
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































*F Yildiz Sargin and Cxcek
{ Yagei expected Mrs.

# Thatcher to raise the cases
of their husbands - who

* are currently awaiting trial in

i establish a new legal Commu-
nist Party — on her visit to
Turkey last week, they must
have been disappointed.

“I'm sure he is doing every-
thing he possibly can to see
that full human rights are en-
joyed in Turkey,” Mrs

-if she had raised the subject of
%Turkish regime’s detention
torture of political oppo-
nents in her discussions with
the Prime Minister, Turgut
Ozal.
Of all the Western g0vern
. ments to which the two women
have appealed since Nihat Sar-
gin and Haydar Kutlu openly
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cal exile last autumn, the res--
ponse has been chillier only in
Washington. The British Prime
Minister even went so far as to
call herself an “Ozalite”.
Sargin and Kutlu are the gen-
eral secretaries of the Turkish
Workers’ Party and the Turk-
ish Comnmunist Party respec-
tively, both of which are
banned. They went home a cou-
ple of weeks before last Novem-
ber’s elections to force the pace
: of democratisation in Turkey,
..the only country in Europe and
..the only NATO state where the
-'Communist Party is still illegal.
They were arrested at the air-
" port, reportedly tortured and
now face sentences of up to 500
- years each.
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§ Ankara on charges of trying to

Thatcher purred when asked at'

returned to Turkey from politi- -

Tortured hope

Yﬂﬂm Sargm descnbes her
 reaction to the two general sec-
retaries’ decision to return to

| Turkey as one of shock, anxiety
| and fear. “But we accepted and

respected that decision. We ex-
pected things would happen to
them, but I didn’t expect that
they would be tortured. My
husband is 60. He is too old to
be tortured.”

‘Cicek Yagci is more circum-
spect. ‘It was a party decision
which I thought right, but obvi-
ously I was anxious about the
prospect.” A week after the two
men arrived home in a blaze of

publicity, Mrs Sargin tele-

phoned the public prosecutor,
Nusret Demiral, to aks why
they were being held so long
without charge. “He told me

:the interrogation was.taking

titne, and it was then I started
to quspect they were being
tortured.”

‘Both men have petitioned the

| Prime Minister in protest

against their physical abuse in

‘detention, which the govern-

ment denies. “I have been mar-
ried for 33 years, and [ know
my husband is not lying,” Yil-
diz Sargin comments. “He now
suffers from pains in his shoul-
ders and the specialist who ex-
amined him protested to the
authorities that it had been
caused by mechanical suspen-
sion of the ayms behind the
back ” r

Haydar Kutlu told his lawyer
that he was given electric
shocks to the genitals and has
written to his wife that he has
since had heart tremors. Two of
the men’s lawyers have now

been arrested and will now be
part of what Demiral calls “the
trial of the era”.

Both women escaped from
Turkey in the months following
the coup in September 1980
which brought the military
regime to power. Yildiz Sargin
had been a lecturer at Istanbul
University. Cicek Yagci was a
political activist in the Turkish
women'’s movement. “I was a
member of the Progressive
Women's Organisation. We
were fighting for equal wages
for equal work, child care facili-
ties and better maternity leave.
The organisation was sus-
pended in 1979 by the martial
law command, and after Sep-
tember 1980 hundreds of our
members were detained and
tried,” she recalls.

Since last November, the two
women have written to hun-
dreds of political leaders, writ-
ers and artists inside Turkey
and throughout the world to
appeal for their husbands’ free-
dom and for democratic rights
in Turkey. Several West Euro-
pean governments have backed
their campaign. They are now
trying to arrange a meeting
withthe Foreign Office. “Brit-
ain describes itself as a free and
democratic country,” Cicek
Yagci says, “and I would have
expected Thatcher to have
raised what isa clear violation
of human rights in a country
with which it has close links.”

They explain how the two
party leaders were encouraged
in their action by the Turkish
Prime Minister’s remark that
political refugees would be wel-

Cicek Yagci (left) and Yildiz Sargin.

comed home and by the official
parliamentary ceremony held
when the exiled president of
the Workers’ Party and former
MP, Behice Boran, died last Oc-
tober. After her body was flown
back to Istanbul, 25,000 people
braved the riot police to join
the funeral procession.

“They held a press confer-
ence to announce their decision
to go back and they said openly

PHOTOGRAPH: GRAHAM TURNER

they wanted to set up a legal
Communist Party,” Yildiz Sar-
gin says. “Turkey is our coun-
try and my husband wants to
live there. ' What is wrong with
that ?” Since the two men’s
return, their parties have de-
cided to send home more of
their leading exiles. Whether
the two women go themselves,
in Cicek Yagei's words, “de-
pends on the turn of events.”
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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE INDICTMENT PRESENTED TO THE
- &
ANKARA STATE SECURITY COURT BY THE PROSECUTOR AGAINST THE TWO

GENERAL SECRETARIES MR.KUTLU AND MR.SARGIN

According to the Turkish Penal Code the following punishments are
claimed.for Kutlu and Sargin in the indictment (no.1988/12) presented
to the Ankara State Security Court by the prosecutor:

"Suspect Nabi Yagci (Haydar Kutlu) - . Responsible for leading two
illegal parties; )

(a) Being the general secretary of the Turkish Communist Party (TKP)
.(b) Attempt to found United Communist Party of Turkey (TBKP)" -
(Indictment page 1) ' '

"Suspect Nihat Sargin - Responsible for leading two illegal parties.
(a) Being the general secretary of the Turkish Workers' Party (T1iP)
(b) Attempt to found United Communist Party of Turkey (TBKP)"
(Indictment page 3)

According to the crimes claimed above the prosecutor demands that
the two general secretaries should be punished according to the
article 141/1 of Turkish Penal Code. (Indictment page 3 and 5)
The prosecutor states in his indictment that the two general
secretaries, "should be punished according to the article 142/1-6
of the Penal Code since they committed crimes by making communist
propaganda." (Indictment page 2 and 5)

"Zl.ey shiould be puniched «QPPéing tc the article 14C of the T-nal
Code because they have discredited the authority and the prestige

of the state outside the eountry." (Indictment page 2 and 5)

"They should be punished according to the article 158/2-3 of the
Penal Code because they have insulted The President of Turkish
Republic by means of publication(media)." (Indictment page 2 and 5)
"They shculd be pdmlEhed according to the article 212/2-3 of the
Penal Code because,they openly praised an action forbidden by the
law." (Indictmentypage 2-5)

"They should be punished according to the article 159 of the Penal
Code because they insulted the moral personality of the goverment

and the Turkish Republic by means of publication(media)." (Indictment

page 2-5)

Although the two general secretaries have openly and publicly
declared that they have returned voluntarily to their country with

the aim to found the United Communist Party of Turkey "legally",



the UCPT which is not founded yet is shown as an illegal party in
the indictment by the prosecutor. Thus such an interpretation that
the two general secretaries are leading members of the two illegal
organizations means that they are in danger of being tried for their
lives according to the article 141 of Turkish Penal Code. Besides,
the two general secretaries are accused of violating the article 142
"by conducting propaganda in order to spread the ideas and thoughts
of their parties",accused of violating the article 140 "by discredit:
ing the prestige of the state abroad through deeclaring that the
basic human rights are systematically violated din Turkey and the
regime is not a real democracy" and accused of violating the articles
158, 159 of Turkish Penal Code "by criticising the President and
Government of Turkey." For these crimes, each of the two general
secretaries are wanted to be punished between 60 and 500 years of

imprisonment.

The two general secretaries are mainly tried by articles 141-142

of the Turkish Penal Code. These two famous articles are adopted

from the Italian Penal Code during the period of Mussolini rule.
It was claimed that the aim of these two articles is to "protect

the state being destroyed by force and violence".

The prosecutor said clearly in the indictment that "The Turkish
Communist Party of Turkey had followed various tactics to reach
her aim in accordance with time and conditions. These tactics are
to make propaganda work, mass campaigns and to accomplish a united
front and joint actions which are not generally consisting armed

movement and violence." (Indictment page 62)

Yet the prosecutor asks for the implementation of these articles
because according to him and the so-called "democracy" in Turkey
"to defend a change in the social system and to make propaganda

for it" is .a crime. It is not rigﬁt to wait and see the will of the
majority of the people in Turkey, "because to wait and see the

result will be too late"™. (Indictment page 15)

The prosecutor describes the communist system in the indictment
with the following séntences: "The principal of communism is death
to anyone who is not with them. There is no another way. Their
tactic is first to take the money from the people with the revolu-
tion and weéaken them. Secondly, threaten them. According to commun-
ists everyone who is talented, initiative and capable is a faseist.
He must die. There is no good.or bad communism. Communism is a

terrible dictatorship which exploits the worker." (Indictment page 1f



.

As the prosecutor describes "the historical development of communism"

in the indictment, he states that "the development of the socialist
thought since Plato, is of great importance and this development
appeared sometimes as communism, socialism and sometimes as anarch-

ism". (Indictment page 18)

Thus in the indictment two historically opposing philosophical
thoughts, communism and anarchism which have criticised each other
broadly have been presented.comming from the some origin, namely

the ideas of Plato.

The prosecutor even criticises the "states like United States,
United Kingdom, France and Italy for not preventing the communist
activities in their country" in the indictment and states that

"it is an open reality that the activities of the communist parties
are not allowed legally in the neighbouring countries of the state
which adopted communism and try to spread this system all over the
world" implying Soviet Union. The prosecutor even goes further by
claiming that "because of the presence of a powerfiil communist
party, Italy does not have a stable power". (Indictment page 18-19)

According to the prosecutor "everybody.lliving within the borders

of Turkey is Turkish." Therefore the t@io general sekretaries committed
the crime "of weaking the national feelings and segregating the
~country by speaking about the existence of Kurdish people in Turkey
and by defending that the democrafingrights of Kurdish people should
be acknowledged, conditions should be created for their cultural
development and the right for .every minority to speak, write and
publish in their own language shduld be accepted. For this reason

they must be punished according to the article 142 of Turkish

Penal Code."(Indictment page 62, 98)

According to the prosecutor "there are no'classes in Turkey but only
some profession groups. ‘Since communism takes into consideration

the class interests and defends the rights of the working class,

it is in contradiction with the state view expressed in the
Introduction of the Constitution. For this reason the situation

of our country, its social conditions, the strength of religious

and national traditions, and also the character of our nation

is definetely not suitable for the implementation of communism

in Turkey." (Indictment page 54)

According to the prosecutor, the two general sekretaries committed
the crime expressed in the article 312 of Turkish Penal Tode "by
stating that the trade-union and political rights of the working

class are driven away from their hands and the country is reigned
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by a handful of rich people, thus provoking hate and hostility

considering class differences".(Indictment page 84)

It is stated in the indictment that the two general sekretaries
"discredit the prestige of the state abroad by stating that, the
regime in Turkey widely conducted torture and violated human rights
and by organising protest campaigns in abroad using the trials of
D1SK (Progressive Trade Union Confederation) and Turkish Peace
Committee. For this reason they should be punished according to the

article 140 of Turkish Penal Code." (Indictment page 67)

The prosecutor demands that Haydar Kutlu should be punished because
in one of his speeches he has called "Every force who is against
dictatorship, everyone who wants democracy to dialog, cooperation
and joint struggle for rights and freedoms and for a democratic
government" thus " provoking class hostility". (Indictment page 98)
According to the prosecutor to demand everyone who wants democracy

to unite means to incite class differences and hostility in the

society.

The prosecutor stated that " CommunistrParfyjof*Tﬁrkey has conducted
active propaganda work against the present regime within and outside
the country by organising protest campaigns, meetings and demonstra-
tions for a general political amnesty, the abolition of death penalty,
the citiziens deprived of their political rights to be able to fully
exercise them, the political refugees to be able to return their
country, the abolition of the articles 141-142 of the Turkish Penal
Code, to end state control over the trade-unions and mass organisa-
tions%?%he right to strike for‘all working people". (Indictment page 68

Consequently Haydar Kutlu is accused of defending the fundemental
rights and freedoms and making propaganda for the full implementation
of basic human rights.»In fact, these demands are not supported énly
by CPT and WPT, but also they are the basic demands of the majority
of the whole legal ‘opposition ﬁarties, trade-unions, intellectuals

and by everyone who believes in democracy.

These are the main arguments of the indictment on which the prosecutor

laid the case "in the trial of the era" speaking with his own words.



WORKERS' PARTY OF TURKEY COMMUNIST PARTY OF TURKEY
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PRESS CONFERENCE
Berlin (West), 11.11.1987

Press Statement

We are gofng to return to Turkey on quday, 16th November in order
to start the preparations to legally launch the United Communist Party
of Turkey. The great interest that the' announcement of our return has
aroused in the public opinion- is appreciated by mus as an important
development for our cause of democratisation,

We do not want to put anybody in a difficult position with this initia
tive. We wish to make the maximum contribution to the process of demo-
cratisation in Turkey. We want all the parties to determine their views
on the legal activity of the Communist Party and to discuss this issue
with the people on the eve of the general election. With this step, we
would like to assist the party that will win the elections, which ever
party it may be, in bringing this question onto the agenda of the new
Government immediately after the elections. For this, it is necessary
to enble that party to consult its policy on this issue with the people
during the elections. In this way we think we will be contributing to

a healthy functioning of parliamentary democracy.

Certain circles want to misuse our return to the country and our efforts
to legally form the UCPT, in‘order to create new tensions and provoke
instability. It is known that these circles have never felt comfortable
about solving the problems of the country within the parliamentary
system, about the parliament being placed as the highest organ in the
political system and about prevailing of democracy with all its rules
and institutions. Nevertheless, we urge these circles to keep pace
with the contemporary realities and to stop poisoning the political
atmosphere with their provocations.

The Government holds the view that "the time and the circumstances are
not vet favourable for the legal founding of the UCPT". However., in our
opinion, every political force and especially the Government should have
a responsibility in contributing to the creation of favourable circum-
stances now. For, the issue is the question of the future of the poli-
tical regime, the question of creating a new and democratic political
culture and the establishment of a modern, pluralist regime in our

country.



We think that a national accord is imperative for a real return to demo-
cracy. If a civilised compromise is realised now on the issue of legal
establishment of the UCPT, this will also prepare a good basis for
the future in solving the country's important problems and will pave the

way to the establishment of a new way of political thinking.

The UCPT will be a party with a principle of attaining its immediate and
ultimate, all political aims in ademocratic way. In the interests of
social progress, we are always in favour of a pluralist regime. We advo-
cate a regime where the democratic will of the majority shall prevail.
We always object to undemocratic ways, both in coming and staying in

power.

Those who allege that we aim class domination, ‘are themselves in favour
of continuation of the present domination by a small circle over the
vast majority. We, however, defend the interests of our working class,
of the nation and of all the people together in harmony. Socialism,
which 1s our fundamental aim, will mean full realisation of social

justice and social peace.

As long as our initiative for legally starting the activity of the UCPT
is obstructed, it will never be possible to speak of full existence of
.human rights in our country, and of our country being in deed a European
country. The Communist Party's denial of the right to work legally comp-
letely contradicts with the Articles 19 and 20 of the Universal Declara

tion of Human Rights, with the Articles 9, 10 and 11 of the European
Convention on the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
and with the Article 7 in the 1lst Section of the Final Act of Helsinki
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, all of which have been
signed by Turkey as well. Can there be a genuine democracy in our coun

try without getting rid of these contradictions?

The UCPT will always defend resoiutely the rights of the working class,
of all who work by brain or by hand, and will support  their organisaf
tions. For Peace and Democratic Renewal, we will be in a dialogue and
cooperation with ‘all the forces who share these aims. To this end,
we will work for reaching a national accord and a democratic stability.
The UCPT will make every contribution to the development of Turkey's
ideological and cultural life. The relations of UCPT with its friends
who are in power or in opposition in various countries will strengthen
the international dialogue of Turkey. Our struggle for the leqalféation

of UCPT is not only for our freedom but for the freedom of all revolu-



tionary left forces, of Turkish and Kurdish people, of all democratic
forces. This freedom will at the same time create favourable conditions

for more advanced unison of revolutionary left forces at various levels.

We can see that our return has even from now contributed to blowing of
a fresh wind of democracy irn our country. It will not be surprising if
those circles who will be unable to stand in the way of this wind, who
are afraid of the light of democracy attempt to stir the political situ:
ation and to create instability. Bombing of wvarious offices of the
(ruling) Motherland Party is an indication of this. However, those who
hope to have the democratic forces give up their determined positions
with this type of incidents and the fuss made about these are mistaken.

We deem it a humanistic and civic duty to call on all the forces and in-
dividuals who wish our country to attain a contemporary democracy., to

. show solidarity with our initiative.

Haydar Kutlu Nihat Sar-gin
CPT CC General Secretary . WPT General Secretary



SARGIN AND KUTLU'S VIEWS ON THE INDICTMENT

N

ANKARA(BEM)-Dr.Nihat Sargin and Mr.Haydar Kutlu,i#
prisoned general secretaries of the WP¥ and the CPT
pectively stated that the prosecutor had the death qgir
tence in mind.Kutlu and Sargin expressed their vieﬂgshn
the indictment against them in a statement made
by Mr.Ergen Sansal,one of the their defence law

They said that the prosecutor had tried
many charges as he could possibly do,and thr
examination of the indictment,they worked % lower and
upper limits of total sentences.They co ed that what

the prosecutor had in mined was nothing Je than capital

ing as
a close

penalty.

According to their assessu&,chgs against Haydar
Kutlu carry sentences from 25 ars 736.5 years or
death penalty whereas agains&YS?ln from 277 years to
826,5 years or death penal '\

The two general secp : so stated that on the
whole the indictment co 0 taken seriously and that
it lacked legal ground. y Xd that it was only the

reflection of the prosecutor's political views and world
outlook,.

SPOKESPFRSONS OF EWORKERS' PARTY OF TURKEY AND THE
COMMUNIST PARTY URKEY ON THE INDICTMENT AGAINST
ARGIN AND KUTLU

STATEMENT MADE:E; MR SAKALSIZ AND MR KARACA,

ANKARA (BEM) - EQS'indictment prepared for the trial of the
s

General Secret of the Workers'! Party of Turkey and the

Communist Pa f Turkey have been made public. Although we
could not ¥y oroughly examine the indictment, the indicatiomns
are that rosecutor of the Emergency State Court has gone

beyond g::! egal framework, he chose to coundemn, in the persons

of SargaW#nd Kutlu, the freedom of expression and association
rather n two offenders and he aimed to prevail his outdated

view that the communist parties are incompatible with a pluralist
democracy. In the indictmernt, not only the Workers' Party of Turkey

and the Communist Party of Turkey, but also the commuunist and



and workers'! parties of Western Burope have come under attack.

wUndoubtedly, the trial of Sargin and Kutlu will bring the issue of
democracy and human rights to the forefront of public attention in
Turkey and in its allies. This trial will not be coufined to ,a“legal
struggle betweeun the prosecutor and Sargin and Kutlu and othem patriots
and progressives whose inclusion in the trial has nuever been understood.
This trial will be a battlefield where all those favouring human rights
and democracy in Turkey and Abroad will be struggling against those
trampling upon them in Turkey. We all have a right to_expect the human
rights to be triumphant in ths struggle.

"On behalf of the Workers' Party of Turkey and the Communist Party
of Turkey we call upon the international public opinion to be in scli-
_darity with all the political prisoners in Turkéy in order to secure
' their freedom. Strengthening the solidarity fex freedom of Sargin and
Kutlu is now crucially important for the struggle for democracy in

Turkey."





