. o

Ankara, 6 Kasam 1990

Sayin Mete Tuncay, “ ). = e
| pam

:‘.> ".\

Size, Tanzimat'an 150. ylldanﬁmune katkl nitaliéinda
bir eser hakkinda bibliyografik bilgi vermek istiyaorum:

Viktoriya Ge Gukasyan,
Konstantinopol'skiye Armya al'no - Prosvetitel'sk
D!lJ2B1y!;iQ__JﬁleiuﬂﬁuLXIX_xskl (Istanhul Ermenileri ve

1830-60'11 yallarain Ulusal - Aydinlanma Hareketleri,) Erivan, 1989,

(8 to.,) 340 s (Ing. bzet (272-276 gs., notlar, biblio., dizin),
"Ermenistan Bilimler Akademisi Tarih Enstitiisii y." (ISBN 5=-8080~0024~6)

Kitabain b&lim bagliklara sunlardar:

l. Yeni toplumsal diigiin olugumunun dnkesullara (1830~40)

2+ Liberal --EgitimciAgarﬁqﬁn‘gelﬁgimi.v&-lBhO'larln.basln;

3« Bata Ermenilerinin Aydinlanma c¢agi: 1840-1850

ke Ulusal kurtulugew ideolojinin evriminde ana ezilimler ve
Bati Ermenilerinin sosyal ve politik durumu problemi (1850-1860)

5. Anayasa hareketlerinin bagariliy yillarinda sosyal hayat

S5a. Kiiltiirel yasamdaki atalam

Sbe Burjuvazinin ilerleme ufrasi ve 1860 Anayasasinin ilani

6. Anayasa sonrasinda ideolojik miicadele (1860-3) ve tepkinin
evrimii (1863-5)

Este eserin Ingiliizce 6zetinin fotokopisini génderiyorum.
Duyurulmasinin yararli olacagini diigiiniiyorum.

mm
/7% ;/7/)1

M. Tiirkmen



AKAODEMUYA HAYK APMAHCKOH CCP.__
HHCTHTYT HCTOPHH

B. I'. TYKACHH

KOHCTAHTUHONONBbCKUE
APMAHE M HALUMOHAJIBHO-
[MPOCBETUTEMBRCKOE NBUXEHUE
30—60-x FOLOB XIX BEKA

H3OLATEJIBCTBO AH APMAHCKOMW CccpP
E'PEB A H ~™ 98¢



Summary

Historic formation and development of the West-Armenian li-
beral-enlightening and constitutional movement of the 30-s to 60-s
of XIX ¢ and the part played therein by the Armenians of Constan-
tinople may be summarized in the following way.
been presented of the prozess of devalo>ing the capitali
in the extensive multinational Ottoman Empire of th
an important role being played by the Christian nati
a certain degrez of aitonromy by virtue of their elev
cial, economic and cultural orzanization.
ress of the country was being accompanied by th2 origination of
liberal educational ideolozy aimed at countering the dominatinz
backward standards and achieving national identity. 2

The 30-s to 60-s of XIX ¢ mark a profound modification of
the West-Armenian community and its social structure.
tatives cf the intellectual strata showed a vigorous participation in
forming a new way of public thinking, in the city of Constantinople
in particular, which by virtce of historic circumstances had been
transformed into the centre of culture and public policies for the
Western Armenians. Notorious among them were writers on public
affairs, publishers of periodicals, authors educated in Europe,
teachers, doctors and economists. Leaning upon the artisans, demo--
cratic strata, casual workers, impoverished peasants filling the ca-
pital and coastal cities in search of work, the West-Armenian enlio4
hteners strove to improve the popular well-being in the bourgedi?-
sense and to achieve national unity and integrity thus facilitapind
the establishment of ideology of national liberation.

Reflected on the pages of the very first Constantinoglg o\ -

An outline has
st relationships.
2 early XIX c,

ated level of s)-
Social and econosmic prog-

Represan-

menian papers published in the 30-s to 40-s of XIN ¢ @ ¥t
competition between the protagoni-ls of the feudal-clerical 1™
and (ose of the democratic public standards as well as@g Mressiu

social and legal situation with the oppressed nations and,their as-
pirations to become liberated from the Turkish yoke.

The early 40-s of XIX ¢ are characterized by a marked growth
of the enlightenment movement in the West-Armenian community. It
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was in that period that the”Constantinople enlighteners of con-
siderable stature gained prominence by promoting the idea of prog-
ress through enlightement in which they sawthe pledge for a total
prosperity. They supported the ideas of freedom of individual, per-
sonal property and' immunity—the major prerequisite of capitalist
development. ;

Spurned by their own interests, the West-Armenian bourgeois:
ideologists bothin press and in separate works were promoting
the idea of ecomomic and political autonomy of the Ottoman Empire
in arms manufacture, national banks, resisting foreign investment,
as well as inderstanding that Turkey’s dependence on European
powers /pafalysed local industries exposing them to unrestricted
West-European expansion. :

To push the Empire along the path of contemporary develop-
merfythe West-Armenian liberal public figures and those of Con-
stantinople in particular p‘roposcd to introduce advanced methods
of iarming, develop local industries, construct railroads and high-
ways, and to establish banks using both Turkish and international
capital. The situation in the country was being critically appraised
by public-affalrs writers and enlighteners widely known in Constanti-
nople whose views are given a detailed analysis. N. Zoraian, Kh.
Voskanian, Servichen, G. Agaton, K. Utujan, Gr. Otian, A. Voska-
nian, G. Stimarajan, O. Jrasunian et al. In their writings tbey ut-
tered discontent directly or indirectly towards the actual reality in
the Ottoman Empire of the 40—60-s of XIX c.

In the course of shaping the liberal enlightening ideology’ ef-
forts to establish democratic standards id managing national affairs
also acquired more definlte outlines. This trend has a very prog-
ressive meaning in the general ‘development of the national-libe-
ration movement i the West-Armenian people. Bv this reason the

ilional mo. .inent and the prociamation of cc .itution are

recrarded
regarde

1 as significant political events in the public life of the

~Western Armenians in the 30-s to 60-s of XIX c. As to evaluating

the practical significance of the constitution, this code of managing
tlje‘,‘Nest-Armenian people and its coordination with actual life, the
subordinated Armenians making partof a backward despotic empire

‘were not able to ma*~ a full use of the bourgeois constitution'in’ the
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<complete sense of the word. The text of the constitution contained no
definition of the civil and juristic codes, in no way touched upon
the rights of Muslems or upon the voluntarism raging against the
“Christians in Turkey. The West-Armenian constitulion enjoyed no
support by the Turkish Government which strove for rapidly wearing

ut its efficiency. Under these conditions it largeiv remained a mere
declaration. The whole presciiiiion is made emphasis on

creat historical s'gnificance establishing the constitutional as-
sembly for the political struggle of the Armenian bourgeois-de-
mocratic enlighteners in re-structuring the sociely. The Weslt-Ar-
menian constitution is regarded as the highest stage in shaping the
liberal ideology and differentiating the political trends among the
Armenian population within the Ottoman Empire. By the definition
of V. L Lenin, a characteristic of bourgeois relations and
anti-feudal development is the issue of national self-determination
and formation of an independent national state (V. I. Lenin, Pol-
noie Sobranie Sochinenii, t. 26, p. 259), Combatting for transfor-
mation of feudal society, the West-Armenian liberals and democrats
rallied alongside the movement of national liberation in Europe.
While struggling for liberation from the foreign yoke they visualized
freedom for the West-Armenian people. The course of events ho-
wever had led the Armenian liberal ideologists to the idea that to
shed the Turkish yoke their efforts alone would be insufficient. Thew
turned their eyes to the West from where they hoped to get help,
Such was the position of the Constantinople newpapaper MASIS
and the liberal ideologists of MEGHU in the 60-s of XIX ¢ — the
years of the advent of reaction. :
The time between the endorsement of the 1860 constitution
and its review in 1863 by the Turkish state is regarded in the ‘his-
tory of public thought as a period of sharp ideological struggle
-among diverse political trends both in favour and against the cur-
rent constitution. Having abandoned the demociatic stand, the li-
berals continued their struggle against the conservatives who had
started the offensive, while between the liberal and’ democratic
trends there was sharpening of the internal principal diffeggnccs.
.Haying been disappointed in the activities of the General National
-Assembly, A, Svachian, a democrat, editor of the weekly MEGHU,
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denounced the immoral conduct of the Armenian clergy, the retrog--

rade policies of the Armenian liberals and their irresolute behaviour
in the National Assembly. In the 60-s of XIX ¢ the activity of the
West-Armenian demgeracy, its internal autonomy was becoming
more and more blatantly  restricted by the Turkish government. Revie-
wing the 1861-- 63y§tional constitution was 2 sionificant cfer along
this way. A 3
Ihen followed an increased pressure upon the press. The West-Arnie-
nian progressiveipress fought the restrictions of the free wcrd but to
w thstand ,the mew laws on the press* introduced since Jan. 11865,1
it naturally’eould not. Many progressive publications were closed,
includinge MEGHU, the {belligerent spokesman of the West-Arme-
nian democracy (June 1865).

The, ,New osmans*—ideologists of the Turkish bourg eoisie
which_had been shaping since middle 60-s of XIX ¢ rejected par-
ticipation of other nations in the struggle against the Ottoman des-
potic rule. The political program of the ,New osmans* wes cen-
tered on the establishment of constitutional monarchy, while the
national issue was eliminated by chopping off any rights of Chris-
tians to strive for independence. This situation became a hurdle
blocking the way to further growtih of the national-literation mo-
vement of the West-Armenian nation.

Neither did the state-directed socially limited rules of tanzimat
promote an effective development of the novel relations within the
Empire. Numerous facts cited by the author bear witness to conso-
lidation of the foreign powers’ economic invasion of Turkey. Due
to the expansion of this process and the economic stagnation the
rules of tfanzimat stayed outside life and could not improve the
social and legal situation of the national groups populating the
Empire. Considering the chauvinistic aspirations of the Turkish
bourgeoisie and the absence of the bourgeois legal order in the
Empire there was a sharp rise of the policy of voluntarism and
persecution towards the Christian nations.

This policy was being corroborated by the assimilatory atti-
tudes of the Great Powers dismembering the struggle of the subor-
dinate nations againts the Ottoman oppression. Especially abundant
material witnessing the desperate situation of Western Armenians
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'z‘s‘foﬁnd on the pages of the paper MASIS. Armenians who cam-
-paigned for their own social rights used to be sanctioned ina very

cruel fashion.” Short of other alternatives, they often reyerted to
change of faith or emigration seeking asylum mainly in RuSSla. =

i )

It follows from what has been provicusly stated tha@we Qtxw‘\'
of processes-making Armchlan liberal-enlichictiie mq
vement of the 30—60- ' helps to regenerate an hmwrlial
tpicture of the social and legal situztion of Armeniad@m Turkey, to

provide a more adequate coverage of the developmeént,6i West- 3krme-
nian public political thought and world outlook asgvell as to iden-
tify obstacies in the path of their general progrésS and liberation.
In contrast to the efiorts of the present-day foreign turkolo-
gists denying the existence of the national question in the Ottoman

empire, the current material helps to rectéate the atmosphere of

discrimination and persecution taking plage ever since the time of
the Turkish conquests and being transforfaed in the second~half and
around {he turn of the XIX century into“the siate-sponsored policy
of genocide againts the suppressed Christian nations within the Ot-
toman Empire and the Armefiian pfople in the first place.
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