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AGDULHAMID IT AND THE COTTOMAN DEFENCE FROBLEM ﬁ

Abduibhamig 11{187&£-120%9) nesded no fﬁmiﬁﬁin§-'

faced a Serlious

successfully invaded: by Russia,

by France in 1881 (Tunis),
and Bulgaria in 128Z( Massowa, DasCgrn v ; Boraar

skirmizhes and tribal incursion TRl e, iitan succesded Ln

necessary to recall the
states in the varicus i Molts in Crete aﬂg Macedoni 2,
and the success and the regularity with which Europsan EBreal

Fowers resorted to naval strations as a means of resolving

diplomatic disputes withSth Ottoman Empire.

9 _

fShdulhamid did 1 lack means of defence. He inherited &
Targe army ﬁuppliQQEEpth modern weapons; he made it bigger and
gave it more mezs;7 weanons. There is no spacs hers to
1

recapitulate hi ilitary reforms; suffice it to say that
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S{ome

throughout his reign military expenditures were the large:

zingle item in the Ottoman budget, regularly sccounting _fo

4% of total expendituwe., and that in addition the larée ELIME
spent on projects like the Bagdad and Hedisz rallways wers
spected to vield a military returnil) . Abdulhami Szgarded a

powerful army a8 a2 necsssity, and refused to ent v ke

sugoestion that & reduction in military sxpend®&S§Lres might

benefit the sconomy: /‘-

Thosse who say such things ars resigned to %reign
orotectorates; they nave no religious or nati@enal feelings laft
and they think only of their personal inﬁﬁzE%tzu Anvons who ouns
a farm procures a watchman and a watochd Wefore setting down to
ultivation: Pinan wild beasts may

s for in the absence OFf a w
damage the farm, or another per&gld ma; 2..sand take it

over (2. v_
I contrast, deuihamid‘sbﬁ.iﬁig:élly accussd of

3 le—fleet he inhsrited from his

sl ecting

o3}

0"

iz mavy. So far as ths

u
i}

predecessor Abdulaziz w ncgqrmd, the charge was justifieds

75.

the warships were left to d oo and Abdulhamid knew 1t {3).
Contemporariess attributed this wilful neglect to internal
politics: 1t was suggest .~§£;t Abhdulhamid suspected his navy of
constitutionalist aymgéﬁngeg. it seems as likely that his motives
were financial: Abdul z's ambitious naval programme had been a

prifncipal cause of 6::} Ottoman bankruptocy of 1875(4). Bs that as

it may, neglect he fleet did not imply a complete abandonment
of naval defen torpedoes, mings and shore batteriss offerad a
Q...
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partial substitute 4or a flget, and they were much cheaper.

grherwise critical obBgservers of the Sultan’s naval npolicy

while Abdulhamid appears to have been confident that his

measuregs were sufficient for the purposes of defencs: ;2

The Dardanellies at least could be rendersd ﬁ@??égnablea a8 A

succession of British iﬁV@Etijatiaﬂf in t‘stfﬂﬁﬂﬁ confirmed (&) .

1T V'
In Abdulhamid’™s wvisw, ;t@s nN.-.re size or the state of
L 4
the Obttoman Empire’s armed@e& Q?h constituted the sssence

aof the defegnocsg problem; I scale of the task inpossd upon

those Jforces by geography. The OtToman Empire was spreadeag] ed

i

Iy

i

aver thres continents. It pmagg£aad lengthy,., exposed and wids
separated land %rnntiersgfiszalsm possessed an extended and

exposed coastline which grré@tched for several thoussand miles

through the Black Sea&ﬁediter-ranean, the Adriatic, the
Soegean,. bthe Red Ses Me Fersian Guld. The Obtoman Empire was

conseguently vulnerabPe to invasion $rom numsrous guarters, and

facaed numerous ps ial aggressors: all the European GBresal
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Fowers except Bermany, all the Balkan states,

i

minor potantates in Arabia and North &frica.

tHis size would have stretched the military

first-class Fower; in the case of the Ottoman Empire it threw

into guestion the possibility of any s@ il ous de?&ncsq

B e - 1
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Tha problem was worst o wha

stipulations of the 1B78 Treaty of Berlin hafupushed the Empire’s

frontiers back towards the capital. Furthe e, bthe new
frontiers rarely coincided with natwral b ters; as Abdulbhamid

moted

were not dedinsd
cAn fever take

ffter the last war safe and d
for the Empire; things like
the place of a clear and sag

Fi

In the sast of the panin%u‘}f’thé‘.smoval of Dttoman forces from

the new Frincipality of .ul arid™and the autonomous vilayet of
Eastern Rumslia had deﬁ‘ﬁyeiAEEZ Empire of bthe protection
hitherto afforded by the Danube and the Balkan range; it had also
left it with no harbour GH\QKE Furopean shore of the Blach Sea.

=

The result, Abdulhamid gb¥erved, was to leave the Ottoman Empirs

with rno tenable line @f defence west of Catalca, less than flfly

miles from Istanmbul YTrue, the Treaty of Berlin had stipulated

that Ottoman garr#s might be installsd on the Balkan range
between Castern, Rufelia and Bulgaria, but it had attached

political cmﬂ'égsén5 which rendered the military value of this
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Rt guestionable, and in the avernt Abdulhamid declined

19y, The reimpasition of Ottoman miiitary oo

the Rodop mountains as a result of the 1886 Eastern Fata

zettloment went some way to redress this state of affairs, and
abdulhamid Rimself stressed the Rodop’s "extraordigely importance

from the point of view of military science"({1Gi} metheless, the

i

guid pro guo was Bulgaria’s military absor ]'Jtu:.\'Q- aalarn

Rumelia, with the conseguence that the Ottom Empire henceforih
faced a threat of Bulgarian invasion from %ﬂli“@ﬁ" s -
sputh-aast towards BEdirne and the capital Nand south-west into
Macedonia. In this connection it Em otad that around 1900the
Gultan’™s military advisers pre{qru at a Bulgarian invasion of
Macedonia might reach Eelmny‘iN' i daysiill.

Elaeewherae in bhe EalL @] & the situation was little

h

better. Austrias-Hungary o@oupateon of EBosnia-Hercegovina had

deprivad the Otboman Ex&e Kz vital defsnsive redoubt, while

her acguisition aof a right of garrison in  the sancak af MNowvi

Fazar had left Salonika :3h£;d to invasion from the northy the

Sultan®s scle military 3 ity was Austria-Hungary™s promise to

segelk hiz permission _ tioning garrisons south of the
ztrrategic Ragozna e. “the gateway of Salonika" (12¥. Iin the
south of the pﬁn; H oy the other hand, the protracted
diplomatic st =) aagad between 1878 and 1881 over the Treaty
of Berlin’s arial award to Greece did at lszast ensure that
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Janina and Metzaovo

the stratsgic poinkts of

outocomes of mamsl v

BLICE

showed that the Empirs

raemalned
milibary

Had little

,
ol 4 11

Enocountars

SR Sr m

t o
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Gresce on her own{l3). This was small comfort. The Ottoman
Empire’s ability to repsl aggression by a single BglNgn state was
oF seriouslyv guestioned; the dangsr was that towith &
single Balkan ztabs would sxpose the Zmpire to SNaulta APTECILLE
attacks by obhesr Balhkan states, ~oumastances hhe

progpects for a successful

problematical &bt best(idl. In Sum, f

detence appeaar %-z&» Desn viewsd as

&l x.._.m'-‘ LE wEE

indefensible in the Rallkans: tm ARpEC 4:&' the significance of
thiz fact for the Sultan and h' PRRAVSRETS. ¥ o E Fuftic i
recall their freguently- P”p."&f on that the losgs gf the

. " remaining Ballan Q§t9"- '
. O
ot Istanbul and the consdguaht cIN apse of

g

The Berlin aettlement~hﬁé also

a whaole (1% .

@xposed

in Asia Minor. Russia’sﬁaszuisitiam of the pr

and her subs Z?tfnr militarisation of
had plac & it & position to inv

Sirdahan,

i

of Batum,

towards Moszul, an 1 om thence to the

Yo here was little

Medi terramnean (1

this. Russzia

~
&
N

the Obioman Empirs

the

ovinces of

Rl

Faralan

that the status guo favouwresed herself,

Otbttoman Empire

Hars and
the Black Ssa port

gouthwards

Buld and the

the Sultan couwld do to remedy

and wsead



ary athtempt to alier

the strengthening ot

Ot toman forces gnd fortifications 1o sastern énatclia,:in! sakW L

P L

it that bhe Bagdad railway was kept away from her Frontiers(l7).

ll'{i

T B 3 {2 foe G e s ey gali o guin " LT
The Citoman Zmpire’s land frontiers exposedEwto Lthe risk
Py e e : 1 o T i SO ik 2 - [ e
2 Imvaniarn 4n the RBal !‘-4-51:".'::::- &S Aeia Wiy Hioe: i SxnOEed

it svervwheareg, and added Sritain, Francoce JP%/&‘:*Q to bthe list of

potential aggressors. The Red Ss

threat of British invasion ferom
Guria to France, and Trip:
invasion was not the anly
Mis reign Abdulhamid foresaw

Britain might wags war

particularly in the Ot

£ ] L @ 8) I
give one instance, Gens %71\? M s Red Sea sxpsdibion of 13824

led Abdulhamid to order internal security measur in the Hedjaz,
as well as the strengthenil f Ottoman land angd navael forces in

the regionkiq). Thera aiélsm thae problem of ensuring the

Empire’s own sea commgnications with such outlying provinces as
Tripelitania — a8 poiew f some importance, given the poor state
of the Empire’s connunications on land, and its

=

a transport for the movement of troops

i

conseguent relis
over long chs‘j@ (207 . The nesd to secwrs ses comnunications



Lrebe,
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= nmarticularly in 1881, when there was &

A

trading Crete for the retention of Epirus and Thessaly(21l).

G o s = S e i i £ o P o
Tne consEsguentce OFf Unlg HASS

effectively obliged to maintain

at Istanbul, Edirne, Saloniks, Sivas, Dama ¢ Bagoad,and the

SRR ]

Yamen, not to speak of additional garriso P Tripslitania and
CreteiZ2i. Thiz impeded mcbili&afﬁmﬁ améthe concentration of
toroes agadnst an attacker, a groblem @ wEres Dy Lhe poor

fiLi ons: in the absence ofF

state of the Enplre’s intarﬂ74~:~
» B _ »,
railwavs troops had to be n@heu\

CONBSQUENCE, a3

i
or
it

ransported by ses, wiih
"wheress it iz possible

to mobkilise and

- s : " - - [ o . 7 A= Lap— e 2o f- o il - :
fFrontisgre within sight to ten divs, it is clear bhat forces

d on

1
15 o

be concenbratad ﬁgsf e same distance hers in lesss

pod

it 2R
than twenty" {EI). The armSZa numerous supplenentary dutlies wers

& further buwrden., asz 8pdulhamid pointed cubs
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The protection of i Lhan, fnatelian and Arabian §
Bhe malnbesnances of =odin senelitive regions
Yemer and Drete, rE for the gendarmerie in suppr

brigandage in othgyf Pprovinces, and the collection of taxes in
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FrRLLWaYs an

partial solution ta Ehe probisns
aver-sxtenzions so did the recrud

like the Hamidiye light cavalry

- 5 R TR TR ey e B
l..f.!:::::\......n.;.ib.y thHe derencs o
i N e PR s oo L
o purely local foross(2E). Noane

he most obviows mEsans gf preduci’

military risks would have bﬁﬂ&\j

the European GBreat Fowers r raa Duer plocs. The general case

far such an alliance was* -{-'*'- queQ\? canvassed and well

understood: isolation 7‘58 ﬁ;::he Dttoman Empire to attack by

all and sundryy an alliance wodld protect it both againzt Lts
Great Fower ally’s en@mieé\eyﬁ against its Grest Fower ally
itzelt - ideally. againgt\@&ll. There was alsm the consideration

that the security of

reduce the burden o Ve military expendituresi@sdl. Tharsz was no
lack of potsniial salies. anglo~Ruzsian competition remadned bhe

daminant featurg of the Eastern Buestion down Eo the late 18%20s.

and wuntil ther
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Fival suitorz; bthere were alsco hopes that Sermam
.
Sustria-Mungary might pe Ehemzselvas 38 a bh

g
s

mpire had spmething Lo

smores, Lhe Dhbtoman

potential ally: the geographical ability to inkervene

Europesn conflickts, an army strong gnough o count iﬂQFr“ﬂrmpean

e Dthoman

defence problam.

Advocates of a British alliance Aﬁir%;ﬁtiﬁ g FFiouity in

™

Ly argued that Britain

ard the Obttoman Empire wara@und‘* common intsrest in

in MNear East and Asia, thatl

Empixg as a barrier against Russia,

and that she reguired the sufpdwi of the Caliphates in her
[

A b

£

resisting Russia™s expan

(275

dealings with ther own Mosdgnm subjscts

that fAbdulhamid was cmnvﬁazae by this case, bubt be thal as &g

may, his fundamesntal o tion was not political, but military:
as he freguently out, "England does nob possess

sufficiant land %ur‘::>', and her sea power would be of little
assistance in repé;:an s Russiar land invasion in Asia, or &

Pussian-suppor teack by the Balkan states in

e
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T the svernt of war
Bexand agsingt the
coasts wi bkl her flest
with the Russian fls
the srtry of ithe Eng
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¥
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territory. 5 an A
Empires may be consi
damaging to the Ottae

major naval FPower,

in 188& Abdulhamid
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In the event this proposal

whebher the grounds upmj<:~',h sqruma abandoned were political

or military{(Z48)

£

Followss

bocz two FPowers, Zngland or Russia, Tthe Ottoman
felination, it will encounter the sther’s
Bhauld it assume a couwse cther Lthan

To whichaver of

Empirel shows
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