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Ald Program For Russla Under Way

Among many victims of the economic collape
of the soviet union and its succe§§or state§ were
quite a few academic projects jointly undertaken
by Durch insütutions and üeir colleagues over
there. ln order to rescue them from uneamed
oblivion üe Dutch Ministry of Educaüon and
Sciences created a mulümillion-dollar fund,
which is administered by its organization for the
advancement of research, known as ı.ılvo. From
this fund a şecial commitree chaired by Jan
Borgınan now grarıted usH f700,000 (S4l5,000)
over two years, rougİıly marching the amount it
had alıeady earmarked in its annual budgets for
the same purpose.

The main beneficiaries will be the various in-
sütutions that succeeded the former communist
Party's lrısütute of Manrism-Leninism (nıı.), üıe
newly created State Archives of the Russian
Federation, and the independent research arıd
document centre Memorial, all in Moscow. in all
cı§es, Nwo adopted trsH's viewpoint that before
any historical research can be done, care should
be taken of üe collections on which it will have
to be based. The bulk of the morıey will be spent
on improving infrastnıctural facilities in üe ar-
chives and libraries mentioned, for the benefit of
scholars from Russia and abroad.

Resurrexit Rjazanov
Only a couple of years ago IML wa§ a 1,00G.
strong bureau of the Central Committee of the
cpsu responsible, among other things, for insert-
ing appropriate quotatiors from üe Manıist clas-
sics into üe speeches of top bureaucrats. Yet it
stiü retained the fabulous collection of books and
manuscripts on the European labour movement
üat had been gathered by David Rjazanov in the
1920s. It had been endowed with üose pre-l954

Party records deemed sufficiently innocuous to
be viewed by sub-Politbureau eyes. And it had
been made the reposiory of the archives of üe
Communist Intemational and the Communist [n-
formation Bureau.

Already milüy suffering trom perestrojlca be-
fore August 199l, afterüe aborted coup IML was
readily dismembered. Its archives were taken
over by the Russian Federation and conferred to
a new enüty scrupulously named Russian Centre
for üe preservaüon and Research of Documens
of Modem History (RcEhIDM), underthe Russian
Committee on Archival Affain (Roskomarchiv).
Its library wa.s suipped of everything useful in
the way of xerox machines or typewriters, and
üen just simply forgotten.

Forgotten, too, was üıe fact that ttıis may be
üe most splendid collection of books and serials
in labour history anywhere. Although often con-
sidered a mere appendix of nı., it had really be-
come a tıeasure in its own worttı ever since Rja-
zanov started to build it as an inseparable part of
his Marx-Engels Insütute, which for many years
had the market virnıally to itself. Today, this
nanıral starting point for every sfudy of [vtı-'s
archives is closed to researchers. For five months
now it is orüy able to pay its staff from money
fumished by usu and ncchnııı.

For almost a year usrı is pleading on behalf of
the library with every authority that might con-
ceivably be competent in üıe matıer. It is slowly
making headway. The library has at least got a
name (Social-Poliücal State Library, or GopB),
and was temporarily placed under the Ministry of
National Properry Management, üus removing
üe danger of its losing its building. Recent talks
with üe Ministry of Culture and Roskomarchiv
opened the perspecüve of the latter taking
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charge. This would bring coıa together again
with ncchpıtı under the same umbrella. Aided
by ıılvo, trsH will now sustain Üe library for a

transiÜonal period of up to two years. This
should enable üe Russians to save Rjazanov's
cıtaüon.

It will also be most useful to üıe continuation
of the Marx-Engels Geswntaıısgüe, a major
publication project started by üe uvrıs of Mos-
cow and East-Berlin at the end of the sixties. [n

the course of 1991 work on this edition came to
an almost complete sandstill. It was saved by üe
Amsterdam-based Intemaüonale Manı-Engels

What ls lt To Us?
Ever şince üıe Communist regimes in Cenral and
Eastern EuroPe 8taİtod to crumble, ıısıı has paid

special atonüon to hg new wodd of archives and
libraries that is emerging in the coııntıies concgmed,
True to tradiüon, it segks o sateguard exisüng collec-
tions and to help building nsw oııos. Yot contrary to

what it was used to, when speedy rgmoval of endan-
gered documentş to Amsterdarn was he onlyway out,

tho lnstituts now faces he even more dtficu|t problem

of assisüng on üıe sPot insüüJtions that are of
immense importance tıc ho fuüJrg si.ıdy of history,
both naüonally arıd intemaüonally.

ln Cenral and Eastem Europe, history, notably
social history, is more oftgn than not §trong|y compro-
mised by tıe anaien rögime. Archives, eomeümes
direc-tly supervised by State S€curity, were likeıf,is€
afİected. This is not helpful when you ar9 tİying to

survive unfavourable poliücal §ends and financial
r€sİaints. For years to come, arctıives and libraries
will get low ma*s on Eınyone's prıority list. At the
precise moment when billions of documon§ have
become available for serious research, üıair keepers
risk having to c|ose shop.

ln hese circumstances llsH concontrates on main-
taining and improving the infrastrucü.ıre tor Üıe snığ ol
history in the countries involved. lt seeks tıı do his by

alerting Westom policy makers to tho stab of historical
collections, and by defining ooncr€to lorms of oo-
operation wiüı independent historians, arçhivists and
librariarıs.

Stiftung, created by usu (wilch holds the major-
ity of üe manuscripts of Karl Manı and Frie-
drich Engels) together with colleagues frcım East
and West. IMEs started funding the Russian
working parties ftom money raised in Holland,
Germany, France, Japan and the People's Repub-
lic of China. Some twenty or so staff arc present-
ly working at RcchIDM and üe Russian lndepen-
dent Instirute for social and National problems

(nı.usıtı), anoüer remnant of nıı. Yet valuable
as IMES has proved to be for the moment, its

financial strengü is limited. With ıırvo's help
trsH can guaraıntee the Russian salaries for a two-
year period.ı

Speak, Memory
Earlier this year usrı held talks with Memorial,
the organization founded by Andrej Sacharov to
document soviet state terroı which was looking
for ways to make a safety copy of some 30,000
files it collected on individual cases of repres-
sion. Under üe terms of a recent agTeement the
Irşdnıte is going to undertake the job, thus
makİng millions of page§ repıe§enüng the social
history of Stalinism available to researchers in
Amsterdam. The r.ıwo grant will buy the necess-
ary equipment to speed things up.'

Before ww II, many of üıose who had fled Bo1-

shevism deposited their papers with the Russian
Foreign Historical Archive (RzIA) in Prague,
which quickly gıew into perhaps the richest
co[ection on Russian and Soviet history out§ide
üıe Soviet Union. Just days after the Red Anrıy
entered Pngue in May 1945 the archives were
seized by Soviet State Security and dubbed a

"giff' to the Academy of Sciences in Moscorv.
The latter never §aw any of them, as they were
stored away in Mo§cow's Central State Archive
of the October Revolution, or cEAoR, whose
nzı guide was declassified orıly at the end of
the l980s. ln üe meanüme, more than seventy
percent of the collecüon was dispersed over at

Least 27 different repositories, some of them in
newly independent countries.

Since 199l cGAoR, now part of the State
Archives of the Russian Fedention, is working
on a five-year project to prepıue a guide to üıe
enüre Prague collection. Tharü§ to Nwo, trsH
will be able to help in opening the archives to
inıemational scholarstıip by providing facilities
for indexing and filming the documents.'

ı Iısıı is already funding RMSNP'§ reseırch team on Micİıail
Bakunin (see p 4) a§ well a§ RcEhIDM's forücomingBıJ/eıiı,
he Yearbook on Social Tlıouglıı and two scholarships in
social history. Togeüer wiü üıe Fondazione Giangiacomo
Feltrinelli (Milan) it is also paying for the indexing of the
cominform records held at ncchnu.
2 TVo members of Meınorial aıe now heading üe Oral Histo-
ry l_aboraory of the Russian Sote University for the Human-
itie§. IISH is financially supporting three of their pğecs.
3 Togeüer wiü Felşinelli ısıı is also funding the pubücation
of tlıe first volume (on 1895) ot a Clıonika raboöego dvile-
nija Rossii l895-I9l7g prepaıed at cGAoR.
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Arch-Libs
The liaison offıce for Russian
libraries provisionally created at

usıı last August (see our issue of
that monü) risks being too much
ofa success. In talks held recently
in Moscow and St Petersburg üe
keepers of a grarıd total of l00m
books all agıeed on üıe usefuhess
of üıe facitiş but iıaıdly on aııy-
thing else. According to some it
should focus on üe needs of the
largest libraries. Oüers sressed
the agonies lived by ıhe smaller
ones. Some thought tiıe offıce
should solely serve librariş, but
several major aıchives informed of
the idea expressed an eager inter-
est, a§ did Roskomaıçhiv. Mean-
time, üıe Dutch-Russian Chamber
of commerce and a few Durch
publishers have offered fınancial
assistance, while plans for win-
ning Dutch archives and libraries
wiüı Russian sisters through üe
offıce are under consideration.
Stay tuned.

old customs
On September 10 the exhibition
"Antisemitism and Nationalism in
Present-Day Russia" went on

show in usıı. It represents gener-

ous samples of related pamphles,
leafles and periodicals held by
Memorial, üıe fornınate owner of
an unfornınately rich collection.
The selecüon was made by Boris
Belenkin and Marirıa Razozenova,
who both şoke at üıe opening.
Michail Gnedovskij signed for üe
presenıaüon. Inter Documentation
Company, the Leiden-based mi-
croform publisher, will reproduce

üe exhibis on microfiche. Instinı-
tions interested in taking üe exhi-
biüon may get in touch wiü Huub
Sanders at IISH.

On September 5 üıe whole event
was put at risk when Mr Belenkin
and Ms Razozenova were detained
at §eremetevo, Moscow's interna-
üonal airporı Border guards on

üe alert for smugglen of cultural
gems informed üıem üey would
have to ask an export permit ftom
Pamjat', tiıe copyright holder of
part of üıe documents. Why üe
auüıoriües in üe end ctıanged
üeiı view remains as obscure as
how they first came by it.

secrets of Failure
Acting on a suggestion made by
Roskomaıçhiv's Deputy Chaimuın,
Vladimir Kozlov, IIsH lıas sched-
uled an eüibition of formerly
secret soviet documents for Spring
1993. These will be provided by
the Russian State Aı§hives, the
cenne for üıe preservation of
Contemporary Documenıation
(cchsD, holding üıe archives of
the cenral committee of the
cPsU) and RcchIDNI. on the Dutch
side usrı is cooperating wiü üe
Municipal Archives of Groningen
as well as üe East-Europeaıı de-
partment§ of üe Univeniües of
Groningen and Amsterdam.

Groningen, which will organize
a second exhibiüon, will conceıı-
trate on Dutch-Ruşsian rslations
over üıe centuries. Amsterdam
will mainly show §oüet poütical
and socio-historical materials. In
addition, ıhe Dutch are planning
two cotloquiums on üe present

and the funıre of üe Russian aı-
chives.

Tour Guides
Invited by [sH's represenıatives
Rudolf Pichoja üıe Chairman of
Roskomarchiv, and his Depury
vladimfu kodov, addressed an
open meeting of üıe Section of
Business and Labour Aıchives
during tlıe Internaıional Congress
on Archives held in Monneal,
September 6-11. Their straighdor-
waıd accourıs of üıe present sinı-
ation of Rıssia's aıchival world
were much acclaimed. The es-
sence of Dr kozlov's text is now

available as a preface to the iırst
paıt of. Archives in Russia ]992: a
Brief Direcıory, a guide to all
major insütutions in Moscow and
st Peter§burg edited by Patricia
Kennedy Grimstedand upüted up
to August 1992. The preliminary
English version may be obıained
ftom International Research & Ex-
changes Board, 126 Alexander St,
Princeton, Nı 08540-7102, usA.

Prague Puzzles
The ıo<u Annual Conference of
the lnternational Association of
Labour Hisory Insütuüons, or
IALHI, w.§ held in hague on Au-
ggst 27-29. Organization was in
the able hands of üıe hague offıce
funded by a consortium of fouı of
its members (see box on next
page). After Bulgaria Czechoslo
vakia and Hungary, Russia became
the foıırü ex-Communist country
to join: RcchDM, the Social-Pol-
itical Sae Library (coıa) and the
Hisorical Public Sıaıe Library
(GpB), all in Moscow, were ac-
cepted as members.

The main opic discussed was
the present state of labouı collec-
üons in Czechoslovakia. The con-
ference visited the Slavonic Li-
brary, whose core consists of the
priceless books and serials that
once belonged o the Russiaıı For-
eign Historical Aıçhive in Prague.
when üıe sovies confiscated üe
archives in 1945, fg some reason
üey neglected all printed matter,

which has since been sıored in üe
cellars and lofs of the klemenü-
num. As the National Library is in
a bad siıape, making üe collecüon
accşsible is one of the priorities
of the Western consortium. An-
oiher one is improvement of ttıe
condiüons of üe übrary of the
former Prague nı-, whose legal
and material status is stırouded in
mystery.

In adüüon, the conference heard
concise reports prepared by Czech
and Slovak specialiss. Boü Sta-
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nishs §isbr, who dirccts archival
studies at Charles University, and
Pavel Seifteı one of whose many
jobs is to edit Historickl Lisry,
presented excellent analyses of the
sitııaüon. The Czechoslovak col_
leagues were asked to submit a
series of projects üat might be
funded from the wesl

Going Public
At üe Prague Conference of rıı.ru
Oleg Naumov, Deputy Direcor of
RcchDM, spoke at some lengü on

ln May the Prague ottice of
the consortium made up of
tho Bibliothğque de Docu-
mentation internationale
(Nanterre), the Fondazione
Giangiacomo Feltrinelli
(Milan), the Ver€in für Ge-
schichte der Arbeiterbewe-
gung (Vienna) and ıısx pub-
lished a first report, Gegen-
wörtiger Stand der Literatur
und Quellen zur Geschbhte
der Arbeiterbewegung und
zur Soialgeschbhte in Bi-
bliotheken, Museen und Ar-
chiven der Tschechoslowa-
kei. This 140-page paper,
writtgn by Ladislas NikltĞek
and stanislas ğisler, and
financed by the Friedrich-
Ebert-Stittung (Bonn), is now
available from lısx at repro-
duction costs.

üe new conditions of openness
that prevail at üe former Cennal
Party Archive. All means of ac-
cess are now in the reading room
for everyone to peruse. All files
üat would routinely be given out
in üe Wesı will be given out at
RcchIDM. The main problems üe
archives are facing, so Dr Nau-
mov, .ıre caused by a still inad-
eqııııte or overcompücated legisla-
tion and a lack of proper equip-
ment. Asked about rumours of
sale or theft of documents he re-
plied they should be considered

just thaı In tiıis he was supported

by nsrı and Felrinelü, which have

ried to verify such claims and
found üem grossly exaggerated-

commies Galore
In 1989, when glasnosr' seemed

on üe road o making inrusions
even inüo üe nook where üe rec-

ords of üe comintern were stğed,
usH decided the ıime had come o
lay the gloıuıdwork for future
studies of international commu-
nism by taking stock of existing
sources and research. An initial
workshop held in Amsterdam in
April 1990 outlined üıe projecı
Thaı same year üe Irsünıte, to-
geüıer wiüı Felrinelli and BDIc,
publistıed üıe iırst volume of a
Bibliography of ılw CommunistIn-
ıerıational (Leiden: EJ. Brill, 400
pp), by üıe late Vilğm Kaharı, an
usıı staff member.

On Ocıober 1-3 üıe resulıs of
the project will be presented at a
colloquium held in üe Institute.
More than fifty paıticipanis from
over thirty countries have contrib-
uted papers on üeir respecÜve
regions and on üıe cenral bodies
of üıe Comintern and is atriliaıe.§.
Discussion will focus on '"The
comintern as an lnternational or-
ganization: tiıe Relationship Be-
tween üe centre and üe National
Sections" and "The Naıional Com-
munist hıIovements". Kyrill Ander-
son, Director of RcctüDM, will
inform on the present staıe of üe
comintern aıçhives in Moscow.
The project is coordinated by Jtir-
gen Rojün.

Bits of Bakunin
At üıe end of the 1950s ıısH began
pubüshing tiıe writings of Michail
Bakunin, the Russian cosmopolitan
revolutionary whose papers zıre to
a laıge extent in the Insdnırc's
strongroom. Edited by Arthur Leh-
ning, 8 volumes ot the Archives

B alcounine appeaıed betwçen 1 96 1

and 1981. The project ran ino dif-
ficultiş and seemed to follow üe
way of all attempts o publish Ba-
kunin's Complete Works, failing
miserably. Yet spurred on by lack
of money for printing üe books
usH is now studying ways to pro.
duce an edition on co-noıı using
opücal character recognition.

Cyrilüc text is not just a techni_
cal problem. Now üu üıe Russian
arçhives have opened up, a serious
effort will be made to have the
Works as Complete as possible.
So usn engaged Nikiıa Kolpinskij
and vladimir Mosolov as full-time
reseaıchers at Moscow's RN§NP.
Together wiüı B.S. Itenberg and
V.A. Tvardovskaja üey will hold
consultaıions wiüı nsıı staff in
Amsterdarrı next month. Jan Lu-
c&§§en is in chaıge.

Semper Manent
Recently rebaptized Centre for üe
heservation of Hisorical-poliücal
Documentation, or cchlpD, üe for-
mer Special Cenral State Archive
is slowly yielding iıs secret§ (see

tH1-2 of ıhis Bulletin). The riches
found by oıır Belgian colleagues
are aptly described in the latest is-
sue of .4ııseı Tijdingen. Oüıer col-
leagues lisıed the German collec-
tions in Der Archivar (|992, #3).

And trsH now tus definite prmf
üat paıt of üıe holdings of is pre-

war Paris subsidiary are in üe
Moscow stacks.

Among various initiaıives to ex-
plore cchıno's holdings trsH is
cuırently cmperating wiü Üe
Hamburger Stifuıng filr Sozial-
geschichte (ıısc), renowned for its
pubücation of American fındings
on the dealings of German com-
panies wiü the Nazi regime. As
rısc is financially in sad sraits -all saff was formally üscharged
in August - IIsH is funding üe
research team it will send to Mos-
cow shortly.
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