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The Communist Party of Great Britain, l!r2O-L943

The Commıınist Party of Gıeat Briııin (CPGB) was fouııded in l92$l92l ıınder the impens of üıe October
Rerolution aııd the reııolutioııry waw which shook Eınope at ıhe eıd of üıe first world wr. Uüke the main
Communist Parties of contincnal Eıııope, iı was noı born ouı of a split in a mo§ pcty claiming adhacırce o
}vtarıisrı buı from the frsion of a nıımber of srnall lviar:ıist aııd serıi-}vlarxist agaırizadons.
Like the Briti§h Saialist Pğty (BSP) aııd oüer }viaı:rist gı]oııpg which preceded it, üe @Gg's real possibiliües
of gıowü and inflırncc şrcrp limited by beiıu a revolutioııary pğty in a nm-ıevolutionary sinıatioı. Never mce
than a very sınall section even of muııul wders, who conpriscd a majcity of üıe occupied population,
emb,raced ıEyolutionry kleas eva whcn participating in miıitant inüıstrial stnıggles, of whic,h üıe gereral strite
of |926 was üe nost notabb. Tic large aııd ıınited trade-ıırıion moyeııent, and üc kboıır hty formed at üıe
beginning of üe nyeııtbth ccnuıry to give it potitical ıEpıesentıüon,8rew in sizc and sreııgü. Eniıying üıe
adrıanoges of parliamenıry dcmocrry and expanding legal righg bol§tcıçd by marcrial bcnefiı§ from üıe
empiıt, üe Briüsh labqır ııxyvcm€ot evolvod from Libcral radbalism to Fatir scial ıçfgmism, acquiring
elements of syndicalisın in thc years of laboıır ıınıest immediaıely pior o üe first worid war. Only in l9l8 did
the Iıboıır Prty ad@ a §ociali§ı pogramrncı

Wiü ı mcmbership varying from aboıı 2J00 in l92SlV2| a 18,000 in 1939, and ıerching is higha*
point of 56,000 in l%2. thc CPCİB was always oyenıhadowcd by üc Iaboıır Party, which wiü i§ pedomiııanüy
nade_unigı affiliations recordcd a membership flucuıating benreen jııst under two million and over foıır million
in üıe şmc perioü In the l920s üe l:boıır Faty replaced the Lib€ral Party as the altcrnative leading party in
Briıain, forming the governmenı n |EU and l99-193l. In the general elecüon of 1929 üe taboıır Party's vote
had risen to 8,360,000 as competd with a toal of 50,00 obained by üıe tw€nty-five Communisı caııdidates
who stood- Ilence the qııestion of the CPGB's ıclationship o üıe lıboıır Party was a crucial and hoüy debated
one ıhıoughoııt i§ histtry. A§ IN. Undasynov has pointed out, "the stnıgge of the CPGB for üe united ftıont

in Engİand assııned almct from re beginning a pıronoııııced $ıırcgic chaıacter", taking spocific forms differerıt
from thşe of oüıer coınmıınist hrties.t

Despite the üı§nic mıss ımSoymenı in Britain between the ıvars, rising o rerly thıee million in
1931_1933, üe radicalizaıion of the masses pıpdictod by the Cominorn did not tate place. liowever üıe CPGB
was able, üıough i§ dynanic canpaigning on immediaıe issıes, ıo play in some important şheıes a part in
Britistı left_wing politics oıt of dl pworton to i§ meınbership aııd electcal suppcl As Eric Hösbwm has
notc( it 'developed a firsı-raıc gıoııp of nıtive prolctarioı leader§ much earüer than many much larger parties
of its tind'.1 They woe to rcmain in ıhc badenhip of the CPGB from the l920s till the 1950s and 1960s,
coııferring qı iı a great€r sabiliry ıha ctıarrcterised üe leadership of many oücr Communisı Partios. Their
Achilles' heel ıras th€ir lo!ıatty b M6cow. Their implemcntatiaı of the shifting instıtıctioııs of üıc Comiııtem,
ıhoııgh on occasim proccdedby somc scrioıısıEsi§ıaııcci proved a liability which discıedited ıhe party and often
cut acToss üe efforts !o build ııp wo,ıting class and progressive unity, to which it had commiued itself.

The CPGB was alwıys a legal yarty. However in ıhe nverıtie.s and early ıhirties many Communist
activiss were imprisoned under a variety of larvs ancient and modern. In 1925 twelve of üıe party's top leaders
were jailed for six o nı,elve mmths fg şdition. The CPGB leadership expected ıhat ıhe party would be sup
pressed on üe outb,reak of war in 1939İ The possibility of such action was coıısideıçd by a Cabinet Committee
late(, in Juıııary and February l94l, but was rejecteda However üe prty's paper, üıe Daily Workel, wa!ı
banrıed ımder a Defencc RegulıUion ftom Juıııary l91l üU Augıst 1942, üıough is weekly and monthly journals

ı I.N. Undasynov, Koııımıııisry i lejboris*kaja Partija, l9l9-1n3 (Moscow, |979';, p.238.

2 EJ. Hobsbawm, Laboııring Men: Sudieş in l-aboıır Hisıory (London, 1969), p. 237. Emphasis in
original.

3 Communist Party Aıchive (iındon), }Iarry Poltir's Notes, 5 August 1959, on 1939-194|, p,2.

'Noreen Braııson, Hisıory of ılu Coıııııuıııist Parry of Greaı Briain, 1927-1941 (London, 1985), pp.
315-319; Kevin Morgan, Agaiıst Fascism and War. Ruptııres and Conıinüties in British Communist Politics,
19j54l (}viarıchester and New York, 1989), pp.23624:2.
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were alıowed to continııa
Thgp is a remutably large liteıaune on the CPGB. Along wiü üe aıailable dmary sources iııdicated

in the Appendix, üerg has since the l960s becn a gıowing nııınber of sccıuıdary sodies comprising several
hundıed tiıles. The mo§t importaııt of üese fc an ovctview of oıır period aıe mcntioned in üe footnotes. They
includc boüı hi§ttrbs of üe party c of substıntial periods of is life. and books, articles and acadeınic üıeses
dealing wiıh particular a§peca of is activity. Aıticles, review§, conroversial discııssion and ıeports of
confgtııces on CPC}B hismy r€ ü, be found pctbularly n Labı.f History Rcıieı, (forıııeıty Bullctiı of tIıe
Society fc the Srıdy of lıboıır HiSğy) and §ocıalut History loıgıul (pevioıısly Oır Hisıory Joıırııal,
publistıed by the CgıımunistPrty Histmy Grcup, now thc Socialist Hi§ilory Saiety).

]. Forııaıbn aıü possiblc pcriodizobn

The formation of üe CPGB took place in tlıı€e sages ftm l9t8-192l. Fıom ıhe end of the war in l9l8 üıe
first tenotive discussims eıçloing co{pğadm ıook place between the ıcpresentatives of the l,iandst BSP and
Socialist Iaboıır kty (StJ) and üc non-Ilirıist Indepcndcnt lıboıır kty (UJ). Fırı lvlach l9t9 to }viay
1920 mgt serioıs tnftı weıt held bctrccn üc BSP, SLP, Wgters' Saialig Rdeıaıion (WSF) and §oıdı Walcs
Sociatist Society wiü a view üı ıtrcir ıııificaüm. The finet sıage ftıom lıdıy 1920 b Janury l92l sıw the ca[ing
and holding of tş,o Communist Unity Convaıtims hingng aboıt the fusion of üe main ıeııolutionry parties
and gıuıps ino a singb CommunistPrty, whe efFtinüon to the Commımisı Imcrıııionat was ııııanimoıısly
agrcod. Thc fir§t and mos inpctanl of tbc ırıs hcld in tondm ftom 3l July - l Augııst 1920, embrrcing üe
BSP, üe lrgest of the foııding ğgnizıdm§, thc Comnımist Unıy Gıoup, cornpising ı gıhantial miııcity
of üe SLP, and a variety of 8roııps including socialis societies and Guild Communists. The secgıd Convention
was held in lJeds on 29 - 30 Janııary l91 and effected the merger wiüı the CPGB principally of üıe
Commımist t aboıır kty, re,presenting rcvolırioıarias in the Scoaish §hopStewrds' aıd }Vorters' Commiüee
Iııloveıneııt, uıd Sylvia Paııkhıırst's WSF, çıhich had ıçııanıed itself, oı its own ıeşmsibiliğ, Communist kty
(Britislı Sectigı of üe Third lııternaıional). After the ILP's Easter l92l conferencc tud ıe}rcted nffiliation 19

üe Commımist Iıırcıaatfoınal (C[) by 52l votes to 9f, one or two hımdred members of the lıft_lYing Gıoup in
the ILP İrired üe C?CiBj

The periodisaıion of the subscqııcnt hi§ıay of the parq}, up b 1943 suggestcd bcbw rclııcs o üıc
chmgng strategic öjcüırcs aıd politicıl piciücs deumining its wat at diff€rcoı stages of its hisıry. They
falt wiüin üe broad paamctrs of Comintcrn §traıcgy in ıhc ccreşoııding periods:

|!2l-|WI: Building a Lcninis party cicated ıo miliıqnt industriat struggb and o sccııring a lıboın
goy€nıment as the next staga

1928-|933: nCla§s 
Egain§t CXass"-straıcgy wiüı btal op,position o the Iıboın krty.

t933Octdcr 1939: Suugglc fc Unitcd R,ont uıd People's Fhorıt agains Briüsh Natioal Goverıım€nt
uıd againstFasisn and tr|r.

Ocober l939-Jııne 194l: Campigp again§t'imperiılist wr" and fc a ?coplc'§ Peace'.
Juty 1941-1943 (continuing üll 1945): Sııpport fc naümal ınıity roıınd üe Chıııchill goııernmerıt in

the uıar against the Axis powenı.

2. Strategic Goab aııd Party Progroıııtus

The "fuııdamental bases of commıuıist unityn, on which üe party was fcırıed, were agreed o be "(a) üıe
Dictatorship of the wo,rting class; O) üıe Soviet §ystem; (c) üe Third International"j The Ocober Revolution

5 James Klugmann, History of tlıc Coııımı;u.isr. Pwry of Great Biıain, Vol. l ([.ondon, 1968), pıp. 16_69,
161-165; LJ. lı(acfarlarc, Tlıc Bütlsh Coııııruıııisı Poty. Its oigin aıü daıelopınent ııntil Ing ([oııdon,
|966),w. |7-72.

6 Commııııisı Unity Convenıbn (I-oııdon, 31 Iu!1, ıııd 1 Aııgııst, 1920). Oflica Reporı ([ordon, 1920), p.
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pıınilıen.7 lloweıı€r, uriü the meJting aıyay of üe miliant shotrstewğds' I\ılovenent builı ııp in the war and
üe rryid disrypeoance of üe Coırcils of Action cfeaı€d in the "Iiands off Rııssia" moyenrcnt in Augıst 1920,
a §oviet ıevoluüon was reoogDised ınt to be on üe imııudiaıc agaıda lğin's argııırcoı iı hıs "Iğt-Wing"
Coıııınaııism - an lıfaııtik Disorder fc woting for a lıboın goyernment as the nexı step wa§ rccepted-ı

Tbe CPGB's Electiıo tıfanifego oi l9A, aftg the defeat of üe first Labqır goyeınmcııt, declaıçü "The
task of tbc mment is o ıçnırı a Iıboıır naiır§ at üe pıesent electim, in ıeply o thc cballengc of üıe
c4italist class. Bııt it warıs thc wgters that a new lıboıır govenıment will not bıing emarcipation ıınless they
aıs püısparcd to figbt fc a clıss trogranrc and to b,rcak ıhe ıesisarcc of üe capialiss.d llowover üıe party's
prcgnınmc for thc ncxt gcııcral elcüon, B |929, entitled Class agaiısı CJass, ıeprcccncd üe "New Line'
apıpoved by iu tenü oongrc$ı at ıhe bcginning of that yeğ. In plre of üe realisfu objecüve of a Iıboıır
govcnııııent, it calted for a "RevoluÜonary Wo,ıtcrs' Government". outlining an "Immcdiaıe Rogramme of Ac_
tion" it chimed thaı 'the §truggb for refams in the prasent period leads o rerolution'.ıo

kadoıically it was in Februğy 1935, when üıe CPGB was in the pooess of ıevising ttpse ımreal
perspectitls, üat it laıınched is pmphlctfor Sovict Briuh. This rvas introdııccd as "a şecial pogramme fc
üe immediaıe siüıation" in kecping wiü ıhc Cominıern's adqtion aı the end of 1933 of "Soviet Pow€r" a§ thg
gereral slogan fc all its sectios.ıı Saiali§a could not be €§tabli§hcd in Britain thıoııgh ı parliaııentary
majority. Iı ıequired a wdcrE' ıcıolııioo boscd m wctc(s' courcils exeıcising 8 wortğs' dictaıcship.ız

Inacasingly aftcr i§ adqtio For Soııiıı Briıoiııwas pusM ino üe bacigıoıınd by üo mııciı brcadcr
united and people's ft,ont policbs fa which thc party was canpaigning. iloırev€t, ı new Dnft Pııogrammc issııed
in Augıısı 1939 for d€baıo and ıdçtio by the party cmgrcss scheüıled for ıhaı octobcdl ığain€d ıhe party's
traditiomt Soviet corcçtion. It envisaged a üctaıoship of üıe Wcting Class, bascd on wortğs' coııııcils and
a 'central popıılr assembly". This woıld ıeplre hıliamenğ would not bc diıectly elecrcd by universal sııffrage,
but would compise dclegarc.s chosen by local and disrict courcils, üıemselves elccted ftom workplrces.ıa
Alüougb şıch a peıspecüve was silenüy dıoeeed aft€r l94l, it would not be until l95l that it would be
expüciüy ıepudhrcd.ı5

j. Rclubıship ıo ılu Lüoır Prtl

Two issucs of majo caıEorı€rsy hced the Communist Un§ Conııention of 1920. The first was that of
participatbn in pliaırentıry clcctiıns, which was apıoved "as a valııable meaıı§ of pçoguda od agitıtfoın
towrds ıpvolution" by 186 yote§ üı 19,ı6 and was in subseqırnt yeanı to become gencıally accepted in the
party. The second was üe prcbl€m of the CF6B's ıelatioıship to üıe lıboıır Party. üverging views qı this aı

1 A Callfor a Coıııııuııist Party Q July 1920), quoted by Klugmann, Hisary ü ılu CPGB, Vol. 1, p. 36.

t V.I. [.enin, CollcctedWorks, Vol. 3l (Moscow and Lorıdon, 1966), pp. 81-89.

9 Coırıınınist Poty of Greu Binin Election Mağeso (Iondon, I924),p. 4.

'0 Crcss agaiııst Class. Tlu Geıural Election Prograınııu of tlıe Coırıınuııist Paıty of Greaı Briıain 1929
(London, IV29), pp. 5, |A32.

|| For Soviet Binin ([ondon, 1935), p. 5.

L2 lbid,pp. L9-29.

ıl It was not in fact helü

" DrCt Prograıııme ıo be Sııbmiııed ıo ılu l6ıh Parry Congress (London, 1939), pp. 3E-39, 41.

'5 See M. Johnstone, "Early Communist Srategy for Britain: An Assessment", Marxism Todgy,
§eptember 1978, pp. 287-293.

|6 Coırııruınisı Unity Conventbn, pp. 9-2|.

J

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



that time ıefl€ctod ıhe üffertnt tıaditbns of üe two main prties (BSP aııd SLF) ftom which üıe new puty's
members had been drawı. The issıp was tı ıEmain thıoııghout üe CPGB's histgy a rcıııring soıırce of con-
tro\,€rsy and rcassessmeoı After a full debarc üe Convention vorcd by a ııaı[)w margin of l00 votes to 85 o
apıply fc ıfFliıtioo to the lıboın hty, !o whbh the BSP had bcen affrliaıed.ı7 Conseqııently on l0 Augııst
1920 sırh an eplicaıim ws addıtssed to the Natioal Exeoıtive of thc tıboın hty, bıi was rc}rcted"ıı
Fundamconl diffeım wiü üe Communist hty on issııes of pcllarenıry democncy and ıerolutionary
violercc weıç süpsscd aı thc lıboın hty cmfeıences of 1921, |9n, lY23 arıd |Y?A, when Commıınis
appücaıios for affiliatio weıe uırncd doqm by lrgp majgities. At üe lY?A afi 1925 l$our Party conferences
Commımisıs wcıe officially depriyod by smıll mıİrities of üıe right, which üey had hiü€rto €njoye( !o be
individıral membcrs of thc Iıboıır Paıty, uıd m lY25 nffitiated traĞ-unions werç asked not to choşe therı as
dolegıtcs o lıboıır hty corıfemnces. In frt, at üe €nd of |9?6, ıirıe wers stiU lJ44 Commuıists belonging
o üıe lıboın Party as indiyllıı8l m€mbcfs, ün |Wl Communiss lite ilrry Folliu weıç üle o §peak at thc
Laboıır Prty confare as mcmbcrs of their uade.ımbn dcleguions.l9

Coüımımists plııyed an impctant part in üe National Left-Wing l\ı[orıement (NL\UM), which was
fcıııed shctly aft€r thc gpmal strite ud embrıcçd nıımbcrs of leftc,rd moving lıboıırParty and ILF membcrs
and orguisııioıs. Iüı şcmd mnıul confcıtnco in Sçrcmber l97 claimed to ı€pre$nt 150,000 membeıs. Most
came tom disaıElintçd IıboE hde&ı Aı ıb Cmmuni§t Puty's ninü congıas m lYTl emphasis wa§ put
on helpiıg tbc NLŞıM b build Q ı ıgvolutiory Saialig omqüüm in üc tıboıır futy o rtplre iıs "mosı
rertioıury of the mfoHle class hııoaırıaıb leafus' by "miütant wuting chss fighters'.a

In üe nexttwo yers this appıorch to thelıbourfuty uıas compleıcly ısv€rsodaftcr aperiod of hectb
inffi-pğty strugglc following ıtc inıcrverio of thc Comingı. In Jmııry l!i28 üe CFGB's Centrıl CmmiğE
dehrcd ud ryovod by 16 rıocs o 6 a thcsis cnülcd "Oıısclvts and the l$oır Piltyn. whici esscntially
reatrrmed üıe party's pıevious positio.z ltrowevo, following üe Britistı Commission of the Ninth Pleııum
of üe Eıcoıtive Cmmiuec of the CI (ECtrD the next month, the liııe was changcd by degıecs and tbroughout
1928 and l99 bccame moe and mce hostile to the lıboıır Party. The CPCiB's teııth congıess in Juıııry 1929
declaed ıiut "ıhe Party mııst aıoid cıcating üe illusiqı that it is possible o ıeform the lıbour Prty and foıce
üe leadcrs to figfu".a Agafurst the ıecommeııdation of the Ceııral Coınmiuee üıe congress decided by 55 votes
to 52 thaı Commınisıs shoııtd leave üe NLWM, which led o its being disbaııdcd shctly afterwad§.ı Tho
elcvenü coııgıtss" hcld aı üc cod of l99, pushed thg T.[eır Line" eııcn frırther. The lıboın Goverıımenç whbh
had corc ino officc six mmths ptvioısln had 'ahcady begıın o siıow cbaly it§ Social_F8si§t crractcr,
naıncly a policy d Fa§ci§m ud violcnt surısdm of thc wcting c!ıss, conccabd by lcgll dcmffiatb and
Socialist phraseobg7". Iı was "ı govcrırcnt of rred aürck <ıı üe Soviet Union". Thc 'pscııdolıfs" w€ıp
its "rnain pıqın.ğ Any idea of affilicüon to üıis "thiıd capialist paıtlı' was ıpw abandoned-

In ıhe two yers aftcr ıccciving instrııction§ from the
Comintcrn in tviaıch 1933 to approach üıe leaders of social{emocıatic parties for "iıint rctions againsı fascisrn

|1 lbid,pıp.3G59.

ıı See ıhe exchange of ccıeşondence on this in Tom Bel]rTlu Britl§h Coırıınıııist Parıy: A Slort
Hisary (Loıdon, |937), pp. 6347.

l' Branson, Hisrıory of CPGB, pıp. 5, 9-10.

a See tv{acfarlane, Tlıc Brltish Coııuııııııist Party, w. 189-19.

^ Report d Niıüh Congrcss oİ CPGB, Ocober |927, qwtrd ibid., p. l93.

2 Coırımınisı Policy in Greaı Britairı (Laıdon, l92E), pp. |32-L52; Tlu Nevıı Liııe (Iondon, |929), p, 23,

a lbu.,p.83,

a lvtacfarlaııe, T lıc B ritis h C oııııruıııist P - ty, pp. 223 -29.

r Resolwioıs of tlu lLth Congress of tlıc Comınıııist Porty of Great Britain ([ondon, L929'), pp. 9, L5.
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and üe c@ialist offensive'İ the CFGB stcp by step discded is "Class agaiııs Class" anugoism o üe
I_aboııı Prty, which lıowa,er şıırned its unity pıqosals. In 1935 it commiccd itself wholücrıcdly o wort
for üe ıeuırn of ı Iıboın goveıııneil.' To caıtribute to üıis iı withdıeşı dl but nro of its candilaıcs in üe
geırral elcction that Noveınber. lmneOlaelv after the electbn it ryüed for affiliıtion o üe tıbon Party.ı
This şıas nırııed down by lJ28,000 vdes b 592,000 aı the 1936 kbqr Prty confeıtrca §ubseqırııı aucmptı
to forgc a ıuıited ft,ont ftibd in facc of thc Iıboın leadcrship's bans and pıoscriptions. Itrowcııçr until 1939 quitc
a nıımbcr of Cqnmımists wctcd inside the t.abqır Paty cocealing üıeir CFGB membcrship.!

Whils üıe CPGB from 1935 r.€e,@d üe objecüve of a people's tıonç iı insisd üıt in Briıain 'oıır
fırsı job is b bring about ınity wiüin the taboıır l\ilovcmcot" raıhcr üan trying "b ryply o üıis coııntry in a
pıırety mechanical fashion mcHs that havu bc€ıı ı§ed in Rance ğıd SFin wiü their Dtally diffcrcııt poliücal
corıditions'İ Howev€r in 1938-1939 it campaigııed fa a b,ıoad Unitcd Peec Alliance, which could be na step
o a Feople's honı, as could ofu fams of elecual agı€€m6t bctweeıı lıboıır and Demmatic forces', led
by üıe laboıır molcnıGnt, o hing down Chambcrlıin's Natioal Cıoverıımenlıı

In Juty 1939 the Comnunist Party oce agıin pplfod f6 ıffiliıtion to ıhe kbour hty, suassing, ia",
ıhe advantagcs of eliminaıing competing caııdidanırçs in elcctions.3ı In Novembcr, after ıho CPGB t ad adoptcd
an aııti_warliıp, its Centrıl Commitoc adoıpod aıesolution indicating another ciange. The deınand foaffiliıtion
wa|ı iln, ıo be sogn a§ 'ı lwcr of stnıgglc agdırst thc official HaOcrsnb and pdigy" of üe lıbqır hrty. In
electims the Commımis kty coııld 'in no casc gıpqt a Iıbqn codidaıc who is ryqtiııg thğ imperiali§t
goyerııment and is wğn, bü woııld wort fc anü-wr candilaıe.şj'

Aft€r üc Sovbt Unim cnrıpd the wr in l94l ıınity wiü the kboıır hty ııas once again soughı and
atrliııion ryplied fcİ ttis was dcbagl at the 1943 laboıır kty cofeıre. Iı was ıeirtcd by 1951.000
vote§ to 7l2"0m, afu a debar in whici iıs sııı€ment of Novembcr 1939 uııs quotcd !o rgue that it was ı
"thcoughly ıııırcliable" organizationİ

4. Relatioıs wiıh tlu lıfupeııdcnı Labıır Party

In |92ü|92| üe 37,00Gstong ILP, which had decided to wiüdrarv fronı üe Second Internatioııal, explored
but subseqııently ıejecıcd nffiliation o üe Commımis Inteınatbıul. The eıperiencc of the world economic çisis
and of iviacDonald's §ccoı,d laboıır govcflım€nt (l99-193l) pushd thc ILP to thc left, leading it, aı iıs July
1932 confcıencc, to disaffiliaE ftm üre l$oır kty. Iııtcıtst was n§, eıprcsscd by ILF leadcrs in developing

r laboır Moulü!, Vol. 15, No.4, April 1933, gp.267-269.

' See Braısgı, Hisnry oİ CPGB, pp. 147-148.

r Sen ibid., pp. l5Gl55.

ı lbid,,p. 157.

il Harry Pollin in It Can Be Doııc. Report of ılu Foıırıeenth Congress ğ tlu Coınıııııııist Parry of Greaı
Briıain (Lorıdon. 1937), p. 50.

3ı Resolution of üe Fifteeıüı Congıass of üıe CPGB, in For Peace and Pkrrt, (London, 1938), pp. 144-
145.

'2 Reporı ğ ılıe Ceıwal Coııımince a üu 16ıh Paıty Congress (Lorıdon, 1939), pp. 69-72.

" Laboıır Llontlüy, Vo1.21, No. 12, December 1939, pp. 759-7ffi.

I See exchange of correspondence on affiliation application between H. Polliu, fc CPCiB, and J.S.
Middleton, for laboır hrty, in Tlu Coırıııuııist Party aıü tlıe Laboıır Party and Leıters on ffiiaıion (both
London,1943).

35 Laboıır Parry Anıııııl Coıference Report - 1943 (London), pp. 159-168.
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unity wiıh üc CPCIB, bü rvas ıfuıd by üc hter as nrıaıısatingn aııd "ımprircipbd". The ILP, said
Commımig Cıcıgal Sccıtuy l{ğry FoUiğ, "as ıhc I€ft Wing of ıçfcmisın" wa§ ntic mo§t,rsngcrcu enemy
within the rrts of the wcting clıss movemenı"İ rlis çporh was however ıapidly ıeversed wiüı üıe
Comintcra's ıınity Facd of 5 hrğch 1933. To ıb CPGB's rypcal to Britislı labour movegı€ot cganizations
fc coqcııtim fivc days lar mly üe ILP gavc a faıoıııaHe rcsponsa

Ncgaiaıims betşıçn Commıınist and ILP lead€§ qubkly lcd o the two parties wuting togğtı€r in
anü-hscist campaigns, thc anıi-wr moyenrcnt, Ilımger }dğches and many oüer şheıas.'Ccıeşondence was
exchanged bctweea üc ILP rd fu CI, ırhbh sıggcsted that it considcrİıining it "as a party sympathizing with
communism"İ nls was howçwr ıciged by a two to one mıirity at the ILP's 1934 conferçncc. TtE CPGB
called for a ınied Cmmunist kty bosed m the pıogranme of üe CI. Its proposal o üıe 1935 ILP cmfeıence
tıı üring üis about wss il)t tatco ııp. In Octobef of thaı year the bad€rs of the Revoluıionry Folicy Gıoup of
the lI.P, whiclı hadcupatd üoComnııni§tprqocal,ıesignedandiıiııod theCPGB togeüıerwiü üıe members
of tiııee Iındon b,rarchc& Tb CPCIB, ıyhcc ncnb.rship had by thic timc gn wı b 7 il0o ftom 5,600 in l93a
was ü)w largcr üan tb ILP, whbh had dcctincd ftom 16,773 iD 4392 in üc sare pcrioül, Is growü and
üe i[J's d€cline wmb contire in üe following },caıs"

Difreıcrccs oveı gıch isgıes as colbctirc secıır§, the ivioscow Tiials rd ıeere§.dve ıııoasuıG§ again§t
the POUM in SBin mdc oqcnıio ditrcult bctş,€cn üc CFGB aııd ıh€ ILP. In i§ "ıuvolutioııay'
perspectiııes üe pevircly ıçfçııist ILF şas now plrhg itslf to ıhc hft of üc CFCIB. Ono ftııl cffct was
hoş,ever made with the unity csnpaigp of tlıe cpGB, the ILp and the sociali§t Leagııe laınched in Manchester
in Janııary 1937. In üc folbwing mmıhs mmy public meetinş d üe Carııpaigı wcıe hcl( hıt it was brought
o an end by lıbm Pluty rrcığ of cıpıılsio 8gıiıı§t the Scidist lJagııe, whiü was affiliated to it, and
agaiısıIıboınhıty mcmbcrs cımpaigıing wiü theCPGB and the ILF.Iieııcefğü, in üe frcof gıowing dif-
feıtnccs and sııspicionı coqğadğı betırcco CPGB and ILP meınbcrs was limitcıl to a fcw spccific issucs sııch
as ununploymenı Iı was replrccd by extrcrıe hosility after Jıırp l94l when ıhe ILP persi§ted in is opposition
!o the wr.

5. Tlu CPCB aııd tlu Trde-Unbııs

Tlıe CPGB's main §tıEngü fg thc gı€aıer püt of i§ hi§cy lay in üe inüısıial 6eld. }vimy of iıs most
inpoünı lead€r§ had üeirımo in üc tradğuıim ıııovem€nı DıE b tho ener5ı displıyd by Commımiss in
defence of pay and wuting conditions in lheir indısties and wortshqs, Commıınists werc ablo to obüıin ttıe
vorcsı in tradc.ıınln 8nd üç§tgş,ğds' ebctions of waters who would fuy their politbal §ıpport ıo
Communists - somcıimcs thc samc individııal§ - sıanding in pariiaıncntry elctionş

Following the foıındatfoın of fu Rd Inıernatiqıal of lıboın Unions (RILU), or Profinterıı" in Moscow
in 192l, a British Bııca[ of thc RILU wa§ sct ıp in london and finared by Swieı mmeyf I§ ftst objcctive
wa§ b caqnign fc tb Briıi§h Tradcs.lJnio Cogıess Cn C) ud naıional ıınio§ to lcavc the Inıcraatiorıal
Fedeıation of Tradc_Unims (Amscıdan Int€matioal) aııd affiliaıe b ttE RILU. Thc Briti§h Bırçıu advanced
a prrogramme of militmt dçmmds fc which it sought uı win sııppct, pgticularly thıough is monüly pryer, Aii
Powcr!|

5IL Pollin, "The Bradfğd ILP Cgıfeı€nce and Aftcr", Laboıır Moııthly, Vol. 14, No. 8, Augıst 1932,
p,p.486-487.

l7 Fenner Btakway, Iıısidc tlıc Wt (Lüdon, |942), pp. ?A8-?A9.

I The cqnmımicatims betrrıeen üe CI aııd the ILP from }riay o September 1933 are published in lznin
on ılıc /i"P (t oıdon, 1933), w.9-26.

39 Henry Pellin5 Tlıe Biıish Coıııınıııist Parıy: A Histoical Profile (London, l95E), pp. 77, |92.

o J.T. lvlıııphy, Ncııı Horizoııs (Lgıdon, 1942), pp. t57-16l.

'ı it poııi6' "A Brief History of üe Minority Movement" (|Yn), n id-, Selected Articles aııd Speeclns,
Vol. l (tındon, 1953), p.3743.
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This woıt was carried frırther ıvith the establisiımcnt 8 |E74 of üıe lrgely Communist_led National
Minority Movemeııt (i.[İ\ı[IvD folbwing discııssions ıhe pcvioıs year in Mscow beırvcen the leadcrsiıip of üıe
CPGB and the Cominterııİ A ııatioal confetpnce was organised by the Bfitish Bıııeaıı of üe RILU in August
19Z with 270 delegarcs rcpresenting 200,CI0 şıortcrs. The NMM which it established eınbıraced individııal
minority moye[ıeo§ in specifrc indısties.s It wated for frcuy commicce.s; oııc uniaı for each iııdustry;
stronggr facımy-based rades coıncilış arıd a TUC General Coııncil directing 'a united anack in ğdsr to !ıecure,
not only oın immediate demaııd§, but to win compleıe workgrs' control of industry"İ I§ inaııgıırat coııfettııce
pledged nlp glainııin üe ciosesı rtlations şriü the RILU",§ of which it was to be recogııised as the Briüstı
sectio.

Fc the next two y€aı§ sıppğt built up. Its 1925 confeıerce rep,ıesented 750,000 woıtcrs; a special
conference in iylaıch l95, jı§t befqe the geırcıal striko, 957,000; aııd its 1927 conference, tiııpe mgıths after
the strile,956,0@f

The Communist Prty and üıe Minc§ l\fiovcmenı wçıt active from the sıınım€r of 1925 in sccking
to rep69 ıhelaboıırmovementfcthe struggb looming ahead.In üe geııeral strike itself üeir members played
a significaııt role in a nıınıbcr of gpas in sening up and leading Cqııcils of Actionj? Tlıey soıght o keep the
struggle going after the strite was calbd otr 8ftEr nirc days by tbc Gencıal Coıuıcil of the TUC, wtıosc rtion
they arekcd For üe ıExt six moııtbs thcy campigıed in gıpğt of tho min€fs, who weıı locked out üll
Novenbcr lY26.Tb, NMM's third mııııal cmfcıçre in Augııst |Y?i crirciznd "üc bonlıııptcy of thc Gcııcral
Council" of the TUC 'and especially of üe so<alled left-wing leaders' aııd lauırched the slogaıı "Change yoıır
Leaders"f

If the fir§t p€riod of the NMM's €xi§tğıco (|Y2+lE26) w8!ı oıp of cxpaısion, the second (frıom 1927
üll is effectiııç d€nisc in 1933) was onc of declire fç a combination of objcctirıc and sıbjcctivc reasoııs. Thc
calling off of the greral stike and üıe defeaı of üe miners led o a feeling of demoıatisation in ttıe laboıır
movemenl The TUC leders laııııched an amc,k on the NMM n |Yn wiüıdrawing recogrıition from rades
courıcils affiliarcd to iL In some unions Cmımuniss weıe bauıed from holding offtcc a being elecrcd as
delegates to TUC conferences. Tlıe NMM wa!ı scused of disnıpticı. Particulc objecüon ıvas taken o is being
financed by the RJLU and to its beiııg orpıılsed into Communist+ontrolled fractions operating wiüıin ıhe trade-
ıınions.

On top of TUC areL§ ud the e,ffecıs of rising ımempbıment on indııstrial organisaiion, the CFGB
aııd the NMM sııffeıed incıeasing isolation from |Y28-1929 as a ıesult of üıe sectrian T.üew I iıB". A ıcsolutiorı
of the C?CiB'§ ebveaü coıuı€!§ (November-Decsmber l92» edğed that "üe ever-gıowing fascisation of the
nade_ımim apparanıs will necessitaıc üe fomatbn of neşı ıınions". This ıvas couııterbalanced by a staıemuıt
that "the nccessity fa the independcnt teadership of all struggles [...] in rp way sigııifies a weakening of oıır
woırt in the union§; m does it mean calling on üe worters !o leave üe uniors"P In fact only tıro s€paıate
"r€d unioı§n ıvere fcmeü üe United Miııewqters of Scotland (UMS), provoked by a right-wing breakaway
recognised by üe Scouisiı Execııiııa of the ifiners' Federation, and the United Clotlıing Workers' Union

'2 Bell, British Coııuııııııist Party, p. 85; }vlrcfrlane,Tlu Bntish Coıııınınisı Pury,w. ll5-117.

'3 Roderick }ıiartiq Coınıııııııism aıü the Bnüsh Tr& Unioııs, 1924-1933: A Snıdy of ılu Natioııal
Miııoity Movemenı (Oxforıü 1969), p. 36.

g 
lüarry Polliu, quoı.ed by Allen Hutt,Brjnslı Trde Unionism: A Slwrt History (London, 1941), p. 99.

o5 Report of Natioııal Miııonty Conf,erence,l9Z, quoted by Martin, Communism and British Trde
Unioıs,p.37.

6 lvfacfarlarrc, Bntish Commıuıist Party, p. 323.

'7 See Klugmann, Hisary of ılıe Coııııııuııist Parry oİ Great Bitain, Vol. 2 Pondon, 1969), esp. pp. I47-
153.

§ Report of Third Anııııal Conf,erence of Natbnal Minoriry Moveınent (Lındoı, |Y26'1,p. 57.

a9 Resolutioıs of I 1ıh Congress, pp. 22-23.
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(UCWU), whbh was lındon-based-s Presgııc came ftom üe RILU leadenhip in ivioscow to set ıp 8 new
Searıen'g Union by l Janugy 1932. This wa!ı §ırcicessfrılly sidescpped by lrrry Pollir, who opposed such
breakaways, at thc Eighü Scssion of thc RJLU Central Coııncil in Noııember l93l, whcre he criticiscd "a
teııdcncy fr lğuidıtfoın of wct in üc ıcformist trade-ıınims"jı

Thc rext monü Follitr ıeachcd agıEercnt wiüı üe Comintern lcadenhip on a resolution higtılighting
the need fc 'sysomatic ıcvoluıionry mass wot in the ıefumist tradc.ıınios". This was adopted the next
mqıü by the CPGB Cenral Comnirec and cane o be known as üe "Janııay Resoluüon'. Iı seı ıhe usk of
fighting fg thc "trosf,gmaıion of thc tra&-ıuıio branches from cgms of class collaboıation ino orgaııs of
ctass stnıgglc'.s2

In üe pubüc discussion pic o the party's nrelfth oongı€§s in Norıembcr 1932, R. Palme Dua dişuted
Polliğ's claim thaı "the Commımis Party i§ fc powerfrıl tr8dğıınionismn, coımt€çosing üo üis üıe old
corrçtion of 'a powerful ıınit€d revoluüonry trade-union qlıositioo".5l Tbe congıess sııpıpoıted Polliü's
aercOch and nıtcd a uını tı»rğd§ the tııde.ımions, in whiü üe pıc,vioıs line had conribııed to the virtıal
erçion of all the pafiy's earüer inflııeırca

The Minority hilovemcnı wa§ ıpw allowed to fade away sectim E secüon, whilst attention was given
to building ıp rank and file moveıııonüı amog London hrsmo, enginecrs and others within their trade_
ımions.g In §oııü Wabs, Aıüg [Icu, who in l93l had beco ncıty driven oııı of üıe @CiB fc 'rade.unio
legalisno, was ftım 1933 cdiıing a mimı' rrL ed §tc prycr and building ıp şıtppğt in thc §oııth Walcs
Min€rs' Fedcration.laying the basis fc his dection as is Pıasidoı in 1936. A gowing numbcr of Commımisu
werp now being electcd o tıadc-ırıio eıecıiirıç comminees and paid official ıınio pitions deşite the TUC's
'Black Cirçuhrs' of 1934 pohıtiıing the mninıin of "mcmbcrs of disnıptive bodie§n to official positions.
I\ıfeaıııphib Comııunisa werc actiııç in bııibiqg up wo*shop , ıEcnıiting womcn and young people
o üe ımions and leading stiies.s

After üıe outhcak of wg in 1939 üe CPGB woıked şıiü considerable sıDcesı b extend §hopstewaıds'
orgaııi,gdm in üe frcmies 6ağ6lintr ilııpnaıioally. Kevin lr{rgan has demosuaıedıhat dospito üıeprgy's
coııdemnatim of ıhe wu as imperiıli* from October 1939 to Jıme 194l, its main indııstrial woııt was uound
wage§, woırting conditbns and ra&-ımion and demoçratic right§, without gererally relating these issues o üıe
questio of ending the wcİ Tbcy weıe b build on the pcitions gaircd in thi§ p€riod aııd sccıııç an imprcssivc
sr€ogıhening d üeir inflınco in ıhc ımions on üe basis of their full sıppğt fğ ü§ ?eople's rvar" after
Rııssia's entry in Jıırc l94l.

9 üvtacfarlaırc,Tru Briılsh Coıııınaııist Poty,pp.255-2ffi,265-n4. The UC§IU was dissolved in 1935
and the UMS in Janııary 1936.

5| NLLJ Magaziıu, Vol. 2, Nos. l &, 2, I Febrııary L93?- w. 69:10.

sı Imııudiaıe Tasks bğorc ılE Party 4ııd tlu Working Clcss (London, 1932).

53 Daily Workır,20 Augııst and 19 Septemb€f 1932.

g Maıtin, Coırııruıııism aııd BritiıhTrdc Unioııs, pp. 168-178, 188-191; Branson, Hisıory of CPGB,pp,
93-94.

55 lbid.,pp. 91_98, |72-187.

s Morgan, Again§ı Fascism atüWar, esp. pp. |28-146.

8

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



6. TlE Nüioıal Uıumployed Wortırs' Moveınenı

From its ealiest days üe CPGB ıecognized ıhe impctaııce of organizing resisance to the scoıırge of
uneınployment, whiü from l92l to 1939 flırcnıatcd betwecıı one aııd ttııec millio" In l92l, on Communist
initiative, was fğıııed the Nuioal Uremployed Wor*ers' Movemenı (NUWM). the oly national Gganizıtion
of the uneınployed, ıyhich right ıp to the sccgıd world wr campaigped tirelessly and iınaginıtivply to improvc
üe lot of Britain's joblass. Tboııgb its main lecders, ükc Wal llanningtcı, 1ygç Q96puniı§ iı sary itself as a
ıınited front agaıılaton dıawing in ınaııy from other sections of üe laboıır movement. Most sriking among
is pıblic rctivities weıp the six natiınal Hugcr Muches oi l9D-|V23, LYL9,1930, 1932, 1934 uıd 1936.

\[iü uıanploymentrcrching rerly tlırec million in 1931-1933, the N[JWM's membersiıip built up o
a high point in 1933 when iı claimed 100,000 membcrs in 349 braııches.' In l93l }vlacDonald's Nüioat
Government cut scalcs of b€ne63by lW aııd introdııced an inquisitoriat }ı{eans Te§t to restrbt eııütlemenı The
NLJWM laıınchod a vigwoıu pıoıe§t ıgainsı thi& In a numbcr of indııstrial ciücs, puticularly in 1931_1932,
pirched baules tok plre betTv€ca re policc and demonsuams" In 1934 uıd 1935 fiırther miütant rcüon was
folloş,cd by govcmmcnı crccssbn§ on bcııcfit scales and r€gulıtbns.

In l%l thc TUC Ci€ıı€ral Coııncil ermiııaıed the co-operation which it had prrctised sinçe 1923 wiü
üe NUWivi. Aı the beginıhg of ü9 l930s, it ıpcomncDded üat tradcs coııncils shoııld seı ıp seprate Locıl
Unemployed asscialms.s Thcsc rcrç initially a,po§cd by thc CPGB, but aftğ thc Scvcnü Wcld Coııgıess
of the Cominı€rn in 1935 th€r€ *ıs ı ıEappaisıL The objective now becilne "üıe closcst ıuıity of rcüon between
the Local Uınmployed Associatios and the NUWivr, bading towards ono ıınircd ıınerıployed organisation
uttİmately affiliıted o the Trades.Union CongıessJ9

Tlıc CPGB aııd tlıc Britiıh Empire

Operating in the mcoçolitan ccntrc of thc world's largest unpirc. üc CPGB ftqn its early days recogıised that
it had a special rçseqısıtlllty fc chanpioning liberation struggle.§ of colonial peoples. The Colonial Resolution
pa§§ed at its siıü congıEs§ iı l9U called for linking wqterg' struggles in Britain wiü the "struggle for
autoııomy and sepeaıio" of "ıb§c nation§ hold in subirction by Gıcaı Britain"P

In üıe mid-t*tntbs ıhc party §et up a Colonial Commiuee and a Colgıial Depruııcnı Cgıtrcts şıcıe
mado wiıh Commıni* ktics ud ciıcbs in coımries in üe orhit of British impcrialisn. |ı lYz$-l.Wl, a§ pğt
of a wald-wide campaign laırched by the comintem, energies were dir€ct€d with some success o the de-
vebpınentof a "llands offChinı" moveııEııL Special attention was natırally also giveo to lndıa, assisted by üe
lndian origins and oçertisc of CFGB th€c€ıicians R.P. and Clemens Dua and of Stıryıırji Sallatvata,
Communi* }v[P. fc Bareneı (London).

of Frticulğ siepiftre was the racdcal wort of Briüsh commıınists lftc Ben Bradley and philip
Spnaa, who in üe l90s w€ı€ scot b India to help build ıp üe tadc-ımion movcmcot and the Communist kty
üere. In l99 Bradley uıd Sprar weı€ ar€xıted wiü 28 lrdiaıı§ and a left-wing British joıırnalist arıd uied fc
coıspiracy at üıe i\ı[eçrııt Trid lasing from 1929 dll l933jı

' Richaıd Croırher, We Refuse ıo Stanıe h Silence: A Hisary of ıhc Natioıal UııemployedWorlurs'
Movemen!, 192046 (London, 1987), p. 148. This fıgure is dişuted by a researcher who has recently
calculated thaı üe NIJtilM never had more üaıı 25,000 members aı any oııe time: Sam Davis, "The
Membership of üe Natiorıal Uneınployed Wokers' Movement, L923-1938", Laboıır Hisıory Review, Vol. 57,
Part 1, |992,pp.29-36.

s AUen Hur, Bntslı Trade I]nionism, p. |26.

59 Report of ılu Central Coınıııinee n ılıe 15th Party Congress (London, 1938), pp. 36-37.

@ Speeclıes aıü Docıımenıs of ılu Siıh (Manclıester) Cot{erence of tlıe Coıııınıııist Party of Great
Briıak (London, |924:), pp. 4243.

6ı See special note by John Saville, nThe Me€rııt Trial, 19D-l933", in Joyce ivt" Bellamy and John
Saville (ds.r,Tlıe Dicıiongy of Labow Biography, Vol. 7 (Lorıdon, 19&4), pp. 84-9l.
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Fıorn 1927 to 1937 rcüvc campaigıs in sııpport of national libcration strugE€s wçıp carricd out by üıe
especially actirc Briüsh secüon of üe Lcague agıinst lmperialism, set up on the initiıtive of Willi Mtlnzenberg
arıd tho comincın.e

Tte CPGiB's convbüoı &m 1925 that indııstial groşıth had been aking plre in India brougfu it into
coııflict wiü thc Coıintcrn leadcrslıip ü üc Siıü Congıess of the CI in 1928. Whir$ rcccpting the Congıess's
nrn away from tactic8l alliarccs with üc coloniıl boıırgeoisie, speaken for üe British delcguion mdc a closely
rcasoncd case agniıut its an8ıysi§ of Indim socio_ecoıpmb rends§

Up o 1937 CPCİB coıgıq*Es continııed o place üıe struggle for üıc complete indcpcndeırcc of üe
colonies in ıhe fgeftont of the 1uty's teqkı. At its foıırteenü congıAsı in lrlay 1937 Pollir spote of üıe
necessity of "giving futl sııpport o dl üe deınand§ of üe colonial peoıples and üeir national movements for
liberation and independcnce".Ö liowwcr at its fifteenüı congı€§ı the foüowing yer üesc demaııds werc almost
entiıcly ab§ent This may wpll bc ıelaıd t<ı tiıc view expıEssed by Dimiuov o Arüıır tlcııer owgds üe end
of 1937, and rc,pctcd by hin to ıhc Frty's Cenıııl Connireq ıhıı "he would have no hesitıtion in prescnıing
demands as üıc dcfcndcr of ıir tcriuiıl integrıty of the British EmpfuE" in frc of üe frsist thı€aı65 A state
merıt of ıhe CPGB's Central Commiree, drafted by RP. Dut 6 was pıülished in Augııst 1939 wrning of "tlu
ııcıı foııgcr" tbat üe coloıial pcçbs' " stıgglc fur iııdcpcııdcııcc ls liabk to bc ııııstııpulaısty ııscd by fascism
ıo ütıc iu oııı prcfuor1 cııdi9 Whilsı thc sıaıcment cıprcssed gıppğt fu ıho Indian Nüional Coııgıess
deınaııd fccornplete lıreeenOcc, ücinmcdiırdemand'in the mıiı§of oolaıialcomrics" wa!ı§e€n moıe
modesly as "thç coqııcst of elrenmy dmatic righı§" şıci as adıü sıftagc aııd ıtpesenative
instiuıioıo This position uıas quiceiy abandmd by thc puty in is "imperialist uıar" pcriod (Octob€r ı939_
June l94l) bıı ısır€rtd b in its sı@ırcnı "poqle's war" Susa

8. Aidfor Spain

Tlıe CPGB's wgt in sııpıpoıt of Republican Spain ıtp,resents üe high point of its rctivity in üe 1930s. It was
the main initiaıor aııd dparıic &iving foıçe of ıhe maııy-sided "Aid for Spain" moıcıııent of 19361939. It
woırted consistently o involııt üıe widcst numbeış of boüı wottcr§, |ilgtlgctuıls and middb class peoplg
including even some Conservııives, in dennding rms fu Spain's anti-fascist strugge rd in qganising mcdicat
aid collccüons and sıppües fc the victims of ıhe war. It campaigııed agaiııst ıhe poücy of "no-inğrıerıtion"
initially rreprcd by the lıboır hny 8ııd thc TUC uıd sought to spur üıe labon moyeııığü ino the acüve
implementıtion of üeir m@ııent ıesoluüoıs of slidrity wiüı Republican Spain.

In rcşonsc b üc call of thc CI, th€ C?GB cgaıılsea the ıecrııitmcnt of volııntecrs fc thc Intcmatiorıd
Brigades. Of the 2,OGodd, mainly inöıstrial wderş who fought in üıe Bdıish Baüalion, prohbly ıpwuds
of 400 ş,rc membcrs of üe CFGB. They inclııded all the Foütical Commissrs ü batıalion level and mostly
aı coınpmy btçl, hı this w8s not üG case with the militry lcıdcrship.e Of üıG 526 British Brigaders who

e See special note by John Saville, "The League Against Imperialisuı', ibü., pp. 4G50.

6 Siırı World Congrcss of tlıc Coıııınıııist InıerıatbıuL Jııly-Aııgııst 1928 (Inprccon Repct), pp. 1198-
ı ı99, ı 32& ı 3u, |365-136ı, |4ful426, |47 |-l47 3.

a Polliu, Concluding şeoctı Iı Can be Doııc, p. 200.

6 Communist Party Aıchiııe (London), Stenogram of CPGB Central Commicee meeting of Z
September 1939. Hcııer's §peech, 4/l.

6 Duu Papers, Britistı Libırary (C[JP) K4, E iüay 1939.

o "Colonies and Fascism",Iabıır Monılüy, Vol. 21, No. 8, August 1939, p. 466. Emphasis in original.

6ı lbid.,pp.471474.

o Braııson, Hlıtory of CPGB, pp. 229-235l Bill Alexander , Bitish Volıuııeers for Lifurty, Spain
1936-1939 ([ondon, 1982), p. 38.
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did in Spain over 200 were membcrs of üc Commıınis Pafiy and ıhc Yoıııg Communist lıagııa?o Those
killed includcd scveıal of the party's mo§t impatant youngcr inte[ecuıals likc Rabh Fox, Cbristophcr St John
Sprıgg (Chrisopha Caııdwell) and John Cornfoü

9. Tlu Moscoıı Trials

The CPGB had no hesitation, sometiıııes in extemely immodeıar and "ıın-Engiish" langııage,7' in pubücly
defending üe foıır gıeaı Mccow Trials of 19361938, as iı had donc earlier Sovicı political tials" Is oveniding
faith in, and loyalty to, üıe Soıriğ Union led it o see üis as a high $ority eveıı thoııgh it cut rrcss üe pugy's
efforts in üi§ perid to develq ıuı§ above all wiü the Iaboıır Party. Professa Iiğold I aslri, who favoııred
sııch a uniEd Rımt, comın€oted üaı the soviet executions had co§t its sııpıpctcrs someüing likc half a million
voes aı ıhc l$our Prty's 1937 cofcıtnca lıboıır's rgık and filıc felt thaı ıho§c who acccptcd ıhğ trials
wiüoııt discııssio w€tt "not sa*acıcy allies"3

Ilrry Pollit was scmd to n<ııG in his dcfencc of the trials. However wkn Ross Cohen, a Britislı
Commımisı to whom he was vcry aırhcd, was imprismed in üıe USSR wiıh bcr §oviet husband,D he

Eoe$d so viguoıslyıhaı "soudinş" *tıtmadcby ıhcCominEm ünong BriüshConmunistlca&rs to find
§ııppğt fc his r@rccm€nt as Gcmal seouıryJ'H*tver, dıhoııgh hc nevcı ecğrf,d hcr guiltr PoııiE
droıpeed üe maner whcn his pıorc§tş royed ıııışıccessfrıl and never spoke of it oıısidc m cxtunoly ıuınıw
circb of leading Commmisıs.

In ıı@ınt ycrı üc CTCİB fteqırcndy ıçfcrred b üe lliloscow Triıls as pıoof üıaı üe Tıoıskyists
had become "a spccial dctaclıııunı ğ fascinı" ?6

10. 

^fiiaıde 
ıo War

The stnıggle against imp€rialisı war w8ıı fronı its foundation high on the CPGB's agenda At üıe erıd of the
l920s aııd üe beginning of üe l93B, in accoıdance wiü üe cıırr€nt line of üe Comintern, a mqior ttıreaı of
aımed intcnıenüon ıgain§t üo soyiğ union was held o eıııaııaıe frım Brinin and rıanco. After Hitler's seizıro
of powcr in Germany in 1933 üıc nain dogcr was rccognised !o cme frorn üe fasi§t powcrsı and üıe pcty
gavı is foll stıppğt to Soybt pıqogals fa collccüve sccınity. In Sçtember 1938 it demıınced üc Munbh
agıpem€oL and thıtw iıself ino canpalgılng fo a Britistı-Fıench-ussR muuıal assistarce pt to bloci fiırtiıer
exis ageressioıL In lraıch 1939 it ıEgpd üp rcplreınent of Clıarıbcrlain's govcınment of appeasemenı by cıe
led by t.aboıır leafu Anlec, Ub€ılıl bad€r Sirchir and anti-appeasem€nı CouıcrTüivc Winson Chıırchill o
staııd ııp o Hitler.z

Thc day aftcr llitlcr inydcd Polanğ m 2 Seprcmber 1939, üc CPCİB Ccatral Commincc published a

70 Alexandeı British Volıınıccrs, 9. 26|; Witliam Rust, 8n roııs in Spain ([oııdon, 1939), pp. 189-199.

" See, e.g., üe headline n ıhe Daily Workcr, Z August 1936, prior o the conclıısion of the Zinoviev-
Kamenev triat "Shot üe Rçtilest"

u HJ.laski, in New YqkNation,20 November 1937, quoted by Briarı Peğce, 'The British Saliniss
and the Moscow Trialsn, in Michrel Woodhouse and Brian Pe6ce, Esscys in tlıc Hisıory of Comınıııism in
Bitain (London, |97 5), p. 235.

'3 She had married D. Penovslry ("AJ. Bennet"), who had been üıe Comintern representative in Britain.

?' See Braıson , Hisary of CPGB , quoting RP. Dun n Tiııus Literary Sııpplemenı, 5 }vtay 1966.

7J See John lvtahon, Hory Polliıt: A Biograplry ([ındon, |976), p. 457.

'o Se€, e.g., John Maiıon, Hitler's Agens Exposed ([ondon, 1943), p. 12. Emphasis in original.

n Daily Worlccr,3O lvIaıch 1939.
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muıİfeslo sppctİng nİlİEy strııggte by Bfffi ıgninqı Nazi Geın51y in sıppct of Polrd ahngsido a political
stnıggle agıin§t ıhc Chanb€slain gowfııııpnı ü homa The German-Soviet non-ıggrcsskın pacı of 23 Augısı,
which üıe Cental Commiaec iud defeııdeü had not beeıı seen as in any way contradicting the need ıo 'ı€si§t
fascisn whcthcr it comcs from abrud c at home"3

This 'stııggle oıı two ftıoııts" line, which had had ftg nnanimqs suppct of thc C€ntral Comınisee, was
challenged fc üe first time in üıe Folitical Bııreau on 15 September by R.P. Düı, üe üy after üe anival from
I\ı[oscow of a pııcss tcbgram describing üe wr as 'imperialist" and "pı€dabry' @ atl sides. This was followed
by üıe aıriyat ftun Iıiloscoıv oı Z SepEmtıer of D-F. Stringi,alt, CPCİB ıepresentıtivc in ıhe Cqnintern. aııd
üen, a fcw days larr, by ı diıtctivc from uıc Cmintem Secrctriaı inıisting on opposition io the wr. Sormy
d€barcr to* plec in üe Cğıtral Comniucc q2L?5 Septcmbc and on 2-3 October. which ended wiü üıe
adatim of üe Cominıcrn lina Thıec of üc porty's foıır members and caııdidate mcmbcrs of thc ECCI - Pollia,
CampOell ınd Gnllqcbçr (thc oücr mıber bcing R-P. Dutr) - spoee and yg6ğ ggıinet üe new anti-war line
(althoıgh Cıallrcher's vüc w8ı şıbsc$ıcnüy, fc rctical ngalxrı§r ışcgdcd as bcing in fıvoıır). They argııed
aboııe all thaı the cnrcial disinction betwecn fa§cisn and boırgeois dcmmry, on whbh thc intcrnational
Commımic movenrcnt had insi$cd §ircc 1935, ığained is validity and madc the war of 1939 cnrcially diffeıtııt
ftom thaı of l9l4.D

Well rendcd inğnal paıty retings şıaE now heh at whiü Ceoıral Cmmiaec ncnbcrs rtponed
on gıd won ovtrşıhdming sııptırt fu üc new anü-wr linc, ıvhich w8!ı ıEı oııı in a ııew pcty manifesto
published on ? Oçtoberİ

The nnti-wr liııc was o continue wiü vaıioıs Ectical shifts uııtil üıe Geımm aırck on the soviet
Union qD,lıw l94l.u Thc C"CİB leadaship ron agı€cd to srpğt üe war hi üfrcıEd m ıhc arinıdc o
adopt ttr ğds the Ctıııchill goveıffiıenL This uııs şoıı resolved by üc intcrventio of the Coınintcrn in sııpct
of the mincity in üe Pditical Bıııçaıı heaffi by Follin, who was fc the broodc.sı natioııal unity aıound üe
Chıııçhill govemmcnlB F"c the neıl foıır ycaıs this would be the psition of the C?GiB ıındcr üe leaderstıip
of l{ary hllir, who now reuırred o üe position of General Secıetry, which he had had !o give ııp in 1939.

12, Political Rclatioııship wiıh tlu Cominıcrn's Ccııtal Bodies

Rom its foundation up till ıhe dissolution of thc comintern in 1943, the cpclB sought o ryply, and wheıç
nece§sry to bcıı( ıhe liıp of the CI in rcadarcc witlı iüı fir§t hmd lnowledge of thc siiıaıion in Britıin and
üc British Empiıc. Ho*çvcr OsagFoilıen§ somctimcs manifested thcmselvcs. Thıs in Augıısı 1926 theıs wa§
a clastı in the ECCI Pıqsidiıım bctş,Ecn Stılin aııd J.T. Mıryhy, who convcyod a Eot€§t from the CPGB again§t
the shaıpncss of a Soııia TladoUnion C€ntıal Creil anaci on üe Gcııcnt Couııcil of the Britislı TUC.lc

Itiloıo sğiou§ was ıhc CPGB's çposition to the ECCI's tiıeg on the coloniaı aı üe §ixü Comintern
Congıess in 1928, which the grcaı mıİrity of thc British delcgats vorcd agıinsı On berıalf of the British
delegatbo, Aııdı€w Roügtin pıotcstcd b tbe cogı€ss 8gd0$ ıhe disffikn of thc Briti§h positio and "all ıhc

[ ıtrrl Cgnmunis krty Fotbı,: Manifesıo", in l{arry PoUiq Hoııı to Wiı tlu tfar (Iondon, 1939), pp.
?5-3|; Daity Workg,23 Aııgu§t 1939.

D Tbe vetbatim r€cord of these debaıes, obıaired ftgıı üıe &mint€rıı Aıchives, rypears in Fraııcis King
and George l\ıfatiıeırc (ds.), Ahu Tıırı. Tlu Briılsh Coıııınıııist Paıty aıü tlu Seaııd World Wor (Inndon,
ı990).

rc'Perce or Waf?", r€print€d in John AUfield and Stephen Williams (eds.), J939: Tlıc Coırıııuınist Party
of Grea Britain aııd tlu War (tnndon, 1984), pp. |69-174.

tı For an examination of these seg Atffield uıd Williams, ]939, pp. 2840, 89-91,9E_99, 128_129, and
Morgan, Againsı Fascism aııd War, w. l05-Z:2.

n Qglnmıınigt Paty Aıchiııe, Polliü's Notcs, p,p. 17-18.

B Mıırphy, Naıı Hoiznııs,pp.?.2&D9; J. Salin, Works (Moscow and London, 1954), VoL 8, pp. 205_
2|4.
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ııccıuntbns, which ıınfctnaıc§ ue becoming almost a sort of mechanical rerctfoın again$ thcc win dap to
criticise a üesis trıı fğwaıd in thc ııame of the ECEI"İ The isolaıed grıd of tbc CPCiB at thiı congıoss when
Statinist ıııranimity was becoming ıhe nqm singld it out aom üe otiıer paıtios.

The illusims of stalin and Bııthğin ftom tip erd of 1927 about revolıricıary prc§pocts for üe Briüslı
laboıır movement placed üe mıİrity of üe CPGB's Central Commicee aı loggerheads wiü the cental bodies
of the Ct. Eveıınıally in political baibs thıough 1928 and lliD thc Cominıcıa şrccccdcd in sccııring the
acceptance of its "ttıird pcriod" line of inplrcable hctilityro the "Social Fascisf Iıboıır Paıty by a gıeııly
diministıed CPGB.

Aı the eıd of l93l, ıriüıout qııcstioing tb C.ominterıı's overall 'Class agıins Clas§" §traıegy, ibUiü
maııaged to secuı€ the agıecment of the Comintcm lea&rsiıip, by now reüıirüing i§ tradc.uııion tactics, fo üıe
mge serioıs oonoentraüon on woıt in the ıefcmisı uade-ıınions seı out in the Janııary (1932) Resoluıiqı,
referred to erlicr. Howevtr it rcquiıtd üıe initiatirc of the EC€I ftom l\ılgch 1933 ıo bring thc CPGB ıo br€ak
ouı of the secarian isolation in whkh thc T.Iew Linc" had plrcd iı Fc the next six yers üe pcty was b build
on and eıtcnd üe new appach confiımeıl aı thc Corıinıcrn's Sevenü Wgld Congross in 1935. It took ıııany
initiatives of its own and was abb üııough pouin, a full member of the Ec€I pııesidiıım, t0 mnke a sigııificaııt
contribuüon o Comintcrn poütical debabs.ts

In Sc,ptembcr 1939 the Coninıcın Secrcght intervened directly to adopt a posiüon d all-ıound
oppositicı o üe war. IE dircctivı of 9 Se, cmbcr sıatcd ıhat "üıc Communi§t Prtb§ of Eraıcc, Britain, Bclghım
uıd üe USA which have takca ııp positios 8ı yriaııce with üi§ sıandpoint, mıı§( inmcdiaıely corı€ct their
poütical linc."s We haııc ahedy şco thaı üıiı was rchieııed only after a bitıgr sınıggle in the CFGB's Ceııtral
Commiree"

The last occasion on whici thc comintcrn inrcrııeııed o changc the cpGB's line was immediaıely
following the invasion of thc Soviet Unio in Jıme 19[l, as indicaıed above. Two yers latcr the prty's Cuıtal
Comminee garıe its suppct o thc dissolutbn of ılıe Cornintern. It stressed thaı it ıpnovcd qıe of the $nçipal
argument§ used by üıe kboıır Party leaderslıip agains its ıenewed rypücation for affiliation, for which it was
campaieııing at üıe time.

13, Orgaııiwtbıal Rclaıbııs wiıh ılu Cominıqn

TlıeocobcrRevolutioncı€at dgı€rıs},mpoıhyfaBolshevismandüede.siıçfcımityamorıgıheıevoluıionary
gloup§ which ıyere o foım üe Comrıımisı Party. Itrowever the Comintern's ıepıesentıtives in Briııin played
a cnıcid put in helping üem o oveıgğne üeirpolitical diffeıeııces and secırian sqııabbles sııfficieııtly to fi§e.
Ousunding anong ıhcm in l9l9-190 was Theodıc Roıhsein, who was ablc o brck well-infoıııcd advice with
financial assisanceı

The CPGB's 1922 Commissbn of hty Oganiadon, discussd below, was ıble o beıpfit frıorıı üıe
advice of Mlüail Bğodin, who lived in Britain i[eeüy whilst it was sining§ The departmcnts and bııreaııx

g Sinrı World Congrcss Report,pp.1472, |529.

" See, e.g., A.[. Sobolev, er 4l., (ed§.), Ouıliıu Hisary of ılu Coırımuııisı Inurıutioıal (Mscow, 1971),
pp.416, 422423.

s f,nssiaı cenre for üıe staing and sody of Documents of contemporary History (Moscow),
Comintern Aıchive Oereafor, Ru§sian Cente), 495l|8l|292, pp. 47 48,

' ldacfarlarp , Tlu Briıish Coırııruıııüt Pgty, w. 20-23. The role played by Rothstein and the Comintem
is extensively discussed and its effect deplced in Wdter Kenüll, Thc Revolutioııary Movemeıu in Binin
1900-21. Tlıc Ongins oİ Bndsh Coıııııuııism ([ondon, 1969), eş. pp.233-W\ and Raymond Challinor, Tlıc
Origiııs of Bntish Bolslıeüsm (Lorıdon, 1977), eş. pp. 220-226, 

'4.|-142, "+4-145. 
A ğitical review and

reply by Arıdıew RottısteiıL Theodore's son, to Kendall appears ın Laboııı Monılüy, Vol. 51, No. 12,
December 1969, pp. 563-568.

t6 Murphy, Narı Hoimns, pp. 183-184; Rohert Stewart, Breaking tlu Feıters (London, 1967), pp. l21-
L24
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of thc CPCİB ıesıılting ftom tb ıeçgmizaümılcciv€d dyicc and instmctions from cgıtşoding Comintcrn
dcrrmcou in tvtoscoıv.o Thc GGB ook a ccnıin ıcşosOlllty for wqk in Indiı and oücr coımtics in the
Briüslı Empiıe wiü which it uııs linted in re of the ebvcn Tlnderselreıriaıcn set ııp in iviğth |Y26.n
Su@ırcnüy the British rty caınc undcr thc aııpcryision d üc AneloAneıican §ecıçaüı and laı€r, frm
1936, of üıc }virty §ccıeıriıı9ı

hom l90 Britıin w"§ ııDıEsıod aı üc CominErı's cmgıesses, and oc ğ mct CPCİB leadcrs weıe
electcd to the ECCI. Eraıcrnal dcbgıtcs frm lhc Comintern paıtlctpaıed in CPGB congrcsps an4 on occasiqı,
expıre.ssed üeir viows on the compcitfon of tlr Ccııtral Commiuce o be elccted-P In Augıst 1929 was effected
"üe ıecoıısinfing of tb P8. and Sgtmiıt t...1 in ecğdancc wiıh the proeosal of the C.I.ğ This ıcsuttcd
in üıe ryointment of llcry Pollir as Genğal Seaeury.

Therc was always a permaırcnı CFG}B ıtpscnaıivc aı Comintern lıeadqıırtğ§, as well as oıher British
Commııniss wcting aı diffGı€nt tiu in iıt particıılr Oeıprtment§. CPGB r€ercsenıaüye§ ai€[ıded meetings
of üe Cominrcrıı's West Rıopcan Bureaıı in B€ılin in the hıs l92ft and ecty l930ır Up üll the early 1930s
the Comiııtern had ıtpescntatiııes and "insürccs" wding in Britıin widı tho CPGB. Seleed Communist
Party and Yoımg CmmımistIıagırc cadr€§ wGıE scnt o üe Comingn's IJııin Schol in Iıiloscoıv &om 1925
when iı firsı opencd.

l1 |9l, a Cmintgn allğıfoın of € r8J(X) rvas made ü, thc CPGB, costiııting thc majc pct of iE
oal income oi, f, tl8E3. l2s" 7d" An addiüoal allaaıio of f 1,086. l0* was madc fc Bqodin's visit
iııcluding his lcgıl dc&ncc aftcr hc *zs discovacd and rrescös In lYA tbc Comintern's sıbsidy b thc
CPCiB was f, 5,0(X), which was ııisod b f 16.000 fo 1925, of which € 4,0m wenı to assist üe Şı.ııdo!
Workır.ü In Ocobcr l9?9 üwıs dccided rı sııbgidize ib Dailı Workr, which the British pety was b §ıaıt
on l Janııry l93l, "fğ tb fint coplc of yers'İ Thc Cmintgn's public reqmıs stıow ı si,arp ri§e in
subsidies fa Party pap€ı§ and publiüing ftom $ 435397 n l9l9 to $ 641230 in 1930, $ 7569@ in 1931, $
601,000 in |93?. S 5CIJ00 in lY33, and $ 6O5900 in 1934.9ı It may reasonably bo inf€rı€d thaı üıe newly
laıırıched Daily Workır waı one of the bcnc§cirics.

14. Opposition Groııps

Aparı from üıe firs thıee yers of its exisErce, when üerç were d§uıas on pğty organizadm benıreen
meınbers coming ftom diffcrent organizndons md taditions, the CFGB uıas ııotablc for the almost taal absencc

8 See Coırıınınist Papcrs, Docıııııcnıs Sckctcd from tlıosc obtaiıud on ılu Arrest of tlu Comnuııist
Lıaders on 14 aıü21 Ocabcr M5 (lıındnıo" 9?5).

i EJL Carr, §ooolişıı iı Oıa Coıı*ı 1924-1926, Vo|. 3, kt 2 (iındon, 1964), p. 909.

9l Russiarı Ceııtre, 495l|4.

'§ee, e.g., Extracts from mccings of leading Cmıintern bodies ıelıuing to Briüain, Political Commission
of ECCI Poütical Sccrctriı' 23 November l!l29, Russian Centre, 495l|4ll90.

9' Resolutioıs of Ilth Congrcss,p.14,

r See üriay |Iıll, Red Roses for Isaüei (toıdon, |982), p. 47.

9l Russian Centre, 495l|ü163.

% Coııııruuist Papcrs, p. 57, 62.

9 Russian Ceııtre, 495l|4ll79: ExtrrcB, Political Commission to ECCI Political Secretariat,27 Ocober
1929. No sum is §pecifıed

n Die Koııımuııisıisclu Inurıuıbıalc vor dcm VII. Weltkongress (Moscow and Leningrad, 1935), p,p.

7ı5_718.
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of frtional stnı88b§ çhrrterisıic of §o ınıny oıher communist pıties in üe l920s.
Irl92l a conflict dcveloped benvecn thc party ledership and üo celebaaıod Sylviı Panthıırsı She was

expelled fa ıefrsing the Execuüve's reqııest to haııd over o üıe party the cqınol oi ıIıs Workırs' Drcdıouglü,
which shc had bc€n pııblisiıing siırcc t9l4 and wanted o cqıtinırc to ıuE as a plafcm for a left, anti-
paıtiancoaıist and anti-NEP oıpposiüon in ü,c CPGB, the Cominıcın aıd Sovbt Rııssiı" IIcr sı@ııcnt
apüpeal to Commıınists 16 link up wiü a p,e-Tıos§ist Toıırttı Intcrnatioııal" foıınd liülc ıtşoısaıo

The CFGB was viıtıally untoııchod by the bartes aıoınd Tıaskyism ino whiü othcr Communis
hrties wero drawı in üe 192&, but orı which it was pıepaed to give formal crcdenco and sııppoı to üe
majcity in üe Sovieı Cğıımuııi§t kty and üıc Comintorı, as it dil alıcady 8t th. Fifth Cmgrcss of üe Cuıı-
munis Intcrnatiaıal i^ lY?A.|q An aıncodmcnt cıpıccsiııg sııppğt fc üe Tıotskyist oppcitkn in thc Sovbt
Communis Prty ıeccived only 11,15 votexı out of 200,300 pesent at a Lorıdon membcrstıip meeıing in Janııary
|y?5.|@

Ia 1932 a snall gıoııp basod on Balhm in South West London cmerged in oıpıposition ıo the pğty
leaderstıiı estıblMing theınsclrps as üe British Section of üe Interıaıkınal Iıft Oppooition. In Aıuıısı 1932
their hading mcmbers weıe expdled ftom thc @GB fc "frrtional rcüvities in conııection rvith Trotskyism"
and üıe Balhan Gıoııp, wiü iıs foıırteen m€mb6s, was "liquidated".ı6 No frırther opposiüon gFoups wre to
8pıpeu on ıhc şena

1 5. Mcıııhrship, Composiıbn, Votes

The CPGB was always a small puty wiü ı high üııııoy€r of menbcrc If betuıoen 1920 and LYU ıl pob&ly
ftııcnıated betwecn 2,000 and 4,0(X) mcmbcrs, it rçe o 6,0@ in Aril 1926 on the eve of üıo general stile. By
ocobcr |Y26 iJ had ı€achcd l0J30, but a yer lat€r had fallen ıo 7377. \fu move to üe T{cw Linc' the
following yers helped to bıing aboııt a dccline ıo 3rm in December |Y29. k ıeached iıs ııadir aı 2,555 in
November 1930.10' Aftğr iülacDoatd's dcfoction in l93l iı ıose to 6J00, buı dectined to 4300 aı tha cnd of
1932.|6 From 1933 till üıe war it experienced a continuoıs rise in memberstıip: 5,000 in Febrıury 1934; 6500
in F€brıEy 1935; 7500 in July 1935ı 12250 in Jııre 1937; t5J50 in §eptember l93E; 17.756 in July 1939.ı6
In DeccDbG( l94l, folbwing thc Sovieı Union's entry inlo üe war that Jııre, it ıçcgdcd a meobership of
22J38, ıocteıing by Deccmbcr 1942, at ıhc hcigbt of the Banle of Salingıad, o its highest membership araired
befqç c sire of 56ffi.ıo

Tte CPGB's social composition was pıodominantly poleırian. Aı ils 1925 congıoss 69% of tbc
dclegaıcs wcıç indııstrial şro*ğs, $th 4% coming ftom 'dccisivc' hcavy indıstics (coal, iıon, stccl
engineering, snlpUılHlng) ard2s% from ıight iıdııstry. A qıırtcr werc from cbrical occuprtbıı§, and 6% weıç

9 Workıri Drcdıoııghı,esp. of 17 S€p@mber l92l.

ıo ivlacfarlarc,Tru Brlıiıh Coıııııuııist Poty,g. ü.
ıo Jane Degras (&r,Tlu Coıwııııııis lııqmtbııal 1919-1943. Docııııunıs, Vol. 2 (london, 197l), p.

14t.

'@ Sam Bomstein and Al Richrdsoıı, Agalı.sı tlıe Sıreanı: A Hisıory of ılu Trouğist Movcment in
Britaiı 1n5-193E (Londor\ l98O, pp. 4-5; Klugmann, Hisıory of CPGB, Vol. 2, p,3n.

'' Reg Gıove§, Tlu Ballıanı Groııp: How BitishTrotsğism Began (Loııdon, 1974), pp. 63-96.

ığ Pelling, Tlu British Coıııınaııist Party, p. lV2.

'r Die Koıtuııııııistiscfu Intcrnatbıale vor &m VII. Welıkongress, p, ?22.

ı6 Rııssian Centre, 495llülrc37: Report of J.R Campbell, 3 Febıııary 1939 (fc figııres up o
September 1938); Report to l6ıh Party Congıess, p. 13 (for July 1939 fıgııre).

'@ Pelling, Tlu Bitish Coıııınıııist Party, p. |V2.
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hoıısewivts.ıa The pıeadm of poty mcmbgs ırcmplqıed rıxıc to 47%.. in l93l and ü% ıA l932.ıo In
1935 ho*twr 205 of fu 2% caıgrcıs dcl€ganr weıt in cmpbymcoıııo Aı 16 1938 congrcss only 34 out
of 539 debgEıcs wGıı oııt of wd. Tte largcs nıımbc şıgp çlıısified as "in iııdıstry', whil§t 73 werç described
as 'in cbrical şnt, e8.' Fc thc §rst timc, ıdccıing üe pğty's sipificut ııcrııitmcc in this şhcıc, a scpğac
caıegw of "p,ıofessioals" wag ıpcode4 of whom üeıe were 64, along wiıh 16 §udenüı, anoıter gıowü
sectğ, ııı

Ttıoııgİoıı tk ycrs thc CFGB wa§ a yqıııg prty. Debgsıes ,ındcr 35 compised O4?o of. üıe otal
at i§ 1925 cğıgıgıs d67% ü its 1938 ongıu

Ttc propctio of ıpm mcmbcrs wıs csitıuıEd ü 14% iı lYA,ü3 At üe 1938 cogıess jlst ıınder
18% of üG delegıt€s serc wııııGo. Wgtime corıditims fırcıııed üo risc in the nıımber of women delegaıes o
26cb at üe 1943 congrcss. Itrowtrrcr they mly comprised five oııt of üe ılıiıty members of ıhe Exocutive
Commirec whicü it electedlu (tbııgh this ı,ıs a higücr number thm prcvioıısly).

Miamentry electim ıçEılıs oly pıovide a limited picaııc of Couımuııisı influere sinca the pcty orıly
contesEd ı sınall nıımbcr of cogitrcncics.

l1l9ll trvo Cqnmuıistı wcıç clcctd o prlianent, oe d them (SaLlatvala) as aıı official [:boıır
caııdidaa. Atıhqıgh boü wtıc nrıowly dcfcarcd in |n3, Satlatıralı ıçgaiııed his scaı üe ıpıt ycr §taııding
as a commımi§ı wiü lcal, but nc natbnıt hbour paıty smaı

In only me consirey dil a Conımımis sımd agıinsıIıbon candidııs in a gcncıal elecüon befort
lYzg.In 1922 §ix Commımisıı mod obaining {/.Şla voıe§ - n2% d üıe tml cast in tiıoş constiuıeııcies;
ın |Y23 nine Cmmımiss gsircd 76J4l - 26.8Çoı and in 1924 eigbt CFGB candidar.ş ıpccivcd 55,346 - |9,1%,
ln |Y29, frghting agıinsı Iıbü cındidaıa m ıhc 'Class agıinsı Ch!§ı linc, twçaty-§ve Commmiss obtıired
only 50,634 yo@tı _ 5.1% of tb otat in Ocbbcr 193l, aftE( IlıirDon8H's dcscıtim ftom lıboıır, 26
Communists receiııçd 74,8U votcxı - 7.6?o oi. ttıoc cast. No Communist wıs electod m lY29 or 193l.ıE In
1935 ıhe CFGB @idd to sıpct tıboın crdilaıe§ in all oıcept two coııstiüıeıEies, whbh they contested. In
Wesı Fifc Gallacher wası ı€ED€d wiıİn37.4% of thc ıote. In üi§ pefiod üıe CP obtıined 54 seaıs on Urban and
County Corrcitgııc

1 6. Iııqıul Sırucarc oü'Appau{

Iniüally thc CPGB was boscly cgpiscd on a ftdcral and territcial branch basis §inilar b thc BSR from whbh
üe mairity of iıs rcmbcrs cme. Is foıırü cmgress in }vlaıch |92, ffid thıt a cmmission shoutd be
ap,poined ıo matc d€ailed rccommcndations fc thc impleımutim in Britain of the Thess on üe §rucurs
of commımis hrtics' adoerd thc pıevious },cr aı ıhc Thiıd congı€ss of üe comintcm. The ıepct of the

|r Workcri WccHr,23 Ocıobcr l95.

|d Comınaııist Rarieal, VoL 3, No. 7, July 193l, p.29l, and VoL 4, No. 12, Deccnber 1932,p.577.

ıt0 Rtpoıt of Cle&ııtials Commilec, m Hory Polliu Speıks... A Call a all Workırs. With tlu
Resolubıs of tlu 13th Poty Congrcss ([ondon, 1935), p. 79.

ııı Report of Credentials Commission , in For Pcace aııd Plenıy, p. l35.

||2 Wor\erl' WeeHy,23 October |925; For Peace aııd Plenty, p. 136.

|B Speeclus aııd Docııınenıs oİ Slİ,h Coıference, p. 56.

"' For Peace aııd Plenty, p. l35; aniry aıü Vicary. Report of ılu 16ıh Congress of tlıc Coıııınııııist
Parry ([ondon, 1943), pp.59,62.

ıg See Alan Mc Kinnon, "Commuırist Party Etection Tactics - a histğical ı€view", n Maüisıüı Today,
August l9E0, pıp. 2ü26, eş. table of Cqıımunist votes onp.?2.

ıı6 Central Commiğee's Repoo n Iı Can Be Done,pp.7l2-V13.
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commisgion, compfising R Palme Dur (Chair), Ilarry Intpin and l{ğry PoUiE, empha§isod üo need fc
"Centralizcd Diıecüoıı". In placo of a fedcral lcadership wiü disaicı rcpresenotives, congıEıs§oo woııld elecı a
srıall stong woting exccutive commiuee. This 'would hold in its hands all üe ürcad§ of Party activities". [t
would bc dividd ino a Folitbal Bıırpaıı and m Oganizadonal Bıırcau erh of which woub bc ıtsponsibb fc
a nıımber of dcprmens wiü o cxecııtivc mcmbcr in chage of erch. Fıırthcr dcıail€d ı€canııEndatioıts wcrc
made for pğty distrbt aııd bcal cganlzaıln, fraction woıt in thc uade-unbns eE., and pttssıı'

It was well beyond ıbc cpity of a very suıall prty o insıiuııc all üe cmplcx hiorrchical stnıcnıres
and perform üıe multiple tısLs set oııt in the sevuıty-nine pages of üc rcport None üe less it ws§ adoptcd by
üe prty's fifth cogıcss in Ocıober lY2, aıd, c§ı€seoding now Sonırcs and Rubs werç endgsed. Alıbouü
someınodifications woub be nıdcsıbeeqırntly (iırclııdins enlğging üe execuüvecommireelaıer to b9called
üeCenral Cmmiıec), iıüdlrgplydetcrmine the foruıs of cganizatio wiü whiü üıe prty §troye to a€rate
in the prs ahcad"

Fıom lg?A, in keçing with üc Cmintcrn's "Bolshcvizaıin" drivg thc CPCİB nadc spccial cffcts to
prıcitizs the orgaııization of facıcy gloup§ cnırcbi' and "cells"), as ahıeady pıopo§cd in üe 192 organisation
r€pütııı h lY26 it was claimed ıbat l,m of the pcty's 6,000 members weıe cganizıd in t83 frımy cellı
but üese lud dıoped b l00 in Oğober lVn,ııı and uıeıe down o mly twenty-foıır in Jııre l93l.ıD Ttıe
CPGB'S twelfth congcsı in Novcmber 1932 ıevealed thaı less üan l0% of the mcmbership wac cg;ınized in
factory cells and bss thr 30% in "süEfı 9oll§", ıhe only basic ırıis ıheıı allowed for.ıa

Eveıı ıyiüı scne growü the meınbcrship was too srnatl aııd dişpers€d fg moç than ı minority to be
organi?Ed ino a wo§lacc c süücet gıotıp. A ıtcogpition of üis led the Cental Cmnince in Juıııry 1936 o
decidg ıo re+$ablish hancbo§. Ttcsc woıldcompise rşa gıuıps, §trcetgıuıp§ (whcrı six c ıngs mcmbcrs
tived in the same a djrccnı suçcıs), ad frğy gıoup§ (üe tcım "cell' w88 dıopcd) in a givcn laality.ız
In üe period tp to üıe war soıııe sııocess ş,as rchbııed in building up ftctory grcups, but üey continııed o
embrrcc only a sııall pıqction of thc mcnbcrship. In th€ best Disricç Londo, thiı amounrcd in 1938 o
9%.|ı

Oııly wiü ıb §ocod ıvqtd wu was ıbe CPGB ablc o implemeıu the oft-ıtpcated injımction ıo cı§ııre
that "üe main weight of hty memberstıip and organization be established in the frctorie.s".ıı' Thı§ was made
possible by ıhe big expoıısbn of ta pdııction hctories to be folbwed by the subsuntial gıowü in paıty
m€mb€rship aftcr Jre l94l. Fetcy gıoııpE mı§kooıncd and thc most şrcccssfrıl rceğld mıss ıçcrııitmcnı
inaeasing thcir membcrship a ffi c mre,ı! kadoıfoılly, thc CPGB was fa üc first timo ııcccssfiılly
implcncntiıg cplzd,md fams çco Gaılicı s inagıal üı is "Bdshcvizaıiın" at the very timc whcn

||1 Reprt on Orgoıiuıbn prcvııted hy ılıc Poty Coııımission ıo ılıc Aıırııul Coı{creııcc of ılıc
Coıııınııııist Poty ü Grcaı Brlaüıı" Ocabcr 7, ln2 Çl.ondou lY22r.

ııı |8 lbid,, p. 38; "Tteseg o Bolshevizatiın", in Repr7 ğ tlu Scvcuh Congrcss (Iondon, lg25), pp.
2ü-2nl.

ıı9 EJ{. ür1 Socialism in Oııe Coıaııry, p. 933; Kenneü Newton, Tlıe Sociobgy of British Coııııruıııişn
(Lorıdon, 1969), p. 176.

ı20 fu Tlo Coııımıuıisı lruerıatioııal 15 tü[rch L932,p. L65.

|^ Resolutioıs Adopıed by ılu Twelfth Congress of ılu Coıııınıııi* Party of Greaı Binin t,..] 1932
(London, n.d.), p. 20.

ız R.W. Robson, "On Communis Organization", Discııssion, No. 2, }ü4arch 1936, pp. 25-27.

La lıııdon Districı Congress, 1938. Discıısşion Statement ([ondorı, nd-), p. 19.

'' Drüı Discııssion Sıaıeııuııl for tlıe Congress of tlıc Loııdon Disticı of ılu Coıııınıııist Parry of Greot
Biıain t..,] 1940 (London, n.ü), pp. 13-14.

ı6 See, e.g., Eric Godfrey, "The Factry Brigade at'Work", ın Organizing an Offensive Action ([ondon,
1943), pp. 1619.
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politically it was moıing frırthcst frm Bol§bcviL rwolutfonuy perşcctives
whcn it ııas foımed üe CFGB had vcry few paid officialg Thani§ to thc §ıb§o$ı€nt intıoductim of

a üghtcr bııdgetry and dııcs §y§tcm with a memberstıip thı was scadily rising ııp o thc cnd of 1926, an
increasc in thc nıımbcr of frıll-timc ıvgbıs gxn bccamc po§sibb. It wa§ as§isd by thc Cominıcın şıbsidiçs.
By lW Comintcın rccğd§ sbwd thc CFGB wiıh a mcmbcrship of somc l0,(X)0 cmploying twcnty-sir pğty
woıtcrs (poütical aııd rcchnical) ü its bdqıEğs and another twenty-tk€o ıvuting in thc di§tricts.ıI It is
howwer doubthıt if all of üem werc ıeceiving a ıegıür Fıq}, wagc. low as this wa&

With a rising membership aııd home-bascd income patiaılarty in thc second half of üıe ıhinies, üıe
number of full-ıime wgıt€f§ agin inaeascdJ? Neır ccntal 0actneııts weıc estıbiishod and old ores
expandcd with a modest iılcı€asc in paid satr Ahnssidc thc moc e,ıpericocod activi*s §clcrcd fc thesc posts
were promising, highly active aııd decply canmiccd yomg€r peo,ple iırctuding sradııatcs bah of the Lerıin
school in }vloscow aııd of Bıitish univcrsitics.

Tho inrodrıction in 1929 on üe Cominteıa's insi,scace of thc ıecomıneııdod lis sysem for ehcting üıe
Central Commincc holped to tromotc and peçetıate üıe control of the party by a small and üle gıoııp of full-
time officiats, mosı of whom onFy€d bolü popıılaıity in üc CPGB and üıe rypı,oval of l\iloscow.ı'

17. Tlıc Coırıınıııist Prcss

Thc publication and sab of Communist papcr§ ı€pe§ğıtcd onc of üe mo§t sııcccssful şhaas of üıc CPGB's
activiücs.FıDm lYlDlYlitpııUisnoarecı*,vctyTlıcCoııuııııııist(l92f-l923),Workgi Wcckly(|ü23-|nn
anüWo*ers' Iifc (lW-|9l) çııw wçet as its ınain Ggan. rbg Sıındo, Workır, though with a broadcr laboıır
moyement sponsontıip, wu Commuıist<dicü

Thesc papers weı€ sııp€rseded by thc Doily Workıı laıınched oı l Janııary l93O ırhich şıas the
CPGB's mst ambitioıs aııd importanı pıbtishing venüıı€. Overcming eııorınquı difficulües it ınanaged to
su§tıin unbrokeo daily pııbücaıion with thc cxcc4kırı of the ninetecıı months following the bgı imposed on it
in Janııary l%l. Acting as üıc puty's moııüpiece and edited by memben of its Foütfoxl Bııreau it uııfailingy
agiıated aııd soııght i, win §upport fc thc prwtltıg po|itical liıp of üıe CPGB.

Tb Dıdt! Workg'g ciıqlıim ıos ftom ll,m in lql0 to 40,0G50,0m in 1939, wiü higüer sales
figııras for üc §anıdıy issırcs. ln 1943 iı was sclling l00,m0 cçics lirıicd by rcıvşrint ıE§trbtions

Amoııg ılıc oü€r jroals a§iıEd wiü üc CFGB a special posiüo wu coıpicd by Laboıa
Monıhlr, apperlng frğn l92l as "A Magızinc of lııtcınatkınal lıboıır". Alıhoııgh rcııcr officially a CFGB
joıınıal, it was edircd by R. hlmc Dur in ecğdmcc with üıe party's policies whici hc helped o frame. Its
circulation incrca§ed ftm 3,00G3JO in 1930 o 20,000 at the €nd of l90.ı'

Paıticulrly notable weıç üe paıty'§ frcuy ı}ıpenı, most appeaing fquıightly, of which by üe mid-
l90s üeıc wgıE ov€r ı hıındı,oüıİ In l93l 40,re50,0O read€r§ wçıt claimed.ıtt

1 8. " Sympaıhiıing Or ganizatioııs"

'! O. Piatnitsky, Tlu Organizaıbn ğ a World Parry (t.ondon, 1928), p. 6l.

'' See annoııncemens in Pcrry Organiser in 1938-1939 of cganizers appointed !o new disricts and
gıowü aıeas.

ız In ı939 ıhe head of ıtıe Comintern'§ Fğsonel Dcprğıı€nt ssnt a list of ıhe new CPGB Poütical
Bııreau o the Soviet §€cırity organ§'for chccking on"! (Fridrikh Firsov, 'Die Sğııbcrııngen im Apprat Ğr
Komintetn", Pap€r to lvianüeim Uniııenity Scicntific Symposiıım, "'}Veisse Fleck€n' in der Geschichtc des

Welüommunigıııs", Feb,nıary, lWL pp. l&t9.)

'a DuE Fapers, K4: To PB,4 Janııary |93O; Laboıır Monilğ, Vol. 23, No. l, Janııary |94,1,9.2.

ıa Klugmann, History of CPGB, Vol. 2., pp. 3G3a3.

|'l Tlu Coınıııwıist Interııatbıul, 15 lytarch 1932, p. L69.
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We have alıeady secıı how the CFGB guidcd aııd iııflueııced sııc,h "sympaıhizing orguiz8tion§' as üQ NIJWlvt,
üe Nlvll\d, aııd the LAI. Iı wgıked in a similr way in üe Internaıioııal Class War Prisoııcn' Aid (larer ısııamed
üe Interıational lıboıır Defeııcç), Wqteıs' kırcrnıtional Relief (WIR), and thc Friend§ of üe Soviet Union
(FSU; later called üıc Rııssiı Today Society), which was formed in lV?jl and soqı clıimcd a mcınberslıip of over
20,000.ılı §l theşe organlzıtons uıeıe pıoscribed by üe taboıır Party along wiü ı nıımber ot d lıoc
carrıpaigning bodies sırch as üe Anti-War Moveıııent, sarrcd B 1932" and the Relbf Comıniree fc thc Victims
of Germaı Fascisrn, formed in 1933.

Anothcr organization whbh camc ımdcr srong Communist influencc, though by no mcaııs otıl conrol
was the l.eft Book Clıü, which noıırishcd tom 1936 üll 1939 and pııovidcd a ınass basis fo thc Pçıılr hmt
campaip üampioned by the CommımistPrty. By Atril 1939 membership of thc club şııs aboııt 57,000,8 laıge
part of whom participaıed in iE 1200 discııssion groups. However in Ocbber 1939 the publisher Victor
Gollancz, ı mcınbcr of üe l:boır hıty, who foıınded and retained a firm coııtrol over üe club, srongly
opposed the CPGB's aııti-ıyar rm. An lrrcembU breeh develqed wiü Communisıs leaving üe club.ı3

The Yoıııg Commuııisı L€agııo (YC[-) was formed in l92l as the British section of üıe Young
Commımis Inteımationat It was muüıally agıecd with the CPGB thaı it would be cganizationally irıdepeııdcnt
but 'ıınder üe political diıection of thc Prty", wiıh thc two organizatidıs repesented on erch oüer's execuüves.
The YCL's memboship iııcrca§ed ftrm abouı 500 in lYlA tD 1,800 aı üıe end ot |926.|l It dwindled ıo a few
hıındrcdin the "Chss agıinsClass" period, when its leaders şeaıteaded the iüoscow-inşircdcaııpaign again§t
the T,ighı daııgcr" in the CPGB leaderüb. Rom 1934 it grew srcadily, rerhing 4,602 members in 1938. tt
rerched i§ higb€st figııre of 10,000 in t942.ı§ In 1935 it laııııched a poıpular monthly 1ge4Clallcngc, which
became a weekly n lY37 aııd sold aıı average of 20,000 copies in 1938.15

19. Ekııunts of a British Coıııınıııist Cüagc

Britistı Commırıiss coıbined ıiıeir own natioııal, ıcgiorıal aııd class culUııes with elernents of a specifrc
Commımist culnıre. Whuı they Fiııed üe party ıhey were absorbed into an unısınlly high degree of political
activisn" eom 1930 mııch revolved aıoıınd collecting bıındles of Daily Workırs from the ıailway staıions in tbe
erly hoıırs of the nığııing, tating sryplbs tıı bcal ııewsagents and selling the pper publicly ıhemsdves"
Aıound Cbristna§ timc they w€ıE üı be foııııd woting for Daily Workcr bazaaı§ to ıaiso moıDy for the p4er.

Exuı effcts wae ıcquiıod üııing üiııes aıd campaigns on immediaıc issırs as well as in §peciıl
"recrııiting w€€ts". Aı tho uırı of every year üeıe was a 'raregistration canıpaign' aimi4g !o get all members
o pay off any üıes an€iar§ and tab out calds fc the ııew year.

l lfay wat a partioılrly inpğtrnt date in the Commıınist calcndg. Whercas official Iıboın
demonstrations w€(€ on the first §ıınday in l\ıiıy, the Communists made a poinç especially in Inıdon, of
celebrating wiü lite-mfuıded left_wingerı on l ltıiay itself. Orı Empire Day, officially celetraıed ev€ry year on
?Alıllıy, rcmb€rs of ıhc C? ad ıho YCL cgınizcd "Down with Empirc" dcmnsııaıionc

lviarıist politbal edııcaıim thıougİ classes" schmlıı public lecnırcs and pivaıe sndy were a cenual prt
of the Communisı culnıre.ı' In thc sccond half of üıe 1930s the CPGB orgaııizı€d a series of coloııfrıl pegcan§
in londoıı and other tow]ıı!ı coııımcmorating impctaııt episodes in Britislı popıılar and worting class history.

In ı very few localiües betrveen the wars the CPGB exercised poütical and cultıral hegemony in
a$nciation with left-wing Iaboın coungillors. Thesc weıe placas like }vtardy in South Wales, Chopwell in

ı'EJ{. Carr, Foııııfuıioııs of a Plarııud Ecotomy, Vol. 3, Part 1 (Lorıdon, 1976), pp. 309-310.

'3 See Jotın Lewis, rlıc W Book Clü: An Hisıoical Record (london, 1970); Mogaıı, Agaiıst
Fascism aııd War, pp. 25L272.

'' Klugmaıın , History of CPGB , Vol. l, p. 24; Vol. 2, pp. 352, 357 .

's Newıon, Tlıe Socioloy oİ Briıish Coırıınuııüm, p. 161.

'5 Braııson, Hisıory oİ CPGB, p. 182.

'' See Snıart lviacintyre, A Proletarian Sciınce: Marıism in Bitain, 1917-1933 (London, 1986).
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Dıırham (wiü a "Commımisü Clıü" esıablish€d in 1912),ıı and üe Vale of l*ven in Scotland" which were
dubbed "Liule Moscows".ı9 In thesc gcas Commıııisıs combined welt-sıryportcd political and educaıioııal
activiües wiü coırccrtş darıces, wğtcrs' sport, unemployed bands, üvely celebıations on 1 ivtay, nred funeral§",
and floııriüing braıEhcs of the Friends of thc Soviet Union. Ttnough üe F§U ıeciprccat visis by woıters'
dclcgptes, chiHrcn and şcs tc8ın§ weı€ anaııgcd" In these places Commuııist leadcnhip, dcçly rmted in üe
locıl community, build on thc conscioı§ırc.s§ and coırccrns of the working pcople coıınd üem and fostcıpd a
wider ııationsl aııd international socialis ouüook They succeeded in achieving wlut so clerly eluded üıe
Communist Party in ıhe coıınry as a wholc. Howev6, as LJ. lviacfarlane, oıp of üıe mosı serious hisoriaıs of
üe C?C}B, has concludcd: "All had noı beon in vain. Ttp Communist Prty for all its faııls, lud helped !o k€ep
alive a spirit of ıçsistarcc o thc meck acc€ptrre of haıdstıip and poverty as economic facts of life.nıo

ı§ Raymond Challinor, Iolu S. Clarke: Parlianunıaian, Poet aııd Lion-Tanur ([ondon, IVl7),w.2O-
2l.

ıD See Strıart }vtacinryıe, Little Moscows. Coııımunism aııd Working Class Milinncy h Inur-War Bitain
(London, 1980).

10 ivtacfarlaııe, Tlıc British Coııunıuıist P*ty, p.287.
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Appeıüix : Availoble S oıııces

a).4rcüves

The largest collecüon of CPGB maıerial is in the Communist Party Library, Picüıre Ubary and Archive, u 99
Wallis Roa4 london E9 sLN. It is owned by the Deınocratic IJft, the successc organizaton siııce l99l o the
CPGB. Its own €xtcnsive ı€co,rds of all aspects of the activities of the CPGB and "sympathizing organizatioıu'
haııe beerı sııpplemented in rccem yers by stsnogıa[ı§ and minııqs on microfilm of cental commioee and
Political Bıııcaıı meetings from l93G1939, whiciı had been sent !o lııloscow at thc timc. It is now accessiblc o
all reseachers and snıdeııs by arraııgemenı wiü ıhe librarians.

fuı extensive co[ecüon of ınaıeıial relaıed o üıe CPGB and "Sympathizing organizatioıu" is in üıe
Cominıern Aıçhive (Stsk 49' at thğ Russiaıı Cenre for the Storing aıd Suıdy of Docıımcns of Contemporary
Hisory (formerly üıe Central Party Archiııe). It rypears now !o be generally rccessiblc o rcscachers. (Ihe
CPGB, and subsequently üe Demogatic lıft, signified o üıe Ceııtne üeir agıeement that ftee rccess üould be
given o all CPGB materiat)

Oüer relevant aıchive matcrial can be foımd ağ iviarx }viemorial Libary, iondon (including ttıe
Intenıatioııal Brigade Milıaid Archive); the Wcting Class Movpment Libırry, Sdfğü the }vlodern Rccords
Centrc of üe University of Warwich üe i:boın Archive at the Brynmc Jones Libary at the University of Hull;
the Archive of the Souü wale.§ Mincfs ü Univers§ College, Swansea; the tüass-Observation Aıchive ü üıe
Univenity of Sıısser üıe Depaıtnenı of Sound §oııces aı the Imp€dal War Mııseıım Lodon (interviews on
Spaııish and second world şıaıs); hıblic Recod Office, Kew (Cabiııct Papers, Home and Foreip Office Reccds,
and l\ıtetropoliun Police R€pons).

b) Persoıul Collectbııs aıü Papers

These inctude: R. Page Arnot and Reginald Bridgeman in the laboıır Archive at üe University of Hü; Ben
Bradley, Emile Bıırns, Ivor l\ı[onlagıı uıd Ilrry Pollitr in üe CornmıuıistParty Archiııe; RP. Duu, partly in üe
Communis hty Aıchive, putly in the Briüsh Library; Wiltiam Gattacüer, pctly in üıe Commuııis Paıty
Aıchive, partly in the tvirı lı&nıaial Librry; Artlııır [tromer in üc Minen' Archive at üe University of
Swansa; Tom Maıın, pgtty in the Communist Party Aıchive, partty in üc Tom llıfann Aıchivg Covuıtr5ı; J.
Walon Newbold in üe Rylands Librry, University of }vtanchesteç §ylvia Farıkhıınt in the International In$inıE
of Social Histcy, Amst€rdaıı.

c) Pıülic Soıırce Mateials

These include reporğı of Congıesseq meetings of leading bodieş Conginıions and Rules, pırograırımatb
documeııts, as well as bools aıd pamphleıs on a wide raııge of themes. In addition theıc are new§papcfs,
paıticutrly ıIıe Daily Workır, uıd periodicals.

d) Aıııobio graphies, M cıtuirs aııd Bio graphies

Auobiographies and memoirs have been pıblished by, i.a-, Tom Bell, Fred Copeman, William Gallacher, Wal
llannington, George llady, Arthın Homer, Dougias Hyde, Joe Jacobs, I{ğry McSiıaıE, Abe Moffaı, J.T.
Mıırphy, Will Paynter, Phil Piratin, Harry Polliu, Philip Spraa, Robert Stewart aıd Ernie Trory.

Biographies have beeıı wriaeıı of Isabel Brown, Tom ivlaıııu Sylvia Pankiııırst, Harry Pollitr and Shapıırji
Saklawala.

Joyce M. Bellamy aıd John Saville (eds.), The Dictionary of Laboıır Biogr4hy ([ondon, 1972ss.), eight
volumes !o date, carries valııable material on a numbcr of Commıınists and associates.

e) Bibliography

Alan J. lvtacKenzie, 'Communisıır in Briain: A Bibüogrryhy", Bıılletin of the Sciety for the Snıdy of Laboıır
Hislory, No. 44, Spring 1982, pp. 234l, p,rovidğ§ a valııable comprehensive list of bottı books aııd articles up
to l98l. It is supplernented by Martin Dıırhaııı, jöü., No.45, Autumn 1982, pp. 9-10.
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