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The Arab Factor 1n Young Tuık Politics
- Aspects from the Istanh.ı} Press -

with the Young Turk revolution of '1908 a Period of politica]. acti-vity,

socio-econoınic cİEnge and discussion Es started ln the ottoman Empirc

§hich in ııany respects prBpalted the uay for the emergence of ,ııodern Turkey.

Quite rightly the decade of Younğ Turk rule is first of all associated

with a policy having finally led to the ruin of the Ottoman state but

on the other hand - and far more important - lt is characterj.zed by

numerous positive measures and attempts of experimentating with new

methods in government and administration as we].l as by a ııery active

intellectual and cul tura1 llfe.
Furtherfior€ the Young Turk period rneans a change in the relations be,t-

ween Turks and Arabs or rather between the Ottoman gorıernment and the

Arab provinces. Until about the end of the 19th century - so at least the

prevailing yiew - the Arabs had lived in tota1 cultural and religious
hannony und8r the Protection of the Ottoman atite. Especlally the policy

of Abdülhamid had attributed specla). iııportance to the Arab provinces

and pursued a pol1cy of eııploytng Arabs 1n a11 grades of publlc ad-

ırıinistration and the army. This pollcy had completely changed after the

revolutlon and rising national ideas on Turkish and Arab side had

eventually led to the fina1 break. Above all the national and secular
policy of the Young Turks is consj.dered an important factor in the

dave]-opmant of Arab nationalisıı.
Examples of Ottoman Arabs (as Sat1 al-|{ısri, E}edi Nuri or Şeklb Arslan)

who act and stand up as Ottomans for the Ottoman state without any dif-
ference to their Turkish fellow-ci tj.zens are a first indication to ür€

fact that a great part of the Arabs certalnly far longer supported the

ottoıııan case than thls is usua]ly assumed.
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Nevertheless, the folloring remarks ril1 be restricted to some

events at the beginning of that last decade of coırııon Arab - Turkİsh
past, giving soıne infoıınation on the uny how the first appearance

of - homogeneous or norFhomogeneous - Arab groupings in and outside
the Parllament was treated by the Istanbul pr€ss.

As far as the first Arab socieğ ral-Ikha a].-cAr€bi al-cuthınanj.''
is concerned the description of lts foundation and the discussion
before throw sorne I1ght not only on the sitıation of the particuJ,er
clubrbut also on the general atmosphBre in tha earJ-y Young Tur* period,
an atııosphere of optimism, enthusiasıı foi the constlüıtion and aware-
ness of ottoman unity.

Besides that the discussion caused by an apparently anonynous
interview wtth a Syrian deputy on the political llne of the Arab
delegates in the parliament as well as specuıations on all sbrts of
rumours about the first appearance of an '.Arab Partyl are considered
interesting enough to be looked at in some detail.
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The Socie§ of Arab - Ottoman Brotherhood

Re}atively soon after the Young Turk reııolution, on the evening

of the 2nd September 1908, the first Arab soğiety"al-Ikha a1- 
cArabi

al-ctJthmani" *as constifutea ıt Beydlu's Varietğ _ Saloon".1

The foundation of the soclety was preceded by a discussion tn the

daily paperıIttifakl which had been started by Ahmet Naıim who sho$ıs

his deep concern about the forthcoming existence of a c],ub calling
itself expllcltly "Arab .2 Unde" the headline ı'An gd\/ice to our

Arab brethren" he admits - after having expressBd hıs rEspect towards

the people speaklng the language of the Qurran and a general appreciation

of the newly created conditions of the "meşıutiyet|ı - that he began to

feel qulte uncomfortable when he hBard about the idea of sı.ıch a club

and also about the one of making up a list of all Arab r€sidents at
rstanbul. fithout assuming any bad intention hs considers the use of

the teım "Arabi disagreeable fronı an Islamic point of view and üuonders

whether this did not mBan,tha beginning of a segregation in a time

when lt was acfually neCessary to strengtheh'Islamic fraternity.
A11 his reınarks are charabttirizrd by his conceı,n about keeping up

Islamic unity and supPorted by exaınples from Gur'an and Hadith as we11

as by historical examples shoring the destructive inf].uence df national
consciousness. At the end he urgently calls the new society not to
restrict itself to Arab members but to be open to al1 People and give
them the chance to learn from each other.3

only two days 1ater we find - again on the first Page - a reaction
to A.lla'ims views by Mehmed Emin 4 

who is defending the foundation
of'the society concerned by giving more 1nfonnation about it. His artj_cle
also contalns sorne remaıks on the present state of A-ab - Turkish rela-
tions as well as his personal reasons for joining the club.

1

?
J

4

Ittifak No. 18,

Ittj.fak No. 'l4,

Ittifak No. 14l

Ittifak No. 16,

3.9. 1908, P.3
30.8. 1908,p. 1

30.8. 1g]8, p. 1

1.9. t9o8,pp. 1/2

-3_
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M. Enin complalns of the discrlminating treatment towards Arabs

seeing it as a result of a tendency to generalize the perFidious and

faithless activities of Arabs like Izzet Abld and Abu 1-1-1uda during

the reign of Abdülhamid. 5

Pointİng out adrİinistrative Practices 1ike bribery, torhJre and

acquisltion of agricultural areas by force 1n the time of lzzet's
responsibility for Syria he shorrs that they were directed against
Arab interests and comes to the conc].usion that ithe uninterrupted

series and successlon of cruelties had hJrned this continent into
a ınourning-houser'. once again he appaals to the readers not to
generalize izzet| s treachery.

In this context he blaınes the newspapers for haying supported this
bad j.mage of the Arabs by publishing approprlate artic].es. To give an

exarnple he quotes from one of the papers: iAn Arab can never be as

loyal to hls Turkish master as e Turk'6 öommenting that, if the dif-
ference of nationaliğ was opposed to 1oyalty, no state should be

formed of different ethnical groups.-

Another point of criticism is directed against the paper

which j-n connexion with Abu 1-1{.ıda's banishment r€ports about the
existence of a certain committee of Arab unity in Egypt and Syria
raising the questlon whether .it was not dangerous to send a man like
Abu l-Huda to such an area. M. Emin denies the existence of that society
and criticizes agaln the paper for spreading destructl-ve news instead
of informing official authorities if there yr,as any truth in the matter.

Interesting ls the information that he apperently had been suggested
to become member of another club some time ago but had refused then]

defending the ıriew of the abso].ute necessity for all Ottomans to act
in coırıııon. He apparently also used to consider names as İArab club''
unsuitab].e because they could include an idea of segregation whereas
such a club had to be open to a11 people.

As an example he mentions the story of two Arabs ln traditional dresses
who - while they wer€ ıvalking along BabiAu 8tr€et - were irıımediately
offered a photograph of izzet by one of the streetsellers - not without
a few despicable words.

6 The name of the source ls not ınentioned.

5

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



Now the necessity of the protection of own rights and rejection
of unjustified lnsults are suüwned up among the reasons for him to
join the new society as we11 as the desire to cal1 the press for
account! '|one individuaI canıt defend the rights of a people by hirıı-

self". 7

These lines obviously sounded convincing enough to ınake A.lJaim

get rid of hls suspicions tpwaıds the new foundation as we see in an

article addr€ssed to M. Eınin 8, in which he adınits lack of information
about the society in regard to natters as the joj.nt participation of
Christians and lfuslims. He agrees with M. Eınin on the dubious role
of the press. and stresses the close relation of Arabs and Turks which
had always been without disagreement, stating that a deputy for the
Arabs could be a Turk as we11 a5 a deputy for the Tuı*s could be an
Arab. The lşlam ls seen as the connecting link nihilating al_l differences,
even creating a kind of dependency :.'The Turk couldn.t do without the
Arab, the Arab couldn|t live without the Turk. #

This opinion of extremely haımonic Turkish - Arab re]-ations is in a
way representatirıe for most retnaı{<s to be found on the topic in
in official statements at that time.

A. Naim doesn.t believe that the hostility against fzzet and Abu l-Huda
is based on the fact of their being Arabs, but only on their activities
and functions withj-n the former regj.me. He also stresses that the role
of the press should not be oveı.estimated in this connexion since l'each

word of each paper is not the interpreter of thoughts and feelings of
e nation".13

After having learned the alm of the society to aupport the Ottoman
Connittee of Union and Progress, A. Naim welcomes and congratulates
the club stressing its role and importance in' strengthening Ottoman
unity. He explains his two cıntrary statements with concern about his
country. At the same time he announces that he would not follow the
invitatj.on to the first meeting of the society. There were no doublş
on his side about the honest intentions of thB club anymore so that he
would not like to give the iınpression of a sort of .spy*.11

rttifak No. 16,

Ittifak No. 17,

rttlfak n

Itti.fak l
Ittifak ü

1.9.19Ea,pP.1/?
2.9. 1pgarpP.1/2

?
8

9

10

11
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After a].1 those discussions, trying to c]ear up the aiıns of the

societyral-Ikha was finally founded by the Syrians Nadra lfutran 12 6n6

Şefik al-ifu'ayyad. In Beyoğluls crowded VarietE - Saloon the statements

concerning basic prj-nciples of the society - as maintenance and defence

of the constitution, loya}ty to the ottoınan caliphate, equality of al1

Ottomans and iııpossibiliğ of a division of the 0ttoman state - and dB-

mands for an econoıııic strengthening of the Arab provinces and advEncement

of the provinciaI school-system in Arabic, put forwaıd by Nadra lfu tran

were fol}owed by the election of an sxecutive coırımittee, 13

The Ittifak obviously is not fully cont€nt with the result: "However,

the majority of the membBrs elected is regarded as having authority,

there should not have been some young people among them who graduated

from the highschoolsl'. The paper expresses the hope that the founders

wil1 reconsider the situation. As an a,gument for the reallsatlon of

that hope the e]-ection of Zeki ilfugamiz is mentioned who had not been on

the otiginal 1ist of recommendation but wes considered because of a

proposal from "outside", 
14

Inthecourseofthe'aveningalotofspeacheswerehe}dİ'nboth
Arabic and Turkish, and İn an atınosphere of 'rea], enthusiasm especia],ly

the ideas put forward by Nadra [futran apparently quite impressed the

audience. 'He mentioned t|,nt although the foundation of this club

was to çork for strengthening the connexion and the union beihg existent

between the ottomans it was also based on aims as to provide twice as

much participation in the favour of. education for the Arabs and to pub_

1ish a newspaper at Istanbu], serving Ottoman unity,15

12 N.'ri.rt".n mentlons the hope of foundtng the society in his memoirs

"Bğflexions dlun vieux Jeune-Turc|l, Constantlnople 1908,p,42
13 ...^. the nembers are ağ- ğerit Ğr'tar Pağa, Zeki MJğğmiz , ğğkir Efendi

,i:Eiı=i, üriıq ar_ı,ır,ayyad_?_e! aI_ Açrni, ği:tru paga at_Ayyübi, sijkrü
Bey al_ Husaynİ, run"rri'u-ia;a' al_irahiümi, Nadra lfutra-n Bey, YuTsuf sitr5., Bey

14 ıttif.ı. No. 18, 3.9. 1908r p.3
15 lttlfrr No. 18ı 3.9. 1908, p.3
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Not only Arabic speeches l1ke the ones by Şefik al-iıfu'ayyad or

iiehrned Emln are presented but also Turkish ones, for example by the

edİtor 1n chief of the'Tttifak'in which he exPresses his congratulations

for ı|the ideas of the socleğ serıring Ottoman union and haıTnony" or the

one by a najor of the ınilitary forces about the l|Comııittee of Union and

Progress'| and ı'Ottoman fraternityn as a basis for 'lOttoman union|', a

speech which was followed by the slogani "Long live the Commlttee of

Union and Progress".
In a very much applauded and enthusiastic speech on Ottoman unity,

constih.ıtion and fr€edom the speak€rı s sentance ı "Nobocly will be ab].e

anymore to seize ou.r freedom froın us" i5 answered by the audiençe:"Even
j.f we die we won I t giııe it. ı' 16

The festivity ended with a "qaslda" by the poet cAziz Efendi Eacb who is
praisi-ng frtedom and equality: ııFrom now on our path is justlce,
fratemity, 'equality, freedom.İ, but also nentioning the Padishahı"Long

Ii\re Sultan Abdülhamid Han, the Padishah of the goveıTıınent of constitu-
tion and consultation. " 17

The foundation of the society is of course highly ıelcoııed by the

Arab press in Istanbul which wishes all success to el-Ikha in realizing
its c,ims. 18

As far as the Turkish press is conceıned it seems to continue to ].ook

in a positiw way at al-rkha. At Ieast this seems to be indicated by a

remark in the Sabahı "... there are really patrj-ots among the officials
of thj-s socj-ety". The paper continues its inforrnation on a1-Ikha by

explaining the eims of the c].ub to 1ts readers: "ThB achJal organization
of the society concerted consists of support for the government j.n pro-

tecting the constifution and spreading and generalizing education, trade

6nd industry among the Arabs too." 19

16

1?

18

19

Ittlfak No. 18,3.9. 19O8

translatlon of the Qasida in Ittifak No. 18

al-cAdl No. 1, 5. 11.1g]8, p.3
sabah No.6905 15. 12. 1908rp.3

3.9. 1908
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Not very 1ong after its first meeting the club obviously managed

to find a place in Çağaloğlu, Kapa1ı F:_rın Sok., *hich was able to

function as a ıneeting centre for its membersrand announced that in
different papers. 20 It mıst also have been in this centre where

the deputies of the Arab provinces werB welcomed in quite a Pompous

way by high officials and members of the club in the morning after
thoir arrival. 21

At the end of 19o8 the paPer "Insaf" announces the intention to
start - ıiithln the general context of 'lthe duty to bring forward for
consideration the necessary renaİ*s on publİc and pri lfate ideas whİch

the honorab].e deputies express during parltamentary discussions and

to defend or reject mattersras Oisputes resulting fı.om e]emental
conGverslons and other personal circumstances, which were to be de-
fended or rejected" - to present to its readers ''ı,hich servj.ces
relatj.ve to all Arab nBglons the speeial Arab society constituted
under the name 'Ottoman brotherhood' w6s worklng for so far...on be-
half of state and natlon.'' 22

1o days later we are inforrned by an article that the discussion
about the societyıs name doesnit seem to have stopped and a few people
thought about changing the name into l|Uhuvvet-i osmaniyye cemiyeti''
(Society of ottoman Brotherhood) but it doesn.t sBem likely that this
demand was actually realized. Nevertheless İİnsaf" continues to appre-
ciate this idea with remar*s like 'ıAs far as this 23is concerned ...
it is extraordtnary praisworthy.. adding the well-known ıriew that it
was more reasonable to look for the benefit in the midst of a],1 0tto-
mans. 24

In February 1909 "al-cAdl'. announces the first nuınber of a paper
ca].led "a].-Ikha a].-cuthmani'' publlshed Uy Şerll< al-[futayyad, one of
the founders of the society and also deputy of Damascus. The paper
is introduced as the officlal ..mouthpiece'' of the clrb.Zs

a

21

22

?3

24

rnsaf No. 10, 13 Teşrirnl sant 1324r p.a (-?§. 11.19i]8); rnsaf No. 11,
ZoTeşrirri sanl 1324rp..3(-3. 12. 19t]8J;Şams aı:Adela No.9rp.6 25. 11.1908
"§ince the 'Society of Arab - Ottoınan brotherhoodn has moved to a building
1n _Kapalı Fırın Sok. No.S near the retirement fund of the Miilklye in
Çağaloğlu it ls announced that ııambers of the socl"ety can apply'every
evenlng after 8 o.clock to the socleğ - centra. n

Insaf No. 12, 28 Teşrlrı-i san1 1324 (-l'1. Ie. lSOa)
Insaf No. 15, 18 Kanun_ı: 6w61 1324 (_s1. ız. 19os)

the change of name

Insaf No. 16,28 Kanun-u Bwel ,t324 (-ıo. ı. ıEs) 25 al_iAdl No..t5,12.2. 19o9,p.?
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According to some other infor. nation the Arab paper "ğaıns aü-cAdğla"

pub].1shed at rstanbul in 1908/09 had also been closeJ.y connected to

the society ql-rkha.6
In the YoÜng Turk paper 'Tanin" al-Ikha is nıainly mentioned in re-

gard to certain events ln Syria: ln January 1909 the paper tells that

according to raports from Syria the poPulation had started protests

against Beşld tfu tran and a society al-Ikha al-cArabi following demands

for Syrian autonomy. rn a letter to the tıTanin" al-Tkha al-cArabi
al-cuthmani, rstanbul , strictly denies any relation between Reşict

ifutran and t}ıe society and assurBs that "the society's aim consists
of trying to reduce differencas ...between the Ottoman e].eınents".P

AJ.though a].-Ikha was closed after the counterrevolution of the 31 tıılart

the society neverthaless appBared "jn'public" once again in tılay 1909

protesting against an article on reactionary movements in Syria in the
iTaninn whlch descrtbes ln detaiI the thraats and activities of the reaction

by excusing some leaders of exploiting the masses in order to gain

advantage for themselves: nAta Paşa Bekri, Abdülkadir al- lAğlani and

two or three sheykhs mentioned are the founders of the societies al-Ikha
al-cArabl and Ikhe al-tıfuhammadi in Damascus and are working for the

deception of the naive population and for ralsing a feeling of aversion

against the constitutlon to ensure their own personal adııantage.' 28

Al-Ikha, Istanbu1, again strictly denies any İonnexion with the

indivj,duals concerned and stresses that there u.ere also no branches

or representatives of the society in Syria, e statement, which the
İTanin|' considers falsed lnforrnat1,on. The Paper also expresses its
surprise about the fact that societles llke a1- rkha al-cArabi and

al-rkha a}-ıfuhammadi stil]. exist:"sJe were thinking these societies
*ould try and Iet not hear their own names after the reactionary
event of the 31 iarch which had brought to 1ight the true nature

of such societies. lı rn this context the "Tanin|' trles to show the corı-

aexions of the club with 6yria by giving information about its sup-
posed branches ln Arabian lands E and the society'ş personnel affairs
in Damascus.S

A1- Ikha al-cArubi al-cutiunani was succeeded 1n 1ts function as

a centre for Arabs at rstanbul by the nliterary Club" al-ıfuntada
al-Adabi which as founded in suİıİner 1909.

6 Tanln 30.3. 1912
Ü Tunin 18. ,ı. 1909

E Tanln 18.5. 1909a aDoarentlv around Zl{JOr.nln Zo. S. lSOg
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As for Areb parliarnentary actiwİty a first 1ndication to a view of

regarding the Arab deputies as a specia1 group is found in the Otto-
man pr€ss shortly befor€ the opening of parliament when the daily paper
iServet-i Fünun" 31published the unshortened ııersion of an 1nterview

with one of the Syrlan delegates 32.

In that the deputy assunes a number of at 1east 70 Arab meııbers of
parliament in the first chamber Sand glves his opinion on the atti-
tude of the Conrnittee of Union and Progress towaıds the Arabs in the
l'meclis-i ünebusan". He declar€s that ther€ had not been proposed any

cooperation by the Corıunittee so far and also - in contradiction to usual
official ı€marks- stı€sses the fact of lack of agreemant between the

two groups. only a change of the Young Turk prograrrııne could eliıni.nate
differing points of view and create. the conditions for an understanding.

rn regard to the feasibillty of a cooperation wtth other ethnj,cal
groups his statements sound far more optlmistic. Joint action with
Greeks, Armenians and A].banians should be certainly easier under the
present circumstances, with corrıınon aims and ideas although there hacj

not existed any basİs to act on together befoıe.
Apart from that he trles to avoid coarments in this context, 1eauing

the reporter's question on hls 1ikely reaction in case of an appearance

of national problems in thB chamber unanswered arıd lılames him instead
for trying to discover opinions before the events acfually happen.

He a].so expresses the assumption that the Young Turks rould try not to
give place to the emergence of national problerns - without forgetting
to mention, howe\,/er, the unity of the Arabs and their'readiness for
resistance.

For '|Servet-i Fünuntr this interview ls nothing else than a reporter ı s
fantasy: "We ar€ expecting the Arab deputies *hose brotherly thoughts,
hopes and feelings wE have not the slightest doubts in to r€ject and

deny that " is the siınple expectation.

Arabs in parliament

31 S"rıret-i Fünun (daily paper) No. 1ğ7, .1B Teşrin-i sani 1324 (_1.12. ıgOe)
32 -.-- There is no name mentloned. The 1nterıriew ms published first ln the Greek

paper Anagenisis and is taken from thaL
33 Thr", were 6O Arabs 1n ttıe first chaııbar.

serrıet-i Fünun İo. 16?, 18 TeşrJ.rı_i sani 1324 (-1. 12. 19os)
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OnJ.y a few days later - fol1owİng the second publtcation of the
interview in the 6r€ek paper - we find a ı.,eaction to it by Şefik
al-ifu'ayyad, depuğ of Damascus, ııho obıriously feels responsible for
co,ırnenting that 8ıatterı "untiI r€cently there Esnlt any deputy of
Syria here besides myEelf and as for ıİe r have newr made such a

statement.'35
In hİs artlcle he str€sses the strict Arab loyalty which would

ne\rer giııe way to any airıs being opposed to the stateıs public 1nter€sts.
Talking about the political linerthe Arab deputies in the charnber were

about to follow,he mentions basic principles 9s the indivisibility
of the Ottoman Empiıe, deep respect and ııeneration towards the sul-
tanat€ and total equallğ of al1 inhabltants. He continues: ı'I strongly
hope that in general the deputles of the Arab prcvinces wil1 attempt
to perform good ıork r€fErring to all sincere and rilllng people and

especially in consent with the Turkish Elenent to carry out the necessary
refoıms in matters of state accoıding to temporal anU local conditions,
to create manufacture and activi,ties of public woık everywhere in the

ottoınan lands ...and to apProach nhatever the deııelopınent of prosperity
and improvement and the rise of glory and mlght dgpends on, under the
conditlon of establishİng a .. real admlnlstration securing the freedom

not kncwn yet and othBr huıııan rights by adJusting existing laws and

orders or intoduclng new ones." S
interesting is the only slight reservation expressed: before the

elections some delegates apparently had assumed certain obligations
u/hich, whatever there naüıre may be, are Şaid to have no connection
with their Arab voters. Şefik al-lfu. ğyyad is not abl+or doesnıt want-
to give any infor.ııati-on on the background of the affair and refers to
the necessiğ of a meeting to take place after the arrivel of all Arab
deputies to discuss the matter. The ArEb wter, howeııer, thatis what
he is sure about, agrees with the views of Arab strategy mentioned

"bore.37

35 se"r.t-i Fünun No. 1?1 ,23Teşrin-i sani 1fı24 t-6.12. 1908)
36

37 ır ,ı
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Şefik al-ifuıayyadrs statements donlt reınain without an answer but

provoke the reaction of one of his Arab colleagues.ğ Oasrm Zeynel,

deputy of Jidda, in generaI apPar€ntly approves Şefik al-ii.ı'ayyad's
way of rejecting the content of the interview concerned, nevertheless
he considers a few ltems of the article worth of coırınent. Al-ifuıayyadls
reflectlons glve the iınpr€ssion, he says, as if he had wanted to present

his own personal principles to the world and at the same time tried to
call in question the other Arab delegates as well as al1 Arabs in general,
creating by that an aüıosphere of dissension, whi.ch ach.ıally was an

attrlbute of the old regime, a fact he J.s dascrlblng at extent. Qasım

Zeynel clearly shows his disagreement with the Syrian deputy ğ stating
that neither he himself nor any of his colleagues would accept a ıriew
].ike that. In this context he explicitly calls attention to the existence
of a - erıen if very smalI - group of people who stil1 tried to sow dis-
cord between Arab_Tur*ish fraternity.

Talking about certain "obligations" of Arab deputies 8asım Zeyne1 is
very sure that they are not combi.ned with any negative attitıdes but
could have taken place within a 1lmit of kind intentions and patriotism
only.

Besides that he stands up for a defence of Young Turk policy towards
the Arabs by remarklng sarcasticly that he had heard about some initia-
tives aj.ıning at the protection of Arab rights ias if the Gorrıınittee of
Union and Progress had digested and hidden Arab rightsı'.39 The A"ab
delegates at least would not pay any attentlon to rumours like that.
Qasııı Zeynel says that there was no polnt for Tuı*s to setze any Arab
right since they had had to suffer in the same way from the period of
despotism, or even more. The present period is considered a time of
transition where even al1 sorts of gosslp had to be tolerated for the
sake of the aiııs to be achieved.

He elso adds that in his view the Arabs had chosen their delegates
to represent theıı by being 'lottoman deputiesıı but not to be İ€presentatives
of a tribe or sma],l coııırı.ınlty.

servğt-1 Fünun No. 1?4, 6 Teşrtrri sani 1324 (-s. ız.,ısoo)38
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Furtheımor€ Qas:,ın Zeynel uonders what people like the Syrian
delegate might expect or hope. 'Do they want to lirıe 11ke an India,
Algeria or Turkestan? That's what r donıt understand. i canlt under..
stand it and T don't want to understand it elther. §demonstrates
explicitly the differing views of two Arab ıne,nbers of parliament.

Referring to the circumstances of his owrı election Qasım Zeynel
reports that he had been chosen wlthout having announced any programme

for his activity in the chamber h.ı t very sl.ıply because he has been

known to the Population because of his good r€lation to the Tuı{<s,

a r€lation which he İs determinöd to continue ln thls positive way.

Iiithout forgettİng to mention the often quoted ıeasons for the close
connection of Turks and Arabs ı.vatano (motherland ) and ''din'' ( rel igion]
he announces his resistance against a11 elements who ııant to destroy
Arab-Turkish ffiendship and harmony. 'rlVhoever it is ril]. be opposed
and contrary to hin in the |meclis_i mebusan ı together with all my

colJ.eagues", so putting an end to a first nappearance",of Arab members

of parliament in the ottoman Pr€ss at grBater 1ength.

About two months after the openlng of the parliament the rkdam
reports about ıneetlngs of the Arab deputies4z In th" house of Nafi
PaŞa, deputy of Aleppo1 aİınİng at the foundation of a politicaI party ı
'lthelr intentions consist of fiıing a political path for themseI\,,es
in the ımeclis_l mebusanr and following üıat path''.€ rn discusslons
apparently lasting at tlmes ha].f of üıe night they agreed on üıe
following to be included as deüıands in the party|s prograruıe:

-"the right of appolntment in degrees of the relation of population
figures belonging to each part of the populatloni (proportional
representation)

- strengtheni.ng of the fundaınental ties of Ottoııan uni.ğ

N
41

42

Servet-l Fünun No. 1?4, iF Teşrin-i 9an1 1324 (-S.lZ. lSOa)

apparently morE than 60 pBople froın E}agddd, Aleppor.oaınascus, Basra,
Trab}ı.ısgarb, Hlcazı Yemen, üozul, Bengaz{ and Jeıusalem as well as from
zor and iıardlnJ

Ikdarn 1o.2. 1909
.+J
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,14-
- deterrnination of those parts of the constlb.ıtion requiring change

- consideration of speclal local interests 1n ınatters of education
and public work

- possibility of maııbership ln the Arab party for aII deputies
accepting this prograııme

- contact to all other partieİ4whose pr.ogra,ıme is not basically
contrary to this programme

44 ııoam ıo3J9o9_
45 T.nin t6. 1. 1909
46 T"nln 16. 1 1909
O7 dir.g"""."nt ygere apparentiy on].y conceryred ulth details as to

which council a cartain matter should be transfsı?ed to

Only a few weeks earlier the question of partias had been dlscussed
in the|Tanin'by Hüseyin Cahitzls, who mentions the general fear of a
possible establishment of national parties in the parliarnent. Taking
notice of the event, howaver, that Reşid lfutranls manifest with dş
nands for an independent adminlstration in Syria was diaappro\ı€d
immediately by the Arab deputiBs and a].so protested against in foım of
telegraphs coming from §yria seeıns to be reason enough for him to come

to the conc],usion: ''Th6 Ottornan Parliaııent in its present state is
definltely not inclined to nationa1 policy. '' 6

|-tiseyln Cahit speaks of the large support for the Young Turk programme
even by norı-meınbers of the comnıittee and considers the unaniınous accep-
tance of the constiü.ıtion an erıidence for that.

The lack of contrary views in basic matters 47i" 
"1"o seen as an

important fact urithin üıe explanatlon why polltical parties we!.e not
establishej so far. stil1 each matter was tr€ated separately and groups
constib.ıted accoıüing to the problem concerned. Howewr, in H,üseyin
Cahitıs view there aefinitely did not exist ğny politicaI parğ in
the parliament.
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Noı, on 10th Febnıary 1909€ ttıe'Tanin49 expresses lts opinion
on e changing sih.ıation in the chaınber and announces the foundation
of an oppositional party with regard to an article 1n 'rndEpendance
Belge'l. Tt reports that ther€ had coıne into being a party of about
12o members which exlsted out of Tur*s, a blg part of the Arabs and

all Armenlans and Greeks and ryas holding the pollcy of Kami1 Paşa.
The members of the party wou].d be actlng together in a].1 matters re].a-
ted to public lnterests bı.ıt wou].d be free td rıote according to their
convictions as far as special national interests were conceıned.

The article reports about an aünosphere in the ımeclisı being dif-
ferent than usual, calls attentlon to en exceptionally long motion
in regard to ııarious topics whlch had been 'signed by about 50 deputies
and wonders whether that event could be associated wlth the formation
of the party appar€nt].y constifurted.

The Tanin now stressBs the importance and advantage of an oppositional
party in general but nevtsrtheless the Paper _ closely connected with
the Young Turks -.cönsiders the first appearance of the new party, of
course, a failure. Even some of the motion.s signers apparent]_y gave
up supporting the rnatter ln the courşe of the debate.

There remalns the question about the tdentity of this new party and
its programme, and even if the paper decj.des not to follow the rnatter
further it can.t help escaping to accuse the Belgian papea of distribut-
lng "wrong 1nformation'' S or dlscuss the question of posstble reasons
of that separation.51

One day 1ater 52 the disğussion about the opposltional party changes
its directİon by considBring the article about an ''Arab party'' in the
Ikdaıı rnentioned ebove. The 'Tanin 'imınediately stresses that it thought
the event to be quite unJ,ikely İn the way it was reported and draws
attention to the patriotlc ideas and feelings of the Arab members of
parliament who could not be imagined to act like that.

€th. 
=.r" date as the ıkdam article mentioned above

4gHü""yin Cahlt : 'The fir§t clash' in ıTanin 10.2. 1909
ff 1in" exaggereting the rumber of party mgnbers
51 T"nin 10.2. 1909
52 T.nin 11.2. 1909
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As far as the progranırne is conceıned the papar expresses the con-
viction that it contaİned a national polnt of view even if the ai,ıı
of strengthening ottoman unlty is explicit].y mentioned. Giving r€asons
for considering the content of the Programme opposed to ottoınan uniğ,
the consequences of a realisation of prnportional representation within
areas as parlianent and ciül seryice are summed up as support for e
growing independent liırj.ng of each ethnica1 group. Proportional ı€pre-
sentation would 1ead to dlsregaıd for the priority of ability in favor
to ethnica1 standpoints and also become a threat to Turkish as the only
officia]. language. Alltogether this article of the programme meant the
wish for the independence of each ethnioal group.

Referring to üıe protection of loca], interests demanded

in connection wİth education etc. {localr' is to be replaced by İArabİ

- at le.ist in the Taninrs opinion - since the consideration of all the
different loca1 interests İn an ar€a as Iaİge and oEnifo],d Bs the Arab
provinces could nEver be combined under a common prograrnme.

Apart frorn that the paper thinks that the existence of a local
perliament (meclis-i umumi) in each proıı:ince shou].d be enough to
guarantee the maintenance of local lnterests. According to the pro-
gramme - so tTanin'- there rvas also no doubt that this party wou].d erı-
courage the foundatj.cn of other parties on a netional basis.S3

Then, on 12th February 1909 we fj.nd news about statements of Arab
deputies either denying any connection rith such a parğ or saying
that the event had not taken place as described in the 'Ikdamrı and
especial}y that there were no national ideas to be foIlowed up.54

In the tkdam'the ınatter is brought to an end in a letter by Flj.za
|\ü.,ı r (deputy of SinopeJ who expresses his satisfaction with Nafi Paşa.s
explanation in regard to the supPosed tArab Party6. In his 1ines
Riza |ü.ır admits hİs foımer concerns about the dangerous consequences
of national parties possibly foundBd in the parliament, conceıns which
had been completely dispel].ed now.

Tanin 1 1.2. 1ff]9

Tanin 'l2.2.19o9 (and Tanin 13.2. 1909 urithin the answer to an article inthe Greek Paper Prolodos conceınlng supposed national partles in thepar3.iarnent)
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Nafi Paşa had assur€d that the new party was not r€strİcted to
Arabs but open to all Ottoman deputles - being a party of Ottoman
moderation (osmanlı itida1 fırkası). ''The Arab deputies deflnitely
never met to negotiate for special Arab interests and ıril]. nether
meet to do so either."55

rn trarch 1911, however, once morB an Arab group is mentioned

whose members decid€d to keeP on belonging to thej,r different parties
in fı:ture but to unita in Arab mattersF6

55

56
rkdam 13.2. 1909

Tanin 22.3. 1911
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