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Referat zun Sukonal SEl[
llage sord.ı,ııngspuakt 2 Iad,ien

In a capitallst society ıvhere caplta1 and, labour aıe
contrlİ:t, the !İıass-inedla plays a veqa tq)ortant lcıe
fllctlng 91ğuat1,on.

1n pe+)etua].

l.n this con-

sccieiy tha press is alsc noncpolised by thts
o! by aly İnd ivldual but powerful capitalist.

But the question is rıhat tipe of lcle do tiı ey play. Tn a capltallst
or- İE -rgroup of capitalists

Ancther questlon
arises ııhet}ıer the press owned by the capltalİsts
rıhile cea].lng 9, ith any ev erıt cf labou r rıovement.

can be rıon-partisan

Ehe bourgeois Press trles to maiJıiaİn an autEı o _f__non-p aıt İs anship.
Bu'- that, 1s only a facade. Ehe undellying cta ss-na}-uİe of the bour-
geols ınass-medl,a and 1Ls utter d.şendence on the aıling class mani-
fest itsel-' more promlnently ]!!Eg!§ thğ sğ§,ggles of ğhe !,rcİ king
class. Internal haggl lng betweeı bourgeo is ne\,rsp ap eıs an.l JournalsCa.l*-ı!t<. aıı ıri-constiüıtes a.sl]ects of po!.İcy. But irlespect,lve .cf political naııpnLthe erĞlıe bourgeolse pıess ııithin a caşlt,atisğ siate 1s,, a wea5ıon

foı c6nso1l.dat,ing the pol*eı of the bourgeor* *U so it is unabash-
ed,ly agaJ.nst the wo d(lng class.
§ıbllcation of a neıs5ı aper oa magazlne ln a eaş»it,allstic society i.s
a no ]rrıaı corrrrıerc İal underiaklng requlrıng the investment of a great
deaI of cE)ltal. only the big entlep İeneıı rs, the wealthey. those
r.rho have at theıı dls5ıos al large srıms of money or shares c aıı affo ıd,
§uch oııtlay. fhe pollt lcaf tıend of the publication wıt.l natuİally
be urder theiİ contİol, at aİıy rate on sırch pıİ-ncipaİ.l1ı iışort ant,
issues fo! the bouİgaisİe as the stağe-poİrrer and the rlgh€ to
private prcperty.
The oitıer gwo Epst ıııode rn İnstnınerığs oE rnass-ııed,ia aıe Radto arıı
Televİs ion and since there tr.ro İnstruments aİe corİbrolled. by tiıe
cap ttal ist Etat,şpoweİ d,lrectly oİ alnı|3st d.iracğly, ttıelr role in

LABoI,R }1ovEünüT IN I}IDIA A§D THE ROLE 0F IEE ı.lAss-MEDrA
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In pra-J.rıdeperdencc Ind ia, labaur tTıoverrıent start,ed. a'- a rruch later
peı1,od than that ln Erırope or imerica. fhe reasons are obvious.
Indusğrial activ i., ies iı Inlia had lts begi.nnlng cnly at the seconcl
half oi ti.te ].ast centuqa eıı.l ı,ılth the laylıg c E İailwa!, t!ac:<s in the
nid-fifties oi thağ cent ry anc ııith e>:tractl.cn of €oaI and eı].ğİ-
vating tea-pl anta',- lon, the fiıst batch of the Inclan İ,Jo İ](ing class
ca:ne l-ntc tile alena. ,xhe fğv, irıd,rıstries ğhat, started, <1evelopİng iı
that period ı,ıeıe malnly canteİed. round Ju'_e rni1 ı s aıc cotton m1!1s
aİcund calcııtta arıd. 3oırİıry İespect,i.,, el!r. The Jute mi].ls ı,ıere in ttı e

possession'o:_' the B rlt,lsh cq)lğallstsı whe:eas ind i.genous cspitaf lsn
iried to thrive on cottcn rnills and fDrn the flıst decade c€ the
pİesent c entuıY sone oiher İndus',-ries like stee1 a}so thılved wİt}ı

İndİgenous cap İ'..a1 1nvestİneıt.. 3ıİ l.ncl gencu s cq>ite1isn ha.c to
malk 1ts pİogİess aga jJıst ,raİİcus fc ı,ıs € resis:ance fıcm t!ıe sıitİsh
Gov er:uneıt and op.Dos it icn iıcrn tıle Brİ'.l§h cq)ltallsts ,Jrheiiıeİ inves t-
ing tn creat Bİitaln or ln India.
s lİİu].taneous 3.y, vı ii,iı increas İng economİc and industrid ac,tlv İt,ies iı
ühe :.31]nt Eı/, ho,.,reve: ha].t lngly it mf.ght have '!ıeeı aİıe splead. oE
]Jngl is!ı eiuc at İ.onrvernacul aı as lle1I as Engf is jr nğ.rspa:.eİs and cerio-
dlca].s game fuı,tc eüistence.

Iğ l,s interest lng t, noee t]ıat as back as ln the s'!.<ğıes of the last
centu !!, one f aırıcus Bengall perJod ica1 published, ftorn a place near
caldıtta cpenly took th.e sl-de oE the st,nıggl in g raJ.lrıay ,..ıo ıkers of
Howİ3tı Raİlııay gğağicn.

ii' ıras ln § rtl-May 186 2 a s'-İi]<e lıı -ıjıe raiılray l.re rke İs at Ho wralı
-1alt,.rqa B€E station (the main Railua:, staticn ccnne.ğ.tng calcuğ-.a)

2.

protectlng the capitalist inğer3s t as agalnst, üıe ı.ıo rkİng class is
aöso ııore dİrect ard. pİeju,alcia] tc the interests c: the ı.ıo rklng
class. A:ıd. since Radlo and Television have nııch ıvl_der ccveracJe than
the neİrrspapers, t}ıeİİ role 1n uphol,İing the capİta].ist. inieİest, anc
decıi,İng the labour rnovelnerıt is also rnore efİective. ,ind ile ncra
1ğ is effectlve, ıın ıse lt is for the wo rkiıg class.
The rrdlan eorİğext:
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brol<e out, on the d.emand of elght-houİ dutF and, acccrcliıg ta a1l hlsto-
rİca1 record.s thİs was the fiİst strİke acğta)by a section of the
germlnating Ind,laıı ı,D lklng class. Somo rakash, the Bengal1 t eeP.ıy pub-

Iished fron near-about calaftta carrlcd tjı,ı ,Eclloılng neı^ıs 3bcut the

ı Recent].7 1200 ,..ıo rke:s o,E !{,o,ıJratı ılailwa1, S:aticn had stnıck
wo!k. Thqa say ğhat ttıc ııo r]<eıs of Iocomotive Dq,artment
work 8 hours a day. But they have to wo rk for 10 hours.
l,ıoİ]i has beea stcppe3 foı sorıe d.ays. The Raillıay Conp arıy
s}ıould fulf11 tbe Prayeİ of the ııc İke!s, oğheİrrise the!,
ı.ıon l t get any man l .

ltırough thls nerıs iğem ğhe vern&ular ı^reekly iıefiniteiy shoued its
s}rm_oathy tcwards the stİiklng Raİlway ı.ıd<ers.

.t"
Llk3r,.r ise the ve!ııağulaı nelıııspap eıs took up the case cf opp ress İ.ojthe
gg6-p}antat ion ı.ıo rkers also l,n thaü very early perlod. Regular prr
ductlon of tea may be ğaken to have been started-ln Trdla slnce 1s51,
and frcn the very beglnning ltself ğ}ıe Brltlsh plante$ inflicted cn
ğhe tea plantat,ion ,v|c İkers a !ııast irıİıunan treatİı3nt.

Dacca pıakash , a. cont3ır[)o raİy Bengal J- perJ.cdİcal appearing in t}ıe

fiftİes of t}ıe 1ast centıı !y seriously took uo the case of oppression
of tea f42 ıııo rkers by t}ıe Brlt, İsh planters. With deqı an:<ietlı

Ttıe g!.mpathy eçressed blı those neİrsDaDers lcvJar.ls the tea plantaEİon
wcrkeıs weİe born out of the natİonal feellngs ttı en gennİııati ng İ.n
the nğ"rly English educated mİdd.l t-class of 9engal. Slnilar rq)o rt
enços lng the baİbariğles ccİ ıltted by the Blltlsh tea planters wele

.'
Sorneo rckasfi quoted Dacca Pra.kash,

|Foı some tlme diffeıent ner.ısp apers had been ağitat fuıg
upon the cppıesslons ccınıaitted by tlıe ğea plant,eİs oi
c alcııtta. Then ,b,he tea planters assuıııed a lJgtle Peace-able at,t'l-tt-ıde. 9ut now again. ilay by day, ttıey aıe
becoming fieıcerı .

Then the nel.rsPap er t amed the tea planters,
ıwe agaln traİn the tea p].anteİs not to folloı,, fcctsteps
of inClgo plantation ...lf tlı ey contlnue this o_opres!-
lon like the lndlgo planters fcr scrıe tine lrtcl e, theywill have to çnı lt Irdİaı.
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pub l ish<1 in aıot]ıeı ts engal j. pericdica]_ SanJ ivanl and a ]earlln g
Eng]. ish d.ail], The 3enq4lee publishrJ from Calcutta at !,-hat tlne.
Ihis sirnP aEhy t, oıards ihe wo İkers !,ras the e:..!essicn of nationa1
feellngs by the peİiodicals ancl news papeİs iıubl ished by t}ıe ducated
Indİans. But 1n contİast, the newspçıers lerresent{ng 3rltlsh inte-
ıests in Tncia took ılp Just :ın opDoslte stand ln respect of the
ploblerns of the labour and. labouİ ncveİn eİıt.

3
§or e<aıple, the gqg. an Engllsh dally nın by the Blitİsilers
and charrploning Brl'-ish inteİesLs anc publ islıgI frcn ealğütta, the
tlıen capital of TnCia, ııhil e rşoıting about the 5ang tea planta-
tlon tDrkeıs made the ste5ı ccnnent that ısooneı or later the whole
question of labouı oa the tea gaıtıens rmıst be resolutely faced, and.

soone! the betterı. Here the att ltlıde İs veıı e].ear. It 1s Just
goadıng the Bıltlsh tea planters to take İeso].ute action agalnst tlıe
1roİkerg.

T'].ıe cl ass chaıacter af The St,atesman and lLs atti'uude tclraId.s the
labour movement not. only 1n Iİıd l"a. but abroad al so vrele clea!ıy
ıevealed in the very early days of. its ir_ıbl lcaticn wh 9n the daily
rego rted about the histcrlc May Day hapçıenings at Chlcago 1n 1886.
The d.ally wrote,

ıThe Socialist mov eı-fle İı -- J.n Aırope and. .1İnerlca has sudd.enly
as §ı,!ned. d 1ııpns icns that __-fu İnlsh cause r^re thİnk foİ thegravest uneasiness._ Riİtter tglegraphd on wedne sd,ay of agreat outbreak at Chlcagc, ln ııh lch fifty of the ıiotersşere shot anc İlve _of ule polİce, of wiıon many also wele
çıounded by ıbonb5ı belng thrown agalnst thğn. It İs alle-ged ı.re observe that the ınovejıe nt is lnst{ gatd by fo:eİ.gnsocİallsts, anf tlıat wldespıead ıstİlkest -are be-İnc madeln the states in favour cf eight-hours derıard. of tf,e vıo r}ı-
h6h ı

But, the ilalJ.y dlit noğ stq) t}ıeİe. It contlrııed. ejçressİ.ng deep con-
cern for any possİble revo].u--ionaİy srave 1n ihı roçıe. Thus 1t rE)oİted.

ıThe chİcagJ meetlng 1s saİd tc have rıınbered, 15rooo nen.İtıe rnost seıious reflect1-on of aİl ls tle attltüde of theFrench Mİnister for War and the leading ırıınlclpal lties oft}ıe ı.l.çıubllc,, fc! General Boulanger has taken lrıe -wor:men
a]-most ostentatiously ]ıncer the ğrctectlon of the Goverıınent,and.the lan9ıİs.e 9s€ Uy hiı in tlıe As s erıüly c"n".rning th.Sol1deı? l"s ri(rtli:l!ı des:rj5ed as a 'cap:.tuİaİİo"; "İ tı.,.a'ny tc the r,p İklİg-,iıass, rıhl,]. e t,he greit Ge-ıan ehencello!
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5.

warns the Reichstag ttıat Euncpe_may rıot ıns5cıa9ıŞ.:İı1_^
'İİ""İg-İİ." İj r.ci "lprulv 

-,oİi*ı J,o:o;oaoanda cf ğhe 33ne

as that oi Llgz on ti"-p.E, of pıenih -nai,t,rn. The.pcsition
E Ş.-"!tıio.ı rı""rr.."r-ona", u}ıe Republic ls agaİn.a re_,
cgğitlon oİ ttıe "t.J,-"i tit"g" ııh lcii p roduced t]1,3 f lrst
i*IiJi,iii"i, ;; ;;;;;pi;"rJ iü= ?renc!ı acrcss tlıe Al;ıs ard

the Rıine, to caıry-lİJ-İılcolouE thloughout Europe,ı

The ıet{ş)q)e! ı,ıas, ho,,{e|,t, er, hğp eaıl of any absence of danger oE re,ıolu-

tlcn 1n -jıe Unlted stağes. It contlı:ııed,

ı?he!e ts l1ttle ilangeı 9f any revoıutlonary grıccess ln the
uni+-ed states. İ|-İ" tr,= un[ıealttıv cc nd lt icn of things ln
ğıı rğp e ,whlch has İ,3" a"""T tted tni,c a vast camp of 

. 
s"and,-

ing arrntes ul"İ-ınJ," t.lı" sĞt,, of matteı 9o electsrlc on

ttte contlne.r-,. 
- inat wJ shall see veıa grea" c,}anges ln the

sociaI fabric cr-ıuıo_oe befcre ttıe erıd of ğhe decade seerns

io be cerg3i", 
-;rıd-ai; 1ong dqıtession cf tİade @ns eq,.ıenğ

the reon tııat rıaie-pioa"""a 
-*r", presen,_ ğhİeağenlng sğate of

ınağters. ı

The deeio an-xiety aİıd to a certaİı ec,terığ the f eel iİıg of corısternation

oF a rE)etİtlon of the contlnental reı,olutlon ttıat The staleşrı!_an e:(-

plassea, ııhite rq>oıtİng on the Mq1 Day hapP eııings of C}ıicago, ııas

lnd 1cailve of ğıe ağtitude of t}ıese B ritİgh- oı,ned neısspapers in pre-
'İndeperıd,ence Irıdla tor.raİaıs labour mov ement l!,self, In any blg labour

upheavel these nerrısp e)ers sal{ only la,rülegğness an,f an atğgpt f Jr

oveİthrowlng the nııe cf ttıe cro"n in Irdla,

Nationa] ist mcvelnenğ İı Indla staİğeıl taktng shape İn ttre ], ast, quaİteİ

o5 nlneteerıu:ı cenLuqr. Ind 1an NatlİDnal ccngress t,ağ bonı ln 18E5 as,

anoİgaİıİsağiontcrqJİeseı]E,ti.ıelnğergstsoftJıerlsİngl.ndiqencus
bıurgeoİsie.Duıİ.ngthisPerlod,anııırıt)eİofnatlonalisinewü)auets
bcth veınagı].ar arıd Engl İ.sh qıpeared in Tndla voicing nai iÖna]- inte-

fests, as ııell as a gcod rı!,nbe r of Englİ,sh nğv,spapers vccİfeıously

€59ous lag ğhe Bİİtish interests in conğİasğ

Dıı ring ğhe flıst t,rıo d.ecades of the pi3sent 6entu {f ı İ sEct1,on of the

bourgeols leadersiıi:c cf Irdlan }Iat icnal congress also de,ıoğed ttgıı-

selves to organiuing the labouİ, noğ frJ,n arıy class poınğ of vieııı, tıuğ

froın/thePeİspecğlvecfut1llsingğileseva.5ğunoİgaİıl.zeilmasses..
againsğ tİıe
ııainly oai.d

lnpeİialist r.ıle. But ı,fı İle organj.ziıg the ıabour, thq,

attgıılşı ğc ti,ıe ,ıc rkers eıçIo1ıed ln the 9 İlt lsh_o"",ned

l
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6-

İndustrles. In the 1ndustrl_es oııne<} by the :ndİarıs, the7 dic1 not

ltke any labcur oİganizaiion a::d nıvgıe!üL as tiıe7 did :1rl: ,,fiın; i:c

putanyobstaclelnğhewaytotheglowğhoflndigeııousl.ndustries.

?:11s .)arilğular a-,titudc of ahe nationalişt, Ieaders iras also ref}ec-

ted ln the rq)oİtİngs of ttıe natlonallsğ nğ.Jsoapers, ?tıese papers

used tc aive publ ic lty tc t*ıe labour movenıent taklng place ln
B İltish_oI.rned lndustrles and eş>ressed sınDathy wlctı tjıe İJorkers ı

car.ıse. Buğ when the case rel ated to any lncustİy ol,rned by an I ı,ıd 1an

capltalist, thes e ı:ı,ıspaoeİs tcok a eiffeİeırt vığrpoİng aniı iı is-
ccuİaged Iabcur activities ln Elıcse İ.ndJ.genous 1ndustrles,

Ic 1s in this background in pre_iİıig_cendence Irıila, the newspapeİs

ana periodical s ,ıh idı ,]reİe ğhe soıe instrİ.ıments 'of mass-med.İa befcre
'tu"

inLıoduction of stata_ccn+_rc1]_ed Radi.c became divlde<l 1nto^ gİcuP s as

f ar as the !ııo r:iing c1 ıss mc vg:e rğ was ccncerned, 9ut ııılth the in,,-en_

sİ€icatlon oi class strugğle betİ.reen ttıe capİ,tal and labour, eırerı

the natİonal ist neııspşers whİch acü.ıally İe:|reserüed i,he İna igencus

bourgecls inierests ware relueten'_ to expİess sy!!İ!)athy ıılğh {:İıe cause

of the labour.

contlasllqq lhe cont last lng att lttıcle of the naticnallst ad
ffi----::=: Brltlsh-owİıed neııs.oapers an tiıo r]rlngFclass sğıT ıggl e may

be clear from some sel ecğive glançıles.

Scrıe of uıe nationa].1st nelvrsi)apers publ lshed 1n Engl İsh bes laes a
host of vernacrılar ones rqported elabo r"ately aıd slTıpathetlcally
about t}te rıo rklng class stnıggles. fuıtJng them &g_-!gıs9r' ttıe
Aİnrita Bazar Patri}:a an<i For,ıaıd from Ca]cutta aıld. Borİıbay ch ro n is]__e

r-1o}.l 3orn]cay tcok the 1eadirg parğ. Anİita Baza! Patİlka ıglceIy

rq)orğec tİıe mass ive $oİkİng-class stıargg].es that b'roke out 1n Bengal

duİing the 1905-? perioa ı,rhen great mass agitatJ.on developed against
paİil_ubn of Bengal by toıd. culzon, the then GoverDor €eneral of
Indla. slmilarry J.n Boıüay, when the flrst pol1tl.cal gtrike of a

sec-,lon cf the Irdlan ı,€rkin, class ı.ıas olganlzed €c İ 6 days l,n ttıe
nldd.le cf July 1908 agaİnst the lİq) lisorı:nenğ c€ tiıe great nat, ional
Ieade! 3.G.Tiia:Ç sornb ay chİonlcle rencered yoınen seİİrl.ce by
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,l .
publlshl-.]g Clai].z detalf 3 .: ti].1t strlke acgllcn arrl the bnıt,aıltİes
ccı,,!ü 1.,ted upon the s Erİl<ing ,.o!,1(e5s '!ıy t}ıe pollce arıd army of thecolonial GoveıHnent. At the same ti.ne, The Tiries of rrıdla !*ıresen-.tlng Brltlsh lnterests stcod on the opposite side and by every meanstrled to condemn the stıikes a n-d, uphold tJıe lıteıegts of the cap1ta_lists qnd the Goveııunent. The statesmaD ard Engllshman froın calcrıttaand Tıııes of Irııla froın Bombay anpng some others vled wlth each ot*ıerto pounce upoa any ına-rıif estatlon of labour ıIbvement ani İn each of 1tthey used to dıscover a revoluti onaıy threat to overthıovı the nıb ofthe Brıtlsh. umpteeı nuırüer of instances ııay be (j.ted about theiıcıa2y 6!5g5sion ııith ttıe fear of tabour moveırıerıt. sometlmes they ğveıı
'ı*ı 

not deem l.t uneth'caİ. to spİead vlle slarıdeıs agalnst the strtı-..
sgl iDs rrorkers. İı L922 when a seİİes of strikes took place 1n theBİitlsh-owned Rallways and lt paraJ_lzed üıe erıtltJe"sJ ındloİ, n"ilo
ıJaYS, One Of the Ra1].ways of the country, İt c leated. consternation
aİnong the Engl lsh populatlon. En 4ishm the Calcutta netrsp+)er ıe_pteserıting diıect Britlsh İnterests, pııbl lshed.1 ln a velıı of paıric.a baseıess strry about aıleged nolestatİon of the English ı.ıonen bythe stıikers. wlth this carıaıd the neçsp aper tıi ed to rouse pıül ic
op inion against the stılJ<e. In contİastı when May Day was obs erved.foı the first tlme in Tndia by an early comrnınl.st s. singaraveluchettleİ at uadİas on }lay 1, 1923, the ne!ıs of the observance h,asfully covered by the national ist Engllsh daJ.ly of Madıas. lhe Hiıdu.the next day.

rn |928 when tlıe 
'lıınn 

Coınınisslon appo İnted by the Brltl.sh Goverrımerıtto exadıine whetheı tİre Irıd,İa,,s rıtere flt for sel f-goveİnnerĞ was toıaııd, at Boıüay on 3ıd Febnıaıy, the e,l Irriı'a congEess coıırııti; ;"ı caİİ foİ a cğıİpİete generaİ strlİ€ all ove! the countıy to rec.oİdits mass lve protest agal.nst üıİs national humll1atlon.. The to rkİngclass of India took aıı rctİve Part ln ttıat strike anit ln aıl l.bouİceDtles they organized strlkes arıd massİve d,emonstrat,ons. Foİwaİi-a mİlltant natİonal,st iİatly İı Englİsh publtslied troo', c"ı"rElr"detalıs of the paİtlclpat lon of the lorktng class 1n th 1s countq4,ridest!*ke action. T'he paPer ıq)olted ııtth Jı.ıbtltation how in aıl labourcentıes of calcutta ard amund the ııorkeıs obs erved, coııE)lete stılkeaİıd Jaİned deroonstlatlons against the Slmon corrİnissİon.
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8.

whlle Fonıaıd İeporğed about complete stİlke ln the calcu.tta Dort,
Ral].1.ıay }rorP.shops, Tram.rays, 1n the Jute mllls and otheİ lndustİlaİ
aıd corıTnerc lal cornplexes, The StatesmJ pub l lsheci a neı,rs giving
Just an oPpostte p lcture of the strike sltuation. The statesman
9r!ote, ısir John Simon and, hİs colleagues have aİİlved and the
pronlsd uprlslnğ of an lndlgnant people which hd. been organlsed
wlth ıııı ctı elabo rate caxe has been thoroughly eçosed for r.rhat 1t ls
- the cl arİlcu r of smaıl gİoups of ılttle lıfluence wlth the people ln
whose name thqa pİofess to q)eak. In Bombay 1tself the demonstra-
tlons ırıere of no çonsequence ard, dİd. rıo t p!ğİ,renğ sir John slnon
glvİng a message of hop e and 1nsplratlon to Irıdta. Delhi ı.ras qlıİet,
Latıo !e hed no }oat.ı (means stoppage of ııork) at a],1. The cl.tlzens
of C a]. dıtta generally behaved. ıvith d lgnlty aııd şent abğııt tirelf
affalıs, anc only f rom Madras is there neııs of any seri.ous riot. In
calcutta we had tlıe real measuıe of the lnfluence of the coııgressmen,
and found that İt. countea for pıacticalJ.y nothingı. Thls repo ıt of
The statesmaıı was , obvlously, faİ from the tnıth.

The peİiod t927-29 wl,tnessed waves of labou ı ncvement ln India.
paİtictııaİly notable among ttıern were the genera]. strl.kes of the
ter<tlle şo İkers l-rr Boriİ]ry arıd Jute wo d<ers in Bengal. It may be
mentloned here that the tgJ<tlıe m1lls 1n Boınbay weİe nostly owıed by
the irdian capltallstsı v,ıhil e the Jute mills ln Bengal belonged to
the Brİtlshers. consequently, while the Jute !ıo rkers stll](e İn
B engal received uns'.inted guppo rt fıom the nat lonal İst dallles, t}ıey
ııeıe lukeı.ıa:ıı ln t}rıir attltude toü.raıds the teİtlle lJoİkers ı stı İ]<e

ln Bombay. tt was only ğhe $ıcrkİng-cıass perİodİcaıs that tent
unequlvocal suppo !t to both these stİlkes. Thls two gtrikes !€V€3-
led the dual chaıacter of t}ıe natlonaltst d.atlies -on the one side
supportlng wo rkinq class actions in Bİitlsh oı.:ned lndustİles, on
ttıe ottıer dJ-scou rag lrıg striı<es etc. 1n the İndustrles oı.ıned by ttıe
Irdlans.

But at the samÖ tİıne, at least in one very lrpo rtant occaslon, eıı en
when the worklng-class polİ.tİcal init,lat iv e was at vaİla.rıce wlttı ttıe
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9.

with the policy of the 1eağgg5h1, o€ Tndian !tratlonal Congıess, lts
actlon recelved wlde publiclty in some of t}ıe natlonallsts dallies.
I)tıı lııg this peılod the vıo rking-cl ass polltlcal lnltlative cl lınaı<ed

ln aı event durlng calcutta session of the Iniİian İŞational Congress

1İ Decerrıber 1928. The ccngless leadershİp at th at tİıne was dlther-
ing on the deırı and of fııll i.ndependence. But the ıüorklng .class took
the 1nit iatlve İn pressurlzlnğ the C6ngaess leadershlp for adoptj.on

of the goal of co[TDl ğte lndşendence. on 30 Decgıibel 1928 at the caıl
of the calcutta T ramwaymen ı s Unİon, Benga1 Jute workelsı Assoclation,
East Indİa Rail,,vay Labour Unlon arıd sgııeıa1 other labouı organi.satlons
a denonstratlon of 30, 000 ı-o r]<ers leit by the conlTıınist and ottıer
leftıst t rad.e unlon leadels advanced towards ttı e venue ctr tııe congress
Sesslon raislng slogaııs likeı ıwo !,Y.ers of iüe $ro rld uniteıı |long

]_İve lndep end ent Irdian Republic, ı lwe have rıothlııg to 1ose but the
chainıetc. The 1abouı demonstratöİs forcib].y entered the congless
paıd all and ln a masslve meetlng, ışhich .Tawahallal Nehnı had ğo pres lde,
passed a resolutlon d,emaıd.ing coı;ıpl ete indeperıdence fıom Bıltlsh yoke
and, urged the Congress leaclershlp tc go a}ıead }rlth thls goal. Of

course, uıtlmately rıhen actual sess1-on of t}ıe congİess started, the
Ieadersh!> reJ ected. this aenaİıd.

It nay be noted here that tİıİs şorkingıclass d.emonstration was rEt to
the l1king of the conğless ıeedershlp. Yet the natİonallst dally
Arnİlta Bazar Pat 5 i_\A which fo1loweC Congress llne pubt lshex] ln fu1l
the details of the demonstlation and the resolu!.lon adopted by then

8
in tlı e meeting inside the eongress pandal. Tn ccntİast, The statesrıan
ışorEİng on th l_s eiı, ent of üıe Congiress Session bante!futgly conunented,
ıAı1 extreme rrııcvemerıts tenc to shed the honouıed lead.ers of the past,
but not often 1s there such a holocaust as on thıs occasionı.

An et, ent servlng as a glaring lnstance, whlch the nelrspq)ers lep re-
sentlng Brltlsh lnteİests, d,ecri.ed wlth crazlness aİıd. !l pervers it!,,
ııou]_d be seen ln th= rcle of the Tlİnes of Indla ef Bombay duİlng
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10.

the polltJ.cal stİ_ıggle ci the So].çur ,ıorkersı a texE_i.].e n:Lf ] cenu:e
neaı Bcmbay in May 1930.

The workİng class o.-' sholapur rose up agaİnst the gİitish Gc,reİrunent

vıhen Mahatma Gandhl was arıested on 5 May 1930 as an afterıTıath tc
h19 galt }1arch to Dardl. Agalrrst t}r ls arresğ, pİoğest d,ernons tıa:.ioıs
took place all over Indi.a. But İn Sholçur lt took a rıilitant forr.r
aııd. tlıe leadership ı.ras 1n tthe hand d tte r,,D rktng class. Theıe ueıe
violerİt clashes aıso b etlJeen the demonstİatoİs on the one hand and.

the pollce and the aİmy on the other. As a İesult, many workeİs weİe
killed and, the maİn leaders of t}ıe moveınent vıere ultlnately hanged.

9
Tines of India ln one of ti- its edit1o!:s, l.ıhtle İepo rtlı:g onthis

]

count İfn^, İde pİotest actions chose the caption: ıRiots in Indlaı and
then İeported, that ıGİave riotlng broke out on Tuesd,q1 at Delhi and
}Iovııahı. lühat rras the natuİe of thls İlotlng? The neıJ,Isp ap e! trJrote,
ı;lbout 90 men of the 1-12 Frontier Reglment have been kşt tn İeadİ-
ness at Hoııra}ı statlon. station poİters suspended, .ıı1o rk to(ıey.
Enployees of tİı e Bally şute İ,lllls dld noğ !ı İn up for woİk after the
mİd-d ay recess, and the milıs therefore clo sed for the day. ı Arıd.

t}rerı ttıe neürsrraper went on descrıJılng d.etalls of workers ı strıke in
and around calcutta. But thİs şıeaceful stİlke of the wo rkers l,ras
captloned as ıRiots in Irdlaı.

A sı:b s equent ed İt 1on of T:Lmes o f Ind İa caıne out with the caPti on:
ıAtrocities by rİotous mob at Stıolçıuı: 9oIicernen ktlledl, ı tblicernen
İr:urd,ered ard burnt: l, ısess1-ons court ard. Chovıkies set ablaz"d'. ılı

lissues o$ tn" netrsp q)eı coming out auıLg t}ı ls ti.me gave the captionU-lMob ıuleı, ı rioğous situationı |Violence by rnob t etc. to descrlbe
even the most ıegitımğte aıri peaceful dernonstıat lons of the t,p İkers
llke p lckett 5ııg 1n front of the 1iqııo r shops. GandhJ.J t ı.ıas foı
prohİbitİon arıd so there }ras plckettlng before the ll.quoİ shops.
wheı the pollce and the aİmı, flİed upon the demonstıatİng workers
aı:d, ktlled them ind iscİlİılnately, the neıı,spapdr descİlbed l,t as
ıviolence by mobı. ofcouıse, the workers u}t lİnately came lnto bloody
confll.ct with the polİce aıd the aİm!ı and pulled down Unİon .Iacks

]
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from all offlcial bulldings arıd holsted ttıe national flags instead. 
İ

rf one goes th rough Ule lepo ltlngs of the Tiınes of Tnd. 1a duılng
thls st nıggl e, one witl flid the utteı perversJ.ty and sense cf
consternatlon suffeıed by thİs ne}rş) a!, eİ at thls outbu ıst of a
masslve workfng-class stnıggle for a natlonal cause.

Tiıl attalment of İndetrıerıdence on 15 August Lg47, 7a Irıdia the
attl,tude and behav'our of the newspapers rıhlch weıe the sole instrrı-
ments of mass media bes ldes Rad 1o ıın4.oı 1ess contlnued ln the
above petteİn. But as has already been sald, the .shaİ!ıerıİ.ng of
class-struggle between capltal and labour to a ceıtajı e(tent put.
ıestraint on the nat lonaı ist neıiJsp q) eıs 1n the matteı of repoıtüıg
or slımphatizlng ı,ılth the ıabou! movenıent, s ince these papeıs weıe
contıolled malnly by the rep resentatİves of the bouıgeoisie and,
other upper stlata of rndlan soc iety ı.ıho leaınt to abhor clağs
stnıggle.

But parallel tc the rla s§-medİa owned, by the ındlan
bourgeoİ.siö and t}ı e Brltish coloniaJ.ists,. thele
apıp eared fıom the va ıy early tl ays of ıabour move-
oillcals and Deı.rq) ap ers ııh l,ch really espoused the
!ı The flıst of lts kirıi was a B engal J. ıııcnthly

paıall el streaıİ '
Eıent a set of perl
caus e of the ].Ğbou

Journal entltl ed Ehaİat slam J tbi (Irıdlan Worker) publlshed fıon
Balanagaİ near Calcutta by aı educated phllanthroplst Sashlpada
BeıeıJee. Next cane anoiher Journal entİtıed D İnabandhu (F!lend. of
the Pooı) İn ğarathi blr §arayan Meghal 1 io}tlıunday, an earJ.y oıga_nlzer of ttıe tec<t İ]. e l&ou r 1n Borrüay. fheİeafter, r"rl,th the beg1_nnlng of the pıes ent centu ry, a rıımb er of such neaaçıapers arıd 1perİodlcals, many of thern taklng uP ttı e cause of ttE ].abouİ f rcsrıa class polnt of v 1eı.ı, appeaıed. Hotebl e arrıc ng ttıeır weİe Lanc.l,!ryl K'*tİ, K1İt1-K is an, 8Eİı9a5,,,ısoc:th}İstıı§g15, rl"a ugr r,soark and some others ard, at a ıateı sEge swadrı İnat-a etc. whicüunstlntedly ralsed voice in favou r of the labour .rra-prr»ı ırı..adetailed neı^ıs of the strugg].e of the ıvorklng class.

Wo rkİnq-cl ass]zEffiş: a:
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t2.

Afteİ Tndep erdence:

Afte!attainİııentofIndiaısindşer.dencethesituationtıasbaslcally
c!ıeııged. As the Blltlsheİs J-eİt, üıtı newsP aPe rs otıned by the Bİlti-

sheısalsocheııgedhands.Theycaneunde!thecon-.-!oloft}ıelrdian
bourgeo İs ie along uİth the othe! natlonalist Engllsh and, vernaculaı

nelrsp apeİs.

Indq)endencewl.tnessed,haııdlngoverTrıdla.sgovernancetothecq)i.
tal ist-laniıloıit cornb lne of ttıe country. Irıdia took to t]e p at}ı of

capİtalist developnıerıt. The leaders of national Eı,vem ent iİurlng

lnd,eo eİıd.ence stnıggle promlsed that a].l miserİes of the ı,,o rking class

wculd be oveı after iıdq>endence, Obviously, that could not be t*ıe

case. oDplession on the 1€ rklng class reİnained ıınabated, So claas

stngg].es also nole and moıe shaşened,, i,abou r stn:ggled agalnsi
!l9hee:ş1o1tatİonoftheIndİancE)l.taıistsasııellastheforelgn
capltallsts ıglthout d lscı ininat1_on, Thus all the Inclan newap apets

contıolIed by the bou rgeoJ.s ie whettıeİ İn Engl İsh or 1n Indlan

languaEes took a hostl].e atuİude toçaıds 1abour and day ln ard day

ouu th elr siaıtec cast jgatlng tlıe labouı, The maiı burcen cf theır

Quİte obvlously, their circulatlon vJas veıİ 1tntted ar:d the totallty

ofitstoodatafractionofthetotalcirculationofothernewspapets
whether run bY the nat ional bou rgois le o! by the Blltlshers, Yet,

'.-hese peıiodlcafs and ne!,spapeıs played a hlstoİlc ro],e in popuıa-

risinç worklng-class 1deas arıd to e:q)ose t}ıe e>çloitatİve chalacter

of capİtalism wheğher İndlgenous or Britlsh,

In ttlls connect lon, tile lole played, The Vanguard, o_! _Iİ4 tej,,.I deoen-

ğ9999,ttıefirstfortnlghtlyJouınaloİtheeİnl.qreccrrrrı.ınl.stPaİty
ofTndia,vıl.ıichhadgtaltec'publicationinBerlinİn1923undert}e
editorshİ.p of M.N.Roy, needs a}sa to be specially rıent lo ned, rhe

tltle of ttı ls Journal vıas subs egıı ent ly changed to ry gıad aıir

ğhen to The vanquatd aİıd thls Joulnal fourd İts secret way İ,nto

Indla.Asthis},asaproscrİbedpublicat1.onlnInala,copİesoftlıls
Journalweİesecİeğlydistrlh:'tedlnIrıdla.ThİsJourDalopeııly
plopagated, İntens lf lcat ion of cl es s-st]:rıggıe betçeen capitaI aııd,

labourandpublished.ıetallednewsaboutlabourmovgne!ıtlnIndla.
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pıopaganda r,Jas and sğ jJ]- is that labour mov€ınent, vras aıd ls puttlng
obstecles to inaial s irıdustrl,al, gıoı.ıth anc 1t is levelıİng dcl.,n
pıoductlv!.ty. The chclus of coııdennat io n oİ the labout and all
theİr legİtlİate stnıggles enc d.enounceı-ıent cf the tİade unlons ard,

ttıeir leaders have beccne a comnbn featuıe of the mass-media of
India. .9ut i,i-ıes e ne,l.,,spa!]eİs are a]. sc fcllor;ing another tactics of
suppres j İıg the ne(Js .f the l.:bour an.J scrne tlnes tctal bJ.acklng
out of theiİ st DJggı es.

with the raF» ld expans ion of the ooverage of ttıe statg cont İolı ed
R:dic a-nd, lnt.roduction of Televlslon the net-tıo r}ı of ı,ıhlch noç
coveİs all the 1rdustrlal ceıtles oİ the countİ]r, state-insPired
tiı-ade açainst 1abouı i.s geining ncmenturn. S iıııılteııecusly, vio!.a-
ting aIl journalistic ethİcs and ınass-nıedla prİ.nclples, the Radio
aJ.€ ?elevision herıe adopted, the tact lcs of, total blackout of the
neıJJs of the ı.lo ıklı9 class st]ıtıggles, ı..üJ.ch othe§r ls e have trenerdous
netional iııEıorteıce. Discouıaging ald fals tf1ed. lepo rts about
stİikes, oİ totally omittjİg üıe naııs of the labour aİe the usuaJ.
pİac,tİce of thls ıııost poıı.eıful state-nın ınass-media in Iı:dla. There
are occesİons thai even when İive, §i:< ınl11lon or role }rorkers took
part in a nation* lde stri}ie, thls state contrclled. medla remaü ned
silent ove! it.

As agaİns'. this. the ı.ıorking-çlass nei.,s,J apeıs, periodlcals ari the
Jcuınals publ ished by different trace unic::s ila.J€ .ğ. çagğ bard battıe
ğo pİcpagate the cause o: ğhe labouı. As -Çheir toi,al ci!cu].a+-ion is
Sti1l very 1oı.ı in conparison to the tota1 clrc!ılaticn of t}e bour-
geoİs neıtspapeıs ani. in ttE face of the rniEhty antI-lro rking class
caı,o aign o: the state cont@lled mass-med ia ıth lch have assuİnec ttıe
characteİ of a nıedia-e>Qlos ionji,he ,.or]iing class of India is placecl
ln a very difficult cosition a5 far as the role oi the mass-medİa
an.J its viclous e:fect is concerıed. gut cl ass -conscİousness d the
,.,Jo rking class is İds iİıg arıd. rrore ard, more the blased and foul @le
played by the bou:geois nel{spapers anc the state contlolıed. Rad,1g
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14.

get-,-ing e:?os ed +-o t]ıern and other sectlons of the

ihe int e]. ]. igenis l-a.
and Televls lon are
toiling masses and

3. The Statesnan , May 11, i895.
4. Enqilisi.fian, 8 ADti1 1922.
5. The statesriar_, 4 F^-bnj a.qr, 1928.

6. qhe Newspaper beıterlngly called. the geneİal
3tti]<e cal1 as 'tbe p rcınis ed upsprlngsı.

7. Anİita Bazaİ Pa el rı6^An}r 5f 'l c ao

8. The statesman, 3 JarrJ ar}r 1929.

9. T files o f Incia 8 uay 19 30 .

Sukoma]. Sen is a natlonal-level tıade union activist
ln ind,ia arC a Merilb er of the Irdian Pail iaJren-,- f rcril
the ccmrunist Paİty of rncia (ııarxist). He is the
aıftho İ of several publicat 5ons and tİeatise oA labour.
the nost İnpo r',.ant aıd corrF rehens iv e o i ııhich is the
|1,;o r}::İ:o Class of I::cia, Ii istorv of Emerqence and
ı.6iffi ,ş€;I8 jo:1-97o;İ?iRTĞiE;TşşTü]-rş6-ğf 5y-
Vs.:<. F.9agchi & Cc. 286,B.B.Ganguly Streeğ,Calcutta
'loo1tz, India and South As la Rı]ı l lsiıers, ColıırüJ.a,
U.s.A.

Th e autho r ' s res iaent ia1 ad.d.res s is r
.wenue, calcutta-700075, rrdla.
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REFE.R.E_E§_js-j;j
1. Sorp rokash, 5 i{ay 1862.

2. Ibİd, 1 June, 1862-

Incigo plantatJ.on ııas forced upon t}t e peas ants
of E5st!ın Tnlla -partlcularly in Bengal and
Bihar by Bıi-.ish colonia].ists and ınarciless
cppression anil h İnhuınan c!,.leltİes were Peİpe-
ti ated upon the şeasents ııho ıeİused tc cultl-
vate lndlgo oı ııace a.!a söİt of prot.est. Agains'.
th ls ind lgo caıltivating peasants 1ed a btg
revolt against the Blittsh oçrneİs oi lndlgo
cıılt ivation aıound 1859-60.

10. Ibid, 10 May 1930.
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