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"My nation, alI the lrumarı race aııd ııy country, tlıc wlıole eartlı

}1otto of clıe Ottonıiln ıoci;ıl iı;t .itııırnıl İrıl,ıljy"! (llııınıııity);
1ıtıblislıe<l only tuice oıı tlıe l[ltlı ıııırl llıe 25ılı rıl Aııllıııı t l1)l().
'l'|ıc notto İs ndrıpte<l frtıuı tlıc v(.rflc9 rıf Yrıııııg'|'ıır(: |)ı].|ln Sinııci
and'l'evIik Fikret, wlıo i.ır turn lıorrcıwe,l tIıe 1ılırase, frıını Victor
llugo's introductioıı to his plıy, !.t,"__!1g|ıııiıygr_: "Avoir pour
patrie 1e ııonde et pour rıatioıı 1'lıırmaııite."

TurkeY ParticiPaEed in four wars in a dozen years from l9ll onwar<ls: Tripo-
1itan (ı,ibyan) Iı'ar of 1911 against Italy, Balkan Wars of LgI2-13 against
Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro, Firs t World lıIar of l914-18 agains tthe Entente Powers in alliance wiEh Germany, Austria-Hungary and Bulgaria,
Liberation !ılar of 19L9-22 against Greece backed by Great Brİtain and
France.

These IüIar years, which brought about the downfal1 of the ottoman Empire,
also sPelled a turning point for the Ottoman/Turkish left movement. The
Ottoman left which enjoyed a period of intense activity especially in suchcenters as İstanbul, Salonica and İzmir after the proclairnation of theSecond ConsEituEional Government in 19OB, hlas wiped out under the heavyrePression from 1913 till the end of the I.W.w. While the left underwent a
Period of revitalisation after l918 unti1 the middleıtwenties, this was amovement drasticallY changed in character: not only had its geographical
boundaries altered, so had its national makeup. The workersımovement ofTurkeY lost the contribution of the hundred thousands of Greek, Armenianand Jewish workers, which meant a 10t with respect to militancy, experienceand organisaEion.

The Turkish left, confronted with the problems of war and peace at a iimewhile it was still undergoing its stage of infancy, reacted in a way thatwas mainlY conditioned by the imminent threaE of the dismembering of theemPire. It was onlY much later, under the influence of Ehe october Revolu_tion and other revo]"utionary upheavals in Europe, that a Marxist, classconscious aPProach to the questions of war and peace emerged within theranks of the Turkish left movement.

The airn of this report is to make a few observations on certain leftintellecEuals rePresenting increasingly divergent :ıttitudes within theextremely complex procesş cited above

Mustafa SuPhi, the future founder and leader of the 1|Kp, published in 1912a small book titled Vazife-i Temdin (rne Civilising Mission) about the Ita*lian assaulE to tt. Et,en-ottornan ıiuya. At that date Suphi was not asocialist Yet. He had studied political science in paris after graduatingfrom the Law Schoo1 in IsEanbu1. His booklet exhibits an anti-imperialisticstand, though he lacks a Marxist consciousness. He mocks sEereotypes liketheııwhite manıs burden" used to justify imperialist invasion of under_develoPed countries. I^Je have to admit that he was wri ting as an ottomanpaEriot hurt by the Italian infringement of the ottoman lands.l
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The Libyan Inlar^had caused among European socialists widespread
against Italy.2 (rt will be reİe*bered that even Benito Mussoli
sEi1l a socialisE, had opposed the Italian aggression. ) one sui
Ottoman socialist intellectual, in corresponde
dent Labour Party 1eader Keir Hardie, asked hi
to invite the English governmentIs interventio
bloodshed.3

pr
ni

otests
who was

eıreris

Ahmet PaŞa was a retired Vice-Admiral from tlre Ottoman Navy, and a nıeınber
of the British ILP (in al1 likelihood Ehe only admiral in that partyls
ranks!). He wroEe to Keir Hardie on November 13, 1911, addressing him as
"Dear Sir and Brotherıı.

You know that as a SocialisE, I am neutral. I d<ı not wish ro support
Ehe Turkish government, but do good to all peoples irıclu<ling tlıe Itıı-
]-ians and the Arabs. There is no doubt that this catastrophe }ıas to
be blamed on the Turkish auLhorities who lefr Tripoli defenceless
without soldiers open to an Italian invasion. They have also provoked
the Arabs to assault the Italians and hence caused this caLastrophe
and Eerror. . .

Keir Hardie answered his "Dear Comrade Ahmed's'' query a month ].ater:
As You have doubEless seen from Ehe press we lrave been holding
meetings and have also wriEten Eo the newspapers and we have been
also acting through the Internationa1 Socialist Bureau to cry to get
t,he war sioPPed. But we, in this country have been sorely hampered
because of the aEEitude which our government has adoptecl t,owards Geı:-
many and also in relaEion to Persia.
It looks to me as t,hough boE,h countries would very soon be exhaus ted
financially and be only too glad to arrange terms of peace.4

We know from other documenEs that Ahmet Paşa
socialist without even an anti-imperialistic
Eo his socialist friends abroad (apparently
tacts with socialists in Turkey), againt was
Eriotism or genera]. humanitarianism at best.

It musE be noEed here Ehat most of the organised ottoman-Turkish socialists
aE the time adoP_ted a social-patrioEism; besides expres§ing chauvinistic
slogans such as "Ott,omans do noE emigrate backwards, but aİways forward'',
they said:

We socialists, though we are pitiless enemi.es cıf tlre war, w}rolehear-
tedlY suPPort the present, ı,rar f or the benef ic ial purpose of serviırg
the civilisaEion and iEs p.og.""r.5

Before Keir Hardieıs predicEion on the outcome of the war coulr] coıne trtıe,four Balkan states declared war on Turkey. An<l she lıad ro conclude peace
hurriedly with IEaly in order to fighE againsE them.

Ahmet PaŞa wroEe again to Keir ltardie on October 28, IgI2, accusing the(Czarist) Russian and Bulgarian intrigues for Ehe new man-slaughter. tle
also blamed oEher Powers' provocaİions for their selfish interests only,
and said "Doubtlessly, such things will not happen, once socialism will bein power".

nce wiEh the British Indepen-
m to orgaaİze a mass meeting
n t,o stop thİs useless

rras a naive, self-pr<.ıfessed
awareness. 1lence, tıis apl>eal

he had no orgaı1 İza t iona l ccın-
an eı(pression of Ottomarr paL-

Ahmet Paşa feared thag the fight in the Balkans
fledged European War, and therefore he served as
national advisory council of the European Unity
by an English Justice of Peace, Sir }"lax Waechter
armed conflicE aIready approaching.6

could expand inLo a full-
a member in the inter-

l,eague, established in 19I2
to prevent suciı a general

-,l ,ı
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Ahmet pasa ends his letter
in the Matthew Gospels (v.
love for the enemy as well

by
39,
as

reminding his
4o, 42 & 44)

for friends.

correspondent of
about an endless

the precepts
compassion and

The process leading to the Balkan War, and the war itself, naturally con-
cerned most closely the left movement in this region. Salonica, which at
times exceeded even Istanbul in importance for the left movement, and where
five different ethno-cultural communities coexisted, was the hub of the
discussions on ürar, peace and the future of the Balkans.

With Jews and "Dönme's" (converts) comprising the majoriry of the populat-
ion and represented by a large proporEion in the workersımovement, the
prevailİng sentiment was in the direction of safeguarding the territorial
integrity of the Ottoman Empire. The Bulgarian Left Socia1 Democrats
(lesnyaki), on grounds of internationalism, also advocated ttıe integrity of
the European terriEories of the Empire. On the other hand, most of the
Greek socialists and a section of the Bulgarians espoused nationalistic
pos iEions . B

This debate ı7as brought to an end by the Balkan war , which cı_ı lminatecl in a
re-parceling of the Balkans on a national basis, with Salonica landing in
Greece.

The appeal, daEed 3rd AugusE 19i3, of the Socialist lnlorkers' Federation of
Salonica to Ehe Socialist International Bureau graphically illustrates what
war had İn store for the workersı movemenE.

"...the economic life of our city has become nil. The whole working
class has been alsmost compleEely disorganised...
"The conflicts ı"ıhich were already brewing since before the declaration
of the l,ırar have become much sharper, especially in our largest trade
union, the tobacco workersı union.
"The long lasting unemployment and the emptying of the trade union cof-
fers were the reasons for the complete dissolution of some
organisations. . .
|'The entry of the Greeks into our city has meant a series of coercive
measures, whİch have İmmeasurably damaged our movement. First come the
declaration of Martia1 Law: no gatherings, no demonstrations, no
meetings, no discussions - thus, the end of al1 activity. This spelled
to a large extent the deaE,h of our movement. During this time, the only
sign of life we could give was through our paper, which nevertheless
came under heavy censorship.Y

In yet another letter to Keir Hardie dated January 23, 1913 Ahmet Pasa
raises an important poİnt, when he accuses the Western Staies of pushing
the Turkish GovernmenE to underEake reforms only to benefit the Christian
populat,ion instead of serving humanity ai large.

Other (Moslem) peoples are also suffering from Ehe same causes. There-
fore, the people here would welcome any pol^rer çıho would force Lhe
Turkish Government to make reforms for the whole population without
any discriminaEion. Had the (Sall<an) allies, instead of waging a cru-
sade, declared war Eo save the whole population from the Committeeıs
despoEism and misadrninistration, and insEead of 1ooting and killing
and exiling the Turks, had they established a just order for a11, they
too would be cherished and welcomed./

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



4

The series of defeats suffered by the Ottoman Empire during the Balkan wars
continued with the First world lırar. with every passing year, the union and
Progress leaders relinquished more and more their Ottomanism and fell back
uPon an increasingly chauvİnİstİc and agressive Pan-Turkism. On the other
hand, they tried to break out of their isolation. That is why towards the
en do the war the Union and Progress governmenE, who had taken highly
rePresentative measures against the left and exiled its 1eaders, started to
make ouvertures to international socialism.

It may be of some interesE here to note the union and progress
participation of this delegation in the stockholm conference.
government sent delegates of "officia1" socialists, ostensibly
a native socialist party which was in fact especial.ly created
Pose.

attempt at
The Ottoman
represent ing

for the pur-

"The government held that since war united all classes, there should be
an end to class struggle. To this end, Ehe class organisations and
associations vrere disbanded. However, soon the Young Turks once more
needed the support and sympathy of the workers and had to make up to
them.
"A bourgeois-police "Socialist|l party was founded in which capitalists,
1awyers, even generals were members. In the year IgI7, thisl|Socialist'ı
bourgeoisie and their guards wanted to participate in the Internationa1
Socialist Congress in Stockholm, as the Turkish SocialisE party. The
grand vızier Tal6t Pasa even ordered the Directorate of Security to

İ::l:i;":";r:İ;:1E""'"ion 
a specia1 rubber stamp inscribed as Turkish

However, Ehe i.nformation published up Eo now on the participation of this
delegation in the Stockholm Conference is highly contradictory and contro-
versial. A historian of the relations between the Turks and the Jews writes
tha t Ewo de legat İons r47e re s ent to S tockho lm ( one in May and one in Augus t ? )
each composed of three persons.rl A different source even reproduces
quoEations from the speech made by one of the delegates at the Conference
where he purportedly also engaged in a discussion with W. Rosanoff on the
quesEion of nationalities on 14th July 1917.L2 on the other hand, Soviet
historian Snurov claims thaE ııthese delegates ı^rere turned away from the
Conference in disgrace"13. Similarly, according to George Haris, aJ.though
two delegates l"ıere sent - the second one in August - "their efforts were in
vain. Though they presented a note to.the Conference (...) the Conference
refused to accept them as delegates''14.

Nevertheless, the mİnutes
ference and relaEed mater
of the Organising Committ
from Turkey have made ora
internaEiona1 conventions

of the Organising Committee of the Stockholm Con-
ia1 do not corroboraEe these claims. The documents
ee reveal that on the 13th of July two delegates
l.depositions on the general basis of peace and on
'). In a mimeographed text titled Conf6rence

socialiste Internationale de Stockholm: Programmes d6 pos6s'par 1es Partis a
somewhat different version of
the Dutch-scandinavian commit
delegation from workers' orga
informaEion". The summary of
informs us thatıltwo socialis
sion to the conference and af

the events is given. According to this text
tee has received, on the l2th of July, ''a
nisations in Turkey for the purpose of getting
the interview, entitled l'Turkish Socialistslı,
ts arrived with the purpose of seeking admis-
filiating the Turkish socialists with theInternationa1 Socialist Bureau". The summary contains the views of thisdelegation upon Ehe question of the Straits and the Armenian question..l6

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



5

In the minutes of the Dutch-Scandinavian Committee, taken down in Camille
Huysmans hand, there are the minutes of an interview wiEh these tI4Io delega-
tes, which, besides the issues covered in Ehe noEes of rhe ora1 depositions
and Ehe suınmary cited above, also touclıes upon othe.".l7 Although the issue
of the admission of Ehe delegation Eo the Conference is raised twice in the
minutes of this interview, there is no indication either here or in other
exEanE documents relating to the Conference, that this issue was ever defi-
nitively resolved.

l.Ie may conclude from Ehe maEerial at hand, Ehat the Turkish delegation was
heard by the Organising Committee as were the delegations from the minority
groups of some European partİes and delegatİons from various Asian and
African countries. Since Ehe Conference never actually convened however, \ıre
believe that the question of admission or rejection of the delegation never
became a maEter of pracEİcal imporLance.

The fact that a delegation under the guise of "Turkish socialistsııwere
sent to partİcİpate İn an internationa1 socialist conference, nevertheless
remains remarkable in its own right. This delegation sent by the Union and
Progress Government espoused the principles of a just and durable peace
ııithouE annexations or indemnities, as articulated by the Petrograd Soviet,
and the right Eo self determination of nations. In this way, the precedent
I{ıas seE for Ehe founding, a few years later, of an official Communist Party
by the Kemalist,s and their at,tempE r,o establish relations wiEh the Third
Internationa1.

Lühile the I.W.1.1. had grave consequences for Ehe Turkish workers ı movement,
it also led to a series of contacts hrith the international workers' move-
ment at an unprecedented level and scale. Thousands of workers and students
who spent the war years in Germany and witnessed the subsequent upheavals;
more Ehan sixty-thousand Turkish prisoners of war in Soviet Russia, some of
whom had actively taken side and Eaken part in the civil war; the thousands
of immigrant workers in close-by regions of the Soviet Union; and a non-
negligable number of workers who took part in the llungarian Revolution of
1919; al1 brought back with thern their unique experiences.

Mustafa Suphi, who had vehemently opposed the Union and Progress Govern-
ment, was subsequently banished to Sinop on the Turkish Black Sea coast,
fled, just before Ehe war, to Russia as a political refugee. After he
became a bolshevik and the october Revolution took place, he began
publishing a nenrspaper in Turkish 1anguage: Yeni Dünya (New tııorld/Novyi
Mir ) . His editoria1 artic 1e in its f irs t issue conJerrıned the Unionis t
1eaders for neglecting the general interests of the society aL 1arge an<l
causing a11 these miseries through their short-sightedness. Suphi cited the
bloody revolts in Albania, Yemen, Havran and resented that Islaınic lands
were beİng deserted as a result of Libyan and Balkan Wars. Writing in April
1918, he could not predict the implications of the defeat of the alliance
to which Turkey belonged, but he warned the Turks about new dangers a Ger-
man vİctory in Ehe east hrould bring to the peoples of Asia Minor. He
incited the Turkish nation to action by using their democratic and consti-
tutional rights. If they did not succeed in such a struggle, he foresaw
Ehat the already esEablished p9}iEical slavery would be doubly reinforced
with economic slavery as hıeIl:l8
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The concluding sentences of Mustafa SuphiIs speech at the I.
conintern reflect his enthusiasm and ra,hat rnight be considered
opti.nism with regard to the post-war era and balance of class
Turkey:

Congress of
excess ive
forces in

|'Due to its geographical position, Turkey has always served as a bridge
betil,een Asia and EuroPe, and has been under the direct oppression of
capitalisrn. This leads us to belieVe that also in the course of the
coming world revo]-ution, the Turkish proletariat wil1 take a place of
honour.
"We are convinced that the Turkish proletariat wi1,1 put all of its
strength in the service of suppor!ing and further developing the social
world revolution. And should Ehe world revolution be crowned with the
victory of the proleEariat, we propose the legendary city of Istanbul
as the capital to be of Ehe lnternational.
"We dream Ehat, vJhen the time cones for thousands of representatives of
the proletariat from a11 corners of the world, frorn all nationalities
and races, to assemble, they ırill choose for this purpose the largest
and most beautifu1 building of the world, the Agi-Sophia; and then,
truer equality and freedoın preached in this ternple than had ever been
before from the rnouEhs either of Byzantine Patriarchs or from Moham-
ınedan Khaliphs. Thereby the unnatural war betlreen Ehe crescenİ and the
Cross, in whose narne so many have been sacrificed, ııi1l also conre to an

"nd. "l9

The enthusiasm and deep conviction on the part of Mustafa Suphi and his
cornrades made it "mandatory" for the Turkish bourgeoisie to liquidate them.
And Suphi and 14 of his comrades, some of h,hom were mernbers of the central
committee of the TKP, were rnurdered under dark circumsEances on the B].ack
sea on the way to Ankara.

Two and a half years later, at the first Congress of the TKP, various
speakers analysed Turkeyls situation after the defeat in Ehe War.20 one
delegate (Ahmet cevat Emre) accused the last sultans for acting as accomplices
of irnperialist powers solety for egoistic motives. After blarning Abdulharnid
II, the speaker claiırıed that sultan Resad's paficisın and constitutionalisrn
were also false. He rerninded the audience that the sultan was excited
during the defence of the Dardanelles and wrote imperialistic verses in
Praise of OtEoman militarism. He became a too]- of Ehe Young Turk government

Towards Ehe end of the First World War, after the October RevoLution, the
oEtornan army started an invasion carnpaign to the north shores of the
Caspian Sea and towards Iran and Turkestan. A small group of Turkish revol-
utionaries, composed of refugee intellectuals and prisoners of war from
Turkey as we11 as soıne local Tartars organised as "Moslem SociaLists" in
Moscow, vehemently prolested against this Pan-Turanian offensive adventure.
MuŞtafa Suphi, speaking aİ the First congress of the comintern in March
19l9, proudly told his listeners how they opposed the Turkish irnperiaLism
in the name of revolution and humanity. In the same speech, he relates an
exaınple for the progressivist attj.tude of young Turkish intelligentsia. ln
the University of Istanbul during the war years there were a number of Ger-
rnan professors who wanted lhe universiry to norninate Kaiser Wilhelrn I for a
Nobel peace prize. Thereupon the students rebelled against their teachersI
pressures and proposed instead, Lenin's candidacy for the prize. (This news
was also,reported in Mustafa Suphi's Turkish language newspaper Yeni
Dünya).rr
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for its Holy l+ıar and Islamic Unification policies and signed Ereaties
surrenderİng İmportant parts of the counEry to the enemy.

AnoEher delegate (llllml oglu Hakki) in his presentation on the question of
colonialism, drew attent,ion to Karl MarxIs pro-Turkish attitude against
Czarist Russia during the Crimean IıIar, and said that the Russian Soviet
State of today as Ehe real inheritor of Marx's legacy, protects Turkish
peasantry against European imperialists.

The delegate who introduced the discussion on the National Question
(Nazmi), spoke about the agitation by the Turkish, British and Russian
governmenEs of Ehe poor masses during the war. The Dashnak Armenians
incited Eo rebellion by the Russian and British governments l^Iere pitilessly
punished by the Unionist Turkish government serving German policy, through
deportation and massacre. Greeks agitated by Ehe British and E}ıeir own
priesEs resorted to terror against innocent Turkish people. Again Ehe Young
Turkish government reEaliated. Millions of poor people suffered and died as
a result of imperialistic and chauvinistic interest of great robbers. The
only viable solution is to bring down the bourgeois revolution, break their
class dicEatorship and to establish a social revolution and independent
Soviet government in Turkey.

A similar, but more general hope was already voiced by a radical journalist
(Zekeriya Sertel) two years before in an artic].e in Zaman (22 August l9l8)
where he claimed that European peace could only be established through the
inevitable victory of socialism al1 over Ehe wor]_d.20

Not all Turkish leftisEs approached the peace issue in such terms. The so-
called Turkish Socialist Party was pro-British and cherished hopes for
Englandıs protection. The Socia1 Democrats were pro-American. Their leader
(Or. Hasan Riza) declared in the Imperial Council which convened on 26th
May 1919, that they favoured the peace principles proposed by the humani-
tarian President }Joodroıı Wilson. Of course, boEh the Socialist and the
Socia1 Democratic parties opposed Ehe Anatolian resistance. These tenden-
cies of Ehe Turkish socialists who adhered to the second Interırationa1 were
severely criticised by the orthodox Marxirt"21, and were, moreover, much
behind the position taken by Ehe Socialist Internationa1, as exemplified by
the resolution on the Greek occupation of Anatolia, aq9pted by the Con-
ference of the Socialist InEernational, Luzerne 1919.1z

During Ehe Turco-Greek War, which is also called the Turkish Liberation
Struggle, besides to an extenE Ehe underground TKP, there ırere certain lef-
tist movemenEs who tried to reconcile socialism with Islam. The settlemenE
these people had in their minds for Ehe long run hlas an Islamic peace,
which llas peace in the sense of Pax Romana. They strongly supporEed the
lİberatİon krar. For instance, we read in the Green Army Instructions, the
following: (article 3l) "The Green Army is an organization for the hap-
piness of humaniEy. In its eyes Eo shed blood, to widow the hıomen, to leave
the children heJ-pless is t,he greatest, evil in the world. Yet, as it is
imperaEive to destroy the present organization in order to save the people
from militarism, from ttıeir suffering under politicians, from poverty, from
the abuses of capiEaJ.ism,
unti1 the realisation of

are lamentab1we
our objecEives. "25 oblised to continue wiLh war
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The 'ıofficially" created "Communist Partylı of the KemalisEs adopted an
ideological position of nationalism, clairning Ehat the rich and the poor
could unite in a common war againsE caqitalism if its evils came from
abroad and did not emanate interna|Ly.z+

The illegal TKP declared in their earliest statutes ihat (article 7) "The
Turkish Bolsheviks refuse war and militarism and all the inequalities and
injustices deriving from them. They deem sEruggle and war legitimate only
until the destruction of al1 militarism and imperialism." In their later
programme, they also demanded the organisation of revolutionary red armies
for Ehe defence of the workers and peasants, with the same justification.25

On the eve of TKPıs Second Congress in AugusE 1922 at Ankara, the Turkish
communists supported the Soviet persecution of the SR party leaders in
Russia, rememberİng that the temporary government vıhich they constituted
after the February Revolution of l9l7, kept up vrith the^hrar hraged against
Turkey to seize E,he SEraits and some eastern provinces.lb

A representative of the Union of Turkish Communist Youth, Ismai1 Hakki,
contributed from Istanbul an article entitled, "The duty of the Turkish
yought in the Red Youth l^Ieek'ı to the Bulgarian Communist Partyıs Turkish
newspaper Zİya on 19th August |922. After denouncing war with strong words
(human butcheries in the fronts, illegitimate war gains, capitalistic ex-
ploitation of the economic crises, etc.), he calls for the proletarian dic-
tatorship arguing thatlıthe salvation of a nation from slavery and poverty
cannot be brought about with the desEruction of her external enemies - it
is an impossible task to accomplish - but through her protection against
her internal enemies, the double-faced savages who kil1 her."27

The two groups, one in Ankara and one in Istanbul, composing the TKP,
separately made declarations of support to the Kemalists fighting the Greek
invaders and appealed to bot,h sides in war, asking the Greek communists to
surrender Eo Ehe Turks and the Turks Eo behave humanely towards them. (See
"Mazhar"s speech in the 4th Congress of the Bulgarian Communist Party in
June 1922./Ö "Ylazhar" was a pseudonym of Dr. Sefik Hüsnü Degmer who repre-
sented the Istanbul communist,s. The Greek delegate too gave a speech in
Turkish at the same congress. Also see the "Appeals" Eo the Turkish and
Greek ,ırmies, published in Yeni Hayat, organ of the Peopleıs CommunisE.
ParEy uf Turkey, as tne enatara group was known under this name.29) yut the
Turkish CommunisE support for Mustafa Kemal was cauLious and conditiona1.
They feared that, he could at any moment shritch^to a'ltreacherous" foreign
policy and compromise with the Entente states.30 O.," ideologue exclaimed
that in
j ourna1 3

Ehe pages of Aydinlik, Ehe intellectual Turkish communist monthly
l.

lıThe politica1 independence for which the Anatolian soldiers
sacrificed their blood can only be established on an economic
basis. (...) If Turkey cannot. be rendered into an agricultural
country, a country of production, then al1 the bloodshed in the
past and will be shed in the future ı^ıi11 be a şin and a crime of
murder against the nation and the humanity at large.''
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NoTEs

l M. Tuncay, TürkiyeIde Sol Akiınlar l908-1925 be re fe r red to sub-
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It must be acknowledged that the above mentioned Unionist delegates
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iteıu in the London Tirıes_ of April ll, 1923, one of thern, Sal5h Ciıncoz,
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TSA, p. 396.

T§A, p. 164.
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E ski So1... , p. 268.

T sA, pp.

268-69.

269-70, 280-8l and 287, fn. 259.

337: Vedat Nedim Tör in issue nr. 17 (August 1923.).T SA, p.

l8. See the transcriPtion of his article addressing "Cenup'taki Türk
Yoldaslarina, Türk Kardas],arinal' ITurkish Coınrades and Turkish Rrothers
in the SouthJ , in: Tarih ve Topluın, r.r.37, Joni l987, pp. 37-39.

l9. |ııBericht aus der TuerkeiI von Gen Subhitl, İISG, CoLlecEion H.
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Mete Tunçay
TURKEY

The Turkish leftists and Warz 1911-1922

ııMy nation, all the human race and my country, the ırrhole earth...ıl

Translation of the Ottorıan Soeialist journal JgjJgİ's
siotto; published only tı*İce on the 5th and the 12th of
August L126 (18 ano 25 Aug.1910). The notto is adopted

from the verses of young Ture poets Şinasi and Tevfik
Fİkret, who in turn borrowed the phrase from Yictor Hugols
İntroduction to hiş play, !,E Eırsra_ves: |'Avoir pour pat-
rie 1e monde et pour nation llhumanite.ı|

Turkey participated j-n four wars in a dozen years from ,l91 
1

onıçard.s: Tripolitan (r,llyan) War of 1911 against ltaly, Balkan Wars

of 1912-15 against Greece, Bulgarla, Serbla and Montenegro, First
World War of 1914-18 against the Entente loııers in alliance with
Germany, Auştrj-a-Hungary and Bulgaria, Liberation War of 1919-22
against Greeee. Some socialist intellectuals and organisations
reaeted to these b1oody events. In addition to these external wars,
after the proclamation of the Republic, Turkey 1ived through a prot-
racted civi1 uıar due to the rebellion of the kurds in her eaştern
provi-nces. During the inter-world-rnar years of 1918-59, the Turkish
goyernment pursued on the who]e an anti-revisionist foreign policy
and in spite of the suspicions of the illegal TKP, kept her loyalty
to the Soviet friendship.

Mustafa Suphi, the future founder and leader of t}ıe TK}, who ı,r,ıas

going to be killed in January 1921 at the early age of 58, published
in 1912 a smal1 book titled Y.ag.ife-i Ten_di]ı (rrıe Civilising Mission)
about the Italian assault to the then Ottoman T,ibya. At that date
Suphi was not a socialist yet. He had studied political science İn
Paris after graduating from the ],aw school in Istanbul. His booklet
exhibits an anti-inperialistic stand, t}ıough he lacks a Marxist cons-
ciousness. He mocks stereotypes like the 'ıwhj-te man l s burden|ı used
to justify iroperi_alist invasion of underdeveloped countries. We have

to adnit that he rııas writing as an Ottoman patriot hurt by the Italian
infringement of the Ottonan lands.1
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\{

Iribyan War had caused among European socialişts wldespread pro-
tests against ltaly. (lt wi1l be remembered that even Benito Musso-
}ini who r,ıas sti1l a socialist, had opposed the ltalian aggression.)
One sui-generis Ottonan socialişt intellectual, in eorrespondence
with the British Independent f,abour Party ]-eader Keir Hardie, asked
hİn to organize a mass meeting to invite the English governmentıs
lntervention to stop this useless b]_ood.şhed..2

Ahnet Paşa was a retired Yiee-Ad.nira]- from the Ottonan Navy, and
a member of the British ILP (in al1 likelihood the only adniral j-n

that partyls ranks!). He wrote to Keir Hardie on November 15, 1911,
addresging hi,n as lıDear Sir and 3rother.''

You know that as a socialist, I an neutral. I do not wlsh to
support the Turkish government, but do good to all peoples inc_
luddng the Italians and the Arabg. There is no doubt that thls
catastrophe has to be blaned on the Turkish authorities who left
Tripoli defenceless ı,vithout soldiers open to an ltalian invasion.
They have afso provoked the Arabs to asşault the Italians and.

henee caused thig catastrophe and terror...
Keir Hardie answered his ıtDear Conrade Ahmedıış querry a month 1aterı

As you have doubtless seen frou the press we have been holding
meetj-ngs and have also written to the newspapers and we inaÜe been
also acting tb,rough the International Socialist Bureau to try to
get the war stopped. But we, in tbis eountry have been sorely han-
pered because of the attitude which oıır goyerııment has adopted to-
wards Germany and also in relation to Persia.
It 1ooks to ne as though both eountries ,,dould ırery soon be exhaus_
ted financially and. be only too glad to arrange termş of peace.'

We kno,,ü fron other documents that Ahnet Paşa was a naive, self-profes-
şed socialişt tılthout even an anti-inperialistic awarenesg. Hence, his
appeal to hls soeialişt friend.ş abroad (apparently he had no organi-
zationa1 eontacts wj.th socialişts in Turkey), again, ,was aıı. expresgion
of Ottonan patriotisn or general hunanitarianism at best.

Before Keir Hardiels predietion came true, four Ba]-kan states
declared rırar on Turkey. And she had. to conclude peace hurried]_y with
Ital_y in ord.er to flght agalnst then.

Ahmet Paşa r*T ote again to Keir Hardie on October ?8, 1912, accuslng
tbe (Czarist) Russlan and Bulgarian intrlgues for the neıı nan-slaughter
Ee also blaned otber Powers ı provocations for their selfish interests
only, and sald nDoubtlessly, sueh things wil1 not happen, onee şocia-
1isn will be in power.ll
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In another letter of Decenber 29, he conc]udes that there can be

no peace, brotherhood and happinesş in Turkey as 1ong as the Connittee
of Union and Progress exişts, sti}l bidding for power. 0n January 5ı
1911 he conplains that no European Power attempted to stop the b1ood-
shed. According to hin, in lnternal polltics Unionist officers are
utilizing the war for their own purposes to take the politlcal Bower
in their hands. He says:

...l] AJ nember of the ru]ing class organizes armles fron poor
soldiers and sends then to the front to ki1l and to get ki]-led
ln thousands, for hls personal glory, for religion and for heaven.
... The whole population of places under Greek and Bulgarlan occu-
patj-on are exiled, looted, women raped and many s}aughtered. Es-
pecially in the (Aegean) islands the Greeks are torturing and ın&§-

sacenj.ng others. fhouşands of people are enigrating here, alnost
naked. Many perlsh on the way from cold aad hunger. I can say no

human being can be wor§e than a Greek priest uho pernits such
slaughters. Moslem priests are also bad, but they at ]-east would
not allow the war prj-soners and surrendere to be

thus murdered.

Ahnet Paşa feared that the fight in the Balkans could expand into a
full-flgdged European War also, and, therefore he served as a member

in thelnternational advisory council of the European Unity League,
established in 1912 by an English Justice of Peace, Sir Max ]ıIaechter

to prevent such a genera]- armed. eonflict alread.y approachirrg.4

In yet another letter to Keir Hardie dated Jan'u;ary 2J, 1913 Ahmet

Paşa raises an inportant pointı when he accuseg the l{estern States
for pushing the furkish Goverrıment to ıındertake reformş only to bene-
fit the Christian population inştead of serving humanlty at large.

Other (Moslen) peoples are also suffering fron the saıne cau§es.
Theref ore, the people here would we]_come any pol,fer who would@
force the Turkish Government to reforns for the whole population
without any discriminatiorl. Had the (narran) allies, instead of
waging a crusade, declared war to §ave the ırıhole population from
the coınmitteels despotism and misadministrationrand instead of
looting and killing and exiling the Turks, had they established
a just ord.er for a11, they too would be cherished and weleomed..5

Ahmet Paşa ends hj-s letter by reninding his correşpondent of the pre-
cepts in the Mattheıı Gospel (v. 19, 4o, 42 & +4) about an endless
compassion and love for the enemy as well aş friends. In a few days
after he rırrote thj-s ]-etter, what Ahnet Paşa feared most, happened in
Turkey. The mi]-itary wing of the Union and Progress Comnittee toppling

eivilian

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



4

the government ııith a coup dıetat, took the power itself. Yet due to
the interna1 strives of the 3a]kan allies, nurks succeeded to recover
eastern fhrace wiıich they had 1ost to Bulgaria in the first stage of
the rıar. But salonique rıas gone to Greece for good. with the loss of
wegtern Thrace, Ottonan socialists ııere depıived of their most deve-
J_oped sectlons of nationalities. The Greek and especially the Bulga-
rian socialists had sided with their own nationalist governments, but
the.lewish soeialists who were doninant in the Salonique left, were
for the status quo and pro-|lurkish adninistration, hence internatio-
na]-ist and peace-abiding in the region.

It nust be noted here that the oıganised Ottonan-turkish socia-
1ists at the tine adopted a social-patriotisn; besides expressing
chauvinistic sJ-ogans sueh as nOttomans do not enigrate backwaıd§, but
always forward, n they said:

We sociafists, though we aıe pitiless enenies of the war, whole-
heaıtedly support the present ııar for the beneficial purpose of
serving the civilisation and 1ts progress.5

Iıle possess the texts of three more ]-etters by Ahme t paşa to keir
Hardie written in Septenber 14, october 22 aıd November 1 of 1914.

In spite of his strong pro-British sentiments, he was shocked to see
Britain in the al]iance of Russia, believing that Panslavisn vıas the
exact opposlte of all freedoms, civilisation, education, honesty,
nodesty, humanity etc. He sincerely wished that Gernany vıould break
the reactionary Russian power. In his seeond letter, he criticized
the Bnglish nonarchy and lamented the loss of traditional prestige
enjoyed by the English in the Near 3ast. Iastly, he hoped that this
b]-oodshed could be stopped through the yaluab]-e and equj-table effords
of enlightened pe,ople ]-ike his correspondent. (Kelr Eardie died in
1915.)

Mustafa Suphl who had vehemently opposed the Union and Progress
Goverrınent, subsequently was banished to Slnop on the Turklsh 31ack

Sea coaşt and fron there, he fled to Rusşia as a po]-itical refugee
just bef ore the World 'lı/ar. Af ter he became a socialist and the October
Revofution took pJ-ace, he began publishing a newspaper there in turkis.
1anguage: Yeni Dii_nya (New Viorld / Noıı,yi Mlr). Hls editoria1 article h

in its first lssue, condenned the Unionlst leaders for negJ-ecting the
general interests of the society at 1arge and causing al] these ni-
series through their short-sightednesş. Suphi started his coınplaints
ıuith the bloody revo]-ts in Albania, Yexnen, I1avran and re§ented that
fsfanic fands were being deserted as a resuft of libyan and Ba]kan
Wars. Writing in April 1918, he could not predict the inplications
of the defeat of the alliance to which Turkey belonged, but he warned
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5

the Turks about new dangers a Gerlnan yictory in the east would bring
to the peoples of Asj-a Minor. Iie incj-ted the turkish nation to action
by using their denocratic and constitutional rights. Tf they dld not
succeed in guch a struggle, he foresaw that the already established
political slavery ııould be doubly entreched with an economic slavery
too .7

iwo and a half years later, at the first Congress of the [KP, va-
ıious speakers analysed Turkeyrs situation after tbe defeat in lrlar. B

One delegate (llınet Cevat Emre) accused the last Sultans for acting
as acconplices of inperialist power§ solely for egoistic notives.
After blaning Abdulhaınid II, the speaker clained that Sultan Reşadıs
pacifism and constitutionafisn were also fa]-se. He renlnded the au-
dience tbat the Sultan was excited during tbe defence of Dardanelles
and şrote inperialistic verses in praise of Ottoınan nilitarisn. He

becane a tool of tbe Young Turk government for its Holy War and Is]-a-
nic Unifj.cation policies and signed treaties surrendering j-nportant
parts of the country to the enemy.

Anotheı delegate (ııırnı" oğıu ııattı ) in his presentation on the
question of Colonialisın, drew attention to Karl Marxls pro-Turkish
attitude against Czarist Russia during the Crirnean War, and said that
Russian Soviet State of today as the real 1nheritor of Marxıs ]-egacy,
protects Turkish peasantry against European inperi-alists.

The delegate who introduced the discussion on the Nationalities
question (llazni), spoke about the agitation by the Turkish, British
and Russian governnents of the poor nasses during the ,ıar. The Dashna]<

Aınenians incited to rebellion by the Russian 3nd 3ritish governments

were pitilessly punished by the Unionj_st Tuıkish government serving
German policy, through deportation and massacre. Greeks agitated by
the 3ritish and their own pıiests resorted to terror against inno-
cent llurkish people. Again the Young lturkish government retaliated.
Millions of poor people suffered and died as a result of inperialistic
and chauvinistic inteıests of great robbers. fhe only viabJ-e solution
is to bring doı,vn the bourgeois porf,eı, brea]c thej-r class d-ictatorship
and to establish a soclal revolution and independent Soviet government

in turkey.
A similar, but nore general hope was already voiced by a radical

j ournalist (Zekeriya Sğbl) two yeaıs ago in an articfe in Zaı.aı:
(22 august 1918) wheıe he clained that European peacc could only be

established through the inevitable victory of socialism a]-1 over the
world.9

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



6

It may be of some interest here, to note the Union and progress
governmentıs attempt at participation in the International Socialist
Congress of Stockholn in 1917. The Turkish goverııment sent delegates
of Çlofficialı' sociali*ş ostensibly representing a native Socialist
Party which uıas in fact especially created for the purpose. However,
th.e Tı;:r,ieiçh. C_eıegates were not accepted" by the lviand-ates Comm|ss1onr 1o

presumably upon the protest of the Arrnerrj-rr=.1 1 A historian of the
relations between the Turks and the Je,ıııs writes that two de}egations
were sent to Stockholn (one in May and one in August?), the first was

composed. of Nissim Masliyah (a nıember of the Ottonnan Parliament), Dr.
jİtır Muhtar Özd.en and Professor Hüseyinzade Ali Turan, in the second
lıTissirn Masliyah again took part, but this tine he was accompanied by

Salöh Cirıcoz.12 Soviet historian A.Shnurov says of the Union and" Prog-
ress government Hıhich had created in those year§ many a nationalist
(a 1oyal) workers ı organisation, that it also attempted to form a
soeiaiist party. ı'A bou_rgeois-poh_ce lSocialistt party was founded
in ıçhich capitalists, laıvyers, eyen generals were members. In ttre year
1917, this 'Socialistl bourgeoisie and their guards wanted to parti-
eipate to the International Socialist Congress in Stoekho}m, as the
Turkish Sociah_st Party. The grand vizier ralÖt Paşa even ord"ered. the
Directorate of Şecurity to prepare for this occasion a special rubber
stamp inscribed as Turkish Socialist Party.n11

|the Turkis}r government dİd not give up such attenpts after
this failure; but send. a representatlve to the Socia]-ist Internatİ-
onal's Berne Congress (who also was not adnitted) lr'FebruarY 1919ı

to seeure the peace treaties under negotıatıon to cor:ply r,rıth

socialist ideals. Yet, tlKara Sehernsi, i11 the name of the furks
residing in Switzerland, Germany and. Auştria-Hungaryıı dİstributed
to the participants a printed broehure ı ].ıe pr.oletar.iat turc au

Çon$ress s_o,ci.a].işte Interpati.onal de B_erne 1919 we know tirata
l
I

i

t

!
ı
l
1

]

i
]

i
1

l

thre author ıırho rrsed. tiılş nüme de plume was aycuııg Turkish dip1o-

mat, named_ Reşid Saffet Atabinen. He equates İhe poor in Turkey

with the proletariat and, clains that thiş is ııperhaps the world ı ş

most proletarian country.ıt In the booklet he shrinks from the

responsibility for the Armenian massaere on Turkish nationls behalf-

claining that it was the Unionist rnercenaries and tbıe Kurdish hor-
d,es who killed them. tr'urther, he draws notiee to the fact that
Anatolian. [urks I^ıere forşibly eonscrj_pted into the army and two

million Turks died as a resu}t of the war. That the author might

have been acting in his own, can also be given the benefit gf doubt "
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Towards the end of the First Wor]-d War, after the October Revo-
lution, the Ottonan anny started an invasion canpaign to the
north shores of the Caspian Sea and towards fran and Turkestan.
A sna1l group of Turkisb revolutionaries, conposed of refugee
inte]-lectuals and prisoneTş of war fron [uıkey as rııel1 as some

1ocal Tartars organised as nMoelen Socialistsıı in Moscowrvehe-
nently protested against tbis Pan-Turanian offensive adventuıe.
Mustafa Suphi, speaking at the first Congress of the Coiıintern
in Mareh 1919ı proudly told his listeners how they opposed the
Turkish inperialisn in the nane of revolution and humanity. Jıı_
the Eane speecb, he relates an example for the progross,i-vist
attitude of Turkish youth intelligentsia. In the lrniversity
of lgtanbul during the war years there were a numb er of Gernan
professors who ,ııanted the university to nominate Kaiser ıııilheln ]r,
for Nobe1 peace prlze. Thereupon the students rebel]-ed against
their teachers l pressures and proposed instead, Iıeninıs candidacy
for the prize. (This ners was also reported in Mustafa Suphiıs
Turkish language nerspaper leni Orlnya. )l§

Not alf Turkish socialists approached tbe peace isgue in such
terns. The so-catled l[urkish Socialist Party wa§ pro-British and

cherlshed hopes for England ıs proteetion. The Social Deüocrats
vJexe pro-.A.Eerican. Their leader (Dr.Iiasarı n/za) d.eclared. in the
Inperial Courp1l ııhl ch convened on 25th l{ay 1919, that they fav-
oured the peace prlncip}es pıoposed by tbe humanitarian President
Woodrow Wilson. Of course, both the Socialist and the Social Denoc,

ratic parties opposed the Anatolian resistance. Theşe tendencies
of the turkish soclalists wbo adbered to the second Intertationa]
,r"r" 

""r"$y criticised by the nore ortbodox Marxişts. | 6
\-

During the llureoJGreek War, vhich ls also called. the Turkish
Liberation strııggf e, besides tbe ıınderground tKP, there were

certaln leftist noveınentg uho trled to conpronlse socla]-isn with
Istam. ihe settlenent these people had in theiı ninds for the
Iong run waa an Islanlc peace, vhicb was peaee tn the sense of
Pax Roınana. nhey strongly supported the liberation uI4r. For ing-
tance, we read in tbe Green Aımy rnsftlons, the ttJ}L_lng: (art-
icle 11) nthe Green Arıny is an organj-zation for tbe happiness of
hunani ty. In its eyes to shed blood; to widow tbe wonen, to leave
the children helpless is the greatest eviI of the world. Tet; as
it is lnperative to destroy the present oıganization in oıder to
6ave the people from nifitarism, from their suffering under poJ-i-
ticiang, fron poverty, from the abuses of capitallsm, tıe are 1amea

tably obliged to eontinue uith ııar unti1 the realisation of our

objectıvesj' l?

§

7
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1y ereated
The l|offj-c TKP ıııhich suceeeded this organisation, adopted

an ideological position of national s truggle, elaiming that the

rich and. the poor could. unite in a coınrnon war against eanitalis.ın
if its evils caıne fron abroad and. did not eınanate internallY.'

The illega1 TKp also opted for postponing paeifisn untj_l the

fina1 victory. In their earliest ştatı.ı.tes they declared that (art-
ıcle ?) [[he Turkish Bolshevidts refuse rtıar and militarism and

all the inequalİties and injustİees d.erİvİng from them. They deem

struggle and war legitimate only untİ1 the d"estructİon of all
milİtarism and İmperialism.tı In their later prograınme, they a}so

d.emanded the organisatj_on of revo}utionary red armies for the def:ı
enee of ıııorking and farming elasses, with the same justificatıon.'

On the eve of TKP|s şeeond eongress ln August l-922 at Ankara,

the [urkish eommunişts supported. the Soviet perseeution of the SR

party 1eaders in Russia, rernembering that the temporary government

r*hich they eonstituted after the February Revolution of L9I7, kePt

up with the war waged against Turkey to şeize t}ıe Straits and some

eastern provinces.

A rıpresentative ef tbe llalon gf fıırkigh Cennuı.tat Toutb,
Icnail Egkkı, contributed fııem lgtanbul aı artiele entltled
rfhe dÜty of the furkişb 3ı,outh in the Red Youth Ueeki to the
3ulgerlan Conmunlet Partyig §ıırkioh neuepaper g§g on 16th Auguot
1922. Af,ter denouneing uar şith ctrong yords (hııman butçherieg in
the frents, i.llegltimate uar galna, capitallgtlc exploi.tation ef
the eeenomic erlsee ete.), he calle for tbe proletarian dictator-
shlp arguing that Etbe salşgtign of a natlon fron slavery and.

poverty cannet be brought about şlth the degtruct1-oa of her exter-
na1 enemies -lt ls an impossible task to aecgmpllsb_ but throrıgh
her proteetion agalaet her internal eneplee, the double-faced
cavageg uhg k111 her.n2|

The two groups, one in Ankara and one in I sing

the TKP, separately made d.eclarations of support to the Kenalİsts

fighting the Greek invad,ers and appealed to both sideş in war,

asking the ğreek comnunists to surrend"er to the Turks and the Turks

to behave b.umanely toıııard,s them. (see ||Mazbarııs speeeh_i:__r,." n:,
Congress of the Bulgarian Conrnunist Paüİy in June Lg7T;-iMazharn

wa§ a pseudonymn of Dr.Sefİk Hüşnü Değrner who represented the Is-
tanbul communİsts. The Areek delegate too gave a speech in Turkİsh

at the saıne congress. Also see the "Apppals|ı to the Turkish and
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Areek armies, published in §! !Layg!, CIrgan of eople g

Coms,ıunişt_}afly of Turkey, as the Ankara ğrolrp was known ıınder
,jı

this ,"*dÖ yet the Turkişh Comıeunist support for Muştafa Kenal

wa§ eaııtİous aad. condİtioııal. they feared, that he could at any

ıaoaeat sı,{j_teh to a ııtreac_heıou§|ı foreign polİcy and. comPromise

with the Entente statesi-fOne id.eologue exelained that İn the Page§
?A

of Aydİnıİi<, the intelleetual [urkish connnunist nonth}y journalı:
n[he pol1tical independeI.fce for ıı,ıhieh t}ıe Anato}ian soldiers
saerifieed. t}ıeir blood" ean only be establişhed on an eÇonogİe

baslsı ... If Turkey eannot be rendered into an agrleultural
oountry, a country of produetlon, then al1 the blood shed. İn

the past and. ı*İ11 be shed in tbe future ıtıl1f be a sİn aııd

a erİıne of murder against the nation and, the hıınanity at largejl
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It nust be acknowledged that the above mentioned Unionlst dele-
gates ırere really fron the 1eft wing of their party. According to a
nerıs iten in the f.,ondon Tines of Aprll 11 , 1925, one of then, SalAh
Clncoz contested in the genera1 elections for the new Aıkara Grand
Natj.onal .A.ssenbly as a ıısociallst candldate.lı
11 ''Kenalist Devrin ye Tiirkiye Pro]-etaryasf,'' trar,"l"ted into Turkish
by Giine, Bozkaya in EğIğ1a!!9 Kapitalistleşıne y Ş{"6. Kaıg.aIaT{
(Istanbulı Ant Yay., 19?0), p. 41 .

'4 .ş4, !. ?8, fı. 113.

'U .ş4, p. 85, fı. 129 and 5§! fu!-,., p. 124.

" g, p. 164.

'9 ry, pp. 787 and, 415.

" E1, fu, p. 258.

" W, pp. 268-69.

'5 ry p. 177ı Yedat Nedin Tör iı issue Nr. u (August ;g21).TÜ
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