot be explained exclusively by üe cenual organization's global
orieııtations, nor by how thesc wcıe inflııcnced by the Soviet Union's politics.ı

While ıhe Comintern was rctive, Soviğ forei8lı poticy was snuıgly influercod by üıe policies of ıhe
internatiorıal Corrımuist moyemenL Certainly the CPSU played a leading role in this movemenl but üıe
inilueııce of the regional South Americ8ıı Conmunist prties' peıceptions and practices orı üe moverıent's ge_

neral evolution and on üe USSR's politics üemselves tus not yet beetı examined sanshcorily. The histcy of
communisrn in south America caıınot be sepraıcd from üe coııntries' indiyidııal histories, their economic,
social and political conditions, nor from üıe aıticuluion of üıe particular ctıaıacteristics of each country's
}viarxist-Iıninist idcolog:y.

The vicissiudes of these prccesses mı§t be viewed in accordaııce wiü ıhe rapid changes precipiated
by üe jııncuııe of world and rwional conditions. The hisory of üe subcontinent between üe nıro wars waı
m8[ted by p,rofound social changcs and by aıı rcagnüıaıed economic and political insabiüty which was influ-
enced by üıe following frctos: the weakcning of ties with raditionally hegunonoıs Eıırçeaıı pow€nı,
particulrly Gıeaı Britain; an iırcreaso in ıhe united staı€s' diplomatic and economic iniluence; and the
emergcnce of suong ıuıionalig t€ndcncies. Alıeady in üe thirtias, iı view of üıe r4id rise of Hiüer's Germany
and Fascism, üıe histmy of §oıth Ameıica and the ıEgonal Commımist moveın€nğı was srongly detemıined by
üe interplay of blocs which şroııld later bccome Sccond Wcld War alliaııces.

All üıese frtors, whce coııplexity is self-eviderıt, should be taken into account in aııy atrempt to
describe coırcisely the develqment of the Commıuıist movemeııt in South America from the time of üe Russiın
Ocober Revolution ıp to the fmies.

2. Periods of ılu Coıııınıııisı Moveınent in Souıh America

In a first arempt, we can difrercııtiate six sages in üe development of the Communist movement in Souttı
America In ordero define üıese, iıi§ important tokeep in miııd üe afcementioned foreigı and national facon
which affected erch of üesc stages to a great€r or lesser degree.

The fırst can be labelld ıhe Foıııfutbn Sıage, exterıding ftom the time of the Russian Revolution up
to üe Fifth Cominterı Congıess, from 1918 io |Y2A. Fıom a historical perşective this rırst p€riod is mad@d
by all of the followinç üe consequerrces of the Fint World War, the riumph of the Bolstıevi§t revolution, the
expectatioııs aııd eveıınıal failıııc of the spııeading of the revolution o üe rest of Eııroıpe, the founding of the
Third Intğrnationat, ıhe Rııssian Civil Wr, the Wr Communisın, üe NEP,Irıin's deaüı, and the power struggle

ı The mosı reınartable general snıdies on Communism in Latin America are: Robert J. Alexander,
Coıııınııııism h htin Anııica (New Bnııısuıick, 1957); lvianuel Caball€ıo, Iı Interıacioııal Coınuııista y la
Raıolııci6n Laıiııootıcicaııa 1919-1943 (Cracas, 1987); RoUie E. Popıpino, Inıerıutioıul Coıııınıaıism in
Laık Aııuica. A History of tlu Mwmrnı 1917-1963 (i-ondon, 1964). In addition. refer to Hugo Mceno's
article "L'lnterrıationale Communistc et l'Am6rique Latine entre les deııx guerıes", AmArğıre, Latiııe,2t
(1985). On the USSR's influence in lJtin America refer to Stephen Cüssold, Soiet Relaıions with Latin
Aınerica, 1918-1968. A Docınıenıary Sıırvey (Iorıdon, 1970).
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in üe kreınlin
From a regional perşective, üe following events and issues consüEıt€ üe seuing which led o the

emergence of the fiıst Commımist parties: the crisis caısed by üe First World War, üe beginnings of
inüısriatization and ensuing p,roduction changes, the rise of labour and popular stnıggİes, and üe g[owing pre-
sence of the United Staıes. The prties emerged in the souıhern paıt of ıhe continenı, in countries wiü the
gıeatesı degrec of capitalist developmenu Argenıin4 Urugrıay, Chile, and Brazil.

Ttıe.§e countries had a ıelativçly developed sundard of ııöanizaüon and had experienced gıeat migraory
waves from Eıırope. Immigraııts made up the main working class contingent which had setüed on üe barıks of
üe Rfo d9 la Plata- Fıom üeir hoıe-cqıntrics üey had hought üe practical experience and ideological
traditioıu of üe Eıııopeaıı moyement, and ftom their rarıks emerged latin Am€ricı's earüest rade-union and
politicat laboıır organizatioııs. Evuı ıhough üe laboıır sectoı§' positions on the First World War and the Rusian
Rerıolution would result in int€mal divisions, which led to üe fcıııation of commıuıist parties, the communist
movement has is rooüı in üe inteoıal stnrcnıre uıd development of pre+isrcnt fmes.2

In their fiıst stage, towaıds the end of tbe First ıiı|orld \[ıar aııd in the immediaıe po§t_war perioü üıe
parties experienced incı€ased labour struggles as well as inrcrnal conflicts in üe process of defining their
positions towaıds the Third Internatiqıal and of establishing their organizatioıal §trucnıı€s and executive teams.

Aıı importaııt phaıomenm contibuting to the Cğıımıuıist parties' iniüal development and srengü was
üe powerftıl impulse üe Eııro,pearı revolutioııry processes gave to üe şread of lııfrıisrrı among latin
Americaıı intellecuıals. As for Argentiııa we can refer !o the socialist Josd Ingenieıo§, who acnıally sıüscribed
o positivist ideas, and to the l9l8 ıııiversity reform movement, some of whose initiaıors aıded up as
Communists. In Perrı, Josğ Carlos üıfaridtegui emcrged He separaıed himself from üe sodent moveıneııt which
eventualty became üıe pçulisı Atri§n. ltre would later forrı the initial lviarxist core of Perııvian Communism.3

At the time, üe C,ommunist paıties played a seıondary role in üe trade_union movements, except in
Chile. Even so, the event§ occıırring in Russia affected these movement§. For example. üıe Aıgentineaıı
Federation of Worters (Fedıraciön Obrcra Regioııal Argentiııa FORA), dir€cted by anaıchosyndicalis§, and
some Unıgııayan trade unions who stıared the FORA's poliücal teııderıcies, supported the Rıssian Revolution
They considered joining the Red Iııterrıational of Iaboıır Unioııs (RILU), headqııartered in Moscow, of which
üe chileaıı Federation of ltro,rters (Fefurrciön obrera chileııa| was alıeady a memberj

Bcnreen |YU and 1929 a secorıd sagc of South American Commıınisn devcloıped. This could be
describ€d as ğıe of crisıı aııd coııglidation fhom aıı interıuıiaıal vieş,point, üe following dcvelopmcns
served as a general framewat for üe parties' intemal political oıienutiqıs: the rslaıivc sabilization in üe
world, the riumph of Stalin's thecy of "Saialism in only oııe ooııntry", üıe elimination of intemal party
conflicts, prticıılaıly in rslüiğı to Tıotsky, and the spreaOlng of Commıınism o colonial and semi-colonial
regions. As forregional developmens, dııring these years the prties sııffered fuom ıhe incıeasedrivalry between

2 For the develo,pment of the laboıır movement in l_atin America see Vicor AJbr., Hisıoria dıl
Moümiena Obrero en Anılrica Latiıa (Mexico, 1964); and Carlos tvI. Rama, Hisıoia del ıııovimieno
obrero y social latiııoqıuricaııo contemporöııeo (Monteüdeo, L967». With regaıd ıo üe laboıır movement
and the develçmoıt of Socielisrn in the Rio de la Plata regoıı cf. Julio Godio, Historia del ıtıoümienıo
obrero ogentiıo, 188o1910 @ueıos Aires, 1973); Rubens Iscao, Ortgen y desanollo del movimiento
siıüical argentiıo @uenos Aiı€s, 1958); Fraııcisco Pinüos, Historb ful ıııovimiento obrero del Urugııoy
(Montevideo, 1960); Richard J. Walter, Tlıc Socialist Poty of Argcntiıu, 189ü1930 (Aıstin, 1977); and Josğ
RaEer, El movimicnıo Socialisn en la Argeuiıw @uenos Aires, l98l). Iscam and Pintos weıe important
communist leaders.

3 For information on Jose Ingerıieros, see the aforementioned worts of Watt€r aıd Raeer. With reşect
o the impact of üıe university refğırı movement, cf. Albero Ciria y Horacio Sanguineui, I-oş Reformistas

@uenos Aiıes, 1968). lr,tariAtegıi's beliefs aıe revealed in his booh Siete ensayos dc inıerpretaciön de la
realidad penuıa (Santiaso de Chile, 1955).

4 Comitğ Central del rc Aıgentino, Esbozo dc Histoia del Partifu Comıuıisa de la Argentiııo @uenos
Aires, 1947), pıp. 4849; Eugenio G6mez (eA.), Histoia del Partido Comunista del Urugııoy lwsta el aiıo
/95/ (Montevideo, 1990, fırst published in 1961), pp. 4146, 60; Eduardo Yiola, Recabaızen (Buenos Aiıes,
1971), p.268.
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üe USA and Greaı Britain as well as from their own countries' instiuıtiorıal fragility.
Aftcr üe Fiftiı Comintcm Congrcss, which advaaıed the Bolstıevizaıion of the parties, a Soııü

American Seçıeuriat was seı up, headqııartered in Buerıos Aires, with direct represeııtation from foın panies and
a repesentative from the CI's Execıiivp Commiuee (ECCD. In 1928 after üe crisis and reorganization of is
CP, Aıgentina's eıecutives playd a leading ıole in that Comminec. VicOrio Codovilla, especially, woııld be
influential in Moscow's cental organizaüons as ıhe chief Souü Americaıı Commıııisı advisor u the lftemlin
Early in his poütical caıecr Codovillıı s€om§ to have beeıı discovercd and supported by the Japaııese-born
Comintern meınbcr Sen Katayaını Togeüer wiü üe Hindıı }ylN. Roy, üey establisiıed the CJ headqıraners in
Mexico, travelling extensively thıoııgtout latin America5

The 1928 Sixth Cmıintera Congress sigıified a pivoal time for üıe evolıaim of latin America's
southerıı movemenl Bııkharin's leaderstıip in üıis world-wide orguıization confirırıed üıe Tıots§ist defeal
Buktıarin influerccd üe region througt Jules Hıırıbert-Dnoz, the ECCI repııeseııtaıive who was actively involved
in üıe laal parties' poticy linc discıssbng At this Congıtss üıe CI discovered Sqıü Amcricı In üc beginning
this region had brought up üc ıçar of ıhc wgtd-widc ıcvolutiorı, prtictürly in ıclation o Communist acüvities
in üe USA, üıe most developed coınry of üe hemişhere. But now, wiü the failııre of the Eııopeaıı rcvoluüoıı,
the escalation of social strııggles, the in§t8biüty of üe region, and üe importaııce and expansion of ıegiorıal
Communisı gıoups, it gaiııed a ıEw positio anong tip Comintcrn's pricities. Only in rehtion to oüer oeııtr€s
of ıevoluüoııary uırı€sı, particıılrly in the Ea§t did it sdıll seem thal Souü America was of secondry
importance. The development of Commııni§rn in China, the failııre of the 1927 iıuıırrections, and the break with
üe Koumintang prompted üe CI deiaıas on üe ctıaracteristics of naıional movem€ns and its accepunce of, or
confronaıion with, ücm in tbc context of thc anti-imperialist stnıgglc.

These debarcs influeırccd üıe cononts of üe fiıst l_atin Americaıı confereırce which took placc in
Buerıos Air€s in L929: Al ıhis cqıfereııce üe socio-economic characteristics of the region's countrie§ were
debated, especially of those coııntrics whic.h üe Ecııadcian leader Ricardo Paıedcs differenüaıed from colonial
or semi-colonial coııntries by labelting üeıı "dependentn, üe satrıe term wiü ıvhich lınin had ctıaıacterized
Argentina in 1916. This confererpe defind the rıanıre of these @untries' revolution as "deınocratic_boıırgeois,
agnrian, arıd anti-imperialist", a definition adopted earüer by üıe 1928 Argentinean CP CongıessJ

The agrarian qrstion caıne ııp as üe Ley regional issır. Invariably, one of the most ılifficult points for
üe CI had be€n to find a coınmo gound fc üe coasal ciües' laboıır movementsr linked to the wold ma*et
and üe peasant§ from the interior, eşecla]lly thce ftom the fuıdeaıı zone.

The debate on the rcial issue, which came up after the Penıvian lead€r lvirifığgui pıesented his
ıheories, revealed thc complexity of üis problen. Maridıegui affirmed the relaıionship betrveen anti-impaiatism
and üıe socialist ıevolution. wilh ıcgııd to the rrial problem,lviaridtegui connectcd the indigenoıs Irdian issue
o üe land issırc, particulrly in ıhose comries in which the indigenous lndiaıı popu|ation consdnıted a majuity.
His üeories werc criticized by ıhe Cominteın's ı€gonal executives who considered üıis rrciıl questioı similaı
to üıe one ğQated by the exigence d other national minciües, La Eııropeaıı immigıant§.

The confeıence polcmbs on üc anti-impoialist struggle and fuıglo-Amcrican rinlry in üıe ıegion -
issues repeatedly staıed as 8 priğity - §ignifi€d both a step foıı,ad in the definition of a cler theoçtical basis
uıd an aııempt to specify the ııniqııeress of Souttı American issues. These issues influenced all subsequent
vicissinıdes of the Communist movement in üe region and Iatin America's political evolution. One outcome
was, sev€ral decad€s later, üe Cuban ıevoluüon.

hradoxically, it was at üis time that the poücies of the so-called "üiıd p€riod" took the upper hand

5 Emiüo J. Corbiörç, Ortgiıus del coırunişıtıo argenrino @uenos Aiıes, 1984) , pp. 147-|75; Caballero,
La Internacional Comıuıista, pp. 51-52, 72-73,78; Alexander, Coııımunism in Latin Aınerica, p.33.

6 Cf. Secreuriado Sudamericano de la IC, El Movimiento Revolııcioııario Latiııoaııuicaııo. Versioııcs de
la Lera Coınıııista Latiııuııuicaıw. jıuıio dc 1929 @uenos Aires, 1930); aıü La Importaııcia de la Priıınra
Conferencia Comınista Laüııooıcricaıu. Resolucioıus Adoptadas por la müına @uenos Aircs, 199).

7 Caballero, La lruerıatioıal Coınıııisu, p. 87; CC del K,A, Ezbozo de Histoia, p. 64. Fo the
Aıgentinean CP's definition of the ctıaracter of the revolutiorı, sec: Rodolfo Puiggı6s, Las lzquierdas y el
Problema Nacioııal @uenos Aiı€s, 1973)i Jorge A. Ramos, El Partifu Comuııisıa en la polttica ugentina
@uenos Airqs, 1962); and OUo Vargas, El ınırxisıııo y la revoluciön argentiııa @uenos Aires, 1987). These
constiüıte üıree different versions of this üeme.
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boüı in üe CI aııd in the region. Staliı, ryposins Bıüharin's üeory on the stabilizatbn of capitalism, initiated
land collecüvization in Rıssia He did üis at a tiıne when, facing üe world crisis and reııewed rivalry between
üe main industriat powenı, thc USSR feged a new assaıılt and anücipated possible wr§. Thus, ıuged on by
these issues, üıe rise of Fascisııı, and the growing anti-communist sentiment in certain Scial Democraı secıo1ş,
üe CI initiated ıhe 'class against class" policy. labelling Social Democracy as "Social Fasci§m".

In South America üis viewpoinl was loudly voiced ımtil 1934, leading up ıo a thiıd stage of growing
Isolation. rn üi§ stage, the united ftıont's inilııence was limited o ıınafEliateıi labqır s€ctors in compeütion o
the reformist and populist foıces: Yrigoyenisnı in Argentina Batlism in Urugııay, Gıovisııı in Chile, Aprism in
Penı, aııd Lieuteııaııtism in Brazil. Tlıis suge was characterized regiorıally by the economic crisis and the rc_
sulting instabiüty, aııt by miütary and rcpressive coııps which gpaıly hindoıed Communist acüvities. The Souü
American secretariat of the cI şras dissolved in 1930, and its publication Ia concspoııdencia sııfu,ııuricaıa
(The South Americuı Coııcşondeııce) ceased to appear. As a result an uıdergıoıınd Soııth Americarı offrce
wiüıout otEcial headqııarters şıas formed- It ıvas headed by the "ex-Zinovievisı" Augısı Gııralskij. These changes
symbolized the Bı*tıarinists' aıd Humbert-Dıoz's keak from üe coıırse pıırsued by üe ıegional movemenl The
new cganization reafErmed sectrian trıeııds and this was reflected in the document s€ııt to atl the regional CP's
in 1932, dee,pening the sepraticı frorn ıeformist aııd natioııalist forces.t Atl this haşpened at a time when the
regional crisis was ending and imporant €conüııb, social and poüücal changes weıe taking place ıhe pıoc€ss
of industialization, ıhe developmerıt of the woıking c|ass, and the emeıgence of ııatbnalist worting and middle
classes rcnding to conform to potrıli§t moyemenB.9

The fouıtiı stage begaıı witlı the Communist movement's gencral changc of dirpction as a rcaction to
the rise of Fascism. Thi§ took siırye dııring üıe Severıth Comintem Congıess and wiü the rpş, Popıılar Front
policias. Prior o üe World Congıess, in 1934, a confererıce of Latin Americaıı lea&s ışintoduced üe struggle
against imperiali§m aı top pnority arıd discussed üe delineation of üe srategy aııd tactics needed for an agrarian
aııd uıti-imperialist ıevolution. This reııewed prıority was based on existing Cminterıı debataş on cıuıenı
international events: the popular frorıt in Fraırce, ıhe insurrection of Asuırias in Spain" and üe Jpaııese invasion
of Chinaıo

The Sevenü Congress erıdorsed an 'anü-imperialist front' policy for the colonial, semi-colonial, and
dependent countries, esüıblishing its link to the world-wide op prıority given to üe anti-Fascist struggle. The
inıernal cganizational rçsutt of üis new poücy was üıe reform of üe stanıes, offeıing g€at€r aııtonqny rı üe
local Communist parties. This in nırn resutt€d in a poiod of significarıt iırcrçase d Communist irıfluence in the
souüern part of üe cqıtinenı

In addition, the Iatin Americaıı Comınunists' contibtıüon to the interııatioal brigadas fighting in Srin
was sigııificanı But pahapo from a political vbş/point, becaıse of his funııç inflııcncc, the Argentinean lcadcr
Victorio Codovitla reereseııed a key elanuıt in üe developmeııt of Commıınism in tatin America As of the
early thirties, üıi§ higt Comintern official was one of the chief advisors of üc Spni§h CP. Codovilla's eı-
perieırce aııd poütical influence woııld be decisiııe for the poücies adopted by üe Argentineaıı CP in the

fgties.ıı
The develçmeııt of üıe ınw populr ftont policy was accoıpaııied by ciangas in üe execuüve teıım§

which dııring the preceding p€riod had advocatad "sectğiann tr€nds. At üıe samc time and wiüin üıe seuinp
of anti-fascist policies and the stnıgge against internal re,pression, üe way was cleged for poütical tendencies
favoııring democıacy's glıim 6rer anğ-imperiali§Eı. In üıis way the proşocg of an allianco wiü the anü-fascist
and überal secto§ of the taditional eüe iırcıeased" These tendencies serrıed o oııline tiıe ask in sectors of the
community which, wiüoıt denying üeir Fascist or pro-Nazi tendeııcies, continued o be üe Western Dernocratic
pow€rs' main support in latin Am€rica, eseecially the Anglo-Saxons. The current n,nonalist parties, on üe other
hand, perceived üe lauer as Iatin Aınerica's main oppressors.

t The Souü American BuıEau's document was called La lucla por el leünismo en Aıneica Latina
(Buenos Aiı€s, 1932).

9 See Caballero,Ia Inıerııacioıal Coınıııiste, pp. 55-59.

|o VIIdme CongrĞs Moııdial de lilnıerıutioıal Comıruıniste (Paıis, 1929).

'ı victor AIba, ği Potido Coınıııisn en Espaiu. Eıısayo fu interpretacion hisaica (Baıçelona 1979),

p. 134; Dolores lb6rurri, El Unico Caniıo (Mexico, 1963), p. 191.
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In the nrenties and thirties the poccsscs of inüısuialization, üıe dcvelcç,mcol of an int€mal maıLeı
economy, and üe gıowing cmplexity of social smucqıres favoıııtd ıhe cmergercc of a ncrv typc of nıionalisnı
and populism. This occurıed in ı sering in whic,h bottı the tradiüoııal Anglo-North American econonıic rivalry
and üe local oligaıchies' poüücal necd o control üese processes was intcnsifieö Thi§ cau§ed greater in_

stiotional iıstability and seveıp restrictions on democratic rights. The activities of üe smntl gloup of Fascisıs
and Nazis wero an additional, and cqııal or ğvcn gııeaier, factor.

Of coıırse, these popıılis tendencie.g were supported by üe way in which both the Commıuıist
moyemenıs and the Soviet goycnım€nt appraised the Roosevelt administraüon's democratic and anti-Fasgist
policies. The Souü American pçıılar ftımı,'s "anti-imperialist frıont" slogan was replrccd, lirle by litdg by a
nerv faırıulation of "Natimal anti-Fascist Unity" which viewed the Nath funerican goverıım€ot and i§ "gmd
neighboıır" policy as an additional posibility fc ıegional and foreign alliances.

These positions weıe aiıcady reflected in the 1938 §econd }Voıld Youth Congress which took place near
New yort aııd was orguılrca by üe Norüı Amcricaıı commımists. yoımg leadcs of üc comintern and of the
1atin American Commuııis paıtics, as şıell as repeseııtatives of other poütical movemenüs of üe conıinenı,
participatcd in this congıass. Tiıc congıess cf,pııssod thc left-wing's adheıcnce b Rooscvtlt's anti-Nazi poücies,
contrasting with England's conciliaıory positicı in üc year of üe Mıınich PeL Some time befğe the oııtbreak
of the Second Wortd Wr, in 1939, a confcıtııce of the cmtinenı's Commıınist psdcs was held and included
the Chilean and Venezırlan CP's prticipns as South America's repcscnatives. Fascistrı became ıhe Fncipal
enemy again and üıe Norttı Americaıı goyenımentts policy of cooperation was sıppotcd.ız

With üıe outbıpak of thc Second World War, these tendcncics were ı€stıained by a brief sage of
Ncurality, üe fifth of oıır timc periodı Tlıis was due to üıe German§oıieı bt 8nd the §oÜet goveınmeııt and
Comintern's definition of the }Vn as an imperialist one. The Molotov-Ribbcntrop Accorü herc as elsewhere,
deeply affeced the Commımist rantş especlallv üıose party groups stongly supportive of üe preüous period's
Democraüc alliances. The Comintern's ofiEcial position was disclosed in a rcpct by Ecl Bıowdcr, Secıeıary
General of üe Nortiı Arıerican CP. Bofoıc üis, the Cenral Commiuee (CC) of Argentina's CP tııd discussed
31alliancg wiüı Fraııce agains üe Nazi offensive.

All Souüı Am€rican Commımists submissively accepted üo CI's gcneral posiüoı of neurality in üe
Wr. fu the same time, the issır of the imperiatist powetrs' rinlry in üe ıcgion was developeğ wiıhoıı
diffc,tentiating betrvccn indiyidııal political ıcgincs. trn 1940. an importaııt Argcntinean Commıınist leadcr pub,
lished a book agıinst English inpcrialisın At üe same time the Unıgııayan @ laııııched pubüc campaigns
explaining üe Soviet position on üe }Vr.tl

Some paıties tied to coreal üese incidents, considering üıcm o be prcjııdicial o üeir waıtime internal
alliance poticy. Fc cxample, the 1948 "official history' of the Argpntineaıı CP simply dcs noı allııde o üıe
political positions of tbe 1939-19O pcriod.

With the Germuı invasion of the USSR in June 194l, üıe policy of.llp Naıioıul anıi-Fascist Unionwas
nerıerttıele.§s taken up agnin 3a6 thmougıly eııforced" The policy of this sixth and last sage of oıır timechat
was similr to the one proeo§d ğ coımties occupı€d a directly ttırcaonod by thc A:ıis: to p,rocııre ıhı
establishment of as wide a front as possible, excluding only the proFascist and poGernıan socto]rs. This raııgeıt
from left_wing members to üose allied wiü the traditional oligaıchies who years ago had beeJı üc Communisg'
main eneınies.

Becaııse erch coutry foınd ıhe estıblishment of üese fronts obstnıcted by the traditional dominant
classes wiü üıeir Nazi-üte terıdencies and üeir fear of social change aııü popııtr anrchy, certain prties reacted
by anacking üıe pıırely monopoliSic fuıglo-Saxon sectors which opposed the anti-Fascist unity. Oüers
srerıgthened their poücies of conciliation wiü the libeml wing of the oügaıchy which caused ı€sentmentamong
middle-class, though not necessar§ p,ro-,Nazl nationalist movemeıı§ as well aı among new and rising populist
forces.

This laıt€r orientaıioıı, pıedomiııarıt among South Americaıı Communist Parties, was reinfoced by
üeoretical and poüücal developments within üe Comintcrn itself. They were embodied explicitly in Bıowder's

ı2 Interview with Ernesıo Giudici - at that time Giudici was a member of the Argentine CP's executive
and auended the New York Congrus; Caballero, Ia Inıernacioııal Comınisn, pp. 1D-104.

ı3 The aforementiorıed book, wriEen by Ernesto Giudici, was entitled Imperialisıın Ingl€s y Liberaciön
Nacional @uenos Aiıps, 1984). For more on üe neunality stage, refer to Ramos, El Partido ComJ.nista, w.
|36-1M, and G6mez, Hbtoia &l partido,p. |32.
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formulations. He and the majgity of l^atin Am€rican Comintern execuüves - Codovilla, Ricaıdo iviadııez fr,orıı
Venezııela Blas Roca ftom Cuba - brought about ı change in aninıde owards üıe Norü American monopolist
middle-class. Their argumenıs wetp based on the USA's political adhereııce o the camp of degıocmcy and their
progıessive role in the economic development of l_atin Americaıı countries. This rekindled old debates, dating
from the tweııties, on the role of üe united staıes in latin Americaıa

Politically, the diplomatic and staogic policies delineated by üe Soviet Union arıd üe Communist
movement at the Teheraıı confererıce inflırnced evpn the policies of local alliances. For example, when üıe
Comintern's dissolution in June 1943, decidd on by is central departııents, was made tnown, iı was received
as a confirmuiqı of üe anti-Fascist policy of ıınity. In additiorı, many tatin Americaıı leaders were actııally able
!o reduce the ıole previoıısly played by the Comintern in the Communist movemuıt's development in Souü
America. Their obvious intention was to help dissipate old ghoss which could hind€r üe policy of altiance.
certain prties, like üıe colorrıbian cp, changed thcir names to less p,ıov*ing ones. Almost at the same tiıne,
the Cuban CP changed is nano o tfu Poıifu Socialisa Popıılo. These weıt all maııifesations of a poüücal
orientation which culminated in 1944 with üe Nattı-American CP's aıüo{issolutiorıı5

The influence of so-called "Browderism" on South Americaıı Commıuıisrn was prıofouııd and had far_
reaching effecs on each coı!ıtry'§ internıt policias. V/haı still needs o be invesügated is üe tlpe and degıee
of internal ıcsisuncc it geııcratc( is influence on the decisiorıs of ıhe Comintern's cenğal deputııents, aııd its
relation o üıe Soviet goverııment's poüücs. Still, dııring the last two years of the Wu, uıiü üe CI alıeady
dissolveğ üe Souü Americaıı Communist prties again manifested diffeıeııt political nuaııces.

Of course, üese divergencies şıerç also expressed in the debates of üıe interııational Communist
moyement, especialty in l\ı[oscoş, uıhere üe movement's üplomrcy sought o ıerh out o Iatin America's new
nationalist moyements, eyen at times whcıı it §egned to oppose these. The discııssion ıEached its peak with the
French Communist leader Jacqırs Duclos' famoıs April 1%5 lerer criticizing Bıowder's 'revisionist theory'
of Imperialism and Browder's sıüsequeııt expulsion from üe Nğttı American CP in lrtay 1946.ı6

Thşe five sages maıted the birth and developmaıt of the South America's Communist movement and
of the Comintern's regional dçatııens üıeıe. As can be noted, aıd is confirmed laıer on when we review each
party §e,parately, üe history of the §ouü American Communist parties was not in any way linear. The central
CI cgans wett no doubt of mair importance dıuing üe fırst stages, but üeir ıelevance was lessened afterçıards
becaıse of local conditions and ıhe srıengüening of indiviüıal prtias. It caıı also bc pointed oııt thaı even
though the changes in the parties' poütical lines geııerally complM ıviüı direcüves ftom Moscow, the divergent
tneııds and the üeoretical uıd political discıssiors wiüin and betıveen the Commımist parties confirms thaı
dlsagreement did exisı The influence of Cmımunisırı on the working-class and poıpulr movemenıs of every
South American country was ıxıt, at ü,attime, siınply the conseqrıence of üe C['s campaigns. As we will notice
later on, üe active pıreserıce of the diffeıent parties in üeir country of origin, as well as üe national arıd social
characteristics of these same countries, had a lot o do with iL

ı'Caballeıo, I-a lıterıucbıul Coınıııüta,w. |95-2ü. For "Browderism", see }daıırice l§sermarı, Which

şidc were you on? Tlu fuıuricaıı Coıııınıııist Poty dıring ılıc SccoıüWorld }iıar (Middletowıı, Conn., 1982)

and Joseph R. Sttrobin, "Origiı§ of the Cold IVü", in E. Hotrıan and F. Fleıon (üs.),Tlu Coııdııct of
Soüet Foreign Policy (New Yoriq 1980).

ı5 Caballeıo, La lıııerrucbrul Comınista,yp. 2||-213. Among the prties trying o aüenuai€ üe value

of the Comintgrn'§ work is üıe Argentineaıı C? whose 'ofEcial history" only devotes one fmtnoto to üe
Comintern's dissolutioa see CC del CPA, Ezbozo de Histoia, p. l07. On üe oüıer haııd, the Unıguayan CP
emphasizes this dissotuüon and justifies iıs past activities: G6mez, Hisnia dcl Pırtido, pp. 166167. In

addition, rçfer to Treinte aiıos de lıula del Potifu Comınista de Colombia (Bogot4 1965). For the Norüı
Americaıı CP, see Issermaıı, Which Sidc, p.2l7-22l.

'6 Caballero, I-a lııerracioııal Coıruınista,W. 195-211; Starobin, "Origir§ of the Cold War", pp. 285-
286.
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3. Tlo Coıınıııııist Parties of Souh Anurba

a) Argenüıu

The Argentineaıı Communist Pa;ty (Prtido Coınıııista Argentiııo; rcA), the oldest on the sııbcontinent, was
founded on Janııary 6 t9l8 as üıc Intcrnıtioııal Saialist Prty (Partido Socialisn Intcrnacioııal). It was a
dissident frction of üe former Saialist Prty whose teadenhip practiced a reformisl puliamentarisuı of
Bcmsteinian origin. It neglected tra&-union a§tion, leaving it in üıe hands of arıachosyndicalists aııd anaıçhiss.
Wiü reşect to the Wr, the Socialist leader§ pıedoninaııtly supported interırentim wiü üe Anglo-Saıon and
French as allies. The leftist op,posiüon, on the other iund, raised üıe revolutionary }viarıist flag, supportcd
internationatistand anti_warpositiaıs, and defeııded the R,rsşan Bolshevisıcampaigıs. Ttıenew Paıty cgısidered
itself a co.founder of ıhe CI as iı had pğdciparcd in its First Congıess, rcpresented by the ltatian Socialis
Party's deleguion.

The majority of üe Socialist youü and workers' gloup§, mosüy from Bııenos Airçs and C6rdoba, joined
the rıew Party. The Communisıs woırked within üe two existing ceııaal rade unions o make them join the
RJLU. In şite of not sııcceeding, ihey foııııd sııpput in impctant branches of boh cenuals. Tlıis was u a time
of escalating laboıır and rural struggte.s ıyhich culminated with üe so+alled Janııary L9l9 scıııaııa tügica (t agıc
week), the violent rep,ression caused by üe Brrcnos Aires metal wort€rs' strike, and üıe l92l Paagonia strikes
that ended in the massacras of woıters and rııral peasaıı§. From üıe beginning, Paty meınbers weıe involved
wiü electoıal campaigns and scoııed ı€,tr€scotadres in Buems Aires' legislatiııe coııncil and deputies in üıe
interior prcvinces. For almos half a cenuıry, Victgio Codovitla and Rodolfo Ghioldi weıp the principal Paty
leaders.ı7

Up to the latc üinies ıheıp şıeıe intense struggies wiüıin the PCA wiüı ıeşect to its pğty line and
orientation and tiıese reflecte4 in part, ıhose of the international Commıııist movemenL In üıe ealy tııenties
the extrçme left_wing gloırp of "ch§ıistas" which opıposed any program of immediao reform§, was sepaıatcd
from the PCA In 1928 on üıe contsuy, the groııp led by Josö Penel6n, üıe founder of ttıe Party, voiced reforrııist
beliefs aıd opposed üıe predominant CI line. In üe early ıiıirties, ııııder military and conserrative govğıımen§,
meıııben weıc persecııted, thc Prty ıras banre( and iıs newspapers were stııı down. Thc ıesılting secarian
politics wcıo applied b the popııli§t and rcfamist secto(ş only ending aıound 1935.ıı

Thepçulr frorıtpolicy,locallydcfincd as anü-imperialisandanti-Fascisç allowedüePCA to oDpo§e
Augustfıı P. Justo's consenativc and fraııdulent ıegime and o bring about a signifrcaııt rapprochement be§tcen
his Party and thcc democratic paıtics which also çposed the govemııeııc the Rıdical, Socialist and the Demo
Pıogıessive pğties. Mcanwhilc the kty's iııflueııce in important and activc trade unigıs such as those of con_
struction woft€f,s, meat woüers, mğalworlrers and wood woı&ers grew sigııificaııüy.

Th€ intefı,al pçulr ftmt policy ıpas combined wiü an inıense actiüty in sııppct of üe Sparıistı
Republic. Thi§ s,ıpıport was ooı§id€ıpd re pincipal püty te§k and was consirenı with üe ş,orld_wide §truggıc
agairıst Fascisııı. It also atrqded üe Communists e geater influence among such social soctonı as the
intelligensia and inflıpntial members of the moıp $b€rat secor of tlıe ıpper classes.ıg

The ııew Communist tactic in üıe elecıoıal freld expressed itsetf in 1938 with sııppoıt to the radical
oppositim caııdidaıc lvraıçelo dc Alvear aıı4 later, in üıe hopes plred on üe possibilıty of poliücal change

ı7 CC del K,A, Esbozo dı Historia, pp. L9-?5,41; Corbiöre , Origeıus del coınaııisıııo, pp. 24-56; Ratzer,
El ıııovimiento socialista, pp. 93-1,16.

ı'CC del PC,A, Esbozo fu Hisoria, pp. 504l.

ı9 CC del K,A, Esbozo dc Hiıtorin, ppı. 81-86; Hiroshi }viatsushita, Moümiento Obrero Argentiııo 1930-
1%5. Sııo proyeccioıus en los oigiıus del peronisıııo (Buenos Aires, t983), pıp. 163-180; Mario Rapoport,
Los panidos de izquierfo, el ııovimienn obrcro y la polttica inıerııacioııal, 1930-19ı16 @uenos Aiıes, 1988),
pp. 13-16; Mönica Quijııda, T,elaciones HişaııoArgentinas, 19361948. C.oyunuıras de Crisis" (Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Alcala de Hences, ldadrid, 1989), pp. 161-29l. Juan Jos6 Real's testimony is
interesting. He was a fighter in Spain and editm-inchief of üe Argentiııearı CP's Esbozo de Hisıoria.Ile
was eıpelled from üe PCA in 1952. See hi§ book Treinte Aiıos de Historia Argentina @uenos Aiıes, 1976),
pp.68-72.
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pr€sented by üe election of hesident Roberto Oıtiz Although he cmcrged fraııüılenüy from üıe conservative
coalition, Ortiz showed reformist inteııtions aııd sympaüy fg üe Allied caırse. In its account of üis, üe "official
history" of the PCA recoıds aıı internal §truggle against "right-wing oıppoıoniss " (opportıınisıas dı derecla).
They sııpposcdly diffrısed üıe indcpenderıt Prty politics and campaigns aınong üe woıking class for the sake
of winning over the tiberal middle+lass s€ctor§.20

The brief Ncııraliıy §ıogc coincided with üe implemenıation of üe Moloov-Ribbentop pact and
isolated üe Party again from othcr poliücal foıces. Following this stage, the alliance strategyı in the framework
of a poücy dominated by the Nüiq,al Anti-Fascist Union (Uniön Nacioııal Anti-Fascista) was again taken up
and eırpanded" The hrty, ogcther with all üe raditional political parties aııd the banned lib€ral right_wing
leaders, joined üe Democratic Urııoıı (Uniön Democröüca). In tiıi§ way Peronism, characterized as pro_Nazi,
could be opposed diıpctly. The lauer moveın€nt emerged from a nationalist arıd indıstialisı military cuıTent
which had taken over in üe 1943 coııp d'6laı In a short period of time, it was üle o organize an eıtensive
grass-rootıı work€r's movğııent to confrorıt üe raditional oügarchy. IE develçmeııt and 1946 electoral triumph
redııced the left wing's influençc in thc popular sectors and greatly diminished ttıe PCA's imputaııce in
Argentina's trade-union movement and politics.a

b) Brazil

The rise of Communisrrı in Brazil is a şecial case. The Communist Party of Bıazı| (Pario Comıuıi*a
Brasilciroı PCB), having emerged ftom the anarchist moyement, was founded n L922.It Fined üe Thiıd
International dııring üe Forrtiı Congıess. At that stage üe principat leaders were Ocavio Brandğo and Asro_
jildo Pereira The Party wüı a pıoüıct of its aııaıçhist origın, intğrıal strife, and problems of party line
orienadon. Is formation was influeııced by leaden of other Latin American countries and by üe CI. The Party
excluded aııarçhist rade-union gloups and,lat€r, a Trotskyist cuıent which was able o significaııtly inflııence
rade-unionism.a

The 1930 revolution was led by Getulio Vargas who was supported by üe famous nationalist and
vaguely socialist militry revolutioııary groııp"Iicııuıaııts' (teniente.9). This gıoup had ld various rebelliorıs in
the twenties, including the famoıs l9Z he§tes column. The reıolution w8s not supeğted by the Communists
alıhough the Paıty did dobate üc political consequences of the "lieutenan§n movement. The San Fablo
Committee even prqo§ed a ctııvetgenoc wittı this ıebel movemeııç but it§ merıbcn were expelled from the
Party.

Luis Carlos Pre.şa§, alıeady of almost bgeııdry farıe, was nerıerüıelıss co+ıpted by üıe PCB, kingıng
ıo it his immensc popıürity and his influcncc with the miütary. Prcsos had contacs wiü thc Argentineaıı CP
in Buenos Aires and later raveled o the Soüet Union to take ıp a position in the ECEI. Even so, he claimed
he had not joined üıe PCB ııntil his ı€ürn o ıhe coııntry in 1934, a suııement ıeferring to Comintem activities
outside üe local Communist pğdcs"3

Prestes's reüırıı to Brazil coircided with üe adoption of the populu frımt poücy which formed a brcader
political grcup, üe National Liberating Alliaııce (Aliaıaa Nacioııal Liberıfura). Rodolfo Ghioldi and Arüıır
Ewert, importaııt Cominterıı membcrs, played a leading role in the Alliaııce's üşrarted insurrection. The
rpbellion's greatest str€ngth was üe military sectoı that was influerıced by Prestes and the sup,pot of the PCB-led
political coaliüon. However, it was routed aıd violently repressed by Vargas who had nırııed right-wing with

a CC del PC,A, Esbozo dc Hisaia, pp. 87-89; Ramos, El Partido Comıınista, pp. 133-135.

ı iriario Rapopo4 Polttica y Dipbııacia en la Argeııtiıu, las relacioıus con EEUU y ia UıtS§ (Ph.D.

dissertation, Buenos Aires, 1987), pp.22-21, L2n-l3l.

2 Alexander, Coırıııuııisnı, p,p. 93-95; Astojildo Pereira, 'A Formaçöo do PCB", n Ensabs Hisıöricos y
Poltticos (Sao Paıılo, L979),yp.41-16l, uıd id., Construiııdo o PCB,1922-1924 (Sao Paulo, 1980); Octavio
Braııdğo, Combaıes c Buallus. Meıııoriaı (Sao Paulo, 1978); Caballero, La Internacioııal Comıuıisıa, pp.
78-79.

E Caballero, Iı lıterıacbııal Coıruıııisn, p,p. 166167.
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the foımding of the T.[eıy Statc' (Estado Nırvo).a
After the Brazilian prcsident changd !o a new poütical directio in 1937, üıe Brazilian Fascist

movement, Integralism (el inıcgralişııo) was outlawed and sıpıpressed. This changed üe PCB's assessment of
Vargist nationalisnı, in şio of heste.s being imprisorıed" Vargas ceased o be the chief errcmy, aııd üıe hty
changed o a policy of conflııencc with the govenım€ııL This intensified dııring üe Secoıd Wcld War whcn
Vargas sidedresolurcly wiü theAllies. Towrds üıe end of üıeWar, üıe PCB potitics diffeıpd ftğn thaı of oüer
paıties. Pırestes ınaintaind his policy of alliance wiü the Vargi§n in power. Eıly on, he identified the USA
as latin America's principal en€my and opposed ıhe right-wing Brazilian s€cffi§ which, wiü supıpot frorıı
Washingıon, strroye b displace üe pıe.sidenı oıı thi§ point he apo§ed üıe poücies adopted by the Argentinean
cp dııring üis perioö prresüxı pobmic ıgninql codovitla on whğher colonel peıon was fascist or not is well_
known. The Braziliaıı leader criticizıd the Argentineaıı CP's negative chaıacterization of Pcron and even ex_
pressed his sympaüıy for this Argentinean leader.I

c) Urugıııy aııd Paragıuy

In Unıgııay üıe Coınmunist Part! (Prtiılo Coınııııista de Urugııay; PCU) was a diıçct extension of the Socialist
pany. tn l92O, üıe PCU Find the CI, and in lY2l it changed its name and became üe Communist Party. The
minority which opıposed üis clıangc was expelled and re-esablMed the Socialisı Pany. In üis way üıe local
Communist movement inheritod an impctaııı trade-uııion section from §ocialism in cmıpetition wiüı aııaıcho_
syndicalism.E The Unıgııayan Commımiss participaıed in the democratic elections of the tweııties aıd thirties
and develqed several tmiEd frmt orgaııizations.

Dııring üe fırst half of üe thirties, while sectaıian teııdeırcies pıedomirıat€d in the Frty, presideııt
Gabriel Terra's coııp d'6tat led o a ıepression of üıe Commıınists" Although their hty acüvities were resricte(
they were not baııned. Later üe implonenation of the popular front policy and soüdaity with üe Spatıistı
Republic incıeased thc Party's iıüluence. At the same time üıe Party expelled a lrge Tıots§ist segmenL'

Dııring tlıa NcııtaliE §ızgc, üıe PCU adopted an activist poücy wiü public campaigns clar§ing üıe
Soviet posiüon in rclation o üe Wr. The USSR's entry ino the War bıought abouı a new uırning poinı,
exlressed by a compleo adirrenco to ıhe Allied caııse. The Fncipal resulı was üc frılt unification of üe rade_
union movemeııt in which the Communigs w€ı€ yery active. lvlutov€r, the Party completely supported thc
goverııment's foıeip poücy, and llıioııtevideo was cgıvertedinlo aıefuge fc Cmmuniss and left_wingers ftom
such ırcighboııring coıınties as Argcntina whcrc thcy were being persecuted. Dııring the War, ıhe FCU's electoral
influence increasd and it won a seııaıe seat for ttıe fırst time in l%6. During ıhis time iu principal leaders
included: is foundcr, Eııgenio G6mea who was eıpelled in 1956; Fraıpisco Pintos; Julia Aığvalo; üıe yoııth
leader, Rodney Ariznıendil

Whcn ıhe War ended üe PCU, ıınlike üe Argentina CP which had be€n wğı oyer by "Browd€risrı",
began suggesting that i§ coııntry's ıcrtionry factions weır supported by capiıalist scctğ!ı. It claimed that thc
cpialists had sided with th€ Allies in üe fight against Nazism only because of 'imperialist anogonisııs". In
this way üe PCU cıiıicised those capiulis factions as well as üıe United Staie$ üe new hegemonous powğ.2ı

Paragııayan Corımunism, on üıe oüer hand, has a üorter hisory, emerging late as a result of the
limit€d political weigbt of its ıııban worting class. In the nrenties only aııaıchist nade-union organizatioıs
existed, sorııe of which werc syrıplhetic O the Rıssian October Revoluüon. At the sarıe time a group of yoııng
intelecnıal§ led by Odilio Barüe declrcd ioelf Communisı In |9?3 a Paıagııayaıı ıBp[esentative prticipated

z Ronald H. Chilcote, Tlu Braziliaıı Coınıııııııist Poty. Cordlict and Inugruion, 1922-1972 §ew York,
1974'1, p. 148; Cabatlero, Ia Interııacioııal Coınıııista, w. 163-178; Alexander, Coııımıaıism, pp. 109-114.

5 Alexander, Coırıınııııism, pçı. 112-120; Pablo Neruda Corıfieso qııe lu vivido. Meınorias (Buenos Aires,
1974), pp. 422, 4'l1; }vluio Rapopaç Polttica y Diploııucia, pp.22-25.

E Gdmez, Hisoia del Partido, pp. 38-53.

n lbid., pp. 62-65, 70:18.

r lbid.,pp. 189_190.
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d) Chile

In Chile, üe existence of cganized Socialism came later ttıan in the counries of the Rio do la Plata. It was only
in l9l2 üıatEmilio Recabarığıı fouııded the SocialistWorter§' Party (Partifu Socialisa Obrero), wiü an ample
tradc-uniqı base and rddicalizcd wortingclıss positions. The uniçe ctıaactcrisücs of üıe Chiteaıı social
§Euctııre, a large working class concentraıed in üe mining ueas, partly e:çlain the SocialistPğty's iniüal stage
of radicalization and its 1921 joining of üe CI, en bloc. The new Communist Prty of Chile (Partifu Coınııııista
dc Chilc; PCCİı) gısw spectacularly under Arnııo Alessandri's presideırcy, but sııffered hrd rc,pressive blows
n 1925 and larcr undcr Cglc lbaiez's militry goyenıment. Becaııse of this ı€Fcsııion, rnajor intcrıat
dissidence emerged, opposed to the policies of the Comintern's tatin Americaıı bııreaıı. This opposition
crystallizeğ into a faction, üe HidalgoMendga gıoup, which came close to üe Trotskyist opposition on an
international level.3o In 193l the official Chileaıı CP - the Party was already diyided - tried o take over üe
miütry brracks, seaing off the rcırible reprc*sion Lnown as 'tragic Easter" (pascııa tr6gic8). By the follorııing
yer a miütary coup, led by rüarmadııkc Grove and other colonels of radicalized nationalist ideology, had
establisiıed üıe socalled Socialist Repıblic (la rcpılhlica socialista) which was suppcrcd by the Tros§ist
faction and other left_wing groups. I\ıleaııwhile, ıhe official Chileaıı CP, in keeping ş,ith tiıe geııeral political
positions of the period, chracterized the new rıılers as "Scial Fascists" (sociafascMas). It stayed iıdepeııdeııt
in üe movemerıL without §upeoıüng üe ıcgime. The expcrieııce lasted only a feıp monüıs, ııp b the restaation
of the raditioııal pow€r. By üe following yec, the Socialist Paıty of Chile (Partido Socialista dc Chile: PS) had
beeıı foun&d" Together wiü the di§sidğıt Commuııist factioıı the PS orgarıized a 'left-wing ble" (bbck fu
izEıicrfus") from whbh the PCEIı r€rıained alrutlı

Subseqııently, the Prty rırııed o a policy of popular front aııd joined the rest of the left wing.
Encouraged by the PCCh itself, üis left wing exparıded, incorporating üe radical faction which was represented

by boıırgeois and middle levels. It rchieııed üıc 1938 electoral triıunü of Aguirre C€rd6, the FCCh's caııdidaığ.
He was a defender of the anti-Fascist caııse and had been given prcfcrcııce over ttıe mae leftist-orienıcd
"Gıovi§m".32

With the staıt of the Second World War and ıiıe PCCh's adoption of a "neutralist" position, serious
üsagıeemens came up in üe fronı In particular, the clearly pro-Allied Socialists demanded that üıe Communists
be excluded. Ttıe Commımi§uı, howcv€r, did well electorally aııd fc the first time sıırpassed thc socialist
paıtiamuıtary rcpıesentıtiorl The PS, on üıe other hand, şüt into frcüons and üe PCCh became üıe principat
leftist force. }Vith üe German invasion of the USSR, üıe unity of the popular ftoııt was corısoüdaıed and is
activities crowned with the 194,6 triumph of the radical Gonzales Videla- He appointed thıee Communists to his
fııst cabineı The PCCh rçinfgced is staııding in üe ra&-union movement. This sitııaıion took a dramatic nırn

a Alexander, Coııııruıııisın, pp. 149-153.

30 Alexaııder, Coırımıuıism. pp. |77-|78; Viola Recügren, pp. 2ü-272. For an "ofEcial" version, ref€r

to Herndrı Ramiıez Necchea, Oigen y forıtıaciön del Partido Comıınista de Chile (Santiago, 1965). See also
Julio Cğsar Jobet Recabureı, los or{genes del ıııovimiento obrero y ful socialismo chileııo (Santiago, 1955).

lı Viola, Recabarr en, pp. 273-27 5; Alexander, C ommıaıism, pp. 183- 1 89.

32 lbid., pp. 189-193. Cf. Ramirez Necochea Ortgenes y formacün.
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in the Sixü C-omintern Congıess, but it was orüy owaıds t934 that üe Paragııayan CP held its first national
coııfereııcc. Mearıwhile, the Commıınists coınpeted against anarchisrrı in üe development of trade-union orga_
nizaüons and opposed the Chro War againsı Boüvia Becaııse of this üıey suffered a severc regessiorı"
including the imprisonment of üıeir pıincpal leaders: Baıthe, Creydt, and l(arıer.

In the forties, uıder Higinio ivloiiligo's dictaıorship, the Communists reınained ıındergroınd- In exite
they initiatcd national unity commire€s in sııpport of the anti-Fascist caııse and called for civil rights for
Paragııayaıı§. In 19)44, as a repcıcııssioı of üıe interııational waıtime alliaırces betrveen the USA USSR, arıd
Gıeat Britain, Morifligo legalizıA the Pragııapıı CP again. This only lasted for a few yeaıs siırce the new
realiües of the Cold War excluded üe Communists from Faagııayan public life. The consequeııce of this
sitııation was thaı the importaırce of the Paragııayan CP always remained limited in Paragııayan politics.D
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in 1947 when, ı§ a r€sulı of üe Cold Wu, Gahiel Gorızdles Videla changed his policy and eı9elled the

Commımists from his govenımğıL ttre then banred üe PCCh.33

e) Peru, Ecııafur, aııd Bolivia

Penıvian Communism has the same origin as the anti-imp€rialist and pçulist Americaıı Fopılar Rcvolutioııary
AlliaıEe (Aliaıaa Popıılar Ranolııcioııaria Anuicaııa; APRA) moyernent, led by VIcor Raıil Ilaya de la Torre.
The revolutionary ferıııent anong Fcnıvian suıdcnt§ sıırfaced in the nrenües and üis §nıd€nt gıoup became
lirıked with the trade-union moyeınent. Under Auguso Leguia's dictaıorship, thc exiled Haya de la Torıe fouııded
the APRA whose Pğis represeııadve was Eudocio Ravines, ıhe funıre foıuıder of the Communist Oarty of Penı
(Pgtifu Coınıııista dcl Perı|, PCP). IIaya de la Torıe was in l\ı{oscow for üe Fifth C.omintern Coııgress and
talked wiü üe Soviet Party tead€r§. He kcpt his nationalist reservaions with ıegaıd to Commıınisrı, which he
considered an exclusively Russian phenmenon. Even so, he aücıdod üıe 1928 anti-imperialist Congıess in
Bnıssels which was organized by the CI.

Dııring üis same psıiod in P€rıı, Josğ Caılos }vtaıiAtsgui, who had converted to lvtanıism dııring a say
in Eııro,pe, foıınded the review Aıııaım (Iııdiıın §aee). This pubücation was directed to his followers, wiü thc
goal of foımding a Penıvian tvtrxist Paıty. Jüo Pctocarrero, a trade-ımion l€ad€r, puticipated in l\doscouı's
Fifth RILU Congress aıd established contacts şıiü the Cominteın which sııpcted üe ggls of this }yiarrist
group.ı

This is how ıhe Socialist Party of Per:aı (Pafiido Socialista del Pcnlt was foımded in 1928, wiü
iv{aridtegui 8s secrğtary general The kty adhercd to lviarxism-Leninism without ponoııırciııg on is afEliation
wiü the Comintern. In the |929 Lan^ American Commıınist Conference of Bwnos Aiıts, ıhe Party was
criticized fa keeping the Socialist "covern. Even so, iı was only aft€r Mariitegui's death in 1930 that ttıe Prty
becaınecommunist, wiüRavinesas itsnerv leader. The pcp's influeıre in the nade.union moveınentiııcıease4
especially aft€r the ov€rthıow of he dictaıc lJgufa Yet it soon encoıınteı€d strong competition wiüı Aprism
which had üe sııpport of angchosyndicalist laboıır sect(ı,!ı, §nıd€nt§, aııd huge numbers of Indians from the
interiğ. The PCP then labelled the APRA "Social Fascist", while üıe lauer rccıısed the Commımists of being
ivto§cow'g rypeııdages. In 1934 both prtics wcııo banned and a year laı€r, wiü the new popıılc front's policy,
the PCP appeated o üe APRA to fcge an anti-irıperialist tuıion. Is prqosal uıas re}ıcted ewn though it had
won üıe appoval of several APR,A lead€r§. Wiü Communist sıpıport, pıasidcnı Maııırl Prado caırıe to power
in 1939 and the FCF was able o eıteııd its inflırncc in trado-unimisn and poliüc,s Even so, iı |942 Ravines
aııd Putocarıero, accu§cd of bcing Tıotskyists, weıe eıpelled from the Prty whictı maintained üe pıo_Allics
poücy. This proccss continııed ımder the l9+l e§ıablistıment of a Unified Woıters' Cenral (Ccrııral Ünica ae
Trabajfures), diı€cted by üe Commıınisı Jııaıı Lııııa, and a fomıation of a Democratic Ront which included
the Aprists and zuppcted Pıq§id€nı Jo§ğ lrıis Bııstanentc's 1945 election.

InEcııada,political life iscmccııtratedin thecities of Quio andGııayaquil, with anegligible industrial
wort€tı' population cmpred o the vast Indian peasant populntion which the Commııniss had trid to orgarıizc
and diıect since üe foımding of the Party.

What was to become the Ecııadcian CP was founded in üe mid-twenües, in |9?i,as the Scialist Farty
(Pqtifu Socialisıa: PS) by a gıoup of intclleçuuls, including is funrç leader Ricaıdo hıedes. They groıped
aıound the newşaper La Aıııorcla (Ihe Torch), influencing üe leftist s€ctont of the liberal youth.

The PS publisiıed io Vwıgııa?dia (Ihe Vangıırd) and followed a coıırss of soüdğity with Communisın.
The "group of fiends of lınin' Grııpo de anıigos fu Leün\, head€d by Puedes, was founded within üe Prty
and it maııaged to have its own newspaper. Fıorrı LV27 !o 1928, Paredes traveled to Moscow and participated
in the Sixth CI Congıess. The PS was adrıited o üe CI as "associate meınb€rn, and üe youth of the Prty
adoptd the name Communist Youth (Jııvenaü Coınıııisn). Fiııally, in 193l, the Party converted ino a
Communis Party, even though a dissident sector re-€süablished the PS in 1933.35

After a brief period of enmity betş,eeıı üıe nvo organizatiorıs, the Ecııadoreaıı CP called for a ımited

3l Alexaııder, Coırıınaııism, w. L92-2U, 2|A2l8.

ı Moreno, "L'Interrıaüonal", pp. 37-38; Caballero, La Interııacional Coınıııisıa, pp.97-98,l13_120.

35 Alexander, Coıııınaııisın, p,p. 184, 23+239,343-Y6.
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fr,ont in t934. It formalizcd a poütical alliance between communisıs, sciali§s. and Liberals which continııed
for several years aııd opposed boü üıe cgıservative faction in power and the influeııce of üe Chıırch. The
Ecııadorian CP's strengüı came from üe rade ıurions and the inügenous organizations. In LgU Paredes
orgaııized üe Federation of Ecııadorian tndians (Fedcraciön dc lııdios Ecııaoriaııos). A national rade_union
cerıtral was foımdcd in the fctics, deşite the pevailing repression. Iı was directed by Communists and Socialists
wiü üe support of tımbardo Toledaııo's Latin Americarı Workers' C-enral (Central dı trabajadores de Aııuica
I-atiıul CTAL).Meaııwhile, opıposition to the conscrrıative regime inçıeased, leading up to üıe 1944 Communist-
supıported ıevolution which bıougiıt Velazco lbarıa !o the pe.sidency.

In Boüvia üe pırocass wa!ı moıt compleı The communist party of Bolivia (partido coınıııisn
Boliviaııo1PCB) was foınded as late as 1949, eveıı ttnugh Communist groups had been active since üıe nrenties.
Aıound 1926 sııch groups existed in the main cities and some weıE active wiüıin aııaıchist organizations. In
addition, a Scialist Party, close o Communisın in ideology, şraı set up but was heavily persccııeü It üs§olved
when its leadsf, Gustavo Naııırm Grist{ıı lVfaıoff), was depcted"

When üe Chffo War against Paıagııay broke out, the left-wing aıd laboıır movemeııt were especially
repıressed by tiıe govenıment since commımist cells supported üıe front's revolutioııry proıpaguıda The
angchists, on the oüerhanĞ prunoted indiüdııal desertion Itwas in exile, eşecial§ in Argentiııa that groups
of workers and intellectıuls werc formed which would later foıınd the t e,ft-wing Revolutioııary Paty (Parıifu
de lzquicrfu Raıolııcioııaria; PIR), PCB'§ preleccssor. They also founded the Reııolutioııary Wckcrs' kty
(Potifu Obrero Raıolucioııob; POR) which was Trots§ist and a majc rival of the Commuııists in Bolivia5

Dııring üıe thiıties a prccess of unifrcation of trade-uıions took plrce, led by ivirofPs followers and
sup,ported by Communist cells. In l94O the PIR was founde( uniting various gıoıps. It ptoclaimed to be iv{arıist
but denied its connecüon with inpmıional Communism. In a stıort timo the PIR gained control of thç Unified
Wqker's Central (Central Obrcra Unİficfu\. Dııring the same p€riod, in 1938, the POR had been founded- It
joined the Foıırtiı Int€rııational, and initiated importarıt activities among the miners.

ln the same way, the Reıolutioııary Natigıalist Movement (Movimicuo Nacioıalisu Ranolucioııarb;
MNR), dirccted by the young econgııist Victor Paz Estenssoro, greatly exteııded its influence among the worters
dııring üis p€riod. The MNR's influence among üe minen and lhe peasants perrııiued üe riumph of üe 1943
reloluüon that brought General Gııalbğto Villroel to the presidency, with Vfcor Paz Esterıssoıo as minister.
Initidly ıhe PIR §upponcd thc new govcruıcnt md initiatcd negotiations with it Latcr, howcvcr, the two caınç
ino oppcition, no douh due in part ıo üc frct thaı the PIR's piııcipal leadğr, Jos4 Aııonio Aıze, who üved
in üıe USA, was tcaching at a schol for Nattı American CP executives. The United Staıas goverıımenq at the
time, rccused the Bolivian ıçı,olution of being Fascist and liıüed il wittı thc Argcntincan mitibry dictaorship.
This çiniorı was shred by Coınmıınigs ftom Aıgc[ıtina aııd oüıer coımties. Some meınbers of the intgrnational
Communist movement, howevcf,, adoptd a difreıcnt position toş,ads Boüvia's Natiğıat govenım€nl Oııe of
üese was tombardo Toledaııo who seemed to bek iL

Nonetheless, the PIR contributed o the coup d'ğtat that oveıttııew Viltğoel who was executed in 19,16.

This alieııated the laboın suppat It also caı§d the funıre dissolııim of üıe PiR which re-rypeaıed laıer as üe
Communist Party of Boüvia

fl Colombia aııd Veıuaula

The origins of the Colombiaıı CP (Partido Coınaııista de Colombia; PCC) date back o üıe twenties.In |92/l
Silvesre §avislry, a Russian immigrant, ğrived in üe coııntry propagandizing the Russian Revoluüon, and he

formed a Communist group. Out of üıis groııp w€re !o emerge imporuııt Colııınbian leaders who would later
play significarıt roles in other poütical cguıizations, eşecially in the Liberal Prty.

Communist gloups, including worters from the banana planıation zones, Cali and Medel[n, organized
ttıe 1925 and 1926 worker's cqıgı€§§es ogeüıer wiü anarçho-syndicıliss. Thi§ is how the National Woıters'
Cenral (Ceııtal Obrcra Nac'ıoıırit), was formeĞ Its trade.union maİ)rity, whose leader was üe Communisı
Torres Giraldo, was affiliated with ttp RILU. The Revoluüonary Socialist Ptty (Potido Sociılista
Raıolucioııarb; PSR) emerged ftom the 1926 trade-union congress. It was Communist oriented but not affrliated
with the Cominterıı. Tmes Giraldo pushed for membership o üe CI and he arained ttıis in 19r' when the PSR
was accepted as "as§ociaıe membeı". Giraldo was ıhen üle to get elect€d to üe Executive of the RILU. Another

36 Alexander, C orımunism, pp. 148-1 5 l, 2|2-2L5, n0-228, 253-255.
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Communist and fuuıre Liberal politician, Uribe lviaıquez, becatrıc a member of thc ECCI.
The PSR rose in iııfluencc among waters. It published vrious newspapeı§ and, along with aııaıcho

syndicalists, directed the extensive 1928 baııana picters' strike. Those ıpho wcked in üe baııaııa plantations zqıe
werc: Augrısıo Dıırdn, fu§re hrty s€cı€ığy; Rabate, a Fıench Commıuıisq and Josçh Zack Konfedd€r, a Ngttı
American Commıınist _ ıhe later two sent by the Comintem. The snuggle ended wiü a ına$ıactt of workers.
As a result the psR süferçd a loss of influence.

Becaııse of these evğıts the Moscow CI secretary, Dmitri }ı{anuilsky, and varioıs Colombian leaders
meı aııd recommended thaı the PSR become a Communist party. This becasıe a reality üıring a July 1930
confeıtııcc. The FCC, seırcıcly pcrsecııtcd in is orvn oounEy, conccrıraıcd is effots m üc wotcrs' moveıııent
and on work wiü the Indiaııs. It eveıı put fğward an indiguıous peasant as presidential candidaıe fc the 1934
elections.

Eveıı though üe Libcrals in the govcrnmgıt seerıed to bc left-wing and refğmi§t ciented, the PCC
did not form a political alliaıE€ wiü theın, rcusing üerı of being in leagııe wiü üc Teııa Lieıııcnants'
oligaıchy. This sinıation did ııoı last long, baııse aıound 1936 the popular front was laıırched and an alliance
wiü the Lib€nls in the gorıernment became possible. Together they formed a uııited trade-ıınion central, ıhe
Trade-union Confederation of Colombia (Coı{cfurrciön Siıüical & Coloıııbia\, the fuuno CIC, which w&ı one
of the l93E CTAL foıııders in ldexico.

Thc period of anü_Nazi alliance implied a stronger collahatiqı wiü the Lib€rats üan iud existcd in
the preceding pğiod" Following üe example of is Cuban and Norü Americaıı conırade§, the PCC changed is
nane to ıhe Socialist Democratic Parry (Pafiiılo Socialista Denocröıica; PSD). It obUined a Seııate seat and
various ıepe.seııtatiıres o Coıgıtss. The rise of Jage Eliecer Gaitdıı, üe liberal aııd very pçulr anti-"traditional
oügaıchy' leadeı bıought about a docline in Communist iniluence. The Party arrcked Gait6n in the 1946
elections, caling him Fascisı The lcs of inflrrnce gave way o an interııal party struggle in the PSD, diıected
agaiıut Dur6ıı who was rccused of Browderism. Around 1917 the Party sııffered a major splil'

The Veıpzuelan CP (Partido Coınıııisn dc Veıuzıııla; [t\O, on the other haııd, eınerged dııring üe
1928 stıdent revolı against Jııan Viceno G6mez's dicatorship. When üe moyem€nt was rc,pressed, an exiled
gıoup headed by Gusovo tı[rchado foımded the Venezııelan Revolutioııary Prty (Paüdo Revolırcioııario
Veıvıolaıo'1which bccame a CI popıür frıoııt oırganization in ktin America Guslavo }vtıcüado had becn in
Nicaıagııa and had beaı Augııso Sandino's ıçresaıative in lıilexico. R6melo Beancoıırt, also in exile, contri-
burcd to the faııation of the Cca Rican CP and became the fuuırc leader of the Deuıocratic Action Puty
(Potifu Acciön Dcınotütica; PAD) which competed with üe Communists.

ln lE29lrlacbado joined a militıry püEh against G6mea. led by General Rafağl Uıbina and they
crynred the island of Cıırçrc. This ıwolııio nıas then şıperesseO Two years later, in l93l, a gloııp of
snıdents, left_over folloııers of tte "prcıation of '28", founded the PCV. A PCV delegao aneııded the 1935
Seveııü Comintern Caıgıess which rccc,ptcd the Party as a full menıber.

De.spitc the continııatigı of üc L6pez Conrcras dicotontıip, üe deaıh of G6mez in 1935 faciütaıed
üe opposition's rctivities. The Natimal Democıatic My (Prtido Denıocrötica Nacbnat) was foımded" An
alliance was developedbetıııeen Commımisıs lcdbyJıuıı BaııtisaFuenmayoruıdtheb,rotlıen Edııgdoand Gııs-
tavo ivtrctıado, and non{ommımists led by Betıncoıırt Becaıse of tip diffeıçrces betıveen üese nyo gıDups,
üe Communists s€earaıed n |937 uıd beguı !o wqk openly thıoııgh the PCV, competing in nade_union
acüvities wo* and gaining control of varioııs trade unions, especially üe oil wo(tğs' tradc ımion.

After üıe period of Newrality dıning which the PCV had folloıııed üıe directivqs ftom Moscoş,, üe PCV
rçunitcd wiüı Beancoıırt aııd his PAD in l94l. It supported Römulo Gallegos's caıdidanırc again§t Gerpral
Iseins ğgdina, ıhe regime's candidaıe. soon after and becaııse of ş,artime allianc€s, Medina libeıalized his
politics arıd allowed thc legalization of boü the PAD and the Communist organizations legalized under üe name
Poıpular Uruon (Uniön Popılar). Along with the change of name, üe laıer changed üeir attinıde towaıds
lvtediııa, becoming his a[ias and participating in his govenımenl Howev€r, the tviachados and a gıoup of rade_
union leaders, executives of the Popular Union, opposed this proMedina policy while Juan Baııtisa Fuenmayor
supported it, which led !o the l%5 Party şüı This revealed how much üıe PCV was inflıpnced by üe
Browderist_style Deınocratic alliance policy. [ıter, Fuenmayor self-criücally admiued his erıç in having given

l? Alexander, Coıııınıııism, pp. ?ı43250. Cf. also Treinte aiıos dc lırcla &l Parrtdo Comınisıa de
Coloıııbia @ogot6, 1965).
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such gIeat support o General Medina. Notwithsunding, üe PCV re-unified in l946.3t

4. Docıııııcntary Soıırces aııd Bibliogqlıy

The documentary base necessary for a sody of the Communist movement in Souü America includes a very
divene aıd fragmentary list of local aııü internatioııal soıırces. The impossibility, up ıo now, of accessing the
Moscow Comintem and Soviet Deprııuıt of Forcign Atrairs aıchives constiuıtes a gap which, wiüout deui_
m€,rıt to the possibiüty of a pompt solııİo, stcııgÜens Üe need o resort o a scnıpıloııs seaıch among the most
diııerse §oıııte§ı, especially local mes.

The problem of üıe scaıceııess and lack of continuity of each coımtry's souıpıes, boüı of the political
documens and Communisı paties' pııess, is due o üe difficulties involved in the paıticular hi§tory of each
paıty. The freçent banning and ıppression üıe prties eıperienced d€cimated marıy pğq}, and private aıchives.
At the same time, bause of the mainly c|andestiıp and secret nanıı€ of ıheir acüvities, a gIEaı part of thun
mı§t be inferıed ftom oüer types of secoıdary soıırces: memoirs, private coııeşondeııce, sate doument§,
police aıchives - with üe resulting ıpcd for a sharpened criticd analysis.

Thc "of6cial" aııd nsemi-ofEcial" histaies elaborated by each party and by Communist leaders and
intellectuals were ısııally written subseqııent o üe decade.ş of tiıe cl's activity and ae an essential stating poinı
These hisories should dso bc eramin€d criücally, taking inıo rccoıınt ttıat the point of view of tiıe
predomiııating poüücal tendenci€s and personalities at üe time of their pubücaüon affected üe resulting versions
of each party's pa§r suppğt, ovcrsightq anpiıascs, and erıors. Evcn within thesc limiıations, thcy constiuıte a
soıııce fc events, names, poütical aüinıdes, activiües, and interrıat sauggles which, in contrast o oüer maıerials,
prcsent us with a useful approximation of the facts. In this way, the histories of üe following regional
Communist parties represent sarting poinls, (tr near approximations, f6 üe analysis of thç movement as a
whole: the Argentineaıı, 1947; the Unıgıııyan, edited by is principal lead€r after his expulsion for Stalinisırı,
1961; üe Chileaıı, wriuen by Ramirez Necochea, 1965; üe Colombiaıı, 1965; the Penıvian, wıiren by Jorge del
hado, 1968; the Brazilian, fouııd in the ıvorts of Astrojildo Pereira aııd Octavio Braııdğo; üe Venezuelaı1
wricen by Jııan Bauisa Fuenmayor; and the Pragııayan, ııniaen by several of iıs leaden.3g

Oüer valııable §oıııue ğt the party political ııewspaper§. Unfornıııarcly, the individııal coııntries' main
libraries do not always have thşe dcıımenıs available, partly becaııse they aıe difficult to obtıin and partly
becaıse of lrck of inteıesı The following new§ren can be menıiqıed for their imporuııce o üe political
developmuıı of üıe respective puties: La lııurnaıioıal $tıa Internatioııal\, Oricnıaciön (Orientation), üe
Argentiırcaıı La Hora (Ihe liour), üe Unıgııayan lıısticia (Justice), üıe Perııvian Aınaııta, the Chileaıı El Siglo
(Ihe Centııry), erc.

The oııly complete collcction of La Conespoıdcncia Sııfu,nıeicaııa CItıe South Americaıı
Correşondeııt), üc Cominıerıı agan in Souıh Americ4 is fouıd in Mlan in tho Brazilian labour movement's
historical archive. It forms put of thc aıchives of Astogildo Percirı which aıc of grcat imporance for any sody
of üe Braziliaıı e.I4 Corrcspoııdcncb's immediate eItension, lİr-, Revlsıı ConuıııaıNa (Communist Review),
was üe üeoretical organ of üe Souüı American §ecreıaiaı Importaııt, as well, aıe all üe aıticlqs on üe regiou
often wriuen by importaııt leaden of the local Communist parties for interııatiorıally disributed publicatiors of
the Comintern: Iııerıaioıal Press Coı{ercncc, World Nanıs aııd Vicıııs, L'Inıcrııatioıule Coııımuııistc, Tlıe
Coıııınıııist Interıatbıal, etc. These aıc substantial §oıırces for the stıdy of the regioııal parties' political
orierıtations and activiües. Of coıırse, from a moe general standpoint, üıe rnain dcumen§ of the CI, and
particutarty those referring o coloıial and dependent countries, shoııld not be overlooked. In thi§ r€spoct, the
different Comintem Congresses ars obvious !x)ıırıoqs, as are the CPSU's and opposition leadcrs and gıoups'
publications arıd documents.

other essential documents o be consulted include those which refer !o üe latin American laboıır

tt Alexander, Commııni,snı,pp.253-259; Caballero, Ia Inıerıacioıul Coıruıııisa, pıp. l9G,194.

39 CC del PC,A, Esbozo dı Hisnria; G6mez (el.), Hisaria del Partido Comıaıisıa &l Urugıııy lasta el
ano 1951; Necochea, Origen y formaciön dcl Pgtido Coııuınisn de Chile; Treinıe aiıos fu lucla del Partido
Comıınista de Colombia; Pereir4 'A Formaçilo do PCB", and id., Construiıfu o PCB, 1922-1924; Brarıdilo,
Combaıes e Baallıası Jorge del Prado, 40 Aııos de Lucla (Lima 1!b8); Juan Bautista Fuenmayor, Vienıe
anos de Polttica (N4adrid, 1968).
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moyement, prtly influenced by Communisnı or in which the Communisg played an importınt role. Ttpsc
include ıhe Leagııe of latin Americaıı S/oıters (Cor{edcraciön dc Trüajfurcs de Amğica l^oriıır'| unıd,

documents which unerged ftom the latin Americaıı rade-uniorı conference§, such as üıe 1929 one.
Otıer gimary, but üfficult !o acc€ss, soıırces are the local Communist parties' own archives and üose

of ıheir leaders or ex_leaders. Tlıe most important aııailable aıchive is the above-meııtioned one of Astrojildo
Periera Oıı the other han( a liale-used §oııığc is üaı offeıpd by oral hi§tory, profrting from üc leadcrs and
milianu who are süll alive.

Thc officially publisiıed paıty poütical doc,ıments ge easier o obain. Edited u thc time as pamphlets
and books, or re_printcd as part of üıe worts of importaııt leaders - ofteıı wiıh onıission§ - üesc docııııeno
synüesizc qinions, positions. and orienaıions of important pcriods. Similarly, üc CI South Amcricaıı
Secretariai's publications uc indişeıısablc, as in the case of the First South Americaıı Communist Confercncc
held in |Y29 n Buens Aires. The radc-ıınion İ)ıınıal§, reflecting the Communist pğty line, the parties' own
cultıııal aııd intellectual magızines and üıosc of similarly-mindcd s€ctor§ also repıesent a valııable anğ in üe
existing bibliogr4hy, litüe-used sorrce. Itp€nrıits areconstuction of bottı üıe Communist inflırnce on diffeıerıı
levels of society and its poücy of alliances. Also ıçlevant are üe doçumeııs of internal oppositim and other left-
wing groups.

I\ılcmoiıs of party lca&rs and of famoıs people of thaı perioü biographies, and even ırcvels on üe live.§
and political activities of Commımists conribuo not only frcts which caıı be verified ngain§t other
documentation, but also evideııce of the vision, culuıral reııds, and ways of thirıking which formed prt of üe
hisory of üe regions's Communist moyement. These include the memoiıs of Jules Humbert-Droz and Eudocio
navinesf and Pablo Nenıda aııd Jorge Amado's famous novels.

The naıiorıal and foreign goyemmenıs' archives also g,ovide a necessary souıue. The washingıuı Dc
National Archives particularly sıand out for üeir wealü of information and accessibiüty, eşecially all the §ae
Depaıtment documents which refer to South America and conıain abundant informaüon on Communism and
closely moniıor is activities. Thşe archives include many intelligence files, especially of üe FBI and OSS,
precıır§or of the CIA. These documents, alüough very disorted at times, contain confidential facs uıd
infcıııation oüıerırise uıpbairıable. The British, French, and several other Eıııopeaıı aıchives often also have
ııseful infaırıation. The aıchives of üıe individııal Souü American countries, less accessible and organize( are
still insıfficieotly tryed"

The repcrcııssioıu of the Communis pcties' and labour morıement's poliücs as well as how üıese weıp
peıceived by ottıer poüücal goups uıd by the local ruling classes carı be gatheı€d aom the natioml aıd foreigıı
newsp4enı of thı time.

Some of üıese, fc eıample ıhe Buens Aircs Crttica CIhe Gitic) (with the widqst cirçulatio of the
time), also erpres§ed the opinions of the Cmmuniss in üıe ediorial commiüee, even though the paper itself
had a very diffeıent political lina'ı

Accqss o much of üe information is faciütaıed by üe existeııce of specialized archiv€s, though still
very gencral or fragmeııte( şıch as thc Unircd Staıes' Itroover library, the afcementiored arüives of Mlan,
the Lorıdon ivirx Meınorial Librry, and the Amsterdam Int€rı,atbrıaat Instiuıut voor Sociale Geschiedenis,
among oııcrs.

A beginning aııd general basic bibüography on üe Souü American Commıınist movemeııt stıould
include at least üıe following worts: Victor AıM,, Esqııema Hisıörico del Coıııınıııisma en Laıiıoamğrica, 1960;
Robert Alexaııder's completo, although one-sided and somewhat antiquated book Comınaııism k LaıinAırcrica,
1957; Rollie Popçino,Inıerıutbııal Coıııınaııism in l-atin Anuican,1964; Bcis Goldenberg, Koıııınııııisııuıs in
Laıeiııameikı,I97lı and üıe mce r€cerıt and well{ocumerıteğ if schematic and wiü impotaııt gaps, work of
lvlaııııel Caball€tro, La lııterııuioıul Coıııınıııisıa y la Revoluciön Latiııoamericaııa, L9E7. This list does not
include üose worts which examirp the hisory of the Third International and the regional laboıır movemens.
Michel [-öwy, Robeıt Paris, §tephen Clissol( Luis Aguilar, Jose Aric6, Hugo Moreno, and oüers have wriuen
i[uminating books and aıticles on üıe }vtarrist and Communist influence on the region.

As coııcerııs the history of üıe Soııü American Communist parties, üe woı*s by üıe following authors

o See Jules Humbert-Droz, "L'oeil de Moscou" d Pris (1922-1924) (Paris, 1964); Eudocio Ravines, Tlıe
YeıanWay (New York, 195l).

'ı See Helvio I. Boüana's bcnık;s Memorias. Tras los dientes del perro (Buenos Aires, 1977). The auüor
is üe son of Natalio Boana the famous founder and, up to his death, edior of üe paper Crttica.
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meriı mentiğıing: on Argentine - Rodolfo higgr6s, Jorge A Ramoş Emilio J. Coıüiğıt, aııd Oto Vargas; on
Brazil - Ronald Chilcotc and John W.F. Dulles; on "lvtariategııisuı" (ıııariaıcguismo) and its ıelation wiü the
Cominıern - Flges Gdindo; on Chile - A Barnard and P. Drake; and several articles on oüer panies in üe
region.

In şite of all üis, an inrcgmted and uptodate work, based on both geırcral dcumen§ and on the
particular hisory of eacb lcal CP, on thc Ttıird Inrcmatiorıal arıd üe South Americarı Communist movemğıt
is still lacking. Caballero's work is a ıseful frrst ap,pr,oximation.

The many difficulties include rressing the maıeriaJ, the very secr€cy of many of is actiüties and
events making üe maıerial uıııeliabla In addition, arıd paradoıically, ıhere is üe abunünce of events, üıe
variety of political pcitions, aııü üıe wealü of direct and irıdirçct documenıation. As we have seen, Soııü
Amcrica was not jıısı on thc sidclinc of ciücr inarnational Commıınism or the contin€nt'§ political evolııtion.
A new and solid ıecoıısuuction of the Souıh Americaıı Communiss' psı caıı be an indişerısable contribuüon
towds a bencr understaıı«ling of üıe davelopment of tip political and saial movementıı in oıır tıırbulenı
nrerıtieü cerıtııry.

Truıslaıed by Berrıadeae van Houten
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