END OF AN EPOCH

By Nermin Menemencioglu

Late in September 1918 the Grand Vizier Taldt Pasha peturned from
a visit to Berlin deeply depressed. The mood in the German capital
had been one of imminent defeat, Indeed, rather than urgsa their allises
to produce a final effort, the Germans seemed anxious for Bulgaria
and Turkey to seek an armistice, so that the ostensible reason for

their plight should appear to be that these had ‘abandoned the war.il)

This was precisely what Bulgaria was about to do, When the rsturn
train stopped at Sofia station, Talét Pasha was informed by both the
Ottoman and the Bulgarian personalities awaiting him that th7éulgar-
ian front had collapsed. The burly Grand Vizier reeled undsr the
impact and exclaimed, 'I wish,I had not lived to hear this news!’

He was pale and confused on arrival in Istanbul, but managed to put
off the journalists waiting for him with a Joke or two before he wmsant
off, first to the offices of the Committee of Union and Progress

and then to the Palace, to give the Sultan his report. 'All is ovsar,'

he confided to his intimate friends on the way.

On the 2nd of October Fethi (Okyar), Minister of the Interior,
resigned from the cabinet, The entire cebinet presented its resignation

on the 8th.

Reluctantly bowing to the inevitable, Enver Pasha (for hse,
pernhaps alone;, s8till had moments of optimism) sent the army command
and different units a message informing them, as Chief of the General
Staff of the Army Command (a change introduced in his title by Vahdet-
tin, who did not wish to share that of Commander-in-Chief with anyons)
of the end of the war, At the same time he sent out a farewell message

as retiring Minister of war, Some higher officers were moved to reply,



2

assuring him of their loyalty. In spite of everything hies prestige
remained high, especially with those officers whom he hsd promoted
in cerrying out his semy reforms, but also with the comradds of his

Military Academy days and of his Union and Progress activities,

The dashing young 'Freedom hero' about whom the nation had besn
singing patriotic songs since the revolution of 1908 becams Minister
of War on 3 Janusry 1914 by the simple expedient of announcing to the
then Grand Vizier Prince Sait Halim Pasha that he wanted the job,
'Are you not a bit young?' asked the startléed Grand Vizier, and whean
he saw the confirmation of the news in a newspaper Sultan Mehmet Re\wt
is said to have exclsimed, 'He is much too young!' To be sure the
daring young man knew that he was backed by many officers and by
members of the CUP, though it ‘i8 not certain that Taldt, then Min-
ister of the Interior, was enthusiastic about the idea. At the same
time he was promoted to the rank of Pasha, and a few days later was
appointed Chief of Staff and Vice-Generalissimo of the army (the

Sultan holding the rank of Generalissimo theoretically).

The only person who seemed surprised at these lightning promo-
tions was General Otto Liman von Sanders, head of the German milimaﬁi
mission which, after length negotiations, had had its contract signed

in November 1913 and had arrived in Istanbul on 14 Decembear,

The mission was assigned offices in the War Ministry, where
lszet Pasha was an old friend of von Sanders. Early in January Izzet
Pasha did not appear at his own office and sent von Sanders word
that he was "i111', The German general went to visit him st his res-

idence the next morning and learned thst he had had to raesign.




Late the next day von Sanders was visited ~t his office in ths
Ministry by Enver, resplendent in o general's uniform, whe informed

him th~t he was the new Minister of War.(z)

'Soon friction srose between Enver and myself,' comments von

Sanders,

Enver stresight away began the wide-sweeping/ reform of the army
expacted of him, Olﬁ%r officers were replaced by young men, and those
comgituting 8 possible danger to She Unionists by men in favour of

them, Over s thousand officers were involved in these changes,

Apart from rejuvenating the army command, the idea wes to separate
it completely from politics, a problem persisten}é%resent in Turkish
public life. Those officers who inaisted on playing & political role
were to be ruthlessly eliminated from the army. Curiously enough, &the
person effecting these chamges was himself so politically active thatl
in the war years he came to be considered a member of the "Triumvirste?
which exercised dictatorial powers in the country. His names was geén-

erally cited in second place;, Talft, Enver end Cemel, but he masy well

have been the most important of them, thanks to his contrcl of the army.

On March 5 1914 Enver married a princess of the Ottomsn dynasty,
to whom he had been officially engaged for some time: Naciye SultaQQB(
daughter of Silleyman Efendi, the sixth son of Abdil Mecit, and there-
fore tha niece Of Abdill Hamit, Mehmet Regat and the heir to the throne
Vahdettin - /all older sons of the same monarch, Enver thus becam- a
damat, a son-in-law of the reigning family. His bride Naci, s Sultan
was on%? fourteen ~t the time of th~ marrisge, & rather spoilt young

girl vho. w-s accustom~rd to h-ve her every whim satisfied and to spend

money extravagantly,
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The enrngement hnd been based only on the exchange of photogrophs.
The nikéh, simning of the marriage deed, also took plnace without the
couple having set eyes on each other, On Enver's insistence the
princess visited him in hospit~l, where he lay recovering from an

append icitis operation in December 1913,

At first the couple lived in Naciye Sulten's house in ths
elegant suburb of Nigantag, where the wedding, a rether sumptucus
affair with separate mesls servedpfor the men an&women guests, had
taken place, After six months thé&,@pved to an independent mansion
in Kurugegme, on the Bosphorus, with a separate summer house on

the hills above,

Here at Kurugegme, oxcept/;or tours of inspection, Enver Pasha lived
the war years, in a luxury to which hia wife wns accustomed but

which he had never known before, It was here thnt the Amaricen Am--
bassador, Henry Morgenthau, visited him, ‘an extremely nent and
well-groomed ob ject', when he was nursing an infected toe, wondering

a little at the splendour of his surroundings, in grert contrast %o
those of Talft Pasha, then Grand Vizier, who lived in an ‘old, rickety,
wooden three-stody dbuilding' in a modest quarter of the city, with

08
an}egraph instrument on a wooden table in the livingroom to remind

him of his past.(h)

In August /1914 Enver c-erted the rather mysterious Spsecial

Organization (Teskilati liahsusa) composed entirely of voluntesr

officers, most of thaem his followers for some years past, The org-
anization was unier his control, and furnished with secret funds
from the wWer Ministry, Its first head wsas Sllleyman Askeri, a son

of Vehip Pasha, vetersn of muerilla warfrr- in Thrace and member

of the CUP before 1903, The nims of the Specinrl Organi:z- tion were
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never very clear, any Yore than those of Enver Pashe himeelf, As
Galip Vardar, an active member of the Organizationm, put it, ‘No one
could follow the imagination of Enver Pashe,It was useless %o try to

fathom it. He flew up in the skies, never coming down to earth.'(5)

The grandiose plans of the Organization wers to 'ereate troublfe’,
on the one hand for England, particularly in Indiaiashxxgypt, and on
the other in the Trans-Caucasian lands of Rnsaian Tuardom, with a
view to effecting their union at some later date tpkih@ Ottomen Empirs,
Were Enver's aspirations Pan-Turkish (or Pan~Touran an )?His biographer,
Sevket Siireyya Agdenmir, states firmly that they Iurf\hpt Before all
slse he was an 'Ottomanist', an advoocate of the Otﬁoman‘qoncaption
of empire. If anything, he was under the inglugnoce bt Abdﬁ& Hemit's
Pan-Islamic activities, for he ‘was himself deeply relig&QPa and
believed in the unifying strength of Islam, Pan-Tuﬁkism wai mora &
matter of policy, to be used as a reenforcement 'hqr noedad\‘\)

K.

The emphasis was on enlarging the Ottoman Empiro, batner than

saving the Turks who lived outside it, They wero \Qrothers , it de

true, but also they were potential subjects, all the more eo since

t

\ %
\
\

The Teskilat was amply financed, and as soon as TQrqu enterad

they shared the same religion,

the war it sprea=d its activities in many lands. Its apJq}nl agenta
were aided by bands of irregulsrs, rather 1ike those who'?gd fought
in Thrace befdére the revolution of 1908, of which Sﬁlaymaﬂ,Askori
had been a member, These agents committed acts of sdbotagﬁ‘ip Geor-
gla, Armenia and Azerbei jan, Others soncentrated in Arab 1and§ and
helped ¢reste dissension with the judicious distribution o? Ottoman
gold where 1t wsas thought to be most effactive, St1ll others oﬁer—

atad in the Balkans.(?)
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Two asctive members of the Tenkilat were the brothers Egref and
S8ami (Heci Sami) Kuggubagioflu, sons of Abddl Hamit's herd faloonery,
Haci Sami was particularly active in the ares in which Enwver Pashe
was to end his 1ife,

Though it may have been vague in its aims, the Tegkilati Mahsusa
is proof of a certain continuity in Enver's manner of thinking -
the thinking which led to his Caucasian campaigns, and eventually
to his Turkistan adventure,

+ 4+ 4+

From the beginning of the war Enver Pasha gave his attention ﬁE’
the fighting on the Russo-Turkish frontier, but with disastrous re-
sults for the Turkish armies, The campaign of Sarikemig, December
1914 - January 1915, resulted in the loss for the Third Army not
only of most of its artillery, but also of 75,000 »en out of a
total of 95,000 -~ dead,.wounded or sick (2 great number éus to
frostbite) prisoners or deaerters.(a) Winter conditions in that
part of the country were particularly severe, the snow often reaching
a man's height, the roads/few and rendered impsssable. The soldiars
were clad in summer uniforms, their rations frequently consisted (_
merely of flat bread, The intolerable conditions brought sbout an
incressing number of desertions, often aided by neighbouring villages
which provided a refuge for those fleeing from the battlefield,

Many of the desertears organized themselves into bands, or gets,

which roasmed the countryside, raiding here and there,

Throughout the period the local population of these areas
was in s /state of constant uph~aval, towns abandoned, whole villages
completely burnt out and their inhabitants, whether Christiasn or

Moslem, massacred by ths corresponding enemy,., The Turkish Armenians
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joined the Russians as 'volunteers' and fought ageinst Turkey, After
the campaign of Sarikamig there was a wholesale massacre of fhe Mos-
lems in the province of Kars, And after the advance of the Ruseiane
on Erzurum in February 1916 the territory of some 250,000 Turks

fell into Russisn hands, though it was previously 'cleesnéd by the
retreating Turke of every sheep, cow and horse, of All hey, berley

and wheat, and of all housing accomodation.'(g)

Especially rigorous weathear conditions during the winger of 1916 =~
17 virtually put a stop to fighting on the BEasstern Anatolian front,
though not to the disintegration of the Turkish army groups there
which lost several thousand more men in thet times °'All corpe hed been
reduced to the strength of divisions, divisiobs to that of regimenta,

and regiments to that of battalions or even OOﬂp&nigg.|(l@)

By the spring of that yesr, it was the Russians® turn, After the
Kerensky revolution ecrowds in Moscow demonsirated their dislike for

'{mperialist' wars snd shouted, 'We do nmot want the pardenelles, ' 1)

Thousands of Russian soldiere began to 'demobilize' themselves, egger
to abagdpn the war and returh to their homes. With the Bolshevik rav-
u T ion

L
olution and its promise of redistribhbhon of the land, this move=-

ment was accelerated,

On the afternoon of 26 November 1917 the Germans recéeived the
Soviets' formal. proposal for an armistice. Lengthy negotiationstook
place at Brest-Litovsk (ironically enough, the Germans were hosts %o
the Russiane in territory captured from them). The actual treaty wes
not eigned until 3 March 1918, It returned to Turkey the aanjaks of
Kars, .frdahan and Batum which Russia hsd annexed in 1878, with the
oroviso of a popular plebiscite, HMeanwhile the sanjaks were reoccupied

by Turkey.
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While the naegotistions for the Treaty of Brest-Litovek ware
going on, 2 Trans-Caucasian Federation w~s set up, comprising the
three very different countries of Georgis, Azerbai jan and Armenia,
This Federstion sant delegates to a separate conference with Turkey
which met at Trebigzond (Trabzon) on the lithe March, On 6 April the
Trans-Caucasian delegates were presented with an ultimatum demanding
their acceptance of the Tresty of Brest-Litovsk, which, af'ter frantic

telegrams to Tiflis, they consented to.

With Soviet hegemony not yet fully established and Russia's
Caucasian dependencies in a turmoil, the time seemed ripr to Env@r\'
for a renewal of his aspirations in the direction of Agerbai jen, and
'the projection of Pan-Islamic revolt against the British into
Afghanistan, northerh Persia snd northern Ind1§;. et For this
yighly sensitive manoﬁ&vro s much of it dependent on oppertunity,
Enver nesded leaders capable of unferstabding his half-expressed
motives, These he chose from his own family, His uncle, Halil Pashs,
had already been appointed gcommander of the group of armies im the
East, Enver now appointed his half-brother Nuri to the command of the
Army of Islam, which, when established in Azérbai‘an, was to be re-

enforced by local detachments, i

Ruri, then in Tripolitania, was only a lReutenant-colonel.
In the event his rank was raised to that of Pashs by an impepial
ferman, His army we to be under the over-all command of Hslil Pashsa,
These two members of Enver's family were to be in entire control

of the operation,

Travelling with a small staff of ebout 25 officers via Syrisa,
Iraqg‘and Parsia, Nuri reach~d the Aras River on the boundary between

Persia and the C~2ucasian territories on 3 June, 1918, and by the 8th
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was in the town of Genje, which he h~d chosen a8 his head uapters,

The Army of Islam then consisted of about 6,000 Turkish regulsrs and

nearly twice thet number of Azeri volunteera.(lk)

Az~rbai jan itself had declared its independence on 28 May,

along with Armenia and preceded on the 26th by Georgia,

The Young Turks had established specisl relations with Ager-
baijan for some time before, In September 1918 s delegation from
Turkistan arrived in Istanbul with an eight-page report (dated 16
September), (15) This was a request, addressed directly to Enver Pasha,
for union with 'the great Turkey', It i8 no wonder that Euver %ook
himself as the saviour of distent lands, The feelings arcused in hinm
by such requests and the flamboyant language in which they were mads
may help to explain, says his biographer Aydemir, why *later on,
when all his hopes faded, he chose the route that led to Turkieism,

This report may well have been the inspiration for his en&erprise.*ls)

+ + +

The resignation of the Tallt Pasha cebinet was followsd by
nearly a week of suspense, Sultan Vahdettin (who had ascended the
throne on 3 July 1918, on the death of his older brother kshmet
Regat) at first chose Tevfik Pasha, then Ambassador to London, to Hs
Grand Vizier, Tevfik Pasha duly returned to Istanbul, but was unebla
to form a cabinet, Finally, on the 1l4th October, a short-lived cebinet
was formed by Ahmet Izzet Pasha, who had been iinister of War beforse
Enver and was known to be stpongly opposed to Turkey's enrance

in the war,

The mnin task of the Izzet Pasha cabinet was to sign the Armistice
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of Moudros which ended Turkey's participation in the war on 30 October,
Rauf (Orbay) Minister of Marine and one-time heroic commendar of ths
cruiser Hemidiye led the Turkish delegastion, But esrlier thap Moudros,
on 20 October, dh= cabfnet proclaimed a political amnesty which

mede it possible for exiled dissidents to return to tha capital and
set up activities such as the formetion of new parties end the pub-

lication of newspapsrs inimical to the previous Unmionist government,

As the world disintegrated around him, Enver's thouchts turned
to a future for himself, It was all very well for Talfit Pssha to
declare that 'our political life is at en end', but Enver was only
thiry-seven, and full of boundless emergy,., Surely there was something
to be done across the Russian frontier, some sphere of activity in
Azerbal jJan and beyond? To this end he sounded his half=brother Nur!
Pashs and hie uncle Halil Pasha,

The messages, marked 'Secret, person-to-person and urgent’,
were slmost identical, To his uncle he wrote: "For the time being,
as I would find it distressing to remain without any definite work to
do, I am thinking of perhaps travelling to Azerbaijan, and if I find
that there is work to be done, settling there for good, What is yoio
opinion?' And three days later, to his half-brother; 'If nothing
important to do turns up here, so as not to feel too distrsssed it
ogours to we that I might come to Azerbaijan and work both there snd
in the norihern Caucasus, Whnt are your views on this sub ject? Can

something be done?'(17)

Halil Pasha replied promp$ly, opposing the plan: *without help
from our government and the presenca of our soldiers among them, these
paople @sre quite incapable of doing any efficilent work,' In his

belief it w-s sufficient to entrust Nuri with carrying on the
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The reply was une ;juivocal enough, but throughout his carrer
Enver asked others for their advice in regard to a given action, and
having preceded the request by reaching 2 decision, often anough based
on fragmentary knowledge of the problems involved sguck to it obstinate-
ly, disregarding the negative opinions expressed by men who were more
experienced than he was, It was to be so in this case,; as in others
to follow 1it,

+ 4+ 4+

The CUP was due to hold its congress on 5 S8eptember, the anniver-
sary of its foundation, and to this effect delegates from thé provinces
converged on the capital, But the congress was unable to assemble for
some weeks,It could not very well mecet while the CUP President, Grand
Vizier TalBit Pasha, was away visiting various European capitzle end
sounding Turkey's allies, added to which the political situstion at

home wes growing incre«singly critical,

At last the congress was convened on the lst November end some
120 Unionists assembled in the GUP main building at eleven o‘glock
in the morning, The poet Mehmet Emin (Yurdakul) was elected president
of the congress.(la) The opening address was given by Tald( Pasha,.
It was a frenk exposé of the events which had led to the defsat of

the UP governmsentg

'pur poclicy has been defeated, Theraefore it is not possible for
us to retain control of the government in whatever way, For this reaeson
we have resigned ~s a cabinet, and here and now as wellare resigning
our posts in the central administration of the Society (Cemiyet),
and handing over our rights to the true and legal owners, the memners

of this congress.'(19)
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Consternation reigned in the congress.It wes clear that the Allies
would soon be ogcupying Turkish dedritory, including Istanbul, and
that one of their ferst tasks would be to seek out préminent members
of the Union and Progress and accuse them of leading the Qttoman governm
ment to fight with the Central Powers, Several Unionists fo¢lt that
the members of the Triumvirate and three or four other importent mem-
bers of the CUP should leave the country before thay had to submit to
this fate, It was said in some circles that Enver, who had not attended
the congress, was barricaded in his residence at Kurugegme and deter-
mined to die fighting rather than fall into the hands of the Allies,
Rahmi Bey, the famous governor of Izmir, was given the task of persus ‘
ding him that remaining in the country might have dire consequences -
for the present government and that it was to Turkey's advantage that

he should absent himself 'temporarily'.(zo)

This Quixotic attitude would be in keeping with his charester,
for he was known to be personally brave to the point of focihardinees,
But at the sam~ time, we know that he had been thinking of isaving the
country before the congress took place, and that he had written to
Halil Pasha and Nuri Pasha in order to consult them about the fessi-
bility of migrating to Agerbaijan, He was perfectly capable of contri.
dictory thoughts, and of moving in two directions at once,

At some unspecified date before his departure he summoned Celonel
Hisamettin Ertiirk, of the Special Organization, to his Kurugegme res-
idence, Whether the conversation actuaslly took place as reported in
Ertlirk's memories or whether some details were supplemented anr&s coup

as events developed, it is impossible t7@ay.

According to the Colonel, Taldt Pasha, Cemal Pasha and Kara Kemal

Bey, the notorious Minister of Supplies, were present at this conver-
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sation, and Epver placed the Colonel in charge of the Special Organiza-
tion in Istanbul and informed him of the impending flight of the Trium-
virate, The rest of ta group was to go to Berlin, but he intended to
Join the Turkish armies in the Caucasus, then go on to Moscow, for

he felt the Bolsheviks, enemies of the imperialist powers, would sup-
port the Turkish Oaune.(zl)

The Special Organization was to be known from then on aa the
General Islamic Revolutionary Organization, and its central committes
was to meet in the near future in Berlin, TalBt Pasha, Dr, Bahaettin

akir and Nazim Bey were to form the nucleus of this committee,

"I listened,' says the Colonel, 'filled with admiration for these

boundless illusions, this incredible energy. But thers was no doubt

that these were indeed 111uaiona.'(22)
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