











Established (in the new multi-party period) the legal “Vatan” (Motherland) Party in 1954.
Got arrested in 1957, after 2,5 years in jail, was acquitted.

Persecuted in the 1971 March military coup; he fled abroad. But was disowned by the
illegal party chiefs (I.Bilen/Laz Ismail et.al.) Died in Belgrade on 11th Oct.1971.

2. Resat Fuat Baraner (Salonica 1900 - Istanbul Aug. 1968)

Got involved in left-wing activities while studying chemistry in Germany. Joined the
TKP. Studied at the Lenin Academy in Moscow during the latter part of the 1920s.
Sentenced to 4 years imprisonment in 1930. Released in the general amnesty proclaimed
in honour of the 10th anniversary of the Republic in Oct. 1933.

Elected to the CC in absentia at the 1932 TKP Congress (or Conference).

Went abroad to Europe and Sov.Union. Condemned to 6 months in absentia in 1937.
Appointed Secretary to the Executive Committee by the plenum at the resuscitation of the
party in 1943.

Served a prison sentence of (a nominal) nine years in 1944-1950. Rearrested in 1951 and
convicted to another 7 years.

He participated in the unification attempts of the Turkish Left during his last years of life.
3. Hiisamettin Ozdogu (alias: Aziz) 1902 - 1974 Istanbul:

He was a master-worker in the armaments factory in Ankara in 1920. There he became a
member of the legal “Tiirkiye Halk Istirakiyun Firkas1” (People’s Communist Party of
Turkey) which was closed down in early 1921 (only to surface briefly in next year).

He went to Moscow together with Mustafa Kazim Kip (from Van; as he was known)
and studied ay KUTV.

He participated in the TKP Congress which convened in Istanbul 1st day of 1925 where
he was elected to the 7 member CC.

Collaborated with Laz Ismail* and Hasan AliEdiz* in the External Bureau of TKP in
Moscow. Participated in the 1926 Vienna Conference. Functioned in Izmir & Istanbul.
Sentenced to 4 months in absentia in 1927. Convicted to 4,5 years in the Izmir trial at
1929 together with H.Kivileimli*;; While he was in jail he was purged from the party.

He took part in the foundation of the Turkish Socialist Party in 1946 which was
rivalled by the Turkish Socialist Toilers’ and Peasants’ Party of $.H.Degmer*. Sentenced
to 4 years in 1946. Inactive later on.

4. Kerim Sadi (pseudonym of Ahmet Nevzat Cerrahlar: [zmir 1902 - Istanbul 1977).
Dropped out from the Military Medical School and went to KUTV in the early 1920s.
Dismissed from that institution and TKP.

Lived as a non-party Marxistrest of his life. Travelled abroad together with §.H.Degmer*
in 1932 to participate in a peace meeting (International of the Oppressed Peoples ?)
Wrote and published 30 0dd polemical tracts and pamphlets during the 1930s. (Reputed
to be a Trotskite - which in'the strict or organisational sense he was not!) Then stayed
passive, but exiled to inner Anatolia like many other leftists during the 2nd WW.

Wrote extensively on the history of the movement in the 60s & 70s.

5. Nail Vahdeti Cakirhan. Born in Mugla (Western Anatolia) An autodidact architect.
Befriended Nazim Hikmet in 1929 and joined his internal opposition or alternative party
group. Spent 145 years in jail in 1933-34. Upon his release went to Moscow & studied in
KUTV until 1937.




Joined the legal T.Soc.Toilers’...P. of $.H.Degmer* in 1946. Sentenced for this offence
(!) and served 3,5 years in jail. Thereafter inactive.

Received the Agha Khan Architecture Award in 1983. Married for a long time to an
Archeology Univ.Professor, he is still living in Istanbul.

6. ismail Hakk from Kayseri (Caesaria in mid-Anatolia). This double name was/is
common in Turkey. There were several Ismail Hakkus in the early Turkish Comsmovement
one of whom was killed in the M.Suphi* group: an educationalist with an Heidelberg
Ph.D., he was nicknamed the “Arab” because of his dark complexion.

This Ismail Hakk: was a POW from the 1st WW. He was elected to the CC in the 1st
Congress of the TKP. He attended the 2nd KI Congress where he spoke. Referred to in
the minutes as Pasha (meaning “general”) whereas he must have been a young officer at
a low rank.
When M.Suphi group left Baku for Turkey, he stayed behind as a member of
the External Bureau being married toa Turkish emigré woman,
Rahime Selimova (sister of Ziynetullah Nusirevan’s wife, Cemile) Z.N. was a Tartar
from Russia who studied in Istanbul & became very active in'Turkey in the earlist days of
the movement, to be deported soon! 5 2
Ismail Hakk1 developed a mental disorder in the late 1930s <like Z.N.>, his wife divorced
him. He died in the 1940s in Azerbaycan.
7. Vala Nurettin Vanii (Salonica 1901 - Istanbul 1967) Poet, author & journalist.
His father was the Ottoman governor of Salonica & Beyrut.
He studied in the French-language Galatasaray lycée & 1 year in the Commercial
Academy in Vienna. Went together with Nazim Hikmet to Azerbaycan in 1921 & then to
Moscow where he attended KUTV (1921-1924). He stayed one year longer there,
working in the KI library. Left the TKP.on his return to Turkey (1925) & became a
publicist. He wrote his memoirs in Tutkish: ‘Bu Diinyadan Ndzim Gegti (Nazim passed
from this world) in 1965.
8. Nikos <Nikolaides> Asimopoulos of Greek extraction.
(Istanbul 1892 - 12th Jan.1968 Moscow)
Became a member of left-wing trade unions & joined the TKP in 1921.
Participated in the publishing of Greek language newspapersin Istanbul.
Elected to the TKP Istanbul Provineial Committee in 1924. ©
Many times arrested & served long sentences in jail. Lastly in the 1929 Izmir trial
(4 years). Took refuge in Sov.Union in 1933 & lived there the rest of his life as a TKP
member. There was also a namesake of hiS: Nikos Senkievig, the watchmaker (I gather)
with a similar life story.
9. Lazar Abramowitz Schatzkin
a Jewish Letonian Communist who was one of the founders of KIM in 1919.
Attended the 2nd KI Congress in 1920. I have no idea why he was one of the TKP
representatives in that Congress. He was elected to the CC of the KI there.
He became the youth representative in the Praesidium of the CC of the KI at the 4th
Congress. He was liquidated in 1938 ?
10. Hamdi Samil-Of Alev (1894-1969).
Known as Samil (his father’s name) + Of (his birthplace in Trabzon on the NE coast)
He had settled.in Saratov & was conscripted into the Tsarist Army.



After the Revolution he joined the Red Army & became a Political Commissar.

Studied at KUTV in 1921. Returned to Turkey in summer 1924. Was elected to the CC of
the TKP in the 1925 Congress; made treasurer of the Executive Committee. Participated
in the Vienna Conferenceof May 1926. Purged from the party in 1930 together with
Nazim Hikmet & Co. Sentenced to 18 years imprisonment in 1938 for inciting thenavy
to rebellion. Released in 1950. Inactive the rest of his life.

11. Vasif Tokuzlu (or Onat) B. ? - He may still be alive. The Pharmacist.

He was first arrested in May Day 1923 & served 3 months in prison. Acted as editor of
(legal) Orak Ceki¢ (Hammer & Sickle). Condemned to 10 years in 1925; released in
Oct.1926. Later studied at KUTV. Became one of the 3 top leaders of the TKP in the
1930s (the other H.A .Ediz* & H.Kivileimli*) Left the movement definitely after 1938
together with H.A .Ediz. Settled in Kilis (his original hometown near Gaziantep in SE
Anatolia) and lived as a pharmacist.

15. Mustafa Borkliice. Nicknamed Sari (the Yellow; i.e. blond).

Osmaneli 1895 - 26th May 1960 Istanbul.

NCO. Became a POW at the Caucasus front in 1915 to the Tsarist Army. Adopted
Communism & joined M.Suphi’s group. Acted as Politruk to the Turkish Red Army.
Member of the External Bureau of TKP, after its foundation congress at Baku where he
was one of the secretaries. He supervised Turkish students at KUTV. Then returned to
Turkey. Reelected to the CC of the TKP at its:3rd Congresstheld on the 1st day of 1925 in
Istanbul. Participated in the Vienna Conference in May 1926.

Sentenced to 3 months in 1927. Purged in-1930 from the party as a member of Ndzim
Hikmet group.

Became a founding member of the T.Socialist Party in 1946 which was promptly banned
by the Martial Law Administration. (I explained above that this was a rival organisation
to that of $.H.Degmer*.) He was put to trial, but got acquitted.
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Peter Huber
9, rue de la Faucille
CH - 1201 GENEVA

Tel./ Fax: 0041-22-740'00'45
E-Mail: toll@sc2a.unige.ch August 10, 1997

Mr. Mete Tungay
Cumhurriyet Cad. 110
Kagukyali 81570
ISTANBUL

Concerns: "Biographical Dictionary of the Comintern"

Dear Mr. Tuncay,

You receive the biographical elements | found about 30 communists from Turkey.
| apologize for the delay. Initially Bernhard H."Bayerlein.was supposed to help me
putting together the first biographical elements. Unfortunately he is still finishing
some other projects; he promised to contribute to.the Comintern project from this
november on.

Some recommendations:

a) The Dictionary will be published in‘German. But you can add any information in
English and French or send me/copies. | will translate into German.

. b) In the best case, the biography should include the following elements:

Name

Pseudonym (s)

Date and place of birth (if possible day, month; year)
Occupation of father and mother
Education, profession

In the party (SP, CP) since...
Responsabilities in the national party
Trips to Moscow, responsabilities
Attitude in the internal party-struggles
Activities after World War I

Date and place of death

c) | think you know more names of CP-members from Turkey that travelled to
Moscow. We would like to make a biography of every CP-member who fullfills one

of the following criterias:

- was elected in the ECCI, its presidium, its secretariat, Control Commission or Organizational Bureau.
—worked in the central apparatus in Moscow (Comintern, KIM, Profintern).

— worked there in auxiliary organisations (MOPR, Krestintern, Sportintern).

— was a delegate to one of the 7 congresses or 13 plenary sessions of the ECCI.

— was a delegate to one of the two "Conferences on organizational questions" 1925-1926.

— has been sent by the CP to Moscow for political talks with Cl-representatives.



-
— studied or taught at one of the cadre-schools (MLS, KUNMZ,@V} KUTK, Kushnarenkovo 1942-
1943). — i

— worked abroad with Cl-tasks (OMS,@ International Women Secretariat in Berlin, regional
Bureaus in Far East, Latin America).

—was member of the executive Buro of the "League Against Imperialism". (’3

— worked at a Publishing House of the CI.

— worked for broadcasting (INO-radio, 1932-1945) in Moscow, Kujbyshev, Ufa or Sverdiovsk.

— studied at a military school (Frunze).

Please send me also biographies of communists that dont figure in the list you get
now. | think there were communists from Turkey in dozens that studied at KUTV and

at the Leninist school (MLS).

d) To some names on the list you get we will not find enough information to write a
biography. We will publish these cases separately in an appendix (one or two lines
for every name).

e) The final biographies should not exceed 18 lines. But you can:send me_in this first
step now more information; Please add everything that seems.important to you,
especially all about the 11 key-datas mentionned in point (b)..1 will later try to select
and send you, in a second step, a proposal for the final biography.

f) You can send your additional information as text ("Word") for PC or Macintosh. Or
just write down all you find about every person on the sheets of paper you get.

g) The Cl-activities should be in the center of the biography. Important is also every
explication for the rise in the party, the expulsion or the attitude in the internal party-
struggles.

h) Please only mention the most important sources.

i) Every biography will be signed by you and by me. If you send me more names
with a biography almost ready to be published you will sign alone.

k) Can you send me all what you found till the end of Dezember?? You would
receive proposals for the final biographies in the beginning of next year.

I) You receive information about/30 people. Some of them are quite known and |
will try to write a biography of them later. | wrote on the sheet of these people:
(Enough information......). If you have a biography ready send it together with the
others.

with best regards
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Tel./Fax: 0041-22-740'00'45
e-mail; huberp@uni2a.unige.ch February 27, 1998

Peter Huber ‘Q
Prof. Meta Tungay : q

Dear Mr. Tungay.
| suppose you will wonder for some time what happened with the announced "Blograpﬁ?ctionsry

of the Comintern”. | apologize, once more, for beelng bahind with the prom|sed mater, describe,
at the same time, the state of tha project.

1987. This

According to the inftial schedule, the biographies would have been written till the
| will not

hasty plan was not realistic for several reasons. In the second part of 1997 | realiz
manage to gather biographical datas about more than 3'000 communiets from CP's In order to
send it to specialists llke you qualified to complete these fragments 10 a real biegraphy and 1o expunge
errors. Add to this that my colleague Berhard Bayerlein was overcharged till of 1997 with other
rasearch, 50 that | was alone to handle the basic biographical slements an rward it to the
speciallsts. However, Bernhard Bayerlein acts in the meantime as repre for the Coungil of
Europe in the "International Committee for Computerization of the Comi chives”, a position that
will be benetficial to our "Blographical Dictionary of the Comintarn”.

the project "Biographical Dictionary" with a solid basis. . Bernhard Bayerlein and me,
logether with Prof. Michael Buckmiller and Klaus Me sity of Hannover), we made a
request 1o the foundation "Volkswagen" for a resear ject call "Biographical Handboak on the
History of the Comintem: staff, apparatus and st ft ternational Communism 1519-1545".
The perspective of a research project based on ming from the foundation
“Volkswagen" |$ much more promising than to hical dictionary without technical and
financial facilitlas. If everything works well, the entrallzed at the "Institut 10r Politische
Wissenschatt' and at the "Institut for Soziol® iv Hannover) a small technical and
scientific apparatus (translaters, equlpme u se tha exchange of Information between
the contributors, Hannover and Moscow ‘ available 10 pay a scientific collaborater in
the archives of Comintern.
The chance of a positive dacision from the fo nd& olkswagen® Is high. The answer will coma in

before the and ot April 1998.

Fortunately, a solution has been found to improve not o&tha worl nditions but also to equip

['m sorry for the many delays. We will write yWHannover as soon as the work on the "Biographical

Dictionary ot the Comintern” can go on.
Last but not ieast: There has been some v?ess in my suggestion about the biographies, in

particular about who s supposed to sign On consultation with some contributors to the future
“Blographical Dictionary" we take it for that only the specialist of avary CP, that is to say you,
will sign the biographias of Turkay.
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Peter Huber

9, rue de la Faucille

CH - 1201 GENEVA

Tel./ Fax: 0041-22-740'00'45

E-Mail: toll@sc2a.unige.ch October 14, 1997

Prof. Mete Tuncay

Concerns: "Biographical Dictionary of the Comintern"

Dear Mr. Tuncay,
Thank you very much for your useful data you sent me on some communists from

Turkey. | will be busy in other projects till January 1998. You will have news from
me as soon as | will be able to continue in the Comintern project.

ENGS

Yours truly





