
y

MICHAEL S. SMITH

)minent historical actors -
REVIEW ESSAY

Gregor Benton
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SHuv, Kuı-KwoNc. The Chinese Communists'Road to Power. The Anti-Japanese National United Front, 1935-1945. Oxford universıty ıress,Hong Kong [etc.] 1988. 312 pp, §.29.g5.

wang Ming, otherwise known as chen shaoyu, is a controversial figure inthe history of the chinese Revolution. chinese communists claim that heled the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to disaster between 1930 and 1934by blindly following a radical "ı"ri-oppo.trnist'' line, uut ttuihis attemptafter 1935 to foist a new "right-opporiunisti'ıin" on ,t.il;;;; thwartedby Mao zedong and his supporteii, who followed an orthoJJ* üaoirt pattıthat avoided both extremij. Mo."'r"cently, especially since ıgzr, chın"r"historians have begun to argue that these iwo ,,deviations,, 
were in fact thework of stalin and the communist International (or comintern), whose

lıi'ly lackey wang Ming was said to have been. outside china this latterthesis is not new. Even before Ig7g I for one had explainJ-ın o",riı ,t 
",wang Ming was not an independent actor on the iolitical .iug", urt uMoscow puppet.I

In 19772 the historian Shum Kui-kwong took issue with my thesis about
[11c vlng, and in his new book3 on ttıeiecono united front between theCCP. and-Chiang Kai-.shek's Guomindang he returns to battle. In Shurn'sopinion wang Ming, like Liu shaoqi and &hers vilified by the Maoists, hasbeen the victim of a rewriting of history uy ttıe ra.ty. st rrnui.o*u"ıi"r".that I and others who "praisJ Mao Zeionğ'' and '.n"grt" ih" ao-intern''have uncritically acceptid the CCP's view"of Wang, ;;";;rgg"rate thedifferences between Mao and Wang and pretend üat Mao '.coi-sistently''

i,şŞf$r::ltoı 
"The 'Second Wang Ming Line, (1935-38)", China Quarterly, 6I

' Shum Kui Kwong, "Comment on'The "Second Wang Ming Line''''', China Quarter-ly.69 (l977j. pp. l36-145.
' The Chinese Communisıs' Road to Power: The Anti-Japanese National I]niıed Front,1935-1945 (Hong Kong, t988), 312 pp.
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