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THE FARTICIFATION OF THE UNITY AND PROGRESS PARTY
IN THE STOCKHOLM INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST CONFERENCE OF 1917

0.Y. Silier - Amsterdam

Fresented to the Conference on “"The Young Turk Revolution of
1708, Manchester, 23-25 March 193886.

The history of the Unmity and Froarecss Farty (Association) is not
7~ only interesting in itself, but, due to 4ts international
connecticns spread over thres continents over a period of more
thamn twenty five vears, also for higtorians in areas very
imndirectly related to it.

Urnly & few studies are avidable ony/the relations of the UFT with
the workers and itrade union/ movemert. The studiess oy Tunavyva,
Turicay. Haupt, Bavdar. Dumont andy, recently, Gulme:, Hanioglu and
above ali, Teoprak, heve contgdiblted considerably to our
understanding of this Aepac, abthough there remain sarny open
guestions. Certain related/ areas remain almost completely
unexplored. For exampie. welknow of the relatione of the UFP
with the internatighasodid@Pist movemsnt only througih olbalgue

references in varifbg o#negal works.

his snort paper. 1 will addre
cte of the participaticn of the
kh

ntroversial
i the Intermational
hoim Conference, wol try to clarity ceitzin points ocn the
iz of new archival“yraterixl. It is to be hoped that saimiliar
wographic studies Wili help shed liaght on the attituades of the

21 f te some Co

With respect tolithe workers’ &g Crade uanion moversnt &t home

The internmationasl)socialist movement., not havi

rig b able to do
anything to ppePnl the cutbreal of the First dorld War, sought,
after 19146, W Jield

ungertabken by The reg

initistives. amitiative
3 - reliset parties of the
nentral cowrdcies {(the Dutch-Scandinavian Committes) witis tihe
later addi®ioh of Soviel representatives, for the convention of
an international peace conference in Stockholm., is the most
outstanding of its kind. The preperations went an e ritaially
from May bto Movember of 1%17. The aim of the conference
concelived s uniting the parties (and their various Tacticns,
where these existed) of the 11. International around fittuiad 1y
accgpiable conditions for peace, which they would subsequently
endeavor to convince their respective governments to endorse
Becalse of a series of comnplex reasons that remain cutside

Srpe oF this paper. the preperations ended a0 fad luco.
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Nevertheless, these preperations went down in history as an arena
where the mainstream left movements of the post—war era put.
forward and discussed their programs.

In a few works on the history of the UFF per sagswand in
biographical works on some of its prominent leaders, it is
mentioned that the UFF has participated in ome way or another in
the Stockholm Conference. One of the most detsiled refences is to
be found in the chapter on Huseyinzade AlisT0ran). of Turkive'de
Cagdas Dusunce Tarihi (History of Contemporary Thought in Turkey)
by Hilmi Ziya Ulken. According to Ulken,! ™, . [Husevinzade &11)
was sent, in 1917, together with Akil Mufitar and Nesim Muslih tao
the International Socialist Congress in SE6ckholm. wrimema AAEHED ALETER
14th of July, he participated in the 9=onference in the nams
of Turkey. He entered a discussion with Rossanof on the

naticnal question-"(1) Ulkews then gees on to give an extensive
quotation from what he claims H. Ali Said on this OoUCasion.

Other studies which approadh/The subject from a different

angle, namely the history/of theworers” movement, provide some
cluss as to the motivatidmsand odality of the participation of
certain prominent UFF m@nbers In ® socialist conference. Soviet
historian Snurov confines hig@elf to the internal dynamics of
such & move: ;

"The governmenl held thét since war united ail Classes,
there should be an efnd to class struggle. To this end,
the class organizatiofs and associations ot the
proletariat were disbanded. However, soon the Young
Turks once more nesddd the support and sympathy of the
workers and had to dake up to them. They organized

various national \Workers' associations. &
bmurqamig_pmljﬁg Pmocialist partv’ was founded, in
which capital #8ts, lawvers., sven generals were
mexmbyers ., Infthe vear 1917, this “"socialist®
bourgecisie Mg their guards wanted to participate in
the Interndgdtiwnal socialist Conagr in Stockholm, as
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"Hoping to forestall condemntaion by the International
Sopcialist Bureau, whose fArmenian section was already
strongly lobbying for dissolution of the Ottoman“Empire
after the war should end, they permitted some' "t
professors who claimed to represent a reviveq )
"Socialist Farty" to go to the International Socialist
Conference at Stockholm in 1917. At the initial
sessions in the spring, Medical School Frefessor Dr.
Husevinzade Ali, Law Faculty Frofessor Nissim Mazliyah
and Dr. Akil Muhtar, represented Turkey. wWhen the
Conference reconvened in August, Nissim=Mazliyah
returned, this time with Salah Cimcozey But their
efforts were in vain. Though they péssSented a note to
the Conference ... the Conference réfufed to accept
them asdelegates.... On their retufn to Istanbul, this
"tame" socialist experiment disintegrated. Not until
the end of the First World War would this ferment again
be able to break surface.'"(3)

Leaving aside the confusion arising, feom disregarding the fact
that the preparations for the Conference never got off the
ground, i.e., that the Confekence never actually convened, the
minutes of the Organizing Commitiee do not wholly corroborate the
above claims. The documenis of the Organizing Committee reveal
that, on the 13th of July %wo Belegates from Turkey have made
oral depositions on Lhé Begsicagrinciples on which peace should be
founded and on interngtional conventions. (4) In & mims=ographed
text titled, "Conferghte Sofialiste Internationale de Stockholm:
Frogramme deposee parNes fghtis," a somewhat different vereion
of the events is Qi%ep/. GAsegdrding to this text the
Dutch-SBcandinaviaphLommitbée received, on the 12th of July, "a
djelegation from workersfd ofganizations in Turkey for the purposs
of getting informationl” “The summary of the interview titled
"Turkish Socialists" informs us that,"..two sociliasts arrived
with the purpose of agel admission to the Conference and
affiliating the Twkisl scocialists with the International

alist Burezsu.” contains the views of this
delegation on ti of the Straits and the &rmenian
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besides some of the issues covered in the published ﬁgy&% af the
oral depositions and the summary and press release cited above.
also touch upon others. According to the minutes of ¥$§5
interview., taken down by Engberg. at the very beglnn Eg of the
interview, the General Secretary of the Internatlanal Socialist
Bureau, Huysmans mentions the intention of & Eect;mn of the
“"Ottoman Farty” to take part in the Conference @ud adds that this
ie a particular question that has to be settled.\ At the end of
the same set of minutes in Berman, Huvemans demands the necessary
documents "so that the Turkish comrades may participate in the
General Conference."(7) In the minutes of $ha sama meelting,
taken down by Huysmans in French, it is tg be understood that
Troelstra had to explain that the applicatian of the Turkish
delegation for participation in the Conf@gence had to be handled
by the Committee, whereas their appllcatlﬁn for the affiliation
to the International Socialist Bureau had to go through the
Hureau.(8) We thus learn that there,gme two applications in
guestion — one for pmrticipdtian in/ the Conference, the other
for membership in the International .™

Ir: the archives of the IS5E,\]/Found Gne telegram and two letters
having bearing on this poiﬁfa The telegram sent from the Fera
postoffice to H. Mueller/ (repraggntative of the Bocial Democratic
arty of Germany to the StuLFﬁb»ﬁ Conference) is signed by fAsaf,
MF from Vany Atif, MF frnm Ankaras: Naci. MFP from Trabzon; Rasim,
MP from Sivas: Dr. Asiny MFP £70m Amasya; Ethem, Director of the
Bureau of Guilds ("Cosporations"): Cemal, General Secretary of
the Boatmen's Guildd Ferit.\Beneral Secretarv of the Forters’
Guild: Emin. General Secrgtary of the Dairy Guild; Haci Mesut.
General Secretary of the' Coachmen' s Guildy Sami, General
Secretary of the Bakers’' Guild: Haydar Galip, General Secretary
ot the Grocers’ Guild.sa, The text of the telegram i1s below:

"We, the undersigned. declare that we have delegated

Dr. Huseyinzade 811 v and MNesim Magkiyah Efendil to
participate in \our name in the socialist conaress which
will ke held €60wm in Stockholm. " (9)

of the ngve mentioned letier foth of which bear the
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admission to the said Conference, and wish to.be
received seperately before the convocation af \the
General Conference. \

"With our best regards,
N. Masliah Fr. Dr. Hussein Ali" (10},

The second letter, signed by the same two persons, is addressed
directly to the ISR, and voices & demand_i@t&kestinq firom the
point of view of the relations hetween thel International and
Turkey:
"The undersigned, Nessim Masliah, member of the Dttoman
Farliament and Hussein Ali Bey, gorofessor at the
University of Turkey. delegates(@7 . the Guilds
["Oraanisations Corporatives'] in the Ottoman Empire
{Unions of Workers, Bakers, Boatmen, Forters and
others) are honored te present fhemselves to the
International as representatifes of the Turkish party
of the Ottoman socidTiet seekion, recognized by the IS
by virtue of its deC¥sion déted 9 June 1907.

YThe undersigned/thank tpé'ISB for their kind
consideration.

"With our best wédarﬂs;;;"{ll)

These documents ghow that The UPF would like to avail themselves
0f a decision of the IAB taken upon the acceptance of the
Armenian socialists ahdNater, in 1909, the Socialist Workers'
Federation of Salonica te the International, to the effect that
variocus ethnical sup-spctions may be seperately affiliated with

the International unt™1 such time Fhat an overall Ottoman section

is ﬁmrmed.

We now krow thesmeither of the applications - albeit perhaps for
different reasfhg —~ were successtul.
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actually convened, however, we believe that the gu %Zon oF
admission or rejection of the delegation never beg:ﬁg a matter of
pratical importance.

e 4
In & letter frnm Huysmans to Debreux ., dated 2 ﬁﬁ P Regth T TR £ B
that is, at the earliest stages of the Lanfere@n preparations,
it is mentioned that from the Ottoman Emplreaa&}v three Armenian
dalegates would be participating., representrqq the only ethnical
sub-section remaining after Salonica becamé part of Greece.
Indeed, an Armenian delegate, Zorian, has @actively took part in
all the official sessions as & fully accwedlted delegate of the
Dashnakzoutian Farty. The same person was weceived by the
Organizing Committes on the 26th of Juneiand presented a report
titled "Memorandum-of the Revolutionary @rihenian Federation,"{14)
exposing the Genocide and bitterly atfsCking the UFP.

If other persons besides Huse$1n*adu #1i and Nesim Maslivah
actually came to Stockholm purportingy to represent the Ottoman
socialists, their part1c1pmtlun imthe Conference preparations
has been purely informal. ﬁlthmtqh & certain Rossanov, mentioned
by Wlken as the interlocdton of HW, Ali, is a member of the ;
Russian delegation, and/13%er also member of the
Dutch-Scandinavian—Rusgian Committes, there does not seem to have
been any official cccasion 6 & discussion on the national
guestion between the twe. Mogsover, there is no mention of a
seperate, earlier viswad ingday , beside Lhe visil already
mentioned above, duking whigh the interview on the 12th of July
must have taken place.

It is well known that the UPF, especially afiter the collapse of
Russian front fullowlﬁg he February Revolution and the

surprise — and effec & — submarine campaign launched by
Germany, sought a series of international contacts in an effort
to arrange less disasterous conditions Tor peace than had seemnsd
puugihtﬁ up to bhedn. The fact that such a person as Husevinzade
~Ali, one of the gy prominent founders of the UWPF and & leading
L@ jam (131, sh sert to burope at this
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An interesting explanation regarding the

LFE que%gﬂ?br'

participation in the Stockholm Conference is that %@mham@ about
upen the prompting of the Austrio-Hungarian statesman Czernin.

Acccording to the memoirs of Henezs,
the social-democrats in his own countiry,

Czernin indluenced not orily
but also the

Tcheckoslovakian and Serbian 50cia1*dem0£rati&-parties; moreover

it was upon his suggestion that the

Socialist Farty": founded,

UPF had the& "Turkish

which subsequently \Balight admission to

the Stockholm Conference and the Internatiogsd. (18)

To be able to decide whether this foray Mad anything to do with

purported attempts on the par
peace talks
more details.

On the other hand.it could be
to determine whether similiar
delegations from India, Egypt
Morocca, The Caucasus, Indig,
Algeria and
Conference
anything in

Regarding membership id e Imfernational,
decided on more rigorgls grounds than mere participation in
it is clest /tha®) the UFF's efforts were futile.

Conference,
can seen from the examplesigf
Federation, or the Sl 1cs
out of the question that Bhis
consultation with and cénsent

only three years later, i November 1920, and

conditions, that

Turkestan, and the crgamization of a
in Stockholm in November of the same year (20) had
common with the UFP enterprise.

Lion

t of the UFﬁ'go enter into seperate
with the Entente countries 417) we need to know mary

the subjeE® of an interesting study
attempf~at participation by the
and &hey "Muslim Delegations" from
Trigoft and Renghazi, Tunisia and
the Moslem

clearly a matter to be
the
s
the admission of the Salonics

of Hasan Riza's group (Z21), it was
matter could be decided without

of all interested parties. It was
under very special

the Turkish Socialist Farty of Huseyin Hilmi was

admitted by the Secretarfiat as & full member of the Workers' and
cocialist Internatigaal’. (22) This interesting point will be
treated in a seperath/ publication. i
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contacts in Berlin, Moscow and Baku. It may be obaergﬁdtonce
more in this example, that the Kemaliem as an ideologleal,
political line inherited a iot from the UFF. Va

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1 would like to thank Mr. K. Rennenbera., Direftor, Mr. Wim
Geldorf, member of the scientific board and sl Diane 's Herren,
archivist, of the Archief en Museum voor het Wlaams Cultuurlever.
for the special permission to make use of &he Archives Camille
Huysmans and their kind help.

I would also like to thank my colleagues. especially Ms. Daisy
Devreese and Ms. Mieke Izerman at the WeH for their help with
sources in the international collection®y and Mr. Jan Giglhkens
for deciphering the handwriting of Emgberg.

It is a pleasure to acknowladge sayeral interesting discussions
with FProf. Mete Tuncay .

FOOTHOTES

i. H. Ziya Ulkeng Terrk i ¥Erde Cagdas Dusunce Tarihi (History of
Contemporary Thodaht iry TQrkey). Voll, Istanbul 1966, o428,
/4728,

2. Spurov, Jurkive Froleteryvasi (Turkish Froletariat), Istanbul
1973, p-40. “/
e M. CTUECERYS Tt khve de Sol Akimlar 1908-1925% (Left Movements

in Turkey) AnkataN778, p.69-70. beorge Harri (rrigins of
Communism _in Turkey . Stanford, Cal., 1967, pdl-ic. Roth writers
cite Avram Galftl, Turkler ve vahudiler:Tarihi ve Sivasi TetRik

{Turks and J e o8 Historical and Folitical imvestigation)
{stanbul, 1947, )%Znd ed.. p.91.

4 . Camite Wraanizatewr de 1a Conference Socialiste

Internatonale de Stockholm, Stockholm, Stockholm, 1918, p.

S s AW IR
wiveHV . Ao ST .

wekholm: Programies

ai Coggperance Sociall cte Internationale de g

deposgs par le
11866 CO11.11. Int.. D 244.

..... 4 e

Partis: 0aps 917, mimeoaraphed, p.l23, 127-1283

15 Jurllet 1917, Arohaves L. Huly smans

&0y Dommunigue & la Fr

(&Y, Notes and Communications about Stockholm, Jduly 1917,111.



&ETR Ty
7. This session of the ISE was attended by Huysmans, Troelstra,
Mueller, and Engberg. Archives C.Huysmans, Motes and
Communications about Stockholm, July 1917, I11j and also,
International Institute of Social Hlstury(IISH), ESI Collection.

8. " Turguie, Jeudi, 12 Juillet 1%917% minutgé'ﬁy C. Huysmans,
#CH, Notes and Communications about Stockhodmy July 1217, I1.

9. Telegramm to M. Hermelin Mueller, ACHy o608 B

10. From Masliyah,fli to Conference de Steckholm, ACH, 1 608
B/4,5.

ii. From Masliyah, Ali, to Buresau Soqiaiiate Internationale, ACH,
I 608 B/6,7.

12. Private communication from Dr. WM, . Grass, fArbetarroerelsens
Arkiv, Stockholm.

i%. From Huysmans to Debrew:. HJFeb. 1977, ACH. St Cor 11/1d.

14. Comite Drganizatedr_Stockﬁplm,ﬁ&&p. 14-15, 261-28B6. See also,
11SH, ESI 48, Minuteg of thé)interview with Zorian.

1%, "Turan, Huseyindade Adde, Turk grsiklopedisi, Val. =
1-2: M. Sukru Hafeglu, Bir Siyasi Orgut Olarak Osmenli ITttihad
VE TErakk Cemiveti ve Jnn Turkluk (1889%-1%02) (Thne Ottoman Union
and Frogress Asssociation and the Young Turk Movement as a
political organization), Istanbul, 1986, p. 13478, Euds
Zuercher, Milli Mucatelede Ittihatcililk (UFF in the National
Liberation Struggledlstanbul 1987, p.1l44-140.

i6. Francois chrgemh, Turk Millivetciliginin kKokenleri, Yusuf
Akcura 1876-1%25 (0Origins of Turkish Nationalism) Ankara 19846, p.
P 100,

leri 1895-1908 (The
T, plos—iod.

17. Serit MarBimd, Jon Turklerin : Fikar
Folitical Thetwiit of Young Turks) lstanbul 1°

18. Edvard Befezs, Der -and der Nationen, bBerlin 1948,
(3w F G2
19. F.GE\Weber, E bers o th Tthaca 1979, D

15 ]-“Lwn..ic\ B A ariet M.
irn: S.Wksin., Jon Turkler
UFEY Uekanbul 1987, p.iY%4, passim.

Tttihat ve Terakiki (UFF),
i {¥oung Turks anda the

s UOroganizabeur, At also "rFederatidan
I Torani@nnes, b
i g e grned A = = Y.ooh ana Mios

.1.F"l ».31 {1 ] 1o

Birotherhood MNe.l, Istamboi,

..{.Jctf.’.



"

®

21. From C. Huysmans to Red. Droschak, ACH, 1 608 A/Byp=From C.
Huysmans to Daschnakzoutian, 24.9.1913, ACH, Turquie 10944 and
C.H. to Federation Socizliste, Nahum, ACH, I 608 A/61. See also,
H. Riza's letters to C. Huysmans, ACH, Turquie 10944, 11240.

2Z. From Huseyin Hilmi to C. Huysmans, 25 Oct. 1920, ACH, 1 608
C/ld4as; From C. Huysmans to FParti Sccialiste de furguie, I 608
C/173 From C. Huysmans to different sections of \the
International, 1 &08 C/18,1%a.

23. B. Aksing, Op. cit., p.278-279: Talat Pagd» Talat Pasa nin

Anilari (Memoirs of Talat Pasha) Istanbul /1987, p«47; M. Tuncay,

Op. cit., p. 733 Z. Toprak, Jurkive'de "MAiWM.i Ilktisat" 1908B-1918
(Mational Economy in Turkey) Ankara 1983%0ep. 401.

24, The relations of the UFE or its membsers with the
International after 1917 is an interesting topic in itself. A
study drawing upon archive material As.presently in progress.





