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The communist party of New zealoıd in the Era of the comintern:
A survey and report'

New Zealand is a fomıer colony of Briain. Is legal and poütical insünıtions are bascd on üıe Westminster
model Until 195l there was a bicameral parliamentary system which benveen 1912 and 1935 was administerçd
by a scries of corıscrııative gov€nımenıs. From 1935 until 1949 üıeıe was fu üıc fust time a govemmerıt formed
by the New Zealaııd Iıbour Party. Thıough most of üe twentieth cennıry üıe coınEy's €congny has been based
on agriculnıral pıoducüo, relying eşecially on üe export of dairy prodııco, frozen meat aııd wool. Frqıı l92l
to 19t5 üıe population increased by some 400,00 o a figııre exceeding 1,700,0m. D€spite the domiııance of
agıicultııral New Zealaııd is a higbly ıııbaniscıl soci*y. By L9ü orıe ttıird of üe poıpıütion lived in the foıır
main citiş aııd over half üıe popıüıion üved in toş,ns containing moıe than 8,00 people.
The Communist hrty of New 7alaü, (C?i{4 was formally established at a confereırce in Wellington over
Ea§tğ l92l. Despıb its longevity, üıe history of the Party is stilt gıossly ıııder-ıeseaıcheü There is still no book
lengü hisory. Tlıe üule existing literauırç has lgstly bo€ıı wriren ğ ııniven§ gradııarc soıdeıı§, enthısiastic
amatoııı§, and past or prcsent members of üıe futy (frorıı üıe ııid 196& puırcs). Giveıı ıhşe ciıcumsıances,
it is not sıırprising thaı üe üteıanır€ is disappointing, and very parchy in iıs coveıage. Howev€r, eveıı within sırch
a limited body of material theıp are diffeıeııces rct only in üe degrce, but also in the nanırç of üe reatmeııt
of üıe hıty. This article witl discııss üis ürcnnıre, üen ouıline üıe soıııces orı which a mor€ subsuııtial history
could be corıstrııct€d, and finally oııüine the main conours of üe CPi.{Z's histay.

1. Hisıoriographic Progress aııd Problems

hofessional historians, and academics, have been conspicuously absent in the writing of communist
history in New 7*ıılaü. Far too often üe asinde has been that the Commuııisı Paıty is irrelevant and not worüıy
of snıdy. For example, R.SMilne in a majc W. Political Pgıics in Nqyı Zcalarıd relegars his rincipte
ıçfeıtnce to the CPNZ o a foomorc. The Commuııist hrty, he arguas, "..ia§ ncrıer been moıe üıan a cııric§
value in New Zealand."ı

Unfonıııatety iı would §eem mo§t New Zcalaııd historians have noı boen particularly cıırious. In most
gerıeral histaies on New 7alaıd, thc CP}.{Z is dismisscd wiıh "thıoıv awıyo line§, if it is menüoned at dl. In
his conribution to ıhe ttr;urıl Oğord lllııstaıed Hisıory of Ncıı 72al4rıd Miles Faiıbıırn ulks of a waning of
left radicalism in üe l920s wiüout mentioning üe Commıınist hrty in ıhe entire chapter. The only
muıifesation of 'left radicalisrnn he sees aı this time is üıe Iaboıır Party.2

Theıc is no sip of an awaıtııess of thc complexity aııd divenity of üıe political left in New 7alaııd
at üıe time, wheüer wiüin or outsidc thc the Iaboıır Party, let alone the rolc aııd position of thc Commıuıist
Party.

To paint aıı absolutely black picuıre would be unfair, some publistıed ıırriting des ouch on üıe history
of the cpi.{z in a moıe meaııingfrıl way. However, much of üis uniting is vcry ııam)w in focıs aıd limited !o
a number of ftequerıtly covered geas sırch as the Party's involvement in the Uneınployed Worteıs iıtoveıneııt

'The argumenı outlined below is cııırently being developed at grcater lengü in my PhD Thesis, "The
Communist Party of New Zealarıö from is origins until 1946." I would üke ıo üank Phyllis Herda,lvlalcolm
McKinnon and Bert Roth for reading and commenting on this article. The final product has benefıted fıom
üeir suggesüons.

'R.S. Milne, Political Parıies in New Zealand (Oxford, 1965), p. 37.

2 Miles Fairburn, "The Farmers Take Over", in Keiü Sinclair (ed.),The Oford lllııstrated History of
New kaland (Auckland, 1990), pp.185-2B.
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(UWM) of üe l930s,3 and iıs respoıuıes to Wold War II, eşociatly üe period 193941.1 Another area where
some good wok has been done is in tra& union hisoryJ

While in many calı€{ı making a valııable corııribution o ıhe hisory of the CPNZ, this body of writing
has a number of deficieııcies. Firsüy, ıhe writen treat üe Communist Party only as an actor in other event§ or
organi§atiqı§, raıiı€r than as a subfrıct worüıy of suıdy in itself. In addition, by focusing on such timited aspect§
of üe CPi.{Z's activity a very unbalaııced and superficial pictııre of üe party emerges. Thirdly, üere is ürtle
arempt o understaııd the ııaurç and outcome of intcrnal pıocesse{ı within üıe Party. Such processes aıE usuaıly
assumed rutıer than demonstaıed, and corsequenüy not ıesearched in any detıil. Foıırttıty, and equally
problematic, soıırces aıp often trEated uııcritically. For example, Dily people citc auüoritatively üe
autobiography of fcrrıer CPi.rZ General Secreory Sid Scot' wiüout demonstrating any awaıEne$ı of the
limitatiorıs and potential poblems associated with his ıwiting. By the time his memoir was pıülished, Scoü had
become a vociferous critic of ıhe commımist moyement.

All üese ctıaract€ri§tics lead to üe peçetıation of certain mytts, misıındersunıtings and, in some cas€s,
disortions in the portrayal of üıe CPNZ. The Party is often depicted as an ımdiffeıçııtiated or homogeneoıs
whole, swingiııg from posiüon o position with üıe changes in line ftom nl\ı[oscow'. Communis§ aıe generally
porEayed as frcile and maniptüıive, and influerced by i[egitimaıe external foıces. For example, Paul lirri§
rcfcrs o coınmuııist 'cnginoeringn, ntociıg üıc Comintcrn lirc", and ğgııcs üıc CPlü's clcc involvcrıcnt
adrıersely affecıed üıe lJlvivi.? This patrayal is almost a caricatıır€ of whaı 'eır€ryoıe knows' communisg o
be üke, howev€r, few have both€r€d to srıdy much evidence o determine üıe ıalidity of the steıeotype. The
stereot}Te is taken for the reatity.

Such guıeralisations aıç as mırch a political as an historical sıaıemenl They aıe impcted from ove$ea!ı
hisorical üteraoııe and üe p,ıeıniling potitical culuııel üen applied o particulrconıexts withoutdemonsrating
üeir validity or releııaııce. For example Erik Olssen dismisses üıe contribution of üıe CPi.{Z's leading
üeoritician, Sid Scotı, o üe debate on socialism in New 7aalaııd oıı ıhe grounds üat üe distinguishing
characterisücs of üıe Third Internaıioııal were appareııtly "...ideological fundameııalism, a deç commitmerıt O

l See Paııl llarris, 'The New 7aland, Unemployed Woıters Movemerıt, 1931-39: Gisbcııe and üıe
Relief Wortcrs Sritc", Ncıı ?ı,alaııd lowıal of History, l0, 2, |976, p. l3ül42l R.TRobertson,
nlsolaıion, Ideology and Impoonce: Organisatioıs fg üe Unemployed dııring üe Great Depression,
1930-35', Nw kalaııd Jowıal of Hisıory, |3,2, L979, pp. 149-164, and his üıesis, "The Tyrarıny of
Ciıcumstarıces: Responses o Uremplo}muıt in New ZıAlanü lY29-35" (Ph.D. üıe§is, University of Otago,
1978), wiüı particulaı ıefeıcnce to Durıedin; arıd P.G-l/lorri§, "Unemployed Organisations in New Z*almü
|926-39" (MA üıesis, Vicıoriı College, Univenity of Neıu ?*nland, |949).

'See Fl.W.Wood, Political aııd Exıcrıul Afairs: Tlıe New fuM Peopk aı Wu (Wellington,1958);
Nancy Taylor, Tle Homc Front:Tlu Nenı Zıalaıü People u War (Wcllingtorı, 1980; David GruıL Ow k
tlıc Cold: Prcifiss aııd Conscicnıioııs Objccars in New 7ıalaıü dııring Wora Wo /I (Auckland, 1986).

5 Bert Roü has made a valııable conribution here. See for example his geneıal history Tr& Unions in
New kalaııd: Pa.;çı aıü Prescnt (Wellingon, 1973). Len Richardson's much awaited hisory of üe New
Zea]üd Mine:,,, Federation promises o make a significarıt contribution also. Fg an early exploraüon on üis
topic see his arıicle, nClass, Community and Corıflicc The Blackball Miners Union 190-31", in Len
Richardson and David Mclntyre (eds.), Provjncial Perspecıives: Essays in Honour of WJ.Godincr
(Christchuıch, 1980), pp.106 127.

6 Sidney W. Scott, Rebel in a Wrong Ccıııe (Auckland, 1%0).

7 HaıTi§, "The New 7.eıilaıid Urrcmployed Workers Movemen[", pp. l31, 13E, and 139. The contradicüon
between Harris's contention of "üe left" "engineering" the UWM ino existence yet also adversely affecting
it does not seem o have struck him! If ıhe fust proposition is correcı, üen the UWM would not have existed
wiüıout ttıe CPNZ! Aıe we to assume the very existence of üe UWM is "adverse"? I üink noı

8 I mean üis in two seııses, firsüy, the poüücal culuıre of üe hisoriaııs' own time and, secondly, of üe
time üey were writing about. In both cases üis is overwhelming hostile to, and suspicious of, üe Commu-
nist movemenl
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A

revolutioııüy actiorı, and a straııge irsoısitivity o ıhe aspiraıions aııd values of the very 'wo,rt€rs' üıey claimed
rc lead...". His 'evidence' for ıhese conclısions on communist üeory and practicc in New 7nakrıd coıuiss of
a biogıaphy of Rosa Luxembıırg, a hisory of üe Comintern and a histoy of the Commınist Party of Great
Britaiıı.g All worüy works in üeir own right but tıardly the stuff to tell ı§ anything about üe New Zealand
experience and üe contribution of §id Scoa to üe debaıe on socialism in üis part of üıe world. Historians have
no often recklessly ascribed o üıe CPİ.{Z over§eas practice and experience and also put forwaıd üıeir own
essentially poütical assumpüons. By and large these staııd ııs a substitute for historically grounded ge-
neralisations.

Beyond ıhis body of ütennıre üere aıe a few people who have ueaıed üe CPI.|Z as a valid subiıct in
itself. These writcrs have made a valıuble contibutiorı to oıır undersıanding of üe hisory of communism in New
Zealand" However, üeir cumuluive efforts have given ıs only a bare ouüine raıiıer than a deıailed hisory.

The fırst text in üıis gıoup is Joseph Fowell's thesis, "The Histcy of a Woıting Clas§ Party".lo
Alüough iı is u§ed a§ a staııüıd ıexı for üıe hisory of the CPİ.{Z up to 1940, iı is very thin on deoil, has a
number of frcuıal gron and is almost exclısively based on publistıcd sourtc$ sevcrely rcsricting is scopo. Thc
second ıext i§ Sid Scoü's aulobiogrphy Scot was appaıently asked by the hrty ıo writc a hisımy of the CPİ{Z,
unforaıııaıely beforp much p,rogıess coııld be made he left thc party in a sıorm of controversy ırver completing
his stııdy. His auobiogr4hy iş gssentially a self-justificaıio, but serves wiü üıe Fowell üesis as üe closcst we
hara to a history of üıe Party. Scor did publish a number of brief anicle§ on üıe CPi.{Z's histmy in the ıYew
Zealaııd Laboııı Revieyı dııring üe early 1950§.ıı Finally in this group üıeıç is a series of articles by Bert Rottı,
New Zealaııd's leading histğian of radc unions.ız Roth has undoütedly madp a g€ator contribııtion o üıe
hisory of the CPNZ than any oüer indiviüıal It is significaııt thaı Roth has never been a 'pııofessional
hisıorian' and has madc his conuibuüon as an enüusiastic, and amazingly ptolifıc, "part tim€r'.

Alüough üe writing of these ti,ree indiviüıals is often cited aııthoritatively by otıer authors, everı ttrcy
aıe subject to some of the shorrcomings which werç discussed above, especially üe rcnduıcy O generalise with
insufficient recoıır§e !o evidence and a resultant perpeoıation of inaccııracies and disOrtions. Oııe example neatly
demonsuating this point is üe perpeuıation of a furıdamenolly incorrect vst§ion of üe fouııdation of üe CPi.rZ
through several generations of writing.

There is alınost compleıe consensus among coınmenüatonı, üey agıee üıe Party was essentially the end
prodırct of üıe develqment of the New 7aalaıd ivlarııian Association, fgırıed aı a conference in Chrisrchıırch
at the end of 1918. The ııew hrty, they tell us, resulted from a taıısformation of üe iv{uııian Associatiorı into
a new form of organisation, üe Comınunist Party of New 7aalarıd-

9 Erü Olssen, "W.TMills, EJ.B.Allen, J.AJ-ee and Socialism in New 7aaland", New 7ıalaııd loıırııal of
Hisıory, I0,2, 1976, p. ||2.

ı0 JiPowell, "The History of a Wcking Class Party' (lviA ttıesis, Vicoria College, University of New
Znakrıü 198). There are a number of oüıer ıınpublished üeses and essays rııhich have made a valııable but
far more limit€d contribution. These include, Jüe Hyırcs, "The Communist Ehrty in Otago, 194047"
(research essay, post graduaıo diploma in history, Univenity of Oıago, 1979); Janell Gr.dy, "Ttp Reds Who
}viade üe Beds: The aiitııde of the Commuııist Paıty of New ?*alarıd owods women, and its wort amongst
women in üe period, 1933-39' (lviA reseaıch paper, University of Aucklan4 1983); Deııis Cart€r, nThe

Attinıde of üe New Zalarıd Commuııist Party to Foreign Affairs, l93G40" (M-Phil. ıeseaıch essay,
University of Aucklaııd, 198l); J.B.Dawson, nThe New 7ıalarıd Communist Party: Ideology and Tactics'
(BA (Hons) research essay, Univenity of Oıago, 197Q.

1ı Sid Scott, "NZ Communist Paıty 1938-48", NZ Lüour Revieı,, July 1953, pp.L9-23, and August 1953,
pp.6-t2.

ı2 Herbert Roü, "The Communist Vote in New Zealand", Political Science [Wellington], |7,2, t965, pp.
26-35; "The distribution of Radical.ism in New 7,rualand" 1890-57", New kaland Geographer, 15, April 1959,
pp.76-83; "Marxism in New 7*alarıd: One Hundıed Years", New 7ıaland Monthly Reüeııı, Paıt l, July
1983, pp 3-'7,Parı 2, August 1983, pp. 5-E; "The Ocober Revolution and New 7ıaland Iabour" Poliıical
Science, |3,2, |96|, pp. 45-55; "How Marxism Came to New 7naland. a Note on Ideological Diffusion",
Polüical Science,5, 1, 1953, pp.5659; "New Zealand", in Witold S. Sworakowski (ed.), WorldCommu-
nism: A Handbook, 1918-1965 (Stanford, 1973), pp. 337-34a.
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The origins of this coııs€ıuıu!ı appear o lie in two texts prodııced from wiüin ıhe CPi.lZ itself. The fırst,
by Gordon Watsorı, was prodırced in üe late 1930s as paıt of a Paıty snıdy course arıd later publisiıed in üe ıVeı+,

kalaııd Laboııı Reüew.L'Thc secord text is a leuer from Andy Barras, a foundaıioıı mernber of üe CPNZ,
to Sid Scotı fuı edited version was also pubüstıed in the Nap Zealaııd Laboıg Raıieıır.La Both texıs portray üe
lviarıian Associaıion as central o üe estülistımeııı of üe CP}ü, uıd are üıemselves still widely read" Each
having been receııüy rapublished by the Socialist Unity Party, orrc of the ftagmeıııs of üe "old" CP}IZ.ı5 l\ı[oıe
significarıtly ttp texts have provided üe basis for almost all oüer accoıınıs of the foundaıion of üe CP}.IZ.
Sometimes the influence is quite overl as in Powell's üıesis, where he cites üıe }Vaıson documeııt as auüority
for his accotmt of the Party's formation.ı6 Even in Sid Scott's aııobiography one heaıs the voices of Barras
and Watsorı coming thıoııgh, despıte üe fact that Scou was himself a foundation member.ı? Moıe sigııificanüy
many historians rely on üıe nro rcx§ indir€ctly, and perhaps unwiringly, by using either Powell or §con (or
boüı) as üeir priıripal sourçe of information.ıt
Other accounts, especially üıose of Roth, are not so easily liııked directly !o these docıımenıs, but his wort has
been inilueırced by üıeir interpreation, he seldom moyes very far from the basic parern and framewort outliıpd
by üem.ı9 Even contemporary communist gJoııps who believe ıhey carry forward üe traditions of üe CPiılZ
do no more than perpenıarc the received venion.a The fact that the received vgsion is moving ino yeı anoüıer

'3 Gordon Watson, "Pages in NZ Communist History", New Zealaııd Labow Revi*,, October L952, pp.
20-24.

" Andy Barras, 'Origin§ of üıe New 7-aland C-ommunist Partyn, New 7ıalaııd Labow Reüeıı,
December 1949, pp. 27-29.

ı5 See §ocıoJisı Politics,8614, |986,

ı6 Powell, "The History of a Woıting Class Party", p. 5.

'? Scotr, Rebel in a Wrong Caııse, p. 39.

ıl For examples see: Josephine Mlbıırn, 'Socialism and Social Reform in TVentieüı Cenuıry New
?ı:.landn, Political Sciencc,12, 2, §çtember 1!}60, pp. 168-190; Parick O'Farell, Harry Hollaııd: Militaııı
Socialist (Caııberr4 1964), pp. l09-1l0 and l15; Coıırad Bollinger n Agaiıst tlu Wiü: Tlu Sary of tlu
Nqı fualaıü Seaıııcn's Uıuon (Wellington, 1968), pp. l3G,l3l.

'9 See for example his: "The Ocober Revoluüon and New ?xrıland lJboıırn, pp.45-55; 'How lviarxism
Came o New Zealarıd", Political Science,s, Ivfarch 1953, p. 59; "American Influeııces on the New Zealand
Laboıır Movement', Histoical Stıüics: Aıısnalia aıd New Zcalaııd,g, 36, 196l, p. 4l9; "iviail, and New
7ı2lı;n&, A Hundred Yeaı§n, New fualaıü MouÜy Review, Augtst 1983, p. 5; "}.Ierv Zealand", in
Sworakowski (eA.), World Coıııııaııism: 

^ 
Hıııdbok 1918-1965, p. 337; arıd Trdc Unions in Ncıı Zıalaıü:

Pası and Preşent (Wellingon, 1973), p. l58.

a The Communist movement in New 7*ıılaııd began to ftagment during the l960s, see RJI. Brookes,
"The CPNZ aııd üıe Sino-§oviet Spüf, in J. Mller and T.lL Rigby (eds.),Tlıe Dishtcgrating Moııoliıh
(Canberra, 1965), pp. 165-1E3; and Bert Roüı" "Moscow, Peking arıd üe NZ Commıınists", Poliacs
[Sydney],4 November 1969, pp.16&185, and "Fragmentation on the Lsfr*, Comment,27 lwıe 1965, pp.
13-17. The perpe$arion of üıe version by üe "fragments" is evidenced by üe already noted reprint of the

two texts by üe Socialist Unity Party, and is confirmed in the interpretation in their Coırıınıııism in New
kaland: An lllıısırated History (Aııcküııd, 1986). The Communist Party of New Zeaları4 until recently
Albania ali$ıed, in üıeir CIth arıııiversary issue of ühe People's Voice, Ocıobr;t 198l, relies largely on the
two tsxts. The Workers Communist lıague, now disbanded ino a loose gouping catled IJft Currents, also
conveyed üıe conventional portayal in üeir CPi.lZ 60th anniversary commemoration published in their
journal U niry, lvlaıch, 198l, pp. 6-7.
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A

generaıion is disuırbing.ı
This account of the CPi.{Z's formation has been p€rpetıJaıed for two related reüıoıuı. Fiısüy, a relııcüance

by many writers to rçseaıch üe hisory of üe CPNZ in any meaııingful way, aıd secoırdly, a mistaken belief
that üıere is a paııcity of ıelevaııt primary material o consulı If one does go ıo the primry §oıırcesı it quickly
becomes apparent thaı üere are far morç than gerıerally assumedz More imporonıly, one ftıds thaı üe receiv-
ed version is iııaccıırate. Rather tiun being a p,roduct of the evoluüon of üe }vtaniın Associıtion, üıe CPİ,{Z was
in facı üe product of a rival sgçinlis1 radition cented in Wellington. Both tendeııcies grew out of üe old
Socialist Party of New Zealand, but were quite different in üeir outlook Thc ivtar:ıian Association adhered
strictly o üe ideas of üe Socialist Party of Great Britain, while the Wellingıon socialis§ weıc ratiıer mco
eclectic, at time§ closer ı,o a syndicalisı perşective than anything else. The iv{rxian As§ociaıion waıı not
irrelevant to üe formaüon of the CPi{Z, but üıose from this radition who joined the new Party were essentially
rejecting üat Uadition ratiış than taking it to is logical conclusion as the rpceivcd version would have us
beüeve.a

This discussion is not int€nded to beüute üe existing litcraüııe, raücr o point out iıs limiııtions,
especially üe teııdency to uncritically repııodırce received interpretations. Essentially whaı is ııeeded is for
historians o consulı the primary maı€rial andproduce the hrd daa from which we can moıE secıııely generalise.
This may seem a cıııioısly old_fastıioned plea in light of receııt oends in historical writing, but one cannot trıt
the cart before üe horsc, history is after all a discipliırc whcre gencralisatioııs r€ still made from rescuching
primary material. Commırıist history in New 7xalarııü is still aı this basic fact fiııding stage.

2. Sowces

With the paııcity of writing based on deOailed primry §otııces one could be fogiııen for thiıüing thı üıerç was
a deartlı of such mat€riü There i§ in fact a wealüı of soıııpes from which to shıdy üıe history of the C?İıIZ.

a) Archives:

While therc aı€ no 'official' Communist Party Aıchives in New Znalaıü therc is süll a considcrable amouııt of
maıerial which has been peserııed" The type of maıerial includes braıch minuteıı, corıespondence, coııfeıence
reporıs, bulletins aıd cirçulars. There aıe some significaııt gaps in the coııerage, but given üe exteınely
haphazard way üıe materiat has been collected and preserved üere is a surprising scope and coverage. The most
signifıcant collectioıs aııd üeir location are üsted below:

P.W.G. McAıa Papers, University of Aucklard Library;
H.O. Roıh Papers, Private Collection, Auckland: this collection irrclude,s tiıe papers of a number of
leading comınıuıists; üe most notable are Dick Griffiıı, Vic Wilcox, Fred Freeman and Wally Jamieson;
Gerald Griffin Papen, F.P. Walsh Papers, and Conrad Bollinger Papers, Alexander Turnbull Library,
Wellingon;
Jack Locke Papers, University of Canterbury Library, Chrisrchınch;
CPM Dunedin Brarıch Papers, Hocken Library, University of Otago, Dunedin.

2ı Roger Ellis, "The Disintegraıion of tiıe Communist Party of New Zealand", unpubüshed paper
presented o üe NZ Poüücal Snıdies Association Conference, Wellington, May 1989, p. l.

2It must be admitted that some important material has only become available relatively recently

a The process of formation of üe CPIIZ can be seen in üıe minutes of üe Wellingıon Socialist Party,
Gerald Grifiın Papers, Acc 8643, Alexander Tıınıbull Library, inm 2D,;0: also, E. Beardsley, leuer ıo ıhe
Secretary of üe Communisı Pany of Australia no üte tL923?|, in Comad Bollinger Papers, MS 2151,
Alexander Turnbull Library, folder 442. For üe Marxian Assoçiation, see üıe minutes of the Marxian
Sludens Conference, December 28, 1918, Gerald Griffin Papers, item 3l2.
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b) Pııbliılıed Party Soıııces:

For a very small party, the CPNZ has been remarkably prolific in terms of publicaıion.
Newşapers: The fır§t communist new§paper in New 7nalarıd,wasTlu ComınaııistIlYlı|-2i'l publislrcd

in Auçklaııü It was üıe "official' paper for only a few is§ues, a şüt in üe Aırckland commuııist ruı|rs saıy üıose
prodırcing ıhe paper retain conuol after they had beorı expelled from üe CPİ{Z. The next hrty publication was
ıheWorkcrsVaııgıurd|19?629], which was initially produced in Blaclrball and subsequently Wellingıon. The
Vangııud was sııperseded by Tlw Red Workır dııring 1929, which, üke the Vangııard, wa!ı a monthly
pubücation. The CPi,{Z's fırst weekly superseded the Red Worker in 1933 under the ıüe Workırs WeeÜy. ^Ihis

was poduced in Wellingon on üc Party prus ıınül 1938, when it was moved o AucLlaııd. In 1939 tlnWeeUy
wı§ transforıned ino ıIıa Peoplc's Voice. wtıich remained üıe ütle of the CPi.{Z paper, arıd in fact is still
prodııced by one of üe fragments of the old CPI.,|Z. Fc the most part üe pr,ess has been legal, although in rriay
1940 ıhe Peoplc's Voice was bannd as seditioııs by üe tıboıu Goverıımenl In is place ıherç were aıeı based
undogroıuıd pubücations and a legal pap€r üğ lııdııştrial Workcr which was çşşgntiqlly confined to indısrial
maııeıs for fear of being suptrassed. From mid-l94l üe Party publistıed In Pinı, a weekly p4er which was
traıısformed inlo üe Pcoplc's Voicc, wtıen üe ban on üe Party press was finally lifted in 1943. In addition o
üe main Party ppeı üe CPi.,lZ for a while produccd a prycr for women, Tlıc Working Woııaıı [1934-36l, which
was superseded by Woınaıı Todcy tl937-39], a publication less closely assaiated with üıe hrty, in line with
üe Popular Front ideology.

Theoretical joıırnals: The fınt joıırnal was prodııced in 1933 under the tiüe ıVeıy 7ıalaıü Laboıır
Monlhly. This was lıter tıaıısf,gmcd into üıe New Zealaıü Coıııınıııişı Rcücııı, which also meaı€d monttıly.
During World War T\ro, when üe rpsricdon on the Party pess w€ıt lifted, a ııcw üeoretical journal was
pubüshed under üe title /z Pnzı, which in 1945 was re-ütled New kalaıü Lafuıır Rcvicw.

Pamphlets: The CPİ,{Z was a prolific pıoducer of pmphles, especially from üe erly 1930§, when thcy
PıllChaSed Üıeİr own pıntİng p,ıess. The eaıliest Lnown pülicaıiorı of üe CPİ,{Z was Wlıaı İs ılu Comınııııist
Party?, produced n lY2|, cçies of which appear no longer to sıırvive3 Most of the pamphles were wriuerı
by New Zealaııders, irıcluding Sid Scotı, Gordon Waıson and llarold Silverstone, who werç the hrty's leading
üeoriticians.Itrowever, ttrcıç werc a numberof New Zealandeditions of overseas pamphles andüerepıodırction
of a nırnbcr of Comintcın sııd RILU (Profint€rn) pıblicationsğ Some of thc most significanı pamptüts ue
described in a bibliography compiled by Pamelıı Daıuby-Scor"5

c) Meıııoirs, Biographies, etc.:

The most sigrıifrcant published mernoir is Sid Scoc's aııtobiography. The only otiıer pıblished boü lengü
memoir is Jim Edıvaıds, Breü Down Tlıese Bars.n Edwards was a coııımunist leader of üe Auckland UWivl
There is also a lengüy ıınpublished reminiscence of Aleı Galbraiü, a foııııdation meınber of üıe Party and a
leading figıııe until his d€ath in 1959,ı aıd a book which brings togeüıcr biogıaphical information on, and a

z See Ken Baxter, letter to Bert Roüı, Ocober 6, |969, Roth Collecüon

' For example,Tlu Programme of tlw Coıııııwnisı Inıernatbıal, (Wellingon, 1929); Stilu Sıraıegy aııd
Tactics (Wellingon, ca 1930), a pubücaıion of üıe resoluüons of the Strassbıırg RILU Congıeşi Laboııı
Socialism in New Zealaıü (Paradise of ılu Secoııd Internation*J), (Wellingıon, 1934), a reprint from üıe
journal C ommunist I nterıutional.

b Pamela Dansby-Scon, A Selective Bibliography of tlıe Coırıınıııi* Parry of Nan, k4l4ıü, ]n0-57
(Library School, Naüonal Library of New 7,r.Aland, Wellingon, 1974).

' Jim Edwards, Break Down Tlwse Bcrs (Aucklan( 1987). This was pubüshed long afıer üe deaüı of
Edwards.

a There seem to be several stightly different versions of üıis memoir, copies are in üıe P.W.G. McAra
Papers, Univenity of Auckland Library.
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A

selection of writinş by, Gordon Watson, the leading Party intellecuıal who was killed in action in 1945.29 In
addiüon tJo this, üeıe is üe occasiorıal stıort rerniniscence published in üıe Coınmunisı Paıty newşapers and
joıırrıals.

Beyond ıhis, ıhe most int€r€sting and ıalııable s<xııoe of persoııal ıecollecüo is oral histry interviews.
The leading collector of oral history has been Doııg C}osado who has made exonsive interırierııs of a sigııifıcant
number of communiss including most significanıly John Mirchell, lvtavis Drennan, George Jrctson 6ağ Flta
Ayo. Since the mid-l970s, when Crosado began hi§ woh oüers have begııı o ıely u leası in pğt orı interview
maıerial. The most significaııt example is Jaıpll Grady in her üesis on women and the CPİ.IZ in the 1930s. The
Alexander Tunıbutt Library have received üıe Crosado üapes, and wiü üis have üe besinninş of a major oral
hisory archive on the hisory of üıe left in New 7aland"

d) Non Party Soıtces:

There is a coıuiderable amouııt of material on the CPNZ contained in the recgds of other organisatioıs. There
are two key caıegories of sııch material:

Iaboıır moyemenı: The records of oüıer laboıır organisaıions such as Trade Unions, Trades Couııcils,
the Alliance of labouı, üe Federation of lıboıır, Iıboın Party braııches, lıboıır Represeııtatiı,e Couıpils and
üe Iaboıır Prty Executive all hıve relevaııt maıerial. Commıuıisıs weıe rctive in maııy of the.se cguıisations
and üıeir actions aıe ıecaded" Sırch ıecords also contain ccreşordence o and ftom the Communist Party, and
üe discussions about commuııist policy and actions by üıese organisatioıu üemselves.s

State agencies: From 1920 üıe hüce condırcted sysomıtic political sıweillance on radical
organisaıions, eşecially ıhe CPNZ. The Army also undertook potitical sırveillance from 1919. The relevant
Poüce records aıe now almost exclısively in the tunds of the Neıy Zealand Secıırity lntelligence Serııice
(S§),3ı who refiıse to graııt acc€ss fo resğrchğrsj2 There arç a few items which did not ıçach the hands of
ttıe SI§, üıese inclıde cqies of üe Poüce Commissioner's Weekly tııtelligence Summary to the Prime Minister
dıuing World War II, and a log book on West Coast revoluüoııry organisatioıu. These iııdicao thaı üe §IS
maı€rial will be a major source when, and if, it is made available o reseaıchers. In addiüon ıo the Police
material, there is material in üe archives of a number of other sıate depaığnents including ttrc Ext€fl,al Afiairs,
Army aııd hime Minisıcrs Dqannıens.

3. periodisation aııd Hisıoical conıoııs

Whaı follows is a brief outline of üıe main contoıını of ıhat history derived from secorıdary writing aııd
supplemented by maıerial from my own primary researçh. The histay of ıiıe CPI,{Z in üıe era of üe Comintern
carı be divided ino several periods, each defined in part by intcrnatioııal develçmuıs, but also by develqmens
wiüıin New Zealand-

a) ]921-28

Historians agree that the years from foundation wıgl |927-28 were characterised by the struggle o build the
Party. The CPNZ in the yean immediately after is foundaıion was ütıle more üıan a loose affıliation of
communist gtroups, a natiorııl party in name only. The main centres of Party actiüty were Wellingon, where
üe headqııarters were sinıated, Chrisrchuıch, Napier, and Auckland. These groups had only limit€d contact with
each oüer and diffeıed in üeir acüvity and to some extent their ideology. The leadership, like the party as a

29 Elsie l-ocke (ed), Gordon Watson. His Life aııd Wriıing (Aucklarıd, 1949).

30 At least some records of such organisuions are held in each of üıe leading archive institutions in the
country. Some of üe Labour Party records are still in üe hands of üe Party Headquarten in Wellingon.

3ı The SIS took over üe political surveillance role from üe Police in 1956.

'2 Since 1989, I have been engaged in an as yet unsuccessful aıtempt to gain access to üe material held
by t}ıe SIS.
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whole, was ıu§table. Therç were several chaııges in Party Seoeary in the first few yeus.
Membership levets weıc subject o signifıcarıt flucüıatiorıs, but woııld not have exceded5O in üıe very

early years. Tlıe social composition of the Party is difficult !o assess with any real certainty, however certain
patrerııs seem clear. By and large üıey hold true fa thc hisory of üe communist movemeııt in New 7.enraııd
until after WWII. The first chracteristic is the relative youü of party members and leaden whcn compaıcd to
üe Labour Party, especially in üıe early yean of üe CPİ{Z. Tlıere dcs appeğ some merit in O'Farrells
suggestion of a guıeıational conflict wittıin the New 7a|and laboır movemenl3ı alüıougİı evideırce and
research on this matter is very limited. Secondly, a very limitsd ethnic composiüon, when compaıed t0 similaı
communist paıties such as the Communist Faty of Australiı (CPA). Like üe bulk of Ncw Zealaııd's Eııropeaıı
populatior\ most Party meınbers weıe of Britistı deriııation, ş,hether by birttı or lineage. The main exce,ption
being a signifıcarıt kish compoırcnt, especially in S!ıellington. However, üi§ diminished as a propction of üe
membenhip from the laıe 1920s. I\,[aori, üe indigenoıs people of New 7*alıunıü havc never been a sigııificant
prasenoe in üıe hrty. It was not ıınül üe 1930s that a real effort was madg to alüacı }viaori meınbers, and then
only after üe prompting of üe Cominteıııİ For a shoıt while in üe l940s üıeıc was a }viaori braırch in
WellingOn, but its life 4pears io have been siıorı Thirdly, membership was overwtrclming male. While there
were,women prominent in üıe Party leaderüb in elmost every perioğ for example Heay }\ıeieel (|YZ1-22),
Sophie Doyle (late l90s) and Elsie l.ocke (1930§ and l940s), üis was üe exception ratiıer than üe rule. There
has never been a woınan Natioııal Seoeary of üe Puty. Iısıly, in terırıs of class composiüon üıe CPNZ has
been predomiııarıtly, ıhough not exclısivelyı a party of worting*lass meınbers. While there ha§ always been a
middle*lass element, thcy have always becıı a minority, alüıougb şgmg like fuon Wa§ğı did rise ıo ttıe
leadersiıip level.

While the CPİ{Z has itself always beeıı a legal paıty, üe sate has cmsistently acted to hımper is
activity, especially wiüı regard o ıesrictions on ıhe importation of literauıre, usııally ıırıder sectioıu of the War
Regulations Continııaırcc Acı (l90), which suyed qı üıe §taiıte bools uııtil 1947. ho§ecmigıs fa speaking
and selling prcscribed üoranıro weıt common place, eşecially in thc earty yeaıs, and was to be a persisrcnt
problem untit well ino üe l%e.ıs

In the early years key sections of the commıınist movement on üıe West Coast remained aloof from üe
CPNZ and in Agrıi lnz formed a sffiıatc West fusı Communist Federuion (WCCF). The WCCF to some
extent continued üe Marıian Association tradiüon, which had beerı rejected by üe CPi.lZ. It was influenced in
this diıçction by a visiting caııadian radicat Jack }v{rcdonıld and also üıe p,revioıs connection of some memben
o the earlier moyement. The WCCF questiored the ıped for a Communist Inbrnationallo

Ttıe key issuc in dişute benveeıı üıe CPi.lZ aııd the WCCF was üıe cğı€ct relaüonslıip !o üıe New
Z*aland Iabou Party (I\IZJ), the main social democıaı orgaııisation in Now 7ıı.land- The CPİ{Z favoıııed
working with and wiüıin üe laboın hrty, while üıe WCf,F was uncompomisingly hosüle, eşecially o üıe
idea of üıe affrliaıion o the kboıır Party, which the C?i.lZ ried unsuccessfrılly o do ın lg%. This debate is
one of üc key themes of ıhe hisory of the CPİıIZ. The ıelationship wiüı the hIZLP has always been problematic,
wiü üe Party radiıtine periodic8lly between the dg§ire for unity and cooperaıio, on the one harıü and sepa-
ratism and hosülity o üe kboıır Paıty, on üe oüer.

In the early yeaıs of ttp CPİ.{Z ıhe bıEd laboıır movement, while scepical and suşicioııs of üıe
communists, was generally willing to coop€rate with them. Early campaigns, sııch as üıe Jim Iarkin Release

3l P.J. O'Farrell, "The Russian Revoluüon and the l-aboıır Movements of Austalia and New Zealand",
Inıernational Review of Social History,8, 1963, pp.L77-|97.

* See for example, "Resolution on üe Tasks of the Communist Party of New 7,r*ılAl|d",1928, Roth
Collection, and "Special Letter o New Zealand Comrades, from the Communisı International", Neıı kalaııd
Labow Monthly, \darch 1934. The Comintern also suggasted a focus on Samoa as a colonial issııe.

35 For a discussion of one eaıly incident, see Roger Openstıaw, "A Spirit of Bolshevism: The Weitzel
Case of 1921 and its Impact on the New Zealand Education System", Political Science,33,2, December
1981, pp. |27-I39.

36 On üe WCCF see, üe minutes of the West Coast Communist Federation Conference, Gerald Griffin
Papers, item 3f2. The reference to the Comintem is in the minutes of the Wellington Communist Party
Branch, April 21, 1922, Gerald Griffin Papers, item 3f2.
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Campaign, üe Rıssian Famine Relief Commiııee and üıe work to remoye the baıı on workingclass literaune,
all saw cooperaıion between sections of üe labour movemen[ regardless of ideology. The CPig had iniluence
in a number of uniorıs especialty üıe Chrisrchıırch Printing Trade.s Union aııd ıhe Seameıı's Union, aıd on local
Trades Councils, especially üıat in Christchıırch. They weıp also tolerated wiüin the Iıboıır Prty.

By late |924 ıtıe party wa!ı in poor shape boü orgaııi§aıioıully aııd fiııancially, somc meıııbers even
questiorıed wheıher they stıould contintr as a political party. Theıe was still a lack of ııatiğıal cohesion aııd in
some ıııea!ı, eşecially Aucklaıı( tiıere were rival commıuıist groıIp§ competing with erch olher.

Two key changes pustıd üe CPNZ doıvn the putı of g€at€r cotpsion, orglnisation and üerçfore
viability. The first was the decision of üe Decemfu Lg?A conference to dissolvo the Puty and instcad bccome
üe New 7aaland section of the Coınmunist Paıty of Aıuualiı This arraııgemenı lastcd ıııtil lale 1926, when
natiorul autonomy was regained, after arı exterısive organising oıır by CPA rcprescııtativc, Ngııaıı Jeffery. The
CPA was by far the m6t signifıcant int€rnatioıul influerıce on üıe CPİ.{Z in tirc l920s, and peürys in the whole
hisory of üe Paıty. Tbe second change ıf,as a move against the communiss by üe kbo,ır Prty. Al üeir 1925
corıfereııce üıe }.lzlp institutcd a membersiıip pledge which effectively banııed communiss from membersiıip.
The next year saw anoüıer change which meaııt that communiss could not İer€sğıı afFtiated rade ıııioııs u
üe laboıır Party confereııce or u üe local disrict organisations. These moves wue rccompuıied by a
paıticularly biter verbal campaigıı against the CPİ.{Z by leading tıboıır figııres Pctcr Fraser and Bob Sunple,
and also a moye againsı communiss in the tade union moveınerıL

Both these changes serııed to bolst€r organisation and group ideııtity wiüin üe CP}.{Z. The Party was
given aınüıer boost in 1925, when üe West Coast Communiss decided b join up wiüı the CPi.lZ, bringing with
them a domirunt influence in the importaııt West Coast Miners Unions.

By |9tI üe Party had a memberstıip of arouııd 100, a relatively successftıl mmthly newspaper Tlu
Workırs Vangııard ardcoıuiderable influerıce in ıtıe oade union movemeııt, especiılly in the We.* Cgst Miners
Unions and üıe Seameıı's Union A communist initiaı€d "}Iand§ Off China' campaign had beeıı a rcmaıtable
succ€ss, wiıh üe sale of over 3,000 copies of a pamphlet on üe issueİ As an organisaıion the Party had made
corsiderable prcgress. It was no longer an exaggeration to şpeak of a Communist Party of New Zealaııd as it
had been in 192l.

b) 1928-35

lvto§t hi§toriarc argııe that üe pciod t98-35 was one of comintern inspired sccteriani§m. This is only partly
accurateİ The Party had not initially beeıı atriliateıi to the Cominterı Some u/riter§ §ugge§t tbe fırst diıect
contact was via George }viulrs, who visited New Zealarıd ı1 LY2|-22. He is said to tuve had cıedentials ftom
I\ı[oscow.3g Evideııçe fa this is üin, ivtarks did organise a Russian Farıine Reüef Campaigp, but üıerç is no
evidence he initiaıcd discıssion of üıe Comintern. One of üıe Aırckland splinter groups falsely claimed to be lhe
New Zealand section of üe Cominterıı, bü in ıeatity dııring üıe mid-1920s th€ CPi.lZ was only mnnected to

üe Comintern indirecüy via ıhe CPA It was not ııntil l98 thaı üıe CPİ{Z was ıtpc.seııted in its own righl Thal
year Dick Griian, üe pincipal party leader for mırh of tiıis peıioğ aıtended üe Eighü Comintern Congress
as CPİ.{Z delegate, beginning a formal association with üe ceııtral body of wgld revolution.

It is generally agreed by hisorians that the connecüon and is timing was disastroıs for the tiny CPNZ.
The linkage came, when üe so called "Third Period" docrine was being consoüdated in üe Cominterıı, and is
said to have propelled the CPNZ ino a period of barren secuırianism lasting until 1935-6. This period more üıan
any other, wiü the exception of 1939-4l, is porrayed as one where üe CPNZ had an urrcritical deperıdence on
"üe dictates of Moscow".o

There can be no doubting üıe significarıce of Comintern influence in üıis period. There were at least
two New Zealanders who snıdied at üe Iınin School, most impctantly Fred Freeman, who became

37 [üands Off China Anti-War Organisation, Hands Off Chitu - No Inıervennoz (Auckland" IW.
38 See for example Scou" ReöeJ in a Wrong Caııse, chs. 5 arıd 6; Powell, "The HisOry of a Working

Class Party", esp. chs. 5 and 6; }.IZSUP, Coırımunism in New 7ıalaııd,pp.L9-23.

39 See Scoü, Rebel in a Wrong Caııse, p. 4l and Powell, "The Hisory of a Working Class Party", p. 14.

o0 Hynes, "The Communist Paıty in Otago", 194M7, p. 11.
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Genenl-Secretary of üe Party on his retunı from Moscow in 1933, and Nellie Scotıaı Therp were others who
visited üe Soviet Union, inclııding Alex Galbraiüı, who aıtended üe RILU Congress in 1930.12 There was alrc
comınunication arıd 'instrucüon§' from üe Comintern o the CPNZ. For example the "Resolution on üe Tasks
of üıe Commuııist Party of New 7ıııland", brought back o New Zealaııd by Dick Griffrnf These communica-
tions and oontrcts wiüı the Comintern were obvioıısly very imporant in shaping the CP}{Z perşpective and üeir
actions. But all the actions of üe cpi.{z were not simply a raııslation of comintern ndictatesn or p,recipiated
by some external iniluerrce. CPİ{Z sectaıianisın in üıis period also had domestic §oııtpes, most particulğly a§

a respoııse ıo the moves of üıe leaders of the kboıır Party and tra& ıuıions agair§t communisıs fr,om ıhe mid-
1920s. The "Third Period' doctrine merely confınrıed for the CPI{Z the things they hıd alıeady çoncluded fom
üe actions of üe socalM 'social-fasci§t§". The Comintgıı connection gave them a langrıage to uso, and
undoubtedly ook üe hostility o an unfortıınate new heighı, buı üe basic conflict was home gıowı.

The period |n8-35 wa§ oııc of mixed fortırıes for the CPi.lZ, althoıgİ pertap§ not as bgren and
negative as ıııany §ugge§L Roü argues correcüy, that üe Party losı is iniluerce in trade uniqıs tiııuıgh
requesting uıırealistic feas of müuncy. The comrıunists in ıhs Wesı Coası miners uniorıs defected ıı |929.
There was a similar loss of supporters in the Seamen's Union the next yearİ In üe early l930s Puty activity
was focıısed on the unemployc( not least becaıısc üe vast majcity of Paıty members werç üemselves among
it§ rarrks. As sııggested earüer, a dişroıpoıtionaıc aınount of research has been done on the UW'ivt, whcn
compared o oüer areas of CPI.IZ activ§.§ Other impotanı aı€ss of wa\ for example in 'fraıerıal
organisatiqı!ı' such as üıe Friends of üe Soviet Union (FSU) (esı 1932), the lüoverrıent Against War and
Fascism (esı 1933) and üe Woıting Woıııan's l\ı[ovement (esı 1934), have begn relaüvely neglected and their
sifficaııca üatc urıdersımd.6

These orguıisaıiosı especially üıe F§U, bıougİt new members to üe CPI,|Z, including for üe fırst time
signifıcant numbers from üıe middle class. They also brought popaganda oppoınınities via publications zuch as
sovieı Nanıs and ıhe workiııg womaıı. Greater sırccess was undoubtedly tıampered by the sectarianism of üe
Paıty, which brought a ban &om the kboıır Party on their members associating ıyiüı what they saw as
communist fronıs. However, despite such difficulties, üese organisaıions were clearly positive achievements for
üe Paıty, üeir limited suoce$ı rrıns counter to the almost solely ııegative view of üe era

The period as a whole saw a sıeady increase in Paıty membenhip and üıe fırst publicaüon of a weeily
newspaper, a cgısiderable achievement fg sırh a tiny aganisaıion. In general there ıpas a gıEaicr strğıgü in
terrrıs of ğgani§ation. Thc "Third Period" docuine with its erıphasis on püty-building undoubtcdly served üıe
CPİ.{Z well in üis regaıü Tbc move owards beuer cganisation was helped by the ıçtunı of Frcd Ftoeman tıom
I\ıioscow in t933. His cganisational skills cannot be uıderıated, ınr thce of the young and aleııted leaders he
cultivated in üıi§ period"1? Hou,ever theıc were count€ryailing cos§, including a new willingıess to expel
dissenting indiyiduals. The pinciples of democratic c€ntralism weıe appüed fc üıe frrst time.

Those historiaııs willing ıo writc offüıc CPig in this period sometimes fail to tale ccrtain factcs ino
accouııt in üıeir analysis. It is easy o slip ino a crıde reductionism, wheıeby every problem is lıid aı the feet
of the Cominıem. Itrowever, atıer frtcs wer€ aı play, most significantly üe actions of the starc. SııfEce o sıy
üat the sate remaiıı€d hostile to üe CPİ.{Z. The Party headqııarters in }Vellingon werc @ııently raided and

1ı H.J.§coc, A Nanı kalarıd Wonun h Rııssia (Aucklarıd, 1932).

'2 This rip is discussed at length in his auobiography.

a3 The originals are in üe Roü Collection.

* Roüı, Trade Unioııs in New Zealaıü, p.48-50, 158-59.

n5 See foomote 3 above.

* On the Friends of üıe Soviet Union, see Whinston Rhodes, New 7zalaıü aııd ılıe Soviet Union,
(Auckland, 1985); on the Movement Against War and Fascism, see Daüd GraIıı" Out in tlıe Cold, 9.27-30:
on üe Working Woman's Moveınent, see Grady, 'The Reds Who }vtade üe Beds".

n7 Botiı Elsie Locke and Gordon Wason were closely associated wiü Freeman. In fact Locke (nğe

Fanely) was for a time married to Freeman.
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membenı of ıhe Party often arrcstcd for üe possessicı or prodırction of seditioııs literanr€. It is clear ıhaı in üe
wakç of urıemployed rios dıuing 1932 üe staıe wo*ed vcry haıd o isolaıc and dcbilitaıc üe CPi,lZ. At qıe
stage in 1933 üıe entiıe Cental Commiıee was beiıind bars.

Another failing of the dominanı analysis is thaı iı teııd§ to treııı üe experiuıce as almosı uniforıııly
secıarian. Thal üıi§ is noı so is indicaı€d by the succesı of üe fraıcrnal organisaıions menıioed above and
acıivities gıch as üe &ee şeach §truggle condııcted in Aırckland dııring 1934, which broıı8ht commımists and
Laboıu supportcrs ino cooperation, despit€ üe ncmal hostility on boü sides.

If üe period is not as barıEn as gcnerally portıay€d, ıheıç is still littlç doubt that üıe Pcty was a
contrİbulor to iı§ own isolaıion. Tho b€st exımple of this is üıc Party posiıion with ıcgrd o üc 1935 guıoral
election. This elecıion was a nırning point in New Zealınd political history, beiııg üıe firsı time a lıboıır
Govetnment was electcd. The tide was üaınatically in favoııı of Iaboıır, yet the CP}.IZ süll advcated an
ulra-left policy of "neiıhcr ıeactim na lıboın". The Party stood foın candidaıas and ıırged votcrs to u/ritc
commıınis on ücir ballot pqers in üo clcctcarcs whcıç ücıp was no commıınist csndidaıG. It was a sıryisc
only O 1[ç ç966uniıts thst all üeir caııdidaıes lost fuir deposiıs. Aı a timc ırbcn ıhe üdp was moving in üe
direcüon of Iaboın, the CPİ{Z werç still labelling ıhcm social-fascist§f The gcııcnl electim of 1935 wa§ onc
of the last rs of a particulaıty nırbıılcnı period in the Paıty hisıory.

c) 1936-39:

If the previoııs peıiod showed soınc of üıc dangers of an ovcrly sccoıian poücy, thc pğiod which followcd
showed some of tbe poblems of being iı§uiFdeoüy ıtvolııioıry. Howwcr, üıe old polbcs werc not
relinçished wiüouı a sruggle. t €o Sim had arendd ıhe §evcnü Congıess of üe Comintern in 1935 and come
baci !o New Zealaııd wiü the new poücy of building the unitcd front rgaitı§ı &sci§m. The CFİ.|Z published an
edition of Dimitrov's repct o the congıass which served aıı ğıe of üe lıey toıts in hty eüıcation in ıhis
period.o Iiowev€r, üe leadership, prticıılrly FtEeman, weıe relııcont ıo adopt üe ıpw polby. It took the
removal of Fıeeırıuı as Prty Secrptry, who was replaccd by Sim, aıd üe iııtervenüm of üıe CPA beforc üe
CPig look on fuily the new Cominıern policy. De§pite üe admissim of left-secarian enonı aıı early as the
December 1935 confeıçncc, üis ransiüon took ımtil |$7.§

Pırty policy eııcnuutly movcd to a po§itbn d cTitbal §ııpğt fc thc tıboıır Governmcnt, and
occasionally o a position of ııncıitical §tırorç as in üc 1938 gpoğal etection whcrc thc hy 8dreaıd üG
rcnırnof üelıboınGovemmeoL In AucLlandcommuıisıs took aleading ıole in üeorgnisaıimof a hugerally
!o greeı the rç-elcction of thc Iıboıır Goııernmcoı The Party ıgain gppaigpcd fc affiliatim o üıo Iıboıır
party,5' which was ıtırcted cııcgoically, ühough tipıç was §ome sııpport fo admission from iıuidc the
Lıboıır Prty. Tberc wc[€ suıe mambers who ıemaired moıe ho§tile o üe Iıboıır Party üı8n CPİ{Z poücy
would imply, thcy weıo genenlly expelloü Among üem Fred Fre€man. who was expelled in 1937.

ln ıhe inöıstial şhcıc üc hıty was mating giant srides. The fumııion in 1937 of a unificd naıional
rade ımion organi§gdon, thc New Zııılaü Federatim of Iıbqır (rcL), was tccnly sıEatd by üe Prty. By
1938 most of the hrty's 300 members were employed in industry, a far cry from erlier in üıe decada This
gave ıhe basis for a gıowth of inflııence in the union movcment and by 1938 üc futy had among§t iı rants 36
Tradas Couıpil delegarcs, siı fult time tade uıion officials and wo FOL Natioııat Councilloıs.'The futy was
paniculrly suong in üe Watersider's, Carpenters,IJboııt€ı§, and Railways ıuıions. Geogr4hically the srengü
of the Paıty was incıeasingly in Auc,Lland which had also become the sito of üıe Party headqııaıters.

The Party campiped viguoısly against fascism. Oganlsatons such as üıe Spanish Mdical Aid

§ Roü, 'Ttıe Commıınist Vote in New Zealand",p.29.

'9 C?iü, Tlıı Workhg Class Agaiıst Fascism: Dimitrov's Reporı ıo thc Sevenıh World Congress [ğ
thc] Coırıınııııisı Inıerıutioıul, (Wellingon, l93O.

50 Scoü, Rebel in a Wrong Caısc, pp. 82-85.

" See, I.eo Sim, Unity, Peace aıü Progress: Wlıy the Commınist Parry Wana Afiliation ıo ılıe Lüoıır
Parry (Wellinglon, 1937).

52 Roüı, "lvtanı aııd New Zealand", p. 6.
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Committee were very acüve, arıd again serııed as a link between the party and oüer sectonı of society. Several
cp}r{z members saw active serııice with üıe Inıemaıiorıal Brigade in spain.53 The Laboıır party was sıill hostile
to such organisatiorıs and did its best o prohibit iıs members from participating in them. The CPNZ also began
to move ino the realm of "culiırgn with the beginnfuıg of a People's Tlnatre Movement and the New Zealarıd
Left Book Club, again bringıns uı aınalg;am of leftists into cooperatiorı.g

Conact wiü ttıe Cominom continııed in üis perioü although hisoriaııs have made fr less of the
connection. Gordon Waıson, who by üe end of üe 1930§ was the leading figıre in üe CPİ.{Z, aııd Sid Scor,
probably üe next most iniluential munber, both yisiıed üıe Soviet Union in thi§ period }Vatson stayed only a
brief time in 1937. However Scou stayed for a cgısiderable time, to some extent for medical treatrnenl Itrc

renrrned in late 1%0. In üıi§ perM üıe CPİ,{Z seems also to have beeıı less Qen to critici§ıı for the connection
wiü üe Conıintern, the main exce,ption being their zuport for üe "Mscow Trials" which causod some d§utes
mosı noticeably wiüin üe FSU, alüough üere ae no apparenı signs of divisions within üıe CPİ,|Z over üe
trials. A direct comintern iııflueoce waı appargnt wiü ıcgaıd thc cpi,|z's asirde to local Tıoıskyiss an4 a§
it more often seemed to be, üıosc ıısing 8 Trotskyisı analysis o criticisc üc soviet union and the cp}.{z.s
There is evidçnce of conüact betweeıı New Zealandcrs and üe Ausnalian Trotskyist moveıneııt5 and dııring
üe early stıges of World War tr a Tıoıskyist influenced critique of üe Soviet position is in evidence. However,
the label Troskyist was used raıiıo überally by Puty memben ıo braııd tbse who wero deviant, regrdless of
the exact ııaııııe of üeir differcnce wiüı hıty poücy.

contacı between the cpAaıd thc cpi.lz was agıin extensive in this pğiod having been less sigııificanı
in the period 1928-35. Both Partie.ş periodicatly senı ıEFç§enoıivps o each oüıer. It is undoubtcdly true thaı in
ıhis period üe CPA was influential on the general outlook of üe CPİ{Z. For eıample,Ianco Shaıtey condırcted
study schools, when he visited in 1936, and Aıstralian delegaıes were key noo speaiers aı CPii|'Z corıfereııces.

By üıe end of üıe period üe Party tıad ıaken üıe urıited ft,uıt poücy o üe togicat extreme by re-naming
its paper the People's Voicc, clııiming in effect to repes€nı üe people of New ?aalıunıd" This was an absıırd
claim, less absıııd was üe CPi.lZ claim o be üe most coısistent aııd rctive anti_fascisıs in üıe country. This
acüvity and the growing pr€stue in the indıstial şhoe mearıt that the Prty was growing on üe eve of World
War II, its membership stood at aıoıuıd 400. Some of the ılew members were aıtszıct€d more by üe desiıç to
combü fascism tbaıı to creato s revolution, a p,robleın derived in part frıom üe subrnergerıce of üe cpi§z's
revolutionary principles in favoıır of sıpçıort for lıboın at hrıe uıd opposiüo to fa§cism abrcad" When üıc
political winds change( üıe re.solve of üc memb€rship was tc§ıtcd considerably.

d) 193941:

The Soviet Union's Pact wiü Nazi Germany oame a§ a sıırgise o üıe CPI{Z, uıd took some thiı*ing ttnough
before a rc§poııse was produced The CPM prochined boldly in ıheir publistıed §uıiement on üe pact that "The
Soviet Union is Righı". Hisorians have generally chracterised this and üe oücr changes in policy dııring üis
period as a slavistı following of üıe dictaıes of lvioscow. A simple case of loyal, and pesıınably misguide(

5l See Susan Skudder, "'Bringing it home': New Zealand Resporıses to üıe Spaııish Civil War, I93G39"
(Ph.D. thesis, University of Waikao, 1986).

g 
On left culuıre see Rachel Banowman, "Culuıre and üıe Iıft in New Zealand, 1930-50" (MA üesis,

Victoria Univen§ of Wellingon, 1987) and her article, 'R.A.K. }vtason and üe Auckland People's Theatre,
1936-1940", §/rTğ§; A Joıırıwl for Radical Perspectives on Cııltwe, rıo. 16, 1988, pp.G18. Baırcwman's
thesis is soon to be pubüshed in revised form by Victonia University Prıess.

" See, Copy of I-ecer Received from üe Secreıariat of üe ECCI: The Condııcting of the Campaign
Against Trotskyism, Roth Collecüon.

'u Secretary of üe Workers Party of Ausral.ia ıo F.P. Walsh, July 28 and December 29,1934,FP.
Walsh Papers, MS Papers, 274, Alexarıder Turnbull Library, items 391 and 602, and articles in Militanı,
Maıch 1936, pp. 7 and 12.
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Communist§ doing üıeir 'duty'.'Again üis is only putly accııraıa
TheCPi,lZ had difficulty estülMing ıclearandconsistenıpolicy wiüıegaıdo üe war, briııging wiü

it rıı,o ıendencies which weıe difficult to reconcile. Firstly, oppositiaı to fasci§m, secondly, oposiüon o üıe
poücies of he Chambcrl8in Governmcnt in Britıin Prior to the wr thcsc two tendcocics scemcd closely
intertwincd" With üıe advcnt of wr they wac lcss casily ıcconcilcü

Imınediaıcly after thg outbıgak of war üe CPNZ was convinced thıl ıhe wr was inperialis and shoııld
be oposed proclıiming ıhaı Hiüer woıld only be defeated by a stnıgglc against Ctanbolıln, who had o be
removed before üıe war could be supported by socialissİ This was üe line ıntil mid§çombcr, when a ırcw
and mqç compreheısive staıem€nt on üe war wEı published. The hrty policy became one of sruggle on two
fron§, ono agaiıuı Hitler, üe other against chamberlain's imperialism. The policy changc carıe after
communication beıween üıe CPA aıd üe CPİ{Z. Not all the membeı§ wetp so Leen on the rerv policy, üıe
Foııorı baııch was rcbııted fc not focısing on üc defeaı of lütlcr in i§ l€aflcıs. Thi§ brrch,led by fgmer
cpi.tz lcadcr lro sim, laı€r famod thc basis of a brcakaway Now zcaland Bolshovik prty, whici advocarcd
a policy of nıming the war ino a civil war.$

By |ate Ocobcr poticy was cbaı,ging egain The Pafiy lcadcıship, ıqldng notc of dcvelçmcns in parties
oyenıe,a!ı, was moving o a poticy of opposing the war as wholly inperialisı Ttc rcnd was cosolidated by the
change in polby of the commıınisı hrty of Gıpaı Briııin, End ü€ pııilicııim of üe comingn's $aıcm€nı on
the war. Itrowevcr, it was rct unıil carly Deccnbcr that ıhe new poücy was §nally consolidacd od annoımcçd
o üıe world in ıIıe Peoplc' s Voicc of Decenber 8, 1939. The CPiü argued thaı üe war was inpğiali§t m bolh
sides andhad noüing o offcrthc wutingclass, üey said thatithadbcen incoecıinis calicrchareğisatim
of the wg and thıt it shoııH hıve bcen oeeo§d tron iı§ Ueginniıg. Fıom üis point üe hrty was cosigent
and ıınbcndiıg in its qpositioo to tb wu ıntil üc invasion of thc Sovicı Unbn in Jınc l9l. The gcncral
climao in rcsponse o sııch a policy, of coınsc, wa§ one of hcülity to thğ CPi.lZ aııd thosc ottıccs who opposcd
üe war. This bostility was ı!oı ııstrict€d to conservüives in the poütical spotğrıım, both tho lıboıır Goverıment
and üe Federaüon of laboıır §upğtd thc wu and resolutely condemned üıe CPİ{Z.

The CPNZ and is members met a series of fcmal sanctions, the most noticeablc being imgisonmenl
In l%0 most of üıc 59 chaıgcs of süversion ş7qç ngainşj communisg. The CTNZ wa§ not doclaı€d 8n illegal
organisatio, but üe govğrıEıcnt had begıın to ıalp stcps owuds thaı end by ıhe timc tha CFNZ changed is
policy in mi&lg4l. The P8fty Ftss w8s suptr€ssod and fucibly disnıantled by police. Censoslılp of liteıanre
waı Yery !EYeıE, aı weıE ıestictions on impcthg litcıanııa

Both üe iıboıır Prty and the Tradc Union movement tmk steps to limit üc inflııerce $, üc
comınıınists. ThekboıırPrty waseşecially sevcrconany of iısmeİbgswho weıp woting wiücommİİİİiss
or rcüve in organisations they do€nd to be cmmıınist&ıonts.In ttp uııion movement theParty sıffeıcd soınc
m4jorsctbacis, eseeclally in theWeltingıonCarpentcrsUnion, ıvheıp üeirinflırecwas syreuıalical§ agrcLcd
üııidst a oontext of fınaııcial impryieiy.

Theıç weıe also a series of whaı miüı bo calld infcmal sanctions oo the Commımigs which also
made life difficulı Phy§ıcal atırL was ııot urcıxıımo" Smc kty mcmbcrı ygç diınissçd &ım thcir jobs on
political gruınd.ı Bob Semple, a Laboıır Cabineı lvlinister, declaı€d his inontion of ridding the public serrıice
of communists.

The Paıty took a numbg of steps to d€d wiüı üıe hst'ıle enviıonmeııt in which it found ilself,
effectively swirchiıg to a semi-illcgal basis ftom iviay l%0. This involved among other ıhings üc printing of
undergıoımd newspapers, and the esablishmenı of safe hoııses for use by üe nrty leaOersnb. l.ocal baııches
werç reduced in size o give gr€aıer int€mat wıırity, and ıhis was coupled wiü a general redııction in braıph
acüvity as a conseqııence of üıe semi-illegality. There waı an associaıed increase in activity under üıe name of
other organisatioııs sırch as üıe Perce and fuıti4onscription CouncüO üıe Democratic Defence l*ague and

57 See for example, Taylor, Tlu Home Froıü: Tlu New Zealaıü People at War, p,p. 51 aııd 57; Hynes,
"The Communist Party in Otago, 194G47", p. 1l.

5t Peoples Voice, Septsrrıber 8, 1939.

59 The Bolshevik Party was never more üıan a few inüviduals.

* See Grant, Ouı in ılw Cold, pp. 58-73.
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üe civil Liberties union.
Obviously these weıe difficult times for üe CPNZ, some members üd rıot last the disance arıd left üıe

party. By mid-l94l membership sıood aı around 650.6ı The overall impact of the period is hard to as{ıess.

Certainly, üe Party sııffeıpd some significarıt set baris. But ıhis was lesseııed by üıe facı thaı üe Paıty was to
some extent pırepared fm üe acüons against iı In oıhers ways üıe party progessed. Memberstıip did increase,
and ıhe Party demonstrated ıo it§e[ and the rest of tiıe country that they werc able to su§tıin üemselvş gven

under the most difficult conditiorıs. Again ıhe seemingly worst coııdiüons had benefits for the Pany.
Undoubtedly, it was stronger in terms of internal cohesion and organisation by mid-l94l when üere was another
major chaııge of policy.

e) 194146:

The Nazi attaci on the Soviet Union in June 194l was a shock for üe New Zealand communis§. They had no
hesiıation in declaring them§elı/es for he war as a genuine "people'§ wün.@ The Party threw itself ino the war
effort with vigoıır, selling Victory Borıds, ogaııising Patiotic Carnivals and urging furcı€ascd indıstial
prodırtion. lvtembers FiıEd üe armed forces in qııaııtity. The Puty eıhibited what Beıt Roüı has termed an
eıaggeraıed enthıısiasm fo üıe war§ ltrowever, liLe üıe Topılr hont" p€riod üe expaiencc fu üıe CPNZ
was cmtıadictry. What some commentatonı §ee as ıhe most succassfiıl yers of üe communist moyemeııt in
New zealand also had a down side.

orı tho positivo side membeıship gııow o unprecedented levels, peaking aı abouı }0m in 1945.
Braııches were formed in maııy placcs fc üıe fııst ıime. Similarly sales of üıe hty newspap€8 werc to rc,rch
a peak of 4proximatcly 14,000 by üe end of üe war.6 Party influerrce within üe trade union movement grcw
r,eınendoısly, especially in Aırcklan4 where by üe eııd of the wr the party complcrcly doıııinatod the Trade.s
Councü Gıowü in üe indıısrial sph€rc rvas lşs şpectrular in oüer arcas, but no üe less sigpificant6l Unity
became ıhe warch word fc üıe CPİ.{Z, they even named their Wellington headqııarters üe Unity Centre, a
reflection of üıeir e$gııtinlly class collaboıaıionist posiüon. The revolutioııary message was put on hold in favoıır
of defeaıing Hitler firsı6

Real pogıess was made in establistıing cooperation benreen üıe CPNZ, rade unions aıd the Iıboıır
hrty, eşecialty U local aııd rank and file level. For example, üo AııcLlaııd Commıınisı Party, [ıboıır
Repeseııtatiııe Coııncil and Ttades Council as eaıly as July l94l were coop€radng in aıı Aid !o Russia
Campıign. }Vhile üis became a ııational campaip, the sııppct of the taboıır kty and Federation of Iıboıır
National leaderstıips was ısmpercd wiü üıe proviso üıatsuppoıt for the Soüet Uniqı in ın way inpüed support
for tlıe local cornmuniss. The Society for Closer Relııtions wiüı üe Soviet Union, a suocesıor to tho F§U,
aüracted considerable §uppoıL The Party went oü of iu way to support üe Iıboıır hrty and kcep it in officc,
even assisting the formation of new braııches of üe Iıboıır Party in Dıınedin.

While u face ınlue üe Party was ıtuiving, üere were limis o ıhe succe.§s. }ıdaııy of the new members
appear tcı hıve joiırcd a!ı a way to shorv sympaüıy for üıe §ovieı Union, and lnew liale about üıe CP[.[Z, and
what it stood fg. The ıapid irıflux of membas puı considerable pressııre on the ra*)ıııDes of üe Party, this was
exacerbaıed by lhe absence of many experienced members on active service.lviaııy new members rgmained linle
more ıhan book members.

The poticy of collaboraıion cıeated int€nıal problerns within üıe Prty. CPNZ opposition to a Miners

o' Wood, Politkal aııd Eıerııa|,4ffairs: Tlıe Nqv kalaııd People aı Wa4 p. l55.

u2 Sid Scotı, Tlıe People's Wcr (Wellington, 1912).

o'Roth, Trade Unioııs in New kalaııd,p. ü.
g 

For boü membership fıgures arıd newspaper sales, see Roti, "The Commımist Vole in New Zealand",
p. 33.

65 Roh, Trade lJnioıs in New kalaıü, p, ü.
* See tlarold Silverstone, The Case for National Unity: fight Hiıler first (Wellingıon, 1%3).
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strüe in 1942 caused coruiderable disqüet within some sections of üe Paıty.f So, too, did üıe decision o
work for üe re-election of Prirne Minisıer Peter Fraser in üıe 1943 general elecdon, even üough he was opposed
by a popular left candidate. This caıısed üe Party o lmse two former Party Secreıaries, Jim Dyer ard Dick
Griffın, who found Party poücy intolerably collaboationist and were expelled for sup,porting Fraser's oppoııcnl
By üe end of ıhe war serioıs divisions were unerging, some members of the Party accusing the leadership of
trying to tiquidate the Party as Earl Browder had attempted with the CPUSA.o

The sıırprise dissolution of üıe Comintem in 1943 caısed barely a ripple within üe CPİıIZ. They ook
two lessons from it Firstly, they beüeved üe dissoluüon placed gıeaıcr ıeşonsibüty on üıem o be self-reliant
in üıeir political analysis. They would no longer have üe Comintern fg guidaııcc. Secondly, üey rccoııfirıııed
üeiı belief üat ıtıe struggle againsı fascism stıould take pıecedencc over all else.o rnis relative lack of debaıe
on üıe demise of üıe Comint€rn ınay appear sıırprising given üe dominant place the Comintern is generally
assumed !o play in the life of the CP}IZ. Howev€r, if one accepts the general p,ro,positim that historians
exaggeratğ the importarıce of the Comintem and üaı oontact wiüı üe Cominorn dıuing üe war appear§
corısiderably less than in previous p€siods, ıhis seems far less aberrarıı Sid Scoc came brcL from Moscow wilh
instructions a§ to üıe gerrral line üe Party should adopt owards üe war, only o find that üe CPi.iZ tıad urived
at üe sanıe position of its own accorü7o For the CPNZ thc year 1943 was moıe a tıırning point on üıe gıouıds
of the resurrection of ha Pcoplc's Voicc ıiıaı for üe dissolutio of tho Comintcrn.

The period begun in l94l moıç logically eııds at aboııt 1946, ş,hen üe CP}.IZ wa!ı at il§ peak of
influence in terms of munbcsiıip, ııewspaper salcs aıd po§tiorı within the Trade Union movemenl Since 1946

üere has been a steady declino into üıe tragmerıotion and division which reınains a ctıarrcOıistic of üe com-
munist movement in New 7ıalıııü

conclıısion

The CpNZ did not achieve its ultimate gml of revoluüon, üe rearcns for üis and much of üıe hisbry of üıe
party are still in need of deailed and systematic rosearch. The hisory of the Party exhibis the classic dileınma
of revolutionary parties in 'westerıı democrrcies' with a mass based 'social democrat pğty'. How O win boü
a nıassı ba§e aııd achieve üıe uttiınate goal of revolution? The Party's history has revolved arcııııd two extreıne

solutions o the dilemma, one ctıaıacterised by separatism and secarianism, the oüıer collaborUion and

reformism. The CPNZ in the era of üıe Comintern radiated benpeen üe two extemes, never fiıding a solution

to üe dilemma. Paradoxically, in ıheir times of greaıest succ€ss they were apprenlly al üeir least revolutionary.

At üıe ümes wherı üey weıe most revoluüonary, ıhey were atiac*ed and ostracised, serioısly hampering hty
activity. The conıpctiorı wiü the Comintern was a significant aspect of üıe development of such a paii€rrı within

the CPNZ alüıougtı contrary o the received wi§dom, it was merely one of a number of facOrs.

o Roüı, Trade Unioıs in Ngvu kaland,p.63.

* See ScoE, Rebel in a Wrong Cqıışe, p. 143.

o See the Draft Resolution on the Political Sitııaıion and Work of üıe Paıty, September 15, 1943, Roth

Collecüon.

70 See Scoü, Rebel in a Wrong C*ııse, pp. |28-29.
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