





(p+390) RUSSO~TURKISH MILITARY CO-OPERATION

"The Enver episode indicated clearly how solicitous the
Bolsheviks were for the safety of the Kemal government. The
relations between lMoscow and Angora had agﬁgﬁs been extre-
mely cordial. But lMustapha Kemal urged qgghing less than a
treaty of military and political alliangéf’Such was the pur-
port of a letter he addressed to MoscoWw, on April 26, 1920,

- in which he declared his readiness to"participate in the
struggle against foreign imperialigmi¥which threatens both

22 countries.' 2

_ The Bolsheviks felt and feel&Nat permanent alliances
o~ : : with non-Communist states are 4 dangerous liability. They
: may involve the Soviet Goverpyment in wars for other than
' defensive purposes or in coniiiéts arising out of problems
alien to its interests andspirit. They coﬁid, conceivably,
put the Bolsheviks if“a pesition of supporting a State that
was persecuting C&@t? and trade unionists, or adopting
other tactics ofﬁéﬁsiveftb Soviet citizens.
In the caseaOf T¥kkey in 1920, an alliance would have
required the Béa;Anméhto march against the Greeks in Asia
: ; Minor. But Russiafwas tired, and still had its own battles
b to fight against Poland, Wrangel, and the Mensheviks in
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E‘ N . e Internatiqnél Politics of Modern Times: Treaties, NNotes
g s and Declargggbns, by Xluchnikov and Sabanin. Moscow, 1928.

Vol. III,fféﬁt I., page 26.
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"lloscow therefore rejected Kemal's offer of anfalld
Chicherin suggested instead, in a note of June 1020, the
t while

establishment of regular diplomatic relations.vu

A v v

the Russians / objected to a regular alliancegi all its

implications, they saw the advantage of tem collabora=-
tion against the same countries for the s urposes. The
negotiations which now commenced were th re followed
with the friendliest attention by the s of both count-
ries. Kemal even adopted Communist te logy and addressed
a letter to Chicherin on November 29 0, which contains -
strictures against 'international 1' and references

to 'proletarian masses of the wor hrough whose efforts,
seconded by the 'oppressed peopl Asia and Africa,' 'the

mention of 'our close union.,!
But Turkey neeme olitical c_ollaboration and
moral support. Beki

’ rkish Foreign linister,
himself travelled vscow, d there, on November 16, 1920,

appealed for ma’c&l a@
9,
.
"eoo Kemal aluable assistance of the Bolsheviks.

ed
'Tt need ong § a secret,! K}-akhan said to the writer,
'that we helped 1 with much can\non, money, arms and mili-
tary advice.!'" :

rule of the bourgeoisie would v emal likewise made
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Louis Fischer, The Sovi®ts in World Affairs Vol. I

16 MART 1921 MOSKOVA ANLASMAST

",.. five days after Karabeki# marched into Batum, the
Russian-Turkish Treaty was gigned in Moscow which provided
for his evacuation. Batum ment to the Russians and, in
exchange, Kars and ArdagaWwwere ceded to Angora. The treaty
likewise took cohnizamcg of 'the solidarity between them

in the struggle ziéijigﬁérialism,' regulated the Caucasian

frontier between Turkey and Russia, mentioned Con / stanti-

nople as a part,of @urkey, stipulated the convocation of a
conference an the Tate of the Straits, and declared the mutu-
ality of interests’ between 'the nationalist liberating move-
ment of the pegples of the Bast and the struggle of the wor-
kers of Russid’for a new social system.' . It was at this
time that Kem&l actually organized his own Cammunist Party
in Turkey gnd commenced to harass the Communists who adhered
to the Comdntern." |

3 Inuﬁfbl.‘of Mod. Times ... Vol. II, pages 94-5.
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"On December 13, 1921, Michael Fruaze, then Commander-
in-Chief of the Soviet forces in the?ﬁﬁraine and later Trot-
sky's successor as Commissar of Wafgfarrived in Angora, where
he was received with extr ordinan§1§ warm protestations of

popular and official frien hlp.rHé came, it was announced,

to negotiate an agreement betwgeﬁ the Soviet Republie of
Ukraine - then autonomous ing mts foreign affairs, and Turkey.
But his short wvisit, of tweg@y—three days, was used to ar-
range for heavy shipments 6$iRussian munitions and for the

.mapping out of a detailedgylan of campaign against the Greeks

S

in which, if need”&eg Rgg<offlcers would participate. ,
Shortly afteanruﬂzt's departure, Aralov, the new Soviet

envoy, came to, @urkey. 'From the day he first set foot on

Turkish soil ;ieglatsr told the writer, till his arrival

in the capital, h¢~$as welcomed by the population with every

mark of affection, and Aralov felt as much at home as if

he had never letg-hls own country. Subsequently, he visited

the front Wlth:Kemal Pasha, took the salutes at parades,

addressed thoﬂsoldlers urged the officers to added efforts,

and dlstr1§¥§ed thousands of comfort bags to the / army.

Part of thgcallled military equipment captured by the Bolshe-
viks frgm,Yudenich, Denikin, Miller, Kolchak, and other

White lﬁaders was now in use in the Turkish forces. Kemal
sent, gmeetlngs to the Red Army and Aralov praised Kemal's
Arqg This intimate relationship between Russia and Turkey

a@g§e01ably raised Bolshevik prestige with Islam and was

‘tiswefore doubly 1rr1tat1ng to Great Britain."
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