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Kh.M.ﬂbovikian "Vliienie russkoi revoliutsii 1905 g. na revoliutsionnoe dvizhenie
v Turtsii" Sovetskoe vostokovedenis, Vole3, ppel5-35
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pel5 The revolutionary movement in Turkey, which had begun at the md ofl century

significantly inoreased under the influence of the Russian revolution o 53 it
embreced broad strata of the population of multlnational Turkey and lau d the struggle
against Abdul-Hamid's absolutism,

The 1905 Revolution had a two-fold &ffect on Turkey. On one it provoked
en uproer within the gmwmwmmsmk ruling clesses, and on the other hand it activated the
forces of the revolution, 4

pel9 eeee Prior to the Russian revolution of 1905 the revolu Terary movement in Turkey
was very weak, The actions between the young Turk politicel ;'f's and the national
minority parties were not as yet coordinated, The work of tei¥oung Turk organiza ions
was concentrated in large cities of West European states, @Well as in Egypt, Greece,

and Bulgariae Their sctivity lay in propaganda of the ide of freedom and of constitution
among & narrow circle of liberally inclined Turkish gov t officials, army and navy
officers, and also smong the students of the Stambul i tutions of Higher Leerning,
Within the country the activity of the Young Turk part%’as very limited, Absclutism was
on & rampagCeses

After the Russian revolution of 1905 utu@ changedeses
p.20 The opposition movement let roots rlou ata of all the nationalities in
Turkey.It became accelerated pertic 3y.in to‘la among the Turks and in the

Arab regions of the empire among&?} r%‘his opposition movement was headed by
thousands of representatives of Jrogre 85 intellegentsiaess.who were being persecuted

and exiled to the outskirts of s9empl After repeated routs of the undergroun&
young Turk organizations by 3 rge number of exiles had aggregated in
the provinces, They were pre y th es who headed this opposition movement,
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Pe22 es.sBozinning with 1905 in ief psge of time the number of newspapers end periodi-
cals issued by the Young Turk groups wdé‘.'ubled. In Egypt, Bulgaria, Switzerland, France,
thd Caucesus , etc, newspapers, journals, leaflets began to come out in Turkish, Arab French
Armenian, and Bulgarian languagess Iq.népte of the fierce terror even in Turkey several
newspapers were published.... :

The Syrian emigré@ in Egyptlsmr? ce, England and other countries of Europe began
undoubtedly under the influence he Russian revolution of 1905 to estsblish their
first political circlese With théfincrease of revoluticnery and opposition movements in
Turke§ the national Arab movement’also increasedessss

The Azerbaijanians, s and Turks, arriving from Russia in Turkey for study at
the Stambul schools and beffigiunder the &fifect of the Russiean and Iranian revolutions
promoted the spread of the ideas of fresdom and constitution in Turkeye They gave much
space in the columns of%Azerbaijan and Tartar newspapers to the description of the
difficult sconomic and tical situation of Turkey of which the Turkish press was
forbidden to write.;.&

The basic ma :E‘bf the opposition &gainst the Sultan Government was far removed
from the democrat as of the Russian revolutionses.

ce of a large numper of political groups and trends in the country,
oad the existence of various trends éwen in the party of Unity and Progress
sterogeneity of the Young Turk movementeeese
and nationalities
Different classes/took part in this movement. The latter in the main tended

toward separatisme The trend toward separatism complicated the struggle and weakened the
all Turkish front against absolutismesses

Pe23 The ex
and especia 11y
testified to
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ps25  Prior to 1905, under Abdul-Hamid, there was practically no open rebellion emong the

Turkish soldiers and sailors. The intolerable economic conditions in the army and the navy,

+  +the acceleration of irom discipline, pnigxgﬂmntx extended military service, their
pertioipation in punitive expeditions and the suppression of revolts among the&onians,

i

Armenians, Arabs, Druz, Nestorians - all this aroused the army end navy agains e Sultan
Government,

In 1906 the growing discontent found its reflection in demonstratio%@d open action
against the superiors and against the Sultan authoritye.eee & 4
pe28 Under the influence of the Russian revolution, beginning with 1905{%5 with unrest in the
army end nevy, unrest and rebellions flared up with renewed force amo%bg}l the nationalities
inhebiting Turkey. W

t mobements rose to
Isen movement in Anatolia,

The lMaceddnian and Armenisn movements, vhich were basically p .
e higher level, The Chetnik movement increased in Macedinie and p
These were joined by the netionel Arab movementssse

pe29 The strugsle against absolutism in Anatolie became part i

The urban merchent and petty bourgecisie was taking part in this¥strugglee..e

The struggle of th¥r masses was guided by the Federation of Oémen revoluioneries and the

Committess of Turkish liberals, the Ledhe of smnrgggﬁi%gjﬁlists the Committee of
Ja

larly strong early in 1806,

Tnity and Progress, the Liberation League of 89¢- xxux nvorens and other organizationse..

The Anatolisn Turkish liberals following a¥)first“@he example of the Russian, and parti-
cularly the Transcaucesian Armenian and Azerbaijam Li bourgeoisie developed a petition
movement in all the Anatolian townse.eeOther, (ficme Log elements, and mainly the League of
Osmanian Constitutionalists and the Liberatien $eague of the Self-Resigned advanced the demand
for a redical reconstmction of the existinfglistategresime and government systeme The Self-Resigne
were even considering e general revolte T omnigte® of Unity and Progress after the failure of
the petition movement advanced the dema. % t storetion of the constitution and counted
on the support o the Turkish army andczslit tiny (in Erzerum).

Every one of these orgenizat i%ad itglown opinion on the question of the part which
the Christian population wes to play in thefstruggle against absolutism ( the Armenian and Greeks
For instance the Committees of the Turkish liberals and at the start of the movement also the

pe30Committes of Unity and Progress were against the Armeniean and Greeks acting jointly with the
Turkssesse @ . :

Pe3l The petition movement together w thithe popular demonstrations and separate rebellions conti:
nued throughout 1906 and 1907, Then this form of struggle had no effect ocn the Sultan the
leaders of the movement called upothe people to withhold payment of state taxes and levies,

/ This redical appeal to unsubord_ﬁ‘&’ion produced a strong ‘effect/ and unrest swept throughout
Anatolim,..and especially the Eefébern districtse Erzerum played the leading part in the
movement,...The events were blgg&fin Erzerumesss

pe32 The popular unrest, military®mutinies end partisan action in Anatolia were not carried to
a decisive end and were defsated every time because all these movements were not closely
related with each other a iﬁe movement was lead by the top layer of the liberal bourgeoisie
and landlords as well as bourgeois nationalist parties, The active participation in this
struggle of the populap,mas€es of various nationalities with their own demands was not
pe33included in the progra o) the lsadership of the opposition movement; on the contrary it
was beyond the bound which were set in advence by the leadership.

The Young Turk 3
raise the revolt‘s
leaders of the Er

perum Committee preferred to base itself onlv on the Turkish Army, to
ptHe army and demand that the Sulten restore the Constitution of 18%8, The
erum Committee Khusein Tosum-bey and his comrades accelerated the propaganda
in the army anduled the uprising for the autumn of 1907, But at the time the plan

was to be put tion the comspiracy was exposed and Ahmed-pasha made short work of the
plotterse The Committee as a whole was arrested., Tosum-bey was taken to Stambul and imprisoned,

where he stayed until the revolution of 19084 The rest of the leadership of the Committee -
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fifteen men - were exiled to Sinope in May 1908 for life at hard laboresss
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Late in 1907 after the suppression of the army mutiny the anti-governme mvement

once more raised its head in Wrzerum. A crowd of people seized the post red its
demands to the Sultan, These demands of the Lrzerum people were not giv attention
and popular unrest continued through the next year,...lLarge scale arrest gan in Anatolia
eeeehAll prisons were filled to capacity..eseThe Young Turk, foreign an asian press

carried accounts of the unrest in Turkey and revolts throughout Asia Si Tsoeo

eesoAli Khaidar, the son of Midkhad-pasha wrote as follows in an article published
during the Young Turk Revolution in the newspaper Neue Freie Pre

Pe34 " It was much more likely "- Ali-Khaidar wrote =" that Euro
reservoir of the revolutionary movement, However the Turkish
Asiatic Turkey, rather than European Turkey fmx as the place
activityeess There/ in Asiatic Turkey/ the play was prepare
Macedinia, The Young Turks chose Asia, for there there wa anger of provoking inter- .~
national complications. There propaganda was developed, embraced 21l of Tmxkmy
Asietic Turkey. This propagande was not noticed, and ov%z notice of it was taken, it

urkey would be the
ots xmtaxkedt chose
eir revolutionary
ich was performed in

was not considered importent, Erzerum was the center of entire movement, The revolu-
tion was expressed in Asia in a nurber of revolts/ Thv}x ing call of the movement

was "the Constitution"/ This article was reprinted i Tifliskie novosti, No.37, August 2.
1908/ e 00 Q

Pe35 /From Lenin, Sochineniia, XXI, pp.396-86/: "If ere to take as an example the revo-
lutions of the Twentieth Century " - Leni ote - ¥ then both the Portuguese and the
Turkish revolutions will have to be of gourse ized as bourgeois revolutionse Neither
one nor the other have been "p%fb’ﬁﬁ?" uti because the popular masses, their
overwelming majority did not come fo oti y in either the former or the latter

revolution actively, independent wi@neir own economic and political demands."
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