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Georgéé Sorel

PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR
A Study in Anti-Intellectualism

By Ricaaro HuMPHREY

Sorel, like Nietzsche and Freud, was
concerned with a sickness of mankind
and of modern civilization. He spent
his whole life in the search for an ob-
jective, external principle by which
“natural” man could develop into the
“free” or self-disciplined man who
would be capable of noble action. Al-
though he failed in his attempt to find
such a functioning system of ethics,
his studies contributed vastly to our
understanding of political and social

dynamics in the contemporary world.

Sorel was essentially a moralist; he
believed that the development ‘of disci-
pline and restraint in action, as in art,
is necessary if man is“to realize his
highest potentialities. In this book,
Sorel’s search for an organizing princi-

ple which would embody his ideals

D

of human dignity and ;rcspon.:t:z
is traced through many fields of intel
lectual endeavor andéggany exlstmg
theories to the final h _)_,a

dicalism. Sorel’s acute analysis of thcsef
theories, seen in. ﬁ;cahght of our prcscnt
knowledge, show him to be an accurate
prophet and an original social philoso-fz
pher. Mr. Humphrey demonstrates that
the underlying basis of Sorel’s thought—
despite its superficial inconsistencim—{
is_in the great Western tradition of

humanism and liberalism.

This is the first full-scale study of?
Sorel in English. It is also the first in
any language to synthesize his ideas
and to relate his anti-intellectualism
not only to the body of his work but to

the entire contemporary world.

Mr. Humphrey is associate professor
of history at the Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, New Jersey;
Georges Sorel is his first book. |

Harvard Histon'cal‘Stu'dic;, 59 ;'

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PREg
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS.
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