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v'/ith a courage and- spirit of sacrifice worbhy of ad_niration
the T\ırkish people have torn up the od-ious Sbvres treaty (41) and_

recövered. theİr ind.epend-ence. They have d.ef eated. the plotting of
imcerialism and- overbhrown the thrown of the Su]-tans. They have
turned. their exhausted., torn and. tre.mpled. nation into a unj_ted.
anrj- strorıg republİc. They have had. their revolution. Elıt li}e al1
bourgeois revolutions, the 'Iurkish ı:evolution is profitable only
to one class: the moneyed. class.

The Turkish proletariat, which greatly contributed_ to the
struggle for national ind.epend.ence, is now obliged. ,bo enrbark on
another struggle: the class struggle.

In this struggle, the Turkish working class is facing many
obstacles. In Turkey, there are no trad-e unions suclı as those
existing in the 'u[est. There are only corporations or f riend-ly
societies grouping workers of the same trad.e living in the sane
tovı]ı.. i,'vorkers of d,ifferent trad-es living in d-ifferent torınıs have
no connection betrveen them. This prevents any effective conmon
action.

i,]otwithstand.ing this state of affairs, the year that has
just end-ed rııas d.isturbed. many times by a fernent of the workers.
Several strjlres were launched- in Constantinople, at tiıe Gold.en
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Horn, at Praı_nfl Aid.ine Printers, railwalnnen, coastal ves-
se1 workers and workmen in petroleum storehouses and_ breweries
waged. struggles. Ten thousand. workers parbicipated_ in the move-
ment. Following these experiences, the Turkish workers have rea-
lized that organization and- d.iscipline are necessary inşırler
to triumph. l
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The Constantinople Congress found.s the Birlik

Recently, a lTorkers' Congress was convened- in Constanti-
nople. Two hundred and. fifty d.elegates were present. They repre-
sented. 19r000 Constantinople nrorkers, I5r0OO Zongould.ak coal
miners and. 10r0OO workers from the lead. mines at Balyakaraid.in.

It was d.ecid.ed. to unite the 54 existing d.ernek into a
birlikı ot fed.eration. This bold. d.ecision frightenecl the Goverıı-
ment, which refused. to recognize the birlik. It is i,-o be noted.
that the Governmentıs attitud.e toward- workers has changed. a
great d"eal since the end. of the vıar. The Goverrııent was always
in favour of the workers when it was a question of d-riving out
foreigners, but when it was a matter of organizing workers, it
shows itself to be as reactio]].ary as al1 other capitalist govern-
ments. Its opposition therefore surprises nobod.y. Besid.es, every-
bod.y knows that, sİnce the f,ausanne event, Turkish capitalism
is flirting with foreign capital, which, after having caused. the
d.eaths of thousand.s of poor Greeks and. Turks without succeeding
in colonizing Turkey, is now penetrating peacefully into the
Iand of the Crescent. The refusal of the Government to recognize
the birliE is tantaııount to a gracious smile d.ireeted. to the
foreign capital in the country, three fifths of which is French.

But the Turkish proletariat has mad.e its first step.
It wi1l go oıı.
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