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The Communist Party of Denmark and the Comintern 1919-43

Dııring tiıe quarter of a centııry in which the Cominıern exist€d, Denmark wa§ an agıicultııral coııntry wiü a
highly developed aııd modern agıiculuıral s€cıor. Throughout ıhe period, however, manufacnıring industry and
the indusrial working class steadily incr€ascd. Poütically ıhe counıry was a coıutiüıüonal moııaıchy with a
system of parliamuıtary govenırnenL The fiıst Social Domocratic (mirprity) government was fcmed n L9r44,
From 1929 to 1943 üe Social Democratic Party formed a coaliüon government with ıhe cenue paıgy, üıe Radical
Liberals (Deı Radiltalc Venstre).
A large proportion of the working class were active in üe Danish laboıır movemeııL aııd üıe moyement wa§
ctıaracterized by srong uade uııion§ and a cenualist Sociat Demqaıic hrty. Alüough ıhere was ryposiüon o
this snong hegemony thıoughouı üıe period, it was not urıtil Watd War I thaı this opposition gaiııed suffrcieııt
srength to e§tabıistı a Communist Party.

Officially, üıe Commıınist Paıty of Denmark (Paıııııarks Koıııınıııi*isk Poro; DKP) was founded on
9 November 1919, buı in r€ality iıs foundıtioıu had alıeady b€en laid in }viaıü l9l8.ı A §urvey of üe varioııs
phases of üıe party's lüstğy doeg not so much ıerıeal changes in Comintern policy in üc caıly sıages as üıe
şecialness of Danish conditioıu. The fact is ttıaı several heıerogencoııs elemen§ played a part in üe forrnation
of a Commıuıist movcınent in Deırmaıt Dııring the fırst elevcn years these eleınents foıghı fo suprcınrcy in
üe party, which meaııt ıhat it was viruıally paralysed.

The most imporuııt of üıese elemenıs were, fırsıly, a relatively srong syndicalist moy€menı, part of üıe
Trade Union Opposition Coaliıion (Fagopposiıbıuıs Saııııuıslıuning; FS);z secondly, a left-wing Social
Democıaüc group, which drew on ıhe §ocial Democratic Youü Association (Socialdcmobatisk Ungfums
Forbııııd; suD for much of is supporç3 and, thirdly, a moıE diffiısely srucnred group consisting of
revolutionaries who had alıeady left üe Social Democratic Party by 1918.

In snıdying the hisory of üe party iı is usefrıl to detineaıe a number of particular periods. The fırst of
üese was l9l8-23, and üis ınay in turn be fıırüıer detiıpaıed: l9l8-19, |9|9-2l,|92|-2,a^d|922-3.Iıı l9l8_19
}vlarie Nielscn (1875-1952) and Thoger Thogerscn (1885-1947) foıındod üe §ociılistlıboıır Party (§ocjalişdst
Arbejderparti; SAP). The paıty was dissolved in ıhe aunımn of l9l9j orı 9 November 1919 üe SIJF ıesolved
to csıablish üe l*ft Wing §ocialist Party (Vcııstrcsocialistisk Parıi; VSP); in 1920 üe party joined üe
Cominorn and charıged is narıe ıo.ılıeDarııııarks Koııııruıııistiske Parti.Iı üe sping ot |V2| üe DKP and üıe
FS merged and becarıe the Commıınisı Federation (Koııııruıııisüsk FOfuratbn). The period lY22-3 saıv fiırther
significarıı developmens: in Janııary lg22 the Federation wa§ tom apart as a ıssü of internal disagıeemens,
and from üen on two DKPs existed, orıly one of which was recogıized by üe Comintem. In September 1923
üe two parties merged oırc again.

Betweerı 1923 and 9n ıfu rty was led by üre left-wing §cial Demgas who ııscd to lead üe
SUF. From L927 tD 1930 leadership of üıe party lay wiü left-ıving radicals. In l93Gl the paıgy experiercod a
serious crisis, and two ycanı of inteınal strife followed. The Aksel tırsen frcüon emcrgcd victcioıs. Tho nerv
leadenhip coısisted of people trained at the Lenin Schml in Moscow.5 The years l93l4 may be termed üıe

ı See Jorgen Bloch-Poulsen and Morten Thing, Daıııııarks koıııırunistiske Parti L91E-I94J (C,operıhagaı,
1979). Very little has been published in English orı Danish labour hisory. The outlines carı be foımd in
chapter 3 of John Logue, Socialism and Abııııdance. Radical Socialism in ılıe Welfare Staıe. A Stııdy of tlu
Danish Socialisı People' s Porry (Copenhagen and Minneapoüs, L982). A brief history of the DKP is given in
A.F. Upıon: The Coırımunist Parties of Scaııdituvb aııd Finlaıü (london, 1973), pp. 3-33.

2 Carl Heinrich Petersen eı al., Christian Clıristensen og den funske syndikalisııu, 2 vols (lırhus, 1979).

3 John Bech Thomsen, "Socialdemokraıisk Ungdomsforbund, SUF, I9ü-2l-", Hisaricvidcnslıab,8
(l97O, pp. 7-86.

a Jens Christensen, "Danmarks socialisüske Arbejderpani 1918-19", ,4ıUg 7or arbejderbevagelsens
historie,5 (1975), pp. 59-112.

5 Kurt Jacobsen, Moslqa som medspiller, DKP's gennembrııd og Aksel Larsens vej til Follutingeı
(Copenhagen, 1987).
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ulraJeft period and the years 1935-9 may be termed the Popular Front period. The period 193941 was
overshadowed by üe Nazi-Sovieı pact. When German forces occupied Denmark on 9 April 1940 the DKP
continued to operate as a legal poliıicat party, but liaison with Moscow became extremely difEculı Finally, üe
period I94I-3 saw üe emergence of üe National Fronı On 22 June 1941 more üan 300 Communists w€re
arrest€d, and üe party went undergıound. It immediaıely began ıo organize illegat pr€ss€s, and in 1942 it took
up armed struggle against üe Germans. After üıe dissolution of the Comintern in 1943, üe DKP called for the
formation of a broad national anti-Fascist fronL and in September 1943, in rpsponse to üi§, üe Danistı Frecdom
Council (F rihedsrEdeı) was esıablished

]. Tlıe Arcüves of the DKP aııd Otlur Sources

Until 1990 the DKP archive was inaccessible o scholars. In 1990 a stıırt was made on traıısferring the aıchive
from the party headquarters to üe Archive and Library of the Laboıır Movement (Arbcjderbevagclsens Bibliotek
og Arkiv; ABA). At present the aıçhive is being catalogud and the intention is o open it to scholars; the
archive is no longer administered by the party, buı by üe ABA. The aıchives of üe Communist Youth of
Denmaıt (Daııııurks Koırımıaıisti*ı Ungfuw DK[I) have also been ruısferıed o üe ABA The DKP aıchive
will probably tıırn out ıo be comparativety fragmenıary for the p€riod pric o 19t5. }Vheıı the party was made
illegal in 1941, üıe police removed the aıchive from üıe party headqııater§. tt has since disrypeared. As far as
üıe 1920s are concerned, however, records of meetings between party leaders aıc preseııed.

On a few occasions, Communist historiaırs have been gıaııted acc€ssı o the Cominıern aıçhives in
Moscow and have brought back microfilms of documens relating o the Danistı section. These microfilms,
available at üe ABA, seem to indicate that the aıchives of the Comintern are rich. Not only do they contain ex_
tensive marcrial relating o the DKP, but also maıerial relating o other movemenıs. It appears, for eıample, that
üe records of the Fagoppositionens Sammenslugıing, ıhe Danish syndicalists (l9l0.2l), are in Moscow.

The DKP intends b have üıe documents in Moscow (eitherthe ciginals or, moro likely, coıpies of them)
renırned and to deposit them with üıe DKP archive at üıe ABA. The fırst ranche of around 3,000 pagas was
recently handed over to the ABA.

In examining üe disrycarance of a Danisiı Communist, Amc Munch-Petcrsen (190440), }viaıışn
Mı*tıamedsjaııov, a Soviet hisıoriaır, has shown that in order o obtain a clear picuıre of evenıs it is necessgy
to have access ıo atl the Comintcrn archives, howev§, including therefore üe papos of thc secreariats and the
ECCI.6 Wiüıout acces{ı o üe archivcs of üe NKYD and KGB too, though, it witl be imposible o follow in-
diüdual casş through üe Soviet bııreaııcracy. Particularly for ıhe period aftğr 1935, üis is of crırcial importarıce.

By tradition, which is o say prior to the r€cent crisis in Eastğıı Eıııope, the DKP has coısidered üe
party hisory iıs priııao domıin. The usual party hisories have been poduced for internal educational pıJıpo§es

and o justi& üıe policies pıırsued by the partyJ The paıty tas lookd askaııcc ü üıe pırospect of pcrıııiring
ou§ideıs o uss the official rpcords, and ücy have made suingent aıeuıps o exclııdc scholcs poemially critbal
of the party.

In addition o the intemal party histories. a numb€r of ottıer pubücations have ap,peared. In 1953, for
in§tance, the party published a selection of speeches and articles by Aksel Lar§en, the party chairman.t
Fıutiıermore, when the paıty introdırced a new policy prograrnmo in the 1970s a poücy documerıt was publishe4
as well aıı a snıdy of its intemaüonal relatiorıs.g Dııring the 1980s üe party prepared a series of pubücatioııs

concerrıing üe resisunce dııring üıe German occııpation. These aıe available frqıı üıe ABA. Of paıticula interest
is B6rge Houmann's reseaıçh on Martin Anderseıı Nexo (1869-1954). The famous proletarian aııthor was

6 Mansur Mukhamedsjanov, "Og nu til sandheden om Arne Munch-Peıersen", I4formation, 31 July 1989.

? The most important official paıty histories arc Mateiale om DKPs historie,3 vols (Copeniıagen, n.d.

t1952]), and Ib Norlund, Det loager i sanıfunfuts fıırer og bdnd, Rids S dansk arbejderbevogelses ııdviHing
(Copenhagen, 1959; 3rd edition 1972).

8 Aksel Larsen, Taler og arıikler gemem 20 dr (Copenhagen, 1953).

9 Programsamling (Copenhagen, 1975) and Ib N6rlund, Inıerıwtionaluıze (Copenhagen, 1980).
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extensively researched in a three-volume biography.ıo Fuıüıermore, he has publistıed Andersen Nexo's
letters.ıı The role played by Nexo in üe early hisıory of üe DKP is discussed in a recently published book 12

It was a considerable time before DKP veterarıs begaıı writing üeir memoirs. The first to do so was
Richard Jensen (1894-1974), who for nıany yeanı had been one of üe leaden of the Natioııal Union of Sokers
and is international organization, the Intemaüorıal of Seamen and tlaıboıır Worters (tStD. He was also an
important figııre in üe Comintern and enjoyed the full trust of the Republicarı goyenıment in Spain dııring the
Civii War. He opposed Aksel Larşn thıoughout üe 1930s, and in l9t0 he was expelled from üe party.ı3
Jensen is an importarıt ciıaracter in Jaıı Valtin's now classic fuk Ou of tlu Dark. When üe bok was published
in Danish in 1946ıa Jensen re.spond€d o it and popouıded the tlıeory that Richard l(r€bs, Valtin's real name,
had in fact been a Gestapo agenLı5 An exhaustive snıdy was published in thg mid-l980s concerning Richard
Jensen's çonnecüons wiü üe Comintern, üıe Red Army and, not least, Ernst Wollweber, the Gerırıan
Communisı It also touches upon üe sabotage carried out by üe group in other countries.ıo

Following Jer§en's memois, those of the fırst parqy chairman, Errıst Ctıristiansen (t891-1974),ı7 w€tro

published in 1960. Those of Aksel Larsen (|897-L972' followed in 1970.ıı ir{any other leading Communisıs
have written their memoin.ı9 fuıoıher important goup to have pubüstıed memoirs rt former activiss in the
resisüance movement, which included muıy Communists.a Similaıty, üe memoirs of several Communist intel-
lecnıals have also appeared3 a§ too have üıose of rarık-and-file Communis§.22 h addition to published

ı0 B6rge Houmaıırı" Martin Aııdersen NeJg og llr,ııs şaıntid,3 vols (Copeııhagen, 1981-88).

'ı B6rge Houmann (e,d.), Breve İra Martin Aııdersen Neıı,3 vols (Copeııhagen, |969-72).

L2 B6rge Houmaıın and Mgterı fiıing, Venskab og Revolwion. Martin Aııfursen Nexjs og Marie
Nielsens venskab og politiskı virlu 1918-24 (Copenhagen, 1990).

ı3 Richard Jensen, En omumleı ıilvarelse (Copenhagen, 1957) and Jeg fik /6 dr (Copenhagen, 1965).

ın Jan Valtin, Ud aİ mürkıı (Copenhagen, 1946).

ı5 Richard Jensen, Frem i /yseı (Copenhagen, 1946).

'6 Erik N6rgaaıd, Drgmmen om verfunsrewluıbncn [|l,Trııslen om big |21, KigenİOr bigen [3], and
Krig og sluıspil [4] (Copenhagen, 1985-86).

|7 Ernsı Clvistiaışcn - ııun fuı gik aııderledcs (Copeııhagen, 19@).

|t Aksel Larsen ser ıilbage (Copenhagen, 1970).

ı9 Ragnhild Andersen, I livets broııding (Coperüagerı, l98O; Villy Fuglsaııg, "Pasaremor" (Alborg,
1981); Villy Fuglsaıı& Som jeg lııısker deı (Aborg, 1985); David }Iejgaaıü I det laııge lob. En koıııınıııişıs
eriıüinger,3 vols (Copenhagen, l979-8l); Kai Moltke, ğ en socialistisk veteraııs eriıdringer (Varde, 1977)
and Mordet pö Kominıern (Coıpenhagen, 1976); il{artin Nielsen, '40 Ar i kamp fc socialismen",|-I\l, Laıü
og Folh 30 October 1959 - 5 November 1959; Ib N6rlund, Okıober. FOdı i 1917 (Copentııeerı, 1987);
Holger Vivike, Bagbord om (Copeüagen, 1983).

8 Ragrıhild Andersen and Helge Larsen, Vi blev reddeı denıu gang (Copenhagen, 1945); Cart Ctıristen-
sen, ,§om vi vor (Copeüagen, 1989); Poul Cfuistensen, Af en illegals eiııdringer (Copeüagen, 1976): Bgrge
Houmann, Koııununist uıüer besoııelsen (Copentıagen, 190); I(ai Molüe, Fire ör i fangedragt (Copen-
hagen, 1973); Martin Nielsen, Rapporıfra Sıuuhof (Copenhagen, 1948); N{artin Nielserı, Fangselsdage og
Fİngenauer (Copenhagerı, 1%9); Oskar Verner, Mhvej gik genııem Saclsenlıaıısen $ırtııs, llSl1.

2ı Elias Bredsdorf, Min egen hırs 191246 (Copeüagen, 1983); Mogeıu Fog, Efterskıift 19U45
(Copeüagen, t9'l6); Mogens Fog, Efıersbift 1945 og resten (Coıpnhagen, 1977); Claus Ingemann

Jgrgensen (et.), Ouo Gelsıed fortaJler (Copenhagen, 1969); Isi Grünbaum, Da miı lıdr blev grqnt (Copeılıa-
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memoiıs, a number of wriüen and audio,t4ed memoirs aıe availablc in various achives and private collections.
Since access o üe DKP aıchives wı§ not possible ıınril recently, tiıese memoirs have been of considerable im_
portance o scholars reseaıching the histcy of the party. They will remain imporıant too siııce üey consütute
üe main source of information concerning üe culnıre of Communisırı.

Dııring üıe short-tived renaissance enjoyed by the DKP dııring the 197fu and the early 1980s, varioııs
bibliographies reluing to the party were prepaıed. The works of several party leaders, as wğll as a number of
the party's well-known authors, were caalogued.a The bibüographies prepaıed by John llanserı covering üe
party's own pubücatiorsı are probably mce importaııE however, as aıe üe bibliographies pepared by Erik
Voss relating o üe cadres and documens published by üe pany.25

2. A Brief Ouıline of tlw Hisıory oİ tlıe DKP

The formation of Communist parties in Denmaıt, Norway and Sweden reflecg ıtııee distinct coııı§es of event§,
resulting from üe srength of the Social Democraıic parties, the poticy of üıeir leaders and the composition and
strengü of üe opposing gıoups within the partias. In Denmaıt the Social Democraıic Paıty was ctıaracterized
by reformism. The parry enjoyed strrong §upport among üe working class. Other factions remıined relatively
weak. Like üıe other scandinavian couııtrie§, Denmart was neutral in \ilorld war I. The discussioııs in üe laboıır
movement concerning üe war reached üıe Social Democratic Paıty in Denmark from outside. Nevertlıeless, the
stance ıaken on üe Zimmenrald movement was an effecüve eleınent in the esablistıment of sigıificaııt int€rııal
opposiüorı. Anottıer important factor was üe peıception of socialist priıpiples. The policy pıınued by üe Saiat
Democraüc Party in real life seemed inconsistent with üe progıammatic objectives. Espe.ially the poücy of
coalition wiüı üe Radicat Liberals pıırsııed by the party in general elections met with criticisrrı.

The most imporurıt focus of op,position wa§ to be found in the syndicalist current rııithin üe rade union
movement however. tt attach€d maiır importaıre to "direct acüon'. To some ext€;nt it was iııfluerıced by
American syndicnlism, arıd o some extent also by Norwegian syndicalism, which by then had become relaüvely
strong. The radical conscientious objection movemenı had its ıooıs in syndicalism too.

gen, 1988); Villar§ lanırı, Tveşiıü (Copenhagen, 1980; Carl lviad§eıı, Fortids ınorc ıııw (Copenhagoı, 1973);
Peter P. Rhode, Midı i en ismetid (Copenhagen, 1970).

z Sven Bager, Fra en brödlos rjd (Copenhagen, 1984); Rasmus Boııde-Iırseıı, Rodc ^Ras (Copeııhagen,
1983); C. Bronnum, Men klofun bliver mere rüd (tllümng,1967)l IQrl Ctıri§t§ısen, Min spaıskc big
(Copeııhagen, 1986); fuıdıea§ Fritz[ı€r, "l9l7-19 - brydningser i ııaıısk aıbejdeıtevagelse", Tidın,67
(1959); Bj6rn Meidell Niels og Alvüfu (Coperıhagen, 1982); Heııry Mogcnsen, Et er sikkırt - alt foraııdres
(A,rhus, 1987); J. Spçrling, En hilsen fra tols Spcrting (Coperıtıagen, t97l); Ejnr Iİ. Tonnesen, Brydningsdr
(Copenhagen, 1930); Bruno and Regina Wechselmann, Sldr bro fra kysı til ğsı (Coperüagen, 1989).

8 A bibliography on the DKP can be found in Jorgen Bloch-Poıılsen arıd Mgterı Thing, "DKPs hisorie
og den videnskabeüge historieforhlslrııingn, Socialisıisk politik, 4 (|977), pp.3248.

' John and Sanııe }Iaı§en, Biblbgrğ over Arbejdcrforlaget 1921-1941, Moııdes Forlag 1928-1940 og
Forlaget Tiden 1945-1978 Mddelfarı 1979); John llanseıı, En bibliogrfi over DKIJ og Daıımarks
Koııııruınisıislcc Parıi 1919-1Y73 o/jddeliaıi" 1975); John and Sanne Hansen, 40 Ers koıııınıııistisk tidssbifi
(Middelfart, 1976).

5 Erik Voss, ie8ısıranter over parıidohıınenıer, ııuddelelser fra Kominıern & Udenlaıüske , sigııerefu
artikler i den kommuııistiskı presle 1919-1n9 (Kolding, 1982); Erik Voss, ıtegdsrrant ü sklnlitıerore bidrag
til den komınııııisıislce presse 1919-1929 (Kolding, 1982); and Erik Voss, DKPs ludrer 1919-1929 (Kolding,
n.d.). Information on party leaders can be found in Morten Thing, "I-edelsen i Darımarks Kommunistiske
Parti l9t8-194|", Arbejderhisorie, 19 (Ocober 1982), pp. 234. Supplementary details caıı be fouıd in
Kurt Jacobsen, "Yderligere oplysninger om §ammeıüıetningen af DKP's ledelse', Arbejderhiston€, 20 (April
1983).
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In Maıch 1918 an accumulation of conflicts c8ıı§ed a şlit in üıe party, and }viuie Nielsen5 left üe
Social Democratic Party and founded the §ocıaluasi Arbejderparti. Via the SocialistComrıission in Stckholm,
üe new party wa!ı supporıed by the Bolshevils, and Lenin had chosen it o prticipate in ıhe establistımenı of
the Cominterıı. As eariy as üe şring of 1919, however, the pgty begaıı o di§integıaıe. By then opposition
elements in the Yoıü Associaıion had docided to break with üıe Social Democratic Paıty, and on 9 November
1919 they formed ühe Venstresocialisıisk Porrd, basing üe party on a Swedish model. The VSP participated in
üe Second Comintern congrc§s and changed its nıme a tıe Daıııııoks Koırıınıııistisb Parü.

In additiorı o the DKP, however, üıe syndicalist F§ still existed. The left wing of üe SAP had joiııed
üe FS, while the right wing tıad joind the new Communist party. In 1920 boüı üe DKP and the F§ published
üeir own daily newspapers, which sıırvived largely due o support from their ıcşoctive mcmbcrs. Thaııks o
Andersen Nexo's relations wiü the Russiaııs, it was po§§ible in ıhe spring of LV2| !o geı approval fo üe
establishment of a federation of the two ğganizaıions and a merger of their üwo newsppers. The new
coı§tnıctiqı was slıort üved however. A coup in Janııary L922lQd, o a şüt, uıd fg lbe ncxt eighıocn morıths
Denmaık had nvo Communist parties, of which only one was recognized by üe Comintern. This coııp şlit üıe
party along lirps not altogether clear. The main division was betrvecıı a left-wing rcformist and a syıdicalist-
revolutionary wing. Members' aüitrdq§ owards üe meıhods employed in ıhe coup aııd its main proagoniss
diüdd üc manberstıip ıoo, hoıvevcr, aııd ıo sotıığ ext€nt blıırrcdpotitical diftreııces. fuıd alüough üıe potics
did successfully merge in 193, factional coııilics continııed for üıe ıpıt twenty yeaıs3

ln |E29 üıe Comintern inıenıeııed in an 'Open l*tter" which removed rc leadentıip. Fc the next
eighteen months üe party was adııinisored from lvioscow ıhıough an ExR. At üıe same time, üe party chair_
man, Th6ger Th6gersen, was eıiled !o ivioscow, wherc he reınained ıııtil 1936. Direct conuol of üe party by
Moscow came to an end when a new leaderstıip was apıpointed; iı corısisted of ltııee rcllively yoıuıg people who
had all been rained aı the I;nin School in Moscow: Aisol lırs€n Q8ın-ln2), Martin Niclsm (190G62) and
Arne Muırh-Peterseıı. The older gencratio of leadcrs had effectively b€en replaceü A leadership had now been
establistıed ıiıat was charcarized by a higiı degıee of sıabiüty; it succeeded in holding on to power rigfu up to
üe crisis of 19568.

In many ways condiüons in Denmark dııring üe l920s favoıııed the developrıeııt of Commuııisın. The
unemployment ıate waı relıuively high, and eşecially dııring the yean lY26 iD 1929 sodat distcss was
wideşreaü Theıp was also acertain degıçc of qpoşiıion within the trade uııion moyeıneoılo Social Demoğaıic
leadenhip. The large General Workers' Union was a91 nffiliqt€d o üıe Coııfederation of Tradc Unions dııring
üat period for insunce. Sincc üıe DKP was paratysed by factional strife, however, it coııld ntc advantage of
üis genenl dissatisfrction only o a very timiıed Ef,tcnt.

The sinıadqı changed somewhaı aftrr 1929, when ıhc Social Democratic Party Find the governmenı
When, after a few yearş Deıırıaıt was hit by ıecession, ıhe numbcr of urıemployed ıprched ı rccad high. Since
Denmaık was a raw material impcıer wiü a manııfacaıring inüıstry mainly supıplying the dorııcstic maıtst, üıe
coııntry iniıidly beıpfited from doclining price§. Not ıınül |931-2 weıp üe full effecs of ıeccssion fell During
üese yean üıe DKP managed üıchannel agrcatdpal of üis disconrcnL particıılaıly byesülishinga movem€nı
among üe unemployed. Woıt was severely hampcrcğ however, by the harsh anti-Social-Dcmocratic rheoric
and the rigid organizatiorıal metiıods ısed dııring üe ulra-left period"

It is uı imporıant feanırç of üıis period that ıhe ideological polarizaıion ıhaı developed over üe yeaıs
caused a number of snıdents and young intellecnıals to §ırn to Communism, which was then considered o be
synonymoııs with 'modemity". Modern aıchitecüııe, modern painting, iazz, psychoanalysis, sgıual ı€fğın, etc.,
were increasingly associatcd with ıhc DKP. This is noı to say that they were sııpportcd by the rty; but it did
not oppose üem. As well as being a marginal working+lass culnııe during üe 1930s, Communism constituted
aıı impount facto in ttr,, kııltwkanpfof üe time. These activities also came o form the basis on which funıre
anti-Fascist opposition was conducted

DKP candidaıes were reurrned o parliament for the first time n |932; üıey secured L,l% of the vote,

and two sea§ in parliamenı At üıe same general election üe Saial Democra§ obtained 42.7% of ıhe votes. At
üe 1939 general election üe DKP won tiıree şas and secıued 2.4?o of.tIıe votes. The corıeşponding percenıage

' Morten Thing, "Marie Nielsen. En politisk biograii", ,4rbog for arbejderbevegelsens hisıorie ,5 (|975>,

pp. 5-58.

' For a detailed description of üese conflic§, see Kuıt Jacobsen, Mellem Kqbenlwvn og Mosba
(Copenhagen, 1989).
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for üe Social Democrats was 42.97o. [n oüer words, üıe l930s was a period of continuous pıogıess for üıe
paıty. Paıt of this successı could be atributed o üe stıift to a popular-front policy, which facüated an
accommodation of Communist policies o üe particular conditiorıs that prevailed in Denmaıtç wiü is smatl
inüısrial enterprises, small-şale capial, and a large and stong lower-middle class. Of coıııse, the ıole played
by the Soviet Union had an impacı Dcspite üe trials, etc., üe Sovieı Union wa§ an image raücr ıhan a ıeality;
an image of a land wheıp workers had ıakeıı over. At ıhe same ıime, the Soviet Union apearcd as üıe leadgr
of the arıti-Fascist struggle at üe time of the §paııish Civil War.

The non-aggression pact betweeıı the Sovieı Uniorı and Germany caıne as a stıak o üe DKP uıd
tumed progess ino decline however. Similarly, üe invasion of Finland by üıe Soviet Union in November 1939
made a strong imprassion on all the Nordic countries and cost the DKP dearly.

The DKP's days of glory began wiü ıhe German attack on the Sovieı Union on ü,lwıe 1941. The
party and is press had remained legal even afıer the acupation of Denmaık on 9 Apil 1940. On üıe 22 Jıuıe
194l üe party was declared i[egal and morç than 300 Dani§h Communisıs weıe inorııed" A bill was later
enacted by the Danish parliament which made membership of üe Communist party a criminal offeırce.

Unlike in Nonyay, üe Social Deınocratic Party in Denmaıt co-opcraıcd with the Germans. A national
coalition govenıment wa!ı formed and until29 Augııs t%3 üıis govenıment gave in o Germaıı dffıand§ in oıder
to keep the administraıive and üıo legal system in thc hands of the Danish aııthorities. Not a single voice was
raised in parüament against üe banııing of üe Communists. Theıeasoıing beiıiııd üıe Saial Demmatic policy
of collaboraüon was pıobably the expecıation ıhaı Genrıaııy woııld win the waı, and a wislı ıo keep Denmark
ouı of iı Initially this poücy probably had üıe suppat of ıhe workers. Gradııally, as the war went ont after Pearl
tlarboıır and satingıad, üis suppct was €roded however. Dııring the same perio4 üe Dkp built ııp a powerfrıl
and effıcient resistance movemeııt, which ıogeüer wiıh otlıer, rıon-Socialist, gıoııp§ wittıin üıe ıesisancc
movement became ttıe informal govenıment of the country from Septcmb€r l943.u The Social Democras did
not change üeir policy, and ıhey remained outside the resisance movement thıoughout the occupaıioı. The
DKP's efforts dııring üe war made üıe party a serious rival in ıhe issue of which pğty wa§ o represent üıe
working class during üıe early post-war years. Irdeed, a few abctive attompıs w€rt even made o merge üıe
DKP and tiıe Social Democratic Pafty.zg

3. Progranııu, Membership Figwes aııd Front Organizations

At ıhe second party congress in 1920 a progra[une was adçted thaı briefly c|aıified üıe position of ıhe prty
vu_d_vıs üe worting class and ıhe Social Democraıs, in addition o oııtlining iıs auinıde to üe issues of üıe
day.30 Only a few amendments had been madc !o üıi§ by the time üe party was admired o the Comint€rıı. A
more eıtensive programme existed after üe şüt in the p ty.3ı From the mid-l920§ onwards üıe party's
political prognıııme was identical o thaı of the Comintern iıself. Thus in 1928 tlıe Prograıııııu ğılu Comınaııist
Inıerıutiotul was published in Danish" The Ceııtnl Cgnmirec (CC) adoptod manifestş and appeals at ı€gular
intervals, but no geııeral, overall prograınme. Such a prognmme only evolved dııring the warİ following üe
dissoluıion of üıe cominterıı.

The party never had a particularly large meınbership . In L922 it had 1,200 member§, and less thaıı l ,000
between L923 and gn.In üe coıııse of üe 1930s membership rose; in 1936 it was aboııt 2500, and it may
have peaked at 5,000 in 1938.

Litüe reliable information exists concerning the social composiüon of üıe party. The ECCI ıEpoıt to üe

a On ıiıe DKP's policy dııring üe occupation see Ole BorgA, "DKP's enheds- og folkefrontspolitik 194G
45", Historievifunslab, |2 (1977>, pp. 67-127.

D Mogens Nielsen, Socialdeıııobatict og enludcn i arbejderbevagelsen 194345 (Copenhagerı, 1978).

3o Danmarks yenstresocialisıiske Parti. Progranı, Love og regulativ for Arbejdet (Copenhagen, 1920).

3| Program og Love for Danııurks koırııruınistiske Parıi t|923].

'z Vi kamper for eı sandı Demobati (Copenhagen, 1943); Folkets Vilje Landets Lov... (Cqentıagen,
|9M); Kommunisternes Prograın (Copenhagen, |94fl; uıd Deı dınslce folks ve1 (Copenhagen, 1951).
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Sixüı World Congıess estimated thaı üe propction of workers among üe DKP's members was 69%, aıd that
of employees |3.27o. The lauer fıgrıre probably includes clerks, so üıere carı be no doubt thaı it was a woıking_
class party. The proportion of intollectııals is estimaıed at L.27o. This caogoy was probably somcwhat larger
during üe 1930s, but even so it is reasonable o conclıde that in social terms ıhe pa$y waıı a woıting-class party
üroughout üe period. There was, however, a diffeıenı problem of composition, ııaııely üe conflict betıveeıı
indusrially developed Copenhagen and üe less developed p,rovinces. Ttıe facüorıal conflicts of üıe l920s acuıaily
şlit üe party inlo a Copenhagen faction and a p,oviırial facüon. This was the ıısııal paüerıı in Danish trade
unions too.

Originally, no special imporance was aü:rched o poliücal wort within rade unioıu. But from the mid-
l920s it became an importarıt field of activity, and üe DKP buitı up a soüd network of rade ıınioı sııpport,
nearly all at the local level. The DKP succeeded in winning üıe chairmarıship or the ınajority of üe places on
the commiuee of many locat trade unions. Oıüy in üe case of the Natioııal Union of Sokers was üe
chairmanstıip of a ııaıiorıal union won by a DKP caııdidatc üough. The poücy pursııed by the DKP folloşıed
üe guidelines laid down by üıe Comintern Tlıis meaııt that in Denmaıtç too, a Revolutioıary Trade Union
Opposition (Den rewlutionare fagoppsirjoz; RFO) was establistıed. It was §et up in lvIay 1932 and was fairly
active fq a few years. By and large, üe stralegy of organizing stikes failcd in Denmarlç however, aııd the RFO
never managed o oganize the oppositiorıal foıces within üe rade ıııion moveınenlğ

In ıhe coıınıe of time, the DKP established aıd dissolved a number of sırch ü lıoc g front
organizations. A few of them merit description however. One was the association Fricnds of the Soviet Union
(Soujeıuııioııeıs Venncr, StiV)İ which floııristıed in üe 1930s. Tbıough is periodical the SW disseminaıed
Sovieı propagaııda aıd arranged rips o the Soviet Unioı The association pıobably had aboııı 34.00 members
at is peak" During the Popular Fıont period üe DKP never managed o make anything ottıer than fragile
aüempts at unity with üıe Social Democrats.35 It ııras possible, however, to establish a hoad organization of
intellecnıa.ls, üe Liberal Culnıral Sruggle (Fnsiııdeı Küıwlcaınp), which walı very active between 1934 and
1939. Among is leaders were prorrıinent Social Demaraıic intellectuals, alüough üey participated withoııt
permission and in üıe face of pıotests from the Social Deınaratic Party's leadersiıip. The organization published

an iniluential pape\ Kıılıırlaıııpen CIhe Cultıııal Struggie), which had a ciıcıütion of abouı 2,000.

4. Tlıe DKP aııd ılıe Cominıern

The relaıigıship betıveen üe DKP aıd the Comintern always reflected üe smıll size of he party and üıe
unimportaırce of the country. In the early days the personal relatioıuhips betweeıı Andersen Nex6 and Kğl
Radek, Mihail Kobetskij aıd Oğo Wille Kuısinen played a major role. It was undoubtodly of considerable sig-
nifıcance thaı Akssl lJrsen, who becaıne chainnan in 1932, had for a time dııring his stay in the Soviet Union
from 19Z b L9;g associated himself with üe Zinoviev opposition. Leaders from the 1930s staıe thaı he was
noı well_liked by üıe Coıııintern leadership. Aı üe s8ne ti.me, Richard Jensen had practically been appoinıed by
üe Comintern, and he claimed to have good relations wiü many highly-placed figııres in üıe Comintğn, &o.
with Dimitıov.

Early on, Swedish aııd Norwegian leaders represerıted the DKP in Moscow. Later, when a Scandinavian
secreuriat was esıablished, üe Finı§ in paıticular dealt with Daııish maıters. Thus Küervo l\ı[ıııner was
entrusted wiü tinding a solution o üıe inricate Danis}, problem n l922,and subsequently Kuusinen ıook ov€r.

In 197z4 John Pepper (alias Jdszef Pog6ny) was briefly ExR for üıe DKP. At üe congres§ in lY25 it was the

German Wilhelrn Pieck who represenıed Danish interests, and in the following year Richard Gyptner visited ttıe

DKP. In 1928 Rictıard Sorge, a secret agent, waı stationed in Derımark in oder to assist üe party in

3l lorgen Bloch_Poulsen arıd Morten Thing, "DKPs faglige politik 1930-35: Den revolutionere
fagopposiüon", Hisıoievifu nskab, 9 ( 1970, pp. 7-93.

* on üe DKP's relaıions wiü üe Soviet Union see Morten Thing, "The Russian Revoluüon and üıe
Danish Labouı Movement", Socialismo Storia,3 (1990).

'5 A sıırvey of effors made by the DKP to ensure unity during üe 1930s can be found in Hans Erik
Avlund Frandsen et al., Planoltonomi & Folkefronı. Omkıing Socialfumobaıiet og DKP i ıııellembigstiden
(Copenhagen, 1979).
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implementing a cell stnıcuııe. Dııring üıe inter-party struggles of 1930 Heiıuich Wienecke wa§ s!ıtioned in
Denmaık" During the 1930s it becarrıe usual for DKP leaders o go ıo Moscow o seek approval fc their policies.

We have no deailed infcrrıaıion concerning ıhe flow of furds from the Cominterıı. For a period dıııing
üe 1920s they went via üıe KPD, which paid an amount coıT€sponding o üe salary of one official In the 193G
Richard Jensen, arrıorıg oıh€rs, was involved in üe trzmsfer of funds. It is dso possible thaı Cominrcrn
emissaries, who visited Denmğt fairly frequenüy ııp to 1932, might have brought moııey with them. Whatever
üe meüods and interırıediaries ıs€d, it does seem a§ if üıe party was subsidized thıoughout üe period. We knoş,
noüing abouı the size of üıe amounts however.

The bolshevizaıion of the DKP begarı by the late l920s with üe rçstnrcnring of the party into a cell-
type organization. Because of the small size of the party. gaographical cells were employed. Oııly in üe largest
ent€rrises were facory cells set up. As a rg.§ult of üis strategy, factions sympathetic to communi$ıı had been
organized on a wide scale by üe 1930s. In trade unions, §trıdont organizatiorıs, as well as in ftont organizations,
these factions weı€ an imporaııt factor in ensııring üe cqısidenblc inflırnce of the Commuııiss.

Originally, üe paıty was orgaııized in a way similar to the Social Deınocratic Pğty, wiüı locat
constinıency-based parties. Similarly. üıe party appaıatııs followed the Social Democratic patreru But as
bolshevism gaind gtound, feanııçs associated with Russiaıı democıatic centralism were also adat€d" Tlıus at
paıty congıesses it became normal pracüce o elect the Ceııtral Committee cn bloc, which meanı üıat in ıealiry
it was appointed by üe existing Cennal Commiuee. Between meetings of üıe Cenral Comminec üe sccrstariat
(which was briefly ıerıııed ıhe poliıbııro) acted as üıe prty leadership. Ttıe secreariat had a number of cerıtral
functions, irıcluding üe administraüon of the rade union secretarial the newsp4er, aıd üıe publishing hoııse.
The country was divided ino a number of disricts. Below üıe districts werc üıe party cells.

5. Tlıe Press

When üe party was foıınded in l9l9 a weekly newspaper Arbejdct (laboıır) was also established" At üe time
of üe parliamentary crisis around Easter 1920 it became a daily paper, arıd its name was subseqııently changed
a Arbejderbladet (tlıe Worter's Paper) after üıe formaıion of the Federation in |Y2l. l|ttet the 9n coııp iı
conünued as a weeLly, and the other Communist party also esıabli§ıed is own weekly under üe name of KJassc_
ltaıııpen (the Class Struggle) QEn$. Dııring the mid-l920s Arbcjdcrbladcı had ı ciıcıılatim of 6,000, falling
ıo around 4,000. Afıer 1930, however, is circulation began o climb once again. In 1934 it bec8me a daily
new§paper again, and by 1935 iı had a circulation of abouı 7,000, ıeaching 12,000 by l%0. In 1935 a wceLly
paper waıı also established in Juılaııd, üıough it failed to have uıy major impacı In 1936 a weekly paper
associaıed with üe 

^rbcjderblad., 
appeared aııd continued to do so urıtil 194l (it was iniüatly called

Arbejdırbladcıı Ueebld (ihe Woıter's Paper Weekly) but in 1940 it was renamed Ugeııs El*o (Wcekly Echo));
it achieved a circulation of benveeıı 16,000 ard l7,m0. Between 1933 aıd 1937 the party pubti§ıed a theoretical
joıınıal, Koıııınaııistisk rldssffiı (Commıııis Joıımal), which was ı€nıned Tiıhı (tııırc,) in 1936.

Shortly afor bcing banıp4 the DKP began publishing an undergıound p4er, aiginally alldPolitiskı
Maaııedsbreve @oliıical Monthly lrton) but soon renamed l-aııd og Fok (Iarıd and People). Iı became gıe
of the most widely circulated underground papers in the country. in addition to this, üıe DKP published a large
number of local papers.

6. Problems and Perspectives

Thıoughout its existence the DKP has had ıo coexist ıviü the Social Deınocraıic Party. Iıı this respect it
probably does not differ from any other Communist party. But in Denmark (and in Scarıdinavia generally)
ttıroughout üe period of the Comintern üe Social Democraüc Paıty was üıe unchallenged leader of ıhe worting
class (wiü üe exception of üe period 1943-5). This leadership was reflected in voting figıııes, but also in üe
worker§' active support of üıe party and the rade unions. Aı üıe same ıime, üe Social Dernocras weıe members
of üe coüüon govenıment from I92943.It was importarıt to the DKP ıo undersund üis şecial relıuionstıip
between the Social Demaratic Party and üıe wcking class. Alüough all discıssions were always based on üe
tactics advocated by the Comintern, üıe problem of how o peıceive the Social Dernocra§ and thus how o
perceive üemselves also stıaped discussions of tactics. These discussiors fluctııaıed between oal rejection and
otal disillusionmenı Toal rejection could take the form of a concept of berayal, according o which Social
Democraüc poücies were seen as a betrayal of woıking-class interests, a betrayal, however, ıhat üe working
class was incapable of seeing for what it was. It was üe task of üe Communists !o "introducg corı€ct policies
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from wiüout". This otal ğection couid also take üıe form of accusaüons of simple ctpating, according !o which
üe "righı-wing Social Democraıic cüque of leaders" was consciously pulling the wool over woıters' eyes. This
patıern of üought was widespread dııring üıe ulra-left perioÖ when tiıe policy being atrıEked by the DKP was
termed Social-Fascisl It was then considered üıe respoıuibility of the DKP to expo§e üıe policy for whaı it was
arıd o tear üe masses away from üis fraudulent leadership. Toıal DKP disillu§ionnı..t as a poücy was shct_
lived, however; it lasted for only a brief period in ıhe mid-l920s when some of üıe leaders seriously consideıed
üsbanding the parıy.

Only dııring üe Popular Front period 1935-9 were üere signs of a differçııt apprcach o üe Social
Democratic Paıty. Possibly in üe light of defeat in Germarıy, attempts aı uniry led o an apreciaiiqı of üıe fact
that üe dominant posiüon of üe Social Democrats was due to genuiııe satisfacüon on üıe parı of workers. Thus
unity would have to be built on üe conc€pt of feasible common inteıpsts between Communists and Social
Democras in üıe short term uıd diverging interesıs in üe long tcrm.

The perception of üe Social Democıaıic Party, of unity and of Fascism also fcırıed the basis for üıe
establishment of opposition gıoup§ out§ide üıe party. Tlıus from 1934 a Braııdlerian opposition gıoup existed,
and fıom üe following year a Troskyio arıd a syndicalisı gıoup; they reınained wealc aııd virnıatly wittput
influence however.36 Orıly after üıe Moscow rials and in reaction o developmenrc dıring üıe Spaııish Civil
War did opposition of any impctaııce spıead among studeıııs and intellecuıals. Several of these gloup§ continııed
as underground orgaııizaıions arıd participated in üıe rpsisunce.

The trials, üıe Spaııish Civil War and üıe non-aggıession pact al§o had significanL üıough varying,
effects wiüıin üe DKP. Suarıgely, üıe rials were accçted wiıhotıt much disseıuion - and led o only one case
of expulsion. Only the opposition made an issue of üe role played by Communists in üıe Civil War; in the party
iself it was viewed as a her,oic p€riod Aıound 500 Danes look part in the Civil Yiar; CI% of üem werc
Communiss or Communist sympaıhizers.3?

By conrasç üe non-aggression pact came ı§ a siıock o üe party, and led to ınany resignatiorıs. The
preceding period of anü-Fascist activiıy made the pa§t particularty hard to acc€pl Buı undoubtedly the many
resignaıiors also reflected an escalation of dissatisfaction: members had meeily accepted the rials and thc
slaughtering of the opposition in Spain, but üıe non-aggression pacı was simply ıhe last straw. When the
Russians invaded Finland on 30 November 1939, a wirch-hunt was begun against the DKP, and Aııdersen Nex6's
books were püücly burned.

Perhaps üe most imponaııt succ€ss of üıe DKP dııring üe Comintern p€riod was the cı€aüon of a
şecifically Communist cultııre. It developed as a miınrity cuhıre, with üıe §pecial distiıptive aıd protective
featuıes tiıat ctıaracıerize, for instance, reügious §ect§. tt lent o the DKP enonnous psrchological §ğength aııd
considerable social peıseveıan@. hrty life became such uı imporoııt part of the life of üıe individıul thaı it
tended to become üe cohesive frcor in ıhat life, üe very focus of one's idaıtity.

A particular featııre of Danish Communist cultuıe was üıe iınporaııce of tip nlliance wiüı üıe
intellecnıals. This alliance is vividly illusrarcd by üe fact thaı foıır of üe most important Düıistı aıücs of üıis
century, Andersen Nexo, Ouo Gelstod, }Ians Kirk and tlans Scherfig, weıp Commınisı§. But p,rominent

aıchitpcts, enıertainers, docors, painıer§, erc. werç also Communists. This alliaıpc led o a sort of fusion betwecn
working_class culnııç and intellecnıal culıııre, so üıaı Commıınisı cultıııe diff€red from Social Demooat culnııp
by, for instance, üe high priority it gave to reading üteratrııç, !o tiıeağ€, to arq etc. Similarly, a distincüve
Communist cultıııe of fesüvity evolvd maıked by üe many pıogressive artists who participated in üe festivities
or who dccorated the venues.

Later, it was üe involvement of the DKP wiü üe resistance movement that mırch iniluenced the DKP
in the post-war and post-Comintern years. But ıhe basis on which üıe prty had been able o take part in üıe
resistance was laid in üe 1920s and 1930s. The development of Communist cultuıe and tiıe prioity given o
combating Fascism were iıs two principal componen§.

Trarıslated by Lena Fluger

3o A sıırvey is included in Steen Bille laısen, Mod Strommen. Den lommuııistislrı "lojre"- og "vensıre"-
opposition i 3}-ernes Danmark (Copenhagen, 1986).

" Canten Jorgensen, Fra Bjelkes Alll til Barcelona. Danskı frivillige i Spanicn 19j6-39 (Copenhagen,

1986), p. 105.
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