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Dean Fniends,

On SePtember 2nd 1986 in the evening, duning the 22 Linz Intenna-
tional confenence of working movement historians, a meeting, pro-
moted bY Bnodolini Foundation of Milan, was held between the de_
1egates of sevenal institutes concenned with the intennationa1
Pnoject of MaY Day histony. The discussion was chiefly focused
on two initiatives proposed by Bnodolini Foundation: the compiling
of national bibliognaphies on May Day history in each countnyand
a"nepnint' of the May Day beginning.

The bib1 iognaph y

This wonk has a nationa1 natune and the institutes, on gnoups of
institutes for a given countny concenned with it, wi1l settle au_
tonomouslY its cnitenia and dimensions: chronologıca1 1imits, ma_
terials taken into account ( bookletsı peniodicals, publications
strictlY dealing with May Day iconognaphic and photognaphic mateni_
&1, a.s.o. ), f iling cnitenia, a.s.o. Intennationaı co].]abonation
spinit in this field should essentially expness thnough the ex-
change ot infonmation on diffenent initiatives foreseen or a]_
neady carnied out, news issues, statements, pnojects a.s.o.; it
can take place 1n "ivlay Day Bulletin'' edited by Bnodolini Foun-
dation (a wide information has alneady appeaned in Bulletin No.-1

2Ol22 Milano
Via F. Davcrit,. 7

ıel. O2/5464056
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concerning the bibliognaphy cannied out in Italy; thosewho dont
own this numben may ask fon it to Bnodolini Foundation). Duning
the meeting it was emphasized the oppontunity to establish their
belongin9 to a pnoject of intennationa1 bibliography on May Day
at the issue of the diffenent bibliographic wonks,with a common

title in 1atin or in the nationa1 language.

The "nepnint"
Basin9 on the discussion made duning the meeting, the kind of
the foneseen wonk was established mone cleanly, as negands the
PnoPosal fnamed in Bulletin No.1ı as a documentany, illustrated
volume on the beginning of May Day; on this point of wiew the
initia1 definition of "neprint" does'nt seem entinely suitable.
From the discussion, held duning the meeting, it's possible to
come to some common conclusions and to the consequent openative
proposals of Brodo1 in i Foundat ion.
a) Book stnuctune
The volume, PP€senting in a11 its sections a choice of fonmen
time documents supponted by captions and intnoduction, should
nesult as forlows:
- an intnoductony section concenning May Day genesis (about 30
pages),(pnecedents of the eight-houn wonk day fight, chicago
events, neactions they caused in Eunope, p€solution of panis
Congness of the Second rnternational).

a centna1 section (450-5OO pages) includin9 the documentation
concenning finst May Day demonstnations of european wonking
moVement subdivided into nationa1 sections acconding to the pne-
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sent poIitical geognaphy of Eunope. On this punpose we wi11 take

into account the finst two yeans of demonstnations, fon the ma-

jonity of eunopean countnies placed in 1B90 and 189'1 , while foı,

some othens in 1B93 and 1B94.

a supplement (about 40 pages) including an outline of the

finst May Day celebnations 1n the whole wonld and nepnoduction

of images documenting the wonld-wide spread of demonstnations.

Centna1 part, d€voted to Eunope and divided into national
sectlons, fulfils the main scientifc aim of the book. It gives

a documentation, whose spatial and temponal 1imits ane cleanly
defınited, dealing with a detenminate and significant phase of

wonking movement history, coinciding with the beginning of the

Second Intennational. Thenefone it is a documentation concenning

both extent and taking roots of wonking movement, as a working

mass fnamed movement in a we1l-defined histonical moment, and

1imits and diffenences existing in this taking noots. Image and

cartognaphy of a weIl-defined peniod of socialism wil1 nesult
from the centnal section. On the othen hand intnoductony part

as well as supplement wi11 outline univensal natune and counses

of ideas and influences transmission, at intennational 1eve1,

always pnesent in the whole May Day histony.
b) volume edition and kinds of nepnoduced matenials

This volume is an intennationa1 col1ective wonk. Brodolini Foun-

dation undertakes the who]_e volume edition (making-up, checks

aiming to avoid repetitions if ony, a.s.o. ) and pninting. Insti-
tutes on individual scholans supporting this initiative in the

ı
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diffenent countnıes are quite nesponsible for thein own nationa1
sections fon choice of matenials to nepnoduce as we1]. as fon

intnoduction wniting of the section and the captions accompanying

each image.

Repnoduced materials may be of different kinds: fnont pages on

anticles of the wonking movement pness, 9€nenica1 politica1 pness,

anchiva1 documentation on the demonstration course (cinculans,
neponts, a.s.o. ) panticularly impontant items or ıtem summanies

of this Day in diffenent places, songs, po€tnies, a.s.o., edited
on May Day, posters or leaflets, illustnations published in

newspapers and photos concenning the demonstrations course;

ditfenent kinds of matenials pnoduced fon May Day (pictune post-

cands, medals, badges, clocks a. s. o. ) .

As fon the volume intnoductony part and supplement, Bnodolini
Foundation will undentake the task of col1ecting matenia]s,and
of thein pnesentation, by consulting the institutes it can

contact in the diffenent continents, nelying on the collabonation
of the institutes concenned with the pnoject, on thein advices
and suggestions and on the matenial finding.
Befone giving the go-ahead to the volume a meeting wi11 beheld,
open to a]1 institutes and scholars who contributed tothe wonk.

Duning this meeting it wi11 be possible to examine the wholeof
the volume (texts and repnoduced materials) and to tackle ir-
nesolute problems.

c) Dimensions and outlines of nationa1 sections
At most 20 pages are foneseen fon each national section and

they may incIude a written intnoduction of about 3 pages as

FON ı)-1ll( )\l..
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we11 as photognaphic repnoduction and captions. Taking into ac-

count that the UNIfonmat(21cm x 29,7) is the one foneseen fon

the volume and that some neproductions wi11 take a whole pa9e

to ascentain its legibility (for instance the nepnoduction of
a whole newspapen page on of a nOthen wide anticle) wemay foneseen

for each section an avenage of 25 photognaphic nepı,oductions of
the diffenent matenials.
It is essentia1 to fo11ow a common outline, including data and

we1l-defined infonmation on a senies of items, fon the choice
of diffenent matenials as we11 as fon introduction wniting, so

that the diffenent nationa1 sections, composing the wonking

movement condition in each countny, may be, at the same time,
homogenous.

The items ane as follows:
- organizations (politica1, unionist, a.s.o. ) which undentake

demonstnations initiative, drffenent ideoligica1 tnends,contnasts
on the nature and the aims of demonstnation.

- counse of the most significant demonstnations in each countny
(pnocessions, public meetings, secnet meetings, tnips into the

country), places (cities, pegions, 3.s.o. ), demonstrations
numben and numben of people attending them, data on theinsocia1
composİtİon, oh the pnesence of women and childnenrdelegations
to the Authorities, if &ny, on significant facton of pnocession

way: incidents, anrests, cnimina1 proceedings ensuing fnom them,

if &hJ, panticularty impontant preventive measunes, commanding

c].asses on public opinion reactions;
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- demonstnations image, matenials, ornaments and behaviourswhich
manked them: fJ.ags, bands, floats, Songs, flowens, badges, post-
cands a. S. o.

- other eventuaI panticulanities ot' May Day demonstnations in the
different countnies expnessing thein connection with the pnevious

PoPulan tnaditions, F€lationship between the wonking movement

and the whole of society, geognaphic ald ctimatic conditions a.s
As to the afonesaid items it is obviously necessany to make a

clean-cut distinction between the two yeans taken into account
on the inside of each section.
Captions sideways on different nepnoductions must include es-
sential data on each piece which was presented: title and de-
scniption of the object taken ınto account, nepnoduction source,
extnemely synthetic additiona]. notes, if ?hy, aımin9 to necon-
struct dimensions, climate and issue of demonstnations..
Fon the pneparation of the different nationa1 sections, and

menely by way of exemple, we send you, under sepanate coven,
the pneliminary choices fon the italian section.
At 1east we must take into account the possibility of some ex-
ception concerning the subdivision by national sections. Fon

instance the existence of a common wonking gnoup fon May Day

histony between the institutes of Scandinavian countries must

induce the concenned institutes to prefen a pnepanation of a

common Scandinavian section on the inside of' the volume, whose

number of pages sha11 be pnopontionate to'the numbenof inten.
ested countn ies.
d) Technica1 advices on mateniaIs nepnoduction

t,()\I)-\Zl()\}
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The diffenent materials have to be nepnoduced in photocofoun
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(1Ox12 size ) on diapositive if the onigina1 one is co]ouı^ed

(paintings, drawings, il]ustnations, postcaı^ds).

Otheı^ materials (newspapeı^s pages, aı^tic]es, postens) have to

be nepr^oduced by ba].ck-and-white photographj,es on g]ossy paper

(1Bx24 size ) on, for minon matenia]s (postcards, coins, 1eftlets,

a.s.o.) 1Ox12 size.
Anyway fon the ı,epnoduction pnofessiona1 cnitenia ane stnictly

necommendab]_e: no second-hand mateı^ia]s got f ı^om illustı^ated

texts oı^ cata]o9ues, only oı^igina] one.

According with the pnevious indications each pnoduction must be

pnoVided with captions; please thenetone send uS the photognaphic

nepnoduction and theiı^ captions with the same pnognessive numben.

(we are awane that some indications may seem schematic aS we11

as pedantic, but we ane sune you wi11 undeı^stand our editoı^ia]

need of homogeneity).
e ) Accomp]ishment terms

According to the nemanks stated dunıng Linz meeting, july 19a7

wil1 be the tast tenm fon texts and reproductions sending to

Bnodolini Foundation ot Milan. Acconding to this term it wi11

be possible to convene a definitive meeting, open to al1 the

col1abonatons, duning autumn 1987, to start the volume printing.
pub]_ication and distribution are thenefone foneseen fon the

first semesten of 1988.

f ) Reseanc h and nepı,oduct ion costs of mater ia]s and pr^intinq

Bnodo]inr Foundation undertakes editing and pninting costs of

volume and foresees an intennationa1 edition, in English, of

five thousend copies. In this connection a11 the co1]_abonatons

aı^e kindly nequested to send to Bnodo}ini Foundation an English
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vens].on of tııein texts, introductions and captions. As fon the
neseanch and nepnoduction costs of materials of the diffenent
nationa1 sections, they wi11 be chaı"ged to the account of the
institutes nesponsible fon each section. As fon the individua1
reasenchens onlyı F€ponting thein impossibility to nely on an
institute on univensity faculty, it may be possible to agnee on
a nembounsement of nesearch and photognaphic nepnoduction costs.
Fon the English international edition of the volume (5oo-600

Pages with black-and-white on co].ouned photographic nepnoductions)
unit cost was estimated at 13.ooo 14.ooo Italian Linas a copy;
thenefone the diffenent institutes ane kindly requested to 1et
us know, ?s soon as possible, how many copies they intend to
book acconding to the afonesaid unit cost plus shipping changes.
It is pointless to undenline that it is absolutely necessany
to have a centain number of booked copies as to necupenate the
pantia1 pı"oductron costs of the volume.
Taking into account the pnoposa1 fonwanded dunin9 Linz meeting,
we estimated an additional cost for eventua1 national edition
(fon instance in spanish on Genman) fon the institutes which
may undertake its expenses.
We must 1ook into two hypotesis:
1) If this nationa1 edition too should be pninted in Milan the
additiona1 cost charged to the account cıf the concenned institute
shouıd be estimated at 5 ooo ooo Italian Linas for the foreign
1anguage type-setting and nedaction expenses plus the text
plaques remaking aS we11 aS the cost of tnanslation fnomEnglish
into nationa1 1anguage, shipping of the national edition copies,
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ilarburg, 30 10 '86

Andrea Panacclone
Fondazione Giacono Brodolini
Via F. Daverio, 7
2Ol22 }lilano
Italien

Dear Friend,

I ııas anxious as to the outcome of the discussion on the approach tothe üaY DaY Project and the correaponding content of the planned inter-nationa1 collective publİcation. The conversations that I hait with Eıomecolleagues following the 12th Septenber meeting on thls issue, had given
!h" hoPe that a colnJnon understanalng could, be İeached between the non-European and European viewpoints.

In Your }etter dated 6. Octoberı Vou state your flnal proposal, which,as far as I understand, does not dlffer froın trıe very first one and atthe sane time You call for different proposals to be connunicated viathe MaY DaY Bulletİn. Below I sunnariİe ny proposal, which I believeconveYs the standPoint of gome other colreagues rrorn the so called'lThird World countries" in particular and n6n-European countries ingenera}, in the forn of a note for your inforınation. If you fina İ'neaningful, you can use this note for the benefit of further discussions.
The İdea underlYing this proposa] is that the significance of the 1stof lılaY and the unitY of the İtruggle of the workİrg "r""u of al1 countriesare one and the gane. r aın aware that further dlscussıond o" İirı" subjectare onlY meaningfu1, and the attendant inte}lectual and material ,ıburd.eng,ıjustifiable, if and onlY if this identity continues to be an indisp"rr"_able component of our coneeption of t{ay bay.

",(') I"V DaY which has originated outside of Europe, and for decadeshas become the banner of ııorking nasses outside of'Europe at ]eastas nuch as tn.Europe, should be dealt with on a world,-ııide scale.One şhou]-d not ınsısi on maintaining a certain homogeneity, by in-Posing geograPhİcal or chronologıcal boundaries, wnJn trıe- very ,rrtr."of the subject natter conflicts with such a honogeneity.
(Z) It is understandable that the most easily realizable part of thePro.'ject İs that r9lating to Europe, since most of the institutionsParticiPating in !h" pro;ect are- fİon Eurcpe tiremselves and sincethe scientific and technıca] problems are easier to so]_ve withinthese_geograPhical boundaries. Nevertheless, it should not be over_looked that the section on Europe, however inportant it nay be, cannot but a Part of the whole project and publıÖation. A tısupplenent,,
on }laY DaY in colintries outsİde-of Europİ, falls short of making upfor this crucia]- lack.

3l This shortcoıning can only be met, under exısting conditions, witha second volume, while the first incorparates the ı.İı.tı.ar proposalof the Brodolİni Foundation. If the fırst May oay aeınonstrations in
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different countries are arranged in chronologica1 order with no
upper linit set on the year of celebration, this would nean, natural-
ly, that the first volune would cover predoninantly European count-
ries.
(+) In order to include in the second volune aa nıany different count-ries as possible it night be useful to get in touch with relevant
organizatons 1n the respective countries and,/ot to rnake a division
of work between the institııtes already taking part in the project.
It i.s my belief that, if thls part of the project is accorded due
inportance, the poo}ed huınan and financia] resourcea of theae insti-
tutes w111 be qui.te sufficient to prepare an adequate sulnnary for
each of the greater part of the renaining countries.
(İ) Such a publication would constltute a concrete example of noving
away from the oft nentioned Euro-centrisn in working cJ-ass historio-
graphy. I believe that lst of üay iş the nost convenient subject for
such a step. üoreover, the resulting publication would be a 1ot Eıore
attractive comrıercially than just another reworking of wel1 known
rnaterial, iD as much as it brings to light new information. In this
Way, the Brodolini Foundation will have the distinction of having
coordinated an extremely valuable contribution to the internationaI
history of the ].st of }lay."

Hoping to hear yoüı

rea pe c t ively s,

?

Orhan SİL
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