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The vkpo) ana the communist International

The All_Union Coınrııınist Prty (of üe Bolsheviks) (Vsesojıızıuja komıııııisıiğeslqja puüja (bol'ğevikov);
VKPO» - ftom 1918_1925 tho Commımist Party of Russia (of the Bolsheviks) (Rossijskaja kııııınıııisfıöeskıja
paıtija (bol' ğcvikov); RKPO)) and aftğ 1952 üıc Commuııist Party of the USSR (Koıııınıııütiğcskıja partija So-
vcıskogo Sojııul KPSS) - has ben thc leading fgçe of üıe Soüeı state since it led üe rpvolution in Rııssia uıd
took power in Ocober 1917. Tbc crpation of thc party was aıınounced aı üe fiıst congıess in 1898. It was
acnıally foıınded at the second Gongr€§s of ıhe party in 1903 wheıı its rules and programme were adopted The
party's gel was fqııııüıcd as folbws: to cpuııE poütical pow€r for the worting class and o esablish üıe
dicıatoship of üe poleıariaı Tbç ııamc of tbe pğty - üıe Rııssiaıı Social-Democraüc Wortcrs' Prty
(Rosşijskaja social&ıtıobatiöcskıja rüoĞaja wıtija) - was changed in l9l7 when it became the Ru§sian
Social-Democıatic Worters' Pğty (of üıe Bolshevits) (t...l botğevikov); R§DRPO)). After üıe sırccessfrıl
Ocober Revolution the party goverred all şheıas of poütical, social, econornic and culUıral üfe in the country
and is internal and foreigı polby. Dccisbns adoptcd by üıe party leader§hip weıc binding o all sate and
voluııtary organizaiims in the coııntry. They dctermined the guidelines of developmeııt for Sovkt society. Tho
VKPO) was ıhe only legal poüücal party in the country and is ideological dogmas constinıted the basis on
which the social and poliıical §ystom frıncüon€d"

OfEcially thc VIPO) was considcıcd a section of the Thind, üe Communisı International but rcuıally
it had acquired the leading ıole in iı

The main bulk of üc docııııeııts on tbe hisory of üe relations betweeıı üıe RKPO) - from 1925 üıe
VKPO) - ard üıe Cominterı ğ€ to be foıınd in ıhe aıchives of ıhe Commuııist International siuıated in the
Russian Cenre for the Prescrvation and Snıdy of }vioderı Histay Documens (ioso;s&j Centr clvaıunija i
izııEanija fuhııııeııav ııovcj§cj istoriiı RCChIDND. The arçhives contain the minutes of the Comintcrn's
Congresses, documens thaı higülight üıe activiües of the leading bodie§, in particular of the Cominteın's
Execuıive Commiuec (ECCD uıd its subdivisios (üıe minutes of üe ECCI's plenary meetings and sessioıs, cor-
rcşonOerce wiıh paıties and tbirrcpesenuıivc§, diractives), as well as ısport§ wiüı information from different
paıties, etc. Oth€r imputaııt E ıııpcı on üc giveıı nıbiıcı are üe paper§ of üıe VKPO) Ceııtral Commiree, of
iıs deparunens and divisio§, pcrsoıl pap€rs of Lenin, Zinoviev, Sıalh erc., deposited in üıe RCChIDM.
Pıcviously access o üen was ı€süicte( since tbe aıchives in geneıal belonged o ıhe KPSS. Reseuchers needed
a spocial p€rmit ftom ıhe Comnıınist Pırty in qırstion to get aoc€ss to üıe documerıs pertaining to iırı history.
Oı Z August l99l all party archivas weı€ nınrcd over to ıhe staıe and resricüorı of access ıo their ppenı was
lifted.

A significant number of soıırces on thc arinıdg§ of üe VKP(b)'s leaderslıip o üıe Comintern and on
relations berweçn üe laner and vgioıs gov€nımenı dcpctmens of üıc Soüeı staiğ aı€ d€positcd in üe
appropriate deparmcnal arçhivcs and ap not available to rescaıçher§.

Available pııblished §ouıpe§ include minutes and verbatim rpcords of üe Comintern's Corıgresses
(except for ıhe Seventh Congress), and of the ECCI's pleııary meetings (except for üe VItrüı and Dfth Plerıııms).
documenıs published in Lenin's complete wüi§, in üe worts of Zinoviev, Salin and Troısky and in collectioıu
of üe worts of Bukharin and Radek Available pııbücations also contain dauments reflecting the Bol§ıevits'
struggle to create üıe Corıinteın, lınin's ıole in the elabcation of the Comintern's poütical guidelincs, as well
as resolutions and decisions by Coıgresses and Plenums.

ln Soviet hisoriography ıelations betweeıı üe VKPO) and the Comintem have not yet been subjected
o special aııalysis. Sovieı hisorians have for some time been dealing wiü the gerıeral and şpecifrc problems of
ıhe hisory of the Cominıern. ln titeranıre pıülished prior o 1987 üe policy of üıe Comintern arıd ıhe acüviües
of the VKP(b) represeııatives in üıe ECCI werg treated vindicaorily. CIhe aııhor of üis article did not avoid
üis appoach either.) Sectariaıı uends in üıe Comintern aııd üe negaüve results of the Salin persorıality cult
were discıssed but üıe main focus wa§ on the evideııce of the positive role of üe Comintern in üe dcvelopment
of the various Communist Parties, in the creation of the United and Popular Fronts, in üe uniting of anti-Fascist
forces etc. Such one-sidedııess ıqsulted from the obligaıion !o follow existing stereot}Tes when analysing üe
hisoric process, and also frorıı the unavailability of sources c the limited access to those available.

Recently, in a number of publicatiors, üere have been attempts at a critical revision of üe Comintern's
hisıory, including üe hisory of ıhe relatiors between the leaders of ıhe VKP@) and üıe ECCI and the influence
of Stalinism upon üe Comintern. This article summarizes üıe latest results of the development of Soviet
hisoriography of üe Comintern.
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1. Lenin and ıhe Crearion of ılıc Coninıern as "ılıe Headqıurıers of tlıe World Revolıııion"

Lenin set himself üıe ask of creating üe Third tnternationat in üe auuımn of 1914.ı Sriving for üe unity of
socialisS from different countries dııring World War I, Lenin and his sup,portcrs assumed that the funre
international organization ıvould ıınitc isolaıcd groups of ıhe proleariat to propare and rccomplish üe Wold
Socialist Revolution. Lenin's thegçüca|, political uıd practical work in üe war period was aimed aı creating
the basis for such an orgarıizaıion.2

Lenin considered the sırcğssfrıt Octob€r Revolution of 1917 in Russia as üıe starting point of the epoch
of World Revolution, and Bolshevisn as an ideological and political basis for a new Commuııist movement, ias

a model of tactics for all".3 The Bolsbeviks, logeüıer with üe left-wing of the laboıır movemenı§ in oüer
couııtries, pinned üıeir hopes upm üıe succes§ of World Revoluüon. They auached primcy imponance o
founding an organization thaı cotıld tate üc l€ad in üıe world revolutiorıary strugge against the boıırgeoi§e and
o üıe creation of an tnteınıtional §oviet Repıblic.

From late 1917 onwaıds üe Bolsheviks made several attempts to sıuıımon a conference ıo uniıe
supportenı of the idea of World Rcvoluüon.'Wiıh the aim of uniıing foreign working people tiving in Russia
(former prisoners of war and imnlgıens) aııd cdııcıting ıheın potitically in the ideas of BoMevism, üe prty
organized special foreigıes' 8ıoııp§ aıd şctbn§. In irtay l9l8 they were united ino a Federation of Foreigp
Groups of the RKPO) Central Commiüee headed by B6la Kun. Members of these groups laıer reuırııed to üeir
home counries and ook an active paıt in founding Communist parties.5

oıı Z Decemb€r l9l8 the RKP(b) Central Commitıee addressed an appeal o prties and gıoups ıhaı
supported the plaform of thc Third Inıernational. It ıırged üem not to participate in üe conference called by
üe British Labour Party in oder to €sabüsh üıe Secorıd tnternaıional and instead !o unite ino a single intema-
tional organization o promote World Revolution

oıı 24 January I9|9 Pranfu published an appeal wriuen by Trotsky ıırgıng ıhe convening of üe Finı
Congıess of ıhe Communist Inarnaıional. This appeal was adopted u üıe intemıiorıaliss' meeting hetd in
Moscow. It briefly formulated the idcological and poliücal aims, tactics and organizational principles of üe
future Intemational.

At üıe First Congıess of ıhe Comintern, held 2{ lviaıch l9l9, üe RKPO) was regıesentcd by a
delegation including - be§idE§ L€nin aııd Tho§ky - Cıregory Zinoviev, Joseph Stalin, Nikolai Buihğin and
George Chicherin; Val€rian Obol€nsky (Odn§ky) aıd Vaclav Vorovsky had a voice withoııt a yote.

Speeches, and drafts suggcsıcd by üe dcleguion of üıe RKP(b), e:rpıressed confideııce that the boıırgeois
order was on üıe verge of collryse uıd could not rqııCI]A indusry or overoome disnıptioı. The Bolshevils saw
Wcld Revolution as üc only soluıion Thcy gaııc particulr emphasis to the task of uniting all ıhe ıçıoluüoııary
forces and sressed üıat world ıtvolutionry objectives mu§t have pıiority over the interesu of any single country.
They set down the motives fc fiırtiıer conft,oııııtion with the Social Democıats. Moreover they considered üıe
right-wing §ocial Democras to be coıntcr-ıwolutioııary and set üeınselves to dienatc all the revolutionry

ı Ja.G. Temkin and B.M. Tupolev, Ot Vtorogo k Treı'emu Internacionalu (Moscow, 1978), p. 78.

'Jakov Temkin, Lenin i ııuIdıııuıodıuja socialdenıobaija. I9l4-19l7 (Moscow, 1968), pp. 74-76; N-E.
Korolev, Lenin i ıneğdunarodııoe raboğee dviğenie. 1914-1918 (Moscow, 1968), pp. 23-37.

3 V. l. trnin, "The Pıoletarian Revolution and ıhe Renegade Kautsky", in V. I. Lenin, Collecıed Works,
45 vols., (Moscow, 1960-1970), 23, p.293; Igor Kıivoguz, "Sud'ba i nasledie Kominterna" , Novaja i
novej§aja istoija,1990, no. 6, pp. 34.

a Ruüı Stoljarova, "V.I. IJnin i sozdarıie KommunistiĞeskogo Internacionala", in B.M. Lejbzon and K.K.
§lrlnla (eds.), /z istorii Kominrerııc (Moscow, 1970), pp. 6-10.

5 Jıırlj §erbatov,.{siry Vetikogo Oktjabrja. Wad internacionalistov i raboöee dviğenie v stranach
Ceıxralııoj i Jugo-Vostoönoj Ewopy (1917-1921 gg.) (Moscow, 1982).
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proletıırian elemerııs from üe "cenutn.6
The RKP(b) was ıhe oly orıe of üe few üuı existing Communist parties to be in pow€r. Thus it

nanırally became üe org;anizer of üc congıcss. Thc Rkp(b) geneıously §haıEd wiıh oüıçr parties the vast
expericncc of üe revolutbnary stnıggle it had accıımulaıed. Thc foıınders of üıe Comintern ıegudcd the üıeoıe-
tical, ideological and poliücal ars€oal of Iınin's paıty a§ a plafcm orı which Commımists could be united"

fiıe congress expro§sed it§ gratinıde and admiration for üe proletriaı of Russia and iıs leading foıce
- üe Bolsheviks.? It calted for rctive support of the Sovieı sarc and for üıe supplyıng of economic aid.
Enüısiastic evalıution of üe social aıd ecoınmic mea§ures adopted by üe Soviet §tate did not truly reflect üe
actııal siuıation in its natioml €coomy. Iat€r on, when üe sitııation in üe Soviet stıE was discııssed at üe
Comintem's Congrcsses, participans woııld alwıys look at it ıhıough "t§e.ccüoııı€d §poct&le§", willingly or
uııwillingly indulging in wi§hfrıl thi*ing. Informaıion spead by üe Comintern qı üe Soviet sinıation was based
upon daıa suppüed by offıcial rcpesenatives of the Soviet state and upon inforrnaüon frorn üe Soviet p,ıess,

so peqle abroad received an illııscy aııd embellished picure of the life of üe Soviet people.
TlıeCongress decidedtbuüeCommıınistlnt€maıional stıouldbe ledby anExecutive Commiüee, with

members from üe parties of mair coııntries. Beforç üıey arrivd üe impcant po§t§ weı€ given o
rep,esenıatives of ıhe prty ıhıı hostd ıhc EccI. Thus the leading part played by the Bolstıeviks in thi§
intermtioııal Cmmunis orplzaton was cgablished.

After üıe Congıess, mass meeıing§ and ralli€s in Moscow and Perogıad took place, at which Soviet
workers demonstrated their solidarity wiü the revolutionary movemenı in other countries. [t ıvas sressed that
the founding of ıhe Cominıern wa§ cyidcıEc of nryport for üe Soviet Republic by the woıld proleıaıiaı This
idea was süongly sıeegtod by tb 1nrty's eıqaganOa The Comintern itself was consideıed a symbol of the
solidarity of working peopb in oü.8 coııntrics wiü the Soviet stata Pıopagındı d€claı€d thaı assistance and
supportfor the Sovietpeoıplc &om oüercoııntrigs was an indication of their readiness to follow the ıoute alıeady
taken by üe soviet staıe. Rkp o) dclegaıcs to thğ EccI ısııally made reports aı party congıqxıes on their acü-
viües wiüin the Cominıern These ıeports also claimed thaı the intemational Communist movement approved
of uıd supported the Bolstıcvils' politics and poticy.

The fouıding of thc Thiıd Int€matioat was widely commented on aı the YItrth RKPO) congress, held
on 18-23 L,tğch l9l9. A ıesdutio §r€ssed ıhsı th€ Coıgıess "fully suppctcd the plafcm of the Comintern'.
The RKP O) would ıısc all its iİflırre ıo aılfil te garıO "ims oİ üıoThiıd lnternatloıl aııd it instıucted its
Centrat Comminee "o give sumg and comprehensive suppğt !o the uganization aııd activities of the Third
Intcrnational".ı On 16 tdğch üc RIQO) C€rıtral Corımiuee confırmed the appoinuneııt of Zinoviev o üo post
of Chairman of the lnıcrnational Copnııni§t Bıııeau The Pı,opaganda Deputment of üe Feqlc's Commissuiı
of Foreign Atrairs as well as ıhc fqpign comnıınisgıoııps were putunderüe aııthority of thc ECEI. Bııtharin
was appointed Zinoviev's vicc+hairmaıı. On 13 Atrıl ıho Central Commiüee §ent a dir€ctive to all its
organizations ordering üem o sıppğt üe Third Intemational.

Besides Zinoviev aııd Bul$rin, soıııe other members of üıe RKPO) joined the ECCI Bııreau. Among
them were AngeliLa Balabarcvı and Jan Berzin, wbo became the ECCI's secıetgies, Gustıv Klingec, üe ECCI'g
business-manager, Wactaw Vcovsky, lviaxin Liivircv, L€onid Karathaıı and A. lvten§hoi.' A sig;nificant
numberof üeRKPO) members whohad been living in emigration and weıt acqıninted with laboıır mov€menüı
in otiıer coııntries weıe ap,poinıed as ofEcials of üıe ECEI.

The party gave financiıl stıpport o üe ECCI and ıhıough it o other Commıııist parties. orı 7 }vtay

6 Friedrich Firsov and Dina Kıınina. "Razme,ievanie v raboğem dyiZenil Vop,ıosy bor'by s oppgtınista-
mi i ğenrisami za soidanie kmmıınist'ığaskich partij i I kongress Kominterna", in I(K. §lrinjn er 4r., (eds.),
Pewyj kongress Komiılcrıa. Vclikij Oktjabr' i roğ&nie meIdıaurodııogo koııııtuııiştiğesbgo dviienija
(Moscow, l98O, p,p. 365-366.

7 Grarıt Adibekov, "I kongress o roü Soveskoj Rossü na mirovoj arcne, o meidunarodnom poloienü i
protivoroĞijach imperializm{, ibid, pp. 279-?3O.

' "O Kommunistiğeskom Inlernacionale", in Kommıınisıiöeskaja partija Sovetskogo Sojuza v rezoljucijach
i reienijach s'ezdov,l<oıferencij i plenınuv CK, 1917-1922, Vol. 2 (Moscow, 1983), p.92.

9 Friedrich Firsov, Iınin, Komiuern i sıaııovlenie l<ommunistiğeskich partij (Moscow, 1985), pp. 4748.
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1919 the RKP(b)'s Organizatioal Bureau atlocated 3 million roubles o the Cominterıı.ıo Subseqııenüy the
ECEI's budget was also subsidized in rccordancc with üe RKPO) leadership's decisions.

Supported by the RKPO) üıe ECEI's Bıııeaıı seııt iıs re,presenatives o different countries to establistı
tiı'ks with left-wing elemenıs in the laboın moveınenı and ıo assist in orgarıizing Communist puties. The West
Eıııopean EC€I Secreariat, head€d by Jrcob Reiü (who woıted under üe nickname of Thomas), played a
signifıcaııt part in üis process" Mkhail BorcdiıL Elenı Sıasova, Vladimir Degot', Elena Sokolvskaja and many
other Bolsheviks panicipated in this type of ECCI rcüvity.

A Fumal, Tlu Coıııınaııisı lıucrıtobıul, was firsı on sale in }vtay 1919. This joıırııal regulaıly pıbtistrcd
articles and reports by üe RKPO) leaders, is pııoıpagandiss and officiats. These dealt mainly wiıh the
Bolsheviks' experience and with üe rends of üe revolutionary movement. They aimed at steııgüening üe
Communist paıties and aı emphasizing the necessity of unity, eşeciatly in the üght of üe growing revolutionary
crisis in the capitalist countrie.ş.

"Leftist' orienuıion inflııercd aEirı&s owards the trade-union moveıııeııL On 26 September the
RKPO) Central Comniğee's Plenıım commissioned Bııtharin and Zinoviev to work out a draft appeal ftom
Soviet taĞ unions to trado ımions in ottıcr coıınties ca[ing on them to join the Commurıist Inrcrnational. oıı
behalf of üe Cominrcrn Zinoviev ıııggered thu radc unions which supporrcd üe revolutiaıary plafcırı §hoııld
become "a 1nrt (a secıion) of üe Commıınist Internıtional".ıı iater on it was corısidercd moıe practical !o uııite
trade unions outside ıhe framewort of the Cmintcrn aııü üıus the Red Internatioııal of Iıboıır Unioııs (RILU
or Profinterıı) was founded"

Thse who parOclpate0 in thc crcaıion of neıv Communist parties assumed that the ına§Es were full
of revolutionary eııüı§ia§m üıd w€ı€ orıly wıiting fc a signal !o rise aııd fight resolutoly. In §pıte of üıe fact
ü,at thc Comintern, aııd Iınin in pğtbular, stmgly criticized the leftiss, pevailing opinion in the Cominorn
was based on an overcsüm*ion of üe degıec of ıevoluüonary zeal in the masses arıd on üıe terıd towaıds all-
round cenoalization in üıe communist movemenı.

The Comintern leaders regııded as very dangeroııs üe annoıınceınenı ıiıaı a numbr of "cğıtrisı" parties
were ready to suııt negotiations for uniting wiü the Third lııteıııational. Though eager to win raıü-aııd-file
members of these parties over to its side, üıe Cominterıı was srongly oposed to cğıtrcB with their leaden. At
the request of the ECCI's Bıır€aıl lJnin eafted üo RKPO)'§ r€spoıxrc ıo a suggestion ftom the Indepaıdent
Social-Democıatic Party of Gcrnaıy. Tb RI(PO)'s Folithııo consideıed that a reşonse based m Iınin's draft
should be made in the mıııc d thc ECtI's BıııEaıLıı Thi§ draft, togğiı€t ıvith a text u,Tiırcn ğ Zinoviev, was
published as an ECCI leıg dated 5 r€kııary 1920. Thc Comintern managed to attract a significanı pnumber of
merıbers &om üıe nc€ntri§ı" peties who süseq,Eılyiıined Commıınisparties. The "centristn 1wties, howev€r,
did not join the Commıınig Interoatioal but foudcd an Intemational taboıır Coqeraıion of Saialist kties,
which Communists werc to cdl ifu'2ll2 lnternaıfoınal".

On 8 April 1920 ıhe Plçoıım of thc RIPO) Central Commiuee accepted Lenin's suggestion and
coınmis§ioned ıepreseıııativcs of Rıİ§is in üe Comintcrn b pısh thıough üıe docision on convening the Second
Congıess. All ıiıe qııostion§ üc cmvıning of the Cqıgıess wEıE to be discııssd in üe prty's
Politbıııo. IJniıL Zinoıiev, Bııktrin, Tho8ky rd Radel( drafted thc mct impatant Congress ıpsolutions,
including üose dealing with ıhe naıioal libcıadflg movemeııLıt Zinoviev pıppccd "Conütions for joining üıe
Communist tntemational". Aı üe ıime of the Cdgıass Lenin's bü. "Iğı-Wing" Coııııtıııııinıı - an lı{aıtik
Disordcr had just been publislıeü The bo* pescntcd an analysis of üe heritage of üe Ocober Revolution and

l0 "Delatelnost' Centralnogo Komiteüı partii v dokumentach (sobytija i fakty) 25 marıa - Z ijunja 1919

g.", Izvesıija CI( I(PSS, 1989, no. 12, p. 1@.

ıl Grigorij Zinov'ev, "Pis'mo k pr,ofessional'nym sojuzam vsech sEaıı", Koıııınııııistiğeskij lıılerıacbnal,
1920, no. 10, p. 1682.

" Friedrich Firsov, "Komintern i snoitel'swo partii novogo tipa 1919-190 88.", h K.K. §irinja eı oJ.,

(üs.), Varoj Kongress Komiuerııa. Razraboıka kongressom idıjnych, ıakıiğeskich i organizacbnnych osııov
koıııınıııisıiöeskic h partij (Moscow, L972'1, pp. 59{0.

'3 A.B. Reznikov, Straıegija i tütil<a Koıııınıııistiöeskogo Inıernacioıala po ıwcioıul'ııo-kolonial'nomıı
vopro§u. Problemy teoii i uıoni (Moscow, 1978), pp. 72-111; Eduard lviatjımin, Perebolevğie "leiznoj". VJ,
Lenin i anglo-amcilunıkie "levye" ııa II Kongresse Kominterna (Irningrad, 1990).
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dwelı on ıhe fundameııal poliücat poblems of the Communist movemenl
The şirit prevailing aı the Second Congress of üe Comintern (July - August 1920) was one of

corıfıdence ttıaı World Revoluüon was about o be achieved and üıat üe task of reparing the wo,rkiııg class and
its parties for it was Uecgnlng mo[E rcutc. Thc Congıass soongly supported üe fccig;n policy of üe Sovict
sıate, whose anny was u tiıı mıxılent lauııching an offensive against Warsaw. The gıeetings addıessed o üıe
Red Army and üe Red Fleet of the Rı§§ian Federation said: "You aıe fıghting not oıüy in the int€rc§ts of Sovieı
Russia but in üe interests of all the worters aııd for ıhe Communist International'.ıl Combining as it did is
hopes for World Revolution with the progıass of the Sovieı stat€, üıe Cominorn beüeved in the priority of üis
coııntry's interests over üose of any oüer.

The ceııtral place in üıe Congrcss'g work was devoted to the ideologic8l poüücal and orguıizaüonal
principles orı which to build a Commuııis party. The RKPO) was considered to be a m@l, uıd pıroblerıs of
ceııtalizaıion arıd strict discıpliıp wğ€ to üe foe. "We must have aıı iron party as if madç of a single piece"'
zinoviev said. "you should bcıoTv from üc Ru§sian worters' experierıce everyttıing worth boııowing."ı'

Alüıough some delegaıes were rathcr critical of taking the RKP@) as a model fa all üıe other parties,
the Congress stres§€d that a Commıınist prty stıould be organized on üe principle of suict cenralization. In üıe
civil war period it stıould have iıon discbline in i§ ra*s. 'Conditions for joining the Communisı International"
adopted u üe Congıess dealt wiü üis qırstion eyen moıE definitely. Thoy said that partiar weıp sections of
a single world organization and mııst bc subservient to common regulatioııs aıd insuuctiqıs ftom üe cenre. Orıe
cordiüon demanded unilateral §ııpport for any sovieı republic in its sruggle against counıer-ıEyolution and
imperialist intervention.

This daumenı conııinad thc following ıescrııation: üe Comintem and its Eıecutive were obliged to
take ino consideraıion ıhe diversity of exising siqıations under which differenı parties had to wort Geııeıal
resolutions aııi decisions werc to bc ıat€n only on suitable issues.

However, the suess wa§ (m üe absolute pow€r of the cerıre and on üe binding ctıaracter fg all üe
partias of decisions taken by üe Congras aııd üe Executive. The same thing was stress€d in üıe Rule.ş of üe
Comintern adat€d aı thc Congı€ss. Thc Rıılı§ §aid ü,at the Thiıd International was a Wold Communisı Paty
and paıties working in diffeıent coıntriqş weıp is sectiorıs.

The main buıd€n of woıt in tbc EocI was assigned ıo üıe party thı hosted it ıhe Rkpo), which was
assigıed fıve posıs in üe Executive whib otber parties had oly oırc rcprcseııııive each.

At the Congress Michel Tomsky, Zinoviev, Raclek, Bırki,arin aıd Mikiıait Kobğsky became üıe ECCI's
meınbers from the RIaO) and Leııin, Tıoısky, B€rzin, Grigory Tsiperovich, Salin and Mkhail Pavolvich weııe
elected candidates o ıhc ECCI.ı6

Aı üe Xth RKP(b) oongıEss iı iı&ıGb l92l Zinoviev admired üıaı üıe tempo of ıhc interıational
proletarian moyement "had slowed downn, thougİ he still presumed that it was the eve of thc proletrian
revolution.ı? Iınin evalııaıed üıe siuntion differently, calling it "an ııısteady balatrgn, wiüı the §oviet ıepublic
having defended itself buı the rcvcduıimry movencnı akoad getting slower. He said it was madııess to §ııpo§o
that very shqtly üıe Sovieı §ı8ıs would bc grypated by a proleıarian ıevolution in üıe Wesııı

The soviet staıc ınadc a transiüon &ım ıho poücy of 'milittry corımunismn to the now econorıic
policy. Its analogy in üe inıcrnational laboıır movement was a ransitiorı to üe dcfence of workers' everyday

ı1 "K Krasnoj Armü, k Krasnomu Flonı RSF§R", in Vtoroj kongress Kominıerıa. Ijü'-avgıısı 1920 g.
(Moscow, l93a), p. 586.

ı5 Grlgori; Zinov'ev, 'Doklad o roü i stnütııre kommunistiğeskoj partii do i posle zavoevanija vlasti
proletariaom (23 ijutja 1920 g.)", ibid., p. 55.

ı6 Alexandr Tivel' and lviauno Chejmo, l0 let Kominıerruı v re§enijach i cifrach (Moscow uıd
koingraO, 1929), p. 49.

17 Grlgclj Zinov'ev, 'Doklad o l(ommıuıistiğeskom lnternacionale" (16 marta LV2l g.), n Desjatyj s'ezd
RKP(b), Marı ]921 goda. SıeııogrfiĞesğ oıCeı (Moscow, 1963), pp. 500-50l, 505.

ıt V.I. IJnin, "Report on the Poütical Work of ıhe Central Commiuee of the R.CP. @.), March 8
[192U", in Lenin, CollectedWorks,32, p. 180.
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interesıs and to üıe tactics of thc Uniıed Fronlı9 The fiıst step in üis direction was made by the pubücCIion
of an Operı l-etter from the German Commımists to dl the laboıır parties and orgarıizations in üe country. It
pıroposed a joint strruggie to rot€ct üe economic interests of üe working people and to widen ecoııomic
freedoms and righs. This lener was wriüen by Radek" who at üıat time was the Comintgrn's representative in
Germany.

However, this initiaıiw was initially coııdemned, not only by the leftists, who claimed it to be a ıereü
from the goals of the revolutionary struggle, but atso by Zinoviev and Büharin.2o Radek turned o knin for
help ınd l-enin suppcted ıho gııidclireş of üe "Open I€tıer". I_eııin's interference det€nııin€d the ECCI's
staııüpoint on üıe question. Zinoviev and Bııkhgin had to give in.a

ln Germany, aftcr üis p4wo§al was rejected by the oüer parties, üıe Communist party leaders took a
number of hazardoııs and sectaıian §Ep§. They camc ouı with "a theory of üe offensive' aııd in tü(arch 192l
pı§iı€d worters in Cenral Gernany ino oıpen conflicts wiü the polic€. The then ECCI repeserıative in
Germaııy, Bğla kım, played a negıiııc paıt in the sioıation. He ıırged the leadentıip of üıe prty o run üe
offeıısive under the moüo of ovcrthowing ıhc goveınmenıa

Kun üoughı üat this offcnsive woııld help Soviet Russia by p,roviding eviderıce thaı üıe woıting class
in the West had noı lost iu ıevoluıbnry eo€rgy. Wheıı Lenin learned of Kun's §tandpoint he rvrote !o Clara
?ı]hn and o Paul lıvi: 'I rcadyly bdbvc ıhat ıhe ıeprescnadve of ıhe Executive Commiuce defended the silly
ırctics, which weıe oo much to ıhc bft - ü, tato furnedlaıs action 'to help the Russians': üis ıepıesentıtivc is
very often too left""a Aı ıhe Third Congıess (Juııe.July l9l) Trotsky rejected claims üıı the Bolstıeviks had
üıe right o ask oüer parües ıo ıınl€ash ıtroluüoııary activities to suppct them at horıe. He saiü "If we weıt
c4able of such treason we wqıld dcgrc to bc pııt up against a wall aııd shot one by one".a

A discussion of üc tactics of üe Cominorn and the situatiorı in the Communist parties revealed
differing opinions in üe leadcrship of üıe RKP(b). Zinoviev, Bukharin aııd Radek were inclined to support the
leftist rends within the Commımis parties. Iınin arıd Troısky stood fg üe idea of changes in the poücy of the
Comintern !o keep it line witiı the curı€oı sinıaıion. They emphasize<l the growing ıiıreat of "leftism". The
Politbııro of the RKP@) Cenıral Comminee obüged members of is deleguion at the Thiıd Congıess of the
Comintem ıo carry out a coordinaied and common policy. As usual üıe RKP(b) deleguion drafted out most of
the Congress's resoluüons, üoııgh r€,praşeıııaüve§ of oüıer parties participaıed in üıis work too.

Conuoveny wiüin thc RIP(b) debgıbn on üe tactics of üe Comintem wa!ı on the wholo avoido4
thoııgh differeıpes in the evalııaıim of a'nıımbcr of problcrıs persisted" tıı his speech at thc Congıess t enin
warned that leftism might bo disastıoııs tıı üğ Communisı moveınenL5 In şitc of resisıance fom üe leftists,
and from a signifıcaııt nıımbcr of delegations, thc policy of üıe RKP(b)'s delegationi supportcd by some of üe
most eıperienced and fu-seeiııg Comıııınig party ı€presentatives, was adopted"

ı9 [.ivl Krivoguz and JuL l\ılolğaııov, Lıün i bolba za ediısoo rafuöcgo dvileüja (tJningrad, 1967);

Jakov Elfond, Razraboıkı VI. LqılıEıı ıüiki cdiıogo fronta (Saratov, 1967); lul. Molğaııoıı, Kominıern:
U isıokov poliıiki ediııogo prolctarskıgofroıııa (I\[oscow, 1969).

20 LA. Slepov (&), Lenin i ııuüüııurodınc raboĞee dviğenie (Moscow, 1969), p. 474; Boris Apın, et

ai., (eds.), Iınin v bor'be za rcwljııcbrny Inıerıacioııai (Moscow, 1970), p. 51l.

ı Kiıill Shirinja "Razraboüa VJ.I*ninyrı i Kqııinterııom kıırsa meidurıaıodııogo kommunistiöeskogo
dvüenija v novych uslovijrch", in Friedrich Firsov, eı ol., (eds.), Tretij Kongress Kominıerıu. Rızlıitie
kongressom poliıiĞeskoj linü İrıııunııııist'üesİoıgo düLenija. Komınaııisty i ııussy (Moscow, 1975), pp. 3|,32.

2 A.A. Gatkin (ü.), Koıııııuııisty 7ıpadınj Evropy v bor'be za edinyj front proletaiaıa 1920-1923 gg.

Moscow, 1977),w.3742.

' V.I. l,enin to Claıa ?;ıkJn and Paul lıvi, 16 April 1921, in I-enin, Collected Works,45, p. |A.

u l-ev Trockij, "R€ğ' po ial'janskomu volf,o§u" (29 ijunja |92l- g.), n III Vsemirnyi kongress
Kommuııisıiöeskogo iwerıucbııala. Sıeıogrfiöeskij oıCe, (Petrograd,l922r, p. 187.

I V.I. I_enin, "Sp€ech in Defence of the Tactics of the Communist International, July 1 [1921]", in
Lenin, Collected Works, 32, w, 468ss.
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The Congıess broughı to üe foı€ üe ıask of organizing all-round treparatory wortr" aimed at defence
as well as at offence, aı uniting üe masses in üis strugele, instead of organizing an immediale alıack upoıı üe
boıırgeois order. But in evaluating the general siuıation and üe immediate prospecs, the Congıess keP a "leftist"
vision. Iıs documents said ıhaı üe restoaıiıın of capiıalist equilibrium was impossible and thaı üe sinıadon ıe-
mained favoıırable for overthıowing boıırgcois soci*y.Z

The RKP(b) tied o help new Coınmımist parties in üeir development, !o teach them meiıods and
"contents of party work". Lenin sııggested and helped to draft üıeses evennıally wriüen by OtO Kuusinen. These

theses adopted at üıe Congıess dwelı on üe nsks thaı Communist§ faced in their uganizatioııal woıt Quesüoııs
of party development and meıhods of party work were aıloil,yzed mainly on the basis of the RKPO)'s experierce.
I_enin later admiued thaı üıis appoach was fraııght wiü grave eıTors: "[...] we did ıpt ıuıdenand in what way
we should approach faeignen with oıır Rırq§ian eıperience".u

In his speech made at ıhe Congress on 5 July Iınin explairıed the meaııing of measııres taken by üıe
Soviet stale in order o improve economic cooeenton between üe working class uıd the peasanu and o
promote unity benreen üem, whbh was vital for üe constrııction of the saialist society. The ulta-leftists
criticized the poücy of the RKP(b). Thcy dcnanded thı Soviet Russia stıould continue the permanent struggle
againsı imperialism and shoııld inşiıe ıpvolution in other counries. Alexaııdra Kollontai, a ıepresentative of tiıe
"work€rs' opposition' within üe R!(PO), şaid aı ıho Congıess thı the NEP could contibute o üıe rçstcation
of capitalism and the degcncıation of the Soviet sarc.

ln his answer o the ulua-leftisıs' criticism Rad€k quoted Lenin, who had said that the Soviet republic
could sıınive surrounded Uy capİgıliıı saıesı oly for a brief perid. Rad€k commeııted: nWe aı€ constrntly
discussing üis daııger aı oır ConEcsses. Acuıally th€re is only one remedy o iu acceleralion of üe revolution
t...]. The poliıics of üe Soviet goveınmcnt and of üe Intemaıional should be adjıısted o changes in the sioıation
The slogan of the momenı is as follows: }Yin ıime o organiızı ıirc vicıory, ıo organize it, as Lenin put it, not
only by ı€ading book§, but on üe hsis of üfe experience, on üe basis of ıhe struggle prompted by üfe".u

The Congıess's resolution on üıc üıctics of üe RKP(b) was adopted uııanimously. It approved of the
party's activities and empbasized thaı üe paıty "by its poücy owaıds peasanıs, towaıd§ concessions and üıe
restoraüon of indıstry, conoenhaıe§ all ıhe suengü of üe proletariat on preserving is dictatorstıip in Russia till
üe moment when the proletuiaı in Wegerı Eıırope comes to üe help of üeir bıetlıren".! tt was sucssed that
owing o the poücy of theRKP(b) SovictRııcaiıı€ıııained the fıntand the most impctanı stroqgbold of }Vcld
Revolution The Congrcss callcd on üe poleıriat of all üıe countries to stard up for the Rııssian wo,ıters and
anrpıınced üat uncoııditioııal §rypğt for §o,ieı Russia ıemained the main duty of Communis§ all over üıe
worlü Thus at is Thiıd Congress üc Comintern" whbh regarded the Soviet suııo aı the centre of üıe moverıent
for }Yald Revolution, consideıed ttıe ecoomic develçment of tiıaı staıe to be an impctant part of üıis
moYemenL

Zinoüev, lııkharin, Rad€lç Lenin and Trotsky were elected o üıe ECCI representing üıe RKP(b), Iıv
Kamenev and Kobetsky became vic€-menberc Ziınviev, Radek and Bııkharin were elected !o the ECCI's Small
(7 member) Bııreau In Septeober l9l üi§ Snall Bııreaıı waıı renam€d as the ECCI'§ hc§idiıım.

The First Extended Plcoıın of thc ECCI, held 2l Febıııry - 4 lvlğch L92. agın deınqısuatcd üıc
Comintern's uncorıditiorıal sııpport fc the RKP(bJ and recognized its special place in üis orgatıization. A gıoııp
of 22 RKPO) members who supputed 'the workers' oplıo§iıion" appealed to üe ECCI with a complaint asting
üe Comintern o inıcrfere in üe party's afrir§ to ıeviye democıacy wiüin iı The RKPO) Ceııral Comminee
sent a leğer to the Plenum signed by ZinoÜev and Troıslcy. tt confirmed that every party munber had üıe right
o appeal to üe Cominterıı a!ı the supreme party authoriry. A resolution of the Xü RKP(b) congı€ss attached

r Vladimif Alexandıov, Lenin i Komiıuern.Iz isnrii razrabotki teoii i takıiki meğdııııarodııogo
kommıuıistiĞe skogo dviienija (Moscow, |972), pp. 349-35|, 379 -38y'.

' V.L l-enİn, ["ryal' tgl rossijskoj revoljucü i perspektivi mirovoj revoljucü. Doklad na IV kongresse
Kominterna 13 nojabr'a" (1922 g.)], in l*nin, CollecıedWorks,33, p. ...

T KaIl Radek, "Reğ' o taktike RKP" (5 ijulja 1921 g.), n III Vsemirnyj kıngress KommıaıistiĞeskogo
I nternacio nala, pp, 3&367 .

T "Rezoljucija o ıaktike Rossijskoj kommunistiğeskoj partii (bol'§evikov)', in K.K. §irinla, eı aJ., (eds.),
VJ. Lenin i Kommunisıiöeskij Interıacıoncl (Moscow, 1970), p. 313.

7

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



to üıis leuer condemned nüıe wqteıs' çlrcsition" as an anaıchosyndicalist berrd wiüıin üıe party.
Tlıe Eccl's plerııım seı up a commissiqı which deemed the complains of sup,porters of üe "worke§'

opposiüon" o be inccıect and üeir bchavioın contradicory o üe "binding resolutions of üıe Xüı RKPO)
congrcs{ı on the party's unİty and o thc anaıcho-syndicalist trend". The Commissiqı's conclısion, adopted by
ECEI's Plenum, suessed the ressity of ıın§ and discipliııe wiüin the RKP(b) and warned members of the
opposition that activities which could damage üe party would put them outside üıe Comintern's raııks.3o

The Third International rct only uphold üe position of non-interfereııce in üe RKPO)'s affairs but
voiced a priori uneqııivcal §uppat fg is policy. Thıs it stıowed üat though the Rules of üıe Cominrcrn
proclaimed the prirrciple of thiq qganization's §uFeınacy over naıional sections üis did not extend o üe
Bolsheviks' party.

At üıe XIth congress of üe RKP(b), held Tl lvtarch _ 2 Aprrl 1922, representatives of üe "workeı§'
op,positiorı" werc severely criticizcd fc ücir complaint o the Comintern. Though üe paıty mğnbers' right to
tıırn to the Comintern for help was ac,loowledged srıch aıı rction was considered as an aııti-paty deed hrıııfiıl
ıo üe party's unity.3ı

Developing the guidelinas of tip Thiıd Congress, the RKP O) delegation in the ECCI prepaıed theses
on ıhe Unit€d Worters' Fıonı Thcy were adoprd by ttp ECCI on l8 Deaembcr l9l. }Vhile woıting on üe
theses Lenin advised ıaking into acçount the mcale and level of consciousness of üe masses. According to him,
united rctions against üe boıırgeoisic would ulıimately lead to ttrc overcoming of rcformism aıd woııld
conribute o üe masses' taking ıp ıevolutioııry positions.l2

When aueınpting to jıısify the naccssity of the United Fıont, Zirnviev and Bı*harin did not bıing o
the fae the aim of uniıing ıhc masşs agıin§t üe offensive capital. This aiın could have pr€eaı€d the grouııd
for the United Fronı llowcyeı thcy ı€sğt€d ıo stimutating a leftist orienaıion of the woıting class, using üe
rheoric of the stuggle for üe Unitd Fr,uıt in ordsr to criücize the Social Democıats and draw üıe masşs to
ıhe Commıınist side.l3 This sectrian apporch o üıe probtems of üe Uniıed Frqıt doomed o failuıe any
auempt to creaıe iL

The )Cth RI(PO) coııfeısnce sııpported the Comintem's atri§ıde to the United Fronl A resolution
adryted on 22 December l92l (prep€d by Ziınviev and Trotsky) also revealed a "leftist' apıpr,oach o üıe
Unit€d Front as a meaııs of dcnoırcing Scial Democracy. This rasolution saiü "The experience of üıe whob
pre-revolutioııry e,poch in Rı§sia, petbıılgly that of üc stnıggle bctrveen the Bolsiıeviks and üıe lvieııshcüLs,
allows the confereırce to state wiü ccrtainty thıt üıe tactics suggested by the Cominterıı's Eıecuüve would help
the Communist paıties in Eıırqe and in Ameıica to aüıact broad sections of tiıe woıting nıa§§e.§ tcı üıe banner
of Communism. Oıı üıe basis of thcir own revduüonry experiaıce ıhese masses would be able O clearly expo§e

the treachery of üıe leaders of and collabgraon with üe ceııtrists."r
Tlıe experience of ıelations benreeıı the Bolsheviis and the Menstıevi}s in Russia would hrdly be

applicable to ıhe siaıation in Wcstctn Eıııope, where üıc wcting class was orgaııized ino rade ımions aıd, to
a greaı eıt€nt, supeorıod Social Dcmcrrcy. Repesentıüvcs of thc RKP(b) in üc Cominarn could not scc it
and would refer o the erperirec of ıhe Bolshcviis, who in üıe pe-wr years had resorted b the tactics of

' "Russkii vopıo§", in B€la Kıın (ed), Koıııııuııisfıöesğ Interıucioıul v fuhııneruach. Re§enija, lezisy i
voznaüja lrongressov Komiııurıu i plenıınov IKKI 1919-1932 (Moscow, 1933), p,276.

3' 'Otğet komissü )ğ s'ezda RKP o gnppe 'raboĞej oppozicü'", n Odiıııudcatyj s'ezd (RKP(b). Mart-
aprel' 1922 g. SıeııogrSıöesğ oıCcı (Moscow, 1961), pp.7ü2-7|0,577-580.

32 Grigori; Zinov'ev, "Reğ' po vqrosıım ıaktiki" (4 dekabrja |V2| g.), n Dejatelınst' Ispolniıel'nogo
Komiıen i Prezidiıuna CK Koıııınaııisfüeskogo Interrurcioruıla ot 13-go ijulja 1921 c.do I fevralja 1922 g.,

33 Friedrich Firsov, "fV kongress Kominterna i razvitie politika edinogo fronıa" in Kirill Kirilloviğ §lrlnla
and Friedrich Fiısov (ed§.), /Y kongress Komiııterıa: Razrabotkı kongressom strategii i taktiki koıranınis,
ıiĞeskogo düienija v novych ıulwijach: polifıkı edinogo fronıa (Moscow, 1980), pp. 106-107; Iskander

Nurtasoviğ Undasynov and Zinaida Pavlovna Jachimoviğ, Kommunistiğesğ Interıucbnal: fustiIenija,
prosöety, ııroti (Moscow, 1990), pp. 67-68.

I "O taktike Komintema" , in KommıınistiĞeskıja Partija Sovetskogo Sojuza v rezoljucijaclı, Vol. 2, P.
457.
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"unity from below", aıd who now suggested üis §hould be disseminated in Europeaıı countries.
The first auempt at cooperation bcnreen intsmationat laboıır cganizatioıs in şring 1922 revealed these

contradicüons. The RKPO) had not changed is int€mal policy, aimed aı suppressing Meııstıeviks and the puty
of Socialist-Revolutiğ,aries (SRs). Rcpressions agains üem and against üıe right-wing SRs weıe intensified"
In sııınıner 1922 some of üem werc b,ıought ıo trial. This could not help iniluencing the rolations between üe
Commıınisu and üıe Social Democraıs and üe ıe.§ılts of the Apil meeting berween ıtpıeseııadves of üıe
Second, the2lf,. and the Thiıd Internaıionals.35

Thoıgh at ttıis meeting an agleğment was reached to pıomote cooperation in defending woıters'
interesıs, sup,porting Sovieı Rııssiı and cganiziag a Wald Labour C,ongıess, iı was not canM ouL Thğ RKPO)
Central Commitıee's pleııary ıııecting on 16 }vtay docidod to issue an ultimanım. In üe case of opposition frorıı
üe Second Internaüoııal, Cominteın ıcpcseııatives werc to wiüdraw from the joint commission cganized u
üe meeting. The imperative charütğr of the ıesolution adopted at the RKP(b) Central Commiuee Plenum was
evidenco of üe alignment of forcas within ıhe ECCL The witMrawal of üıc Comintern's ıeprcsentatives fiıom
the iıint coınmi§on uıd üe failııre of ıhis fiısı arempt ıo cıeaıe a United Front led o an escalaüon of ıhe
struggle between the Communis§ and the Socid Democrats.

2. TlE Treııd nwards Cenıralizııbn wiıhin ıln Cominurn

Changes in üıe internatioııal siuutio brought about a transfgrrıation of ıhe Comintern's frınctions. Corıveıpd
o guide the revolutionry strııgglc in thc wgl( it bcgan by süding Communist parties. Acüvities and üc
sinıation wiüin difreıenı rde§ were discııssed aı pleıary sessions aıd in commissioıu of the Fourttı Congress
of the Comintern §overıber-Decenber 1922) ogether with general problems of srategy a[d trctics, üe pro
şects of ıhe Communist movem€nt etc. Decisions were talen not only on political problems but also on pğties'
§tnıcnır€s and üıe composition of their leading bodies. For example, Trotsky acted as a cıstodian of the Freıph
party in the ECCI. He was üe aıthc of a poütical resolution on üe French sitııation, of ttıe Pr,ogramme of üıe
French Communist Paıty, and of rçsolutioııs of üe French commission of the Congıess that conaiıpd lists of
the Cenral CoınmiEcc's mcmbcrs.5

iv{embers of the RI(PQ) delegıtion in tho ECCI, Ziııoviev, Irtıi& Radeh Bııkhğin and Solomon
Iozovsky pepred the main ırTğts for üıe Coııgıess"

The Congress plrccd 8 high valıp on üe policy of üe Soviet staıe in impleıııenting ıhe NEP, and
anrpunced ıhat SovietRııssiı was üe gıeatcs teasııry of histcical revolutioııary experieııce on which the ıvald
pıoleariaı could draw. Stetlır, thıı ıhc polerian reıolution would never fully succeed in a single coımtry, that
iı could win only on an intcrnaıioıl scalc wbcn Eansf,ğmod ino a World Revolutim, the Congress called upon
the world prcleıariat o perfcm its üıty. The Congıess dqscribed the Soviet süııe a!ı a coıısıant facıor in üe
weaLening of boıırgeois society. It was sresscd that the morc Soviet Russia ıevived ecorıomically, the smnger
would bc üe inflırcncc it eıeıcisd over inrcmıtiınal politicsİ

The ıask of gving poleırian §upp6t ıo Sovieı Russia in o help ıpstoıE its naüoml oconqııy was
di§cussed aı üe Congr€ss. Iı was pıoclıimcd as_ıhe dııty of woıters' paıties and aganizaıion§, aspeciılly of
Communisıs. The Congıess sressed thaı üe laner-should he$ üe Sovieı sıııto notonly by initiating ıevoluüoııary
potitical sruggle but also by gving extensive economic assisance. The Comintern considered is vanguaıd o
be a combination of tho pr,ospoct of World Revolution wiü üıe development of üe Soviet staıc.

The RKPO) delegatim initiaı€d, and üe Congıess made, a number of significant changes in the suatcgy
the tacücs of the Communist movemenı These changes wer€ connected wiıh üe corıtinuing offensive of üıe
boıırgeoisie against üe working people, and wiü ıhe emergence of a rpw reactioııary foıçe - Fascism - on üe

l5 Alexandr Vaüiıu "Roğdenie politiki edirngo fronta russkoe izmerenie", RaboĞij klass i sovremenyj
mir, |990, no. 1, pıp. 148-165.

36 Lev Trockij, "Rezoljucü Francuzkoj komissü', in I-ev Trockij, Pjaf tet Kominterna (Moscow, 1923),
pp. 525-530.

3? "Tezisy o taktike Kommunisüğeskogo Internacionala", in: §irin;a, eı al,,VJ. Lenin i KoıııııunistiĞeskij
Internacional, p. 461.
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poütical scene. Fascism fougtıı rct only agıinst üe proletariat but "against the boıugeois deınocrrcy as §uchn.il
Thoııgh lhe Comintern again confiımed it§ bolief in a gerıeral rend owards World Revolutiorı, u üe same time
it admired the possibüty of uansiüonal §tages. Dııring üıese stages a new solution wı§ put forward - that of a
laboıır goyenımenı as a coalitbn of laboın partio§, able o carry out general deınocraıic tasks.

fu üıe Congress, rcpıcscnıatives of üe Cuımunist Party of Gerrrıaııy (Koııuıııııütisclu Partei
Deuısclılaııds, KPD) and of üıe RKP(b) discu§§ed the question of creating a laboıır coalitiorı governmerıt of
social-Democras and communiss in saıoy. Repıesentaıives of üe Rkpo) advised the German communists
agaiıst sııch a govcrıment Tbo§ky §aid in ıhis connection: "It would only be possiblc if revolution was so close
thaı it was perceptible. Then it would mcan holding a position in Germany before taking over üe whole of it".39

The Congıess adopted a ıpsoluüon on elections to the ECCI. The Executive now wa§ o be electcd aı
iİs sessioıı instead of consisting of dclegates from üe various parties. Since all üıe Cominterıı's sections
aclııowledged ıhe leadiııg role of ıhe RKP(b), üıi§ meaııı that üıis delegation's opinions acquired an even greaier
significance. From the RXP O) thc Comintern'g chaiımaıı, Zinoviev, Bütıarin and Radei werc elected o üe
ECCI. tJııin and Trotsky became caııdidarcs. George §afarov was elected to üe ECCI tom üe parties of üe
countries of üıe Eası

After üe Foıırü Congıess the rend to cenralizaıion in üe Comintern was inrcnsified" The role of üıe
ECEI offıcials in elaboraıiag political guidelines for üıe parties and regulations for their internat policies
increased- This led to furtlıer gıowü of üe apparanıs and, coıuequently, frntiıer bııreaııaatizııion. Commıuıists
got into the habit of waitirıg for thc ECCI's dircctives. Bütıarin mentioned üıis uıend in his report at üıe Xtrth
RKPO) congrcss in April |Y23!

These negative tr€nds had s §rüg inflııcncc on the sinıatiorı in Germany in aııomıı l93. Leadcrs of
üe RKP(b) and üe Comintcrn conclııdcd that time was ripe for revolution was ripe. In the middle of Augıısı
Zinoviev wrote üıeses on nThc sinıation in Gernaııy and oıır ta§ks". Approved by üıe ECCI's leadership they
formed üe core of üe lerer sent to üğ kpD cenral committee. In their uırn the kpD's lead€rs also coısidered
that the decisive sruggle ıyas closc and ttıaı it was time o start miliıary and technical prçarations for üe
uprising.

Zinoviev impüed that üıe ücory of the revolution in Germany would help §oviet Russia to overcome
difficulties in is socialist econmic dcvelopment aııd would reduce the "üııgers ıesulting from üe NEP". He
foıesaıv üe such dangers in "ıhG aüğnpts of thc new boıırgeoisie to occupy leading positions in üe natiorıal
economy of üe USSR".1ı Ho was confidenı that Soviet Ru§§ia would inevitably see its fuuırç as boıınd ııp with
the uprising of the Gernıan poleriıt Zinovicv assumed that 'even ıhe faıc of thc USSR, thp first and as yet
üe only stonghold of thc inıcrnaıioal poleıuian revolution, could be put at risk'.'z

Oiıer leaders of ıhc RKP(b) §haı€d this view (duc to a serious illness Irnin was not participating in
üe leadership of eithcr ıhe party c the coımtry). Salin ıvrote in his teü€( of Sepember 20 o August
Thalheima, edior of Du Roıe Falıııe (Ibc Red Ftag): 'The coming revolııion in Gerıııany is üıe mosl impctant
eveııt of oıır time. The şıcccss of thc ıwolution in Germany would be mqe imporanı fa the proletıriat of
Eıııope and America than was thc gıc€ş of ıhe Rııssian Revolution siı yeus ago. The victcy of the Gerınan
proleıariat would ensıııç the randercoce of the centre of World Revolution from lvioscow to Berlin'.'ı

The RKPO) Plenıım of 23 September adopted Zinoviev's üıeses on "Tlıe fuuıre Gerrıan revolution and
üe tasks of üe RKP(b)". They staıod ıhat üe-fuüııe Geıman revolution would bring closer the sırccess of

§ lbid.,p.463.

39 Lev Trocki;, "Doklad na zascdaııii kommunistiğcskoj frakcü X s'ezd Sovetov s uğasüem bespartijnych
delegalov" (28 dekabrja 1922 g.), in Trockij, Pjaı' let Kominıerna, p. 556.

o Nitola; Bucharin, "Otğet rossijskogo predstavitelstva v Ispolkome Kominterna" (20 apr,elja 1923 g.), in
Dvenadcatyj ş'ezd RKP(b) 17-25 aprclja 1923 g. SıeıogrğĞeskij otöet (Moscow, 1968), p. 302.

4ı Friedrich Firsov, "K voltrosu o taktike edinogo fronta v |92l^-|924 gg.", Voprosy jsıorii KP§§, 1987,

no. 10, p. 1l7.

a2 Grigorij Zinov'ev, "Poloienie v Germanü i naği zadaği", RCChIDM,32ı+l|l|26, sheets 1, 2.

n3 Josef Stalin, "Redaktğu 'Die Rote Fahne"', Die Rote Fahııe , no. 218, 10 Ocober 1923.
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revoluüon in Eıııope and consequently in the whole world. closer. The main slogan of the Bolstıeviks, ttıat of
"Yforld Revolution", wa§ aı fu51 talcing on a def,ınite shape. The üeses confirmed that üıe success of the
proletarian revolutiorı would mean the riııııü of Bolshevism on an ıııprecedented scale. It was also stressed
thaı the Bol§ıeviks had e:pected the Wgld Revolution !o prevail after üıe revoluüon in Russia but capialisıı
turred out to be stronger and morc flexible ıtun they üought it was. The theses also §aid tiıat in spite of geuing
the actuol daıe of the wald Rçvoluüon rvrong, üıe main forecast was rigbı, and the main perspective to which
Bolshevism was devoted wa!ı oorıEcL

The fetistı of world Rerıolution was deuimenal to a realisüc approach o üıe complicated uıd
conradictory siıuaıion as it ıeally was.

I-eaders of the ECCI, ıepresenadves of üıe RKP(b) Cenral Commitıee, of üıe KPD and of some other
Communist paıties held a meeting in l\ı[oscow from 21 September - 5 Ocober 1923. Decisions ıaken aı the
meeting ıırged üıe KPD to prepaıe the ıpri§ing and work ouı a plan fa üıe revoluüon. At the meeting Zinoviev's
aııd Salin's p|an to şeed up üe worters' €stsııngement from the Social Deınocra§ was rypırorıed Trotsky
demaııded that the daıe of üe uprising be set and pre,prations be sıgted immediarcly. At üıe meeting in
Trotsky's office atonded by lleinrich Brandler, Rad€L, Ernst TtüJmaıın, Zinoviev, Hugo Eberlein and Tıos§,
the uprising was scheduled for 9 November 1923, although it was specified üaı 'üıe final decision woııld be
taken in Gerrıany'İ I

The ECCI delegation iırclıding Radeh Georgı Piaiakov and Vassily Shmidt wa§ §ont o Germany with
üe task of giving immediaıe a§§istaıce to the KPD. A gnoup of miliıary offıcers headed by J6zef Unsdicht was
also seııt üere.

Iııer on Zinoviev put all üe blane on üıe KPD leadeıship, paticıürly on Braııdler, uıd accısed theın
of misinforming üıe Comintern on thc rcnıal si§uüion in Germany. However. the leftist aııd sectrian tendencies
of Zinoviev and Sulin inflııcnccd ıhc ECCI's dpcisiqıs on pepcing fc üe upising in Germany and sening
the kpD üe ı4§k of organizing sovies üı orgaıuı of proletarian dictatorship. These leaders coııld not assess üıe
actııal sinıaiion in Germany and guided by üıo doctrirc of ttıe inevitability of World Revolution they imposed
üeir subjective assumptions ıpon the Comintern. The negative effects of is centralized stnıcnır€ arıd of is being
predominaıed by a single paıq}, weıe also telling on the comintern.

iiowev€r, eyenıs in Gernany pompıed a different conclıısion The tend owards centralizaıion was
inteD§ified and slogıns fc a tansiıiıon pğiod adetd at üıe Foırth cuıgıess weıc ıeixted. The social
Democraıs were blamed fo the dcfcat of thc Cı€rnan pıoletariaı In Janııary 1924 ?-iııoviev and Staliıı" aıd after
theın the EccI presidium, d€mandpd üıe ıınlesshing of a "mortal struggle" against social Democracy as a "trend
of fascism". Iıft-wing Social Democrrcy was ıeferıed o as üe main enemyls

3. TlB Cominıern uü ılıc Strıgglc wiıhia tlıe VKP(b)

The aııuımn of 1923 ıw€s€trt€d a bderlino in the hisory of both the Comintern and the RIPO). The laüer,
finding itself in a sinıadon whac expecatio of üe World Revolution wa§ not justifie( had !o traıısfum its
poücy. BııLtıarin aııd Stıtiı rehed üe coclısiggıbaı it was possible to construct socialism in a single coııııtry
and justifıed this with ıefeıçnces to ltnin's wordi Because of his illness Irnin could ın longer participate in
active wgk After his deaü an cspecially §erce stnıggle for power was laııııched in ıhe puty's leading bodies.
It inilıpnced o a major ef,ıent thc eiuration within the Comintern.

The support of üe Cominteın. which in üe eyes of the Soviet working people symbolized üıe
inıernaüonal laboıır moveınenı, had prtbular significance in this stuggle. The ECCI's sııpport would allow orıe
of ıhe conflicting sides !o in§ist thaı it ıepıesented üe RKPO), üe whole of üe Communist movement and üe
world proleıariaı

Mutual accusations of political erron üıat doomed üe comintem and üıe communist movement !o
defeat were widely ı§€d in üıis struggle. Trot§cy, aııd laıer on ıhe opposition of Trotslry-Zinoviev, accused
Stalin's majority in ttrc VKPO) Cenral Committee of employing an opıpornınistic policy, of uırning üe Comin-
tern and üıe Communist parties ino bıııeaııcratic organizations, of manipulaıing üem and making üem an

* Friedrich Fiısov, "K voprosu o taktike edinogo fton!a", p. 120.

" Sobolev, eı al., KommıınistiĞeskij Interııacional, p.2|4; Undasynov and Jachimoviö, Kommıınistiöeskij
internacioııal, pp. 1 18-134.
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instnımeııt of the foreign policy of the USSR{
In his uırn Sıalin, in pırsııing üis sruggle, was striving for persorıal pow€r over üe paıty uıd üıe

couıtry. He accused the oposition of either leftism and advennırism or of opporuınism and "üquidaıoniıip". He
referıpd to the bugbear of "Tıotskyisn" by whic,h he meaııt an ideology hostile to Leııinisııı, altegedly imposed
on the VKPO) aııd üe Coınmıınis moveınent. Aftcr defeating üıe oppoiüon, Stalin describcd Trotslcyism as
"üe vangııard of the counter-rtvolutiaıary boıırgeoi§e fighting againsı the Soviet power and against üıe
consu,ııcüon of Socialism in ıhe USSR"İ He resorted to this version in order to prepaıe the way for ıhe terrg
he unleashed on üe country aıd to camoıiage it fom public opinion abroad"

The cominterrı was an ir§trument fu1 §ıqlin'ş poütical struggle, a lever fc political dictaıoship, while
the Communisı parties regarded it as üç iprt of inrcmatioııalism and ıcvolutioııary fraıerrıity. This contıadiction
determiıpd üe subscquent ragcdy of üe Comintern.

Since they coıısideıed üe Soviet staıc 8ıı the stıonghold of World Revolution, üe Communist panies
felt obüged o clearly and ıınequivocally $ımğı the policy of üe Bol§ıeviks, to express solidarity with üıe
party's tead€rs and o vote ryrwal fg the policy of socialist corstnıction. All the actions of the VKP(b) woe
assessed as implemuıtations of the only trııc ivirıist-t-eııinist policy. The resolution of the Fiftiı Congress of
üe Comintern held in June-July 1924 st€s§od thü "üe Russian Communist Party was üe leading fg,ce in
cıeating the Communist lntaıoatiqqal ğıd it stitl is one of the main facors predğermining the pıogıtss of the
internationat Communist mo\,çment"f

The Comintern fully aproved any decision or any action by üe VKP@) lead€rs. Accoııdingly, üose
who weıe in oppooition o üe VKP(b) leadenhip were baııded as deviationists, brealr-aways aııü fractionists.
Lck of infcmation, very often ıeplrced by misinfcmıtion, also told on üe Corıinterıı.

Comintern and Commıınistpğty aninıdc.s !o what was hapening wiüin the USSR were gıe-sided and
unçritical. The very real pıoblems confronting the Soviet statc w€rğ viewcd as being caıısod only by
bac*ırardness and by üıe resistaırce pıtr up by üc class enerny. Neiüer üe Cominterıı nor its sections saw üe
disortion of üe social and poütical §ystenı in the post-Iınin yeanı c the fcmation of the bıııçaııcratic
command-anddirecüve systğm of managemuıL the regime of "barracks socialism" that shapcd Stalin's
ıotalitariaıı dicaorship.

Thıs üe Comintern and is §€ction§, being advocates aııd pııopagarıdists of üe Ocober Rcvolution's
ideas ani of socialist con§trucüm in thc ussR, frılfillcd ıhe functim of an idcological coy€r-up fg the sulinist
ıegime. Where üıe wating peqlc in the coıuıry were concerned, it sanctioned the poücy of üe VKPO) in üıe
nıme of üıe intcmatiorıal p,ıolctriaı

The leading ıole of üıe VKPO) in üe Comintcrn predetermiırcd the latıer's asinıde owards politicat
contrroye$y wiüıin the pıty. It was also based oıı ıhe apprehension üaı a şliı would increase üe threat of a
counter_revolution The sıaıe of relatiqıs wiüin üe party's leading bodie§, üıe fight for power and üe internal
party regime were overslıadowed by üe idcological and poütical struggle and did not atmct prcper auentiqı.

The uend owards furth€r contralizaıioıı was intensifıed. The Fifth Congıess adopted new Comintern
Rıüs, pepğ€d by OssipPiıınirky. Accaıding to thesc theECEI rcquiıtd the fiırction of contol andinşoction
of üe parties and could change c cancel dgcisioos by the parties' leading bodies and congıesses. In frct, the
ECEI repesenıaıiııes tıırncd in frct ino corıtollcrs of üe activiües of üe gtics' teading bodies.

The Congress recommended üıe "BobhÖıizationn of the Comintern'§ sections. Its aim was to enhance
the organization and üe fighting etEcieacy of the parties. The Congıess's theses said that 'Bolshevization of lhe
panies implies the appücation o oıır secıions of those feanıres of Rıssian Bolshevism thaı have inıernatioııal
signifıcarıce".a9 The tend owrds centralization wiüin üıe Comintem, and the leading part played by a single
party in it, ineviıably led o üe siuıation in which all the Comintern's sections woııld follow one and üıe same

' Ju. Fel'ğtinskij (ed-), Kommuııistiğeskaja oppozicıla v SS§R 1n3-1927. Iz archiva L'va Troclcogo v
Ğetyrech tomach, Vol. 1 (1923-|Y26», Vol.2 (|Y2G|927), VoL 3 (|927; aprel'-ijul'), Vol.4 (197; ijul'-
dekabr'), @enson, 1988); Atexaııdr Vatlin, Trockij i Kominıern (Moscow, 199l), p.98.

'7 Josef Stalin, ["O nekotorych voposach istsii bol'§evizma Pis'mo v redakciju Zumata 'Prolearskaja
Revoljucija"'], in J. Stalin, Works, Vol. lss. (Moscow, 1952ss.), 13, p. ...

§ "Russkij vopros", in Kurı, KoııımınütiĞesğ Interıacional v dohıııuntach, p. 462.

n9 "Voprosy taktiki. Tezisy", ibid.,p.4|2.
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paüerıı. Wiıh Sıalinisrıı dominaıing ıhe pğty. the very interpretation of üıe Bolsiıeviks' experience would be of
a ııanow and one-sided ctıaracter. Bolsiıevization was a means of imposing Sıalinisrı on thc Communist
movemenL

AtıheFifth Congress üeYKP@) deleguion in üıeECCI's leaderstıip was enlarged. Zinoviev, Bukiıarin,
sıalin, kameıpv aıd Alıelsei Rytov werç elected members, and sokolnitov, Trotsky,lozovsky aııd piağıitsky

became caııdidates. Besides üıis, Dmiry iüaııuilsky and Mkhail Frımze were elected to the ECCI to r€pre§eııt
üe Ukrainiarı deleguion. The ECEI Presidiıım now included Zinoviev, Bıır*ıgiıı, Salin and }v{aııuilsky as
meınbers and lQmerpv, Rytov, Sokolnitc, and Fııınzc as cüıdidates. Owing tıı controv€rsy wiüıin üe VKP
O) at üe VIIth Enlarged ECEI Pleoıım the post of Comintern Chairman was abolished and Zinoviev was
removed from ttıe ECCI. In Sepember 1927 Tlo§ky was also expelled from the EC€I.

fu üıe Siıü Congıess (July - Augıut 1928) Bııkharin, Stialin, Viarcheslav ivtolotov, Rykov,lvtanuil§ky,
Piaınitsky, Lozovslry, Nikolai StrıDnik and Rıfacl Ktıiıarov were elected to the ECCI, Varııra l\ı[oirova, Sergei
Gusev, S€rafima Gopner, Enclian Jaıoslıysky bccame caııdidates. Bııkharin, §ıqlin, I\ılolotov, },ianuil§ky, Piat-
nit§ky aııd lozovsky joiııed üo ECCI Pıesidium.

After Zinoviev, Bııkhaıiı D€ad€d the ECCI as a member of is collecüve organ - üe Poütsecretariaı -
set up instead of üe post of Chairnan ile phycd a ıııolıt important part in pepring fa the Congıcss. Itre wrote
the draft of üıe Comintern's Pıogramme (üc şıbseqımt co_auüıor was Stalin); he elabraled üe üıeses on üıe
internatiorıal sitııation and on ıhe Coninıerı'§ tasta. At ıhe Congıass he ıcported on üıe ECEI's rtivities and
üe Cominterrı's programme. CIhe( members of üe VKP(b) delegation also made r€ports: lvianuilsky uıd üıe
Hurıgarian Communisı Eugeııe Varga on üıc sinıa&ın in the USSR and in üıe YKP(b), Piatnit§ky on the Rules
of the Comintern. I

By that time Salin had laınchcd a canpaigı against Bukiıafin and his sııpport€nı in thc VKPO)
leadership. Rumoıus wae sp,read around thı Bııkharin would soon be replaced aııd he was alıeady isolaıexl at
üe Congıess. At the Xıiı ECCI Pleoıırı Bııkhrin was removed from üıe EC§l on ıhe pcteıt ü,st he afracted
all üe right-wing eleınents. Dııring the ncxı foıır ycars the ECEI was headed by ivianuilsky and Piatnitsky.

4. Stalin's Dictaıorship in tlu Cqııinıcrn

As a rule üe VKPO) delegation ınet oıı üıe evo of any meeting of the Cominterıı's leding bodies and discussed
and elabaated is suıdpoinu, sometimes also pıppring drafts of fuuıre ECEI resolutiqıs. The m6t impctant
issues weıe discussed u üe VKP(b) Foliıbıırcaıı and in iıs commissions, üıen the YKP(b) dclcgation would
infaırı üe ECCI of dgcisions ıakcn and thc lauer would approve them. The Decisions to ıemove Zinoviev and
later Bııkharin from the Comintern's eaOcrşlılp were talıerı at üıe VKPO) Plenums.

In üe fırst yeus of the Cominıcın's actiüties, issues coıınected with the policy of the RKP(b) were
discussed at the Congıe.sses and at üc ECCI Ptcnıım§, and üe party's rtpresentativos sometimes had O defeııd
the puty's sıatıdpoinl ltrowow, afrer üğ §iıü Congıass rspats on tho siuıaıion iı the YKP(b) were pıııely
infcıııaıive and discussims, if any, were vindicaıory. Aııy criücal §üıtemenı addres§d to the VKP(b) was
regarded as a reğeat from üc Cmintcrn's policy. The Communiss partics and üıeir leaders' arinıdc towaıds
üe VKPO) bçcame a criterion of their revolutioııary @nvictiors, devoüon o internationılisnı and class
coııscioısrpss.

In December 1923 üe plenary meeting of üe Cenral Committee of üıe Polish Communist Puty voiced
a pıotgst against the meıhods of pg_ty wd in ıhe RKP(b) and against Trotsky's removal from its l€adership.
The RI(PO) Cenral Commiüee, and after it üe Fifth Congress of the Cominterıı, regarded this as a manifeso-
üon of anti-Bolshevism. Stalin accıısed üe Polistı party leaders of representing "the Polistı bıaııch of the
oppoıtunist opposion wiüin üe RC.P.@.).'$ They werç removed from üe Polish party's Cenral Committee.

After the Fifth Congıess Stalin sarted payıng more asention o the Comintern. Hğ took pğt in üıe
meetings of the VKP(b) delegatioıı to the ECEI and o the ECCI Commissiors, especially when they deatt with
paıty organization and wiü contoversies within üe parties. Stalin re,peaıedly emphasized the right aııd üıe duty
of ıhe Comintern to interfere in all parties' int€rııal affairs.

50 J. Sıalin, "The Communist Party of Polaıut. Speech Deüvered at a Meeting of the Polish Commission
of üe Comintern, July 3, LgaI", in Stalin, Works,6, p.278.
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According to Stalin, the paıty was "an order of swordbearen",sı a monoüthic orgıııization in whiçh
srict obedierıoe was owed by üe lower-ranking bodies o üe higher-raııking. The lar€r had absolute power.
Their insructioru were to be crried out ıııronditionally. Satin insisted üat those who did not agree wiü üıe
leaders' guidelines weı€ to bo ncııt off from üe party. Iie assumed thaı ıelaıions betweeıı the leading bodies
and rarü-aıd-file membcrs stıould bc buitt ııpon fcar and obedieııce, tiıat party members weıp smıll screws in
üc impcrsonal Frty m€chanism.5z As for ıhe Cqnmunist hıty itself, Sıalin viewed iı as a command-aııd-
diıtctive forcc in the laboıır movtın€nt, exeıcising control over the worters' mass organizations.

Sulinism was sıpporrdby üe left-wing trands wiüin üe Communist movemenı Ttıe leftists, full of
"ıtvolutioııry imptience", conıinııed üı ıcgrd üolence 8s a method of rpsolving problems. They tended owards
simplification in üıe analysis of any given siuıaıio and always tried to find a defınio culpit for any failıırç or
defeaı, alleging thaı his of her ıemonl would oipen the way to sııccess. The frct that Stalin's instnıctions became
Comintern directives also contibııed üı iiıe gıowıh of leftist rends in the Communist movemenL

The Comintem's ınıllnis of tbe §itratbn anempted to as{ı€ss it as ıhough World Revolution were
drawing closer. Even üe Fifth Congıcss ignored the fact 6f 1hg gtabilization of capiulism. It was admitteıl orıly
at thc Vüı ECCI Ptenum, which saıed üı8t 'prtiıl stabilization of the capiulist economy" had talıen place.sl
But when spearing 1ğ9ıü ıhiı procoss boıh Stılin and oıher leaders of the Coıııintern called üıi§ sıabilizaüon
tcmp(rary, partiaı, unstable and flüby. §ıalin srcssed that stabilization ıınder capialism, nwhile tempğariıy
strcııgthening capıal, al üe same tine incviıably leads o üe aggravuion of üıe conradictions of c4italisın',
that it "signifies the cıeatim of conditions üat lead to the defeat of cryialism"İ

Wlpreas Tbotsky and Zinovicv a§scssod üe general srike of 1926 n Britain as üıe eııd of üe poiod
of stabilization and üıe approrh of ıhe ıcvcüuüon, Stalin did ııot agıee wiüı the opposition but staıcd that üe
strike "signalled thg new offensive of cryitıl for üe fuuıre and furttıer rsrclutionizing of üe wcking ıııas§es
in Euıoıpe'İ

From üe sıunmer of |9Tl Stılin iı§i§ted that üe thıeaı of war against the USSR had become "real and
actual".56 This interprcuüon fired in with his poüücal aims, enabling him to raise the issue of prot€cüon of
the USSR and o tabel ıhe opposition as defeatists rying o weaken ıhe party and üıe coııntry'§ deferıce and ıo
şlit üıe Comintenı apart in üc frce of üıe miüıary ttıreal

In December l97 stalin concluded ıhat "Eıırope is entering a period of new revolutionary ıpsıırge'ı
This starcmeııt played an impoantpart in üıe "lcft üırn" of üıe Comintern in laıe l9J/eııfly 1!28. The leftist
teıııdencies were inıersiiied by BııLhaıin's call for "class against class" tacücs. Acccding to üıis, the main blow

5ı cf. J. sıalin, "The Poliücal Suuery and Trctics of the Russian Communists. Synopsis of a Pamphlet",

in Sıalin, Works,5, p.73.

52 Cf. J. Stalin, "A lıüer to Comrade l\ıie-rt", 28 February |V25,in Stalin, Works,7, p,p. 42ss.

53 Grigoil Ziııoy'ey, "Otğet lşolkoma ivieüdıııarodııyje perşehivy i bol'§evizrija komprtij" (25

marta 1925 g.), n Ras§ireınyj plcnım Ispolkoma Koırımınistiğcskogo Inıerıacioıule (21 ııurıa - 6 aprelja
1925 ü. Sıeıngrfiöesüj otĞet (Moscow and lıningrad, |925), pp. 36-39.

* J. Stalin, "The Resul§ of ıhe Work of the Foıırteenü Conference of the R.C.P.(B.). Report Delivered
at a Meeüng of üe Active of the Moscow Organisation of üe R.C.P.(B.), May 9, |925", in Slalin, Works,7,
pp.96, 101.

55 F.I. Fiısov, "Stalin i Komintern" , Voprosy uıoni KP§S,
1989, nos. 8 and 9, no. 8, p. 18.

" J. Stalin, "Notes on Contemporary Tlıemes", in Stalin, Works,9, p. 328.

" J. Stalin, "Poütiğal Report of the Cenral Committec", December 3 t|9277, in Slalin, Worlcs, |0,p.
293
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wa!ı o be dir€cted ageinst Social Democrey as "a boıırgeois laboıır paıty-İ In the summer of 192E Salin
statod thaı §ocial Democract was "cryiı.liı'§ main §uport among üe working class in prpparing for ııew waıs
and intcrvenüon".'9

In order o laıınch an anack on Bııkhriı1 Stalin resorıed to tefti§t claims thaı Scial Derıocrrcy was
preparing an anü-Sovbt war and ıhat ıbe Comnıınist movemeııı was mainly tlır€aıeııed by is right-wiıu.
Bııkharin was called üe leaderof üe "rigbt-wing" op,position in üe VKPO) and in the Comintern. Sutin ıırged
thaı ıhğ main blow stıould b€ aimd u Sociıl Demcıacy, which he called 'Scial Fascismn, deeming it a form
of Fascisrı in the coıınries wiü stong Social-Democratic parties.o These claims werc disastrous for the
internatioııal laboıır moyemenı.

The Cominıem and thc Cmmunis parties were chaııged by several waves of pırges. As a rule
controversial pıobluns werç ıpsolved by "cutting off ftom ğp Çql6nnist movemenı person§ who disagıeed
wiüı Sıalin's views. Debates now took üc fcm of ideologicat baıtles leading to defeal Those who criticized
uıyüing in the USSR wcrc immodiaıcly callcd ıcregadas and enemies of üe USSR and üe Commıınisı
movemenl Salin, personally and fuoııgh l\ılolobv, t azqı l(aganoviü and Andrci 7lüov, controlled üc most
importaııt secors of üe Cominrcın's rtivities. ECCI leaden were compeüed o check üeir activities wiüı Stılin
and o obtain his saııction fc ıll inpatant dsgisions.

All üıis led o cıccssivc lcıdership ocntralization, dogmatism, ııııcquivocal obedicnce and passive
waiting for the oentE's diıccürıs. It ılso Dcanı that the wcking out of effectivc measıııes fo üıe struggle was
delayed.6ı tn üıe şring of l!n8 Cbıa Zcein soted bitterly that "from a üving political body üe Cominterıı
ha§ nrred ino a dead mcchmism capbb only of swallowing ordcrs in Rııssian and ıegıırgitaıing üem in
üffeıeııı langııages. This mechmism has ıeöıced üe gıeat interııational and historical value of üe Rııssian
revolution ıo üıe rutes of üıe pi:kuıick clıü"p

In üese ciıcıımstances ıwolutionary phrase.mongering became wide-§pread" Dııring the yers of üıe
world economic crisis üıe Comintern, on ıte basis of Stalin's üıesis, analyzed the sinıation to talıe ino accoımt
a new roıınd of revolutions and wg§. Thc offensive moııııted by üe foıces of r€action and Fascism arıd tho
ıerpwed gıowü of ıhe daııger of ırrall en@sized the imporaııcc of the anti-Fascisı and democıatic struggle
in general. However, üc Cominıeın scı iüı counıo for socialist ıevolution, aıeınpting o anticipate the Fa§d§t
offeıısive. The anti-Fascist strııgglt was ilcıtificd wiü ıhe §trugge again§t üıc capiulist ordcr, arıd üe main
blow was aimed at Socid Ocmmy. Mınuil§ky ıdnined iı his specch o 16 Jııııe 1934: 'According O oın
directives, Saial Demgacy wac or main ğıemy. Tbc troııble ıııas tlıaı, uncins üe stnıggle again§t Fascism,
we ooııaentrat€d oın fiıç on Saiıl Democrrcy and assıned ıt at by frghting Social Demgrcy we fougİıt agains
Fascisrrı".6

}iowev€r, üe wort of üe Cmintğün and its apparanıs, üough inflırnced by Sıılin's diıectives, was
geırcrally d€t€rınined by thc trrücıl needs of üe Communist prties rising from üıe siuutios in üe vrioıs
coımtries and in üe Cmmımist movcmenl Bah üe putie.s and the Cominorn tried o pay anenıion o üıe

5t Friedrich Fiısov, "N.I. Bırcbain v Kominterne', in N.V. Zııravlev aııd AN. Solo,pov (üs.), Buclıarin:
ğelovek, politik, uĞenyj (Moscow, 1990), p. l88:Alexaııder Vatlin, "NJ. Buctıarin i 'levyj povorot'
Kominterna", ibid., pp.20L-22; Undasynov and Jachimoviğ,, Koıııınıııistiöesğ luerııacioııal, pp. 14Gl50.

'9 J. Stalin, "Resulıs of the July Plenum of the C.C., CP.S.U. @.). Report to a Meeting of üe Active of
üe Liningrad Organisation of üe C-P.S.U. (B.), July 13, 1928" , in Süalin, Works, l l, p. 210.

o Friedrich Firsov, "Sıalin i pıoblemy poli*i edinogo fronta", in Achmet Iskenderov and Nikolaj Popov
(üs.),Oıkıyvaja ıovyc sıranici... Meldııııoodııije wproşy: sobyıija i lıiıdı (Moscow, 1989), w.356-362.

6ı Friedrich Firsov aııd Kirill §*j* "Korninıerrı: opyt dejatel'nostin, Kommunisı,1988, no. l0, p. 112;
Krivoguz, "Sud'ba i rıasledie Komintenıa", p. ll.

u'L&ıinr from Claıa 7*ı},.ın io Jules Humbert-Droz,lvIarch 29, 1929, in Siegfried Büne, er ai., (eds.),

Archives de Jules Hıımberı-Droz, üi Lcs partis coııımıınistes eı l'Inıernatioıwle Coırıtruınisıe funs les aııües
1928-1932 @ordrecht, etc., 1988), p. 165.

o3 Friedrich Firsov, "Vystıplenije v diskussii o ridcatych godach", in Dmitry Volkogonov (d.),30-e
gody, vzgljad na segodnja (Moscow, 1990), p. 61.
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interess and needs of üe working pcople and aaempted !o overçome various obstacle.ş conneçted witiı Stalinist
dogmas and revolutionary phrase-rnongering. The parties worked out, and ried o pıırsue, a policy that would
be in accord wiü üe prirriples of the Commıınist movement and ğlg ıısks produced by üe sitııation. The laner
prompted the srarcgy of anti-Fascis ıınity iniıiated by üıe Communisı parties and üe leadership of the
Comintem, which, in üe spring of l934,'was headed by Georgi Dimitrov.g

5. Tlu Seventh Congress of tln Cominıern

Stalin had ıo take ino rccount the international sinuıiorı and the growü of üe anti-Fascist movemenl Since üıe
Nazi dicaorsiıip in Germaııy meaıü aıı incrpase in the daııger of a new war, Stalin considered it necessary o
adopt poütical mea§ıır€s !o eıunıı€ pere. Though he did not change his views on Social Democıacy, he was
compelled o agree wiıh changes in Comintern policy. Geğgı Diminov was supported by most of üe Communist
paıty leaders capable of creative ıhoııgüt and hc ried insisıently, though cauüously, !o convince Salin of the
necessity of rejecting sectarian i&as and ı*üıing from bııreaııcratic metiıods in the Comintern's work 6 The
VKPO) Poütical Bıııeaıı cüımi§ioned iıs ECCI delegation to participate in üe interııal rasncnıring of the
Comintern and to ıırge ıhe pğd€s to pırsııc in@nĞnt poücies and develop initiative.G

This line was devel@ in dccisios mad€ at the §eventh Congress of üe Comintem (July - August
1935), which stressed that boüı ıhe ıole of thc partics aıd üeir reşonsibiüty were growing uıd that it was
neoe§sary to concentralc efficieot mııugoncnt wiıhin üe sections. The Corıgress called on Communiss o
organize United Wo*ers' and bpuhr'Fıus. Thcsc dccisions weno a sign of the growü of manırity in üc
Communist movement and showçd ıhıt ıhG Comintem was aüempting o ıegain its role as a collective body. At
üe same time, alüo"gh üe cogıcss dc faco rejected some stalinist dogmas, it was held at a time when üıe
cult of Sıalin was reaching io climaı and rvas in a way "hallowedn by his name.

The Congress adoptd a ıçsolution on üe report "On üe results of Socialisı constnıction in üe USSR",
wriren by Maııuilsky and ccreoed by Stılin. This ıçsolution annoıınced the vicory of Socialisrn in üıe §oviet
state.67 By thaı time, owing ıo strenuouıı labour by the people, the country had actııally become a strong
political aııd economic pow€r. Many people ab[Ed, especiatly Communiss, regaıdod üe USSR as a sronghold
of the struggle again* Fascism. Thc Congıess called for §upport for the Soviet Union by 8ny mean§ possible
and for meüods of figbting ngıinet thc "cnenies of the US§R". R,opagating 'üıe rmd to Socialism" a8 §tıown
by the "living example" of üe USSR, the Congress igınred the fact ıhat in§tead of a ma}xtic building catleıl
"Socialism", a gigantic ppnid of Stalinist t€rıor wa§ being consructed The Congress and the Communist
movement at large aidcd and üeüd üe embellishmerıt of the regiıne's facad€.

By appıovaing of the Cominteın's decisions on poüücal and cganizatioııal activities Salin made sııre
of securing control over üe ECCI. tlc persoııally ınade üe list of YKP (b) members o sit on the ECCI's official
bodies. It includ€d ildanuil§ky, Stalin and Mkhıit Tiilisser (a former OGPU of;Ecial, who worted in üe
Cominıern under üe name of Mcbyin) as menbers of the ECCI's Presidiıım, }rdanuilsky, Stalin, Zdaııov,
Nikolai Ezhov and Trilisser as members and Gopner, lızovs§, Nikolai Pc4ıov, Vassily Tchernodaııov as
carıdidates.

Trilisser's reşonsibility on the ECCI was for the personnel department and so he had !o carry out
pıırges directed against üıe personırcL ltrowever, his own fate was no differenl In 1938 he was arrested and stıoı

r B.M. I-ejbzon and lLI( Shirinja, Povorot v politikı Kominterna (K 30-1etiju VII kongressa) (Moscow,
1965), pp. 34-100; Kirill §irinja, Straugija i ıabila Kominterna v bor'be proıiv İoiizııu i vojny (1934-1939
gg.) (Moscow, 1979), pp. 1562.

6 Dobrin Miöev, "Georgi Diminov i @gaovkata na Sedmija kongres na Kommunistiöeskija internacio-
nal (maıt-juli 1934 g.)", Vekove (Sofia), |972, no.2, pp.3042.

6 B.M. lrjbzon and KJL §lrlnj", Povorot v politikı Kominterna.Istoiğesl<oe znaöenic VII kongressa
Komiıterıa (Moscow, 1975), p. 99.

oz ı96 iogach socialistiğeskogo stroitel'stva v SSSR", in K.K. §lrlnjn eı al., (eds.), VII Kongress
KommunisıiĞeskogo Inıernacioıala i bor'ba protiv füizma i vojny. (Sbornik dolaıınentov.) (Moscow, 1975),
pp.397,396.
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6. Tlıc Comintern u, a cover-ııp for Sıalh's politics

Conradicüons in the Congresses' ıp.solüios manifested üemselves in üıe Comintern's subseqırnt activities.
The leaders of the Cominterı pıomoted a policy thaı was aimed at developing an anti-Fascist and anti-war
movemenı and also at unifying alt d€moğaıic fgces and maintaining the independeııce of all the Communist
paffies. They starıed a campaigp of solidarity with Spain5ı and with üe peoples of Ethiopia and Chinı At the
same tiıne they obediently followed Sıalin's irstucıioııs.

At thi§ period Sıalin's contol over üc ECCI was less sric ıtıan iı had been. He kepı his eye on üe
sinıation in Spain, France and China, but hi§ arendo was focused on üe Comintenı's aainıde Owgds event§
in üe USSR. The leaders of üe Comintern weıc compelled io give public support o false Uials and to r€,peaı

Stalin's allegations about Troıskyist-Bııkhrinist conşiracies. After üe trial concerning üıe so*alled Trotskyist
Ceııtııe, §alin spoke to Dimirov on ll Feörııry 1937. He demanded that üe ECCI's leuer o üıe Communist
parties should sress that tipse convicıed had foııght againsı Lenin and ıhat üıeir activities had been aimed aı
preparing thc defeat of ıhe §ovieı Unbn in üe coming war. Stalin rejected üe dıaft of the EC§I's ıesolution
on üe tial, calling ü noıısensc, and said ıfu€atcrü]gly: 'All of yoıı in üıe Cominterıı suppat oıır eneınies".e

sulin and Ezhov made Dinitov lnuunon comintern and comınunist hty lead€rs o }vtoscow whert
usıully arı€st, torüıre and ıhe Oean'scntcocc awaitod then. On 1l Noveınber Sıalin ıold Dimiuov: "Tıotskyiss
siıould be chase4 siıot down, eırcrminaıeü They aıe world povocaoıırs, the worst agents of Fascism"Jo Tte
Comintern's presnge aııd iııflırncc in üe lüoıır moy€ment were exploited to coyer up §talin's crimes.

The wave of teııor unbashed by Salin rcw uıgulfed the Cominterıı and its officials, foıeign
Commıınists and poütical €migpııts who üvod in ıhe USSR:ı According ıo datia pubüstıed by üe KGB,
acüvists from 3l Communist pğde§ı boc8nc ıhc yictin§ of pıırgesJ2

A letter from Varga to Stalin on 28 lıfgch 1928 conveys üıe arrıoşhere of ttıe time and the feelings
of political emigrarıs: "Tho§e who ge free, stğting with the Comintern's employees and including members of
üe ECCI Secretariat, aıe completely demcalised and discouraged because of üe mass aıresıts. Deınoralisation
resuls from their absolute hcplessıess in atrıir§ conııected with the ıırrests of poliücal emigraıırc t...]. }viaııy
foreigners gpt ttıeir üıings ıeady every night expecting the likeühood of arresı ivtarıy have becoırıe half-crazy
wiü consant fear and caıınot ıyqt"3

On 2 Deceınber 1937 Stıtin ord€ı€d the dissotution of üıe Communisı party of Poland"7a Ar€sts among
Polish Communists tud startcd bact in üıc caıiy üıinie& The NKYD alleged ıhaı üıe party at that time was full
of poüce şies and pıoyocateunı and üe Cominteın rccepıed üıese allegaüons. Salin stifted üıe rcşonsibiüty
for üe dissolution of ıhe party on to üe ECCI, üıs making üe Comintern an rccomplice in üıi§ secrpı acüm.
It was made use of o jıs§ potitiıally one of thc heinoıs crimes of üe Salinist reigı of orru. This so
underıııined the Comint€rn üaı it coıld not ıç.aııin is position The EC€I leaders yıelded trı Salin's pressıııeı
seıting u ııaııght üe Rules of thc Comintern aııd ıhe righs of üıe Communist parties. They saııctiorıed üe
dissolution of üe Polish Commımiıg hty by a ıesoluüon dated Augus 1938, after üe pargy had acoally alıeady
beeıı dissolved.

€ Marklen Me§erjakov, Ispııskaja respülikı i Kominıern: Nacioıul'ııo-revoljııciorıııaja wjıa
ispanskogo ııaroda i politikı Koırıınaııis{ıöeskogo Interıucioıula (19j6-1939 gg.) (Moscow, 198l).

O Friedrich Firsov and Kirill Shirinj4 "Kominterıı: rrremja işyüanij", Praıda, no. 97,7 April 1989.

70 Anaoüj lıtystıev, "Tragcdija Kominterıa', in Iskenderov and Popov, Oıbyvaja ııovye sıranicj..., pp.
403409.

7ı Evgenij Piıozkov, "I e,§öe o reabütacü",Nedelja, no. 20,20 ivlay 1990, p. 11.

72 "Müestvo proüv bezzakonija- Düumenty Archiva Kominterna o bor'be za spasenie kommunistov-
internacionalistov ot stalinskich repressij", Problemy mira i socializma, 19E9, no. 7, p. 90.

73 Friedrich Firsov and Inessa Jazborovskaja, "Komintern i Kommunistiğeskaja partija Pol'§i", Voprosy
istorii KPSS,1988, no. 12, p. 59.

74 "Komin[em i sovecko-gerın4rıskij dogovor o nenapadeni" , Izvestija Cl( KPSS, 1989, no. |2, p. 205.

I7

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



In üıat ragic sitııation Dimitnov and some oüer Comintern leaders, including Wilhelm Pieck, Johann
Koplenig and Palmiro Togliari, ried o obıain discharges for üıe victims of Sıalin's rçressions. The Comintern's
aıchives contain a gıeaı number of leueı§ sont by Dimirov to üıe NKVD, to the pıosecutots' ofnce and !o the
VKPO) secretaries, as well as lists of prisoners whse dischrge he sought. Someıimes, becaue of his interces-
sion, certain ca§es werc revised and prisonen were released.

Slalin used ıhe Comintcrn a§ an fuıstrıımcrıı of his policy still more openly in corınection rııiüı üe
Moloov-Ribbentropp pact and the beginning of World War II. A resolution 'On üe anti-Soviet campaign
corrcenıing alks benreen the US§R aıd Perırıany" was adçted by üe ECCI Secretriaı on 22 August 1939,
i.e. on ıhe eve of the pact's being signed" It interpeıed üe pact as an action intended o frııstrate plans of
aggression against üe USSR, to help üe Baltic couııtrie.§ and to disunite the aggıessğs, thus mainaining perce.
The sness laid on the nece§ty of frghting German Fascism aııd on the still existing possibility of sigrıing a pact
between üe USSR, Great Briain and Fıaırcc, showed üat ttıe ECCI leaders did not foresee all the after_effects
of ıhis teaty.

The pact caused serioıs confusion within the Communist movemenL However Diminov and iüanuilsky
wrote to Salin on 27 August thıt the Communist parties "react propeğ to ihe feverish anü-Soüet campaign
unleashed by tiıe boıırgeois and the Social-Dcmocraüc press prçeğ"J5

When the war beg;an, Sq$in mad€ üıe Comintern reject the $ıidelines of the Severıüı Congıess. IIe
would not allow Fascism o be eıpooed as üe init ator of war. Dııring his meeting with Dimişov on 7 Se,ptember
Sıalin §aid ıhat the division of cap_iıalist coıntries ino Fascist and Deınocraıic had become meaııingless. The
impücaion was that the Comintern üould diıect its propaganda aginst imperialisrı in gerıeral Sıalin's directives
led o üe disappearaırce of even üc rcrm of Tascistrı' from üe Comintern's dcuments.

As a result, the Comintcın's poücy and the directives it sent o the parties did not relaıe to the corrıplex
and conradicıory siuıation and sowed conftısion in ttıe practical policies of Communist paıties trying o change
the waı ino an anti-Fascist orıe. The Cqııinıern's call for peace and against an imperiatist war wers puıtly
abstracı

7. Tlıe Comintern Dissolved

In spıte of Stalin's directives üe Commıınist parties did not halt their struggle against Fascisııı. Anti-Fascisrn
rçmained üıe main political guidclirc of üe Communists, though, yielding to Salin's pıe$nııE, üıe Comintcrn
hıd to ıefrain from openly cıposing Hiıl€ri§ıL The comintern's secTet aid to parties puticipating in the
Resisaırce moveınenı caıısed Sıalinınxicty. ile stroııe o mainıain friendly ıelations wiüı Germanv and p,ıobably
thoıght üaı üe comintera was ı hindrancc to thiı. In April l94l stalin old Dimirov to dissolıa the comintcrn

This ıvas peventcd by Gcımanv's aürck on the USSR on 22 Jııın. Under ıhe ciıçumsınırce§, üe
Comintern leaders puı all ıheir çffm ino mobilizing the Communist pties and eırcoııraging all anü-Fascists
o struggle against Fasci§gı and srypat the Sovict people. The policy of anti-Fascisı ıuıity was raştacd aııd
developed However, il orncd oııt o be inpossüle o lead üe activities of üıe vuioııs Corımunist parties dııring
the war. The parties did not need ıq üey showed üeir mağırity and their ability o cganize the masse.s to ı€sist
Fascism. As fg Sıalin, in ıt at peıiod he came o the conclusion üıaı üe Comintern waı an obstacle o rçlations
wiıh the allies of üe anü-Hiıler celition Oıı 8 lııiay 1943 Diminov and Marıuils§ wer€ summoned o Molotov
where üıe decision was ıeached ıhat iı was necessary !o dissolve üe comintern. The EccI prıe§idium ıook a
resolution on it on 10 June. Son afrer that üıe Department of International Information of the VKPO) Ceııtal
Committee was §et up. Is aims weıe to be in charge of anti-Fascist committees and undergıound broadcasting
and o maintain relatioıu wiıh ıhe Communist prties. Initially Alexaııder Sherbakov head€d ıhis Department,
üen he was replaced by Georgi Dimirov.

conclıısbn

In üıe post-Ocober period üe VKPO) was ttıe leading paıty of the Cominıern. As such it participated in the
formation and development of the Communisı partias uıd deformation within the VKP@) could not help
iniluencing üe Cominçrn and üe Commıınist pcties. The command_and-direcüve methods prevalent in the paıty

75 Firsov, "Stalin i Komintern" , Voprosy ısıoni KP§§, 1989, no. 9, p. 18.
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under Sıialin's dictatorial rule were imposed on oüer parties. This led to a deformation of ıhe policy and
developmenı of üe Commıınist moveıneııt in general. It paralysed initiative, inooduced conventional meüods
of paıty organization unsuiıable o üıe hjsıorical corıditiorıs and tiıe situaüons in üe various counries and slorved
down üıe independent develoıpmaıt of üıe parties. The Comint€rrı itself was disıorted. Convened fu|tially as a
leading centre of the revolutioııary poleıariıı §truggle, it nımed ino ıhe instnıment of Stalin's foreign policy.

This inevitably led to conilicts betıveen üe developing Communist movement arıd the parties' attempıs
to reşond to üe real siuıaıion and to ıhe Salinisı dogmas imposed on üem. Stalinism mearıt üe pıeservation
of dogmatism and secıarianisrı. It pıevented the paıties ftom developing and made it diffıcult for üıem o
undenund üıat working people's social and class interesıs could not b€ secııred wiüout provision for the
people's human and democraıic needs wiüin a broad popular democratic coaliüon.
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