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The Communist Party of Canada and the Third International

The Communist Party of Caııada (Crc) ostensibly was bom in the summer of t92l and apıplied foı
memberstıip in üe Communist Interııatioııal sometime shortly üereafter. It received is official acc€ptaııce
letter from Oto V/. Kuıısinen early in LV22, or so the ofEcial hisory of üe CPC, publistıed in 1982, tells
us.ı The slory, as in oüer countries, was far more complex üan ıhat simple reıdering suggest!ı.

The ecly yeaıs of }Vorld War I werç a üfficult time fa Caııadian socialiss. The maİır socialist
paıties, üıe largely wast€rn-basod Socialist Party of Carıada (SPC) and üıe Ontario-cenred Social Deınocratic
Party (SDP), both opposed üe war. Tlıe SDP, wiü a largely ethnic membersiıB which inclıded large
numbers of Ukainians (deemed enemy aliens by üe Caııadian staıe), almo§t disappeand in üce years. In
üe face of statc ıepression, which inclıdcd internment aııd pıess censorship, üıe yers from 1914 to 1916
were unpropiüous for the growü of socialisın in Canada.ı The years from 1917 to l9t9 witıesşed a
complete reversal of socialist foruınes as laboıır miliancy uıd popular uıırçsı combined o creıts üe largpst
wave of indısrial strife in Caııadian hisıory.l The poütical lessons of üıe Bolshevik Revolution, or rather
the North American peıception of thse eveııts, iı§pir€d a reııewed ıevolutiorıary fervoıır aıd led o üıe
emergenc€ of new "communisı' poüücal formaıions.

A consideıation of the periods of prty histry in Canada lead§ !o a formulıuion which largely
resembles üe sıry elsewheıe, alıhotıgh much of what occııned domesically in thosc yers was quirc
paıticular o the CPC. Theıe were six discernible p€riods ıp to the end of }Vorld War IL Origins, L9l7-|V2|:
Birth and Transiüon, Lcnl-$li Third P€riod, |V29-|935; Popular Fıonı, 1935-1939; Imperialist War and
Illegüty, 1939-1%1; and Wu Against Fascism, 1941_1%5. Between 1917 and l92l various efforts ıvere
made by left-wing 56çinlis§ o align ıheınselvcs with üıe Bolstıevits and the Thiıd Int€rnatimal but it was
only in 192l wiüı the activc help of the Cominterıı's Puı_Americaıı Buıpau thaı the CPC was fouııded" The
Party enjoyed limit€d success in üıe l90s but was thrown ino toıal disarray by üıe şüts erıgerıdered by the
demise of the Tiotsky and üıe risc of Stılin. In Canadı, as in the USA üıess frghs led in fatl 1928 to üıe
expıılsion of impcaııı lead€rs inclıding ivtaııricc Spectg, üe only Caııadian clecıed o a position on üıe
Execuüve Corrımiuee of thc Comintern. Over the ıpxt two yeanı the entirc leadcrship came ııııdcr assault and
wiü üe exception of Tim Bııclq almo§ı noırc mainıained their positions. Ttıe prty was in ıotal disarray by
193l as üe tum o üe left and Bolstıeyization led o a rapid decline in memberstıip, especially amuıg the
eüınic members. The arresı aııd pıosecution of üıe CPC leadership in l93l and üe emergerıce of üıe
Wokers Unity lıague (WUL) and the National Urıemployed Si/orkers Association (NUWA), however, led to
a rapid shift in party fornınes. Fıom l93l tip pğty grew both üıring üıe third perid and after üe tunı to
the united fronı oııly for is brief p€dod of illegality from 1939 !o l94l did party fortunes decliıF.

1. A Brief Hisıoriograpb

There is no single satisfacory hisory of the CPC. In addiüon to üıe "official hisbry" cited above, üeıe are
four major histories, three of which werç ıvriuen befge üe CPC deposited iıs own papers in üe Natioııal
Aıçhives of Canaü (NAC). William Rodııey, a former member of üe Royal aııadian Mounted Poüce

I Canada's Party of Socialism: History of ttıe Commuııisı Party of Canada, 1nl-B76 Cf<rono, 1982),
pp. 14-22. See also Commıuıist Party of Canada Papeıs, National Archives of Canada vol. 8, fıle 15,
Comintem to CPC, Moscow,28 December 1921.

2 The best account of the war years is probably Ian Angııs, Caııdian Boktıciks: Ttu Early Years of ılu
Communist Paıty of Caııda (Monreal, 1981). See also A. Ross McCormack, Rğormers, Rebels aııd
Revoluıionaries: Tlu Wesıern Caııadioı Radical Moveınenı, 1899-1919 (foronlo, 1977), and iyraftin Robin,
Radical Poliıics aııd Canadiaıı Laboıır (Kingston, 1968).

3 For details on industrial miüuncy see Gregory S. Kealey, "1919: The Canadian I-abour Revolt",
LabourlLc TraıaiL,13 (1984), pp. 1144 and Douglas Cruik§hank and Gregory S. Kealey, "Strikes in
Canada 1890-1950", Laboıırl lı Travail,20 (1987), pp. 85-145.
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Secunry Service, published the fusı of these in 1968. His Soidıcrş af tlıc Inurnatioıaf provides an account
of the CPC only in its first decade, and üe book, while soüdly researched, is premised on cold waı
assumptions. Ivan Avakumovic, a political scienıist, wrote a survey hisory of the parry which, although it
suffers in places from superficidity, is nevertheless a ııscful inuoductigıj In l98l, Ian Angus offered
anoıher view of üıe CPC in the 1920s. Wriueıı from a Tros§isı perspective, tiıe book provides ıseful
critiques of figıııes such as long-time hrty §eoetary Tim Buck but is too ııncritical of the CPC before üe
atıııck on Trotsky.6 The fınal conribuıion is üıe most receııq Normaıı Penner's Caıdiaı Coııımıuıism: Tlu
Sıalin Years aııd BeyoııdJ Penner's book benefiıs from its ıse of üe CPC Papen in Onawa but it adds
relatively üule o oıır undersunding of the Party.

Any new reconstnrtion of CPC history must, be heavily based on tiıree maiır archival deposits. The
fiıst is at the Pubüc Aıçhives of Onorio in Tororıo and consists of all the maıerial scized by üe police for
use in üe successfrıl prosccution uıder §ection 98 of the Criniırat Codc (passed in l9l9 in ıespoııse to the
Winnipeg General Strike) of üıe CPC leaderstıip in l93l. This collection is quite rich in all tlaes of CPC
material including coıuiderable corıespondence ftom üe enıire coııntry to party headquart€rs in Toronto.t
The second collection is u the Natiorıal Aıphives of Caııada (NAC) and is the official collection of CPC
paper§ d€po§iı€d by tbe party itself. The colleçüon is wcak on the 192G, rather predictably given the events
described above. It do€s contıin, however, some ıralııable early ccrespoıdeırce. Neverüıeless it is strongest
on published party maıerials and on officiat docııments sııch as cgıvenıiqı proce€ding§. Therç is an excellent
finding aid that describes this collection in gıeat detail.9 The ttıiıd collection is hoısed in the Raıe Books
Room at the University of Toronto Robarts Ubary aıd consisıs of the Robert Kenııy hpen. Kenny, a long
time parry member, waıı an aüd collccor and his paper§ contain a nıass of CPC mıterials unavailable
elsewhere.

In addition o those ttıree collections üere aıe ııuny collections of materials ıelated to üe CPC in
various regioıul archives. Such collectioru generally include the papers of leading CPC activists, of laboıır
tıtuoıuı in which the Party played a maja ıole, and of various front organizaıiorıs, especially üe various
eüınic organizatiors ıhaı played such a prominent role in CPC hisory. Panicularly srong collectiors of üis
kind aıe held at the Universitğ üı Quğbec i Iııtonrğal Archives, aı the NAC (includes the huge aııd very rich
Finnisiı Organization of Canada papers,ıo as well as the ppers of many individuat party leaders), the hıblic
Archives of ivtaııiotıa, aııd üıe Special Collections branch of üe University of British Colıımbiıı Ubrary in
Vancouver.

As mentioned aboııe the best collectigıs of paıgy docıımeng in üıe şnse of pülished proceedings,
eıc. is conıain€d in üe NAC collection. This maıerial stıoııld be supplementcd by thaı conaiııed in üe
Kenny Papas aı üe University of Torono. There is also a srong pamphlet collection aı the Univenity of
Prince Edwaıd Island Librry in Charioueıown.ıı

In addition o thc general wcks discusscd earlier, üeıe aıs also numerous biographical arıd
autobiographical worts. Thi§ ütğraturs şlis easily into nro obvioııs groupings. The first is the hagiographic
materials publistıed by üe party over the years o celebate heroic leaders and to in§piıe milions. The
second is a mce serious set of remini§oences ş,hich raise importarıt questions about party hisory. The fırst

n Soldiers of tlıc Inıerrutioııal: A Hisıory of tlıe Coınııııuıist Parry of Caıuda, 1919-1929 Cforono, 1968).

5 Tlıc Commıuıist Party of Caııfu: A Hisory (foronto, 1975).

6 Canadian Bolsheviks: Tlu Early Years of ılu Coıııııunisı Parry of Caııada (Montreal, 198l).

7 (forono, 1988).

6 The fullest accoıınt of üese rials is Lita-Rose Betchernan, Tlo Litıle Baııd. 1928-1932 (toronto, 1983).

9 Communist Party of Caırada Papers, Naıional Archives of Canada MG28 ry 4, Finding Aid No. 148l.

10 See Edward W. laine (comp.), On tlıe Aıchival Heitage of tlıe Firnish-CudiCIı Working-Class
Movemenı: A Researclıır's Guide aııd Inventory to ılw Finnish Organization of Caıufu Collection at ılw
Natioıul Archives of Caıufu (tıuku, 1987).

" See Gregory S. Kealey, "Radical Pamphles at the Library of üe University of Prince Edward Island",

Labourl Le Traıail,25 (1990), pp. 199-200.
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group of books includes üıe autobiogıaphies of party leaden such as AE. Smiü aıd Tom McEwen, and

biographies of Tim Bırk, William Beıınetı, Annie Buller, Normaıı Beüune, Bella llall Gaııld, lv{aüew
Popovich, ard Stitrı Evan§.l2 The second includes the aııobiographies of Joiın Starıton, G€rard Fortfut Mite
Bosnich, and Peter Hıınter, aııd üe tife histories of Tim Buck, George }viacErtrcrn, and Jack Scoü.ı3

The majc seecializEd bibüographic guides are boü compiled by Petcr Weiıuich. Fir§l is his
anrptated guide o the writings of Tim Buclı, thc long-time leader of üıe @C. Of mosı impctance, however,
is Weinrich's Social Proust from ılu Iıİt in Caııfu, 1870-1970, A Biblbsraplr!. Aıraııged by year of
pubücation with gerıeıoııs indexes, üis volume is by far üe best guido ıo left-wing Canadian bmks and
pamphteıs. For maoriıl publiüed after 1970 see Douglas Vaisey (comp.), Tlıc Lüoıır Coıııpaııion and üıe
annııal updaıes that apear in üe iııırml Labıg.L'

Addiüonal ıısefrıl maıerial on üe CPC was also coıpiled by the varioııs Caııadian police aııd
secıırity agencies over üe years" lvlajor secıırity reşonsibilities lay wiü ıho Royal Canadian iü{ounted Police
ECüvüP) after its creation as a national poüce force in 1920. Before that date secıırity responsibiüties had
b€en shaıed by a confusing arıay of goverıımenal aguıcies iırclıding the Royal Norü West Moutod Police
and üe Dominiorı Police. For üe pğiod up ıo ıhğ cı€aüon of ıhe RCMP, th€re are good ı€csds available in
the National Aıçhives. Thesc ıecords have had an inteıasting hisory of their own and werç withdrawn from
the NAC for almost a decade for so<alled nsecıırityn ıEasons.ıs

Carıada adqted new Access to Infamaiion legislation in thc early l980s and also cıtaıed a new
security agency o replace üe üıoroughly disgrrced RCMP §ecıırity Senıice, which had becn caıght in an
array of illegal activities in üe l970s. The new Canadian Secıniry Intelligence Service (CSIS) has beguıı o
deposit marcrial in the NAC and mısı ıespond fully o acce§ı r€quests ıuıder üıe ATI legislıüon While üe
process remains slow, the resulı has been an increasing flow of archival material dealing wiü state
surveillance and perıetration of üe CPC.

In addition otiıer federal §ıaıo in$inüirs, such as the miütary, took consideıable intere.§t in tho
acüvities of üe cpc. Mırh of this material is d§o aırailable at üıe NAc. pr,ovincial aııd local police forces
also engaged in active sıırveillaırce actiüties and some p,royincial poüce ıecords aıe available in vgious
archives across üıe coııntry. Exanples inclııde ıhc Ontarb Plovincial Folicc (Pıülic Archives of Ontarb,
Toıono), üe Alberta Provincial Police (Pıovinciat Archives of Alberta, Edmonon), and Bıitish Colıımbiı
Proviıeial Poüce (Provincial Aıchives of British Colwıbia Vicoria).

" Rev. A.E. Smiü, All My Life: Aı Aıııobbgraplıl (foronto, 1949); Tom }dcEweıı Tlıc Forge Gloııs
Red: An Aıııobbgrapiy (faono, 194); Oscar Ryan, Tiın Bııck: A Coıscience for Caııfu (fgono, l95);
Tom lvtcEweo" He Wrotc for Us: Tlu Story of BilI Beıııutt, Pbıucr Socidist loııııalist (Vancouver, l95l);
Louise Watson, Slu Ncver was Afraid: Tlu Biograplr! of Aıuüc Büler (foıon!o, 1976); Ted Allan and
Sydney Gordon, Tlıe Scalpel aııd ılıc Sword: Tlu Sıory of Dr. Norınııı Beıhıııu @osıon, 1952); Catherine
Vance, Not by Gods kıı by Peoplc: Tlıe Bbgraplıy of Bella Hall Gauld Cforonto, 1968); Peter lftarrıchuk,
Maılıew Popovich: His Place in tlıe Hisary oİ Ubaiıian Caııadians (foronto, 1987); arıd Ben Swaııkey and
Jean Evans §heils, Work aıü Wages, Tlıe Life aııd Tiıtıes of Artlııa H. (Slin) Evoıu §aııcoıver, 1977).

" John Starıtorı, Never Sq Die: Tlıe Life aııd Tiıtus of toln Sıaııton, A Pioıuer Laboıır Loııyer (Oüawa
1987); Gerard Fortin and Boycc Richardson, Life of ılu Pcrry (ivionueal, l9&4); Milan (Mikg) Bosnich, Oıe
Man's War: Rğlectioıs of a Rough Di*ıııoııd (formto, 1989); Peter Hunter, Which Side Are You On, Boys:
Caıudian Life on tlu Left (foronto, 1988); \lfilliaın Beeching aııd Phyllis clarke (eds), yoıırs in tlıc
Sıruggle: Tlıe Reminiscences of Tim Buck (Toronto, 1977); David Frarü and Don iviacgillivray (üs.), George
MacEaclurn, an Aıııobiogrqlıy: Tlu Sıory of a Cape Breıon laboıır Radical (Sydıpy, 1987); and Bryan
Palmer (eA.'), J ack Scon : A C oırııruıııisı lrle (St John's, 1988).

La A Selecıed Bibliograplıy of Tim Bııck, Geııeral Secretary of ılıc Coırıınaııisı Party of Caııad*, 1922-
/962 (IoronO, |974)i Social Proıesı (foronto, 1982); Vaisey, The Lüoıu Companion: A Bibliography of
Caııdian l-afuıır History Based on Maıerials Prinıed from 1950 ıo 1975 (Ilaliiax, 1980).

ı5 For üis complicaıed hisory see Gregory S. Kealey, "The Royal Canadian Mounted Police, üıe Pıütic
Aıchives of Canada and Access o lnformation: A Cıırious Tale", Laboıırl Le Traııail,2l (1988), pp. l99-
226.
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2. Formation of the CPC

As was üe case in üe United Sıates, üıeıp weıe tiıree distinct ptıases !o the establishment of a Caııadiaıı
Communisı Party. The first involved undcrgıound Bolshevü_inşired activities in late 1918 and erly l9l9
about which we inow üule. A second sage involved Canadians aıthering ıo üe Third Internaıional ıhrough
membership in üe eaıty Commıınist facuons in the United States. The fınal phase came after the arrival of
Caleb Hanison (Anvood), an Aırıerican Communist representing üıe Comintern, who brought ogeüer
memberc of üıe Commıınist Party of Aıncrica, üıe United Communist Puty of America, aıd a few left_wing
memben of the Socialist Party of Canadı on 28 aııi 29lvIay l92l to cıeaio üe Communisı Party of Carıada.

An undagıound cornmunist organization apeeared in souüern Ontario in late 1918 aıd early 1919. A
series of leafles weıe distibıııed ıuıder coııer of daıtness in a number of ontario towuı. A series of arress
and convictions for violatioııs of various s€c,ırity çııovisioıs passed by Ordc_in{ouncil under üe War
Measures Act brougbı üis acüvity o a halı The individıuls involved ap,pear to have been drawn &om the
Socialisı Party of Natiı America a small Oıtario-based formation, from ıhe language federation sectioıs of
üe Social Democıaıic hrty, atd from üe Unioıı of Russian Revoluüoary WorLers.ıo Among üse
prosecuted and deported ftom Canada fc participation in ıiıesc evenıs were Artiııır Ewerq laır prominent in
the German KPD, and his companion, Lia Zaborowski.

To date the existing historical üterauıre on communism in Carıada has paıd ücle auerıtion o üe
canadian involvemenı in the variou§ unitcd süates-basod cps that p,re+xistcd the fınt comintcrn-imposed
unificaıion in tviay l92l. Inde€d üe üteranıre reınains somewhaı confused aboııt which Canadian groııps and
individuals affiliated wiü ıhich US partias. The best eccoıınt by William Rodııey, focıısses almost totally on
Toronıo and pays linle attention o üe radical ethnic gıoups.ı7 Thjs period meriu additional r€search,
eşecially now that poüce rnaterials have become available o reseaçhers.

The actııal founding of üıc CPC ook placc at a unity meeting chaiıed by Comintcrn r€pı€senüatiye
Caleb Hanison at a farm nea Guelph, Oııario in }riay lg21. Twuığ-two delegates assembled at the farm of
Fred Fuğ aııd under the guidaırc of Cominıcm policy gıeated a new, underground, illegal prty. The
corıferçııce lastcd only onc day uıd rypeaıs to have been frec of üe massive irıfighting that plagucd üe
equivalaıt meeting in the unitcd staıcs at wood§toclç Ncw yoıiı

The invitation üst fg üe meeting was domiııated by Cerıtral Caııada There weı€ no r€presenüatiye§
from Quebec, let alme any Reırch caııadians, nqıe ftom üe Atlantic pırovinces, and the wası, which
coruideıed itseE ıhe centre of Caııadian radicalism, was also relıatively under-represeııted" In addition, there
wa§ no r€pre§entation ftıom the one Big Union, Üe cente of Caııadian left-wing, industriaİ unionism, and
only a hand_picked pair of Socialis Faty of Caııada meınbers The domiııance of Toıono as üıe centre of
paıty acüvity, evident from the surt, would pıove a sore point with boıh western and eastern Communiss
üroughout the party's exisrcnce. The failııre o inrolve fraıch-speaking Quebecers wa§ an even l4er
problem.

Opposiüon o the formaıion of a communist paıty came ftom vrious elements of üıe left. Needless
to say the parıs of üe laboıır left, which defıned itself largely in temıs of üıe British Labou Prty model and
participated in varioıs farmer-laboıır political alliances in üıe immediate post-war period werç critical. Moıe
seriously, the One Big Union (OBU), a revolutioııary iıdustrial uniqı movemenı, which had emerged out of
west€rn laboıır radicatism and estrarıgement from American Federation of Labor craft unionism, wa§ a üctim
of early debates about intcrpreting Comintem policy. The debate about the OBU in Canada reflected to a
coruideıable degıee the de;bate about üe IWW in the United Sı,aıss. The problem, howeyer, for üıe emerging
CPC was that the OBU was not opposed to political action and thus üe spliı premised on the analogy rc üe
rWW, was an imporant early error.

Other groııps which remained outside the young CPC included large parts of the Socialist Party of
Cana@ eşecially in Britistı Columbia Given ıhe ideological prominence of üıe SPC in üe laboıır revolt of
1919 and üe statııre üe party üus enjoyed, ıhis too was a serious diffrculty for üe CPC. Equally problema-

ı6 By far the best account of this early activity is Angus, Caııadiuı Bolslıeviks, pp.2748.

" Rodney, Solüers of tlw International, e.sp, pp. 2840.
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tic, however, was the exclusion of the Quebec french-speaking socialiss led by Alb€rt §aint-idartin.lt
While SainçMartin initiılly took his gıoup inıo üe legal and open Workers Pany aft€r it was founded, he
also appüed to üe Comintern in 1923 for direct membership for his gıoıp. This apücation waıı uırned
down.

3. Political, Legal, aıü Ecoııomic Coıııeıı

The Communist Party of Caıradı initially had both an illegal, undergıoırıd pğty stnıcuırs anğ after is
provisional organizing meetiııg in December 192l and its fgmal foıınding in Febrııgy l{22" n o,rrııı
Wgkeıs Prty. In Apıfl LYZ{ boıh prtics wcrç combincd ino a new End opcn Comııuııist Party of anada
While much was made by üe Carıadian police of üe secıct uııdergıoıııd "Z' panty, it appers to have played
mırch less of a ıole in caııada thaıı lı did in thc united saos aııd heıpe üe dcbatc in caırada about its
elimination caısed far less turmoil tharı in the U.S_A.ı9

Thereafter üe CPC appearcd o eniıy a legal §taı§, alüougb üe party was subiıct o continuoıs
police peııeration, sıırveillance, aııd haıassrıenl In l93l üıe Conservaıive Government of RB. Beıınec
reversed this poücy and prosecııted ıhe party leaderslıip under laws originally passod üıring üe Winnipeg
General suike of l9l9. pı,ot€sı§ over üe aıresı§ arıd conviction of üe pany leadentıip fiırtherçd ıhe party's
popularity üıring üe early yeas of üe depression and ihe larvs were r€eealed aft€r ıhe ı€nırn to power of
üe Liberal Party under lv{ackeruie King in 1935. The CPC became i[egal again in 1940 because of üe
Party's opposition to Caııada's war with Germany which üe CPC termed a war betweeıı imperialist powers.
ivtany prominent communis§ were intemed in 1939 uıd 1940 and were not released until the CPC decided to
support üe war effort after üe Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union.a

Poütically Carıada was a fedeıal parliamentary democracy which allowed the CPC elecoral acce$ı
at tiır€o levels-murıicipal, provirrcial, and f€deıat. tn the 1920s üe Party operated primarily thıough üe
Canadian lıboııı hrty (CLP), initially a hoad- based coalition party. While ıhc carly commııniss had
reFct€d the CLP as ıeformis, üe changiıg poşecüves of üıe Third aııd Fourth Cl Congıesses led üıe CPC
to Fin its WPC braııchos lo üıe CIJ in üe provinces where iı ıvas acüve, namely Briü§h Colıımbia Atbğtı,
ManiObo, Ontrio, and Qııebec. A limited §ııcoess ü best, üis Ectical nllienct bro&e down bccaııse in some
provinces laboıır and social democıatic forces ıefrısed to ıake part in arıy coop€raıion with üıg CPC aıd in
üose wheıe they did initially wort ogeıher by üe mid-l9& üıe ıpn-communists eiüer expelled the CPC
members or left the c[-p to the crc.

After üe Party revened itself ıt iı§ Skü Convention in ıhe şımmq of lY29, only straight-lirrc
Communisl candidalcs werg ııın. The party enjoyed is gıeatest electoral sııcoess u ıhe mımicipal levol, smıe
succe$ı at lhe provincial level, aııd relatively liüle fedcrally. The gearcst elecıcal !ııcccs§, howwer, camç in
üe years l93$l939 and agpin ftom 1943-1945, ıhe lancr yers under üe ııamc kbo-Pııogıassiva hrty
becaııse of üe illegal perio0 al üe beginning of Wcld War tr.

The Caııadian economic contğxt was guıeıally disınal in üıe years betweeıı üe wars. There was no
paıticular booming l92ft in Canada and things worseııed considerably in the Gr€at Depression of üe 1930ş.
Only World War tr brought betler econouıic times &om the perspective of taboın, owing of counıe to üıe
extremely tight laboıır markes cr€atod by ıhe laboıır needs of the war effoıt aı home and abroad.

4. Composition of ılu Membership

Estimates of party size aıç dfficult io come by. One published venion suggests 650 in 1921, 4,500 in 1925,

't See Claude lıriviere, Alfurı Sainı-Marıin, milüant d'aıant-gardı (1E65-I947) (Monteat, 1979), eş.
pp. 123a0.

ı9 Angus, Canadian Bolslwiks, pp. 87-102.

20 William and Kalhleen Repka, uıngerous Patriotş: Canafu's Iiıılcııown Pisoııcrs of Waı (Vancouver,
1982).
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3,000 in 1927,29ü in 1929, aıd a decline !o 1,400 by 193l at üe depü of party in-ftghting. After the
prosecuüon of üe CPC leadership the Party began o recover and had 5,500 members by 1934, 9,000 a year
lateı, 15,0ü) by 1937, and 19,000 by 1946.A

In the early years üe party memberstıip was drawn laıgely from üe Finnish and Ulrainian
immigrarıt communiües. The Finnish Organization of Caııada and üe Uloıinian Labour-Farmer Temple
Associalion provided üe bulk of üe party membership. Indeed at üe heighı of the debates over Bolsheviza-
tion it was estiınated that Finns, Ukrainiaıı§, and Jews made up benveen 80 and 95 per cent of üe oal paıty
membership. The rapid decline in members in the lat€ 1920s and early 1930s ıepresented üıe defection from
party rarıks of many of üe Finıu and ULrainiaııs who were uniıappy wiüı Bolsiıevizaıion and wiüı the heaıed
leaderstıip struggle§ of |v29, boü durirıg uıd after üıe sixth convention of ıhe cpc. The role of üe cpc in
resisting lhe ıepıessive measıuıEs of ıtp Beıınen Gorıernment in üe erly yers of the Deprıession arıd üıeir
leadership in radc union struggles thıough the Woıters Unity lrague restored the paıty's fortınes. Its
gowth in üe l930s aııü again dııring the second half of World War II spead is membership much mqe
evenly through üe Canadian population

lraderstıip has noı been üıe subiıct of much historicat ıeseaıch after ttıe takeover of the Party by
Tim Buck n LY29. The rise of Buck and üe demise of tviaıırice §pecor and Jrck il(rcDonald has been
chronicled in some detail by both Wiltiam Rodney aııd tan fuıgus, albeit from rather differeııt perspecti-
ves.z Rodııey, probably drawing on his aocess o erly police documeıı§, also corıtıins some discussion of
euüer leadenhip baül€s, alüoıgi noüing nearly as significaııt as üose of lV29.In geneıal üıis is an area
thaı needs additional reseaıch.

5. Tlıc Natioıwl Qııestion

In the Caııadian context üis opic ıesonaıes in ttree differerıt albeit related ways: ıhe debate about the
Canadian nation in terms of is relationship with Britistı aıd Ameıicarı Imperialism; üıe quesüon of üe
Quebec nation and its relaıioıship o Canada; anğ finel|y the whole issııe of the ıelıuionstıip of the
eüınic/immigraııt gıoup§ within üc stnıcnııe of üıe hty.

The Party's aaiodc o Caııada and Caııada's ıelationstıip o its old imperial ccnre,, the United
Kingdom, arıd ıo its subscqııenl realignment into thğ oöiı of the United Staıe's rising world sıar, was üıe
subject of considerable debaıg in üıe l920s. This debatc, howev€r, üte so many otiıers, was stıut down by
the realignmens necessiated by üe rise of Statinisrn in the Comintem. Thus inı€ıGsting woıt orı üe
question of Caııada's wold role and its ctıangıng ıelıüonstıip to Britain and o ıhc United Stataş was stıort-

circuited by Comintern diıcctive.a A nerv sıart rya§ made aı pırsuing these qucstiaıs again in 1935, but the
illegal pcriod uıd then ıhe wr put much of this woıt o hold. The Prty wqıld ıeuırn !o üose qııestions
after world }var tr and would üen bccome mırch morc naıionalistiç in üo clcaçr intcnıatioal environmenı
of opposition o Americaıı Imperialisın. Indeed in the culnıral rçalm the Party in the post-wr period played
an imporunt role in coalescing artistic forces worried about tlp deınise of Caııadian culune in üe face of
American domiııaıre of culnıral indısties.

The questicı of Quebec nationalisırı always c8ıısed ttıe party gıeat thcoreıical and aganizational
difficulties. lıı 1923 Alb€rt Saint-Martin, üp leader of Qııebec's §ocialist Prty, rypüed diıectly fc
membenhip in üıe Cominterıı. This appücation was denied on ıhe gıuınds üaı Canada was alıeady
represented through üıe CPC. This initial denial of the nıional aşiratioıs of üe French Carıadian minority
basically represenrcd the CPC position until 1964 when it was decided ıo allow the foımuion of a separate

a Numbers are drawn from Robert comeau et Bernard Dionne, lı droiı dc se ıaire: Histoire des

communisıes au Qübec, de .ı Premiere Gırerre mondiale d la Rğvolution truıqülle (Montreal, 1989), P.
496.

2 Angus, Caüian Bolslvvik, pp. ?i|-255; Rodrıey, Soldiers, pp. 136-158.

a On tiıis question see Angııs, Caıudian Bolslıciks, pp. 199-316; Norman Penner, Candian Coırımu,

nisın: Tlw Sıalin Years and Beyond (foronto, 1988), pp. 70-96; Penner, Tlıe C4ıı4di4n Iğt: A Citical
Analy sis (foronto, |977), w, 77 -I23; Rodney, S o ldier s, pp. 147- 1 5E.
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Quebec party. In 1965 the Parti Commuııisto du Quğbec was founded
The CPC always eniıyed limited success in Quebec at best and wtıaı §uccesıı üere wa§ involved

few Frerıch Caııadians. The Party's greatesı strengü was in Monğtal's ethnic and immigraııt community,
eşecially aınong Jewisiı worteı§. Estimarcs on party membership in Quebcc, wiü Frçııch Caııadians in
paıenüıeses, aıe 80 (20) in 1930, 140 (40) in 1932, 500 (l00) in 1936, 1,000 (200) in 1939, and 2,5O (500)
in L947.2ı G stıoutd probably be noıcd thıı a maİr şüı on üe naıioıul qııcstion ook place in 1947 and
the CPC never again erıjoyed such a high degıec of sıryport among Freııch Caııadians.)ğ

In the 1920s üıe Party viruully igııored üe Quebec question. Orüy afto şpecific ECCI criıicisın in
1929 did üıe Party b€gın ıo recüfy üis poblem, but it was only in üe post-l935 peıiod thaı mırh work
begaıı. The pubücaüon in t937 of Sunley Ryerson's Iı raıeil dıı Caıfu İraıuais was ı fırst cffoıt by the
Paıty !o see anything posiüve in Qu€boc natioııalist traditions, which ımtil then had tendcd to be a§sciaıed
oally wiü right-wing clerical strain§.!

The relıuimship with eınnlc,rtnmigranı naıional organizations also pıovcd difficulı In üc hrty's
early yean the Finnish Organization of Caııada aııd the tJtrainian Faırıer-Iıboıır Temple Assaiaıion
providcd üe gıeıı maFrity of ıhc Pury's members and finaııccs. Thıs the decision by üe Comintcrn's
Orgbııro o pısh Bolshevization provd exremely difficult aıd unpopılr in Canada Aı üıe Cl Flfft
Congıess Tim Bırk explaiııed ıhat ıhe noiion of orgaııizing on üe basis of factğy nuclei mıde liulc scnse in
Canada given üıe nanırc of üe coıınıty's ocoıDmy and becaııse fulty 80% of CPC meııbers did not speak
English. When Pianis§ remained unimpr€ssod, üe CPC delegatcs immediately swımg ıheir support to ıhe
EC€I position?

Dq§pite their appaıent obeisance to the ECCI positioı the CPC in the following five yean made at
best limited efforts o eliminatc organizaıion on üe basis of g€ogıaphic area Irıdecd when üe }ı4acDonald
leaderstıip came undeı heavy Comintcrn criticisın ı^ 1929 the hilııre o impose Bolshevization on üıe Finns
and Utrainians proved aıı imporant component in üıe assaulı Thus in üe internal Parry suuggles oi |V29
the langııage group§ weıe lined ııp in oııl §ıppğt of üe ivlacDorıald leaderstıip. The emergence of ıhe Buck
faction in conuol aftcr }ı4acDonald's sıırprising ıasignation left üe Finns aııd tJlıainiaııs in considerable
disarray. The Comintern senı a ıeprcsenotivc o Canada in 1930 to pıomotc Bolshevization and b heal üe
d€ep rifrs thaı tıad em€rgd betıveen thc FOC and ıhe UFLTA and ıhe new Bırck leaOe,rsnlp.In addition
various Ukrainian€anadian leadsr§ spenı ıime in iıloscow in 1930 and l93l and on üeir reuırn ücy
reversed üeir earüer position and supputed the recgaııization of the pargy.u

While the langııage gFoup§ ıetııııed to ıhe prty fold in the euly 1930§, ıhey never again played as
prominenı a role in üe party. Ilı[oıtover, contadbtbns in ıhe Soviet Union revolving round the teatmeııt of
I(arelia, the U}raine, and of Soviet Jewry were issırcs thaı periodicatly surfaced and cıeaı€d a legry of

ı Comeau et Diouıe, Lc droiı fu se ıoiıe, p.495. See also B€mard Gauvin, ks coıııınıııisıcs et la
qııestion ıutbıuk aıı Qıübec (Montr6al, 198l) aıd Andığo Levesque, Virage d gaııclu iuerüt (Monr6al,
l984).

! On üe ştit see Robert Comeau and Bernard Dionne, Comınaııisıs in Qıubec,1936-1956 (Monreal,
1982), pp. 51-7l; Penner, Caııdiaıı Lcfr,w.108_123.

6 On Ryerson se€ my "Stanley Brğhaut Ryerson: intellecnıel revolutionnairç canadi€n" and "Stanley
Brğhaut Ryerson: hisorien marxiste' in Comeau eı Dionne, Le droü dc se ıaire, pp, |98-272, For a
bibliography of Ryerson's work, see the original English-langııage venion of üıe above n Stıüics in
Political Ecoıomy,9 (1982), pp. 103-171.

'Rodney, Solüers, pp. 81-89. For a similar discussion, see Theodore Draper, Ameican Coııımunism
and Sovieı Rıısşıa; Tlu Forıııaıive Period (2nd editiorı, New Yoık, 1986), pp. 153-185.

ISee John Kolasky, Proohets and Pıoleıarians: Documens on ıhe Rise and Decline of Utrainian
Communism in Canada @dmonlon, 1990), 117-156. On üe Finns sep üe far less critical William Eklund,
Builden of Canada: Historv of üe Finnish Organization of Canada. 19l1-1971 Cforonüo, 1987). The best
accoııııt of üe in-pcty sruggle in the 1929-193l period is fuıgus, Canadian Bolsheviks, 289-330, but see
also Rodney, Soldiers. L4'I-Lü.
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questioning which reoırned with a vengeanco in 1956.29

6. Relations wiıh tlu Unbııs

The CPC's mde union work broadly followed the CI arıd RILU lead Initially üe early communisıs were
quite derisive of nade union actiüty which üey viewed as exnernely limitod" In the west üis ariode was
ııccentrıated by üıe drive tıı break away from ıhe AFL/TLC unions aıd to cı€atc a revolutioııary iıdustrial
union center, namely the OBU. After coısiderable early coırting, üe CPC failed to recrııit Winnipeg OBU
leader Bob Russell, orıe of the main leaders of üe Winnipeg General Strike, aııd üıereafter thçy did
everyüıing üıey could o daınage üıe OBU, inclıding nırıning a candidate against Russell in Winnipeg in
L923 and costing him election to ü,e ivianiloba provincial legislauıre by slphoning off enoııgh left wing votes
o eliminate his margin of üctry. Russell's unforgivable eıı(r was his ıefusal to disband the duat unionist
OBU and reuım to ıhe AFL/TIJ fol4 as üe CPC early l90s line dicatedp

The CPC set up is primary laboıır wak thıough a Camdian baııch of üıe US-bascd Trade Union
Education Lıagıe. Canada became District 4, which ıras in nırn şüt into a westem and eastern division.
Tim Buck, the Party's industriat otganirıt, became the major TtrEL fıgıııe in Canada Given that incıeased
auıonomy for Carıadian unions ftom their US_based parerıts wa§ one of üıe major plaıüs of CPC rade-union
work, it is not sıııprising tbaı tension slıould develop between üe CPC and üe CPUSA on üis subircı The
irony of a TUEL strırcuıre in which Canada was only a division rnigİıt sp€ak srongly of internatiomlism (üıe
Browder position in the debate) or it might §uggest somettıing more damaging about Canadian uıd United
Sarcs Pany relations and intercss. As was generally the case in üe early years of üıe Comintern a high
degree of pragmatisrn was allowed ıo operaıo. Fu example, deşite the injunction o wort in üe AFuTLc
unions, üe west c@st lumber worters who had been ciginally cguıized as part of the OBU weıe alloıııed
to mainıain üeir Lıımber Workers Indusrial Union as an indepeııdent and autonornoı§ Caııadian union.

The CPC's gıeatest snengüı in the l920s |ay in is support among lumber ıvortcrs aııd crl miııers.
Owing o the geogr4hical location of cel in Caııada ths min€r§ weıe widely dispor§d wiü one major
miliıant gıoıping in üıe east in Cape Br€ton, Nova §cotia @isnict ?i of tir. United Mine Wckcrs of
America) and üıo ottıc major group in the westcrn coal rıelds of the Rocky Mountains which were şlit
benveen the provincas of Alberta aııd British Columbia (District 18 of üıe [r}vfWA). The histcy of tade
unionism in these widely separated cel fields üıs had iıs own particıür developrıaıt and timing. As
miliuncy built in üıe easL culminating in ıhe great strugges of |V22-|{25, it had to §ome degıee waned in
üe west where üe defection to üıe OBU had led o serious defeais and ıhe rebuilding of üe Mine Woıters
Union of Canadı proved diificulılı

The acempts to frmction within the TLC as a lcft opposition woıted for the first few yers of ıtıe
Party's exisıence but by üe laıe 1920s communiss becaıııe üe subject of expılsioıı &om local city laboır
councils aıd from the TIf itself. Thııs ıhe uırn away fronı unitd fronı straıcgy aıd trcücs in 1928 and lV29
reflected the sad fact üat in Carıada üıe party had lost much of is position in the trade uniorı movement
over üe decade. But it is also nue üıaı üıe Crc had entered a period in the mid-l9Os wheıı üey devised a
national §trategy somewhat at odds wiüı the Americaıı TIJEL. The CPC had entered inlo a more nationalist
phase and ıhıew its support b the cıeaıion of ıhe All Caııadian Congıess of lıboıır n 9n. Eaıiier in 1925

it had nırned its back on ttıe tJ}vf\[A in Alberta and British Columbia arıd zupıported the cıeatigı of the Mine
Workers Union of Canada after heavy-haıded repression of üıe UMWA left by John L. IJwis. In December

2' On the lJrrainian question see John Kolasky, Tlw Slattered lllıısion: Tlw Hisory of Pro-Comınıuıist
|Jkıainian Organizatbns in Caııada (foronlo, 1979) and Penner, Caııdian Coııımıaıism, p. 271,?f3.

]0 For üe history of üe OBU see üıe hostile accounts by Daüd Bercuson, Corfıonnrion aı Wirnipeg
(2nd edition, Monreal, 1990) and his fooJs andWise Men: Tlıe Rise aıü Fall of ılw One Big Union
(Torono, 1978).

3ı The best study of the struggles in Cape Breton are David Frarık, "The Cape Breton Coal Minen,I9|7,
1926' (Ph.D. üesis, Dalhoıısie University, 1979). For the western miners, see Allen Seager, "A holetariaı in
Wild Rose Country: The Alberta Coal Miners, 1905-1945" (Ph.D. üesis, Yoık University, 1982).
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1928 in anticipation of üe direction in which üıe Comintern was moving the CPC also foımded an lııdıstrial
Union of Needle Trad€s Woıters which consisted of keakaways ftom a number of interııatiaıal ıınims in
the clothing s€ctğ.lı

As part of ıhe nırıı to "class against cl8ss" in Deoember |929 aftat a Cominorn diıtcüve, üe CPC
decided to found üe Wo*ers Unity tesgue as a ıevolutionary nade union centr€. Impatient with the red
baiting ıhat üey were experiencing again in the new ACCL, almost totally eliminated from the TLC, and in
control of only the moribuııd stıell of ıhe once-promising Caııadian Iıbor hrty, üe CPC decidod o go it
alone. The WUL was headed by Tom Ewen Qater iücEwerı) r€placing former Indı§trial Director and TUEL
head Tim Buck, who had become party leader as a result of the 1929 spliı

In effect the WUL wa§ not really conceived u üe Sixü Convention of üıe CPC in Jıuıe 1929, as
Norman Penner has argued, buı only hint€d at in üe sense that üere w€re vague notions ıhaı the Cominern
was moving in üıat direction It was not acnıally born ımtil 13 Dec€Eıb€r when üc CPC Fol€om çr€ated iı
after receip of a stı,ong leoer from the RJLU. Iı fırst appeged in public erly in 1930 aııd lastcd uııül üe
Ninü Plenum of tbe CPC in November 1935. After six years of building "revolutiaıary unionso the Puty
policy üen again b€caırıe woıting wiüin ıhs AFUU,C §tnrcür€§.In ıhe inıerim mııch had h4pered"
Initially üıe disarray in üıe party thaı followed üe Sixü Cqıventio meant thaı ütde acnıal ııct was doıp.
It was only in early l93l ıhaı üe WUL picked up momennım, which was increased dramadcally after üe
arresı, convicüon, and incarceratiqı of üıe party leaderstıip in laıe Augıst l93l.'l Afrer a faltering sığt in
193l and 1932, üe WUL became the cenre of CPC rctivities commencing in üe sıııımcr of 1933 wiüı it§
active role in major rade union struggles and tbe dramatic orgaııizing of üıe unemployed, irrluding the On-
to_Otawa Trek of 1935. Therç is a coıısiderable debatc in üe existing hisorical lit€rauırc about the W[JL.
For some historians it repeseııts a period of eıemplary uade union rvoıiç for otlı€rs it r€pre.§onüı a period of
ulraleftism thaı separaıed the party from üıe Carıadian wo,rting classİ The most batanç€d view o datc
and by faı üe best researçhed wgk on ıhe WUL, John }vlaııley's unfanıııately unpubli§ıed doctoral
dissertation conclııdes

The WUL ygg diffcıcnt in its resilience, intraruıig€noc and aııü*apiolist
commitmenç all inşiring qııalities thı conributed o the gıowth of üe
party - and ılıe left gererally -- in ıhe mid-l93$.If üe WUL experiencc

Eoved anyıhing, however, it was tluı inşiıaüon was not enough. Theıe
wert no siıort+ıııs to socialism.§

Organizing üıe unemployed rovd o be one of the WUL's maiır §ucocstns. The unerıployed woe
organized into a zubseı of üe WUL, ıhe Naıiral Unemployed }Vorters Assciation (NUWA). Some of üe
mo§t importınt §truggles of the third p€riod ıpvolved aıoınd organizlng ıhe ııncmpbyed including ıclief
camp srikes and üe on-ıoOüawa Tr€k Thi§ story can not be old heıç but it was one cnıcial way in which

'2 On CPC tradc union poücy in üe 192Os sec Rodııey, Sodiers, pıp. 107-117; Avakumovic,Tle CPC,
pp. 41-50; Penner, Caııdiaı Commuııism, pp. 78-85; Angus, Caıadian Bolşheviks, pp. 103-143; and John
ivfarıley, "Comrnııııism and üe Canadian Working Class dııring the Great Depression: The Woken' Unity
League, 1929-1936" (Ph.D. üıesis, Dalhousie University, 1984). Maııley's thesis is particularly stnong on its
ability o discern ıhe beginnings of a Caııadian straıegy in the mid-l90s, see €§p. pp.62-93.

33On üe arrests, prosecution, aıd conviction of üe CPC leadership in 1931 see Lita-R6c Berchennaıç
The Liıtle Band.

! Views on üe Third Period include: Penner, Caııadian Left, w. L?4-L43; Penner, Canadian Coırımu-
nisııı, pp. 100-111; Rodrıey, Soldierş, pp. 147-160; Avakumovic,CPC, pp. 6E-81; Angus, Caııdbn
Bolshevil<s, pp. 273-?f,8; and lvIarıley, "Workers' Unity League".

35 Manley, "Workers' Unity League", pp. 616.
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üe CPC caugtu the aıtention of üe Caııadian pıütic in üe early years of ıhe Depçssion.r
Unlike üe sruggle üat gr€etod the major change in liııe in 1929, the decision o end üe third

period, dissolve üe WUL unior§, aıd rçuım o the rarıks of the AFL/IIJ unions was not pubücly aposed
with üe one major exception of üe leadcr of the Cape Breon min€r§, James B. Mcl,rchlan, who resigııed in
protest ftıom üıe party raüıer ıhan renırn his Amalgamaıed MirE wrkers to ıhe fold of the U}vfŞ/A.
(Similarly, üe eqııally importaııt stıifs in Comintem poücy in 1939 atıd 1%1 went appoıently ımopposed
within the Caııadian leadenhip, alüough it is cossible thaı furtiıer reseaıch will demonsnaıc thaı üıere was aı
least private debot€ among party tead€rs.)

The WUl-rained Communist organizers played cnıcial organizaıional roles in üe emergence of the
Congıess of Indısrial Organizatiorıs mass production unions in Carıada Such roles gave the party an
unprecedented prominaıce in trade union ciıcles but the combination of the 1939 revcrsal orı ıhe struggle
against Fascism and then üe frıll out suppğt for the war effort aftğr 1941, compleıe with aucınps o
suppr€ss worker miliıancy, left the party in bad stıape !o cope with the rise of anticommunism in üe pct-
war period" The Gouzeııko affair, the subseqırnt Royal Commission and trials, the rise of the Cold War, and
fierçe anti+ommunist stuggles wiürin üıe laboıır movement,led to a rapid dilution of Communist rade
union strengü.'

7. Formation of Frou Organizaıions

In addition o the various laboıır bodies such as üe TUEL and üe WUL and üe unanployed organizations,
the party had a similar series of organizations aimed at farmers. In the United Fr,ont period üe major gıoup
was üe Progıessive Farmers Educaıion lJague, founded in Atberta in l95. Iııl-gTl in line witiı the
renewed emphasis on Caııada the name was changed to tiıe Canadi8tı Fumers Eüıcation Iagııe (CFEL).
Party members active in agricultııe also took part in the various United Farmers movements in the Prairie
p,rovinces and daşiıe kıesintem criticism atso suppoted grain gıowers' coqeratives.I In the üird period
üe CFEL was traıısfgmd into the Farmers' Unity LeıgıE. The FUL aıjoyed some early suocess especially
around the issue of fighting againsı üıe fgpclosıırc of mctgages, but was disbandd tike the wul- when üe
üird period c,ame !o a close. In its aftermıü CPC members were ıırged to rctıım ıo üıe m8in§tr€am farmers'
movement and to work therei9

Undoubtedly he most prominent front organizaüon of the intcrwar years, however, was üe
Canadian labor Defense trague (CLDL). Founded in 1925 it was initially run by Florçnce Cusunce arıd
after her illırc.§§ and death it was subsequeııtly plrced under üıe lead of A.E. Smith in lY29, ıhe CLDL
gained massive support for the deferıce of civil übertios in the laıo l92ft and dııring üıe Great Depıcssion. It
gıew particutarty qııickly in ıhe aft€rmaıtı of the arıçst of the CPC leadcrstıip in Augtst l93l. Rom 70

36 For accouns of unemployed cganizing see iviaııley, "The Workers' Unity Ifagug", pp. 535-606;
Lome Brown, Wlun Freedom was l-osı: Tlu Uııemployed, ılu Agiaıor, aııd ılu §ıoıe (ivtonneal" 1987);
Vicor Howard, "We were tlıc SaIt of tlw Earıh!" Tlıe On--ıo-Ottaı,a Trek aıü tlu Regiıu ıtioı §egina,
1985); and Ronald Liversedge, Recollectioıs ğ tlıe On-o-0tıawa Tret (Ioronto, 1973); a prticulaıly
insightful lcal snıdy is Paticia Schulz, Tlıc East York Workırs Associatbn: A Response a üıe Great
Depression (torono, 1975).

" The literanırç on the cold war struggİes is üıin but for a start see lrving Abella, Natioıalism,
Coırıınıınism, aııd Caııdian Laboıg (foıorııo, 1973). For orıe of üe most unseemly affairs see Witliam
Kaplan, Everything ılwı Floaıs: Paı Sullivan, Hal Baııks. aııd ılu Seonıın's Unbns oİ Cafu (foronlo,
1987). On Goıızeııko, s* Reprt of tlu Royal Coınıııission o investigaıe ılu facts reloing ıo ... tlu
communication ... of secret aıü coıdidcntial inforııution to agents of a foreign power (OUawa, 1946) and
John Sawatsky, Goıızeııla: Tlıe Unıold §ıory (torono, 1984).

3t Avakıımovic, Tlw CPC, pp.3842. Seo also his "The Communist Party of Canada and the Prairie
Farmen The Interwar Years", in David Bercıson (ef,),Western Perspectives, I Cforono, 1974).

39 Avakumoüc,Tlıe CPC, pp.81-85.
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branches in Spring 193l iı experıded to 350 by üe §ııııııner of 1933. Membership wenı from 25.000 in
spring 1932 to 43,000 in early 1934. It continued o exist until it was declared illegal along with üe CPC
iself on 4 June l940..o

Fouııded in 1925 as a Canadian version of Inıemaıiorıal Red Aid and üe American Intfrıratiorıd
Iıbor Defense, it initially stemmed from ıhe prgy's necd !o defend worters arıestcd in indııstrial conflics.
While it always fulfilld that part of its mandate, it a|so canğ to play nro other cnıcial roles: first in üe
attrck on üo Benneu Government for iıs prosecution of üe CPC leaderstıip and in üıe campaigıı fc the
repeal of Seçtion 98 of the Oiminal Codo ğd secodly in üıe defense of fceign-born wqters against üıe
menacing ıiıreat of deportation.'l

The l*ague waıı süoe.§sfrıl in freeing the CPC leaders in 1934 and in gaining an acquitıal for A-E.
Smith himself againsı Bennea-inspiıed sediüon charges Iı also ınanaged ıo mate Section 98 a ınajc issue in
üe 1935 fed€nl elecüon campaign thaı saw üe Liberals ıııder }vtackpnzie King riumph over Benneü's
Consgvaıives. King who had pledged his party o the repeal of Section 98 maĞ good on his p,omise in
1936. The CLDL quicily b€came but a shell of iıs former self aııd for dl inont§ and pırposes did not
function from 1937 o 1939. Wbile Smiü announced a full ouı aüeınpt o try and defend the CPC after üe
outbreak of war and üe pa§sage of üıe Defense of Caııada Act, the ııaming of the CLDL in the June 1940
Order-in4ouncil eııded that hope by making it an illegal organization.

In the aıça of women's wodr the CPC initially sot up a }Vom€n's Deprunaıt ııııder FXoreırce
Cısance n |g22. Urgd by the Cminıern !o set up ı working-class women's orgaııizadon ü€ CPC wğn€n
led by Cısance joirıcd the existing rptwğt of Women's l:bour Leagııes aıd subseqırnüy expoıded iÇ
created a national framewck, and ook over its leaderstıip. The deaıiı of Cusunce n lY29 aıd the disarray
in the prty after the Siıth Convention led o the derıise of üıe WLLs when üe new party leaderstıip
investigaıed üe existing WLL netwoıt and decided ıhaı iı consisıed of üule more üarı 'housewives involved
in reformist aıxiliary wğlr." To put üıern on a corı€ct revolutioııary foting the WLts were üen placed
under the control of üe WUL. Work dıuing üıe üiıd porid revolved around the NUWA aııd üc WUL
iselfj2

Joaıı Sanşter, üe leading aıııhğity otı womeıı and thc CPC, argıes srtııuoısly ttut üe popular
front period was far more sırcccssfrıl from the point of view of women party rctiviss ıhaıı üc üiıd p€riod
had been. Encoııragcd to 0ake parı in a ıııide aıray of wom€n's activities party womcn mado effcçtivc
alliances:

For Commıııist womeıı, üeu üıe Popular Fıonı held ouı üıe possibiüty of
coıuıtrııctiıg alliance.s wiü other socialists, addıessing new rıarieties of
wom€n's issues, and developing innovative alternatives o bourgeois
culnııçjl

Aftg the stıort period of illcgiality women's wak continued ıhıoughouı üe ırar much as befora Woıting
through Housewives'Leagues and Associations üey organized women around domestic issııes including
child caıe. With more emphasis on women'§ work üe party recruited irrreasing nıırıbers of wgneıL some of
whom in uırn began to play moıe imporuııt leaderstıip roles.

In üe realm of international relaüoııs the C?C also sponsored and participated in a series of

0 On the CLDL sec J. Petrysiıyn, "Class Conflict and Civil Liberties: The Origiııs and Activities of üıe
Canadian Iabor Defence [-eague, |925-1W", Laboııılle Troııoilleııı,10 (1982), pp. 3963 and his "A.E.
Smith arıd tip Canadian lıbor Defence League" (Ph-D. thesis, Univenity of Western oııüario, 1977). See

also Smiü's auıobiogr4hy All My Life.

n' On üe poütical ıse of deportation see Barbara Roberts, Wlunce Tlıey Come: Deporıation from
Canafu 1900-1935 (Ouawa, 1988).

'2 Joan Sangster, Dreaıııs of Eqııaliry: Womcn on tlu Caııdian Iıfı, 1920-]950 (foronto, 1989), pp. 26
80.

43 lbid., p. 163.
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important organizations. Party members were iniluential in üe founding of üe Carıadian Congress againsl
War and Fascism which was foıuıded in Ocober 1934. It subsequently became the Caııadian League against
War and Fascism and in 1937 the Canadian l*ague for Pere and Deııocrrcy. Unlike oüg ftont gıoııps
where the CPC often domiııatcd these gıuıpa mainained a lage nıımber of non-commuııisı inrcllecaıals and
social democrıüc poüticiaııs in positioıu of power. While the manbership figııres for sırch oqpnizaıions are
problematic at b€st, ıhe League did claim at it§ high point in 1935 some 350,000 members.

The cpc also had a series of fr,ont group§ aıoıııd the spaııistı civil wr, some of which overlapped
with üe above gıoups. The main groups in üis ü9a werğ the Frieııds of the ivlackenzie-Papineau Büalion
and the Committee to Aid Sparıish Democracyİ

The party also had a youü movemenl The Young Commuııist League (YCL) became an impotant
convey(E belt fc üe new party lead€r§ afteı üe demise of Jrck iıdacDoııald" Indeod much of üe supıport for
the Buck-smith factio came &om former yc[- members who had been exposed o comintern poücy of the
late 1920§ via atondance at üe tınin School. A similar path was o be followed by most of the subsequenı
party leadeıship. Iıı üe Popular Front period üe CPC thıew io efforts ino the Carıadiaıı Youth Congıess
which corıained a cıgs-section of poliücal activists of all stipes. While careful not !o dominate, the YCL
membes played important rolııs in üıe life of the CYC.

In üe 1930s the party alrc began to play a far morç promiııent role in üıe cultııral üfe of Canıda
Party intell€cuıals and wıiters weıe prominent in ıhe foıııding of two impataııt üorary joııınals, Tlıe Masses
andNew Frontier.In addition there was an active left-wing ıtpatro in Torono aıd Vancouver focussed on
the hogressive Arts Club.s

8, Relationship wiıh Social Deınocratic, Natiotulist, aıü otlur Mass Organizations

The CPC tried !o wct wiüı oüer left poütical foıces in the l920s through the agerıcy of the Canadian labor
Parry. While this enjoyed limited §uooesıı in some provinces, it was falling apart by the time üıe CPC uımed
its back on ıhat tactic ud entcıpd ino ıhe §€ctariaııisın of the ıiıird p€riod" All Social Democrıts became
Social Fasciss and thc aıtacks were frequenüy d lıomiıum and scıırrilous. After üe fouııding of üıe Co.
operative Commonwealü Fcdcıation (CrcD in July 1933, üe lines betweeıı Caııadian social deıncras aıd
Communists weıe clearly drawn The thiıd-period biuerıpss helped acc€ııuıarc social democratic uıti-
communisrn which woıü pırove disasuous o atl left-wing fcces dııring üe cold war. Needless to say üe
Social Democras who were üe dmary taıgeıs of such aııacks were not particutarly friendly ıo the CPC's
laıer overtııres in üe period from 1935 o 1939. oıı üe other hand ıııany yoıınger CCFers were, especially
aıound issues of specific rade union sruggles and concerning the struggle against fascism.

The CPC aiinıde trı natiomlism was never cleg. As we have norc4 in üıe şcond half of the 1920s
there was coısideıable flirotion wiıh rıationalist positions in the laboıır movement and a serious effct ıo
üiıü out the particularities of Canadian hisoricat dcvelçmenı Such effcts alsrypeaı* during üe üıird
period only o reuırn in üe Popular Front as üe CPC auempted o consider Canada and eveıı to canvass the
past for her,oic Canadians. Such thinking aboııt Quebec commenced in üe latc 1930§ but did not adrıance
very far.

9. Relatioısüp wiıh Cominıern

{ On the Canadian role in üe Spanish Civil War see: Victor Hcrır,Tlu Mackeıızie-Papiıuaıı Baıtalion:
The Caıudian Contingcıı in tlu Spanish Civil War (foronto, 1969); William G. Beeching, Caııdian
Volunıeerş: Spain 1936-1939 (Regina 1989); and lviary Biggar P*L Red Moon Over Spain: Caııadian
Media Reactbn ıo ılw Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939 (Ouawa, 1988).

a5See Doroüy Livesay,I-eft Hand. Riqht Hand @rin, Onı, 1977) aııd Toby Ryan, Sage Lefr Canadian
Theare in the l930s (foronıo, 1981). For examples of üis literary production see Richard Wright and Robin
Endıes (eds), Eiqht Men SDeak and Oüer Plavs from üe Canadian Workers' Theatre (Toronlo, 1976) and

Donna Phitlips (ed), Voices of Discord (torono, 1978).
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The CPC, or rather is leadenhip, ükğ ıhat of most oüıer small parties, became almost oally subservient to
the Comintern after its Stalinization. Before 1929 üe Crc appeaıed ıo be capable on occasion of rying o
develop independerıt positions and o engage in u least passive rcsisunce o Cominom diıectives when üey
were perceived !o ııın couıter o obvioıs Canadian intcrest

Asido from tviaıırice Specto, Caııada's firsı ard only ECCI member, it is not clear what relatioııstıip
most Caııadiarı leaders had to the Cominterı Clearly üe Comintern appointmcns o Canada such as Charles
Scou of üıe Pan-Agıerican Bııreau had gıeat iıüluence boü on üıe Canadian party arıd on üe Comintern
interpeation of Caııadian even§. Eqııatly cleg is thc immensc inilueırce ıhst the CPUSA played in
Canadian affairs, as exemplifıed by üıe role Jrck Johnsone played as advisor to §ıowart Smiıtı in üe euly
l930s while ıhe Caııadian leadenhip was incarçeraıed" Similarty wheıı thc Ukrainians defected en nıasse
ftom the parry after Jack l{acDonald's demise a§ party l€ad€r, ıhe comp,romisc arıaııg€ment that brought üe
LJkrainiaııs brck in was engineered in 1930 by a CI represenı8üye, one Mykhailento who sayed in Caııada
for six monthsf A similg role was played by Kullervo ldarın€r, a former leader of üe Finnistı CP, wiü
regards o the Carıadian Finns.a7

10. Press

A discussion of üe party's periodical pubücations reessitaı€s a şüt ino üe euly years, basically the
1920s, and a sepaıate discussion of thç l930s in which the far great€( influence of tho puty led to a
floırishing press wiü marıy publications storııming from local and ftıont ğgıııizations. The discussion here is
limited to publicaticıs for which üeıp are extant co,pies.€

In the 1920s üe pre€omintem apıproved CPCs, namely üıe Caııadian Section of üıe United
Communist Party of Arıericc pıodırcd only one issııe of Tlu Conınaııisı Bullcün (foronto, l92l). The
undagıouııd CPC produced ttıree papers ln l9l and early l922,Tlıc Coıııııuııist (Igonn, monlhly, }vtay-

July 191), Tlıc Workırs Wora (iqono, 17 Augusı l9l), and Tlıe Workcrs Gııard (foronlo, weekly,
September 192l - Febıııuy l92). With the fornatio of the legat Wortcrs Prty of Caı,ada" the nerv weetly
ç4p4Tlu Workır, appeü€d. Althougt is titte has vuic( it has be€n publishing ever sincc. (It bccame Tlıe
Daiğ Clarion on lviay Day l95, Tlu Clgbn fton Jııne 1939 to July l91, andTlu CaııdiınTribııııc fuw
20 Janııary 1940 on)

The Party also publistıed mce şecialized pubücations aimed at ırarious gpoup§. For laboıır thers
werc Tlu Lcft Wing (fororıto, ln*l926) and üen Tlıc Caııdiaıı Laboıa Monılğ (foıonto, lg28-1929r.
For the Young Communist lıague üerç was Tlu Youııg Workır (foruıto, l9%-l93q anölatrr Tlıe
Advance (foronto, Decsmber 1936 o August 1937) and Tlu Ncw Advaııcc (foonto, 1938-194l?). For
women rvortcrs üeıt was, albeit for a very sircrt tine, Tlu Woınan Workır (foonb, l9?frlV29?), lhe
organ of üıe Womens labc l-eagırs. Finally, for farrıers theıe was Tlıe Fıınmı (Saskaıoon arıd }Vinnipeg,
|92ftL935).

The degıee of the Party's p,roblans in Quebec is reflected in the paucity of üe French-language
press. The party pıoduced no Fıench paper in the l920s and followed wiü only a shut-lived paper in l93G
L93l, L'oııırier caııdicn of Monueal. It was uıly wiü the appeaıaııce of Cları€ in February 1935, which
lasted for four years, ıhaı üe party could be said to have a reşecable French-langııage prass. It was raided
by üıe Quebec poüce and slıut down under the famous Padlck Iaw of üe right-wing Quebec governıııent
led by ivtaıırice Duplessis. After üıe Paıty began to suppğt üıe war it published La Vicıoire in }vionUeal frorrı
I94l to |9u.

The party's langııage federations also had importarıt periodicals. Among üe most impotanı were üe
FOC's Vapaııs (Sudbııry, l9l7-|914) and the series of papenı and magazinas pıülistıed by the IJFLTA.

6 Kolasky, Propluts and Proletgians, pp. |267.

a' Angus, Canadian Bolslıeviks, pp. 308-10, and Aino Kuusinen, Tlıe Rings of Destiny: Inside Soviet
Russia from Lenin to Brezhııev §ew York, 1974), pp. 85-7.

* This üscussion is based largely on Weinrich, Socigl Protest, pp. 399436, but is augmented by
Kolasky, P ro pluıs and P roleıarians.
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Among thşe were UbaiıısÜ Robinychi Yisn (Ukrainian laboın New§, Winnipeg, 1919-1937), which was
succeeded from 1937-194l by Narodıu Hazeta (Winnipeg). Other UFLTA publicaıions included iJoios
Robiııryısi (Voice of the Wokingwomani Winnipeg, lE23-!.9U) and its §uccesffi, Robiıırysb (Workingwo-
man, Vy'innipeg,I9Z.-l93fl and aimed ü youü Sviı Molodi ğouü's Worl4 }Yinnipeg, 1927-1930) and
Boiova Mobd (Mititaııt Youtiı, Winnipeg, l93G,l932). Finally for the rııral adherents of üe UFLTA was
Farıtıersk 7.hyıtia (Farmerc' Life, Winnipeg, l95-194O).

Importuıı Jeıı.ish pubücations wqı Der Kqnpf Morıtrea[ l9Z-l939) and Der Veg Cforontc _939-
l%0). Smaller gıoups ,ı/itiı their owıı Fpcnı inclııdcd Cloatiaııs and Serbs, Borba (fhe Stnıggle, Toronto,
l93G1936) and then Slobodıo Misao (Free ThoughL lVtontreal and Toronto, l93C19,10) arıd Praıda (Jutice,
ToıDnto, 1937-19aQ; Czechs and SlovaLs wıth Roboücke Slovo (Worken Wcd, Toronto, 1932-1936) and
Hlas L'ııdıı (Voice of üc Pmple, Toıonlo, 19361940); Hungariarıs wııth Kanadai Magyo Mıır,kıs (Canadiarı
Hungariarı Woıto, Ilamitıon and Torono,1929-1967); Iıaliaıs, Il Lavaore (forcnıo, 1935-1938);
Lithuanians, Darbiniııhı Zodıs (Workers World, Tororıto, |932-1936) and Liaıüies Balsas (People's Voice,
Toronlo, 1936-1970); arıd, last but noı least, Pole.§, Glos Pracy §oice of lıbour, Winnipeg and Toronıo,
L932-L940> and, Kronika Tygodniowa (Weekly Chıonicle, Torono, 1941).

In the l930s party publications pıoüferaıed as varioııs stuggles irıcr€ased in severity. Tlu labr
Defendcr, üıe ogan of üıe party's Carıadian Labor Defeııse lıague, appeared from 193Gl935. Similarly, the
party's prominent role in orguıizing üıe ıınorganized led o a number of papers, such as Tlu Uıumployed
Workır §aııcouver, lYZ9-|932),Tlı3 BC RclğCaıııpWorkcr (Vancouver, 1933-1935), and o laal papers
such as ıhe Toronto Uıumployed Worker (1930) and ıhe Uıumploycd Bülcüı (Calgary, 1931-1932).

Similarly tlıe successes of üe Worten Unity lıague in the early l930s led to a s€rie§ of papen
related o ıtıe varioıs TVUL unions. The major paper of this type wu Workers Urury Ctoronto, 1931-1930.
Papers of üis type şecific to uııion or locale weıe Tlu Sıeelworker uıd lufliııer (Sydırcy, Nova Scotia, 1933-
1951), üıe BC Luıııber Workır §ancouver, 1934-1938), andTlu Seochlighı (Carıadian Seaıners Union,
Montreal, 1937-1949). Eıamples ıelat€d to specifıc struggles include Tlıc Caııdian Necdle Workır (foroııto,
September-November 1930) andTlıc h.ıııfuı Workcr (Sudbııry, Sepomber- December 1932).

Theorctical journııs weıE not the paıty fcte fa most of this period buı one e8ıy aücmpt was the
Coııımuııisı Rqiew Cfoıonto, lftrch lg34. - Janııary 1935. Dııring üe illegal period in 1940 the undergıound
party produced Montlğ Reücıı Cforonıo, Mrch l94O - August l94O). Finally, üe ıeııamed I$or-
Progıessive Party initiaıed üe mct concerted of such efforts under the editgship of Sunlcy Ryerson in
|§!,!,. |lagiglal Affairs Monılüy (fuono) appeued thaı year and pubtishcd until üe major party butles of
1956-57.

Simitarly culnıral pııblications took ıelaıively liule of the CPC's aıtention in the l92fu (with the
exception of the langııage federaıions for whom cultıral wck was always cnıciat). As üıe Prty grew in the
1930s it attracted eFowing numb€rs of suıdenıs and cıılnıııl wqkers and began lıı stıow mue interçsı in
üteranııe and üıeatne. The first important aııadian ouües for this wort werç Tlu Masscs Ctoımo, 1932-
1934) and Ncııı Fronticr (foronto, |9361937r. While definitely not formal party pıüticaıiqıs üesc joıınıals
included the wort of many young party intellecuıats including Sunley Ryerson and Td Allan and also üe
work of many rising Caııadian creaüve writers irclıding t eo Kenrrcdy, Doroüy Livesay, and AJ.ivt Smith.

1I. Opposition Groııps

The hisory of Canadiarı Trotskyism has received üttle scholarly attention. This fact is somewhat surprising
given üıe prominerrce of ivtaıırice Specto, üıe only Caııadiarı elected ıo üe ECCI, in üıe emergence of
Trotskyism in Nortiı America Specıor, along wiü James Carınon, might be termed üe fathers of the Nort}ı
American Trotskyist movemenl The oüer major casııalty of üe leadenhip wan in the CPC aı üe end of üe
1920s, Jack lvlacDonald, also evennıally joined the Tıos§ist movemenl Nevertiıeless Carıaıliarı Troskyism
remained a small minority movement on üe left, much deşised by communists and saial democrats
alike.ag Much more reseaıch needs o be done on this subjecı

o9 On Speclor see Rodney, Soldiers, pp. 169-170; Angus, Canadian Bolsluviks, pp. 87-88. See also the

skerchy but useful Gary O'Brien, "}daıırice Specor and the Origins of Canadian Tıotskyism" (MA thesis,

Carleon University, 1974), and Constance Ashon Myers, Tlıe Proplıeı's Army: Troıslcyism in Aıncica,
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The major Engtish-langııage paper of üe fırst Canadian Troıskyisıs was Tlıe Vangııod (foronıo,
|932-1936\, organ of üıe Interııationat L€ft Opposition in Caııada It was followed one yer laıer by
Robiıırychi Visn (Iıbor News, Toıonto, 1933-1938), publistıed by the Caııadiaıı Section of the Left
Oppositiorı, Fourth Intemational . Tlu Vangı.rd was suçceedcd in t938 by Socialist Action (fconto) which
published untit 1939 when it was supprassed under üe Defence of Camda regüatioııs, and was followed by
a number of irregular underground issuesİ The Foıırü Inıernaıional also had a youth mov€ment in Canada
and its pubücations included Ocıober Yoıalı (forono, 1933) and Yoıng Miliıaııı (Totoııto, 1933-t934).

While Trotskyism ha§ received liale aneııtion in Canad& üe hisory of the Commuııist Pğty
(Opposition) has received almost noıp. The CP(O) in Caııada was closely re|ated o ıhe American Paıty ld
by Jay Lovesıone aft€( his oıpulsion from the CPUSA for American eıceptioııalism. It had signifrcant but
small followings in Monreal aııd in Toıonto, eşecially among Jewish gıımenı woıters. Iı la§ıcd for abouı a
decade, organized ıhrough participation in üe US movement and through a Worters Eüıcaıion League in
Monu,eal uıd through the }Vorkers League of Caııada in Torono wheıe üıey managed to produc€ aı leası one
issue of Tlu Caııdian Toiler. Prominenı members in Torono included William Mğiarty, a founding
member of the CPC who died in 1936, arıd Fred Peel, üe former edior of Tlu Workırs Gııaıd, and in
Monneal Israel Breslow, üe editor of. Der Kanıpf, Michael Buhay, unül his rehabiütation in the CPC, and
Kalmen Kaplarıs§, later prominent in üe Canadian nade union moyement and the IL0.5ı

12. Development of Commıuıisı Cultııre

On üis point üıere has simply beerı inadeqııate research o say mırch at this poinı It is clear thaı within üe
language federations üıerc was an extraordirıaıily rich culnıral experierıce which was decply associaıed wiü
communist poliücs. It is also clear üat in the single indıstry communities whers the CPC was sbng, such
as in Alberta and British Columbia coal mining towns, or in Cape Breton, or in Ngttıern Ontario lumber and
metal mining centers signiiicarıt çg66nnist suFculnıçs emerged" Of all üese T.iule Moscows" üıe most
prominenı was the Crows Nest Pass cool mining own of Blairmoıe, Albğta. In üıe euly l930s it electod a
communist ıown govemment and renaıned its rnain stneet after Tim Buck, üıe leader of üe CPC. At üıe
momenı, however, it is hard to say mırh more than ttuı abouı Blairmore or its equivalcrıts rross ıhe
countryj2

Needless o say üıe celebration of }viay Day played a huge role in communist cirçle.s. Thıough the
CPC and foreigıı-langııagc pığss il woııld be relatively easy to build ııp a description and analysis of the
development of such celebrations, but ıınforuınately it remains o be dorıeİ

1 928-1 94 1 (Wesport, 1977).

50 On the Defence of Carıada Regulatiorıs, see Ramsay C@k, "Canadian Freedom in Waıtime, 1939-
|945", in W.H. Heick and Roger Graham (eds), His Own Man: Essays in Hoıoıu of AR.M. Lower
(Monreal, 1974), pp. 37-53.

5ı On üıe CP(O) see Angus, Caııadian Bolslıeviks, p,p. 304-308, and Robert J. Alexarıdeı Tlu Riglıı
Opposition: Tlıe lıvestonciıes aııd tlu Interııatioıul Coırıınıııist Opposition of ılıe 1930s (We.spoıt, 198l),
pp.253-258. Clearly researçh is needed in the internatioııal materials of üe CP(O) to consider ıhe Caııadian
role at geater lengttı. Alexaııder notes, for example, üıat Moriany received a warm obinıary noıice in
Workers Age (New YorD from Heinrich Braııdler, the leader of ıhe Interrıatiorıal Communist Opposition.

52 For discussions üıat suggest srch a communist cultııre see such üverse works as Jim Tester (ed.),

Sports Pioııeers: A History of ılu Fiıınish-Caıadian Amaıeıır Sporıs Federaıion 1906-]986 (Sudbury, 1986)

and üe appopriaıe sections of laine, On tlıc Archival Heiıage, esp. pp. 155-199, 3a-379.

53 Even üe annual report of üe Depaıtnent of Labour on Labour Organization in Cuıafu (Ofawa,
i911-) gives capsuie summaries of May Day even§ each year.
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13. Conclıısbn

An overall aştimation of üe influ€nce of a relaüvely small poütical party which enjoyed limitd electoıal
sucoes{ı is difficult to mate. For the moment I woııld simply advaııce üe hypothesis that üe CPC was far
more importarıt arıd influential in Canadian life in the interwar years than any historical ıvriting to date in
Canaü has admitted The daumentation of such a claim must await fiırüer reseaıçh arıd mce sprce to tell
the sory in its various aspects.

In addition, far moe work is needed to gain a proper assıe$ıment of üe role of the Comint€rıı in
Canadian party life. While there can be no doubt abouı üıe crııcial CI role in üe Party's birüı and in üe
yean of oisis from |nf'-3l, üe predominant view of absolute CI control, especially after 1928, seems
overly mechanical. The more nııanced woü of auüors such as }viaııley suggest ttıaı we rıeed to pay far mo,re
aüenüon to üe role of rank-and-file Communists in ıeat struggles and rather less !o üe wraııgles of üıe
leadership. In oüer words what is needed is a social histry of Canadian communisrn.
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