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SOVIET POWER IN THE EAST

[ﬁheues moved by Bela Kun apd adopted by the Baku Congress of Eastern
Pecples, September 6, 19

\/ Pervyi sezd narodov Vostoka, Baku, 1-8 sent, 1920 g. Stenografichesikie

otchety, pp. 183-186

1. The revolution of the Eastern peoples against foreign and
domestic oppression, against foreign imperialists and local exploiters,
places on the order of the day the question of state order in all the
BEastern countries, The European bourgeoisie by all kind of machina-

from the nompropertied and small-propertied proletarian-
tions has managed to conceal for a long time and semi-proletarian
elements the nature of state power as a weapon of oppression. However,
contrariwise the extortionist nature of this power is entirely obvious
in the states of the East.

The life and all the products of labor of the poor, who are
completely deprived of all rights in the state are objects of purchase
and sale in the hands of various Sultans, Shahs, Emirs, tribal chiefs,
and their wealthy and bureaucratic cliques. This situation has prepared
the ground for the imperialist exploiters, who in the colonial
countries and in countries which have sunk to the semi-colonial status
+have always concluded their deals with the aid of the rulers of the
state, the high ranking military, and the government officials s at the

expense of the poor.



2, As in the Western states, the wealthy exploiting strata of
the population in the Near Eastern countries have endeavored to 1lond
to their power the appearance of a people's power. The parliamentariza-
tion of Turkey and Persia, the transformation into democratic republics
of Georgia under the leadership of the Mensheviks, of Armenia under
the leadership of the Dashnaks, and of Azerbaijan under the leader-
ship of the Musavatists were carried out under the slogan of freedom
and equality. All these policies, however, have hot been adequate to
create a mere semblance of a people's government. The unprecedented
poverty of the popular masses remains, side by l.‘lds with the
prosperity of the agents of the foreign imperialists; the fact that
land remains in the hands of its former owners, the preservation of
the old system of taxation to the immeasurable detriment of the
toilers, and the It.olarant. attitude toward usury and e ven its support
by the government authorities at the expense of the poor -- all this
has demonstrated the falsity of the slogans of equality, of the
Turkish, Persian, and Azerbaijanian national-democratic parties as
well as of the parties of the Mensheviks and the Dashnaks, who act
under the cover of socialist slogans,

3. The revolution of the toiling masses of the East will not cease
even after the removal of the power of foreign imperialists. It will
not cease under the regime which under the false slogan of people's
power, under the cloak of the slogan of aquality, endeavors to preserve
the power of the Sultans, Shahs, Emirs, Pashas, and Beks; eRdeavors
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to maintain the oppression of the toilers, the inequality between the
propertied and the non-propertied, the oppressors and the oppressed,
the tax payers and those who live on these taxes., The revolution will
not cease at the property line of landlord's fields, which have been
declared sacred. Like the Russian peasantry, the Eastern peasantry
will unfold its revolution to the scope of a gigantic agrarian peasant
revolution, which will result in tﬁ transfer of the land into the
hands of the toilers and the abolition of every expleitation. Like
the Russian peasantry, which has carried out the agrarian revolution
with the support of the industrial workers under the guidance of the
Communist Party, and which after rallyihg into Soviets is now defend-
ing the land and power seized from the landlords and the exploiters, so
the oppressed peasantry of the East in its revolutionary struggle is
counting also on the support of the revolutionary workers of the West,
on the support of the Cogmunist International and of the existing Soviet
states and the Soviet states which will be established in the future.
L. Soviet power and Soviet organization are weapons of power and
forms of organization not only for the industrial proletariat; they are
also the only sultable system by which the toiling masses, who, after
excluding from powsr the privileged and hence hostile elements (land-
lords, speculators, the high ranking government officials, and the
military) can arrange their destiny by themselves. Only Soviet power
will give power exclusively to the toiling poor. The unification of
Soviets and their federation is the only method by which a peaceful
collaboration of the toilers of different nationalities — who here-
tofore have been cutting each others throats in the East -- can be



brought about and which they will be enabled through joint efforts
to abolish the power of foreign and native oppressors and to resist the
attempts of these oppressors to regain their former position.

5. By transferring the administration exclusively intc the hands
of the privileged strata (Xhans, Beks, etec.) so-called democratic self-
government excludes the toiling masses from the administration of their
own affairs. It deprives them of the opportunity to learn how to rule,
deprives them of the opportunity to acquire the knowledge which is
necessary to that end. In contrast the experience of the peasantry of
Soviet Russia, of Siberia, of the Bashkir-Kirghiz Republic, and of
Turkestan has proved that the peasants of the Eastern countries imow
how to administer their own affairs.

6. The victory of the Communist Party in the West will put an end
to exploitation of the Eastern peoples. But the victory of the Coumunist
revolution in the West will.not mean that the Bast and the West can get
along without a mutual economic tie. On the contrary, the victory of
the revolution in the East and the West will mean that instead of
exploitation in the relationships between the different countries there
will be mutual support and aid., After the victory of the Communist
revolution /in the West/ economic relations will be conducted between
A& states, and hence the economic relations of the Eastern states , if they
did not have a Soviet system would merely serve the interests of a
numeérically small capitalist group, which after collecting grain and raw
material would trade with the Western Soviet states in exactly the same
manner that it is trading at present with the imperialist states i.e. by
exploiting for that purpose the toilers of the East.



In the interests of complete liberation from imperialist exploitation,
mﬁ}iﬁ order to achieve the transfer of land to the toilers and liberation
from the power of speculators-exploiters it is necessary t o remove from power
the non-toiling element, all the foreign colonization element (generals,
government officials, etc.), all the privileged people; it is also necessary
that the power of the poor should be organized on Soviet principles. All
the other interests of the toiling people also point to the necessity for
the East of establishing Soviet power,
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