




































































































































































































































































































6

Dear prosecutor, at the beginning I had no,. intended to explain t|^e torture
at ,length. However, I fe,lt .it necessary to explain comprehensive:y as tne
oppressive methods applied on us are sti'] 'l gc,ing on.

I protest against this situation which conf l,icts with human digniıy, l,le

have not been crushed. My statement ,j s ther€. lle wi] ,l continue with the
struggle for democracy. Justice shou'ld make -its Voice heard for ihe sake
of the futurg of democracy.

l be] ieve in this. ] be] ieve that necessary action wi'l '] be taken 0n my

repoı^t of crime.

1.1,i th re9ard5

Nabi Yagc i

7 Decem5er 'l987
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yiıdiz sarcin and cicek

l Yacci exD€caed Mrs
ı Thetche; to raise the cas6s
ıof their husbands * who
are currently awaİting triaı in
Ankara on chargei oftrying to
estabıish a ü€w legal commu-
nist party * on her visit to
Turkey last wbek, they must
have been disappoınted.

"ı'm sur9 he is doing every.
thing he possibly can to s€e
that full human rights are en.
joyed in Turkey"' Mİs
Thqtcher purr€d when ı§ked at
if §h6 had raised th€ subject of
tht Turkish regime's detention
and torture of politica] oppo-
nents in her discussions with
th€ Prime Minister, Turgut
oz8j.

of all the westerh govern-
ments to u,hich the two women
have appealed since Nihat sar.
gin and Haydar Kutlrı openly
returned to Turkey from poııti.
cal exile last autuınn, the res.
ponse has been chiuier only in
washington. The British Prlme
Minister even went so far as to
call herself an "ozalite".

sargin and Kutlu are the gen-
eral secretaries of the Turkish
workers' Party and the Turk-
ish communist Party respec-
tively, botb ofwhich are
banned. They went home a cou-
pıe of we€ks before last Novem_
ber's elections to force the pace
of democratisation in Turkey,
the only couhtry in Europe and
,the only NATo state where the
communist Party is stiıl ille8al.
They were arrested at the air.
port, reportedly tortured and
now face sentences of up to 500
years each.

Yikliz Sargin descriües her
r€action to tıle two geneİal sec.
retarie§' decision to return to
Turkey as one of shock, anxiety
and fear. "But we accept€d and
re§pected that d€cision. we ex-
p€cted things would happen to
them, but I didn't expect that
they would be tortured. My
hu§band is 60. He is too old to
be tortured."

cic€k Yagci iŞ more circum_
spect. "It was a party deci§ion
which l thought right, but obü.
ously I was anxious about th€
prospect." A week after the two
men arrived home in a blaze of
publicity, Mrs sargin teıe.
phoned the public prosecutor,
Nusİet DeJniral, to ak6 why
th€y were being he|d §o long
without charge. ''He toid me
tiıe interro8ation was taking
tihĞ, and it was then I started
td gusp€ct they were being
to ured."

Both men have petitioned the
priınğ Minister ın prote§t
a8ainst their physical abuse in
detention, which the govern-
ment denies, "I have been mar-
ried for 33 years, and I know
my husband i§ not ıying," Yil-
diz sar8ın comments- "He now
suffers ffom peins in his shoul:
ders and the specialist who ex-
amined him protested to the
authoritie§ that ıt had been
caused bi necüanical suspen-
sion of üe aıms behind the
back."

Haydaf Kutlu told his lawyer
that he üas given eıectric
shocks to the genitals and has
written to his wife that he has
since had h8art tremors. Two of
the men's,lawyers have now

atcher

comed home and by the oİİiciaı
parliamentary ceremony held
when the exiled president of
the worke§' Paıty and fornıeı.
MP, Behice Boran, died ]ast oc-
tober, After her body was flown
back to Istanbul, 25,000 people
braved the riot police tojoin
the funeral procession,

"They held a press confer-
ence to announce their decision
to go back and they said openly

they wanted to set uD a legaI
communist Partv," Yildiz sar.
gin says, "Turkey is our coun-
try and my husband wants to
live there. what is wrong with
that ?" since the two men's
return, their parties have de_
cided to §end home more of
their ıeading exiles. whether
the two women go thems€lves.
in cicek Yagci's words, "de-
pends on the turn ofevents."
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Tort hope

cicek Yagci (left) and Yildiz sargin. PHoİocRAPH GBAH^MTıJRNEt]

been arrested and wilt now be
part of wlıat Demiral calls'jthe,trial of the era".

Both women escaped from
Turkey in the months followins
the coup in september 19B0
whjch brought the military
regime to power. Yildiz sargin
had been a lecturer at Istanbul
University. cicek Yagci İOas a
politicaı activist in the Ttırkish
women's movement. "I was a
member of the Progres§ive
women's organisation. we
were fighting for equaı wages
for equal ıirork, child care facili-
ties and better maternity ıeave,
The organisation was sus-
pended in 19?9 by the martial
law command, and after seD-
tember 1980 hundreds of our
members were detained and
tried," she recalls.

since last November, the two
women have written to hun-
dTeds of political ıeaders, writ-
ers and artists inside Turkey
and thr0ughout the world to
appeal for their husbands' free-
dom and for democratic rights
in Turkey. §everal west Euro,
p€an governments have backed
their campaign. They are now
trying to arrange a meeting
with tlıe Foreign oİnce. "BIit-
ain describes it§e}f as a ftee and
democratic country," cicek
Yagci says, "and I would have
eıpected Thatcher to have
raised what is a clear violation
of human rights in a country
with which it has cıose link§."

They explain how the two
party ıeaders were encouraged
in their action by the Turkish
prime Minister's remark that
politica'l refugee§ wouıd be wel-
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According to the Turkish Penal Code the folloçıing punishrnents aı]e

c].aiıned. for Xutlu and Sargın in the indictınent (no.1988/12) presented
to the Ankara state secuııity couı]t by the prosecutoıı:
t'Suspect Nabİ Yağcı (Haydar Kutlu) -.Responsible foıı leading two
illegal panties i
(a) Being the ğenenal secretary of the Turkish Comınunist Party (TKP)
(b) Atteınpt to found United Coıımunist Panty of Turkey (TBKP)"
( rndictınent page 1)

Suspect Nihat Sargın - Responsible for leading two İllega1 paııties.
(a) Being the general secnetaı]y of the Tunkish }Jo:ıkens ı Paııty (TiP)
(b) Atteınpt to found United Coınmunist Paıty of Turkey (TBKP)"
( fndictınent page 3)

Acconding to the cnimes claimed above the Pnosecutor. deınands that
the t!ıo gene:!,al secretaries should be punİshed. accordİng to the
a:ıticle 141/1 of Turkish Penal Code. ( rndictrnent page 3 and 5)
The pnosecutor states in his indictment that the two genenal
secııetanies, l'should be punished accoııding to the aııticle 142/1-6
of the Penal Code since they coınmitted cnimes by ınaking coınmunist
pııopaganda. " (rndictment page 2 and 5)
"_...ı1, s;:ouli ie ıu::iıhed t-:;c:.di:ıg ".c t:le artİcle ],i C of t]ıe ]"ıa]
Code because they have discredited the authority and the prestİge
of the state outsİde the country. i' (rndictınent page 2 and 5)

"They should be punished according to the article 158/2-3 of the
Penal Code because they have insulted The President of Turkİsh
Republic by means of publication(media). " (rndictment page 2 and 5)

"They s}.:uld be punished accorCing to the article ?r2/2-3 of the
Pena1 Co<je because they openly praised an action forbidden by the
1aıı. " ( rndictment page 2-5)
l|They should be punished according to the artic].e 159 of the Penal
Code because they İnsulted the mo:ıa]- personality of the goverjııent
and the Turkİsh Republic by means of publication(ınedia).'t (rndictııent
page 2-5)

Although the two genera1 secretaries have openly and publİcly
declared that they have returned vo].untariJ.y to their country with
the aim to found the Unİted Comınunist Party of Tunkey ''legal,ly'',

BRIEF INrORMATION ABoUT THE INDICTME}IT PRESEI.ıTED T0 THE
_._ a
ANKARA STATE SECURITY COURT BY THE PROSECUTOR AGAINST THE TWo

GENERAL SECRETARIES MR.KUTLU AND MR.SARGIN
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the UCPT which is not founded yet is shown as an illegal party in
the İndictment by the prosecutor. Thus such an interpretation that
the ti^ro general secretaries are 1eading ınembers of the two i].legal
organizations means that they are in danger of being tried for their
1ives according to the article 1ıü]. of Turkish Pena]- Code. Besides,
the two general secretaries are accused of violating the article 142
ılby conducting propaganda in order to spread the ideas and thoughts
of their parties",accused of vio].ating the artic}e 140 "by discnedit,
ing the prestige of the 'state abroad through declaning that the
basic human rights are systematically violated in Tuikey and the
regime is not a real deınocı"acylı and accused of violating the article.
158, 159 of Turkish Penal Code "by cı.iticising the President jnd
Government of Tunkey." Foı. these crimes, each of the two geneııal
secretaries ane wanted to be punished between 60 and 500 years of
imprisonment.

The two general secretaııies are nainly tnied by articles 141-Iı+2

of the Tunkish Penal Code. These two faınous aı]ticles aııe adopted
froın the rtalian Penal Code during the pei,iod of Mussolini rule.
rt çıas claimed that the aiıı of these two aııtieles is to !ıprotect

the state being destnoyed by force and violencelı

The prosecutor said cleanly in the indictınent that llThe Tunkish
Comınunist Pa]ıty of Tunkey had followed vanious tactİcs to neaeh
he:ı aiın in accordance ııith tiıne and conditions. These tactics a]le

to ınake pnopaganda work, uıass campaigns and to accoınplish a united
fııont and joint actions ııhich are not gene!.ally .consisting anmed

novement and violence.lı (rndictment page 62)

Yet the prosecutoı] asks for the iınpleınentation of these antİcles
because according to him and the so-called l'democracy" in Turkdy
"to defend a change in the social system and to ınake propaganda
fon it'ı i,s a crime. it is not right to wait and see the will of the
ına jority of the people in Turkey, "b"..r"" to r"rait and see the
result wi1l be too latell.. (Tndictment page 15)

The prosecutor describes the communist system in the indictment
ırith the fo1lowing sğntences: llThe principal of communism is death
to anyone who is not with theın. There is no another way. Theİn
tactİc İs fİrst to take the ınoney from the people with the revolu-
tion and wÖaken theın. Secondly, threaten them. According to commun-
ists everyone ııho is talented, initiative and capabt'e is a fasÖist.
He must die. There is no good. or bad coınrnunism. Communism is a
terrİble dictatonship which exploits the worken.t' (rndictınent page 1ü

-2-

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



-3-
As the pnosecutor describes "the historica1 develoPnent of conrnunism"

in the indictınent, he states that "the develoPment of the socialist
thought sİnce Plato, İs of gneat İrnportance and thİs developınent
appeared sometimes as communisın, socialism and soınetirnes as anarch-
isın". ( rndictment page 18)

Thus in the indictınent tlio historically opposing philosophical
thoughts, communism and anarchİsın which have critİcised each other
broadly have been pre s ented. coınıning from the some origin, narnely
the ideas of Plato.

The prosecutor eVen criticises the "states like United states,
united Kingdom, Fnance and ltaly foİ, not preventing the coınmunist
activities in their country'l in the indictınent and states that
ltit is an oPen reality that the activities of the corununist parties
are not allowed legally in the neighbourİng countrİes of the state
which adopted comınunism and try to spread this systeın all over the
ıiorld'| implying Soviet Union. The pııosecutor even goes fuııthen by
claimİng that ıtbecause of the pnesence of a powenfül coınmunist
paı]ty, Italy does not have a stable po}rerir. ( rndİctınent page t8-19)

According to the pnosecutoı? tıeve:ıybody 3,1iving within the bordens
of Turkey is Tunkish.'t Therefo:ıe the t6o general sekretaries committed
the cniıne lıof weaking the nationaI feelings and segnegating the

,country by speakİng about the exİstence of Kurdİsh people İn Tu:ıkey
and by defending that the deınocraticgrights of Kurdish people should
be acknowledged, conditions should be created fon their cultuııal
developınent and the ııight fon every ıninonity to speak, write and
publish ih thein own Ianguage shciuld be accepted. Fon this ıfea§on
they must be punİshed according to the article 142 of Turkİsh
Penal Code.İ ( Indictınent page 62, 98)

According to the prosecutoı. "there arÖ no classes in Turkey but only
some prbfession groups. Sinee communisrn takes into consideration
the class İnterests and defends the rights of the workİng class,
it is in contradiction with t}İe slelc_J_lsy expressed in the
rntroductıon of the constitution. For this reason the sıtuatıon
of our country, its socia1 conditions, the strength of religious
and natİonal traditİons, and also the character of our nation
is definetely not suitable for the irnplementation of conrınunism
in Turkey.li (Indictment page 54)

Accordİng to the prosecutor, the two general seLretaries coınmİtted
the crime expnessed in the article 312 of Turkish Penal tode "by
statİng that the trade-union and polİtical rights of the workİng
class are diıven away fnom thein hands and the country is reıgned
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4

by a handful of rich people, thus provoking hate and hostility
considening class differences". (Indictment page 8\)

It is stated in the indictınent that the two general sekretanies

"discredit the prestige of the state abroad by stating that the

regime in Turkey widely conducted torture and violated human rights
and by organising protest carnpaigns in abroad using the trials of
DtSK (Progressive Trade Union Confederation) and Turkish Peace

conınittee. For this reason they should be punished according to the

article 140 of Turkish Penal Code.tı (Indictment page 67)

The prosecutor demands that Haydar kutlu should be punished because

in one of his speeches he has called tlEveııy fonce who is against
dictatorship, everyone who 9rants democracy to dialog, coopeııation
and joint struggle for rights and freedoms and foı a deınocnatic
governmentıt thus ll provoking class hostilityll . (IndictTnent page 98)

According to the p:.osecutor to demand eveı.yone who 9Jants deııocracy

to unite means to incite class diffeı]ences and hostility in the

soc iety.
The prosecutoıı stated that ıı coınmunist,.paııty of,rurkey has conducted

active propaganda work against the present negiııe within and outside
the countııy by oııganising Pııotest c.ıİnPaigns, ıneetings and demonstra-

tions foıı a geneı]al political amnesty, the abolition of death Penaıty,
the citiziens depnived of thein politicat rights to be able to fully
exercise theın, the Political ııefugees to be abıe to r.etu!,n theiı:
country, the abolition of the antictes ].41-tıü2 of the Tunkish Pena1

Code, to end. state contııoI oveı] the tııade-unions and rnass oı]ganisa-
, o"Jt]_onsA the ı]].ght to stı;ike fon,iıı }roılking peoplet,. (Indİctınent page 68

consequently Haydar kutlu is accused of defending the fundeınental

nights and freedoms and making propaganda for the futJ_ implementation
of basic human rights. rn fact, these demands are not supported only
by CPT and WPT, but also they are th.e basic demands of the ınajorİty
of the whole 1ega1 opposition parties, trade-unions, intelIectuals
and by everyone who believes in democracy.

These are the main arguments of the indictment on which tİe Prosecutor
laid the case "in the trial of the era" speaking with his own words.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



ŞORKERS' PARTY OF TIJRKBY coİlğlJNIsT PARTY oF TuRKBY

Ber} in (l,,lest) , 1l . 11 . 1987

Press S Ea.Eernerat

We are going to reEurn to Turkey on tlonday, 16th November in order
to start the preparatİons to leqally launch the United Communist Party
of Turkey. The great inüerest that the, announcements of our reİurn has
aroused in the public opinion. is dppreciatsed by us as an important
deveJ.opment for our cause of democrati sat,ion,

t,le do not want ğo puts anybody in a diffİcult position with this initia
tive. we wish to make the maxiınuın contribution to the process of demo-
cratisation in Turkey. we want all the parties to determine their views
on the legal activity of the communist Party and to discuss this issue
tıith the people on the eve of the qteneral e]ection. with this step, we
ııould like to assİst the party that wilt win the e]ections, which ever
party it may be, in bringing this question onto the agenda of the neb,

Government immediately after the elections. For this, it is necessary
to enble thats party to consuıt its policy on this issue rıith the peop]e
during the elections. In this way we think we will be contributing to
a hea].thy functioning of parliamentary democracy.

certain circles want to misuse our return to the country and our efforts
to ]eqally form the ucpT. in order to create neıı tensions and proı,oke
instabilıty. It is known that these circles have never felt comfortable
abouE solving the problems of the country within the parliamentary
system, abouE the parliament being placed as the hiqhest organ in t,he
political sysEem and about prevailing of democracy with all its rules
and institutions. Nevertheless, we urge ğhese circ]es to keep pace
with the contemporary realities and to stop poisoning the polit,icaı
atmosphere ııi üh their provocations.

PRESS CONFERE\ICE

The Government holds the viel, tshat "the time and t,he circumstances are
noE yeİ faı"ou;-ab]e for Ehe legal founding of the UCPT". However, in our
opinion, every poliDical force and especiaIly the Government should have
a responsıbility in contribut,ing to the creation of favourable circum-
stances now. F'or, the issue is the question of the future of Ehe poti-
tical regime, the question of creating a new and democrati(: po].itical
culture and the estab]ishment of a modern, p]uralist regime in our
countsry.
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We think Ehat a national accord is imperatsive for a real return to demo,

cracy. If a civilised compromise is realised now on Ehe issue of legal
establishment of Ehe UCPT, ğhis ııil1 also prepare a good basis for
the fuEure in so],ving the counEry's imporEants prob].ems and will pave Ehe

way to Ehe establishmenğ of a new ııay of politsical ğhinking.

The UCPT wilI be a partsy wiEh a princip]e of autaining ibs immediağe and
u].timate, all politicaI aims in ademocraEic way. In ihe inEerests of
social progress, we are always in favour of a pluralisE regime. We advo-
cate a regime where the democraEic wi]-l of the majority shall prevail.
We always object to undemocratic ways, both in coming and staying in
power.

Those who allege thaE we aim class domination, are themse.].ves in favour
of continuatsion of Ehe present domination by a small circle over the
vasg majoriEy. |Je, hoı,ıever, defend Ehe incerests of our working class,
of the nation and of a].l Ehe people together in harmony. Socialism,
which is our fundamenEal aim, will mean full realisation of social
justsice and social peace.

As long as our initiative for leqally startsing Ehe acEivity of tshe UCPT

is obstrucğed, it will never be possible tso speak of fult existence of
. human riqhts in our counEry, and of our country being in deed a European
counEry. The Communist Party's denial of the right to work legally comp.

leEely contradicts with the Articles 19 and 20 of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, with the Articles 9, 1O and 11 of the European
convenEİon on Ehe Proteccion of Hunan Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,
and with the Article 7 in Ehe lsE Section of the Final Act of Helsinkı
Conference on Security and Cooperatsion in Europe, all of tıhich have been
signed by Turkey as well. Can Ehere be a genuine democracy in our coun
try wiühout geDting rid of. these contradictions?

The UCPT will alııays defend resolutely the righDs of the working c].ass,
of al]. who work by brain or by hand, and will support their organisa-
tions. For Peace and Deınocratic Renewa]., we will be in a dialosue and
cooperatİon with a].l the forces who shİre these aims. To this end,
ııe will rıork for reaching a national accord and a democratic stabi].ity.
The UCPT ııi]_l make every contribution to the development of Turkey's
ideological and cultural ].ife. The relations of UCPT with iEs friends
who are in poı.ıer or in opposiğion in various countries will sErengthen
uhe internationa]. diaLogue of Turkey, our struggle for the lesatisation
of UCPT is noi only for our freedom but for the freedom of al,], revolu-
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tionary Left forces, of Turkish and Kurdish peopIe. of a]-l democratic
forces. This freedom ııi].l at Dhe same time creaEe favourable condiEi.ons
for more advanced unison of revoluğionary left forces at various levels.

We can see EhaE our return has even from now conEributed tso bloııing of
a fresh wind of democracy iri our country. It wi], l not be surprising if
Ehose circ],es who will be unable tso stand in tshe way of Ehis wind, who

are afraid of ğhe lisht of democracy atstempt to stir İhe political situ.
aE,ion and Eo create insEabiIiEy. Bombing oi various offices of the
(ruling) tlotherland Pariy is an indication of this. However, Ehose who

hope to have the democratic forces give up their determined positions
wiğh this ğype of incidents and the fuss made about these are mistaken.

We deem it a humanistic and civic duty to call on a].l the forces and in-
dividuals who ııish our country Eo attain a contemporary democracy. to
show solidariEy with our initiative.

F{a.lzd.a,r t( r-:. t- f- r-ı
CPT Cc General Secretary

NiLıa.t Sa.r-çr ]_ rı
. WPT General" Secretary
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SiRGIN AND KUTLUİS VIEWS CN TI{E INDICTMENT

ANKARA(BEM)_Dr.Nihat sargin and Mr.Haydar Kutlurim-
prlsoned general secretaries of the UI|f and the CPr res-
pectively stated that the prosecutor had the death aen-
tence in mind.Kutlu and Sargın expres§ed their vieııs on

the irıdictnent against theın in a statement made public
by Mr.Erşen Şansa}rone of the their defence laııyers.

They said that the prosecutor had tried to bring as
many charges as he could possibly dorand through a close
exanination of the indictnentrthey worked out loııer and

upper limits of total sentenceg.They concluded that what

the prosecutor had in mined was nothing Iess than capital
penalty.

Accoıding to their assessnent rcharges against llaydar
Kutlu carry sentences fron 255 years to 756.5 years or
death penalty whereas against Dr.Sargın frorı. 277 years to
826.5 years or death peyıalty.

The two general secretaries also stated that on the

whole the indic trnent could not be taken seriously and that
it .]-ac ked legal ground.They added that it was on}y the

reflection of the prosecutorıs political vieııs and world
out 1oo k .

STATEMENT I,iADE BY iq;i SAKA],SIZ AND MR KARACA,

SPCKESPFRSONS OF THE .,.JCRKERSr PARTY C! TURKEY AND THE

CoM]IUNIST PARTY oF TURKEY cN THE INDICI,I"IENT AGAINST

SARGIN AliD KUTI,U

ANKARA (BE!,l) - The indictment pıepared for the trial of the

General Secretaries of the Workersr Party of Turkey and the

Communist Party of Turkey have been made public. Although we

cou]_d not yet thoroughly exaınine the indictment, the indications
are that the prosecutor of the Emergency State Court has gone

beyond the 1ega1 framework, he chose to condemn, irr the persons

of sargın and i(utlu, the freedom of expression and association
rather than two offenders and he aimed to prevaİl his outdated

view that the communist parties are ir.compatible with a pluralist
d,emocracy.Intheİndİ.ctment,noton]J-theWorkersrPartyofTurkey
and the Com!ıunist Paı,ty of Turkey, but also the communist and

1
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and workeTsr partles of western Europe have come under attack,

rundoubtedly, the trİa1 of Sargın and Kutlu ııill bring tİıe issue of

dernocracy artd hunan rights to the forefront of public attention j,n

Turkeyandinitsa]'1ies.Thistrialwİllnotbeconfinedtoalegal
struggJ-e between the prosecutor and Sargrn and Kutlu and other patriots

and progressives whose inclusion in the tria1 has never been understood,

Thistrialwilfbeabattlefieldwhereallthosefavouringhumanrights
and democracy in Turkey and Abroad wi1l be struggling against those

traınpling upon them in furkey. We all have a right to expect the hrı$an

rİghts to be triumphant in ths struggle,

non behalf of the workersı party of Turkey and the coınmunist party

of Turkey we cafl upon the international public opinion to be ln soli-
darity with a11 the po}itical prisoners in 1urkey in order to secure

their freedorn. Strengthening the solidarity for freedom of Sargın arıd

kut]_u is now crucially İınportant for the struggle for democracy in
Tuıkey. n
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