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Class struggle, race eınancipation or national überation?
The communist movement in south Africa and the comintern,

1919.1943

1 . I ntrodııction : ılıe P robleııatic

The hisory of the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) in the era of the Communist International (CD
is an interesting subjecı Formed in lg2l as the successor to a nrımber of white socialist goup§ sympaüising
,yiü Russiaıı Bolshevism, üe cpsA tied o evolve a revolutioıary §trategy adju§ted to üıe complex multi-
racial enviıonment wiüin which it had to operate.' At üe same tiınç, it had !o reckon with the eııer shifting
policies of üıe internatioııal organisation it formed part of.ı The development of South Afticaıı commıınism

ı The CPSA,lissolved itself shctly befcp the passing of üe Suppe§on of Communism Act in 1950.
In 1953 üe paıty was reconstiuıted (nw as an illegal orgaııisation) ımder the name of Souü Africarı
Communist Party (SACP). See c.g. A. Lcrumo (Le. Michrel llaırıe), Flfiy Fiehıhs Yeus. Tlıe Sowh Sıican
Coırıınıııisı Puty 191-197I (Loıüı, l97l), p,p. 9G92, 97. This work is a kind of official party hisory.
Apaıt from the Party Aıchives (now appareııtly brck in South Africa) and material on üıe Souü Africaıı
communist mov€ment in üe Cominterıı Archives, primary sotııce maıerial relaıing o the hisory of üe
CPSA carı be found in seveıal maııuscıipt collections. The mcı importarıt of these ae the Bıınting Pryen
and various Tıade Union Archives u üe University of the Winvarcrsıaıı( Johannasbırg; üe James La Guma
Papen (in possession of his son Aleı Ia Guma who also wıote an unpublished biography of his faüer) and
the Johnny Gomas Papers (depo§ited wiüı Dorcen Musson) in Cape Town; Police Reports, Coıırt Reccds
and chtııch Records in vrioıs centr€s in souü Africa; the aıchivps of vrioııs Govemment commissions in
the Naüorıal Aıchives, Pretaia; and material in some archival collections in Britain and the USA, üke üe
CPSA Collection at üe lioover Instinıtiorı, University of Sanforü The mct impctant printd soıırces are
party new§pop€rs, |iko Tla Inıerıatbııal, Tlu Sowh African Workır, Umsebeıızi, Iııhılı.lcko, Freedom and
Tlu Gııardian; prty pamptıles, leaflğ§ aııd oıher publicatioıs, most of which caıı be foıınd in South African
übraıies (in prticular thc Soııth African Librry, Cape Town); and ıhe worts §ouıi African Coırııruniss
Speü üiıeA by Brian Bunting ud Ftty Fighıing Years by L€rumo, both of which contain party docrıments
(pııogrammes, manifeslos et§.) and ıEpğts frıom üe party F.ss.

2 The C?SA was the only serioııs communist party in Sub-,Satıgan Africa in the Comintom era. There
wı§ some commnnist agiatbn and conırcts betıreen the cominterı and ııationalist uıd laboıır elemens in
various parts of Blrck Africe but üis did not lead to the formation of viable communist parties, although, in
addition o South Africaıı communists, a sgıall number of Black Africaııs werc trained at üe 'Eastern
Wokers Communist University" G([İ[V) in Moscoıy. Besides üe Comintern and üıe lrague against
Imperialism, the Rd linternıional of Iıboıır Unions, through ıhe International Tıade Union Committee of
Nego Woıters (faırıed in 1928) and its new§p4€r Tlu Negro Workır, and üe kıtsrnaıiorıal Red Aid
establi§ıed contacts in Black Africa At vrious poins in time, particularly in the early 1930s, contact waıı
mainained with gıoups and irdividııals in Britistı aııd French Wesı Aftica Liberia, French Cenral Africa
Briüsh Ea§t Afric4 iııtozambique aııd ivradagascar. In üe last oııntry, a section of the International Red
Aid/Iıboıır Deferpe was formed in 1933 and a cgnmunisı paıty in 1939, but üe laüer was immediately
banned. The qırstion of communist acüvity in Black Africa before World War tr deserves more atrention
from historians. See George Padmoıe, Pan-Africaüsm or Commıuıism? Tlu coming struggk for ffica
(I-ondon, 195Q, ch. 16 passim; Ror ItaliaarıdıJı, .,-hwarze Hauı im roten Griff @ilsseldorf and Vienna
1962), ch. 3; Frarız Ansperıger, "Crmmunism ın rropical Africa", in S. HamıeU uıd C.G. Widstaııd (eds.),
Tlıe Soüeı Bloc, Chiıa aıü Africa (Uppsala 1!)64), pp. 77-78,166 (note 2); Jarıe Degras (ü.\, Tlıc
Comınınist Inıerııotioıul 1919-1943. Docuınents,3 vols. (Oxford, 19561965), 3, p. l?ı4; Fritz Schatten,
Coırııruınism in Africa ([.ondon, 1966), pp. 299,322-323, 326; James R. Hooker, Black Rcvolutioııar!.
George Pdırıore's paıh from Comınıııism to Pan-Africanısız (ondon, 1967), pp. 15-19, ch. 2 passim, 5l; F.
Meli, "The Cominıern and A.frica", Tlıe ,African Commıınisı, No.43 (1970), pp. 89_91; F. Meli, "Comintern
aid for Black Revolutionaries", Tlıe ffican Commıaıist, No. 59 (|974), pp. 107-108; Francis Meli, "The
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was üı§ determined by an "internal" and "external" dimensioıı, and ttıe communiss ried o fiarmonize üe
two by defuıing üıeir policies in terms of boüı ıhe challenges of local reaiities and interrıaıiorıal communıst
strategy. Howev€tr, when by 1930 Cominterrı diıectives carrıe !o totatly mould local communist tactics, üıe
CPSA's üeıı relatively strong pcition was seriously damaged. While üere were aIso internal facors sering
definite limis o üıe potential success of South African communi§n, it was in üe final uıalysis the extemai
Comintem factor üıat was responsible fa üe destnıcüon of the paty's pcition of iniluence and populariry
anained by üe late 1920s.

This aıticle examines üe experience of ıhe South Africarı communist movement in ıhe Comintern
perid by trying to outline tiıe dilemmas arıd crırial problems tiıe CPSA was faced with, üe differenı shifts
in communist stralegy, üe successes arıd failııres of the party ard iıs atriliate<t organisations, and the re{§oııs
why in üe end coııımıırıistrı did not become a mass movement in Souü Africa Most of üese issues have in
§ome way a aııother b€en addİ€ssed in the existing literanııe, but rarely in a consistent or comprehensive
nnanner. Theıe is very üttle wort which atrcmp§ a criıical anatysis of üe early communist movement in-
cluding is ıelation§ıip o the Comintern.3

The CPSA" which originated as a white political partyı saw itser aı fınt as aıı orgaııisation mırch
like üg communist prtias in Eıııqe or Norü America The communis§ felt üey weıe fıghting for the

çrroletaıian revolution aıd socialisırı and against a ıelatively advanced capialist system ş,hich had plunged
South Africa ino an iııdu§trial revolution unique to üe African contineııL White tvtanıists weı€ generally
aware of the fact that South Africa was a peculiar tlçe of capitalist saiety inasmuch as black workers were
mae harshly exploited and oppıressed than whites.a Howev€r, racial oppression wa!ı s€en as a "secondary"
feature of üıe system, aııd it was beüeved ttaı in üe end the inteıests of all worken, black aııd white, were
identical. The moıe seıısitive spirits among üıe white raücals were beginning o undenand they should pay
particular aüention to the systcm of whirc domirıation. Ra§ial oppıression encompassed such notable realities
as ıip fact that the overç,helming majority of the black woking class - in contrast to the white workers -

were depived of üıe rrote arıd otiıer ciüc rights; üıat blrck wo,rkers, in particular Africans, were obstructed
in their efforts o organise or go on stike (although black trade unions were not prohibited); that Africans

Cominıern and SubSüaran Africa 1919-1939" (ıuıpublisiıed Ph.D. dissertation, University of l*ipüg,1973ı
Roger E. Kaneq "The Comifuem and the 'Negıo Question': Communist Policy in the United Saes and Afri-
ca. |V2|-|941", §ıJrr,4ı, Vol. 19, No. a (1973), pp. 108-113; E.T. Wilrcn, iııssia aııd Black, frica bğore
WorldWar // Qondon and Nerv Yoıtç 1976); Robin Cohen (&), Forced Labow in Colonial Afıica
1l.oıdon, 1979), being a new edition aııd traııstation of Tlu Working Class Movemcnı aııd Forccd Laboır in
Negro Africa by Ivan [. Potcliıin, Aleksand€f Z Zusmanovich and Alben Nzula (alias Tom Jackson), first
published in Russian in Moscoıy (1933), pp.2, |4-15, I45-L47, l48 (note E), 188-189.

l The best work is st'ıll HJ. and RJ,. Simqıs, Class aııd Coloııı in Souıh Africa 1850-1950 (ilarmonds-

worttı 1969), although the author§' communist sympathies aıe herç arıd there all too evidenl See for a recent

analysis Allisorı Drew, "Events W€re Bıeaking Above Their Heads: Socialism in South Africa 1921,1950",

Social Dynamics, Vol. 17, No. 1 (l91). Beside is analytical qualities, üe book by Simons and Simons is a
very rich sourc€ of empirical evidence, alüougİı higiüy impotarıt in this resp€ct - and sometimes
contradicting Simons aııd Simons - are also a number of biogrryhical aıd auobiogr4hical works, notably

Edward Roux, §-P. Bıınting. A Potitical Biograplry (Cape Town, 1944); Eddie and Win Roııx, Rebel PitY.

Ttu Life of Eddie Roııı (Iındorı, 19O); R.I( Cope, Comrade Bill.The Lıfe arıdTiınes of WJI. Andrews,

Workers' Le&r (Cape Town , |943); Brian Buntin g, Moses Koaıu. Sowh Aİrican Revolüioııary (London,

l975).

1 During the inter_war years, whites formed over 20Vo of üe Soıü African popılation, which increased

from 7 million in the early 1920s o 10 million in üe late l930s. Over nvo-thirds of üe overall population

were African, 87o were "coloıııed" (people of mixed race) and 2.59o Indian The üree non-white groııPs are

collectively referred o as blacks. Boü whites and blacks weıe undergoing a dramatic process of
proletarianisation and urbanisation during this perioĞ
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were restricted in üek freedorrı of movernent and that many of theın had !o carry pa!ıs€§ı, and so on.5

Nevertiıeless, what was seen by saialist radical§ as all-impctarıt was üe struggle against capiUlism.
Moreover, the white wcting class, notwithsunding is unmistakeable racism, wat seen as the vanguard in
üe class stnıggle. Whirc worlrers indeed weıe by far üe best orgaııised section of üıe proletariat uıd
seerningly willing to engage in mititaııt action; they would lead the Souü Africarı working class in the anü-
capitalist stnıggle, or evtn mate the revolutiqı on ıheir own.

The communists believed tiuı the rrce prejudice of white worters wa!ı a tempğary pheınmenon. It
was held o be the product of the boıırgeoisie's divisive tactics and ideology, and a matier of falsc
coııscioısıpss. It was only when they finally discovered ıhat the white working c|ass was irıeversibly
developing ino a privileged laborır aristocıacy that could not be won over o üeir caııse, that ıhe
coınmunists begaıı o ıevise their strategic position. Altbugh a change in line did not come about wiüqıt a
good deal of internal strife, after l9A üe CPSA stıifted its rnain atteııüon o the blrk workers. From a kind
of left wing of the whito laboıır movement the party developed ino a vangııard of the black pı,oletariaı The
fundameııal hfrxist belief in the ultimatc tiumph of interracial wcting class unity wa!ı never abandone(
but now üe black working class was secıı aı üıe most revoluüoııary sectiqı of the pıoletariaı In addiıion,
mce afeııtion was pai«l o üe grievancas of Africaııs in geııeral and üe issue of black freedom ard
emaırcipation. The CPSA inclıdcd democratic and anti-segıegaıionisı deınan«ls in iu propagıııda plaüorm
and party progızımme aıd üus became an organisation not uıly fighting for the black ş,orkers as work€rs,
but as blaclsj Tlıe frct that exploitation aıd racial oppıqssiğı were ofteıı nvo sides of the same coin ma&
üis a logical develçmenı

The liııking of ecoınmic and poliücal struggles, üe party's involveıııent not ğıly in the emerging
black wgking-class movement but in üıe black überation movem€ııt as well, resulted in a remaıtable gıowth
of the cpsA in the laıe l920s. tndeecl, there carı be litüe doubt thaı it was the communists' acüve role in üe
stnıggle against racial oppıression and üıeir militant alternative o the hesitant policies of black organisations
like the African Natioal Congrcss (A}.IC) and the Industrial and Commerçial Wo,rters' Union (ICU), rather
than ıheir ideology of üe class §tnıggle or eyen their efforts in the field of tıade uniorıism, which accounted
for their increased popıılarlty with largc numbers of Africaııs, coloıııeds and Indians. At the same time,
however, disagreement on the poliücal nauııç of the struggle against white domination was leading to a faal
controvenıy. h LWl, a debarc enıpt€d wiüıin ıhe party _ lrgely prompted by the Cominterrı _ on üe
quesüon of whether üe struggle fc black freedom should be deftıed as a stnıgge fot ııatioınl übentiqı of
the Africaıı majority a8ainst Briüsh imperialismJ The corıtmüoııs issue was whether Soııth Africa wa§ !o be
included in the Cominun's analysis of the colonial and national rçvolutiaı.

At first the ınaİırity of üıe prty's leadership rejected the ıpş, Comintern tine üıat the fust sage in
the South Africaıı revolution was üe stuggle for national serdet€rrııirıaticı of the Africarıs and that the
CPSA should adopt the slogan of an "independeııt Nuive rpublic". After the Sixü Comintern Congress,
however, üe party lud no other opüon but o accept üıe Cominterıı's decision. This tıırn, and all that is secn

5 See for a useful survey of üe evolution of the numeıoııs legal poütical" social, economic and
psychological aspects of rrce ı€liıtioıı§, rrcial discriminaıion and the system of white dominatiorı in twentieth
century South Aftica" Ellen Hellmann (ü,.), Haııdbook on Racc Relatioııs in Sowh ffica (Johannesbtırg,
l%9); I.eo il,tğquamd, Tlu Peoples aııd Policies of South ffica (4th edition, Oxford, 1969). Only in üıe
Cape Province, wiü iıs non-racial but qııalifred fraııchise, a number of blacks had access to ıhe vote, while
pass laws were less sringeııtly enfoıced üıan in the Transvaal, Oraııge Free Sarc ç Naal. In üıe 1930s,
however, the leverage of üe African yote in üe Cape was undermined by new segregationist legislation.

6 The "programmetic evolutiorr' of the CPSA can be followed through party documenB pubüshed in
Brian Bunting (ed.), Sowh Afıican Coıwııııııists Speak. Docınıens from tlıe Hisnry of tlu South Africoı
Coırıınıııist Poty 1915-1980 (Iorıdon, 1981); Lerumo, Fifty Figlıting Years, pp. 1t5-208.

7 Since 1910 Souü Aftica was a self-governing (i.e. white-ruled) Dominion wiüıin üe British Empire.
Although economically üe country was heavily dominated by British capital and British imperialism, in
socio-political terms üe posiüon was obviously different from üose terriories that were ruled diıectly by
Eııropeaıı colonial pow€rs. Perhaps a suitable definition of the South African siuıation and South African
society would be "internal colonialisrıı". Since üe early 1960s, the SACP is şeaking of "colonialism of a
şecial tlpe".
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as resııiting frorı ii, moıe tiıan anv other aspect of üe early histcy of Souü Africarı communism, has
atrracted üe anenuon of historians.j In order ıo clarify ıhe issue, it seeıns impctarıt o distinguısh beüween
tiııee different elements, which in effect suçceeded each other in time. There is fırsüy üe question of
whether üe 'black ıepubüc slogan", which became official party policy after 1928, was itself üıe acnıal
caııse of the subscquaıı demise of the CPSA (a subsidiary questicı is who was primarüy ıtşonsible for the
slogan's intnodırction - üe Comintern or ceıtain Souüı Africaıı commıııiss). Secondly, theıe is üe question
of the extrıeıne-leftist sectarian pety line aftat L929: this altered the way in which the cpsA was working
wiü the new slogan in p,racüce. Thiıdly, theıe is üıe "Bolshevi§atiorın of the party after 1930. This put an
end !o int€rııd party derıocrrcy and paved the way for a self{estnrctive series of expulsions.

For South Africarı communism üıe 1930s were a perid of disintegraııon, confusion and
marginalisation Indeed üey weıe years of gross absıırditias, continuel stife and at times asıounding
oppornüıi§ıı. By 1938, üıe CPSA waı m üe brirü of going ou of existence. Thereafter a modest revival
began, but üe party did not sırceed in regaining is former saeııgü aıd now had !o siıare the field ıviü
competing group§ like thc Trotskyiss and non-communist radical black gganisations.g We may divide the
history of üıe Souü African cmmunist movement ino foıır periods. Dııring üe period |9l9-19Z, üIra

communists devotcd most of their aıention to thc sııpposedly ıevolutioııry potential of the white working
cla§s, aı orr point beginning to rationalize üıeir rcüons in t€rıııs of the "miıed ftont" tactics of ıhe "second
period". In üe years 1925-19§, the CPSA rırned to üe Africaıı ıııassesı and became a predominarıüy black
organisatiorı of some significaııco, althougi whitcs continued to dominaıe üe prty leadcnhip. Dııring üe
years 1931-1938, comprising the bleakest part of üe "third perid" and üıe yean of the Popular Front, üe
party was close ıo becoming a qııaııtiıE ııcgligcüle. Fiııally, in üe yeaıs 1939-1943 üe party got back on its
feet again aııd - after haring adopt€d a pro.wğ sunce in l94t - even auained a new popuJarity, if this time
mainly among whites. Thus, the party's gıoş,ü in the early t%Os did not lead o a complete resıoration of
its former positiorı of iııflueııce among blrck Souü Africans. Like the yean following World Vy'ar I, üe
early 1940s were a period of gıeat laboıır ıınrest, and even saw üe greatesı strike wave among Africans so
far. But inteıestingly enough, while aıound 1919 the "South Africaıı Bolsheviks" wae doing everything üıey
could o diı€ct the different ıvater struggles ino revolutioııary channels, n |942-1943, aııxious as ıhey were
!o support Üıe wr effğt, the communists were discouraging strÜe action.

2.Whiu Laboıır aııd tlu Müing of ılu Paıty (1919-192I)

Aı the time of üıe foundation of üıe CI in lvlaıch 1919, South Africa's rdical 56çielis§ and followers of the

Bolshevik Revolution were convinced thaı üe Souıiı Africaıı wating class, deşite its remoteness from the

Euıopeaıı ıevolutionary §cgıp, wa!ı to play a sigıifıcant part in the ş,orld-wide proletarian upheaval. To many
a tdarıist ıevolutioııry thcrç scgncd o be amplc evidence fa üis. Almost simuluneoıs wiü the Fint
Congıess of the Cominteın, striking whirc municipal workers in Johanrıeshng oıısted tiıe local Town

' See in particutar Kanet, 'The Comintern and üe 'Negıo Qırstion'" (alıhough üe passages on Souü
Africa ııre ııot always corı€cı); iü{artin Legassick, Class aııd Natioıulism in Sowh,4İricaıı protesl: ılıc South
Africaıı Coıııııııııist Pory aıü ılu "Native Repülic", ]928-34 (Syracuse, 1973); Sheridarı Johns, 'The Com-
intern, Souüı Africa aııd üe Blrck Diaşora", Revieııı of Politics, Vol. 37, No. 2 (1975); Robin D.G. Kelley,
"The Third Irıternatioml and üıe Sruggle for National Liberation in Souü Aftica", Ufalaııu, Vol. XV, Nos.
1-2 (1986); Nyawuza, "The Road o üıe 'Black Repııbtic' in Souü Africa", Tlu Africaıı Coıııınıııist, No. 122

(1990), and "Iıft, Right on the Road to the Black Republic", Tlıe African Commıaıist, No. l23 (l90). A
closer examination of the archives of boü the CPSA and the Comintern might throw more light on various
controversial qııestions concerning the relationstıip berween üe nvo organisatiorıs.

9 ln this anicle no systeınatic attention is paid to üe origins of South African Trotskyism - üis would
require anottıer paper. Suffıce it o say üıat, o alt ap,peaıances, TroBkyism began wiü the formation in üe
early 1930s of opposition group§ in Cape Town and Johannesbıırg outside tte CPSA. It would appear that

within the CPSA iıself an organised çposition never existed aıd that üıese gıoups were formed only after

the fiıst round of expıılsiorıs in 193l. See Roııx, S?. Buııting, p. 146; Banıch Hirson, Yoıırs for llu Union.

Class aıü Coıııınaııity Strugglcs in Souıh Africa, ]930-1947 (Lorıdon and New Jersey, 1990), P. 40; Drew,

"Socialism in Souü A.frica", pp. 54-55.
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Councıi, seized conrol of mıınicipl affıirs and elected a "Provisioııal Board of C;ontrol" which was soo
sryled the "Johannesbıırg Soviet'. The initiative fa üis rctiorı came from W.H. (Bill) Andıews, a leading
meınber of üe Intenıational §ocialist lıague (ISL), üe majc forerıınno of üıe CPSA. Again in Janııary
|9?fr, a self-styled municipal "soviet" briefty took over control of üe city of DıırMıı.ıo If these events weıE
dl atrairs of whitcs only, they deınorsrarcd ü,aı in üıe hecüc yeaıs after World Wr I "Bolshevism" was a
popular ğy wiü many white wo(ters.ıı

A t]rpical South Africaıı drama sprlnging from üe peculiar amalgam of white woıter militaırcy and
racial chauvinisrıı, soon cast a shadow over üe Johannesbıırg soviet of 1919, stıowing üıe nanııe of "white
clıqs coıucioı§ıE§s". As whio woıters were erıgaged in their short-lived revolutioııary experiment, Africans
were deffig üe pass laws in a pa*sive resistaıpe campaip mounted by üe A}.iC. Tho respoıuıe o üıis of
white suite lead€rs was to promi§e assistaırce to üe locked-out Town Council o quell ıhe "native meııa@";
an assıııranoc was giveo that "in üis prticulaı ınaüct" üey would stand by the Council aııd "the communi-
ty'." It was ıxıt the fırst time, n6 the last, that şrhirc workers btray€d blacts who weıe voicing econornic
or poütical grievaırces.l3 The frct of üe marer was thaı even those whitcs who did not belong o the skilled
laboıır ri§tocızry but were ü best semi_skilled woıters, still belonged o a racial aristocıacy. What they
were most coırcerned about was o keep the blacks "in üeir place". It ook South Africaıı ivirıists
remaıtably log to lecn this lesson.

The deiate thı erıpted in üıe colıımns of üe [SL's newspaper Tlıe laerııabıuJ in connecüon wiü
the acinıde of üıe Johannesbıırg soviet, ıevealed the dilemma üe white followen of Bolshevism saw
theınselves confronted wiü. Sidney P. Bımting, a lawyer who defended Africaııs arıested for contravention
of the pası laıvs and who had reccııtly bceıı assaıılrcd by a white mob, called the Jotıanrasbıırg soviet an
"arisıocra§' revoluüonn, an affıir of white woırters who cheerpd Bolstıevisrn but haughtily igıored üe
claims of "üe ıınderdogs of Bannı race". Oıı the other haııd D. lvon Joıps, anoüer prominerıt member of the
ISL an( as much as Bunting, an upholder of the caıısc of Africaıı freedom, deferded üıe stiters in an
article titled "The White Worters' Bıırden". According !o Jones it was "anti_p,roletarian" to sııeer at the white
wo,rk€rs, who were aft€r atl "ıhe engine of üe ıevolution in souüı Africa, jıst as üe comparatively small
industrial poletariaı of Russia steer€d the big mass of üe Rıssian people ino ıhe Soüet Repubüc".ıa Tlıree
yeas later, Bunting was to show thaı he had not lost his faith in ıhe white waking class either.

The ISL, which originatcd in l9l5 as an anti_wr and socialist_interııationalist splitoff from the
South Africarı labour Party (SAIJ), had moved away from racial exclıısionism aııd come to embrace non_
racial principles. The ıısııal indiffeıence of white socialists owards üıe black worter had by rp meaıu been

'o See on ıhe Johannesbıırg aııi Dıırban sovies E. Gitsham aııd J.F. Trembuiı, A First Accoını of
Laboıır Organisaıion in Souh dfüo (Dıırbaıı, IY26\, w. 4446: Cop, Comrade Bill, p. 2O|-2a,223;
Roux, §f. Bıaıting, p. 4q IJ,. Walker and B. Weinbrerı 2,000 Casıulties: A Hisory oİ ılu Tr& Unioıu
aıü tlıc Lfuıg Moıvmcnı h ılu Union of Sowh Africa (Johanneshırg, 196l), w. 63-74; Simons and
S imons, C lass aııd C oloıu, pp. 22|-?,D., 2» -230.

ıı See for the popılarity of bol§ıevism amqıg white mineworkers F.A. Jotınslone, Class, Race aıü Gold.
A Stıüy of Class Relations aııd Racial Discrimiııaıion in South ,4frica (Iondon, 1976), pp. L2A127.

ı2 Roux, S?. Bıaıting, p.4q Simons aııd Simons, Class aııd Coloıır,p.222. For the 1919 pass resistaııce
campaigıı, see Edwaıd Roııx, Tiıac l,onger ılıaıı Ropc: A Histor! of tlu Black Man's Struggle for Freedom in
South Africa (ivtadison, 1964), pıp. |l7-12l,

ıl tn Febnıary 1920, for example, a strike of over 40,000 African mineworkers in the Transvaal gold-
mining indıstry met with üe usııal scabbing of white labour. The ISL distributed a leaflet calling on white
minewgkers not to scab or shoot u African snikers but ıo show solidarity - it was to no avail See Cope,
Comrade Bill, p. 2l5; Roux, S.P. Bunting. pp. 4G48; Roux, @ pp. 132-134; Simons
and Simons, Class and Colour, pp.230-233; P.L. Bonnçr, "The 1920 Black Mineworkers' Strike: a
preliminary acoount", in Betinda Bozzoli (ed.), labour. Townships and Protest. Studies in the social history
of the Winrarcrsrarıd (Johaıınesbıırg, |979r.

ı4 Cope, Comrade Bill, pp. ?fi2-?-M Roux, S*P. Bunting, pp. 4044; Simons and Simons, Class and
Coloıır, pp. 22.-223.
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abandored by üe bulk of üe ISL meınb€rship, buı a hard core of "lıIegıoıphilists" \y€f,! sressing üe need to
make socialist p,roıpaganda among üe eıııerging Africaıı p,roletaiat and help üem organise their own unions.
Nevertlıeless, practical woıt among Africaııs was clearly no giority, arıd it was significant thaı T.W. Thib€di
was the ISL's orıly Africaıı member.ı'Ind€ed, even among revoluüoııary socialiss üere was a ıendency ıo
think in terms of racial seprıtion In Februğy LY20, Tlu Interıuıioıul u,rote that under saialism Africans
would form ıheir "own' soviets.ı6 The staıeıneııt was typicat of an organisaıion that şras very South African
and at the same time wanrcd !o bo part of üıe world communist movemenL

The ISL had identified with the Russian Bolsheviks since 1917, and in l9l8 Bill Andıews met in
London with M. Litvinov. Strrtly after üe formaüon of üe Cominıern, the ISL scnt a Rusci"rı_§peaking
mernber to Moscow with a file of ıesolııtiqıs aııd pıblications, and Tlıe Intqııatbııal began publishing üe
Comintern's manifesto. In erly 1920, thc ISL - and aı least two other socialist gıoups - applied fc
afEliation o ttıe Comintern. Apaıcııtly, at the Secqıd Congress in July of thaı yer, the ISL was welcomed
as a member. In frcç both the ISL and üıe SALF were invited !o anend üıe congıess, bnıt neiüer of them
could serıd represeııatives. Iıı the middle of 1920, the ISL's "Declğation of Prirrciples" - which str€ssed ıhe
need o establish the dictaıaship of üe p,roleıriat and soviet pow€r in souüı Africa - was publistıed in ıhe
communist international press, aııd in Augusı/Septeınber üe twenty-one corıdiüons of admission o ttp
Cominorn weıe published n Tlu lıııcrıutioıul, along wiüı oüer documents of the Second Congıess. Then,
in Deceınber 1920, the ISL issued a staı.nent on the achievemeııt of "Socialist Unity' in Souü Africa,
indicating acceptance of the tweııty-qıe conditions. fuıoüer stabınent, issued in the same monıh, dealt wittı
the political t §k§ of suc,h a rcw prq}r. While expressing gerıcral agı€ement with the views of the Comintern
on üe rwolutioııary ıole of communist pğtie$ üıe statement str€ssed that u üıe peserıt moment üere was
no revolııtianary sinıatbn in soııü Africa, but üıaı the chief tasLs of the paıty we,rc education, proıpagaııda
and orgaııisation Inde€( prepring fc illegal in addition to legıl wqt was considered undesirable in üıe
ciıcumstances; üe struggle for the righs of coıııbinaüon, strike acüqı and free şeech of the workers should
not appear as a conşiracy.ı? It ırould seeın that the ISL, for atl its revolutioııry tatlç in practice had a

'5 See on tho ISL Cgw, Comrüc Bill, pp. 175-22| passim; Simons and Simons, Claıs aııd Coloıır, pp.
|U-26l passim; Roıx, Sf. Bııatiııg, w.2549; Roıx, Tjıııc Longer ılıaıı Rope, pıp. 129-134; Sheridaıı Johııs,
"The Birü of the Communist hty of Soııth Africa", Tlu Inurııatioııal Joııııul of Afıican Hisıorical Stııdhş,
Vol. D( 3 (1976), gp.372-376; Dorceo Mıısson, Ioluny Gomas,Voice of tlıe Working Class: A Political
Bbgraplıy (Cape Town, 1989), p. 2l, who writes üıat üe tSL gaiııed a number of coloııred members in
Kimberğ in 1919. On eaıty ISL aıeuıps ıo encoıırage Africaıı trade um*nism on ıhe Witwaıersraııd see

F.A JotnstoıE, "The IWA on the Raııü socialist organising among Black worters on the Rarı4 l9l7-8", in
Bozzoli (&), Laboıır, Tmııuhips aııd Proıcsc Crain Soudien, "A Brief Histry of the Indııstriıl Wclrers of
Africa" (pap€r presented to the Iüscy Wottsha'The }lıitwatcrsrand: ljborır, Tovmsiıips and PıUerns of
Pıotest", Febnıry 198). In l9l&l9l9,ISL milianş distributed a pamphrcı in Zılu uıd Sesoüıo ğğedTlu
Bolslıeviks Are Coming, one of üıe first instarces of commuııist popaganda in ths nıtive Africaıı langııages.
The pamphlet is re,prodırced in Lcrııııo, Fifty Figlüing Years,p.115-116, aıd Bunting (ed.), Sor.rrı Sricaıı
Coırıınaııisıs Swü, pp. 38-4O. The laü€r wo* (pp. 3C38) also cqıtains the I§L's Declaration of hinciples
ftom Janııry l9l9, which spoke of ıhe negd for rcvolution, the dictaıorship of üe proletaril and üe
establi§ıment of a Socialist Rçublic of South Aftica- Orı eaty foıçrıııneıs of üe CPSA in Cape Town, like
the Social Democratic Federation and thc Inftsrial Socialist [.cagrr, organisadğıs that rveıe like üe ISL
trying o break ouı of the constraiııs of whirc exclusionism, sec W.[L flarrison, Memoirs of a Socialisl in
Sowh Africa, 1n3-B47 (Cape Town,1947); Johns, "The Birüı of the Communist Party", pp.376377;
Evangelos Ldaııt?aris, "The Promise of the Impo§ble Revoluüon: The Cape Town Industial Socialist
Leagııe, 1918-192l", Stzdir,s iı tlıe History of Capc Tov,n,YoL.4, l98l.

16 Simons and Simgıs, Class aıü Coloıır, p. 237.

" Cop", Comr& Bill,pp.208-2ü,2l7,220 Simons and Simons, Class aıdColow,pp.244-?46,250,
256-258; Nathaniel Weyl,Traüors' End. Tlu Rise arrd Fall of ılu Coırımunist Movement in Souılwrn Africa
(New Rochelle, N.Y., 1970), pp.6768; F. Meü, "Natiorıalism and Internationalism in Souü African Libera-
o9ş", Tlıe Afrtcan Coııımıınişı, No. 57 (1974), p. 48; Bunting (ed.), South African Coımuınisıs Speü, p. aa;

Johns, "The Birtlı of the Communist Party", pp. 374-375,38G386. See also Johns's unpubüshed Ph.D.
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fairly realisic if not "legalisüc" approach o üıe Souttı African siuıaüon.
fuıother criiicat not€ in üe ISL's poücy statement concerned the quesüon of the relatiorıship O üe

Iıboıır Party.IJnin's advice to Britislı communists o seek affiliation o üe Laboıır Party was rejected for
South Africa. Unlike üe British l:boıır Party, ıhe stıııement said, the SALP (a party of white workers only
aııd an advocate of racial segıegation) tacked üıe support of the mass of worters, i.e. üe Africaııs, who
might nırn against 8lıyoııe who sııpported iL In 1919_1920, üere had been discıssions between ttıe ISL aııd
üe SALP on üe possibilities of coqeration, but these proved abortive and aftenvaıds üıe SALP was harsh-

ly oiticisedıt fiıe frt that the SALP rvas invit€d o attend ıhe Secorıd Comintern Congress suggest§ üıat
Moscow was rather ill_infcıııed about the south African siuıation, or had as much confideııce in üe white
laboıır movement as üe Souıh Africaıı communiss üemselves. It also shows ttıal aı üi§ stagp üıe Com-
intem's policy of promoting the colonial revolution waıı not meant for Souü Africa.

Atthough the debate on the formatiqı of a ıuıited commıınist party had beeıı going on siırce 1919, it
was only in ttıe fırst half of l92l that the decisive step§ were made owards the creation of such a party. The
ISL's aıınııal conference of Janııry l92l, said to be the ulargestn and 'most re,pıesenıative" gaüıering of so-
çialis§ yet held in south Africa, was atteııded by members of rival socialist grcup§, left-wing members of
üe SAIJ, aııd black as well as white uade unionists. The confereırce adopted ıhe ISL statgınent§ of
December 1920 and - ovcr üe opposition of a minority of whio delegates frorn Johannesburg - a üesis by
Bunting on 'The ISL and üe Coloıııed and Naıive Worker" (this will be discııssed below). It frırttıer decided
!o cr€ato a single prty based m ıhe prirriples of the Third Internatiorıal. While in the event Cape Town's
radical socialists pıoyed !o be ready to merge ino the new cerıtıalistic and ineviıably Johannesburg-
domirıaıed prty, the sıııall Dıııban Saial Deınaratic Paıty (SDP) would not acc€pt üe "şirit" of üe
ıwenty{ııe conditionş which it said "smelled of Russia in pne-wr days"." Such criücisrn did not alt€r the
fact that adherence to the decisiqıs of the Comintern proved in üe end üe only basis on which a united
party could be foıırıded.

The CPSA (South African Secüon of üe Commııni§t Intomaıional) was fınally established aı a
confeıeııce in Cape Town in July/August 192l. The party brought ogeüer üe great majority of Souü
Africa's whiıe radical socialists (alıogetiıo not mğe than a few hıındıed souls), excluding only a gtroup of
syndicaliss and üe SDP. The rrty was targely a cqıtinııation of the ISL, is headqıırtrs being esublished
in Johannesbıırg. All the top official§ aıd the majority of the Central Executive were former I§L members
aıdTlu lwerıaıioıul becarne the official paıqy organ. The party was ovenııhelmingly composed of peqle of
Briüstı or Eastcrn Euııçeaıı Jewish de.sceııt Afrftams (some 55% of thc whitc populııtion) w€re virhıally
absent ftom its rankş and §o weıe üe blacts. The rnarıifeso of üe cpsA nonetheless declaı€d ttuı the main
duty of tlıe party was nlo esııbtislı üe widest aııd clcest possible oontact with worters of all raıılu and
races and to propag8ıe üe Commıınist gcpol among them [...]". Iııd€ed, üe entry of 'cheap docile laboıır"
ino the working+lass moveıııent w8s "üe most deadly blow Souü Africa caıı deal o world capitalism".a

dissertation "lvtarıisın-kninisg1 in a Multi_Racial Eııvirqımeııü The Origins and Early Hisory of the
Communist Prty of Soııth Africa |9|4-1932" (Ifuı,aıd University, llbfl. Jotıns ref€rs to wck on the
socialist uıd early communist movement in Souıh Africa by the Soviet hisorian A.B. Davidson, which
unfonunately has not beeıı raııslaıed ino Englistı Davidson's most imporümt woıt is lüıaja A{rika:
Sıaıovlenic Sil Protcsta, 1870-1E24 (Moscow, 1972). See for a brief sıımmary of this book, Trı€ African
Comııuıııist, No. 68 (1977), pıp. 101_1 1 1.

ıt See note t7. oıı the questioı of the British C.P.'s strategy owards the laboın Party, see John
Callaghan, "The Background o 'Entri§m': IJninism and üe British Iaboıır Party", Tlu Jowıul of
Coıııııuııist Stüies, VoL 2, No. a (l98O, pp. 380-403.

'9 Johns, "The Birüı of the C-ommunist Party", pp. 384-386, 393; Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıır,
pp.257,2ffi-26l..

a Johns, "The Biıttı of the Communist Party", w. 394,397; Simons and Simons, Claşs and Colour, pp.
255-?63; Cope, Corıırade Bill, pp.2062t0; A. Irrumo, "How üe Party was formed", The African
Coııımıınist, No. 44 (1971). The party's manifeso is published in Lerumo, Fifty Fighting Years,pçı. LL7-l'20:
Bunting (ed.), Sauıh African Coıııırunists Spealc,pp.62-65. For the party's Consütution and Rules, *e ibid.,
pp. 57-58.
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The CPSA was in prınciple Qen ıo all races, but üere was not a single black person pnpcenı at its founding
confereııce. At a mass meeting in Cape Town organised !o annoıurce the formaüon of üe new party, orüy
whites şoke, although aı least balf of the two-thousaııd peqle preseııt were coloııreds and Africaııs. That
the CPSA's non-rrcial perşective was a§ yet mors a çestion of üıeory than practice, wa§ also demorısnarcd
by the frct that üe prty moved back into offices in the Johaıınesbıırg Trades Hall which had been
abandoııed by the ISL some yea$ ago becaıse of the hosülity of white rade unioniss o Africaııs attending
üe League's meetings.a

If Souü Afticaıı commıınists noıptheless recognised the need to involve blacks in üıe class struggle,
this did not mean they could idenüfy rviü Africarı naüonalism or the ANC. Africarı naüonalism was §een as
a petty-burgeois movement, tıardly an dly in the struggle against capitalism. In Bunting's repct on "The
ISL and üe Coloıırcd and Naüve Wo,rkeC of Janııary 191, only industial worters were iderıtified as a
revolutionary foce among Africarıs. Of coıırse üe struggle of African peasaııts against white landowners and
carıpaigıs agains the pass laws and fa democratic righs for blacks should be suppoted. But a slogan üke
"Africa fc üe AfricaI§o, raised by followers of the blrck American leader iv{arcus Garvey, was considered
rerctioııary in Souü Africa" for here the white.s had become a penn8ıpnt element of üe pqulation. In
Bunting's vieıv South Africa was a "uniqıı€ case" of ruling and subject races josıling togeüer, "an epitome
of whaı tıryp€ns on a woıld scalen. The crucial issııe was always how to bring about unity between white
and black worters. As ısııal it was mainained that such ıınity was p,revented by the divisive actics of ıhe
cryitaliss, while at the same time it was also rgued that whirc ıııorters uıould sirü to the black maıı's level
unless they raised him o üeir own tirough combined struggle. As laıg as ıhe white laboıır movement was
exclııding he Africarı and conniving at ıhe policy of ıepression, Bunting warne( it dmmed itself üo failure
and rendered ineütable what socialism alone coııld pıEvğıu a r&e war between white aırd black İı
Bunting's analysis was tlpical of Souü Africaıı communisırı at this period. It placed Souü Africa ouside üe
"colonial wçld" and on one line wiüı üe industrially developed countries. What was on the agenda was the
class struggie; the struggle for blaci lı]beıaıion was merely paıt of üıis.

The same tendency was rypaı€rıt in a report drafted by lvon Jones for the Cominterrı, entitled
"Communisın in Souüı Africa". Ivon Jgıes and Sam Bartin wffi sğıt to the Third Congress in June/July
192l as delegaıes of the ISL - üey were the fırst Souü Africaııs to aııend a Comintern congress. Apparently
Jones was repeatedly aslıed by oüıer delegaıes "why he wa§ı'ı blrckn, which made him feel "quite apologetic
about oıır coloıır", as he wrote in a lerer to Johannesbuıg. He nevertiıeless firmly beüeved üaı "the Aftican
revolution witl be led by whirc worlçrs', evğı if üıe "general tcrıdeııcy" was for thğ larer to engage in
collaboration şıiüı the 'mast€fs'. Bıı Jones also şoke on ıhe "natioıral and colonial question", urging üıe
Comintern o consider the problon of üe "Negro". Indee( he asserted thaı, Trimitive üough they be, üıe
Africarı natives rs ripe for the messagp of üıe Commıınist Inrcrnational". In his r€,port he sres§ed the special
significaııce of Souü Africa for winning üe Africans to communism, as Johaıınesbıırg was "ıhe industrial
university of üıe Africaıı native". Oıı his initiative ıhe Third Congress passed a motion asking üıe
Cominıern's Eıecutive Commiuee (ECCT) to pay seriou afienüon to ıhe "Negıo questioı or the proletarian

movement among üıe Negroes'. Jones sayed on in üe Soviet Union until his deaü n lgU and ap,parently
played an active role on ıarious Comintern commiuees. It may be assıımed thal he had a considerable
influeııce on comintern vieşıs on south Africa-3

Like Bunting, Jorıes tried !o aııalyse ıhe rrıarıifold divisiorıs which afflicted South Afıicarı society
and inhibited üıe gıorvth of a stong communist movement. In hi§ rçpğt üerç was again the oveıçstimatiqı
of the revolutionary potential of the white working class, üe beüef in the levelling effect of capialism, and
the expectaıiorı ıhaı Afticarı woıkers would form class organisations thı would ecüpse movemenı§ üke üe
ANC. In a refeıence to the "üeses on üe national aııd colonial question" adoped by the Second Congress in
1920, Jones claimed that the African's natioml interests could not bc distinguished ftorn his class interests.

which formed the basis of a "revolutionary nationalist movemerıt in the fullest meaııing of Lenin's term".
flowever, at present üıe South African communis§ were absorbed in üe white trade union movement, which

2ı Roux, S?. Bıuıting, pıp. 34-35,49; Cope, Coııırafu Bill,p.198; Simons and Simons, Class aıü
Coloıır, pp.26|,376.

' Simons and Simons, Class aıü Coloıır, pp.259-2ü.

a See note 24.
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1

he admiued thrcw the mge difficulı task of "native emancipation' inıo ıhe brkgıound-z Whaı üis
"absoıption' in the white laboıır mov€m€ııt might lead !o, became evident only a monü after üıe formation
of the CPSA in 192l, when it ş,as disclosed üıaı the Joharınesbıırg braııch was ad4ting a mğtedly reserved
aritude lowards Aaicaıs who applicd for membership. The issue was discus§ed at ti,r€e successive brarıch
meetings, aıd it woıld seem tiıat a possible influx of Africans was corıscioı§ly forestalled. The communists
were obüously afraid o offqıd thc whirc radc unions. tn prrcücc they werc also sccptical abouı ıhe
possibility of nırııing the "submissive. docile and backwaıd native" into a revolutioııary.E

3. Raıü Revoh aıüWhiıe "Uüted Front" Qn2-D24)

In Janııary 1922, communiss and left white trade uniorıists fcıııed a South African section of üıe Red
intcmational of labour Unioııs (Rtr t .'6 Not much was heaıd of it üıring üe following months, alüough
üe communiss werc involved in üe gıeatest stri&e of white woırters in Souü Africaıı histry, üe so-called
Raııd Revolı White miııeworters in the Transvaal goldmining industry rose against ıhe atternpt of üe
Chamb€r of Mines to loıver woıting co§ts by relaxing the coloırr bu ıegulations that prot€ct€d white jobs
agaiıst black |aboıır competitlon, which might lead to üc rep|accment of a few thousarıd semi-ski[cd whiteıı
by low-paid Africans. The minc,oşıııers' offcnsive §paıted off a violerıt ıerction, issuing in the &claıation
of a general strike in ivlaıch 1922 aü an uıııed upising which was bloodily §upıpr€.ssed" Organised whio
laboıır dec|aıEd it ş,ould fight o 66intain the coloın bar and a white standard of living, in order to "protoct
üe whio rrcen aııd "pıEs€rııe a White Souü Africa".? Alüıough üe communişs said they did not agree
with sırch slogans, üey did not hesitae to rally o the support of the white strikers. The onslaugtıt by üe
Chamb€r of Mines seemed o coııfirm the communist theory that cçitalisnı wcııld uniermine the higher
staııdards of üe whio worter and so foster a moıe homogeneoııs wating c|ass üat would leam o emb,race
interracial solidarity. However, as usual white worters w€re ıı<ıt at all willing o make a common front with
Africaııs arıd üıey ignoıed communist appeals o do so. At one sage whitc srikcrs begaıı to attact and kill

u Jones'§ report "Commuııi§rn in South Africa" is pıbtished in Bunting (et), Sowh Africaıı Coıııınaııisıs
Swü, pp.41-56. See fiırüıcr Degras (ed),Tlu Comınıııisı Inıcrıuıioııal, l, pp. 398-39; F. Meli,
"Cominıern aid", pp. lü2-103; Simqıs and Simons, Class 4ııd Cobııı,p.263-265: Bunting, Moscs Koıaıu,
pp.2ü23: Johns, "The Comintprn", p. 2l0. See on Jones also A Igrımo, "DJ. Jones l883-|Yr4", Tlu
,4fricaıı Coıııınıııisı, No. 58 (1974\. tn Augusı 192l. Jones b€came a meınber of the ECCI wiü a consulta-
tive voice. Dııring üe Foıırü Comintern Coıgress n 1922, Jones was replaced by Bunting, while Andıews
was elected ECCi membcr fq lV22-1V23. See on this Degras (&),Tlu Coııııııuıııısr Intcrıatbııal, |,w.
4il455l l\ıteli "Cqnintcın aid", p. 106; I€rıımo, "D.L Jonesn, p. 68. See fc diffeıpnt accoıms of üıe
debate§ at the Second Cornintcrn Congress on üe rratiorıal aıd colonial qııestion, D. Boersııer, Tiıe
Bolslıeüks aııd ılıı Nafonal aıü Colonial Qıııstbn, 1917-1n8 (Geneva. 1957), pp. ü-93; Roben C. Norttı
"The Revolutiqı in Asia: MN. Roy", in tJopold kbedz (ed.), Rcvj§ıanüm. Essays on ılu History of Marxisı
Idcas (L,orfun, |962\, pp. 91-93; James W. Hul§o, Tlu Forming of ılıe Coınıııııııisı lııerıarbzol (Saııford,
1!}64), pp.W2-?-03; EJİ. Cğı, Tlıc Bolslıeııik Rewluion ]9l7-1n3, Vol. 3 (tlaıııorıdswctlı, lffi, pıp.

253-?58ı Schaüeıı, Coıııııuııism in Africa, pp. 57{0; I-egassiclı Class aııd Naıioıulism, pp. 39_41; Bunting,
Moses Kotaıu,pp.23-26:, Degras (ed|),Tlu Commınist Interııatioıal, l, pp. 138_139. The these.s on the
ruüonal and colorıial question aıc pubüstıed ibid., pp. |39-14y'.

E Simons and Simons, Claıs and Coloııı, p. 268; Kelley, "The Third Intemational", p. 101. According to
Musson (Jotnny Gomas, p. 46), the CPSA "carried wiıh it üe paternalism of the old Euıopean social
democracy on the colonial question".

5 Simons and Simons, Class aıü Cobıg, p,274.

' For an account of üe Raııd Revolt see N. Herd, 1922: Ttu Revok on tlıc Razd (Johannesbıırg, 1966);
Simons and Simorıs, Class aııd Coloıır, ch. 13; Cop, Comrade BiIl, pp. 2n-283, for an interpretation
defending üıe white workers and üıe role of üe CPSA; Roux, S.P. Bunting, pp. 50-54, andTiııu Longer ılwn
Row, w. |47-15l., for a very criticat account.
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A-fricaııs. The commımiss distributed a leaflet calling on white workers to leave the Africa.ns alone and
blamed thc assaıılB oo agcnıE provocaıeıırl, alüough noı only üe Minisıer of Jıstice and üe poüce but üıe
strike commir€c ass€rtEd ttıaı it tıappeııd 'wantonly arıd withoııt any rca§on or caııse".a

Remartably aıough, the communisis, who were from the outset deeply involved in üe events
(pctbularly striLe leader Bill Aııdrews), wenı so far as o defend üe coloıır bar in the mirıes. They claimed
thal üe sruggle O mainain üe coloıır bar was peüaps "reactionary in form", but "prog[essive in conıeot",
since it was in effect a srııggle for whiıe sandards for all. The aboliüon of the coloıır bar would benefit
only a handfrıl of Africarıs aııd leave üe great bulk in ttp same low_paid pcition: o agitarc against it was
"simply playıng üıe game of üıc c4ialistn. It was this kind of wpoıtınistic reasorıing which led ıo
communist sıryport for the notorious slogan "Worteıs of the WclĞ Fight arıd Unite for a White Souü
Africa".a lvon Joııes, warching events from Moscow, said üe coloıır bar provided "üe be§t possible
coıdition fc cooperation of whirc wiüı black", as open competition would lead o the inroduction of the
ugiy forms of race hağ€d prcvalerıt in America-s

After üıe suppression of üıe uprising, üe bourgeois press publisiıed serısational sories about üe
communists' involvemerıt and an alleged Bolstıevist conşiracy.3ı A judicial commission of inquiry qılot€d
long extracts fr,orı üe proc€edings of CI congıesses aııd other communist [iterauıre in order to show how
Bill Aııdıews and oüers wer€ ccrying out the insructioıs of }vtoacow. It is possible that üis kind of
paıaııoia on üc paıt of üıe ruling class encoııraged the communisıs o glorify the Raıd Revolı tn August
1922, irıdee( Tlu lııurıatioıul called thc Reıolt ıhe 'most glorioıs event in üıe history of white çiyilizaüon
in Soııth Aftica". A pamphleı wriren by üe "Negrophilist" Siüıey Bunting, titld "Red Revolt", again
defended thc coloın bar regulations, whose ıepeal "will not benefit ıhe natiııe worker, raüıer the reversen.
Also of intcrcst was the reacüaı of the Cogıintği. Tlıe Inurıuıioııal of 18 Augusl L922, rqtteA üıat üe
EC€I had doclğEd thaı communists and "oıtıer brave laboıır lead€rs" honestly fought for rrcial €qulity, but
the mining magnaıes' idea of eqııality was to ıeduce üıe white woıter's üving sandards o the black man's
level. They "brought üıç black wage slaves ino üe field against ıhe whiıc exploited wfket§", thıs üe ECCI
commented in an appreııt aıt€mpt o explain communist support for üıe white minewgten.3z The Foıırüı
Comintern Congress in Noveıııber/Deceırı&t |922 pessed a resolutiorı (dıawn up by IQrl Radek) in sııpport
of the Raııd stikers saying üey weıe conviıped that "the South African worters t...] will learn how !o draw
the naıiıa worLers too into the stnıggle". fuıoüer resolution on ıiıe "Negro Questigı' tried o place the Rarıd
Rerolt in an anti-imperialis perşecüve by maintaining that "England's fear of üe tiıreaı o its position in
Africa is shown cleuly in the extemc mettıd§ ıısed to suppr€ss the Raııd §trikğ".3l

The questiaıable aniuıde of üe commıınists owards aganised white laboıu did by no meaıs end

z Cope, Coııv& Bill,p.2ü-nL pı€sents the most far-ferched version of üis "provocaüon üesis". At
a nıass meeting of Africaııs and coloııtds in Crye Town organised to pırot€.§t against üıe violent actions of
white iaboıır, a resolution moved by communists ıırging suppct fo the striLg "bec8ı§e defeat would mean

defeaı for all classes, both blrk and whitğ', was rejected- See Rouı Tiııu Longer tlıaıı Rope, p. l51.

P Simons and Simoııs, Class aııd Cobıır, pp. 281-285. Accoırding o Stephen Ellis and Tsepo Sechaba
(Coıw&s agaiııst Aprıluid: Tlıc AI,IC aııd ılıc Sowh African Coııııııııisı Parry in ğ.gJc (London and
Blomingtorı, lndiaııa, L9Y2), p. 14), üe slogan was never a party slogan arıd the party tried O dissociate
itself from iı Unfornıııaıely, they do not give any evidence for üis. Lenımo (Fifty Figlııing Years, p. 5l)
admits that "at no stage did the Pğty t...] turn its atiention o the Africaıı workğs" or "propo§e ıhat they be
given skilled wort aı eqııal raıes of pay".

P Simons and Simqıs, Class aııd Coloıt, p.2{2.

3ı Even üe Na,v York Tiııus (iı{aıch 22, |Y22) reported that "Smuts Says Rebel Aim Was a Sovieı
Re1-:,oücn - quoted in Weyl, Traitors' Eıü,p.82.

32 Cope, Coıırfu Bill, pp. ?As-?fi, 277 -2831Simons and Simons, Class aıü Coloıır, pp. 294-298.

33 "Theses of üe Foıırtiı Cominterrı Congress on the Negro Question", in Degras (ed.), Tlıc Commuııist
International, l, p. 399; Bunting (ed), §aııi Africaıı Coııımıniss Speü, p. 69; Meü, "Comint€rrı aid", p.

106.
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wiü üe suppression of üıe Raııd Revolı The uPact" of üe SALP aııd the Nationalist Party (thaı was
support€d by maııy Afritaııer worlrcrs) that everınıally won üe general elecüon of June 192ı4 was actively
backd by üe CPSA" which shared the hatred of üıe "anti-worker' goverııınent of Jan Smuts and his South
Africaıı Pğty. This policy was raıionalised in orms of the Comintern's "uniıed front" tactics innoduced after
December 192l uıd saırtioned u tho Fourttı Congıess.r Andreıps and other prominerıt communists were
making coııunon caııse with lıboıır aııl Nationalist Party leaders. The CPSA declğ€d thaı the united front
policy was a defeıısive stnıtegy agaiısı üe victimisation of strikers and ıınemploymenl its ultimao aim
being a 'peçle's goyenımentr. }Vhst such a goyenıment would meaıı for blacL Soııth Africaııs became clear
at the Iıbour Party's arıııııal confeıeıre in Janııary 1923. F.H-P. Creswell, the party's parliarıenıary lead€r,
old delegates that laboıır's natioat aim was ıo §tre[ıgüen üe white ı:De, stop the "kafEr" frurı uırning
whites out of iıuiııstry, aııd "ran§dıı' Naıal for whites by sending Irxtiaııs bar,k o üeir homelaıd
Nevenheless, the commıınists' second prty confereııce in AFl 1923 decided by a two to orıe maİırity o
apply for affiliation o üe lıbou Ptrty. The miırcrity objııcted ttıaı a united fronı without blacks would
comp,romise the prty's principles, but üıe ınaFrity üew was üaı üe appücaıion - which was rejected out of
hard - was in ,rccordanoe with üe C,ominterrı's ard British Communist Party's united fr,ont policy. This
"well-tried ta, -' woıld eııable the cpsA to reach the mass of üe whitc woıters and win üeir app,roval fo
joint acüon wıü Africans, ürıs it was raıiıer naively argued.3s

Iı does noı appeğ thaı at üis sıage üe party's noıcious "Negro,philist" Siüıey Bıınting supported
üe minority view in the CPSA. Wheıı Bunting aüerded üe Fourtiı C-omintern Congress n L922 - which
elected the CPSA's secr€ıary Bill fuıdıews to the new ECCI - he did not apper o consider üıe C.omintern's
new ıesolüiqıs on üe colonial and nNegıo" qııestions to be in contradiction wiü the CPSA's whio united
fronı line. Ttıe "Thes€s on üe Negro Question" declared iı "üe §pecial duty of communisıs" o apply the
theses on üıe natiorıal and colonial qııestion of 1920 to "the Nego p,robleın" as well" suassing that sup,port
fOr Üe stuggle of blacks againsl national oppression was also in üe inıerests of the "whit€ oiling masses".
In a speech io üe corıgress, Bunting said the CPSA stıould iırcrease its influence wiüıin üe white laboıır
movement, while admining that üe task of influerıcing white waters "to abandğı their prejudice against
native laboıır aganisation and o cooperate wiıh it" would be extrernely üificult. Perhaps €ven mote difEcult
would be the ask of crrying out iFopagaııda dirccted among üe native work€tsn and assisting thern in
deııelqing their own indııstrial and poütical rctivitics. Indee4 this goııscd nfi€ıto rgrcnğnent among üe
Eıııopeaııs, wqters no less üıan boıırgeoisie". Even many ooınmunists oıp,po§od wort amaıg Africaııs
arguing that they stıould be left to dcııelop nalong üıeir own linesn. Bunting said he welcomed the resolution
on üe Negro quesüon, and on his ıenırıı to Souıh Africa he ıırged üe party to et in üıe maner of organising
black waken and recruiting Afrfuaıı meınbers.5 It is quite clear, however, thaı the party was not ready fğ
this and that Bunting hitrsolf was mü€ impr€ssed by oüer feanres of his Moscow experiaıce like the
intricate d€batq9 on ıınited ft,ont actics ard communist sııpport for thc worters' daily demaıds. Brck in
Souü Africa, Bunting sr,ongly criticised "leftists" in the party's Cape Town b,rarıch whom he said had failed
üe year befoıe to support üe "daily deınaııds" of üe Rand striker§, üıus "coming darıgeıoıısly near to
playing traior to the working class". He sr,essed it was 'almct incumbentn on the party !o accept the
comintem view on üe united ft,ont as a ma$er of discipline, calling for 'pıırity" in tie party arıd warning

' Sec Carr, Tlu Bolsluvik Raıolution, Vol. 3, pp. 386ss.; Giinther Noilaıı, Die Inıernationale. Wıırzeln
und Erscluinungsformen dcs proletarisclun Internationalismııs (Köln, 1959), pp. 67ss.

'5 Simons and Simorıs, Class aııd Cobıır, w. 3V2,309; Cope, Conırade Bill, pp.2&287 Bunting (ed.),
Souıh African Coırınuııüts Swak, pp. 7L-72,7G77 ,

36 Degras (ed.), Tlu Coıııııııınist Inıerııatbııal, 1, "Theses of üe Fourü Comintern Congress on ttıe
Negro Question", p. 401; Kanet, "The Comintern and the 'Negro Quesüon'", pp. 97-98; Johns, "The
Cominlern", pp.2l|-2L2: Meü, "C-omintern aid", p. 106; Bunting, Moses Koıanc, p. 27. Bunting's speech
apıpeared under the title "The l_aboın Movement in Souü A_frica" in Inprecoı,r, Vol. II, No. 98 (1922). A
second CPSA delegate to the Fourttı Congıess, W.H. }Iaırison of Cape Town, never reached üe Soviet
Union. later he criticised üe united front poücy - see llaırison, Memoirs, pp. 95, 98-10l.
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against any kind of 'exceptioıalism'.37 At ihis stage üere were iııdeed no indicatioru of any fuııdamenal
disagıeeınen§ between the CPSA leedenhip and ttrc Cominterrı. The ECCI did rıot appear to press üe party
to &aw pracücal conclısions from the Comintern resolutions by initiating a more active policy with regard
to black Souü Africans. Obüously, agitatiorı among white laboıır was coıısidered a higher prioriıy ıhan
among black, also in Moscowİ

Dııring g23-1YA Ivqr Jones, the CPSA's pennarcnt conıact in Moscow who apıpeas to have acted
as adviser O ıhe South African comrades, unfolded a near to absıırd design for a far-reaching united front
strategf. He suggested a united front policy vis-a-vis üe Iaboıır Party ,rı coınbiııatbn wiıh an anti-imperialist
united front involving the black nationalisı moyemenL Within this all-embracing anti-imperialist united fr,ont
üe task of the CPSA would be o bring about wating-class unity by becoming the lirü betrı,een white and
black wckers. tn this connection, Jones felt üat üıe CPSA should p€rhaps modify is unqııalified rejection
of rrcial discriminatioı and lmk fo "plaıüs of common interest" for both sections of üe working class.l9
In Aprıl 19Z, shortly befoe his deaılı, Jones şras in a more sober ftame of minü for he wıote !o Andrews
thaı 'there is no rmm for a CP in whirc Soııth Africa except as üe warch{og of üıe native, as üe promoer
of rapprochement, watching, wiıhin the hoader organisaüons, for every op,poruınity !o swirch the white
movement on right lines on ıhis questioı [...]"f There can be liule doubt that Jğıes, Bunting and oüer
white Souüı Africaıı communis§ were sincere in üeir pıofessions of sympaüy for the caıse of black
liberation.'ı Howev€r, the commuııists' obşession wiü üıe white working class, üeir paterııalistic atiEıdo
lowds üe African and the priorities of üıe intemationd communist movement effectively discoııraged the
developmenı of a serious communist policy wiüı regaıd to the black pıoleıariaı

At least until the fırst half of |Y24, Sidırcy Bunting cqıtinued o adhere o üe policy of supporting
üe Pacı Wipn the Cape Town braııch voiced its concern aboııt üıe CPSA's identifving even with the
Nationalist Party, he declared that the Pact was a powerful aid to üıe social revolution. In view of Bunting's
subseqırcnt volte-hce, it was a reıngtable §tatemenl The communists admired üat the "coloıır problem"
was ttrc "only real difficulty" benreen theın and ıhe laboıu Party - alüough when stripped of its "iırelevant
racial mauer", üis pırobleın would be soetı as simply one of uniting ndeğo aıd "cheıp" laboıır in a common
fight against capitalism. The CPSA maintıind that üıe Pact was esseııtially 8 wortgı§' movemenq it was
raising election slogaıs like'Doş,n with Smııs and his gaııg, and clear üıe way for the Woırters'
Goverııınent'. The "worlrcnn weıE ıIrgpd to sııpıpoft the Pact prties in the General Election in June (alıhough
some communis§ had re§erüıaıiouı about üıis and suggested !o put up independent commıınist caııdidatas)

'Roux, S?. Bıntiıg, pp. 5861; Jolıns, 'The Comintern",p.207.

lı According o Keltey CThe Third Internaüonal", pp. 103-105) there was a fundamental difference
betweeıı ıhe positions ot üe Comintern uıd the CPSA on the question of supporı for tiıe Afticarı naıional
movemenı, but üeıe is no eüdence fğ iı;s. Nor is iı aı all cle6, as Johns ("The Comintern', pp. 210-211)
suggests, üıaı in the early l920s üıe Corı-ıı.nıern considered Souü Africa primarily in üe context of ıhe
national and colonial question arıd üe "world Negıo problem". It would raüer seem thaı dıning üıis poiod
the Comintern leadership was just as "albinocentric" in is strategic approach o the Souü African situaıion
as ıhe CPSA itself. An anti-imperialist ECCI resolution of August 1921, for instarıce, referred üo üıe hostile

auitude of the "farmers of Souü Africa" (the Afrikarıers) owards British imperialism, without mentioning
üe blacks at alt - see Degıas (ed.r,Tlıl Commııııisı lruernaıioııal, l, p. 289. Fıırttıer, üıe Comintem's affinıde
owards the Rand Revolt clearly demonsrarcs the importance it ıtıa,hed to the white labour movement.

39 Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıır, w. 3a94I2. They commenu "One can only suppose üat
Jones's judgement was warped by his abserıce from Souü Africa, the hectic political .ıımoşhene of the
Comıntern and his long illness, üen in its find stage."

o Cope, Comr& Bill,p.296; Simons and Simons, Class and Colour,p.3|2.

'ı At ıhe Second Comintern Congress the American John Reed stressed the importance of organising üe
blacks in üe United States, but Jones was the fırst o demand morç aüenrion for Africa and for üe "Negro

Quesüon" as an importarıt a§pect of the colonial qııestion. See Degras (ei.), Tlu Commınisı Internaıional, |,
pp. 398-39; Cart,The Bolslıcvik Revolwion, Vol. 3, p.253: Meü, "Comintern aid", pp. 102-103.
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and it wotıld seem üe party hoped it coutd play a role in a new govenunenl4z The yeat |9A pıoved O be
of crucial significance fc both Souü Africa and the CPSA. The Pact panies won a majority al üe polis,
formed a celition govenıment and inaııgıırated a new era of racial segıeguion and protective measuıes ın
behalf of the ıvhite wcking class. The communists were igııored.

4. Tlu Tıan ıo tlre Black Working Class (1924-1930)

The CPSA's decisiqı in Decğııber |924 a uıııı to the black p,roleariat came sğnewhat as a sıırpisc. It is
not quite clear why, after üe victory of the Pact parties arıd all the sıpport givuı o üeın, üe CPSA
suddcnly appealed to üe hboın Pğty not to join the neıv gov€ınment as ıhis would meaıı "siıeer surtEnder".
It is possible that since üıe SALP was clearly üe junior paıtrıer in the Pact _ it won only eigİıteen sea§ in
partiament as agaiıst sixty-thı€c Natioııaliss - and the CPSA was excluded ftom üıe coalition altogeü€r, ıhe
communists were aftaid üıat the'working-class pcties" would be compted by a govaııment heavily domi-
naıed by üe Nationalis Partyf Fııntıermore, the Pacı govenıment losı no time in beginnins o bolsıer üe
stnıcnıres of white suFemacy and enteııch the privileged position of white wuters in the laboıır makeı It
impluncnted üıe lıdııstrial Conciliıioıı Act which excluded Africaııs ftom collcctive bargaining, intnodırced
a 'civilised laboın policy" of re,placing blacLs in government employment by pmr whit€s, annoııırced it
would legalize the coloıır bar regulations in the gold mines, aııd so on. The overtly discrimiııaıory and white
sup,reınrcist poticias of üıe hct ıegime §trengüened the hands of üıe "Negıophilist" minority within the
CPSA who wanted to ı€oriğıı üe entiıe ouılook of Soııü Africaıı communisııı. The op,posiıion against the
old party tine basically consisted of tiıreo eleınen§: üe Yoııng Communist l-eagır (YCL) formed in 1921,
the majcity of the Cçe Town b,raııchg and Bunting and his supportenı after üe lafi€r had changed his
mind- Iı would appea ıhat at the latest by the second half of l9Z Bunting had come o üe conclusion ıhere
was no futıııe for a predomirıanüy white Communisı Party in Souü Africa The party had never succeeded in
breaking out of its mrginal position, and the whio working class wa§ ırıw anticipating salvation from üe
Pact governmerıı

Dııring |YL3,IIr. YCL was engaged in an intense debaıe on üe nnatiııe question" aıd the problem
of how to integrate Africarıs in üe yoııııg communis movemenı. At a meeting of üıe Jotıanııesbırrg haııch in
Noveınbcr LV23, a resolution was adopted saying üaı ıhe YCL's "main task is üıe cganisation of the native
youüı"f Aroıınd üis time üıe first Africans were invited to aııerd ıhe YCL's meetings. "It was thrilling to
see for ıhe first time nı,o black frc€s among the rnarıy white ones", Eridie Roıx, oıp of the leading meınbers
of thc YCL, later wrote.6 Roux became a regulr şeaker at Africaıı mectinş, occasionally assisted by
party memben. Aı a coııfercnce of üe YCL in erly l9Z, however, a stormy discıssion erııpted betıveeıı
supportcnı and opponents of the admission of Africaııs o üe org;anisaıiot\ üıe lauer arguing üey should be
enıolled in a parallel body. When üe o,pponcııts of integıation got üıe backins of the majaity of delegates,
üe T.Iegıophilist" mincity led by Roııx and Willie tQtk decided to appeal o üe Eıecutive of the
Commıınist Yoıü International (CY§ in Berlin fc a verdicı The CYI decided to support the miınrity üeı,,

'2 Simons and Simons, Class aııd Cobıır, p. 313-315; Theresa 73Ii]a, "Ttıe ICU and the White
Parliamentary Parties, |Y21-1YA",Tlıc African Coırımunist, No. l20 (190), p. 80.

" When üe l_aboıır Paıty entered üe rıew cabinet the communisıs declared it had "signed its death
warralıt". See Cope, Coıwade Bill, p.294.

g 
Relaüvely üttte is known about üe importarıt Cape Town braııch of the CPSA, which showed indeed

on seveıal occa§ions it had misgivings about üe party's white orientation. I_egassick (Class and Nationalişm,
p. 5) suggesS lhat its support for the tıırn to work among non-whites may be explained by some colouıed
munbership and üe racially moıç fluid Cıpe milieu. Probing üe taal bases of the communist movement
may be a p,romising line of furtiıer res€arch with a view to esıablishing üıe social profıle of communism and
related questions.

a5 Bunting (ü.), South African Coııımuııisıs Speü, p. 74.

'Roux uıd Roux, Rebel Pity, p.35.
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which enabled Roux's faction o §ırn the YCL ino an inıegıated and "officially pro-Naiive" organısadon.a7
At the CPSA's üird conference in Decemfu LgU, things came to a tıe€d- A motion o ap,ply again

for affiliation as a "left-wing" to üıe Laboıır Party was oıpposed by a common front of the YCL, Bunting and
delegates of the Cape Town braııch, who ıeported on üe support they were ıeceiving fuom coloııreds and
Africarıs in üe Capef Andıews and oüer defenders of üe old line (mo§t of thern whirc nade ıııionisu;
point€d as usııal to the deci§on of the Comint€rıı on Britaiıı, but ıhis time ıhey were defeaıed by a narrow
majority. It was argued successfiılly by üe "pro-Native" party wing ttut the prty siıould formally recogııize
the srarcgic importaııce of sarting serious wck among üıe blrk workers. A resolution was passed declaring
thaı a united front could noı be builı from the op and thaı 'üe problems of the wcking class can only be
solved by a United Frqıı of all worters lııeşectlve of colour". Roux suessed üe rıeed to "guide üe narive
worters ino üe laboıır movement", while his fellow YCL member Willie lğlk even insisted ıhat üe party
"mıst ıecognise the necessity of sıpporting every form of native moveıııeııt which tends o unĞrmiıe or
weaken cryitalisrrı uıd imperialismn. I(alk said üıe party mıst uıe eyery instnımeııt o inducc ıhe trade
unions o admit African woıters or, failing ıhis, must organise üıem ino unions of their own aııd "apply
United Fıont tactics". Roux called üıe Industial and Commacial Worters' Union (ICID, a rapidly growing
blek trade union, üe "most importanı feta for üıe Cqıımunist Party in üo pe.scnt siüıation". At üıe
confereııce ttnee Afticaıı ıepıesenntives of the ICU - two of üıem also membeıs of üıe YCL - weıp pr€sent
in the capacity of "visitms". Orıc of then said üıat the paıty "has goı b prorc to the masse§ that it is
differeııt t...]. Ttıe natives lok upon üe whites as oıE class and üeir enemies". The confercııce elected a
completely new Eıecutive dominat€d by Bunting, Roııx aııd oıher "Negrophilists", and wiüı the §corchman
Jimmy Shields as geııeral socretğy. The change in line resulted in part of the old gııaıd of white rade
unionists and old-style socialirış ewping away frorrı üıe party. oııe of them declarçd that the CPSA had
become an 'anti-white" püty and tbaı Africaııs "could noı possibly appreciate üe noble ideas of
Communism". Men like Bill Andrews remained members of the paıty but effectively wiüdrew in the white
rade mion moveınent, where they certainly did imporant woırk in trying !o pıevent it from becoming puıely
reactionary. Thus December l9Z was a turning point in the hisory of the CP§.{. Apart from üe direcuve
issued to üıe YCL in early l9?ı4, ıhe intoduction of ıiıe new line was decided upon without outside
interrıention.'9

At üıe beginning of 1925, the CPSA wa!ı more isolat€d than ever befoıB, its membership having

a7 Rouı, S?. Bıoıtiıg,yp.6245: Roux and Roııı, ReöeJ Pity,w.34-38; iüeli, "Cominterrı aid', p. l03.
Dııring üİe LglA elecüon campaigıı YCL members and Bımting tried to have dcmands ıelating to Afticarı
grievances included in the CPSA's election manifeso. But as üe majaity of thc Central E:recuüve were
afraid o offend üe white workerı and üerefoıç not ke€n on mentioning the Africırıs at all, üey weıe only
partially sırccessfuL The paıty's electim manifeso from ivtay I9?ıl is r€pfodrcd in Bunting (ed), Souıh
Africaıı Coırıınıııists Spcü, pıp. 77-80.

a According to Tom lıdge, Black Politics in Sowh,Africa siııce 1945 (iondon and New York, 1983), p.

7, the initi*ive for the swirch in |YU came from the Cape Town brarıch, which had a substantial coloııred
membership.

'9 Roux. S?. Bınting, pp. 66-69, 86; Simons and Simons, Class and Coloıg, p. 326; Lerııırıo, Fifry
Fighting Years, p.58; Bunting, Moses Kotane , pp. ?3-29; Kelley, "The Thirri Intgnaıional", p. 105; Ellis and

Sechaba Coııırades agaiıısı Apartlnid, p. 15; Obinıary of Willy KaJ&.,Tlı2 African Commıınist, No. 119

(1989), pp.21-22. See Bunting (ed_), SouıIı African Commıaıists Swah pp. 8G84, for the Draft Progıamme
adopted by üe parry conference in Decem&t |924. Musson (Jolvny Goınos, p.47) claims that üe ctıange in

line was inşiıed by the Comintem, "which was at this time engaged iıı ı debatc on üe Negıo quesüon in
üe United States", btıt she does not produce any furüıer evidence fG tiıi,;. According to Cope (Comradı Bill,
p.296'), aftar I9?A üe CPSA "went through nearly 15 years of uneven su,uggle maıked by frıısration and
isolation", üus completely ignoring the prty's position of inflırnce arrıong blrck Souü A-fricans in the late
190s. An importaııt souroe for üe histry of communist activity in üğ ,vhite trade union movement in üe
l92Os and 1930s aıe üe Records of üe Trade Union Council of Sotıth ı_frica (IIJCSA Papen) housed at the

University of üe Winvaersraııd, Jotıannesburg.
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a

fallen from a few hıındred in l92l to two hundıed after the Rand Revolt and sorııe 150 after üe üird party

confereııce.s However, new activities ıvere to infuse new life into the fledgling party. Under üıe guiünce
of T.W. Thibedi (for ıcgs üıe only Africaıı member of the ISL and CP§A) a nighı school fc semi-üıgaıe
A&icans was started in Johannesbırg, layıng üe basis for funıre black party cadıgş. Furüıeı üıe communists
began o peııetrae the IC[J, esüablished in Cape Town in l9l9 and under the teaderstıip of the charismatic
Clements Kadalie rapıdly develqing ino a black nıassı movemenı h |9?ıl a number of leading ICU
meınbers ın Cape Town had joined the party, and in Johanne.sbıırg Africaıı mernbers of tip YCL founded the
first lcu braııch in the Transvaal kadalie had on occasion anac.ked üe communists, but rıow he seemed to
oleraıe their ııew positio within üe ICIJ.sı

The foıırth pcty confeıeııce in Decemb€r 1925 was aceııded by üe first black delegates, wiü
Thibedi being elected as the fiıst Africaıı o tiıe Executive. The confereırce declğ€d thal the immediatc
objective of üıe party was a 'Woılrers' and Peasants' Governııentn, aE aıEntly defined as an inteıırıediale
§tagt on üe road owads scialism. ln Jııne LY)6, üire Exeçutive resolvçd that üıe Sowh Africaı Worker, the
p8ıty's new joıırnal, shoııtd stgt pülishing rticles in the naüve Africaıı langııages. By the second half of
1926 there were five black communists on the ICU's National Couırcü but friction with rıon<ommunists
was beginning to und€rmine their pcition.I(ıdalie, who tried to gain concessions ftom üe govenıment by
becoming 'reşectable", began to s€ek support from white tib€ral§ aııd üe Internatioııal Federation of Trade
Uniorıs (IFT [I) in Amserdam. Liberats ıırged him to get rid of the communists, who on their paıt warned the
ICU against their new boıırgeois advisers and against lining up with üıe "laboıır reformism" of the IFTU
inst€ad of the RILU and the Congrass against Colqıial Operesslon uıd Imperialism o be held in Brussels in
Bn.h Decemb€r L926,|(üalie foıced üıe communists out of the Natiğıal Council, and a few months later
ICU members were in§inıcted o keep almf from üıe CPSA. The communists tried o mobilize the ICU raıık
and file against the expulsions which resulted in several brarrches lodgng üıeir protest, but communist work
within the union tud not broughı enougİı converts to reveıse the nırrı of events. Kadalie's playing on feelings
of racial arıagonism oşıaıds the "white-controlled" CPSA contributed considerably to hi§ ability to retain the
baciing of üe [CU's raıü and filej2

During the yeus |9n-|928, communist organisenı formed a number of new African trade unions
composed of indııstrial worters who had beeıı neglected by the ICU, üıus pady filting tlıe vacuum üıat ıhe
rather amorphoıs ICU left betind as it began to disintegrate ino warring frcüons. Most of the.se inöısrial
unions weıe established in üıe emerging manufrcnıring industries on ıhe Wiwaarsraııd which errıployed
Africaıı wgters who were ofteıı of İ semi-skilled şıpe and recruited among the moıe stable ıırbaııiserl sec-
tion of the blaci poputatim. The nerv class of facory wckers constituted üe tıard core of the emerging

$ At tiıe time of the Foıırtlı C.omintern Congıess in late |922 üe pgty ctaimed nuo hurıdıed memb€rs,
clearly having lost a nımıber after the Raıd Revolı By |f27-19?3 the pany had orıly 150 whio members.
See Lerıımo, Fifty Fightiııg Yeos,p.52, who says that n lY22 many whirc ffide unioniss left the party to
throw üeir weight behind üe Fcg note 73 below. If we assume that the figıııe for I9n-L928 reflected üe
position as it was ever since üe party confeıence in December LY24, we may conclu& that anoüer fifty
white members left the prty aft€r the conference. Indeed the number of white party members remained üe
same for several yeas also aftBı lY?8.

5' Sheridaıı W. Johns,III, "Trade Union, Political hessııre Group, or Mass Movement? The Industrial
and Commercial Woırkers' Union of African, in Robert I. Rotberg and Ali A lviauui (eAs.), Protest aııd
Power in Black ffica (New Yortç 1970), pp. 7V1,7|3, 7L9; Zaıın, "The ICU and the White Parliamentary
Parties", p. 78; Roux, S-P. Buııting, pp. 70-1; Roux and Roux, ieöeJ Pity, p.39; Simons and Simons, C/ass
and Coloıır, p. 354; Theresa Zanı1 "The ICU reaches its peak _ arıd begins to break up",Tlıc African Com-
ınıııist, No. 123 (1990), w.70-7L. See also Clemens Kadalie, My Life aııd ılu ICU.Tlıe Aıııobiography oİ a
Black Tradc Unionüt in Souıh ,4frica, edited by Sianley Trapido (London, 1970), pp. 85, 153-154.

52 Johns, 'The ICU", p. 72|-7?-6:, P.L. Wickins , Ttıc Ina$trinl aıü Coııırercial Worlers' IJnion of
Africa (Cap Town, 1978), pp. 106109; Roux, Tııııe l-onger tlıaıı Rope, pp. 161_169, 202; Roux, §.P.
Buıııing, pp, 72-75; Simons and Siınons, Class aıü Cobur, pp. 354_360; Theresa Zailç "The [.C.U.", Tie
African Coıııınaııisı, No. 38 (1969), pp.71-75; Meli, "Nationalism and internaüonalism", p. 48; Bunting,
Moses Kotane, p. 29; Bunting (ed-), §ouılı African Commınists Speak, p. 84; Kelley, "The Thiıd
Internaıional", p. 106.
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Africarı p,roletariaı and were easier o organise üarı the migraııt workers in üe mine compounds or üıe
geııeral mass of unskilled laboııren. In lr,laıch 1928, indısnial unions of black woırkers in üe furnitııre,
clothing, baking, laıırıdry and engineaing indusries weıe brought ogether in üe South Afticarı Federation of
Non-Eınoıpean Trade Unions (Fİ.IE[I). The Federaüon, which claimed io reple.seııt some 15,00 workers by
mid-192E, had a white r§ideııE but a black general §ecreıtry (Jimmy Ia Guma), chief organiser (Ihibedi)
uıd vice-p,ıesideııt (Moses kotane), all of theın communiss. By the time of its second confcrerrce in
September l929,the FNETU comprised some tan unions of predominarıtly African woırkers. In the same
year it atrliated to the RILU, alıhougİı its communist leadership avoided layıng too much sness on is
poütical orientation and raüıer fcused on immediao econorric issues. Boü RILU and FNETU stre§sed üe
ultimate gol of achieving non-rrcial unions in §ouü Africa, even at ıhe expeııse, it would seem, of
reftaining ftom attackı on the reactioııary policies of whirc trade unioruj3 At üe RILU's foıırtiı
international oongrcss in 1928, indeed, the amalgamation of workers of all races ino a single trade unirın
cerıtr€ was ınged as "üe fuııdameııtal task of ıhe revolutioııry wing of üıe radc union movement in Souü
Africa'İ In keeping witiı thase diıectives, the communists distributed pamphleıs urgıng African rr(]-!€ıs to
unite with whirc workcrs. Yet the r€ality wa!ı, as Jack and Ray Simoıs wrirc, that paıallel unions aıd a se-
paı:ate non-white nade uniqı ceııtre weıe formed, which "mirrored üe white worters' rrcial exclusiveness,
arıd repıesented a signifıcuıt depor0ııe from the communist ideal of inter-racial soüdarity".55

5. Tlıc Coırıınınist Movemeıt oıd tlu "Black Repıülic" Controversy Qn7-In9)

The CPSA's fiftiı coııfeıpnce in December l92i, Janııary 1927, was a demorıstraticı of ıhe party's new
orientation on ıhe black poleıriaı although white worters were by ııo meaı§ lost sight.ıf. The prty had by
now some hundred Africaıı memb€rs, out of a ıotal of aprıoximarcly 250. The confereııce wa!ı aüended by
delegates of all rrces and elected thıee Africans !o the Execuüve. Iı was decided !o train "cadıEs of class-
corscioıs native workenn, form party haııches in Africarı areas and put forwaıd democraüc demands üke
the exteısion of üıe Cape's non_racial fraııchise ıo ıhe rest of South Africa. Tlıe conference frırttıer declaıed
that an immediıte campaign ıuld be started against üıe "enslaving' pass laws and üe Prct government's
new Segıegaüon Bills, which werc denounced as naıı aggravaıed measurc of colonial ogıressioı" thaı would
"uııd€nııine the staııdaıds of the white worters also". Bunting said that ııo govefnment had done more to
incite racial hatr€d thaıı the Pact, but u üıe samc time white laboıır was naively called upon to support a
geırcral srike of Africaıs (which nerıer materiaüsed) against the new Bills, "if only in üeir own interests".
The CPSA obüously tried to combiıp prrctical sıryport for the econqııic and poütical stuggles of Africans
with theorctical non-raciaii ,:n and prceagaııda ünong whites.$

In July lg27, the t]j SA left üıe Johannesburg Trades }Iatl ard moved is offices to a predominantly

5l Simons and Simgıs, Class aıü Cobıır, p. 376377, 379, 4ü; Roııx, Tııııc langer tlwn Rope, pp.
207-?§; Roux, §f. Buııting, çıp. 82-83; Jon Lewis, "The New Unionism: Indusrialisation ard Industrial

Unioııs in Souü Africa" 1925-1930", in Eddie Webster (ed), Essays k Sowlurn African Laboıır History
(Johannesburg, 1978), pp. 133-135; Bunting, Moscs Kotane,w.4546; Jack §imons, "Builders of the

Communist Party", Tlu Afıican Coırıınııııisı, No. l08 (1987), p. 34.

' Quoted in Simons and Simoııs, Class oııd Coloıır, p. 317.

5' Ibid. See also Roux, Tı'me lınger tlwn Rope, p.2|3. For examples in the laıe 1920s of üe refusal of
white workers to support strikes of üeir black counterpars in ıhe same industries, see Roux, Time Longer
tlıan Rope,pp.207-210; Simons and Simons, Class aııd Colour, pp. 378-379, 384-385, 401; Lewis, "The

New Unionism", pp. 137-138.

56 Simons and Simons, Class and Colow, w. 344,388; Kanet, "The Comintem and üıe 'Negıo

Question"', p. 98; Wickins, Tlu lııdııstrial aıü Coırımercial Workers' Union, p. 98; Bunting, Moses Koıane,
p. 29; Kelley, "The Thiıd Intemationat", p. lffi. For üe party's propaganda arnong whites and white

hooüganism at communist meedngs, see Roux and Roux, Rebel Piry, pp. 4246-

f
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A

African pan of the city. According o Rouı üıis rvas "üe fınal break with the old line".J7 Il was indeed a
symbolic act, emphasizing that the "Africaııisation" of üe party had become an irreversible reııd. Noıv üıat
üe communists had been cxpelled from üe ICU, the party also began o pay more ancntion to the Ai.[C. For
most of tho p€riod ııp to the l94(h, üe Ai.{C waıı a mod€ıaıe Gganisation led by Africaıı chiefs and blaclı
intellectı4ıe who beüeved in Briti§h constiuıtiqıal justice aıd strove for a gradıul aciıieveınent of eqııal
oppornınity fa Africans in the political uıd ecoıpmic field- Frorıı time o time it went through brief periods
of radicalizaüon, wheıeby iE ı§ııal eschewing of direct mass action was tanporaıily put aside. Thi§
happened dııring l9l7-92a and again dııring the years lg27-1929, when indignation over üe Pact govern-
ment's Segıegıion Bills and otlıer reFassivc mea$ııEs led o a new wavc of miliuncy. IndeğL n Lgn
Jimmy La Gııına and John Gomas, bottı membcrs of the party's Cape Town branch, weng elccted socıEı8ry
and president raşectively of üe Ai.üC braııch in üıe Westem Capejl The A}.[C also accepted ıhe inüation
to ağend the Congıess again§t Colonial Opıprcssion in Febrııary lY27, and seııt iıs radical member Josiatı
Gumede as delegao to Brussels. The oüıer South African delegates to üis congrcss were La Guma for üıe
cpsA arıd Daıı cohaine, a white trade uni@ist ıepresenting üe pırocommıııist "mincity movement" in the
Souıh Afticarı Trade Union Congıess. Gıımede, who was not a communist himself, d€claı€d at Brussels that
"the Commımist futy is ıhe only party that stands behind us aııd ftom which wc can expcct §orııettıing".
Witiı a view to bringıng Blr,k Afticans into üıe anti-impcrialist moyemenç, and possibly in uı arempt o
take ıhe wind out of the sails of the Grvcy movemeil"9 üe Brussels Congıess a&pt€d a resoluüon orı the
"Negıo Question' which asserted üıe principle of "Africa for üe Afticans". It also passed a ıçsolution sub-
mined by üe Souü Africans calling on nall workers arıd opp,rçssed peoplas of Souüı Africa, irıespective of
race, colour or cıeed", to ıınite for the right of self{etermination, the overthıow of cryialis and imperialist
domiııation, aııd üıe ıemoval of resrictions on ftEedom of organisatiaı.o

After the Brııssels Congıcss the South Africarı delegates travelled o the Soviet Union, where
Gumede was quite imprq*sed by what he believed o be the policy of eqııality and naüonal üıtonomy for the
inhabitants of üıe Cenral Asian Republics. It seeıns that aft€r his return o South Aftica, Gumede's reporüı
on his expaiencas in üe Soüet Union ıveıt well_received by üe Aİ.IC. At ıhe Ai{C's annııal meeting in

' Roux, S?. Bınting, p. 77.

s Bunting, Moses Kotaııı,p. 30. See on the A}.tC lviary Benson, Sowh Africa: Tlıe Struggle for a
Birılviglıı (ilarmoııdsworü, 1966); Peter Walshe, Tlıe Rise of African Natbnalism in Sowh Afiica: Tlıe
,4fricaıı Natioıal Congress |9|2-|952 ([ondon, 1970); Philip Bonn€r, "The Trarısvaal Nuive Congress,
|9|7-|920: ıhe radicalisation of the black pery bourgeoisie on ıtp Raııdn, in Shula lı,rğb arıd Richard
Raüboııe (ds.),Indııstrialisaıion aııd social clıange in Sowh Africa. Africaıı class forınation, cultwe, aııd
coıscioıısıuss, 1870-1930 (torıdon and New Yorlç 1982). Jimmy [a Guma and John Gomas, two ncoloııred"

communisu ftom üe Cape, ae anong üıe most intcıesting figıııçs in the history of the CPSA. Unfutunate_
ly, La Guma's biography has not been publistıed (see note l), but Mı§son's r€c€nt biogıaphy of Gomas
provides interesting maıerial, particutaly on his ambiguous aninıde towaıds üıe ıırhite working class. If on
üe one haııd Gomas felt ıhe need o suppat the party's aim of rying ıo "wake ıp" ıhe white workers, on
üe other hand he had less illısions about üem than many of his white comrades and would on occasion
bıırst out in violent arıEk§ on theın. See Mussorı, Johnny Goınas, pp. 71, n-8|,95 (note 3), 103. According
O Musson (p. 117), in his unpublistıed mernoirs Gomas looks back on his party p€riod much like Padmore
di4 viz. that blacks werç used by white communists for poliücal pıırposes. For a reaction to Musson's book
by an old party cğıırade from Cape Towıı, see Ray Alexander n Sowh African Laboıır Bulletin, Vol. 15,
No. 5 (January 191), pp. 8G83.

'9 See on the failııre of üe Americaıı communists to woo the Garvey movemerıt Pad,more, Pan-
,Africanism or Coıııııuıııişm7, pp. 303ss.; Ikrıet, "The Comintern and üe 'Negro Ques[ion"', pp, V2-94, Fot
üe League against [mperialism, s€e Hooker, BlackRevolutioııgy, pıp. l1-13, ?4-25; Padmore, Pan-
Africaııism or Coıııınıııism?, pp. 3D.33O.

o Italiaarıdeı Schwarze Haıt im roten Griff, ch. 2; Simons and Simons, CJass and Coloıır, pp. 353, 389;
Kanet, "The Cominterıı and üe 'Negıo Question'", p. 101; Johns, "The Comintern" , p.2|6; Kelley, "The
Third Intemational", p. 11l; Fraııcis Meli, §oııi Africa belongs to us: A History of the ANC (,ondon and
Bloomington, lndiana, 1989), p. 75.
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!ııııe LV27. Gıımede, who reitgaıed thaı üe CPSA was üe only party ıhat sincerely fought fo the
emarrcipation of the black op,presse( was elected pre§dent-general arıd üıe communist EJ. Khaile secreıary_
geırcral.IJİeı ıhal year, La Guma and Gumede visited the Soviet Union again, üıis time o aueııd üıe
october celehatioru - it seeıns ıhat üe Russiaııs asked the cpsA to send two delegates repırcsenting üe
"Native comnunity". Wheıı they reomed in Janııary 1928, üe CPSA aııd the ANC held a combined meedng
in Cape Touıı1 on which occasiqı üe pııesidoıt of the Westem Cape Ai.{C declared thaı'iı had become
necessary for üıe members of Congress to r€alise thaı üe Commıınist Party were the real friends of the
oppır€ss€d people". Gumede said te had been to üe "new Jmlsalem", that üe central issue in Souü Africa
was to remoye "the morstnous bıııden of tmperialism", and üaı all races suffered ıınder the "capitelist class
which grinds the faces of Whio and Black alike the wcld over". Fıırüer, üey stıould unite with the oniy
coımtry in ıhe wcld where freedom existed, nWorke§' Russia"jı In Gumede the communiss had
obviously foıınd an ideal fellow-traveller, who did much to populrize communist ideas among the members
of the ANc. ltrowever, üe moıe coıuıervative section of üe ANc remained a domiııanı foıce on üıe
backgroıın( while the new emphasis on thc anti_imperialist strugge was creating p,roblems wiüıin the CPSA
iself.

The Brussels Congıass and the launching of the Leagır against Imperialism maked a new sage in
the internatioal commımist endeavoın to promoo üıe stuggle for naüoııal liberation in the colonies. Of
paniculr importaıre was what hrypeııed on üe occasion of La Guma's aııd Gumede's visib to Mccow. As
party r€pres€otalive ta Guma discussed the §outh Africaıı siuıation wiüı meınben oi ıhe ECCI, in paıticular
Bııktıarin. The Comintcrn's inteıpst in Souıh Africa was clearly on üe incı€ase, and now the EC€t began o
uphold the view ıhaÇ ratiıer tiun being a dircct anti*apitalist poleıuian struggle, the struggle in Souü Af-
rica was first of all cqıcerııed wiüı thc natioml opprcssion of the A.fricaııs by British and Boer imperiatisoı.
The primry task of üe revolution was theıçfoıe ıo overthıoşı üe rule of üe white imperialiss and fight for
üe natioıal liberation of üıe African people. It would seem that La Guma subscribed o these views - and
perhaps waı ey€ıı the co-auctc inbtlecüıalis of üem - and agreed wiü C-ominıerıı leaders that the immediats
goal of tlıe Soutiı Africaıı ıevoluüoııary stuggle stıould be to set up a democıatic indc,perıdent 'Naüve
repıblic", which would give white wgters and oıher "non-exploiting whites" certain "minority rights". An
ECEI "dıaft resoluüon on South A.frican, pr€eaı€d by üe "Negro sub+ommiuee" of ıhe Cominteın's Anglo
Americaıı Secretariaı (which was ıe.spo,§ible for African affairs atso) and supported by Ia Guma stat€d üıat
the CPSA's main slogan stıould be "an independent Native republic, aIı a stııge owaıds a woıters' and
peasarı§' goverıımentn. Tlıe ıasolutigı was ıo be discu§sed by the cPsA and sıÜmitted o Üıe next
Comintern CongressP

The response of üe Soııth Africaıı party leadership o the EC]CI draft resoluüon as well as the
Brussels ıesolutions was a sceptical one. They welcomed üe ANC's uırn !o the left uıd ıırged it to pursue a
fighting poücy again§t cpialisın, but a national-revolutionary stnıggle fa Africaıı inde,peııdence wüı seen as
something quite differeııı Bıuıting believed ıhat a successfiıl revolution ıvas not yet possible because of the
"exreme bükwarüıess' of the African ıııalxrcs. He disryprovçd of "üe instnıctionsn from Moscow which

6ı Simons and Simorıs, Clacş aııd Cobw, p.2|9,394-395,4O2; }Iarrison, Memoirs, p. 103; Walshe,
Tlu Rke of African Natioıalism, p. l75; Bensoıı Tla Struggle for a Birthrigfu, pp. 50-5l; Roux, Time
Longer tlıaıı Rope, p. 2ll; Meli, §oıılı Africa bebngs ıo ıts, p. 76; Ellis and Seçhaba, Coııııades against
Apoılnid, p. 18, according o whom Gumede even met Statin.

62 Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıır, m. 3E9-39Q Rouı §.P. Bıınthg, pp. 88-89; Johns, "The
Cominıern", pp.2W2O5,2|8-219; Bunting, Moses Kotaııc, pp. 32-33l Ellis and §echaba, Comrfus against
Apoıluid, p. 17, who write thaı ta Guma old Comintern officials of ıtıe party debate on strategy afıer 1922
and üe potğıtial for fmıııing a b,road alliaırçg with black organisations; Kelley, "The Third Internaüonal", pp.

l 11, 114. Kelley suggests it was La Guma, and la Guma alone, who was responsible for the introdııction of
üe "prelimiııary" draft resolution, the black republic slogan and a üstincdy national-revolutionary and anti-
imperialist posiüon in acçorünce with Comintenı poücy, although [9 g:mits üat I-a Guma's position was
adqıed by üıe CPSA only ttırough pııessıııe by üe Comintem. lndeed, much remains unclear as to the

origins of üe black re,public policy. Cf. Padmo,re, Pan-Af,ricanism or Coırıırunişm?, p. 306; Boenner, Tlıe
Bolslıeviks aııd ılu Naıioıal aıü Cobnial qııesrion, p. 178; Kanet, "The Comintern and üe 'Negro

Quesüon'", pp. 101-1O2; Johns, "The Cominterrı", pp.2l7-22l; lıgassic[ Class aıü Natioıwlism, pp. 26ss.,

who attempıs an analysis of the evoluüon of Marxisı thinking on üe national revolution.
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,fletp "dnwn up by people wiü insufficient tnowledge of S.A. African affair§'.63 Acıo,rding !o Roux, to the

majority of puty members üıe new slogan came "like a bolı from üe blue' - they saw it as Ganıeysm and
as being in opıposition o internationalism arıd non-raciılism. "All the white communists weıe irıiignarıı", he
writes, "and black communists like Thibedi, who had been trained in üıe old school, eqııally so"S
However, for t-a Gııına and a number of oüer pcty members, a national-revolutioııry reorienation of party
policy was obviously less of a problem. The Soııth African suppğters of üe neşı Comintern line were
pıobably a small minoriry bü ready to question the old beüef in the primacy of the "ııon-rrial" wcking-
class stnıggle on which the maiırity view was essentially based- On his second vi§it to Mscow in lare. |927,
La Guma presented a $arcment on üe "Soıııh Africaıı Siuıation" informing üe EC§I that the Executive of
üe CPSA did not rypıove of üe dıaft ıesolution, atüough üe meınbers of üe Cape Town brarph, including
most of tiıe whites, rvere said o be supıpcting iı6

In a subsequeııt letr€( to üe ECCI, ta Guma insistod that üe white work€r§ refused to cmperaıe
with Africarıs. He followed Bııkharin in maintıining üaı white wgken were 'soalred wiü imperialisı
ideology" and said üey would have o be 'fccod" into ıınderstanding that their fuuırç lay in unity with the
blrcks, who were rapidly developing a 'naüorıal consciousness". In La Guma's view, üe black repubtic
slogan aıd the natimat sfiıggle for indepeııdence ftom colonial nıle would a§t as a catalyst for the working-
class revoluüon. The rnaicrity of üıe Execuüve, including most of the black members, nonğlıeless reİrcted
the slogan. Ttııee yers after they had rırned to üıe btack worting class, most Souü Africaıı communists
were still highly sııspicioııs of African nationali§m and ctinging to üeir betief in the p,rolearian class stuggle
and the possibility of winning over the ıvhio wor&ers. They declined to abaııdon üıe perşective of a
struggle directly fa saialisın and rcept üe intermediate stage of a national ıevolution. Indoeül, some of
theın ciaimed ıhaı the mass of ıhe white wateıs were about !o deseft üe Iaboın Pğty in disillısion and
turn to üe CPSA At the pğty's sixth confereııce in Decenb€r 1927, Bunting opeııly voiced üıe scepücism
of the maiırity of üıe Execuüve aboııt üıe slogaıı again. While aclnowledging that it was based on Lenin's
üeses on üıe natioııal and colonid quesüon from l92O, he rgued thaı naüoııal liberaüon movement§
'usııally become a prey o imperialist and capiulist curupüon" and that Africaııs were in effect not aşiring
at secession from British nıle, which they geneıally preferıed to 'Durch rule". Alüıough white worters had to
be accustomed üo "a prospect of black powet'', üıe slogan was unjıstly diracted "against the whites as sırch,
agaiıst lrge numbers of woıtef§ and peasans becaııse they are white".6

The aıgument betıveeıı oppoııents uıd sup,porters of ttp blac,k ıepıbüc liıfb was carried on until üe
Sixüı Comintern Congıess held in July to Septarıber 198. The Exccutive apıpointed Bunting, his wife
Rebecca and Eddie Roıı, all of üıem whites and opporıens of üe slogan, as the pmy's delegaıes o
Moscow to defend the domiııaııt view on üıe basis of a "maiırity report'. Dıııing üe first half of 1928
anottıer white communist couple, Doııglas G. Wolon and his wife hıIolly (both ıecent immigıarıts to South
Africa), had corne to the fcç a!ı stong support€r§ of ıhe black republic slogan At ttıe CPSA's siıth
coııfererıce, ind€ed, the rising sıtr Wolton had been made party secr€tğy. In 1928 the Wolorıs serıt a
"minor§ repot' !o Mo§cow which, logğtıer wiü I^a Gııma'§ missives pric to üıe congress, ıındoııbtedly
contributed o the cml reception üe souü African delegates receiııed from üe EccI and üe "Negıo sub-
committee" upon their rrival in the Soüet Union. To their surpise the Soııth Africaııs were accused by

6 Simons and Simons, Class aııd Cobıa, p,p. 39G,394.

g 
Roux, S?. Bıaıting, pp. 89-90. This clealy contradict§ Kelley's claim that ttıere was a "coııiligt of

ideology' between African aııd white communist§, if perhaps not his contention üıat white communists had
an "exEeme distasıe' of African nationalism - Kelley, "The Third tnternational", pp. 106lO7.

6 Acco,rding o Wilfr,ed }Iarrison (Meıınirs, p. 103), raüıer an old-style socialist who saw no particular
reason !o "take up the Native qua§tion", the Cape Toıvn brarıch reİrcted the black repubüc slogan.

6 Simons and Simons, Class aıü Coloıır, w.394-399; Bunting, Moses Koıane, pp. 31, 33-39ı Kelley,
"The Third Int€rrıational", p. 1t2; Nyawuza, "The Road o the 'Black Repub[ic"', p. 45; Musson, Johnny
Gomas, pp. 4748.
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black Americarı delegarcs arıd others of being "white chauyinists".o Bunting, who deüvered ıiııee speeches
ıo the congrcss, reasserted his allegedly "excepüonalist" point of üew üaı the "native ıtpublic" slogaıı was a
denial of üe facğıal, uniqır, sinıation in South Africa, where the working class comprised both black and
white. He explaiırcd that üe majority of the CPSA opposed the new slogan, baııse on the one haııd there
was no black boıJrgeoisie or a mov€m€nt for an indçerıdent Africaıı republic aııd on üe otiıer hand üıerç
was also a class of white exploited woırters and peasaııs. According o Bunting, in Soııü A.bı;,o tip class
struggle and üe natioıul-rwolutioııry struggle were "practically coinciderıt and simulaneoııs', while an anti-
imperialist movement involving boü white wgters aııd Afticaıı nationalisıs _ as üe draft resolution was
uıging - was impossible. It wac the task of üıe CPSA to take up the cause of black and white wokers alike,
with a view to harmonising the natioııal aııd class movemenıs aıd neunalizing white laboıır chauvınism.
Bunting claimed thaı the vulnerable Afticaıı working_class movement found the occasional support, or "even
the bare naıtrality", of ıhe white tradc unioıs 'of incalcu|able rıalıE". White workers wero "unquestionably
going to be alieııated" by the black repıblic slogan and perh4s going o lmk fa a "Fascisı ılliaııçg wiü the
boıırgeoisie". Bunting's endearoıırs to convince ıhe Comintern thaı not ıip ruıional or üe agroıan question
but the working-class struggle of black and white agaiıst capitalism was the main featııre of the South Af_
ricaıı siuıation, wene dl in \ain. The ECCI dıaft resoluüon was ryproved by congıess and submitted o the
"Negro sub-corrıminee" to be definiüvely drawn up.6

Alüıough Bunting regarded the ııew line as 'swirching off from class struggle to racc stnıggle", he
and his §upportenı in the CPSA loıally rcceptcd üıe black ıçublic slogaıı. Iıı a pamphlet titled "Imperialism
in Souü Africa", Bımting ried o explain the meaning of the ııew slogaıı o üe paty membership. He wıoıe
that üe liberation of Souüı Africa involved üıree maiır frçedqııs: independence fr]om Bıitistı imperialism,
the emaırcipaüon of Africarıs froın whits dominatioıı, and freedom fa wo,rkcrs and peasans of all races ftom
boıırgeois nıle. White worteş aııd poc whites had noüing to fear froııı "native rule'; iı was not a maEer of
desnoying the whites, but üıe regime of white domination and exploitation. In the plrce of üe rule of race
oyer rııce stıould come "a wğkers' and peasanıs' govemment, prcdominantly native in character, based on
eqııaİity and oıı the p,reponderaırce of the natives' cliıirn o the country". Bunting,s e:rplanation sounded as if
he ried to reconcile the old and the new line. In a leuer ıo üe Johannesbıırg §ıar, he presented üe black re-
public slogan in çrms of rrcial eqııality.o

The ECCI resolution qı South Africa of 19 Ocober, |Y28, was thc Comintern's most scrioı§

o Roux, S?. Bınting, pp. 78, &Y2,101; Roux and Roux, Rebcl Pity, pp. 59{5, 9; Simons and
Simons, Class aııd Coloıır, pp. 399,405406; Bıınting, Moses Kotaııc, pp. 33-39; Nyawrıza, "The Road to üe
'Black Repıblic'", p. 47; Obuury of Dougiıs $/olton, Tln Africoı Coıııınıııisı, No. 112 (1988), pp. 83{4.
Roux gives a üvely aooount of üe "inoleraııt" atsııoşheıe in Moscow and ttp hosüle acitude to üe Souü
Africaıı delegaıes. See also En&e S0<, Tlu History of Black Africa, Vol. 2 (Bııdapesq 1966), p. 153, who
maintains thaı üe souü Africaııs were 'racial chauünists".

s Roux, S?. Bıııting, w. V2-98; Simons and Simoıs, Class wü Coloıır, pp. 406408; Johns, "The

Comintern", pp.222-226. Simons and Simorıs deny that tip Cominterrı "imposed" üe black repubüc slogan -

as argued by Roııx - aııd accuss Roux of being moüvated by hostility o the Soviet Union and üe
Comintern L -umo (Fifry Fislııing Yeos, p. 6+) şeaks of "furıdamenıal differeııces" between üe Comintem
and the CPS-,. which 'went ıo üe heart of the ideological appr,oach o the colonial and national question".
Bunting (Moses Koıaıu, p. 39) simply says ıhat'ıhe evenuıal Native Republic slogan flowed from an
interchange of views between ttıe Comintern and the CPSA'.

s Roux, S?. Bınting, pç ?)_104; Roux and Roux, Rebel Pıry, pp. ü45; Simors and Simons, Cicss
aıü Coloıır, pp. 386, 410; Cope, Conırade Bill, pp. 3ll^-3|2. According to Roux, the final version of the

black repubüc slogan read: "A §outh African Nuive Republic, aı a stage towrds a Workers' and Peasarıts'
Government, wiü full protecüon and equal righıs for all national minorities". See also Bunting (ed.), South
Africaıı Coırımınisıs Speak, p. 89. From the ECCI resolution of Ocober 1928 one would gaıiıer it read: "An
independent native Souü Africaıı repıblic as a stage owaıds a şıork€rs' and peasans' repubüc with fult,
eqııal righs for all races."
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auempt ever to make a funümenal aıulysis of the Souü African siuutiqı.7o Alüough üıe resoluligı made

some valid observations, it would seerıı üere were three maja flaws in it Fir§tly, it was staled lhat üe
natioıul question, which lay "at the foundation of üe revolution in South Africa", wa§ based on ıhe agrarian
questiorı" üıeıc being an "almst complete" landlessrıess of the Africaıı pçulıuion. This was essentially tnıe,
but üe assertion that ıhe black peasanry constinırcd "üe basic moving force' in üe revolution - if "undg
üe leadcrship" of ıhe worting class - revealed ı gıoss underestimation of üıe effcctive mechanisms of
control blrk peasaııts arıd agraıiaıı laboıırçrş weıe subject o. The rural proleıriı suff€r€d under much
harsher restrictive measures ü,an ıııban woıters, and it is üerefore no wonder thal üe cpsA rıever succeed-
ed in establistıing itself in üe countryddo.7ı A secorıd point concerned the claim thaı ıhe boıırgeoisie was
tıırııing üe "rıegro refamists' of the A}IC and ICU into its "agen§" and thaı the CP§A should figbt üem.
The party was also ıırged to raııdorm the ANC into "a fighting nationalisı ıevolutioııry organisation" aıd
develop in it "üe leadership of the wqters and üe Communist Paıty". Buı how could the puty achieve üis
if moderate black leaders weı€ to be braııded as "ageııts" of capiulism? Pertırys the most serioııs flaw in the
resolution concerned üe assessnıent of üe position of the whirc workers. The resolution ıeferıed lo üıe
"p,rofoıınd social contradictions" betnıeeıı the black workers and üe whites, who were "compted" aııd
"demoralised" by the 'imperialist" and rrcist ideology of the Laboıır Party. Against all evidence, however, it
was claimed - a communisı hobbyhcse - üaı üe influence of the SALP wa§ "undermined by the srcady
worsening of the maıerial conditioııs of the mass of the white worteı§". Tiıe ıçsoluüon §taıod th8t the CPSA
'mıst explain !o üe naüve nıasses that üe black and white wgters aıE ıxıt only allies, but are üe leaders of
the ıevolutioııary §trııggle of üıe naıive ınasses against the ıı,hite boıırgeoi§e and Briü§ı imperialism. A
corıect fomıulıation of this oslı and intensive p,ropagation of the chief slogan of a naüve republic will result
not ın the alienation of üe whirc wqkers from the Communist Party, noı in segıegntion of üe natives, but,
on üe oontrary, in üıe building ııp of a solid front of all oilers against capiulism and imperialism."72

This was really an amazing insunce of communist wistıfrıl thinking.

6. Tlı2 CP§A's lıflııencc aı lts Peok, (1928-1930)

The new policy was officially inaııguıaı€d at ıhe CPSA's sev€rıü confeıcnce in December l98, January
1929, which adopted a new constiiıüon modelled qı üaı of the British prty and a new prcgnıııme based
on Bıınting's anü-imperialist pamphlcı While üe cgıfcrcııce was attond€d by nrenty blacks and ten whites,
the newly elected Executivc Bıırcaıı (EB) - like üe Central Commiuee (CC) a new party organ - consisted of
siı whites and ttııee Africans. This was only a slight imp,rovement on the position dııring the previous year,
when the old cenral Execııirıe iırcluded thı€e to four Africarıs out of a total of thirteen members. on üe
other hand üe parqy's munbersiıip had rntably increased- From some 350 in LV27 (of whom two hundred

70 The ECC-I resolution, as pıülished mTlu Coırıınıııisı Inıerıutioıul of l5 Decemb€r 1928, is
repoduced in l-eıumo, Fifty Fighıing Yeos,pp. |2AL32, and Bıınting (eü), §oıılı African Coıııınıııisu
Speü, pp. 91-97. According ıo l-erıımo (p. 65) it was "a rçmaıtable }rarıist-Iıııinist appraisal of üe
fundamenol strucüıı€ of the ctıaracter of South African society", thus overlooking its weak points. See on
the resolution also Degras (ü.'), Tln Coırıınııııist Inıernatioııal, 2, w. 552-553. Theıe aıe refeıences to üe
Souü Africaıı siCIatiqı and ıhe tasks of the C?SA also in ihe "Theses on the Revolutioııary Movemenı in
Colonial and Semi€olonial Coımtries' adopted by the Sixth Cominterıı Corıgress and in the ECCI
"Resolution on the Negro Qrcstion" of 26 October, L9?3. Sa ibid., p. 146547,555; Johns, "The
Comintern", w.228-23l,, Bunting (d.), Sowh African Coıııınıııiss Speak, pp. 9G9l; Bunting, Moses
Koıaıu, pp. 3|-32.

7ı According to Briarı Bunting (Sowh Africaıı Coırıınınisıs Speü, p. 138), party officials "constantly
complained" that their work and iniluence in the rııral :ıreas wert far less than they should have been.

'2 Lerumo, Fifty Fighıing Years, pp. 130-131.
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werc black) iı rose ıo 1,750 in mid-l928 (of whom 1,600 were black) aıd nearly 3,000 in 1929.73 The new
party programme deınanded the "coınplete equality of races", "self{etermirıaiigı of the Aftican peoples" and
indeperıdence from the Briüsh &rıpire, while white workers ,ııere called upon !o abaııdon their role as a
"tinsel aristocracy". "Real laboıır ıııity can only be achieved by firs removing the uneqııal stqnıq of üıe
nauve people", the progıamrıe said- In contEst ıo the cPsA's foırıetr position, indeed, ttıe srrıashing of
racial discrimination and the democratic revolution weıE now seen as a pre-cğıdition o üe building of a
classless society. Neverıheless, üıe maiırity of delegates rccepted üe new programme on üıe apparğnı
undersıanding that racial or natigıal emaırcipation and class emancipation overlapped and that the black
republic implied a woıkers' and peasarıs' repubüc, "for p,ractically all natives aıe workers and peasants" and
"pı,obably only a work€rs' aıd peasans' victory can achieve srch a republic".?a It apıpears thaı üe aim of a
black repubüc was interpreted as an "Africaııisedn version of üe stnıggle for socialism, rather than a
nationaldemocratic sage preceding iı Some days after ttıe party cofererıcc Bunting wrct€ to Roux (üıen in
Briıain): "We agıeed on intcrpreting üe slogan as meaııing much the same a§ a (pedominantly and
:ııaracteristically Nuivt) woıtBrs' and peasants' rtpublic, aııd not meaııing a black dictaL,§hip".?5 The
CPSA was as yet flerible eınugh to eı§uıE that the new slogan ıvould not mean a compleı* keak wiü past
practices or lead !o sectrianisın. Inde€d" üıe slogan iıseilwas noı the main caııse of üe cıisis that lay aiıead.

Despite üıe conroversy inside üe party ov€r üe black repülic slogaıı dııring 1927-1928, it was
going from strengü o srengü. New blrk cadres were rained, üe number of party meınbers increased
substantially, Africaıı tade unions organiscd by communists cmtinued !o gIow, and the impact of party
propaganda and üıe party press on üe black pqulation watı ever more widely felı "At last the masses of
South Africa are uırning o the C? for help frgrı üeir terrible conditions", tlıe Souıh Aİrican Workır wrota
;ı Febrııary 1928; the pryer spoke of the paıgy's "mustııoom-like growth".76 Most of the ııew adherens
*ere semi-literaie urban Africarıs. The CPSA also won some Africaıı intellecnıals, but many of üıese were
nationalists who did not feel aı home in a party in which whiıes still played a leading role. The party even

3 Roux, S?. Bınthg, p,p. 95, l01, l04; Roux, Timc lınger ılaıı Rope,p.2|7; Simons and Simons,
Class aııd Coloııı, p,p. 406, 4lO OeO (noıe 58); Johns, "The Cominternn, p. 2O3; Kaııet, "The Coıninıern aııd
üe \egıo Question'", p. 98; tlanison, Mcmoirı, p. l04; Bunting, Moses Koıaııc, p. 3O Bunting (e,d.), Sowh
Africwı Coıııınıııisıs Spcak, w. 97 ,99. Cf. Kelley ("The Third Internatiorul", p. l l0), who writes that the
party had only fifty Africaıı meınbers in Janııary $n and thaı üe whites werc ııot p,rppued to acc€pt
A.&icaııs o lead iı Elsewheıç Roux uırites that by l9D üıe party had 2,000 members: Roux and Roux,
Rebel Piry, p. 69. Although ı report sıümiued by Wolton o the ECCI in Sepıember 1929 staıed thaı out of a
membership of 3,000 only 30 werç in financial standing, it meaııt that by |Y29-1930 üıe CPSA şıas about
as big - or as small - as üe Briüsh paty, while it pobably had a gıeater inilueııce - see CPCiB membership
figııres in 1Valter (qlılall, Tlu Rcwlaıioııary Moveııunt in Brimin 19O0-21: Tfu Ongirıs of Bntish
Coırıınıııism (London, 1969), p,3|2; Paıl-Wolfguıg Heırmaıın, Die Coıııınaııist Parıy of Great Briain.
(Jntersııchııngen zıır geschichıliclun Ernvicklıuıg, Organisatbn, Idcologie ıııü Politik der CPGB von ]920-
1970 (Mei*nheim am Glan, l9/O, p.4I7.

" A report on the seventh party conference in üe §ouılı Africaıı Workır and the new party pıognmme
are publistıed in Bıınting (&), Sowh African Commuııists Sp*, pp. 97-106. See furttıer Roux, §.P. Buııting,
pp. 1M-105; Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıt,w.352,410411.

75 Roux, S?. Bıııting, p. lO5. The. confusion about üe poütical sıatus of üe black repubüc would
become even greaıer when it is reati§Ğd thaı stricüy speaking, it figııred in a ıiııee-sıage mo@k first a
national democratic revolution, üen a "Ty!rkeı§' and peasaııts' governmeııt", fınally a socialist or classless
society. See on üis Nyawuza, "Irft, Right on ıhe Road o üe Black Repubüc", pp. 54-55; Meli,
"Naüonalism and Internatioııalism . 48; Meü, §ouıi Africa belongs to ııs, p.73. As will bc shown below,

üe confusion never disappeared. kı , ıı 1940ş, although the black re,public slogan had been dropped, party

members were still wondering whaı , ;,: next stage" was to be. Sec I. Edwards, "Recolleclİons: the

Communisı Party arıd worker miliuncy ın Dııöan, early 1940s" , Souıh Africaıı l-aboıır Bulletin, Vol. 11, No.
a §ebrııaryllv{arch 1980, p. 69.

'6 Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıır, p. 399.
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cain€d suharıtial support in African locatiors in small Transvaal oş,ns like PorchcfsE,oon and Verecrıiging.

Wiıh üe ICIJ falling aprt and the Ai.{C unable or unwilling ıo develq into a ıeal mass organisatior1 üe
CPSA stepped in as mütaııcy among Africaııs was again on the incr€ase. At üe same time, üıe party

panicipaıed in joint rcüon with oüıer organisatioııs, like in üe "free şeech' movement launched in üıe first
half of l98. Of this ımited ftoııt organisation Gum@ was pıesiderıt and Wolon secrettry, so thal the pgty
was in a good position to irrr€ase its influence wiüıin a brmd political spectrrum. oıı the other haııd, üıe
position of commıuıiss and üeir sympathisers wiüin üe Ai{C was ağ:rked by conservatives and moderales
who saw in the CPSA's revoluüoııry blac,k ıepıbüc slogan reascı !o steer cler of the party.u

In the geneıal elecüon of |V29, Bımting carıpaigned as a communist caııdidalc in the Traııskei (an

Africaıı "Res€tve" that was pğt of the Capc hovince aıd eniıying iu ııon-rrial fraııchi§e) aııd Woltgı in a
predomiııantly coloıııçd distict ncar Cape Torıın Alüough Bunting in pctlcıılar was campaigııing bavely,
agaiıst ovcrwhelming odds, fo "ııatiorıal iııdepeııdeııce" aıd demçatic rigbıs, both men were heavily
defeaıed \Yolon used this opporınity to again aocuıe Bıınting of "chaııvinistic €tToı!' üke discoııraging üıe
gıowth of an African prty leaderslıin paırorıizing the black maıı aııd rying o eıuıur€ ıhaı ıhe whites would
continue o diıect party atrairs.?ı The Wolons' depaıtııe for the Soviet Union in tir middls of 1929 to
§nıdy aı üıe Lenin School, meant that üe prry's assistarıt secretary Albğt Nzul,ı, a disciple of Wollon, took
ovğ a§ gerıeral secıEııry, üe first Afticaıı o hold üıis posı" Bunting however reınained the party's maicr
strategist

In Augıst 1929, Bunting arraııged a confereııce in Johannesburg to form a brud organisaüon with a
ümited but miliont "national-ıevolutioııry" ob}ıctive. From this emerged the tıague of Africaıı Righs
(LAR), whce leadenhip included pırrnincnt meınbers of üıe CPSA Ai{C, ICU fractions aıd FNETU. In
facı Bunting acted on suggcsticıs made aı üe Sixth Comintcrn Congress and in discııssiqıs with the
colonial commission of üe CPGB. The Comint€m felt thaı instead of massiııe recnıiting of Africaııs who
had no real understanding of iv{arxist principles, üe party should be a select organisation of rained
revoluüoııries working through a lrger mass organisation under communist guidaııce. The LAR planııed to
organise a ıııass petiüon for African democratic rigİıs arıd demonsnations against the pass laws, and quickly
developed ino a maiır iıısrument for üıe CP§A to mobilise the masses. Ttıe corrımuni§ts were preparing for
snike§ aııd demonsrations on Decenber 16 under the slogan of "Iong Live thc Natiw Rçubüc'. when the
paıty received a telegram ftom the ECCI oırderiıu "üe immediaıe dissolutiorı" of üıe LAR. Stnrtly
afterwuds a leter anived ftom lvtoscow in which the lıague was derrcıınced as a 'rcforrıist' organisation
thaı was pıring forward ıefoımist demand§ and bolstering ııp 'reformisı leadeıs" üke Gııııede (who rcted as
the LAR's pıesİdent). Il was 1gy maintaiıEd thaı the party woııld not bc üle !o ncon6ol" the LAR uıd üe
communiss werç cdered b tato distaııce from "pecy_boıırgeois" reformisı bodies like üe ANc. The
organizers of üe most sııcccssfiıl ft,ont organisation the party had ever §et up werc 'dumbfoımded" - the
mğe so sincc üey had started iı on the instigatioı of the Comintenı itself - but rnnetheless they loydty

7 Roux, S?. Bıaıting, yp. 79-82; Simons and Simons, Ctass aıü Cobıır, pp, 4V24M; Roux, Time
Iınger tlıan Rope, pp. 2M-?fi7,2|4-216:, Johns, "}vlanrism-Leninisrı in a Multi-Racial Environmenı,", p. 378.

7t Roux, S?. Bınting, pıp. 105-112; Rotıx, Tiııe Longer tlan Rope, p. 2L7-223l Simons and Simons,
Class and Colow, pp. 41Ml4. A bizarı€ feanıre of the 1929 election campaign was that I_a Guma rallied to
the support of a non-comınunist carıdidaıc aposing Wolon For this specıacutar breach of party discipl.ine
he was expelled from üıe paıty, alÜough at a later stage he was reinsated.

79 Nzıı|e was removed as geııeral secretary in 1930 bause of his heavy drinking - see Roux, Sf.
Bıııııing, pıp. 1l8-1l9. In mid-l931 he şıent !o üe Soyiet Union o snıdy at Kutvu, the first black Souüı
African o do so. Other black communists were to follow suit, including J.B. Marks, Moses Koune and
Edwin Mofusarıyarıa. See on Nzulıa, Hisloricus, "Alb€rı Nzula Our First Africarı General Secretary", Ti,
African Coııımıuist, No. 65 (1970; Robin Cotpn, "Albert Nzutr The road from Rouxville ıo Russia", in
Bozzoli (ed.), Laboıır, Townships aııd Protesti Cohen (ed.), "Introduction" to Forced Labour in Colonial
Africa.In the early 1930s Nzula was a prolifıc writer in the Negro Worker (see note 2). For some of his
most important aıticles in this paper, s€e Cohen (e,d.\, Forced Laboıır in Colonial Africa, pp. 178-218. Nzula
died in Moscow, and according to Cohen, he may have been killed-
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carried out üe order and dıopped üe i-e,ague of A_fricarı Righıs, which soon ceased to exislEo On 16 De-
cember, 1929, üe CPSA engaged in mass action ogeüer wiü mernbers of other orgaııısations, but the party
wı§ now beginning O be affected by the ulra-left sectarianism of üe Comintern in iıs "üıiıd period'.

In Octob€r 1929. Bunting wıote to üe Briüsh party's colonial commi§qı thaı in Souü Africa üe
revolutionary sinıaıion envisaged by the Cominıern did not exist, but üat üey were going thıough a period
of haıdening ıeprıession. tn the circumstances üe [.AR, wiü iıs limit€d but miüanı prograınme, was üe besı
alternative in üe way of a broad popılar movemenı, ıo ttıe hesitant leadership of the Aİ.IC and others.
Neiüer these argumenB, n(tr a leüer by Roux !o Moscow (endorsed by the hrty's Execuüve) defending üe
LAR against the dissolution order, could change the ECCI's mind- The party neverthetess ried !o avoid a
secıaıiarı staırce and to carry on a ıroad resistarıce campaign in üe fa** ıf gıowing repressiou white mob
üoleııce and anÜ-communist propaganda The eighü party conference in Decemb 1929 noted that a year of
"ı..ıprecedentedly strenııous' §trugge against nan ever more ferrciou omr€ssc" lay ahead and ıhaı it wouid
be üe party's ta§k ro mobilize üe people orı a national scale for a "naüve repıblic'. The same monü
Inprecorr ıeported "a Etmeııdous advarrce in üe developmenı of üe revolutionary native movement" in
South Aaica, as "üe ıative workers aıe heading üıe stnıggle ııııder tlu leadership of ılw CP" !| However,
üe tnııh was ıhat the cpsA became ever m(rıe isolated

fuıother all-in-confererre called by the party in Janııary 1930, o coıısidcr methods of struggle
agairıst dlscrlmlnatory legislation and poüce repressiorı, did not meet with üe sarıe reşonse from oüer
orgaııisation§ as five monü ago. Suggestions made at a confererıce of black organisatioı§, held in üıe same
morılh, to "adopt üe principles" of üe CPSA and organise passive resisuance o a general strike, weıe
rejected When the pğty itself sent out a call for a general strike, this did not meeı with success. More
successful was üıe party's new joumal Umscbcıai (The Worker), edited by Roııx in Cape Town. It was
pıobably üe prirrcipal factor in maintaining the iıüluence of üe CPSA dııring 1930. As against this, anti-
coınmunisın in tiıe Ai.{C was again on üe incıease. At the ANC's annual conference in April 1930, üıe
moderate arıd conserrıative elements tnumphed over the radicals and pro-communists, whose şokesman
Josiaiı Gumede raıher actle.ssly urged üe confererrce to demand a "South Africarı Native Repubüc", defend
üe Soviet Union and ıely on their own "fighting strengü" and ttut of the "revoluüonary ın:§ses of white
workers üe world over". Such commımist phraseology was suongly resisted by the majority of delegaıes.
Gumede was ousted from the presidcrıcy and an executive of old-style moderaıes ("gmd boys") took ov€r
who set out to r€assert ıhe Ai.[C's long-standing ideology of consultation and eqııality of opo,roıı,.,ı insted
of a militant programme of mass action aııd the building of African pow€r. The At[C's new presicient-
gerıeral declaıed he was dercrmined to get rid of communist influences. The resulant reııewed aüacks by the
CPSA on A}.IC leaders ("mls of üıe white exploitcrs"), black ministers of ıeügicı ('!ools of the dominant
race and class") and other 'rcrctioııries" led !o a long-lasting e§tıaııgemenı between the two mganisations.
Only in the Western Cape AI{C radicals seenıed strgıg ernugh to sustain a policy of co-operation wiü üe
communists. When in November 1930 üe çorıservatives took ov€r in Cape Toşrn too, ıiıe radicats formed
the Indepeıdent ANC, but üıis did not pmye a p€rmanent alternative. üke lkdalic in 1926, anti-communiss
raised th, cry of üe CPSA being a 'whitc man's party" in order !o brıı§tı üe 'bolshevist elements" in üe
Ai.{C asılj;. In December 1930, communist aüempts to mobilize üe African ınas$.s in anotiıer pass-bunıing
campaigrı heralded the end of an era of communist iniluence. "Let ı§ ftee oıır country from white
imperialism', üe party declared, buı iı got üule sup,port from oıher oganisations. Orıly in Dıuban üıe
carnpaigı had some initial success, but it was sınashed by a new wave of rep,ression and intimidaıion üıat
viruıally destoyed the CPSA in Naalt2

s Roux, S?. Bıaıting, pp. 113-115; Roııx, Timc Longer than Rope, w.22A227; Simons and Simons,
Claıs aııd Coloıır, pp. 4L7421,439; Walshe, Tlu Rise of African Natioıulism, p. 177-l.78ı Benson, Tlıe
Struggle for a Birtlvight, p. 54; Bunting, Moses Koıane , p. 52, who suggests ttıat the ECCI order to dissolve
the LAR may have been ıaken on ıhe advice of Wolon and prompted by üe fact üat the black repubüc
slogan was üsent from is prognmme.

Eı Roux, S?. Bıuıting, pp. 115-116; Simons and Simons, Class and Colow, ,p. 42|4V[, 6I (note 22).

E2 Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıır,pp.4Vt436; Roux, Sf. Bunting, pp. 116-121; Roux, Tjıne
Iınger tlan Rope, pp. 232,237-255: Walshe, Tlu Rise of Africaıı Natioıulism, pp. 176-183; Benson, TIıc
Struggle for a Birtlwighı, pp. 55-59; Thomas ikris and Gwendolen M. Carter (e,ds.\, From Protest to
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Despite gowing s€ctarianism, ıhe party had üus far retaircd a degree of flexibiüty in accommodat,

ing o üe new Comintern liırc. Under Roux's edionhip Umsebeıızi continııed to raise üe old banle cry of
üe LAR 'Mayibuye i Afrika" ("C-ome back Africa"), sometimes supplemented by the slogan of a
"democıatic Native republic, with equal righs fc all ıac€s". When at one point Roux had to yield to a RILU
emissary who insisted thaı the pryer publistı a tedious article, full of Cominorn jogon, on rqy policy wiıh
regaıd o the black reEıblic, he did not hide his dislike of ir The Comintern on its part was not sloır to cri-
ticise the party fc not being reıoluüoııary enougiı or failing to und€fstand the siglıifıc8nce of the black
repııblic slogan. In irlay 1930, üe ECCI Fesidium released a lengthy mernoaııdıım - published in
Umsebenzi only in December - accusing üe CPSA of "tailism", "commiüing scrious mistate.s of a Right
oppornmist ciıaracter' and so on. It was basically mainıained tlıaı, while thc South Africaıı revolution was a
national and democruic oııe, it siıoutd be led by üıe CPSA only, which was accused of having abaıdoned iıs
indeperıderıt role aııd indutging in reformist methods of stuggle. White party members were rccused of
having not yet cast off nthe remırants of whirc chauvinism' and not urdersanding 'üıe ııationalist lnslrsn of
üe revolution, while African memb€rs, 'still influerced by petty-boıırgpois natioıulism", did ıpt undcrsund
the need for üe hegemony of üe proletriat in the national-rerıolutionry movemenL orıe suspocs ttıı the
Woltoıs w€re at least partly responsibb for this destnıctive criücisııı. But apart from thaı the Comintern in
iis 'üiıd period" had its orvn bizrre dynamics. In iüı memoruıdum the ECCI ıırged üe CPSA O erıploy a
core of fııll-time professional revolutiorıaries, form cells in suees and factoriec ğgarıise ıevolulioııary nade
unions, |aunch a peasaııts' movement for the seizııre of land, exteııd its activities 19 leçfuınnnlaııd,
Basuoland and Swaziland, establish close contact with the "revolutionğy mass€s" of Rhodesia Kenya and
Pornıgııase Africa, become üe "ideological leader' of commımiss also in other prts of üıe continent, ard
strive for üe establishment of 'indcpoıderıt ııdive ıyorkers' and peasaııs' republics as a traıısiory stagc
owards the Uniqı of Socialist Soüet Republics of Africa" - ind€ed nolıing less than thala

7. "Righı-Wing Danger", Bolsluvisation aııd ılıe Demise of tlu Party (1930-1935)

Dııring 1930, then, üe stage was set for the struggle against the 'right-wing danger" that would prove to be
fatal to Souü Africarı commuııism. In hiay 1930, p,robably in ıeşonse o the ECEI memorandıım and to
r€.asıııre üe Comintern leadershb, the CPSA's Eıecuüve Buıeau annourped that prty discipline would be
streııgthened ani thaı üıe prty's raııts ııould be pıuged of inactive c "urırcliable" elcıneııı§, including die-
haıd oppoırcnıs of üe black repülic slogan. Iiowev€r, the real "Bolstıevisation" of the prty oıly began üü
the renırn to South Africa of Doııglas }Voltqı in November 1930. Wolon, who claimed he had been

CMlenge. A Docııııuucy History of Africaıı Politics in Sowh,4frica 1882-]!M4, Vol. 1: Proteşt aıü Hope
1ü2-1934 (Stanfcü L972),p.153-154, nO,n2,308-310; Lodge, Black Politics, p. 9, who says that
Gumede was almost totally isolaied from the ANC Execuüve alıeady by late 1929. Elsewhere Lodge claims
thaı üıe CP§A's pass-burning caınpaigıı in 1930 was also quite successful in Retoria - see his "Poliücal
Organisations in hetoria's Africaıı Townships, 194Gl963", in Belinda Bozzoli (ed-), Clasş, Coııımınity and
Coıflict: Sowh,4fricoıı Perspectives (Johannesburg, 1987), p. 403. See Rouı and Roux, Rebel Piry, pp. 8G
92, fot an inteıesting aooilmt of the manifold pıroblems (such as coining new term§ and phrases) involved in
editing a communist newspaper in üe native African langııages. See Gavin Lewi§, Between tlıe Wire aııd ılıe
Wall: A hisıory of South Aİrican 'Coloııred' politics (Cape Town, 1987), pp. 107-108, 116-118, for üe
communists' posiüon in üe Western Cape.

E3 Roux and Rouı, Rebel Pğ, pçı. 89-90; Roux, Tiıze langer ılıan Rope, pp.23|-232; Roux, §.P.
Bıııuing, pp. |26|27; Simons and Simorıs, Class aııd Coloıır, pp. 4l4, 43842,662 (note l). Bunting
(Moses Kotaıu, p. 56) says about the yeus lg29-30 that üe wo,ıds of the EC€I resolution of October 1928
were repeaı€d by the party, but "in some strange way the general drift of Party poücy remained the same".
Extacts from the ECCI memoraııdum of 1930 (entitted "How !o build a Revolutionary iytass Party in South
Africa") are quoted in Bunting (ed-), §ouıIı üıican Coıııııuııists Speak, pp. 112-113. Appaıently, dııring t930
the FNETU also received detaited instnıctions from üe Execuüve Commiuee of üe RILU _ see lüaliaarıder,
Sclnıarze Haııt im roten Giff. p. 2ll.
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instnıcted by üe ECEI !o engage in full-time party wor!ıg was armed wiüı two new ECCI resolunons on
Souü A.ftica- One was orı üe blrck republb slogan, üe oıher dealt wiü organisational probierns aııd
included ağact§ on leading party members - it secıns that Wollon and his wife had in fact helped !o draft
üerı. wolon, ctiıiıning üıe authority of a "cornintern repre.§entatiye", resumed üe position of geırcral
s€cretary and bııought Umsebeıızi, wNch he said ş,as not nın on ncorrect bolshevik lines", under direct
control of the Executive Bıııeaıı aııd himself. The ECCI resolutions, which were pubüshed ın Umsebcnzi n
preparation for the ninü party @nf€ren@, wamed of a serioııs "right-wing daııger" and auacked Bunting and
others for being "chauvinists", "§ocialdem@zts', etc. Bunting and Roux were chrged with "anempting n
rcvive ıhe theory of Soııü African exceptionalisııı' and reictıng the colonial theses of üe Siıü Cominterrı
Congıess "as impıpücable o Souü Aftica". Bunting was said to be tryıng io "skip üe boıugeoisdemocratic
stage of the rçvolution' and redrıce the African movement for national independeııce to a mere reformist
struggle for eqııal rights. From all this flowed "the oppo,ıtınist trcücal line" of the I-AR, it was mainained.
The accıısations caused biıer political as well as personal divisions wiıhin the party leadership, which were
exeerbaı€d when the EB - now controlled by Wolon and his followers _ began ıo issue one indicunenı aner
üe other of üe "right wing" within the party.s

Eveıı before the nirü prty coııfcıtncc convened in latc Deceınber 1930, Wolon had succcedcd in
installing himsolf as virtıal pğty dictattr Tlıe confeıcnc€, al§o ar€nded by üe Am€ricaıı communist James
Ford and G. Safaıov, elected a CC wiıhoıı Bunting and other "politically üııgeıous elements' and was run
on toıally new lines. Wolon €xplaind that the party shouE be a 'monolithic" cganisaüon and üat the old
"socialdemocratic' methods of electing ofEcials had o go. He submitted a list of ııames for üe rıew CC and
iısistrd they should bc voted fq cn bloc, hinting that voting against üıe list amouned o disloyalty o ıhe
party uıd the Comintcrn. Salinism tiumphed and üe nadition of internal democrrcy in üe Souü Africarı
communist movement, carne to an eııd- Of the twenty_ıhıee members of üıe new CC, nineteeıı weıe African
disciples of Wolon - it was his way of "A_fricaııising" üe party. According o a rçsolution drawn up by Wol-
ton, üe conference marked a "decisive nırning poinı in the c|aıs struggle", away from üıe dangen of "white
chauvinism" and "opportınism", inlo the yaü of üe party's "indepeııdent lead€rstıip in üe national
revolution owaıds the dictatonhip of the pııoletciat". Anoüer resolution called for tiıe raısformation of üe
African Federation of Trade Unions (AFTU), as the FNETU had been ıenamed, ino a brmd revolutionary
movemenl last but rct least, CPSA brancies şrcıe instructed o reorganisc their members in prty cells in
faclories, streets, trade ııııicrıs and oıher "mass aganisations"İ

Wollgı's "bolshevist" leaderstıip led o a hopeless isolaıion of the CP§A in all fields of political
work, in additiorı to extı€me inolerance wiüıin üe party iself. Thıs, üe AFTU stıould not oııly fight on
economic issues but pğdciparc in dcmonstrations of üıe memployed, pass-burning campaigns, erc.

According o Wolton Africarı uade unions had to take üe strııggle o a 'higher poliücal level' and guaıaııtec

üe leading ıole of üe working class in üıe naüonal liberation moyemenl As a result of üıis ulra-leftist
tactical line the unions, alıcady badly affected by üe dep,ression, were seriously weakened" By l932-L933,
the AFTU had viınıally collapsed, aıd the sııniving unions were bıeaking wiü üıe commurıists. Another
atıerııpt at buitding a commıınistontıolbd rnass organisatiın was made thıough üıe fcıııation in Jarıııary
I93| ot lkıkı Labasebcıai CIhe Wo*ers' Shield), affiliaıed to the Interıutioııal Red Aid/lıboıır Defence. It

şra§ to assist poüücal prisoırrs aııd organise mass campaigns against racial qprcssion, but it "failed o

g Roux writes: "how deıailed üıese direcüves werıe we weıc never able to discovetr" - Roux and Roux,
Rebel Piry,p.93.

s See note 86.

E6 Simons and Siınons, Clasş aııd Cobw, pp. /,/.2443l Roux, Sf. Bunting, pp. L22-|25ı Roux and

Roux, ıReöeJ Piry,pp.92-94; Bunting, Moses Koıaru, pp. 53-54, who writes thaı üe minutes of the nintİı
party conference repeated üe claim of a membership of 3,000; Nyawuza, "L€ft, Right on the Road to ttıe

Black Repubüc', p. 56. According to Nyawuza, dııring |Y29-l.932 üe German Paul Merker acted as

Comintem repre,sentative in Souü Africa çibid., p.59). See Bunting (ed.), Souıi African Coıııınıııists Spealc,

pp. 113-115, for a report on üe ninü party conference n Umsebeıızi. The party programme of. LV28-|929

tıao aıreaoy announced the formation of factory commiüees, etc. (see Bunting, p. 106), but it is not clear if
this policy was actually canied out during üe years 1929-|930.
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A

snmulale any widespread suppğt aınong§t üıe Bannı people", as Wolon later admiued-r The AitüC was
fiırüer üerıaıcd by üe CC declaring in July 1931 üaı it was now "openly a §€rvant of üıe imperialist
boıırgeoisie". The only areı of actiüty in üe ealy 1930s where ıhe party had some limited bul volatile
suc@stı was the organisation of demonsraıions of üe unempıoyed on one occasion Üe conımıınists
maııaged to unite a black ard white procession of unemployed in Jotıaııııesbıırg ino one mass deınonstraiion,
but this was not more than a brief incident wolon neverttıeless continued to believe thaı waters of all
raoes were ripe for revolution and would lead the peasanıs "in üe national revolution for a Native Repubüc
towards a Worters' and Peasans' Governmeııt in defence of the Soviet Union".r orıly üe iniluence of
reformisı leaders was holding üem back - uıd of course üe errors of üe righı-wing deviators wiüin üe
party.

In§pired by the declaration of the Eleventh Plenum of the ECEI in Apıl 1931, Woltorı auributed the
CPSA's appğerıı inability to pıomoto üe revolution to üıe "right darıger which consisıs of opıpcnınism,
white chauvinism aııd passivity'. In iü{arctı l93l Sam iüalkinson, the popıılar party leader in Blamfonteiıı
had alıeady been expelled for "fractional activities", which resulted in a collapse of üıe Bloemforıtein b,raııch
from which it nevpr fully ıecoveıtd. Then, in Septerıber l93l, üe Political Bııreau (PB) - as the Execuüve
was now called - decidcd o 'liquidaıe thc Right Danger", annoımcing in a 1J00 words sıaıcment wrircn by
Woltaı üe expulsio of Sidney Bunting and fiııe prominent white tade ıınionists, ircluding Bill Aııdıcws. In
fact, üe PB did not even meoı to discııss the expulsions; only Wolon and his ıpw doctıinairç üdLaza
Bach, a recent immigrarıt from lıtvia weıe rcsponsible. Not only in Jotıanrıesbıırg, buı dso in Cape Toıyn a
half dozen c so "rigiu-wing elemen§" weıe expelleğ including Jirırıy Iı Guını who had not long ago
been reinstated but was now expclled for the secod time becaııse of his criticisrıı of the puty's §ectorian
rade union policy. However, üe most nagic case of all was undoubtedly ıiıı of Bıınting, the driving force
behind tiıe real Africanisation of the Souüı African communist movernent aftrı IYA. Bmting prcte§ted
agairsı üe campaip of vilificaıion conducted against him by a "§mall dictaıorship" whose actioru had
resulted in the party having 'stırivelled dmost to a skeleon", as he put it His fight fa reinstaıement was
supportcd by a groııp of Africans inclıding Gana ivtakabeııi, üe secretry of üe important Africaıı Oothing
Wgkers' Union who was himself expelled in rviarch 1932. Bunting calted on party meınbers ıo insist thıt
the expulsiaıs be discussed aı üe next party confaence, but this only led to üıe PB anacking üe "imperialist
blmdsuckcr" Bunting in evcr mgç vbioııs tenns. Wiüin the CPSA" üıe Jotuııııesbıırg Jewistı Woıters' Club
(largely consisting of ıecent iınmiganıs from Eastern Eıırope who werc absolutely loyal o üe Comintern),
üe Frieııds of üe Soviet Union (FSU) and oüer prucommıınist organis8tions, "Buııtingisınn b€came a label
of the same abuse as "Tıotsklrism" or "social-fascism'. Sfolton and Bach insi§ted m an A.frican rnaiırity on
üe CC and PB. Howev€r, acccding o Mose,§ l(otane, real power was eıercised only by the two white paty
bosses, while most of üıe Africans on üe CC were "duınmies". The paıty leadersiıip was dominated by
whites at least as mırh as befoıe.s

n Douglas G. Wolon, Whiılur Sowh Africa? (London, 1947), p.73. In üıis bmk Wolon does not
mention his former role in the CPSA at dl. lndeed, he speaks of "üe Bannı paper Umsebenzi" (p. 85),
wiüout menüoning it was üe official party orgıın. Oı lkaiı Labasebenzi see fiırtiıer Bunting (ed), Soıılı
,4frican Comınuııists Speak, p. LL2; Cohen (e&), Forced Labıır in Colonial ffica, p,p. 187-189: Speech by
Nzula u üe Intematiorıal Iaboıır Defence Confeıence, 1933.

a Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloıır, pp. !r',!,4,/,§,457; Roux, Time Longer tlan Rope, pp. ?56-257,
269-274,327-329:' Roıx, §f. Bıuııing, pp. 13G131; Roux aııd Roux, Reöci Pity,p.115; Bunting, Moses
Kotane, pp. 56, 68; Hirson, Yoıııs for the Uüon, p. 40. See Cohen (ed.), Forced Laboıır in Colonial Africa,
pp. 131-137, l50-15l, for a communist accotmt of üe position of the AFTU in the early l930s. Here it is
admiued that üıe AFTU had less ıhaIı 1,000 members by April 1933. Mention is also made of a "League of
Agriculuıral Work€trs", but obviously it did not develop into a serious organisation.

E9 See Roux, S?. Bınıing, pp. I?&|42, where numercrus details are given regarding Bunting's expulsion;
Roux and Roux, Reöel Piry, pp.98-105; Bunting, Moses Kotane , pp. 55-58, 61: Cop€, Comrafu, Bill, w.
320-322: Taffy Aüer, "Liüuania's Diaspora: The Johannesburg Jewish Workers' Club, 1928-1948", roıırnal
of Souılıern African Stııdies, VoL 6, No. 1 (1979), pp. 91-92ı Simorıs and Simons, Class and Coloıır, pp.
446 15|. The Simons claim that Wolon's "fervent faiü in üe revolutionary mood of African workers and
peasants convinced most party members that his drastic measııres were justified". In 1989, Sidney P. Bunting
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In late tr931, üe ECCI sent a lener !o Souü Aftica erıdorsing üe expılsion of the "Rigit
oppornınist chauvinist Bunting clique". The CPSA was called upon to "continue and interısify ıhe sruggle
against Right opportıınism and all r€ııınants of Buntingism". The ECCI spoke again of an iıııminent
revolutionry up§ıırge and rep,rorched the cpsA for its failııre o ıake revolutioııary action, thus completely
igııoring ıhe fact üıat at üis juncnııe the siuıation in South Africa was far ftom revolutionary and üe CPSA
only a shadow of is former self. According !o Roux, "üe expulsions did more than anyüing else o alienaıe
party sympathisers and fellow travellers aıui to lower üıe prestige of üe prty", while officİal party historian
Lenrmo asser§ that üe "ultra-left period [...] cost üe Party untold damage in membership and influence".m
|{ad Umsebenzi been a §uccess in 1930, after it had been brought urıder üıe contol of Wolıgı and his PB the
paper began !o use uıııcadable "iııprccorr langr.ıage", so tiıat it soon lost mst of is Africaıı rçaders. Africarı
party members inew Wolon by the nickname "Deepening Econoıııic Crisis", as almost all of his writings
began with this phrase. Tte Americaıı Eugene Denni§, Comintern representaıive in South Africa dııring
|932-L933, mainained that "Inslead of a white chauvinist Party of white shqkee,pers, lawyers and petty
boıırgeois intellecnıals, as under Bunting's rcgime, we have becorıe a Party of Nuive, Coloııred aııd white
prolearians'. The reality was ıhaı the proletariat was mystified by the party's secarian cnısade against
'social-fascists", "national reformists' arıd "right deviatoı§", and by Deıınis's paraııoid campaign against
"counter-revolutioııary Tros§isn". At one point Dennis went so far as o claim that üe party's membership
had incı€ased eighdolü whereas üe exact op,posirc was true. The pty had been ııırecked and its influence
over the African maısfxı destıoyed tlad üe CPSA sorrıe ıiıree üousaııd members in the yeas |929-1930,
thereafter almost all Afticaııs drifted away. By 1933, ttıe otal membership was pıobably not moıt than l50,
and dııring the whole p€riod up to 194l it did neııer exceed a few hıuıdıed-9ı

In September 1933, aft€r having speııt ttııee months in prisğı, Douglas and l\ılolly Wolon huniedly
left Souü Africa for Britain, wiüıout even obtaining the official permission of the PB. They disrypeared
from the CPSA's histcy for god" The PB was irıfused wiü some new blod, which led üe party slowly o
adopt a somewhat more realistic poücy, if without any explicit change of line. Umsebenü was made more
readable again; anti-religıoııs p,ropaganda fo example was wisely moderated. A commıınist suggestion to
form a united frorıt again§t uneınploymenı, fascisrn and racial discfimination was ignored by black
organisatiorıs. However, in lü(aıch 1934 the commımists formed a l-eague against Fascisııı and lVar in
collaboration wiü a nıırnber of p,rogressive şıhites. Through ıhe Fsu and a new Afrikaans muıüly, Dıc
Arbeifr en Arıne Boer (Ihe \\ıorter and Poor Frırıer) sırted in Janııary 1935, the parıy tried to win
sympaıiıy for the anti-fascist caııse anong Afrikaner wqters and poc whites. To Africans, Üıe Eıırocentric
call for a united front against fascism and Nazism sounded as ouılandistı as commırıist slogans like a black
repıbtic. As against this, üe invasiqı of Ethiopia by üıe ltatians in the fırst hatf of 1935 evoked a strong
Africaıı rosponse. Tlıe CPSA's "I{ands off Ethiopia" campaign aıoused enthusiasm, wiıh black dockworkers
in Cape Town and Dıııbatı refusing o tıandle ltalian ships, but it was only a brief çisode followed by
disillısion.92

was "rehabiütated" by tiıe SACP as a "Hero of the South Africaıı Revolution" - w Tlu ,4ftican Coııııruıııisı,
No. 1l9 (1989), pp. 19-20.

rc Roux, S?. Bınting, p. 135; IJrumo, Fifty Fighting Years, p. 72. Lerumo admis that the expulsions
were "arbitrary in the exueme". Seg also Terence Africarıus, "The First International: 100 years aiüg", Tlıe
Afican Coırımıınist, No. l8 (1964). Here it is stated that üıe ultraJeft party leadenhip, backed by üe ECEI,
all buı wrecked ıhe party and "left a scar which will not soon be forgotten" (p. 89).

9ı Roux, S?. Bınting, pp. 88, ll5, 128, L32, |43-t46, l53; Roux, Tine Longer tlıaıı Rope,pp.256,269;
Roux and Roux, Reüel Piry, pp.97, r01, llGll l; Simons and Simorıs, Class aıü Coloıır, pp. 451453;
Lerumo, Fifry Fighting Years, pp.72-73; Bunting, Moses Kotaıu, pp. 55-57, 6|-64, who writes üat when
Kotane retıırned from üe Sovia Llnion in early 1933 he found the party had dwindled Eo almost noüing.
Kotane called the years 1931-1932 "years of destruction". See also Mde Ngenong4 "Oıır national sruggle in
its international context", Tlıe African Commıınist, No. 85 (l98l), p. 58.

92Roux,S.P.Bunting.pp.|47.|49;Roux,@pp.275.277'279;RoıxandRoux,
Rebel Pitv, pp. 130_13l, 135_136, I4|-I42; Simons and Simons, Class and Colour. pp. 4654ü, 47l, 474;
Bunting, Moses Kotane. pp. ü45.
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Nevertheless, even before the Seventh Comintern Congıess in Juty/Augııst 1935, linre had emerged
a tendency with (some) Souü African commıınisg to move away froııı the sectarian lino which had made the
party so urıanractive o Africarıs. i\ı[oses Kotaııe, who became general s€cretary in 1933, assened Üıat Üe
CPSA terded to ruin ewry ına§sı orgaııisation by trying o dominate it, arıd that a genuine black united ft,ont

could only be built if the corrımunis§ were wilting o stıare power wiü oüıers. Accoıding O the die-haıd
ulta-leftist Bach, however, üis was "peüt boıırgeois national rçformi§n". Brch defended üıe scarcgy of a
'united fr,onı from below" which would leave ıhe party free to pıreserve uı indepeııdcnt line of action in the
fıght for a blac& repıblic. In 1934-1935, indeo( üe stnıggle over the corect interpeation of üe black
repıblic slogan, which had been controversial from the start, flced up apin9l Bach and J.B. }ylğts
mainained thaı üe Africaıı boıırgeoisie and üe "national reformist' movement (üe Ai.{C) would fight for
democraüc freedom, but uırn against the struggle of the workers. Therefoıp, the woıke$ and peasaııts should
take conrol in üe ııatigıal revolution and move owgds socialisırı. This prrcticalty meanı ıhaı the
'indepeııdent naıive rc,pubüc' and the nworters' and peasarııs' governmeııt" wğt synğıymow and the
natiorul democratic and socialist sagas in üe ıevolution synchronous.r orı üe oüer side, Kotane and
others argued ıhaı there haıdly exisıed an Aftican boıırgeois class u al|. but neverüeless the corrçct
intergıeation of üe black republic slogan implied there were two stages in üe revoluüorı ttıe first leading o
a deınocratic starc under African majciıy nıle, üe second o socialigıı. To the extenı ıhaı üeıe were any
African middleclass elements, üey sııffered frorn üe sarıe disabiliües as üıe masses and would tiprefore
make commm caııse with them. Ibtane, üerefce, adırocated cbse collabation wiü üe A}.IC, althoıgh üıe
ECEI decla€d in tvirch 1934 üaı üe "national refoımist" Ai.iC was "following in üe foosrcps of the
Kuominang'İ'

fu a special party meeting held in Johannesbıırg in }rlaylJune 1934 to discııss ıhe blact repıülic
controverşı, üe number of Africaııs ğnğıg üe fcty delegaıes pr€seııt could be coııııted on one hand - a
mğe operı paty süategy was clerly imperative if the CPSA was to break out of is hopeless sinıation. Yet
the ulraJeftiss remained in conuol of üe party until after tlp Sevenüı Comintern Congress. tn Juty aııd
September 1935 another series of expılsioıu ccıırred of "Right deviators' and "rpformistsn, one blrck party
meınber being expelled for "atreınpting !o inaugıırat€ a new counter-revoluüoııary Natirıalist Poütical Party
anong A.fricans". When Koung Rouı aıd others p,rotested aııd were dıop,ped from üe PB, üıey requested
the Cominıern to int€rveıD, whcıuıpon the secarian party leadership appealea to Mo§cow as well. The r€sult
was that both hcüos weıç invited to scnd repıesenatives o the Soviet Union in order to seule üıe çestion,
Kotane going on belratf of the ryposition and Brh and his comrade l[. Richt€r fc üe PB. The Cominterı's
control commission §ided with l(otane - whose views were in consorıaırce with üe new TopularFıont"
line - and expelled Brch and Richrcr from the party. They weıe subsequently clırged with'fractioı,al
activities' and "Trotskyism' and put on rial. It seems that Richter was shot in 1938 and thaı Bach died in a

93 A painftıl and iıonicıl fearıı€ of the d§ııte was üe confiısion, particıılarty wiü the ultra-leftists, oııer
what coıutioted a "nationn in üıe South African oontexl At a meeting of üe CC in December 193l, Molly
Woltorı propo§€d to sıüstiuıte the slog;an of a 'Federatioı of tndeperıdenı Native Republics' fg the old
naüve republic slog;aı It would app€ar üis was adopted as official party policy. in an aıticle in the ıVe3ro
Worker in Jure 1932, ind€e( Nzıü used the slogan Tederuion of lııdependeııt Souü Africaıı Native
Repıblics' - see Cohen (&), Forccd Labow in Colonial A{rica, p. 187. In keeping with this,Iızr Bach
wıote in lvIay L934., that the pcty'§ gel was !o bring about a "voluntary association' of natiorıal re,publics -
Soüo, Tswuıa, Swazi, Zıılu, Xhosa - in a federation of independerıt naiive republics (see Simons and
Simons, Class aııd Coloıg,p. 473ı Bıınting, Moseş Koıaıu, w. a|a2\. Wiü 8pod rıga§on, Alex Callinicos
and John Rogers, Souılıcrn ffica ğter Soweıo (London, 1977), p.45, call this the "low point" in the party's
ulraJeft caıeer.

x This "leftist" interpreation of the blrck republic slogan which blurred the distinction benveen üe
naüonaldemocratic and social revolutions was apparent as eaıly as 1932, for instance ın Umsebenzi's repors
on the communist agitation campaign during üe Germisıon by-elecüon in Ocober üıat yeac see Bunting
(e,d-), Souıh Afican Coırıınaııisıs Speü, pp. l15-118. Of course one could argue thaı in fact it was much the
s:ıme as Bunting's earlier atrcmpt§ ıo integrate üe "nafional" and "socialist" stages in one rpvolutiorıary
moYemenL

95 Degras (&),Tlıe Coıııırunist InternatbıuJ, 3, p. 319. See further note !b.

29

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



laboıır carıp in 194l. Thııs ended the "third periodn so far as South Africa was çoncerned.96

8. To ılu Righı, to tlı. Lefı, aıd Brck (1935-1943)

After üe ıesolutions of üıe Sevenıh Comintern Congress had been digested by üe CPSA leadership,
Umsebeıızi, in an unusııal fit of self-criticisrıı, confessed that the paıty "had sııffered from left sectarian
tendeııcies" it should get rid of without detay. Interestingly enough, in Febrııgy t934 Kotane had written in a
lecer to üe CC üat ttıe party was oo 'Europeanised' instead of "Africanised". Many party members,
especially üe whites, weıE not inter€sted in üe ıeatity of South Africa but merely in communist affain in
Eıııope, he said.9 Was the CPSA ironically enougİı, Fone to Euroceııric rcnderrcies even dııring üıe black
republic p€rio( such terıdencies were bourıd !o become even stronger dııring tirc p€riod of the People's
FronL

Aft€r 1935, üıe prty madc a remaıtable nım b üe right, tending to back up arıy movement seen as
"progıessive'. According o Gecge }Iardy. a British communist who acted as Cominterrı rep,reseııative in
South Aaica dııring 1936 wiüı the iısruction ıo stoer the CPSA away from !ıoctarianismr not only worters
arıd "pmr farmers" of all races but mernbers of üıe labour Paıty, raıık-and-file Afrikaıpr natioııalists and
"disconterıted members" of the middle class weıe all ükely ı€crııits for the strugge against "iınperialism".
But even the fıght again* impaialism waı ıxı longer a prığity for ıhe Corrıintern, which üquidaıed the
Leagııe against Imperialism in 1935, or the RILU, which üquidated is lrıternaüonal Trade Union Commiuec
of Negro Wo,ıters. As for üe CPSA although it was still talking of "anti-imperialisırı", new ıuguıcies made
thaı üe black republic policy was silcnüy dıopped. ln June 1936, the PB doclaıpd that 'conditions had
changed since l93l" - fuıgloBoer iınperiatism was ıo be overthıown, but the first objectivo wat now to
combat wc and fasci§trı. The prty became less miütant aıd mce "ıeşectable", gving soleınn assıırances it
woutd loyally support a uniıed frorıt wiıh oüer cganisations. In order o make the party's newşraper mğe
accçtable !o 'pıogıtssive whites", Umsebcıai was ıenamed again the Sowh Africaıı Workr, with the space
given o news in üe African langııages being severely cul Some enthusiass for the new line advocated an
"all-white people's fr,onı" against ftsci§ıı and a pragmatic sepaation of forces along racial lines. The
communisıs also agued that üıe Atl-African Convention (AAC) - formed in Decemb€r 1935 to ıuıiıc dl
black organisatiors again* üıe governm€nt's intention of abolistıiııg üıe Cçe Africaıı &aııchise - should be
linked to üıe fight agains fascisn and "assi§t in maintaining ıhe higlıo §ıandaıds of the white woüer§",
while simultaırcously obaining beter wages for blacks. Of coıırse, ıhe hope that a 'white uniıed frorıt" and a
'black urıiıed tıont" could eveııqıally be brought ogeüer could never materiali§o on the basis of üıe new
party policy. In üe electioııs for üıe Traısrıaal hovincial Council in 1936, indoe4 the CPSA went so far as
o offer suppoıt for üe carıdidaıes of üıe lıboıır Paıty. It was a pity ttıat üe SALP stood for racial se-
gıegaüon, thc commıınists saiü but it was sincere in its eııdeavoıırs to improve ıhe lot of üıe poor. Iı

96 Simons and Simons, Claıs aıd Cobıır, p. 475477, 490493; Roııx and Roıx, ıReDel Pity,w. l42-
147; Roux, S?. Bınthg, gp. 152-156; L€rıımo. Fİfty Fisffins Years, pp. 73-74,, Bıııting, Moses Kotane , pp.
64-74,29l (note 49); Adler, 'Liüııania's Diaslnra", p. 91; Frlis and Sechaba, Coıwades agaiıısı Apoılıeid,
p. 20; Africanus, "The First lııtcrııatioııal", pp. 88-89, who speaks of "ıalmudic" dişutes over üe correct
interpreation of the blrck ıepublic slogan (which wa§ nnot a suioble slog;an") and of conterıding gıoups ıhat
were appealing o the ECCI for a nıling 'as if it were a sort of supreme court". §91 §2nta'5 vieır on üe two
sıages of üıe revolution in Soııü Africa see Cohen (ed.), Forccd Laboıır in Colonial ,4frica, p. 163. On J.B.
}darks, see Z. Nkosi, 'The üfe of a Revolutionary",Tlıe ffican Coırııruıııisı, No. 51 (|972); J.B. Maıks,
"Breaking the Shackles", ibü.i Simons, "Buil&rs of üe Communist Party', p9.3G39, Brch and Richter
were posüumoısly "reinstaıed"z srıTlıe Africoı Coırııruuıist, No. 119 (1989), w.20-2l.

P M.lvt Kotane, Iıtter from Cradock @astern Cape) o the Central Commiğee, 23 Febrııary 1934. The
complete version of this remarkably critical letter is published in Bunüng (ed-), §ouıi ı§ıican Communisıs
Spealc, pp. |20-|22. Eıtracts or compilations aıe also reproduced in Bunüng, Moses Kotane , pp. 6547:
Lerumo, Fifry Fighting Years, p. 133. In this connecüon it is also noıeworthy thaL in 1942, Kotane wTote an

anicle in the party press in which he criticised üe party's failure o produce blrck leaden and the tendency
for black party members "!o take back seats" as they felt "inferior o üe European comrades" - see Bunting
(ed), Souıh African Communists Speak, p. 173.
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sounded as if üe parry had put the clock back o the early 190s. For a man üke Eddie Roux it was a ıeason
!o leave ıhe party for gmd.gı

The CPSA's "national conference' in Septernber 1936, aıended by eighteen while and twenty-two
black dolegaıes, saırctioned üe poücy of "specialising" fcces alcıg coloın lincs. In an appğEnt aüempt to
lirü the two "united fronts", it was simultaneoısly suggested üıat the party should strive fa joint rction of
"the Bocr aıd the Nativcs for their libeıatiqı from üe yoke of imperialism"t a r€ınatrtable idcı that would be
reiterated some yeğ§ later. The §truggle for Africarı righs was to be cğried on thıough the AAC, while on
the other side üe party woııld iıin wiü üe Soııü African Trade§ arıd Laboıır Coııncil in forming a whitc
"People's Front' ıo combaı fasci$ troüpaganda among whitc, especially Afritan€r, worters. "fuıy under-
estimation of üe role of poc whites in üıe class struggle of this country will ıesulı in gıy'ıng objective
support ıo fascism", a conference ıesolutim observed. fu üıe People's Front's iııaıgural conference in
Ocober 1936, üe cgnmıınists suggested aı first thaı demands be iıEluded in the draft prcgarnme ıelating o
the righs aıd inteıests of Africans, but as otiıer participanıs objected o this ıhey decided to pres€rve unity
by agıeeing that refeıences !o "ııative policy' be left out" It was feared thaı a non-rrcial appoach mighl alia
nate white wort€rs, driving them ino üe arms of ıhe Greyshirs aııd other pro-Nazi goup§. Indeed, üe saııe
white workers ş,ho were ready to drive üe Greyshirts off üe streetsı refused to assist Africans fighting
agaiıst racial oprassion" Although the SALP was too reacüaıary even to iıin the People's thont, in June
1937 ıhe communists pııqosed anoüer pacı wiüı üem in municiFt electioııs. In üıe same yer communist
participation in üıe elecüons for üe Naıive Representaıive Coııncil - a new segrcgaüonist body replacing the
Cape Africaıı fraııchise _ rcveabd that üe party had land€d in a serious crisis. Communist caııdidates (all of
whom werç bcateJı) did not daıe o come foıwrd as party members and weıp hiding behind oüer
organisatiaıs, and the paty did nü soeın to c(me out any longer as an independent political foıçe.s It was
the exact op,posite of the secırian line of a few yeaıs ago, while üe result was just as ılisısEous.

Frusnations and a bad atmoşiıerc caıısed the party to lapse ino virnıal iııacüvity; by 1938 it
appeaed to have completely lost its diıection. The PB met irregularly aıd raıcly issucd directives, üe §oırlı
Aİricaıı Worker ceased publication and members were complaining that the party had disintegraıed Oıly in
Cape Town tlrc party scemed to be funaiming, although tocal radicals and Trotskyisa werç çriticising ü for
its "rertioııaryn aııd "reformist" poücies. fu an anergeırcy meeting of üıe CE in Deceınber 1938, the
CPSA's general secrctary Rlwin Mofusanyanı spoke of "a cmpletc b€Eayal of üıe African peoplcn,
explaining ttıat African membeıs did not cgs üout events in Eııııope which occupied üe minds of white
comınunis§, but w€re "mninly cgıceımcd wiü oppression under which üıcy üvcn. itre suggestcd that the
paıty divide ino an Africaıı and ınn-African sectim connectcd by üe CC. The poeosal wa!ı uJrned down by
a rnalrity of one vote, but in frct the diyisiqı already existeü The African socüon, while leaııing heıvily on
ıhe whies, felt ıhat üe party had no seııse of reşonsibility for African concernı. Koane declğEd thaı
Alfuican§ aııd coloııreds woıü §upport the 'people's front" only if it helped üıem in üıeir struggle for
democratic rights and higher wages. in vieıv of ttıe bad staıe of atrairs in Johannesburg, the CC decided !o
maıısfer party headqııartors to Cape Town, wheıe üey rcmained until 1950.ı@

9t Simons and Simoııs, Clası aııd Cobw, p,p. 475480, 496; Bunting, Moses Kotaııc, pp.7G78; Bıırıting
(ed), §oıılı Africaıı Coırıınaııisıs Swak, p. l25; Roux and Roııx, Reöel Pity,p.?M. On the disbandment of
üe League against Impaiatisrrı and üe ITUC-NW, see Degıas (&'),Tlıc Commınist Inıerııational, VoL 3, p.
389; E.H. C-arr, Twilighı of tlıı Comintern, 1930-1935 (New Yorlr, 1982), pp. 386, 42Oı Schatıen,
Coıııınıııism in Africa, pp. 676E; Kaneı, 'The Comintern and the 'Negro Qııestion'", pp. 112, ll7; Padmore,
Pan-Africuıişm or Coırıınıııi.sm?, p. 13ü Hookg, Black Revolwbıary, w. 31-33. See Henry Pelling, The
British Commıınisı Parry: A Histoical Proftle (New York, 1958), p. 74, for üe winding up of the LAI in
Britain.

99 See note 100.

ıo Simons and Simons, Class aııd Coloııı, pıp.480485, 497499,503; Bunting, Moses Kotaııe,w.79-
80, 84-85, 89-92ı Bunting (ed.), Sauılı African Commıaıists Spealı pp. 127-130, l33; Roux, Tiıne Longer
tlıaıı Rope , pp.294-296: Lewis, Between tlu Wire and tlıe Wall, p. 195. Lüe Africarı party members, a
"colouıed' man üke John Gomas was alienated by the CPSA's "white people's front" policy, alüıough he
remained for some more years a member of the paıty (see Musson, Johnny Gomas, pp. 91, 105). The claim
of Ellis and Sechaba (Comrades agaiıst Apartluid, pp.2|-22) thaı wiüin üe party ideological differences
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From 1939, üe party began to recover somewhat from the internal crisis, taking advantage of new
oppornınities to extend its iııilueııce. In the field of rade unionism, partıculaıly in Cape Town, üe
communisls resumed a role of some impctaııce. Communist acüvists were instrumenal in forming new
unions of black indusnial woıter§, althouü by now üey had o stıare üıe field wiüı non<ommunist or even
anti-communist trade union organisers and Trotskyists. The communists continued to §tres§ üe need for
interracial working-class solidrity, rattıer in contrast üo their "sepaati§rı" in poütical afhiıs. In a communist
pamphlet it was argııed that worting-class co-operation wa§ nas essentiıl for the preservuion of üe
Eıııopeaıı worker as much as any". Africaııs would lond to be subşütıted for whites in semi-skilled jobs, un-
less üe white worker would help the Africarı to organise and lead him in üe fight for eqııal pay for eqııal
wort. On üe ottpr hand, at a confereıpe of üe SATIf communists proposed a motion ıo lay down a
minimum wage of l0 s. a day for whites and 5 s. for Africarıs, using üe argunent that eqııal wages would
result in üe opposite effecç viz. dişlacement of Africans by whites. Also an African communist like Kotane
upheld this line of üoughı According to Kotane, üe slogan of eqııat pay f6 eqııal wgtq wiüoııı equal
op,portıınity fo all, was a misuse of socialist datrine that made unity bet*,een black and white imposs-
ible.ıo At tiıe outbr€ak of wcld yy'ar II, üıeıe were a dozen and a half blrck tade unions on the
Witwalersraııd alone, as well as a substantial number in ıırban centros like Cape Town aııd Dıııban. War
coııditions led O a scarcity of skilled laboıır and a strong posiüon of black woıkers in üe laboıır maıkel
This encoııraged a frırtiıer gıowdı of black trade unionism and paved the way fa üe formation of a new
trade union federation in l94l, üıe Council of Non_Eııropeaıı Trade Unions (CNETU).

It would seem that only a srnall number of communists werc nconfus€d' by üe Soviet-Nazi Pact
and the outbreak of war in 1939. Atthoııgh üe wr ş6 initielly seen as a smıgge benreeıı fascist and
democratic countries, üe ( !A" erıer loyal o üıe Soviet Union, soqı reversed its catl for a war on fascism
and defined the war as an ,.;..p€rialist one. when the communists we(e accused of having made a complete
volte-facc on instnıcüons ot l\ı[oscow, üey would reply that "not üıey but world conditions" had changed.
The cry wa!ı now üat the strug$e against fascism must suırt in Souü Africa itself and ttıat blacks could not
be expected to fighı as long as üe army segregated them, deııied üem üıe right to bea arms, limited üem
o manııal laboıır and paid ılıem less than the whites. Thus, the communists shorved a reııewed interest in
Africaıı grievaırces and strıed a new paper @llü,Irrhılııleko (Fıeedom) uıd a campaip against miütary
recruitment of b|acks. That ıhis did noı produce spectacular re.şults is shown by üe frct that wheıeas üe
party had only 280 members in l94O, by 1941 tlıis had increased to no more ttan 4m. §though many black
Souü Africaııs ı€nd€d o falt in liırc wiüı the anti_war aiinde, having ııo tnxıt in the Allied caıı§e a!ı lorıg as
the South African arıny was maintaining the coloıır bar, the ANC d€cid€d o give qıulifred suppot to the
govenıment, thus p,reventing the cmergence of a united anü-wr movemeııL Since üe late 1930s, the CPSA
had again beeıı dercting due arention to üıe Aİ.IC, now stresıing a danocratic non-racial plat'orm raüer
üan ıhe radical slogan of a black ıepubüc. But üe party's influeıpe was by no means stnğıg enough o get
the Ai.[C o line up with communist poücy. Anoüer gıoııp opposing Souıh Africa's prticipation in üe wu
were the ixıretne Afrikaner natiomliss, some of whom were openly pıo-Nazi. It was remaıtable üat at üe
CPSA's nauorıal conference in }ı{ğch 19O, leading communis§ criticised üe party's support for
govsnırnent effcts to §ıppress proNazi elemeıııs, as this weaiened "the line of struggle against üe
waı".!@ Some delegates suggested it would be possible ıo appeal !o "anti-imperialistn Afrikarıer ıvorkers,
arıd a white communist like Sam l(alın even felt tiıat the pro-Nazis could be won over !o üre party.

often overlapped wiü racial ones is aı least true for üese yean.

ıOı Simons and Simons, Class and Colour. pp. 513-515, 667 (note l4); Hirson, Yours for the Union. pp.
99.100;Roux,@p.330;Bunting,MosesKoıane.p.V2.93ıEdwards,"Recollecüons'.,
p. 78. That scçticism about demanding equd wages wa:ı widespnead ıımong blacks and based on a realistic
assessment of üe sinıation in the laboıır market is shown in Pieter van Duin. "White building workers and
coloured competition in the Souü African laboıır market, c. 189G1940", @
Hisorv. 1992 (forthcoming).

ı@ J. Morkel, who deüvered a report on "lltıe War and South Africa", called it a "fallacy' to think that
"any war against a fascist staıe would be progıessive, and üat üe defeat of Nazi Germany would aid üe
revoluüonary movement and eliminate an enemy of üe Soviet Union". See Bunting (ed.), §ouılı Africaıı
Communisıs Speak, p. l50.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



.A

Nevertheless, the CPSA managed to prevent suü propcitions ftom becoming ofacial party poticy and stırck
to its anti-Nazi ard anti-Nuionılist Prty position.ı@

After üe German attrck on üe Soviet Union on 22 Jıxıe,1941, all argunents were inverted once
again The prcpagnda agin§t the r€crııitment of blacks was dropped and replred by üıe slogans "Sııpıport
üe Soviet Union" and "Arm ıhe Non-Eııropean soldi€rs". Now thc gc,/enımat wa§ to be supported in the
great fight egaiıst fasgisııı, which "would cı€aıe conditions ıiut woıılcı be favoıırable for a §ırccessfiıl sruggle
agaiıst race and rıaıional oppıession' in Souü Africa In Augıst l94l, ıhe CC agıin complained of ıhe
gov€rnment'§ rçfrısal to arrıı Africaııs, coloııreds and Indians, but üis time the ogun€ııt was üıat İt
hamp€red ıhe war efforı A CPSA staıcm€nt issııd in Jaııııary 1%2 catled for compleıe mobilization, the
rapid raining of blacts fc skilled worL aııd üe cıpatio of a mıional army iı which men of all races would
receive üıe same treaünenL Thus üe party's new prt}war policy was being sinıaıed in a democratic non-
racial perşective, but thi§ did not suffice !o convince black Soııü Africans o change üeir aaiuıde o ıhe
war. Indeeü üıe party found it n€ccssry to warn blacks not to prıt üıeir trus in "non-whiten Japaıı, whose
victories inspiı€d many with üe iıope they might be lib€rated by a Japaııese invasion. Koaıp wToıe a
pamphlet ıtled Japan - Ficııd or Foc?, in which he ried ıo convince blacks that Japaıı was not üıe
sympaıhetic power thı some held it o be.ır In order to ooımter such 'illıısions", the party started a
"Defend Souü Africa" canpaigp, poııring oıt a steady flow of Euwar proeagandı diı€cıed at Africans,
Afritaners and others. Although the commıınists claimed tlıat, after initial difficulties, they zucceeded in
creating enüıusieqm for üıe 'Soviet caıısen aınong blacks also, it would appear ıhı üıeir campaign uras most
successfrıl with whites. Maııy blacts woııld ınt app,reciarc the change in party line c üe argııııoıt that
ev€rything now depended on üe defencc of üe Soviet Uniorı. The party's memberstıip tripled from 400 in
1941 to over 1200 in iviaıch 1943, bııı it is a mmı question how fg Kotaııe's claim thaı üe new
meınbersiıip comprised 'repıesentatives of every rrce group' was tnıe. Althoııgb ıhe puty gained a larger
following ünong blacts as well, it would seem that a dispoportioııaıc number of üe new adhereııts were
white. In 1943, white commımists were elected to the City Councils of Cape Town, East Londqı and
Jotıanııesbıırg, üıe first electoral succesıe{ı in üe histo,ry of üıe CPSA. Ind€ed, the paıgy became so
reşecable that üe Minist€s of Justice came to act aı a patron of üıe Friends of üe Soviet Union, which
floııristıed among whitc South Africans a§ ıEycr before. On tiay Day, L942, BiU fuıdrsws (who had ıejoined
the paty) was allowed "to addıess the woıters of üe coııntryn on radio.ı6

Dııring üe war yers üe CPSA continued to fight on a demooaıic plat'oım and protcst againsı
racial discriminıtion. but üeıc was another side o ıhe picuııe too. This was gticularly eviderıt in üe field
of iııiusaiıl actio. The crly l9os witnessed a gr€aı strike wave among African wüteı§, who tied to taLe
adıııııagc of üıeh strong bargaining position to pres§ for higher wagps, igııcing consideratiqıs relating o
the war siuıaıion. Tlıe CPSA's aniuıde o African stites after June 194l was arıbiguous: ücrs was support

ı@ Hiıson, Yoıııs for ılıı Union, pp. 78-82; Roux, Tjmı Longcr ılıan Ropc, pp. 300, 30&309; Simons and
Simons, Class aııd Coloıır, p,p. 528-530, 538; Bunting, Mosel Koıaıu, pıp. 82-83,96106; Bıınting (ed.),

Sowh African Coıııınıııisıs Speü, pp. 147-|62; Alan K- Brooks, Trom class stnıggle o national überaıion:
the Communist Party of South Africa" 1940 to 1950" (unpubüshed M.A. ıhesis, University of Sussex, 1967),
p. 25; Karıeı 'The Comintern and üe 'Negro Questiorı'", p. l 18; Cc[r., Coıııı& Bill, pp. 33|-332ı Walshe,
Tlıc Rise of ,4fıican Natioııalism, pp. 186, 367; Thomas Karis and Gwendoleıı lv{. Carter (üs.), From Prokst
to Clallenge. A Docıııııcnıary History of ,African Poliics in Sowh Africa 18ü,-19ü, VoL 2: Hope aü
Cdlenge 1935-1952 (Slanforıü 1973), p. 82; Edwards, 'Recollections", p. 69. It should be noted ıhaı
Simons and Simorıs do not mention the §oviet€erınan Pact at all and tend o be rather partisarı in their
account of üıe party's role dıuing üe war. Pohaps üis is because by üat time üey played a leading role in
üe party üemselves.

ır ln Durbarı, üe police tmk üe unpıecedented stop tJo ask the laal party bıraııch ıo call a meeting to
explain to blacks why it waı wıong !o stıpport the Japanese, after pro_Japarıese pamphles had been spread
among blacks in üe city; the party acceded to üıe requesı See Edwaıds, "Recollections", p. 68.

ı6 Hiıson, Yoıırs for ılu Unbn, pp. 13, 83-85; Roux, Time Longer tlwn Rope, pp. 3@, 353; Simons and
Simons, Class aü Colow, pp. 53G54O; Bıınting, Moses Koıane, pp. 106114; Bunting (ed.), Soıılı Afican
Coııımunists Speü, pp. |62-|72; Cop, Comrade Bill, p.136; I.B. Tabata Tlu AU ,4frican Convention: Tlw
Awakıüng of a People (Johanrıesbıırg, 1950), p. 98.
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for üe workers' cl.iaitns, buı aı üe same time üey were cailed upon to avoid any stoppage of wcrk ıhat
would impede the war efforı On some occasions, the pany openly q,posed strite action, and acted as a
brake on trade unions whose meınbers called for diıect action. ln a coıırt case against a group of African
minen who had gone on strilre early in 1943, üe defence - two communisı lawyers - persııaOe0 the workers
ıo pleod guılty !o contavening an anti-strike war measure, as ıhis ıvould allow üem o immediaıely return ıo
prodırct'ıon. Irıhılı.lcko claimed that pro-Nazi white miners had incited the Africarıs to go on strike in an
effon to saboagc the war effcL "The Africaııs' wold was being stood on its head", üus Banıch Hirson
coınments orı üıis communist ass€rtion.ıE Perh4s üe enüusiesm for üe war and üe sucçesses of the Red
,\rmy after 1942 made it easier fc communiss to accept such unusuıl üings. The same mı§ı have held rue
ıbr ıhe dissolution of ıhe Comintern. In June 1943, i .rııtoı n lrLlıılııkko welcomed üis step as an advance
to "greater working-class unity".ı@

9. Soııu conclıısioııs

The history of üe commıuıist movernent in South Africa dııring the Comintem era ran uıdoubtedly paratlel
to thıt in ot}ıer coııntries of üc woid" Apart from the fact that many communist parties could only be
formed thaııks o the leadeıship and plat'orm provided by üe Comintern, all parties werc heavily impacted
upon by the eııolution of üis rçmııtable orgnııi§aıion. At the same tiıne, wtıaı was tıTical of South Africa
was the "ğualis$çn ctıarrcter of its social stnıcnıı€ and political sysbm, i.e. üe combination of an industrial
economy and a colonial society. In 198l, üıe compücatioıs rcsulting üerefrom were summed up by a South
Africaıı communist as follows: "Hoıv carı the class aims of üe iııdustrial pııotctriaı be integrated ş,ith üe
national aşirations of aıı opp,ıessed pquluion? And ıhat wiıhin a single country? The qırstion is of coıırsc
not uniqııe o Souü Africa In many places where capiatism has developed within a colonial frame üe same
challenge is to be faced. But in South Africa üe issue has been most rcute, and the solution most
difEculL"ıc

The South Africaıı communiss strted their career armed with an orttıodox }viarxis perşective, as
üoıgh they were operating in ju§t anoüıer capiıalist society. They were well awaıç of the racial peculiarities
of Souü Africgtı society arıd üe divisions within the Souü African working class, and of the systenı of ra-
cial dominaıion and colonial-style oppression, but ıo üıem üese feauııts weı€ ilrı important eııough o
waırarıt an early ıpvision of their analysis. oııly when üıeir beüef in üe ıtrolutioııry potential of üe whio
woırting class reached a low point in lY}J|, aııd wheıı üey lerned to rypreciarc the blac,k woıting-class
movement as a serioııs factor in ttıe class struggle, was a decisive movc made towrds the blaci p,roletariaı
This reorieııtatigı did not meaıı thaı the commurıisıs fully understood üıe importance of üe "nıtioııal
aşirations' of the Africaııs as rticulated by a movement like the Aİ.IC, but üıey took upon üıem o fight for
üe freedom and eqıulity of black Soııth Africaııs in addition o üe class emancipation of üıe ş,gters.
Meaııwhile, as gmd iviaıxists they continued o pin üeir hoıpes on ıiE uttimaı€ possibiüty of inttrracial
working+lass sotidarity and a change in aaiuıde on üe pat of white laboıır.

When subsequerıt upgı üe formation of üe League against tmperialisn the Comintem began o re-
emphasize üe strarcgic imponaııce of üe struggle for natiqıal liberation of the colorıial pcoples agairst
imperialism, üere also emerged a new inıı. ısı in Souü Africa Until then, üe Comintern had basically
followed üe CPSA in focusing on the whııç laboür movemenı, dg§pito üe adçtion of üeşs on the naüonal
and colonial question in 1920 aııd a resolution on ıhe "Negro question" n L922.In the aftermath of üe
Brussels Congıess in Febnıary 1927, South Africa was redefined as a paıt of üıe colonial world, raüıer üıan
a white setüer society (in fact it was boüı). Some Souü African comrnunists, whitgs as well as blacks, began
to stres{ı üe priority of üıe national revolution in accordance wiü the new Comintern view, but it was üe

'6 Hiıson, Yoıırs for ılu Union, p. 173. See also Edwards, "Recollection§", p. 73, and Vishnu
Padayachee, Shahid Vawda aııd Paul Tichmanıı, 'Trade Unions and the Communist Party in Duöan in the
1940s: A Reply o lain Edwards", Souıh Africaı Laboıır Bulletin, Vol. 11, No. 7 (1986), pp. 60,63.

ıO :üirson, Yoıırsfor tlıe Union,pp. 85-89, 173; Simons and Simons, Class aııd Cohıır, p. 556; Brooks,
"From class stnıggle to nadoıul überaıion", p. 47.

ıa Toıssaint, "In Retrospect - 60 Years on", Tlı2 African Commıııist, No. 86 (1981), p. 27.
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ECCI which ultimately forced the slogan of a black republic upon üe CPSA. Pertups üıe slogan wı§ not a
wise one - indeed fc the ANC and oüer black organisations it was faı too radical - but it qened üe eyes
of many a Souü Africarı communist o the importarıce of üe naıional sruggle particularly of the African
population, being not merely a struggle for freedom in the seıse of racial eqııality, but for liberation of üe
black oppıes§ed "nation" uıd, perhrys, the creation of a new non-racial South Africarı nation.ıo Initially
üe party had sufficient latiuıde left o adjust üıe new line to its established united front practices. But when
üe black republic slogan became an instnıment of the new ulra-leftist line of ıiıe Comintern ftom laıe 1929,
the parry increasingly began o operate as a sectarian body claiming üat üey alorıe could lead the black
masses in üıe national revolution. It was left to the conroversial fıgııre of Douglas Woltgı eventııally to
"Bolshevise" the party completely and fully impose üe Comintem's line. The tragedy thaı followed not only
put an end to the leadership of Sidney P. Bunting, in üe eyes of many blacks üe greatest communist of all,
but precipiıaıed üe party ino a crisis from which it never fully recovered. In üe final analysis it was üe
Comintern, after it had first provided üe plaform for a potenıially successful Souü A.fricarı communist
party, üat was also ıeşonsible for the party's destruction in üe early 1930s. Of counıe, üıere wers always
local communists ready !o carry out Moscow's dircctives. tn üe end il proved their own undoing.

It must be said that üe hisory of the Souü African commurıist movement (the paıty, üe
communist-led rade unior§ arıd üıe different front organisaıiorıs) is certaiıüy a rçlevanı snıdy object as far as
üe 1920s are concerrıe( but much less so üereafter. Whereas ıhe second half of üe 190s in panicular
offered üe spectacle of a mass moveıneııt of working-class struggle and black resistance in which üe
communists played no mean prt, üıe 1930s and early 1940s evoke feelings of cynicism about the CPSA's
role. Of coıırse it must be r€alised ttıat üıe ultimate weaiııess of the black working+lass movemenı, üıe
hesitant poücies of üe ANC ard ottıers arıd üe at times bınıtal repression by üe South African State were
all facors setting serious limis o üe potential success of any miliıant movement of resistance, including
communism. There were nevertiıeless certain oppornınities to build a viable political opposition. ln üe laıe
l920s, indeed, üıe CPSA ıook fult advanage of üis. Although the party never expanded beyond a
membership of some üıçe thoıısarıd, it enjııyed a brief period of considerable popularity and influence
ıımong black South Africars. Aft€r 1930 üe party, keen to be a loyal section of the Communist
Internaıional, ıesumed the character of a sect arıd became a caricanıre of is former self and the Comintern.
Internat strife, pıırges and one oppoırınist change of line after ttıe otiıer reduced the party's significarıce to
near zero. The party's revival in üıe l940s was a shaky phenomenon and coııld turdly restore üe CPSA's
one-time prestige.

'o See on üis question Ben Molapo, "On the National Quesüon", Tlu African Communisı, No. 66
(1970; Joe Ngwenya" "A further contribuüon on the National Question", Tlıe ffican Communist, No. 67
(l976).
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