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were flrst to ralsexth:ı revolt aeainst the §ultan, the batallion ı:nder the eoınnaad of

Lieutenı',nt Enver bey was naöe up malnly of soldiers, hıt tb.e şecoıö and ınore nııııerous 
,

unlt rıbich advanced. agtler the coııınaıril of l{iBzi bey, the connand,ant of the fortress Üİı,
ö

lra§ coıııposed. alnost e:rclııslvely of non-ınilitıiry Eıen. fhe slgıiflcaıce of thls fact ls

evldent. 0f the flrst tıaıo batalllons who staçil the revolt, there were more non_nllltary

than nlllta.ry nen. Conseo3ıently, thls ear].y episocle ln the furklsh revolutlon. . .

repud.latea the notioa that the Eıırkish revolutlon of 1908 rças ned.e eıcluslvely by the

arny nen.

Eh,e etrall arrıy of §lL-zt bey anil Enver bey proved lnvinc1}le ln the rıar agaiıst Aböul

Eanicl prinarily because they were supported. by the entire lfuslim populatlon of Maceöonia
I

antl a1]. l,!us].lın peasantry of Eqa6p9an Turkey. In a11 Turklsh vlll_ages, the peasaııts

suppl.led. th volı:nteers with foocl, infornecl them of the movenent of the governmeıt forces,

antl gave şbelter and. often eoncealed. these volıınteers. A 1arge şum of noney ı,ıas offered for

Enverıs head., but the nonoy d.ic[ not tenpt any one. !{any villaget openly refused to şubnlt to

the governnent|e orderg and. to pay,taxe1. Eolloırlag the Turklsh vlllaçrs, the Bulgarian 
*]

v1llages iıegan also to sldle ırlth Nffi\"v. Only after the peasant nasses had. d,eclslveJ.y

expressefl thelr synlıa.thles }rith and. thelr reaclinegg to rend.er asslstance to the revoluülona.r7

plans of §lazl bey t[ld. tbe ls,tter laııncbed. hlş vlctorlous advanee from oae city to another. I

In general, the üuııe revolution of 1908 c&n very r,ıe].l be characterlzed. ln its ftrst stage

as the rislng of the }.tugllnı peasantry of the European [\ırkey agalnst the regine of Abclul

Eaııld., rather than a nllltary coup tlıetat.

_Ibtğ_ı_,pp. L86-95

The Young Turks l revolution of 1908 aroused. consid,erable tlispleasure on the part of the

bourgeols clrcles ln Eıırope and. Bussla. lt ıııas feared, t}ıat iüırkey mlebt be regeneratetl and.

consolldated., arıd. ttıerefore, i.ts breaklng up ıoad.e more d.lfficult. §uch prospects coulcl not

be favoretl by t}ıe European lfiıeriallstg and. the Russları polltlcal party of the

Conatituent Denocrats heatleit b:- Mtltrıkov. !.|any Bussleo wrlters, both of llberal arıd rad.ical

catrpg, were sceptlcal of tb.e possible §urktsh revita].izştlon; this oplnion was upbeld

Ilkeıgtse by the considerable sectlon of the l{ı:şt-Sş,opean socİety aatl the press. .

It ıııas only 1n the }fuslim vıorld., ln Egypt, Persi.a, Ind.ia, Tırılsla, among the
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lntellectuals of Algeria andl Morocco, in a.11 Mus].im colonies of §urcpe, arıal sfiong the Muslias

tn Parİs, toıd.on, Zurlch, and 3erlin thet the ıııs of the revolutionery occurences tn tıırkey

hatl been rıet ıçith great entbuslastn.
_J

|SPeaks again of the fact that the revolt of 1908 agalnst Abdul Eamld. was the revolt of the

}fug].ln peaSarıtry of al1 rurrcğ Even ııben Augtro-Eı:ıga.ry and. 3u}gp.rla atı,acked. trıırkey sone tine
la,ter, and. rıhen rıınors tere circulated about revolts all over Turkey, etc,1 ırho were tbe

people rıbo rose ln d.efence of the coııntry that was being treaeherously attacked., arıd. ,,ıho saved. lt
froı',: İqnend-İng catastrophe? Iü ı*as not the arıqy, because ln splte of ttş heroişn ancl patriotlsn,
lt Şas Povıerless at that ttne to|arry off the attack.fe defence came froın the entlre Eıirkleh
vıorklng cla§s, and. froın otber strate of the populetion. It ıças the clvilian turkey that bad.

organi.zed. and. carrlec1 out the faınous boycott of the Austro-Eıınsatlan antt 3ulgarlan gooils aad.

forced. these coı:ntrles to coneetle. It tıere the ırorkers ln the Turkish ports who had. refuseö

to tırıloatl the Austro-Eııngarian shİps and ı*ho threıı the ftlglliaıı good.s lnto the ııater; it were

the Turkish shoP o!{nef§ ırho had refused. to bıay Austrian aatl 3ulgarları produces, refuseil to
con§uine Augtrlan §ugar, ancl the vitlage produces coning fron hılga.ria... |[hG bloo&Less 'geono4|,c

boYcott uıhİcb ııı' carrieil out ııith an a^ınazlng restrain and. persistenee by the entire &ırklsh
populatlon, proved to be a povıerful instnııııent of national ilefence. .

In ad,d,İtlon to the Union and, Progess Party, other Turklgh parti.es anled. at the

"(TaİffifLgf a consİtuent reglne ln lh.rkey. Ehey wereı fl) rı.e ratllcal group of prince

üffitf-üd*tıı ı*hich paitl pttcular attention to the national question, arıd. tnslsteal on granting
broad autonoııy to varlous na,.tionaılitles in l\ırkey; (2) the Party of Musligı Ted.eration wbich

ıuıifletl tbe betıer enllghtenedl peasantry, petty bourgeoisie, aıd the city proletarlat. fhis
PartY ğvanced. a nuınber of tııırüı social and. econoıeic d-enanitş. . 0) The league ordşnanıg
constltutlonallsts; (4) eacÜka, the Arnenian Social Denocrats; (5) ru"noaktsttlıın, the Arnenian
aationalists; (5ı rııe Albanlan Conınittee i 0) the Arab Cornmlttee.

At the congress of the above parties in P;,ris ln L9O?, the representıtilgs of a1]. tbe above

ıarties decld,ed. to coord.inate their efforts; outllned. their nlnimın pnoepan, rıad. a year later
the urishes of this congress ıııere realized.. A constitutlonal regine ıças lntrocluced ln [\ırkey.

Te-g_Se.l If the &ırklsh revolutlon hail i.ts oıın characterlstic in vtevg of tbe role that
was PlaYed in it bY the ariry, lt d:lffered. llttle ı,§ a whole fron any other European revolution.
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İt ııas prepared- and. called. forth by t}re economi.c d.eveloprıent of the Öttoman empire, by t,ıo sloır

but perslştent glowth of the proiluctlve forces in the coııntry whlch were breaking up the o1ö

pol1tloal structure. This revolution yas 'elgyeil at flrst, ancl later consİderably iı. stened. by

the ggnplica.tlons evid.ent outgicle the I\ırklsh territory; by the lntrlgues of Bussia, Austro-

Eıııçıry, 3rltain ln Maced.onia, Arabia and. Albania, andl by the fear shared. b5r the ııtEh*ıııt

enlightened. elements of the entire fıırklsh populı,tlon of the coırplete d.isintegratlon of the Otto-

nıan enplre if the old. regi.ne ı*as to stay. Ehe Turklsb officers plaşeil the role in the liberatioa

noveııeat ln [\ırkey vhlctı is usual]-y playett ln other corıııtrles by the ııcı enllgbtened. arıd

etlucateil elenentg of po-,ulation. in Bussia, such a role bacl been p}area !y the Busşlan
Bao^in,'ı !

lntelllgeatsla; in Persia by the elergr...; in India by the 3ffiış tıho vrere prosecuted ty the

3rltish goverruıeıt for the revo]-utlonary propaganda,. Ia [h.rkey, hoı+ever, tt ı*as the nilltary

cast, a8 wes the case of the Russlan Decembrlsts ln L825, that proved. to be the noşt enltg[teneö.

Ia analyzing the program advanceal by the Eurkish officers, ancl ln stutlylng the ta.sks ıçhleh

they assıımetl, we can gee that tiıöse officers proved. to be not only tb,e d_efend.ers of the

ni-tional interests and. th,e sovereignty of 1\ırkey, but tbat tbey rrere also the represeatatlveı 9f

the furklsh, l1beral bourgeolşle ışhich by tha.t tiıne ıras ghaplng up and. 
"orrrollr]atlag 

its forceı.

. Ehe tı sk ass,ı:ınecl }y ühe turkish offcers i[id. not fail a§ vras tbe case wltb the &ussiao

Decenbrists in J.82ğrbecause t}ıe [\ırkey of ].908,,,as far alıead. econoınically than Russia of L82J,

Tbe arqy mchecl on 60 easily because the [\ırklsh peasants who natle up the arı4y, proveö to ta-

reatly to accept neu ldeas, and d.id. not renain lad.lfferent to propagarıala which the coınrnlttee of

the Union and. Progress party carried. on energetlcally ln the 
.Turklsh coıııtrysid.e. . . |hırkey }ras

gaved. thanks to the herolgm of lts proletarla.t, petty bııurgeolsie, and the toşn population a6
econoınlc

a whole and. thenboycott of the ener§r. 3ut the Toung nırksı revolutioa proveil to be ıınable

to solve the plıollenı with ı*hlch it vıas confrontecl so e.g to prevent the breaklng up of the

'ttor", enpire. Actı:ally it only hastenetl t!ıie profeıs.
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Ibİd..,pp .l-96-207

fhe Yo*ru fıırks tlitl not Justify the hopes şbich neny tr/uropeaa soclallsts had, put ln the
Turkİsh revolutİon of 1908 ıFıg+tıEıoç erlıeetlng that rad.ig6t ?ıiçı.ıı goclal anrl econonic
reforns andl the change of the natioaa1 pollcy in regarcl to the Chrlettan popııl&.tion of
[\ırkeY, Nonetheless, the Yoııng &ırkg aaf.ntroaueeil sufficlent changes 1n the coııntry to arouse
against thenselves the lınperiallst circles of the European gtates.

The Yoı,ııg turks heacled. bY Enver[aşha strove to strengtben the §ırkish arry; outlinecl a plaı
t

for laYing out of hlgfuvıays and. railway liaes. lfhey were the lread.ers of a Bovıerfıı]. natioaal
novenent ta §ırkey rıhlch aırakenecl patrlotlc feelings aJnong a1I ştrata of the f\ırklsh populatİon,
as ııe].1 as the clegİ.re to ftght a life aait d.eath bıttle for the *-ı*-ıırtTı lntegrlty of the
0"o'*o euPİ,re, 3esİtıes, the Yoıınğ Turks| novemeıt foıınd, a strong repercugion 1n the entlre
}fuŞlim worldl, &!]ıong the PeoPles of the Caucarsu§, Persi.a, §ırkestai,, Algerla, rndi.a, Morocco,
|[\ınlsİa, antl EriPoLL, l§escrlbeg the attack }y Austria, Italy, 3ulgr rla, Serb ıa, oıeecf,.

fhe resPonslbllitY for tbe d.tfficu],t situeitlon in ııhclh the Ottonan eııpire foıınci. ltself
as a result of the couP d.ıete.t of 1908 ].1es to a conslderable extent u.lth the yoııng Eurksı
PartY whlcb was lnfected. with the uala(y of a narrow aııd near5lghteil ngtionallgn anal

chauvinlşıı whlle tlefend,ing the prtnciples of Parıturkism and. Paaİslarılşu. Tbe hır}:l.sh revolutİoo
v'as an all-nt,tlorıal Burklsh afJ'air, the ,"*uS of the efforts aııd. ileslros on the part of all
classes of the FıırklŞh popula.tİon to stnıggle agalnsttheoltl d.espotic reglna. lut tbe leailers of
t'ıis revolution, the Young Eıırbs, were and. haıve remainetl tbe representı-.tlves of the lıteral
!ıırktsh bourgeoİsİe and tbe mllİ'.,a-ry cast. they coulc not aba.ndon the paycholory of their opıa
class, andl could. aot solve the natione.l and. raclal probleıas. . . The Yoııng Turklsh revolutlon
falleil to solve the nıtiona]., peasant, and. workersı probleng. §orıe conceasions to the splrlt of
the tlne ı'ıere maile, }ut theY vıere not şııfflclent at the tlııe wben all Europeaa states ca^Be out
against t,he otrf,6ın6a euPlre. Only the ınost radi.cal antl inııed,lı,te rejuvenation of the coıııtr7 antt
the radice.l settlement of the rcttlonal qııestion ln the sense of grantlng broad. autonony to the
Chrlstiao PoPulı",tlon, could. btve provid.ed. new strength to the ottongn eııplre in the struggle
against the hostlle coelitİoa.

lt vıas onlY ıınder the pressure of a sharply hostlle policy of the Entente #tr" yoı:aei

bı,
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|üırks abancloftheİr Fre.ncophll and. Anglopbİl syıırpe_thies. . gne c€ın say that the entire

period- of the Yoı:ng Turkst rule passetl. uıcler the slgn of the Ang1o_i'rench orientı,tion. İhe

ad.nirers of the French a"rıc[ English politlcal orp3niz:ıtlon, the Toııng Tıırkg d.ecelved. then-

selYes by hoping that England. and. Fra.nce ııou].il gupnort [\ırkey siırply because the latter
had. İatroduced. a constltutional regine... Soon t}ı.ey were to face bltter ölsappoia_tment.
f Reference here to the Entente and. tsarist Russia pollcles reg:ırd.ing tiıe Stİ.aıtfl

Soviet Russla ba..s oulte a d,lfferent vlewpoint 1a regartl to the Da.rılane].].es.
. Only lf the 31a.ck Sea is coniroled. by the Sovlets, and. if the Bect l\ırktsh barıne1

or tbe banner of the §ovlet fed.eration of the 31ack Sea ştate§, ffiıı.}rtg*tı?ııı,xtıgT
tlııtıırtıışxthçı§ııısEıııışnıüıtııitüxirııftr:tı is holsted over codantinople, would the

Ukrıılne, the Caucasus, and. the Turkisb Aaatolla be able to 11ve 1n peace ancl to carry on

congtnıctive vıork.
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