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The Communist Youth International, 1919-1943'

What came o be called 'commımisn" emerged as a broad poütical movement after üe Bolstıevü rcvolution
and the end of Wcld War I. It maııifested itself instioıtimally in the Communist Internıtiorıal (CI) and its
aııxiliary cganizations. The fırst, aııd one of the mosı importaııt, of these was üe Communist Youth Intemaüoııal
(cyt), foıınded in Berlin in Novernber 1919 several months after ttp comintern. created under circumstanoes
quite diffcrenı ftom ıhose of the Comintcrn, üe youü intemıtional in is earty years played an importaııt,
indepeııdeııt ıole in the deıtlqment of the cornmıınist movemenl By the mid-l920s, however, ig role as a
"Eaıı§rııission belt' between üe Commuııisı Party of ıhe Soviet Union (C?SU) and the internıtional communist
youth movement had been esıablMed secınely. Under the direction of üe Comintern, the Sovieı party, and üe
Soviet commıınisı youü organizıtion (Kansonol), tr€nds and even§ in üe yoıth int€rnaıiral wiü sorıe few
exceptiuıs, followed those in the Comintern and üe parties. Thc faıe and fguıres of üe commıuıist youü
moyement inwitably bccamc cmtolled by and dependcnı ııpon outsidc foıccs.
Tiıe youıh inbrnational has an inpctancc beyond itsclf. Its history provides an impctant example of hoıv üe
communist movement developed in practicc in thğ erly post-war yers. Yoııog comnıınists eıcıtised a
significaııt inflıı€nce on ıhig Ğvelopcnı Among the mo§t devaed sıpporteıs of the Russian BoMeviis, üey
played an rtive put in ıhe crcation of many çglalunis! pğdqs ivlmtly sinıaıod on the exğııne left of the
socialis politicıl §pectnımı thcy gııed also as a mgal and idealistic spıır to all ıevolutioııry fcces. Above all,
üey raiseğ as few oüer commııniıstg di4 üe frındamenol issııe of therıanıre of üe new communiS movemenl
At its beginning, üe cqıımunisı moyem€nt was another phase in a continuing effoıt by "left-wing social
democrais' o implement an orüıodox interpe0ation of lvlarx's ideas on rcırolutionry social clıaııge. The Russian
Bolsheviks weıe indeed the predominaııt frctm wiüin üe new, revolutioııary Internatioııal Becaııse they had
beeıı successfrıl, üıeir ideas cğrid gıcaı wcighı Buı jı§t as before l9l7, even befoıe 1914 and üıe outbreak of
war, socialists tad be€n divid€d orr€r ıııatıy cnıcial ınaüers of üeory, straıegy, and trücs, üıe early communists
werc not really in agı€emğnt on scrrcral basic isgıes" Whaı it was to be a commımist was ımder d€balo and in
the proccss of definiıim in ıhc ycus inmediately after World War I. New di.fferences had Eiscn over how to
inteıpıet üıe pıoşects fc ıcııolııio, wiuı a ıevolution meanı, aııd which stıaıcgies and trcücs wcrc o be
followed. It was over mundane, but critical, questions of org;anizational strırcüır€ and process, howev€r, tbat üe
"reııoluüoııry solidrity" of theş fiıst commıni§s brcke down. Enthıısiasm fc "actiğın wa!ı not !o pıove §trong
enoııgh o kecp tbem ogpther. Coming tom diifercnt coııntrics, wiü diffeıent traditions aıd and
culnııal e:perieırccs, the vriqscmmıınis§ hıoughtwiü them diffeıentconceptions of whaı was an apropriao
basis for a ıevoluıimry cgaııizadon Tlıeso diffeıpncas oy€r orgranization ıcflected a deeper disıınity over üıe
purpo§es of ıhe new communist mov€menL
It was 61 thiq time üaı the Rıssian prty noı only consolidaıcd aı home iıs aııthgiırian, iviüxi§ı-l€ninist
featıııes, btıt also went on to sb4c üe entiıe corımımis movem€oı, in is image. It did so by imposing an
orgaııizatioııal §trucüıı€ thıough which it could deterııine the purpos€§ üe commımist moyement waıı !o serve,
and by §ııpprcssing or ııprooting other, less auüoritarian conceptions of corrımunism. The fırst signs of üis
deııelopmaıt wer€ appar€nt in üe youü inornıtional in the years from 1919 üD lYr4.
otıe carınot undcrsond üe hismy of communisnı, or developmenıs in üe movement after üe deattı of Stalin,
wiüıout ıecogııizing thıt it§ sepaıation foom the "socialist mainsğtamn was in ıııany ways an aıtificial one. The
youth internaüonal's history demonsnates that the diversity ıvhich after 1956 floıırished opeıüy within wtıat
raditionally was called the internatiorıal communist movement was ııo, new, but had deeper hisorical origins.
This diversity stıould be seen as üe ıeapıpearaııce of an earüer plııratism whose roo§ went ba§k into the
"socialist mafuısEtıım", a plııralism thaı had been supprcssed urıder Lenin, Trotslry, uıd Stalin ııriüout ılesroyıng
its soıırcqs. The insisrcnce of the yoıııg commıııiss on autonomy, on a less ıestricüve defuıition of democratic
ceııtralisııı, and üe Rııssian Bolstıevik rcşonse o these pressures wer€ an importaııt iııdication of the coıırse üıe
new communist movement wa!ı to take and a prccıır§or o the imposition of lvianism.Leninişrı as the only
permissible conceptim of communism.
The Communist Youth International, like most oüer communist organizations, was üus not a completely new
phenomenon A close relaüoıship existed betweeıı ıhe early commıınist movemerıt and the "sociali§t

' This paper draws heavily upon Richaıd Cornell, Revolwionary Vangıwd. Tln Early Years of the
Comtruınist Youıh Internaıbıul, 1919-1924 (foronto, etc., 1982) and Richard Comell, Youth aıü Commu-
zjsm §ew York, 1965).
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mainsulam". The CYI was rıeither graftd onto thc old socialist movement, nor did it ıake rooı in differerıı soil
Rather, it grew out of a socialist movement whose memb€Nhip, despıte üeir differeııces, felt that üey shaıed
a coııımon destiny. It floıırished in its way as a new braııch. Irıde€ğ the young communists took over üe eıisting
56çielig youth movement (sometiıing üe prties could not do) and forced their oponents !o create their own
movemenL

]. Tlo Ongiıu of ılrc Coıııınıııi* Yowh lıııcrnatioıul

Idealism, frısraüon wiü adult üıtolage, and nauıral youthful rebellioısrpss led many young wckers and
ap,p,entices at the eııd of üe ninerccııth cennıry o organizc theınselves ino socialist youth organizations. A
vaıied panern emerged of national movemen§ differentiated rccording to faus of rcüvity, faııı of internal
organization, and degrce of involvement in politicat atrıirs. Two common theıne§, however, ran through üis
diversity: anti-militrisııı and ecgıomic di§corıı€nt. While both factcs w€ıE Fes€nç üıe actviües ard orientation
of each youü orguıization teıded o be shaped by oııe c the other.

Quite consciously the youııg socialiss, riglt ftğıı the fcmation in Belgiıırı in 1886 of the first yoııth
organization, struggled !o asscrt a §€DraE id€tıüty. Impelled toward unity by ideology and the rigos of existence
in a hostile political environment, üıe young sociıliss ııevertheless dıilv ryaıt from üe socialisı prties. While
not all socialis yoıth gıoııps weıe eqııally sııccessfrıl" for üıe most partiıe young seiaüsts had their own
leaders, cganizaıions, and independent exiseıpe. Thc most impctant rea§on fg the formatioı of iııdependent
youüı organizatims ıvas üe rejection by üe young worters of üıe "şiıinul üıtelage of the older geırcrüion, no
matter whettıer well- c ill-ineııded".ı In the earty years this indeperdence from üe paıties created few
p,roblems. However, as time went on souıces of conflicı began o develop. An estraııgem€,!ıt betıvecn the genera-
tions set in ıhat was to reach the bırinlr of schisın by 1914.

The tendency in üe youtiı moement !o foırı indepaıdeııı orgruıizatirrs was acceleıated by üıe
ideological and political diffeıçnces that emerged wiıhin üıe socialist moyeınenl In üe years before Wcld War
I the younger geırcratiaı of socialists found the aıguments of üe radicals, c oilıodox idtrxi§§, inaeasingly
moe rypealing. A complcıe overthıow of existing society tinough confrgıatiqı, ıath€r ıhaıı it§ gradııal
nuısformation, wa!ı moıE in urıe wiü youthful imptience. Diı€cı puticipaıion in political afhirs, in
anti-militırist rtivities and the "ıeıolutioııary struggle", wa!ı m(trE in rcco,rd wiü the yoııthful urge for rcüon
A conflict thus develqed betıveen yoııng saialisıs conımined o ıovolutionry rctivity aıd reformist c
pragmatic rty lead€rs hesitant or unwilling o commit their puties to radical rtion

The foıınding of üe Sccond Inteınaıional in 1889 found a bclarcd ccho in thc youth movement" Aftcr
abative aüempüı in 1889 and l9O4 o fom ı ımion of socialist ı,oııth oreaııizatiar§, the Internıtioııal Union of
Socialist Yoııü Orgaııiz8üğı§ (IlJSYO;Iacrııaıioııale Vcrbinüıııe d.r sozialisıisclunlugeııfurgaııisatbıun) was
founded in l9O7 aı the socialist yoııh confercııce held in Sougartin coıııpcüm wiüı the meeting of üıe socialist
parties. The leaders of the Scmd Intcrııational weıç ablc o contain thc ser-asscrtiy€oe.ss of the youııg socialist§
by influeıring üe selectiqı of üıe executive organ of üe IUSYO, üe firıe-ınaıı Internatioııal Bııı€au, and üe
intemational secretary.

The dominant figıııe at tlr youth conferçnce was the German Iıft socialisı Karl Liebtnechı After
1907, Lieblnecht serııed as an inşiration and "elder sts]E$rıan" for pung socialists ttnoughout Europe. His
anti-militarist views made a @ impression on the younger generation. The Snatgart conference was importaııt
for what it portended for üıe fuuııc. Under Liebkbecht's influerıce, its mood of anti-war activism conributed to
üe growth of the socialist youth aganizations. The enthusiasm for action at üe youth conf€reııce, in slıarp
contrast to üe prevailing caııüon wiüıin üe socialist parties and the Second Inı€fiıatiorıal" promoted the seaıçh
for an indçendent poütical ıole fo ttr youth orgaıılzaılons. It ıııas thus followed by a slow but sustained effort
to nrn üıe IUSYO ino a poliücally active, indeperıdent youü intcrnational.

It was World War I which was to complete the radicalization 6f ğ19 şoçielist youüı movemenl The
coı§equences of the war, and üe betıavior of üıe scialist party leaders, led most young socialists at war's end
to ıhe conclusion tiıat if üıeir ideats were to be realizeğ they mıst take the initiative üemselves. They could not
rely on the socialist parties o remain true to üe revoluüonary prescriptions fc social change inspired by tvlanı.
The şontaneous radition of independence from before the war was thus strengüened and reinforced- On the
foundation of this tradiüon, which found its most symbolic expıession in the youth internuionalr a strong,

ı Robert Danneberg, Die Rebuteıısclulen der internatioııalen Sozialdemobaııe (Vienna, 1914), p. 6.
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indepeııdenıpoliticizeüandcthodoxivirxisıyouüımovemenıdeyelopedinwestemandcenralEıırope. This
was to become the communist youü movement in l9l9, wheıı the ruSYO was traıısformed inO the Communist
Youth Internaıimal

Boü the Second Internaıbnal aııd üıe ruSYO were sharered by ttp wu. Tho ruSYO, however, was
able o ıegmııp itself and become üe focal point for socialist anti-wc activities and pıroıpagaııdı As üe war went
on, it was the tnternatimal Bııreaıı of üe youth iıııernatioııal aııd üıe youü groups, primarily in the neutral
coımtries, cooperating with it that gave üe anti-war opposition its most broadly based sııpporı The cennal figııre
in üıese effgts was Willi Mıbz€ııb€rg, the dynamic secıeıary of the Swiss socialist youü oganization.

A majc step in rcviving the youttı international was the coııfereııce of young socialis§ in Bern in Aprrl
1915. The confeıence of all who profa*sed to be 'revolutioııary socialists" w8s to soe one of the fiıst tests of
strelıgıh benreen the miliiant, divisive vieş,s of lınin and the prcifisı coıpiliaıory approach of the Centrists.
It was üıs a pıcludc o the dissolution of the intcrııational scialist moyernent, which was !o begın at?.iıımet-
wald latet in l9l5 and oılminarc in the fcmation of the coınmımist Internatioııal in }hıch l9l9. The confercnce
supported 'ıtvolutionrlı §ociali§n", but did not endmc Lenin's call fc aıı 'intemational civil wrn aıd a brealr
wiü the Right socialiss.2 Mot impğtanı, it ıocreated the youüı interııaüonal as an rcüve, inde,peıdent
org8ııization froe from pğty c §econd Internatbnal control. This was a critical nırning point in üe history of
üe socialist yoıth movcmcoL

The Bem confeıgce moved üe secıctriat of üıe rusyo ftom viennı o zıırich and electcd
Milıızenberg as Interıational Secıctry. Afteıwds, üe youth moy€rneııt becano absğb€d in ftıding an
orgarıizadonalstrucuıı€wiüwhichitcouldfirstpıeserıreitself,ımderüedifficultconditionsthat prevaileğand
üen expaııd ino an effcctive fuçc for ending üe rvar and p,rmoting radical social change. under the dynamic
leaderstıip of Milnzenberg the IUSYO by l9l9 was to become rıough its militant anti-war and anti-cpialist
agiation ıhe domimnt force wiüıin the saialist youıiı movemenL

2. Tlu Foııııding of tlu Coıııınıııisı Youh lıuerıutioıul

By üıe time the Coınmıınist Youü lııternational was formed in November 1919, war-weriness, economic
priration, a disgıedited c4ialis sy§tem, natbnalist antagonismş üe rypeal of the new Bolstıevik regime in
Russi4 and the inheıpnt ease wiü which yoııngcr peqle acc€pt change atl had conributed to Uıın ııuny yoııng
worters, formersotdierşandsüıdents to the mueıcvolutionary socialistagarıizationş Resisting these influences
weıc ıhe raditions scğtr€d and denounced by üe sociali§ts as 'boıqgeois", the desiıc fc peace and an end to

2 Tlıe Russiıns appıtntly atrched gıeaı sigıificance o the Bern confercnce. Alexaııdıa kollantai, at üıis
time a Meııshevik-Intcraaıionalist, wıote in Fekıury 1915 ftom Stockholm to lınin's rvifc, Knıpskaya.
Referring to the plans fc the confrcrce, Kollantai norcd thaı the yoııü orgaırizsron§ constiüted üe re-
volutionary wing of the saialist moy€ment in all üo neııtral countries. 'It secıns to me," she went on, "that

[üe young socialists] can more quictly ıhaı any others serve as üe basis for a revived revolutionary
international". From a leger in the CPSU Ceııtral Party Archives, Moscow, cited in MJV!. MuchamedZaııov,
'V.I. Itnin i meidunaodnaja scialistiöeskaja molodeğ' v gody pervoj mirovoj vojny", Novaja i ıovej§aja
istorija,1967, no. 2, pp. 3_13. The Bolshevik representatives left the confeıeııce soon after it began,
apıpaıently over voting procedııres. The Bolstıeviks and Meıısheviks each were given one votc, alıd üıe
Bolsheviks renırned. Milıuuıberg r€ports that lrııin, while dissatisfid wiü, the resolution adopted by the
confeıeııce, encoııraged üe Bolshevü delegation to ıernain. See Willi Milıızeııberg, Die Drüte f'roru (Berlin,
1930 and 193l), p. 163. Evidently lJnin felt that the resoluüon was ıhe best üaı could be hoped for under
üe ciıcumstances. and whilg c€rtainly noı as cler a call o revoluüoııary action and a split wiü the Right
sociılists as he would have üked, it was step bwaıd his üews. Acco,rding ıo fuıgeüca Balabanova, I*nin
sent Inesııa Armand !o üe confereııce to ı€prcsent the Bolshevik view aııd win the confereırce to üıe
Bolshevik position. "He did not dar€ to come himself, sat downsOairs in a litıle adjacent caf6 drinking tea,
gering re,por6 ft,om her, gıving her irsructiorıs". See Bertram Wolfe, "Lenin and Inessa Aımarıd",
Encoıınıer, }Oil (1964), pp. 83-91. Balabanova also says that Lenin himself prepaıed üe resolution offered
by Armand and ıejected by the çqıfeıence. The text of this resolution is not available, but it would appear

most likely to have followed the position of l*nin outlined in his letıer ıo üe NaJe §Iovo group of 9
Febrııary 1915. V.t. L€nin, Soöiıunija,2nd edition, 30 vols. (Mccow, L929-|932\, vol. 29, pp. 318-25, aııd
discussed in Olga Hess Garıkin and EtL Fistıer, Ttu Bolsluviks aıü ılu World War (§tanford, 1940), p. 163.
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corıflict, üe apıpeats of the refcrıist Right socialists, and geneıal apaüıy. The socialist youü moveınent wa§
ceıtainly üe most vigoıous manifestation of üe radical mood thaı swepı Eıııope at the erıd of the war. This
youthfiıl radicalism was to prove to be less endıııing tharı anticipated It led ıo ıırııealizable expectations and to
a conflict that could not be won with üıe leaders of the new communist movemeııL

Enüıusiastic and dedicate( with gıaııd visions and gıeat expectations, delegarcs from the socialist youth
organizations
gattıered in Berlin illegally on 20 November 1919. Despitc the unprepossessing circırıısances, an aııra of
anücipation permealed üıe meetings. Everyoıe accepted as self-eviderıt üat ıhe revolutioııary prccess had begım,
ineviably to end in a socialist sociery. All that rsınained wa§ to unite and smirc the old order a final blow. The
intention waı lo cTeate a fully independeııt yoııth international which could lead the fıght fc ıevolutionry acüon
This was to be done by raıısfaming üe ruSYO ino the Communist Youth International. There was little
üfficulty in eliciting uııanimous suppğt for a commitment o the overtiııow of bourgeois society aıd ıhe creation
of a dictaıoslıŞ of the proletaıiat in the faııı of Soviet pow€r. While üıcrs was a differpocc of opinioı on who
qualifie4 all "tnıo" revolutiorıaıies w€re to be identified and mobilized behind an agıeed prograııı. In ader o
adçt appopriarc ffatcgies and trctics, a clear evalııaüon of üe existing sitıation, wiüı dt its obstrles and op
portınities, had !o be agrc€d ııpo. The scrioıs diffeıeııces of opinioıı qı thesc issues mirıor€d thce thaı werc
emerging wiüıin üıe Comintcrn, tıom ıyhich an "ultra_IJft", anaıcho_syndicalist op,position wa§ !o clystıllize.
The deleg;arcs at B€rlin adqted an equivocal declration üıaı avoided a firm decisiqı.

The most contoversial and emotional zubiccs discussed by the delegıtes cğıcerııed the very nanıre of
the communisı youth moyerıenl Now ıhat cqnmunist panies werc being formed, and üıe call issued for all
"tnılyn revolırioıary saialiss to ımite, it was mt evideııt that sepcao yoııth orgaııizations rcmained neces§ary.
Alüıough some in üıe parties did advocatç fusion of party arıd puü orgaııization into orp ıevolutioııry
organizaüon,lıııin did nol He appreciated üıe cqıtinued usefulness of a separae youü movemğıL ln any event,
it was quitc cleo that the delegıos accepted its existence and imporaııce without question. It was not clear,
however, on what basis one justifid üe youth movement remaining independent of üıe parties, or what indeed
'inĞpeııdence" meaııt in üıe cdıtext of a unified movement of all 'truly" revolutioıary socialists. As a
con§equence, a disnııbİng uncertainty remained on several poinüs _ namely, the specific role üıe young
communists wğ€ !o play in üıe dcvelqing ıevolutionry struggle, which activiües the young commurıists were
tıı be occııpied wiü, the priciües b be arrchod to üıesc tnsts, sıho was to make thesc detcrrıinatioıs (üıe
paıties, the Comintern, or the yoıth üemsclves), aııd üıe ıelaüoııs betwecn ıip CYI and üe Cqnintern and
between communist youth organizations and communist prties.

Of critical importance herc was how üıe yourıg communis§ saw üıemselves. fuı importaııt ıeEneıncııt
to Iınin's notion of an avantgmdc erıerged gıadııally and indistinctly from the wartime experierrce of the youttı
movemenl It was given diıect expression fc üe first time by the delegaıes o the Berlin oongrcss, and its
pre-eminent spoko$ııan was Willi Müıızğıb€rg. Now, in effect, there was o bc a vangıırd wiüıin a vangııarü
The yoıuıg communists would bc üe vangıııd of üc ıewlutioııary foces (who ıhemselves ıvere the "raııgııaıd
of the pmleOriat". The pııng ıeııolutionries, it was assere4 şıoıld always be in üe vuıgııard becaııse üey
wero mor€ militant and dedicaıcd" Tlıey would always be more commiue( moc impatient, mort willing to calıt
out üıe old and the established aııd !o bring in üe new. They had not grcwn weary, or beeıı tainıed by a
willingııess O compromise. The young communists could be depended upon never to lose hqe, or to stide into
üe egıegious errus of "opportıınisınn or "ıpfoıııisıa'. If not kept watch over, it was reued in the debatcs, eııen
the elite communist parties would deviat€ from a cler and ıesolutc re,ınlutionry paüı. Everı ttıe communist
paıties wer€ not immıme ftom "calcificationn G "os§ifıcation". It was believed that it was eıtremely unlikely
thaı üe revolutioıary character of the youth cgaırizations would be weakened ftom within by selfdoubı The
parties, however, were seen as another maııer. They were morc heterogeneous and included individııals of all
shades of enüusiasm and commitmeııL The meınbeış had joined for a variety of motives, some of which led
the young commımists !o question üeir ability o resist üe pressııres to compromise. Aithough mo§t party
members still spoke of ıevolutiqı, ıhe young communists feaıed that üeir ho,pes for üıe funıre had been soıııed
by even§, that their willingııess to do batrle with the boıırgeois enemy had been eloded by üe brualty of war.
The young communiss doubted wheüıer üıe party mernbers would have the stneııgü to stand firm against all
adversity, avoiding üe linle compromises and concessions that led o a breakdown of ıevolutiorıary resolve.

This image of the youth movement might well have satisfied certain needs of üe young communists
themselves. it may also in some sigııifıcaııt way have reflected the siuıaüon wiüıin thg socialisl youth movemenı
duing World S[ar I. [t may indeed be a fact that yoıırıg socialists aıe always "mğg ı€volutionary" than older
socialiss. But the notion tiıat the young communists were üe real leaders of üe revolution most certaiıüy did
not correspond to ıhe way in which party leaden saw the youü movemenL The Comintern spokesmen whose
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views werc preseııted o the corıgrass, Karl Radek uıd Mieczyslaw Brniislci, cenainly did not acc€pt the image
üe young communists had of üıeir plrce in the revolutionary pfrocess. Very paıernalistically, üey saw üıe youü
movement stictly as an auxiliary foıce under party diıecÜon.

The major opposition 0o the youıbftıl avantgardism, howev€r, came from two represenatives of the
f,ııssiaıı youth cganization (Ifuınsgııol),LaıAı shaıskin and the young German, Alfred kıırella who had been
sent by Lenin to place his §tatrıp upon the new youth interııaıiorıal The Russians were p,repaıed o assign only
a limited poüücal role o üe youth movernerıL The young communiss w€re to be active inside üose socialist
paıties uıheıp communist fracüons were struggİing fc conrol, but were to engage in oüıer poütical actions only
when called upon to do so by üıe prty uıüor cominterrı. The mıin concıern of shaıskin was to pıepaıe the
youth movmeııt for is assigned ıasLs after üıe assıımption of power - üe organizing and poütical edııcation of
all young pcoıple. The wording of üe program on üıis point was again the result of a compromise ıhat did not
secle üe ınattor. Tlıese differcnces over üe ıole of üe youth also mgted the dcbaıcs on the relations between
üe CYI and the Comintern, an issııe ıvhich was to be at üe heart of the biuer d§ııe in eaıty l92l betıveen
the leaders of üıe yotıü inteııatiqıal and the Comintern and pagy led€r§ in Moscow.

In ligit of what was o tıappen over the next several yeus, üe simple* way !o int€rpret üıe Berlin
congrcss might be to disrniss it as thc p€tty wrangling of a handfiıl of naive ıomantics who had an absıırdly
eıaggeraıed rction of üeir impcanae. if ore views üe proceedings in their tropcr perşecüve, howev€r, one
mıst corcede that üe delcgaıes ıe,presenrcd a political aıd social phcnomeno that had gıowıı b sigııificant
proeatlons by üis time. In moşt of the Eıırıçean @ııntries. üeıc was a large, and gıowing, ıııas!ı moy€ment
of yoııng socialists willing and cager to wqt fa a ıevolutioııry uanstcmation of existiıg society. These yoııng
socialiss di( at this time, conskicr üemselves to be "moıc rçıolutionary" ıhan üe adııll§.

Fıırtiıcrııoe, üe dclegıtcs werc addressing is§ıDs whce importaııce really went far beyond üe yoııü
movemenL Alüough not ıecognized adeqıuıely at üe time, the debaıe over thc role of tho yoıırıg communists
was in ı€ality a debao over üe ııanııe of üe communist movement iısef. I-eııinist, Lııxanhırgist, anarcho-
syndicalist, aııd "democratic plııralis' concepüons of communism weıe to be foıınd, expliciüy or impliciüy,
behind the positions taken in tlpse debaıes. This issue, it is tnıe, ultiınately was ıçsolııçd outside üe yoııtiı
movemenL Neverttıeless, it wa§ aı Berıin that the ğiticaı questiorıs of the communist movement werc first
aniculaıed aııd subjected o discııssion and debaa in a hoad, inttıııüoıul forum.

Lenin and the radical IJft hd b€on foı§€d by their minority position and their inabitity to cQnııE tlıe
International Saialist Bıütaıı, to sot ııp a ngw, üird Internaıioııal. The creaıion of the Cominterı was üıe worl
of üıe Russiaıı Bolsheviks, who exeıcised a coııEolling influeırce. The foıııding of üe CY[, howet€r, was tlıe
woıt of the yoımg ıeıoluıionary saialists in Ceııtral and Western Eıııope. The Rııssian commımists weıp in no
posiüon to asume the ınaıüe of leadenhip. The Berlin congresıı demonstrated that the initiative lay with üıe
Central and }Vest Eııropeans. The Rırssian§" thrqıglı Shat§kin and Kurclla could rguc, cajole, aıd pertaps even
ıhıeaoıL buı they could not E[ğt a diıecting inilııence ııpon the pıoceedings.

Probably üe most impğtanı rcsult of the pıesence of §hatşkin aııd KıııElla in Berlin was the ğticulıtion
in üe youü mov€mcoı raıhcr cutier üan in ıhe Cominrm of the view thaı the Rııssian model of orgaııization
was desirable and ııecessary for all cmmıınict group§. Shatskin's advmcy of strict cerıtralization and
subordinationof üıe youü iııternationat o thecominorıL aııd of yoııh cgianization§ to tho pgtles, rcflected üe
changed aninıde of the Russian prty to its new (Octobcr 1919) commuııist youth orgranizatioıı, üe Komsomol

The Rııssian aıgıım€ots for şıbordinatbn of the youth orsaııizadons o üe prties was much criticized
after üıe Berlin congıass as rcce,pable fa Russia but not Western Eıııopeİ The Rıssian prty may at üis time
only have meant o ap,ply the lJninist ııotion of cennalization to the youth gıoııps, but it certain§ foreshadowed
is application to the parties m lY20 thıough üe imposition of the TWenty One Conditions. Thus, ttrc fint ptıase
in the raıısformıion of deınaratic revoluüonary parties ino cgans of Leninist dictatorship has its origins as
early as the fall of l9l9j

3 See, for example, Neıu Jugeıü,22 Oclcıfu 1920, arıd JugeıüJnıernatioıale,lvlay L92l,,p.233-35.

a See Richaıd Löwenthal, "The Bolshevization of üe Sprtakıs L€ague", in David Foornan (ed),
Internatioıul Coırımıuıi,sın, St fuıtony's Pryers, no. 9 ([nndon, 1960) for üıe suggestion that üıis occıırred
only beginning wiü the Second Comintern Congıess in the summer of 1920. Fıırüıermore, E.H. Carr's
ciaion of boıh Lenin's "Leİt-Wlng Coııııruıııism: An Infanıile Disorder, and the stiffening of the Comintern
aritude in the spring of 1920 (üe dissoluüon of the Amsterdam Bııreaıı by ECCI in April and üe atütude of
ECCI toward the British Labour Party and the German USPD expressed h irtay) as the points from which o
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3. "Clarificaiion"

The new CYI leaders werp frced wiüı nı,o major ıasks after the Berlin congrcss. They had (1) to build on
existing §tren$hs and tie support€rs of the new youü interııational closer ogether, constnıcı an organization
capable of fiırthering üe revolutionary gels of üe CY[ and help !o resolve üe poliücaVfactioııal conflicts
wiüin socialisrı once and fc all in favor of the new communist EoyemeııL5 arıd (2) achieve recognition by
the Cominteııı leadcrs of their moıc apocalypüc evalııations of the prospects for revoluüon arıd their assertion
of an independeııt role in the ıevolutioııary stuggle. These difficult t-ckq wene left to the Executive Committee
(ECCYD of five which tıad been elected by the congress. Under the leaderstıip of Willi Mürızerıb€rg, ECCYI
was §tx)n frııctioning in Beılin6

By mid-190 ECtYI had overcome most of is organizational problems, although accepable
arrangements benveen the CYI and the Cominten and between youth organizatioıs and parties were laciing.
When üıe CYI begaıı op€rations, it could oount as members the lrgest socialist yoıth orgaııizations in Sovieı
Russi4 Germany, Italy, Sweden, aıd Noıway. Howev€,r, as almost foty percent of the merıberstıip came fr,orıı
lhe Russian komsomol üıeıe was a ııeed to expaııd sııport for the cyl ousidğ soviet Russia This led the new
lead€ns of the cyl ıo enter into an ideological and poütical struggte fc sııprcmacy, the outcome of which would
be ğiücal fc üıe frıuıt of the CYI and is iıopes fo rwolııiaı.

The olher factional forces (refcmist Right and üıe Centrists) süll exeıciscd considerable iııfluence within
üe youth movement. Neverüebss, the young cqııınıırıis§ began üis stnıggle aom a relatively advantageoııs
posiüon. They were hvgpd by the po§ı-wa high tide of political radicati§ıı ıhı was sweeping thıough most
of üıe scialist yoııiı cganizatims, not jı§t those repe.seııted aı Berlin. The CYI leadentıip was pınsuing the
Leninist policy of polarizing the sociatist mol€ment and eıııolling all 'trulyn rovolutioııry young saialiss ııııder
the buıner of the CYL This meant weeding out 'ultıa IJft" irıilueııces and "clarifying" the Cenrist yoııü groups
(i.e., effo,rts o split and break ry the Centrist organizatiot§). The issue of "ııltıa-Iıftism" was eşecially painfrıl
for the CYI and the new commımist yoıııh qganizatioıu, for it had wide §upport among üe young communisg.
At the Second Comintern Corıgrcss in üe sıımmer of 19ü, for example, Mtlnzuıbog wa!ı very much on üıe left,

date üıe change in Cominteın oganizadon (Rııs§iaıı experiencc woırld serve a!ı an example o üıe Comintern
and the revoluüonry moyement in other coıınries) should be preceded by reference o üe aaiaıde of üıe
Russian delegates o the foıınding congrqıs of üıe CYI.

5 As an organization, üe youth international was expected by is founders to §upport üıe Bolstıeviks in
Russıa "üe revolutionn, and ıhc Comintem. All yoııng commııniss and sııpporters of üe Third lııtemational
were asked to assi§t üe Execuüve Commiuce of the Comintenı !o becgne a body cryble of eıercising
genuine leadaslıip As JııgcııdJurıutbııah notod in iE l[arch 1920 issııe, üis hıd not yet happened" "The
only uniSing hctor in the Communi* Inteınaıionat until now has been üe common prograın. An intemaıio-
nal orgaııization with a ııniı€d intraııional badcrshb, the prerequisirc for internatioal action, is lacking t...]
Today üıeıe is in almost every land an intemational bııreaıı or secıetariat of üc Commıınist tnternatioııal.
This not oıly makes common, united acüon impossible, but impedes considerably the political activity of the
Communist Intemational. "

6 The composition of the Execuüve Commiuee ıeflected the relative importaııce of the various
coısdnıent youüı organizatiaıs _ two from Gerıııany, one each from Scandinavia, ttp Slavic coııntries, and
lalin Eıırope. An InternaÜonal Bııreaıı, to meet periodically between congrcsses on the Bolstıevik model was
also establistıeü It ha§ b€en zuggestcd by a leader of üıe young ltalian communisis of the time thı in order
o win Russian acquiescerıce in the locaüon of ECEY[ in Germany, Mtlnzenberg and ıhe Eııropeaııs had to
pay a price: acoepıance of the subordinaıion in principle of the C-YI to üıe Cominterıı. Whether or not üis
was so, it was in any case mors ııaüıral for üe leadenhip to reside in Ceııral Eıııope. The Eıııoıpeaııs lnew
thaı the young Rıssian revolutiorıaıies had begun o organize serioısly only in 1917. The Euopeans had
long raditions and a degıee of importance bcfore the Russians even had n şogialist youth movement. While
Lenin, Trotslcy, Zinoviev, Bühaıin and other Russiaıı party leaders had considerüle experierıce aııd
knowledge of a socialist movement in a capialist system, üis was not üe case witlı the Russiaıı youth
leaders. The young communists in Eıııqe were quite unwilling to give up üeir position of leadership to üe
Russian organization. According to one of the Komsomol repeserıtaıive§, Alfred Kuıella boü ECCI and
üe Komsomol recognized the impossibility of demarıding a shift to Moscow at üis time.
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opposing üe "op,portunist" tendeJıcies ıhat he peıceived in üe Intematiorıal. His remarks indicat€d that he was
corrceıııed far less wiü growth in nıımbers, than he was in maintaining "pıırityn. He also had doub§ about üe
utiüty of the Twenty One Condiüoııs for membership in the Comintern adopted by üe Second Congress; not
becaıse they were oo restricüvg but rather b€caııse üey were not §everğ erıough if thce "who only a few
weeks ago or even days ago foııght againsı üıe Third Interrıational wiüı alt meailı fthe ltalian, Serrati, the
German uspD, aııd üıe French sociati§t futy] today say that they have no objection o sigııing the resolution
on conditions".7 A proposal by Milnzenberg thaı üıe Comintern urıdertake "at least the şiritıul prepuation of
üe brmd ırıasses", and üe "technical_militaryorganizatiorıal pr€eaıadon of ttp communist parties" for civil war
was buried in a commission.t It was o the koad mass of as yet unoguıized youüı, and to lhe young Centrist
socialists, that üe CYI tunpd o build up a ına!ı§ ğganiration. Ttpse not yet politicized werc seen as virgin soil,
waiting fq the crust of indifference to be peııenarcd and brokerı open by the stıaıpness arıd self+vidence of
communist ideas aıd üe agiüty of communist agiation. As for the Centrists, they olked of revolution, but found
themselves unable to act when the time caıne fg decision. Tlıey would commit themselııes to üoleııce only as
a last resort They would not abandon the boıırgeois taditions of fteedom and plııralist democracy. Eırcept for
a militant left wing, üey woııld rpt consider an actiııe strugğe fc power.

By erly 191 the efforts of üe CYt to destroy the inflırncc of üıe Cenrist yoııth orennizatioııs had
beeıı completed fc the most part Thc r€§ıl§ were vgie( from complete &ilıııe in Austria uıd Finlaııd, whae
the communists were forç€d o wiüdıarv ftom thc socialist youth cganizatio, to initial successes in Raııce,
Germany, and Czechoslovakia and fairly cunplee control over the young woıters' moveıneııt in ltaly. The
suocesses of üıe young communists ryeaı€d promising when seen in siıeer nıırıbers. Measııred in terms of
delegaıes to oongr€§sğı and üe nıımber of members üey presumed to ı€,pr€seııt, the siuıaıion apeced to show
a wide commiğnent to üıe prirciplcs of the Berlin pıograrı. Howev€r, these early §ucce§s€s werc deceiving. fuı
inaeasingty stable aııd less rwolııioary enyirqıment, and their own internal probluns, preveııted the
communiss from consoüdating and eırpanding their influuıce. tnternal difficulıies. eşecially, üained away mııch
of the movemeııt's üality. oııe of ıhgşe was the delayed reaction in the youttı orgarıizaiions !o üıe strict
cerıralisrıı of the Twenty oııe Conditions (as their full import became understood) aııd ttrc incrcasing Rııssian
dominance of üe internatimal communist movenent.

Splining anddişersing üe corpsof youngpst-warradicals (IJft, ultra-IJft, uıdCerıtrist) bluntedtheir
effecüvenesş. Of even gıeat€r con§oqııence was the impact of commıınist "clarificationn wct on üıe extensive
reserrroir of uncommitted young woıters. lviosı yoııng woıters werç dissatisfed and hoıping for somelhİng beüer.
They were looking for leadersiıip and concıete ıasult§" Their aıeııtion and sııpport was best obtaind by simple
and direct appeals from a united sociati§t youıh movemenl Insteağ they became unwilling ob}ects in uı
ideologicalaııdpolitical §truggle thaıthey couldnot uııdersund" The cqnmıınistyouth organizaüons rqched üe
high-water mgt of üreir §trtııgü and influence (ımü üe Po,p,lğ Ronq anti-&scist days of tiıe l930s) in latğ
190 and ear|y |Y2l as a ıesult of üeir disnıption of the Centist youth organizatioııs. But üıeir gains only gave
the illusioıı of success. The very rcisoz d €te of, ülcnmmınist organizations waı compromised froın ttıe outseL
The doctrinal assumption thrt "Eııe" }viarııists, "tııcn ıpvolutioııgy socialists, had to ıernain npııtn when, with
only a very few tempoıuy exceptions üıe masses were not revolutioııry in the commıınist seıı§eı prevented theııı
from gaining zufficienıly wide sııppoıt This was o become clear in 1921 when üıe Comintern laııırched its
united front policy. ln |Y20 and l92l, howev€r, üe young communists lmked forıvard !o the futıJre wiüı greal
expectatiorıs.

4. Tlıe Natıre ğ tlu Yowh Moveınent

A second crucial issue remained uıııesolveü however. Were the young coınmunist§ to play arı indçendent role
in the revolutionary pnooess, thıough üeir own independent organizations? The character of the new "truly
revolutionaryn communist movemeııt and its organizatiors waı not self-evidenı Beyond a simple faith in ttıe
need for a "disciplined" movemen! it was rıot clear what kind of organizational structııre, decision-making
processes, inter-party relations, or relationship between the Interrıational's leading bodie,s and its constituent

7 Protokoly kongressov koıtııııaıistiöeskogo iııerııacbnala. Vtoroj kongress laminıerna, ijul'-avgusı 1920

8., pp. 2|4-l-5.

t Internationale Jugendlorresporıdenz,S lriay 192r, p. 1.
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organi?atioıuB were requfued- Inheriting a nadition of indeperıdent political activity, the young commıınists knew
precisely what they wanted üe youth moııement to be. However, oüıers had a quite differcnı view of üıe
communist movemenl The insistence by the Rııssian Bolsheviks that their conception of communism be accepted
by all led o seıious conflict and schisrrı.

The extensive diversity of condition benveen the national communist moyeıııen§ called for a morc
precise undersoııding of whaı centalization, in the form of democraüc @ntralism, really mearıt in the
Interııationat The second C.omintern c«xıgı€ss resolution on üe role of the communist paıties in üe proletarian
reıoluüon (July 192O) was basod on üıe kninist conception of the role arıd structıır€ of cJl communist
organizations. This corrçtion of democıatic centralism was caıried over into the CYI by the Rıssian
Komsomol, which by the time of the Beılin coııgıess had come under srict party controt. As it uımed out, a
viable ıeconciliaüon could not be found betweeıı democracy and centralization. The latter, by viıuıe of
deııelqmeııs within the Rııssian party and its doninant position in üe communist movement, was to prevail
The conilict in 1920 and l92l beıween the CYt and the Russian party leaders, who also controiled the
CominarıL providd the early evidence of üıis.

The clash betweeıı the "revolutioııary varıgurdisınn of the young communists in Ceııral and Western
Eıııope, with its anphasis on independence, and Rııssian ceııralisın prodırc€d a lively dcbato over principles in
vaıiousiııırnals and periodicals from mid-l90 unül mid-192l. Iıı Octob€r l90, üıe third Komsomol congress
aüeınpted b estıbti§h the auügiatiııe position: üe Russian pfecedent of strict gty control wa!ı to be decisive
fm all oüer commmist youü cganizations. This subcdinaion aplied to policy issırcs as well. Shaskin
declaıed that üe polbies of all the youth oryanizadon§ wğ€ to be detcrmired by "üe experierıce of üıe Russian
youth lcagııc, whosc basic principlcs gç şıircd o any youüı organization ımdgr cmditions of prolearian dicam-
stıip."' Russian experierıce was ttıııs çlaim€d o be ıelerıant ücr üıe revolution ıınder a dicaorship of üe
prolearial Yoımg communisş expected in these years that the revolution would soon spread, so thı all saw
üemselves as part of a movemğıt in üeir ourn coııntry üıat would soon be in power and busy iıstalling a
dictatostıP of the pıoletariaı Rıssian eıpericnce, according o uıhich the youth orgaııization deıroted itself
primğily o mobilizing young peoıple, as potğıtial recruits fc the party, and insdlling in üem a 'proletarian
coııscioıısırcss" would therı iııdeed be useful o illustrative, if ııot deftıitive. Whaı they resiste( however, was
the Rırssian insisterce that Rırssian policics were suitable even bğorc any revolution occıırred abıod"

The impetıs to ef,tcnd the Bolshoyik model o the youüı ııDvemenç aııd b the resisance to it, came
ftom the conuoveışies ov€r sE:ılegies and actics. In üe yeas preceding the Tlıird cominterıı congıess
(Jııne-July 19l), uıd even laler, marıy of thc youüı organizations, reflecting the youıhful ıırge for "actionn, w€re
strong sııpportefs of the moıe radical, mqp militmt elemenıs within thc Cominorn This was particularly so of
most of the members of EC§YI, and of üce youth functioııgies coopted by ECCYL ECCYI supported or
sympathized with üe anti-pcliaınenmy, anti-Eadc union tactics of the "ulna IJft". ECCYI and the Eıııopcaıı
communist youth Gg3nizatiorı§ werp ılso supporr€r§ of the "revoluıionry offen§iııe," eşecially in Gerrrıany in
erty 192l. Thıs, üıe Bolstıevik leaders, by means of the Comintern aıd thc Koırısomol, sought O subject üe
CYI and its members o üe discipline of lvloocoıw.

The most impctant incrııenıion in the affain of the youıh interııational occııned in Aprıl 1921 when
EC€I pıuogued üe secoıd CYI congıess, asscmbled in Jeııa Getmaııy, and ordeıçd it O be held in l\iloscow
after the üird Comintern congrcss. As the delegarcs gaüered in Moscoııı in July 192l thetp weıe üus two
§ources of contorrersy betrvecn the cyl and comintern leaders: first, the demaıı«t of Eccyl for moıp freedom
of moveınent in organizatiorıal quesıioıs for the CYI, and üıat of üıe Eııropeaıı communist youü leaders for
independuıce from the communist parties; and second, üe widespread support within the youth movement for
the policy of the "revolutiorıary offensive" and üe arinıdes that lay behind üis sup,pat

After bir€r debate and üe intervention of tırıin himself, ECCYI, led by Willi Milnzenberg, ıeluctanüy
bowed to dircipline and accepted the Cominteıo position on all issues. The futııre role of the youüı movement
wa§ı ıxıw establistıed" The youtiı organizatior§ weı€ to become "traırsmissioıı bels" fc the implanentation of
paıty aııd Comintern poticy. Imposiüon of Russian control over üe CYI was completed by the move of ECCYI
to Moscow, aııd the removal of Milıucnberg to the task for he was to develo,p his wider rcputation - ttıe

formation of communist "ft,ont organizations". The second cyl congıess establistıed new relatlons benreen üe
youü organizations and the paıties, issued new direcüves for "going to üe masses", and gave ıo üe new ECCYI

' Quoted in Ralph Talcoc Fisher, h., Pattern for Sovieı foııılı §ew York, 1959), p. 55. See also pp.

53_56, 101-103, and 139-14O for discussion of the Soüet party view of KomsomoVparty relations and üe
role of the komsomol in the cyl.
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üe task of creaıing a c€ntralized wcld organization on üe Russiarı model Opposition wiüin üe national youü
organzations was slowly oyerço(ne dııring 192l, but the leaders, now following üıe Comintern lead, were soon
o lose many of their most enıhuiasüc tnoope. Furüermore, ıhe coııflicts wiüin tip parties dııring 1923 arıd l9?1
weıe once again to hing the youth orgaııizations ino party-poütical affairs.

Following the ıpw Comintem poücy, üe focus of CYI activity afrer the Second Congress wa!ı on
establisiıing a "united aıont' wiü oüer socialist yoııth gıoups. The mutııal hosüiğ thaı had develoıped between
the communists and most oüer socialists dmmed üe effors at cooperation ftom the beginning. The "united
front" was pıırsued in vaiots forms by the commuııists until 1928, when a complete rupğıre Ook place, only
to be reüved again in üe post_Weima era as the Popular Fronı

The wo congıes§es in l\ıloscow in üıe zummeı of 1921 mad(ed ıhe climaı of a faleful drama The
expıılsiorı of Paul lrvı, üe subordinaıion of üe youü movement, inoeasing intervenıion in the affairs of
communist paıties, and üıe gıowing bıır,eaucratization of the Comintem weıe harbingers of a moıe ıestictive
definitioıı of communisııı. The goodwill of the Russiaıı party ıemained taken fc gıaııted. The right of free
discussion had ııot been termiııaıed. Tbo Comintern had şüen, and a new "line" had been adoıpteğ but
diffeıeııces of oganization, strategy, aıd tıptics were only beginning trı becqrıe issues of discipline.

The communist youıh coııld not escape the effecıs of üıe party controversies n |923 aııd 19Z over
strategies and ıactics, issues thaı by ınw had become issues of disciplire. After üe deaıh of Irnin, üe new
leadership of üıe Rııssian prgy §oughı ıo compleıe the pırocass by whiü üe lıninist model of cgıtralization wa§
being ap,püed o the entire commımist moyenenL Begım in l9l9 with üe CYI, this Eoc€ss tonded o follow
derıelopmuıs within the Rııssian paıty. A§ power became concentrated wiüin the pugy leadcrship, and as
re.srictios were placed on thc righı of disscoı and wositioıı üe Rııssian paıty took §t€p§ to incrcase its conuol
over the Comintern and the other parties. This was accomplistıed by "bolstıevizing" the commınist oganizatims"
The CYI was rcüve in Germaııy, France and elsewheıe suMuing opposition wiüin the yoııü cganization, and
at the sa[ıe time the prty. It is in Norway and Sweden, however, that üe yoııng communİsts weıe mo§t de€ply
involved in pğty afhirs. The Norwegian exaııple, in particular, demonsuates the confusion thaı eıisted in the
Comintern over üe meaııing of ccntralizatio. The Norwegian Labor Pcty had been a founding meınber of üıg
Communist Intemaüoııal. It had rccepted the Twenty One Conditions and deınocıatic cenffilism. Itrowever, üıe
Noıwegiaıu gave quite a ditrercnt meaııing o democratic centralisnı th8ıı did the Rııssian BoMeviks. When
comintern inrcrııention in Ncuıcgian pğty atrairs ınade ıhis cleu o theNcwegians, üey ıebelled. Eccyl and
üe young Norwegian cıoııımıınist§, ınw toeing üe Comintcın line, exerted a sigııificarıt inflııcncc in üe
conmversy within üe Norı,egıin lıbor Paty over acc€ptance of Comintern dicipline. In frcq üıe yoııng
communiss forrıed the nucleııs of the Norwegian Communist hrty when üe pıoCominarn forces were forced
to leave üe Nawegian lıbc Paıty.

The process of impcing üıe Rııssian deftıition of communism on the eııtire commuııist movement
culminaıed at üıe Fifth Cominrern Congıcss in July 19Z. Alüıough a "mechanical traıısfern of Rıssian
experience o oüer couııtries was to be avoide( üc essence of "boMevization" w8s üıe §tudy and appücaüon
in practice of Russian experience. The following foıırttı CYI congıess adapted üıe Comintern decisioıu on
'bolshevization" !o üe youü movem€nl After its foıırttı crongt€ssı, the CYI wa§ orgıııizaıiCIully aııd politically
subordinated to üıe Comintcrn. Even more than the parties, üe communist youü organizaüons declined dıııing
üe balaııce of üe l92ft and ıhe early l930s, boü in numbers and in significaııce. It was only with the Popular
Front that they began to ıeoover. Thıoııghout the resı of is life the CYI remaineğ as did üıe Comintem, an
instnıment of Soviet, üıen Solinist policy. Its rctivities were of soıne con§equeırce in this ıegaıd, eşecially in
France, Britain, and the Unitcd States, dııring the Pçular Front period and after June 1941. It was on üıe whole,
however, a negligible facor in the life of young people _ socialist or non_socialist ts demise in 1943 at üıe same
time as the Comintern caıı§ed licle notice. It was not unül üıe post_World War tr perid üat Soviet communi§ın
was able to gain a serious fooıhold aınong the youth with üe formaıiorı of the World Federation of Democraıic
youth and the International union of students.

5. Histoiograplıy

The aıchives of the Communist Yoııü International went from Berlin o Moscow n LY}l, and have not been
open for pubüc use. Even in wats şorısored by Soviet auüoriües there has been limited use of aıchival
material. The main public soıırces for the history of the CYI are: (1) the reports of conferences and congresses
and üe periodicals and other publications issued by the CYI, by is predecessor, üe Internationale Verbiıüung
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sozialistisclur Jugeıüorgaıısabııen, aü by is rivats, the Right sociatist (Arbciur-JugeııdiııurııaıioııaJ4 and
Centrist (Interıuıioııalc Arbcitsgeııuiıısc@t sozialistisclıer tugeııfurganisatbıun) yoııü internatioruls, (2) the
publications of various national socialist and communist parties and youth organizations, and (3) the books,
pamphleS, and aıticles publistıed by the puticipaıı§ in üıe atrair§ of the sociatisı/commıııist youth movemenlıo
For the earlier years üe worting langııage of the communist moveınent was German, üus Germaıı langııage
souroes aıe the m6t \alııable fa this p€riod- The Russian langııage maıcrials at this time tended to be
traııslalions, or general sııryeys based on tnıısl8tions, intended for agiçprw purposes within the Komsomol.

There are few histories of üıe Commıınist Youü Interrıatiqıat which cover the entire period of its
existence, 1919-1943. It was not ıuıtil the larc 1960§, on the occasion of the ffiieü aııniversry of the founding
of the CY[. that a gcırral history, following the accepted Soviet orthodoxy of the time, was pıülished.ıı lts
bibüography suppoı§ üe selectivity employcd to prcve a thesis. This was followed in 1973 by anoüer
hagiogrryhic history by the saıne arıthc.ız

It apıpcars that üe only general hisory in oüer langııagas is in Englistı, a ğan§lation of Privalov,
Obrazovanie.lı A very stım and highty enderıtioııs summaıy of the erly history of the CYI in Engilistı was
pubüstıed by the Young Cmmıınist lıague of Great Britain in the laıe l920s.l' The only other majc wot
in Englisiı is Richanl Cornell, Rcwlwbııary Voıgııard. Very brief discussions of thc CYI aıe in the woıts of
EJlCarr and Ralph Talcoü Fisiıer, Jr.ı5

A very importaııt erly snıdy, Geschichıe der Koıııınıııistisclun lugcııd-Inıernatioıulc, was pülished
in tiır€e volumes in Gerrııan aıd Russian by the Executive Commiuee of the CYI ı1 |Y29,1930, and l93l, and
r€dnted in German in We§t Gcrıııany in 1970.ı6 The discııssion of iszues and pcnoııalities, puticıılarly in the
first nro volıııııes, follows quite closely üıe coıırse of events. Tiıe rctive pğticipation of Richgd §chüller and
Alfred Kıııella in üe eırcnts they describc enhances üıe aıthenticity of their woris as §otııpğı for the hisory of
üe CYI. Although it is tcııdentioıs aıd suffcrs from omission of much important detait, this thıpe volume hisory
goes beyond the boımds of üıe accepted hagiogr4hic Soviet historiogrryhy a!ı ı€pfe§ented in the entry fG üe
CY[, "Kommuni§tiğeskij Internacional Molodeüi", m tiıe Bol'§aja *ovctlkaja cııciHopcüja.|1

From the early 1930s unüi the early l960s very little atteııtion was paid in Soviet histğicat literaşııe
O tiıe CYI. Beginning in l%2, howev€r, a series of disseıtations were complete( leading o a number of articles
in Soviet lıistorical, prty, and Komsomol joıırnal§. These rticlcs, in which üe prcvailing cult of Lğıin is
eüdent, set üe one and agenda fc üe moıe extensive, and often repeütive, series of worts pııblished from üe

t0 For these pülic §oıırces see the bibüography in Cornell, Rewlwionary Vaııgıwd, pp. 319-33, and the
entry for the Communist Youüı Inrcrnatioııal in Thgnas T. Hammond (eü), §orzcı Foreign Relatioııs aııd
World C oırıınıııism (Princcım, 1965).

ıı V.V. Privalov, Obramvoıie koıııııııuıist'ücskogo iıııerıucbıal molodeği (Iğingrağ 1968).

ı2 V.V. Privalov, Komınıııis{ığeskij Iıııerıacioııal Molodeği. Straııicy uıoni (Moscow, 1973; 2nd edition,
1979).

ıl Viktor Privalov, Tlw Yoıng Coıııınıııist Interııatbıul aııd its Origiıs (Moscow, 1971).

" A Slort Hisary of tlu Youııg Comınıııist Inıerııatioıai (sJ., s-a-).

" Efi.Carr, Tlu Bolslıevik Revolwbn, l917-In3,3 vols., (Iondon, 1953), vol. 3; id., Socialişm in One
Country, 1924-1926,3 vols. (I-ondon, 1!164), vol. 32; Fisher, lr., Panernfor Soviet Youıh.

'6 Volume 1: Richard Schiiller, Von den AııfEngen der proleıarisclun Jugendbayegınç bis zıır Grüııdıng
der Kommııııistisclun JugeıüJnternatioıule @erlin, 1931); Volume 2: Alfred Kuıella Grrnüıııs ınd Aııfbaıı
der Koııımıaıistisclıen JugeıüJnıerıutioııak @erlin. 1929); Volume 3: R[afail] Chitarow (Khiaıov), Der
Kanıpf um die Massen: vom 2. bis 5. Welıkongress der Kommuııistischen lugend-Internatbnale @erlin,
1930).

ı? Second edition, 51 vols., (Moscow, 1!X9-1965), vo|.22.
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late l960s up üıough at least l983.ıt A sundaıd Soviet party suıdy of the internaıional saialist movement
dııring and after World War I disrııisses the youü international in one or two unrevealing stıort paıagıaphs.l9

Two ısefrıl histciogıaphical survey§ of Soviet üteratııre on the CYi appeared in the early 1970s.2o

The nexı st€p in re.şeaıch on üe CYI mısı be a thorough invesügatiorı of is aıchives. It is unlikely ıhat
any sıartling discoveries will be forttıcoming, howev€r, for the general rends wiüin üıe youth internatioııal
already have beeıı iUuminated uıd ge ıınliiely to be altered in any serioıs way. The coıtention or dişuted
issues üat may remain within CYI historiograprıy concern matıe$ of interpetation arıd evalııation.

Exploration of the CYI achives (as well as national party arıd youü o,rganization aıchives) may well
uncover mııch inıeresting deıail aboııt comrıımist },ouü movement developments, but will conribute priınarily
!o a refinemerıı of oın undersanding of the participarıts and positioıs taken in üe debates, aıd of low de-
velopments unfolded- Corrcşondeııce in üe varioııs aıçhives should shed more light on üe deails of üe
relaüons benveeıı ECCYI on the qıe hand, and ECCI and üe Rus§ian Komsomol oıı üe other, uıd between üıe
Moscow leadership and the national communist youth organizations. One might also hope for more ıeliable
membenhip figurcs, a clearcr picune of üıe ftıancial relaıionships wiıhin üe youü movemenl and more deails
on soüet involveıneııt in the vrious "ftıont organizations" diıected oward youth aııd students.

The priırcipal scholarly rıeeds now are eııcoıııagement of üe complete operıing of all aıchival materials
and uaııs-national coop€ratiqı in üıe pııblication arıd use of üese materials as üey become available.

ıı Among üe mce intercsting of these aıticles aıt ttıree by V.V. Privalov: nBor'ba V.I. If,rıina i
Bol§evikov za sozdaııie kommunist'ıĞaskogo intcrnacional molodcdıi", Vesınü (Iğingrad Universitea),
Serija Isrcrii, Vypıısk 3, no. 14 (1962); "Vlijanie Bol§evikov na meğüıııaıodnoe dviğerıie molodeği v gdy
pervoj mirovoj vojnyn, itüd., ra.20 (|962l1aıxi 'kııin i intemacional molodcğl", Molodoj koııııruıııist, L966,
no. 8. Also see M.Iıı[ Muchamediaııov, "YJ. IJnin i Kommunistiöaskij Inornacioıul Molodeii", Voprosy
dsıorü KP§§, 1965, no.4, and "V.IJ.erıin i meidııııarodnaja socialistiöeskaja molodei' v gody pervoj mirovoj
vojy"; a reprint of the 1923 reminisc€nc€s by I-azr Shatskin, TJnin i RLKSM', Jııııost' , 1965, no. 7: Bliüe
vsech. I-cnin i juııye iıııerıucioııalisti. Sbornik fuhımenov i nıaterblw (Moscow, l%8); §-lı[ Gonğaıova
and G.E. Pavlova, "KorrımıııisüĞeskij Interna§ional Molodeüi - vernyj pomo§nik Korrıinterııa (1919-1943)',
Voprosy ı'sıonj KP§S, 1969, no. 12; aııd A. Zinoviev and M.M. Muchamediarıov, nRol' rossijskogo
komsorrıol v sozüıınii kommunistiĞeskogo internacioııala molodeii", Inforııucbrmyj bjulleıen',1969, no.
5_6.

L9 Istoija ııuidıııwrodıogo raboĞego i nacioıal'no-osvobodiıel'ıogo dviienija, 2 vols., (Moscow, 1959
aoıd,L962).

D M.M. MuchamedZaııov, Molofut i revoljucija. U istokov ırcğdııııarodııogo revoljucionnogo düöenija
molodeği (Moscow, |972) and V. Privalov, "Osnovnye napravlenia isoriognfıi kommunistiöeskogo
internacionala molodeği (1919-1%380", Poqüvnye istoüi, tretij vlpusk (1973). A more recent work by
Muchamedğanov is his V eüııstuye - sila. KIM, bor'ba za edinyj front raboğj ıtıolodcği (1919-1939ss)
(Moscow, t983). White all thıee aıe pre-glasrıosç orthodox works, üe Privalov volume, wiü its discussion
of the thıee stages in Soviet hisoriography on üe CYI, is üe besı
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