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Su.mmary

Hıstoric formation and development of the west-Arnıenıan li-beral-enltghtening and constitutional movement of the 3O-s to 60-s
9ı x|x c and the part playecl therein by the Armenians of constan-tinople may be summarized in tlıe iolibwing way. An lutlıne has,been presented oi the pro:ess of develoıing the cıpıtulıst relationships
ın the extensive multinatlo:ıal ottoman Empıre of th: early XIX c,an important role being playetl by the christian nations displayinga certain de3re: oı a ıtoıtı;ny by virıue oi tlıeir elevated level oı s-ı-cial, econonıic antl cuItura1 organizaiio-ı. social anc cconcmic prog-ress of the country. was. belng .acconıpanieJ by th: originati,ın of.liberal educationat ideoto31, aııiıed at counteriııg the dominatin3
backıvard standarrls and achieving national identitv.

The 30-s to 6O,s oi XIX t] ınark a proturn,ı' nıodification üıithe west-Armenian coııınıunity anti its social strtıcture. Represeıı-
1atives of the iııtellectual strata shoi,ed a vıgorous pariıcipatlon informing a new rvay of public thinking, in the cıt-r, oiconsiantinoptein partlcular, ıvhiclı by virtte of hĞtorıc .ır.r,i,rion.u. ı,oı u..ntransfurrned into tlıe centre of cutture antl pubiic polit:ies fur theWestern Arıııenians.Jglgrlou§ cmong theın rvere ."rıt.r. on pubticatfairs, publishers oı periodicals, autlıors educatetl iıı Europe,
1eachers, doctors aııd economists. Leaning upon the artisans, ceıne-.cratlc strata, casual rvorkers, iınpoverıshed peasınts iillıng tlıe ca-pital and coastal cities in search ot wcrk, llıe west-Armenıiın e:ılig-hteners strove to inıprove the popular well-being in the boıırgetıissense and to achieve national unity anrl integrıty" thus faciliti-ıtiı-ıgthe establishn:ent ot ideology of national lıberation.

Reflected on thı. pages of the ver1. flrst Constantinc,ple .:ı;-menian papt]rs published ın the .]u]-. to 40-s ui .ri\ c ri;is t, ,
competitiıın ]-ııt,,,,,i,ııı iht 1, iıqrrr .. ui ttıe feudal-clericıl i,],-,,
ant1 tııt-ıSe oi the tlemocrat!c pııtı!ic stınclards ıs \\.eli .ı" ı "ir.-.";,..sıcial and legal situation with the oppressed nations and their ıs-pirations to become libı:rated from the Turklsh yoke.
_ . The early 40-s of XIX c are characterized by a marked growth,of the enlightenment movement ln the west-Armenian community. Ib
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was in that period that the constantinople enlighteners ot con-
siderable stature gaineci prominence by promcting the idea of prog-
ress through enllghtenıent ln whlch they saw the pledge for a totat
prosperity. They supported the ıdeas oi freedom of individual, per-
sonal property and inımunity-the maJor prerequlsite ot capitalist
development.

spurned by their own interests, the west-Arnıenian bourgeois-
ideologists both in press and in separate works were pronıoting
the idea of economic and political aı.ıtonomy oi the ottöman Empırl
in arms manufacture. national banks, resisting ioreign investınent,
as rvell as understanding that Turke.."s clependence (-,,o Eıır..ıpean
powers paralysed local industries e.roosing thenı to unrestricted
West-European expansion.

To push the Empire aiong the pattı oi contemporary develop-
ıııent, the West-,\rrnenian 

_ liberal public iigures and those ot Con-
stantinople in particular ploposed to introduce advanced metıhods
of farming, develop local indııstries, construct railroads and high-
ways, and to establish banks using botlı '|'urkish and international
capital. The sitıation in the country was being critically appraiserl
by public-afia!rs ıvriters and enlıghteners rvidely known ın constanti-
ııople rvhose vie,vs are giveıı a detailed analysis. N. Zoraian, tih-
Voskanian, Serviı:hen, G. Agaton, K. UtuJan, Cr. Otlan, A. Voska-
nian, C. Stinıarajan, O. Jrasunian et al. In their rvritings they ut-
tered discontent directty or ındirectly towards the actual reality in
the Ottonıan Empire oi the 40-60-s oi XIX c.

ln the course oi shaping the liberal enlightenlng ideology' ei-
forts to estabiish democratic standards iri managlng national affairs
also acquired nıore deiinlte outlines. Thls treiıd has a very prog-
ressi,,,e ırıearıing in tlıe geııerıl ,dır,e!cpı;ıent of tlıe ır.l..,iııa1-1ibe-
ratioıı ııio,.,eineI]i t,. ıİıe ıı-csi-.\rıııerıiaıı peopIe. B1, ffi|t ı,:astın tiıe

-, ..] .-i,)i]al mı ,.]ı,'i| ..,ı,i i;ı.: o;-ıiı-ııııation oİ C .,ıutiı,ıl Jte
reJ3iiied as sigıli:.ıııt politital evcnt; in ihc pıi,lic 1iie ui tlıe
Western Armenlans ln the 30-s to 6O-s of XIX c. As to evaluating
the practical signiflcance ot the constltution, this'code oi managing
the" west-Armenian people and tts coordination uıith actual tife, the
sq§g,r_dinated Armeniıns making part oi a backward despotic empire
werE not able to mah a futl use oi ihe boufgeoisĞonstituiioniin; th'e
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{omplete sense oi the vıord. The text oi the constitution contained no
.definition oi the civil and Juristic codes, in no way touched upon
the rights of ı\,1uslenıs or upon the voluntarisın raging against the
,Christians ln Turkey. The \\est-Armenian constitution enJoyed no
support by the Turkish Covernıııent wlıith strove fcr rapidl1, wearing

:it its eİlicienc1'. Uııder the.t coııti iıitıııs it liırge ir ieıııı: i,ıed a mere
declaration. Tlı,., i,,,ht-ılt l]j!. _ ... aııı iS ıııat.it ri,.., ,. c.mPhasis uıl
greııt histo:ical s'gniflcancc , j establislıiııg thc tuı,.,ı,,.:tional as-
;eıııb11, İor tlıe political struguie cıf the Armenian boıırgeois-de-
nıocratiı: enlighteners in re-structuring the socie{y. The \Vest-.\r-
ırienian constitutioıı is regarded as the highest stage in shaping. the
liberal ideology and differentiating tlıe political trends anıong the
Armenian population within tlıe ottcınıan Eınpire. B1, the dtiinition
of V. I. Lenin, a characteristic of bourgeois relations and
anti-feudal developnıent is the, issue of national self-determınatlon
and fornıation oi an independent national state (\'. I. Lenin, PoI-
noie Sobranie Sochinenii, t. 26, p. 259), Combattiııg for transfor-
ilation of feudal society, the \\'est-Armenian llberals and deıı-ıocrats
ıallled alongside tlıe nıovement of national tiberaiion ln Europe.
\\ıhile struggling for liberation from the foreign 1,oke they vlsuatized
ireedom lor tlıe West-Armenian people. The cottrse oi events ho-
\ııever had led the Armenian liberal ideologlsts to the idea that to
shed the Turklsh yoke their efiorts alone rvould be insuf ficient. They
turned their eyes to the West fronı where they hcped to get hetp.
Such was the position of the Constanti:ıople newpapaper itASlS
and the liberal ideologlsts of ı\IEOHU in the 60-s oi XIX c - the
years oi the advent oİ reaction.

The time between the endorsement oi the l860 constttution
and lts revlew in 1863 by the Turkish state is regarded ln the his-
tory of public thought as a period oi sharp ldeological struggle
.among diverse political trends both in favour and against the cur-
rent constttution. Having abandoned lhe democıatic stand, the li-
berals continued their struggle against the conservatives who had
started the oiiensive, whtle between the llberal and' democrattc
.trends there was sharpentng of the internal piincipat diiierences.
,Haying.been disappointed in.the activities oi the Generat Nİtionat
..$ssçgb!yr,,4, Şy.9S!9n, .a dgm{crat, e.ditor 9l !İİe ıyeel<ly.ivlEGHU,

"_7!4

denounced the inın,ıoral conduct oi the Arıııenian clerg1-, the retrog-
rade policies of the Arnıenian llberats and their ırresÖİute behaviour
in thc Natlonal Assenıbl),. In the 60-s oi XlX c tlıe aclivity oi the
West-Armentan deıııocracr,, its internal autonoıır, u,as beconıing
nıore and more blatantlı, reslı.icted l.ıı, 1he Tıırl:islı governmenl. Reı,ic
r,,,ing 1lıe lB6 l-- 6lJ ı; aiioıiıl conslittıtion \\,ij( :,.;{r; iiicaıi1 ct... ıj]Oı]g
ilJis u,a),.
ı hen fol}ori,eı-l an int,reased pressıtr(. ııpoıı tlıc prcss. The Vcst-Arıııc-

nian progressi*e press İııııght the rcstrictlons of tlıe fıee u,crd but to
w thstand ,the new larr,s on the press' introducec sinçe Jan. ı ı865,tit natuıally could not. Man1, progressive publications u,ere closed,
tncludlng MEoHU, the !belllgerent spo!tesnıan oi the \\/esl-Arme-
nian deıııocracy (.lune t865).

The "New osmans"-ideologlsts of tlıe Turkish bourgeoisie
which had been shaplng since nılddle 6o-s of xIx c reJected par-
ticipation oi other nations in the struggte against the otıonıan des-
potic ıule. The poliııcaI progtanı of tlıe ,New osnıansu \T?s cen-
lered on thc establishment of constitııtional ınonarch1,, whlte the
natlonal issue rıas elinıtnated by choppiııg oii any rıjtıts oı chris-
tians to slrive ior independence. This situalion becanıe a l-ıurdleblockiııg the way to iurther grou,tlr <-ıi the nationa1-1il,eration nır.ı-
venıent of the \Vest-Armenian nation.

Neither dld the slate-directed socia|Iy tinılled rutes oi lanzimat
proıııote an eıfectiı,e dcvelopment of the novel relatlons within theEmpire. Numerous facts clted by the author bear witness to conso-lldation oi the ioreign po\ı,ers' econonıic invasion of Turkey. Dueto the expansıon of this process and the economic statnatıon therules of lanzimat stal,ed outside life and could not iııprove thesocial and legal sltuation of the national groups poputating theEmplre- considering the chauv|nistic aspiratıon§ oi ihe Turkishbourgeoisie and the absence oi the bouigeoıs legal order ln theEmpire there was a sharp rise oi the poticy of 

"voiuntar|sm 
andpersecution towards the Christian nations.

This policy was being corroborateıi by the assimitatory atti-ludes of the creat powers dismembertng the struggle of the subor-dinate nations againts the_ ottoman oppresston. rsp'ecıaıty abundantmaterial witnessing the desperate siiuatlon of western Armenians
.:_ _. 27Ş
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is found on the pages of the paper 
^1ASIS. 

Arıneırians who cam-
paigrıed for theİr orı,n social rights used to be sarıctioned İn a very
trııel fashion. Short ot other alternativcs, they oiten reverted to
c'!i:,rg,: of İaitlı (_;r cii]i!:;ation s,_".,kiıg as1'lunı ıııainl,,,in Ilııssia.

1l fı]!o,."s ir,_,ı-:ı ,.,.,1::t l;ıs \.": ^-," ,:j} statcıi 1l,ı :t t]ıe'stıı,]ı,
a:--.. ıs.,:s ,..-],ı:ı_- _. Y,-, .\. ııan jiberat-eı:]i^l,i,,] !,ı. ,,

1,1,1:ışııt şf tlıı 3i1-6al-ü cf Xli. :,eiiıs tcı rcgenerıte ın iııııartial
iç:iı,{u:,.ı cıi t]._, Socic! ıild lc]ııi s.ıı,. ''.]:i of :\ııııtnıııs ı:l Tiır].,-:,.,,' to
pııır,itie a ıi]ore adequ.lte coveıagc t,f ıiie iJei,elopıııeııt of \\iest-Arnıe-
niaı,ı publıc poiitıcal thought arıd ş.,ı;ld outiook as ı,e!l ;;s to ide;-ı-

tii.ı,tibstacies iıı tlıe patiı of thcir gencrai progress aııd lilıeration.
!rı contrast to the etiorts oi t!ıe present,daı, jr_ıri-,ign turkolo-

gists deııl.ing the existeırce oi the nationaI quesı.ion in thc Ottcınıarı
,eıııpire, ttıe current ıııaterial helps to recreate the alnıosplıere of
discrin:inaliıın and perstcııtion taking place ever -ciı-ıct the tinıe ot
tlıe Tıırltish conqııests anC being 112n5l9çı;ıetl iıı the second,,half and
aıötırıı] {iıe tıırn cf ihe XlX centıırv into tlıe sıate-sponsored pnlicy
oi genı-ııicie againts the su[jpresscd Christian ııations ivithln the Oi-
toıııan Eı;ıpire and tha Arnıeniaı people in the fiıst plıce.
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