
Until 1941 the first }forlil l{ar was known as the Great faı. It is my contention

here that this sas aıd ia a nisleadlng description; that - however 'gıeatl in terıns

of their scale aıd consequences the events that took place between 1)1! aııd 1)18i

howeveı extensive, in teııns of time aıd geographical area, the hostilitiesi however

]arge the casua]-ties aıd the nuııbeı of states involved - it is ınisJ.eading:, however

convenient it ınay be, to refer to theın as The !tıaı. }'oı the tenı 'the Cıeat Vlar' is

really a collective terın. Vıhat really happened in 19'|4 is that several wars broke out,

and then went on, sinu]taıeously.

I

The first war to be dealt with i9 the first war to break out in 1!1{, the waı

declared by Aus tri a-Hun garJı on Seıbia on 28 Ju].y, aıd ].ater joined by thğ Ottoman

Bnpire aıd İu].garia on the Aus tİo-Huıgari an side aİd by Rounaİia aİd Greece on the

Serbiaı side. This was the third ]]alkan i{ar. The ınost nearly concrete piece of evidence

for so describing it is the ınonument erected in 1919 in Belgrade to the Unknown So]dicr.

Set into the floor is the ıııaccomlanied inscription '1912-1918|.

Tbe Treaty of 3ucharest of August 191J followed the defeat of ltulgaria in Jııne of

that yea, by the forces of Greece, Serbia aıd RoufiaIia. The defeat of Bulgarİa

fo]lowed that of the Ottoınan iİnpire at the haıds of Serbİa and Bulgaria in October

191?. AfleT the Treaty of 3ucharest the situation was as fo].].ows; the ULloilıdn lıı,pile,

by virtue of its defeat, aı(ı Bulgaria, by virtue of hers, weıe both disaffectedl

İevisionist, states. 3oth were in tlisl,ute ırith Greece - the Ottoman rlnpire over the

Greekst posSession of the Aegeaİ Islaİds, over Greek contıo] ofı Crete and. other areas,

aıd over Greek aspirations in Asia ],4inor - 3ulğarla because she too

ıvantecl Macedonia for herself. In addİtion, Greece ıvas in dispute rvith Aus tria-Hıın8ary

over southeın Albaıia, which to the Greeks vas northern Dpirus, aıd whİch controlled

the entraıce to the Adrıatic (in this dlspute ltaly was supporting heı ally Austria-

Hungary against Greece) i there was a]moat coınplete incoınpatibi 1lty between bulgarla
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aİd Roıırnaııleı there ,a5 resentııent İn Rouıİarrla of AuBtria-Hungar]a, foİ sJnopathi§lng with

tsulgaria ııhen the latten had attacked her, and foı appearln8 to favour Bulgarian

interestg thereafteı, aıd because 55y'" ot l:ne population of Transylvanla was Rouınaııian,

u.İtıeİ ua8yar ]:rıle within the Austro-HuJı8ariaıı iınpire

In Septenber 191' Bıılgaria aııtl the Ottoınaı iinpire had drafted, but not sigıed or,

ratifiecl, a ınilitary conventlon. They too hoşeveı were in tlispute şlth regaıd to the

fate of certain national €Eoupg, aııil over the future of Thrace aıd Macedonia. J{oreover

the 3ulgarıana were afraid that the ottoınan §nplıe would imınediately attack Greece.

aıd leave theıı to face a Rouınaıılaı_serbiaıı coınbination which would go to the rescue

ofGreece,tbelatterhavingbeenlnalliaİıcewithSerbiaa8ainst3ul8ariasinceJı:ne

1913. \-,

The Bu}8:aıiaıg l fear rvas not uıfoı:ntletl. Fo! in l{arch 1914 the Ottoınan i}npire

aınoıııced that it ı,oultl rıake giooil it6 claiııs to the is],an'ls disputed with Greece

within three or four monthsr aııtı be8aı to take steps to achieve ]ocal naval €uperiority

over Greece by atteınptin8 to purchase warshilg froın cermany, France,It.1+* P8"nfiiğ8""L

four lowers refuseil to sel]. Great Britain, however, was alıeady building two

battlecruj.sers for the Ottomaıı linpire, Ttıe Greeks responded by buyin8i from the United

States of lneflca two warships, @ *d yiggig.giDpı, in June 1914. Since İıiay 1l1{,

İnoreover'theGİeek§eJıdtherurkğhadbeencoııııittingatrocitiesa8ainstoneaıotheıls

nationals in Sn]rİTıa, in Thrace, İn Crete and in ]r{acedonia, ıındeı the gu,ise of

exchaıging populations. On 12 Juıe 1914 the Gİeeks delİveretl to the Porte aı u:.timatş,

.j cnlal,,] i n,.. an end to these ]re],seoııtions , toge lher with coııl,eısation f or: danı;ı"les anl'] ;ı

guarantee foı the future of th€ liveg aıd property of Ğreeks in Asia }{inor, The Gleek

representative wag tolcl to break off diplorıatic ralations lf the Otto'naı iünplre failed

to give a favouıable reply.

The point to be ınade İğ aİı obvlous one, It is that between ınaıy of the smaller

states in the 3alkans there were disputes which looked as if theY cou].'ı be reso]-ved

only by ıesort to waı, aııd that there was a very strong likelihooil that a:ly such war

would invo}ve alI the Balkan states. Ii hostilitie§ weTe not actually coınınencad by

Aus t ri a-Hıın gary antt/or the Ottoınan }iıpire both thege Poters woultl in all probability

have joined İn, with a view to recoving their recent]y ]ost positions in the }a].kaıs.
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This war, ag already noted, wa.s very nearly starteal by G!.ece in Jrınö 1914. 0n that

occaslon §ıperor wilheln Ir of Gerııany ıeınarked: t'ıte shall shortly seg the thirtl
1

chapteı of the 3alkan 1tar9 in which şe shall all be involv€dt. Ead the [\.ırks then

been prepared it ig doubtfuı that they İoulal have given the favouıable reply that they

did gİve at that tiıne. It is equally likeii' that the ottoınaı iünpire, having Jought

tiıne in this way. wou].d have issued soııe sort of ultiınatum of their own within a feır
2

İ]onths.

II

After the Ottoııaı l}npire, the Aua tro-Hı:ı*aıl an lIonarchy lost ınost in the flret
Balkaı War, which had broken out in October 1912. 

^s 
a result of thls wa!, Serbia had

doubled its terıitory, had ınany timas ınultiplied the threat that 1t9 eıistence posed

to the integrity of the Aust"o-Hun&aıiaı ilonarchy, arıd hail placed itself in a position

both to dominate tha Adriatic aİd to excluaıe Auatrla-Hungaılı froıı Asia Minor, a
,

destination the Monarchy still nurtureai ideag of reaching, however sloıvly. Since

October '1912 the Austro-Hungaılan Monaıchy had been unable to improve its position

d ipl ornati cal ly. It had in fact, in the slring of 1)1!, 1ost lta a!.ly since 188J,

Rournaİia, aİd failed to gain 3ulgaİia. Froın October 1!1]

".-."..-- successive Austriaıı crown councils had co]ıcluded that the serbian threat ııust

ultiınately be reınoved by ıar. The assassination of the helr to the throne convinced
4

the Austrians, if it tliil not, iınınediately, convince all of the Hıın8aİİ8İ8 , of the

correctness of these conclusions, and furnisheil them at the saııe tine with the best

,(,.jli j'n].: justifica,tion for the action conteınplated for ııJ.ınost two yeals.

A reso].ution of its Seıbian problem had been pressed upon the Austro-Hungarian

l,ionaİchy by the Gerınaır }ünPire since llüaİch 191r. Here te coıne to the second of the

wars that broke out in juty/Augusl 1914 - the Geıınaı-Rugsiaı ıaı. lııoın the outcoıne of

the first Balkan war, which in the vİew of the ceİmaİ chaİce].loİ 3athrnaİn Hollıreg

altered in favour of the Slavs aııd a6ains t the C€rnaJı }owers the balaııce of poweı in
,

the 8a]-kans, and, therefore, the balance of poıeı in b\fope , the G€ııüan hierarchy

was of the oplnion that such a war hail to be fought, and that their only chaıce of

trinning İt 1ay in ftghting it before RussiaJr ınilitary iınproveınents antl increases

beglın in 1912 ırould be completely effected, a§ ıfould be the case by 1!1e. The Gernans
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had, aa they ga, it, soıne giı yeaıa 6?ace. In Decenber 1!12 they begaıı to prepare the
6

Geıroaıı public foı guch a ,a!. They algo coımnenced to lay the illplomatic franework. One

eleınent in thig françıork ,aB the freel,ng of Auatıia-Hungary froın concern about Serbİa,

so that the Augtro-Hııngaliaır raı effort coulci be concentrated upon Russia. A8 the Gerınan

Emperor put it in conveıaetion ith the Chief of the Austro-Huıgarian Genera]. Staff at

rnanoeuvres İn Şilesia between 17 aİiı 19 §eptenber 1)1'J3 lit ııouliİ be better to gee

serbia united wİth Austria than for Austrİa to have a6 itg nel8hbour a south s]av gtate
,l

whİch would at a1l tiınes stab j.t in the back'.

The ıınity of Serbia with AuatTia-Hıügary was a §traıal of Ceıman, and particularly

of the Kaiseıls, foreiEı policy that was agsiduous].y }urşueil for the 1ast eighteen

ınonths of peace between the Great }owers. This ıınlty cou]al be achieve{ and the probleın
\-

of Serbia soJ.ved, in one of two waye. If the carıot faileil, there waŞ always the stick.

In i{aıch 191' the Kaiser ııinutetl: tI ıeınain of the opinion that the coınbination of
8

Serbia, Rouınaıia aİrd creece undşr Austrİaıs leadership is the natural aİd better one.'

İven though the voices of a feş Austrları politiciaııs bad earlier been İaised j.n favour

of certain Serbian plaıs in Albaııia, aııd aven though at least one Serbiai diplonat had

indicated in Noveınber 1)12 lhat if Seıbia acquired with thegood offices of Austria- 
,.,)

I{ungary aİı Adriatic port then even a Serbiaı-Austrian crıstoıns ıınion ınight come about ,

how the (aiser could propoıınd such views was a ,nyatery to the 3allhausplatz, aıd
10

remainetl so. The followin8 rnonth, April 191r, In the Budget coınııİsŞion of the Reichstag,

itar l,]inister von Heeringen pointed out that the enlaİgeaı Serbia ı+ould tie tloun Austr\_

'i_]un€ariaİı foıces which woultl therefoıe be absent froın the Galician front in a T ar
11

against Russia. After speaking to Conrad in Septeınber 1917 tİ.e Kaiser took up t,he

rnatter again with the Austro_IJ İgarian Minister for Foreign Affaiıs Count Berchtolcl in

October. Iie saİd:

tThe waT between ğast and weat is in the 1ong nın inevitable,

and lf Austria was then exposed on its flank to the invasion

of a respectable nilitary poıver lt coulil be fatal to the

outcome of the great st]:uggle. Wlth Serbia there could be no

other relationship for Austria than that of the dependence of

the srıal} power on the big one. Augtxia ınust attract tjerbia
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by providing - ınoney, ,ntlltary training, tıade preferences,

In returı for the protection rhich the Austriaı arıny could

offer Seıbia a*aİnst forei8n intervention she wou}d place

her anny at Austrials di6po8a1, If Serbia refuğed to do this

force must be used - if lraıcis Joseph makes a demaıd the

Serbian governınent ınust coınply aİd if it ıefuses to do so

}elgTade wi]] be shalled aİd occupied tİl lrancis Joseph's

will has been done - and you caı be sure that I sha]l stand

behind you reatly to draw rny sword ırhenever your action requlres
lz

TheGermanAnbassadoTinviennareportedthesaıneconversationtoBethınannHol]weA

in the fo}loıring terms:

tThe |lnpeTor ( lvılııelm II) ıemaıked that Aus tria_Huİsary must do

everything to establish, if at a11 possible ) 1'aiınable, an

econoınicaİiıpoliticalunderstaİdin8withSerbİa,tutifthat

could not be achieverl by peaceful ıneaJl s more energetic nethods

rnust be eınployed, Soııehow or other Serbia ınust in all ciıcumstances

be rnatl e to join forces with Au§ tria-HunAary, partİcularJ,y in the

ııi}itary sphere; so that in case of a conflict with Russia

Augt,ia-HunEary will not have the Serbian arrny against it but

on its side, He added that it coulit be assımed with certainty

thatforthenextsixyeaİsR.ııssiawouldbeincapableoftaking
1,

mi}itary action,l

TheXaiserfuıtheıefaboıatedhispo}icyinaconver§ationwiththeAustro-Hıınğar:ian

lı(ilitary Attach6 in )ecenber 191', Takinı into account what Conrad, ıgho of those
14

present at the Austrian croıın coııncil of, october ,l!1J ınost neafly shaıed his views

had told him in Septeııber to the effect that Serbia would shoıtly have twenty

divisions at her disposal, he said3

lTheSerbsrnustbeharİesse.ıbeforethecaroftheAustro-

llunralian MonaIchy - in one way or anotheı:, The final riecision

in South ilast !}urope may involve sooncr or ],ater a seriorrs
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aJıneaı coııfllct. aııd re Germarıg then staııd ıİth you arral behtnd

you, but lt caı ln no caae be a ııatter of lndifference to uğ

vhetheı trenty clivlslone of youı ermy are eaıııarked foı operations
15

againgt the southern SJ.avs, or not.'

In [aıch 1914 rfilheln Ir adviged the foıııer Augtıo-t{unperian tıtinister of Trade,

3aennİeitheİ, at a meetlns in 3erlin whlch incluaıed Toreig:n ıül.inister von Jagow,

Colonial Vinisteı §olf, aıil Zimrnetmaıı anil Koerıer of the Gerııan }'oreign Office, 'to
conc].ude a cugtoııe allİaJıce ıçlth Serbia a.rıaı ln the enil a military conventionl, and

p].eaded for a ı;ılon of Ruınania, Greece anal Serbia şhich ııi8ht alao be joined by the
16

Ottoınaı bhpire. In Jrıne, in conversatlon rvith Fıaı z i'erdinanil, he maintained that

it was vital for Aus tri a-Huı carlr to take energetic steps a8iıst Serbia, aTguing onc

rıore that Russia was by no means ready for ırar aıd that she would probably not oplose
17

such an action.

GerTnan support and encourageınent for Austro-Hı:ıgarian action against ser}ia at

the be8inning of July 1914, then, may be seen aa a continuatj.on of a policy

consistently pursued antl pressetl upon Auetria-Huncary for at least the prevlous

seventeen ınonthg. under the influence of the assasslnation of Archduke Fraız }'erdinand

the cennans had merely, eventually, coıne to agree wlth the Dual lı4onarchy that the

SeTbs were İIreconcilable, and woulaı never be rgon over or round by the thorou8tıly

inap!,roprİate anii rnisconcğiveaı peaceful ıneana suggesteaı in Germaİıyl s o$n lnterests

by the Kaiser in particu}ar - a spectacula, tnarifestation on his part of aı inabilıŞ

to see the trees foı the wood.

Thuğ faT, it has been establıshed that there was aı extreme likelihooil of a

thiral 3alkaıı lYar breakin8 out at soıne polnt in 1!1{; aıd it ha8 been ınaintained that

this third 3alkan |{aİ took the foım of aİ attack by Austria-Hıın8ary on serbia, a

rnove that fıom the Geıınan point of view ras aeen as clearing the decks, freeing

Austria-Hunğaryl s back, aİtl improvln8 the position of the German ?oşers for a war

at soıne unspeclfletl polnt befoıe '1918 agalnst Ruasia, the greatest of the slavonic

] owers .

lllhat happenett in July 1914 was that the Germaı ca].culation of June, that Russia
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III

A second war was brcught fo"ward iı 1914. This was the third of the wars that broke

out at this tine _ the cerman_nıglish war. VIar a8ainst Great 3ritain had been

contemplated by the Gerrnal İnpire since at least the turn of the century. As in the

case of the ıçar against Russia, no precise date had been fixed, but the idea is

iıııplicit in the reasons given by Adınira1 von Tir!,itz to ,,iithelın II for the adoption of

a gıeat naval policy. The },ossession of a great navy by Gerınany, so it was 1,rofessed

in certain quarters, would cornpel the 3ritish to ma]<e colonial concessions to the

GerTıan tinpire. As a result the ].atter would becoıne a world }ower, ]ike Great britaint

Russia and France. The GeITnan chaİce1]or von 3iİlow

arlrıitte<l in a ınenoraıduın of 2! }iarch 19oo for the 3avariaıı representative coıınt von

Lerchenfeld that the lınperial goveııınent şas baslng its nava], calculation§ upon a

18

1,robable war with ]üıaland. Irı 19or 3ethınaıın Hollweg, then ObeİlTt6ident of

Brandenburg, the highest actırıinistrative office in rrııssla, describeil the KalserIa
ess von

intentions to Baron:/ Spitzemberg in this ıvay: lilio basic anil prinary idea is to

destroy Ens]aİdIs position in the world to the a'ıvaİtage of Gernany; therefore - it is
1'' ,

|,|,,, i.i.|:.',ı finı con,ıjci. jon .^,e İ]ı.i1] ;ı naVJr an,J, i.ı; i,ıii,l ii, ;;. 1'a9;ıl" l,;l] t.,: ;l,i"l",",

If the 3ritish refused to ınake the sort of accoınıno<ıatlon tbat waa envi§ag€d, if they

resistecl Gerınarr denandg antı insisted on contlnuing to occupy their position in the

world, oermaJıy would resort to foıce, Even İf in the proceBs she lost her own fleet,

sherıouldhavethesatisfactionorconsolationofsoreducing3ritishnavalpoweras

to render the 3riti§h ]ünpire indefenğib].e. So rrent Gerınaı thinking ( ttıough 't}ihking'

is not at al1 the right wortı for thi8 od<l co].}ection of attitudes), on a very 1on6_

teımbasis.tr,ornotunt111918-1920woultltheGerrnanshaveenoughnavallowertorisk

acontest.3ythattine,however,eventswou].iıhaveiıenonğtratedwhetherthe3ritish

were prepared to resist or to yield.

rag not ready foryar arril ,ould not oppore thc aatlon of Austria-Huıılrary, a calculation

that ras stilt being ııade in the thltli week of July, proved to be rrong. The German-

Russlaİı war, plaııned but not fiıed foı the future, reg theleby brou8ht forward, and

followeiİ by four days. lnatead of by four nonth6, oT fouI years, the Austro-serbiaİ

war wtıich was supposed to lncreasa the chaıces in it of Geıman success.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



B

Thİa Gerınarı outlook ,as heavlly conill.t1.oneil by a sltuation ln İİılch the Getmarı

tr}npiıe alrea,ily tıorninateiı L\ıope. At the tıın of the century Great Britain ras isolateil,

on ba.d termg İrith Frgnce eırd İoTae teıms with Rua8İa, who ças largply occupied ıüith

plans for expansion in the !'e]c ilagt aıat in Central Aaia, The favourable positlon of

Ger.rnanylnii-ıropelasteiı'roughly'untİl1912ibyııiıichtimeRuegiahadeviilently

recoverecl from her defeat by Japarr in 1904_, aİd tha revolutlon that had fol]owed.

Aftervlsİtin8Rus8iainthatyear,3ethna,ınHo]']we8couliıseenopointinplanting

new trees on hıs estate in Ea6t ?nıssia, as the Rugğiaıs ıüoul(ı be there to enjoy then

20
withİnafewyears.ThefavourablepositİonofGerrnanyinh\ropeended.precisely,

in october 191?. The recovery of Russla, and the !s],av thİeat' given substance by the

victoTies of the Balkan ıea8ue over the Ottoııaı nm!İre in that ınonth, presented the
\-,

Gernan j}npire ıvith aır unexpected |Ruasiaııt problern, tiıe solution of uiıich was to be

founrl in a deviation fıorıır or internıltion ofi 'lTelt1ıolitik, Gernsıy had to deal with

the ,Slav threatt, had to secuİe heİ own §,ıropearı position, which ıvas sud'lenly ]ess

secure tharı it hail been at aıy tiıne since the mit1-18!os, hail to reattJust in

her favour the ,ecently chaııged balance of power, Only when thi§ had been accomplished

cöuld she concentrate on weltPolitlk, a.ııd take on, İf necessary, the 3ritish lİnÇire,

}lence the necessity for the Ge:maıı-Russİan war. i]sğentially, this was a nuisance.

something to be got out of the way in ortier to return to the long-teıın business,.,It

was not, as it was with Hitler's Thiıd Reich, the ınain obJect of Germaı policy,

The obverse of the Germaı-English war is, of course, the AnPlo-Gennarı war, \,

,'il i,} 1i]rgh the decisj.on for ıvaİ, against Gerrnany of the İıitish Foreigıa SecretaTy and of

the British Foreign Offlce was largely 6eared to considerations of avoidin8rboth

isolation aİd an outri8ht contegt wlth Russia for supreınacy in Centfa1 Asia i and

althou€:hthedeci8ionoftheBıitishCabinetforwarwithGeıınanyıüağlargelygeared2,
to consiaİerations conceEliİg the future of the Liberal larty ; there were eleınents

withinthe3ritishbotlypollticthatxegardedwaıwİthGerTnanyasapreventJ.vewar

onthepartofGreatBritain.InthefaceofGeımannavalbuiltlin8,rnanyçlthinthe

Britigh establishınent diil Tlrpitz,s calculatlons for theınse}ves. They too forecast a

war between b)ıgl anii aıal Germany at some point 1n the future, Their estimates of this

point tendeil to chaİge a8 the German nava]_ pro8rajrune developeıl, aİd §lowed do,,m a
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little, but the naJorlty oi th"r" eetiııateg p!€dİcteiı eltheı 191J_14 or 1917_18. There

ças afso a paıalleı ııith the ialea helal in sotııe hl€h Geımaıı circles, that if a rar caıne,

or ilevelopetl out of, a situatioı in which Augt!İa-Hun8ary was alıaa,dy involved, then

the Centıal Towers cou]aı operate ae a rıİılt ln a way ıgııtch might not be possib}e if the
24

war developetl out of aıy other aituation or area. In the clrcıırns ta,ıceg of July_Augııst

1914 creat 3ritain woultl have !'rance aıd nussia as allies - this would rıot necessarily

be the case İn other casea, or at the tiıne selected by Germaİy to act a8ainst Great

Britain.

Theelementswithin3ıitishpollticallifewhichre8ardedwarııithGeımaııyina

lositivewaybrokethesurfacefıoıntiııetotiıne,especiallydurln8Periodsoftension
between Britain and Gerrnaİıy. Most spectaculaı of a11, peıhaps, wag the speeeh at

lastleigh on 2 Eebnıaı:y 1905 in which Aıthııı Lee, the Civil ],ord of the Adıniralty,

rernj.ndedhislisteneığthatlThliceblestisheluhohathhisquarreljust,butfour2,
tines he who gets his blow in &g!,.--!.t", that s aıne year slr George Clarke, secretary

of the Coınınittee of lrnperial Defence, rer,ıin'l eil the ouner of & Eg, newspapeı of

aıticles in the Aııny aıd Navy Gazette advocating an attack upon Germaııy, Rieht at the

endofthatyearColone}Repington,theinfluentialınilitarycoıreepondentofTheTiınes'

tol<l the lrench tr{ilitary Attach6, Hunıet, that if a !ıaııco_Geımaıı waı bıoke out len

ce qui nous concerıe pt"us particuliÖreınent, Jarıais llAngleterre ne ıetrouvera ııne
2,1

occasion aussi belle et elle en profiteıa certaineııent!, In 19O? Lorit Rosebery to}d

J.A. Spender, editor of the strninsteı @s, of cleınenceauls dec].aration that he
28!i'e

ilrtLıiı- ]ıoi 1,,, ];ı-1;" j,ı:,i i:,i|) iıüii]:, uith Gerrı;,ny by ]"hcl jsh Teııtoııhol,es, 11 ']t)()f1 i, l;|'ıı'ı< n

Laıgofthe}.oreig,ıOfficewrotetothe3ritishAınbassadorin?aris'Sirtr'.Bertie:
iIshou]dliketogofortheGerTansatoncebeforethey

have built up a forınidab],e na\rJı, aıd put a stop once and
29

for ever to their competitlon which is §o serious to us"

At the height of the naval bui}dlng scaıe of 1909 spenser ı'Yi lkinson ' defence

corresponrlent of the İlriornin8 Eg!, pounced upon a reııark of }'abiaı 
"lılare 

r the editor,

concerningthetiınewhenDelcass6resignedasFrenchl(inlsterfoıForeignAffairsin

June 1905: 'You (;ıare) now think we ought to have fought GeITnaJıy then, You thought so

3o
ii 1 remeııber riı:,lıt, at t}ie tirneı] ıi'ilkir"on fo}1ower] this up on J Apri1 19()9 rith
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10

aİother waİnlng! rYou, e6 I uİıiıergtenaı, ,aİıt to hasten a ,ar şith Geımaııy while I
hope it may be averted by pıopar attention to ıavy aııd arııy aııd by a aountl foıeign

,1
policy. l In March 1!11 F.S.OJ.lveı wıote to l,oıd Mi]neı: l}İothlng wil] save us

excePt the slght of red blood nınıing pıetty freely; but wtıether 3ritish antl Geınaıı
,2blood, or only 3ıitish, I donlt }now - noı do I think it nuch mattera...l. On the

occasion of Secretary of State for '6'ar I{aldaıels vişit to 3er]in at the beginning: of
1J12 a Majoı vlburrıe rrote to a friend3 'Pergonallyı I think theıe ınust be a war

1)between this couıtry aıaı Geımaıy ğooner or ]ater, aıd it had better coııe sooneı... t .

At the very saıne tiıne, the possibility that the Eenc! ınight attack GeıTnaıy first did

not ernbarrass the 3ritish Aınbaseadoı to Faris ln the sllghtest. 3ertie toJ.tl Grey this
)4

on 15 lebruary, aıil repeated it to lloyd George two tlays 1ater. -,fien thi§ lJosgi}il_'
reached the ears of Reginalil McKerına, the tben incunbeüt of the Eone Office arıd former

,5First lord oi the ldoiralty, it clitt disturb h:!! , as it hatl disturbetl Grey. The

inpre8sion that it ınade upon lloyd George, however, nay not be unconnectecl with the

disposition he was shortly thereafter reporteaı as ınaıifestİn8 in the direction of

ernbracing compulsory ınilitarı ğervice. As H.A.GrJmne, lvarel s §uccesgoı as edltor of

the @!!g }ost, to rhose earg this cane, remaıkeil to his pıoprietoı: tIf it is true

and if J,loyci teorge is sincere, it is the biggest thing goinA - the fulfilment of our
16

dreana and the achievement of our efforts.' At any ıate, J,loyd George was reported,

lateı in the year, as having spoken lquite coınplacently about the rousing of the
17

]ılnglish national spirit for a ırar about the 3alkaısl. \-

0ne can }le suı:e that the *',lares, the 0_'1_ivers, and the 1ribıırnes we]conı:d t,he Anglo-

Geııaı war, şhen it carne. like Rupert 3ıooke, thou5h not necessarily for the s aıne

Teason, they were l swiınınerg into cleaıness leaping'. It is not known ıTiıether the

later associatlon of ifare ı.dth the lrü]perial War traveg Coınınission (he ıırote a history

of it, The Imrnortal Heri taAe , published in 1917) sobered hiın up.

Iv

These were the wars of 1914-1918. They overlappeaı. They intenningled. Two of

theın cane before their tiıne. To theın ınay ba added the war begıın by the Ottonan ihpire

against both Russia and Great 3rita,in. Thio be§an in Noveınber 1914, and continued, on
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the Brİtish sider as a way to 8aln something, : 8iven the deadlock on the western ll

Serbla, that of Ge:ııany a4iaİn8t RussJ.a, that of Geırıaııy and Gİeat Britaln against one

another - all hatl eleınents of the tlefensive, the pİeventive, İn them,

]s there any poİnt, in view of the above I Anatoınyl of the ,Gleat ı,far l , in ],ooking

for the cause of the firBt world iuer, as such _ a search ırhi.ch in the past has embraced

the talliance 8ysteıİıt r ,Iİilitarl8n, aııd aıııs races, econoı]ic lmperialisın, the press,

the balance of power - a search which, ınoıe often than not, has etaıted not later tharı

the 189Os aıtİ/or 1870, arıaı ııtıich in some cases has been lughe'ı back into the Dark

1ı|
AAes? There still ınay be some point in succumblng to the teınptatlon to produce for

sonegTeatevent-evenifthelatterisreallyaco'nbinationofseverallesserevents-

sorıe gteat cause oT at lea§t coınııon factor. ceıtain areas remain relatively ıınexploreil,

One of these has to <lo ıçlth the attltutie of Russia, on which the Geımans

miscalculatetl,foritııasthisattituclewhichbrou8htforırardtheGezııan-RussiaJıwar

aİd the AnElo-GerTnaİr war. Despite bein8 preğsed by the Fıench froın mid-1912 onwarıi s

to builtl stıategic rai]ıüayB that would lelieve the Geıman pressure on FfeJıce and reduce

the necessity for the sort of concesğions lraİrce had ma,de İn the course of the Arradir

/ıo
cfisisof1911'theRüs§iangweıenotcongi.ıeringanattackupontheCentral}.owers.

Lven after the auccess of the 3alkaı l,ea6ııe, which Russia had been rınable to reatrain
4ı

from attacking the Ottonan liüpife , the policy of Sazonov, the Ruggian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, waa ınainly concerned to ınaintain the status quo in this region,

]ievertheless.frornOctobı:r1912onı.aı:dstheı:euasadistinctapl'ııeciat,iononthe

occasionsıfhenforeignpolicywasdiscusseiıinthecouıcilsoft}ıeTsar,oftwothings.

One of these thinga ıras the extent to which the occupation of the ştıole Straits area

andcoınpletetloıninaıceoverthe3alkaİıgrepıesenteiltheultiınategioatofRussian

policy. The other thing was the extent to ır,hlch the co}lapse 
to'r.*:r:a'lr", 

İ}npiİe,

the scheınes for coınpensation or for a gharing of influence f Aus trl a-Hungary, and

the interest of Gentany in exercieing power at the Porte, ooı9tr,tıta'l a threat to

thislhistoricstrivingtaıtttotheapplicatİonoftheprlncipleof!the3alkansfor
the 3alkan peoplesi. The situation was cornpoundeil by the realisatlon, as a resu]t of

Straits
the cloğure aı:.d threat of c].osuı,e "f th" f 

";;;;8 the f iıst two 3alkan 
'ta!s 

ı of the

F

front, aııtl aa a way of preventlng what the peıfuarıent uniler secıetary at the İ,oreign

Office foresaw in Septembeı 191, _ lthat Meeopoteınla will be Teutonised & lost to

cfr""! ıf"it"rrJ-.. ',? , The origlnal raıe _ that of iugtria_Eunğary a.ain.t
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ll

truevaluetotheRusgianeconotnyofthefreea$.ıııırestrl'cteiİugeofthiswaterıay.

Not only were the RusslaJıa afraiti of the establiahrnent of a causeı,ay of Teutonic

influencefıon3erlinthfou€hvlennatoConstaııtinoplea'ıdısiaı,tinor'leadin8to

a complete iloınination of the peoplea aııd potentlal of the Balkan re8ion by the

Central powers aıil thei! alliesi but they becaııe a.damant that theY would fİght' rather

thaİ see the 3osphorus aniı the Dardaıelles fal1 ııntler the control of a hostİle power,

great or sma]I. !'ollowing a decision to this effect in January 1!1ıl, aııil the

acquİsition in Februaıy of Geıııaıı rnerıoraİr'la ]g}rich gtre§seil a Geıınaı de§iTe to control
4L

the Straita, even at the cost of I}ıropeaı raı, shoulil the Ottoınaıı i}npirö collapse ,

sazonov toltl the 3ritish Aınbassadoı in Aplil that İrhil§t Russia rvou],iı never take

a6gressive action against an intiepeniient Ottoınaıı Dnpire, she ııou}d have to act \-
43

against aı Ottornaı tinpiıe that becaııe. a depen'lency of Geıınany and Austria-Hırngary,

.Althougtı Austria-Hııngaryl s policy in attacking Serbia in July 1914 was defensive-

inthatthe},İonarchywasatteınptingtobrea}<outofwİıatsheperceivedasencirclenent

by Rus§İa aıtl states §ymlathetic to Russia - lt was a}so aggressive, aİd the ]on8er

tern the view ta]<en of it the rnoıe ag8re6 sive it was, Tor not only was the l,|onarchy

atteınTıting to chaıge the statuB quo, she waa also lnt{lnn,to use tha new status quo

asagpTingboarrlfroınwhichtoestablishhero.,vninfluenceaniıexcludethatofRussia

from the şhole area. The Aüstıo-Hungarlaı }ronerchy hatl vestetl inteiests in lutting

oneclockbackanclthenarıotherforwaııl.}İhilstRuesİaııpolicywasdefensive-in \_,

that it was ınainly geaİeiı to ınaintaining the status quo - lt too rıas aggıessive in

Li,ieiongüeİtlü,iılthatslretooıvastleterııİnetlexc}usivel;.tc.ıeııjo;yar.].]Zj'.,l''ij-|.ic

resources of the 3alkan region and beyond,

i/tıat producett thj.s clash of strategles wag the dlsappearance of the Ottoman

}tnpireinb\ropeinOctober1912.ithilsttheOttoınaniünpİreexlstedinj'jufol]ethere

was always an Easteİrı Questlon, Until it practically ceasecl to exist answeıs to thiş

questİ.on couliı always be founiı, The Ottoınaı ,t}npire was expelled from L\ırope by

Serbia, Gİeece, Bulgaria ancl }1ontenegro, Thelr reasong for ğo tloing are central to

a ful J. explaıation of the wars of 1914, 1f oıe ınay ıetlirect the queotion of the

Thurber ı',bnan. who were the meınbers of the youn8 Turkish society of union and
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aııd what <llit they vaırtZ 
&

Pfogressr ııhlch in 19OS heil iieposetl §ultaıı.Abiiu] Eaınla,/Vltıaü ıes the origin aıırl lınpact
L

of the policies that they puİsueil towaıds the 3a}karı etates, the intolaraııce of whlch
4f

policlesr even after the Balkaıı l{aıs, was renarked upon by the RuasiaJr GovğıT ınent?

Could it be said that thes6 I\ırks, who by c]oaing the St"aits 1!g5!qg their ıüar agaiıst

Rııssia did ınuch to bring about arguably tho gin8ile rno§t gl€nificarıt event of 1914-1918 -

the Russian Revolutlon - also contributed largely to the outbıeak of the warg of July-

AuEııs t 1914? 'llıas it not they who createtl the context in which the waı§ of 1914, the

wars of the iırınediate aıd ınore altgtaııt futuıe, merged into the Great dar? iras it not

they who caused to be po§ed a challenge to statesınanship which the Austro-Hungarian

Monarchy, w}ıich coulal have acted more quickly, or in another ııay, aıd which the Gemaiı

,hpire, which deliberately ıniainterpreteil the Ru8siarı ınobilisation a9 a casus foederis,

were both rınable, aıd ırnwilllng, to rneet? ,JJaa not the Youıg 'furks' partlcular foıın of

nationalism the trigger not only for the nationali§m of the sınaller states within the

a.ınbit of the Ottoınan ttnpiıe, but for that of the Great Powers of i)ıırope as we].].? Thc

value of this Confeıence resiiıes in the light that the contributors to it may sheil upon

the above questions, which repıesent the least eıp]oıed area of a11.

i
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