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+ + + + THE WORKERS' MOVEMENT IN TURKEY + + + & ¥ + 4+ + + + + +

With a courage and spirit of sacrifice worthy of admiration
S the Turkish people have torn up the odious §8¥res treaty (41) and
?7 : recovered their independence. They have defeated the plotting of
i imperialism and overthrown the thrown offfthe Sultans. They have
S turned their exhausted, torn and trampled nation into a united
{f_f’\ and strong republic. They have had théie revolution. But like all
o bourgeois revolutions, the Turkish ref@lution is profitable only
i to one class: the moneyed class.

Efﬁ\ The Turkish proletari@at, whi®h greatly contributed to the
; struggle for national independen€®y is now obliged to embark on
another struggle: the class{stzuggle.

In this struggle, the.Mwrkish working class is facing many
obstacles. In Turkey,.there/8me no trade unions such as those
existing in the West, illergmare only corporations or friendly
societies grouping workeps Of the same trade living in the same
town. Workers of different trades living in different towns have
no connection between them. This prevents any effective common

3
tos
3

3
-

action.

%1;“\- Notwithstanddng this state of affairs, the year that has
i Just ended was disfuUrbed many times by a ferment of the workers.
Several strikes wéwe launched in Constantinople, at the Golden
Horn, at Elydlng] Printers, railwaymen, coastal ves-—
sel workers aad gworkmen in petroleum storehouses and breweries
waged struggles. Ten thousand workers participated in the move-
ment. Follgwing these experiences, the Turkish workers have rea-
lized thaﬁzﬁrganization and discipline are necessary in order
to triunbhy %
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The Constantinople Congress founds the Birlilg

&

Recently, a Workers' Congress was convene*ﬁ Constanti-~
nople. Two hundred and fifty delegates were preSént. They repre-
sented 19,000 Constantinople workers, 15,000 gouldak coal
miners and 10,000 workers from the lead min t Balyakaraidin.

It was decided to unite the 34 exi g dernek into a
birlik, or federation. This bold decisio ightened the Govern-
ment, which refused to recognize the big 9k. It is to be noted
that the Government's attitude towardﬁe-rs has changed a

great deal since the end of the war. Government was always

in favour of the workers when it wa€9s ,'question of driving out

foreigners, but when it was & mati of organizing workers, it
shows itself to be as react@&a all other capitalist govern-

l rg:rises nobody. Besides, every-

%ne event, Turkish capitalism

2 lx‘i, which, after having caused the

: ?eeks and Turks without succeeding

in colonizing Turkey, Wi ow penetrating peacefully into the

8 Land of the Crescent. Thg%efusal of the Government to recognize

the birlik is taﬁtamou%o a gracious smile directed to the

foreign capital in t%&%’”’ountry, three fifths of which is French.

: But the Turyjff proletariat has made its first step.
: : It will go on.
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