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The Greek communist party and the communist International

]. Economic and social coııdirions of ılu developmenı of ılıc Greek Commıuıist movemenı

As in all oüer countriqs, üe şecifıc features of üe Greek social system and üe conditioııs of üıe country's
economy had a distinctive inflııence on üe beginnings of üe Laboıır movemenl The following table gives an
idea of the economic conditions prevailing in Greece.

Primarary secor
agricultııre

Secondary secor
indusry/craft

Tertiary sector
radeıbuüinğtraffıc
private services
army & public senıice
professions

L2.8
20.9
1ı.ı
3.4
32
3.2

1ı.8
18.3
7.3
5.2
3.9
1.9

1861

ı0.0
16.0
6.1
3.9
4.4
1.6

74.o

1870

74.8

l0.3

ı879

69.9

LgüI

6.3

L920

70.0

13.1
16.0

l928

68.3

14.7
17.0
10.7
1.9
1.5
2.9

14.9
6.3
3.8
3.4
L.4

92
2.2
2.0
2.6

Souce: Marios Nikolirıakos, "ldaı,erialien zıır kapitalistischen Entwicklung Griechenlands. Teil L" , Das Argıııııenı,
|2:213 (|970),p.2|3.|

It mtst be noted that thi§ table i§ misleading o a certain degree, because üıe secondary secor includes people
working in the tiniesı shops. In 192O üeıe were 34,892 iıdıstrial enterprises, of which 3l9aZ had less ıhan five
workers. Of üıe reınaining 2905 "frcıoriesn, oDly 492 employed more than nrenty-sir woıters. Accoıding o
wesı Euopean standa[ds, üis could hardly be catld indıısry. Greece was in fact an agfcuhıral country with
some trade.2

Migraıion from thc countrysidğ resulted in a rapid gıowüı of the towıut. The living conditions in Aüıeıs
and Piraeıs b€came inolenble. In 1920 five to siı people §haıed ğıe tooın. fuıd this was iğllic compaıed wiü
caıasrophical condiıions two yeanı later wheıı 1.5 million refugees ftom Asia Minor poııred ino ıip coııntry.
Wiüin a very stıort time üıe population of AüenıPiraeııs almost doııbled (1920: 453M2; 1928: 802,000). Almost
needless o say that üe iıı&astnruıre of üe capital could not keç pace with this developmenı Iı 1928 39Eo

of üe refugees werç wiüıouı aİıb. A bully ınjıst ıax sy§tem hiı the poor especially haft, a% of üe income
of a peasant or woıtg faınily wa§ approriaı€d by indirect taJ(es. In 1939 the yeaıly per capia incomc of a
Greei amounted o $ 75; in Gr€aı Briain üe compaıative figuıe was $ 4,69. Between thc wcş Gıecce was ğıe
of üe poorest countries of Eıırope.

Greece was also politicalty urıstable. In 1909 the old poliücal system had become so üıoroughly ıotten
ttıat a kind of Young Tıırk rebellion ıook place in üıe armed forces. This rebellion is inown as üe Revolution
of Goudi. The officers, wise eınugh not to try to nm the country themselves, called the tiberal politician
Elefüıerios Venizelos to üıe fge. ln 1910 and 19ll Venizelos reformed the Greek staıe, i.e. he modernized
outdaod structııres and updated üıe constiuıtion. Beginning social urııest was chanııeled by creating paıernalistic
unions and bringing üese under the tutelage of üe überal party.

During the First World War üe country was deeply spüı The King wanted o side wiüı the Cerıtral
Powers, while Venizelos srongiy believed in the ultimaıe ücory of the Entente. Venizelos was right, and in üıe
peace treaty of Sğvres he won a big portion of Asia Minor for Greece. Unforuınately, his royalist succes§or

ı Parts of this lable aıe reproduced in Panagiotis Noutsos, "Greece", in }vtarcel van Linden and Jtirgen
Rojahn (eds.), The Formation of laboıır Movemenıs 1870-1914. An Inıerııational Perspective, 2 vols.
(-eiden, etc.: E. J. Brill, 1990), l, p.44O.

2 The general setback of üe trends noüc. : in all tiıree secors after 1907 was caused by the Bdkan
Wars, by which Greece's national territory ir:,-^"ısed by 68?o and the populaüon by 67?o. These gains were
agrarıan. Consequently, üıey diminished t}ıe gıowü of the industrial sector.
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gambled away the gains: he staıted a war againsı Kemal Atat{irk's resıırgent Tıırkey, anÖ being udülotıt ıllies,
lost it. The price was paid by üe Greeks of Asia Minor 1.5 million of them were driven ouı of land.

Greece now became a repülic. But this repubüc was even more unstable than üe Weimar Republic.
Governments rarely sayed in power longer than a few months. There were coups and short-üved dicatorships.
The elecorate were called to üıe polls seven rimes between L924 and,1936. Ateach elecüon, üe elecoral system
was ctıanged. During üe same perid, üıere weıe two plebiscites on the form of goverrımenı In 1935 üe
monarchy was restored by a fraudulent plebiscirc, and in 1936 a Fascist dictatorshit' was erected by King Georg
II arıd General Ioannis Metaxas. The most astonistıing featııre of üıis period, however, was that not even the Asia
Minor Catastrophe was able to dqstroy the old two-party §ystem which had emerged dııring üe First World War.
Even üıe refugees kept voting for üıe boıırgeois paıtias which had created üe disaster. A majority of them
continued to support Venizelos.

This brings ı§ to a specifıc feauııç of the Greek poüücal system. When the modern Greek staıe was
created in 1832, it develçed poütical stnıcnıres and a poütical culaıre alien to EııropeJ In üıe context of üis
study, one of ıhe multi-faceıed feanıres of üıis political culnıre is of major interesc Greece's cüentelisüc system.
Its roos reach back into üe time of the Onoman Empire. Dııring üe 400 yers of Tuıkish nıle it had become
"customary" for üe local notable to interc€de wiü the authorities on behalf of his fellow citizers. This role gave
added pıestige, power, and wealth; the villagers gained a sponsor aııd secıırity. Theıe was some reciprıocity, since
it was recognized ıhaı the notable had a righı !o call on the service or loyalty of those for whom he did favors.
Conversely, üe noable had an obügation to pıotect the interasts of üose who entered into üıis rclationship
[...]".5 In üe final arıalysis, this system served to pıotect tiıe individual and his family agaiıst extra-community
forces, i.e. against infringements by OEoman power begçrs.

However, afıer 1821 üis system's ctıarrcrcr chaııged radically. From üen on clientelism rı,as used !o
tie the individual o the poütical system. The p,ıevious "patron-protectors" begaıı to involve üıemselves in politics
as paıry leaders and soon fouııd üıat their clientelistic networks could be used for exeıting poütical power. The
cüent's original desiıe for physical security gave way o aspirations for social protection or promotion. The
patrons soon discovered thaı in ıenırıı fğ favoun gnnted to their clienıs, üıey would gain üeir votes. Thus, in
the 19th centııry a highty sophisıicated §ystem of favoritism, ne,potism, patronage, and favors or roğerta (ful-
fillment of voters' wishes by legal or illegal meaııs) was crleated, which kept the cüenĞle ogeüer. At üıe same
time many patrons discovercd that tircf€ werç others who were even mort powerfrıl. Thcy subordinatcd
üemselves to these and became part of üıeir cüeıııelistic netwgt. At the beginning of the 20th cenüıry, two
rivalling clientelistic pyramids eisted which ıraguely resembled European conservüives and liberats.

The sae mrchinery became the object of üıe paırons' exploitative greed and its various braıphes wge
ruined by job haggling, comıptiou and a şoils system. The parties which resulted from tiıis system of "poütical
procuring", as it was ctıaracterized by a deputy towards üıe end of üe 19th cen0ıry, had no party prograın,

organization or congrc§scs, let alone intemal democracy. The paıty bosses were the absolute overlods of their
organizations. Conilics wiüin a party led to the şlining of whole cüentelistic networts and, finally, to
factionalism. The Greek vot€r did not votc for thc policy of a party, but against üe party which had rıot done
him üe expected favour (roğeı). Accordingly, a party leader's clienĞle grew or §hıarık according o his
success or failııre.

The pçulaüon growth which slowly led o urbanization had almost no effect on this system. Not even
when the proce§s of industialization accompanied by cağatist exploiaüon showed the fırst flaşrs was üıe

sy§tem noticeabty stıaken. In fact, the exploited sought remedy from their patrons. The idea of nırning against

them never occurred to them. The Great Depıressiaı aııd üe politicat crisis owards üıe end of ttıe (venizelist)
republic were needed !o deliver a fırst blow o ıhe system. The fascist dictatorship between 1936 and l94l
beheaded and paralyzed üe cüentelistic networts by arıesting and deporting üe patroııs. The bewildered clients
were left alone and started !o look for neş, guidance. The occupation of Greece by üe Axis powers created a
poütical vacuıım which was filled by the Communist Party.

3 On üe Fascist character of üe regime, see note 45.

a Heinz Richter, "Zwischen Tradition und Modeme: Die politische Kulttıı Griechenlands", in Peter

Reichel (ed.), Politisclıe Kultur in Westeııropa. Bürger und Sıaaıen in dcr Eııropitisclun Gemeiısclaft
(Bonn: Bundeszentrale ftir politische Bildung, 1984), pp. 145-166.

5 Keith R. 1pgg, Poliıics in Modern Greece (Stanforü Stanford University Pıess, 1969), p. 34.
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The Greek Communist Parry (Komınounistiko Koırııııa Elladaş KKE) was üe only poütical facor oally
alien to üe cüentelistic system, innoducing unlnown elements of Europearı poliücal culnııe such as pany
programme or party discipline and, above all, offering no roıısfetia. When investigating üıe hisOry of üe KKE,
six distinctly different perloOs s€em !o be discemible between is founding in 1918 and üıe dissoluüon of üe
Comintern in 1943. They may be ctıaracterized by üe following headings: conwlsions of birüı, 1918-1920;

factional strife, 1920_192; bolshevization, |924-|93|; intervention of ıhe Comintem aııd subseqııent Staliniza-
tion, 1931-1936; stnıggle for survival against the fascist dictaorship of Metaxas, 19361941; resistance arıd deve-
lopment towards a mt§s movement, |94|-|9M.

2, Available Sources

Unıil 1974, research on the hisory of KKE was seriously impeded by üe fact üat the party had been outlawed
since Decembet L947. Most paıty pubücations after the end of the Civil War (l%9) appeaıed somewhere in
Eastern Europe under üe name Poütical and Literry Ediüorıs (Politikış kıi l-ogoıecluikes Eldoseis). Feş, found
ıheir way ino Greece and almost rnne inıo a public library. Dııring ıhe colonels' dicıaıonhip (19661974), all
public libraries weıe üoıoughly pıırged of the few remaining leftist books. Nowheıe in Gıeece were pubücatiors
by üıe KI(E legally available. tviaterial dealing wiıh the interıvar period no longo existed. It tad b€en bailpd
and bumed dııring üıe Meaxas dicaorship (19361%0), and üe ütüe which may have had sıırvived üıe
onslaughı of üe secret police tud disappeaıed aftoı |947 . Only wiü greaı diffıculty was it possible o trace some
private collections and get acces!ı o them. The party's archives wer€ ine,oeısible as üey weıe located
somewheıç in Ea§t€rıı Eıııope, mosı probably in Bucharesl When üe KI(E was pre,paring a series of
documentaıions in üe 1960s, prts of üe aıchives were moved o Skryje. Their present whereabouts aıe
unknown.

Scholarly reseaıch on a communist or leftist topic in Greece proper was non-eistent for two rea§oııs:

offıcial hisorians considered coııternpğary hisory (kiıgeschichıe) o be cıırrent politics and therefge
unscholarly and üe Greek sate did everything possible to discourage research and historiogıaphy in üis fielü
It üd, however, inşirc üe pıblicaıion of pseııdo,scholarly studies on üe KI(E which ıvere, in effect, scarcely
mce than uıti-communisı propagaııda6 The same pıııpose was served by pıbtistıing eaoıınts of the KI(E-
rerıegades.? ln our context these are irrelevant, however.

Rçsearch outside Grcece was arid" In üıe US there appeared a monograph on üe hıistory of the
SEKE/KKE which, regrettably, was wriüen ftom aıı eı.treırıe cold war posiüonİ Anoüıer Americaıı study
scnıtinized üe Grpek uade union movemenl9 The development of üe social quesıion in üe l9th and 20ıh
centııries was the opic of a snıdy pıülished in üe Federal Repütic of Germany.ıo Tlıe fırst accoıınt of üıe
party's hisory from a Ki(E point of view appeared in 1945, when secretary general Nikos 7achariadis made a
first effort to interpret the KlG histo.y." The first concise ofEcial party chıonicle appeared in L952Lz and was

6 See, for example, Athanasios Pavlopoulos, Istoia tou Kommoıuıismou en Elladi (Athens: Geograiiki
Ypiresia Stratou, 1967).

7 See, for example, Theoğlaktos Papakonstantiııoı, Aıaıomia tis Epanastaseas (Athens, 1952).

t D. George Kousoulas, Revolııion aü Defeat. The Sıory of the Greek Commıuıist Parry (London, New
York Oıford Univenity Press, 1965).

9 Chrisos Jecchinis, Trade Unionism in Greece. A Stıüy in Poliıical Paıerıulism (Chicago: Labour
Educaıion Division, Roosevelt University, 196).

ı0 Basil P. Mathiopoulos, Dıe Geschichte der sozialen Frage ınd des Sozialis,ınııs in Griechenland, 182l-
1961 (t|annover: Verlag fü Literanır und 7-eitgeschehen, 1961).

lı Nikos Zachariadis, Theseis gia tin Isıoria tou KKE (Aüens: KE tou KKE, 1945; reprinted in Eastem
Euıope 1950; Athens: Gnoseis, 1975.1
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soon followed by a lengüıier history.ı3 The next effort for a party hisory was made by üe KKE in 1978.ı1
All of them were raüer uncritical and reflected üttle more ıiıan üe pevailing ideological outlook

Af,;trr 1974 the sitııation charıged radically. Immediately after the falt of ıhe junta, üe Karamalis
govenıment |egalizad the KKE. The taboo which had hindered research for decades fell. Dııring üıe ensuing
years a kind of üterary explosion took place in Greece: memoirs, reminiscences, articles, monographs and all
kinds of reprints appeaı€d in ever increasing numbers. The fcus, however, wı§ on the period of national
resistance. The earlier period was still scarcely considered by hisorical researchers, but since most of üe earüer
party documentations and histcies were being reprodııced, ıhe soıııçe situaıion improved considerably. The fact
that since 1968 theıç had been two communist panias in Greece (üe ortiıodox KKE and the Eıırocommunist
I(KE esoıeikoıı) furtheıed rqsearch as well, since both KKEs published documenaıions based on paıts of the
paıty's archives. These documentaüons sometimes diverged substanüally, especially with regaıd to üıe late
resistance perid and üıe beginning of üe civil war. But there are some memoirs of members of the
Euıocommunist KKE which havc prcven helpful in oıır contexL

A few years ago, üe KKE set up an instinırc of lvlarıist sfudies (Kentron Maristikon Eraıınn) ın
Athens, where most of üe reprinted marcrial is now anilable. Researchers hqing to find controversial or
sensitive material, howev€tr, ıırill be unsuccessfrıL The party's archives aıe still outsidc Greece. There are a few
private collecüons, which aıç accessible with difficulry. Governmonı sourtes, eşecially poüce reccds, exist,
but are in bad order and may only be coısulted after 50 yean, if aı all.

In 1984 üe presenl aııüor publistıed üe fırst aııd so far only comprehensive bibliography on Greek
communism, socialisrn and trade ıınionism,ıs which lists more than 1,700 titles dealing wiü these opics. The
entries dealing with the hisory of the KKE until 1941, bowever, scaıcely exceed l20. These inclıde party docu_
ments, monographs, memoirs, biographies, articles in periodicals, essays in books, dissertations, and pamphlets.

Deşite üese impediments, the primary soıırca situation, as hr as official party documentation is
concerrıd has actually noı been bad - provided the pubücaıions could be tracedı6 Secondary souı@s, §uch

ı2 KKE (ü.\, Clvoniko ıou Agoıu, 1878-195t. Dokııınenıa kıi ylilca apo tin Istoria tou laikıu tas
Kinimaıos (n. p., 1952; repinteü Aüens: Na Ypireoume to lao, 1970. Iıs auüor was Vasilis BaıEiotas.

ı3 KKE (ü,.), Voitüııaıa gia tin Isıoia ıou KKE (n. p., 1952; reprinted: Athens: Ekdoseis lou [aou,
1975, and: Koinonikes Ekdoseis, 1978). The auıhor was again Vasilis Bartziotas.

'1KKE (el.), Einıa Clıronia Agoıon kıi Thyseon, Vol l: 1918-1945 (Aüıens, 1978).

ı5 Heinz A. Richter, "Gre€k Communism, Socialism and Trade lJnionism", in Heinz A. Richor, Greece
aııd Cyprus since 1920. Bibliograplıy of Conıemporary Hisory (Heidelberg: Nea Hellas, 1984), pp. 263-325.

ı6In 1947 KKE pubüstıed its fint two-volume dcumenation dealing with the p€riod from üe party's
foundation until üıe inıervention of üe Comintern: KKE (ed.), To KKE apo ıo 1918 eoş to 1931, Vol 1: To
KKE apo to 1918 eos ıo 1925 (Alhens, 1947) and Vol 2: To KKE apo ıo 1926 eos to 193I (Atiıens, 1947).
The crucial period of Salinizaıion was covered by anoıher volume: KKE (ed.), Pewe Clvonia Agoıus 1931-
/936 (Atiıens, 1936; r€printeü Athens, l%6). Yet arıother book deals wiıh the years 1935 o 1945: KKE
(e,ü), DeIu Clvonia Agones 1935-1945 (Atheııs, 1945; reprinted: Aüens: Poreia 1977). Itı 1953, after the
end of the Civil War, ıhe KKE publistıed a §ource book fo üe years 193l to 1952: KKE (e,d.),To KKE qo
to 193I os ıo 1952.Vasilta Dokoumenta (n. p., 1953). In 1958 the fırst comprehensive documentation of üıe
party history was publisheü KKE (ed-), Saranıa Clvonia tou KKE, 1918-1958. Epilogi Dokoıııncnıoı (n.p-
1958; reprinted: n.p. [Aüens?], 1964). In üıe 1960s KKE published a documentary series covering the period
ıo üıe Second World War: KI(E (ed.), To Koırımouııistiko Koıııma tis EÜadas. Episiııu Keimeıa, Vol l:
1918-1924 (n.p., 1964; reprinted: Aüıens: Synchroni Epochi, L974), Vol 2: 1n5-1n8 (n.p., 1965; reprinted:
Athens: Synchroni Epochi, 1974), Vol 3: 1929-193j (n.p., 1965; reprinted: Aüens: Synchroni Epochi, 1974),

and Vol 4z 1934-1940 (n.p., 1968). This series of documenıation will be quoted as: Episima Keimeıu. For
üe resistance period üere aıe two volumes of this s€ries, one pubüshed by KKE Esoterikou and üe other
by KKE: KICE esoterikou (ed.), To Komınounütiko Komma ıis Elladas. Episima Keiıneıa, Yol5:. ]940-1945

@ome, 1973; reprinted: Athens, 1974); KKE (d.), To Koırımoıaıistiko Koıııma tis Elladas. Episiııa Keimeın,
Yol 5: 1940-1945 (Athens, 1981). Most of üe documentations appearing after L974 are compilations and

4

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



as memoirs and reminiscences dealing wiü the period until 1931, aıe scarce." The same holds mıe for üıe
years up ıo üe the Second World War.ıt The resistançe period, however, is charrcterized by abundarıcy.ı9

|n 1974 a Unitd joıırnalist wiüı intimate Lnowledge of the KKE, Anonio So|aro, presented a sory of
üe KKE from a Euro-communist posiüon. Despiıe lack of soıııces, Solaro's accounı was a valııable corıribuüon
as it shed light on certain controversial episodes of tiıe paıty's pasl2o The multi-volume history by Katrcı,ıis,
on tiıe other han( was wriüen ftom a position very clce to ihe KKE and is meüodologcally little mce ttun
a compilation of well-known party documeıııs linked by accompanying teıL2ı

However, even afrer 1974, historical research by non-communist hisorians dealing with üe period under
consideraüon has been scaıpe. Elefantis's accounf of the intenrar period is a noıewatlıy excepiion, although,
strictly speaking, iı is not a party hisory. The pe-history of üe KKE was analyıed by a Greek-Americaıı histoi_
an.E The story of the KKE from is foundaıion o the dicaorship is still awaiting its hisıorian. The KKE-Com-
intern connection has not been scrııtinized at al\1^

reproductions of earlier ediüons, but they are obtainable, whereas most of the earüer documenaions have
vanished-

ı7 The mo§t imporant aıç the memoiıs of two former party secrearies: Arıraam Benarogia, I Proti
Sıodiodromia ıou Ellinikou Proktariaau (Athens: Olkos, 1975); Eleftherios Stawidis, Ta Paraskhia tou
KKE. Airetai to Parapeıasma ıou KKE apo tis ldryseos tou ıneclıri ton Syııııııoiopolcnon (Alherıs, 1953).

Some informaion may be gath€red from A. Stinas, Anoııııiseis. 60 Clvonia kııo apo ti Simasia ılıs
Sosialistikis Epuıastasis, 2 vols. (Athens: Vergos, 1977).

ıı Orıly üe moıe importaııı oııqı aıE mentiorıed" Vasilis BarEiotas, Ki'Astrapsc Fos i Aboğplia!
(Aüens: Synchıoni Epochi, 1977) and Sıis Fylakıs kıi tis Exoies (Athens: Kasuniotis, 1978); Gianrıis
Manousakas, O Cluloçııog Apo to Clıorio stin lıbonğplıo (Aıhuıs: Dorikos, 198) and Abon$plb.
Tlvylos lui Pragtuıibıııc (Aüıens: Kapo,poulos, l97O; Dimirios Micheüdis, O SHiros Dromos. Eıa
Clvoniko pou Apoluıhisa th Aliılaia sto Diasıima tis Paraııomioas au KKE kıta tin 4i Avgoıısau (Athens:
Tolidis, 1983); Pavlos Nefeloudis, §os Pigcs ıis Kakadainoniag. Ta Vaılıyıera Aitia tis Diızspusis tou KKE
(Aıhens: Gutenberg, l97O; Vasilis .4. Nefeloııdis, Martyries 19ü-1938 (Aüens, l9&4); Mitsos Palaiologo-
poulos, Elliııes Antifasisıes Eılulonıcs ston Ispaııiko Eıııİllio Polemo (Athuıs, 1977); Avıa Paıtsaliılis,
Anaınniseis apo ti 7ıi ıis OKNE (Athens: Syrciırmi Epochi, l97O; Stratis Somcritis, I Megali Kaıpi,
Martyies - Anaırıniseis 1924-1974, Vol 1: Apo ti Diıııobatia sto Fasismo 1Y24-1941(Alhens: Olkos, 195).

t9 See Richter, Greece aıü Cyprııs, p,p. lO4-116, 276-2n.

'Antonio Solaıo, Snia del Parıiıo Conıınııııista Greca (lvli|ano: Teti Ediıore, 19/4; Greek editiorı:
Istoia ıou Komınounistikou Komııa Elladas, Athens: Pleias, 1977).

21 Giorgis Katsoulis, Istoria tou KKE,7 vols. (Aüens: Nea Synora 1976-78).

2 Angelos G. Elefantis, I Epangelia tis Adynatis Epaııasnsis. KKE lcai Astisıııoş sıon Mesopolemo
(Athens: Olkos, 1976).

a George B. Leon, Tlw Greek Socialist Movement aıü tlıe First World Wcr §ew York Columbia
University Press, 1976; Greek ediüon: To Elliniko Sosialistiko Kinima kata ton Proa Paı*osmio Polemo,
Aüens: Exantas, 1978); a short version is "The Greek l_abour Movement and üe Borgeois Süate, l91G
|920",The Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora,4:4 (Winıer 1978), pp. 5-29.

z A rust approach may be found in Heinz A. Richter, Griechenland im Zwaıaigsten lalvhundert, Yo| |:

Megali ldea - Republik - Dikıatıır (I(öln: Romiosini, 1990).
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3. Convulsions of Birth, 1918-1920

The fııst name of üe Greek communist party waı §gçialist Workers' Party of Greece (Sosialisıiko Ergaıib
Koıııııa Elladas; SEKE). The SEKE was founded in November 1918 in üe aftermath of the First Panhellenic
Trades Union Congress in October l9l8.

hovoked by laboıır ııEest in l9l1, the überat government of Venizelos had esabüstıed a system of
paternalistic control over the tiny unions npw emerging, by introducing the French cgani".ation system (boıırse
du travai[). Right ftom the beginning, thc Worker Centres became part of üıe Venizelist pğüy clienĞle networt
In 1914 üe right to form a union wa!ı established, and, simuliarıeously, contnol by üıe state and the Venizeüst
party increased Neverüıeless socialist ideas şpread aınong the Greek trade unions. These remaiıpd local and
extremely fragmented, however, until the end of the First World War. Dııring üe first congress, ıhree poüücal
tıends were discemible: the so-called reformisıs adtıered o the Venizeüst paıernalisüc system and opposed any
poliücal activ§ by üe unions; the nvo oüer groups reprcsenıed the right and left-wings of ıhe socialist tenü
They propagated class stnıggle and rejııcted any §tate interrrention. As the socialists formed the majority in the
congıess, üıe stanıtes of üe General Trade Unions I-eague (Genikj Syınmospoııdia Ergaon Ellada§, GSEE)
clearly reflected üeir inflııence.

Despite üis initial success üe original fragmentation continued. The staıe-imposed election procedııre
of delegates io GSEE congrcs§es encoııraged the creation of mini-unions, which became easy prey for the rival
political partias. Thus, all the negative feanııe.s of üe cüenĞle system were inrodııcod ino üe unions, which
b€came a kind of unofficial suıte unions. By 1936 Greece counted several hundıed trade unions.

Inşiıed by the Russian October Revolution in 1917, Greek socialists decided o found a naıion-wide
paıty. Unül that dale there had been few isolated 56çialisl goup§.The strongest was üe Socialist Federation of
Thessaloniki founded by Jewish intellectııals who had been in contact wiü the Second Intgııational before üıe
Fiıst World War. Some üys after the fırst GSEE+ongıess, a few unioniss and left intellecuıals founded üıe
SEKE. They were ideali§tic leftiss and üeir }nowledge 9f sgcialism was limited. Accordingly, their
programmatic resolutions became a coloıırfrıl mixuıre of lvtarııist and liberal concepB, combined with Wilsonian
idealism.6

When in tıdarch 1919 the Comintern was created, trouble began The left_wingers in üe SEKE
leadership demaııded üe serıcring of all conıacts wiü üıe second Intgııational and enry inlo the comintern. In
May, üe Paıty Council (Symvoulio ou Koııııııaos) devised a compromise, by which it hoped o pospone üıe

şlit for üe time being: coıırcıs wiü üe Second Intenıaıional weıe to be broken off, aıd it was decided o geı
in ouch wiüı üe Comintcrn. The fınal decision of adheraııce would be takeıı by the secoıd party congress. [n
Septembeı however, dııring another meeting of the Party Council, üe left-wing mafudty d€cided o enor üıe
Bdkan Federation of socialist parties which had joined the cominteııı a few morıths eglier. As ttıis decision
was finalized in anticipaüon of ttp resolutioııs of üe secoııd congr€ss, üıe socialdemocraüc pesident of üıe
SEKE Arisos Arvanitis resigııed and left the party. At üe same Party Couııcil it was decided o establish conıact
wiü the Comintem. The stcy of üi§ first abortive missiqı to Moscow would fgm an id€al film plot, but is
much too involved o be reold in üi§ contexl5

In April 1920, üe second SEKE congıess convened. Since ttıe Commuııist faction controlled üe
majority of the delegates, üe decision to enter the Comintern was ıaken almost unanimously. According o üıe
report of üe Central Commiüee (CC), the SEKE coıuıted appıoximaoly 1,000 members and üıe youth movement
about 500. The congıess also decided o change tirc party's name inıo SEKE (K) [Koınıııoıuıist'ıko]. This decision
caused üıe resignation of many leading saialisı-orienrcd party members wiüı their clienĞle, and a split wiüıin
üe GSEE. The reformists cıeaod their own GSEE, wiüıin which two facüons developed which smn became
absorbed in ideological infighting. The Greek union movement was, de facto, pan|yzıA.

4. Facıional Sırife, 1920-1924

In üe summer of 1920, üe Second Congress of üe Comintem put forward üe nolorious 21 conditiors of

a The documents of üe founding congress may be found in Episiııa Keimena,I, pp. 3-13.

E See Stawidis, Paraskinia, pp. 129ss and Lew Gkourvis, Orion Alexıkis (Athens: Synchıoni Epochi,
|979).
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adherence. When thşe became lnown in Grecce, they almost led ıo a spüt in üe SEKE (K), as a considerable
nuınber of party members ıefused to sümit to ıhe leadaship of üe Cominom. In §e,prcmber lg20 the
Comintern accepted the SEIG (K) as a meınber of the - renamed in üe meaııtime - Communisı Batkan Fede_
ration. Thus at the end of 1920, the SEI(E (K) was only an indir€ct member of the Comintern At üe same time
it became clear thı the Baltan Federation would have a say in all mauers of the Gıect party. Within üe party
severe struggles were beginning.

tn early 1921 ür€e factions foughı for control over üe SEKE (K). The "extreme left' (N. Sargologos)
propagated a revolutioııary counıe. The "ceııue" (N. Dimitratos) demaııded cooperaüon with üıe Venizelists and
üe dropping of revoluıionary activities. The 'right" (G. Georgiadis, Giannis Kordato§, Arnaaırı Benuogia P.
Diminaos) steered a morç social{emocratic oour§e. Still anotheı line was propagated by the owner of the party
new§paper Giarınis Pesopoulos. In order o setle üe corıflict, a delegation wa!ı sent to the Third Comintern
Congıess, which ook place in June 19l. The Greet delegation was allowed ıo participaio in the congıess, but
no leading represenüative of the Comintern received them. They met the Comintern resporısible for the Balkans,
Christian Rakovski, and üe §ecıetry General of üıe Bulgarian party, Va§il Kolaıov. Wherı the Gıeeks asked
for admission o üe Comintem, üey were told b pıırgğ their party of all dissidens and accept üe 2l condiüons.
It was clear ıhat üe Cominıern did not tnsı üe Gıe€ks, since they were obviously not proleariaıs buı
intellecuıals. The delegation ıeüırned to Gıeece with a loı of propaguıda maıerial but ütıle financial help.'

In the meaııtime, üe Greek-Tıırkistı wtr wa§ ıeehing is climax. The SEI(E (K) cganized an anü-war
campaigı which provoked repressive measııres by the Greek govemment (Gounaris). In February |922 ühe
party's "cenEe" and "right" staged a coup, calling ogeüer the fiıst Pantıellenic party confeıence which wa§ not
provided for by üe charter. As many from üe "left" wer€ at the front, the moderates had a maİırity aıd uıere
able to carry thıough a social{emaraıic pladcrrı (participaıion in elections and parliament). From then on üe
party would regaıd the Comintern rcsolutions as hisorical documents which might serrıe üe SEKE (§ as an
orientaüon on üe specifically Gıeek way owards socialisrıı.a Kordaos was elected s€crcıary of üıe CC. The
takeover of üe SEKE (K) by the moderates led o reııewed factional strife among the rank uıd file, which even
reached those at the front in Asia Minor.

In lvlay |Y22theBxqutiw Bıııeaıı of üe Commıüıist Balkan Federation met in Sofia Oıı that acasion,
Vasil Kolaıov deferıed a resolution for üıe autonüny of ivtrcedonia and Tlırace, rearcning thıt the Bulgariaıı
refugees resulting from üıe reaty of Naıilly would aherwise §ide wiüı üe IMRO. With üis denuııl the Bul-
garian paıty took over the psitions of thc boıırgeois paıties aiming at üe cıEation of a gıeaıa Bulgaria. The
representaıive of üe SEKE (K), Peısoıpoutos, managed wiü great difficulties to hinder the passing of this
resolution for the time being.P liowever, üe Gıeek embassy in Sofia learned aboıı the affıir and infcırıed the
Athens govenımenl Thus, wheıı Petsopoutc reüırned to Atheııs, he aııd the whole SEKE (K) leadership weıc
arrpsted.

Dııring the eıısuing months, the Greek-Tıııkish war ended in üe "Asia Minor Catastr@he', and the
population exchange benveerı Greece and Tlııkey ııns agreed upon within üe framework of üıe lausaııne peace
treaty.

in November 1922 ıhe second exraordiıgy SEKE (K) congrcss convened" Here, the "left" m4iority
reversed the decisioııs of the Paıüellmic party cofeıence by reinfoıcing the decisions of the second congrğss
A new CC and CC-Secretary (§argologos) were elected Despite this, factional conflicts continued in t923.
Dissidenıs were fiıed from üıe pargy, and new menbers, especially from Asia Minor, r€crııited" Among üe
newcomers were Serafeim lviaxiınos, who belonged o ıhe International Worters' Union of üe Comintem, and
Pantelis Pouliopoulos, who would become CC-Seoeary and was laor denounced as a Trotskyisı In lviay 1923
the fint Comintern emissary (Aıdrej Pestkovsky, CC-member of üe CPSU) appeaı€d in Athens to assist in
overcoming üe factioııal srife. Neither he nor üıe electiorı congess in Septembeı 1923 were successful. A few
comrades were thıown out of üıe party because of right-wing deviation, and Sargologos was replaced by T.
Aposıolidis, but the irüighting continııed.

In December 1923, dııring the sixü conference of üıe Balkan Federaıion in Moscow, üıe SEKE (K)

' Stawidis, Paraskinia, p. 32.

a Episima Keimeıu,I, p. 213.

D Giannis Petsopoulos, Ta Pragmaıika Aitia tis Diagrafıs mou apo ıo KKE (Aüens, 1946), p. 47 and
Benarogia, I Proti Stadidromia, p. 156.
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received an almost lethal blow. At that time . Since üe last meeting of üe Federation, the Bulgarians tıad
procured the assistance of Dimitrij iı,larıuitskij and Christiaıı Rakovski, of üe Cominıern leadership. Thus, when
the conference began, the Grçek Ğlegaıe (Sargologos) and the Yugoslav were asked to agree to a resolution
demanding an independent l[acedonia and Thrace. The Yugoslav flatly refused. Sargologos, who had ıeceived
no instructioııs, was blackmailed by üe Rıssians ino accepting iı Wheıı he returned !o Athens, he was violently
atuıcked. Totally frısrarcd ild ılisillusigrıed, he emigraıed o the United States.3o

The CC was şüt. Rizosputis editğ Kordatos railed against the resolution: üe proposition for an
autonomouı lvtacedonia aııd Ttırace lacked any basis. }vlacedonia had been divided ino thıee pets, aııd the Greek
section (after üıe population excharıge) was almost homogerıeously populate«t by Greeks. Pohaps üıe proıposition
was ııseful for üe Bulgariaıı party, but cerıairüy noı for üe Greek. The CC werc not ready !o ruin üe Greek
paıty in order !o protect the interests of üe Butgarian party.lı ivlaximos beüeved üıat üe Comintern resolutioıs
had to be obeyed. CC-Secretary Aposolidis steered a rıeutral course. It was decided o bring üe whole matter
before ıtıe Comintern once again.

The lvtacedonia policy of the Cominterıı inrcnsified ıhe factional conflicts wiüıin the SEKE (K). In
Febrııary L924, the Party Council met arıd replaced the leadership wiü a commiıtee (Korüos, Aposoüdis,
iüarimos). Its task was to pıırge the party of ü opportunists (social{emocraıs) aıd extemiss (trotskyiss). In
the months !o follow, üe "deviationist§" left ıhe party or were expelle( and founded üıeir own organizaıions.
These, however, degeneraıed quictly ino secıarian group§ without any role in Greek poütics.

5. B olslıevizaıbn, 1 924-193 1

In June l9V1 ıhe Fifth Comintern Congıess massively criticized üe Greeks and Yugoslavs for their attitude
towards the }üacedonian qııestion. When the Greek delegaıes (Poüopoulos, }vla,ıimos) gave in, ıhe congıess left
üe matıer to be settled at üıe seyenıh Balkan Federation corıference, which was o follow the comintern
congress.32 There the Bulgariaııs scged full success. The position of üıe Yugoslavian and Grpek puties was
denounced as right-devi*ionist and liquidarisl Pouliopoulos and lvtaıimos sıırrendered and signed ttıe resoluüon.
Knowing thaı pusiıing üıis decision ttıroııgh in the Greek party would lead to a major controyenıyı üey asked
for moral ıscistaııc€ ftom üe otiıer cps.

This aid was indeed graııted" In the spring of lVA. Gıeece and the Soviet Union had recstablished
diplomatic relatiqıs. In Juııe ttıe fırst Soviet ambassadc (A M.Ustinov) appegea in Aüens, o be foltowed by
furtiıer diplomatic p€r§dınel aıd a number of gradııates from üe Communist University of üe Woıkers of ttıe
Fast(Koıııınaııisticlıcskij UniwrsiutTnüıaslıclıcyaVostokcKUTV; l92l-|952).Westem Eıııopean cornmunisg
were trained in the party high school at Sverdlovsk, but as the Soviets consideıed Greece an Easterıı country,
Greek communiss received ıheir raining at üıe KUTV. The KUTVists, as üe graduates werç called in party
jargon, were mosüy Gr€€ks who had grown up in Russia or Greeks from Asia Miııor who had foıınd üeir way
o üıe Soviet Union aft€r ıhe Asia Minor Caıastophe. Among üeın was Nikos 7rchriadis, who would later
become Seaetary General of üıe KI(E. The Soviet unbassy asked üıe SEKE (K) to employ üe KUWists in
party work. The SEIG (K) leadenhip complic4 ıhoııgh ıeluctanüy, since they did not trust their loplty. Indee4
üese cadres felt loyalty only to their masten in Moscow. Soon üey monopolized thc contacts with ttıe Soviet
embassy and üıus controlled üe maıerial aid flowing from l\doscow to Atherıs.33

when the iüacedonia ıesolution became knoşın to the party memb€trs, it created aıı tprcar. ln order to
quell üis, üe Cominorn §ent two eınissaries to the üıiıd eıtraordiııary congrc§s of the SEKE (K) in November
1924: tvIanuilskij and Secretary General of üıe Czechoslovak paıty and member of ıhe Cominıem Executive

30 Stawidis, Paraskinia, pp. 175-180.

3ı B. Kofos, Naıioıwlism aııd Coıııırunişm in Macedonia (thessaloniki: Instinıe for Balkan Stııdies,
|964), p.74.

32 Joseph Roüschild, Tlu Coııııııunist Party of Bulgaria. Origins and Developmenıs 1883-1936 §ew
York Columbia Univenity hess, 1959), p. ^ ",s.

33 Andrew L. Zapantis, Greek Soviet Re!u,pııs, 1917-1941 §ew York Columbia University Press,
1982), pp. 169ss.
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committee Richard § meral.
This congıess consıitutes a milestone in the hisory of üe party. The SEKE (K) was renamend KKE,

üe 21 condiüons weıe accepted and the organizatiorıal stnıcnırp was remodelled according 0o üe CPSU paüern,
i.e. üıe cell system was inooduced. Pouliopoıılos was elected new CC-Secretary. Wiü massive hetp from the
Comintem emissaries, ıhe iürcedoniatı policy of the Comintern was enfqccd.g But even theıı, the KKE
hesitated o dign itself publicly with üis poücy. When üe fiısı article apeeaı€d n Rizospasüs, ınany membcrs
left üıe KKE, and in early 1925, aiter a fıırüıer article, the Greek govenıment had the KKE tead€rship aresed
and brought to coıırt for treason. However, beforç the triats began, the Pangalos dictaıorship was establistrcd arıd
üe KKE outlawed. Clumsy management of the uials gave üe accıısed üıe oppornınity for propagaııda Ttrcy
were assisted in this by an inornatioııal pr,ess campoigıı organized by üe Comintern, which peseııted üem as
political martyrs.

Pangalos's anti+ommunist campaign played into üe hands of üe KUTVists. As most of üıe old party
leaders were arrested, the KUIYis§' influeırce grew: they had been traind for illegality, and üıus many of than
marıaged to escapo üe persecution of the police arıd soon contolled large secüons of the party.

After üe fall of üe Paııgalos dicatcstıip in August l926,ıhe conflict with the KUTVi§ts beguı. CC
Secreıary Pouliopoulos resigned from his post aııd attacked the }viacedonian policy: it had ruined the prty and
ought ıo be given up. Equatly calamitoııs in his eyes was the gıowing influence of the KUTViss. They had no
roots in the party and only aimed at bringing it under lVloscow's control.

ln üe general elections of 7 December 192f,, the KKE received 41,982 votes (4.38%) and, according
to üıe proportional voting §yst€rn aplied, 10 depuües. In the pr,evious elections (December 1923), urd€r the
majority system and poütically totally differenı condiügıs, the SEKE (K) had won roughly 10,000 votes but no
deputy. The increase of votes was caısed by three factors: üe proportional sysıem was aplied, meaning that
the Greek voter did not wasto his ballot if he voted for the KKE, üe repıessive mea§ııres by the dicatorship had
provoked a protest reaction agaiıst the old clientelistic parties, and the KKE had not mentioned the tvlacedonian
problem in üıe election campaign

In the meantime Poıliopoulos continued his uacks. Dııring an enlarged CC meeting in mid-Deceınber
|926, tlıe KUTVisıs accused him of liquidarism. Pouliopoıılos counterpd: the }vtacedoniarı poücy would have
serious cotısequences for üe laboın movement in Greece. It was uııacceptable that any internatioııal instinıüon
decree the coıırse of thp various parties. In erch country therç werç specific conditions. This was clearly a
Trotskyite posiüon, and the the KUTVists had him condeınned for factionalism and liquidarisııı. In Febıııry
1927 Korütos §idd with Foüopoıılos: üıe lvlacedoııian policy and not üıe persccuüons of üıe Greei govem-
ment had deüvered ı}ıe aııp dc gracc to the KKa Tho Gr€e& ııorker§ regarded üo Gr€€k conımunisg as allies
of Bulgariuı chauvinisnı. Ko[daios aııd Fouliopoulc were righc in lviğ§h l%l tiığ Ki(E courıted 860
meınbers.35

Deşitc üis distressing siiııuiqı the figbts bctween the factions cqıtinued Dııring üe üird paıty
congrcs§ in lvtaıch |9Tl , ihıtı frcüorıs became discernible: üe 'liquidariss' around Pouliopoulos, who had üıe
support of üıe deputie* demarıded tbat üe tvlredonian policy be dı,opped" They advocated üe building of an
efficient cadre srucuııe prig to ıhe enlaıgement of thc mass basis. The KUTVist§, assi§ted by üıe Comintern
emissary aıd member of üe CC of the German CP Hermaıın Renımele, aimed aı sacking the "peü boıırgeois
intellecnıals" and wanted !o cıeate a mass basis which üey could control more easily. The 'centristsn aıound
tvtaximos took an oppatunistic position. The KUTVists gained a partial victory. The lvtacedonian policy was
declared obügaıory, and it was decided !o open tirc party !o üe mass influx of worters. These, however, showed
raüıer ütrle interest, since the KI(E could offer no roğetia.If üe C-omintern faction did not score full §uccess,
it was due to üe KiG deputies, who ıiııeatened to lay down üeir mandates if üıe KUTVists ried o purge üe
"liquidarist§".

In August 192]7 ıiıe crisis reached is climax. Poüopoulos made a frontal attack on üıe KUTVisS,
corıdemning Süalin's poücy of sociaiism in one country as anti-lüanıisıand anti-I*rıinist, and openly siding with
Trotsky, Sinoviev and l(amenev. The Statinist Poüöııreau from which üe "centrists" had resigned in Juııe, fiıed
him from the paıty and had his expulsion confirmed by üe Cominterrıj6 Now üe KUTVists nımed agaiıut üe

Y Epdma Keimeııa,I, pp. 513-518.

35 Roüıschild, Tlıe Commuııisı Party of Bulgaria, p.238; Kofos, Naıionalism, p.8|.

'6 To KKE apo to 1931,II,p.220.
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"centrists" around iv{aximos. The Cominıgrı asked him to come to Moscow, which he wisely refısed. ln
November L927 the KKE Politbııreau accused him of factionalism, but hesiarcd rc sack him direcüy since üis
would mean üe loss of deputies as well. The Sıalinisıs found a better way: üıey started a campaign for the

auıonomy of tvlacedonia The Greek govenıment pıompüy lifted üe parliamenıary immunity of KKE deputies
and sent üem !o trial Alüough ıhey were soon released, ıhey lost control over ıheir followen and üe KUWists
were able o expel them ftom üe CC at a meeting in February 1928. The Comintern agreed. At the same time
plans were made !o create a pıırely communist union

In üe elections of 19 Augus 1928, the KI(E mustered L4,325 votes (1.41%), but, sincc üe majority
system was appüed, no seaıs. The dıop in votes was caısed by a variety of faclors. The iviacedonian poücy
surely played a major role, buı more imporuııt was ıhe renırn of Venizelos !o active politicat üfe. On the other
hand, since under the majority systeın any vote for the KKE was a lost vote, many left voters traıısfered their
votes to the liberals, ıınder whom, moneoverr roıısfctb were possible.

Deşite this elecüon defeaq üe pırges continued. In December 1928 the foıırü party congıess aıtended
by a Comintern delegation sacted all faırıer deputies save one (Kostas Theos). The new Slalinist leadenhip
under A. Chaitas appıoved üe measıııes taken by üe Cominterrı and üe Soüet goverrıment against Trotsky. The
Comintern emissary, in turn, congraııılıated the KKE for üıe successful pıuge of üıe party.

The ensuing two yean were ıhe blacke§ı in the histay of the Kt(E. In Februay L929 thr. KKE founded
- as planned - üe communist union federation, United GSEE (Bııoıiko GSEEı EGSEE), which institutionalized
the split of üıe Greek laboıır movement. This made it easier for the Greek government to p€rsecute the
communist unionists and reinforce §ıate control over the non-communi§t unions. In iviarch |929 ıIıe venizelos
government inroduced abill (Idbnyııo lavı - sui gcıuris !aw) which made agiaıion against üe social order a
crime. ln July it became a law. Alüough ıhe KKE denoıınced üe law as fascist and the Comintem mobilized
Eıırope's public opinion against the dicıatorial sitııation in Greece, ıhe ıepressive measıurics of Venizelos were
ratiıer mild, scarcely more than administrative hindraııces !o the party's work If üıe KKE's sıar had surü to its
lowest point, it was not becaıse of goverment persccutiorı, but because of continuous internal srife.

The quarrels were not about ideological differeııce§, but aboııt personal rivalries in üe op leadership.
The foıırth congress had demanded an increase in mernbership to 5,000. Instea( membership diminished. In
iüarch 1930 üe KKE had l70 members in Athens aıd in ıedPiraeus oııly 70. The oal memberstıip was below
1500. Noı even ıvhen üe worldwide economic crisis hit Greece could the KKE aıtract ıpw members: wherı in
August 1931 an anü-war demonstration which had beeıı pçaed for weeks ook place, only l50 pcrsons stpwed
up. Quite righüy ıhis period of KI(E history is call€d thc time of ııııprincipled opportıni§m.

The Comintcrn had been warching üıese fighs wiü gıowing dişleasııre. Iıı Jıırp L929 a Comintern
emissary tried in vain o lead üe KKE back !o the "rigbı" ıvay. In Janııary 1930, üıring üe üird plenum, üıe
communist deputy of üıe Reichsag aııd eınissary of the Comintern Ernst Gnıbe made aııoüer attempt !o
overcome üe personal feııds, but üe sqııabbles cqıtinued. Two groups were disceınible in üe excharıge of
accusations concerrıing the decline of üıe party: üe Sulinist cüque around Chaitas and a less ortlıodor and mae
nationally oriented ciıcle aound Theos and Gecgic Siaı.. .,,. In Augusı 193l the Greelr poüce tried o arrest
üe KKE leaders. Though Chaitas was arıeste( he maııaged ttı e.scape to Moscow, where in 1935 he was execu-
ted as a Troskyisı Sianos had teft for lıı[oscow before the police raid. When Theos was caught in September,
üe KI(E was leaderless.

6. Intervenıion of the Comintern aııd Sıaliüzaıion, 1931-1936

In view of this desolarc sitııaüon üe Cominterıı decided !o intervene directly in üıe internal affairs of KKE. In
November 1931 a Comintern ıesolution analped üe siuıation in Greece and made it lınown that the party tıad
a new leadership." ln Decemb€r üe foıırtiı ploıum met, an( in the presence of a Comintern emissary (Henryk
Walecki of üıe Polish CP), üe KUWi§t Nikos Zachariadis was installed as üıe new leader of üe KKE.

As Zachariadis was !o lead ıhe party untit 1956, a few words about his career seern appropriaıe.
Zachariadis was born in A&ianople (Edirne) in 1903 as son of peıit bourgeois parcn§. A§ his father often
changed his place of work, he grew up in varioııs owns in Ottoman Turkey. His formal education consisted of
four years of primary school and one year of High School. From 1919 on, he worked in the Istanbul docks and,
later, as a Black Sea sailor. During this ı.ne he got in toııch wiü üe local unions. In |923 he joined the CP of

'7 Penıe Chronia Agones,p. L3-26,
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Tuıkey arıd was sent ıo üe KUTV. In LYZA üıe Comintern serıt him to Greece. Betş,een LgA and 1929 he held
various posts in üe Fe&raıion of Communist Youü of Greece (Oıııospondb Koııııııoınistikon Neolaion Elladaü
OKNE) and üe Ki(E. Several short stays in prison intenıpted his activities.In L929 he left Grpece unt'ıl 1931
rc be nrained as a cadrç in üıe soviet union. zrchariadis wa!ı aıı absolute heııchman of salinı

The new leadership promised o follow all the instructions of the Cominıern Indee( dıııing the next
two years, ıhe KKE underırent a reorgınization according o üe Bolshevik model In July 1932 üe fiıst
Panhellenic organisational confereııce declar€d üıe frcıory cell as üe basis of üıe party. In August a confeıence
on union questions took place. tn üıe September 1932 elections üe KKE received 58223 votes (4.97%) an(
as üıe proportional systeın was ryplied, won 10 dryuües. The Kl(E rejoiced aııd auributed üıe success to the
çompet€nt leadership of Zachariadis.

This was exaggerated of coıırse. The nue ıeason for the gains was that üe Greek voters tıad nırrıed
against Venizelos's liberal party, which had p,roved incapable and unwilling to cope ıııith the disasnous effects
of üıe Great Depression. They voted for üe coııserrıative populiss or for one of üe smaller pııogıessive parties,
such as the KKE. The new Kl(E dcputies weıç all staunch suppğters of üe Stalinist line.

Toward the erıd of 1932, the economic sinıadon deterioıated rapidly. As the two big bourgeois parties
were unable o form a stablo goyerııment, ııew electiaıs were held in Mğch 1933. ttrere majority §yst€ın was
appüed, arıd the KKE reçeived 52958 vota§ (4.64%) but no seat in prliamenı The effects of the Dep,ression
had obviously paralysed soıne of thc old cücntelistic mgchani§n§, and thus the KKE elçcıcatp stabilized.

Dııring üe following years üıe KKE played a totıılly pssive role in GreeJr politics. [t was preoccupied
with reorganizing itself. The most importaııt eyent for üıe development of the pğty was the şixth plenum of
January 1934 which laid dorm the id€ological line which woııld hold until 1945.

Since, until üıen, the KKE had never worked oııt a party prograııı (üe fınt official pıograrn was ıo be
formulatetl in 196l), üe Comintgn ıçsoluüon of November 1931 was üe basis of üoughı It was quoted at
lengü in üe relevaııt dcumenl39 Acccding o the resolution, Gıeece could be classified among üıe counries
which were orı üe road owards c4italisıı, deşite the remains of importanı semi-feudal elements in their
agricultue. In these @untries, üe boıırgeois ıevolution must fir§t be complete( befce the socialist ıevoluüon
could be canied thıough" It ııas po§ble, lıowev€r, üıat üis traıısformation pıocess could quickly evolve into
6 şoçinlisl lpyolution up to this poinı, üe sixth plenum document regoduced the comintern ıpsolution correctly,
buı, ftom then on, in üeir Ocscrbton of the ınaıııpr and evolution of üıe traıısfcmation ırıoce$ı, üıe authors
blurred üe mauer. The way in which elegıents of the Corııinterıı resolution }yer€ mixed up wiüı KKE's own
concep§ make evident that üıey had no very clear idea what it was all abouı

"The hegemony of üe proleariat in ıhe boıırgeois-derıocraıic revoluıion, ş,on in the struggİes leading
to vicorioıJs revolution and safegııarded in the form of rule by sovieıs, wiü the actiye coopğaüon of ıhe
internaüonal proleariaı will eıısıırc the rapid traıısition ftom a boıqgeois{emocratic o saialist revolution
Government by worters' aııd peasans' soyieıs, which in the fint stage of the ıcvolution will achieve ıhe
revoluüonry{emocratic dicıaıostıip of the worting class and üıe peasantry in the form of soviets, will now
become the governmaıı of üe dictaıgslıb of üc p,ıoleıriaır

In oüerıvords, tbe KKE ho@ ocmplete the bourg€oisdemocraticrevoluüonby aradical{emocraıic
system of government, a sysEm of soviets somewhaı ıesembling üe worters', ırea§ant§' and soldiers' soviets
in Russia in 1905 and l9l7, or in Germany at ttıe erd of 1918. This meaııs üıat in 1934 üıe Ki(E rejected the
parüamenıary system and peferred üe radicaldemocratic, I*nini§t system of deınocracy by sovies.

A piece of self*riticism by the sixth plenum sheds an inıeıesting light on the social composition of üıe
KtG. Only MVo of ıhe rankaııd file were wckers, and, among üem, no morç ıhan 9.1% were facory workers.
Fourty_four of üe 590 paıty cells weıe facory cells. Obviously, the overwtrclming majority of KKE memben
stemmed foom üıe wıiı boıırgeo&e.

In the local elections of Febrrıary 1934, the KI(E scorçd its first great success. Dimirios Partsalidis was
üe fırst communist elected ınayor of Greece in Kavatla. ln May, however, he was unseated, being accused of
tuming the own hatl into a comınunist snonghold.

" Stawidis, Paraskinia, p. 477.

39 The text of üe Cominteın resolution may be found in Episima Keiıneııa,Itr, p. 294-306; üıe text of
the sixh plenum of January 1934 is reproduce, ;ı Episiına Keimena,IV, pp. 13ss.

q Episiııu Keimena, [V, p. 24s.
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The fıfüı pany congess, in lviarch 1934, ratified üe coıırse of the süth plenum and proıpagaıed üe
Comintern slogan of esablishing an antifascist popular fronl Also, Zachariadis's leadership, which was stü
provisional, was officialized Obviously, üe KKE was well on its way towards Bolshevik unity. Finally the
congress accepted a prty constitution which was modelled after the CPSU sauıte and soon developed ino an
instrument for disciplining dissenıing party members.

In the monüs before üıe abortive coııp d'etaı of }vtarçh 1935, ttıe KKE tried to mend üe union
connection but was met with deep distrust by üe oüıer trends. At üe same time it tried to prepaİe üe mass basis
for a general srike in case of a miütary takeover. This was in vain - Greek workers refused !o join the KKE.
Thus üe KKE had to coniine itself mainly to the role of onlooker. During the thiıd plenum of April 1935, üere
was much complaining about üe impossibiüty of iniluencing Greek political developmens. But the same plenum
received the Comintern's permission o change üe slogan of tvlacedonian autonomy ino "full equality of atl
minoriües wiüin the Gr€ek s!at§". Thııs one of üe KKE's haııdicaps was removed.

Thç elections of June 1935 werç boycoaed by üe Venizelist prties, because the ruling Royaliss were
going to rig üem üorougtüy. The KKE did rntiıin üe boycott arui thus won 98,699 votes (9.59%), but no seat
in parliament due to tiıe maprity sy§tem aplied. This success was caıısed by nro main factors: first, many Veni_
zelİsts were not ready O passİvely succumb b the RoyalisB, and ıhus voted KKE in protesq secondly, the Veni_
zelist clientelistic netwck was beginning ıo disintegraıe, and many disillusioned Venizelist followers siıifted ıheir
loyalty to the KKE. The new L.iacedonian poücy p,robably üd not have much influence orı the votoı§.

The elecoral sııocess filled üıe KKE wiü new self-confıdence. At üıe üird organizatiorıal conference
üe party set itself to woık for ttp esıablishmeııt of an anti-fascist popılr frorıı Efforş o impnove relations wiü
üe GSEE were intensified, but !o no avail The foıırüı pleııum in September 1935 ratified the decisions of üe
Seventh Comintern Congıess about the poputar front srategy and elected Zachariadis Secreıary General of üe
KKE.

In December 1935 ıhe sixüı party çongress took place. The leadership proudly stated that all delegates
were workers. No words were wasted on üıe composition of üe raıık and fıle, however. In tiıe best Stalinist
manner, the delegales unanimously approved üe work of üıe CC since üıe last congress. Obviously Stalinism
had been successfully implanrcd" In order to alt€r üe saial composition of üe party in favoıır of the workers,
üe congress decided O found a peasarıt prty (Agroıikı Koııına E&ada§, AKE) !o cganize üıe popula fr,orıı
in the counryside. Unt'ıl ıhe Second }Vorld Wr, the AKE was a tyTical commuııisı-controlled fr,ont puty wich
held no attraction for the peasarıtry. The AKE would reach iıs peak dııring the occupation, when it became one
of üe parties active in üe Greek Resisance.

More important for üıe KI(E, howev€r, was the inuoduction of the personality cult sıınounding üıe
Secretary General. Pavlos Nefeloudis, laıer a leading cadıe, reme[ıbers: "The sixıh party cDngrcs§ can be seen
as the party congress which implanted aıd fştered personality cult in Greece. To all the defects which ctıarac-
tüı?ed üıe inıemal functioning of oıır parry aom its birth, now a ııew evil was adde4 the cult of one po§o,
of the person of the leader t...] They began o weave the legend of the 'omniscient' QnıuxypııosJ, the gıeat
üeoretician, üe heroic leader [...] It is he who has cseaıed üe new prty strııtegy for a boıırgeois ıevolution
based on deep snıdy and scientific analysis of üe Greet sinıation }Ie it is who iıspired the resolutiorıs of üıe
sixüı paıty congıe{§ for a ıınited peasaııt p8rty. IIe is üe gıeat conşirato,r, üe phanom whqrı üıe sccıırity police
cannot catch."ı But üıis was only ıhe beginning. A few years later one of Zachariadis's henchmen stated: "The
party is Zachariadis aıd Zaciuriadis is the party".a2

ln Ocober 1935 the Greek morıaıchy was restored by a fraııdulent arıd ıırıfree plebiscite. The returning
King, however, insisted on corroct elections in Janııary 1936. The KiiE campaigned as a popular front and won
73Al| vots (5.76Vo) and 15 deputies. The drop in votes by mce ü,an 25,000 since üe June 1935 elecüons was
caused by the renırn of maııy protest voters to ıhe überal paıties. It is certain üıat many others had continırcd
to vote for the KKE, a fact tiıat explains üe relaüvely high number of votes receives. The membership of the
KKE in 1936 was well under 10,000,13 and everı üese were not seasoned communiss in üıe sense ıhat they
were adherents of the teachings of Marıı and l-enin or Sıalin. Most of them were people who were dissatisfied

11 Nefeloudis, Stis Piges tis Kakodaiıııonias, p. L07.

4ı Ziz|s Zografos, "Provlimata Schetika me to Esokommatiko mas Kaüeslos", Neo§ Kosmos (December
1956), p. 48.

n3 Richter, Griechenland im Zwanzigsten Jalvhuııderı, 1, p. 196.
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by the existing cüentelisüc system aııd wanted social reforms. The turd core of the Ktr(E were üe KUTVists
and a few hundred staunch supportanıi altogetipr less than 1,000.

The elecOral success of üıe KKE, however, soon gained alsproeonlonate importance. Since üıe
conservatİve and the tiberal caınps had come out of ttp elections wiüı almost eqııal strerıgü (Verıizeli§t l4l seais,
Anüvenizelisıs 143 seats), neiüer were üle o form a government on üıeir own. Yers of hostile relaüons
precluded a coalition govenıınent in the bourgeois camp. So conserrratives and überals began o bargain with
üe poputar front, hoping to win üıeir votcs to form a minority govenımenç a coalitiqı wiü üe KKE was also
preclııded, of cotııse. A &al with üe conservatives was blocked by the mitiığy. The ırcgotiations with üe
liberals were mor€ successful and eııded in tiıe conclusioıı of a mutııally satisfying agrcomenL At the decisive
moment, however, ıhe leader of the liberals Sofoulis did noı have the courage o face the furioııs auacks of üıe
conservatives in parliament uıd brcked out. The KKE took revenge by revealing üe conıents of üıe negotiaüoıs
wiıh both parties. These events as well as üe growing laboıır ıııırest offered the Greek right-wing politicians a
unique chance o conjıııe up üe idea of commıınist darıger.

7. Tlu Struggle for Sıınıival: ılu Fascist Dicatorship of Metaııs, 1936-1%l

Ttıe srike wave which passed over Grcece in the şring of 1936 was not the wort of üıe commııniss. In 1935
mounting misery of the woting populaüon caıısed the socialist unions o dissolve and ıheir organisations and
its memben to retıırn o üıe Venizelistconmlled GSEE. The Venizeliss, who had beeıı oıısted ft,orn govenıment,
approved of srikes siırce these wqıld bring üe consenatives ino touble. From Janııary 1936 on, the base
organizations of üe commımist EGSEE irrıeasingly participated in the srikes. The governmeııt reactcd wiü
bruat repe§on, üıe anticlimax of which was üe }vlay 9 demonstraıion in Thessaloniki where üe police acnıally
killed 12 and wourıded 300. Ensuing protest srikes spead all over Greece. Prime Minister Metaxas cleverly used
üese to incıease üe communisophobia of üe Greek boıırgeoisie to hyst€ria. In July the G§EE-leaderstıip agr€ed
to organize a nationwide strike on 5 August togeüer wiü üe communist unions. Though the danger of a com-
munist takeover existed only in the frenzied minds of fanaücal anti-communists, Metaxas and the King used üis
as an excııse to establislı a dictaıcship on Augıst 4, |936.

One of üe main ctıarrteristics of üe fascisıf ıegime of üıe 4th of Augıst was its anü-commıııisn.
Accordingiy, üe communists becane thc fırst victims of üıe regime's repressive mea$ırcs. Up o Novcmber
1936, üe secıet police arresrcd lJ30 "communisu". The deftıition of ı commımist was left o the police, and
üey discovercd "Venizelo-comlaımiqıqn, "FopuloCcnmunisı§n, "Anglo-commıınists", aııd'Gallo<ommunistsn.
Towards the end of 1936 the prisoııs wtıt g) oveırtowded that the authcities €sıablistı€d a oonoenğıaüon camp
for communists in the former fortess of Akona&lia simitr caınp§ ıııere established aı Aigina and corfrı.

The communists were not aıly incaıceıaıe4 but subjected !o a "re-educaüon program" desigııed !o lead
them back ıo the right way. The meıhods applied to obtain üe declratioıs of rcpentence (dilosis meıaıpias)
recatled the most sinister p,ıocedıııes of üe inquisition aııd irplıdcd att kinds of torüıı€. When thc victim sigııcd
such a declaraıion in which he cmdemned Communisın and praised the dictaıor, it was pıblished and he was
set fr€e. This branded him as a fcmer commıuıisıt, howeyer, which led o his isolation in society, on the orc
hand, and made his fcmer comrades break off any contact wiü him, on üe other. Until 1939 üıe secıet police
collected over 45,000 such declrations. It must be noted, however, üat üıis figıııe dms not reflect üe real
number of kkE-members but the zeal of üe hunters.

In the beginning, the KKE-leaderstıb ried o diıect üe party from iail, but this soon proved to be a
hopeless enterrise. The still free (second ruık) cadres and members had enough on üeir haııds just avoiding
arrest and were not able o do any undergıound work" ln order to confuse üıe rarü-and-file of KKE even more,
secret police minister Konstantinos Maniadakis had a few renegades and undercover secret police agents forıı
a CC and even edit a Rizospastis. To keep up appearances, üe police hindged üe distribution of üe fake
Rizospasıis as well. The bogus CC, which became known as üe provisional leadership (grosorini diikisf),
managed ıo get in contııct with tnrc KI(E cells, resulting in üe exposııre of their members and their subjection
to persecution.

Unül 1940 le.ss tharı 1,000 KKE-cadres aııd members resisted üıe onslaught of tiıe regime and did not

e For üe discussion about üe ctıaracıer of the regime, see Heinz Richter, Grieclıınland zwischen
Revolution uıd Konıenevolwion 1936-1946 (Frarıkfurr Europöische Verlagsanstalt, 1973), pp. 54-67 and
Griechenland im Zwanzigsıen Jalvhıaıdcrı, 1, pp. 20lss.
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sign a djlasıs. Since üıe prisons and concentratiorı camps wert overcnowded, üe regime could not isolate üıe
communists, and üeir message spead ıo the oüıer inmates. So it was üat üe prisons became communist
breeding-gıounds, where funıre cadre.s were prepared-'s

If Meıaııas did not sııcceed in destroying the Kl(E, he was certainly successful in ruining the clientelistic
networks of üıe conservuives and liberals. As most of üeir cüents had never closely identified üemselves wiü
the clientelisüc system, but had simply used it as a means of survival, it was easily wipei ouı Maııy of the

former cliens hated the fascist systeın, aııd as their former masters showed ütüe readiness o fight against it, üıey
looked for new leaders. Thus üe KI(E acquired more attraction as a resistance organization than it even woııld
have gained in üe old setup. The KI(E became the bearer of hope for all üose who wanted to fight fascism.

In February 1939 Sianos, who had managed !o escape from his island of exile, called togeher a few
leading cadres who had not been arrcsted for a meeting which bame known as the fifttı plenum of the CC.
Analyzing üe naıional and international sioıation, üıey came o üe following corrclısion: "Oıır party fights o
secure üe independence aııd integrity of Greece, but aı the same time it anınııııces thaı üe gı€ater enemy of
our independence and of the integrity of ouı country is in Aüens - üıe monarçhofascist dictatorship."6 The
fight agairst üe internal enemy had priority. Somewhere in the course of July 1939, the Comintern corrected
üis posiüon: "Your country is being ıtıreaıened by the fascisı Axis and especially by lalian fascism which is
very active in the Baltans. The fint duty of üe KI(E is o defend the indepeııderrce of yoıır coıınry. As long
as üe Meaxas govenıment is üghting agains üe same üııger, üeıe is no reag)n fc you o give priority o is
overüıow.'{? Siantos and Zachariadis compüed and reoriented the KKE propagaııda accordingly. A few KI(E
leaden (Ktisıakis, Papgiarınis), however, were taken abaci by this Comintem volu-face. They did rıot
undersand thaı the Cominterıı in frcq had for quirc some tine degeneraıed ino an instnıııeııt of Soviet foreigı
policy, and that at üis particular time, Soviet foreign policy was trying to build a dam against fasci§t expansion
in the Balkans at all costs.

After the conclusion of the Hitler-Stalin-Pact, üe Comintern changed is line again. Now Zrchariüis
and Sianos kept a low pofıle, whereas they u,ho had been tools of axis propagaıda ıuıtil recently (Ktistakıo,
Papagiannis) now staıııchly sııppated Comintern policy and demanded a ıevision of KI(E priorities.

Mussolini's attek on Greece compücated üe sitııation even more. In a leuer of 3l Ocober 1940
Zachariadis took an absolutely natioııalisüc position as regards the war against Italyf Though he appareııüy
knew about ths Comintom dircctive of Septcmbcr l939j9 he delibcratcly di§mi§sed it and rçuımed o üe
Comintern position of July 1939. His urıderlying motives for this step ar€ subject o speculuion. However, when
üe Greek arıny succeedod in pushing üıe ltaliaıu &ı back ino Albania Z,r;htiüis, in a second lerd darca
26 Noveıııber 1940, ook a posiüon halfiray benpeen his firsı leuer and üe Sçtember 1939 Comintem directive.
He üereby denourped the Grcek advarrcc as an imperialist şıar which serııed only ıhe inteıesı of Britain. The
British stıould leave üc @utry, and the war stıould be sopped and an armisüce effected through üe good
offices of the soviet union.5ı

When, on orders of Security Minisrer lvdaııiadakis, üe publication of üe secoııd letter was prohibited,
Zachariadi§ made aııother effort On 15 Janııary l94l he $,rote a üird leuer. In it he again condeınned üe
Albanian war as a fascist war of coııquest aıd complained thaı Metaxas had not sotıght üe mediation of the
Soviet Union. The continııation of üıe war oıly served üe Greei plutocrats ard British iınperialism. Therefge
Metaxas remained the main enemy of üe people and of üe country. His overttırow was üe primary tıırgeL Army

'5 See BareioEs's reminisceırces merıtioned in note 18.

6 Episima Keimeııa,IV, p.463,

'7 Delu Clıronia Agones, p. 140.

§ The letıer was eager§ published by the Greek auüorities in üe p,ress of üe time. It may be found in
Episima Keimena [KI(E esoterikou], V, p. 16.

o9 John C. Loulis, Tlıc Greek Commuııüı Party 1940-1944 (London: Croom Helm, 1982), p. 8.

50 Text n Episima Keimena [KKE esoıerikou], V, p. 22s.

51 The second letter was published neither by üe Greek auüoriües nor by the KKE at the time.
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and people should join in an effort o establish an antifascist, anti-plutoraiic, popıılar regime.s2 Luckily for
Zachariadis this letrer, too, wı§ not published It might have ruined üe positive impression üe first letter tıad
created ıımong the rank-and-file and üıe Greek people in general, and Zachaiüis's appeal ıo the army o
overthrow üe regime at a moment when üe Greek naıion was iıghting for survival might have had similarly
disastrous consequences as the tvfacedonian policy.

8. Resistance aıü Development toııards a Mass Movemant, 194I-1944

In April l94l Hitler's roops conquered Greeçe. The invasion scaıtered whaıever remained of the cüenıelistic
networks. However, in the Albanian carnpaign and in the battles against the Germans, üe people had developed
a new mentality.They had leamed that things did not have o be accçted passively; even superior forçes coııld
be resisted The victories against the latians weıe victcies of the peqle aııd not of üeir defeati§t leaderstıipj3
And this will !o resist was not bıoken by üıe occııpation. Sponaneously, in the sıımmer of 1941, üe fırst
resistance g1oups came into being.

The old elios had no part in üis. As üey could ııot exp€ct to tead üıe resistance in üıe old clienolistic
way, they decided to sit thğ occupaıion oul Only a few younga intellectııals, a number of democratic and
repubücan-minded offıcers, aııd the few remıining communists were ready and had the expertise o organize and
lead üe spontarıeous resisance. The communiss who had sıınived üe dictatcship in illegal§ numbered 200,
and in üe chaos of the fust days of üe occupation, a few hundred ottıers managed to escape from prisons and
carnp§.Zrctariadis was ıakeıı by the Gespo aııd sent to Dachau, wheıe he reınained until the end of the war.

Dııring the first days of the Germaıı ccııpation, üe KKE, in waııt of new Comintern instnıctions,
showed signs of uncertainty about which line to follow. But when üıe Germans attacked üe Soviet Union on
22 Jwıe 194l, the KKE fell ino line again. Thc sixth plenum which meı a few days laıer app€aled !o members
of the two communist groııps to set a§ide their disagreemenıs and contribute to the ı€constnıction of the paty.
The basic duty of each communist was to organize üıe smıggle for üe defense of üıe Soviet Union and for üıe
overthıow of the foreigrı Fascist yoke. The communists must help üe peo,ple to sıırvive, oryanize üe resisance
against üıe invaders and explain thı only a govenunenı of üe workers aııd peasaııs could permanently free
Greece from foreigı dependencc and inıernal cxploitation.a This rtsolution, ıyhich was not inilueııc€d by any
Comintern directives, repeatcd üe old slogan of the deferıse of the Soviet Union but oriented üıe prty owaıds
rçsistance. ln the sevcrıth plenum of Sçrcınber l94l uıd the eighü plenum of Janııary 1942 - still wiüıout any
guidance from the Comintern - the Crc, though stiU payıng tip serııice to the defense of the Soviet Unioıı
chaııged priorities. The struggle for natiorıal überatiqı became the primary aim, ard only after üis was rchieııed
could üıe establishment of a diffgçnt scial system be considered" Tlıe rcsisonce stnıggle would be organized
on the broadest possible populaı basis.

The sory of üıe eıısuing develo,pmeııt has been well reseactıed.$ Thus we can confiııe orırselves to
registering üe develçments ıhaı arç of interçsı in oıır conexl

In September 1941 ıhe KKE founded the National Liberation Fıont (Ettuiko Apelğtlıırotikı Metopoi
EAM. Ttıe honible faminc dııring the first winıer of ccupaüon (l94ll42) orrce again showed the masses that
they had been abandoıpd by üeir former leaden. Help came rnainly from a suborganization of üe EAM called
National Soüdarity (Ethniki Allileıgd; EA) ş,hich saved üousarıds by feeding üeın. Within üe ııext thıee yeaıs

52 lbid.,p.32.

53 The former commander of tiıe British Military Mission wiü the Greek partisans wrote: "In üe
Albanian Campaigrı it was the people of Greece who fought and did so splendidly against üe enemy inşite
of üe regu|ar Army. The regulaı Army was §hamed ino fighting by üe will of the people. The people ad-
vanced inşite of üe senior regulaı Army officers who, diıected laıgely by Meaxas himself, rather than üe
Greek C.-in{., were not only unwilling to fight and incompetent, but had not the spirit to lead the Greek
Army agaınst the invader." Quoted from E. C. W. Myers, "Inside Greece. A Review" (unprinted manuscript
in üe possession of üıe auüıor).

Y Deka Chronia Agones, p. 120s.

55 See note 19.

15

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



,

üe EAM developed into a mass organizaüon. In half a dozen suborganizations, üe EAM recruited about 1.5

of the 7.5 million GreeLs. ls members came from all classes and strata of socieıy.
From üe beginning, erıemies and criücs denourped üıe EAM and is suborganizaıions as commıınist

fronı organizations. According to them, üıe KKE built ııp ttıe EAM in order to erect a dictaorship of üıe
proleıariat after the war.

It is true üut üe KKE played a rnaİ)r role in creating, organizing and leading the EAM, but the EAM
never became a front for üe KI(E. Besides communists, üe leadenhip of üe EAM comprised a number of
progıes§ve and left personalities as well as former leaders of small leftist cüentelistic nenrorts. The rarü-and_
file were similarly heterogeneous: a large paıt originated from the former liberai clientöle who had 0emporarily
shifted their loyalty to üe EAivi. Oüıers were simply patrios who wanıed o free üıeiı country, and again oüen
dreamed of social reform. And üıere were üe few "tnıe" communists who followed their leaders unconditionally.
Alüıough üıe KKE had placed is cadrçs in all docisive po§t§, üeir number was far too smdl to control the mass
organizaüon of the EAM and keep it on üe rack of communisı orthodoxy. The communiss within the EAM
who had been KKE members beforç üe dicaorship coıınted le.ss tharı 800. Still, most of üese - as already
stated - were not seasorıed communists but people wanüng reform. The KUTVisıs weıe just a handful wittıout
any guidance by üe Comintern.

With growing suocess and expaııding merıbenhip, the influence of üe KI(E cadres decreased One of
üe reasorıs for the dwirıdling control of üıe Kl(E over the movement was thaı, in üıe lib€rated areas, the EAM
were developing new forms of poütical exp,ression of will, whose main feanıres wer€ Qen discussion and free
voting, in oüer words, grııssı roo§ democracy.

At üıe same tiıne, üe Ki(E itself also encountsred ıııaııs entry of new members. By üıe erıd of üıe
occupaıion, KKE membership had iıpreased to about 200,000. These new members were no disciplined cadıes
or ideologically staıııch comınuııisıs,6u1 individınls who wanted saial reform arıd a new democraıic repubücan
postwar Greece - by no meaı§ a return o the pre-war cüentelistic system. Rougİıly half of them were of peasaııt
origin. The inilux of new members chaııged the character of the KI(E as well, of coıırse. Out of a monolithic
Leninisı-Salinist secı, a ınasıı party had evolved in which plıııalism of opinions and dişutes among üe vrious
wings were normal. In oüıer words, the KKE was evolving ino a heterogeneous, democıatic, socialist mass pğty
wiü strong popüst feauııes.

Not all üe new members were idealisıs, of coıırse. The EAivi arıd kl(E beıpfited from the cüenteüstic
üinking of üe Greeks. The new ğganizations aüractod üe masses because they showed perşectives the old
parties had never offered. The evolution of üe organizations was faciütated by üıe fact thaı üıe lirıks with üıe
comintern had been broken aııd thaı üe kuTvi§ıs had lost conrol over the movement. The wartime kkE leader
Siarııos allowed üe new spirit o crry hin away from communist orüodoxy, deşite his KUTV raining, and
steered a coıırse which may be ctıarrcterized as democraıic şoçiılisq witlı snong naüonal feanıres. A Greek way
towards socialism began o loom on üıe hoizon.

This development, however, was §toppcd in 1944, fırst by Soviet and then British intervention. Since
the summer of 1943, the EAIvt had increasingly met with oposition from the British govenıment, which saw
is raditiorıal role as rotecting pow€r mdangered by üe developmens in Greece.In order !o stop üe EAM's
coıırse owards independeıpe, üıe Britisiı and Sovieı govenımenıs, in ivIay 1944, agreed upon temporary şheres
of interess. (In Octob€r 1944 üese weıe made permanenı in üe noorious percenüage agrcemenL) The Sovies
honoııred üe British r€adiness o rcknowledge üıe Soviet §ph€re by sending a Soviet military mission ı,o ELAS
to demand a more compromising aainıde owards the Britistı. Though the Cominıern had been dissolved a year
before, üe Greeks compüed. This paved üe way owards the British intervenüon in December 1944, which
desroyed everything üıaı üe resistance had built up and hought about a complete reversion of forçes. This, in
turn, triggered developmen§ leading diıectly o the civil war from 1946 tD 1%9. Dııring this p€riod üe KKE
was reduced from a mass paıty o a cadre pany of Stalinist type, a prccess which has been analysed
elsewhere.56

'o Heinz A. Richter, "Die griechische kommunistische Partei (KKE) |9dA-I947: Von der Massenpartei
zur Kaderpartei", in Dietrich Staritz and Hermann Weber (eds.), Einluitsfronı, Einleiıspartei. Kommunisten
und Sozialfumolcaıen in Osı- und Wesıeııropa 1944-1948 (Köln: Verlag ftir Wissenschaft und Poliıik, 1989),

pp.453468.
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conclusıon

The developments of üe Comintcrn and of the KKE were ı§yınmetrical. When üe fiıst was flowering, the ltter
was scarcely more tharı a sectarian gıoup in Greek poüticai life. The reasons for üis underdevelopment of the
Greek labour moyement were boü exogenoı§ and endogenous.

The external impediment !o ttıe KKE's development was the Comintem poücy itself. By enfocing a
pro-Bulgarian }v1acedonian policy upon üe KKE, it branded the Greek communists as anti-national and
discredited them in the eyes of the Greek electonate. Being stigmatized as traitorous precluded any role for üe
KKE in üe political life of the country.

Among the internal facıors contributing ıo üe delay in developmenı, the major obstacle proved o be
üe predominanıly agrarian character of Greek economic üfe. The second impediment for the KKE was the
specific politicat culuıre of üe country, especiılly is clienteüstic system which prevented üe intrusion of
communist or socialist ideas ino üe lower social straıa The allegiance of üe people ıowards üıe leaders of üe
clienıelistic networks was unshakeable, even through the Asia Minor catastnophe: even the refugees voted for
a cüentelistic party, i.e. for the tiberals of Venizelos. What fınally weakened the hold of üıe bosses significanüy
was üe social shock of tiıe Great Depression.

For the frst ıime üe kkE aEurted an increased number of voter§. Most of these, however, did not vote
communist out of conviction but out of protest. The party's aüraction did not increase, the more so since it
became Stalinist from 193l on. Before this became evident, üe Metaxas dictaorship was esüablished, paralyzing
the raditional poütical cüentelism. The KI(E was decimated, but it sıınrived the persecutions. Paradoxically
enough, it was the Axis occupation of Greece which removed the extemal aııd intemal encumbrarıces for üıe
KKE and brought about üe breakıiırough.
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