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Against The Ottoman Coercion v-
The Ouoman cocrcion against the Arabs, who were subjected to the p@uf the

Muslims Caliph, multiplicd.. This coercion took several means:

- "Turkification” i.c. the attempt to efface the Arab identity and uQ% the Turkish

alfiliation instead. A

- lewums coctcion, directed against Christians, p.uuculu%ﬁ.u of the northern
region (Syria - Lebanon - Palestine), although the TCWS cocrcion assumed
cr

another feature, the otoman caliph attired ag the "Co of the Faithful" and
the Protector of Muslims, seeked to \‘;unq-k{hc 5

Muslims. He subjugated

them 1o a doubie coercion, lcprucnlui 1e brute ®ivil power and the religious

power, which could hardly be Uppmc \\b opponents would be claimed
0

as antagonists of Islam and the m}:} \ they would be considered agents

to the christian enemy, laying ‘m?hu\ Qidmw caliphate.

Lack of any feature ‘.uu”“lll.d (6) iZ This marked the Turkish rulership -

within the Arab regions particularly - \m} 1an obvious despotic character.

However, we would err to conce at all Arabs or even the Arab intellectuals

opposed the "Turkish caliphate”. Te Bresence of the European colonization (e.g. the

British in Egypt) and the Europega thréat in general against the ottoman cali yhate forced
EYI] g & }

many intellectuals, particular] :gyptians with Islamic tendencies, to adopt a stance

which favoured the ottomans ¢ European invaders (Christians). The matter became
an altogether religious issudvhtn these intellectuals declared that weakening the "Islamic
Caliphate” weakening

Sheikh Abdel Aziz Ga

Islamic essence”. '\

1itself. Furthermore, an Egyptian Islamic legist, namely

, declared that "the loss of the caliphate means the loss of the

Socialistic Trends \k
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There exist several historie evidences on that .

Moustafa Kamel, the Egivptian patriotic leader, who is considered the godfawher of
maodern Egyptian nationalism, and who established the "Egyptian National Rarti! that is
described as a pillar of the Egyptian national radicalism ... adopted for long a stance that
backed the Islamic caliphate against the British occupation .. When a Brit{sh journalist
tried to embarrass hims by asking him "Are you Egvptian?”, e ansavered candidly.
Egyptian Ottoman. Once more he asked him Egptian or Otomand Again he answered

clearly: Egyptian Ottoman ™!

We must admit that Moustafa Kamel, inspite of evervihing®amas unfailingly Egyptian.
Morcover, upon his statue in Cairo is inscribed his famgus Saving, which has lon
s U] HQALUS, SOy g

inspired the LEgyptians, "THad I not been Egvptian, [ wouldshaye longed to be Egyptian”.

Yet, it was a sort.of patriotism blended "SIt IsIgmjem in confrontation of a strong
forcign cnemy - an encmy who could pn¥¢ be gonlrdnted by exuberant and kindled

religious feelings.

However .. when Moustafa KghihdTed id 1908, the National Party was on the verge

of schism between its new leades, Nehamf

AT arid and his followers, who claimed that
"Lgypt is for the Iig}'iaii;als;;" and wif_n fedsghat following the deterniorating caliphate would
lcad them to further weakness, and between a traditional Islamic current, which
considered that calling for Egypt's i€ pendence was a deviation from Islam, since it
destructed the Islamic caliphatg, d8d since - according to their Islamic beliefs - "No

B P S (2
patriotism in Islam".(+)

However, this trend witemporary. It was soon overwhelmed by the Egyptian

patriotism and by the sieec®8ve developments of the Ottoman empire itself.

It could be statedthat the major trend was opposing to the Qutoman caliphate, if not

even antagonizing$

In confrontalf@yol the three means of the Turkish cocrcion . . the elements of political

and intellectalTesistance were formed.
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In confrontation of the "Turkification™ policy, there existed the Arabism tendency,
which is considered the historic and emotional source of the "Arabian Nationalism"

coneepl.

In confrontation of the religious coercion, some rebellious intellec@yadopted an
anti-religious stance. They concentrated mainly among the Christian Lebanese
intellectuals, who were suffering from the Ottoman coercive rulers hiding behind Islam,
and from the cocrcion and despotism of the proponent Maronite churéh, which interferred
in these people’s affairs. Among these are (Shelby Shomail/s, Farah Antone). Other
Muslim intellcctuals adopted a trend that searched within the depths of Islam for more
human freedoms and less ruling powers. Hence came the @aldor liberal Islam against
that of the Otoman caliph (among these are Sheikh Jarpal Eddin Al-Afghani and Sheikh

Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakbi).

In confrontation of despotism, there wasthe liberal call and the adherence to freedoms

and democracy as a means of promoting the naliosamong these is Wali Eddin Yakan).

However, it is worth noting that this divisign is purely theoretical. Many intellectuals
adopted all three issues at oncg, while indulging in their struggle. For example, Shelby
Shomail spoke of freedom. Arabisimi, . Socialism . . and laicism all together,
Al-Kawakbi spoke of an Islam that protected human freedoms and promoted all Arabs,

providing socialism, social CAUI Yo £TC.

We must halt before an astoaighing phenomenon, namely that the majority felt its wa
g1 ) ]

towards socialism, one way ofanother, at various levels of understanding.

Probubly this matter calls/for some meditation.

This region which Was isolated to'a great extent from the achievements of the
European intellegtudly/(during the second half of the 191 €. and the first years of the 20"
C.) spoke fluemttywof socialism. This could be attributed to the urgent need of those
intellectualg for¥ comprehensive and radical change for the entire standing system.
Maybe theyssecked to glisting_uish themselves from the various hostile powers which

opposed™hic Ottomian Empire, such as the European colonization power . . €lc. Maybe
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they expressed the aspirations of people subdued politically, originally and categorieally -

all atonce. Thus they blended their struggle against all that within a single frame RGP

However, the astonishing phenomenon is that the writings of several Arab
intellectuals, who opposed the Ottoman caliphate, were charged and cvamsgxaggeerated
with socialism and secial equity. (It complied with the spirit of that cpdeh, but not with

the popular movement at that time).

Before concludirg this short imrmi::y[iun‘ it deems necessafy (& refer to another
interesting phenomenon. Ever since Jamal Eddin Al-Afghani éifwgrated temporarily to
Egypt, it has become the gathering point of all Arab intellégftils, who fled from the
Ottoman oppression. When Egypt was occupied by the' LOFElish, these intellectuals
gathered in Egypt in an astonishing manneg, due to Adtnglish animosity for the

Ottomans.

To further clarify the image, we nogee Shat Maspt, being the most advanced and
4 & & '8

prosperous Arab country . .
did not fight the Ottomans but whosginaply sOulghit wider domains for expressing their
cultural aspirations in all aspects (jSwndlisng =sdicatre - singing - publication - education -

various professional activities .. £et®

Thus, to concentrate on the reflections of this concept in Egypt is totally justifiable.
Apart [rom a few exceptions (repegschted mainly in some activities of Syrian and
Lebanese intellectuals, who emifrated to U.S.A) Egypt was the main domain for such

intellectual and political activities,

i

Before starting, it dedfishecessary to coneentrate on an important question. Why did

'
this occur in Egypt agt not clsewhere?
We have prewetsly referred 1o the British occupation (since 1882) and how it
provided the chan®@ 1o cxpress anti-attoman feelings. However, this reply is inadequate,

since there exisigd another European influence in Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco ... etc.
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Why did not all the open-minded Arab intellectuals gather therein?

Probably the more appropriate answet is that Egypt has witnessed a compreliensive
cultural movement, ever since the epoch of Mohammed Ali. This distinguished ¥ from

other Arab countrics. i

We shall not harp on this aspect, but will only mark out certain f¢gtures that are

capable of clarifying Egypt's image at that time:

- "By the end of 1883, around 60 members of the Saint Simgne™goup came over (o
Lgypt from France. They roamed the streets of Cairo in g uniférm of red shirts and
white trausers. Their contributions were divided among delivering lectures in Arts
and Literature, constructing the barrage, preparing geoggaphic statistics and census,
building caule sheds, making a bust of thg vali, téaghing in language schools and
schools of medicine, engineering and ghstetrics,\ppopagating the French language,
establishing the sthool of agriculturg! ruRning ®ye school of military engineering and
the school of artillery, excavating dor niinegifiéh desert, preparing musical festivals,

establishing an art school in, GiZasAs WwellLas a general cducational council, and

. I .o Wit
constructing over 39 factorigtand schealst.. cte 153

- In 1826 Mohammed Ali had Sent 3sgudents (among which 35 were Egyptians) to
France, in order to specialize in the sciences of military management, chemistry,

manufacture of arms, foundrigs, ni¥dicine and surgery ... ete.t

Mohammed Al atempted adstablish a modern powerful state. Maybe the following

figures would (i@s;‘:i:ty’ a clearfifage.
- In 1839 the Bgyptian wgmd mounted to 277, 166 soldiers and sailors.(9)
1 1837 the number dF factories were 29 and the workers were 30,000.(9)
: - In 1832 the sthdeMs at Kasr E1 Aini school alone were 1,220.47

- The Arscpal @F Alexandria included SO0 workers,(9)

\ .,
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- Mcanwhile, an Egyptian Sheikh, dispatched by Mohammed Ali to Paris, returned
after accompanying the studients as a religious escort. This was Rifa'a Al-"Tibtawi.
e presented on altogether new concept to the Egyptians, demanding equality,
constitution, the right of cducation, woman's freedom and furthermore he seeked a
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- During the epoch of Khedive Ismail (1875), the number of scllodﬁ’é%tl__jountcd to 129,
10) '

P

including 13,830 students.! i

Ismail dispatched 162 students to Europe, including one fendafesstudent. They studied
in Vienna, England, Ialy, Germany and Switzerland. Thég#specialized in medicine,

pharmacology, nataral history, law, enginecring, arts, accouing and pedagogy.

Ever since the epoch of Tsmail, several newspaperstwd magazines were issued. A
parliamentary body was constituted under ghgname of\ The Law Deliberation Council".
The Opera House was constructed. A widle chlturalagheaval was launched, extending to

several domains (ournalism - printingacting @uuisic ... ete).{1D

Thus the Egyptian climate wasanorg prepared than any ther to receive these ideas and

welcome their launchers.

Now, after this introduction, §tte speaking of the socialistic trends of the Arab

intellectuals, who opposed the Oliontan caliphate, we can halt before three pirots.

- The Islamic Trend: repe€sénted by Sheikh Jamal Eddin Al-Afghani (taking into
consideration that hé was not a born Arab, although his influence on the Arabian
policy and culturéff general, and the Egyptian onc in particular, is profound and

elfective) and Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakbi,
- The Liberal Tiend @ Wali Eddin Yakan.

- The LaictTrend: Shelby Shomail, Farah Antone, Rafik Jabbour, Nichola Haddad.




Tewfik, and against the attempts of the English to occupy Eg

We should affirm that these names represent simply examples of an intellectual ar

cultural movement, which exceeds by far those few names. v—

A. The Islamic Trend:

Jamal Eddin Al-Afghant was not an Arab, He was born in Afghanistan. we refer

to the fact that he played a significant role in promoting Egvpt intellectually dgthpolitically
It could be

by the end of Khedive Ismail's epoch and well into Khedive 'I'C‘Jfﬂk'E@f :
llectuals of the

stated that he was one of the fundamental inStructors, organizers :mn&

Egyptian movement, which was soon converted into a rcvtrly& against Khedive

['his revolution was

under the leadership of the LEgyptian Army officers, }]CMICVA mmed Orabi. It was

g N
designated the Orabi \L\U!IIUOI] (1881 - 13—\2).“~:l Q_

Al-Afghant was undoubtedly an Islamic guteliectualand combatant. Yet he was a

Ll

religious man, unique in his kind. Te :1!Tim

science. "I a conflict should rise betweengdhent relig

with science”. In his later writings,! % 1y
L 4
Q'ira

stated that the Muslim scientists \s&
Abou Bakr Ben Boushroun. I

igion should comply with modern

is 10 be interpreted in compliance
Jarwin's Theory. Furthermore, he
I for the Evolution Theory, primarily
imed his abidance to socialism and
cmphasized its adherence o Islam in essence .. stating that "As for socialism in Islam, it

is Tused with the Ishamic religion and is*agdh n_nl to the morals of its pcople”.

"The first who d[q:hul socia lem!mz}u, successors of IIIL Prophet Mohammed™.

Probably this was the first i 'hcr-c the word "Socialism™ was applied directly and

scientifically in Arabic wri!in

Soime people might in@c that Al-Afghani has applied the word "Soctalism" as a
literary or emotional @ym, In fact, he presented a correct and scientific definition of
socialisim, e states Ut ocialism will retrieve a lost right for the majority of the toiling
people". He :lIsn’.\'x that "Although the advocates of socialism are few today, yet one

“will prevail and man will know that all people are cqual and

day true knowlce
ted 1o those who are more beneficial and helpful to the society™.(13)

distinction is@

)
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What is more important is that such ideas were not seeds sown in a desert, but divgeted
to a blazing revolutionary movement, that exploded by means of the Egyptian/ army
soldiers .lml officers, backed by multitudes of intellectuals, tradesmen and p{,awmq all

und r the IL uiuship of Ahmed Orabi Pasha.

When Willrid Blunt met Orabi (as minister of defence) he aske@™hin about his
program. Orabi offered him a simple and clear apercu: ™

- Abolishment of the forced labour system, imposed by the TurKish pashas throughout

the Egyptian countryside.

- Eliminating the monopoly of the Turkish pashas upon thefiter u-f irrigation.
- Protecting the peasants from fuz'cig'n usurcts.

- Spreading education for men and women=plike.

- Iee elections for a new parliament

- Abolishing slavery.

It seems that the abolishmewof slayery{ was of particular significance, since the
Y 4
English and Europeans in general accuisc® the Orabi Revolution of being a retarded

Islamic revolution, which secks to rezestablish slavery that has been annuled by the West.

For this reason, Orabi spoke at I¢dgth with Blunt, concerning the issue of slavery. He
stated that: Those who own staves are.the Khedive, the princes, the pashas and the
Turks. Those are the enemiesAvhom the peasant movement secks to overthrow. Orabi
emphasized that the prin¢iplés of freedom and reformation call for equality among

everyone, regardless of fag€ycolour or creed".(14)
Those were the cghglpts of this revolution's leader. What about its'multitudes?

Upon the brggRoutol the revolution, the peasants indulged in settling their accounts
with the Turkish Tandlords. They confiscated the lands, distributing them among

themselves. Ahey attacked the usurers, mainly Greeks, and took hold of the indebting

L\
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bills of exchange, and burnt them.(19)

Mr. Cartright, the general British vice-consul panicked and dispatched a messggéfrom
Alexandria in June 20, 135"2, informing his minister of foreign affairs that “an=efficial
picce of news was released by the government, stating that in a village peagBenha, a
Greek has been assassinated upon his refusal to give the peasants their ifdebting bills of

exchange.(10)

Another version was as follows:

"Orabi asked for contributions from the people, in order @ support the army in its
struggle against the English. The chiefs of villages were_unfir to the Turkish and
Circassian Pashas (This might be the first time in which the urks suffered "injustice").
The Chicfs, of villages inquired if the Turks had\broughtséyer these lands from Turkey.
This is Egyptian soil and we arc the sons eiEgypt. Ng¢/one else should profit from it.
Some even went as far as usurping the pgopetics ofae Turkish pashas and distributing
them among themselves, asking the Tarkish p&shaswo leave this country as destitute as

upon their arrival.(17)

1

However, this revolution did vetlast for oo,
) g

Al-Afghani was banished from Egypt. The revolution was contained by the English
army, through an agreement with the Fsgch (who facilitated to them the use of the Suez
Canal) and through the Turkish caligh, who fcared the consequences of such a popular
revolution. Thus, he issucd a fatwinto the effect that Orabi has deviated from Islam and
antagonized the Muslims' caliphf. Some Egyptian landlords also feared the consequences

confiscating their properfigs™nd money,
However, the idegh Xgre not vanquished. They proceeded on.

We shall halg beTore another Islamic intellectual, namely Abdul Rahman Al-Kawakbi.

Al-KawakbiwdS a prominent man of religion in Aleppo. He plunged into a ferocious

struggle agdinktthe Ottoman oppression. The Turkish turants nearly arrested him, which

e o
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forced him 1o flee to Egypt in 1899,

However, Al-Kawakbi was cven unsale in Cairo. The sultan’s spies lr:m;'cghim

down and attempted to assassinate him. They stole from him the manuscript!

his most important books. "Greatness is God's™ and "Journals of Ktv”. They

dispatched them to constantinople, where they were destroyed,

wo of

Thus, Al-Kawakbi chose to sign his articles and books under Q&mc of "K. the

explorer”

We have in our possession two books by Al- }\Av..tkln%fml is Naturcs of

Desptisim and Ruins of Subjugation”,

In his book, Al-Kawakbi violently attacks 1}1:(1{.‘5{10{1(@”1 an system, declaring that

"Despotism is the trait of the authoritarian g nen h acts freely and blindly in
people’s affairs”. He proceeds saying 11 Ihe s| ic ruler controls the people's

affairs, accgrding to his will, not lhurx Igbc\ m according to his whims, not lhur

laws, Tie is well aware that he is a an garessor. Thus, he hushes up the
HE

0

multitudes by his heels, forbidding @endto prol a word of truth or to seek it."

He affirms that the multitudes are’cay ;:f confronting despotism, once they realiz
the truth. e states that "Who are the populace? They are those, who once they're

ignorant, they are afraid, and once théwgdre afraid, they give in. Still, once they realize,

they speak, up, and once ihey s )CS E they act’

IHe states that the despotisn he ruler leads to the despotism of the entire state organ

on all levels. O '

"A despolic govcrn::@s undoubtedly despotic in all domains, starting from the

greater tyrant to the pgliceman to the attendant to the street sweeper.” He proceeds saying:

"The greater minixtx swhie meaner. The lesser ministers are less mean. Thus, their levels
of meanness is gpaccordance to their posts”.
From this t 1ous attack against despotism in the Ottoman state, Al-Kawakbi diverts

his speeceh Qﬂsc il system, stating that:
L4
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"The natural system is thatany animal species does not devour itself. yet man dexouts

man, exploits him and snaches away his efforts™.

e asserts that Islam prohibits the acquisition of any surplus from another man'’s
effort. and states that "Islam demands a fair and lawful means of carngggynoncy, i€
from nature's abundance, or tirough trading, or in return for work or ganrantees'.

p =
Isalim demands that profit would not come through monopoly og, Ylpdering the weak,
] = ; .
i

nor through the acquisition of lands that belong to one and all& Finally, Al-Kawakbi

states that Islam secks” the limitation of property™.

Furthermore, Al-Kawakhi emphasizes that Iskam "sceks ddimit profit to man's needs.

Excessive wealth leads o collapse of morals to Both the fighand the poor.™

S

Al-Kawakbi proceeds asserting that "Sodighi is the'§eeret that guarantees the success

! & ey . . .
of the states™. Tie states that "in most gfiliz¢d weg®mn countries there exist organized

socicties, including millions of peoplef Sh soci@ligs demand equality and similar rights.

They seek to oppose the existing despoysm™

Once more he affirms that sécifism i€ nova western concept. "The successors of the
prophet understood the Koran, They applied it. They established a government that dealt
fairly with them and with the the poagalike. They instigated within the Muslims feelings
of brotherheod and social ties. They provided socialistic modes of living, that are hard to
find among brethren of one Qukily, living under the wings of the same father and

mother™. '

As Tor Al-Kawakbi's séeautd book, it is entitled "Mother of Villages", in reference to
"Meeea". Here, he visdaizds a conference held for the Islamic peoples. 1t is attended by
22 rcprcsc;rl;nivcs._._:i\kli:t‘.l.';lkhi asks them questions and they answer him. Among his
questions "Whal réison les behind backwardness"? Onc miember answers

"Backwardne &g due 1o poverty. In fact, the Islamic Sharia is built upon the fact that the

poor are ciitjtied=to part of the rich people’s money. Money is to be taken from the rich

and givenAQubie poor. However, the Islamic governments have reversed the situation.

. Y o 3 o ’ : ]
hey ghileg Trom the poor and miserable to distribute on the rich, )

R
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Al-Kwakbi remains in Cairo, combatting the Ottoman despotism, that hides behin

Islamic statements. [lis combat is bolstered by pure Islamic attacks, condem 1§ R
S it
despotism and exploiiation, and calling for freedom and socialism, :
sk R shnn il .’i
| 4
B- The Liberal Trend: b
Wali Eddin Yakan . . is a descendant of a wealthy Turkish family. I& ;zmdﬁnher is ..
Ibrahim Pasha Yakan, the nephew of Mohamed Al Pasha. (Yak: »ans nephew in £
Turkish). His maternal grandfather is one of the circassian prmu.@’o fled to Turkey, i N
in order to escape the Russian despotism. The Ottoman caliph walTpmT ed him heartily and
offered him vast lands and properties, especially wifﬁn the sutdel™ Siwas".
Naturally, his father, Hassan Sirry Yakan I d\\cll g vpt, but disagreed with i

the Khedive and fled to constantinople, \\iur}‘Q .m% hegot Wali Eddin (1873).
After the death of his father, he l‘cmrnm@ I re he Taunched a wide campaign
against the Turkish Sultan, because 0®amr%mmm e wrote several articles
and verses, attacting the Ottoman despaiism. Alv:alui the "Outoman Commissariat” i
Cairo. It w:unul him more than once. Fine the Sublime Porte allured him to
constantinople, with the pretext of p:min@g in a committec to be formed by Ahmed
Galal Pasha, in order to set a new congeuation for the Empire, based upon democracy.
After hesitating, Wali Eddin agreec Y?ving there he fell in the caliph's snare. No

constitution - No democracy. On%orc Wali Eddin started his campaign with articles

and verscs. Finally, he was b

returned promptly to Cair
despotism. f 9

Wali Eddin spoke 35 Shwth on freedom inehis articles and verses.

to "Siwas” for seven years. Upon his release, he

order to resume his struggle against the Ottoman

"Freedom is th Mui s enemy and the poor people's friend” "Miserable are the

advocates of iu% They seek to free the people from tyranny, ‘but fall themselves

under its \*ok cedom roamed the world, Whenever it entered o country, it set its

LQ
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priscners free, but when it reached Imhv it was arrested and imprisoned in Yaldz". 2l

I did not suftice Yukan to defend treedom. He went as far as defending the Nmr

labeurers, inspite of his asstoctatic upbringing.

"year fellow worker . 1 extend to you my oath of brotherhood. If you se ' love, |
offer it 1o you. If you suffer injustice, my pen is your tongue, my word Q your advocale

and my life is your ransom™. - ' \

wali Eddin Yakan vehemently attacks the rich, saying that he ¢f upon a minister

seated on a gilded chair "whicre every nail in that chair is more preifs than the worthless

life of the minister himseli™. Q ;
Once more he defends the workers. "He WEAAW}{S ) l_mzunjum to the workers, let
P

him do without them. Let those princes and WeTthy peoplle confess that they are not in

need of Tabourers and their work. Let ther ¢ Off that™ich garments and march to the
factories, rolling up their sleeves and ma tlll‘l;w]l' needs. Then and there will they
realize the value of work and the wont @‘\le\@)
'
Finally, Yakan attempts to pre: \ Wi V;(:mnm picture of the society of which

he is dreaming - a society whose wealth is confiscated for the welfare of the majority, not

the extravagance of the rich minority. V

"If wealth is spent on cducati E Shildren would resemble prophets. I it is sown,

grains of gold would sprout. I% vished on beggers, they would dress up from the
most expensive stores and wo ‘¢ chocolate for breakfast”.

floman despotism, Wali Eddin Yakan launches a ferocious

In his suuggle against the
battle against the men f reltfion, who are backing the caliph. He comments that "If we

compile all the turl !@*‘Ch man of religion in the Otioman states, we would build a

" 2 1" j
stronghold, that lh < fleet itself would fail to destroy 3]

We must re 1 important observation. Wali Eddin Yakan is an aristocratic liberal,

yet in his 8

£ ul‘lhcnn@c

oIt for freedom, he is led to the issue of equality and social equity

rehemently attacks the men of religion, just like the laices.

S
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supported it.. because Lgypt was the only country in the region, enjoylifg=semec
fundamental freedoms such as the freedom of press and of expressing npini(vd,lc did

not realize that Egypt was deprived of the most important freedom - that of i

In one of his books issued in Egypt, the first page carries a thg\
Cromer (The British de facto ruler of Egypt) with the "followin *m ¢ underneath
"Egypt's S:wimn"“. This turned the Egyptians, demanding the/bdek to be banned.
NMorcover. Wali Eddin was upset by one of the false British state that were declared
from time to time, to the effect that Britain intended to evacuate Faypt. Although no one
took such statements seriously, yet Wali E-‘.ddinf&d it a iate to express his decp
concern about the possibility of Britain's withdraw mn?;vm. Lic urged the English to
remain in Egypt, lest the edifice of freede 1%\11( collipse (and maybe because he
feared, lest the Oll()m{lil.I'Li!CI',\']l‘ip should 1'&10.1{_

Naturally, the Egyptians stood :1;137113\; all Qﬂ"l’nkuu .. refusing all his writings.

i

Probably Yakan's stance from/the,occy ;& wn rendered all his words inadmissible,

whether concerning freedom or the poor people's rights.

® V seshe ke
C. The Laic Trend E

We come across four intelleefugls, all NMaronites - all from the region of the mountain

of Lebanon and all striving iir cause from the Landd of Egypt.

We halt before some si;u%c:un phenomena that instipate the rescarcher.

The Stance from !wrilish Ocecupation

. %
Similar to Wmhiin Vakan's-stance was that of Shebly Shomail.. total and overt

support to lll%ih‘h occupation, considering that the latter promoted Egypt and

motivated i@ ®rds frecdom o (Freedom to him constituted the most important issue. It

O

)

However, because Wali Yakan was only liberal with a Turkish orgin and affiliation k

did not sense the pressure of the British occupation in Egypt. On the contrary, hiﬁay

L"—;—;w "
T B e o A e T Y AT 1 e

L\‘

-_-,—;u.n-ﬂ(?
prn Iy

i s e

B et s S T e




Db S el e - i

LR S T L

represented the offsprings of the mind and intellect, and consequently advancement)

In one of his articles that turned the Egyptians against him, Shomail states that !E pt
- under the power of the English - has enjoyed an organized irrigition system, with a
wider range of cultivation. Peasants have become enriched. Their “VWC now
worthwhile. Egypt has become financially stable, thus inspiring confidend¢” Freedom

2 . " :Al
reached the extent thit prison doors were wide open L : Q_

When Egypt led its baule against the attempts of the occupatic \mlnm the Suez
Canal capitulations (1909}, the "Legislative Society” succeedec lcr the pressure of a
wider popular battle, to defy the occupation forces it voted this proposal. Yet,

cd the occupation's

Shomail stood up against the violent Egyptian current. h
requests. His justifications were that "the right! nf sle ‘ome before the rights of

individuals, no matter how great the latter ara hi:rmv.lhc rights of the world come
before the rights ol any state )
0
Egyptians rose against his \.vrilings spupers responded vehemently to
Shomail's stance "the day on which e Doy pllQ-tmn an;uucci the occupation, your

highness Mr. Philosopher crilicier \l& So, kmnll\ leave us to our ignorance and
a0

carry back your knowledge 1o your countiy

As for his stance from mhvmn...

Shomail writes blatontly dgmnasl iZﬂ ion. "Those who admit the presence of a power
S v
that created the world out of n:w?. have no proof to their savings LD e attacks men
!

of religion”™ Religions are cot from the wellare of the people to a means of profitin

the hands of those who m ate them, in order to control the world, even through the
- o

destruction ol humanity”

Morcover, his :m!wcnmcx’ exageerated. "I humanity all over the world cuts the
) Higion, who are alone responsible for all the atrocities that were

flesh of the Im{lo\
commitied and stillale committed in the name of religion, still humanity would not have

= g = = " {’“\,
taken its rcv& call erimes against man™. :
A\
5@-,"....,.._—_._........4;.&“ e e S A T e e S SN s
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s baitle against Tslam. e is confronte « by Sheikh NMohammied
0 ()

Abdou "Mufii of Istam”™. Their violent campaign is entitled "Islam and Christianity™.

Farah Antone also len

Fgypt Huares up y arkd beconics on the verge of @ serious sectarian dissension, except that

both men cut their dialogue, in order to maintain unity among Egypt's \hu

Copts. §>

Others like Nichola haddid were more ¢ar cful not to indulge 'so ca y in such

\

matlers.

lere we wonder. Why cuch an assault on re cligion, FFirst come Yious lerrorism

launched by the Ottoman empire against the Christians of the L d?ﬁ territories. There

also comes the Ottoman cosreion W rapped ina ralwu S ey ChQ.

3 3 7 [
T{owever, this explains a stance aganst I«‘.l;sm h\ ag st Christianity as well?

A historian siates that “The Protestant muéhm'x ad the Maronite chureh exercised

uI errorism and dissension, in

a great influence in ebanon. They ¢ u:'u.c

order 1o exercise full ¢ ontrul on their TGy eed the Lebanese intcllectuals to

launch violent assaults on fand muxmk Aq

i

Nichola 1laddad refers 10 his childhe sod in the mountain of Lebanon, and how he
feared the discrimination campaign, ichomc NMaronite men of religion against
Christians of other sects. is mothar Went as far as refusing to buy from onc of the
pedlars, just because he was & ””é‘d&mt Christian.

Abbas Al'Agad, a great i’@m intellectual during the 20's, was interested in this

phenomenon. He interpre 1%\& ing "the Maronite church controlled the lives of its

aned®on its relationship with France, in order to tighten its arip

subjects in fcbanon. !

on these subjects. 1L religious power, an intetlectual leader, an gsk iblisher of
schools, a pl‘imch ks, an cducw‘u of children .snd adults ... all this led some

open-minded intel L\ll\ (o defy such an absolute authority™." )

Afler Hl'\‘-‘-‘Q‘ﬂ";i:r\.‘;;lit-:'.::‘ we shall hasten o the four intellectuals,
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Shebly Shomail
A doctor - son of a Lebanese landlord - born in the villuge of Kafr Sham'a.. .:uiz'd
medicine in the Faculty of Protestants - graduated in 1871 - left for Burope in Sto
spend a year studying naturka scienees, anotomy and Darwin’s Theory - came{OAEYpt L0
issue "Al-Shifaa" magazine. Soon, he became one of its prominent intelectudl
In 1898, Shomail released a book entitled "The Philosophy of Evol wim'', It was a
1
aanslation of Buchner's book "Six Lectures on Darwin's ‘]‘hcm-yw 1ied in German
in 1868)" . *
A great tumult arises around this hook Shomail docs neegetrtat. [e defies and
procecds with his speech on the Theory of Evolu ionism. Peyattempts to prove that man
"is a natural being, not created”. Shomail was atly infercsted in natural science.
Probably, he was the first 1o write about is lutW\'uivpn 'nts in the Arabic language.
: e defends freedom and attacks lyr:u%ﬁ lg@bm«iom campaigns against the .
Ottoman caliph. Te writes lovely Iigrlirg ‘uuQE d poctry. His articles infiltrate the L
L 4 !'-".
various newspapers (Al these articleSayere Cuaore {in 1910 in two big volumes). .
le calls for revolution . . and sociali Shomail refuses any ultra structure of the ¥
capitalistic society. e considers it fake and demands a new and reasonable ultra >
3
structurc. P
| E R . _ :
‘ * To comprehend the exient of}ic mee on behalf of Shebly Shomail to struggle for :
' the publication of his book "l ilosophy of Evolutionism", it deems necessary 10 b
refer to 1882, when a violent @tc broke out in the American University in Beiruth, E
‘ which was then designated 7 yrian Evangelical College”, when Dr. Lois delivered a E
‘ specch on Graduation Dayehiming - just hinting - to Darwin. All the conservative doctors f;
" . e s + i 7 ke
tarned apainst him, To ¥igh Darwin was Fhe symbol of atheism and heresy. No i‘
veference is to be madg i him, nor to his achievements, within the edifice of the college, i
. & ! 1
under any circumstagc¥gs - : ¥
i
Upon the pr* mmwverted on Lois, a number of students (50) united with him under i
: o : i : ; i
the leadership ¢ corgy Zidan, They went on strike in remonstration against the 1
conservative dmlfent. However, the crisis ended upon the resignation of Dr. Lois and the :
retreat of sg striking students.
; . @ . : & a - . : 2
(Refor in). Mafik Joha Darwin and the crisis, 1882, Medical circle. Beiruth (1991).
=
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[e even attacks the law "Why should we judge the erroncous. Aren't we the ongs
taught man to lie, because he saw us punishing the righteous. Didn't we lc:lcv&n o
steal, because we did not provide hinywith his needs et

e eqlls Tor revolution "But the revolution <hould emanante [rom lh?ﬂ}l’lc. there

should be a sort of concealed agreement thereupon among the people. Sugiha revolution

-an then be neither conquerpd no resisted.”
i

[e goes as far as calling for a worldwide revolution “thrcﬂ coples back one

another and the nations support each other, in order to topplg peyernment and shuffle

them for the better” Q’
: ialists “Thieves of Society”
"roaming and and romping thieves, protected by Jaws o governments’.

Shomail tackles the "labourers’ z?{inn ﬂglﬂiZsL employers”, for the sake of
socialism. \z\

; .
"Sociallsm is an inevitable w ¢ ()Q«hlishcd introductions> It is achieved,
el

ismgibitee society. It is governed and imposed by

regardless ol all hcsitmims"./‘{‘
34 A

general natural laws™

Shomail speaks often about socialism. Te calls ¢

&:i: B
Then we come to another inlcil:'i‘uq

Farah Anfone: @

Born in Tripoli (I_.eb in 1874, e graduated from Kefteen School. He traded in
ree to rhn a school, established by a Roman Orthodox

wood. Then he gave @y gomme

Charitable Organization. He strived to keep the school non-sectarian, The President was a

Protestant, the l‘:11 or and headmaster were Maronites and the Arabic Language

professor “3& shim.

Later, lg¥lime o B

gypt, beeause to him it was "the core of the world, from wheih

all directions™. e arrived in Alex in 1897.11e

219 -

science nowlédge spread like rays in
) o
L 4



released a sophisticated cultural scientific magazine, entitled "The Otoman Ga

(1899). Later, he dropped the term Otoman and kept the title "Al-Gami'a".

A journalist describes "Al-Gami'a” saying, "it was a magazine for llmmﬁ strived
for new principles. and those who freed their minds from old-fashioned ideas. Its editor
sought to liberate the oriental minds and social ideologies from the ¢ ' ! nl the past.
e succeeded in establishing a new current of the modern cra of liberty and

'
frecdom from all restraints, apart from what reason entails.®Y)

In 1907 IFarali Antone emigrated to America, where he i ‘Li ‘./\I—G:nni'a" in New
York. However, he soon returned to Egyvpt after the Ot n overthrow". Yet, his
concepts were new. Over there, he encountered the r’\lﬂLI‘ ocialist Vanguards, such

as Bugene Debs (a founder of the American Speialist IQL nd Henry George (author of

"Progress & Poverty™). -

Farah Anione was perpetualdly uuhyk , to the extent that one of his contemporarics
boi

described him as "an author who is a 1@* wer foprty degrees” He also wrote in
ing freedom - socialism. He wrote tens of

various (lmn.lm\ l‘hzlmnph) - relgionAdef
L 4
plays, 10 the extent that some | NS n a plavwright.

We shall halt betore his v..umrs 01 .msm He released an issue of "Al-Gami's” on

1/1/1900. In the editorial, he wrote:

"This issue is relcased on theNgy where the 19MC ends and the 207C. begins. This
century is witnessing the flaeSof the French revolution. The latter has cstablished the
fundamentals of freedom hggehout the world. Undoubtedly, the works of the 19thC
are incomplete, becausefit oply sufficed to speak of frecdom and equality. We confess
that socialism and so%ls were welcomed. This helped democracy and sipported the

great hopes on you - 20, v you proceed in safety and

=

poor all over l{u;'npc. W lie

in peace” !

Farah Anw\\ulx that capitalism will eventually be conquered, after "conquering

the social litical corruption”. A socialistic state will emerge "a state of social

L " _‘H
coll: mor‘ and human whai ity among all the soctal strata .( )

L\._
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between 1
dinlogue, Farah Antone does not fail to provide the labourers with ;1rg1inials and

excerpts of Karl Marx,

carry a revolution “gather u

power. |

soldiers. We are all brethren, sineg we are

soldiers received orde

Farah Antone releases a famous play "Religion, Science & Money". It is a dic &
it

epresentatives of labourers, capitalists, men of religion and scientists s

After a lengthy dinlogue, the labourers representative delivers a &:|1L19L‘Yfgitlg them to

p before (aetories, farms and shops. LS display our
et them know finally that we demand part of the profit or gisc ath”.

" abourers ¢merge

o from every corner, clamouring “Long ]@i;ﬂism" "Socialism or

death” The army soldicrs were guarding the factories, sialhc abourers yelled "Hail,

cons of one n. do not hurt us". The

re to attack. They attacked - exge for 50 soldiers, who dropped

their arms and joined the labourers. The rcxhof e &liors tuirned against their welfare
and the welfare of the people. By the f the Yy, the soldiers managed finally to

; (39
disperse the fabourers L A
; 9,
Antone calls for an attempt 10 BAPGSC ¥ mm by force, "other wise it will remain a
L4
o

= 1" . . " 5
theory forever” lle kept wriliqg tgns Of MgCics in magazines, defending the October

revolution and attacking its Mmmkq
STRIN b = o

Nichola Uaddad: v—
Another Lebancese whd‘é\w to Egypt to work as a journalist. e marricd "Rose”,
h for America with them and they all returned together.

.

sister of FFarah Antonc. I

W cornerstone in the Enlightenment Movement. e was

iy Shomail, Wali Eddin Yakan and even Farah Antone in the fact

distinguished from.
Ile did not want 10 Opposc

Uged the feclings of the Egyptian people.

that he acknow
gyptians, he had to evade any

such feel e realized that in order 1o influence the B

[ERYEA
. - .
clashes mu Lwo most important clements of their social awarenes religion and thewr

ntgol

<)

et

)
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‘Thus, Nichola found a wider field of tackling the Egyptian emotions and deliv ééhis
thoughts to them. Concerning the British occupation, Nichola wrote "the libéragion of

Egvpt from the British occupation is the wish of every eyptian, This fact 1 gmput ible.
A'll he would

say: 1 do not want them. The Fgyptian secepts no discussion in this copeg o 40

101 tell an Bgypiian thut the English are the Prophet Mohammed's servai

1 .
Nichola Haddad wrote favishly and extensively. But his mostimpertant writings were

in sociology, natural sciences, the issue of defending intern: an_

Nichola Haddad's socialism is distinguished by 1ts th@w and distinctness. It is
clear-cut and effective, capahle nfmﬂl encing the \mnn%
(Not only beeause of its clarity, but also becausc Ni L was consistent with the

Egypfians feclings). :

We shall halt before an article and a

‘The article was published i ;11 Al ™wgagazine, one of the most widespread

Egyptian magazines. It was %shcd 118, In the article, Haddad states that:
ihle w established on fair economic and social

¢ and socialism.

“Socialism is logical and jtisg

fundamentals. it necessit 1¢ 1?&@ Of the present cconomic system and the
establishment of a new sy::tcm"K)I ¢ proceeds saying "The injustice of the prescnt
system, of which socialist complain, is that it leads to the accumutation of wealth, This
wealth is the fruit of the labot efforts. It falls in the hands of a limited category of
people. The labourers arc l&g"}:cd of this fruit, A few individuals succeed in gathering
inconceivible amounts Ancy, while thousands of workers beg for a living, and fail to
{ind one. The system Sefight by socialists can be summarized as follows: Transferring all
companies and ulil in which labourers work, and all real estates from the hands of

their owners @:Ii!dﬁ of the government, where such produciive utilities become

owned by Ihwwiun»,.

lhub‘m flections of the October revolution and what it provided to the socialist

L/
advoc: &I oypt from clarity and audacity.

.

et ha it
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“Socialism®, In his book, Haddad speaks of §
[t is the society, which allow

In 1920, Haddad issucd a4 hook entitled

the capitalistic society, saying” Sounrestrained S\ygales
among individuals, The strong profits from the fry;

ts of the toiling poor. In oth
the strong is allowed

to live on the expense of the wenk,
which necessitates that ¢

words,

This is contrary to socialism,
ach individual enjoys the

owteome of his labour, e idering that

ngly."

CVEryone participating in lubour should obtain the fruir of his efforts, ace

Haddad further condenmns the capitalistic society, making use of | irect contact with
the American Socicty and hig perusal of the

American mri;:]is&wr ings. e says that
"5000 Americans, je. | 200,000 of the population, hold theewenlth of nearly all of

< w42 4 . :
Americy .(q ) In an answer o a statement that the difference nmms 1S attributable to

proficiency-and efficicney, he states that ™ he president of () epublic of France should '
preside for over 44 years, saving all his sala

n orded (o collect a million francs.

L e

Similarly, the president of the American repubhic’s

ouldpreside for 50 y

gather a million dollars, Reckleller, the KQI:M:. :
years in order to gather his present fortund, B vig -
| of his sulary". ' @
| Q IJ.-“ |
| .
Haddud categorically refuses ANy réefin o §ys tempts or trials” (o pacify the pains of ‘

~ He states that "we want the b

the capitalistic community by the MIIE:M‘LHHU:”E:m'
and enjoy the fruits of his toil. He
I

ars, in order to !

ould preside America for 10,000 b

1t he does not spend a single cent

should find solution to his

labourer 1o obitain his rights
probleins through justice and no Ihrnquit'\-‘”.

As for the closing chapter of ihd bodk, its title entails

entitled "The World is destinied t@f'ciulixm".

In 1921, the Egyptian SOCS declared the establisment of party of their own.

ty. He confined himselr 1o the

on further explanation. Iy IR

Nichola did not contact thi role of the intcllecm:n!,

atthough he wied 1o respond toSome assaulis against the party.

azﬁ*li ssued a fawa that Socialisng i anti-religious, Nichola Haddad
responded ihruuglx%icic. asserting that socialism s a social cree

relgious matters, YeL

ks . E

R e el T O oty B e

- 23 .

When Sheikh Ta ft

d. It does not tackle

is the most compliant sociy] system, where all religions are
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concerned "™, Taddad releases an academic encvelopedia entitled "Sociaology”.

probably the first Arabic-written work in this context. Inspite of the academic aspe
the rescarch, yet, its words are highly significant .. e.g. "Working under the C:!nq;isliv
system is a sort of ubjugation. Man has not volunteered to work for more tham=hid actual

. . W (4l
need. Alas, he is forced to do so L)

Ile also affirms that true democracy, can only exist under socialist. ¥ The actual

democracy is incomplete, because it permits economic disparity. It \\@
so long as socialism is not applied. and individuals arc ﬁll(:\\e\
fortuncs. Thus, authority will proceed exploiting under the pre of democracy, since

authority secks money within a capitalistic society, mctud%*kmg, knowledge and

morals”.
: In his book "The Development of the Socia Sm:mQ-II. ddad asserts that "a new
i economic system cannot be established, caegpt throtgh the destruction of any system
’ pertaining to capitalistic, unnnnnt (IYint Privitte property of all means of

yecomes owned by the nation and

produciion is abolished, and eve nl@ﬁ\ 111" g
o (45

managed by the government™. (13) Q Q'

llaudtul issues another nilsuNh A in psvchology entitled "The Science of

Self-Discipline”. 1le releases a numb wlitically - inclined plays and novels, all

speaking overtly of the failure of 11@.\{&11&: system, and the necessity to establish a

socialistic society. v—

However, before ending ot . about Nichola Haddad, it deems necesary to clarify
that he confined himself to thw/tdle of an intellectual and author. He utterly refused any

participation in party or po @ | activities of a socialistic tendeney.

@ dods sl shee stedke
Rafik .EuhlmQ/

There I‘CIU-‘W!Q’%I]C‘:‘ Lebanese . born in Kafr Fallous (1882). THe s also a Maronite,

atic family. He even led an aristocratic life at the wake of his carcer.

born to an afisio®

Iran :lp;min’j i
L 4
\ * \

k‘;,wxrzmmmmvwn-wm-.-w:-v;.——.n-w <e ey o Ty ey —r =t g =

1 consul i the Ouoman state.
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However, the anti-Ottoman Maronite, who was affiliated to his Arabdom, p:u’lici%k

in assisting the son Al-Sherif Hussein, who was detained as a hostage by the e

Porte, to cscape. In his capacity as a consul, with all that thi entails from immuSti , he

helped him flee from Turkey. Once the son escaped, the father was able to declare his

T

mutiny against the sultan. The "Jabbour” family still posseses the letter of t S, sent by
Al-Sheril Hussein to the head of the family "Rafik”, because of his hel Al-Sherif's
s0on,

mlcrcd him persona

in Alexandria.

The Ottoman authroities discovered the role of the consul, and

non grata. Conscquently Iran was obliged to appoint him couns

In Alexandria, Rafik Jabbour encountered a great surge

call for socialism. He blended perfectly well with all 1!1;1LQ_

erty, advancement and

Telegrams from the British High Commissioner werg ditpatchd to the British Minister

of Foreign Alfairs, complaining of an antogoigstic rele, assumed by the Consul of Iran in

(-

ul General in Egypt, if he gives up

politics. Still, he refused. He resigne pit% journalism. He indulged in politics
L/

and became a socialist. However, g rgmaiged s editor in the Wald Party newspaper

(The Egypuan Bourgeoisie Parfy) Icfk‘m

"Youthful Lebanon”. Then, he seeretly joindd the Egyptian Socialist Party, which later

a Lebanese socicty under the name of

became "The Egyptinn Communist Pagty'# 1t seems he kept his membership secretive, in

order to proceed with his work inth rgeois papers.

conumitiec membes were arr

In 1924, a decree was issuce ‘Eilsk lving the Egyptian Communist Party. All its central
wied. Here, the role of Rafik Jabbour, as a member in the
secret central commiitee, l'iL prominent.

Lere lics the differencesbetween Nichola Haddad and Rafik Jabour. They were both

P -

serene and clear-mided. They both adhered to the Egyptian struggle. Yet, Haddad

preferred the in cu.Awul role, while Rafik Jabbour indulged in the socialistic combat till
L/

the very end. P

B\ . Q
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In 1925, he was arrested. His bill of indictment included a paragraph stating that: k

"Rafik Jabbour - 43 yeurs old - born in the mountain of Lebanon - editor in Al-

newspaper (u Waldist paper) - is accused of eriminally conniving with others to &

homicides, propagate revolutionary ideas against the principles of the constitution, and
1§m

cncourage the toppling of the fundamental systems by force, terrorism and cans.
'
He participated with others to commit the crime of forming a gang fron irers and
ol \ - o (40)
peasants, in order to attack a group of landlords 36) Q'
Then and there the people realized that Rafik Jabbour was a cor nist, and that the

socialistic - minded journalist "Mohammed Siddig Antar”, who i@i,scvcml books on

socialism, and who released an overt magazine entitied "Al-1igrmpme1s but Rafik Jabbour

himself. : Q_

In the editorial of the first issue Al-ITisab magazineNRafik Jabbour (Mohammed
Siddiq  Antar) wrote adecisive article; "I-‘n,r& ke o

peasants, we issue this paper. For the s

wetoiling class of Iabourers and

¢ of delivdging the word to the governing

authoritics and the otherclasses in Lay

cluss".(ﬂ) ¢

iC rd "ofthis wretched and ill-treated

Rafik Jabbour also asked permission :&h}ish an overt party for labourers and
peasants. He proclaimed that "Egypt's parties today are mere political groups, working
without principles and proceeding accg M(J their class interests. Such interests clash

with the labourers' interests. Ilowﬁvc the toiling class is entitled to interests and
2 pafty, which would defend its interests and seek its

requests. It is entitled to establis]
1'c<]ucsiz~;s"('m}. @

an include the Tubourers of the cities and countrysides,

Jabbour asscrts that this }%
the destitute peasants, the ede€ated people, Ithmu;lIl professionals and the bourgeois

farmers". "However, thé&gfayfy's spine, brain and cart sould be the labourers. The party's

law should be very casalull not to allow the other classes to have control upon te party
L/

and manipulate it \;‘csls.— The party should be made up of labourers, made for

(49)

labourers and ma®Lby lubourers'

L

L\_
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However, we notice that the movements of the Syrian- Lebanese intellectual
progressionists were not totally isolated from the rest of their community.. When Shébly
Shomuil released his works in two volumes in 1910, the process of issuing ‘these two
volumes- with all their content of socialist, progressive, laic and even heretic ideas- was
financed by donations gathered from the Lebanese community in Egypt, and even from

some residing in Lebanon.

At the end of the second volume, we read a list of those who contributed with

donations, under the title "Table of Names of my Beneficient Assistants”.

The list includes names such as Amin Karam (Alexandria),Blias Sabbagh (Beiruth),
Naguib Sarasak. (Alexandria), George Kirdahy (Alexuprdrin). George Bey Sarsak
(Beiruth), Antone Khoury (Mansoura), Assaad Nichola (Caire), Adel Efendi Gabr (Jaffa),

Nichola Himsy (Halab).. It also includes three*Egyptiap-Muslims (50)..

Yet we would like to refer to the facythat,the mames of these Lebanese. who offered
donations,rbclm]g to rich and lofty families Nofig.ofthese played a prominent intellectual
or political role in Egypt. It seemsethat stich dopations were a sort of national solidarity
between these Lebanese and a follow/Lebdiiese thinker, who was subjected to a blatant
persecution from Egyptian Muslims. Hig%equrage and great Knowledge were a source of
pride to his country men.

However, the general conservative=trend in the Lebanese and Syrian community in
Egypt did not stop some well- organized progressive trends from appearing, such as the
group of (Lebanon the Youth)sSocialist and progressionist Lebanese joined the latter.
Some of them later turned ifito gommunists.

This group was formed at the wake of the second decade of the twentieth century. It
included Shafik Pasiéyr (an engineer, who later joined the communist party - Mansoura
branch). Adeeb Kash'amy (a worker in a tobacco company and a prominent unionist.

Later, he joinedithe Egyptian Communist Party), Antone Maroun (a lawyer- consultant

of the general*Irades Union- member of the central committee of the communist party-




sentenced to three years of prison in 1924- died in prison after a food strike, in protest
against his ill- treatment. The Egyptian communists consider him the first martyr_in their
party) (51), Fouad Shamaly (unionist- member of the Central committee of the Cammunist
Party- estabished later a party in Alexandria, which he called the Syrian- Lebanese Socialist
Party, (Consequently, the occupation forces deported him to Lebanon. whexe/hé played a
significant role in the Lebanese Communist Party), Rafik Jabbour (we disctssed him in the
first section of this study).

Thus, generally speaking, the group of "Lebanon the youth”Aeefs to be a socialist
group. Moreover, all its famous members were lofty cadres insthe Egyptian Communist
Party.. Furthermore, some information leads to the fact that qne of the primary steps in the
process of establishing the Communist Party- which was ipitially designated: The Egyptian
Socialist Party"- was the unification of Egyptian cells together with Lebanese cell
belonging to the group of "Lebanon the Youth”, as wellvas Greek, Armenian, Bulgarian
and Italian cells. However, the Egyptian/communists insisted that the principal leadership
would remain purely Egyptian.

We notice that soon a conflict afesebetweenfouad Shamaly and the leadership of the
Egyptian Communist Party. In a’press stagement, he called for the explusion of non- labour
leaderships from the party. He proclaimed: "I urge the socialist leaders in Egypt to leave
the labourers in charge of all their affairs? Socialism emanates from the labourers. It is for
the sake of labourers. It survives throygh labourers- not through tradesmen, landlords and
lawyers (52).

[n his statement, in whigh'he announced the establishment of the Syrian and Lebanon
socialists party, he blatantlyaebelled against the commintern, stating that "we embarked on
establishing a group that aims at defining Syria and Lebanon politically and economically.
We said socialist- (q10%, ommunist- because communism deemed unfavourable. Upon
setting our fundgimental principles, which we derived from the Third International, they
seemed contrary to our aspiration.. We are mere mouth- pieces of the helpless working
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classes. WesSeek to improve their circumstainces as much as possible.




We aim at having the working classes and peasants assume full responsibilitywin

running all their affairs, once the opportunity presents itself. (53).

Considering the Armenian community, the general trend therein seemed to be an
allegiance to the British occupation. This was a mode of expressing enmity 0 the Ottomans
and a means of protesting against the persecution of Armeniansewnder the Ottoman

caliphate. .

Probably it is no coincidence that the occupation resorted twice to Armenian agents, in
order to abort Egyptian revolutionary movements.

During the Orabi Revolution (1882), the English seeked,a justification to interfere. The
"Alexandria Massacre”, started by a fabricated quadrel between an Armenian and an
Egyptian. A great number of Armenians_backed their fellow countryman. Later, it was
proved that it was a premediated setup/A riot brokg out when Armenians roamed the city,
claiming that the Muslims are attempting to massdere the Christians. Investigations proved
later that a number of Armenian$ d$suimed dhetask of instigating this riot, which aimed at
turning foreigners and Christighs ift genexal dgainst the Orabi revolution, and furnishing

the English with a justification for theif Tntervention.

The same thing recurred, more«r less, in Abdeen in Cairo during 1919, when the first
sparks of the 1919 Revolution“broKe out. Bullets were shot from the windows of an
Armenian at one of the demoasteations. A clash occurred between the demonstrators and a
number of Armenians. (InveStigations proved that he who shot the bullets was involved
with the Security organg thal were subjected to the occupation authorities). Again, the aim
was to instigate the fofejgners against the revolution and provide justifications for the
occupation authoritigs, in order to take drastic measures against peaceful demonstrations.

However, this.did not prohibit the existence of progressionist and socialist Armenian
powers. Their fipst prominent role within the Egyptian revolutionary movements was when

the Egyptian police arrested three Russians in January 1907. One of them was Armenian.
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The charge against them was that they had escaped a death sentence in Tsarist Rugsid~The
papers said that "The police discovered that they came to Egypt for a malicious amn. The
Russian consulate informed the Egyptian government of this consequently, the police
arrested them and found explosives in their possession. Thus, the three of them lost their
right of political asylum... Deliberations are now underway, to déport them to the
government of Russia” (Al Mou'ayed, Jan 21, 1907). This is the occupation authorities'
version. The other version is that those three were sailors on boavd"ef the armored cruiser
"Botmikin". They had participated in the 1905 Revolution in Riissia: They were members
of the Bolshevik Party. The occupation authorities - in connivan&e with the Russian consul
- inserted some explosives among their belongings, in orderdeprive them of their right of

political asylum.

Naturally, the progressionist powers withinthe foreign communities took action, Cairo,
Alexandria and Port-Said witnessed raging*demonstrations and clashes with the police
forces. It deems necessary to refer to'the fact that the Egyptian papers always mentioned
that the Armenian community wa€ the foremost among those participating in such
demonstrations. This could be attributabléo the presence of an Armenian among the
arrested sailors.

Al Mou'ayed (Jan. 21, 1907) mentioned that the Armenians arranged a food strike
among the foreign communities imwAlex, to express their solidarity with these Russian

sailors.

A series of quick trials are carried out for those arrested in the demonstrations. Among
them is "Harkis Alexip~FiSian, an Armenian, 24 years old, working as a tailor. The
charges against him ig-insulting his majesty the Tsar of Russia and descending the emblem
of Russia " (54).

Furthermoreq the/socialist Armenians contributed in establishing "The Free Popular
University'sin 1901, in order to educate the labourers. This university was the pivot of

socialist activity in Egypt. Italian, Greek, Armenian and Russian socialists participated
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therein .. together with some Egyptians.

There exists a few pieces of information concerning a limited socialist actiyity dmong
the Bulgarian community, Security reports contains some information on the‘activity of a
number of Bulgarians among the lines of the Egyptian Communist Party at the wake of the
twenties. One of the Party cadres said that during this period he was persenally involved
with a bulgarian cell, that operated within the framework of the Egyptian Communist
Party. It was essentially composed of taxi-drivers. They specialized inferming an effective
communication net work for the Party, in Cairo and Alexandriay thanks to their profession

as taxi drivers.

As for the Greeks, they constitute the largest foreign eemmunity in Egypt. They were

most active and sympathetic with the Egyptidn peoplefrom the onset, a coherence existed

between the Greek communities and the \Egyptians, whether in their class struggles or

political combats. In March 18, 1894, the first*communist pamphlet was distributed in
Cairo, urging the Egyptians to celebrate the Pars Commune Anniversary. The pamphlet
contained the following: "Lo! Labeurers=Remember that this day is in memory of the
Paris Commune Revolution. Lo!l"ill-tfeated Labourers - Let us stand hand in hand and
shout together: Down with the greedy rich! Hail to the social revolution! Hail to

communism'” (55).

Among those arrested for distributing this pamphlet was a greek. In October 1894, the
Greek labourers in the Suez Canal Co. organized a strike that was unprecedented in Egypt.
[t lasted for 15 days. |

Several Greek personalities emerged admist the communist activity in Egypt. The Greek
communists established an organization of their own. It remained active up till 1956. This
organization collaborated actively with the Egyptian communist party, ever since its

establishment.

Some ofithe names that played major roles Sklaaridis Yanakakis, a sponge tradesman,
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who became known as the leader of the Greek communists and the link between the lattér
and the Egyptain communists. Other names are Malanos, Kazantazakis Nikos Nikoldidis,
George Peridis, Konstanitiiiidis Peridis (the famous poet) and Zerbini (a millionair¢ who
owned a huge soap factory in Kafr Al Zayat in Egypt. On his death, every*body was
astounded to find him leaving :llllhis property to the International CommuniStimovement.
He appointed Stalin as a supervisor on the execution of this legacy. Naturally, the court
refused the execution of this will, considering it null and void onsgrotinds of mental
disorder).

The Greek communists formed several literary salons, that succéeded in keeping the
contemporary Russian literature in vogue among the The Greekd¢ommunity. They also

established The Peoples Library*.

The Greek communists, being the most cellaborating foreign communists with their

Egyptian peers, were subjected to several arrests and trials:

In 1928, the Egyptian communjist$ssucceededin forming a sort of coalition with the
leaders of the "National Party”. They ¢Ven suececded in having two representatives of their
party, namely Abdel Hamid Sa'id and Sheikh Mahmoud Aboul Quyoun, to join the "Anti -

Imperialist League".

There exists a British document that Summarizes an article published in "Bandir Islam”
magazine in Malawi (July 4, 1927), entitled "The Anti Imperialism League Seeking
National Liberation:. The doc¢ument states that the article dealt with the League and its
activities.. and thar Mazhat Al-Bakri (Syrian) has proposed the formation of branches to
such League in each Arab.Country. These branches were to be unified in one organization

designated "The Leagiie of Liberation of Arab Countries”.

* An important deeument on the activity and role of the Greek communists in Egypt,
prepared by ong of them upon my request, namely Nichola Paparidoti. It is a paper of 52

pages typed in-French, entitled: "Petite Resumé du Mouvement Politique Grec Egyptien.”
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Furthermore, Al-Bakri proposed the summoning of an Anti Imperialist Arab Conferenee
in Cairo .. He asserted that contacts have already been done with a number Egyptian
personalities to discuss this matter among these personalities member (I believe it was
Hafez Ramadan Pasha, head of the, National Party). Representatives “from China,

New-Zealand, Indonesia, England and India were to be invited to this conférénce (56).
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