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For üe geater pan of üe period that üıe Communist Party of Indonesia (Partai Koııımuııiş lııdone.rıa; PKD was
affiliated ıo üıe Comint€m (192G,l943) in Iıdonesiı it was an illegal party. In 192i the party was banned by
üe Dutch auüorities in Indonesia It legally started life again after the pıoclamation of üe Indorıesian Repııblic
in Augusı 1945.
Until its banishment üe PKI pubtished several magazines and repors of congıesses. Some of üe magazines aıe
preserved in Durch aıthives, in üe Natiorıal Arçhive (Arsip Nasioırat) in Jakarta and local archives. In üıe
Neüerlands one can find PKI pubücaıions in üe Royal InsdnıE of Linguistics and fuıthropology (Konir*lijk
Instiııııı voor Tul-, Laııd- enVolkcıılaııüc; KITLV) in l-eiderı" in üe Royal Netiıertands Library (Koniııklijkı
Nederlandse Biblioıluek) in The tlague (Den }Iaıg) and the Internatiorıal lnsütute of Social Hisory
(Inıerıwüoııul lıstiuııı voor Socialc Geschiedeniş tr§rD in funsterdam. The trSH specializes in aıchives
concerning üe labour movemenB, natioııal and internatioııal. One caıı find üerp, too, pubücatioıu by the Com-
munist Party of the Neıiıerlands (Coııııtuııistisclıc Partij van Nederlaıd; CPN), which paid a lot of Ctenüon o
the developmenıs in Indqıesia ard the PKI. Moreover one can find publicaüons by the Comintern itself.
Other soıırces of information are the ofEcial recqds of the fgrrıer Netherlands Colonial Ministry, which fa üe
yeaıs 1900-1942 aıp held in üe archives of the Ministry of üe Interior, and üe rpcorü of the Netherlands
Ministry of Justice. These recoıds include ıhe so_called mail reports, regular report§ ıo üıe Dutch goyenıment,
and special police reports.They are preserved in the Royal Netherlands Library.

Information is also available from ıhe comintern aıchive§, which are slored in üe Russian cenue for
the Preservation and Study of Documents on Mod€rn Hisory (Rossü'sbj Centr Clvaıunija i lzüenija
Dokwncnıov Novej§ej Isariiı RCCHIDND in Moscow. For several yea$ now representatives of parties theıı
affiliated to the Comintern have been able to have rcc€ssı o üe aıchives conceming üıeir own party. So in 1989
two reprcsenıaıive.s of the CPN, one of üem me, had tho oppğnınity of bocoırıing acqıuinted wiüı documenıs
in üe CPN aıchives. Paıt of them corıcerns Indonesia and ttp PKI. Thank§ to üe cmperaüon of Indonesian
Communists, in Febrııary 1991 I tıad the opporonity of becoming acqııainted wiü daumens in üe PKI
aıchives, !oo.

2. Fouııding Congress

The Communisı Party of lrıdonesia was foun@ on 23 lvtay 1920, wherı aı a congrcss in Semarang üe Indian
Social-Democratic Associatioı (Iıüisclıe Sociul Deınocraıisclıe Vereeniging; ISDV) changed its name. The
ISDV dated from }vIay 1914, the first ivtrııist politicat orgarıisaıim in Indorcsia It was ştablished by Durch
§gçialiş6, but soon developed ino an association in which Durch aııd Indonesian lvianıists combined o sruggle
togeüer. The Russian Revolutioıs - üıe Febrııary Revolution of 1917, but especially the OcOber Revoluüon of
that year - had a greaı iııfluence on üe still young Indonesian }viarıist and anti*olonial movemenl At üıe
founding congpss boü Indorıe.sian Communists and Durch Communiss were elected o the Cenual Commiuee
(CC), with Semaun as Chairman aııd Pieter @iet) Bergsma as Secretary.ı

At the lv{ay congress in 1920 the party was named the Association of Communiss in the Indies
(Perseriluıan Koırımıuıist di Hindia), but at ıiıe foıırth congress in 19Z it was decided to change üe name to
Partai Koırııruınis Indoııe,sıa. In the historiography fo the whole period the name generally used is "Communist
Party" and üe abheviaüon PK[.

Indonesia had been a Durch colony for centuries aııd dıuing üıat period exploitation had had several

ı F. Tichelman, Socialisıne in Indoncsiö. De Indisctu Sociaal Democratisclıe Vereeniging 1897-1917
(Amsterdam. 1985); Ruth T. McVey, The Rise of lııdoıwsian Comınıııism - up to 1927 (Iılırcu NY, 1960;
Kahin, Natioıalism and Revolwion in Iııdoııesia (Ithaca, NY, and london, 1952); Joop Morriğn, Indonesiö
los van Holland. De CPN en de PKI in lwn strijd tegen lut Nederlands kolonialisme (Amsterdam, 1982);
Harry A. Poeze, Tan Malala. Levensloop vaıı 1897 tot ]945 (Ihe Hague, 1976); D. N. Aidit, Problems of
the Indoıusiaıı Revolution. Selection of Works (Jakaıta, 1963); G. Bauman, De Tribunisten. De revolutionaire
marxisıen in Nederland (Moscow, 1988).
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faces.r In üıe years 1851-1860 üıe "lndian profits" amoıınted to almost one-ıhird of the Durch smıe budgeı In
üe last decade of the 19ü cennJry the rubber-, coffee- and tea-plantaüons of big capial were develoıped orı a
$eat scaie on üe isle Java as well as on Sumana. Wckeıs, "contracüoeües", werg conscripted arıd used as
forced labour. peasaııu were driven from their soil a remained subi>ct o feıdal exploitation by landlords. with
new railways and improved harboıus and ruds üere aıose an infra_strucuııe which requircd trained employees
and workers. ln the new developmenı aıose a new, for the funııe importaııt phenomenon: naıional awakening.
The iırsı national associations werç fgrrıed and in 1905 also the fırst trade union, the Union of Railway
Workers.]

ln that new ecorıomic and, to a certain extcnt, poüticial climao üıç PKt started iıs activities. Abotıt half
a year after its foundation the party decided at an extııaordinary congres§ı (at üe end of December 1920) to join
üe Comintem. Before ıhat decision, üıe lndonq§ian }vlarxistıCommunist movement had already been represented
at the Second Congress of the Cominıem (July_August 1920) by Hendricus Josephus Fraııciscus ivtarie (Henk)
Sneevüeı, one of ıhe Durch leaden of üe ISDV who was deported in 1918 from Iııdonesia becaııse of his anti-
colonial activities. Sneevliet was inroduced by the Durch Communisı Sebald Justinus Rutg€rs, intemaıiorıally
well-inown aı üıe time. who had panicipated in üe First, üe Fourıding Congıess of üe Cominıem. Rutgers
wrote a letter o üıe Executive Commiuee of üe Comint€rrı (ECCD, co,sigıed by Henrieue Roland Holst and
Sneevliet, explaining that Sneevliet was na ı€presenuıtive of üe Indonesian Communist Party in üe Netherlands
Indies" and for six yean tıad participaı€d in üe anti<olonial moveınenL "A§ üe colonial qırstion is on üe
agenda of üe Second Congıess we deem his presence at ıhe Congress in Moscow very imponarıı Alüough he
has no written marıdate for üıat Congıess, as a result of a lack of time, we confiım üıaı §neevüet r€presents üıe
ICP §etherlands-Indie.s) in Eıııo,pe and is fully justified to ıepresent il also in Moscow.''

Sneevliet participated in ıhe Congıess under the name ldaring, he wa§ elected s€cretary of üe "colonial
commission". Two separaıe sets of üeses were dıafted fc üe Congıess: one by Iınin and orıe by üe Indian
Communist Maııabendıa Nattı Roy coırcerning the strategy and ıacıics of üıe arıti+olonial revolution. The main
items were: üe attinıde owards boıırgeois-ıuüonalism as a fcce çposing colonialism but also opposing social
revolution; an estimation of the role of the peasaııtry and the agıarian revolution as essenüal in üıe revoluüorı;
üe idea of unity of interess of üe oppressed peoples of ıhe Eası and the wqkers of the indusrialize4
imperialisı countries. Finatly boıiı üeses were pesentcd to üıe Congress wiü mino changes, in a kind of
compromise, and adopted. Geneıally şeaking one can say that the necessity of cmperation wiü boıırgeois-
democratic nationalism was given mce onphasis by Lenin.s

2 On üe socio-hisorical problems of Indonesian society in the colonial period: Fritjof Tichelman, Tlıe
Social Evolution of lııfunesi*. Tlıe Aıiatic Mofu of Prodııction aııd is Legacy (The Hague, 1980).

3 Jan Breman, Koelies, plaııurs en kobniale poliıiek (Dordrecht 1987).

4 S. J. Rutgers !o üe Executive of üıe Comintern, Am€rsfoort, 26 June 1920, Comintern Archive9CPN
Archives (hereafter, Comintem/CPN), RCCHIDM, 489l|R0. On üe visit of CPN represenıatives to üe
archives: Joop Moniön, "Telegrammen uit de Tweede Wereldoorlog in Cominternaıchief', Politiek en
Cultuıır, Ocober 1990. More about Sneevtiet in: Max Pertiıus, Heı* Sııecvliet. Revolwionair-socialisl in
Europa en Aziö §ijmegen, 1976); Fritjof Tichelman, Heı* Sıwevlicı. Een politiekı biografu (Amsterdam,

1974). More about Rutgen in: G. C. Trincher Rutgers, K.Trincher, Ruıgers.Z)jn leven en streven in Holland,
Indoııesiğ, Ancrilq en Rııslaııd (Moscow, 1974).

5 Der Zweite Kongref der Koıııırunistisclıen Interııatioııaie (llamburg, l92l). In üe preface O üe
minutes it says (Moscow, 1920), that becau§e of a lack of sterıographers §ome parts of üe speeches could be
missing or not quite coıTect. In §oviet hisoriography about the congress Lenin's view is empiusized.
Towards üıe end of ıhe seventies a series of three stııdies was pubüshe( Komintern i Vostok- English
Eranslations, some rather abridged: R. A. Ulyanovski (ed.), The Cominıern aııd tlıe East. Tlıc Sıruggle for tlu
Leninisı Straıegy aııd Tactics in Naıbıale Liberaıbn Movenunıs (Moscow, 1979) (A. B. Rezıikov pays a

lot of attention to Indorrcsia); R. A. Ulyanovski (ed.r,Tlıe Comintern and tlw East. A Critğııı of llw Citiqıre
(Moscow, 1981) (a chapter of A. Yu. Drugov: "Relations benveen üıe Comintern and the Commıınist Party

of Indonesia"); A. g. Reznikov, Cominıern aııd ılw East, Strategy aıü Tactics in llıe Natbnal Liberaion
M ovemenl (Moscow, 1984).
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3.Islam

One point in üe theses, which did not draw much aüention during üe discussionr wa!ı !o create problems for
the Indorrcsian Communist Party in iıs relıuions with üe Islamic organisations. The üıeses sat€ü "It is necessary
to stuggle against Pan-Islamisuı and ıhe Paıı_Asian movement and similar cııren§ of opinion which utempt
io combirıe the sruggle for liberation from Eııropeaıı and Americaıı imperialism with a soengüening of Tıırkistı
and Japarıese imperiatism and of the nobility, üe large landowners, üe clergy etc."6

One of üıe peculiarities of üe kıdonesian 6nti<o1oniıl movenğıt around 1920 was the coqeraıion of
üe }vlanıistı€ommunisı movement with the Islamic o,rgarıisation Union of Islam (Sgekat Islam; SI). Indonesian
Communiss lüe Mıısso, Alimin, Semaun aııd Darsono started üeir poüücal life in the §I aııd were for a certain
p€riod acüve in boıh the SI and the PKI. In his conribution o the Second Comintern Congress §rıeevüet pointed
out that üe Sl-program ap,pealed for sruggle aginst "§inful capitalism". In a somewhat optimistic way he
conclude4 üat in üe sI stronger 'scialist tendenciesn always made üe nınning. itre advocarcd cmperaüon
between PKI and SI and did not elaborate on üe point about Paıı IslaıııismJ

In Indonesia howev€r, ttp anü€ommunisı faction in üıe SI lab€Ued üıe Cominıern "anti-Islam". The
PKI decided that it would do is best o exphin jusı whaı wa!ı meant by Pan-Islamism in üe Cominterrı theses:
"however", it added, "r*ıe cannot do anyüing else o preyenı the d€mıgogic use of üose tjıeses". Obvioısly there
wııs some discıssion at ttrc extraordinary PKI congress in December 1920, before the decision was madelo join
üe comintern.t

Joining üe Comintern meant, for the PKI, üıat Indorresiarı Communiss started o paıticipaıe in
Communist congre{ıses abroad. Darsono rarıelled in l92l !o Moscow for üe Third Congıess of tiıe Cominterrı.
Also representing ıhe PKI was the Durch Eacher Jan Cgııeüs (Jan) Stam, as has become clear ftom a just
üscovered letterj After üe Cominterıı Congıess Darsoııo participaıed in the corıgıess of üıe CPN, which at his
suggestion adopıed a resoluüon against racism. The CPN, just like its precıırsc üıe §ocial Democratic Party
(Sociul-Deıııocratisclu Partij: SDP), deınandd immediate inde,perıdence fc lndonesia under üe slogaıı:
"Indonesia, free from Holland".ıo

In tvtaıch 1922 Ibratıim Tan lvtalaka üıen acting chairman of üe PKI, was, just like Piet Bergsma
deported from Indonesiı and spent several months in üe Netherlands. Parliamentary electiorıs were imminenı
and the CPN placed Tan lfalaka üiıd beiıind David Wdnkoop and Willem van Ravesteijn on üıe election lisı
Malaka campaigrıed in maııy cities all over ıhe Neüıerlaıds, but the CPN gained just rwo sea[s.ıı

The Fourüı Congress of the Comintern in a somewhat exterded way discussed ıtıe colonial question
Tan }ı,talaka pre{ıenı for üıo PK[, and Vaıı Ravesteijn, who regesenıed the CPN, raised üıe pıoblem of tslam
and pan-Islamism. In his memoiıs }yralalra laıer noted that sometimes he discussion was fierce but üaı after atl

6 McVey, Tlw Risc of lıfuııcsiaıı Coııııruıııism, pp. 60s.; Morriğn, Iııfuııcsiğ los van Hollaııd,g. 39;
Drugov, Relations between tlıe Comiıııern aııd CPI, p. 387.

7 Der Zweiıe Kongre§ der Kommunisıisclun Inıerııaıionale, p. 345.

t McVey, Tlıe Rtıe of lııdoııcsian Communism, pp. 73s.

9 Joop Moniön, "Aroen"-Jaıı Sıanı, rebel iı Indonesiğ en Nedcrland (Amsterüm, 1984). In this book I
wrote about Süam's visit o üıe Third Cominıern Congress, not as delegate but as a friend of üe CPN
delegaüon (p. 100). In the Wijnkmp Archives in Moscow I found a letter from Sam (Leeuwarden,4 }viay
1921) wiü üıe following phrase: "I received a letter from India, that üey are going !o delegate me to
Moscow. However, don't ever let üıe ediorid staff of De Tibıııu mention iı, becaııse oüerwise it may
hapıpen üat üey will never allow me o go back to üıe Ea§L At üıe moment - Thursday moming _ I am still
waiüng for information from ttıe Cenral Committee about my daıe of deparnıre and so on. I have not heald
anything from you. Pleaso inform me soon."

'o Morriğn, Indoıwsiğ los van Holland, pp. 30s. For üe hisory of üe CPN and is relations wiü üe
comintem I refer to the contribuüon of wim pelt in this volume.

3

1ı Poeze, Tan Malaka, pp. 188-211.
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he did not get an answer o all his questions.lz
ln Indonesia üe discussion iıside üe SI between üe left- and the right-wings concerning üe PKI

sharpened. In 1921 left-wing members esablished their own organisaüon, üe Union of üıe Red Sarekat Islam
(Sarekat Islaııı Merahı SIM). Relations beween SI and PKI became deücate. Obüously the Comintern's leading
body several times üscussed üe sinndon in Indonesia Ttp Soviet historian A. B. Rezıikov mentioned a letter
sent in January |923 by üe ECCI ıo üe chairman ot ıiıe Sarelut Islaın, Omar Said TJokıoaminoıo, setting out
Communist poücy wiüı regaıd o üıe national überation movements everyıvhere, irıcluding Islamic counries. The
letter admitted awıırcness thı Comintern poücy did not fully coincide wiü the cause of üe SI, but fetı üuı
should not hinder a joinı anti-imperialist sruggle. The unity of the capiatiss of üe world stıould be countered
by üe unity of the natiorıalists arıd revolutioııary Muslims of üe world.ı3 Acccding to Reznikov, PKI leader
Aliarcham "on behalf of üe paıty" reeted negatively to the leüer. Aliaı§ham was active in the SIM, which at
his proposal n IE23 changed its name ttı Union of the People (Sarelaı Rakjac SR). He was elected chainnan
of üe SR.ı1 According o Ruth l\ıtcVey üıe reaffırmation by üe Foıırü Congıess of the Comintern of its
objection to üe policy of PaııJslamism did not mean thaı üe Irıternational disapproved of üe PKl-alliance wiü
üe SI. "Quite üe contrary üe Indonesian bloc wiüin was pointed out at üıe congrcs§ as an example of üe sra-
tegy üat should be employed thıougout üe East""ıs |n l9l3,however, the executive of üıe SI - partty following
a suggestion by the Durch goveıııment auüıoriües - declared double membership of üıe PKI and üe SI
impermissible.

4. Anests

The Durch colonial power reacted more and more harshly against üe growing anti-colonial movement, wiü
aıIests of progressive lndonesiarı iıumaliss, political acüviss and rade-unionists, more eşecially üe
Communists among üıem, as for instance during üe railway workers' strike in lvlay |923 on Java During the
Third Congıess of üıe PKI in Bandung (3 and 4 lvtaı§h 1923), Semaun, üe Chairman, pointed out that only tiu€e
of üe eight members of üe cenual leading organ could be presenu empty chairs were placed on üıe rcsmım
for üose who were under arresı or exiled. Soon after üe Congıess Semaıın also became a victim of üıe persecu-
tion. Being Chairman of the Assciation of Rail and Tram Employees (Vereeniging vaıı Spoor- en
Troııpersoneei; VSTP), on 8 }viay he was arrested becaııse of the gıowing ıııır€sl After his amest a general strike
staıted, which brought no direct resul§. Sernaıın was deported and anived in Amstcrdam in Septcmber 1923.

Semaun became Ctıairman of üe "Bıııeaıı Hollaıd of üıe PK[" in which Bergsma and Braııdsteder (also
a Durch Communist d€eorted ftom Indonesia) weıe members. The Bıııeaıı mainıained contrcüı wiü lııdonesia
and üe Comintem, Seınam rıaııged for some Indonesiars to follow a cour§e of poüücal snıdy in Moscow. The
Netherlands became "a major base" for PKI acüvitie.s (Ruü McVey). The Bııreau Hollaıd of üe PKI started
a monüly magazine partly in Indonesiaıı arıd partly in Durch under üe tıtle Paııdıı MerahlRoode Grdf (Red
Pilot). The journal, first issued in Amsterdam in tvtay 1921, was edited by Sneevüet, Bergsma and Semaıın. A
quoıation ftom ıtıe joıırıal daıed 15 July l9Z: "The oppressed peoples mıısı ınainuıin oontact with üıe
Communist Intemational becaııse they aııü üe Comintern have oıp and the same eneıny - internatioıul capialism
and internaıional imperialism".ı6

In July I92ı+ ıJ:e, Chairman of üe CPN, David Wijrüoq, and Semaun panicipated in the Fifü
Comintem Congress arıd boü were elected to the ECCI. Wheıı in Moscow they and the Comintenı representative
Raskolnikoff (Peroff) siped a coııımon §tatement "About the wok of the foreign bııreau of the PKI". The

'2 Morriğn, Indoııesiğ los van Hollaıü, pp.42s. Tan tvtalaka Dari peıdjara lu peııdjara @jogjakarta,
s.a-), p. 101.

13 Remikov, Tlu Comiııern and tlu East, pp. 108s.

'o lbid., p. 110. Aliarchom - sedikit tentang riwajaı hidııp dan perdjouıganııJo (Djakarta 1964). In üis
short auobiogaphy üe letter to üe Comintern is not mentioned

ı5 Mcvey, The Rise of Indoııesian Communism, p. |62.

'6 Paıı.du Merah, Vol. 1, No. 3. In üe article "Peristiwa 2 üdalam dunia" @vents in the world) a
comparison is made between üıe Socialist and Communist Intemational.
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snement said, that in order !o b,roaden and deepen üe work of üe pkl and o 6ş6ğlish üe closest conuıct
between iı and üıe internatioııal Commıınist movement, the existence of the bıııeaıı 'is corısidcrej both desirable
and expedient". It sıaıed, üı üıe foreign bıııeau published a poiodical otgil, pamphlels and leaileS, to gel üıe
Javanese workers and sailors in Holland, as well as the Javuıese comrades in Indonesia, acqııainted wiü üıe
Internaıional, and particularly wiü üe Eıııopean Communist moyemenl Members of üe bııreau were, for üıe
PKI, Semaun arıd Bergsma (interesting to note that Bergsma was regarded as a represenutive of the PKD and,
for the CPN, Wijnkoop. Wlnkoop had üe right of veto if he should find the decisions adçted by the bııreau
"at variarıce with the general poliücial line of üe CP of Hollaııd"; in such cases ıiıe quesüon was ıJo be
immediately submitted ıo üıe East€rn Depctment of üe ECCI for decision [t was explicitely stııte* "In
decisions on questions of finaııce, technical aıTangemen§ and commıuıications üe repıreserılative of the Durch
CP does not possesıı üe right of veıo". In ordeı o stimulate a close contrct on üe basis of ıeciproc§, a PKI
represenıative wa§ to become a member of üe Central Commiuee of üe CPN and a CPN re,presentative, of üe
CC of üe PKI.ı7 Semaun alıeady belonged o the Central Commiuee of tiıe CPN. Because of the developmens
in Indonesia a cpN meınber could not be a merrıber of üıe cc of üe pkl.

Sneevliet did not agree wiüı üe sıatemenL I^ L923 he had alıeady had several qııarrels wiü Semaıırı,
whom he accused of being 'left" and who had refused to give the Dutch rade-urıionisı larıgkemper, şecially
in Indonesia on üe initiaüve of sneevliet, a fuııcüon in üıe vsTp.ıı [n a raıher long lener to the Eastern
Depanment of üıe Comintern and to üe Pıofintem,
signed as Maring, he protested üat Brarıdsteder had been replaced and thaı Wijrümp had a veo "in all poütical
questions" (which, by üe way, was not üe case). Roy had told him that, alüoııgh Roy üought that it should
be, üe work of üıe fceign bıneau was not connecıed wiü üıe wgk of üe Paris Colonial Bııreaıı of ttıe
Cominern for the Britistı and Fıçnch Colonies. The connection wiıh Indonesia was !o be kept up through the
Durch Buıeau and souüıem China, alıhough, according o Sneevüeı, üıe sitııation in the Durch East lndies was
fairly compaıable wiüı ıhe situaıion in üe French arıd British colonies and not u all wiü üıat in China or Japaıı.
Moreover "comrade Semaun will now in practice more often make decisions independently. but he is not suffi-
ciently educated for this, he has no straight line." Sııeevüet wrcto üat he had resigned as editor of. Red Piloı.
He remained sec:retary of the Colonial Commission of üe CPN.ı9

Semaun answerpd wiüı arı even longer letıer o the Eastem Dparunenı Roy tıad never old him of his
view. The sitııation in Indorpsia was not ıhe same as in India nğ, of coıırse, the same as in China "But in fact
from a practical point of view it is ırccessary o keep our corınection going via South China arıd via Holland.
Souü China becaıse more than half a millioıı people from this coııntry live in Indorp§ia, mainly as workeıs.
Close connecüons between üıese Chinese workers aııd the Irıdonesian proletariaı is of very greaı importarıce.'
The connection ıhıough Holland was yery necessary. "The po§ıal conn€ction, the conırccüorı wiü oıır Javanese
sailor§, üe political one aıd oüıers aıe of gıeat importaııce üere for the revolutiuıary movemerıt, so long as we
do not export o Indonesia üe secıarianism and üıe left-siciness of üıe Durch socalled 'revolutionary' movement
[...].' Wijüoop's veto-right was a limited one aııd no üııger. Semaun mentioned a mandate he had received
from üe PKI for the bıneaıı.D

Meanwhile ıhe Durch Eası lıdies goyenımenç amarçnüy as a result of a decision for slıarper anti_
Communist action, banned üe import of the journal Red Piloı through the mail Iı also took to arresting seamen
found smuggling üe ogan ino Indonesia and üe mortality rate of coııriers was §o high üıaı after a few months
üe ediors decided to give up.

At the foıırüı PKI congless in Juııe I9?4 it was decided to raıısfer üıe party headquaıters from
Semarang o üe chief city of üe colony, Baiavia (now Jakarıa). According to üe leadership üe party had2320
members and üe SR, regarded as a mass-organisation of üe party, some 100,000. Alibasah Winata was elected

'? Statement (wiüout ütle), Comintern Aıçhiveş/PKI Archives (hereafter Comintern/PKl), RCChIDM,
495lI54nOL.

" Joop Morriön, "CPN steunde reis Musso en Tamzil", Politiek en Cultıııu, Jııne 1991, pp. l64s.

'9 H. Maring to üıe Eastem Depanment of üe Comintem and the Profitern, Amsterdam, 29 October
l 924, Comintem/PKI, RCChIDM, 495l $4n35.

a Semaun to üıe Eastern Department ot the Comintern and tiıe Profitern, Moscow, 15 November 19Z,
Comintern/PKI, RCChIDNI, 495/1 54/735.
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as chairmaıı, but five montiıs later he was arested So üe party decided on a ııew congıess of üe PKI and the
SR in December and elecıed Sardjono as new Chairman of üıe party. The relationship benveen üe PKI and üıe
SR remained rather uncleaı. A lot of peasarıts were organised in üe SR, but in 19Z Aliarcham dectared that
peasants were mainly a reacüonary forçe and üe party should concentraıe on üıe proletariaı, in his view üe
workers. So in Decembet 1924 tiıe party decided gradııalty o dissolve the SR.

5 . C omplicated C onııections

Communication waı a very complicated ınauer fc üe Indonesian Communists in exile, for üe Cominterıı, üıe
PKI and the CPN. Ships wiü mail were several weeks on üeir way, sailgs with more confidential leuers had
to find time and oppornınity for contacts. According to Reznüov in April 1925 üıe Fifth Enlarged Plenum of
üe ECCI adopted a ıesoluüon on üe PKt-work in Java without Lnowing the latest PKI congıess deci§ons
concerning the SR. In its resolution üe Fifttı Plenum conclu&d thal "dııring the last two yeats" üe PKI, while
having had some good results, "has noı sufficiently develçed ino a pıııely class proletarian pany" arıd thaı, on
üe other hand, it did not provide the country's general national revolutionary movement wiü slogans which
might have led that movement "along the broad paü of anti-imperiatist sruggle". It called üıe SR an organisation
which had gafted itself onto the Communist Party and "has reırded the larer's gıowth into a pıırely class
prolearian party". The comrades on Java still reg;arded üe naıional revolutionary moyement from üe sıandpoint
of üe 1919, 1920 and 1921 movement for überaıion, when üe anü-imperialist struggle in ıhe East was diıecüy
slimulated by the Ocober Revolution and üe proletarian revolutioııary movement in üe Wesı Owing o üe
geographical isolation of Jaıa and the lack of prop€r cont ıct wiü üe Comintern, üe comrades continued "!o
utilise for Java the slogans of Soviet govenımenç which were useless for üe purpo§e of rallying the national
revolutionary party, üe Saıekat Rakjaı, üe masses of the peasantry and ınban petty boıırgeoisie". The Fifth
Plenum advised sepaıating the SR and the PKt organisationally - "while reaining oıır leadership and while our
members take part in Sarekat Rakjat organisatiors".2t

The Eastern dçutment of üe ECCI sent üıe resolution to Tan lvtalaka, who was at the time Comintem
plenipotentiary for the countries of East Asia The deparrrıent informed the CC of the PKI of its decision o
organise a bureau fu raııslaıing l-enin's works into Lndonesian, which üd not result in pubüshing Lenin's works
in Indonesian.z

The position of the SR became very diffıcult and decisions by üe aııthorities meant in actual fact a
prohibition. The Durch Minister for the Colonies was looking for ways of also banning üıe PKI. The terror
increased. Hadji Misbrch, a devoted Muslim and Communist who led strikes and sugar-workers' resistarıc€
around §olo, was arrested and, wiü his family, exiled o the island of Neıy Guinea. In Jü 1925 üe PKI
leadenhip had begun seriously !o thiıü of organising an insurrecüon in the near fuuıre wiü the aim of seizing
power. The most important meetinş were held in üe town of Prarrıbaııarı in the middle of Java benveen Solo
and Yogjakarta

There is unĞniable eviderpe, that two repr€seııtatives of the PKI, Mıısso and Alimin, were sent to
Moscow o discuss the siuıation and ask for advice and support Accoıding o Rezıikov üey arrived in July 1926
wiü CC mandates to have ıalks with the Comintem Executive. Semaun and Darsono in tatks (in 1959) with Ruth
McVey named mid-June L9?.6 u their date of arrival. This could be tnıe, because üere exists a letter "To üe
Eastern Department of the Comintetrrı", dateıl 14 Jurp 1926, signed 'The Indorıesian delegarcs of üe PKI".B
According to this lerer, "In the month of November, Lg?S, an illegal conference was held at Solo attended by
members of the Cenral Commiüee, representatives of üıe most impğtaııt sections of üe party, Saıskat Rakjat
organisations and repıesentatives of rade uniors o consider the following: a) üıat govemment prohibition of üe

2ı Reznikov, Tlıı Comintern and ılu East,p.I|2. Report o üe Comintern: Conference of üe PKI arıd
the Sarekat Rakjat in Jogialuıta on 1l/16 December l9Z, Comintern/PKl, RCChIDNI, 495l|54n34,

2 "Resoluüon of the Colonial Commission of the Enlarged Plenum of the ECCI on üe work of üe
Communist Paıty in Java", Comintern/PKl, RCChIDM, 495lI63l|U; Reznikov, Tlıe Comiıııern and tlu
Eası, p. 113.

a Mcvey, The Rbe of Indoıwsian Communism, p. 485; Reznikov, The Cominıern and tlıe East, p. 485.

Letıer of the "Indonesian delegaüon of üe PKI" to the Eastern Deparıırıent of üe Comintern, Moscow, 14

June 1 926, Comintern/PKI, RCChIDNI, 49 5 l | 5 4 17 42.
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Saıekat Rakjat has made is naıısfgrııadon ino an independent naıioııal revolutioııary party impossible; b) thaı
üe Sarekaı Islam is toally ruineğ c) ttıaı üe parties aııd üe red trade unions also tıave been forbidd€o.' Apan
from üis peo,ple werp irriated by the banistıment of PKl-Ieaders aııi by tax increases and so üıe confercnce
decided !o prepare "illegally a general suike wiü üıe following demands: the release of all poüücal prisonos;
freedom of the press, şeech aııd asserıbly: a real People's Assembly wiü universal suffrage; a general revi§on
of taxes and lower taıes fc üe poor peasarıt§; a general increase of wages." The conference decided to requesl
support arıd advice for üis plan from ıhe Cominterıı and to send two &legaıes to Moscow "to expliıin üıe
seriousness of the poütical sinıation in lrıdonesia". Objectively - rccording o üe leuer - "üe party feels srong
enough to meet reacıion wiü suong ıesisonce and rebellion. The party's power is demonsraıed by üıe üst
herewith anııgxed" In ıhaı additionat list the total number of PKI and §arekaı Rakjaı mernbers was specified in
towns and regions, üıe membership of different trade unions "under diıect conool of the PKI" was given and
a sıırvey of fonifıcations and baıracks with soldiers. The party beüeved that üere was gıeat discontent in üe
army. According to üe lisı üe party had 8,000 members, üıe SR 100,850 members and üıe PKl-conuolled uade
unions 23,L95 members.

According to Ruth McVey on 22 December L9)5, ı corıclave of PK[-leaders at üe Serrıarang VSTP
headquarters made the finı move towards adopting an illegal position by outlining plans for an uııdergıound
organisation. It seems ıhaı ıhe confereıpe consisted of about eleven top party lead€r§. §ardjoıp operrcd it and
he and oüıer speakers explained thı maıers had rerched a point where it wa!ı necessary o make corrıete plans
for irısıırrection. Saıdjono suggestod üaı üe action begin wiü srikes and culminao in armed violerıce, wiü
atıempts being made to dıaw both the peasarıts and soldiers ino üe revolt on the Communist side. No daıe for
üe insurrection was fixeü Iı had been d€cided ttıaı üıe fırst armed oııbıeak would take place in Padaııg,
headquarten of üe powerful West Sumatraıı Commuııist gıoup, after which violencc would be exıended to Java,
in accordarıce wiü the stratsgy of Tan lvlalaka" The pıırpose was ıo draw Durch forces away from Java and give
üe revolt üere a better chance.a

Alimin and Musso were not pr€sent at thaı Semaıarıg meeting, because üey had left Iııdonesia eaılier.
First üey went, 0o Singapore in order ıo meet more Indonesian Communisıs and discuss üe situalion. They
waited qüte a long time for Tuı il,lataka, who, according ıo Musso, offered all kind§ of pretexS for not coming
to Singapoe aııd in üıe erıd stayed away. In any gaset Tan lvlalaka was awars of üe plans and in leners to üe
Comintern and üe CPN wıote ıhat he did not agıee wiü them. Musso always blamed Tan Malata for not
coming to Singapore and discussing üe mauer.T

6. "People' s Repııblic"

The Comintern had for some time been eager to become berer acqııainted wiıh üe situation in Iııdonesia and
in April/lvlay dişussed serıding a special rcpre§entative. In the lrıdian subsecretariat (6 iriay 19Zi), the
candidanıre of "comrade Thomas" was rejecıed and the candidauıre of 'comıade Miller" was provisionally
accepted. Roy, Darsono and §eınaın wero to have conversations with Miller ıo ascertain his suitability for his
mission. A letter of instructioıs was !o be dıawn up for üıe ıepresentative which, at üe same time, could be seııt
to üe PKI stıould it become impossible o send anyone. At üıe same meeting a speech of üe Communist
member of üe Durch paıliament, Loui§ Leonardus Hendrikus (Louis) de Visser was discıssed, and üe
Information Deparurıenı was instructed to pr€paıe an article for üıe lııprecon on De Visser's speech and üe
aUitude of üe Durch Social Deınocrats to the colonial situaüon. The lnformation Deparrrıent had ıo p[Epaıt
materials much more üooughly than for the Inprecorr, "üıis material üen o be sent to China Japan eıc."6

On 13 May it was decided o send Miller as üe re,presentaıive of the Executive o Indorıesia He was
to leave in two weeks. A program of actiorı for the PKI and insrucdons for üe repre{ıentaüve were to be dıawn
up before his deparnıre. Darsono, Semaun, Voitins§ and Roy were to draw ııp üese documents before

a McVey, Thc Rise of Indoıwsian Communism, pp. 311-313.

5 Letters of P. Bergsma to üıe ECCI, dated 28 May 1926 and 6 June 1926, Cominlern/CPN, RCChIDNI,
495lfi2n0.

6 Minutes of ttıe Indian sub-secretariat, o ..,1]v 1926, Comintern/PKl, RCChIDNI, 495lI54nM.
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üe next meeting of the secretariaı' On 3 June it was decided that üe "draft of comrade Roy" be accçted as
a basis for üe progran, but thaı üe draft pro$aırı be kought before the Presidium "becaı§e üıe divergence of
views is very fundamental". Semaın and Danono were !o write up üeir point of view in as clear and concise
a mıınner as possible for presenation o üe Presidium. From the minutes is not clear what kind of divergeırces
existed. There is a call for a letter criticizing üe past mista&es of tiıe leading tndorrc.siaıı comrad€s regaıding üe
national überation movement, the relationstıip of ıhe PKI wiü the sympaüıetic mass organisaıions and üe leftist
deviation of the Central Commiuee. Ttıis lecer of instnıction is o be given o the representative of üıe ECCI,
who is O make sııre üıat a üorough discussion of üıese questions takes place inside üıe rarıks of üıe prty.a

Ruüı McVey menrioned a leüer from Roy (10 June L926) to Sneevüet infcrrıing him of the Comintern's
concern about üe sitııation in Indorıesia The Comintern üought it so alarming, ıhat it would send one of its own
observers üo flnd out whaı was going on. Communications wiü üe lndonesian party, Roy complained, were
almost non-existent, arıd üıeı9 was good rea§on !o beüeve üat the PKI was under an ultra-left leadership üat
was planning a putsch. This suşicion was supported by lerers ftom Tan l/talata reçeived a montiı before and
by reports from some Javaııese Communiss that Bergsma had sent on to the Comintern.D

Miller did noı leave arıd instead Alimin aıui Musso arrived in Moscow. On 2? July 1926 the fiıst
exchange of çinions took place in üe Eastern Commissiorı. Alimin, Mus§o, Darsono and Semaun ıepre.senod
üe PKI. Alimin said ü,at üıe paıgy confererıce aı Solo had decided thaı ıiıe only effectirıe way of countcring
imperialist repression was a violent offensive o organise an iıısıırrection and thaı they had come !o gain üe
Communist International's sanction for their plan. Roy and Mıırphy raised a lot of questions. Semaun at one
moment declaıed: 'If ıhe Comintern disagless, therp will still be an uprising and a movement, indep€ndent of
üe Communist Party, and üe Comintern witt be weakened ıheıeby." Roy concluded: 'The position is this. The
CC of the Indonesian party has decided in favour of insurrection, and sent two comrades to put this decision
before üe Comintern. The comıade.s mainıain that ttıere is a revolutionary sinıadon. Taking this for grarııed, we
must find out if sufficient preparation has been made so tiıat the party is in a position o lead these forces of
revolution."30

On 29 July Roy started wiü üe remark thaı, after careful examination of ıhe repors and minutes of
previous discussiorıs, he had come to üe conclısion üat some more materials and some more information on
üe whole sitııation were needed. "We must corısider üe case more carefully. Oıır decision should be ctıarac-
terized not by acceptance or rejection of the plan, but by oıır giving exhaııstive poüücal direction to the party
as how the revolutionary disconıent can be mobilized and given organised form, p,repaıatory to üıe eventual
insurrection." The discııssion did not come to any conclusion.3ı

Ruth McVey wnote, based orı an interııiew with Semaun, tiıaı Zinoviev and the other represenatives of
the Tros§ist left encoııraged Mısso arıd Alimin in their projecl for üey werp eager o srengüen üeir
influence among the foreign paıties and o disprove Stalin's contenüon üıı üe time was not prqer for
proletarian revolution in üe Eası Mısso and Alimin, who had as litıle idea of what was going on in Russia as
üe Comintern did of evens in Indonesia weıe at iust aracted by üis supporg but after having absorbed some
advice from their more inowledgeable compatios and seen just what the Soviet siUıaüon was, üey changed
theiı minds about backing tir Trotskyist hoıse.32 Rezıikov meııtioned several meetings between the

Indonesiaıı Communisıs aııd the ECCI. At ıhe fırst oner on 9 August L9?6,itş,as decided to prepaıe a resoluüon

z7 Minutes of the sub.secretariat for India and lndonesia, 13 }vlay 1926, Comintem/PKl, RCChIDM,
495l$4nM.

2E Minutes of üıe national secretarial for India and lndonesia 3 June 1926, Comintern/PKl, RCChIDM,
495l],54n06,

29 Mcvey, The Rise of Indoııesian Coııımunism, p.335.

30 Report of üe üscussion, entitled "Indonşian Conference, Jüy 22,19?5", Comintern/PKl, RCChIDM,
495l|54n42.

3ı The discussion at the meeting of the lndonesian sub-secreuriat, 29luly 1926, ComintemlPKl,
RcchIDM, 495l$4n06.

32 Mcvey, The Rise of Indoıwsian Communism, p. 337
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on üe Indonesian quesüon. The draft was adryted by üe ECCI hesidiıım on 17 Se,ptember. It formulaled üe
task as: to overthrow imperialist and feııdalist tyrarıny; to set up a goyenımenı consisting of exploited peopie
in üıe shape of a "people's repubüc"; to form a natioııal-revolutiqıary bloc and eııstııt üıe prolelariat's poliücal
leadership of iı The Residium session wa!ı attsrıded by Palmiro Togliani, Dmitri lvtanuilskl Ono Kuısinen, Sen
Katayama and Vittorio Codoyilla as well as by all the members of üe Indonesian party delegaüon33

Musso and Alimin deprted for home. Acco,rding o Reznikov on leaving Moscow üey did not infğrn
üe Comintern üaı üey had rp inteııtion of heeding it§ advice; however, "üıeir position was precisely thal Soon
after üe tatk in the Execuüve committee, üıe two men, without coordiııaıing ıheir acüon with üe cominıem,
senı their party Cenual Committee permission to proce€d wiü ttp uprısing that was being pıepareür Musso
and Alimin, howver, declaıed thıı they arrived in Singapoıe in Deceınber L926 aftg üe upising in Irdonesia
had sarted and were arrested After üeir release üey renırııed to Moscow.

7, Tlu uprising

The uprising broke out on Java in November |Y26. Otı üe 12th of thaı monü in Baıavia Communisıs ried to
occupy strategic positions. but after nro days the colonial aııthcities were fully in conrol of the capiıal. [n other
paıts of Java fıghs continued for several weeks. The ECCI p,roclaimed a manifeso on 20 November saying:
"The Communist tnternational welcomes the revolutiorıary stnıggle of the peoples of Iııdonesia and pledges its
complete sup,porl Workers of the woldl Do not permit the Durch imperiati§ıs to drown üıe stnıggle for freedom
of Indonesia in bloodt IIastğn o üıe aid of üe Indonesian fightcrsl Organize mass-meeting§i express your
sympaüy for the insıırıection in Java and pıoıest again§t imp€rialist terru. Organize demonsuations in ft,ont of
the Dutch Embassies aıd Consulates arıd demaıd freedom for thc Indonesian peqle and tho miütary evacııation
of üe colony. Sıırpressed peoples of the worldt The insurreçtionary Indonesiaııs arc your advance guard, they
express üe will io freedom which is your coııımon property. Do everything in yoıır power to sııpport üem in
your struggle."§

In üe Nettprlands on 16 November, only one day after the first news-items about an insurrection tud
reached üe Neüerlands, De Tibwıe (the CPN daily) printed already an appeal co-sigrıed by the CPN ard the
trade-union Neüerlands laboıır Syndicaıe (Nedertaıüs Arbeids Syıüicut, NAS) of which Sneevüet was
chairman. The appeal was entitled "The Warning Shot". Here is an excerpu "It i§ deliberaı€ deceit o şpeak" as
does üe boıırgeois press, of a Communist plot It is noı a quesüon of a small number of persons, but of a rising
resisıance from üe peçle. Deceit which has to creato an aurıoşhere to jusüfy new üolenı counter-mcaıııııps;
deceiı, which will prevent a corı€cı judgemenı of üe nauıre of ıhis first big ıesisunce on Java."5 The CPN
and NAS sent a telogıaın to ıhc goy€rntr_general (ıhe highes Durch goveınmğıt-ofEcial in lndorıesia) declaring
that üey considered üe insurrection on Javı "a result of the mismarıagemenı of üe former governor-geııeral
Fock, who had resigııed. The provocative atinı& of the auüorities had caıısed üıese expıessions of deşerate
resisunce. Those really gııilty are the fgıııer goverııor-general and his advis€r§."'

On 22 Noveınber stared the §evenü Enlarged ECCI Plenum started. Iı was ağerıd€d by Sunaın and
De Visser. The Czech delegaıe, §meral, speaking for üe ECEI, criüsiz€d üe CPN for iıs sııpposedly inadeqııate
reaction to üe insıırrection and fc zuggesting that the revolı was provüed by üe government of the Durch East
Indies: "We art infcırıed ıtıı üıe Party eyen ıolerates in is midst a reııd of thoughı implying üat üe great ma§ı
uprising in Java was üe work of provcaterırs." MoıEover he suggasted üat üe party had remained passive arıd
only proposed a mixed invcsügation commiuee (including Social Derıocraıs) be sent to Javı De Visser rejected

33 Reznikov, Tlıc Cominıern aııd ılw Eası, pp. 12Os.

y 
lbid.

'5 Morriğn, Infuııcsiö los van Hollaıü, p. 57. On page 53 I posed üıe question of wheüer a paıt of üıe
confusion wz§ noı a result of üe Comintern progam itself. The constiüıüon said that üıe goal of üe
Comintern was by all means, including armsr !o fight for tiıe downfal| of üe intemaıional boıırgeoisie and
the founding of an International Soviet Repubüc.

16 lbid., p. 56.
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üe accusation of pa§yiçy, but also saiü "How dit it happen ıhaı üe Durch party did not immediately take up
a sharp and correct staııdpoinı? When üe fırst repors concerning üe uprising were r€ceived, üe Party was of
üe opinion üıat üis was anoüıer provoked struggle. But once üe Party realizad üat üe Javaııese workers had
actually started aıı armed uprising, it üd everything in is power !o support them." De Visser moreover reminded
üe ECCI üat üıe Orguıisaüon Bııreau of the Comintgrı itself had helped draw up üe minimum program of
demands for Indonesia, which üe cpN had p,resented wheıı the revolt broke oulı

Obviously üere tıad been some discussion among üe CPN leaders. Sneevliet, who was secreıary of ttıe
Colonial Commission of the CPN, wrcte a leuer to üe Comintem wiüout consulting Bergsma. He summed up
several demarıds aııd strongly recommeıuied serıding De Visser, who had been a member of parliament since
lvIay 1925, to Java to ıake paıt in a committee of investiguion.39 It seems thaı, in the Comintern, especially
üe words "desperate resistance" in the ıelegram CPN and NAS sent io üe governer-general were critisized.
Bergsma blamed Sneevüet, who tıad drafı€d the telegnm, for üıose words. He had ıelephoned the draft text !o
Bergsm4 who did not agree - as he wrote to the Comintern - with these words.{ Personal relations in üe
cenral committee were srained for some time for several reasoı§. At üe end of November 1926 sneevliet left
the Cennal Commiuee arıd, in L927,the party. He was replaced as s€cretary of the Colonial Commission he was
replaced by Gijs van Munster, who tıad worked as a ıeacher in Indonesia was expelled n L923 arıd lnew
leading Indonesian Communiss personally.'ı

The 1926 uprising was dramatic, tragic aııd heroic and is lmked upon a§ a milesıone in the histcy of
üe PKI and Indonesia. D. N. Aidit (from 1950 to 1965 leader of the PKI) in speechas conceming üe party's
history dealt several times with üe ııprising. He said: "The üs€ase of 'Irft_wing Communism', wiü which the
Party was afflicte( did indeed convert it ino a s€cL It isolated üe Party ftom üe bıroad masses of the people
and üus made it easier for üıe baıbaric colonial power o smash üıe Party [...]. The 1926 revolt ended in defeaı
for üıe PKI and üe revolutionary lndonesian peqle. But üere is one üing which cannot be forgotten and üat
is that this revolt showed the Indonesian people that üe Dutch could be thrown into confusion, üıat colonial
power could be shaken; tiat üis power was not eternal. Thi§ is why üe 1926 revolt was of exceptionally great
significance in raising the political consciousness of üe Indonesian people.'(z

8. PKI Banned

After üe 1926 insurrection üe PKI was banned, several Communists were hanged and 13,000 arrested;
üousands of them deported to the far away island of New Guinec wheıe they weıe imprisoned in the camp
Boven-Digoel, still a noıorioıı§ name from üose days. §ince üe PKI could no longer work legally, its relatiors
wiü the cominıern became even mort p,robleınuic. Leaders sırch as Musso, Alimin, §emaun and Darsono were
in exile in Moscow and Tan Malaka was somewhere in Asia All weıe active, alüough at ıhaı time Tan lvlalaka
had most probably already broken with üıe Cominterıı. lrl IYn, rnay be even in 19?.6, Tan Mataka had

established his own party, üıe People's Party of tndorıesia (Parni Rüjaı lııfuııesia; PARI), which amcked the
Comintern. Musso, Semaun and Darsono visited üe NeüerIands rather frequeııüy. Semaıın had actııally already
travelled o the Netherlands in üe middle of November |926 for consulıations with the cental commiuee of
üe CPN and wiü üe lndonesian student organisation Association Indonesia (Perhimpuıan Indoncsia; PI).

At üe beginning of üıe npentie.s üe Indorıesian student organisation, founded in 1908 mainly as arı
organisation for social contacıs, chose ıo support naüonal independencc and resisunce against Durch colonialism.
It changed is original name,Indian Associaon (Iıüisclıe Vereenighg),ınüo Perhimpıııun lıfunesia and called

36 Mcvey, The Rise of Indoıwsian Communism, p. 348.

39 H. Sneevüet to N. Bırcharin, M. Roy and A. Losovski, Amsterdam, 17 November 1926, Comin-
tern/CPN, PCChIDNI, 495ln2n0.

oo P. Bergsma üo the ECCI, l December 1926, Comintern/CPN, RCChIDM, 495lfl2nl.

4ı About üe life of Gijs vaıı Munsten Joop Morriön, "Gijs van Munster (1883-1945). Strijder tegen

kolonialisme en fascisme" , Cahkrs over de geschiedenis van de CPN, no. 10 (1985), p. 115.

o2 D. N. Ajüt, Prablems of ıhe Indoncsian Revoluıbn (Djakarta, 1963), pp. 69,'7|.
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is organ lııdoııesia Merdckı (Free lııfuıuşıo).43 The PI became more radicalised and in 1925 seııt "a resolution
of suppc,t" to üe Comintern Executive, whicb said üıe orgEııisation supportcd thc Comintcrn trcücs concorning
üe national überaüon movemenl Indonesian stıdonts, such as lwa Kusumasumanri, travclled to Moscow to
study politics. Howev€r, üe relaüoınhip betıı,een üe PI and üe Comintern, üe PKI and üıe CPN develqed
some twis§ and nıms u the end of the nvenües.

In Novernber 1926, obviously withoıt consulting üe Cominterıı, the PKI c the CPN, Semaun submittcd
to Mohammad Haua, ıhen chairınaıı of the P[, an 'organizatioııal plan for oıır natioııal movement" involving the
formation of a new nationalist party in Indonesia after the anrıihilation of the PKI. tlatta rejected üis plan and
submiüed his own ideas, which resulted in a converıtion signed by Haua and Semaurı on 5 Deceırıber 1926."
The Comintem and boü parties were asıonistıed. The ECCI condemned Semauıı's acrion as capiolationisı On
the oüer hand the Dutch governmenı rccused the PI leaders of connectiors wiüı the Comintern and on 27
September 1927 arrested llaıta, Pamonqialç Ali Sasuoamidjojo aııü AMut iviadjid. After half a year of cıstody
all foıır were acquitteü6

The Durch govenıment was obvioısly very worried by the developments in Indonesia and instructed
the "General Criminal (Detective) Foıce" under üe Auorney General of the High Court of Jusüce in tiıe
Neüıerlands Fası Indies o investigaıe ücoughly all exnemist" Communist and natiorıalist acüviües. In 1927
üere appeared - top secret arıd for ruuicted disribtıtion - the first of a series of "political police re,ports"
compiled by üe General Criminal Force. The report§ weıe based on article.§ in the press arıd decisions by the
Comintern, ttıe PKlJeaders, the CPN, the hofiterrı uıd Indonesian nationalist prties, but also on reports from
spies in varioıs organisations.s

9. Tlıe Sixth Cominıern Congress

A deleguion of üıe PKI participated in üe Sixü Congress of üe Comintern in August 1928. This Congress
predicted - in renospective wıongly _ üıe gıowth of proletariaıı revolutions uıd in so doing created a gap benveen
the Communists and the nuional democras and üe bourgeois-nationaliss.

The PKI delegation was composed of six Communists, some using pseudonyms. In hisoriography there
exists a di.fference of opinion as to üe composition of üe delegation. Katıin mainıained, üat Tan Malaka
participaıed under the pseudon}4n 'Alphoııso" and stıarply critisized Bııkiıarin. Po€ze, however, stated that Tan
Malaka was not pre.serıt, but that some historians mistalceııly decidd that "Alphonsoo was ho.'?

Aı the Congıess Musso was elected o the ECCI, while Semaıın was ıpt re+lecteü Darsono was elected
as a candidate-member. According to Poeze Tan }vialaka although noı presenı, was also elected as a caııdidao-
member. But according o uıother pubücation üe person in quastion wa!ı not Tan ivlalaka but a Souıh Africaıı
delegate catled ivialakka tt is hardly ütely indeed thaı ıhe PKI was allowed two caııdidate§.{

In the aftermaıiı of üe Sixü Congıçss a discıssion was started in üıe Durch Communist press (as this

o' John Inglesor\ Perhimpıııuıı lııfuııesia aıü ılıe lııdoıusiaı Nuioıulist Mwemenı 1923-1928 (Monastı
papers on souüı-east Asia, no. 4, Lns).Ingleson refers to official records in the aıchives of üe former
Netherlands Colonial Minisıery.

g 
For üe full tert of boüı staıements, w ibid,, pp. 8G85.

'5 lbid., p. 61. Ali Sastoamidjoiı in his memoirs Milestoncs on my jowııey (Queensland, 1979)
described his time in jail. He suggests (p. 35) üaı Dutch police in lndonesia recovered üe secret suıtements.

46 Harry Poeze (ed.), Poliıiek-politioneele overzichıen vwı Nefurlaııdsch-Iııdiö, Deel I (1927-1928) (The
Hague, |982), Deel II (]929-]930) (Dordrecht, 1983), Deel III (193I-1934) (Dorüecht, 1988). The reports
were made up to 1938. Part IV is in preparation.

o7 Kahin, Nationalism and Revoluion, p. 85; Poeze, Tan Malatca, p. 357, I saw in the PKI arçhives the
credentials for üe delegaüon. "Alphorıso" ü..j not give his real narne, but gave his age as 22, PKI member
since 1925 and student.

o8 Horst, Schumacher, Die Kommınistisclu Inıerrıaıioııale 1919-1943 @erln, 1989) contains a list wiü
members and candidate-members elected For 1928 it mentions Malakka (two k's) for Souü Africa"
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I

wı§ a legal possibiüty) about üe coıırse of the Indonesian revolution. Boü Indorp§iarı and Durch Commıırıists
participated in this discussiorı. Points of difference were, wheıher an Indonesian rıational boıırgeoisie existed and
what should be üe auinıde towards the naıionalist organisations. The Cominterrı published a resolution as did
üe CPN congress in 1929. The resoluüons stıarply criticized üıe Social Democraıs for not demanding immediate
freedom for Indonesia and üe colonial peoples in general. A cıiticism tiuı by üe way, was also made by
Hağa49 In the parliamenıary elecüors of |929 Darsono had üıe second place behind De Visser on üe CPN
list, Musso üe fourttı and Alimin üıe siıüı. The CPN asked üıe Cominterrı for a gramophone record wiü üe
voices of Alimin and Musso o ııse in üe elecüon caıııpaign.so

In |927 üe Irıdonesian Natiorıalist Party (Parıai Nasioııal lııdoınsia; PNf) was established in Indonesia
soon wiü Süamo as is most outstaııding lead€r. Aidit pointed out üat, as üeir party was forbidden, PKI cadıes
and members joined üe PM and oıher mass organisatiorıs. At üe time ttpre was not yet a new central PKI
leadership. In his activities Sukamo sometimes refered to }vtarxism and developed üıe idea of cmperation
between nationalism, Islam and }vlarxism. Relatiorıs between the Comintern and the nationatist movement§, not
only üe lndonesian ones, b€came strained after üe Sixü Comintem Congıess.

For some time the Irague against Colonialism and Imperialism had been in contact wiü some
coıınterpaJts in Indonesia The PI, except for a stıort interval, participated in üe League.sı

10. TlB Mı.ısso-Darsoııo Cordlict

A conflict arose ünong the Indorıesian Communist leaders, which ended wiü üıe expulsion of Daısorıo from
the Comintern in December 1930. In 1929 Darsono had ravelled to Berlin, where he stayed arıd ştablished
contact wit}ı naıionalists in Indonesiıı He complained about not receiving any expense§ fıom üe Comintern. In
March 1930 Musso sent !o üıe Eastern Departrıent a "short summary of articles" wriuen by Daısono for four
Indonesian papers: "ihe Darmoııkıııfo, the organ of üe toyal nationalist organisaıion Bııdi-Uruomo, in the
Bintang Timur, üe organ of the petty boıırgeois Parada-Haralap, n ıhe Percla Serlaıan (Souüem Sumatra),
edited by üe former SI leader Braıanata; and the Persatııaıı lııdonesia, üe periodical of ttıe Paıtai Nasional
Indoıusia." In üose aıticles Darsorıo was, for instance, indulsing in polemics against üe opinion that üıe native
bourgeoisie was gıowing. Musso wrote tiıııı "üıe best way ıo cııre him of his wıong conception, which can lead
to serioıs oppornınism, is o make his relations with the Comintern closer, o foıçe him ıo wrio articles not orüy
in üe Indonesian papers, but also in ıhe Dıırch and German Communisı p4pers, so üat we can control him more
closely. I am sıııe thaı he will refiıse io come !o Moscow, üerefore he must be obliged !o become a member
of the CP of Germany."52

At the reque.st of Musso üe poütical secretary of üıe CPN, Cees Schalker, yisit€d Daısono in Berlin.
He talked to him fc a long time - as he wrote to Mus§o _ but Darsono "b€came very ang5y and sated that
Faüıer [i.e. Moscow] has entiıely neglected not only him but also TJVI. [Tan l\,talatal. Bqsidqs he is not in agıee-
ment wiü üe poücy of Father at home." Schalker conçluded, ıhaı "business is not so good as we have expected
and we shall have to take urcffiıl steps to prevent oıır brotiıer from taking wrcng step§."s3

In a letter to Alimin (ll tvtay 1930) Darsono mentioned that he wııote a lot of articles for Indonesia
he coııld not write quio openly, but readers would understaııd him. "Comrade iviaııovaı tMusso] may write for

n'J*p Morriön, "Kanttekeningen bij twee documenten over Indonesiğ", Cahiers over fu geschiedenis
van de CPN, no. 2 (|979), p. 7; Mohammad Hatta, Verspreidc Gesclvifıen (Jakana and Amsterüm, 1952),
pp.445449.

5o Morriön, "Telegrammen üt de Tweede Wereldoorlog", p, 253.

5ı R. T. J. van Vugı, "Het belang van de liga tegen imperialisme, tegen koloniate overheersing en voor
natiorule onafhankeüjkheid in de snijd voor de onafhankeüjkheid van lndonesiL. |927-|930" (unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation, Amsıerdam, 1987).

52 Musso, Information to üe Easterrı Deparrnent of üe ECCI, zzlvlıIch 1930, Comintern/PKl,
RCCIüDM, 495l\54n52.

" Cees Schalker !o Musso in Moscow, Amsterdam,4 April 1930, Cominiem/PKl, RCChIDM,
495lI54n52.
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l0 years in üe papers published in Holland, which aıe noı read by oıır peoples, and I wiil wriıe artıcles which
look oppornınistic for üıe Indonesian papers. You will see who will work betıer arıd more frııiıfully, aiüough
comrade Maııovar is writing 100 percent tı4arxist anicles." Darsono tried o publish his own daily, which
certainly would not have been 100 percent ivtanıist "One has to be flexible."g

On 26 December 1930 üe Presidium of üıe Comintern (lnsovski, Kolarov, Weinstone, Manuilski,
Kaayama Tschau-Piao, Ferrat, Bğla Kun, Musso, Piatnitski, Chiüaıov, Sıalin arıd Kuusiııen) decided to expel
Daısono from the ranks of üıe Comintern. It said that over the yeaıs Darsono had adopted an outspokenly
opportunistic view, maintaining üıat it was necessary to cooperaıe wiü üe lndonesian nalional reformists and
üat, since a national boıırgeoisie did not eist in Indonesia, here was no base fc reformism. Dııring üe
conference of ttıe anıi_imperialist Leagııe (in Franif,urt) Darsono tıad refused to criticise naıional-reformist
leaden. He had concentrated on woking arnong siudents and neglected workers and sailos. Daısono had ke,pt
saying thaı he agıeed wiü üe Cominıerıı, but he had looked for a way of üving as a petit boıırgeois.Js

|n |932 üe ECCI again analysed the evenıs n L926r27 in Indorıesia arıd, according to Runikov, made
important recommendations. According !o him it had come to üıe conclusion thaı üe uprisings of,I926D'I tıad
not been defeated only by Dutch terroı but also by üe treachery of üe naıional-reformist boıırgeoisie. Neither
üe SI nor any oüer natiorulist organisations, the ECCI sressed, had done anyüıing to defend populaı interests
from the onslaught of imperialism. It put forward the aim of overtiırowing üe rule of Dutch imperialism and
aıtaining full independence. It recommended demanding üe organisaıion of a worker-peasanl government of
Indonesia on üe basis of councils (soviets), as well as üıe confiscation of all land belonging O imperialists, land-
owners and usuren for üe benefıt of the peasarı§ arıd ıhe workers.56

The CPN, aı is December congress in 1932, adopted a resolution on lndonesia In üıe poüce report§
special attenüon is devoted to thaı resoluüon, becaıse it called upon Durch Communists to soengüen üıeiı
solidariıy wiü üe PKI and üe Indonesian independence movement and emptusize üıe slogan "Indonesia, ftee
ttom Holland now".57 The Soviet hisoriarı g. P. 7ıPızıikova even cailed üe resoluüon a "nırning point" in
the activity of the CPN concerning the Indonesian problem and pointed out that üıe resoluıion was drafted in
consultation wiü üıe Comintern. ln his memoirs Paul de Groot also stressed in his memoirs tiıe significarıce of
üat resolution, neglecting, however, what had been done in the nıenties.56 The Comintern insruced the French

g 
Samin [i.e. DarsonoJ o Olr3a ti.e. Alimin] in Moscow, Frankfurt, 11 tvlay 1930, Comintern/PKl,

RcchIDNI, 495ll54n52.

55 Resoluüon of üe ECCI Presidium about the exclusion of Darsono, 26 Decernber 1930, Comin-
tern/PKI, RCChDM, 495nlB7. The CPN complained üı it had not been inforrıed beforehand The parry
did not object o üe expulsion, but complained that it could complicaıe is recenüy established contacs with
üe nationalists. Cees Schalker o the Comintern, Amsterdam,28 lvlarch 193l, Comintem/CPN, RCChIDM,
495l|72n8, He wrote among oüer üings: "The necessity for his exclısion has for a long time been becom-
ing cleaıer and clearer. But his exclusion NOW, now üe CPN has succeeded in estabüshing a serioıs
contact wiü a number of [ndonesian nationalis§ from üıe PM, may perhaps result in üıese contacts, which
were estabüshed with very great diffıculty, being seriously weakened again."

56 Reznikov, Tlu Cominıern aıü ılu Eası, p. |27.

57 Poliiek-politioııeel Overziclııen,Itr, p. 26l. The police wrote: "The CPN will have !o propagaüe t}ıe

slogan 'Indonesia, free now' constanüy and systemuically and support the revolutionary action among the
'Indonesian' workers in Holland and üe work of the 'lndonesian' Communiss in üe Neüerlands and 'In-
donesia', and wiüı all iıs strength furtiıer üe recovery and üe maximum reinformcement of the PKI." The
word Indonesia was written in quoation marks, because üıe colonial auüorities did not use it and always
refened to ttıe "Netherlands Indies" or just üe "[ndies". Politiek-politioneele Overzichten aü several places
also noıed that üırough Dutch, and eşecially Indonesian sailors, üere was a connection wiü Indonşia.

5t Paul de Groot, De derıiger jaren ]930-1935 (Amsterdam, 1965). He did not expücitly mention üe
congTess, but wıote about a change in üe utenıion being paid to Indonesia. E. P. Zalaznikowa, Raboöij
klass i nacionalno-osvobodiıel'ınje dwiğenie v Indonezü (Moscow, 1971). In Rıssian üere aıe other sodies,
as e.g. A. B. Belenklij,Ideologija nacioruılno-osvobodiıel'nogo dwiğenia v lıüonezii 1917-1942 (Moscow,
1978).
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dally l' Humanitğ,lhe Americaıı and üe British Düly Workır and the Berlin ioıe Falıne to pubüsh üe full text
of the resolution, appaıently as a kind of internauonal guideline. The CPN decided o puı several Indorıesian
Communists on üe election lisı for üe paıliamentary election in April 1933, among oüers chairman Saıdjono,
who was imprisoned in Boven_Digul, Alimin and Rustam Effendi, üıe chairman of the Perhimpıııan
Indoııesia.59

Shortly before üe elections, on 5 February 1933, lndonesian sailors, supporıed by a number of Durch
ones, mutinied on the naval cruiser "De Zeven hovinciğn", an event that for one or nro days was world news
of gıeater impact than üe rise to power of Hitler. The background of üe muntiny was a wage-conflict, but
nationalist sentiments played a paıL The mutiny ended in a mı§szıcre, when "De Zeven Proünciğn" was bombed
by a Durch warplane. ln some hisorical publicatioru üe muüny is, wiüout aııy basis, described as a sinister
Comintern conspiracy.o

In üe elecüon üıe CPN increased is seaıs from two to foıır and Rustam Effendi was üe iırst - an4
before the second wold-war, remained the only - lndonesian to be sworn in as member of parliamenı From thaı
time onwards an lndonesian Communist was in the Durch parliament to defend üe lndonesiarı people's right to
self-determination.6ı

l1. Musso's lllegal Tnp

The main conc€rnr however, was to estabüsh a Communist Paıty organisation in lndonesia. In 1932 a foreign
department of üe PKI (Bıııo lııar ııcgei PıKI) was formed in üe Nethertarıds. The memben' names were not
pubüshed, but from üıe Comintern aıchives I leamed that üey werp Rustam Effendi, üe student Abdul }ı{adjid,
an un-named Indonesian in Berlin (perhap§ üe snıdent Setyadjit) aııd üıe Durch Communists Gijs van Munster
and Alex de Leeuw. The depaıuıent produced press-reteases and also senı ivtarıist üteraore o Indonesia@

In }vtarçh 1934 the foreign departrrıent publisircd a long statement, calling iself 'foreign deparıırıent PKI,
section of the Comintern'. The department was given a consütution in the coıırse of 1933. According o ıhis
consdnıdon it was to be "composed of tndonesian Communiss outside Indorıesia". Furtlrer, üe constiuıtion said
that building up the PKI and a central leading organ in Indonesia were "morg üan ever an imperative
necessity."63

In 1934 in üe youü orgarıisation Indonesiarı YouıIı (Iıüoncsia Mııda\ in Indonesia there was gıeat
interest in ivtarxism. J. H. Philippo, a Dutch illegal Communist working as an employee in the harbour of
Tandjong hiok, was one of üe peçle üıough whome pamphlets were sent to lndonesiaa Refening o
building up the PKI can be soen as a hint abouı üe coming illegal rip Musso was to make ıo Indonesia The
prepaıations for üıat trip had to be very üıorough and had already been started in 1933 by the Durch secüon of
the Comintern depaıtrıent of international relations. Apaıt from Mı§so, Tamzil, a law snıdent in the Netherlands
and member of üe PI, also navelled o Indonesia o assist hiın. Musso, most pfobably ravelling wiü an
Australian passporl anived on 16 June 1935 in Indonesia and chose as a base for his operation üe big seapon

59 Morrien, "Telegrammen uit de Tweede Wereldoorlog", p, 253.

s On üe mutiny, see J. C. H. Blom, De ııaıiıerij op dc Zıven Provinciön @ussum, 1975). Some time
ago L. de Jong describ. i - basing this on a book pubüshed in 1957 by Richard Kıebs - üe mutiny as a
Comintern conşiracy, but he changed his opinion in 1984. L. de Jong, Het Koniııbijk der Ne&rlanden in
de Tweede Wereldoorlog, Deel I : Voorspel, pp. 160-16l; Deel I1a: Nederlands-Indil I, p. 363.

uı Saıdiono and Alimin were higher on üe elecüon üst, but were not allowed to come O the Nether-
lands, so Rustam Effendi took the seaı.

u2 Morrien, "CPN steunde reis Musso en Tamzil", p. 165.

63 "Position of the foreign department of the PKI wiü reference to üe decisions of the XItr plenum of
üe ECCI", Comintern/PKl, RCChIDM,49 758.

s J. H. Philippo was arrested in September 1936 and after one yeaI in prison deported in Seprcmber
1937. With his Indonesian wife, Raden Soekaesü, who had been detained in Boven-Digul for three yean
(|927-1931^), he settled in üe Netherlands.
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ciry of Surabaja- He started o form a circle of friends from üe magazıne lııfuıusia Berdjoang (Fighting
Indonesia). Under a pseudonym he even published some anicles. The chief+ditor, Pamudji, a member of üe
nationalisı Indonesiarı Party (Partindo), joined üıe üegai PKI after having been for ninE monüs in jail for a
press misdemeanour. Iııfuıuşia Berdjoang was kept alive wiü money from ıhe Comintern. Iı also marıaged to
snn iıs own printing-offi@, which, for instance, illegally printed 8 trar§lation of the 1932 CPN rpsoluüon about
Indonesia-

Tamzil contacted a number of people fıom nationalist parties and şoke to them about his }vlarxist
views. He also had meeungs wiü representaüves of üe PARJ. Active in üıe youü organisagon Infuncsia Mııda
üere were memben not only of üıe PARI but also memberVsympaüıizers of üe PK[, many of whom hardly
knew üe difference between üe two organisations or corsidered it as irrelevanl Musso was yery critical of üıe
PARI, which he labelled "Trotskyist" and aracked sharply in letters and articles, but he had no objection o
Tamzil's talks. Boü Musso and Tamzil contacted üe Association of the People's Youüı (Persotııan Pemııda
Rakjaı Indonesic; Perpri), more radical tlıarı lrıdoncsia Mııda, and won over üe ctıairman Sıınarmarı for üe ideas
of the PKI.

Musso and Tamzil remained in touch with üe CPN in the Neüıerlands through letters to covering
addıesses and tfuough coııriers. The informaıion was sent o üe CPN representative in Moscow, Anlon Suuik,
who, if necessary, informed üe hçsidium c ttıe Eastern Department of the Cominterıı. Mısso had left befce
the Seventh Congress of üe Comintern (July 1935) which brought about a big nırnabout in Communist poücy
and in üıe Comintern's attiEıde towaıds üe naıional organisations. Musso wrote (obviously in answer to a
quesüon) üaı he understood üe "Popular Fıont Poücy" and was already applying it Tarnzil also wrote tiıat
Musso was applying üe new policy correcüy. Musso explained the Communist aıürıde o small circles and his
most importarıt partrıers became Pamudji, Achmad Sumadi, Djokosudjono, Ruskak, Dulamowo and Sri
Siıilarang.6

In one way or anoüer üe Political lnformation Deparunent (Politiekı Inliclııingen Dienst; PID) came
to Lnow about Musso's presence. He left Surabaja for a nearby village, but after some time it was üought bettor
for him to leave Indonesia alogeüer. He departed from lndonesia on l1 }vlay 1936 and via Bali, Hongkong and
Shanghai arrived in Moscow. In a report o üe Comintern he mentioned that only thıee of the illegal leading
body of seven per§oı§ he had formed were still really active. He did not give ııatnes, but described the social
backgrounds of üe seven. In several pars of Java illegal PKI gıoııps were acıive. As for communicatiorı with
the outside world, the channel üırough Holland was still üe most impotarıı one, but a second should be
established through Shanghai and Vladivostok. The Indonesian comrades in Moscow and the Netherlands stıould
be examined a§ ıo theif sütability in order to send üem as soon ı§ possible o lndonesia for üe strengüening
of üe cadres. "We need üem as a coıınterweight to ıhe nationalist elemen§."6

ln Ocober 1936 Achmad Sumadi and Djokosjudjono made a tip o PKI groups in üe middle of Java-
Achmad Sumadi went üo Baıavia o consoüdate a youü grcup, but in December 1936 he was aırested That
meant a new blow to üe illegal cenral leaderstıip, even üough Pamduji was not arrested.fl

The Communists in naıionalist organisations agioted fo a United Popular Front against üıe Japaııese
danger and üıe slogarı "Indonesia, free from Holland rpw" was no longer in üe foregıound. They suported a
peütion by üe member of üıe People's Council (Volksıad), Sutardjo, for a conference about üe funıre poütical
(state) relations between the Netherlands and Indonesia.c

The CPN decided on üe same policy. On 15 }vtay 1937 Musso reported on discussions he tıad had wiü
üe Durch po[tical bureau. The foreigrı dçarınıent of üe PKI was to be set up in Paıis, meeıings were to ıake

u5 Letters of Musso and Tamzil in CominternıPKl. As !o names and places wricen in a code of figııres,
see Morriön, "CPN steunde reis Musso en Tamzil", pp. 167s.

tr "Bericht über meine Arbeit in lndonesien", Comintern/PKl, RCCIüDNI.

6'Morriğn, "CPN steurıde reis Musso en Tamzil", p. 168. On üe new PKI, see tlarry P@ze, "The PKI-
MUDA |936-1942", Kabar Seberang, No. 13-14 (Townsville, 1984), pp. 157-I'76.

6t De peıiıie Soetardjo (-eiden, |937); Congres 1938. Commınisıisclıe Partij van Nederland. Redevoe-
ringen en besluiten (Amsterüm, s.a.). L. de Visser spoke about lndonesia and the peüüon. Perhimpunan
Indoıusia devoted a special anniversary, issue to üe darıger of Japan: "Iıı,donesia", Jıbileumnummer uitge-

7even ıer gelegenheid van heı 3l-jais besıaaıı van Perhimpunaıı Indonesia 1908-1939 (Leiden, 1938).
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place in Brussels. Musso was responsibte fu activities boü in- and ouside Indonesia; supported by üe poütical
bureau of üe CPN, he was responsible ıo üis bııreau.O

Concerning üıe Popular Front Aidit wTote: "On üe initiative of a few left-wing naıionalists and a few
Communiss a legal peqle's organisation called üe Movement, of üıe Indorıesiarı People (Geralan Rüjaı
Indoıwsia: Gerindo) was formed. The formatiorı of Gerindo gave ne\y strengü o üıe naıiorıal indcpendence
movement and üe anti-Fascist movemenL On üe initiative of the Gerindo and some other democratic parties.
üe Indonesian Political Unon (Gabungan Politik Indone.şıo; GAPI) was set upi this was a united fronı of panies
which aimed aı the creation of a parüament for Indonesia and which offered co-operation o the Durch
government o resist Fascism, in particulaı Japarıese Fascism, which was ttııeatening üıe Asiarı peoples."7o At
üe CPN congress in 1938 üıe slogan "Indoıpsia, free from Holland now" was no longer in üe center of
Indonesian poücy; üe main idea was to protect lndonesia from Japanese Fascism by giving certain democraıic
rights. For ıhe PI this also became the main poütical course. In üe Netherland§ üis policy was intemıpted for
a period after the Ribbenrop-Molotoy pact in August 1939Jı Some time after üe German occupation of üe
Netherlands üe poıpular Front agairst Fascism was üe main goal again and üıe pI participaıed in üe Durch
resistance movemenL

In Indonesia ıhe (illegal) Communist Aıııir Sjarrifıüin played an importarıt role in the Gerindo and the
GAPI. The Communist gıoup led by Pamudji and some others was arresıed in iv{aıch 1943. Widarta üıen ıook
the place of Pamudji.?2 During üe Japanese occupation üere was no contact between the Indonesian
Communists and üe Comintern. The lndonesian Communiss plaued an active part in the movement for üe
proclamation of üe lndonesian Republic on 17 August 1%5.

o9 Morriğn, "CPN steurıde reis Musso en Tamzil", p. 169.

70 Aidiı, Problens of tlw lııdoıusian Revoluıbn, p. 76

?ı Morriğn, Infuıuşiö los van Hollaıü,p. 103; W. F. S. Pe|t Vrede door revolutic. De CPN tijdens lwl
Molotov-Ribbenırop Pacı (1939-1941) (Ilıe Hague, 1990) pp. 162s.

'2In May 1965 the Instinırc for üe history of the PKI in a limited way distributed for discussion the

draft of a cyclostyled manıscript "Sedjaratı 45 tahun PKI" ğhe hisory of 45 years PKI). It was - and is -
süll confidenüal. It could never be published, because in October 1965, when Suharto started his bid for
power, many PKlJeaders were murdered and the party banned.

v
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