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Peace, Anti-Militarisn and the scottish Labour Movement, 1917-191B

In contlest to e]. eewhele ln 3rl tain, thc Scottigh labouı n ovaınent ııas gtrongly
anti-war. In cğnpaignlng for the !.gtoratlon of ıeace from the veİy betinnint of
the Fj.rşt Uoıli Uar, John MacJ.eaıı, Janes D. }1acDoug8].1, Ilelen crğwfor.ı and !ıany
otheıs prepaıed th. grounıiı for what vas to happen in 1917 and 1918.

ls the ııost iınportant fi8ura in th. gİıti-rrar ııoveçıent and thc only lrİtish
socialigt rho possesaed a ilevolutionary wi1l to poweıl, John !,tacleanls socialist
a,ctivitics have soııeYhat obgcured thc general vind,ictlveness and ıepression of thc
scotti §tr nılin€- class anaı thc eİner6ence of ııaga nilitancy. For thouth thc
aıthorities failei ln thelr att€ ıpt to dlsıi§s }1acl eaıı ag a school teacher ln
}1arciı, ].91r, tbey final].y got ri it of him a fry ınonths ].ater.l

3ut thc victinlsation of socialist ,ıilitantr siııply hclght.ncd rath.T than
gtiileal the anti-nlli taıi 9t resistance of an increasin6 nunber of uorkln6.c]_a6g nen

ana ycinen; gıd in 1917 the Scottish ı*oıkin6 clags rras still furtheı ıedicali §eil ly
the outbreak of the İğseian revolution. In June tha lll-hıssian ccnt?esa of
l{orkers| anal Solalierşi Dcputies alacidea to orgarıi se 'an lnternationa]. conference ol
rrorlat socia}igol. §.n stockholn;2 6n6 thc scotti3h nlnerg, steal- ğI e]. ters, rPilı{ayman

and shop agsistantg in scotlend soon gavc ıa goliil vot" for stockholnl. In
G]. astoy 10r0OO rrorking nen and. yomcn coul al not 6aia ad!ıl sgi on to a ıackeal meetin6

iıı the st. ,rnalretJ g Hall in $ıpııort gf the hıgsim levolutlon; anal thc aıınual

conference of the scottlsh Tra.ies unİon c€ngless carri ciı unaıiııously a !.solution
catl ing for leacc negotiations.5

MoTeover, freluent debates on nilitalio v.rğus erıti-nil i t aıi gı ıere oıgani sed

in iliveıgc Scotti sh toung ana citieı, anC th. tandcncy foı thc Scots to be ııorc
ou tu a]cd-lookinC therr thc Eıgli oh labour noveıent rıas .li ğcerne.l by ı0 cn uho ıJarrted

to g,ive the scottidt labour novenent a nationali st ori.ntation. Tha difference of
ğttitude towaıdg nilitarls was sıının ed up in The Scottish Revietı:

The strength of the hostility to oilitarİg 1! scotlaııal
Eay be gatheıeıl fron the fact that the Yar Paıty is a
di scredi ted ıninoılty iD nearly a-tl thc Tradeo and laLour
Councilg north of the Tııeei. Only in llerdeen anii
Eünburgğ hag it been Possible to gecuıe e bare İn4jority
in favour of the ?olicy of the Labour Party İn th.
Uegtııinsteı Parliament... In all tbc otheı |}rades
Counclls, so fa! as I have }een able to find out, thc (
fee].inğ 1o stıon5ly aİıti-nili taİl st anc even pacifist."

The scots Yele co nİttei to thc agitation for !eac. negotiatİons from thc vcry
outbreak of the yar. Fırtheı, the a6:itation for pcace wac in goclalist eyes çuita
in§eParable fıon the stnıggl e fo]ı gocial chan6e ani soclaıidı. Despite the

argunent s of congervative higtoridıg about thc lack of ğ sarious threat to tha

egtabliüed gocl al order in indu6tria1 scotıanaı duling th. rraİ yearc,, thc authorities
7thowht otheııise. | lcsides, ag thc socia]_igtg tho hei beğa inflluenccd by thc ldeas
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of D8İri el _De teon, the heİicarı socialigt J.eader, propa6atetl thc iloctrlnc of
SVndlcalİ in the ııorksho]ıs anal factoıics, the Scottish ruJ.lng cJ.ass rıere scaıad
of the ıank- and-fil e horkers' chalJ. enge to 'thc duly authorlsed, eıecutive coııncil s
and district conınitteea of the trade unj,one'.8 tr\ılthenıole, es the propaG:anda of
the socialist mlnori ty be6an to fuğe ırith thc stnıggle a8ainst the dllution of
], abour and the aııti-ııar sentinents of the lnasscs', the authorlties deported the
leadeıs of the Clyde l{orkergı Connittee, sent srll es into the trad. unions and

gociell9t gToups anaı en6a6ed in rridespread repression.9
Itıen ın Febnıary 1916, the rnaıePendent Labour Paıty organi sci a Da§s ıneetint in

the Scottion lrining tovn of Loch6elly vhere resolutlons ıJere caıried d,cnouncing the
.10şaı and nitita!ie;^- and 1n lılil, 1916, John }1aclean ,ııas iııpri soneal for aritating

against the yaı. Fa! frogı eıadicatin6 thc Scottieh la.bour novcnentl9 a€:i tati on

against the YaT, tne 91!ıo9t gimul tgncous iİnprj. sorınent of Janes lrlaıton and Janıes D.

İ.lacDou€iaıI for 8nti-Yaİ activitleg talvani scd thelr fellow soclaıist 911 over

scotland into renfleal activi ty. In september the ğithl and ıand ı.aguc 1aunctıed a

bitter aniı ıli sterin6 aütack on the Dukc of sutherlanaı for rrlthholding fl shin6 rlghta
fron returned 8o}.ıi erg Uho hed been rıound.ec in thc Yaİ; and the Scottlgh coaference

of tlıe Labouı Paıty calleC fo! th. repeal of the l{ili taı,.y Scrvice lcts and urged the

Coverıuıent to open innediate peace ne6otiations.l}
If the scotti9h lDcependent IJabou! Paİtyis peaceİ'u], co-existenca vlth calİtaliıo

b.€İ'ore the outbıeak of tha Yeİ had Dad,e it difficult for therıt to attıact neY nenıber!,

aggreosive socialist nilitancy and arıti-nili taıl gı t:ean sfoııı ed the rholc of thc

ıabour ııovaent.J) t§ the scottiğtr Irrdelenttent ta.bou! Pgrty m€otbefsh1! Jııınled ry
thrce huıdreıi per cent and ıhe nııııbcr of brgncheE increaseil by fifty per cent

betyeen the outbllek of the ırar and, ttıc entl of 1917, th. vhole of th. labouı
nov€oent deve]-oped a ntr confiaıelıce and ğensc of gocialist self-avaren.şa.I J

In Febnıgı1r 1!18, vhen hunareos of Gl as6o, engl.nc?rs net Sir iıcklanii Gedıleg to

di8cus6 the naııpouer eituation, a rcsolutlon ııas carli cd cal.lin6 for an inrıediatc

aımistice.u lrıil theı the scotti *ı coal ııinerg in the coalfieltlg lntensifieal their
aıti-ııaı actİvitİeğ under ttıe influence of thc teachingg of John Maclean. ls Jeİnes

D. ı{s.Ds6ı],}ı,öğ1 dnıĞ:

ftıe victoıg of thc revolution in Rıssia had breatheC ng
Iife into internationaI oocİalio, alnost killed by thc
entagonl sns üe ıraı hac breil. Thc proposa1 to adoPt the
i'! ay Day holiiiay vas caıried. Despite the pmtests of
the Jdnirat ty anil a canpai6:n of caluııy 1n the pıess,
the ştrike took place. lt the hu6:c gatherj.ngs held at
Edıilton and el§ewhere sol enın d.ecl aratl ons of opposltion
io tne continuance of the ıaı şere carrl edl ııi th abso].ute
un anioity.

{rıil ln the Lanaıkshire coalfieldg thc Minersl Union conducted t lıllıt on ıeacc
negotia.tions, and 181767 minerg voted for lnnediate Peace negotiations and onJ.y

8ı249 voted for the continuance of the rıar.''
Yettlespltethethesesoutlincdabove'anu,ıberofrlght-winghistoriansdeny
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,
that (a) the scottlsh ııere actually radİcallsed by the expeıience of thc Etıst
iJorliı y9İ aııd (b) ig:noıe the lelationshi! of this lroccss of radica]lsatlon to
the agl tation for peace. In fact Chrl etolıheı Earvey haı denieıl thet the Scottish
working class uae radica.],iged at all.

llha sıattl ğh Uo.kels groıing industriaı militancy tavc theoı a na üaa.n.ss of
their oun iııportance as lroducelg of yealth. i.ıııthar, the organi seıl rıolkers.
agitation for ııeace grer'out of thc stlikes and stoppage§ that they ııere engagcc İn.
llso, in di gi sgirıai the impoltaııce of industrial nılitarıcy on clrdcaia. batueen
1914 and 1922, Chri stopher Earvey itnorea the obserarationg of tııo conteoıporary
observera uho pointed out that ıthe clyde troulle ııas the ııost şectacular of thc
casea of friction in the nunitiong tradesl in conditıons ııheııc ınilttaııcy t,as a
l §eri.ous offencel. To gıı6te8t that Uolkerg, Uhc ,truck Uork in thc ııİilst of
tıysterical n1l1taristıc propagaııda yere not raili cal or 1eft-win6, caıı only bc
ılescribeal a6 sona.hgt elitist, unirag,inativ. and uıı-hi etoıi c.l6

lı though the procegg of ıadicalisation ya. smetines internıpteıl ttuıln€ the
Eİ,ıst Yorl d lJar, it repeatetlly rFeoeııtrea on a hl6beı leve1 yhen it again founiı an
out].et. 3y the srı!ıme! of 1916 lthe militant labour novenent on thc clyiı. rcached,
ag Eelen Yegıon saİd, 'İts lovcst ebb'. İ.vertheleds thc Goveıanent l a polöcy foı
copin8 vith di s8ffecti on in scotlarıi - snaı egrpecially on lRed Clyıteslicl _ U68 not
verJr auccessfu].. ı8 Paul Ke1l og3 aİıc ırthu! Gleason put itı llta experience vith
dePoıting thc stıike leader! fron the Clyde voı:kcıi out go dlsastıousl.y that it ncver
again attenptei dıaetic neaauleg vhol egal e. . .}lc}tanus rıea deportei fron GlasEov to
another city Vhicb hsd beeİı a centre of labour conservati an, vlth the legıılt that
the city thereafter becane a hotbea of aıitatlonr.l7

In aİı],. case Ly the şıing of 19t7 clyd.sİdc vaa agaİn at thc centre of n1l1taİıcy,
aocia].lst activity 8nd De.ce agi teti on. trs eaıly as tıriı 1!1f, therc ueıc atıikes
at the stıipyaıds on c}ydesiitc - dcspite Earvcy ı s lnaccuıate a6€eltion to thc

"or,tr"ry.l8 In sunning up thc rel ationship betııeen thc repregsion of ı916 anil thc
Dilitancy in 1917-1918, f,elen Yeınon ssiCı

scoi^ğ].i 6t agitators had been either lnpri8oned, or dePorte.ı
frcm the trouble centle, anaı clasgoY sank back into
indugtliaI aıd politica} alathy. Dut in the 1on6-ı:ıın thc
Goverıın ent i g reliancc on stront-anı tacticc did nore foı
thc socla:list noveııent than years of revolutlonary
!ropa6aııal6, for it causaC a aeetFrootcd regcntDıcnt aııongst
Eany sectionB of the popuıatİon and reinfolccö thc
in6rained surpi ci on of aıthority.ry

Moreover, therc vaa 8n iİPortaİıt ironmouldera' gtrlke on thc clyileğide in thc
ğuıner of 1917. It Yas ].ea by Ton 3elı arıd John üc3gln of thc sociali't Lsbour
Party. ll though thig etrike hag been ignoıed by Chri stopher İlawe!ı oıil other rl6ht-
şiııg historiarıa, it yorrı ed the authorities at the tlne. It uag also ı.Gaılanl caı

bY the GeDeiel llon nlttelsı lssociationıs olposition to thc Govcrrınent r s atteınpt
fron eaıly 1918 to 'hugtle ııany of ouı neoberı into the a:rmy,.2o In cvaluatint
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these deveJopments, Helen vernon says:

If the iıorıoouldeısr gtrike gtlııul ated, a rengal of
induetrial nilitancy on thc Clydc, loliticat 4.akcnin6
wag effectec by the influence of the hı sgi arı revolution
of Febnı ary.

Then thc J, aıge attendance at thc ay Day dğıongtrations 1n scotlaııd in 1917
plefi31.ıreaı the onGoint lrcccsg of radlcali sati on dorrn lo Ig??.

.ls eaıly as 1909 Jobn }1acl eaıı had yfitten!

In 1889 the InterTıationat Socialist con6reg3 detcı:nined to
cal1 uıotl the irorkerg to gtrika work oıı thc flıst day of
lilay. This is donc on thc contlnent, vheıe hundredc of
thougando in 3erll.n and Paric and otheı huge centıes
lay doın theiı toolg aııi come out to deoonstratc the
t?oyin6 folce of th. revolutiona4r ğpirit that noy
inspires the ııorkeıs of Eııropc. we İn scotland have,
go far, gelected thc first §ınday in t!ay... Eıe lon5
we expect the vorkeıa to fol].r their Continental cğıladeg
and celeDTat. the first of }1ay aş the yorkeısı self-selecİed
holiday.'r

Maclearıls dıeaE cane tnıe in 1910 rJith the Scottish ııorkeıgt g.t.orylna a6:i tatl on for
peace negotiatione. In üay, 1!18, the *s!gg! ne,rgpaPer ıeporteil that: ıFor the
firgt tİDe in üe hi story of the Scottish labouı ııoveınent üay Day şas calebratctl !.n

Glaagow on the first day of the nonth, and not, aa foı!er]y, on the filgt §ınday1.22
ll}ıen uas ıeally happened in Gl aggov is seen es a hiştoıical process rather thaıı ag

Just an epigode, oıri gtophar Earvey's interpretation is legs convinclng th an it
night appeaı to be in a contextlesg, un-higtoric 8.ttln6.

lt a tine yhen the scottiü nsgiDaperg rıere cansoring n*sl repoıts of socialişt
of ııili tant industria] activity, thc rulin8 clasg conducteil a s;ıstaıatlc caıılaigıı
against rorkln3 nen arıd voneİı ıJho ueıe proloaint to tak. the ılay off .ürort vlthout lay
to halt Şar Pıloduction, to celebratc }ray Day, to d€üııanC inmedlatc peace netotiatlons,
the Rı8si aİı revolutlon aııd socialigt interıati onali st. Even th. hostllc Glasgotı
Heıald vas forced to adnit that ovcr }0or0O0 vorking nıcn and wonen took lert in the
Plocessİon thıough the streİts of Gleagor.2' In a note of tı{.urı!h, thc editor of
the G],.sgr gocialigt ntrgpaıerı Er.r$, nınııed up:

They eıPeal ea ı}out touı Lrothers in hanc€'; they
thıeatened digieeals ıhol eggle; ttıcy filled their
Presa orgarı§ yith l@entetion; they circuıated th.yoııç unski),led nen in nııli tioııe roıks with offerst. aPPeal for thco unde! the nry coDb_out, tf they
ıroul aı onıy stqy at ırork oa uay Daü they i ssııet
offici al appeal s.gnı( unofficlal gıpegıa - and it was
8],I of no "r"iİ:2f'o 

unofficlal appeal

In 1919, l92O aııd 192]. the Gl aog:ov liııala noted that vorkinğ*cl ass ııen and wonen

- ana esPeciaıly the Voroen - Vele 1n thc forofront of tha ıay Day celabrations; and

anti.-nili tar.i. şt tleoan:lg ccculieiı a proninent P].ace ln thciİ lroıa6gnda. Ry 1c2o
there tJa6 a generel etoppage of york in sııch scottlgh toUna as Grcenock, l{est caldaİ,
Falkirk ana Eoilton. 'O U" l9Z' nuch of the revolutlonaıy . f.ı?.ır of the previoua
yeaıe had disappeared; and the §]e§ğgy_Eçıe!ğ_3:1oated over ııhat it dcptcted as ltha
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,
Dooı turn out'. Even so, it noted that a nurıber of lhenployed Uoncnl vere playing
a pıi4i,nent part in ıroıkinğ-cl a ga atitations and the soclaıist ırüncnrg peace
noveoent.27

ın 1921 the scottish labouı novement reverteiı to the prevıoug lracticc of
eelebıating üay Day on the first slındqy İn }lay. l'hc nole ratlical, self-sacrifİcİn8
Plactice of ceJ.ebıatİng it on the first of May diet irlth John üaclean 7n lJZ! - a

sıgni fi cant year tn the hi stoıy of tııc scottish roıkin6 class. The decişion to
reveİt to the pre-rıar Practices of !9!9g:ig Uas nuch norc inportant for tha lateı
hi stoıy of the uolkin€ claşs iı the şeclfic sense that anti-niliteılat pıopa3antla
ceasei to be luıte go itrıPortant in Uorkin6-class ınov€nentr' tui tationg.

Dıt t,hat of the l)eıaanent legacy of th. actİvitles of John üacle8n a.ıd Eelltı
grayford artd the 1egenıl of the |Red clydeı? In regpongc to the ıue.tlon, ıEoş red
ıas the clyde?ı, oıri stöpher üarvey prod,uceı a sioplistlc antt un-hl gtoric ansrrcr
that 'If the I9L1-Ig22 peıiod is taken as thc i3l a.ı confident ın oıııln6n of scottigh
socialioı everırDG goorı cane onr. nırthe] ore, he guc:t.6tc thıt the legenil of the
lRed clyde' has 8ıır,ı/lveaı into the 1980ş becaıse lthc sıubsequent reality hass been
so dİşiritingı. It has s:I go gııwived, becauae prlgent-day nllitarl$ı ln tnc
l{eateın ııoıld has led scottish vorkels to ıedi scover the ag,itation for peace
negoti atiolrg in lyu-.L9lğ.

ıievolu ti onaıır legends gııryive in clas*iüvİdeaı 8ocietİes becauee of thc goclaI
tensiong antl bitter.ıess engendered by incluality, unfaizzıesa, lnJustiıe end ua].-
orientated nİlitgİigı. Btıt uhen they do gıırviv., they a.ırıriv. wİthin th. cla6s-
consciougıess of nilltgİrt 1Ebouı noveoents. hon a gociallst ,arıraaııv.g Yalter
Beı\j aıİn ercpl aınea Uhy the Iegends of past gtlr:€gl eg of the aı,Pressed. classeg
ometineo, Lut only aooetinea, grıı:rriva:

}ıot Dan or nen but the otnı6glin6, ılııceıcd clasg ltge].fi8 the aıepod.toı.:r of historicaı knoUl ed6e. In üetİ İa
appears aa t}ıe ].aat enslaved clağs, ad the avenger that
coıpletee tae taslr of lib.ration ln th. n@c of 6enerationaof_the down trodden... Geılraıı socia], Ddrıoc.acy Ihou5tıtltl to agatgn toa th. ııoıkin6 claes thc ıole of thc -
lede€ııe! of futuıe genelationg, ln thig way cuttint the
sineus of its peateat otıen6tb. Thto tralning nadc thc
uorkta3 class forget both ltg hatreil and its apirit ofsaclifice, for both aı:c nouıi siıei by thc lnaıc of en§larıed,
ancestors rather thaıı that of liberated grandchi l tlıen. zğ

Betyeen 1917 aıd 1!18 the scotti§h, aııd paıticularly thc C].ytlesitic, ııorking claes
uas radlceli§eil, partly becauaa it put the isoıe of 1nıııedı atc peacc at th. centr.
of its preoccupatj. ons, and partly becauge it iiientİftetİ rıith lta ı engl aved
ancegtoıgı in the past.

DePaİtsent of Eistoqı, Jaıeg D. roung
Universl ty of stiİliİıg,
stir].ing, EK9 1Lı,
scotland.
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