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The Comintern and the Chinese Communist Party: An Overview and Sources

The rise to power of the Chinese communist movement has shaped üe history of China for most

of the twentieth cenrury. Almost from the founding of the Chinese Communist Pany (CCP) in

1920 to its seizure of state power in 1949, is struggle with the Guomindang (GMD, Nationalist

P*y) dominated the domestic stage of Chinese politics. The main elements of this story arc well-

known buı üe period of reform in China launched in 1978 has been accompanied by üe release of

an unprccedented ıımount of new documentation üat has enabled a refinement of key components

of üe story. This newly available documentaüon shows how the CCP interpreted üe revolution in

which it was participating, how it devised policies to meet üe changing circumstances, how üıese

wer€ coınmunicated boü to party members and to üıe public at large and how it dealt wiü its

complicated relationship with üe Comintem. The message wı§ not always the same, not even for

party members. How much one was enütled !o know or which particular inıerprctaüon of an event

one wı§ entiüed to see depended on party rank This hastily written paper will address three issues.

First, it will discuss some general problems in üe relationship between the Comintem and üe

ccp; secondly, it will seek to provide a more deıailed overview of üe relationship (clearly this

cıınnot be complete given üe scope and complexity of the relationship); and thirdly some of the

key sources will tıe presented.

The Comintern and the CCP: Some General Observationsl

During the iıfties, üe assumption that üe CCP was under the tutelage of Moscow led to attempts

to see Comintem influence on the CCP in earlier phases of üe revolution. It was not difficult to

flnd.2 Indeed some westem scholars saw the destruction of the fint united front in china as

amounting to a failure of Soviet policy or even more particularly that of Sıalin himseif.3 Interestin-

gly, üis is also üe conclusion of more recent scholanhip by historiarıs in the People's Republic of
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China.a In terms of Westem scholanhip, üe work of Schwartz has stood out, as an exception.

While he acknowledged the debt owed by the Chinese cornrnunists to Bolshevik üeory and

organization, he was aware of tradiüonai influences arıd üe "originaiity" of Mao Zndong and his

supporters üat was of increasing imponance after |927.s The indigenous elements that had gone

into Chinese communism became major objects for retrieval particularly after the Sino-Soviet

rupture became apparent in üe eariy sixties. Some researchers began to explore üe "sinification of

Marxism" and to stress thaı much had happened in spite of Comintern irüluence ratiıer than

because of it.6

Recently available materials show üat there was continual tension between the CCP and

the Comintem resulting from China's perceived position in üe world revolution and Moscow's

perccption of Sovieı geo-poliıical inıerest. Comintem influence. was of major importancc in üc

party's founding and developmenl but its authoriıy was not always accepted nor dccisive in atl

pcriods.7 Yct it wı§ a voice thaı could noı be ignored and up unıil 1938, when üe Comintcm

could articulate is message clearly and geı it ürough üe communication network to üc CCP

leadcrship it had a reasonably decisive say.

For the Comintem, China was also an importanı topic and it became embroiled in üe

polcmics between Sıalin and Trosky. The CCP had a permanent mission at the Comintem and

ı]ntil üe early-mid üirties, the Comintem tried to coordinate is activities through the Far Eastem

Bureau in Shanghai. Of panicular importance were üe agents and representatives tJıat the

Comintem sent to implement is policies in China.

Comintem agents in China enjoyed high presüge, but had to find Chinese party members

ürough whom üey could trarısmit their orders and üe Comintem's straıegic and tactical visions.

At üıe very besı, they were always one step removed from the realities üey were trying to

influence and interprcı. A stream of Comintem reprcsentaüves from Maring through Borodin and

Roy to Vladimirov were frustnted in üeir anempıs to appty Comintem policy to China.E Marıy

discovcrcd that üe ideologically dcnved. poiicv positions of üe Comintem proved too simplistic
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to devise policies to deai wiıiı üe complex rcaliıies faced. While Comintem agents in üe field

could enjoy considerable short-term freedom aided by the difficulties of communication wiü

Moscow, over the long-term room for manoeuvre was limited. The ideologicai predilections of üe

Comintem set strict constraint§ on the extent to which policy could be modented in the light of

locai conditions. Overloaded with details and information sent to Moscow from üe periphery, üe

centre in Moscow tried to catalogue information and provide policy prescriptions in terms of

simple formulae based on the shifting class alignments. Attempts by field agens to redefine üeir

mission in üe light of realiry did, on occasion, bring üem into conflict wiü Comintem leaders

who interpreted such redefinitions as "ideological deviation."

Problems for Cominıem agcnts were increased by üe fact üat not only were üey in an

alicn envirorrmenı buı also had to interpret it üırough the views and experiences of oüen.

Cominıcm rcpreseni:ıüves relicd on üıe Chincse leadcrs for ıheir informaıion about üe local

situaıion. Thus, Maring dcpendcd on Liao Zhongkai for informaüon about üe GMD and cooperaıi-

on wiü üe CCP. Liao was a mcmber of the lcft-wing of üe GMD and a strong supporter of such

cooperation perhaps leading Maring to adopt a positive assessment while underestimating

opposiıion wiüin üe CMD.

Further, to get ıheir own messages across. Comintem represenlaıives had to find locai

"carriers" to propagate ıheir views within üe CCP. ln some cases üis worked well but in oüıen it

did not. For example, Pavel Mif was able to work through Wang Ming and Bo Gu in üe early

thirties to repudiate the policies of Li Lisan and keep üe focus of official policy on revolutionary

activity on the urban areas. By contrast, Maring was often frustrated in his anemp§ to push

cooperation wiüı üıe GMD and to establish a viable pro-CCP labour movement.

Even Chen Duxiu, who supported Maring's view of ıhe need for cooperation wiü the GMD at the

CCP's Third Congress had originally rejectcd lvtaring's ideas. In facı, it was only aftcr Maring

appcaled to Comintem discipline thaı he was able to geı Chen and oüer key CCP leaders brietly

on his side.
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One area where üe Comintern representatives were paniculariy successful in instiiling

ideas were on the need for strong organisation and the role that ideology would play in inner-party

debates. Bolshevik organisaıion was attractive to CCP leaders from an early stage, Acceptance of a

modem, political parry as a suiıable form of organization could fill the vacuum left by üe collapse

of the Confucian bureaucracy. It was expccted to provide an insütutional form that transcended üe

penonal auüıority of arı individual leadef and a rational hierarchical structure üat would facilitate

decision-making and policy implemenıation.

Many of the CCP's early leaders were aıtracted to üe Bolshevik form of orgarıizaüon

because üev felt that it would challenge what üey saw as a traditional Chinese political culture

üat stressed obedience to üe powerful individual leader.ıo This view simplified üe past as t}ıe

ıraditional system culminated in an institution ccntrcd on an individua], lhe "Emperorship", and

previous Chincsc rulers had been aware of ıiıe role played by "abstracı" institutions. In ücir scarch

for organization, ücsc early leadcrs misscd ıiıe fact üat while, in ıheory, Bolshevik organization

would transccnd üe individual, from üıe ouıset it was inscparable from üe role of Lenin. Later,

this tcndency towards üe dominaüon of üe organizaıion by ıhe supreme leader bccame more

:ıpparcnt under Stalin.

In addition, Bolshevik organization seemed to offer an altemative to üe rule of individuai

warlords or the GMD which, from its reorganization in tiıe early twenties, combined Leninist

organization wiıh leader wonhip. Sun Yat-sen was a supreme leader, a function subsequently taken

over by Chiang Kai-shek. In üe CCP, the reemergence of üis tradition took longer and came wiü

üe assumption of supr€me power by Mao 7*dong in Yan'an in the forties.

A number of factors combined to instill the noüon of üe Bolshevik pany among CCP

members. First, üere was the translation of key works arıd üe promotion of üe Bolshevik form of

organization in the pany press. Secondly, there was üıe influence of the Cominıem emissaries such

as Voitinsky and Maring who aiready had experience of such pany organizaüon and devoted

corısiderabie time to propagating üıeir vicws. Indecd Maring was appailed by üıe lack of discipiine
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which he wiınessed in the early CCP. Maring provided information on ıhe idea and importance of

parıy organization and of propaganda as a political weapon.ll Further, he stressed the view üat

the struggle was linked to a much wider one: it was a part of üe worldwide struggle against

imperialism. Within this context, according to Maring and subsequent Comintem agents, üe

naüonal party was subordinate to üe Comintem.

Thirdly, in üe early twenties there was üe gradual retum of key figures, such as Cai

Hesen who had studied in Europe and had become acquainted wiü both communist ideology arıd

organization as well as the modem labour movement. As the twenties progressed, the idea of a

Bolshevik party was strengüened ürough the visiıs or training of key CCP figures in Soviet

Russia. The first group of Ctıinese students went to Soviet Russia for srudy as early as spring 192l

and some 1,000 were trained in üe twenties and üinies at üıe Communist University of üe

Working People of China.ı2 While üe students who retumed from Soviet Russia were a very

varied group they had all received a thorough tnining in noüons of party organization and

discipline. Of paıticular importance were Wang Ming, Bo Gu, Zhang Wentian, Wang Jiaxiang and

Chcn Yun.ı3

The Comintem was also influential in shaping üe language of üe CCP and iıs forms of

inner-party struggle. The already existing influence of the Comintern and the use of ideology as a

weapon in inrıer-party struggle was increased by üe events at the 7 August Emergency Conl-erence

of |927. The removal of Chen Duxiu as party leader was a potentiaUy trııumatic event in CCP

history. For many, Ctıen had been a symbol of progress not just from üe May Fourth Movement

(19l9), but from his earlier struggle against üe Imperial system. A number of üe early leaden had

been drawn into the party because of penonal connections and loyaiğ to Chen. In terms of the

Chinese tradi[ion, to tum on a respected senior and eider was an eveni of major sigrıificancc.

Chen's removal was legitimized not mereiy ürough cnticism of his "misıakes" but a.tso

ürough üe invocation of ideological svmbols to jusıifv üe attack. Adherence to üe correct

ideoiogica.l line came to legiıimizc policv, and undcntanding ol ıhe "line" was a neccssary
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condition for leadership. This had ıhe effect of strengtiıening Cominrcm control over party

leadenhip as the Comintem was üought to possess a "higher wisdom" and vision of üe revoiutio-

nary process üan a mere national part_y. ConcurrentJy, debate in the party became goveme«l by the

marıipulation of ideological symbols with üe resuit that genuine debate abour policy disputes

became even less feasible than had previously been üıe case. As üe resolution of the Second

Plenum of üe Sixü CC pointed out (June 1929), üere was no such thing as peace in the party.

Erroneous tendencies always had to be fought against. All too ofıen policy dispute was raised to

üıe level of line struggle. Thus, the 7 August Emergency Conference (1927) ushered in ideoiogical

corTccmess as a key element in control, leadership and cohesion wiüin üe CCP. Wiü it many of

üe debates wiüin üe Soviet Communist Party and üe Cominıem were imponed into üe Chinese

pany. Those who opposed parıy were policy were labelled as "Trotskyiı,es", "Anarchists", "Right

Deviaıionisı", "Left Dcviaıionists" e[c. Oncc labclled thcir objecüon to policy was more easily dcalı

wiıh by ıhe Pany Ccnırc. The idca of "corrcct line" also had consequences for the Pany Cenırc

itself. It could not recognize fauls in its own leadership and thus policy failure was followed by

ıhe hunt for "scapcgoa§" who had sabotagcd üe party's correct line.

The tcndency toward the dominance of an organizaüonally derived ideological ıruıiı was

inhcrenı in üe choice of a Bolshevik form of organisation from the beginning. Yet in the early

stages it was not so readily apparent. The CCP had been organized before üere had been any

ious discussion of Manism, and indeed üıe choice of a Bolshevik organization removed üe

ireed for theoretical analysis. As a result "an organizaüonaily defined ana.lysis became for üem Itiıe

original founden] a subsütute for theoretical analysis."ıo Nafurally, it was presumed üat those

from Soviet Russia or their emissaries had a greater undentanding of üis problem and the relevant

needs.

One last generai question üat dcscrves our aııenıion is üe rclaııonship bctr,,,een üe

Cominıcm and the rise to power of Mao Zedong. Some previous anail,ses viewed iı,lao Zcdong's

nse to pcwer şiüin üe CCP as occumnı in spiıe ol ıhe Cominıern, but iı now appcars üaı uhe

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



7

Comintern was at leası willing to acquiesce in Mao's rise and his victories over rivals wiüin üe

party such as Zhang Guotao and Wang Ming (Moscow's own trainee). In both conflicts, ıhe

actions and words of the Comintem tended to favour Mao over his opponen§.ıs Whether üe

Comintem perceived so clearly what was at stake is anotiıer maner. Further. on a number of

occasions the Comintem called for the CCP noı to ape Soviet experience, but to develop is own

policy, and the Comintem's Sevenü Congress (1935) accepıed that individual panies should have

more freedom. Whether the Comintem approved of what was finally developed is a different

question. In September 1938, üe Cominıem informed üe CCP üat it approved of üe United Front

policy during the previous year, a year during which the party had been under üe control of Mao

7*dong and during which he had been in competition wiü Wang Ming. Further Dimiuov, the

person rcsponsiblc for Chinese affairs at ıhe time, let it bc known üat Mao 7*dong should be the

party's scnior lcader in preference to Wang Ming (the man üought of as Moscow's closest

aüy).'u Thus, ıhc Comintem was not anti-Mao nor was Mao inevitably opposed to the Comin-

tcrn.ı7

periodisation

1920-1927

This period is marked by Comintem help in esıablishing üe CCP, üe attempts to stimulate

cooperaıion with ıhe GMD and finally üe increasingly desperate attemp§ to provide class_based

analyses of üe intemal forces wiüıin the GMD in order to justi§ continued cooperation.

Apart from üe intellectual anraction of Man<ism, a number of factors led to an increase of

its appeal in is Bolshevik form. The Bolshevik revolution demonstrated to some Chinese the

possibilities for radical change in üe context of underdevelopmenı and the growing prestige of

Sovieı Russia was boosted by üe Karakhan Deciaration (l9t9) that appeared to renounce üe

former czarist priviieges in China. It was wiüıin üis essentially favourable prcdisposition ıowards
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Soviet Russia t}ıat üe Comintem began to press is interests in China and to promote üe idea of

üe development of a revolutionary party to guide and control furure actions.

In April 1920, Voitinsky visiıed China as the head of a group sent by the Vladivostok

Bruıch of üıe Bolshevik's Far Eastem Bureau. He and his fellow visitors found fertile soii in

which to plant the seeds of a Bolshevik organizaüon.lE Accord.ing to the historian Dirlik, üe

timing was fornıitous as üe ndicai movement in China had reached a point of crisis because the

previous ideological and organisational premises appeared to have run into a dead end.Ig Voitin_

sky's group established contacts with radical intellectuals such as Li Dazhao in Beijing and Chen

Duxiu in Shanghai. Out of üeir discussions emerged the idea of founding a Communist Party in

China.?0

However üe early communist organisaüons in China did not just emerge out of üe blue

nor were they summoned up by Voitinsky's visit but evolved from üe sıudy societics sct up

during üe May Fourü period. Out of sıudy groups such as the "New People's Srudy Societ,y", ıhe

"Awakening Society" and the "Socia] Wclfarc Socieıy" caıne many of China's latcr communist,

leaders.2ı

The group in Shanghai was the first communisı orgarıisation to bc set up, most probably in

\ ugust l92},n and it functioned as üe provisional Party Centre until üe Firsı Congress was

ened in üe following year. Although the precise strucnıre and names varied from place to

place, by üe time of the First Party Congress üe communist organizations functioned in a üıree-

fold structure. Openıing illegally at tiıe core were the communist small groups; üen üere were

units of üe Socialist Youth Corps operating semi-openiy and providing a recruiıment pool for üe

pıny; and finaily üe man<ist study societies presented a pubüc face, trying to reach üe widest

possible audience.3

Iı was N{aring (üe Dutchman Sneevliet), sent by Lenin ıo look at üe possibilities for a

communisı, movcment, in the Far East, who was ıhe ilrst to grappie wiü üe compiexities of üc

cnvironmenı in China on behalf of üc Comintem. His main contnbutions. in üis respect. \ı,,crc to
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try to instiii in members üe notion of organisation, to impress on them the need to establish a

revolutionary labour movement and to push üe party towards cooperation wiü other class forces.

The CCP's First Congress (23 July-l August l92l) had adopted a policy of hostility

towards üe bourgeoisie üat ran counter to the policy line üaı was evolving in üe Comintem. The

Comintem's Second Congress (July-August l920) had put forward üe idea of a temporary aliiarıce

between üe proletariaı and üıe bourgeoisie during the phase of the national revolution. The

subsequent period saw an attempt to force on üe CCP a policy of coopention wiü the bourgeoisie

in the nationalist revoluıionary movement. The pressure on üe CCP to collaborate wiıh other class

forces was increased by Maring's generaily negaıive assessment of üe pany and his positive

respor§e to the GMD üat was based in üe South of China.} This led Maring to propose üat

CCP mcmbcrs join the GMD o form a bloc wiüin. The idcological compiication of üe prolctanat

joining a bourgeois party was swept aside with üıe assertion üat üe GMD was not, a bourgcois

party at all but a combinaıion of four groups, the intclligen§ia, the Chinese patriots overscas, ıhc

soldicn and üc workers.

Initially, üe idea was totaily unacceptable to ıhe CCP leaders as Chen Duxiu's lcttcr of 6

April l922 to Voitirsky clearly shows. Yet by lune 1922 signs of a shift in attirude were apparcnt.

Presumably ıhe influence of boü Maring and üe Youü Intemational representative, Dalin, was

beginning to take effect.r CCP propaganda began to refer to the GMD as "revolutionary" and the

CCP's Second Congress (|6-23 luly |922) confirmed the party's decision to join the democratic

revolutionary movement in a temporary alliance. It is imponant to note üıat üıis decision refened

1g "ıll the nation's revolutionary parties" not just the CMD.

The Congress favoured a horizontal aiignment alongside üe GMD rather than a "bloc

wiüin" as had been proposed by Maring. On his retum ıo China (from his consultaüons in

Moscow.) in ıhe summer of 1922, \iaring tbund ma.;or opposition to his policy. Four of the five

members of üe party's Centrai Exccuüve Comminee beionged to a ''smail group" undcr Zhang

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



i0

Guotao. This "small group" was based on the Labour Secretariat and was hosüle to the idea of

cooperation with the GMD.

To get his ideas accepted, Maring convened the Hangzhou Plenum (28_30 August 1922),

the fint plenum ever held by the CCP. To overcome the opposition of the majority, Maring was

able to cite üe "Ins!ructions for the ECCI Represenıative in South China." This document, drafted

by Radek on the basis of Maring's sntements, was an endonement of üe latter's views. This

imposition of Comintem discipline was intended t]o move üe CCP away from its idealism and

exclusionist posiüon to embrace the bourgeoisie in a tactical alliance. Moreover, Maring used it to

argue that CCP members accept his view üat üey join üe GMD to form a "bloc within". The

Third Party Congrcss did eventuaily pass resolutions in favour of cooperaıion wıü üe GMD on

üc lincs suggcstcd by Maring but substantial opposition rcmained wiüin the party.26 It was left

to Borodin, who was sent as Maring's replacement to implement the policy.

Borodin worked wiüin üe gencral framcwork skctchcd out in ıhe Comintem's decisions

on ıhe China question of January and May l923. According ıo the Comintcm, üe main targets of

the revolution were imperialism and its Chincse supporters. While fighting these enemics, ı}ıe CCP

was to strengüen its position wiüin üe GMD and more broadly wiüin üe nationalist movement

,hrough CCP control of üe peasant and labour movements. To use Staiin's metaphor, ıhe GMD-

-,,.ıı would be squeezed like a lemon and flung aside. A1l acknowledged üat a time would come

when üe interests of üe bourgeoisie at the head of üe nationalist movement would clash with

those of üe proletariat. At this point, the representatives of the proleuriat were to cease üe

ıemporary cooperation and take over leadenhip. Deciding when üis time had come proved

difficult and it was Ctıiang Kai-shek who acted first putüng down üe CCP-led workers' movement

in Shanghai in April l927.

Iniıiaily, üe uniıed front had proved very successful for üe small group of communists.

Beıween January 1924 and May 1926, communist influence in the CMD grew steadily and CCP

ınembcnhip grew irom just under i,000 in Juıuıry i925 to ıimost 58.000 bv Aprii 1927.
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The CCP's success was one major rcason for its undoing. Some GMD leaders came to see

it as a real threat to tiıeir leadership of the revolution. The increasing revolutionary activity in üe

countryside unsettled üose CMD leaders who did not favour a complete break-up of the traditional

power sırucnıre. In fact, üe CCP was caught between the consequences of conflicting objectives.

On üe one hand, it was trying to promote üıe national revolution in cooperation with üe GMD
)

while a]so pursuing a social revolution üaı bİought it into conflict wiü powerful elements wiüin

üe GMD. As üe CCP tried to restructure the CMD in order to attain its own goals, opposition

wiüin üe GMD !o CCP membership strengüened. This conflict with the CCP and a reassessment

of cooperation were accompanied by a growing rift between üe left and righı wings of üe GMD

and the concentration of miliıary power in the hands oi üe emerging leader of ıhe ClvlD-right --

Chiang Kai-shck.

The CCP also rcmained dividcc, on üe policy of coopcraıion wiü the GMD. The situaıion

looked quite differcnt to Chcn Duxiu, Voitinsky and ıhe Pany Centre working illegally among t}ıc

prolctariaı in Shanghai ıhan iı did to 3orodin and ttıe communists working opcrüy in Canton undcr

GMD protection and developing üc pcasant movcment. Borodin spoke of this conflict in Moscow

in 1930 during his self-defence against accusaıions of counter-revolutionary behaviour. He

remarked üat üere had been "ıw; lines in the Chinese Revolution", one in Shanghai and one in

Canton.z' Friction between these ,.,.vo rival cenıres undermined ıhe party's capacity to act coherent-

ly when threatened by opponents in the GMD. While Chen Duxiu, on a number of occasions,

called for the withdrawal of C(P members from üe Glv{D and üıe creation of an open GMD_CCP

al]iance, the Canton pany crganization called for tie takeover of üe GMD leadership. The

situaıion was complicated by ıhe Comintem's repeaıecl insisıence üat the CCP remain within üıe

G|vlD while, at the same ı.ime, strenglhening is indepcndent position among üıe mass movemen§.

Communist ini-luerıcc wiüin üe GivlD was hciped by tiıe aid Soviet Russia was willing to

donate arıd by ıhe reorgı.ıizauon of üe CMD into a Leninist-style pany. Borodin had been sent to

moniı.or this ıvork. Unl'kc \laring, he rıas not mcrı:iv a Comintcm represcnıative but w,as sent by
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the Soviet Govemment and also represented the Russian Communist Parıy (Bolshevik).2t Arriving

in Canton early in October 1923, Borodin immediately set to work. His first task was to bring

about üıe reorganization of üe GMD and in this endeavour he found Sun Yat-sen's willing

supporl. Borodin acted as adviser to the Provisional CEC set up in late-October by Sun Yat-sen ıo

draw up plans for party reorganization and to prepare for üe naüonal GMD congress. It was

Borodin who provided the draft of üe GMD Constitution.zg

The twists and tums of proposed strategies ıo different class forces within the GMD are

too complex to go into here but suffice it o say üat many CCP members were finding it difficult

to strike a balance between developing üe GMD in üe nationaiist movement while noı ignoring

üe CCP's own agenda. Many including Chen Duxiu at üe Founh Party Congrcss exprcssed

caution about CCP involvement wiü üe GMD worrying üat the CCP would bccome a "ycllow"

party and pursue a policy of compromise bctwecn capital and labour.

This ıension was panicularly higtüighted after ıhe "Zhongshan Incident" of 20 March 1926.

Chiang Kai-shck ordered martial law claiming that a gunboat under communisı command, the

Zhongshan, was planning to kidnap him. Whether the plot was rcal or not it provided Chiang with

üe chance to clip üe wings of the communisıs. He placcd some 50 together wiü ıhe soviet

advisers under house aıTest. Borodin was able to negotiate üeir reiease but at a pnce. This

'uded restricting CCP acüvity within the CMD, providing a name list of ail its members in

dMD and abandoning is separate organizations in the GMD. Furtheı CCP members could no

longer serve as bureau head in naüonalist organizations. This last point meant üat üe communist,

Tan Pingshan, had to give up the powerful post of head of üıe organization department to Chiang

Kai_shek. Borodin was also forced to suppon the Nonhem Expedition to which he had previously

bcen opposed in return for Ctıiang's promises to curb üe CMD-right.P Chiarıg was still, of

course, dependent on Sovieı arms and ud for üe Northem Expediıion and made it clear üat his

original acıions had not been against üe a.lliance wiü Soviet Russia as such. The Nonhem
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Soviet Union conciuded with Japan on 13 April 1941. However, boü events aiiowed the CCP to

pursue is own course independent of Moscow's aims. Thus, for example, üe CCP's comments on

tiıe neutrality pact stated üat it marked another triumph of the Soviet Union's peace policy. It was

ciaimed üat this pact had in no way compromised Soviet support for China's war effort, a view

quite different to that of Chiang Kai-shek. However, üe CCP used üe pact as a chance to put

forward üe view tiıat it was up to China iself to recover all üe Chinese territories souüı of the

Yalu River by iself. Despite this, the CCP was being forced into defending a posiüon tiıat was

clearly not going to push forward its nationalist claims. From ıhe CCP's point of view, the Germarı

invasion of üe Soviet Union üıat began on 22 June l94l came as a fornınate reiief. Ovemight üe

Soviet peace poiicy in üıe midst of a capitalist war was changed into a posiıion of üe Soviet

Union as üıe leader of the fighı against fascism.

Now, ıhe "capitalisı powers" such as Grcaı Briuin and ıhe US which had bcen "conspi-

ring" to encourage a Japanese attack on üe Sovieı Union to precmpt a Japanese push southward

had to be courted ı§ a part of the international united fronı agairst fascism. The Japancse aııack on

Pearl Harbour brought the US into ıİıc war and enabled ıhe CCP to call for inıemaüonal involve-

ment in ıhe war to push forward the unitcd front. The CCP had moved swiftly from ıhe view of

recovering al] its terriıones on iıs own.

The CCP's 9 December l94l declaration called for üe formation of an anti-Japanese and

anti-fascist front in üe Pacific üat would include all üe goveITlments and peoples who were

opposing Japan. Now üe USA and Great Britain were seen as having an important role to play in

defeating Japan and bringing about unity in China. "Left" deviation was to be avoided and all

party members were to cooperate wiü üe Briıish and Americans.

The dissolution of the Comintem (l5 May 1943) freed üıe CCP from any need to bow in

iıs direction ıuıd re-affirmed what was aircady a reality for Mao uıd his supponers üat üe CCP

should get on wiü creating iS own revolution on its own terms. Also, it undercut arıy lut possible
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support base for Wang Ming and his followers. Combined wiü oıher intemal factors, it contnbuted

to üe build up of a cult around Mao Zedong.

On 26 May, after üe ]CP had reccived the informaüon, üe Politburo met to discuss üe

issue and in üe name of üe CC issued a decision on üe matter. Not surprisingly, the decision

wholly agreed with the Comintem's abolition poinüng out üat üıis would strengüen üe local CPs

by making üem "even more nationalised." Such a leading centre was no longer considercd

necessary and, interestingly, üe decision points out üat the Comintem had not interfered in CCP

affairs since 1935. The need to assert üe continued and strengıhened role üe CCP would play

without üe Comintem was further necessitaıed by ıhe calls by some CCP domestic critics that it

cou]d now disband.

Sources

There is an abundance of sourc€s for üe snıdy of üe rclationship beıween üe Comintem and the

CCP but still many areas of the relaüonship remain mı:rky. Some of ıhe outstanding questions may

be resolved by the opening of üe archives in Moscorr,

a) Archives

)utside of Moscow, there are ıhree main archive holdings which are of rclevance:

i) The Central Archives @, Beijing. These archives comprise üe main

noldings of üe CCP. Among other material. it contairs archives and related documen§ since üe

founding of the CCP from üe Centnl Commit;ee and is affiliaıed organisaüons, their agencies, as

weil as from revolutionary groups and front organisations from differenı periods. There are 2O2

complete flles wiü approximately 8 million pieces. Of particular importance is üe archive of the

CCP delegaıion ıo the Comintem. This c _ıntains inponant documents of üe Comintem, arıd

resolutions, decisions. announcemen[s on C ıina by üe ECCI, üe Far East Bureau, arıd üe Eısıem

Deparıment, as weil as by tiıe Youth Comrıunist Inıemationa] arıd the Workers' intemaıiona.l. Alas,

cnrancc is highiv rcsıncicd even 1or Chin:se rescar:hers and virıuailv impossible tor tbrcigncn.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



15

ledge üe folly of continued cooperation with the GMD. In May 1927, t}ıe ECCI also inıerpreted

üıe break witiı Chiang Kai-shek in a positive light. It re-emphasized the need to place üe rural

revolution at tiıe centre of the süıge but orüy within the context of üe continued aliiance wiü üe

GMD.34

The high-point in CCP compromise came with the adopüon by an enlarged Central

Committee meeting on 30 June of an li-point resolution on relations between the two parties. The

resolution acknowledged üat ıhe GMD was üe leader of the national revolution. Communists in

government functions were to work only as GMD members. To minimize conflicts, communists

holding goverTıment positions would give up üeir posts. Funher, mass organizations were

instructed to submiı to üıe leadership and control of üe GMD auüonties.3s At a late stage, üe

party was srumbling towards the formation of a "bloc wiüıout" raıhcr üan a "bloc within,"

someüıing that had bcen suggested by Chcn Duxiu on a number of occasions.

Submissive gesrures did not rcsolve üe conflics wiıh üe CMD-left in Wuhan. Wang

Jingwci's suspicions of the communists had been arouscd furüer in early-June whcn the Comintcm

delcgate, M.N.Roy, had shown him the contcnts of a telegram from Stalin. It callcd for üc

communists to reorganise the left and expel "reactionary lcaders" and to prepare concrete steps for

a revolutionary army, albeit sıill under nationalist leadenhip.36

An uneasy truce prevailed until mid-July and then events moved rapidly. Under pressure

from üe Comintem, Chen Duxiu resigned his position as Ceneral Secretary.37 On 12 July, a new

five-person temporary sıanding committee of üıe Politburo was chosen and the following day it

issued an open statement critical of üe Wuhan goveıTlmenl On 15 July, üe Wuhan GMD Political

Affain commirtee announced tiıe end of cooperation; on 1 August üıe ccp's Nanchang uprising

was launched; and on 5 August, Wang Jingwei began a large-scale purge of communist activists.

Cooperauon was ending in tragedy and it was clear that a new strategy had to be found by üe

CCP.
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1927 -193,7

This period is marked by two diverging tendencies. The first is üe tighter grip üıaı üıe Comintem

was able to hold over the central party apparatus in Shanghai. The second is üe increasing

autonomy of the CCP leaden in the base areas üat were set up in ıhe late-twenıies and early

üirties in parts of central and south China. Comintem control of the Party Centre was a two-edged

sword. On ıhe one hand it enabled the organisaüon to appoint leaders sympathetic to its policies

while on üe other hand it had to extricate itself from the blame each ıime policy failed.38 This

resulted in a stream of missives from üe Comintem blaming individual CCP leaders for incorrecıly

applying or even beraying i§ correct policy line. Life in üe base areas offered a lcaming

expcricnce independent of Comintern agendas üat was rctumed to and dcveloped furüer after Mao

Zİdong and his survivors arrived in üe Northwest of China after üe Long March.

As menüoned above the 7 August Emergency Confercnce of l943 resulıed in a tightcning

of the Cominıcm's grip over the CCP's ccntral leadcnhip. The intention of ıiıe Confcrcncc was ıo

evaluate past policy, put forward a new strategy and to elect the new pany leadenhip. Thc ncwly

arrived Comintem representative, Lominadze, had called for üe meeting togeıher with Qu Qiubai,

i Weihan and Zhang Tailei set about üe preparatory work. The Conference marked ıhe formal

transition from a strategy of cooperation with the GMD to one of opposiıion. Mistakes were

blamed on üe previous leadenhip of the CCP. This is clearly to be seen in "The Circular Letter"

senı to party members after üe meeting and in the commenıs of Lominadze to the Conference

iueif. The letter denounced the "opportunist" mistakes made in attitude towards üe GMD and üe

mass movement, particularly suessing ıhe faiiure to support fully the runl revolution. It had litt]e

to say about furure stıategy, emphasising the sole leadenhip of the CCP yet stiil calling for

col]abontion wiü c\,ID lefiists. It is ,vorth pointing out that this appeai for conıinued cooperation

denved not orüy from Sta]in's need,o show infallibiiity in his poiiticai struggies with Trotsky but

ılso irom üe situııion within Chinı. jigniiicınt mcmbcrs of üe C\lD sııll supponed the CCP ınd

it was hopcci üaı ücy couid be r;:ı.icd ıo thc communist causc. In üe C\,lD ccnıra.l lcaocnnip

J
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ücre was Song Qingiing (Sun Yat-sen's widow) and Deng Yanda, in üe miiitary He Long aııd Ye

Ting. A number of grassroots GMD branches and troops also favoured the communis§.39

The Comintem's need to place üe blame on the CCP leadenhip is apparent in Lominad-

ze's speech to the Conference. According ıo Lominadze, fat from having given bad advice, üıe

fault lay in üe failure of the CCP to carry out Comintem irıstructions among üe masses.4

The new strategy ushered in by the Conference of rebellions, inciting army mutinies and

iniüating peasant uprisings was not successful leading to a further depieıion of the communist

forces. However, failure did not dampen the CCP's enüusiasm (particularly that of Qu Qiubai). In

November 1927 po|\cy for the rurai and urban areas was radicalised. Landlords, big and sma]l,

were ı.o be shown no leniency and workers were to take power in the factories into their own

hands. This dccision lcd to üe disaster of üc Canton Commune uprising in December |927.

The defeat of ıhc Canton Commune coming so swifı-ly afıcr üe defcats of the communists

in üe Nanchang and ıhe Autumn Harvesı Uprisings, made iı clear ıhaı a shift in tactics was

nccessary. Iı was impossible for the Party Centre under Qu Qiubai to continue wiıh its "puı

schism." The pany had lost contacı wiıh üıc working-class in major centres such as Shanghai,

Wüan and Canton. The insurrectionary policy even where üe peasanıry had been mobilised had

been intended to restore üe iniıiaıive to ıhe proietariaı under the CCP's leadenhip by seizing

major uöan centres. The failure of this approach signalled the effecıive end of üe proletariat as

the main force of üe revoluüon. over time üis would also lead ıo a drasıic reduction in comin_

tern irıfluence over reai policy implementation in ıhe CCP.

A National Congress was needed to reassess the past and sancıion a shift in policy

direction. Thus, preparations began for üe Sixü Congress and for reasons of security it was held

in Moscow (l8 June to ll Juty 1928).oı Not surprisingly, Comintem influence was dominant. The

"Politicıl Decision" described ı.he revolution as being in a ırough beı.ween lwo waves. The i'int

revoiutionar_v wave had receded bccause of "rcpeated failures" and üe new wave hıd not vet

amved. This notion allowed üıe 'putchism" ol Qu Qiubai to be aıuckcd whiie supponinı l'uture
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insurrections. Judging the waves was a difficult business and it is not surprising üat üe new

Chinese leadership would seize upon any sign of heightened acıivity as üe arrival of a new crest.

The notion of üe movement developing in waves was not an innovation of the Congress

but had been put forward by the ECCI in February 1928. While criücising the previous "excesses",

in particular the Canton Commune, the ECCI maintained üat a further revolutionary upsurge was

possible. However, such upzurges would be inegular and üus the party must take care not to a_llow

the movement to run out of control. lnstead the mass organisations were to be builı up to ensure

coordinaLion.a2

On üe surface. the Sixth Congress appeared to have produced an appropriate long-term

program. In reality, it presented üe CCP wiü an intractable problem. The central issue of üe

revoluıion was to bc üe agnrian qucstion whilc it was of paramount importance ıhaı ıhe CCP

recapı.ure its prolctarian base in the urban arcas. The chancc of fulfilling thcsc objcctives was

furüer complicatcd by üe more radical tum of events both in China and the Soviet Union shortly

after üc Congrcss.

Of immediate direct influcncc on the new party leadcrship was ıhe facıional sırugglc

bctween Stalin and Bukharin. Although rumours of differences had circulated at the Sixü Party

-]ngress, Bukharin supervised the Congress on behalf of üe Comintem. lndeed, üe "Politicai

.resoluüon" was based on üe nine hour (sic!) speech üaı he delivered to üe Congress and the

new Poliıburo was put togeüer on his insıructions. By the end of 1928, Bukharin had become üe

main target of Sıalin's attacks for his "rightist" or "rich peasant line."

This caused the CCP to adopt an increasingly left policy that culminated in what üe

Cominıem was itself to denounce as the Li Lisan line. On 8 February 1929, üıe ECCI issued a

letter to ıhe CCP's Central Comminee claiming üat signs of a new revolutionary wave were

clearly detectable in China. As a rcsu]t the ECCI wamed üat at ttıe prcsent time, the "rightist

trend" was panicuiariy dangerous." ShorıJy altcr üe leıter arnved, the Poiitburo drafied a formai
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resolution on how üe party should apply üe Comintem iine in its practicai work.e Indeed, the

period until April 1930 marks a distinct phase in üe shift of party policy.

The anıi-righüst drive in Moscow continued to affect the Pany Centre in Shanghai. On 26

October |929,ı}ıe ECCI sent another letter to the CCP CC, this time announcing "the beginning of

üe revolutionary wave."4s The party was to take over üe leadership of this new revolutionary

wave by overcoming its "peny bourgeois waverings." Once again üe Comintem reinforced üe

view that at the preset time, "rightism" was üe most dangerous trend in üe party. The Poliıburo

responded to üis letter by adopting resoluüons on 20 December |929 and 1l January 1930 thaı

,1 fully accepted the cominıem's position and üaı heralded a louder criticism of "rightism."o6

Unfom.ınately the revolutionary tide did not exist, at least in üe urban areas. The Comintem's

insistence on politicai strikes and preparation for armcd insurrcction served to a]icnate üıe

prolctariat rather than to rally iı to üe communist cause. Thc CCP leadership decided to use üe

rising Soviet movemcnt in üe countryside as a means of rccapruring its influence in üe ciücs.

This policy reached is fruiıion under Li Lisan's dircction and was spellcd out in üe Poliıburo

decision of l1 June 1930. The cuıTent stage was scen as one of revoluıionary upsurge and it

proposed ıiıat Wüan be seized ı§ a part of the take over of one or more provinces. The rcsolution

sought to implement ıiıe Comintem's wishes in China but üe failure of üe stfiıtegy caused it to

become üe focus of critical attention in üe soviet union some months later.

The resolution was sent to the Comintem for approval but the Comintern delayed making a

formal reply possibly because of üe link made by Li Lisan between the Chinese and world

revolutions.o' Later the comintem wııs to criticise the efforts made in the resolution to show the

interdependence of the Chinese Revolution and üe world revolution. The l1 June resolution

claimed üıat because China was üe weakest link in üe ruling chain of world imperialism, the

Chinese revoluıion couid occur first setting off üe world revolution and üe final class war. While

such an analysis could be justified in terms of üe Comintem's view thaı üıe stabiiity of world

capiıalism would soon erode, üough at an uneven pacc. depcnding on piace. üe Cominıern mav
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not have been too happy to have Li Lisan lecturing them on üe world revolution. The resoluüon

also hinted at the need for Soviet aid, something üaı Li Lisan would soon openly ask for. This

was ignored by üe Comintem. It was not in a posiıion to call on the Soviet Union to support the

Chinese Revolution. This appeai was later denounced as an error of "semi-Trotskyism." The

prediction üat a successful bourgeois-democratic revolution would soon be transformed into a

socialist one wı§ also ciıed later as proof of Li's Trotskyite tendencies. However, ıhis too had been

a predicüon in line with Comintem anaiysis at üe time.

On 16 July, the Parry Centre sent anoüer letter to üe Presidium of üe ECCI calling for

aoproval of üe strategy outlined in üe resolution of l l June. Two days later, the National

Conference of CCP Organisations opened in Shanghai. The Conference announced üat üe general

ıask of üe party was to organise armcd uprisings to seize political power and ıhat üe pany was

one prcparing to take power. Further it cailed for acıion comminees ıo be established at üe cenıral

and local levels. In the "rcd areas", workers' and peasants' revolutionary committees were to be

established. These would bc üe sole leading organs.

A rcply w:§ eventually made by the Comintem, whose letter of 23 luly 1930 to the CCP

CC has produced differenı interpretations.o8 The letıer contained no substantial disagreement with

Lisan eiıher in the general policy or even wiıh respect to practical stnıtegy. Whaı was indicaıed

__ıween the lines, however, was worry over Li Lisan's operations and shirking of responsibility,

which fully accorded wiü üe position of the Comintem leaders in üe early l930s. The Comintem

leaders were not so foolhardy as Li to claim world revolution was imminent nor did üey dare to

exclude üe possibiliry of a successful revolution in China. The lener did not oppose the idea of

taking over Wuhan and one or more provinces but it seemed to oppo§e Li's notion of arı

"immediate nationwide revolution."

It is a moot point as to when Li Lisan arıd üe Party Centre knew of the Cominrem's

views, Lenen could ıake up to one or two monüs to arrive and üe full text probably did noı

ı
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arrive unıil early September. However, CCP leaders were already informed of is contents by iaıe-

July from telegraphic messages received by the ECCI Far East Office in Shanghai.ag

While it is uncertain just how much Li knew :ınd when, he certainly rejected Comintem

concem. On 6 Augusı, Li Lisan chaired üe firsı meeung of ıhe Central Action Committee calling

üe whole party to mobiüse for immediate revolution. By üis time, üe Comhtern was more

clearly of üe opinion üat Li had gone too far. Qu Qiubai and Zhou Erüai were §ent back to China

to moderate Li's excesses but not yet to repudiate his policy wholesale. This is noı surprising given

üat it would be difficulı to extricate the Comintem from sharing the blame.

While the Comintem refraincd from criıicism of Li Lisan while üe strategy was in

operaıion, as sooi] as iı faiied harsh condemnaüon followed. Between üe Third and Founh

Plcnums (Scptcmber l93O-January 1931), facıionai confiicts and power sırugglcs within üe CCP

incrcased. Li Lisan's strongest opponcnıs werc Wang Ming and üc "rctumed studcnts" group.

They had as üeir principal supporter Pavel Mif, the Cominıcm rcprcsentative in China.$ Yeı,

opposition had litıle to do wiıh curTent or futurc policy and was not bascd on opposition to a

"leftist" line. Wang Ming, in an article published four days afıcr üe l1 June Resoluıion, orüy

differcd from Li in his :§sessment tiıat the Chinese Revoluüon could occur immediately wiüıout

depending on world revolution as iıs precondition.5ı

Also, the Comintem began to toughen iıs sıance as Pavel Mif arıd his supporters in üe

Comintem became dissaıisfied with üe decisions of üe Third Plenum. In October 1930. the ECCI

sent members of the CC a letter stating ıiıat Li Lisan's mistakes were ones of line.5z It labelled Li

Lisan "anti-Comintem" and a "semi-Trotskyite." Mif himself arrived in China in mid-December

1930 and proposed that the Fourth Plenum be convened as soon as possible. The Plenum was held

in Shanghai on 7 January and was dominated by Mif and his protege, Wang Ming.

The resolution of üe Founh Plenum drütcd under Mif's guidance was hanh in iıs

condemnaıion of Li Lisan. Li was accused of beıraying üe corrcct insıructions of the Comintem

ınd bnnging havoc ıo üe pany. Li's "line 'rvas sumrned up as bcing contraoicıorv to uhat or üe
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Cominrem and comprising "a policy of oppornınism under üe camouflage of 'leftist phrases,, and

an oppomınistic passivism in regard to üe task of organising üe masses in a practical and

revolutionary way." Betraying tiıe Comintem line was true to the extent, üat üe Comintem itself

had abandoned the idea of using üe Red Army to seize üe urban areas.

For its new leadership in China, the Comintem did not turn to üe Soviet areas but to

Wang Ming and the "retumed students". There were substantial changes in üe Politburo wiü

Wang Ming, who had not even been a CC member before the Plenum becoming a full member.

While Xiang Z,ıongfa remained General Secretary, real power lay wiü Wang Ming. Several

months after üe Plenum, ıhe strength of the "re[urned students" was increased wiü the promotion

of Bo Cu and Ziıuıg Wentian.

Howcver, ıhe failure of üe Li Lisan strategy faıally wounded the strengü of the CCP in

üe urban areas and many key figures in ıhe communist, movcment were roundcd up and almosı all

of the underground branches were rolled up. This incrcased ıhe rclative importance of üe party

organisaüons in the base arcas that had been sct up. The Party Ccntre in Shanghai was reduced to

little more than a liaison organisation rclaying instructions from üe Comintcm to üe Sovics.

Indeed, it appears that in early 193l the Comintem made the suggestion ıhat üıe Party Ccntre

corsider a move to üıe rural Soviets.s3 While üe Parıy Cenue became more involved in üıe work

of the Soviets, transfening key penonnel, it was not until early 1933 üat Bo Cu and üe Party

Centre arrived at the Cenıral Soviet.g The conditions under which the Parıy Centre began its

move to üe Soviets meant üat in reality legitimaıe leadership of üe revolutionary movement had

passed to üe Sovies. However, üe process ineviıably produced conflicts and frictions. Yet üis is

not to say üat Mao and his supporters were an immediate conscious target of üıe "Retumed

Srudens" who dominated the Party Centre when it began its transfer to the Jiangxi Soviet.

However, üe Comintem was to talie one last decision üat would have a major effect on

üe CCP. This led to a second period of a]liance wiü the GMD in 1937. The Comintem's Sevenü

Congrcss (Julv-August 1935) adopted a new poiicy üaı cı]lcd for a uniıcd fronı of a]l cicmcnıs.

ı

I

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



]3

classes and n3tions in üe fight against fascism. This poiicy shift came primarily as a result of

Soviet Russia's awar€ness of the increasing threat to its securiry posed by Germany and Japan.

This new policy line was applied to China by Wang Ming, tiıe head of the CCP mission to

tiıe Comintern in Moscow. However, it should be pointed out that Wang Ming's own ideas had

been evolving from üe notion of a united front from below to a united front from above.ss

Indeed, the Japanese occupaıion of Northeast China had caused the Cenıral Commitıee to suggest a

shift in policy in the Manchuria region in January |933.56 This letter indicated üat it would be

possible to cooper:ıte wit}ı the national bourgeoisie if a solid united front from below had been

assured. This, according to üıe letter, would ensure the proletarian leadenhip in üe united front.

The "August Fint Declaration" (1935) issued in Moscow in üe name of üe CCP and üıe

Chinese Sovieı Republic, was a clear signal üaı üe CCP was to make üe strategic shifı from civil

war to a new uniıed front.s? The dcclaraıion claimed thaı it was üe "sacred duty of everyone to

resisı Japan and save ıhe nation." It üen criticised üe actions of "scum" and "traitors" such as

Chiang Kai-shek, Yan Xishan and Zhang Xueliang who had not adopıed a policy of resisıance to

Japan. If the GMD would stop iıs attacks, üe CCP and the Sovict Covcmment plcdged that iı

would cooperate closely wiü them to defcnd üe country against üe Japanese no matter what üeir

oıher diffcrences mighı be. The CCP declarcd is wiilingness to coopente with all üose prepared

to join a goverıment of national defence that would pursue a ten-point prognımme to expel ıhe

Japanese. The suggestion was clearly for a united front from above.

It is not enürely clear when üıis news reached the Party Centre as communications with

Moscow had been severed during üe Long March. Certairüy communications were restored in

November when Zhang Hao, an envoy of üe CCP mission to the Comintem, arrived in Nonhem

Shaanxi but evidence suggests that its contents were known earlier. A Central Committee secret

dircctive in october i935 reflected üe üırust of the deciaration.

In December 1935, a Politburo meeting w;§ convened aı Wayaobao to discuss üe

implicauons of ılıe unıted front strategv. Thc meeüng dccidcd to adopt üe widest poliıicai front
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possible to oppose Japanese imperialism and Chiang Kai-shek. This front wouid include workers,

peasants and üe petty bourgeoisie and even members of üe national bourgeoisie, rich peasants and

small landlords. The party was to strive for leadership of üis coalition. The highest marıifestation

of üis new united front would be üe govemment of naıional defence and the united anti-Japanese

army that would be united on the basis of the ten-point programme. This conciliatory approach was

reflected in üe change of name of üe Worker and Peasanı Soviet Republic into üıe Peopie's

Soviet Republic and in üe poücy shifu. Also, policy was moderated. Rich peasants were ıo enjoy

the same rights as others and not have üeir property confiscated while industrial and commercial

entrepreneurs would be welcomed to invesı in üe area.

Dcspiıe this new approach, it would take anoüer two years before the CCP accepıed

Chiang Kai-shck as a panner in a ncw uniıcd fronı and then only afıer his anest by his own

officers in what is commonly refcrred to as ı.he Xi'an Incidcnt. It is worth pointing out üıat it

seems that üe Cominıem applied what pressure it could to persuade üıaı tiıe incident be resolved

peaccfully and thaı Chiang be released to head ıhe naıional resistance to Japan.

1 938_ l 943

During üıis period, Comintem direct influence on the CCP was slighı and, as argued above, was

iıot necessarily detrimental to Mao's ascendence to power wiüin üe pany as many authors have

suggested prcviously. The decline in the influence of üe Comintem is clearly seen in üe manner

of interpretation by the CCP of key Comintem decisions during this period.

As noted above, it was on receiving news from Moscow of üe Comintem's ucit support

thaı Mao decided to convene üe Sixth Plenum of üe Sixü Central Committee (September-

November 1938) at which he defeated Wang Ming poiiticaity.

The war wiü Japan did not exist in isoiaüon and üe CCP leadenhip in Yan'an could not

afford to ignore üe Comintem toıally. Just as publicly Mao arıd ıhe CCP gave full suppon to üe

Sovict-Nazi Non_Aggrcssion Pacı ot 23 August 1939, so thcy supponed the neurrality pact üe

9
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Expedition was officially launched at the beginning of July 1926 even üough some uniıs had gone

north eariier.

These events caused the communiss funher confusion. Publicly, üey accepted the new

regulations passed by üe GMD CEC in May but privately there were conflicts about üe way

forward. It appears üat the Canton alea proposed an immediate counter-attack against Chiang and

üe take over of üe GMD from within while Chen Duxiu proposed wiüdrawal. In June, a

compromise was suggested, cooperation wouid continue but as a bloc without rather than a bloc

wiüin.3l However, this altemative was blocked by the Comintem.

Withdrawai from the ailiance with the GMD or some elements of it was consistentiy

rejected by üıe Comintern even after üe massacre of üe communisi,s by Chiang Kai-shek in April

1927. The tcnure of Comintem policy was set in üe 'Theses on ü,ıe Chinese Question' adopıcd at

üe Sevcnü Plenum of üe ECCI (November-December 1926). This called for continued CCP

coopcntion with the GMD-lcft to bring about üe success of üe nationalist revoluüon.3z Thc

GMD-right was not to be allowed to tum üe GMD into a bourgeois party. At the same timc, ıhe

'Thcses' called for üe CCP to take control of the social rcvolution. The agnrian rcvoluüon was

defined as tiıe central component in üıe revolutionary struggle and the communists were to gain

"reai power" in üe nıra] areas ürough ıhe peasant associations.33 According to üıe'Theses', the

fear that intensificaüon of class struggle in üe village wouid weaken üe united anti_imperialist

front was unfounded. The approach may have seemed feasible for üose situated in Moscow but

the CCP was unable to act on these conflicting demands. The CCP alienated the radical peasant

leaders by trying to check the "excesses" but at üe same time it still aroused üe hostility arıd

suspicion of üe GMD-left.

The CCP ıried to grappie with üe repression and slaughter of the communists at is Fifü

Congress (27 April-9 May |92'7). Far from ordering a break wiü the CNlD, deiegates argued about

how to push üead wiü üe peasant movement wiüout upsetüng coopention. Chiang's "bcırayal"

was met heıd on and was treeıed as a positive sign tor the revolut,ion. In a long and intcrcsting
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review of pany work since t}ıe Fourüı Congress, Chen Duxiu said ıhaı Chiang's betrayal had

brought üe Chinese revolution to a new stage. According to Chen, üe bourgeoisie had now

deserted üe revolutionary front reducing its numbers but improving its quaiity. The four_ciass bloc

had been reduced to a "united front of workers, peasants and peny bourgeoisie." Thus, the future

task was to strengüen üese three classes and CCP work in üe military. The smail number of

bourgeois elements who remained could be expelled if üey displayed "counter-revolutionary

tendencies."

Future party policy was to concentrate on creai,ing a "revoluLionary democraüc regime" in

üe arcas held by the GMD, although it was acknowledged üat üis objective was süll far away.

According to Chen, üe pany was to discuss preparations for seizing power arıd he described it as

"no longcr an opposition party" but onc that was rcally going to lead the rcvolution.

However, despite such bold words, üe CCP was sıill going ıo have to work ıhrough its

coopcraıion wiıiı ıhe GMD. Thİs mcant thaı is polİcy towards the pcasantry süll erred to ıhe side

of caution and ideas of confiscation of all land werc rcjccıcd. Chcn commenıed üat while policy

towards üıe peasant movement, had bcen "too righüst" in üc past, it would be wrong to adopt now

radical proposals to confiscate the land of all landlords.

The re-ileflnition of üıe rcvoluüonary forces and üc moderaıe land poiicy did not help puil

,ıt of its dılemma. Despite üe rcstrictions placed on the peasant movemen[, "excesses"

..iıutü to occur. The CCP fiıiished up pleasing no-one, üe GMD govelTlment in Wuhan blamed

the communists for üe excesses and the pea§ant leaders blamed it for not supporting their ndical

actions and leaving üem prey to üıe military force of warlords and GMD troops. Suppression of

the communists continued and üe evenıs of summer 1927 seemed to make a mockery of üe CCP

leadenhip's decision to continue üe ailiance wiıh üe GMD. The communists suffered blow after

blow as one group atter anoüer of nationaiist generals and poliıicians "beıral,ed üe revolution."

The possibility of breaking wiıh the Giv{D-left was rcduced funher by üe messages

coming from N{oscow. Civen his struggies wiü Trotsky, it was impossible ior Stajin to acknow-
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ii) The Sneevliet Archives, Intemationai Instituıe of Sociai History, Amsterdam. One

section of üis archive covers üe period of time that Sneevliet (Maring) spent working for the

Comintem in Moscow and in China. The most important materia]s are Sneevliet's repons to üe

Comintem on the siruadon in China, the relationship between the CCP and üe GMD, arıd üe state

of affairs wiüin the party. In addition, there are interesıing notes on key even§ eiüer madc by

Sneeviiet himseif or for Sneevliet by his interpreters. Of particuiar interest in üis respect are the

notes conceming üe Third Party Congress. The archives are entirely open. The most imponant

materials conceming Sneevliet's period in China are published in Tony Saich, The origins of the

First united Front in China. The Role of Sneevliet rAl ias Mari ns).

iii) The Archives of the Bureau of Investigation, Taibei. These archives contıin matenais

captured by the GMD and taken to Taiwan aftcr l949. WNle tJıe archives do noı contain materia]s

conccming ıhe Comintem direcıly, üıcre is much of inıcrcst ıo be found here. Thcre is a wealth of

documcntaıion conceming CCP activitics undcrground during the late-ıwenıies and early-üıirtics

and also on üe base artas, These sets of documents were captured by ıhe invading GMD armies.

Finally, ücre are complete seu of party newspapers and periodicals that contain anicles about the

Comintem or ıhat transmit its decisions. The archives are now compleıely open for researchers.

b) Publications of Documents

The most, imponanı set of original documentation on Comintem-CCP relaıions is üıe üree

volume series Gongchanzuoii vouguan zhongguo geming de wenxian ziliao (Materials of the

Comintem Conceming the Chinese Revoluıion), vol.l l9l9-28, vo1.2 1929-36, and 193643

(Beijing: Chinese Academy of Sociai Sciences, l980, l982 and l989). It is edited by the Institute

of Modem History of üe Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

An indispensable collection of CCP documents including üose which are pany responses

to Cominıem documenu is to be lound in üe two-voiumcs Liuda vilai--dan_qnei mimi wenjian

(Since üe Sixü Pany Congress--Secrel Inner-Pan1, Documents) and Liuda riqian 18elbre üe Sixü

Pırty Congress) (Beiiinu: People's Publishing House. 1980). Thcse two voiumes werc oriEna.liy
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compiled and distributed by üe Secretariat of üe Central Committee of the CCp between

December l94l and October 1942. they were produced as study maıerials for high-ranking cadres

in preparation for üe Rectification Movement (l942-44). tJıe collections were re-issued after l980

in connection wiü üe writing of the new Resolution on Party History (l981). The main drawback

of this reissue is üıat pieces by Mao Zr,dong were withdrawn and readers are referred to the

official works.

Based on these two publications and their own holdings, The Central Archives published

their 14 volume selection of Centrai party documents intended for intemal use only-_!!p4ggg4g

zhongyang weniian xuanii (Selected Documents of the CCP CC) (Beijing: Central party School

Publishing House, l982-1987). This collection provides a massive aınount of previously unavaila-

ble matcrial. More recenı.ly, an open Gg!g&1) version of üe collcction has bcen published. Aı üe

time of wriüng 12 volumes had bcen published (1989-91), covering the period 192l unül 1940. In

tcrms of information about original publication details etc., this latter series is more useful than the

ncibu scrics. However, not all materials are included.

The Conıempornry History Division of the Insütutc of Modcm History, Chinese Academy

of Sociai Sciences has edited a series of books containing materials on Comintem representatives

in China. The most important in üis series are materials on Voitinsky, Maring, Borodin, Mif and

')tto Braun.

In English, üere are üıree collections worth mentioning two of which are now very dated

but still useful. Jane Degras (ed.), The Communist lntemational 1919-1943 Documents,2 vols.,

(Oxford: Oxford Univenity Press, 1951-53). Xenia Joukoff

Eudin and Robert C. North, Soviet Russia and the East. 1920-19?l: A Documentarv Survev,

(Stanford: Stantbrd University Press, 1957). For a survey of üe CCP in general see The Rise to

power of the chinese communist pınv: Document and Analvsis (Annonk. New York: ivt.E.Sharpc

Inc., fonhcoming) by Tony Saich with a contribution by Benjamin Yang
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c) Memoirs. biosraohies. bio sraohical handbooks

Unfornınaıely, most of üe important Chinese participants died before üe recent fad for memoir

wriıing got off üe ground in China. However, üere are a number of sources which are usefü.

M.N.Roy's memoirs are interesting to read while those of Otto Braun are far less so A

Comintem Asent in China. |932-19-?9 (Sıanford: Starıford Universiry Press, 1982). Wang Ming's

quasi memoirs are wonh a dip into although the reader is advised to read carefully, Mao's etraval

(Moscow: Progress Publishen, 1979). Lydia Holubnychy's unfinished study of Borodin presents a

wealü of deıail Michael Borodin and the Chinese Revolution. 1923-25, (l.iew York: East Asian

Institute, Columbian University, l979) and is a good companion to Jacobs, Borodin. Staiin's Man

in Chinı.

Two rccently published China memoirs are wonhwhile in this context. The fint are üose

of Li Weihan, Huivi vu vaniiu (Reminisccnces and Rcsearch) (Beijing: Materials on CCP Hisıory

Publishing House, l986). This work is panicularly inıcrcsting for party dcvclopment and high-level

politics such as were played out at üe 7 August Emergency Confcrcnce. The sccond are üe

memoirs of Wu Xiuquan which providc valuablc information on how the influence of üc pro-

Soviet group in üe party was broken up. Wu had been an interprcter for the CCP in many of is

dealings wiü Comintem rcpresentadvcs in the üirties.s8

For CCP and related Comintem personnel, ıhe most extensive new guide is tiıe series üat

was launched by Professor Hu Hua before his death, Zhonqqonq dangshi renwuzhuan (Biographies

of Historical Personages of üıe CCP) (Xi'an: Shaanxi People's Publishing House, l980-present).

This is a projecıed series of 50 volumes and to date over 40 have been published. in general üe

quality of üe biographies improves as üe series progresses but it is uneven. This series can be

used in conjunction with Chen Yutang's zhonssons dansshi renwu bieminslu, zimins, biminp,

huaming iPseudonyms of CCP Personaliıics in üe History of the CCP, Original Namcs, Pen

Names, Aliascs) (Beijing: Peopie's Pubiishing House, 1985). üe dictionarv conıains l92 enrrics on
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key figures in üıe Communist movement. Each entry provides brief biographical details and a list

of aliases etc and where üey were used. Most useful is the index of aliases.

There are a huge number of bibliographies published but as far as I know tiıere is not one

specifically for üe Comintem.
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Notes

l. The neglect of Sovieı wnüngs and archives on üe Chinese revoluüon is deliberate. This wiil be üe
subjecı of a separate presentaüon by Pıcfessor A. Grigoriev, The Russian Academy of Sciences.

2. See, for example, Robert (].North, Moscow and üe Chinese Communists (Sunford: Sıanford
Universiry hess, 1953).

3. Conrad Brandt, Sıalin's Faiiure in China (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1958). An
earlier analysis published in 1938 üıt laid üe blame at Stalin's feeı was Harold R. Isaacs, The Traqedy o[
the chinese Revolution (Stanford: S,anford Universiıy hess, 196l, second revised edirion).

4. These accouns ackıowledge üe genera.l coıTectness of üe Comintern's line on China during üe
period but claims ıhat mistakes w,]re made during üe period from 1925 ta |927. PRC official historians
claim ıhat üese misıakes derived irom üe righüsı tendency wiüin üe Cominıern at üe time and General
Secreıary, Chen Duxiu's slavish aCherence ıo üe instructions from üe Comintern.

5. Benjam in Schwanz, Ch;nese Communism and ıhe Rjse o| ]44q (Cambndge, Mass: Harvard
University Press, l979).

6. Schrun has analyzed in deuıl üe process of üe "sinificaıion of Marxism" and üe interplay of üe
uaditional and Marxist in üıe,ıersona of Mao Z,cdong. See, for example, Stuarı R.Schram, The Political
Thoucht of Mao Tse-ıung §eu York: Praeger Publishers, 1969) For his mosı recent views see The Thoucht
of Mao Tse-tung (Cambridge: Jambridge Universiıy Press, 1989). For a recenı view üaı sees üe relaıions-
hip bctween üe CCP and üe Comintcm in ıerms of conf]ict see John W Garver, Chinese-Sovicı Relaüons
1937-1945: The Dirılomacy ı ,f Chincse Naıionalism (Oxford: Oxford University hess, 1988) and "The
Origins of üe Srcond Unite l Fronu Thc Comintern and üe Chinese Communist Party," in The China
Quartcrly, No. ll3, March, p,ı.29-59.

7. Dirlik is üe nıost ı:cenı scholar to argue üaı üe role of üe Comintern was crucial for forging
togcther üe party in is na;cent pcriod. By conırası, van de Ven highlighs üe indigenous roots of ıie
communist, movemenı,. Noı ınly did üis locajism have a sııong impacı on üe first decade of üe CCP but
also üere were regionat gTcupings, such as üat in Sichuan, ıhaı came inı,o existence wiüouı reference to üe
Comintcm and even wıüoııt contacı wiü ıiıe "lounding fathers", Chen Duxiu and Li Dazhao. Arif Dirlik,
The Oriqins of Chinesc Cı
Foundins of the Chine:e (

,mmunism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) and Hans van de Ven, The
ommunisı Partv and üe Search for a New Politica-l Order. l920-1927 (Harvard

University: Unpublishec Pt..D disserution)

8. For an account of üe role of Maring and üe problems he encountered see Tony Saich, The Orieins
of üe First United Front in China. The Role of Sneevliet (Alias Maring) (Leiden: EJ.Brill, l99l. The best
account of Borodin's work in China is Ll,dia Holubnychy's uncompleted work Michael Borodin and üe
Chinese Revolution, 1 )23-25 §ew York: East Asian Insıituıe, Columbia Universiıy, 1979). Oııo Braun has
wriıten his own acco:ınt of his work in china and üe frustraüons he encountered, A comintern Agent in
China. l932-1939 (Sıınford: Stanford universiıy hess, 1982). See also üe memoirs of M.N. Roy and finally
üe frustraıions encoıjnı,ered by Vladimirov when he was in Yan'an, The Vladimirov Diaries: Yenan. China,
|91215 §ew York: Doubleday, l975).

9. On üis issue see Lawrence R.Sullivan, 'The Evoluıion ol Chinese Communist Organızation and
Leadership Doctrine. |92lı-|949', in T,jny Saich and Hans van de Ven (eds.), New Pespectives on üe
chinese communist Revoluıion (forücoıııing.1.

10. See Sullivan, ibid. The ıension ;rcaı.cd betwecn the parıy norms and lv{ao Zcdong's rise ıo suprcme
power is interesringly handled in Tciwe ,. 'The Formaıion of thc ]v'faoist Lcıdcrship' in Tonv Sa:ch uıd hans
r,ın de Ven ıeds.), New Pc,rsDecüves oı: ıhc chinesc communıst Revotuıion.
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11. Apart from his regular conlact wiıh eırly parıy leaders and his brieiings at mecrings, ivlaıing aiso
publishcd many arıicles in üe Chinese communist press under one of his pen-names, Sun Duo (Sentot). For
an English uanslation of üese articles and oıhers writıen while he was in China see Saich, The sins of
üe First United Front in China, voi.2, 73'7-836.

12. This latter figure includes also üose from the GMD. From 1925 !o 1928 üe universiıy was cıjled
üe Sun Yaı.-sen Universiıy of Working People of China. The irsı batch of 14 studens to go ıo Soviet
R.ussia were from üe Foreign lınguage School in Shanghai. For deıails of üe ıraıning progruTs see
M.F.Yunev and A.V.Pansov, 'Comintern, CPSU (B) and ldeological and Organizauonal Evoiuuon of üe
Communist Party of China', in R.Ulyanovsky (ed.), Revoluıionarv Democracy and Communists in üıe Eası
(l\4oscow: Progress Publishers, 1990), pp. 283-333. The auüors estimaıe üat of üe l18 ıop leaders ın üe
CCP during üe period before 1949, some 70 percent were trained in Sovieı Russia.

13. One might add Kang Sheng who was ğained in üe ways of üe Soviet secret police and oversaw i§
Chinese equivalent unül his deaü in l975.

l4. Dirlik, The Oriqins of Chinese Communism, p.269

15. This is convincingly argued by Fredenck C.Teiwes in'The Formaıion of ıhe lv{aoisı i-cadership:
From üc Rcturn oi Wang lvling ıo üe Sevenıh Parıy Congress', in Tony Saıch and Hans van de Ven (ed.),
New persrrccıives on üe chinese communisı Revolution.

16. Wang Jiaxiang rclayed üis information to a Poliıburo meeıing hcld on 14 Septembcr 1938. Iı is
claimcd thaı it was afıcr rcceiving üis news üaı Mao dccidcd ıo convene üe Sixü Plenum of üe Sixü
Ccnual Commiıtcı (Septembcr-Novembcr 1938). See "Gongchan guoji zhixing weiyuanhui zhuxiıuan de
jueding" (Dccision of üe Presidium of üc ECCI), Septcmbcr 1938, in The Cenıral Party Archives (ed.),
Zhonsgonq zhonqyan g wcniian xuanii (Sclecrcd Documen§ of üe CCP CC), vol.1O (Beijing: Central Parıy
School Publishing Housc, 1985), pp.574-75. Sce also. Zhao Shcnghui, Zhongeuo gonqchandang zuzhishi
gangyao (An Ouıline Organisaüonal History of ıhe CCP) (Anhui: Anhui Pcople's Publishing House, 1987),
p. l45. Dimiırov, a Bulgarian communist, was appointed Srcrcıary Gencral of üe Cominıern at üe Scvenü
Congrcss in 1935.

|'7. Mao himsclf tclt thaı üe Cominıcrn had played a progressive role up unul 1927 and again between
mid-1935 and is dissoluüon in 1943.

18. The visiı was deıidcd on wiü üe agreemenı of ıhe Cominıcrn. K.Shevelyov, 'On üe History of üe
Formaıion of üe Communist Parry of China', in Far Eastern Affairs, no.1, l981, p. l29.

20. It would appeıf üat Voitinsky had no specific brief ıo establish a Communist Pany buı ıhaı he
suggested it after observing ıhe siıuation in China.

21. For an interesıing discussion of ıhe study socieıies and üeir poliücization see van de Ven, The
Founding of üe Chinese Communist Partv, pp. 84-120.

22. Formerly iı. was suggesıed üat üis group was founded in May but üis is more likely üe founding
dııe of üe Marxisı Research Society.

23. See T. Saich, 'Through ıhe Pası Darkly: Some New Sources on üe Foundıng ol üe Chinese
Communist Party', intemaıiona] Rev of social His vol.30, pı.2, 1986, pp. |67-i6 for dcıeıis
concerning üe foundıng of üese organizıuons.

]]. This is cleıılv seen in his report of July |922 to the ECCI

19. Dirlik, The Onqins of Chinese Communism, p.253.
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25. Dalin had been in Canıon during ttıe monıhs of April to June to help with arrangemens for üe
Congress of üe Socialist Youü League. Dunng this period he engaged in discussions about üe feasibility of
a united front wiü üe GN{D.

26. Afıer üe Congress, üe poiicy was not, smooüly implemenıed, indeed it was hardly implemented at
all. The Central Bureau of üe parıy decided to move back ıo Shanghai as it felt üıat not much could be

achieved wiü Sun Yaı_sen and beıause it wanıed to create new organizaıions in üe nonh eiüer to bring
abouı a ndical change in üe dominant opinions wiüin üe GMD, or to create a new naıionalist party. This
was quite contrary ıo Maring's inıenlions although even he was moved to muse abouı a GMD wiüout Sun aı
is head.

28. Holubnychy, Michael Borodin and the Chinese Revolution, pp.254-56

29. 'Sun zhongshan dui ıanhe gongchandang chengwen zhi pishi'(Sun Yaı-sen's Commenıs on a

Peıiıion to Impeach the Communisı Party), in Tanhe qonqchandang liangda vao'an (Two Imporıant, Cases of
Impcachmenı of the CP) (n.p.: GMD Cenual Supcrvisory Committee, Scptember l927), in Gemins wenxian
(Documents of üe Revoluuon;, no.9, June i955, p. 2

30. C.M.Wilbur and J.L.Y.How, Docume nts on Communism, N lism and sovieı Adviscrs in china
l 9 l 8_1927 §ew York Columbia Universiıy Press, 1956), p.228.

3l. Jğd., pp.225-27.

35. See 'Guogong liangdang guanxi jueyian' (CCP Resolulion on Relaüons Between üe Two Parties).

36. X.J.Eudin and R.CNorü, Sovieı Russia and the East, l920-1927lL Dpçgrnentaıy Survey (Sıanford:
Sıanford University hess, l957), p.304 and R.C.Norıh and X.J.Eudin, M.N.Rov's lvlission to China, p.l07

3'7. According ıo Zhang Guoıao, Chen handed in a leıter of resignaıion on 15 Ju|y 1927. His reason for
wiüdrawal was said to be üaı üe Comintern's insistence üat üe CCP develop i§ own policies combined
wiü is insisıence üaı üe CCP noı wiüdraw from ıiıe GMD made work impossible. Ctang Kuo-t'ao, The
Rise of ıhe Chinese Communist Partvl 1921-l.927 (I_awrence: University Press of Kansas, l971), vol.l, pp
655 and 7l5. However, üis is noı quiıe accurate as in accord.ınce wiıh Comintern instructions, üe CCP
cenual auıhoriıies were reorganized and Chen's leadership stopped on 12 July l927. See Poliıicai Academy
of üe Chinese People's Libenrion Army (ed.). Zhonqqonq danqshi ziliao (Maıerials on CCP Hisıory)
(Beijing: Jiefang.lun chubanshe, February i982), pp. 57-58.

38. Obviously one cınnot go into a]l ıiıe detuls here and discussion will focus on üe case of Li Lisan's
leadcrship and üe lormaıion of a second united fronı wiü the GMD.

39. This view differs somewhat from üat exprcssed in C.Brandt eı a.l. The auüors aıtnburc üe menıion
of continued coopenıı,ıon wiü üe GMD ıo Sıalin's need to "ıo hide üe ugly facs which beiied his
inııjlibiliıy '' C.Brandı, B.Schwarz and J.K.Fıirbıuık. A Documenlırv History of Chinese Communism
'ı'ork: Aücneum, 1966), p.98

(New

27. 'Istoricheskie korni chentusiuizma' (Historical Rooıs of Chen Duxiu-ism), Problemv Kiıaia
(Problems of China), no.3, 1930, 2l0, quoted in L.Holubnychy, Michael Borodin and üe Chinese
Revolution. !923-1925 §ew York: East Asian Instiı,ute, Columbian Universiry, l979), pp.3'76a-377.

32, The 'Theses' can be found in J.Dcgns (ed.), The Communist Intemaıional 1919-1943 Documents
(Oxford: Oxford Universiıy hess, l951-53), vo1.2, pp. 336a8.

33. A policy thaı was being pursued quasi-independently by Mao Zedong.

34, See 'Resoluıion of üe Eighü ECCI Plenum on üe China Quesıion' in Degras (cd.), The
Communisı Intemational l919-1943, vo1.2, pp. 384-90.TÜ

ST
AV

 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



,J

.10. B.Lominadze had arrived in China as üe Comintcrn representative ıo replace tvl.Borodin and
M.N.Roy. He parıicipaıed in drafting üe "Circular Letter" adopted by ıhe meering. He reıurned to üe Soviet
Union aı üe end of |927.

.11. The suggestion üat üe Congress be held in Moscow had been made by Qu Qiubai as head of ıhe
i,emporary Poliıburo and a Comintern represent:ative in China, O.A.Mitkevich. This was acceptcd by üe
ECCI. A.Grigonev and K.Shevelyov, "On üe 60th Anniversary of üe 6ü CPC Congress'' in Far Eastern
Affairs, no.5, 1988, pp.S1-82.

42. "Resoluüon on üe Chinese Quesıion", February t928 in XJ.Eudin and R.M.Slusser (eds.), Soviet
Foreiqn Policv. l928-1934: Documenıs and lvlaterials (lJniversiıy Park: Pennsylvania Sıate Universiıy Press,
1967), pp. 83-86.

43. Gonqchan suoii zhixinq weivuanhui sei zhon _qongchandang zhoneyang weivuanhui de xin,
Materials of üe comintern concerning the chinese Revolution @eking: Chinese Academy of Socia.l
Sciences l982), vol.2, pp.1-18.

44. Resoluüon of üe CCP CC Conceming üe Comintern's Direcüves in üe February Lerar and How
to Implcmenı ıhe Correcı Line of üe Sixü Congrcss and üe Comintern, in üe Cenral Party School (ed.),
zhonssons dangsh i iiaoxue cankao ziliao (Reference Maıerials on Teaching CCP Hisıory) @eking: Rcnmin
chubanshe, l978), vol.2, pp.6-9,

45. The lcıter was published in Pravda on 29 Dccember 1929.

46. Sce "Zhongguo gongchandang jicshou gongchan guoji dishici quanu huiyi jueyi de jucyi"
(Rcsoluuon of üe CCP Accepung üe Resoluıion of üe Comintcrn's Tenü Plenum), 20 Dccember |929 in
The Central Party School (ed.), Zhonqgonq zhonqvanq weniian xuanii, vo!.5, pp.523-29 and "Jieshou guoji
yijiu erjiunian shiyue ershiliu ri zhishixin de jueyi - guanyu lun guomindang gaau pai he zhongguo
gongchandang de renwu" (Decision Accepıing ıhe Cominıern's Direcüve of 26 October |929 - Concerning
Discussion of üe Reform Faction of üe GMD and üe Tasks of üe CCP) in ibid., vo1.6, pp.1-1l. On of üe
firsı vict,ims of üıis atıack on righıism was Chen Duxiu.

47. The agcnt of üe Far Eastern Otfice of üe ECCI in Shanghai did reply in a letıer of 20 June. He
expressed his disagreemenı wiü üe resoluıion and re4uested üıat iı noı be disributed. This seems ıo have
angercd Li L.isan sufficienıJy üaı he wro(e ıo ıhe ECCI catiing for his dismisııl and üe dissolution o[ the

office. Yang Yunruo, Gongchan guoii he zhongquo qemine quanxi iishi. 1919-1943 Eecords of üe
Relaüons Beı.ween ı}ıe Comintem and üe Chinese Revoluııon) (Beıjing: Peopie's Publishing House, l983),
p.86.

48. See B.Schwarız, Chinese Communism and üe Rise of Mao (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard Universiıy
hess, l979), p.l43: "Far from condemning üe Politburo ll June leııer, üe ECCI letter of 23 July actuaily
endorses is basic strategic suggesüons"; Hsiao Tso-Iiang, Power Relations within the Chinese Communist
lv{ovemenı l930-1934 (SeatıJe: Universiıy of Washington Press, l96l), vol.I, p.25: "A close examinaıion of
üe Comintern direcuve of 23 July l930 and ıhe CCP Poliıburo resolution of ll June shows discrepancies
which go beyond üe scope of timing and ıacıics"; Thornıon, The Comintern and the Chinese Communists,
l928-193l, p.l75: "The Cominıern's analyses üen sııipped Li of any üıeoreıica-l ambiguities he mighı have
aııempted to use to mainrain his posiuon."

-19. There was no diıect telegraphic communicaıion between üe Party Cenııe and üe Comintern betbre
early 193l.

50. The "rcıumed students" groups rcfers to those ıvho had come back to China from studies in Sovicı
Russia. They formed a gToup undcr üe lcıdership of Wang Ming, Bo Gu and Zhang Wenrian. The group is
ılso refencd to as üe "]3 Bolsheviks" afıer üe group of sıudens who returned from Sun Yat-scn Universıtv
in \1oscow. Pıvel \{if had bcen ücir pırron and hıd inılucnced them ürough his posiıions as dırccıor oi. üe

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



ECCI's Chinese Commission, deputy direcıor of the Comintem's Fırr Easıern Sccreıariaı,, and president of
Sun Yaı-sen University.

5l. Shao Yu [Wang lvling], "The Cunent War Among üe Warlords and üe Tasks of üe Party",
Bolshevik, 5 June 1930.

52. This letıer is ofıen refened ıo as üe letıer of 16 November 1930 because of üe date of its amval in
China. "Gongcnan guoji zhixing weiyuanhui guanyu li lisan luxian wend gei zhongguo gongchandang
zhongyang weivuanhui yuanhui de xin" Qetter from üe ECCI ıo Members of üe CC of the CCP
Concerning üe Li Lisan line), in The Translaıion Croup of ıhe Insıiıute of Modern History of the Chinese
Academy of Sociaj Sciences (ed.), Gonqchan quoii vouguan zhongeuo geming de wenxian ziliao (Documen-
uıy Maıerials Concerning üe Comınlern and üe Chinese Revoluıion.1 (Peking: Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, l982, pp.103-12.

53. Yang Yunruo, Gongchan euoii he Zhonqguo gemine guınxi iishi 19l9-1943.

54, This is üe date üat is used in officia] publicıuons and is sull followed by PRC hisı,orians. See, for
example, The Research Department on Party History of üe CCP CC, zhonssons daneshi dashi n iınbao, p.

9l. Some contenporary evidence suggests üat üıe Pany Cenue moved as early as l93l. Here iı is suggested
üaı movemenı ol key personnel did bcgın in i93l buı üaı üe lormal organizaıion did noı move unıil
January l933. However, üe Provisional Parıy Centre in Shanghai was a largely ineffeııual rump a[ this time.

55. On üis see Shum Kui-kwong, Thc Chincse Communisıs' Road to Power: The Anti-Japanese
National Uniıcd Fronı (l935-1945) (Oxford: Oxtord Universiıy Prcss, l988), pp.18-27

56. Shum sugges§ üıaı üis policy dcrived lrom Wang Ming's idcas. Shum Kui-kwong, Thc Chinese
r: The Anti-J National United Front l 935- l 94 (Oxford: Oxford

Univcrsııy Prcss, 1988), p.19.

5'7. Because üıe announcemenı had be.en submiııcd o and approved by Dimiuov and Sıalin aı ıhe
Comintcrn Congress in Augusı, iı is commonly refened to as ı,he "August First Declaraüon." According ıo
Wang N'ling, he draftcd üe Declaıaıion while convalescing from an illness in June l935. Wang Ming, Mao's
Betraval (}v{oscow: Progress Publishers, l979), p.68. Previously, the ongins of üis declaraıion had been
subjecıcd to much debaıe buı, now iı is quiıe cleır üaı iı was prepared by Wang Ming in Moscow.

58. These memoirs were published in four paıts in Zhonqqone danqshi ziliao (lvlaterials ot CCP
Hisıory) (Beijing: Maıenajs on CCP History Publishing House.;, no.1, l980, pp.ll4-79; no.2, |982, pp.l69-
2l8; no.4, 1982. pp.50-135; and no.7, 1983, pp.La3-225.
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