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Inıroüıction

The history of the Iraııian Commımist movement is closely linked wiü the absorption of lraıı ino üe capialist
world maıkeı This process began in üe afterrrıaıtı of lrarı's two military defeas by expıısioist Ruscia and is
loss of substantial teniories ceded in the l8l3 and 1828 treaties.ı In direct consequeırce of üıese Eeaties, aıd
those subsequenüy signed with Britaiı,, Iıaıı's traditional economy underıreııt drastic t€shrrıring, linking is
prodırction o the needs of the capiolist world marteı Given the country's gopoütical sinıation betweeıı an
expaıısionist Russia uıd British colonialism in the East, the manpower released from the traditioııal crafts uıd
agıiculnne, which were now nıined in consequaıcc of üe new economic relations, could not be absorbed ino
üe ıpw, colonial econmic stnrcuırc. It had ıo emigraıe massively. It was mctly aüzrctcd to lraıı's former
Caırcasiaıı territcies recently cod€d to üe Russian Empiıe, where cağtalist developmaıt was making rapid
srides.

As a result of üıe diffrc,ulties that üis massiııe immigraıion created for the militant labc moveınent in
üıe Rııssian Empiıe and is Ggmizador§ in üe Caucasıs, the politicization of Iranian immigrans in thı ıegion
became inevitable. Iıaııians weıe drawn ino ıhe strike movement and poütical oganizations, of which üe lıaııian
Social Democratic Party (Fcrqeh-yi Ejıeıııö'iyıuı-Amiyın, Mojalıedı FEAM)2 was tip most successful in
recrııiting lıaniaırs. This orgaııization played a signifıcant role in the Persian Constituüonal Revolution in 1906
1909,1 which broke out jııst after Japıı's defeat of Russia and the ouüreak of ıhe Russian revolution. Becaııse
of Czarist pre§§ure, Bıitish complicity aııd is own internal wealııe§ses, üıe Corıstiotiorıal system inroduced in
t908-1909 was again dismanüed in laıe l9ll. This disappointing experience dıove üe more radical elements
of üe Saial-Democratic movement to cıeate, a few yeaıs later, a more revolutionry organization fa the
leadenhip of ıhe popular movement in üe counry.

I. Tlıc Birth ğ tlu Coııırıııııısı Mwcment aııd ılu Sages of its Developmenı

Thıs, dııring the Great War ıhe lraııian Communist movement came ino being in üıe oil fields of Baku among
the more radicat members of üe FEAlvl The radical veterans of üe FEAM felt all the more jıstifıed in üeir
new positiuı as üıeir country waı ıpw occupied by thc bclligeıent parties engaged in the Great War, namely,
the Russians, British and Tiırts, as şrell as Gerınan şias. Whaı i§ mor€, a national-ıevolutionary movement, üıe
so-called Jaııeali (ForasQ movementr led by a veteran Constioüonalist Mirza Kuchek Khaıı, had come into
being in lraıı's Caşian pnoyiıpes, which, at that time, were occupied by Russiaıı roopsJ

After the fall of Czarism, which gave a rnw impetus ıo the revolutioııry movernent inside lran, üıe
Irarıiarı Commuııist movement smn extended itself o ıhe norüıern regions of üe counry. The movement was
ıe first of its kind in üe Easq and, a§ it happerıed, the first to be tiquiüıed under üe joint assaıılt of Stalinism
in Soviet Russia and üe Pai,lavi miütary dictaıorship, insulled in üe early l920's in lrarı.

The hisory of lraııiarı Communism proper is represented by üe acüvities of the Iranian Communist

1 For a hisory of AngloRussian relations wiü lran see M. Atkin, l?ıssıa aıü lran, 1780-1828
(Minneapolis, 1980) and Finız Kazgrnzadeh, iısşia and Britain in Persia, 18&-1914. A Sludy in Impeia-
luın (ındon, 1968).

2 For its history, see Schapoıır Ravasani, Sowjeırepublik Gilaıı, Die sozialistisclıe Bewegung im lran seit
Ende des 19.Ih. bis 1922 @erlin, [1973]), ch. II, and Cosroe Chaqueri (ed.), La Social-ddırıocratie en lran.
Articles es fucıımenls @orence, 1979).

3 See Edward G. Browne, Tlu Persian Revolution ]905-1m9 (Cambridge, l9l0), and Cosroe Chqueri,
Social-Democracy in ıhe Persian Constitutioıwl Revolwion, lm5-I91] (forücoming).

n See Ravasani, Sowjetrepııblik Gilan, pp. 279ss.
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Party (Ferqeh-yi Komonist-i lran; FKI). After üe invasion of han by üe Allies in late Summer 1941, a new
party, üe Tudeh Party of kan (Hezb-i Tııdch-yi lrani Iif"I), was organized under the auşices of üe Comintern
by a group of hanian reformers. The most prominenı foıııders were avowedly Communist arıÜor had previously
belonged o the FKL Including üe first few years of üe I{TI while üe Comintern was still opeıative, üe history
of the traııian Communist movement may be periodized as follows:

1) The foırıative years (summer 19l6-June 1920), which corresponded o a period when the Iraıı was
occupied by foreign troops, the economy was in ruins, aııd poverty and famine ravaged tiıe country, üıeıeby
preparing üe terrain for a resıırgeırce of revolutioııry activity by raücal elements who had taken part in üe
constinıüorıal Revolution:

a) ıhe formation of the 'Aüllaı (Justice) Party by the miliüant working+lass members of the FEAM
(summer 19l6-şring 1917);

b) the exterısion of party cganizations o üe interior of lraıı, and üe creation of üıe FKI (summer l9l8-
şpring 1920).

2) The panicipation of the FKI in the governmerıt of the Soviet Socialist Republic of lraıı (SSRD u
Gilan, a perid characterized by the revolutioııary ğlan urıder ıhe leadenhip of Kuchek Khan who had launchcd
paıtisan waı&ıe again* üe occupying armies in the norüı of the country,5 (June t92$September l92l):

a) üıe first coalition goyernmğıt of the SSRI in Gitan (Jııne S_July l5, 1920);
b) the revolutioııary tate_over by the FKI of the SSRI (Augıst l92$,Apil l92l);
c) the secord coalition goverııment of üe SSRI (April§eptember 1921).
3) The ııon-revoluüoııary, semi-legal phase (fall t9l-fall 1925), üe period which wimessed the rise

of lrarı's miütry dictattrstıb ıınder Reza Khaıı, who had been brougiıt to pow€r by üe British-ld coup d'6aı
of Febrııry 19l, aiming at üıe supp,ıession of the revolutioıary movement arıd uıti-British resisümce acrı§§
üe coun§.

4) The oal repıression and üe reorganization of üıe FKI, üe mütant phase (1926193l), üe era dııring
which Reza Khan established himself as the head of üe new ruling Pahlavi dynasty 0Y2eL979» in lran,
corsolidating his absolute power.

5) The disapıpecaııce of the FKI under the joint assault of Salinism and the Pülavi miüary dictatoship
(1931_1933).

6) The Aıarıi Gruıp (1934-1938).
7) The formative years of üe Tudeh Party of Iran (l%1-1943), which followed the forced aMication

of Reza Khan after the iıint occupation of Iıaıı by üe Anglo-Soviet roops in September 1!X1.

2. Soıırces aııd Hisıoriograplıy

Hindered by the unaccessabiliğ of archival soıııces in lrarı and the USSR aııd üıe difficulty of access to even
contempoıary printcd sottıt}qs, üıe sody of this moyerıent daıes back only o üe eaıty l970's. tt needs o be
'ıırttıered by reseaıch in üıe as yet fuıecessible aıchives in the two countries meııtioned above. The aıchives of
ıe'Adilaı Party, üe FK[, aııd the SSRI arc !o be found in the gchives unül recaıtly held by üıe forrıer Insti-

tutes of ivtanıism-tıninisrrı (tML) in Moscow, Tiflis, and Baku Other fıles may be found in the açhives of üe
Foreign Minisry and the lnteıior Mini§try (Secret Police) in Iran (now ap,prenüy all raıısferred !o lran's
National Aıchives Organization).6

As regards memoirs, those concerning ihe 'Aüllaı and the FKI, if existing at all, may have been
deposited at üe IML in Baku, Tiflis and, possibly, Moscow. For the Araııi Group perid and the HTI formative

5 For a detailed study of ttıis movement, see C. Chaqueri, The Birth of tlu Traııma: Briıain, Soviet
Rıssia aııd the Soviet Socialisı Repııblic of lran, 1920-1921 (Pittsburgh, 1992).

6 Two recent documentaries by young lraniaıı researchers have been published on üe basis of üıese
aıchives and personal inıerviews: K. Bayat and M. Tafreshi (eds.), KlıEıeraı Dordn-i Separi-slıodeh, 1299--
1329 (leherarı, l99l); K. Bayat (et.\, Fa'EliyaıM-yi Komonisti dar Dowreh-yi Reza Shah, 1300-13]0
(Teheran, 1992).
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years, several mğnoinı have only recerıtly become available.? Their qııaliry is, however, very much affected by
subseqırnt events in the lives of üıeir aııttprs aıd in rocent Irarıiaıı hisory.No complete bibüogıaphy of üe
Iraııian Commıınist movement is as yet available. Whaı is acccssible is scauercd thıoııghout in Sovict
bibliographies on lraıı. For the Comintcrn pıbtications reg;r,ding lraıı, üıe bcst available §oıııco is still l'Iz-
terıaıbıuk Coıııınıııiste eı les Pays Coloniaıı, 1919-1935 by Emica Colloti-Pischel and Chiara Robertazzij

To daıe the two Persian aıd AııgloFranco€erman series edited by Cosoe Clıaqueri in nventyorıe
volumed and eleven volumesıo raspectively, aıe üe most complete collecüoııs of dauments. Heıe most of
the scauered material in westem govenım€nt aıphives as well as üe material available so far from ttp Sovieı
Union and lraıı have been publi§ıed" Almost all üıe progıammatic documen§ issııed by the FKI caıı be found
in üıe two series. Tlıey perain to üıe two FKI congıesses Oeld in sııııımer 1920 aııd fall Lgn> as well as to üe
progıarıı adopted by üe 'second" C-entral Commiuee of the FKI in l92l.ıı Access o the Rıssian aıçhives
containing, inıer alia, üe decisions of üe FKI plenums between 1921 and 193l would lead ıo a clerer picnıre.

3. From ılE 'Adahı Party a ılı. FKI

The develqment of the 'Adalü Prty and is zuccessor, the FK[,ı2 is associaıed with ıhe rise of lraıı's
revolutionry, anti-colonial movement§ after tıe First World War and their defeaı ıınder the military dictataship
led by Reza Ktıan

7 Nosratollah Jahaııshaiılou-Afshar, Ma va Biganegaıı. Sargoı.ashı (D{ls§eldğf, 1982); Anva Khamü-i,
Paııjah w SehıVCar Cleiıeıaıı, 1983), and, Forsu-i Bozorg-i a Dast Rğtelı (Teheraıı, 1964); E. Tabarl
Kazlvölıch $ehcılaq lgrD; Iıadj Estaııdary, Klıüeraçi Sia§j, ed" by Babak Amiıthosıowi and Fercydoıın
Azarnoıır,2 vols., (Paris, l9B7 and 1988); Aıdeshir Avanesian, Khaıcrat, ln0-1326, ed. by Büat
Amirthosrowi uıd Fereydoun AzArmur (Pari§, 1990).

ı hri§, etc., 1968.

9 Cosroe Chaqeri (eA), Historical Docıımcns: Ttu Workers' , Social-Deınoc,ratic, aıü Coııııruıııist
Movement h lraıı,2l vols., (in ksian; Flaence and Teheraıı, 19G,1990), eş. vols. |,3,4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, ll, 13, 14, L5, l7,19, 20 and 2l (microfilmed, The J. Regerutein Library, Middle East Division, The
University of Chicago, Chicıgo, 1992).

ı0 Cosroe Chaqueri (Kostııow Shak€ri) (&), Hisary of ılıe Laboııı Movcment in lran, 11 vols.: I: la
Social-Dğıtıocraıie en lran. Articlcs et Documenıs (Florence, 1979); tr-V: Tlıc Coıüitbn of ılıe Working
Class in lran (a docııınenıary fuary),4 vols., vol. 1 (Florence, 1978); Y|: Le Moııyemenı Coırıınıııisıe en
/ran (Florence, 1979); VII: A. Sulunzade, Politisclu Schrifıen (Florence, 1975); VIft A. Sulıanzade, Ecrits
Economiqıus (Floıerre, l99); D(: Tlu Revolııioııary Moveııunı in Irüı vs Great Briain aıü Sovieı ıtııssıo,
1914-1932 (Floreırce, 1979); X-)il: Clallcnging tlıe Esnblislvnent: tlıc lranian l^efr, 1905-]983, 2 vol§.,
(Clifon, NJ., 192).

ıı See Chaqueri (ed), Hislorical Docuımenıs, vols. 1 and 6, and I-e Mouvemenı Coıııınıııisu en lran. See
als,o Programıııa Persidskoj Kommunisteöeskoj Partii (bol'ğevikov) (s.l.[Resht?], s.d. [t920?]), German
traııslaıion in Ravasani, Souıjeırepülik Gilan,pp.541ss., as well as ıhe Haidar üeses, ibid.,pg.609, a modi-
fied version of üe party prognm, published n |92I, ibid., pp.6l5ss., and of üe party statute, ibid., pp.
557ss. (all in German ranslation).

ı2 For üe hisory of. ıhe'Addlaı Party and üe FK[, see T.A. Ibrahimov (§achin), Iran Kommunist
Partiiasinin yaranusi (Bahı, l!b3); Ravasarıi, Sowjeırepııblik Gilan, pp. 245ss.; and Cosroe Chaqueri, "Le
Parti Communisto lıanien: Genğse, Ddveloppemenl eı Fin, 1916-1932" (unpublished Ph.D. disserulion,
Universitğ de Paris, Sorbonne Nouvelle, 1980), "Iranian Communism: üe Early Ptuse, 19161938", in
Encyclopaeüa lranica §ew York, 1992), and Victims of Faiıh: Iraııian Communists aııd ılıe Soviet Union,
l 9 ] 7 - 1 940 (forthcoming).
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Properly sp€aking, the first haniaıı Communist organization, tlıe 'Aülaı Party, as noıed above, was
founded in Baku out of üe remııan§ of ıhe FEAM, by and among Irarıian immigrarıt wcken. In consequence
of üe disintegıation of the country's traditional economy under ttıe colonial onslaıght, the lrarıian immigraııt
workers' community in üe soııüern provinces 61 gp f,ııssiaıı Empiıe had grown at üıe nırn of üe centııry to
hundreds of thousaııds, §ome |5 tDzOEo of üe oal male populaüon of lrarı's northern provinces. '.4dillaı worked
in close conjunction wiü the Caırasian-Musliın "braııch" of the Russian Social-Democratic Wckers Party
(Bolstpviks),the Himnaı (Determinatioıı/Endeavoıır). Ilaving taken part in üe Russiarı Civil War, ılıe'Adölat
was an early enıhusiast and strrorıg §ıDportsr of tip Communist Inornatiorıal (Ct)." It joined üe CI and was
p,reserıı at its First Congress in 1919. It depeııded on ttp Comintern not only inteüecnıally, but also cganization-
ally arıd finaııcially. In 1920 meınbers of, ilıe 'Adlllaı Party formed üe FKI; the FK['s founding congess took
place on 23-25lwıe 1920 ü Aıızali.ı'

As the organization of miliant woüers ftom lraıı, subjected o üıe tıarstı material and psychological
conditions of immigrarıt life and seasoned by the revolutioncy class sruggle in üe Caucasus, üıe 'Adabt
nanırally lended o belong o the most radical wing of the Caucasiaıı political scene. As such it opted for a
radical social progıam, which it wistıed o implunent inside lrarı. Declaring itself a "pıoletrian party', üe
'Adülu stated in its first Fogıam ıhaı it would fight for "lib€rty and üe welfaıe of humanity in a classless
society'. tt nev€(heloss would admit into its raııts ıpn-worters pıovided üıey were pıeearpd o figtu for üıe
interests of woı&en and peasans. It wantcd !o iı§tall a "pgıular, democratic 1ıow€r" befoıç poceeding o
nationalize all meaıs of prodırüon for the benefit of the wcking people. Furtlıermore,lhe'Aüllaı said it woııld
support üıe stnıggle agaiııst Rııssian Czrisın, for it believed üıat üıe liboatioıı of ttp Russian wo,rking people
would furtiıer üıe caııse of liberty and demarrcy in lraıı.ı5

While üe 'Adillat sunıived precciosly uıd illegally throughoıt its exisrcııcc until the establishmeııt
of Soviet power in the souıiı-we$ern Caııcasıs, üe FKI, operating inside Iıa& üough never considered a frıUy
legal prty, eniıyed, in üe fint years of its acüvity, that is up !o 1925, a certain "toleraııce" by the rising
militay dictaıontıip, aıd could pıınıııc iı8 actiyities mors or less openly. It was in üis period thaı üe FKI
collaborated, üıough raüer ıınilaıcrally, with the radical wing of the deınocratic movement in tiıe country.

orı the basis of üe available §ouıtıes, it is difficult to acquiı€ a cler picnıre of the social composition
of üe party's membersiıip. What litıle evideııce there is, indicates üıat üıe munbersiıip of the 'Adllla, as well
as, initially, of üıe FK[, was of worting-class ğigiıL The "domestication" of tlıe FKI insido üe country pan-
doically tended to aürrct to the oıgaııization members of the intelligentsia wiü "petty-boıırgeois" backgroıınds.

The election of üıe leadersiıip §eems to have been canied oııt quite demaraıically, at least until mid_
1%0. This sinıation chaııged aft€r thc inıolveıneııt of the FKI in üe revolutioııary moyement in üıe Caşian
provinces dııring üıe zummer ot 9?n when it entcıpd into a coalition with üe JaııgcJi movemenı The Caucasian
Bııreau (I{avhııo) of the Russian Commurıist Prty, under Stalin's influence, imposed a "seconü Cenral
Commiuee (CC) on the FKI u the end of üe Baku Congress of the Pmples of the East (§eprcınber 1920),
becaue of the differerıces of policy emerging wiıiıin the party, "dissolving' üıe 'first" CC elected at the party's

ı3 According o Arıetis (lvlltalllan) Sultanzade, in l9l8/l9 the party had ca 6,0ü) members in the Soviet
terriories. See Sultan Zade "The Communist Party of Iıar", Tlıe Coııımuııist Intenıatioııal, no. 13 (1920), pp.
104s., and Probleıııy soweııuııııoj Persıi (Moscow, 1922), p. 59.

" See nDer €rste Kongre8 der persischen Kommunisten der Partei'Adalat'", Die Koırıııuııistisclıe
Internationale, no. 14 (l9l), pp.225-230, and also Avetis (l*lrallan) Sultanzade, "K s'ezdu Penidskoj
Kommunistiğeskoj Partii", Koırıııuııirr (Baku), 5 June 1920, and "The Communist Party of lran", pp. 104s.
According to Sullanzade 48 delegates participated in üe congress, among ıhem "representatives of üe Com-
munists of Persia Tıırkestan, and the Caucasusn. According to oüer soıırces the number of participants was
71 (among üem 27 delegaıes from Kurdisan, Daghistan, Georgia, and Baku): 5l delegates entiüed to voı,e,
1l delegaıes in an adviscy capacity, and 9 guess; 48 mandates were confirmed- Ibrahimov (§achin), /raz
Kommunüt Partiiasinh yaraıııosi, p. 196; Ravasarıi, Sowjetrepııblik Gilan, p.255. Sulıanzade claimed üal
"In Persia itself, according o appoximaıe calculations, we tıave about 10,000 members of üıe Party,
dispersed üroughout the whole country."

ı5 See Chaqueri, "l3 Parti Communisıe Irarıien", ch. III, and Victiııu of Faiıh, ch. II.
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congı€stı ü Anzali.ı6 It seems that herrcefortiı the leadership of üe orgarıizaıion was chosen under üe direct
"guidaııce" of the Rusşian CP and in conjunction wiü the Comintcrn.

The FKI was, from is very incçtion, in conuct wiü üe Russiaıı CP aııd its subsidiaries in üe
Caırasıs uıd Ceııtral Asia most notably ıha Hiıılıııaı and the Kavbıııo. The nansfarıation of tlıe'Adölaı irııo
the lraııian commııniclpgrty was rcomplished under theaıışices of üe comintern cenralEasom Dçartmenı,
if not also under thce of üıe section of üe Rı,ssian cp dealing wiü üe Muslim rcpublics sprlnging up in üe
territories of the defunct Rıssian Empire. The early gerrcraıive lfuü, boüı organizaüoııally aııd perrcnally, wiü
the Russian Bolsheviis left a lasing impression uporı ttıe FKI and its furtlıer factioıul developmens. Thus, at
is foıınding cuıgress aı Anzali in Jıme 1920, two opıposing frcüons tmk ürye: üe "L€ft", led by Avetis (I{ikai-
lian) Sultanzade,ı? aligned wiü üe radical wing of the Cominteın leadership, aııd üıe nRight", associaıed with
the name of anoüıer Commımist leader, }hidar Khan Amoghli Cfariverdiev),ıt wh6e faction was under the
powerfrıl inilııence of Stalin's Kavburo led by Serge Ordzhonikidze.

As ıo the FK['s Bolshevization, it stıould be ıpted that it was "intıaten, as the birth of the FKI was
closely liıüed with Bolstıevik aganizatioıul rctiviües in the soııtheın Carcasııs. Moı€ov€r, üe party was laor
associated with üıe sorriet grand strarcgy for the E §ç in ıhat it was considere4 albeit only briefly, as üıe van-
gııud for ıhe eastward eıtcıısion of world ıpvolution ıııder ıhe aıışices of üo Comintern ı9

4.ICP's Rewlwionary Plıase: Involvctunı in ılu SSN

As üıe Civil Wr in Rııssia dıeıp o an end and üe CI was founded, there began, at least fc üe internatiqıalist
Commıııisıs, üıe phasc of üıe intcrnationalizatiıın of the rcvoluüon. To üis gıoııp belonged ıııany easteın
Communiss, among whom werc to be foıınd also üe leade$ of ıIıe 'Adalaı. They advocaıed the exterısion of
the revolutiğı ca,stwrds, particulrly 1, gp light of üe sııcccsses of the revolutionry movemcnt under kuchek
Khan in huı's Caspiaıı pıoyinc€s.

It was with üis in mind that üe 'Adalaı laıınched a campaign for the creation of an lıaııian Red Arrıy
in the Caııcasıs and Ccnnal Asia" whcıp many lranian immigıaııts still watcd and had joined thc ranks of ıhe
revoluüoııry moyemenl By üc time thc White Russians had be€n chascd ouı of Sovieı territmies, ıhc'Aülaı
was ready fc a fully-fbdgcd opention in Iran When the §oviet foıces, in prsııit of Denikin's White foccs,
arrived at han's Caspian pct of fuızali on 18 l\ı[ay 1920, detrhments of the lııııian Red Aımy weıe also
laııding on the lranian shgts.

It was ttnough the mediation of ıhe comınaııder of the Soviet Ca§piaıı Fleeı Raskolnikov, and üıe
Caırcasian Bolstıoıik lcadc8, §crge Oıdzhonikiılze, thaı üe lranian Commuııisıs oi ıhe 'Aülaı and üe langali
revolutionrics ımdcr Kııchck Khan wcıc hougbt ogcthcr in a coalitioı, dcclaıing the establishmcnt of üe Soviçt
Socialisı Repubüc of haıı on 5 Jıme 1920. In şite of üIp 'Adllaı's Commıınist prcgram, üe paties agreed thı
no Commımist p,roıpagaııOa paıticularly anti-reüğous propagaııdı woııld be dissemlnate( aıd ıp extreme
mea!ıııres woııld be talen.2o A revolutioııary goyemıneııt composed of Kuchc.k Khü'§ collaboraığs was created
under üe leaderstıip of a Revolutioııry Commicee §evkom), whcc members included boiı Sovieı arıd lraııiaıı
Communisu. The rypuenı aim of the Rertom fo üe imm€diate funııe was üıc c4uııe of üe Iraııian capttal
wiıh a view to iıstalling govenımeııı of üe SSRI üere. Whetiıer this was al§o the policy thaı l\ıtoscow was pur_
suing is not quite obviouş

Whatever Moscow's intention may have been, dissension soon develqed benveen the 'Adilaı

ı6 Cf. Ravasarıi, Sowjetrepııblik Gilan, pp. 304ss.; for üıe composition of üe "fııst" CC, see ibid., p.265.

ı7 See Cosroe Chaçeri (ed), Avens Sultaıızadc: ılu Forgotıen Revolwionıry. Life aııd Woıfu §lorence,
1986), and "The Forgotten Revoluüonary Theoretician of Iran", Iranian Stııdies, nos. 2-3 (1984).

" See A.I. Shamideh, Gaydar [Haidar] Ktwn Anwghrı (Baku, 1973).

|9 See Clwqırei, "Le Parti Comınıııisıe lranien", and also Chaqueri (ed.' rlu Revolutionary Movemenı
in lran vs Great Biıain and Soviet iııışıo.

a For a more detailed description, see Ravasani, Sowjetrepublik Gilan, pp. 279ss., and Chaqueri, Tie
Btrth of ıhe Traııma.
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Communiss plus a few of Kuchei Khaıı's radicat colleagues on üe orıe hand, aıuC the Jangali revolutioııaries
headed by Kuchek Khan on üe other. Ap,paıenıly üe bone of contention, exploited by the reactioııary forces arıd
their British mentors, was the aııü-religious pıopaganda which üe Jaııgali revolutiorıaries claimed was being
spread by some Communists. But üere is no doııbt thaı üe agarian quesüoı rvas üe real issue which finally
led to the break-ıp of the revolutioııry c@lition, üe reneat of Kırhek Khan ino üe foıeso aııd a Communist
'coııp" bringıng about the crcation of a "pıırely Communist regime".

While the 'Adlllaı Communist teadership under Sultaıızade adamarıtly insist€d orı the implemerıtation
of an agrarian reform as a coııditio siııc qıu non for the success of the revolutiorıary movement 2ı the Jaııgali
revolutionaries claimed thaı such ı ıeform would be counter-p,rodırctive arıd could not be successfrılly uıdera}en
unül after üıe captııre of Tetıeran aııd the seiaıre of power in üe country. Whatever üe caııse of its failıııt, the
coalition did not last very long aııd the various aiiempts over the next fouıteon months o merıd üıe fracnııpd
coalition caıne !o rıaııghl The moııement was finally defeaıed for ttıree reaııoıüı: a) its internal disseıısions; b)
the help given by üıe British to the cenual govenıment in Teheraıı with reoganizing üıe Iraııian military and
implanenting the Febrııry 1921 coııp d'6at uıder üe suong man Reza Khan; c) Soviet rappırochemuıt with
üe Teherarı govenıment, agıeeing not only o wiüdrarv support from the revolutioııary forces aııd üeFK[, but
also to p,revent thon from carrying out their ıBvolutionry actiüties. The soviet ambassador, Theodqe Roüsoin,
played a decisive role in üıe disrıanüing of this ıeıolutioııary moveınenl22

4, From Revolwioııoy Coıııınıııinı ıo Rğormbt Democracy

As noted above, at üe fir§t congı€ss of ihe 'Adölaı, held in Anzali in üe midst of rçvolutioııry rctivity while
the paty wa§ a paıuıer in the SSRI govenım€nt, üe party split ino two clearly maıtrcd hctiqıs: revoluüoııary
Communists and Communists who ağvocated a modeıate line fg lraıı. \Vhile üe former followed üe leadership
of Sulıanzade, a well+ducatıd l{rıist ıtporetician of Armenian peasaııt deşent from [raıı, the laner followed
üe guidelines of Caucasian Communists. Thi§ lağer groıp fiııally came under üe leadership of llaidar Khan,
a veterıın Social-Democıatic rctivisı Iıı September lY20l{aidr bcame the chairman of the "second" CC,
"cho§eıı" for üıe FKI at the Bakıı Congıess of the Peo,ples of üıe Easıa

Tlıe coııflicts mainly corrcerııed two issues: the agrarian questiorı and collaboraıim wiü the non-
Communist forces in the country. The ıevolutioııary hctiorı opted fc an immediaıe agIğian rçvolıiiqı uıd an
outight §truggle again* all üse who oppsed a radical change of regime in Teheran The moderate faction
called for pospoıing ıhe aerarian rcvolution and collaboration even with ıtıe klıaııs (tribal lead€rs aııd landlords)
until such time as the Telıeran goy€rnment watı overthıown. While üe ofEcial pırogram adoptad at the party con-
gıess had called for üıe eııentual sovietization of üıe counry, compromise rçsolutions deınanded üe sruggle
agaiısc a) Britistı imperialism; b) üe Qajr shaiıs; and c) üe greaı landlords.ı Tlıe compromise resolutions
did not pr€yent üe şlit in the party leaderstıip, nor did üey hcilitaıe çollaboration with the laııgali rçvolu-
tioııariqs within the s§RI colition.

The şlit also became appr€ııt in üe Soviet arıd Comintern auıhorities. While üıe l(avbıııo sided with
the moderate faction under Haidar Khan, ıhe Execuüve Committee of the CI (ECCD supıported üe rçrıolutionry
facüon led by Sulanzade. These differences lasted until an ECCI resolution was adopted in sıunmer 1921 calting
for üe re-unification of üe §ilo CEs of the FKI. It was implemented only after the mysterioııs deaü of l{aidar

" Cf. A. Suliansade's articte "Agrarnij vopros v Persü", Novyj Vostok, no. l (1922).

2 For a detailed analysis see Chaqueri, The Birıh of tln Traııııu.

a For üe |92U|921 programs of ıhe "first" CC, see Chaqueri (el.), Historical Docıımen s, vol. 6 (2nd

edition, Teherarı, 1979), pp. 101_1m, and vol. 1 (4ü edition, Teheran, 1990), p. 68; for üe "second" CC's
position, *a ibid., pp. 43-59. Cf. also Ct. Agaev and VN. Plastun, "Iz istorü razrabotki proglıırnmy i takü-

ki lranskoj Kommunistiğeskoj Partii v |920-|92I", Narody Azii i A{riki, no. 3 (1976).

' Sultanzade, Ecrits Economiqıııs, p. |52.
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Khan in üe fall of that year.!
Wiü the defeat of the coaliüon and üe SSRI in üe aftermaıh of üe signing of, on üe one hand, üıe

AngloSoüet Trade Agıeement in üe şring of L92L aııd, on üıe oüer, üıe Friendship Treary between üıe
Teheraıı aııd Moscow governm€nıs, üe FKI abandoned üe revolutioııary plaform and secled for a semi-legal
staus wiıhin the post-coııp d'ğat huıian poütical sinıation. The prty seriously occupied itself with the task of
organizing a wcking-class base inside the country, and paniculaıty in üıe maiır cides, aııi laımched üe nows_
papt Haqiqaı (fruth) as its unofEcial orguı as well as other journals.I This precarioıs semi-legal statııs lasted
for nearly foıır years, dııring which üe moderaıe party leadership (Sultanzade havins be€ıı detained in varioıs
positions in Soviet Russiat) ftirrcd with lruı's dictata Reza Khan Pahlavi, whom the Cominarn ıııritings
referıed o as üe rcpı€sentsüye of the natioml boıırgeoisie.a The flirtation ğırned out to be of ııo avail since
by this time lrarı's new dictııtor felt stong ernugh to do away \yith all his oppoııents completely, Commuııist
or not, aııd, in |925, iD asceııd the imperial tiırone.

The desnuction of the party under the new dictatorial conditions helped üe radical leadastıip ıo come
forward at ıhe rypropriat€ time; when the Soviet party arui üe Cominı€rıı were beginning to tıırn against üıe
"Rightn, led by Bııkharin. Iıı fdl |927,tlıe secoııü party congress waı orgaııized in Uroıımiyeh in norttı-western
lrarı.a Tlıe radica|s, gıevailing aı the congre.ss, used üıe occasion o criticize and discard üe former leadership,
whom üıey held ıeşoısiblc fc üıe 1nıty's flirtatio with Reza Khan and üe uısuing paralysis of üıe
organizationİ

Given üe new internatiqıal and domestic sitııation, hoşıever, üıe party did not revert to tiıe
revoluüoııary policies adoped at the first congrcss in fuızati. On the basis of an exteıısive uıalysis of lran's
position wiüıin üe new world sysıem, aııd ıaking iıııo accqınt ıhe new celition of inarnal frees, üıe party con-
gıess called for, not üıe sovieıization of üe country, but the establistımeııı of a revolutionary democratic
govenıment under ıhe leadership of the proletarian pany:ı

In conjıuıction wiü üis new Eogıaın, ıhe new radical leadership ıındertook üıe task of, not only
mobilizing a g€aıor nıımber of waters and peasarıa, but also an increasing number from among üe educated
youth, who could be traiıEd for funıre leadership. This faırıed the basis for p,ıoıpagındistic and organizational
acüvities among haııian sndents s€nt to We§t€rn Eıırope for higher educaion. The front organizaüon thu was
a§sigped üis task was üe Revolutioary Republican Party of Inrı (Ferqeh-yi lomlnııri-yi Eııqelüi-yi lraııı
ElE[), which pıblished the ırcııryPay@r (Struggle). ThisFurııalaııd üeparty's lheoetical oryaaScıarch-yi
§orti (Red SUr), ıyhich weıt also distributcd clandestiııely ouside üıe country, seem b have had some §uoc€stı
in dıawing some of üeir taıgets to ıhc party. Some funıre leaders of the [ITI, including their mentor Dr. Araııi,
wer€ aEıircted ıo lvirıism thıqıgİ ıhese efforts. The ı^§k of üıe pcty aı this time was aı€lentless anrck against
the new dyırasty headcd by Reza Ktıan

a For üe details, see ShaLeri, 'IJ Parti Communisıe IraIıieıı", çh. tV

E See below.

n n lg2l he was appointed head of üıe Middle East department of üe Soüet Foeign Commissariaı

' See, for insance, Irantiust (Osetrov), "It bloc de la fınance internaıionale en Perse", La Correspon-
dance Internaıionale,1925, no. 2; A. Sadovski, "I_a situation poütique en Perse", ibid,,1925, no. l00.

a A. Sultansade, "Der zweiıe Paıteitag der I(P des Iran", Die Koırımunistisctu Internationale, no. 51
(1927), pp.25L7-2523.

30 For the modified appraisal of Reza Khan after üe second FKI congress, se Thc Communisı
International between ılıc Vıh aıü Wth Congresses ([.ondon, 198), pp. 406410.

3ı For the documents of the second congress, see: Chaqueri (ed.) Historical Docıınenıs, vols. 1 (4th
eüüon.) and 10; and Clwllenging ılw Establislnıenı, vol. 1. Cf. a]so A. Sultanzade, "The Lines of Deveiop
ment of Modern Persia", Tlu Comırunist lruernaıional, 1928, no. l, pp. 9-13.
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5. Tlu Party's Press and Mass Actiüties

One of üıe fiıst acts of the 'Ad&lat was to create iıs own press that was !o become, next to pubüc and gıoup
meetinş, its main instnıırıeııt of agiation among Irarıian workers in üe Caucasus and Central Asia Thus, üıe
'Aüllaı pubüstıed Hwğat (Freedom) and Bcyraq-i 'Adölat (The Standard of Justice) dııring its short period
of freedom in the Caucasus, while the FKI pııt out ğrı4e lilb-i Sorkh (Red Revolution) and ircıı -i Sorkh (Red lıan)
dııring iB involvement in the SSRI, i/a4ıqaı, Kb (I-aboıır), and a few oüers between l92l and 19Z when it
enjoyed a semi-legal stanı!ı, and, Paykb arıd, Sctörch-yi Sorti dııring iıs years of exile (1929-|932) in Germany.
The Ararıi Group published Donya (ftıe Universe) legally in 1934-1935 under üe conditions of tight military
censorship, while the HTI publi§ıed dııring its formative yean (1941-1943) two importaııt daili*, Modıın (ftıe
People) uıd Ralıbo (Ttıe Leader).'2

Organizationally, the'Ad4laı and üe FKI seem to have been no differenı from the structural model of
üe Leninist parties, alttıough, once again, the inaccessibility of üıe party aıchives does not permit us !o Lnow
ııny smcnıral details. §though the tITl was appareııtly orgarıized on Leninist principles, it seems that personal
rivalries among its leaders, inter alia, prevented it from functioning as a tighüy "democratically centralizedn
party; thİs "laxity", however, did not make üıe party any moıe deınocratic.

For reasons relaıcd to lraıı'g gopolitical position and also the country's continuous occııpation before,
during and after üıe Eint World Wr, ttp FKI was seıısitive o and pr,eacupied wiü üıe questiuı of wa. Indeed,
as so<)n as the Rıssian Civil Wr koke out, üe newly formed 'Aülat engagcd in a serioıs effort o recruit
lıarıiaııs living in üe territorie.s of the Russian Empiıe fo the Bolstıevik cause. The FKI üteranıs dııring ıhe
l920's and early l930's, too, ıvas permeatcd ş,ith the issue of an "imperialist wr" against üıe USSR.3! With
the same degıee of intensity, the FKI wa!ı pfooccupied wiıh üıe colonial (i.e. foreign domination) questioı,
which, too, had remained an unsolved issue ever since the emc, -e of üe democratic movement in üe country
during ıhe Constitutional Revolution of 19061909. Whilt, solution of the agrarian quesüorı" üe otiıer
importaııt unsolııed issue, had bcen mainly frııstrated by inıeıı,ııl reaction, the colonial qııestion had become a
mce çrucial issue, now tiıat üe British were exerting a geater influence on Iraııiaıı political life, after the
disappearaııce of Czarism. ThıE, üe p ty Furıral§ were replerc wiü anti+olonial articles aııi stıdies of üıe
peasaııt and agarian qııestions beaıing diı€ctly on the development of üe worters' struggle for üe &veloprıaıt
of trade union rights aııd the seizırç of power.

Per contra, ıhe national çestion appeğed !o be üe least imporant one to the party. In facÇ there is
little evideııce that the lrarıiaıı Commıınist movement ever dealt üth the nationalities' question in a serious
manner. Conuary to üıe "first" CC, which expliciıly recogıized the existerıce and üe righs of various eıiınic
goups in the country, ıhe "second" CC affirırıed thaı haıı was a "united arıd indivisibte" coııııry.g But neither
CC did anything about üe issırc. The ıüa§on may be that ıhe sense of being lraııian (in cuttııral terırıs) has
always been very strong, and that at üis time üe ethnic problem was not a pressing issııe in üıe country. The
natİomlity issue did bccome critical in the 1%5/46 crisis in üe two aııtonomoı§ govenımenB in Azerbeidjan
and Kıırdisüan, in conseqırncc of the seıioııs ııeglect to which the two hanian ı€Eıons had been exposed under
üe first pahlavi rule.

As for üe industriat wğkers, whose number was raüıer lnsignificaııı§ the FKI exerted ever eıpanding
effors o organize üıem in trade unions. These efforıs led to üe creation in l91 of a national federation, a
"mass" organization named the United Council of Iraııian Trade Unions (§iorzl-yi Moıalwdeh-yi Ettehaıüyeh-M-

'2 See Chaqueri (ed-), Historical Docıınunıs, vols. 1, 4, 6, 7,9, |2, |5, and 17, and also Chaqueri, "I-e

Mouvement Communiste en lran".

" See, for example, A. Sultan-Sade, "Die Vorbereinıngen Englands fiir den Krieg gegen die UdSSR und
üe Rolle Persiens", Die Komınaııistisclıc Internationale, I93l, no. 41, pp. 1465-1477, and "Persia an Outpost
of British Imperialism. War Preparations on üıe Near-Eastern Frontiers of üe Soviet Union", Inıernaıional
Press Correspondence, 193l, no. 25.

} See note 23.For üe sund of the second congress in |927 see C. Chaqueri (ed.), CMlenging llıı
Esıablislunenı, vol. l.

" See Chaqueri (ed), The Condition of the Working Class.
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a

yi Kargari-yi /raı; SMEKI), which was immediarcly affiliaıat !o the Pıoftıterıı.36 Tlıe tade unions under
Communist inflırcnce were active, not only in üe modem indıstries, such as textiles and petr,olcum, but also in
such taditional crafts and servicqs as bakers, tailors and traııspon It is significaııt that dııring üis period the FKI
gaııe lraııian worters sustaiırcd expaience in building laboıır unions. Several impctaııı laboın srikes led by FKI
and SMEKI cadıes shmk üe regime as well as ttıe British oil compaııy in soıııhern lraıı, caısing ücm o ıake
frırtiıer s€rioı§, re,pressive measuıE§ again* üe workers, including the despaıch of warships ıo üe Irarıian port
of Abadan.

The orıly other fronı ğganization üe FKI createj was the FJEI. It was foırııded n L926 and nın by the
party's yoımger mernbers abroad tt was mainly active ıımong Iranian snıdents in Western Eııro,pc.3?

Being rep,ressed at ıhaı time not only inside lraıı, but also in soviet Russia, üe FkI even dııring üe
yers l93l/32, i.e. on üe eve of ıhe Nazis' seizure of power, paid üale aitenüon o üıe Fascist daııger. Tlıe sole
issue üıe paıty's theaçücal organ had the chance !o deal wiü was the 'coıupiırcy of the inüıstıial party' in
Soviet Russia. It is interesting to notc that until üeir firıal suprasslgı in 1932 FKI joıırnals never iıdulged in
any condemnation of the vaioıs Bolshevik frcüons oposed to or r€prcssod by Sulin. Ind€e4 üıe FKI was
reroache( and reprıesscd in üıe USSR, fa its "leftist deviatioııs and anti-Leııinisııın as early as 1932"I ln lran
iself the existing represıion was frırther intcnsified by anti-Socialist legislaıion in l93l.

This bricf stech wqıld not bc completc wiüoıı ıpfereırce to sğne odıer isşıcs thaı ıhe FKI dealt with
dııring is relatively siıoıt life spaıı.

Firsüy, üe cfforts of the modeıate wing of üıe party to s€t up coalitions with socialdemocratic and
democratic foıces in the coııııtry dııring üe tç,eııties were diıected aı weakeııing üe hold of ıerctionary foıçes
as well as at pustıing ttrough refoıms in vcioıs aıças. As noted above, this policy was, howcver, seriously
criticized aıd discaıdcd ü üe second party congı€ssı n Lgn, on the eve of üıe radical rırnabout of the
Comintern in Summer 1928.

§econdly, üe radical meınbers of the paıty leaderstıip, though removed under Salin frmı üıeir positions
in üıe party ryparaü§, did not he§itıte to demoııstrat€ their oppositioı o üe foıındation of üe new hhlavi
dyna§ty. They emphasizcd their rcpubücaıı pıefererıces dıuing public meetings as wcll as thıough üıe EIEI. The
radicalizaıion of the puty afterit§ second congıass helped b revive üe shauered party organizatioıu boıh insidc
and outside huı, but hiled ıo bring about üe desiıed ıesuls.

6. Tlıc Aroıi Groııp

The brııtal suppırcssim of the FKI n l93l&2 insid€ Irarı led o the çıeation in 1934 of the Aıaııi Gıoup (also
inovm as üıe Group of Fifty-tlırec), whose ivirxist nucleıs managed to publish legally its scientific ıevieııı
Donya. Alüıougi the ciıcumsanccs of the creation and sıüsequaıt "discov€ryn (1936) and supp,ıessio (1938)
of üıe gıotıp as a "Coııımıınist caışiracy' against ıhe hirlayi Sarc still needs o be frırther elucidate( it is
dmost c€rtain thaı Aıaııi organiz€d his groıp in conjunction with üıe leading members of the left wing of üe
FKI who had been dçrived of political activity in ıheir Moscow exile after 1932 aü that the suppıassion of üıe
goup by the hhlavi regime wa!ı assisted by a "leak" to üe political poüce from the Soüeı agent Abdu§saıııad
Ibmbaliı§h, who had infiltraıcd the groııp. This may have been due o the üssatistrtion of the Soviet leaders
wiüı Araııi's position regarding both haııian issues and Soviet and Comintem questions. Only üe material in
the Russiaıı aıthives caıı shed frırdıer light on üıis.

Dr. Taqi Araniı a university pıofessor, had been won ovğr to lvlaı:ıism dııring his snıdent days in the
Weimar Republic by members of üıe new leadership of the FKI; later he set himself üıe task of auracting

36 See A. Sultaızade, "IJ Mouvement syndicale en Perse", L'Internatioıule Syıüicale Rouge, April-tviay
|922.

" See Chaqueri (ed-), Hisıorical Docuınents, vol. 6, and Le Mouvemeni Communiste en lran.

3t A series of arıicles by a Salinist lraıı "expen", G.C. Gel'bras (using the pen-name Randjbar),
vehemently attacked boü Sultanzade, üe party theoretician, and the paıty organ as "uıti-Leninist". See
Randjbar (i.e. G.C. Gel'b,ras), "Tov. Sultansade kak vyrazitel' melkoburğuazııovo vlijanija v voprosach
penidskoi revoljucii", Revoljucionnyj Vostok, nos. 1 (1932),2 (1933), and 2 (1934); and Chaqueri (ed.),

Victims of Failh.
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disgnırııled suıdeııis o his lviarıist circle, wiü üe aim of building cadıes for üe revival of the Communisı Party
under oeng condiüons. He did Dot operate on a sırict organizaıiorıal basis, but led a loose goırp of adherents,
who were üvided ino small sudy circles. The nucleus of the gıoup around Ararıi consisted of rp more than
ttııee c four youııg Communists. The main instnıment of the gıoup was iıs scienıific monthly Donya, which
sıırvived no more ıhan a yea and a half. Deşite ctaims to üe contrary, üıere is no evideııce ltıat the Ararıi
Group receiııed insnuctions ftom the Comintern or was even in contact with iL

7. Tlu Formation of tlu Tııdch Party

The legacy of üe groııp and üıe surviwl of is members (except is leader Araııi who was kiüed in prison in
1%0) ted o the cıeation of the IITI in fdl l94l, that is one month afteı üe foıçed aMication of Reza Shaiı
when lıan was occupied by thc Allies" Tlıeıe is now little doüt that üe crpatim of the }fll as a ndemocııatic

frontn, with a gıoııp of Communigcadrcs as iıs nucleıs, wa!ı a p|an poposed by üe Comintern. Although some
HTl foıınders strive to play dorım üis aşect of üe party's birth üıere is enough evideırce üı maLe such a
conclusion highly credibla39

Unlike üe FKI (and its fcerıııner ıtn'Aüllaı), üe HTl began as a legal organization and rçınairıed
one until 5 Febıııary 1949. Iı becafiıe a ınass organization (noıably after thç Sovia victcy at Stalingrad) whose
munbersiıip extended to ya!ıt suaıa of non-wcking class people as well. The fffl's leadenhip had hrdly any
members wiü a wo,rting-clas§ bac,kgouıd" They were dıawn mainly ftom the ıaııks of üıe aristocrrcy, clergy
and bıııeaııcrrcy. Also, ınliLc the FKI. üıe IITI maııageğ by drawing on oyert §oviet support and on its ııast
membership, to enter Prliaııeaı

The program of üıe IIT1 was based on üe resolutions arıd recommendaıiorıs of ıhe Seventh Comintern
Congıess. It üıus limited itself o deınocratic demads. Consequenüy, the party soughtcollaboraıiuı and coalition
wiü, not only ndemocraticn fgccs, inclıding such powerfiıl landlords as Premier Qavam dııring the Azerbeidjan
crisis in the summer of 1946, but also go-British ciıcles dııring the war. These policies, and its overt support
for Soviet ecorıomic coııcessions in lran, serioısly undermined confidence in thc IITI's atrrchmeııt to huı's
natioıul inoress and isolaıeıl it from üe mainsueam democraıic movement in üe coııııry.o

conclıısbn

As noted above, the revolutiaıary wing of the tranian Communist movement was closc o üıe cental nucleus
of üe Comint€rıı in tiıe fırst yers of üe latser's existerıce. Nonetheless, it had a more iııdepeııdent şirit than
is usually ttıe case şrith Communist parties. As a resüı the FKI lost its place at üıe ceııter of activities, for it
found itself in opposition o Soviet poücy and Comintern direcüves, particularly as üe larer orgaııization in-
creasingly fell ıındcr thc contol of ıhe Stılinisı cıırıent in the USSR.

It is worü emphasizing thaı despite ıhe fact that üe FKI was thğ lıaııian "offspring' of the Comintem,
it incıeasingly fouııd ibelf in opposiüon to the mother organization aıd was consequerıüy zubfrıcted to most
brual suppression by the Sovies (1932-1938). On üe other harıd, the }ITI, cf€aıed principalty by üe exigencies
of Soviet fceign policy dııring an intense period of ttp Second World War, wheıı Nazi iniluence in the Middle
East was on the rise, was inoeasingly instnımenıalızedby Soviet foreign policy and yet develoıped üttle interior
opposiüon, at least not on thecetical c political grounds, and noı until sevgal yean after the end of the War.

On the whole, the iıstumentılization of the lfaIıian Communist movement by üıe Comintern
accompüshed üıe eradication of üıe iniluences of Westem lvlar:ıism, innoduced into Irarı by arıottıer cıırrent in
Iranian Social-Democracy (namely the Social_Democratic Group of Tabriz), and the consolidation of üe rooıs
of Russian lvIanıism, fırst planıed in lrarı by Iranian workers influenced by üeir experience as immigrans in üıe
Caucasııs.

'9 See C. Chaqııeri, "I. Eskarıdari and üıe Tudeh Party of kan", Cenıral Asian Sıırvey, no. 4 (1988).

4 For the [If[, see Ervend Abrahamian, Iran between Two Revolutioıu (Friı_ceon, 1982); Se,peher Zııblh,
The Commınist Movemenı in lraıı (Berkeley, 1966), and üe memoirs of Tudeh leaders mentioned in note 7.

None of üese works is, however, devoid of ideological bias.
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