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The Cypriot Communist Party and the Comintern'

l. Research Sitııatbn

The sory of üıe first Communist Party of Cyprus (Koııııııouııütiko Koırıma Kyprou: KKK) is still waiting for
its historian. The only accoıınt published so far is a British govenıment paper.ı Ttıe hisorianz of tiıe second
CP of Cyprııs, Progressive Party of üıe Working People (Aıortlıoıiko Koırıtıu ıou Ergazomeıou Luu; AKEL),
used it extensivelt' and almost exclusively as the basic §ource for the early years of the party.
The soıırce situation on üe KKK is indeod desperao. The paıty did not publish any collection of documeııs
except an albuma which contains a few reproductions. An accessible party archive does rıot exisı Tlıe former
proıagoniss have not written any memoiıs. Until very recently theıe was not even a major qııarrel in the pcty
which might have induced some of üıe pıırged comrade§ to wash üe paıty's dirty linnen in pubüc. The AKEL
has for quite some time been promising to publish an ofEcial histoy of üe party, but so far has appareııüy found
no hisıorian able o cope wiü üe problem of presenting a party history which will not be in need of consant
rewrites according !o oscillations of party line. Though in üe early years the Greek Communist Party
(Kommounistiko KomıııaEllafus; KKE) and KKK/AKEL ofterı cooperated and hadclosepersonal liııi§, noteven
the Greek communist documentary collecüons contain noteworüıy informaıion on üe KKK The same is true
of the reminiscences of former Kffi proıagoniss. Apparently the early story of Clçriot communism is
considered an embarrassing affair bener skipped in the family saga

In üe face of üıis predicament, üıe author of this §nıdy can only sıp,ply üe reader wiüı an overview
of the party's hisory containing sporadic pieces of research, point o certain special problems the Cypriot
communis§ have been confronted wiü, and stıow wheıt funıre researchers could do şpade woıt The history
of üıe KKK is raıiıer stıoru ttıe party was founded n 1926. Right from üe beginning it was ke,pt under üıe
tutelage of üe Greek Communist Party, which often obüged üe Clçriot party to steer a disadvanageous course.
In 193l, üıe colonial aııttıcities suppressed üe KKK and forced it undogrounü During üıe §econd World War
üe British lifted ttıe ban and a ııew party, the AKEL, was founded" Right from the strt üıe AKEL's ctıaracter
wa§ very close ıo what we today call democratic a6iıliqm. Within a raüer stıort period the AI(EL abscbed üıe
reınııants of üıe kkk

2. Ecoııomic and Social Coııdiıioıu in a Colonial Society aııd ılu Foııııding of ıhc Communist Parry

If Greece, in British eyes, was considered a kind of protectoıate,5 Cyprrıs since üıe mid-nrenties }va§ a crown
colony. Though boü counuies had been part of üe Otomarı Empire, only Greece iü€rited the specific political

* 
I feel very obüged to the former Secretary General of KKK, Ploutis Servas, who was friendly enough

to gant me an interview and to rcad üe first draft of ıhis paper with a critical eye. Wiüout his help tiıis
paper would have been raüer barren.

ı Colonial Govemment of Clprus, Communism in Cyprııs §icosia, s.d. t1955?]).

2 T. W. Adams, AKEL: Tlıe Comınunist Party of Cyprus (Sanford: Hoover Instinıtion Pıess, 1971).

3 Actually the fint forty pages are scarcely more üan a paraphrase of. Commınism in Cyprııs. See as
well George C. Fidas, "The Evolution of Cypriot Communism", Sıııdiıs in Comparaüye Commııııism, 6;||2
(SprinğSummer 1973), p. 438f.

n AKEL, AKEL,To Komma ıou Ergazomeıou Laou §icosia |976); a shorter English edition which
appeared in the same year has üe title AIGL. Tlıe Party of the Working People.

5 See Heinz Richter, British Inıerventbn in Greece. From Varkiza ıo Civil War, Febrı.ıary 1945 to
August 1946 Ç,ondon: Merlin Press, 1986), p. 91.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



culture wnich is described in üıe paper on üe KKE.6 h Cyprııs, British influerrce since 1878 has gready
overshadowed Otoman heritage. Indeeğ today one might conclııde tiıat the political cultııre in Cyprıs is more
Euıopeaıı üan orienal. On üe oüer hand, howev€r, Cyprus was a colony , a frct which eventually would make
national überation as importaııt for the Cypriot communists as üeir primary struggle for social change.

At üe tum of üıe cennıry, Cyprıs wl§ an agrarian society.? I-ess üıan 207o ot the populaıion [i,,"d in
üe various small towııs, of which Limasrcl was üe most prosperous. There were a few oil mills, cheese i i-ııies,
small plants drying fruit arıd vegetables, and wine and cigareue producing units, but alt this could tıaru"v be
chaıacterized as industry. There weıe npo main frcors which obstnıcted industrial developmenc üıe heavy taı
burden and üe depredaory ctıarrcter of the Cypriot ı§ıııer capiıal.

When üıe Ottoman Empiıe ceded Cyprus to Britain, tiıe Turkistı diplomas appaıently managed ıo inflate
tiıe alleged net t&ı revenııe so that London commited hene|f to an annııal payment of f 93.000. ln reality, üe
average gros§ revenue before üe cessation had scaıcely exceeded f, |3a.000 per annım.Whenlondon took over
the isiand, üe ruü was soon found ouı Consequently, as London did not inrcnd to şend üe British taxpayer's
money for this purpose, üere remained only one solution: squeeze more tax out of üe island ard keep eıpenses
üere lorv. Very soon, an efficient new British ax collecting systcm managed !o collect revenues which amounted
to f 160.000 and f 180.000 annııally. Roughly half of üıis was paid o Tıırkey, and with the ruı üıe Britistı
administraıion was kept running. No wonder üıat investment in the infrastructuıe and the cost for educaıion
remained below 3% of tiı,: gıoss income. The main bıırden of this system was caıried by üe peasarıtry, since
taxes on income or profı .;ere uıılnown.
Due to üe lack of any baııking system, üe peasarıts' rıeed for credit was met by usıırers. Thus, ttıe colonial
administraıion and üe usurer§ became competitors in üıe exploiaüon of tiıe pessantry, making it impossible for
üe laıter o accumulate enough capital to invest in any industrial enterprises before 1914.

The Fint World War, however, changed the sitııaüon. The price incıease fc agıicultııral produc§
induced üe Cypriot peasants o increase ıheir production. This, however, necessitated invesEnent capital which
was suppüed by üe usıırers. By üe end of üe Fint World War, the Cypriot peasanıs were more in debt than
before, and Üıe usurüetrs, who were traders at üe ,ıme time, had absorbed all profits. When the war was ovgr,
prices for agriculnıral products fell again, iııd maıı.,,of tiıe indebted peasaıı§ lost their properties !o üe usıırers.

The dispossessed pea§arııs moved to üe owru arıd o the mines to find work. Mining had started in
1914, when copper pyrite was discovere4 and foreign companies (Carıadian and American) invested in the
island. The mining comparıies foıınd ideal conditions in Cpnıs. The Britistı adminisratiorı graııted üem exüiaer-
riorid rights, so üat üıey had a ftee hard O exploit üıeir workgs at raııdom. As üerç were ınany more wcters
than jobs, the entrepreneıırs in üe owns and the mines exploited üem pitilessly. Though in the meaııtime, Great
Brinin had annexed CyTnıs and made it a croın i, colony, üıe ıax bıırden was not reduced, ıhaı is, üe indirect
ta(es were noL 63?o of Üıe island's ıEvenue came from indirect and only 12% fuoırr direct taxatiorı, i. e. the rich
were alrnost taxfree. The mining compaıı,ies'profi§ weı€ enonnous: in 192 ıhe Amiaııtos wd40,* dividend"

Dııring those early years a few inollectıals,ap,pareııüy iııfluenced by Ctıristian socialthiıüing, published
a journal alled Nazorabs which, bowev€r, did not gain any importance. Smn aft€r the Russien ıpvolution, news
about ıhis wenı round ıhe island" Thus in 1919, the fırsı signs of qposition by üıe worting class against üıis
exploitative §y§tem became visible: üe consruction wo,rkers of Limaısol founded a first union Cigareue makers
and tobacco workers followed a üttle laıer. In 1920 üe shoemakers organized. A parallel process was initiated
in the counryside by üe foundation of a coop-movement which ried o free üe peasuıs from the claws of the
usıırers. The main center of the early union movement becane Limassol. [nd€€d, for many years this town on
the south coast wa!ı not only üe most importaııt haıbor of Cyprııs but üe most progıessive township of üe
island. It was here that üe fırst socialist ideas found their way into Clprus, and that the first moves o organize
üe communist parry of Cyprus took place.

But be§ides these şecial economic conditions of an exploited colony, üıe sinıation in Cyprus dufcred
radically from üe ciıcumsıaııces in Greece in aııoüer respect. Whereas üe Greek party was confronted ,viü a
relaüvely homogenous ethnic popıılaüon except for the slavophone and moslem minorities in Norüenı Greece,

o See ...

,)

7 In the following I fotlow mainly Nearchos loannou, Die A(ç}aımulation des Kapilals aı$ Zypern, Eine
historisch-ökonomisclu Stııdie über dcn ProzeP der sogeııaıınten "ursprüngliclıcn" Kapiıalal&ııruılation
wöhrend der Kolonialzeit und der kıpiıalistisclıen Kapitalak*umulation in der Periode zwischen 1950 ıoıd
1987 Grankfurt, Bem, New York Peter Lang, 1989).
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in Cyprus üert were a Greek majoriry and a strong Turkistı minority, as well as small Armenian and }viuonite
gf,oups.

Since Greek independence, üıe Cypriot boıırgeois establishmenı, under üe leadersiıip of the Orüodox
Chıuch, had propagaıed uniorı (ezosıs) with Greece. Though in sciıools, the teacbers taııgbt Grcok history out
of books printed in Greece, and thıs promoted üıe case of union wiü Greece, the early worters' moyeınerıt wa§

faı more interested in improving everyday üfe üıan in dıeaming of eııosis. But very soon after üe foundalion
of the paıty, üıe Cypriot left was confronted with the ethnic problem.

The Cypriot Communists wanted eııosu !oo, in principle, but üeıe were the minorities whose rights had

to be taken into consideration as well. Thus, üe KKK was obliged !o steer a cautious course on üis question.

It could propagate an anti-colonial struggle, but could not come out wiüı üıe eııosıs slogan, becaıısc this woııld
repel üe Tıırkish Cypriots. In face of üis dilemm4 ıhe KKK Game out with an ambiguoıs autorıomy slogan
which could imply eııosis but also the creation of an independeııt state. With ıhi§ slogan it could hoıpe o become
üe vanguard of the anti_colonial stnıggle and not offend üe feelinş of the Cypriot minorities" liad the KKK
been left alone on this coıırse, it might have succeedeü but thert were foıces (KKE, CominErn) which at times
obüged üe KKK to tako a cleartr sıand" landing the party in a mqior imbrcglio. oııly dııring the Second Woıld
War, when thase fceign factors lost üıeir iniluence, could üe Cypriot communiss develop an idontity of their
owıı.

Ttıe so4f of Cypriot communism began in the ecly l920s in Liınas§ol. There was a bok stor€ called
I Ellas (Greece) where books from Greece could be foımd. It was üıere that a fe,ıv young idealisic inollectııals
(about ten) foıuıd üe fiıst news about üıe Ocober Revolution and began !o snıdy lvianisrı/Iıııinisrı to find
an§w€rs to the social pıoblems of üis British colorıy. Among ıheın were a yoııng retail clerlq Iıonidas Saingos,
and a barü employee, Christodoulos Chri§todoüdis. Both soon left Cypnıs for Moscow to be traired üıere and
became members of the KKE, wheıe üıeir car€enı led them ino üe Poütbıııeau of üıe KI(E in the l940s.9
Another member of the gıoup who later became farıoıs was Aimilios Chourmoıızios from Limassol He left
Cyprııs to stııdy law in Athens, but soon took up joumalisrı.ıo Thi§ gıoııp published a small ıEwspaper, ğrsos
(Torch). In it, üey aitıEked the colonial government aııd accued the British as resporısible for üe calamity of
üe Cypriot people.

lı |Y23 a few Clryriot wotrkers, inspiıd by üe revolution in the Soviet Union, famed üıe first tiny
communist cirçles. A real group formed aıoıııd the physician Dr. N. Giavopoulos and his son-in-law Dr. Vasos
Vassiliou (üe faıtıer of üe present Pıesident of Cy?rı§) in Limassol |ı |E24. Dıring his snıdies at Attıeııs Uni-
versity from 1919 to |9U, Giavopoulos had becorne a member of tiıe Kffi. When he renırred to his natiııe
Limassol, he establisiıed a kboıners' Club, which quic,tly became a cent€r for the more class*onscioıs woıters.
Soon üis club also ağııEt€d members of peamnt unios &om the aıea, which had been set ııp by peasans who
had been dispossessed of their land by üe usıııprs. The gıoup publistıed a fcuıightly Neos Antlvopos (New Man)
which declaıed itself üe organ of üe communist party of Cyprııs. Dr. Giavopoıılo§ kcpı in touch with üıe KKE
and Moscow.

In July 1925 ıhe colonial aıthorities daort€d Dr. Giavopoulos o Grçece becıııse he was "tiııtaıening
the island's 1ıeace". The doctor was laıer expelled from the party and became a non-penıoıLıı His place in üe
Limassol group was taken ovg fırst by Kostas Chrisıodoulidis (Skeleas) and then by üıe }üoscow-(KUTVı)-
trained Charalambos Vatrliotis (Vatis) after his ı€&ırn ıJo Cyprus.

' In describing üe development of the Cypriot party l mainly follow Communism in Cyprııs.

9 Christodoulos Christodoulidis became known under his party pseudonym Alexis.

ı0 tn 1945 Chourmouzios became edior of üıe Athens conservaüve daily Kathimenni.In the 1950s he
won some fame as an auüor.

11 He is not included in the album published by AKEL in 1984. AKEL, AKEL. Ttw Pwty of ttw Working
CJass §icosia 198a).

ı2 Communist University of the Workers of üe East (Koııııruınisıictuskij Universitet Tnğashclıaya
Vosıokai KUTV; L92l -|952). At ttıe end of the 1920s Cypriot commuııists were sent to üe Communist
University of the Workers of üe Wesı Apparenüy üe Soviets considered üe Cypriot Communists more
Euıopean than üıeir Greek counterpars who continued to be sent to the KUTV.
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ln Augusı 1926, ıwenry Cyprioı Communiss (atl Greek Cyprios) held üeir founding congıess in
Limassol. The new parry called iıself Communist Party of Cypnıs (Koırııııounistiko Koırıma Kyproui KKK).
Kosıas Skeleas was elected Secretary General of üıe KKK. According to its chart€r, the KKK stuggled for three
aims: ıhe organisaüon of unions ıımong workers and peasans, independence from Britain, and development of
solidarity between the various ethnic groups in Cyprus.ı'

3. On ıhe Horns of a Dilemıııa: Auıonomy or Enosis

This ambitioı§ progrıım obtiged üe party ıo fight on various frons. [n comparison with üe second and thiıd,
the first aim was a relaıively simple ıask. In üıe ensuing ttıree years, the KKK succeeded in organizing uniorıs
and snikes. In 1927 a strike of üousaııd asbesos miıprs ended successfully: their working hoıırs were reduced
from ten to nine hours per day. In 1929 six üıousarıd miners went on strike. The Briti§h mining company
invoked üe help of the colonial auüorities, who crustıed üıe stri&e by force. Though many worters were fiıed
and ttıeir communist lea&n jailed or exile4 this srike snengthened the KKK. It had proven itself a political
factor to be taken seriously.

The oüer two aims hought üe KKK inlo conflict wiü üe Church and üe naıionalist leaders who were
dreaming of. eııosis. The congress had stated: "In üıe present phase of the poliücal siuıation in Cyprııs, the right
practical arıd acdcal line for üıe KKK is the united anti-British front for obtaining self_govemment and self_
determination."ıa In oüıer words, üe KKK was following a pqulr-frıonçftoııı-below{ourse by propagating
üe fight for autonomy, but it did not define üe ultimate meaning of autornmy. It is not fully clear whetiıer it
waıı at üis time, or later in 1928, that üe Comintern-slogan for üe intcgration of an aulonomous Cyprııs ino
the Socialist Batkan Federaüon was taken over by üe KKK.ı5 However üis may have been, üe Cypriot
communist leadership appaıently urıdentood thı üıe prqagation of this slogan in pubüc would have simitar
disastrous consequences for üıe KKK as üe slogan fg Macedonian auıonomy h8d had for üe KKE.It therefae
did not launch üe slogan, but, in Jaııuary |9Z7, came out with a cautiously worded anti-colonial pıogram: "Not
until we obtain our freedom and cease to be üe slaves of British imperialism shall we be able to bıeathe
economically. All parties hat recognize the rped for saving Cyprııs from üıe foreign yoke as tirc fırst coııdiüon
for economic and nauonal r€sloration should diıect their erıdeavors in that diıeçtion. Buı, in order that sırch
endeavors siıould bear frııiı, üıey should be united" All ıhe anü-Bıitistı elemen§, ş,heüer üey be owııspeoıple
or of üıe proletariat, wheüıer üey be Gıp€ks or Tuıts, and wheüer üoy want Groece or autonomy, mıısı co-
operate in üe struggle against forcign rule. All views meet on this poinr The Communist Prty, which was the
firsı to suggest üıe idea of a united front, calls everybody to battle againsı British Imperialism u üis critical
moment, when üe British tiııeaı looms as a daıt cloud over üıe Cprian horizon. [...] The united anti-British
ftont must be our aıuıwer o the British ıhı€at This ftğıt must include all Cypion, all classes and all parties
which, for one reı§on or anoüer, do not want Briti§h rule."ı6

Obviously, ıiıe KKK tried to include Greek, Tıırkish, Armeniaıı and }v{aıoııite CYprias alike in tİıe

struggle for self-determination, ıhus making a.ı effort to oyercome thc incipient eünic spüt of üıe island- This
precluded, of coıırse, the solutio aimed aı by üe Chıırch aııd üıe Gıoek nationalistsz eıoşis. Thougİı dııring thi§
period üe KKK never took a stand against enosis in public, it was clear that union ıyiüı Greece was not its
couİse.

ıl A brief account of the founding congess may be found in "To idıytiko Synedıio tou KKK-AKEL",
Neos Dimokraris,74 (July/August 1983), p. 57f.

ı4 Andreas Fantis, "To KKK - AKEL Symaioforos son Antiimperialistiko Agona" , Neos Diıııokıatis,9|
(198Q, p. 14.

ı5 Ploutis Servas, "Kypriaki Aristera", Anti,40 (1l January 1975), p.26; Ploutis Servas, Kypriako.
Efıhines (2nd edition, Athens: Grammi, 1985), p. 116.

'6 Neos Anılvopos,8 January 1927 quoted ın Communism in Cyprıu, p. 4.
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1. Uüer tlıe Tuıelage of ıhe KKE

In l92E, when üıe British celebrated üe 50üı anniversary of üeir rule over Cyprııs, the KKK published a
manifest,o which biuerly aıtacked üe colonial administration and ended: uForwaıd üen to a ınited uıti-British
fronl onward ş,ith the stnıggle against the occıpiers aııd the struggle for auonomy.'ı? ln üe sane yeu, ıhe
Comintern appaıenüy €sıabtished is first contacts wiüı üe KKIÇ but at the same time direct€d üıe Cypriot prty
to report iıs activiües ıo ıhe KKE. Obviously, üıe Cominterıı coıısiderpd üe KKK a section of the KKE. To şıhaı
degree this subordination went and in which form conr,ol was eıercised at üat time is urıclear. Tlıeıe is noı üe
slightest documentary clue as to how üıe internal qııarrels in üe KKE dıuing this peıiod iniluenced ıhe KKK's
coıııse. But from event§ in üe eruuing two yeanı it may be corpluded ttıat the Kffi was pobably aııthcized
to give diıectives o the KKK Whatever the details, the KKK-KIG connecüon lirüed üıe Cpriot party to the
politicat line foüowed by the Greek party. Thus, ıhe KKK became aıı object of the political game played in
Athens, arıd üe KKE players did not pay mırch attention to ıtıe şecific interests of üeir Cypioı couıterpart as
long as it served their aims.

In |929 Prime Minister Venizelos enacted the idioııyıto law, which ttııeatened agiaors ıgainst üe
existing social order wiıh imprisonmenl Venizelos's anti-communist mealıııı€ triggered a mechanism which
became a consistent fcanıre of the poücy of the Clryrioı communisıs: the KKK's int€ıEst in eııoşis coobd
coısiderably, §ince eıosis ş,ould have broughı üe anti-communist ıepression to C}Trıı§ as well. Ttis ıerction
became a coı§tant in the KKF/AKEL poücy from therı qı. Whenever anti-commıuıism was gedominaııt in
Greece, üe Clçriot communists' interest ın eııois dwindl€d Neverüıeless, fc the time being the KKK did not
come out openly against eııosis.

The developeııts of the following two yeanı are raüer obscure, and üere is an almosı otal lack of
sources. Siııce 199, when Venizelos had created uouble for the KKE by enacting the idionyııo larv, the
communists had been lmking for revenge. |n L929 Venizelos had received hints from Iaboıır politiciaııs that
if üıey won üe elections, eııosıs would not be excluded. Verıizelos üıereııpon advised üıe Cyprios o refrain
from provocations. But üıe Greek consul in Nicosia Aleıis Kyroıı, disobeyed his instnrcüoru and ftırttıercd the
Cypriot eıoıs movemenL Thus üe imp,cssion was apparently ğeated in Aüeııs that Venizelos was actively pro-
moting eııosis. This caused ıhe KI(E ıo instruct üe KKK to follorv aıı opposite coıınıe. They advised üe KKK
o start a propaganü campaign aginst üe Chıııch and the Cypriot capitaliso (middle+lass tıaders, ıısıırerı), who
under üe leadersiıip of the Chıır,ch propagaıcd eıır.sis., üıe C}ariot nıtioııalisı lead€r§ were only aiming u
replacing üe British c4iulists so üıaı üıey could exploü the workers. Cypiot commııniss should woıt for üıe
liberation of üıe island from imperialism and for the establistımenı of a free Soviet Dunocracy of workers and
peasants in Clprus.ıı

To what extent these instnrctions were obeyed and prıoıpagated by üıe KKK tıas not been researched-
However, ensuing deıcbpmuıts sııgge§t thaı üıe KKK r€act€d reserııedly. Indeed, in Ocıob€r 1931, the KKK
followed an o,positc course: the KKK, after some initial hesitation, joined üe l93l anti-British pıuczosu-rios,
which had besn launcbd by the Chıırch aıd the nationalists on 20 October 193l. Obvioısly, üıe KKK did not
want to leave the anti-colonial struggle o üıe nationalists and the Chıııch.

Vatiliotis was arrested in Nicosia on 25 October, when he was deliveriııg a pro.eıosıs speech; Skeleas
was anested a day laıer in Limassol with pamphle§ demanding autonomy. Obviouly, the KKK leaders had their
own thoughs about thc right coıırse. The colorıial auüorities daorted üıe two KKK leaders ı,o Britairt

5. Cominıern Inıemenıion and lllegality

This unauüıorized move brought about aıı intervention by üe Comintern. At the beginning of üe year 193l üıe
lltiı Plenum of the Executive Commiııee of üe Comintem had accepted üıe KKK as a membeı. It is not clear
if the KKK's subordinaıion to üe KKE was abrogated at üat point, but later developmens suggest üıat üis was

ı7 AKEL, AKEL. To Komma ıou Ergazomenou Lou (Nicosia, 1976), p.61; according to Internationale
Presse-Korrespoıüenz the manifeso appealed üo the wgkers and peasarıs to boycott üe fesüvities, to rise
against üe imperialist oppressors and a5*.iıst üıe local berayers of üeir classes and o fıght for a worters'
and peasants'govemmenL Inprekorr, Nr.93 (1928),p. L736.
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noi the case. Wheüer üe Comintern ınrcrvenuon after üe Ocober events took place in connection wiıh its inter-
venıion during üe 4üı Plenum of the KKE in December l93l, or whether üere was a parallel intervention in
Cyprıs, is uninown.ı9 Ttıe facı is that from then on üe KKK was placed under the sııpervisio of üe
Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB), and on 17 December |93L, Inprekoız pubüshed thc following
sıııEment by Vatiliotis and §keleas in Loıdon: "The Communist Party will sruggle for üe fulfillment of üıe
immediaıe economic demands of the woıkers and peasans, for the expo§ııı€ of üe berayal of the 'National_
Unionist' leaders and their coıınter-revoluüoııary slogan teııosis|, for üe united ftont against imperialism of the
toiling Turks and Greeks, for üe Free Workers' and PeasarıB' Soviet Repubtic of Cyprus."P In oüer woıds,
tiıe Cominıern and üe CPGB woe forcing a counıe upon üe KKK, that wa§ so contrary !o C}Triot public
opinion, üaı it would hara been ruinous for the party, had it been made püüc. Fortunately fq üe KKK, how_
ever, the British supgessed üe party arıd üıus spared it from selfdestrucüon.

After üıe disnırbances, the colonial auüorities inuoduced ıcp,ressive measures on the islaırd- Tradc
unions and associatiors of any kind were prohibited The KKK, as well as seven front organizatioıı!ı, were
proscribed in August 1933. For üe nexı ten yeanı Clçriot communiss had o work undoground. Dııring üe erı-
suing months, twenty-eight leading communists were brought to coıııt on chrges of seditioıs conşiracy and
sentenced to terms of up o foıır years imprisonmenr Vatis and Skeleas ıvere exiled. oııly a handful of tiıose
who had gorrc undergıound ıemained &ıee. iviany left Cypııs aııd took refuge in London After üe outheak of
the Sparıish Civil War, sixty of them joined the tnternaıional Brigades and fought in the ranis of the British
Baralion. Among üıem was the laıer Secretry General of the AKEL, Ezekias Papaioaıınou Foıntecn Cypriot
communis§ paid for their participation wiü ttpir liııes.

In 1935, üe KKK, which at that time counted less üarı sixty members, game uıder the eııergeüc
leadership of Ploutis Serrras. Senıas was born in Limassol Dııring his grammar schml üys he came into contact
wiüı communist ideas, and in |9A, al the age of 16, he orgaııized üe first commımist pupils' gıoııp of Clçrııs
at üıe Limassol gıammar school He took paıt in üe fint party congress as one of the reprıeseniıtives of üe
party's youıh movemeııL ın L928he was arnong üıe leading figııres of üe party. A year later, he went !o Greece
and from there to Moscow. Benveeıı l93l and 1934 he was edior of a Gıeek newspaper in Maıioupolis (Mari-
upol; after 1948 Shdaııov) in the Ulcaine. tn 1934 he retunıed o Greece to do illegal woıt in lbkkinia in
Athens. In Sçtember 1935, üıe right-wing Greek governmerıt deport€d him o Cıprııs. The colonial aııüaities
allowed him to roturn, deşite üe fact that under the l93l Defeııse Regulıations he had been banned from
Cyprııs. They made him sierı an undertaking üıat from thsn on he would refrain from corrımımist and politbal
propagaııda and rcıivities. Senas sigıed and ıvent to worlıa

In 1936, the colonial govemmuıt of Clprus reduced the reprusion and allowed üe fcmation of unions.
The KKK General Secretary Servas used üıis chance aııd ordered his comrades to organize crylıtocommıınist
unions. He instructed üıem o Leep a low political pofile, but mate every effort o pıOmote ıhe union movemenl
Up to üe beginning of üe Second World War, he managed to organize almost fon thoıısaııd wortcrs in vrioııs
unions. In August 1939, the unions held üıeir first Pan€ypiot Union Coıgress.zIn 1940 üe unioıu unitcd
in üe Pan-Cypriot Tiades Union Commiuee (PaırLlpia Syuectniaki Bpitopil PSE). Dııring üe same period
üe Cypriot communistsalso maııaged ro bultd w pea§ant org;anization in üıe villages.

In şite of üe p,rogıession of üe ıınion movcmenq üıe prty ıeınained an oııılıııved sectdan 8Foup. In
June 1937, üıe colonial auüorities got hold of ıhe first issııe of a clandestine bulletin of üe KKK, containing
informaıion about efforts ıo revive üıe prty. In 1938 üe CPGB claimed ttıaı the KKK had b€on reoganized and
was being given every assisunce. Laıer in the same year, Servas was prosecutod arıd conviçted for having in
his possession a printing machiııe wiıhout an official permiı Shortly beforç the w&, üe KKK counted sixty
members. Servas understmd that üe KKK could not be revialized. The Briti§ı would not allow ils leg;alizatiorı.

ı9 Inprekorr which conains substanüal information about üe KI(E is rather silent about üıe KKIC

r Inprekorr, Nr. 118 @ecember |93|),p.27L2.

2ı This undertaking should not be confused with üe diloseis which Greek communis§ were forced !o
sign under üe Metaxas dictatorship, whereby they had !o denounce communism. Senıas at fırst refused O
sign, but when he was kept aboard üe ship, sailing on for twenty days, he conıacted üe KKK. It was under

üe explicit advice of üe Cenral Committee ıhat he signed üe undertaking.

2 "Diakiryxi tis K.E. gia ta 60 Chronia ou KKK-AKEL", Neos Diıııokıatis,9l (1986), p. 6f.
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Since 1931 its image had been bad, and it became even worse in 1939 and 194d, when it was evidenı üat the
KKK were slavishly following the swaying Comınıern course.

6. Towards Democraıic Socialism: tlıe Founding oİ ıhe AKEL

When the Second World War begarı, üe Britistı repression relaxed" The colonial auüoriıies anrpunced municipal
elecüons for the year 1943, which impüciğ meaııt that poütical parties would be recognized" The message was
understood immediately among the various poütical group§. ln a conversation between Servas and Georgios
Vasiliadis, a lawyer who was close o ıhe Chıııciı/Ethnaıchy, üıe lauer came up wiü üe id€a to crcarc a new
party. It was cleaı that such a party could not fıght fo the independence of Cprııs or for eııosıs, but it could
contend for üıe impovement of üıe life of üe people of üe island.

This disclosııre caused §ervas to acl Since his appointment as §ecretary General of the KKK in 1935,
it tıad been his task to fight for the legalization of the Communist Paıty, aıı assignment which under üıe
prevailing condiüons was simply illusioııary. Even after üe British aruıoııncement, iı was füly clea that üe
colonial authorities would not accept parties which followed a coıınıo contruıry !o Briüsh aims, let alorıe a
commuııist party. Serı4a§ was convinced üıat üe vuy idea of legalizing üıe KKK had o be dıryped He
appreciaıed Vasiliadis's proposal aııd meıged it with his own corr€pıs.

For some time he had endorşd üe opinion thaı only a new partyı wiü a brrd ba§is yet secreüy under
communisı control, coııld possibly play a leading role in üe funıre and competc with üıe ChıırctııEthııaıchy in
the anti*olonial struggle. It is not known when servas had presented hi§ id€a§ o the cc of lhe kkk, but as
he had previously assıııed himself of üe support of the KKE and CPC}B, he succeeded in extrrcting a CC-re-
solution o found a ııew paıty.

This, however, povoked üe hardliners in üe KICÇ who tıad been watching Sewas' union policy with
misgivings. They now sıspected Servas of right-wing deviaıionism and were dğermined to k€€p conğol over
üe new pany from ttıe beginning. The more überal-minded wing of üe KKK which mcüy consisted of intel-
lecaıals, appreciaıed Serıras'§ ideas and warıted to prevent üe Lnown hard-cge meınbers from participating in
the laurrhing congress at all. Serya§ was an intellecnıal himself and §tuıed their views. Idowever, hc knew ttıe
stuıgıh of the orthodoı wing, anğ not wanting o pıovoke üıeir ıoal oposition, d€cid€d to includc some of
the hardliners.

oıı April 14, l94l, wiüı üıe pamission of the colonial authoritia§, he calld a meeting in the village
of §karinou Servas had invitod lawyeıs, docton, aııd oüer prestigious persoııaliües who hal snıdid abıoad. Of
üe üıirty-six persons pıe.seııt, twenty_two were communists of eiüer trend. Tlıe rest weıe pıogıessive intellecnıals
and even former naüorıalist§. Among them werç Georgios Vassi|iadis, 7gıon Rossidis aııd Iıfios Zçnoı\ who
would later hold eminent government po$s.29 After üe discussioıs, the participaıı§ raıiiicd üe charıer
(Memoraııdum of Associıtion) of the new party (AIGL) and elected a Pan€lçriot Organizing Coımittee as
well as local comminees for üe bigges owns. Iı was docidğd thaı the principles governing the new paıty would
be published lat€r. It was ıegıetıed that m Tuıtish Cyprioı had been able o anend üıe meeting and ıbaı cıty
a small number of peasans had partlciparca The assembly decidcd that ttrc AKEL as a party shoııld not ıalre
part in the next municipal elecüoııs. Fiııally, it was stated that ıhe AKEL had a demaratic, anü-fascist and anü-
hitterite character, and thaı iı was in full accod wiü üe ongoing stmggle againsı violence and dospotism.z
By clever manoeuvering Servas succeeded in having only carıdidates of his lfting elected o üıe varioıs
commitıees. This, of course, innıriated the KKK vet€ru§. The Cyprioı ri$çwing press ıeacted againsı üe neş,
political force ridicule and denoııncements. This indııced the more cautioııs boıırgeois intellecuıals o witMraw
from üe AKEL.

After Hiıler's atiack on üıe §oviet union and üe establishment of aıı alliınce between Great Britain and
the USSR, §ervas decid€d o exploit üe new sitııation. On Ocober 5, 1941, - again with üe permissioıı of üe
colonial auttıorities - the AKEL held is first congress in Limassol. Apparently üe congress adopted the sanıtes
and ıhe progam. In the program it was sated that üıe AKEL believed in democratic centrali§n, party discipline

a Vasiliadis became Chief Justice of the Cyprus High Courq Zenon served as a judge; and Rossidis was
Cypriot ambassador to Washingon.

z AKEL, AKEL,p.48.
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and unity, and derc.srcd factionalism and ftacdonalism.I In oüer wcds, üe AKEL became üe secomi Leninist
party of Cyprus. §ervas was once again elected General Secıeıary.

Thts installed, he went to work. Years lateç after he had been ousted from the AKEL, the criticism of
üe new orüodox leaders was devasuting. They claimed thaı he had shown respect for neiüer Politbureau
resoluıions, Cenral Commiüee, nor congresses. He allowed üe emergence of frcüons and had even formed a
faction for himself. The anti-Servas faction sateĞ "Instead of educating üe members properly by example, for
an entiıe p€riod he has proved to be the demon of tİıe party: undiscipline.d, and an underminer of the unity of
the party." Finally üey deııounced Servas for having intodwed the so-called democraüc revolution into the
pany, i.e. üıe rebeilion of the rank and fıle agairut üe leadership.E Servas had obvıously pracüced a &mocratic
style of leadership which was alieıı to üıe veterarıs. tt is unclear, however, which resolutions Servas did not obey,
most probably those of the still existing KKK-stucnıres.

The strengü of Servas's position in üe AKEL bcame evident dııring üe second AKEL congress in
1942, when he w:s able o müe enosıı one of the aims of the party. Shorüy after ttıe foundation of üe AKEL,
üe hard+ore members had tried to bring the paıty under their conml by a Poütbıııeau resoluüon ordering üe
removal of üe party's headquarten from Limassol o Nicosia, where the KKK had its seaı Their effots had
üttle effect, however.

In 1943 he violated one of ıhe resolutions of the founding congress, by deciding thaı the AKEL shoııld
participaıe in üe municipal elections. Folloııring his lead, üe party put ııp carıdidate§ı everywhere, aıd he allowed
himself to be nominaıed as caııdidate for üıe mayor's seaı of Limassol. Serr.as was electe( as was the AKEL
candidate in Famagıısta Irı oüıer towtıs, the AKEL missed election victo,ries by a narıow mrgin Serııas's
enemies in the KKK and üıe AKEL fumed.

Lat€r in 1943 he propelled ıhe AKEL even furüıer ino national affairs. Before üe ltaliaıı attack on
Gre€ce, üe KKK had made prçaganda against üıe recrııirnenı of Cyprios ino üe British foıces.? When ttıe
Greek army fought sırccassftılly against üe invaders, however, üe Clçriot public reactcd enüusiasücally, and
üousarıds enlisted in üe British army. Siı üoıısand Cyprios are said !o have fought in üe Britisiı expediüonary
force ıo Greece, and ıhe KKK had no part in iı

For a variety of tpasons, Servas regıeıted üıe absrcnüon of the party. Fint of all, he believed it o be
üe duty of ıhe AKEL o participate in the stuggle against Fasci§m. Secondly, he sought o ingıatiarc the AKEL
with üe British. If the Cypios participıed in üe war, Britain wouldbe obliged o ınake concessions afterwrds.
Third, enlistmeııt in üe rrrıy might free him of some of his oppoıen§. Foıırtiı, üe enlisted AKEL membsrs
might indocriııarc ıheir futııe comrades 8ııi win them for the party's caııse. Flftiı, it was intended as a kind of
antidote against Aıis pıopaguıda, which ııras prqagating eıosis. Thu§, on 16 Juııe 1943, üe C€ııtral Conımicee
of the AKEL published a ıpsoluüon which asked its members !o volunteer for üe Briüsh arırıy, to strerıgthen
the sruggle for üe übcration of Gıpece, for üe überation of oüıer couııtrics, and for the national, political and
social future of üe islınd" Ind€ed, eleveıı of the seventeen members of the central commirca and seven hundıçd
of üe raıık and file of üe AKEL volımteeıed.

Dııring üe same perid, the AKEL considerably increased is iniluerpe on the worters. By 1943, the
PSE conrolled unions wiü a oal membership of 13,000. ln üe same year, Aııdıeas Zianidis was electei
General Secrctary of the P§E, and tho AIGL vacd him onto iüı Ceııral Commiücc, making the wcllorganized
unions the basis of üe AKEL. The AKEL did not stop herc, but organized tirc peasaııts (Union of Cypriot
Farmers, Enosi Agroton Kyprou; EAK) as well" and even managed ıo aEract shopkeepers and oüıer middle+lass
Cyprios. Cultııral and şorts organizations completed üe pictuıe.

The successful &velopııeııı of the resisancc movement in Grpece seemed o corıobgate Senas's
course. By |944, he considered his positiorı stnong enough o reshuffle the Central Commioee. He appointed
more moderates and ousted some of tiıe hardlinen. Thereupon he proposed the dissoluüon of üıe KKIL This slep
brought tiıe old guaıd !o ttıe brink of rage. Grinding their teeü, üe KKK veteran§ had no choics but o accept
üe compomise offered by Servas: üe admiuarıce of some of üe KKK€enral Commiuee members o üe
Cenıral Committee of the AKEL and üe merging of the şvo parties. Ttıus in the aıınımn of |944, üe AKEL
could come to üe fore as the communist party of Cyprus.

6 Andreas Fantis, "I Pali tou AKEL gia tin Epikıaıisi kai ton Sevasmo torı Organotikon Archon lou
Kommatos Neou Typou", Neos Diıııokraıis,80 (July/Aueııst 1984), p. 8f.
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7. Towards a Mass Party

The resolution to dissolve üıe KKK and integrate i§ members ino the AKEL proved o be the right deci§on.
It foeed üe new party from üe bonds of orüodoxy within and outside the prty. The development was precisely
the opposite of what took place in Greece. There, üe KI(E was outlawed n L947, and after üe KKE had lost
the Civil War in 1949, its leaders fled ıo eastem Eıırope. When it became clear thaı üıe KKE would not be
readmitted o political life for nüıny years, it was decided in 195 1 to set up ıhe United Democratic I-efl (Eıoıneıi
Dimolaatiki Arisıerai EDA), in imitation of the Cypriot§. However, unlike Servas, ıhe EDA leaderstıip never
marıaged to fre€ itself from tiıe grıp of ıhe communist leadenhip. The members of üıe KKE joined the EDA,
but never üd give up üeir loyalty to üe exiled Kl(E leaders. The lauer soon lost oırch wiü the post Civil War
sitııation ın Greece. Thus üe EDA leaders, who were obtiged o listen to orders from üroad could never steer
a course of their owıı, one which corresponded to Greek reality. The long-sunding EDA-leader Ilias Iliou could
be heard complaining üat üe non§talinisıs wiüin üıe EDA had never had üe clarity of mind of the Cypriots,
who had absorbed üe commuııi§t party.

Indeed, under ıhe successful leaĞnhip of Ploutis Servas, the AKEL tıad, thıough üe unions, developed
a m.§s basis previously unknown to üe KKIL Deşite üp-service to Leninist principles the AKEL was in reatiry
steering a reformist coıırse. It was developing rapidly ino a popular democratic socialist party. It can be said
üat üe AKEL, freed from the influence of the Comintern, undenyent a development similar o üaı of üe KKE
in Greece during the occupation.

During the war years, the hard-liners had been made o yield. But üey did not forgel When üıe Cold
War broke out, üey took revenge. Servas was pıırged and the mandatory process of bolshevization which had
been intemıpıed in üe eaıly 1930s was carried üırough. The AKEL was led back o üe path of ortiıodoxy and
thereby came again for many years under üe control of forces outside of Cypnıs.
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