





-3 a
arms an’ staging revolt in the Indian ermy failed because of the 3pitish pre-

cautionery me&-urea.

Sut those militant nationalists who lived in Fngland, France and other countries
of the allied camp fled to Germany ani tried to help their Indian Comrades by
rucning a ceaseless campaign againat the imperialist character of the allied
powers. This group declared themselves as the European Central Committee of
Indian nationalists and submitted a memorandum to the Dutch-Scandinavian

Cozmittes of the Second I,ternational in November 1917.

The Dutch-Seandinavian Committee was formed to sponsor a peace proposal among
belligerant countries of Europe. Unfortunately the Committee could not function
Adue to its dubious sponsorship. In the last/ phase of the first world war the
German Covernment, thrcugh the social-democrats of Germany who voted for the war
credit, tried to mobilise social democrats of the belligerent and neutral
countries to organise a peace conferemce from whence they wuld try to manage
f;vou.rabl- peace terms. I, the second half of April 1917 the Danish Social
Pemocrat Borgbjerg, who was comnected with the social-chauvinists of Cermany,
came to Petrograd and on behalf of the Umited Coamittee of the labour parties of
Denmark, _ngwv and Swéden proposed that Socialist parties of Russia shoul3 tske
part in a pefce conference to be called at Stockholm in May, 1917. On April 23
(May 6) Borpbjerg gave a report at a sitting of the executive committee of the
Petrograd Soviet frankly declaring that the German Covernment would agrees to the
peace terms pwi fexwewd the Cerman social democrats would put forward at the
socialist peace conference. But Lenin analysing the peace terms put forward by
Borgbjerg ‘and the refusal of the anglo-French social chauvinists to participate
in the conference came to the eonclusiqn that the whole affair was the product
of Cerman deplomacy and Borgbjerg was a Cerman agent. Uytimately the confarence
could mot be held Aue to lack of participants.(T) :

To the Europem Central Committee of Indian nationeliats thn- peace proposals
formulated by the Dutch-Scandinavia Comnittee seemed utterly dishonest and
imperialistice Pirstly, these proposals incorporated a.demand of 'cease-firet

80 that the question of liberation of Asia and Africe might be kept in cold
sterage. Secondly, by 'mankind® they understood men of Surope only - and men of
christian faith = like Irish, Armenian, Sorbia:n etc. and not countries like

India and Egypte Pointing to Inia as the root cause of the wars - the memo of the
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In'ian pationalists in ZTurope stated that the root cause of %he wars Auring the
last 100 years was the possession of India by the British. Baxt Lord Curzon, once
Viceroy of India, had mentioned that all British annexations in Africa and Asia
have been made to ensure Gritains Iniian possessions. Curzon underlined the central
geographical positicn of India in relation to Africa am Asia, her growing popu=
lation, her commercial resources, her reserve of military power. Ip fact, no
country has been so often the cause of international conflicts like Indime (British-
French, British-Dutch, Bx'itisb-Portugmsa, British-Huslim conflicts). Because of
the possession of India, the soverign rights of Persia ani Afganistan have not been
reapecteds Siam, i‘leptl and Tibet have been brought down to impotence, Burma reck=-
lessly annexed, China = & victim of mypiwm opium war, Egypt oocupieds The Dutch=

_Scandinavian peace proposals also avoided the question of Algeria, Tunisia,

Morroco, Lybla, Indo-China, Philipines and Java. The Buropean Central Committee

‘of the Indian nationalists concluded that no lasting peace would be possible

without giving full freedom to the countries meotioned above or in other words
lasting peace can be achieved by bringing an end to colonialisa (8). It is very
o gnificant that without any comtact with the left socialists of the Second
Internaticnsl, the Iadian nationalists in Eurcpe came very close to their views.
What is also important 1s th&. similar propa&mﬂn was also done in Intia - not
by a professional politician and his foblowers but by Ipdia's great poet
RabinAranath Tagore = a Nobel laureats and his friend Ramananda Chatterjee

(1865 - 1943) who edited the joumal‘uoaam Review'from 1907 to his deathe
Tagore began to write about the nature of capilalist development; hpsrlnliam
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an? its predatory activities even before the end of the 19th century.

In this connection it should be kept in view that the soclo-economic situation
of In‘ia being much less developed than that of Burope (the working class 4id
not form even om'parcent of 303 million pecple in 1911) (9) Indian perception
of the questions relating to war an-l peace could not develop from the same base.
The debates that were carried on since the birth of the First.International

to the Basbe Congress of the 3econd Internmational had hardly any e ——
on the thinking process of Indian leaders of public opinion. Firstly these
debates centred on the role of proletariats organised in socleties dcalihg in
prohlems uhicﬁ confronted them with the anplaye'rs forming tha base of the ruling
clacses of in‘ividusl countries. Duye to this confrontation a new consclousness

Aeveloped amongst workers about the mis-doings of the ruling class in its

intarnal as well as external relations. Thus in 1866 at the out break of +ha -ar
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between Prus-~ia and Austria the gereral council of the Pirst I ternational eould
depounce the war as a quarrel between two despots with aneither of whosm the pro-
letariat could have any sympathy andithe Auty of the working class was to achiave
its oun emancipation by overthrowing the Adespots in a single blow. In the lausanne
Congress of lit International the resolutica pointed out that the burden of the
var 13 also to be borms by the working class and being deprived of the meana of
subsistence they are compelled to shed one another's bloo?s So to banish the war
a8 & social phenomenon - a classless soclety 1s to be egtablished. In 1868 the
Brussels Congress of First International = called upon workers to cease work in
case the war breaks out in their respective countries. The varicus Gongress}of M/
the Second International Alscussed the question of war and peace and aceepted
resolutions asking socialist _delegﬂtea of the parliaments to vote against war
eredits and for Jisarmament. Its Paris Congress fn 1900 accepted a resolution

moved by Rosa Luxemburg against militarism and eolonialism.

" By the time of the Stuttgart/Congress of Bhe Second Imternaticmal in 1907 tbe
menance of the first world war was looaming large on the horizon. The Congraas
received four drafts of ruoluf.ion on wars A sub-coomittes with Lerin and Rosa
Lyxemburg proposed/l new draft out of these four drafts which was carried -
unanimously. The Congress c:fA Copen-hagen and Basle confirmed this resolution.

It set down that the task and duty of all socialist parties in the event of the
our-break of the war were to fight to bring it to an end and to exert all their
efforts to utilise the mxkwkm crises brought sbout by the war in order to arcuse
the masses of the psople for the over-throw of capitalism (10).

But when the war broke out in 1914 the majority of the European delegates who
attended these Congresses sided with their native bourgeoisie in the name of
national deféence.

In“ians who attended the Congres=es of the Second Internatiornal wers Dadabhoi
Neoroji/(Jastredan - 1904), Matam Cams nd S.R, Rana (Stuttgart - 1907), V,7.5
Iyer and Syamaji Erishna Varma (Zopenhagen 1910) (11). Dadabhoi ves a vary
Adistingui shed leadar of thé INC.which was then representing the.rising bourgeoisie
of Indla and had no mass following. The others were representing a tiny group

of left nﬁ:ionaliats who kept contact with the militant nationalists of Inia
working secretly to overthrow the Bpitish rule by violent means and vith the help of
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the foreign powers inimical to the 3ritish. None of them had any contact with
workers and peasants of India and there xano organised movements of them who
formed the vast majority of India's population. They were thers to find allias
for Indfa's liberation. It i3, therefors, no wonder that the tiny group of
Engiish educated and politically conscicus men of India Aid degiwe anything oo+ ve
out of the debates on war ani peace carried inside the 3ocialist circles of
Europas Ipdian opinion on the question of war mud peace during 1914=1918 veeread
round the conception of imperiali-m as understood by the pationalist cirglea and
moral-ethical arguments weres used to explain away the issues which led to tha

out break of the first world war.

The sub-marine warfare by Tefmany (the Nerman submarine Emdsn bombed Hadras for
half an hour) intarfered with the movements of ships owned and eontrolled by the
Eriticshe Many British business men and army people returnsd to Englwd to help
the war efforts of British 13]?( At one tim'tha nuaber of Zritish scldiar{s;iz)l the
Indian arwy came down to 15,000 only, Bacause of the very linited export of raw
Jjute, oil seeds, leather and hide = peasants and small buainess men o.t’ India
suffered (13) whereas the owners of the Iadian c_oaton H4lls ani Indian steel and
Iron merchants gained much from the war situations llthﬂ.mgh common people suffered
by the rise of prices of manufactursd goeds and food. The intensified exploitation
of the industrial workers expressed itself mainly in speed-up (14).

But-wardly there was no movement against the British war efforts in India and the
handful of the militant nationalists of India who attempted %o over-throw the
British rule by orgamising insurgency in the nr:} were mostly arrested and kept in
detenticn in various jails without trial. For this purpose many repressive rules

an? snactments wers promulgated by the British Indian foverment.

Under the circumstances xm to run any continuous caapaign against war as imperial
vag an extremely rialq Job. But the poet Tagors and his close assoclate Bamananda
Chatterjee, the editor of a periovical "™Modern Review'(hence forth would be
referred as MR) d4id take the riik in their own way - the former through inmmerable
articles and lectures and the lat't.ar through his periodical MR in which articles
from Buropean and American sources wers printed discussing the question of war and
peace Auring the entlre period of the first world war. At least sixteen years before
the firat world war the poet Tagore addresseq a meeting in Calcutta organised to
pProtest against the promulgetion of repressive Press Act by the then British Indian

Sevursswikf Covernment from a written text entitled 'Kanta Rodh' (gesging) in
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which he ‘statad:‘ I am neither a revolutionary nor a hero and perhaps not a fool
either’ Apd he warned the foreign rulers of the consequences that mizht follow
because of this Act. Citing the example of the method adopted by the mutineous
soldiers of 1857 to pass information from one area to another by hard made
breads he declared that if genuine grisvances of Indian peopls are not allowed
to be oipressed through a Free Press = all sorts of rumours would create similar
situations . I, another article entitled 'Imperialism’ written in 1905 - he
exposed the crusl and presdatory character of imperialism with reference to
Caarist Russia and England. Ip fact in most of the articles written between the
last Adacades of the 19th century and the first decade of the 20th century Tgore
.exposad the British rule in India and asked his compatriots to unite keeping in
view the diverse ethnic, religious and social divisions. Self help and aun-tlinod

social and political work through village associations wers themes of his articles.

The day after the out break of the first world war = he spoke befors the irmates
of his Santiniketan (The abode of peace - which later took the shape of an Univer-
sity named Blswa 3harati (world in India) to the effect that the war was g ritri-
bution vid ting sinful soclety. Fe called belligerence of both the groups (allied
and central powers) 'ﬁorld-sin' (Biswva~pap) to be atoned by world as a whole. Ip
an article eaptioned Laralermul (The origin of the wuiurj.ttgn in December 1914
he stated that in the feast of plundering the world markets Gernany came very late
to find that there was no seat reserved for her in the table. So she decided to grab
vhatsver was left over on the plea that might 1s right. And the origin of this
theory 4id not lie in the brain cells of the lsarned men of Germamy- but could be
foun? in the history ct- modern Buropes s I have pointad out that in his Easays
written between 1880 to 1910 he noted frcm his perscnal experience how Irish
members of the Aritish parliament fared badly at the hands of the British members,
how Britain forced China to consume opium on tha pretext of tuda » how Balgium
opprassed People of Congo and. the ruthless oppression of Negros in America. In the
period betwsen 1901 = 1913 Tagors became chronmicler and commentator on the growing
tensit;n amongst imperialist powers of Europe basing themselves on two slogans such
as 'light_ is right' and 'my country right or wrong'. Before he elaborated his
thesis 'the Cult of Nationalism! in his celebrated lectures in Japan anp? USA by

1915-1916, his close associate Chatterjee printed significant quotations from
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Tolatoy, Xarl Licbkracht and Zmmomm Polland who cnatigated national chauvinism in
strongest terms. Tolatoy and Romain 1land were well known to educated Indians.

Karl Liesbkricat and Marx perhaps for the first time got some publicity in India

through the artlcles of Modern Feviews

Peronally Tagera 217 not take sires in the first world war althouch M R had to write
for allied Victory posd bly in order to avoid repressive press laws. Mrs, Apnle
Besant's journal which was propagating the demand for !Home rule’ (under the British
empire), was suppressed . Even then M R published in its Dacember number 1914 a report
of a peace meeting in England adfressed by one Mrs. Pearson %o the Lancashire women's xx!
guil® of Christisn service. The speaker aaked;:ao;- many who are now fighting against
us, has as little to Ao with the sauses of the war, as we had and entered into it as
up-willingly. Por there has been an encouraging thing about this war that I suppose -
there never was a war ir.t_.o which the people of /those countriaes angaga»‘.,. ‘entered with
so 1ittle passion and so up~willingly. That 15 surely an indication that the causes o
' peace ia making progress. In the 15th Hay 1915 issue of MR reprinted an articls
written by one Mr. Gardiner and published im the London Paily news and leader. The
writer declared in tizis article that Earl Liebkricht was the brave;t man of Europe
and the un-crowne? King of Potsdam ‘because he refused to vote for the war credit
in the German Diet. Narrating the hercic story of his father late William I.iebknecﬁt
vho with Bebel courted imprisonment in order to fight the German aggression the
writer decided that Karl had surpassed his father in his revolutionary activitdes.
Mr. Gardinar quoted the concluting portion of Earl's speech in the German Dict which,
according to him was the most important indictment in history: "Under protest against
the var, against t.hqse who are responsible for 1%; against the capitalist purposes for
which it is being waged, against the plan of annexations; against the violation ofz
nutrality of Belgium and Lumemburg®.
Poet Tagore perhaps derived tremendous enthusiasm from Count Tolstoy's article
tPatrictism and Govte! re—printed in May 1914 issue of MR as followss

"Partiotism in our times is an unnatural sentizent, unreasonaile, dangsrous

causing a great part of those misfortunes from which humanity is suffering

and that ‘therefore, this sentiment ought not to be instilled by education

as a now done; but on the contrary ought to be crushed and destroyed by all

means urder control of' sensible pesople. Patriotism and its result war, gives a

great incoms %o the newspapers and a benefit to the majority of merchants.

Byery writar, tescher and profeansor, the zore Aeairous he i3 to make sure 3
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3L i3 position, %iw more he will preach patriotism. All nations of
the 30 called christian world are led by patriotism to such beastiality,
that not only @o those people which are unavoi“able in a position %o
kill or be killed, Aesire and enjoy slaughter but also people living at
peace in their own homes in Turope and America at every uu-j thanks to
Q‘uick and easy communication by the Press take the posi tion of the
spactators at the Roman circuse and as such, take pleam re in slaughter
and blood thirsty Cry, "Finish him® Nt only adults but clean bright
children, acoording to their nationality, take pleasure in learning
these have been killed and torn with hldu\bu.}lets not 700 «~ but a
thousand. It is a dangerous santiment, because it aéstroys the useful
and delightfully peaceful relations of one nmation to another and 1t
specially brings about the military organisation of the Soversment by
ﬁams of which authority can and does always aclcc'plish its worst.
It is a shameful sentiment because it turns .the nnn not simply into a
slﬁa but into a fighting cock, a bull'a glatlator who su-:rifies his
Power and life not for his own aims but for those of his own Government.
It 1s an inmoral sentiment because instead of recognising himself as
child of God as our christianity teaches®,

Now adde? to this indictment against patriotism was Romain Rollandts famous _nppel.l
which vas fully published in the February 1915 issue of MR« The editer prefaced

the text of the appeal by stating that "Romain Rolland, the greatest thinker ﬁongst
the French thus showed us that sven to-day it 1s possible to bes both an ardent

patriot and at the same time & faithful citiszen of what he calls ' a new city of Godat

While blaming every boiy, particmlarly the church and the labour parties for the
war, Rolland said: the two moral forc;s whoee weakness this contagious was shows up
most clearly are christianity and socialism. These rival spostles cf pelieiod and :
secular iutomﬂomlim have suddenly developed into the most ardent nationalists.
Rolland went on to Adeclare that imperialism must be destroyed if the war is to be
abolished. For "every nationto a greater or les-er extent has an imperialisa of

her own. Whethar it be military, financial, feudal, republican, social er
sntelfdgtual, 1t 4s alvays the Octopus sucking the best bbood of Europes.®

MR informe? its readers about the debates going on in Burope and America between the
war party and the peace party. A left nationalist leader of Iniia Lala Lajpat Roy

wrote & long article in which he referred to two bocks - one namely 'Gsrmany and
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the Next Yar' by General kx Von Bernhardy published in Octobter 1911 and the
other named 'Cermany and England' by Profassor Cramb. Professor Sramb ad’ressed
the studentas of the Cambridgze University in February 1913 on the basis of thisl
books According to Roy General Von Bernhardi believed that the war is a
biclogical necesaity while Professor Cramb asmitted that all Epglandts war for
the past 500 years have been fought for empire. ™he empire which has ceased
to atvance, has begun to recede and therefore to decline”. Poet Tagore's close
relative Ajit Chakraborty took part in this Adebata and pointed cut that the
application of Charles Darwin®s natural selection theory to ethias by Huxley
an? Herbert Spencer has provided the philosophical basis for tha war mongers.
That theory p'roclnmed savagely, shamelessly and tuximm insanely that the weak
must perish. It tries to establish the right of might and the morality of selfish-
ness. Referring to Prince Kroptkints book *Mutual A1df Ghakraborty concluted
that egoiem ani altrulsm work hand in hand in the progress of evolutions which
Darvin, Huxley and Herbert Spencer failed to see. Ajit Chakraborty also accused
Nistzache who, according: to Mr. Ghnh'lbo.rty was profoundly influenced by the
17ea of natural selection and of the survival of the fittest.

But there was another ;ont.ributar who defan;!ed Nietzaches Firat, Nietzsche was
a Pole = not a German. Secondlyy his systam of thought is that might is nearly
always wrong, the great struggle. of 1ibe 1is nlwgy!! of right against uigk;t, of
enlightenment against prejutices, of knovledge against ignorance, of the mirority
against the mjorii;,r. of the few who think against thn‘ hordes who do not think -
the warfare which he believed in, was 1nr!i.v1¢iu.nl warfare, warfare of independence

to free individual from the bondage of tyrany of the state and society.

Disputing Britains arguments against Germany another contributor wrote in the
March 1913 i-cus of MR: The presant holoesust of blood in Europe is only a monu~
mental outburst of the ‘military and predatory splrit vhich was long charactarised
Western civilisations ’
Every 1ssue of MR contained Tagorefs DBengall poems and prose uritingg in English.
And Tagore's Japan ani iAmerican tours were being reported month after month.
Therefore 4t would not be wrong to assume that he was fully briefed about the
first world war before he launched his attack on national chauvinism captioned
Nationalism.

.n---:ll
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He was in America in the last gquarter of 1915 - addressing people in Aifferant
citiss of UsS,Ae He told them that his understanding of the Fmwopean concept of
"Nation is one of organised gregariousness of gluttory, that is, it 13 .a political
and commercial machine - inhuman and without soul. The Wnst lives in‘an atmosphere
of fear, greed and panic ~“us to the preying of one nation upon another for mutual
wealth. Its civilisation is carnivorous and cannibolistic feedifig upon the .
blooA of weaker nations. Its one wish is to trade on the feableness of the
rest of the world, like some insecfs that are bred in ths paralysed flesh of
victims kept just enough alive to make them toothsome and fu{ftiws. For this~¥ri /

 his Nation has had and still has its richest pasture $ Asia and Creat Chinae

Asrerting that min is a social animal in a moral world and human civilisation

has progressed fue to constant adjustments and co=opsration he decried the

theory of the surrival of the fittest. Attacking the process of the growth of
nation { state in Europe based on indistrialisation and capitalist method of
dehumand sing workers, bureaucragy and the centralised state apparatus he declareds:
"the suspicion of man for man stings all the linmbs of this civilisstion 1like

the hairf of the nettls. Each countfyis Gasting 1ts net of espionare into the
sliny bottom of the othery fishing foritheir secrets, the treacherous secrets
which breed in the oosy depths of deplomacy. And what is their secret service but
the nation's underground trade in kidnapping, murder mﬁ treachery and all the
ugly crimes bred in the Aepth of rottenness, Because each nation has it own
history of imﬁing and lies and therefore these can only flourish international
suspicicn and jealous;r'-. Tagors characterised the first world war as the war of
retribution - a fatality visiting a Europe rolling in national pride and imperial
- greed. Tagore's dencunciation of the Nation f States of Europe was the work of
pacifist and of an intermationalist which idea, as explained by Romain Rolland
was rejected both by the christian church and socialism of the second International.

178 .
The Detroit Mich Free Press commented on his speech made on November 12, 1916
"\ Profound message with masculine force he stripped modern civilisation until
it =tood naked and grotesque before the shocked mental visions What an indictment
of the pretensions of the British Government! What an arraigmment of nations and
powera'The Rousseaus, the Je’forsons, The Karl Marxes, the Bryces ani the
Wilsons seem superficial in the presence of this swarthy analyst. The great
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corpulent bodles of modern commercialism, the boilers and engines of modern
nations ani the proﬁ.\be:'ant Prosperity of the Western would = all are soull@ésa
structures bullt up of grawed bones of the weak whose ignorance is capitalised.
With the single exception of B;trand Russel we do not know of a second Bngliahman
of fame who has Aisparaged nationalism on similar grounds and Russelfs indict-
ments are much later than Tngur!'ﬁ-i :

But Tagore sald that he had met in the west 'men who had a vision of a world
soclety and amongst them he mentioned Bertrand Russel who was’'a consclentious
objector Auring the First World War an? was imprisoned for his opposition to wars
Mr. Fussel had used Tagors's poem fwhere the mind is without fear! aSkhe motto
of his pamphlet *the philosophy of Pacifism' issued by the League of Peace and
Freedoa from Lonion in Jyly, 1915, Tagors wanted to present his book 'Nationalism!
which contained his lectures delivered in U.S,A. Japan 'and India to the American
Presifent Woodrow Wilson = but the Bpitish ambassador to Washington had told the
White H;use not to accept the book because the poet, according to the British
Government was involved in anti-British ;ilt:i Plotsl The poet Aid not fare uell
to his countrymen as wll - perh.lpa becl.nso in order to carry his campaign against
the capitalist civilisntion and Buropean war - he gzave a good certificate to the
Government of India although he 1imuul:tiii; vehenently cxpéa;d the mis-ddings of
the British Nation in her rdlntion to In*ie,
Tagore was no cosmopolitan - he gppreciated the vnrietiea of ethnic groups living
with their bsautiful cultura = but he was a true intermationalist - who, aven to
this day, oourt: disple:au:o and columny from the national chauvinist group of
bourgeoisie all over the capitalist worlde
| Suihi Pradhan
738-A, Hlock "P7,
. New ilipore,
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InAia,
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