WORLD PARLIAMENT OF THE PECPLES FOR PEACE

THE ROUND TABLE OF TRADE UNIONISTS:DETENTE—CONVEBSION1££§ARMAMEEE

Sofia, Bulgaria, September 26,1980

TOPICS AND SUGGESTIONS FCR DISCUSSION

(1) Continuocus intensification of the arms @ace which begen just
after the end of World War II has sc far gwallowed enormous
material, human and financial resources wmgently needed for the
prosperity and development of the whole‘pf'mankind: The present
level of the world's armaments' drive amd expenditures imposes
on the working people immense burdensfoé sacrifices, undermines
the foundations of social and gcencmicWdevelopment and exposes
the very existence of menkindedc théyFisk of catastrophe in a
third world war. Growing armamént sexpenditures fails to improve
the real security of naticnEWyInstesd they add to international
tension, enhence the thredtmof Z¥med conflicts and the risk of
thermonuclear war. '

(2) Huge military spending thrgughout the world significantly
hampers the rate of economi€W@evelopment and of raising living
standards. Armaments expenditures absorb enough to double global
spending on education or %eftriple public spending on health
protection. Chanelling tH®®e means to developuent could markedly
accelerate the economich growth of 2ll countries and bring tangible
beriefits for social sdcu¥ity. iloreover, it would be possible to¢
contribute substantidd®y to the solution of the problems of
industrial pollutiogfytransport, safety of work and illiteracy,
prevention of desezsSes and their elimination, especially as
regards professionfl and industrial diseases, housing problems
and problems of gpeople who today live on the margin of society.

o llore and more pedple around the world have become aware of the
detrimental effect of the arms race on development and prosperity
of all natichig and of the world at large,

(3) In the _developed capitalist countries, the rise in military
spending kas¥gone hand in hand with growing unemployment and
inflatignWy The propagenda slogans broadcast by the military -
industrial complex say that high military budgets are conducive
to highey employment, economic stability and growth. Contrary
to this, there is irrefutible evidence thet high military



used. in huge quantities [j

oveloping
countries is in fact very snmell in compariscn tc that cfgicefence”
spending. Military spending swallcws up an inpertant
their wealth that should be used for the development; agri=,
culture. Rechannelling these funds would be a najer

in many of these countries.

l
(‘7) The sccialist countries have sc far managed marmonize a
relatively high rate c¢f eccnomic growth with trengthening
of their Gefence potential. In conditicns of eady and rapid
Cevelepuent the conflict between the defcenog eds end cother
sccial needs, particularly the increase ir@
not glaringly nanifest. This does not nes
a contradicticn dues not exist. There is
in armanents, based on the principle reciproecity, equilibrium
and mutual security, and even nore sogmosmeral and ccuplete dis-
armnament, would open up for cc rie h planned eccnonies the
way tc faster and fuller developn entv

(8) Such rare and non—renew&a r@rces as bauxite, ccpper,
s, 2O

Tl, re, nanganese and c¢il are
i v purposes. Disernanent would
icS

liberate considerable q t £ these raw materisls and put
them at the dispesal of&.u vi,m producticn. This would
incraase and lengthen enerayggopccities and rescurces of ccuntries.
New sources of energy needed for the future c¢f mankind could be
develcped in a totally saf@gcy including the developnent and
capacity of nuclear pcwe tions for peaceful purpeses.

03

ing stancdards, is

cwever, that such
dcubt that a reduction

.--'.

(9) M inportant part Alabcur ferce is partially cor entirely

diverted by the arms e. Human enerygy, prcfessicnal capacities
anl experiences of pmgffle: are put at the service of the arms

r-pro@uction which ha ¢ suitable utiiity;to scciety.: Using the
« labour feree scle cr peaceful’ purpcses woull inerease the

nunber of availa
professors, phy
are particular

less than en
their depriw

le scientific and technical perscnhel, especially
ans, eccnonists, technicians. These skills
leeded by the develcping ccuntries that have far
i for their needs and who suffer greatly from )

n cf science ancé technclogy.

ity of the nmilitary sector cver the civilian one
in utili scientific and technical capacities of pecple
. sericus obstacle to the develcpuent of science,
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(16) In their race for ma:imun profits, the 11111t'u'y—1n‘ isl
complexes and their pclicy of doudnetion over natural unan
resources of countries which are less pcwerful econcrni y but
nicre ghundant in raw materials, their control of ma.rk and

spheres of influence, represent the chief cbst:.cloA isarmo~
ment. This is largely responsible for the present-a deterior-
stion of the international atncsphere. The NATO countries! mili-
tarist pelicy stimulating the earms race places '-"Jvery Cetente
in jeopardy.

(17) While the military-incustrizl ccaplexes the nost
reacticnary forces try tc reverse internatig detente and
artificially create a pcliticsl climate fo 8 destructicn din
Bast-West relatiuns, peaceful Torces contilme their efforts to
end the arms race and for disarusment. C sicn of war
industries must cssert itself as a vay Cisarmsnent and a
reduction of arms and nilitary 3«;;6‘ S

(18) The cenversicn of war incasi ‘ie$ the only alternative
to save mankind from externi m t is possible tc¢ find the
mnost efrficient ways of con \;&

of skilled werkers, L.I"'(__,'lﬂb an
em‘alc,yeo in the arms ind

4] cut prejuticing the interests

-

search wcrkers currently

to meintain, at the sane tine,
the earning capacity of in civilion branches necessary
to perscnzl and social 1ptRen., This is how State expenditures
shou’lp be channelled to 01v1& branches of prceduction instead
of to creatlng ever greater neans of destruction as at present.

(19) The stage~-by—~-stage 1‘?‘&01’18 in the arus production will
Progressively fabricate lian prcducts in the units designed
for conversicn, thus cpe: ing the establishnent of a systen of
international cooper:zt% in the framewcrk of export and inport
trade in civilian pr ts. The benefits from conversion would
avoid present econc; oltlerecks thanunfevceursbly affect and
waste human and ma al resources. Conversion would liberate
new forces in boitRynatiocnal consunpticn and internaticnal trace
as well as husbg & all rescurces.

(20) Conversi '-~s ar. alternative which would contribute te the
golution of eiploymient problen. It is well-known that the
capital inw in arms industries creztes far less jobs then
that inves n varlous sectors of civilian pruductlcn. llore-
over, -they versicn of arms producticn would ensure more jobs
because S¥producticn of arns is an obstacle to taking
advantag f real possibilitics which woulcd contribute to the
solutlon of cevelcpment and ”m: unenployuent preblen. Studies

axd analyses have shown that = billion Collars spent on the

1
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- the creation of a systen of public erelits and subven
to assist the wor industry enterprises irn restructuri
civilian procducticn, while meintmining the scouie levg
technolcgy and labeur force, i.c. no cutbacks.

towards

- gn investization intc the needs of the pcpul:;—;i:icél the nmatter
of electric hcusehcld applicmces -nd cther products of personal
encd femily use, as well as intc the probleu of
cultural establishuents, scheols, sport faci
health establishments, transportation, infra

icl cepadties:
s, housing,

- the adjustnent of conversicn tc versomal $oci:ﬁ,l neecds.,

16 P —'r“"-i*"‘f schocls for training

- the creation of vrofessiocnsl and z adg
workers in new methodls and procedures - pssisting them in

their new tasks in civilion proc‘.v.ctimv

-~ the coordinction of conv-crsio*l, .;‘b 'b&ltern?:“ional level in
order to avoid imbalances irn_une ivm:.tionzl Civision of labour
k ©f

and investment within the T Nv zoinies of aconciic
integration ané Cevelopuen é

9,
(24) Peaceful cc-existen Q &rm::;eﬂ"ﬁ are the two nz2in
conditions for the Cevelma"a LW ey gystem of econonic
relations at the in“cern&oz;;‘. ?Jal, that vill suarontee +the
liberation and developnent o yiler-teveleped countries, To this
enc the centrol, limitation and, finally, eliminstion of harmful
activities of 'tr-:nszt».:'.'tic.:-'l:;v-rp\;:a'.:-.‘ticns in the wler-developed
countries are inéispens.—:bvc-;:.f;‘.i‘ticz_s Tor safeguarding the
sovereignty of pecples ;e their notural and hunan resources.
Pecce, friencship and oM ol security between peoples livir &
in sccieties vith Cif: nt socicl and political systens will

be the result. o

(25) Of vitel signf@:;a e are the large peace proposals put
forword by the Sc—iio'a Union =nd othor scecialist countries, which

would stinulate ~onle ol socinl Cevelepment of pecples as
well as strengilMning internaticnal security and cooperation.

These proposa.!&cL..all cnl all Non-Governental Organisations, and
especially on@tZfide unicus, regrrdless of their internationzl
afrfiliation M@ politiczl or ideclegical crientation, to suppcrt
these prc-p% through united cctions, Tor reCucing expenditures
on arms, ersion ¢f eccnciies, detente end peace,

=1
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(26) Thc&.’u 1é¢ Trade-Unicn Conference on Sceizl ond Economic
Aspects “ol¥ Disarasnent - ccul?l give on impertent impetus tc wnited
actions launchel by trede wniwns of cll orient-tions in cowntries
of 211 continents in favour of Ciscrmouaent, cefence of workers!
interests ond the well-being of 211 people.




WORLD PARLIAMENT OF PEOPLES FOR PEACE RT-X~-76

(Sofia, September 23-27, 1980) DRAFT

DECLARATION

————————————————————

OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION ROUND TABLE ON "DEZENTE, CONVERSION

AND DISARMAMENT

The Round Table of Trade Unionists of the Worldd, Parliament of
Peace, held in Sofia on September 26, 1980,,8Hd attended by ....
trade unionists from all the continents eXamined topics connected
with the struggle for detente, the™@onvemsion of the war industry
and disarmament which are the main/prerequisites for the reinforce-
ment of world peace and for thelegonomic and social development

of the working people,

In order to solve the problem of,c¥isis the imperialist forces
resumed the policy of raising ifit@rnational tension, thus increasing
the war danger and the gains in ghe framwork of political detente
and raising even more obstacaes to military detente.

The economic consequencesgof the arms build-up includes the

wanton waste of human and material resources, spiraling inflation,
growing unemployment andmeutbacks of social, health, educational
and welfare programs i, the capitalist and developing countries

as well as the curtalfment and destruction of trade union rights.
In socialist count®ieS the defence requirements are limiting

their ability to“wrogress as rapidly as they could in their

stated goals of Barsing the economic, social and cultural standards
of their peoplé%

There is a goOWMon, all embracing need confronting all trade unions
and working peéople of the world to guarantee world peace, to curtail
and reverse the arms race and to convert national economies from

the current suicidal course of accelerating arms and military costs
to investment and production of commodities and services that
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Pulfil human needs. Only this will raise living standards

and economic, social, health, educational and cultural progress
pe achieved, including safe and healthy work environments on a
universal scale, and at the same time guarantee a future free of

+h- awful prospect of nuclear war. =

The widely held and deliberately fostered fallacy in the western
capitalist countries, as well as in the developing countries, that
greater military expenditures results in economic stability and
prosperity has been totally exposed as an falaxxﬁ_bylxmdqtrolable
inflation, increasing unemployment, cutbacks allk 3Mong the line

in social, health, educational and welfare programs, and an absolute
Jowering of living standards, precisely during the period of the
greatest and most rapid increases and arms @pending in all of
history. In addition, the closer sugh expénditures and arms build-ups
push the world toward nuclear confrontation and war; the greater

is the diminishment of security for all the countries of the

world.

In most developing countries the trade unions and working people

are forced to struggle against the/harmful effects of the

activities of the transnationald @erporations together with

military or para-military dictatorships, while in the home

countries of these same copomations the trade unions and workers

find themselves in strugglds against job lay-offs and plant closures.
In these instances, the necessity of forging closer common bonds

of trade union solidarity ds particularly acute.

The trade unions and ®he working people of the entire world
not only have an enépmous and vital concern in this, but potentially
have the power to make/3Mmense contribution to put an end to halt

and reverse this“ghastly trend.

Therefore, théRRound Table of Trade Unionists of the World
Parliament of, Pepples for Peace widely represented by trade
unions andpwerking people of all continents. unanimously acclaims
and appeals™®™o all trade unionists and their organisations every-

where, as follow:
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a) That the trade unions and the working people of all countries
of the world, in common with all other people, have an immediate
and most urgent need and concern to remove the present exgreme

war danger and the suicidal trend toward nuclear confront@fion

and war.

D) That the trade unions and the working peope, inf‘every country
have an inalienable and basic human right to a World at Peace

and to rising standards for all in every sphere of{WWman activities
and endeavour in national and international economies based on the
production of goals and services designed for human needs and
betterment, full employment and social, economie, educational and

health protection and advancement.

c) That notwithstanding differing and wvamiolis political, economic,
social and ideological systems and outldeks, and while recognizing
that in each country, programs amdjactions of varying characters will
be developed, we most urgently Urge and appeal for maximum and imme-
diate united programs and actdens at/ every level, whether local,
regional, provincial, state{#aticonial and international, to remove
the present war danger; te eurtafldl and reverse the arms race and
expenditures; and for thelconvemsion of industries, resources of

all kinds, investment and expenditures, and prodgction to peaceful

purposes and a world at peace for all generations to come.

e) That we strongly support the idea and projection of a special
World Trade Union Confeféenée on Social and Economic Aspects of
Disarmament, and for thegjconvening at the earliest possible date of
an initiative group (International Preparatory Committee) for realisa-

tion of this Conference.

We are convinceddthat the ideas of this Declaration will be favourably
received by the world trade union movement and will thus be a major
contribution fegthe cause of peace and disarmament.



. WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

31st SESSION OF THE WFTU GENFRAL COUNCIL
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'REPORT TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL
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\
\

Presented by: Ibrahim ZAEARIA
Deputy General Secretery
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1.1. This 31st Session of the WFTU General Council coincides with
the 35th anniversary of the foundetion of the World Federation

of Trade Unions. Along with the stalwarts of our intermnational
t+rede union movement, we look back over the lasst three and a

half decades - a period which changed the face of the world,

a period of unprecedented social achievements, and a period

of rapid advances of the world trade uanion movement.

1.2. When the 272 delegates from 56 nations met in Paris at
the First World Trade Union Congress in Ootober 1945, they
represented about 64 million organised workers. The trade
union membership all over the world is now almost 350 million.

1.3. This has been a period of tremendous progress in sclence
and technology, opening up new vistas for mankind. These achieve=
ments have literally reached the skies - we have the cosmonaui
members of our affiliate y the AUCCTU, up in space for months
now, perhaps at this time watching over their TV, {he pro-
ceedings of our meeting. We could even say that the slogan of
our world itrade union movement = international solidarity - is
now heard from space itself, thanks to the Intercosmos programme
of the socialist couniries, Joined in space last week were
Soviet cosmonauts and a Cuban cosmonaut - the first Latin
American in orbit. Before him an Asian ocosmonaut was in orbi{ -
fyom Vietnam. From this rostrum, we send our warmest congratu-
lations to these heroes of our time. The entire progressive
menkind rejoices at these achievements of science - and soli-
darity.

1.4 This period has seen the great victory of the national
libveration movement and the collapse of colonialism. It has
geen the consolidation of a new social system = the scoialist
system - based on the social ownership of the means of
production and implementing a policy of genuine equality,
fraternity, social justice and solidarity. The trade unions



in the non-socialist countries have achieved important gains
througn organisation end struggle. The trade unions of the
world have reached a new stage of maturity, enhancing their
role in social development. International contacts of trade
-unione have developed over a wide field, raising the con-

sciousness and acticn in favour of international solidarity.

1.5. We pay tribute on the occasion of our 35th anniversary,

to the countless men and women = heroes and heroines of our
world trade union movement, who organised, fought struggles,
acted in solidarity and built up owr movement, as the largest
orgenised force in the world today. We send our greetings %o the
millions who are in the field of class battles against the
capitalist monopolies - in defence of jobs and wages, for

trade union and democratic rights - and the right to life itself,
which can be guaranteed only if we safeguard world peace.

What keeps our movement dynamic and ever alert is our heritage

- our heritage of struggie. And it is this struggle that

should bring us together - 211 the trends in the world trade
union movement. Acting in defence of the workers, we are

acting in defence of social progress.

1.6. The concerted international united action of trade unions
is a powerful component of world public opinion at the present
time, which exerts a tremendous influence in the positive

development of the international situation.

l.7. But we are realists., We cannot shut our eyes to the new
challenges which confront our movement. As is well-known,

imperialism and state-monopcly capitalism have improvised
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structures to szfeguard their economic and pcliticalNgomination

1=7

pob

and Tetter corganise and enforce the internationaljcaeiia

division of labour. These structures irclude thz fact—ir v

o
~

ing transnational corperations, which dcminate eery saztor of

econcric activity in the capitalist world. Their glcbal

operations under centralised conirol appsar as world carital-

i

ism's response to the growing strenzth afi@Mnfluencea world

O
t

socialisa and its specific contribution ‘4o human progress -
pudlic cwnersaip of the means of produeticn and planved deveiog-

nent.,

1.8. The most important question ‘of economic'develo;:ent ard
social progress in tk worl& todey is: Skhculd this ©v2 on thka
basis of democrstic plamning énd the planred growth ¢f intar-
state economic cocperation, on 2 basis.of equality and mutual
benefit and a new inisrnational econcmic order; CR, should
tais bz left to the so-called market forces, that is, the
globaL planning of the transnational corrorations, the conti-
nuation of inequality, discrimination and highly unequal and

lopsided developzent?

1.9. This is a matter of life =nd death for the world trzde
unicn movemente. And with ths colosszl sinister impact of the

arms race, the margin between life and death todsy is, indeed,

e ————

very little.i computer error recently threatened our complate
extinction in a nuclear war snd this vus not the first =uch

incident. And we all know %hat tae zrws race ics not gelf-
; Bt ST ARG “RERLEAL

gensraiing bus has en extarazl stizulus. The arms race exizts

since profits, and huge ?rqfits at t¥at, are zezde by the

trensnational corporations «heo rake *hese weapons. The axrms
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race exists since the home governments of the transnational
corporations have a strategy of military pressure on the
gocialist countries and the developing countries which seek
economic independence,

1.10, It is olear that the recent aggravation of international
tension, the rekindling of the cold war, the military build-up
by.the:ﬂstgovernment in the Indian Ocean region (totally dis-
regarding the UN Declaration of Indian Ocean as a zone of Peace)

is not only an attempt to advertise the military glory and de-
structive power of the US military establishment, These are actions
to0 restore the domination of the transnational o0il ocartel and

other transnational corporations, based in the United States.

l.11, This is clearly nct only an ideological confrontation.

The arms race is as much an economic weapon as a military
strategy of the transnationals. The transnationals are strangers
to democracy and social justice. They are the ones who organised
military coups as in Chile in 1973 and most recently in Bolivia.
They are behind the anti=labour and anti-social economic
policies of their home governments - the policies which have
oreated unprecedented unemployment. The OECD forecasts that
unemployment will rise by mid-1981 to 23 million in the
developed capitalist countries.

1.12, The Apartheid regime in South Africa would not remain &

minute longer but for the economic and political support

given by the transnational corporations and their home govern-
ments, Ror could the Israelil aggression and occupation of Arab
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territories Ee sustained without the massive financial and
military support given by the transnational military-industrial
complex, US troops centinue to occupy South Kofea, in con-
travention of UN resolutions, to safeguard the interests of

the transnational corporations.

1.13. We do not, of course, wish to oversimplify the issues
and trace the original sin entirely to the transnational
corporations. But it is a fact that imperialism and neo-

colonialism have modernised their attire. They have had a face
-1ift-but_they are now mostly unseen or remain mysterious as
- the "gnomes" of New York, London, Frankfurt, Paris, Tokyo, Zurich,
etc. The management boards of the transnational corporations
and the transnational banks which control theée corporations
are filled with feseeless men, who avoid the glare of publicity.
But the impact of the activities of these gentelmen embraces
every activity in the capitalist world. Few people know that
the stalemate in international eéonomic negotiations at the
UN is caused by the manipulations of the gnomes of Wall Street
and other nests of fin ar;'cial'capital, that world inflation is
a product of their evil genius, that they operate a parallel
economy and parallel finance mechanisms through the so-called
"Eurodollar"” market and other such funds, outside the control
of any government. This parallel fund of the transnationals
now totalz over a thousand billion dellars. The following
facts presented in a recent UN pamphiet, "Towards a World
Economy that Works"™, are very revealing:
+"Even more impressive than the growth in trade has been .
the growth in the role of giant itransnational corporations
in world trade. In 1971, the ioial value of production
cenirolled internmationally by these corporations was -

$330 billion, compared to a total of $310 billion of
world_axpcrts; '
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+"Also, about 25 per cent of the expor

ts of majér

industrial countries consisted of transactions

within ccmpanies., What this implies is a rediiction

of the pcwer of governmonts to control vital sraze

of economic policy. It has also meant bhat trans-

national corporations have besn atle

Toyrestrict

the growth of ccmpetition by a variety of mcno-

polistic practicezl

1,14, £nd then the UN publication deserited its imoszct on

tha terms of Tracda:
+¥In the 19¢70s there hawe began marked ¢

price relationships W world trade. T

in e serious detericratien of ithe terms of trade of davel

ing couniries, Jocth cil.exporters angd
to them amcunted"to @lmost 15
representing in 1978, a foreign exchen
£30 billion. Thig zeflects the ¢
prices of ths mgmuTactured rroducts
end the deprcgging effect cn commedit

demand for in@ustrial raw materials:h

hznges in

hesse have resuited

g2 loss of cver

continuing inflzzicn in

of develcped countries

¥ prices of ztagrant

1.15. In the eapitalist end developing countries, the canitalict

~controlled mass media never cease their icdec

ettack on, fhe trade union movement. They allege tha<t *he trede

unions gréWresponsible for the inflation,
the economy and for the lack of progress,
high gzge demands. According to them, cnly
patriotic and not the workers. This only

Tre wiorkers suffer from loss of jects, i.es.

for ths crisis in
since the unicnz mske

the capitalists ars

)

otrers. The lcss
per cent tetwesn 1974 and 187

s

e

logical and political

]
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livelihood, and those whe retain their jobs suffer from con-

tinuous wage-cuts dus to inflation.

1.16. The same line of propaganda is used against the
developing countries as a whole, especially the oil-producing

develeopins ccuntries.

1.17. How fer has the trade union movemen® been successful in

countering this ideological and political offensive, launched

on behalf of the transnational corporations? Obviously, we have

not done enough.

1.18. The United Nations and its specialised agencies as well

&s the'non?aligned countries and various inter-governmental
organisations now devote special attention to the activities

of the transnationals. The United Nations has estabigshed a
Commission on Transnaticnal Corporations. Thus the trade union
actions against the tramsnational corporations bring the world
trads union movement intoavast common front of struggle for _
the democratic restructuring of international economic relations
end for democratic devg}opment strategies at a national and

international level.,”

1.19. As the m;éting of developing countries held in Arusha
this year has pointed out, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
is actually used by the iransnational banks and companies to put -
pressure on developing countries - and even some developed
capitalist countries - to abandon policies of independent
economic development and to impose cuts in social services,
reduce living standards end increase ﬁnemployment. And to
inmpose such‘anti-people policies, a2t the dictates of the IMPF,
in the vecent period, governments as in Peru and Sri Lanka had

unleashed severe repression on workers and trade unions.
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1.20 The windfall profits of the US oil cartel as a result of
Carter’s pro-monopoly oil policy constitute the greatest

scandal of modern times. The big squeeze out of US citizens amounts
to0 over 400 billion dollars. The transnational oil cartel mainly
based in the US, has been the greatest beneficiary of the

so-called "energy orisis®. It has made more in terms of
super=profits than what the oil-producing developing countries
received in real terms by fixing a fair price for their natural
resources,

1,21, Much of the refining and trade on the ocapitalist world’s oil
market is still controclled by the transnaticnsl oil cartel. The US
Administration, at the behest of the oil cartel,; is applying
extreme pressure on the oil=preducing and other developing
countries, The US Administration uses food as a weapon %o
blackmail the developing ocountries. They even renege on

contracts to supply fuel to nuelear power plants constructed

by them in the developing countries as, for example, recently

in India. These blackmailing tactics have been strongly de-
nounced by the workers and trade unions in India. Because of

the shortages in power generatioa, most of India‘s irdustries

are working far below capaocity, causing serious reduction

in the workers’ earnings,

1. 22, These pressure tactics are being applied also onm

US allies. After the ruinous effeots of the poliey of
militarisation - and o sUch aggressive wars as in Vietnam -
on US economy, which even led to the devaluation of the
dollar itself, the US military-industrial complex is now
putting pressure on its NATO allies to pursue the same
suicidal path. In the recent period, there have been vig
protest actions in Western Europe in which several thousands
of workers took part, responding to calls by trade unions and
other progressive forces, against{ the proposed installation
of more sophisticated US-made nuclear missiles, These actions
demonstrated the popular anger against the TS attempis %o
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impose 1ts bankrupt and inhuman policies on its NATO partners,

1.23 The brains trus;]of the transnational corporations and i
their 1mper;alist home governments is thé Trilateral Commiszion,
This Commis=ion was oreated in 1973, at the instance of transe
national bankers and businessmen of the USA, Western Europe and
Japan. Hore than half of its 200 members are directors of the
transnational corporations and the rest inolude intellectrals

and politioians from the dominant bourgeois political groupingss

" Bven some trade union leaders mainly of the API-CIO orientation
are included as members, The Trilateral Commission formulates
possible lines of compromise as between the leading capitalist
counsries, in respect of their main internationsl political

and economic activities, including their relations with the
socialist and developing countries. The integration of pro-monopoly
policies among the governments concernsd is sought to be aohieved
by the top=-level meetings of leaders of these governments, as

in Venice this year, -

1.24, As ggainst these highly organised mechanisms of world
capitalist monopolies, how organised are the structures of the
world trade union movement? How do the workers and trade unions
react to the growing monopoly eapitalist offensive on ‘their
living standards? We shall attempt a brief review in the
subsequent section of this report.

Before we conclude the introductcry remarks of this report.
we must state our greatest anxiety at one of the most tragioc events
of the present day = the armed conflict between Iraq and Iran.
The oonflict has already caused sremendous destruction and losses
of human lives, These evenis constitute a tremendous setbaock
to the social development of both Iresa and Iragq. The path of the
working people of both countries towards social progress must
not be obstructed by ountbrezks of armed conflicts_which
benefit only imperialism and the transnational corporations.
The WFTU calls for an end to the fighting and the Pdésolution
of disputes through peaceful negotiations,




1. 25. This report does not intend to discuss a vast number of
issues, since statements and resolutions on these subjects are
being proposed. The draft documents which are being circulated
highlight the main points for discussion at the General Council
on these specific issues. We have therefore avoided duplication
of effort and restricted this report to the examination of a
most important issue: How effectively can we promote united
action and solidarity, based on actual needs and possibilities,
carrying forward the policy guidelines adopted by the 9ih

Congress?

b7 4

2.1, Official OECD forecasts admit that all the symptoms of
the crisis of the 1970s will continue to afflict the economies

———

pf the capitalist countries well into the 1980s. Efforts of the
ruling circles to resolva the crisis at the expense of the

workers have, of course, maintained and even improved the
super -profits of the monopolies. But these measures have,
in fact, worsened the crisis. As we have noted earliery there

is no prospect of eny reduction in unemployment; on the cther

hand, by next year, unemployment in the OECD countries will rise

to 23 million, The worst affected are women, young people and

migrant workers. Policy statements made by the ruling circles

e

.show that they have no intention at all to deal with these social
problens, They are actually planning for a further deterioration

in the economic and social situation of the working people. This

is, indeed, an admission of the bankrupicy of their policies

end en admission, as well, that there is no way out of the

crisis within the framework of the capitalist sjstem.
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2.2 This was seen in the declarations of the Venice Summit
of the big capitalist powers. Policy measures outlined in
Venice callpd for more "austerity", cuts in public expemditure
and a more massive transfer of resources from the pablic
to the private sector, llore public fuads will be made available
for the re-deployment and re-structuring operationd of the big
monopolies and transnationals, But their effort&to bring about
greater integration of the economies of the magin, capitalist
countrics make no progress,;because of inheref contradictions,
and the growing difficulties for the US rullng circles to
raintain a hegemonistic role, The balance ‘ef forces in the
international arena in its evg}ution isglearly in favour
of the forces of peacey national liberation, economic in-

dependence and social progress, This gerains so, despite the
frenzied attempts of imperialist andgreactionary forces to
intensify attacks on the working class and trade union movement,
the sociallist countries and@the national liberation movementis,
2.3, However, the *rzdesuniori@movement must remain vigilant,
especially with regard‘'te the goclal impacti of the stzategies of
econoric integraticn whi®h the imperialist ruling circles and
the transnationals seek %o promote. in the czpitalist world,

éhis strategy is at the centre of the reqeavch, elaboration and
coordination of activity,Vsought to be achieved tircugh such
instituticns as the Trilateral Commission, referred to earlier,
And these strategies’@¢ have a very wide impact.

_;%E, 2.4+ Recent trefds confirm that the accentuation of the <if___

capitalist crisis(a@celerates tendencies of greater monopoly
opeay.

concentration, The crisis of the tseventies in the sapitalist
world - the worsS®fsince the crisis of the 'thirties - has
demonsirated,thie anti-social tendency in its worst aspects,
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This brought bankruntry to a number of small and medium
undertakings, ‘unable to withstand mcnopoly competition.
The e:icessively high interest raties further worsen ghe

situation of small and medium enterprises, On the o%her
band, because of zgreater monopoly domination, the Wransnational

corporations make (larger profits on & smaller velume of
production,

2eDe Another tendency has been the flight o ‘caphtal to
the more technologically intensive industries and the transfer
of investments by fthe transnationals from Some tasic indusiries
in the developed capitalist countries, The transnatiogals
are carrying out a big scheme of re—strugzuring to realize
maximum profits, This has resulted in elosures of several
production units in the develobed capitalist countries,

#) Production has been transfesgmed - t0 low-wzge areas, particularly

to countries where trade ulion rights are suppressed by
dicatatorial regimes,

1

246, Under pressure of “the{fionopolies, the reactionary
ruling circles in some of fthe developed ca alist countries,
isation.

Public sector units are starved of funds, Without any

regard for the contribu¥ion made by the public sector enter=
prises to the develofment of national economy, some of thesze:
units are being fore€d.to close down, while profitable

lines are sold tolprivate monopolies. It has even happened that
private monopolies were given state support to weaken the
positions of the public sector. In the UK, the Tory

Government evenipropose to hand over the pestal sarvices and
teleconmmuni¢ations to private monopolies. Cn the other hand,

-
@
P
-
i
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are carrying out a precgramme of de-netiona
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through biltter struggles, the workers and trade unions
have, in several cases, forced governments in capita¥ist
countries to take over and run factories and undertakings
closed down by private employers,

2+Te Struggles against factory closures and for the

right to work have been accomplished by broadisolidarity
movements and nationwide actions, The tradegmhicns reject

the very framework of the policies of the uking circles
which favour the monopolies. The trade usdens have nut
forward slogans for a democratic alterng8ti¥ve, including

staie take-over of industries shut dowd, by privaie monopoliss
and for full guarantees of the right %0 work.

248+ An important demand highlighted in these struggles
is the demand for & reductiof of,working hours -

(for a 35=hour WOrkihggﬁeak.FIn aylimited way, in some
sectors, the trade uniplS,havé) been able to effect

a breakthrough on thishdemapnd,vafier vitter struggles.

2.9+ ©Some compensation for "the higher living costa caused
by the continuous inflasgion has been obtained by trade
unions in various capi%a¥ist and developing countries,
However, this continu@s to be a running battle in defence
of real wages and noseompensation obtained after hard y
struggles is nevey"adequate to meet the escalating

living costs. Therefore, the itrade unions in some

countries have defianded effective sieps to curb monopclies,
introduce statig ffrade and public distribution systems

to stop the erosion of the purchasing power of wages,
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2,10, The serious impact of tecinological changes on
wiemployment has been of major concern to the trade

union movement ., The prospects are worse, with the

expected development of micro-electronics and minie
computers. According to a recent siudy by the

British Iabour Party, half the population - scme

25 million = could be impoverished in the UK, I
micro=chip technology is let loose, As it happened today
in many capitalist countries, new invesimep¥eware entirsly
In the field aof higher technology and areSeémtirel;

labour saving, Thousands of jobs are thugE MWrationdlised
away". The social cost of technological¥change is thus
getting bigger. Trade unions point oulfyghat these

products of the scientific and{techreddzical revolution
cannot be left as playthlngs for the proxit-nungry
monopoly capitalists. Sociad Control aver technological
change has become essential.YPublic owﬂership and planned
development only can effgeillvedy deal with the negative
consequences of technolegical Change, Trade unions,
therefore, insist that mo change in technoleogical processes
ghould be introduced without ‘advance notice and full
consultation with them, &hie demand is fully recognised

in the socialist couniries,

2.11. In the .0ECD €ountries, the trade union{have
called for greatergpublic investments on job=
oriented projecige . They strongly oppose the cuts

in public spending”ordered by the reactionary
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governments. On the other hand, they have called for cuts in the
arms budget and for its use for real needs of social and eco-
nomic development.

2,12, The WFTU and TUIs have expressed their complete solidarity
with and have intervened wherever possible in support of these
struggles, The WFTU=-TUis Consultative Meeting held on 9-10 Sep=
tember 1980 made a critical review of these solidarity aotions.
These actions, the meeting’notéd, require to be raised to a

much higher and effective level to meet the real needs of

the situation,

2,13 The meeting called for effective cooordination with
regional and national trade union centres and the various TUls,
the coreation of an effective coordination machinery at industry
and trade levels, and the development of appropriate forms of
golidarity actions. This was stressed &s orucially important

" for the coordination of strunggles ajainst the transnational

corporations .

2.14., We cannot remain satisfied with the actions so far taken
in support of the struggle for trade union rights. In view of the
extreme urgency of this issue, the Berlin meeting of the

VWETU Buregw had called for the observance of 1980 as an
International Year of Intensified Action for Trade Union Rights,

——————— S

Apart from general propaganda in favour of the Universal Decla-
ration of Trade Unlon Rights adopted by the 9th Congress, an

effort has been made tc provide concrete assistance to the

workers and unions most seriously affected by anti-union repression.
But these initiatives did not develop in intensity as we had
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envisaged. Trade union centres like the COB in Boliwvia, DISK

Y iy . o
in Turkey, have been disbanded by the military rulers who
usurped power, evidently with the full support of the transnation-

El_gggpgrations_and their imperialist home govermments. And

some reactionary governments advertise their total sup-

pression of trade union rights as an "incentive" for

investment by the transnational corporations. Many trade

union leaders have been murdered in cold blood in some

countries. The situation demands that the entire possibilities of
international solidarity be effectively directed to az further
intensification of the campaign for the defence of trade union

and democratic rights.

2.15. The struggles of working peasants and agricultural

workers in the developing countries have been increasing

in the recent period. While some degree of solidarity on thes

part of industrial workers has developed, it is clear that

without a more intensive campaign and supporting actions by

the working class as a whole, the struggle for an agrarian

reform will largely remain unrealised. The Algiers Committee on the
Agrarien Reform which has brought together all major inter-
national and regional trade union organisations (except

the ICFTU) has taken an important initiative to sccelerste

this sclidarity campaign.

2.16, Atits last two sessions, since the 20th Session of the
WFTU Generel Council, the Bureau of the WFTU discussed and
adopted reports on two important current issues - actions against

unemployment, and solidarity for development. These reports have

put forward integrated platforms for the development of solidarity
actions at different levels. These reports have been widely

distributed. The World Trade Union Conference held in Belgrade
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in April 1680, unanimously adopted a document, recommending
united international trade union action on development issaues.

2,17. However, we have to recognize the reality that the
international .economio negotiations at the level of the UN,
at the recent specisal session of the UN General Assembly,
have failed to make any headway.' The transnationals and their
home governments have prevented any reasonable agreement on
the genuine demands of the developing ccuntries.

2,18, During the Second UN Development DPecade (1971-80),

"the low=income déveloping countries registered a rate of growth
in per capita income only to a miserable 0.6 per ocent, as
against the target of 3.5 per cent. Two thousand million people
‘eontinue to be olassified as "poor™ and 8C0 miliion of them

as "destitute”., In 1978, more ihan 12 millioa children under
the age of f£ive died of hunger. '

2,19, And during this' Second Development Deccade with 1ts most
unimpressive social achieverent, the essets of the 50 largest
transnational banks increased from 603,000 million dollars in
1971 %o 2,310,700 million dollars in 1978, |

2.20 The rise of 1,707,709 million dollars in seven years

is oertainly an impressive record for the transnational banks.
But this mouney did not multiply by itself. It came by

cutting the purchasing power of wages of workers through
inflation, by 4dnereasing the exploitation of the workers, and -

by looting the resources of the developing countries,

2.21. It was stated at the recent British TUC Congress that the
effeot of the Tory government policies. in terms of unemnployment,
higher prices =nd outs in state benefits and services is to reduce



living standards by over £15,000 million a year.. According
to estimates of US economicsts, the loss of real spedda¥le

income of US working class over the past 24 months SWounts
to,about 150,000 million dollars a year,

2422+ According to a recent UN publication, a g@eweloping
country exporting cocoa gqts only 8 per cent@@g¥the retail
price of the product in the FLG. And on a l5%ger group of
commodities, while the exporting developidgficountries got
only 30,000 millicn dollars, the value r€alised in the
retall end amounted to 200,000 millionggllars,

2423s This is, indeed, a colossal pmi®e to pay by the
working people the world over,Wo keep th:e transnational
corporations in business, A@eedossa price the workinz people
pay dearly through low livdAng stahdards, sxtreme poverty and
starvation of millions!

2024, 3But there ls agotRer@Peility in our planst - the
reality of the socialist womld. One third of the world's
industry is in the CIEA countries - under public ownership
and democratic control, ™iis high growth rate was achieved
through planned socialiS® economy in which the workers and
trade unions have thg& constitutional right to participate
in the formulation and implementation of eccnomic plans,
During the 19703, When the capitalist world had its

worst crisis sinG€)1930s, the plannsd socialist economies
maintained a sipgady growth, Half the increase in the world
industrizal ousput during the 1970s was accounted for by
the socialisl Countries,

2425+ The thade unions in the soclaiist countrigs, a:

141]

active spar¥icipants in the planning process, are now confronting
new tagksls The policy of discrimination and boycotts organised
by th® "¥mperialist powers has created difficulties in the
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planned development of trade and economic relations wigh the
developed capitalist countries, which could be mutually
advantageous, President Carter thought that by putting

an embargo on the sale of grain to the Soviet Unidnmywhe

would force the government of the USSR to bow to his dictate.
He can have his daydreams. However, none can deny that X
this practice of discrimination in international trade

has caused and will continue to cause difficgulties in the
future for the planned economies of the sofilalist countries,
These difficulties could be reflected in @me way or another,
to this or that degree on the lives of theyworkers, But

these are difficulties which can be ove#Come, They are

not of such a character that they couldeven remotely

affect the basic foundations of a s@edalist society,

2.26, We have always maintained and we repeat now that
not only are normal tradel{relsthons between all countries
of the world advantagsousf forgeall but their influence has
direct effects on our dally liwes as workers, It is
sufficient to mentionfthat,some two million jobs are

maintained in Western EurOpa’by trade with the socialist
countries and that thisjuas all the potentizl for further
planned development,

2427+ IExperiences show, as the report to the 22nd session

of the WFTU Bureampynoted, that "through inter-stats
agreements established on a bassis of full equality and mutual
benafit, desirablef structural changes in the world economy
and internationék trade can be brought about, contributing

to a balancedy all-round development amd the raising of

the living ,SSandards of workers and pecples in all countries,"
They alsodashow that there iis great scope for the full
utilisatio of the opportunities offered by the possibilities
for a diwision of labour, on the basis of comparative
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advantage and specialisation, involving countries

with different sociel and economic -systems - between
socialist and developed capitalist ccuntries, as well@s
between socialist and developing countries,

2.28, Tor sore weeks now, issues connected with{tle

situation in Foland have been a centre of public attention,

2029, As with many of 1ts affiliated and friemdly organisations,
the WFTU was most concerned with these evepds% The WFTU
Secretariat promptly sent a fact-finding mission in

agresment with the Central Council of Pghish Trade Unions,

A press communique was published afterf{$he visit of the

micssion.

2,30, Sericus measures are mow bain? taksn to remove

the causes of discontent an@Qfy the Workers, by correcting
conomic gAmazege™t and the functioning

1Se We are BMY¥e ih&F we will listen to precise

information on these measSureS¥from our Polish comrades present

here, '

2031 However, the events,in Poland have also shown beyond
any doubt that anti~sogiéalist forces and their propaganda
centres have done andQa® still doing all they can to

take advantage of the situation, to disrupt the unity

‘'of the Polish tracg whions and thus weaken their efforts

to build sccialigmmin Polandas a whole., These destabi ising
activities must ¥e/ openly condemned by the entire inter-
national tradefmpiorn movement, The interest.of the Folish
workers lies Mn retaining their unity and their
detrminatiofgto defend their own interests, which are

in no wayelfi®contradiction with the interests of
soclaligglsociety as a whole, T
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3.,1. Attention is now focused on what can be,The
democratic alternative to the development models
imposed by the transnational corporations, Tt is up to
the - workers of all countries to put nofwenly their
heads together but roll up their sleevgssand put
forward this democratic a2lternative.

3,2. What kind of a democratic alte¥astive do we need?

- We need a democraticdialtermative to unemployment,

we need the guarantee of the right to work;

- We need a democraticyalternative to the policy
of "austerity® amd wage freeze, high taxation,

inflation, athaCkanon trade union rights and the

hardwon gainsWof fwmorkers' struggles;

- We need a demoerdtic zlternative to the policy of
the arms racé,afid the spending of a million dollar
every ninute) on armaments;

- We need @£ Wdemocratic alternative to thgﬂg}gggg;_gf
the regburces of the developing ccuntries by the

transnational corporations, an alternative to end
the migery znd hunger of millions of working people;
- YWe Weed a democratic alternative to the growth of
fasciasm and dictatorship and the suppression of
- —— i
elementary human rights and trade union rights.
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3.3.Cex we present this alternative and work Tor ita%esaii satlon?

The enswer is definitely - YES - prevViésd that we D% our Zorces

3.4, Whc geils harmed by our waity cf action? Cnly VZ2 nononolies.

ir

M

b - .4 - St E % )
the regimes ths monorolies keep in power %@ Nfoster th
2

intarests, and those whd want to faiton 1@ ®:zzlves cut of the

poverty and desvitution of taeir fellow=bgings.

3.5 Who stands to b it by this wnd#¥? 811 thz worlers znz
41a

all tha worxing people. A1l cur fellW runan teings vwho wany

©o satisfy their basic materiel and spiritual needs.

3.6. Practically, all trade unien organisaticns witzout cxcarticn
have spoken out in favour of the democratic alternztives we
listed above. But what is laeking so far is the desired leval

of unity of action &% begause some inftenticnally hirdsr the

develorment of the unity cf action on these crucizl issues.

w

3.7. ¥Waen we say thisy regretably encugh, we have in xzind th
12¢ e ICFIU, held cduring the pericid uvader revisw,

That Cengress, vienfealize, was an importent gathering cf trzde

union organisapiens. It exprassed itself on ssveral ingortant
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of the IEETU, would nave oeen greatly ralieved i thoss gontire-c:
eXrres@@l at the Congress ware T
towaAggy joint acticn by the cutire international trade wsien °

movellent. After all, not only tha 70 -1illicn merbers of the

ICFIU are affected by those issues end problens.
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3.8, When we say this again, we have in mind the 3rd Congress

of the ETUC held in May 1979 which had, at its focal point, the
struggle for the guarantee of the right to work - a demand

which became most pressing in the background of the steep rise

in unemployment all over Western Europe. But, how cam the ETUC and
the West Buropean trade unions fight effectively om this burning
issue when the ETUC closes its docors to some major trade uniom
organisations in Western Europe ? Can the workers of Western
Burope remain satisfied with just‘a walk-out staged by the leaders
of the ETUC when even their modest demands for a reduction of
working hours and for active employment policies were turned

down by the EEC ministers and employers?

3.9, Happily enough, not everything is negative in this aspect
of unity and united action by trade mnion organisations of
different tendencies and affiliations. The members of the
General Council can find many examples in the theses of this
report sent in advance and the Report of Aotivities of the
WFTU since the last session of the General Council, which is
before you.

3,10, Nevertheless, we can speak aboul what we consider %o be

a very positive example of how the trade union movement can come
to agree on a common platform of esction. We have in mind here the
World Trade Union Conference on Development held in Belgrade

in April this year. At this Conference, organisations of all
affiliations and from all parts of %the world came %o participate.
th_gg;jigigijéon wes at a high level. They sat together and .
came out with a decument which constitutes the platform of
action by trade union organisations on development, Nobody
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was obliged to accept something that did not correspond . to
his line or outlook. In short, nobody lost his identity. And still

we all found 2 common platform.

3.11. This experience in Belgrade showed clearly that we can come
together if we wish., And it is our conviction that is the wish

of the workers the world over that we come together.
3.12. We have another very recent example:

Many trade union leaders found themselves last week in Sofia
to participate in the People's Parliement for Peace. They tock
this opportunity to discuss - at g round tablé - the aspecis of
disarmament which directly affect: the workers. It was clear
to everybody that diszvrmament, far from creating more unemploy-
ment, as some advocafe, will ﬂot only eﬁse the present unemploy-
ment but will create millions of new jobs. If the huge sums of
money spent on arms today ere diverited to the production of goods
for people's needs - or, in other words, are invested in peace,
then the misery and sgqualor existing on our planet, involving

millions in the developing countries can be ended for ever,

3.13. The participents in the Round Table sgreed that it is high
time now for the entire world trade union movement to come tggether
and to press for disarmament - and to divert the sums spent on

arms to meet the eccnomic and social demands of the workers.

3.14, 4Again, nobody in Sofia was asiked to change his ideas on
the whole issue of war and peace. Nobody had to renounce his
affiliation to this or that organieation, in the course of work-

ing together for the realisation .of this noble‘task.



3.15. Here we can see that the rcad is wide open for the joint
action by trade union organisations. But to make this opening
still wider, we have to struggle resolutely against two aspects,
Firstly, there are the re of the cold war in the inter-

national trade union movement. Secondly, and this concerns us,
some of our own old habits are out of tune with the conditions

in the presemt-day international trade

3.16: As far as the first aspect is concerned, as you can see ,
not everything depends on us. Howevery it is clear that by tackling
the second aspect, we can in?luence, may be indirectly, the first

aspect as well,

3.17. The 9th World Trade Union Congress, in the presence of
numerous non-affiliated orgamnisations, called for the renewal of
the world trade union‘movement. And, to achieve this, it called
for the renewal of the WFTU itself. The Congress asked us: Make
the WFTU - with its proclaimed character as a class, mass and
democratic organisation - a place where all cen find asccommodat-
ion. The Congress asked us to adapt our style of work and our
approach to the realities of the trade union movement of today.
Now we are approaching the 10th World Trade Union Congress and,
wa believe, it is high time to stop and ask ocurselves: How far
have we gone to realise what the 9th Congress asked us to do

concerning the WFTU?

3.18. Here we want to speak in a very frank manner. We appeal to
you ally; including our guests at this session, to devote some

of your time %0 a frank exchange of views on this matter.
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3.19., We have achieved some prbgress since the 9th Congress.
This was recognised at the last session of our General Council
and the 22nd session of the Bureau. This progress.must be taken

forward much further.

3.20. Some of our affiliates and some friends.as well criti:zise
us that the WFIU is more a political rather than a trads union
organisation, judging by ité actions. Well, though it is sometimes
difficult %o divorce political work from trade union work, this

criticism has in certain respects somé grounds. Maybe, sometimes,

the language we use. creates an impression that we are more of a

political organisation. But we could humbly state that all our

previous actions were guided by our deep desire to sarve the
interests of the workers and we have always tried, despite short-
comings and weaknesses, to pay adequate attention to the eccnomic

end social problems of day-toe-day concernm to the workers.

3.21. It is true that we have advanced much in our work

in support of the struggles against unemployment, agsinst the
consequences of the ewisis in the capitalist countries, against the
transnational corporations, for the respect of trade union rights,
on. sucdh natters as the problem; of wofking women and young workers,

etc. However, owr response to the trade unions in the developning

countries, for.&pecific help in theiw mctivities, is not yet

géequate.

3.22. This has been of constant concern {o  us: How to improve
our methaods of work, how to adapt ourselves more and more to the
L

reality wof todsy. We want to proceed-as far as to make substantial

amendments to the Constitution of our orgenisation. You will be
= =

acquainted with these amcndments during this session. Wide-ranging
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consultations are under way, both within our ranks and
with our friendly organisations,

3¢23. Those of you who will discuss and adopt the Budget
of our organisation for the year 1981, will noticg that,
this time, we are allocating substantial sums fox ‘our
activities in the economic and social field,

3.24., We have already referred to the very @enstructive
meeting between the Secretariat of the WFTU"and the
Secroctariats aof the TUIs and how that meg¥ing unanimously
stressed the need to concentrate our acfiivities more and
more on econcmic and social questionsg

—

3.35, For this process to continugmand to have resulis,
the active cooperation of ald wf usis essential,

3.26, This being said, i, is clear that the WFTU, because

of its class character,has tongmeet the ldeological

offensive of the ennemies ofthe trade union movement and also
take politicgl actioms. We c8finot, as an international

trade union organisationgielose our eyes to the aggressive
plans and actions of imperialism, ¥We cannot remain un-
concerned about the aggravation of international tension,

the slide-back on thg molicy of détente, the turning of Western
Europe into a dense’fTorest of nuclear missiles or the

building of milita¥y/bases on foreign lands, The Helsinki
Agreements on Eufigpean Security and Cooperation are the
moducts of a suftzined struggle of the workers and pecople

of Europe andghow can we be unconcerned about the forth-
coming Madrid “Oonference? Ve cannot remain aloof when
democratiegrights are trampled under foot and martial

law impos8dpby military dictatorships as in Bolivia and

“Turkey . Me ‘must remain in active solidarity with the
A J

——

Palesténlen people who are deprived of their most elementary
right %0 have a land to live and a state to direct their
affairs,
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3.27. We are an international trade union organisation with

35 years of experience tehind it end alsoc benefiting from

the vast wealth of experience of our affiliates and friends.
We know that the interests of the workers can best be defended
in conditions of detente, relaxation in international tension
and normalisation of relations between states of different
social systems. We know.that those interests could best be
served when trade union rights and democratic literties are

respected.

3.28. The discussion at this session cf the General Council is
intended to help the realisation of the deep desire of the

9th VWorld Trade Union Congress te.make cut of the WFTU, an
orgenisetion in which all those who strive for progress can

find 8 place. Not only to eay that we are the largest world

trade union organisation’ - shick, in faét, we are - we want

to be able to defend the common cause of the workers more
effectively and more energetically. Can we conduct such fruit-

ful discussions? This is what we sincerely hope. We are sure that
all the participants, end especially our guests from non-

affiliated organisadions, will live up %o our expectations.

Brothers and Sisters,

3.29. We are apprecaching the 10th World Trade Union Congress,
where we will give an account of what the WPTU has achieved,
following the discussions and decisions of the 9th Congress,

and what new tasks lie ahead of us énd for the entire inter-
national drade union movement. . s

3.30, We realise that it would be too difficult for this session
of the WFIU General Council to decide on all matters connected
with the preparations for the Congress. In any case, it would

be too early to do all that, since we want the Congress
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to be more oonneeted with the reality of its time. That is

why we propose that the present session of the Generzl Council
appoint a Commission of its members to start these preparations.
We propose further that the General Council give a mandate to
the Bureau to examine and decide on the work of the Commission
and {o take any measures necessary for the holding of a
guccessful 10th World Trade Union Congress,
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This policy brings with it a threat to the sacred right of every
man, the right %o life., It is opposed to the aspiratiens of the
people devoted to peace and cooperation.

This policy serves the interests of imperialiSss and
aggressive circles znd, above all, the military imducstrial cocplex
and the monopolies related to it.

These very circles realige fabulous profits Which grow in
direct proportion to increasing international@®hsion and the
exacervation of the arms race. They spread thewfear of a "threat
from the East", a pure invention intended g help 1aunuh an

offensive against the workers' rights andgvital lntbreutu, against
democratic and trade-union freedoms. ThgWlanti-detents" courss
‘cs only an attempt to prevent a deepenfsfg of the gensral crisis of
capitalism, to stop and reverse anti<4@@perialist processes going
on in the world,

This policy is, of cousmd doewmed to failure., It is impossibls
to stop the march of historff'as itWis impossible to reverse its
course. The objactive profifssesyWiich are the basis of déitente have

not changed in the leasif
ean countries function in
sues their stands differ,
the safeguarding of peace and

d, ig line with the identical interests of

golis represent and defend, All the

détente is

those whonm 1 ni

European workers, allthe peoples of the world need peace,
a

o} dé
and disarmamant, Itgis duty of the trade unions tec actively aci

tohether in ordsr fo#chiesve these noble objectives,
The WFTU Gegneszal Council addresses all the worke rs and trade
tnilons in Europe%

T

1) Let yfpprevent the implementetion of the NATO plan to
e Euro

v

C

(4

- (TR W . 1t
gy missilegs in W

l_.] ¥
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THagsorkers' interests demand thst the mi
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Jae izl and economic demands of the trade unions intended *o:



- reduce taxes
price increases;

-~ raise psnsions, unemployment bene
bernefits and allocations;
- raise wages of working women;

fits and other social

= ensure access to tralning for young WOrKers;

= improve educational and public he

alth srvices

= carry out, in the interest  of tha vorxers, other

goclal reforms,

2) Let us act together to oppose tHe vorsening of internatio

tensicn and an escalation of the arms racen

together ways which can save  pedce and consolidate détente
&

in Europe and the whole world,

t0 seek

Let us, in the intsras$ of “uropean workers and peoples

and of the labouringwmesse¥ of the whole world, exert activs

efforts in the trale unlons:

= in favour of proposals opaning. the 1*oad
about the ujStemu of medium~range mis
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Helsinki;

for
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WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

31st SESSION OF THE WARTU GENERAL COUNCIL
(Moscow, October 1-5, 1980)

S0 AT-FE NENT

JOINT INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION ACTION ON PROBLE&S:OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND FPOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL BE@ITOLIC ORDER

—

1. All countries have the right tofifree economic
development without external intaference.The Use of the harvest
of such development by the citizens of thégg countries is one
of the basic human rights. s :

2, In its unceasing driye forgpeofit, monopoly capitel
completely ignores the vital egeifiomic Thterests of whole states,
the interests of the working people,Wand deprives millions of men,
women and children of this basic right. It even deprives them
of the right to live, Accordfins’ to AW experts, 12 million children
died of hunger in 1978 ~ the Thternational Year oi the Child,

Two billion people are clas€ified @s poor, and 800 million as
destitute. Experts estimdte, Thafy Unless immediate action is
taken, 200 million peoplfwillmdic of hunger before we enter the
21st century, 5 4 : :

3. The working people and the trade unions totallw reject
the view that this disastnoug state of affeirs is inevitable.
Poverty and hunger result fom imperialist domination and

- exploitation by the transmétional corporastions., These can and

mist be ended, The work8@rs® and peoples' heroic struggle has
stamped out colonialisf and has assured countries of national
independence in politig®l terms. But these countries are Ceprived
of the right to ecoiewi€® independence -~ development of their
national resources for) the benefit of their ovwn peoples, free from
economic coercion pjptrensnational corporations and private barnks,
These countries arégiow faced with attempts to impose a collective
‘neo-colonialism gn them through their involvement in capitalist

. régional associdldéns and alliances for the purpose of making them

Cependent on the cepitalist economy. This is exemplified by the
Lome~I and Lome—¥I Conventions, which were imposed on the developing
countries bysthe western capitalist states for the purpose of
.continuing A6¥Fr uninterrupted supplies of cheap raw meterials,
while failims®to deel with the problem of labour protection and
“conditions®el” employment for the working people in tlie newly
“liberated“eountries, '

---JA. The 31st Session of the General Councii of the WFTU

declares 1ts unchanging and complete solidarity with the workers!’
end peoples' struggle for the economic independence of all countries:

el
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9. The General Council of the WETU approves th@%}nal

document unanimously acopted at the World Trade UniongCofference
on Development, Meld in Belgrade in April 1980, as a
possible joint actions by trade unions at various lg@

10. The Report and the Resolution of the ¥ cau
(Cotonou, May 1980) on the problems of struggle for development
and for a new international economic order reflgeis
tagks of the world trade union movement on thege
The General Council of the WFTU urges the work®
trade unions of all countries to Jjointly holg®
trade union conierences on development issug o explain to tho
world public the true nature of the problemyd® development and
to promote concrete forms of unity and soé&bﬁiity in the trade
unions of developing, capitalist and soci: t

- people aand
ional and regional

t countries.

groups of the inbter-
ut and controlling
y of conduet for trans-
wntries, notably through
U Commission on Trans-
wmilar specialised institution=a
Lederations, should become one

B0yl among these contirmnts.

Active participation by the v
national trade union movement in work
the application in practice of
national corporations in develo?
the involvement in this work oT =%
national Corporations and ti

iz

socielist countries, which have
pverty, and which have travelled

to progress throush planning,

with the participatiox Working people and trade unions and
onn the basis of social owndYsRip of the means of production, prives
that the struggle for social development is the best strateg:

"’\

for economic growth.

11. The experie;:
put an end to unemploymam
the great road from bagkw

12, Internatioggalysolidarity in this strugsle -~ such ia
the working people's nmeSponse to the crisis of the capitalist
system an¢ all its cgmgequences — recession, unemployment, poveriy
and hunger. The worl s enough means to finance development.

The important thingl1® that these means should serve the purposea
of actual economi Welopment for gll the countries of the

world, instead ofl( symphoning off of profits and superprofits
through negleciggiohe interests of the newly liberated countriocs.

It is &i 'rtant that these means should help to raise th-
working peopl living standards, instead of providing resources
Mg the arms race. Only then will we be able to win
gad nst hunger and poverty. We can and we must win

ty and solidarity,

the battle
through by



of the developing countries in particular. The General,gﬁﬁpcil
supports the developing countries! collective actions ageinst
transnational corporations, and for the establishment fof¥absolute
control over national resources and their developmenty The major
victory scored in the struggle against the transnatgygﬁl oil

" A

cartel needs to be consolidated. PR,

5. The General Council of the WFTU supports the call
issued by a number of developing countries for fhey establishment
of a democratic and just international monetary system and for
the elimination of institutions like the Interagtional Monetary
Fund (IMF), The IMF is being manipulated by ihe, transnational
corporations and the governments of the coudl¥des in which they
are based, in order to impose an anti-laboux, Yanti-people's
economic policy on the developing cou-trigh @s a condition for
the rendering of aid. : S

6. HMonopoly domination by the transnational corporations
and their financial production and trade’ in the capitalist world
increases the burden of inflation, Th@working people's wages
depreciate, while the price of Moods Gentinues to escalate (with
the situation being especialljfﬁfffﬁgﬁlt in countries which are
completely dependent on the éXpért of raw materials) duc to
a deliberate inflationary poliey, “@and this mechanism is being
utilised for a radical re—dis¥ribution of income in favour of
trensnational corporationg@nd banks,

7. For the purpese of cffcctively countering the growing
inflation, the transnational ‘eerporations and banks must be
replaced by democratic” strudtures formed as a result of inter-—
national cooperation and takidg fully into account national

sovereignty and the economic independence of states. The establish-

ment of a new internationalyfeconomic order, as proposed by the
United Nations, is the #%st cssential step in this direction.

8. The Generalm@puncil of the WPTU is convinced that the
unity of the working eople and the trade unions in allisnce with
all the progressive forces can ensure serious successes in the
struggle against tnénsnational corporations, and for economic
independence. Thigegl® the most beneficial way out of the current

i

deepening crisis. @ity and joint action in the struggle, ensure

a democratic development strategyv that alone can put an end to the

massive increas€/{in unemployment and under--employment, increase
wages end improve living conditions, enc¢ poverty and deprivation,
and. propel thé“sworld ecconomy along the road of crisis-—free
development., W ;
This unity pBe# be expressed in the fraternal support and
solidarity ofy the working people and trade unions of developing,
capitalisi@nd socialist countries, because a new inter-ational
economigderder serves the supreme interests of the workers of all
countricg,y

. 3 Gna/cl'

()
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JOINT INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNIOHN ACTION ON PROBLEME "OF ECONOMIC

DEVELOPLENT AND FOR A NEW INTERNWATIONAL ECONCMIC ORDER

1. All countries havé the right to fre@.economic development
without external interference. The use of4ghe harvest of sneh
deveslopment by the citizens of these couhi¥®lies is one of ‘the
basic human rights,

2, In its relentlsess drive for profit, monopoly capital
completely ignores the vital gconomieyinterests of entire states
and the interests o the workdng psepls, and deprives millions of
men, women and childran of %his basic right, It even deprives
them of the right to lived“Accapling fto UN experts, 12 million
children died of hunger Q#)1945%~ the Intfernational Year of the
Child. Twe thousand million Péeple are classified as poor, and
800 million as destiifdte. L¥perts estirmate that, urless immediate
action is taken, 200 mill4oh people will die of hunger before we.
entexr the 21st century,.

3. The working peop¥e and the trade unions totzlly reject
the view that this diSastrous state of aff*iré is inevitable,
Poverty and hunger @ésult from imperialist domination and
exploitation by tW8Wtransnational corporations. Thezme can and must
be ended, The woFkers' and peoples' heroic struggle has stamped
out colonialisp ard has assured countries of national inderendence
in political f€¥ms, But these countries are deprived of the right
to economic “fndependence - development of their national
resources for' the bensfit of their own peoples, free from
econonic coercion by transnational corporations and nrivate
banks. THese countries are now faced With attem¥ts to impose
ialisgm on thém uarough their involvement

a collestive neo-colon
in capitalist rezional associations

J

alliances for the
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gtates for the purpose of continuing their uninterrupted:
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the *”obleu of labour protection and conditions of employment
e newly liberated countries,

4, The 31st Session of the General Ccuncil of .the WFTU
declares its unchanging and complete solidarity widda the
struggle of the workers and reoples for the economic independence
of vall countries and of the developing countries in particular,
The General Council supports the developing countries' colkctive
actions against the transnational corporaticngy-and for the
establishment of absolute control over natdonzl resources and
thelr development. The major victory scored 'in the struggle
against the transnational oil cartel neéds to be consolidated,

2« The General Council of the W¥TUSupports the call issusd
by a number of devel pin" ountries for the establishment of
& democratic and just international¥imonetary system and for

(018

C

the elimination of institutions 11ike"the International Monetary
Fund (IlF). The INF is beimg'manmipulated by the transnational
corporations and the governmentswf the countries in which they
are based, in ordar to,irpose an anti-labour, anti-people's
economic policy on the'develering countries as a condition for
the rendering of aid{ '

6+ Monopoly domination by the transnational corcorations
id trade in the

one The value
he price of

and their financiasl insitutions on vproduction
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capitalist world increases the burden of inflat
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goods continues to escalate (with the situation being especially
difficult in countries which are completely dependent on the
export of raw materials) due to a deliberate inflationary policy,
end this mechagism i1s being utilised for a radical re-distiribution

of income in £avour of transnational corrorations and banksg,

Te To"effectively counter growing inflation, the trans-—
national eorporations and benks must be replaced by democratic
structurgs®formed as a result of international cooperation and
takings T@lly into ount national sovereignty and the eccnomic

+ The establishment of a new international

m

acc
indepgndence of state
economic order, as proposed by the United Nations, is the Tirst 5.

essential step in this direction.
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8. The General Council of ‘the WFTU is convinced that the
unity of the working people and the trade unions in elliance
with all the progressive forces can ensure importantgsuecerses
in the struggle against transnational corporations,fand for
economic independence. This is the most effective way out of
the current deepening crisis, Unity and joint actien in the
fight to ensure a democratic development strategy can alone
put an end to the massive increase in unemployment and undew-
employment, can increase vages and improve l@wing conditions,
end poverty and dep“lVatlox and propel the‘world econonmy aleng
the road of crisis-free development. This‘unity must be exXpressed
in the fraternal support and solidarity oI %he working people
and trade unions of developing,capitalist and socialist countries,
because a new international economic order serves the supreme
interests of the workers of all countries.

9« The General Council efiitheWPTU ap Uroveu the final
document unznimously adopted & the Vorld Trade Union Conference
on Develorment, held in Bglgrade/ Pn April 1980, as a basisg for
possible joint actions b§Mradc™wnions at various levels,

10. The Report anfythe  defolution of the VFTU Bureau
(Cotonou, lay 1980) dnWthegp¥oblems of the struggle for
development and for a new international economic order reflect
the priority tasks of the #rorld trade union movement on thesge vital
issues, The General Coi@il of the WIFTU urges the working people
.and trade unions of adl countries to jointly hold national and
reglonal trade uniofiseonferences on developrment issues, to
explain to the woxld public the true nature of the problem of
development and #o, promote concrete forms of unity and solidarity
in the trade unioffs of developing, capltqllf* and socialist
countries,

Active,participation by the various groups of the inter-
national irede union movement in drawing up and controlling
the appliwaV¥ion in practice of the codes of conguct for trans—
national, corporations in developing cdﬁntries, notably through
the invelvement in this work of the WIPTU Commission on Trang-—
national Corporations and the other similar spccialised - .-
institutionq of other international tﬂdde union federations,
should become one of the cemunstf“tlonq of coopﬂrutlon among
these contingsnts,



e

11 The experience of the socialist countries, which have
put an end to unemployment and poverty, and which have travelled
the great road from backwardness to progress throughyplanning,
with the participation of the working people and tngéde unions
and on the basis of social ownership of the means 0% production,
proves that the struggle for social development A8 the best
strategy for eccnomic growth,

12, International solidarity in this struggle - such is
the working people's response to the crisis ‘ofvthe capitalist
system and all its consequences - recessiom, ‘unemployment,
poverty and hunger, The world has enoughameans to finance
development, The important thing is thaghthese means:should
serve the purpose of actual economic de¥elopment for all the
countries of the world, instead of tW@msyphoning off of pro
and superprofits through neglect offfdie interests of the nev
liberated countries, :

ts

kh
‘_.r B

It is important that gtheseqmeans should help to raise the
working people's living gtandards, instead of providing resources
for subsidising the arms"zace@. Only then will we be able to win
the battle against hunger and Poverty. We can and- we must win
through by unity andéselider®ty.

e cow, 5th Octobergl1980
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Speech of Henri KRASGGKI
National Secretary&df the CGT
of France

llany sensible things have begen sald herogwiih which we
agrea - in Brother Zakaria's Report and in th&™eontributions

made by spuakers from several trade union c@mbwes of th
Socialist, capitalist and from the so-call@ TThird—world"
countries,

In our opinion, this
importantsy it has and will he

T - 3 i g o N s | - 33 oo
WwPTU as a whole, and tnerefore will @Pfo the gdvantage of .

each of our affiliated centres, of @We workers all over the

gszion of the Generzl Council is
ve & favégWmable impact on the

world; it will help the internatifBel trade union movement
advance on a militant béeds,

This importance isgpaSNcomsequence of the situation that
vie are facing and of questiead@rising
to be able -~ hopefully = to teckle,

(H

and which we are going
bl
It is well kngwn thal™he CGT has expressed on various
occasions criticisms and proposais as to the role and the
specific activity of the WFTU, We do not think it necessary
to repeat what has 2lrd8dy been said.

Today, through & common effort, the conditions exist to
go forviard togsther, drawing from the expsriences zand oux
collective assegaméht of the realities of the class struggle
at the internafl®fal level ideas ciad the determination to
steps To Tace Up’ to the situation with our.forces in the
interests o e workers,

lluch™hes been said here about the situation in the world
today and THe resulting consequences for the workers and there
are gollsWyto be even more opportunities tc discuszs them together,

WY are living in the eighties a

‘ d thq situation today is
entiely T

n
‘ent from that of the fiftises, the sixties and

diffex
even $he seventies,
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Indeed, the world is still a complex one, a WOrld of
difficult struggles with many new problems, but the various forces
involved iu the fight are no longer in the same posgitilons with
the same means at thelr disposal,

The forces of capital, reaction and imperi@lism are still
strong and can still do a lot of harm, but theyiycan no longer
purely and simply impose their will, The forces of progress of
which we are a key component, are today the @frongest. They ars,
in any case, strong enough to fight for the\Interests of the
workers and people with success, maintaifn)peace, make it possible
for oppressed peoples to tecome free from the yoke of imperiallism
and capitalist exploitation through thedwr own struggle, They
are strong enough, as long as they wage the fight which .
corresponds to this ‘situatlions

, Often, we think of the following aspect of the situation:
Capitalism is going through,a crif€ls which is unprecedented
in breadth, length and n&ture.Inflation has been spiralling
for years and there argsmillions upon millions of unemployed.

Previously, imperialiem sought to get out of 4ts c¢rises
through world war f@r a new Share-out of the world, It
destroyed countless humanglives, factories, towns, things created
by the working people, And after this bloocdy purge its cycle
began all over againg '

Now, imperialisn can no longer do what it wants and, even
though it remainsfdangerous and, as we correctly say, we need
to maintain a steadfast and consistent attitude in the fight
for peace and FHor arms reductions,

Imperialism can no longer do what it wants because of the
" weight that ¥le socialist countries have acquired through their
achievements and thelr strength, because of their commitment

to détente, because of the arrival of the third-world -former
coloniad = countries on the international scene and because of
the infhuwence of the working class in the advanced capitalist
coundmies, - S '
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But this phenomenon creates unh heard-of conditions for all
the aspects of the class struggle, for the development of all
kxinds of international relations and for the solutienWof the
key problems of society in every country and of mankind as
a whole,

Of course, we must not underestimate an enemy which is
still powerful and capable of doing anything,., We should neither
cherish illusions nor be absent or weak in afiywzaspect or tue
battle, The contrary is, in fact, the case,

What is important at the present tife is, in our view,
that the workers be fully aware of theimstrength and that we,
thelir organisations of struggle, are able to assess the meaning
of evenis and be up to tackling the &dnsequences,

Is there anything new? The wordd is full of problems that
are new or that are appsarifg in hew forms, and above all,
problems of workers' trads.union actions and the activitiss of
trade unions,

I should like to(zdwve a trplcal example of what is
happening in the capit@iist¢Suntries and briefly speak about
some aspects of the girugdle in ocur country,

I cannot describe he¥e the exact conditions of these
struggles, But let us geflect on the fact that there are nearly
2 million unemployed @md an annual inflation:ate between 10
and 14%, In the pasfy In periods of major crises, ths workers
tended to bristle @ip. Today, in contrast, we have strong,
big struggles, hamgd, long, but militant struggles., Ve suffer
blows but wanage_%o maintain purchasing power, make advance
and stem the semious efforts to take sway elementary rights .
won through Bids¥d siruggle over decades such as advantageous
colle ctive ,agreements and the right to good health care,

Ve manage to prevent the closing down of factories, to
save JobhSWend resist plans for the dismantling%of the country's
indugtries - result of the crisis and the requirements of the
Commomydlarket - in favour of Vest Ggrman capital. :

The continuing measuring of strength detérmines our
methods of struggle, our D;opa5anda means - which even include
broadcasts - and the dimensions of our initiatives: all these
woulld have been nahlnrable and 1 ipossible 'in the past,.
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The adversary hits hard, he tries to intimidate = and
when he sunrceeds in discouraging, he moves on, When he comas
up against sufficiently strong resistance, he is foneed to come
to terms, to retreat,

Such is, today, the line-up of forces in t¥ade union
actlon. As a result, workers are &ble to win respect and
successfully defend thamselves, on condition that they carry
on fierce battles and have the necessary resources,

In a8 crisis, as the present one, this tells us something
about the spirit of the workirg people,

We are under continuous ideologi€al pressure, whose
intensity 1ls given by all the modern@@rrunication and information
media at the disposal of the Governfemt and the bosses.

The conditions of the dgtruggls” for unity are most
difficult, The bosses and fthe Govgrnment want to get a better
grip on the workers. They Besoxt to reformism and trends of
political and trade unidn“elz®g collsboration. In fact,
habitually complacent ofganisa¥icns are not enough for them.
This is why they are 4r¥ing $o get the support of the CFDT, the
second largest cent#@yingol¥ country after the CGT, Farseveral
years this centre carridd 6ut with us a unitary and militant trade
union pplicy, althoughyi® never was -simpls, It so happens that
for two years now thifperganisation has been moving towards
an acceptance of augterity and, in actual fact, tends to give
up the struggle, ‘

We are thus ebliged to frankly put the problems to the
workers, witho@#Magsgressivity but firmly, to enable them to
take the cause of unity and of their cldims and demands into
thelr own han@g and to define themselves, together with the
CGT, their'objectives and decides what actions should be taken,
This meang fthat we must all the time clearly explain the need
for unifgy %f action, first of all'in the enterprises, and zut
forwapd“elear proposals and eXprass our readiness to proceed

a-l-
in upkdy at all levels: ithese are the rules of ocur activity,
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These are the conditions in which the struggle goes on
in our country; on the trade union level it is lead only by CGT,
but because it is so dynamic, the other organisatiopnshare '
quite often forced to take into account, at least gtova certain
degree, the will of the workers,

Such are then the conditions of our struggle today for
changes in soclilety, which are now more topical than ever before,
We have learned from the breakup of the alli@nee of the leit
in 1977, which could havg been-viciorious,

The lesson we have learned is not that we should give'
up unity, but that we should conceive itgdifferently. As
trade unions we put more emphasis on theyautonomous nature
of our programme and our action for Bfihging the workers together,
e are independent, but not neutralfyithe criteria for our
relations and alliance with {the various trade unions or political
grouping are our class trade unigawobjectives and tle acts of
our partners,

Above all, we havyegleampe@ from the history of our

struggle for unity; a4d %his at a time when everything calls

for transformations pf¥cagitalist society; at a time when nothing
can be done without the glearsightedness or the mass of the
workers, without their direct participation in all decisions and
their continual intervening - we ne€d all this not only to
establish unity, but %0 maintain it and to prevent is disrupting
by political machim@Gions and the return to class collaboration
by one or another@®d our partners. In eur o6pinion, since it is
impossible to ensure a nation's well-being without its co-
operation, it &bould be provided with all ths information and
knowledge neggssary for its intervention. We stake on truth and
frankness 1@ ‘eflable as many working people as posgible to fael
responsible Tor their fate and for the outcome of their struggles.
As we sed il, this is- true not only of our struggle for claims
and deménds and for a change in scciety, out glso of our

concagpl ol the soclalist society .we want for Irance, is
democratic life, the management of enterprises and economy, ‘the
role which will then fall to the irade unions and the workers,

X X X

€
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- I cannet go into other important aspects of the way in
which the crisis creates new conditions for the struggle in the
capitalist countries. It may be useful to point outythet while
the crisis breeds various nezsative phenomena, even @mong the
working mople, it also brings with it many questions which
help raise our perceptivenesse

At a time when the extent of human knowledge could help
create an easier, pleasant and interesting 14fe, what sort of «
soclety is it that destroys factories and dees not know what to do
with-its youth which is unemployed beforemeven h aving had a . . .
chance to work? What sort of society isaity in which injustids
prevails, whers there 1s a revolting iftequality between ihe
want and even poverty of most peoprle{afid the unbelievable

riches of the exploiters?
i [

What sort of soclety is it 4kat destroys the fruit ef
man's labour and huge cuantities of food, while millions of
human beings not only go hurrry but die of hungsr?

These conditions/in théwoérld today create considerable

opportunities for the‘wmorkers™and unions in the capitalist
countries to fight unemployient by demanding greater inter-

[l

national co-operation, egecilally with the Hocldllst countries

Carter speaks of a,boycott, yet the capitalists need
markets: and the workems together with their unions could, at one
and the same time, fight for jobs and help the struggle for détent
and peace, ol S

A recent g08d example was the action of our metal workers'
federation and ke workers concerned to push through the signing
of a contract with the Soviet Union which will provide a year's
work for 5,000fworkers at the Creusot-Loire factories, Thse
French Govérnment was holding back this contract at Carter's
behest, TheViwo metal workers' federations - the Soviet one and
the cne_bglonging to the CGT - co-operated very well,
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I have, so far, spoken chiefly about problems which
concern the capitalist countries - that is about our direct
experience,

But here we are sxamining our joint interfi@tional
activity.

The present international line-up of fo¥ees and its
development also create new and rore favourable conditions
Tor the struggle of the workers and trade tmions in the Third
World countries to overcoms under-developmest and get rid of
economic dependence and bring their cowdtries to progressive
paths,

The issue of the new internatifpal economic order is now
being put with greater urgency and Mwconditiong which strengthen
the positions of these countries,/ o continue, in new forms,
neo-colonial exploitation @s begeming more and more difficult,

The capitalists, ebove all the transmtional corporations,
Try to create an enmity‘bétwe®n workers in the capitalist and
the under-~developed countries by puiting the blame for unemploy=-
ment on the latter,

In actual fact,¥thé interests of all the workers converge -
and all would profit by the establishment of Jjuster and more
equal economic relatidhsk e even maintain that the trade unions
in the advanced capitalist countries are called upon to play
a special role in whis field. In this matter, which is one
of the major problefs of our time, we are concerned not only with
solidarity but with common interests,

X X X

A violgn® campaign slandering the socialist countri
been unleashed to weaken the struggles of the workers an
turn them ‘@way from zciions to change the old society, Behind

the unceasing onslaught we find a coalition of the forces of
capitall,/wocial conservation and class collaboration,

1% is not a question of criticism and discussions,

¢
norgal in a democcratic debate, but of flagrant and systematic

o

N
3

lies. They bespeak anxiety in the face of the advances an
strengthening of countries which have
exploitaticn,

eliminated capitali

in

t

»
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As far as we are concerned, we guestion, differ from and
sometimes disagree with certain ways of lookin ng at gthings and
with some methods of this or that socialist countay,¥vwhen they
do not correspond to our notion of a socialist soegety, But that
is a matter of discussion in the international,labour movement,

5

We are not impressed by the ideolozical pressure of the
bourgeoisie and of refammisp,which under this bourgeois influsnce
tends to lose all class feeling in the str@ggle on an inter-

national scale,

Since we are meeting in Moscow, MnwUs not forget that
it was in this country that the worke#s opened the era of
soclialist revolutions and of nationadfliberation,

1 1 1

We xnow how ;nuch has been schieved here and we know

(U

the roic anu responsibiliti8s of “he workers, peoples and the
Soviet Union am: such, together with all the socialist countries,

13

in the maintalning of peacs and, the support given to the peoples
and mormers of the worléd,

We appreciate A% trdde™union achievements and freely
discuss, as comraded, existifiz problems.,

The problems lived,»to varyii
countries are given by the development of = cietg and'oﬁjec ive
needs which call forthe deepening of socislist democracy in
r e

all spheres, This i good, it leads to o SS on a higher level,

The role offithe tradeunions ranl

)
oy
e
Q‘g‘
=
n
=
O
o

g these spheresg
which call for afdeepening of socialist democracy, Some real
problems crop wpphere, There was a time when it 0
easy to discuss‘such matters in public., We apprec
that severali€émrades from organisations in the soci
countries have in their coniributions frankly spoken
their conce®ns, dischCjons, ébout thelr plans
several ‘@ocialist countries havinz a different gxperien
givingfdlis matter much thought and ar

It i, Bn our view, important that

N €
thefxreal role of trade unions in society and to
en

rights as defenders of the workers! lnteregts, At the same time
we understand that they are called upon to play a constructive
roie in the bullding of a socialist society,
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Ve hope that there will be frank and friendly exXchange

of opinions on this subject. We are convinced that there will
be more and more progress in this fisld,

For our part, we do not want to hand out adwite. Ve
are brothers in arms who respect the work and responsibilities
of their comrades, who rejoice in their succegses and vho
want to discuss - frankly and with 2 desp sense of responsibility
-~ questions of criticism which are not, measured by the experiences
of life, unfounded, This, of course, workgwboth ways, and we
accept it.

We have heard our brothers from Polend, ‘e understand the
the reasons of the serious crisis whieh occurred in their
country. We thought that we had understéod then already some
time ago. Of course, it is a pity th&t such situation arise .
We appreciate the frankness‘and se®iousness of our brothers.
Such language we understand. We are confident that along that
road they will find, together Wwith the workers, the means for
overconing their problems. Ti is a task incumbent on the Polish
people and on them alones THey should not forget that socialist
Poland and its workef&wdo mei lack real friends,

These events taken/#ogether and especially the problem of th
trade unions give food for thought to everybody. This is very
healthy,

But to those Who'think they can get arguments agzainst
soclalism from this, we say, show us other governments which
settle z social gwi®€is as serious as thi o democratically,
Show us ministersw®ho go into the Tactories to negotiate with

striking workerssand settle questions & the same time as

(

unhesitatingly y recognizing their errors., Show us administrations
which underfeke to correct faults with the workers' aid. And. this,

not to be ‘Less socialist, but more so!

Eyen, in difficult conditions socialism has shown us the
means a% 1ts disposal to find within its system, the ways and
meansyof overcoming difficulties and ensuring its democratic
devglepment with and for the workers - which 1s the antithesis
of capitalism,
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It is therefore in this constantly chan zing planet
in which imperialism is on the defensive and the world of
labour and forces of socisl change and national liBeration
on the offensive, that we are considering what the.wole,
action and the methods of the WFTU should be,

The question before us is how, with the Strength of 35
years of experience behind us - an event which we celebrated
yesterday - are we going to £et into a position to make
a contribution to the struggles of our times 'and be tie
international trade union movement of thé eighties,

A critical loock on past experiengesVis always useful but
the most important thing today is to assess together what

needs to be done, decide really to do 4% and take the
hecessary steps to carry it out,

The Moscow General Coumaeil,cowld be the impetus for
& positive process of deep®mested changes conducive to bringing
about such a result in afxeasgnable period of time, In this
case it would be to its eredithas a collective organisation

In fact we repfgsent a“force which is still underestimated
and of which we do not make) full use,

At a time when trade union action is attaining the level
We are seeing today, wénghould sesk to haul curselves to that
level and take stock @@ ihe problems confronting us and of the
adversary in order io properly tackle the problems in all the
fields in which th€strade unions are competent to act,

Trade uniof sitruggle is being intensively waged in many
countries, The @Wlrkers and their trade unions need to be
informed and #o draw the lessons of experiences, They need
solidarity. @&&% us take then ihe Necessary steps to reply
to this need,

acfMuItinational company has a nerve centre and an
entire dieilliary apparatus t
activities against the worke

arry out its anti-sccial
and the trade unions,

We are abls to create, in opposition, a corresponding
r

trade unio” force and concretely ensure ihs excnanges and

coordination to take place which will enable the workers exploited
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by each multinational company throug shout the world to more
effectively defend their interests.

The multinational companies are not invincibley providing
that one goes beyond analyses and condemnations =488 justified
ag they may be - and undertake speciiic, effective@mand united
tpade union work. With other trade union forces we have reserves
of strength to undertake such work and to begin to create a really
new Eituatlon to put:an end to the intolerable imbalance between
the possibilities of the multinational companies and the absence

of trade union rights and strength to match 1it.

What is happening on the different continents ca lls for
a well-adapted and continued presence, open and active co-
operation and activities linked with the problems and the real
needs of the workers and the trade unions. There agains, we
could give incomparable efeetivesnesSs 1o our common efforts,

I am only speakingpof these problems as examples of the
most important subjects.

Style, structurenand mﬂthods have never been unchangsable
entities. It is notsso daifficult to learn together to adapt and
to change them because i%, is necessary to do s0.

What dictates this,1i
themselves and the needs o

[#2]

not subjective wishes but events
our epochsy

(2]

oI

It is obvious that we cannot work today as we did in the

"‘5

paste. It goes without saying that the relations between national
centres and lifdogether within an international organisatlion
cannot be today -what they were not so long ago. Dveryons has
matured, everyone is jealous of keeping his independence,

wishes to takg part in discussion and making and carrying out
decisionse It 1s a sign of maturity of the whole movement

Iet.us decide to really go along this road and to learn
together to do it effectively, We will all gain thereby.

The WFTU can be the privilsged centre for museéring
the! ifmense forces of the trade union movement and a place of
exchange of experiences and discussion in today's con ditions.
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The CGT wishes to be ablé to actively contribute to the
life of a VFTU which will undertake, as we hope, to &dapt 3t-
gelf in this direction, It is likely that the condi¥%fons will
be more favourzabla to associate in one way or anosher, other
trade union forces, especially from the capitali€¥Pcountries.

The forces of reformist trade unionism, pEnged in
complacency with the policles of the employersjare taking the
wrong direction, They are wrong to refuse ulaily because what
in fact they are doing i$ refusing action, But they are going in
a different direction tc the trend of oumitlimes,

We are far more tolerant and understanding. We are for
the discussicn of ideas without compl&gency and without insults
and we are at the same time for effdeiive joint action %n all
its possible ;orms,wl*hout preconddtions or 1deologlcal/othev
discrimination,

The CGT wishes to parficipate in all international
organisations in which il "¥s,péssible to work tonards unltv

.

of action,

In Western “urepd” thiSmmeans within the Zuropean Trade
Union Confederation o offligrwise without worrying about the fact
that many trade union organisations in the regicn are on reformist
positions, In the final analysis, it'is the workers of Europp
whilch, in developing, tMeir struggle, will create the conditions
conducive to bring &Peut this nscessary cooperation in spite of the
. sectarian oobstacle® _Eet up by the partisans of inaction,

This applicwy too, to other places in which its presencs
may be felt,. '

The VETY O the eighties,sﬁch as we undertake to make it ,
can be a cemfwe of unity, a flourishing centre of clss~based
trade unign¥em exXpressing the interests of the worksrs and
in the ffeRt line of the fight for social emancipation and peacs,

N
-
T

We haveNgfason for hope in the decisions to be usgen and sub-
s

sequently carried out by the General Council,

X X X



31st Secsion of the WFIU General Council

Speech by Comrade A.l.Shibayev,
President of the AUCCTU, ;
at the 31st session of the WFTU General Council,
October 1, 1980

Dear comrades,

May I, on behalf of the All-Union déntral Council of
Trade Unions, greet the participants of the 31st Session of
the WFTU General Council and wish youtsuccess in carrying
out the tasks set.,

I should like to stress frémethe very beginning that
we attach special'importance to/this session. In view of

the fact that the tradeyunien movement today has to shoulder

0

great and ever incredsingsresponsibility we think it 1
necessary to holdan opémpcomradely discussion of the most
important tasks of the World Federation of Trade Unions,
resulbting from the pbesenc situation, and to make maximum
efforts for radically enhancing the effectiveness of its

class actcions.

In his réport Comrade Ibrahim Zakaria

- exten®ively characterised the present inbternsbtional
situationfgnd the specific features of.thg'developmenf‘df class
struggle,

Adised important questions concerning &
of e@ Mrategy of Lrade union actions for the 80s snd the
fdrther intensification of the WFTU's work.

The trade union movement is faced today with complicabted

problems. ALl this reguires on the part of trade unions
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- united actions,

- an ability to assess corrcctly, from class positions,
the obtaining situation, ‘

-~ to use in full measure the anti-monopoly petential of
the broad working masses,

- to concenbrafe efforts on the key areas of struggle.

In these conditions it is very importamt for the Fede-
ration to fight consistently to achieve aims set by the

9th World Trade Union Congress and tosgloek on an increasingly

broader front for the most effective forms of activity.

There is no task more pressifigmtoday for all working

people than that of preserving peace on earth and curbing

the arms race., As a resubt,of intensification of war pre-~
parations the working /(people‘have to carry ever new burdens and
the basic human right--the 'right to live without cannons,

atomic bombs and cruise @issiles -- is called in question.

It is a dubty of the WPFTU to devote its efforts with
still greater energy to raising the effectiveness of anti-
war actions, drawing new sectionsqu the population into
such actions and/searching for & concrete approach to bGhe

problems of strugsle against the war danger.
The main‘meaning of this approach is

-~ to show to the maéses that the further armsrmanufacm-
ture regpresents a real danger to all mankind, forces down
the living standards of people, increases unemployment and
whipsyup inflation.

We should work in such a way as to show to every worker

what part of his wages are consumed by the arms race, to



Se
cultlvate in them 1rreconv11abllch toward the forces of
aggression and war, to expose before the peoples the bjcoons
of the military industrial complex, all those whojare in-
terested in the arms racej

- to show by concrebe facts that the conyepsion of the
war industry to peacetime production, though a complicated
process, is quite feasible and fully neebs the interests of
the working people; '

- to actively influence the development of international
economic cooperation witChoub ény diserdmination and thus
bring about greater employment and“the solution of obher
social problems in the intgrests’ol the working people;

- to give a strong rebufi(te the striving of the
aggressive forces of impefialism to increase military bud-
gets, inflated as they are without thab;

- to arrange ¢omncrete anti-war actions with the parti-

cipation of trade uniofis, of different affiliations.

The internatiodal/situation today is a very alarming
one, Aggressive imperialist circles are stepping up their
attempts to hold back the objectivé prbcess of renovation
of the worid by whipping up the arms race. Nashington,
declaring arbibrarily this or other region of the world a
ngphere ofdts vital interests", resorts to all kinds of
provocatiofis, boycott and blackmail in an effort o break
the widd™f the peoples to peace and to forpedo bthe process
of depenbc and peaceful international cooperabion.

The ratification of the SAIT-2 treaty has been post-

poned indefinitely.
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The USA and other NATO countries have taken a decision
on making Europe & nuclear testing range. The danger of war
has increased as a result of the proclamation of “ghe so-called

"new nuclear strategy"™ by the White House.

The opponents of detente are btaking their aggressive
actions behind a smokescreen of lies aboub,'the Soviet
menace", But what menace can® there be ifithe Soviet Union

has alrcady submitbted more than a hundf€d proposals aimed

)

. . = . o - 5 N ; I =
at ending the material preparacion of “r, and has Geken

£ - ’
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a nunber of concrebte unilateral stép$ to lower the level of
military confrontation.

At the same time the Unibed otates establishes ever
new military bases which cover the whole world and which are

spearheaded directly againstithe Soviet Union.

The class trade uwniomn movement and ité vanguard
section -- the World Federation of Trade Unions -- are con-
sistently upholding the ideals of peace, friendship, inde-
pendence and independent developmén: of the pecples. During
the period since_ the 9th World Tréde Union Congress, the |
Federation came'up with many major initiatives for stepping
up the strugglesof the working people against aggression
and war. 1t has considerably broadened cooperation in this

field with ‘other democratic public organisations.
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The central direction of the anti-war struggle has
been and remains facilitation of efforts to translate the
Helsinki accords into life, aécords expressing the wili of
the peoples to develop friendly inter-state relations.

The realisation of the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference
has made it possible in recent years to,change the
situation <for the better not only on the European contiaent
but also throughout the world. ' |

The AUCCTU delegation supports the draft Declaratidn
on European Security and Disarmament that was submitted to
the present session for consideration. The draft shows that
the trade unions are deeply interested in the success of
the Madrid meeting, in the méterialisation of the principles
cf detente.

In the ranks of _ the.internatiocnal trade union movement
there 18 growing 'understaﬁding of the need for joint
actions in defence 0f _peaces

But experience teaches us and demands that we should
not only raise questions but also find ways of practically
solving then.

The national trade union centres and industrial trade
unions, including those affiliated with the ICFTU, come up
more and.more often with concrete proposals.The appeal$
of the Labour Congress cf Meﬁico and the New Zealand
Federation of Labour to the WFTU, ICFTU and WCL for
holding @ conference on disarmament met with a broad
response. Also noteworthy 15_theg1nitiati¢é of the
National Miners' Union of Britain for calling an international

industrial conference on the same problem.

-
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All this indicates that the growth bf anti-war senbi-
ments among working masses represents an importantybasis for
the WFTU to appeal again to the ICFTU and WCL to, jein
efforts in the struggle against militarism, and,“what is
especially important, to take part in an international
conference on social'consequences of disarmament.

The btrade unions have .Many pobent¥@'allics among

. : out A
other public movenments which come for @@Gfénte. This was
‘confirmed by the World Parliament ofgPSeples for Peace, held

in Sofia. The WPFTU can make

4]

n imnpofeant conbtribution toward

the pooling of efforts of all tho{gvwho stund Tfor dependable

E 5y

cT

inbter

-

ational security.

Therefore it is ourWommon duty tc see to it that
numerous, though oftem,disunited, ‘anti-war actions merge
into a single-powefful sbreaﬁ, a streém barring the way
to war.,

The trade unions are in the forefront o this common
struggle. This requires of the WFTU in its organising and
mobilising actions\.to be up to the historic role which the
world army of wofking people is called upon to play in aver}

ting a thermonuelear catastrophe,
Comragdes,

Themstruggle for better living conditions o6f working

people ‘and defence of their social and economic interests

has always been and remains the basis of Jabour soli-
darity. This problem appears to be especially acube in

present~day conditions.
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The growing aggressiveness ol the explater policy
of transnational corporations and the military industrial
complex, which are the main bodies to blame for mass un-
employment, inflation and other crisis phenomena in present-
day capibalist socieby, poses in a different Way the
question of intensifying struggle in this direction.

It was stressed i? the resolutions ofwfhe 9th Congress
that anti-monopoly strugglé is the key/task for the WFIU.-
TUI's, which directly deal with concrele TNC's, may be used
as bases in bthis struggle.

The holding in 1981 of an inbernational conference on
the problems of pharmaceutical Cransnational corporations
appears bto be very important from the point of view of gaining

experience of practicgl dcfioms against domination by THC's.

A preparatory'commibtee'has been seb up on a rather
broad basis as a resulty of multilateral consultations.

The subject of tne conference, in our opinion, makes it
possible to draw in,its work trade unions of different
orientation and inbernational affiliation, professional
associabions as(well as non~governmental organisations and
specialised ipsgitubtions of the UN system,

If tﬁis ¢onference succeeds in working out joint
demands of working people against the TNC's in pharmaceutical
industry®and helps establish a coordinating committee of
working people's sbfuggle within a number of TNC's, Ghis
woulld, Be a good beginning and a gopd examplé for other
industrial trade unions, too.

The Soviet trade unions will give all the necessary

"assistance for this conference to beé held successfully,
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1t would bé correct to orient TUI's to establishing
a wider exchange of experienbe,of class actions by working
people. TUIL's could step up their activity in the/ Inter-
national Labour Organisation, and its. industrial,, committees
and sponsor conventions and recoumendations ©n problems
concerning individual trades,

We support Ghe amendmen?s proposed for the article on the
TUI's in the WFTU Cons%itution, proposals aiﬁed at increasing
their independence and enhancing theim, responsibility for
social policye.

The tasks of strengthening oppesition to monopoly
capital make it necessarydto raise to a new level solidarity
with the trade unions ofsindustrialised capitalist countries,.
above all those in Iurope. Cperating here are big class
sections of the world .trade union movement with theigﬁgong—
established Gtraditiensy such as the CGT of France, Inter-
sindical of Portugal, {CGIL, the Jorkers' Commissions of

Spain, and others.

Businesslike {cooperation with them in organising anti-
monopoly struggl@mand in holding Jjoint militant actions
will be an expression of practical solidarity on the part
of the WFIU and will help enhance its prestige in all Furo-
Pean tradelumions, |

What, we have in view is to look more persistently for
opportinities to work with trade unions of the social-
democPatic trend. The WFTU and its, Secretarikt should evidently

digplay greater flexibility in its approach to the Buropean
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Trade Union Confederation and support its concrete
initiatives on which parallel, if not Jjoint, actions are
poasible in defence of working class interests. -
Comrades,
There is intensive struggle going on  today for the

trade union movement of the developing countries.

This is the struggle of both externmal and internal
forces for the political rise and orientation of the young
workers' movement. '

During the anti-imperialist struggle the trade unions
of the continents display staunchness and courage, strength-
en the progressive wing of the world trade union movenment,
actively participate in .the WFTU's activities and, naturally,
need 1its support and assistance.

The Federation has done a great deal for the
development of militant class solidarity with the national
liberation movement.

This <found concréte expression in the active support
of <the peoples of Vietnam, Laocs and Kampuchea against
the machinations ' of imperislism and Chinese hegemonism,
in the organisation of internastional campaigns in defence
of the Jjust (cause of the Arab people of Palestine, the
working people-in Soubthern Africa, the courageous struggle
¢f the patriots of Chile, Uruguay, Bolivia, e&nd El
Salvadere, in increased cooperation with the wérking
people and tradé unions of Angola, Ethiopis,

Afghanistan whe are upholding their revolutionary gains.
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The trade union ﬁovement cf developing countries is
becoming a big aﬁd increasingly influential social force.
Imperialism and its agents knoﬁ this well. They make incessant
ideological attacks on the trade unions of the countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America in an effort to bring
them under their influence.

Our task, as we see it, is to give effective help to
the trade union movement of these continents, especially
in the training of cadreé devoted to the cause'of the working.
clasg, and this help should further increase in scale.
Alongside the‘increased practice of holding WFTU seminars
on the continents, it is evidently time to consider the
question of setting up a permanently functioning school
for training trade union cadres abtached to the Federation,

The establishment of Ljaison Offices in Hanoi
and Brazzaville marks. an.important step in the intensifica-
tion of WFTU's activities in Asia and Africa. One would
wish the WFTU to step up/ its fforts to strengthen their
material base.

To give the WFTU's work on the continents a greater
sense of purpose it is perhaps necessary to consider
‘drawing up a long-term regional action programme that would
incorporate the experience and recommendations of member trade
union centres and indicate the most importent directions of
struggle instheir concrete situation.

In complicated conditions marked by increased struggle
between the forces coming out for peace, respegt for
the rights of the peoples and for'thélrelaxation of interna-

tional tension, on the one hand, aad the forces of
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oppression, militarism and aggression, on the other, the
essence of all our work consists in developing ‘and, streng-
thening workers, proletarian solidarity.

Objectively appraising the WFTU's activitiés, during the
period after the 9th Congress it should be sbtressed that
the Federation repeatedly and efficiently organised solida=-
riby actions.

Thus during the period of the Chinese aggression against
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam theN¥ederation came up with
an initiative for holding an emergemcy conference for solida-
rity with Vietnam, This conferenc@gmas held withoubt delay
and iG made a greab conbtripubliofdPEBward mobilieing world
public opinion against QGhineseNa@ggression.

The constructionjof a seheol for training trade union
cadres is being complefedmin’Vietnam with WFTU's money.

The first planewwhiehylanded on the soil of free Nicaragua
with medicines and (%ecd on board was sent there at the
WETU's initiative.

Simultaneouslyyl /FTU delegations were sent to Iran, Afgha-
nistan, Turkey and Bolivia to give solidarity help, moral and
material, to the working people and trade unions of these
countries,

It is/not only the working people of capitalist, deve-
loping ceuntries that need support. No less important for us
is support from the international trade union movement in the
struggle against anti-communism and attempts by imperialism
toydfscredit the ideas of socialism, A massive attack is now
under way against the trade unions of socialist countries, as

is shown by the events in Poland, and the trade unions® role

and Place in sociebty are distorted, E
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We stand for the improvement of trade un;ons

work, for an all-round development of trade union democracy,
for the trade unions to exercise more fully their rights
and opportunities for defending the interests of the
working people, for combatting bureaucratic distortions
which we still encounter in our work.

But we have given and will continue to give a strong
rebuff to any attempts to counterpose our trade unions
to ﬁarties and the state and to do harm to real socialism.

Comrades,

You know that the work of drafting a new Constitution

of the WFTU is .being completed now. A great amount of

important work has been..done. I am cocmmenting with
satisfaction on the commission's work as an examnple of a
constructive approach to the solution of complicated _
problems. Experience hag shown once more that in éhe process
of businesslike, unbidsed cooperation it is possible to bring
different points of wiew closer together and to work out
optimum decisicns in  the interests of the common cause.

We should like this se;sicn to approve and adopt
agreed amendments to the Constitution. After
the commissiém) finalizes tha remaining questions the
draft Constitution as a whole could be submitted to the
10th VWerld Trade Union Congress for consideration.

Comrades,
At this session we are ‘giving much attention to

the activities of the WFTU and the -TUL's. The Federation's
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functionaries should maintain ccnstant ties with member
organisations, know well the direction and contents of
their activities, their needs and requirements and; on this
basis, éursue more actively the WFIU's line in the UN,
ILO, Unesco and FAO.

Using its representations in these organisations the
Federation could raise more insistentlyend sclve more
successfully prcblems affecting the working people, look
for ways for working out Jjoint soclial platforms
together with the trade unions of other trends.

It is also worthwhile to think about reinforcing
the Federation'‘s apparatus withigkilled cadres and to
change its internal structure in line with the requirements
of the day..

'I should like4gt6 dwell particularly on the idea of

adopting a special declaration concerning ways of
the further developmént ' of the Federation, of which
Comrade Gaspar spokey in his opening address.

In our ¢opinion, it is possible in principle to
agree with the idea of the VWorld Federation of Trade Unions
adopting such & document that would reflect a new stage
in its work and siress a course toward enhancing its
efficiency and renewing forms and methods of work. It goes

without”saying that the drafting of such a_document should

be done in a democratic manner by the trade union centresS--

WFTU members--themselves.
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As to its general direction, it is important that this
should be a document ‘of positive content, one recégnising
the shortcomings and weaknesses of the WFTU, and,at the same
time a document pubting emphasis on its btasks in the presenﬁ
situabion and ways of accomplisning these btasks with account

taken of-the e..perience gained and the dgeleions of the 9th

Jorld Trade Union Congress.

Comrades,

The preparation and holdins ofgthe 10th World Trade

Union Congress will be an importamf stage in the WFTU's
life,. a stage wﬁich shouldyhelp “€urther consolidate the
progressive forces in theé intermational trade union movement.

There is practically.dfe year left before the congress,
The time of intensjiwe “Drepa¥atory work has come. We support
the proposal for se&ting up an editorial commission, Trade
unions orf organisations not affiliated with the WFTU could
also be included among its members. The preparation of docu=-
ments on such a bfoad basis will help find new points of
eontact in the fumther development ofrinternational trade
union coapération.

We sinc€pely regret that comrade Enrique Pastorino
could not “@tfend this session because of illness. Je all
gbeatly appreciate his important personal contribution to the
actividdies of the World Federation of Trade Unions. Let us
wish“him & speedy IreCOVETrY.

Comrades,

Our country is now pfeparing for the 26th Congress of

CPSU. The <forthcoming congress will demonstrate once more
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the inexhaustible potentialities of socialism, its profound
democracy and will emphasize the great role which,is bteing
played by the trade unions in the conditions of developed
socialism. This is the role of builders and masteérs of their
country, an influential force of Soviet society.

Cur trade unions have always been loyal to the traditions
of working-class unity, working—class solidarity. The Soviet
trade unions will continue to work tirelessly for the ideals
of peace and socialism, will contribute in every way to the
further grawth of the prestige of the"World Federation of
Trade Unions which has been consistently defending the inte-
rests of the working people Tor 35 years. .

Thank YOouUe
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WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

31st SESSION OF THE WPTU GENERAL COUXCIL
(Moscow, Cctober 1-5, 1980)

P RART , STATEMENT

on European Securigx-and

Disarmament

Burope was the scene of two world wars and this is why the
problems of European security are of great signlificance, After
the welcome bresth of détente which only regently was still
f1illing the workers and people of Europe with optimism and hope,
the cold currents of tension are here once more., They were not
started by a "mythical Soviet "threat", /meither were they
provoked by the revolution in Iran nor $be "Afghan problen”, Far
from it. Thelr Source is in the White House, the Pentagon and
NATO, eager to deal blcows to détente wherever it appears,
especially in Furope; where it was born, and everywhere it has
taken root and is beginning to‘bear £ruit.

In en attempt to resolve the orisis of the capitalist system,
imperialism is relaunching the arms race and reviving a policy
of tension. ;

The decision taken by Washington in 1978 to "complete the

"arming" of NATO and another imposed by the Carter administration

to base new American missiles in western Europe - the "new nuclear
strategy” promoted by fhe”"White House ~ are not all these the
source which iniroducesa cold political climate in the world ?

The poliey from the other side of the Atlantio dictated to
western Europe is opposed to the interests of the peoples on the
European continent, It seeks to change western Eurcpe into an
Anmerican arsensal of nuclear missilea = a potential battlefield -
and, as such, to guaraatee the security of the territory of the
United States.

: The wviorkers who da the past have more than once had to bear
the heavy burden of militarism and the arms race, are once more
made to pay for this'pelicy which is being forced on them,

Such a polioy.goes against the interesis of the workers.
It brings new hardehips and suffering, reductions in living
standards, fursher price increases snd continuing inflation.
This policy threatens the right tc work snd helps increase the
arny of unemployed by hundreds of thousands, and even millions,
of people,

This pelicy brings with it a threat to the sacred right of
every mang the right to life, It is contrary %o %he aspirations
of the pegplesdevoied o peace and cooperation,

Thisvpolicy serves the interests of the imperialists and
aggresgive oircles and, above all, the military-industrial complex
and the monopolies related to it. :
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These very circles realize fabulous profits which grow in
direct proportior to increasing international tension and the
exacerbation of the arms race. They spread the fear of a "threat
from the East”, a pure invention intended to help launch an
offensive against the werkers’ rights and vital interests,
against democratic and trade union ®reedoms,

This polioy is, of coursey,doomed to failure. It i3 impossible
to stop the march of history, as it is impossible to reverse its
course. The objective premises which are the basis of détente
have not chaaged in the least.

The trade unions in the Europesan countries funotion in
different social regimes., On many issues their stands differ.
Yet they must te identical as far ar the safeguarding of peace
and détente is concerned, in line with the idemtical interests
of those whom the trade unions represent and defend., All the
European workers, all the peoples of the world need peace,
détente and disarmament. It is the duty of the trade unions to
actively aot together in order to achieve these noble objectives.

The WFTU General Council makes the/following appeal %o all
the workers and trade unions in Europes

1) Let us prevent the implemeniation of the NATO plan to
base new American nuciear missiles in western Europe,

The workers’ intereste demand  +hat the billions of
dollars intended formthis, purpose be used to satisty
the socisl and econemic demands of +the trade uniocns to:

- greate new Jjobs and reduce unemployment in the countries
of western Europes

- reduce taxes, launch 2 struggle against inflation and
price increases;

= raise pensions, unemploymeni benefits and other social
benefits and ‘allowances;

- raise wages and eliminate inequalities:
4 ensure access %0 training for young workers;
- improve educational and public health services

- carry outy in the interest of the workers, other
social reforns. -

2) Let us ac¥ $ogether to oppose the worsening of interna-
tional tension and an escalation ¢f the arms race,%c seek
together ways which can save peace and consolidate détente
in Europe and the whole world.

Let usy /in the interest of Furcpean workers and peoples
and of working people in ‘the whole world exert active
efforts in the trade unions:

= dn, favour of proposals for negotviastions on systems of
medium-range missiles in Europe;

= In favour of the Madrid meeting of represcnﬂativeé of
States participating in the European Conference in
Helsinkis;
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= for the convening of a big international trade union
forum to discusa the soolo~economic consequences of the
arms race and to draw up a trade union programmc for
using the resources invested in the war industiries for
peaceful ends including the conversion 62 these in-
dustries for peaceful purposes,

Workers and trade umions of Eurcpe ! Let us act together
in each country and in the whole of Europe in the name of present
and future peace ! :

I
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General Secretary of M.O0.U. (Movimiento

Obrero Unido)

General Secreté@ry of C.G.T. (Confédéra-
tion Générghe ‘du Travail de la Réunion!

Vice-President of the General Union
of Rumanian, Trade Unicns

General ‘Union of Rumanian Trade Unions

Inteepnctional Dept. e "

FOU.S.S. (Federacidn Unitaria Sindicsl
de El Salvador)

General Secretary of the Solomon Islan
National Union of Workers

Vice-President of the South African

. Congress of Trade Unions

General Secretary of S.a4.C.T.U.

President of the Ceylon Federation cof
Trade Unions

President of the Democratic Workers
Congress

Deputy General Secretary of the Sri
Lanka Independent Trade Union Federat

President of the National Progressive
workers Union

Repres. of the Sudanese Trade Union
Front

President of the General Federation of
workers Trade Unions of the ReaeSyriz

General Secretary of the G.F.W.T.U.
COllabCI‘dtQ}" Of the G.E‘ G’IIIPQT an
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UPPER-VOLTA

URUGUAY

U.S«S.R.

VENEZUELA

VIETNAM

YEMEN (Arab

YEMEN (People's DemocraticfRepublic)
SAEED

ZINBABWE

Boniface SOMDA

- Felix DIAZ

- Alexei CHIBAIEV

- Vassili PROKHOROV

=~ Kasimir JATZKIARITZOUS-

- Alexandre SQUBBOTIN

- Vsevolod IOJAEV

= Vladimir SERGUEEV

- Cruz VILLEGAS

- Hemmy CROES

- Nguyen THUYET

-~ Do TRONG HOP

Republic)
- Ali Saif MUQBEL

- Raweh

- Abdulla\FATSAL

= Moh. Nilat{YOU

- Aaron

G.D. NDHLOVU

General Secretary of U.S.T.V. (Union
Syndicale des Travailleufis, VoltiaIques)

Secretary of the Nationa¥Convention of

Workers (Convencidn Nac1onal de Traba-
jadores)

President of theg@€entral Council of
the Soviet Trade Unions

Vice-President®f the C.C.S.T.U..
Secretary offlNe C.C.S.T.U.
oecretary DIV he C.C.5.T U

Head of4th€ ‘International Dept. of the
C.C.S.T.U.

Qead _oXWDepartment, C.C.3.T.U.

Prgsident of C.U.T.V. (Central Unitaria
de/Trabagjadores de Venezuela)

General Secretary'of C.U.T.V.

Secretary of the Federation of Vietnanm.
Trade Unions

International Dept. " "

Pre81dent of the Peueratlon of Yemen
Trade Unions

Secretary of the General Confederation
of Workers'Trade Unions of the P. D R
of Yemen

secretary of International Relations of
the G-.COW -T nUu

Assistant of Secretary of Internationai
Affairs, G-C-W-T U s

T

Executive Secretary for Lubour Relation
Zimbabwe african Congress of Uniens
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TRADE UNIONS INTERNaTIONALS :
T.U.l. - Agriculture - - Andreas'KYRIAKOU, President

- Gérard LaUGIER, General Secretary
T.U.I. - Food Industry - André NOGIER, President
T.UsI. - Building Industry - Veikko PORKKALA, GeneralgpSecretary
T.U.I. - Chemical Industry - Alain COVET, General Segfretary

T.U.I. - Commerce - Olga REWINSKA, Presi@ent
~ Adam GHERT INISANgGeneral Secretary

T.U.I. - Public Employees - Raymond BaRBERIS, President

- HansalORENZ,¥General Secretary

T.U.I. - ietal Workers —- Pderre BaGHI, Generzl Secretary

. —(¥Valentin GOCHICHINSKI, Secretary

T.UsI. - Miners <FAld&imwSLION, General Secretary
T.U.Il. - Textile - Jan' KRI1IZ, General Secretary
T.U.I. - Transport 4= Jean BRUN, President

- Debkumar GnNGULI, General Secretary

AUDITORS

BULGARIA - Gueorgui BOREOV

CYPRUS - Melis LANMBRIAS

G«DeRe - Harry WEBER

MONGOLIA =~ Ia WAMU

U.S.S.R. - LY4Z¥ CHOUVPILO - :
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TED ORGANIS

ATIONS aAND

PERSONNALITTES

AUSTRaLIA

BAHREIN

BANGLADESH

CANADA

CAP VERT

CHILE

CYPRUS

FII\L.. a..u

FRaANCE

GHANA

GREECE

Jdaurice Francis KEaNE
David GROVE

Brian HENDERSON
Wilton John BROWN

Hussein KASSEM

= . e IGMJRU._)J&J‘L:\IAN

Rodrigue DUBE

Martin LAURENT

Clarence S. JACKSON

Silva Julio ASCENCAQ
lario NAVARRO

Juan HUERTA

Hasan SARICA
I119kxa ERICH

Teuvo HOLPEIL
Jean BRETEAU

Robert CHAMBEIRON

Lueden HOLINQ

Ahiable

Emmanuel PITHaROULIS

Clemence KWaKU

- Forner Secretury of W.0.5. Employees'
Union

~ Industrial Officer, Foed Preservers'
Union of Australia
and Kindré@sWnion (N.S.W.)

- Printing

- Editor - Modern Unienist

- uecretdry for Mgfernational Relations,
Workers'Trade{nions Federation

- Presidentfof the Centrale de 1'Ensei-
gnement duWguébec

- Centrale®de 1'Enseignement du Québec

- Retired President of United Electrical
Radilowand ilachiné Workers

~ 4ember of Executive “om. of UNIC-CS
(niso Naciocnal dos Trabalhadores de
Cabo Verde)

<yPresident of the External Committee of

the C.U.T. (Central Unica de Trabaja-
dores de Chile)

- T.U. officer for Nationsl Coordinatior
of the'Trade Ynions

~ President of DEV-IS (Revolutlonury
Trade Unions' Federation)

- Secretarj for International Affairs
of SAK (observer)

- SaK

- International Dept. of French CGT and

member of WFTU Commission on Transne-
tionals

- Member of the European Parlament

- Former National Secretary of CGT
4

- General Secretary of the Teachers and
Educational Workers'Union of T.U.C.

- President of Uniied Trade Union Anti-
dictator anln Jdovement (ESAK-as sociates

o/ e
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GUINEA - Mamadou SAUPIL - Deputy Secretary General of the
i , " National Confederuation of
WOI‘kEI’S (C oNoT oGa)

HAITI = Ulrich JOLY - Union Intersyndi€ale de Haiti

HONDURAS - Julio ZAVALA - Executive Secr®@ary of C.U.S.
: (Comité de Ual@&d Sindical) -

HUNGARY - Pal FORGACZ = Former General cecretary
of the TanIo CtlemICdl

~ Secretapgy Of the Commission for

_ ropagaR8e of the CoCoHoT U,
INDIA - SURYANARAYANA RAO - Presiola® of coierotlotehels o

of Indian Trade Unions )

- Janos LANDOS

TRELAND - Andrew BARR

Fopfer President of the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions

- Ernest McBRIDE Norfthern Ireland District Secre-
. %&ry of the Transport and Gene-
ral Workers' Uniocn

ITALY - Umberto SCALIA (fues# National Secretary of C.G.I.L.

- Giacinto WILATETLG Py - Netional secretary of CoGoI.Le
(observer)

- Adolfo CIVIFELLL = CoGeloLe District Secretary
- (obgerver)

KENYA - Fred OMIDQud .Pm ~ President of the Central Orga-
nicsation of Trade Unions
(C.0.ToU.)

LEBANON - ARISS MOUSTABHA - Honorary Meumber of FENASOL

-~ Abdel JAWAD HASSIB - Presicdent of the Fédération
L des Syndiceats des Ouvrlerq
du Liban Sud

- Jawadn ISSANM - Member of Executive Burezu

Fédération des Syndicats
du Liban-Nord

- Issam CHAHAL - Fédération des Syndicats des
Ouvriers et des Employés du-
Liban-Nord
LESOTHO ="Jaccb KENA - Generszl Secretary

Lesotho Mirne Labour Workers'
Union



LIBYA

MALI

MEXICO

MOROCCO

MOZAMBIQUE

NEW ZEALAND

NICARAGUA

NIGER

PHILIPPINES

PORTUGAL
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Mouldi MANSOUR

Karambé BAKARY

Jos€ DOLORES LOPEZ

Luis YONTER VALENZUELA

Ahmed E1 GHARBAOUI

Samuel ZACARIOS

José ALBINO
Morris BASSICK

Olga AVILES LQPEZ

Francisco /GONZALES

Magdglena ABUNTO MEJIA

Mainassara BOUREINMA

Felicisimo JOSON

Alvaroc RANA

Mauricio F. CaRVAILHO

I

Administrative Secretary
Syndicat de Banques et d' Assu-
rance, Union des Producteurs

de Jamahirija

General Secretary
Union des Travaildeurs du Mali
(UeNeoT oids)

General Secretary
Central Independiente de Obreros
Agricolas y Campesinos

General Leordinator
Universidad Obrera de México

Secretary of the Executive
Committee
Unign, ilarocaire du Travail

Deputy member of the Permanent
EXeeut ive Secretariat of the
National Commission of Imple-
mentation of Conseil de Pro-
duction; Director of the Centre
of workers' rest-homes

Head of the Nationzl Department
of Production and Emulation of
Conseil de Production

Natlional Secretary of the
United bMine wWorkers Union
of NoZo

Résponsible for International
Relatiocns of the

Central Sandinista de. Trabaja-
dores ‘

Central Sandinista de Trabaja-
dores

Central Sandinista de Trabsja-
dores :

General Secretary of the
Union des Syndicats des Travail-
leurS du Niger (UOS oT oNo)

Administrator of the Federation
of Free Workfers - BaTU (WCL)

Member of the Executive Commis-
3ion of the Netional Secretariat
Of ColBuToPoe=1lsNs ~ Intersindiecal

"+ Nacicnal

-

Internationul Department of the
CoGoToPo"‘Ialr. - IﬁtEI‘Sindical
Nacional :



SENEGAL o

SIERRA LEONE =

SPAIN -
SRI LaNKA -
ST . LUC IA -
- TANZANTIA -
TOGO &

TURKEY "

UGANDA -

UNITED KINGDOu-
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Moustepha CILSE

James VINCENT

Iginio Polo CEBOLLADA

Pieris H, HEMACHANDRA
George MAYNARD TYRONE
Shabahi NallPAHDA

7

Abide Kossi ASSTH

ZULFU DICLELI

Robinson Wilson)»KaSOZI
Frank Dean SWIFT

Brian PRIGCE

John Ch#istopher

Robert GILLESPIE

Ken ROBERTS
Dick FOGGIE

Member of the Executive Secretarist
0f the Confédérution nationsle des
travailleurs du Sénégal; General
Lecretary of the Ugiod Régionale
de Longa

Executive llenber of the Sierra
Leone Labour Congress :
Member of the Bxecutive Commission;
responsible for international aff,
CL.00. Catzlunya

Vice Presigent of the Ceylon Fede-
ration ofLabour

Presidenty General of the National
workers! Union

Acting'Secretary General of the
Orgenisation of Tanzania Workers

National Secretary for Internztio=~

@nad Relctions of the Confédération’

Nationale des Travailleurs du Toge

Assistent General Secretary
MADEN~IS :

Director of Education of the
National Organisation of Trade
Unions

Chairmen of the National Trade
Unien Committee,
British-Soviet Friendship Society

National President AUEY¥~TASS~-
Amalgsmated Union of Engeneering
Wworkers (Technical,Administrative
.and Supervisory Section)

Regional Secretary of the
Transport and Genersasl Workers
Union (T o Gal oUo )

Area Secretary of the Society"
of Graphical and allied Trades

Trade Union Organiser of the AQTT

Assistant General Secretary of
the Fire Brigades Union
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URUGUAY - Alcides LANZA - Secretary of the C.N.T. (Convencion
Nacional de Trabajadores)

U.SeAe ~ Patrick TOBIN - Ekecutive Bcord member of the I.L.W.U.
(Internationul Longshore and Warehouse-.
men's Unionj

- Raymond SANTIAGO - Secretary-Treasurer of gt F.L.0.C.C.
(Farm Labor Organizingy Conmittee)

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

-~ Coriceiczo DE OLIVEIRAG
Secretary offthe Metal Workers''
Trade Union @f Belo Horizonte (Brasil)

I.C.a T .U, _ ~ Ahmed JALLOUD, Sgcretary General

Internstional Trade Union Committee

 dapity wi 1 .
of balldamiyy wath Gotle Mireya “BALTRAy Executive Secretary

Women's International
Democratic Federation - Fre€d® BROKN, President

Wworld Peace Council = Wohn BLNSON, Executive Secretary

- Ray®&TEVENSON, Secretary

‘In_ternational Union cof
Students ~ Ahmed alL wUHAISHI

beCPEtd“ld of the.Wopid Federutlon of Trade Unions :

- Boris Averianov, Secretary

- Drsahomira HaNZALOVA, Secretary

- Jan NEMOUDRY, Secretary

-"Juan PONCE, Secretary

~ Mahendra SEN, Secretary ¢

- Luis TURIANSKY, political adviser

‘- Haider HASOANT, political adviser .
- Wikhail KOLESNIKOV, head of General Secr.serv.
- Oldrich HOUSKa, head of Finance Departzent
- Madhavan ATCHUTHAN, nead of the T.U.I. Dept
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Ibrahim AMMAR, Middle East Depdntment
José-ilanuel ROSQUETE, Luatin aflerica Department
Noel HuRRIS, Economic and 5Socisl Department
Jochen MEINEL, T.U.EducatienWpepartament

Zdenek GREGOR, N.G.O. Deép&Fthent

Emilio PEREIRA, Documenujation Department
Longin ZsaREBA, Press Department

Sacho IV4NOV, Finance Department
Stanislaw BUKOWSKI, Wouth Department
Josef LISa, Peaceland working Women Department
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- René LENGUEN 8®resident of the ICT Commission
= larcednPIQUENAL, Président of the Legal Comnis.

sicgelVLEVRAY, President of the Youth Commissic:

Carlo€PE ANGELI, at U.N. and ILO in Geneva
Tucep "LsBRUNE, at U.N. and ILO in Geneva
Ernest DE MAIO, at U.N. in New York

Anatole KONDHO, in Africa

Nguyen VaN TU, in Asia

G@erhard WETZEL, at UNESCO

Michtle LOMBARDO, at UNESCO
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TRANSNATIOWALS, CRISIS AND WORKLRS

<
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Consequences of the power and exoansion of trananat&ygj‘EQ;norations

Pacing the deepening of tac capitalist crisis §g=!!ts structural
and persistent nature, the transnttionzl corporati have

launched an intensive operation of; the sectorialoend geographical
re-ceployrent of their activitics throughout theN@hole capitalist
world, 'in order to safeguarc their profits anc tinue the
accuaulation of cepital uncer their control. strategy of the
transnational ..onopolies is suinorted by thej o.ae States and by
the supranationzl institutions uncer their i.. Fol, :

The expansion of the transnstional corw&tions, fer froa bein

a factor adaptec to the genuine needs of ern developuent of
productive forces, of the internstionsl sion of lzbour and the
cooperation of jHecoples, as tac resrese ves and spokesmen of

4onopoly canitel would haye Devple belmeWe, lecads to the dig-
location of the econoaies of th iniuii?!alised capitalist countries,
to the destruction of whole in ) 6 2nc to the inercased : y
dependence and exploitation avu ..,-az rity of the uncer-develoed

countries. ‘ # '
soreover, the tr&nsnati‘%,}.}ﬂii;olies and groups which operate
S RO 4yl 2

in zriuaaents procuction i agerly adhere to the aras trade,
constitute c reactionarysclle wa ngering force, coupletely
opposed to the vital in -t? peoples: to international gétente
and disaraasent which e&g LO®rate huge resources to be utilizec
for the well--being of ;cogl\;,&ee.cefuj. coexistence and peace.

The expansion of trans: I
policies of austerity =ng
capital, which Leve 0343

nel corporations, encouraged by the
wlsgion to the interests of wonopoly
viversc forus into general use in the

whole capitalist world, C extreuely serious ceomowic and

social conseguences.

In their racc for
hesitate to abanion
inz industries and
arofitable and/or

fits, transnational corporations do not
2rtially or altogether — certain manufactur-
ivities in favour of others which are iiore
ransfer soue industries fro.: one country to
another, in orde O srofit frow all the acvantages offered” by

the Jifferent dq@fdls of exploitation of the workers and; inbre
senerally, by 4l concitions of the re~valuation of cenital in
various sectaﬂi.s C countrics. e

ons, whiea - in the internationsl context -~ take
‘lly, and the restructuring and "rationali ation",

¢ and accQupany the.w, contribute a large-éxtent to
ation and deterioration of national labour market and
he factors affecting &£rowving unewployiaent and Job
everywhere in the cajitalist world, making it ever wmore
gassive in character, This calawity has already reached catastroiliic
diimensions-in aony countrics, .



In the social sphere, it means not only the disappearance of

a vast number of cmployuent opportunities, but also ianorta

wodifications in the qualification and remuneration of the

force and, woreover, through the chaos of mnonopoly competi

which tends to set workers of different capitalist countr
- 2g2inst one anothér, a vressure in the sense orf a covmwe

Justment of vages and worsenings livine and working con 'E?o

L fh=)

ns.

The concitions of Wage--earners in smell and medium-size

enterprises are generally in this situation wore c¢ifa 1t ‘then
those of salaried iorkers in larser factories. Tr: tional
corporations, each of them employin. tens and eve dreds of

thousands of iage—earners in their houe countrieg L abroad,
extend their exploitation, especially, by weans %ubcontractin
far beyond the frontiers of the sother--comnanie ¢ their
affiliates. The growing concentration of Prod .EBn and control
of couuerce in the capitalist countries is eove vhere accompanie’
by an increasing exploitation by the monopol of simall and
mediwn~size enterprises in vhich a majority age—-earners are
employed. This has resultecd, especially cdur¥a the recent years
of crisis and stagnating procuction, ¥#-a/Bidh nw.ber of bank-
ruptcies aumong small and.meciumwsiéghﬁnte Wises or in the
recession of their activitics, whiCh™ho ¥y negatively afiectecd
the employuent, the  level ?&f es®and the living and
working conditions of their wor%‘r ;

¥¥hile the re-cdeployment o &
austerity policies ag its cor T

. g
d
"

o7

ional capital and the

the industrialised capitalist
countries bring about a seri ioration in the living
conditions of the large maﬁgig ot sopulation, transnational
"transfers" of certain ingd ii‘sg wards the under-developed
countries, far froa contributing solving the enorumous nroble .:
these countries have to face, due to the colonial and neo-colonial
dowination, agzravate.them st further. Since, the strategy of
transnational corporations, ‘?cec by their home States, consists
in maintaining thesc countr in a state of permanent econouic,
financial ancd technologica péndence in order to continue the
exploitation of their peoples ond the Pilfering of their resourcez,
relying in this on the ¢ icity of the local bhourgeoisie and
reactionary forces.

The transnational‘%?rgorations, while syphoning off an
iuportant part of the n#ional incoue of the under-developed.
countries, constit erious obstacle in the way of the
accomplishment of t istorical task of the uncer-developed.
countries in the e‘sxpuic field, to create @ -solid financial basis
to embark upon réﬁ‘é and sustained econonic and social progress.

Thus, for M inle, most of the prof¥ts of the U.S.
corporations q‘;fﬁu froa their subsidiaries abroad, which reachec
uere than 4%, long of-dollars in 1973, «i.e. three ti.cs the 1970
level, are the $esult of the over-exploitation of worizcers in the
PR PE Worl g walle the rate of Profit of these corporations in
the advencofNgapitalist States aounted to 144, it reacucd over

65% in the under-developed countries of Latin Auserica, Asia and
Africa. That weans & five-fold increase in percentage nrofit!
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The tricks, swindles and aachinations brought into »nlay by
the transnational corporations, which holéd douwinent »nositions in
international uruL* anc finence, in orcer to wake naxiaun grofits,
on the basis of the over-exploitation of workers ancd the gpl¥:-g0
of the peoples, are as nuserous as they are 'scandalous (, Mgqual

(\)

exchange, trgnSLer arices,; twg evagion, "renatriation" QU ..
declared profits, ...) A large part of the deficit in @ balance

of payments and of the very ruJiC ¥y increasing foreig/R@Cbt of the
under—-geveloped couatries (vrith the exception of cert@i® oil-
aroducing countries) is due to the deficit made in t¥e®r finances
by the establishient and continued domination of transnational
corporations. a constant ceterioration in the exteQ@al balance

of payments, the responsibility for which rests @Y larze UAttﬂt
with the transnational corporctions, uckes the d@elopuaent of the
econoilies of thesc countries even wore Jrecarig@sves taay largely
depend on imports oni are always forced to acLl@Py unjust trade
conditions.

According to the cdocuments of the 5thMagssion of the U.N.
Conference on Trade ané JLVulODuOHt (UNCTAMHheld in Manila
(Philippines) i 1 vay 1979, the ﬂetcrlurw“ian in the teras. of trade
between. 1974 and 1973, affecting =1l thg uRcer-developed -countries
including thosec Axwortlmu 0il, refghed QC level of 15%. This,
represented in foreign excha sodls cgeggcc 1oss of .nore than
30 billion dollars in 1978

J

The "Third .orld" countré®y, fCh export raw ua terigls,
receive but a sucll fractiongd tA&Mnal conswier srice.

Ag gtated in an GStilaip W@ ished in 19783 in the report
of the Unitel tions Cenpra TTLASQQtllelD "Pransnational .
Corporations and ivocbuulﬂg o' duh deterials: the »roblem of
developing countries, J¢1'T“y Wroducts (b“cb,t 0il) exported bf
the Laaeruccvv;ujc; countrics cost the final consuuers, after further
brocessing,.uore than 200 bdglfion Collars without taxes, while
these developing countriesgmefcive only 30 billion dollars. .These
few startling facts cemongMitc not only the unprecedented exploit«
ation as practiced by thgRsansnational corvorations, but also
their overwhelning resogisinility for inflation and its acceleration,
anC. the ensuing ;rave d@Qionic, “onetary and soclal conseguences.

)

The agro-industria# transnationsl coruorstioq which exercige
growing dominance ovGe luﬂLSg crops and the ma abtln of agriculturzal
anc food products, neMtively wodify - by i ccno of edver tlSlLO -
the dietetic cus Louu of The jsopuletion and, particularly, modify
the social strucigf of the rural Dopulation to the detriment of
the .1ost under palgileszed sections and are one of the essenticl
factors causiniggihé further ravation of the i 2 i
problew of foof (Istribution and famine in "Third World" countries.

Hundred@gf willions of hwaan beinss in the cepitalist worlad
suffer frog Wgrrvation becausc a sanll aumber of multi-millionaires
enrich thewsSlves in the "acri-businesst, the bi. business of the
transnatig® corsorations in the fordprodubts. In 1976, one

huncred Wpr food wononolies controlled zhout 50% of the food
Production in the caritalist vorld. The scope of activities of these
corporations, hich control the capitalist Tood werket, extends from

il
the processin, of asricultur: 1 rey ueterials to the production of
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fertilizers and pesticides, the transport and marketing of productg,
including the direct exploitation of large estates in Africa,gisis
and Latin America. They obtain the agricultural raw materiale ot
extremely low prices and couaeicialize their pProducts at nof@poly
prices which enables then to substantially increase their Iheefite,
hus robbing producers and conswiers at the ssue tiue,

In the "Third Vorld" countries, where the transnatiernel
corporations develop their cultivation of crops for exfort to the-
detriment of foocd production, hunser is far Fron being assuaged,
it is seriously deteriorating. iore than one billion ch¥lcéren,
women and men are deprived of the fundaizental right aV¥satisfyin,
their hunger., Tens of willions of people die everygueser frou
hunger and the eifects of malnutrition. That is, ymc®ubtedly, thc
most tragic aspect of what iuperialis. and the trafisnctional

corporations cost mankind.

The exploitation exercised, in the first nlace, by the
transnational corporations, the victims of whi€h,cre ¢ifferent
under-developed countries, has resulted in the worsening of two
facts inherent to under-develonment: in lergcesscale unemployuaent
and under-euployment and, in generald in afe®hsicerable
deterioration in the averaze livin msBencard of a great majority
of the world's population, which ig ex re|fed in the noverty and
cestitution.

accorcing to ILO figures, pucre*areyone billion two hunéred
anc fifteen willion people in tWelvomld¥vho are able to work.
Two thirds of them live in the wncersievelonped countries where
some 455 imillion deople are uhelhléwerd or under-emnployed, and
their nuaber continues to iyemease.

It would be surely difficult to compare the number of work
opportunities created by the tmensnational corporations in the
"Third Vorld" countries'with . the nuaber of jobs which
disappoar due to the coupetitgh of these corporations and the
destruction of local wmanufacluring structures, or to that of the
work opportunities which cgul® be created ir the sources of
accunulation of these devel@Pin. countries were not wasted by
international financial gapftel. It is not hozardous to re-affir..
that the results of the Gxahsnctionals! activities in the field
of euwployment are extreflely nesative in spite of everything that

A

has been expressed by the experts cefencing -these cornorations.

A fundemental gOM@ition for the elimination of under--
cdevelopaent in the "Mhird orld" countries is to .
introduce thorou hysotio-ccononic transforuations. However, the
transnational corgoretions, backed by their home States and
imperialisn in je@@Pal (Trilateral Coinnission, suwiuits of the
"Seven", LEC, LMW orld Bank, 0HECD, ete.), are totally o»posed
to such transifi-tions. -

Transnajp™flal corporations are the naingtey of coloniel angd
acist regigdlg, of «ll fascist and ultra-reactionary governments.
lhey largely coatribute: in orsenising counter--revolutionary
attacks and in financing arued interventions against young
Jrogressive States and national liberation movements (this was
the case in Angola, lozaubicue and Benin), and the fascist
wilitary coups d¢'stat (ag in Chile and qguite recently in Bolivia).

H
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They cevelop subversive activities aiuwed against governucnts r@icg
do not a2dhere to their profit ideology, and set their Iface agalnst
the progress of the "Third Yorld" countries that follow a ggn-

capitalist path of cevelonuent.

Pt

L

The participants in the Intermational Scminar on tg€msole
of Transnational Cornorations in South Africe, held IMyLondion
at the end of last year with the particination of the QP¥ted
Nations, the novement of non-aligned countries, antifofrtheid
movements and trode unions, stated in the final decl&r%tion that
the main resnonsibility for maintaining tae apartheid systen falls
upon the transnational corporations which, auong @Q¥rs, allow
the racist regine to thuart international actiond

The re--deployuaent of transnational mononoMe® is everywherc
contrary to the interests of workers end peonlS§, whether it
concerns the advancedl capitclist or under-deycWp el countries.
It results in a Ceenly unequal type of cevel@gyent botli between
and inside the nations concerned, baseé ongtge accwaulation anc
profit of intermational finesncial canital MMy consequently, is
radically anti-national and anti-social. '

Transnational corporations, Que cafg@ralist ansver to the
growing internationalisation ol Gwm@hoegernd social life., .shape
anc use, exclugively to their o@mmoroiW, the international
snecialisation of roduction: ggpdthagdintroduction and transfer .
of new technolozies. The motiffg o PO Fit and the inflatiodary -
prices of these corporationgfayxc Mg Marin, contradiction to the -
whole rationel internationgd¥sf tife0f »rocuction and trade, with
an internationzal division $.9ch Mputually advantaszeous to all
and to each of thce countipC® co@Ptuting the couwmunity of peopnle,
with the develoupuent oi ¥Wy ypt®lateral couvperation of zll
nations on air cgual basis.

For all the reasons bragidly nentioned above, the power,
strategy and cxpansion of gganisnational corporations congtitutes
the main obstacle in the A of the establishuent of & new inter-
national econowic order g@ tihe cemocratic alternative of relations
between all nations, vwigch is cxactly onposed to the unjust
international (ivision W) lobour, as perpetuated by thesc
corporations to the I @Mgiucnt of the interests of -rorikers and
peoples. Consaguer:lyWwlhe cstablishuent of the New Inter--
national Econouic @@er is. inconceivoble without the most
deteruined action of #orkers and jeoples for the limitetion and
elimination of th@lpdsoriented and arbitrary power of tho
industrial and fgMfcizl transnational corporitions,




Profits against employment and living and working conditions

It is well knomn tuat ETCHSﬂathﬁul cornorations have
a funﬁumental?y ;nt1~hora and anti-trade-union character.Q@ficy
continually rcfuse the fonb"“iluuu iaplewentation of the iwaEeT--
national standarcs in the field of employaent and laboury a

defined by the ILO, :and preferably establish theuselves R countrics

with racist, fascist and ultra-reactionary régimes which tra&ple
under foot the wost eleuentary fundaanental ”1?ﬂts of veEke
and citizens.

During the last years, merked by a profound crigls, trans-
national capital and its TCOTOSCﬂtut1VLg in power QBmc cstarted,
in almost all advanced capitalist countries (”vsterm Burone,
United States, Japan, Australia, ...) & uwassive giTensive against
trade union rights and llaertl°“ ancé the acquig¥i®ons of workers
and the trade union wovement, the fruit of long{f®ars of strugzle.
The repeated actg of VlOlutluﬁ against trade gu¥on rights by
transnational corporations heéve becoe an evegfday occurrence.

The increasing difficulties whigMhthe Sgpitalist econouy has
to cope with do not prevent the trzgsncti®n@l corporations, in
he midst of crisis, froa noting g @¥tgerMyg escalation in their
profits. dJust the contrary: the freVsefigus the situation, the
higher the profits of these corygr tigitfy The crisis is managed

exclusively for the benefit of W) caglel profitability: austerity

workers' sacrificcﬂ and the H»gfegty &4 hole nopulations serves
as a source of colossal profi N

It is not truc, es the redrefgntatives and HIaES media of tac
big bourgcoisie expect peonle belleve, that tod ay s profits arc
tomorroi's iavest ‘entu and the gayg--after~toaorrow’ dployment ;
Since the be lﬂnlmu of the econdfic crisis in the perio& of 1974~
1975, the profits of transnatf@P®l corporations but for a few
exceptions have been on the g RMease, while investments have
stagnated aluost everyvhere™M® the industrialised part of the
capitalist-world or, in th€glase of the under-util 1s@t10n of
wanufacturing Cw'”CltlUS, LdTe been exclusively oriented towards
~the intensification of t@e Jhroductivity of labour, which has
largely contributed to phe increase in unemgleyment hich, in most
couatrles, has alrecady Pegfichel very serious proportions. Facing

hege facts and evolupion of the situation, even tle Vestern experts

have to admit that tHEProdblen of unemployment will tend 1o
steadily escalate il $ X6 coming years.

As regardcs tpcW®4 OECD countries, the experts have- forecast
a zero or very lg#W¥rowth rate foz this year, while the nuwber oI
uneiployed ”1ﬁl mc@¥ch or exceed 20 u&llzou, i.e. 6.25% of the
active ponoulatiQE as couparcl 5o 5.1% 2t the end of 1979.
Unc.iployaent o Mrceting ever larger masses of the »nonulation, iz
accompanied YW ranicd inecrease in the cost of living. In tho
cbove 24 coygries, this increasc will rcach on an average 10, 1
1960, and thal is against the ﬂLcu zround oi inflationary incre
inn the profits of industrizl and banking big capital and of
restrictive wase nolicies.

L
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"Stagflation" - or siuultencous stagnation and infletion - is
but a name siven by techmocraotes to the evolution resulting fro.
the crisis of capitalist structures sné of the suste 2rity. ﬁQllCle
which scandalousiy favour tie arofits of transnstiona: yorat-

ions to the Jetriasent of e mloyuent anc peonles' livin, C. Wwork
ing conditions. The contrast between the evolution of Adloyment
an¢. the risc in the cant of livinyg on one hané zad vy ous

Profits on the other hond siesks for itself ... Y

Acco ling to the figure _iven by the Anerican &: "Portune",
the actual profits of 300 of the bibucst incdustrigdT™enternriscs
of the capitalist world, wost of which are trenggetionals,
increased by 22-% in 1979 as coupared to 1978. v

The alre=z acy fabulous profits of the oil tr ationals reachedl
new records in the saue yecar. 10 out of the orporations which
aede the hishest clear-profits in 1979 - 4 are but an
acknowledged nart of profits, sre the 311 Wanies.

Broa 1972 -- the yeer pregeding the %o CrlSl”” - t3 1978,
the global turnover oif "Seven blsters" (¥ n, Shell, .iobil,
Texaco, British Petrolew., 3tenderc 0i & Gulf 0115 pasged fro.:
T70.0 to 313.4 billion &oll rs and thej ear profits frou
4.62 to 21.45 billion collors. @& nod 0 say that, cven t;kin'
into account the cevalustion o of W this ect rc:rusunt
extrenely rapid ;rowth of tao?a ab¥e infices ia the Qt;I‘lOL,,

concerned. ‘

Although the 'trh.ngny-tlg c
eujloyment el a¢lgt; gnc clironic ngorubr of the
capitalist agnetory s ‘w 2Loit and throw national econo.ies

into COHfUalo“, the Ol!‘&% 8 &nc povernuents in their service
s%ill search for the (2 JOf the crisis souewhere clsc.

In the stru;sle for foreiun iarkets, the representatives and
snokescen of tr&nSﬂftianﬁ.‘Ejital anc the .en in sower try to

set, on retroura;; basis e wage--earners end peonles of one
country ageinst those nother, especiclly the workers of the
industrialisced cajital countrics and those >f the under-
developed countriecs. 422, Generel rulc, it is the oil exporting
Areb Stutcs el underEgeveloned countries that arc held rLS)OﬂSlDlu
for the difficultie y thcse chrusentativcs and spokesaen, and
@re accuszc of elgr¥Tn . co.petition by - L, large influx of

imports fro:: the ! rc uorld", and even tib socialist States.

retions Au351valy LCStTQy

The same rc ,,wnt"tivus enit. spokesuen also declarc at every
turn that tlc =iu g for the u1¢llcult1uu, lniluthﬂ and "lack of
0013et1tlv‘nb Of certain iundustries lies with the Ve
earners and T trade unim orgenisations, for not bulno reacy
to accept + eerifices "required" by the situation: that .cans
uneiaployiaer e tiue custerity ,ol¢c1bs wiich allow the wonopolics
to raisc profits and favour the expension of the transnation:z1l

corporaqg

In t contu“t wac facing, sucil a ruglity, it is absolutely
necesse to stre as has becn ¢one by the . .#.T7.U. weny tl-cﬁ,
thaet confronted ;3 t the trans nutlJucl corporations, it is iupossible
to bflbctlfuly “efens the interests of workers znd ,buglas without
resolutely rejucting the ueny atteayts of the sase corporations,

governnents ain their hone CJUﬂtrlu“ en€ euployers’ or anisations
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to promote theu cs instrusents of econouic and social orogress.
This is in glaring contradiction to the evolution of the si#.i;lcn
and day-to-dey realities in the capitalist world.

To effectively defend the interests of workers and !
it is also indispensable to end treating these corporeti
separately froa their hoie States anc sassing over gove ental
responsibilitics in silence. “e aust unuask the close -18nk which
exists Dbetween the policy and econouy of every devel:
State and the strategy and activity of these internagional
mononolies. v

-Indeed, we cannot effectively defend these i
ignoring the fact that the strateigy of the inter
of the industrial and financial transnational =
central aspect which rests in the race for az

ests whilc
onal- expansion
ps, and its
profits, are

A

based on the full econoimic and political SupD given the.a by
their States and by the supranational organi ions controllecd by
the latter.

The austerity policies, the victius hich todley are the
workers of the industrialisecd capit@list tries, anc the neo-
colonizal exploit=tion of the unde e d nations by foreign

cgly or at least williﬁgness

capital with, in many cases, the pli
of the local oligerchies, are tw I’J s of the same process:
that of capitalist accumulation“‘h

pProfits of transnational coro
rooted, structural crisis of,
gource of & colossal squandd

e Jansion and the race for

0! the conditions of a.deen-
»1, which constitutes the

0 nan anc materizl resources.

}.J.

[0}

eapitelry)




Soumie Tacts anc aspects of the strus.le of vorkers sgainst the

transnational cordorations

The strategy of tranmsnational corporations for adagtifs to
the new concitions of the crisis of the systen and for &Fing
advantage of theuw, cougs up aszinst the growin. opposieyrn: of
- workers in various industrial and cconoaic scctors botWin the
advanced capitalist countries end in the "Third origW,

Since the 30th session of the ..PF.T.U. Generguebouncil, held
in April 1979, wc have witnessed uany strugzggles gnWactions A
launched by workers against the anti-socizl and AW1-trade-union
manoeuvres of the transnetionol corporations anRI¥r the satis-
faction of their dewands. Lxperience has provyflahat eveinl if the
workers have not always won cowplcte satisfecgl®n in these actions,
The struggles did@r¥n: souwe results.

The following concrete xamples reprg@@nt only a saall
number of inclustrial actions cgainst the gZr#nctional .ionopolies
and corporations since the buolﬂJln& of TS year.

In ‘Yestern Burope; very iupoRiant "Sgtions were launched by
workers against transnationsl colpora@®ns and their States in the
iron- and steel-industry, shi»WQIcing® car and toxtile incustry,
as well as in other sectors. Thie yOar, we have seen a wave of
strikes and Oﬁuur actions oy T pMkcrs against the consequences
of the crisis vhich are weifgM - Mg and ..ore heavily on their
shoulders. A

tlore than 1:1f ;illion'1utal sorkers throushout Italy stopped
work for two hours JUIyOI 74 Tn protest against the planmed
dismigsal of 1),000 “orkero VY ¥he FIAT management. In august,
aluwost one willion metal workers staged & strike in order to thwart
the planned Clsumissals by thms transnational.

In Prance,; 30,000 arg&;u of the transnational corporation
Rhdne-Poulenc .ent on trikL n June 3rd, iu grder to ﬁtoj the
further disuaantling of e touxtile sector which had mlrbuhy led
to a recuction of 10 000w jobs in the factories of this French
chemical incdustry r3u3, ag 2 result of its rbmubalJyAbnt operations
towards countrics Wi Wi ciculously low vages

On January 2ng, about 120,000 iron and steel vworkers froaw
the British Stecl GgraorthQ_ .pﬂt on strixe in Great Britain
to improve theird Wes. This strike, which went on for 13 wegks,
was the longest®fe that hal occurred in the country since the
Second Wworlcd "/ g

At the RBGimming of this year, the salaried vorkers of the
Spanish subglﬁlbry of Chrysler-Talbot l auriche¢ =z strike in order
to demanc +@RWrc--integration of s=cked workers

In e United States, 60,000 rcfinery workers caac out on
strike on J@nuary 3rb, for the first time in 13 years, following

{8

the refusal by the oil wonopolies and trgnsnutlon 1 corporations

to satisfy their just demancds, egpecially with regard to the
payment of sickness benefite.
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40,000 workers in the North Ancrican plants of the copper industry
transnationals Kennecott, ARCO, Phelps Dodge-and ASARCO also Wwent on
strike demanding increases in vages anc in defence of the rifpts of
young workers.,

The strateygy of the monopolies and transnationals opgrating in
Japan, aimecd at suruounting the crisis at the expense of W@se-earncrs,
also couies up against the growing opposition of the work®rs in various
industrial sectors.ve can wention the struggle of workdPawin the
Kenaisha factory belonging to the giant steel transnagional, the
Nippon Steel Corporation, whv started more than two years ago to
prevent the blast' furnace froa being closed down, tHENgctions of
worsers of the QKI Llectric Industry corporation, WG C since lagt
year in protest asainst disuissals, and the strik#Mes workers of tic
Sasebo Heavy Iacustrics, one of the most iuportagt phiobuilding
monopolies. In this last case, after unore than gun Wt wonths of
conflict with the cuployers, the shipyard nersoffel aounted an 1=ty
strike last IFebruary in protest against the coftexr orise mmanageuent’:
cdecigion to refuse the payucent for overtime vk, freeze wages =i
the year-end bonusz.

South

In/Africa, where the vorkers eraddoyecd Wy the subsidiaries of
foreign companies, backed in their S ron@igence by the racist
régine, launched iuportant actions@®er th satisfaction, of their
demands. 3,500 workers in the UitgnWageqfactory near Port-Elizabet.,
belonging to the North Auerican #yhe ciocny Goocyear, vent on gtrili..

was , N :

A 41-day strike/mounted ladwsoflas, by 150,000 uetal workers
in Sao-Paolo, Brazil, workingQudlinly W the subsidiaries of the car
transnationals Tord, Generalg0¥ord,Pehrysler, Saab-Scania, Hercedes: -
Benz and Volkswagen. The aovENent g Barted at the beginning of april,
was aimed at supporting wage dendii®® anc eaployaent guarantees.

In Coste Rica, the agriculufzl workers at the banans plantaticns
belonging to the North Auericammbransnationasl corporation Standard
fruit came out i a strike, gh¥h lasted frow December 21 to dJanuary
17, in order to de.uand the il cientation of the collective agrecasnt
end the reduction oi the wowkin., dey. This strike, in which alnost
20,000 workers were involvel) was observed also. by the agricultural
workers of the United Braf®) trensnationcl corporetion and by the
Ligon port workeérs. '

The strugsle of the®o--called "Third .Jorlc® neoples for.their
full econoiic and polfpical incepencence, the iuportant results of
this struggle, theirg Mand to receive a wmore Jjust reiuneration for
their naturdl richeggytheir will %o dispose of thew in the interest
of their countriedegnc populations, their dewand to establish a nc.
international ecofe¥c order, the aspiration of workers in the
capitalist count@MRs, industrialised or not, for.soecial progress .17
have seriously Mgyercc tue cnti fictional snd anti-social manoewss

of the interngiMpal wonopolies in their heetie race for profits,

This stpuWle of workers and veoples of the canitalist worl

this daily «#gy.:-lc which is supported by the existence and nower,
of the socialist countries, by their sctive soliderity, heas trans:

itself into e luajor obsbacle to the aspirations and boungdless doai:
of the transnationcl cornorations over tihc eeonouiles ant the life: o’
OrXers and peonlesg,
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5 uick reslonsc y - o
Nevertheless, the cohesion and £33 ¥38%11 cctions of

tie anti—nononoly ent anti--imoerialist .ovement, of all de.aocratic
and progressive forces is not yet sufiicicntly qtrun to cgnc with
the -enormsous and very serious sroble.s confronting the
the capitalist countrics and the whole wankiné in the fc
the transnationzl corporations.

The saue can be said, in spite of nrogress achicw
new dimension of workers' stru_gles, of thb trade un _
whose role in defence of the ‘vital interests of wa mmderncrs
confronted with the internstional .gonopelies is irre>lacesble. The
appeal of ithe 9th orld Trade Ul’ll)“l Congress, m,lcbvngrll 1973,
to the workers and their trade union organisstig "whatever their
international clllliuthn, to crecte 211 the nece ry conditvions 1o
act in unison by leveloping at all levels (loca national,
regional, 1ntur“¢tlongl) their initiatives for ion, which is

the only way to curd the activity of the tra: 4.* ional cormorations,
the cornmer-stone on which attcipts to save apitalist systea

depenc", “is, at the umouent when an offen51v veingy launched by
international ..onojoly capital anc reactia farcbs cgainst the

acquisitions cnd demends or workers, ag Juoplcs’ espirations
for freedow end justice and a: wlﬂst tdu : cs 31 Progzress and

peace, &a Gocuuent of urgent 1mgo ce,

In the stru;,le for ensurige ne
and social progsress of peonles v
character and utr;temy oi trhﬂlil 14
bound to play the re--cminentor:

strugzgling for social progre
cornoratlonu £oT an unequay

contradiction to the vita
workers of cll countries,

Ag was expressed in the beclarstion of the .orld Trace Union v
Conference on Developuaent, qiii in Belygeede last April, in the:

t vl 1ndepencence aud -econgaic
to faCu vith the reactionary
B capital, trade unions arc
QL by 51Lu with all forces
¢ the stratezy of transnational
.ﬂlh cevelopaent is in
of the working class and

ﬂ?’

deliberations of vhich an i.Wtent ...r.T.U. LLlLL«tldﬂ uCthLly
took part: ”Pr; their expSEaTiice, trade unions are awarc of ¢
unbreakable link existing@Qc® . cen their ovm demands for the
enhancement of Iplr geneTM nogition anc iuprovement o the
workers' living; and wor] comiitions, for full -1ﬁioyuunt and' for
soclo=-econo.uic cuauues ¥ the nationel level on the one hanc, and

the demands of the de ping countries for a rﬁmorgaalgmtlon or

the present internsti ceono.ic relations, on the other. They vell
know that the Hresen isis cannot be ovarcolv, nor optiamal-and _:
harmonized LLVUIO nt of both the developing end the industrialiser.
countries ans tic @ international cconounic order achieved unless

there is & seroet lL concerted action of all deocratic forees
1ncluu1n~ tr-Jz bns. '

The . F. % which has elvays wogt Perseverin.ly acted in
favour of co anc the unlty of cetion of the trade union
wovement, o:%zﬂ"‘t attention in its activitics to the strengthening

traoce unions’ aetion against the haraful ;ct1v1t1eg

8 |

of workersd

of transn al icorporations, againgt the serious econowiic and
social ngs!ggcncus of their strate. 3Y in the couditions of the
profound 815 ol the capitelist systeaw. The Coaaission on Trans--

national Cornorations, set uy on its initictive four years z; g0, hes
accoiuplishec vc_hhblu work in cxplaining and putting into concrete
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foria, the »prio rity objectives defined at the very bezinning of its
existence: to Tln forus of Julnt actions in order to favour
encourage the development and coordination of the struzglesy: 3:_
workers anc thc1r trade union organisations against the mi gds of
transnational cornorations.

The analysis of the Commission, in the sessions o
the representatives of the w.P.T.U. affiliated and non-
organisations, and of regional and international orga
teke part, has -asong othe¢s confiruedld that the truae union
coorulnatlonu or llalSOn comaittees, co.posed of the oresentativ: s
of wage-—carners of the [iven transnational corvora y can be
consicdered as an clfectlvb instruasent of unity in ching anc
extending, within the transnationel corporations > actions on
concrete altUEElono and demands both at nationa egional and
international level. This anoreciation is undo aly correct:
the struggle for the defence of workers' inte s must be first
of all carried on in the enterprises and uniia,gl srocduction,

Ui

@

within the transnational groups.

nothing to do wit.
hin the transnation:cl
&X't anc parcel of the
ous levecls for the
2gainst the austerity

serious econoiic and
crisis anc the cdoaination
¢conoimies.

‘No need to say that this appreciatio
the narrow corporatist spirit. The :stlo
corporations is and must be concei
strugsgle carriec on by =zll 1orkbr va
satisfaction of their inuediate
policies and for Llnulﬁs soluti to
social probleus raised by the 1tig
of transnational capital ove; ‘E’

""J

Auwong the coordination ) uivs, egtablished at the level
T

of several countries, one wWWion he whole world, the following
can be mcntloner Kodak, Solvay nlop Pirelli, Philips, Singer,

Chrysler, Az 0unu‘1llot D.i.C.,... Others, as For example that ol
Nestlé in Burove, or that of R -—Poulunc (Lurope - Latin Aneric-)

are just being cstablishéd, v

It is énvisaged o sess s1ion of the Coumission on
Transnational Corgoratloa nﬂlCu will be held this year, will put
on its agenca a large ex ke of experiences and ideas on the
problens of the coordincgmsh cownittees, on the functioning
of those which alread %, on the strengthening of their

canacities for action the extension of their geogravhic
representation, on the osress acinleved in the establishaent of
new committees and t res oonsibility of creating others within

oﬁger transnationa porations. The reports zid inforuation
which vill be ores ¢C. to the otn seasion by its participants

snould helwn to - !h.!? general survey on this iuportant aspect of
workers' and tr ai uons' stru ;les against the anti-social an:.

1

enti-national les and aanoeuvres of the transnational monossl-

#

hltlouuh pnsidering the coordination comiittees as the
08t LJJI’TL.@ .'"ur*;i_ wat in the o, dniuctian end orosotion of

the worker s azaingt the wmisdeeds of the, monpolisg, the
CJLJlssun1“.gr qﬂdtloﬂgl Coraorhtluns has also considered tie

’J051b111ty or contributing to the foruulation of other forms of
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struggle in coufegprity witls thc characteristic fastures anc conerche
conditions of cdiverse industrizl enternriscs and sectors in the

econoay, dowinated by the bi, cormoratins. \

In this scnse, an agrecwent vas reached by the 4th sion of
the Commission on Transnational Corporations, held in Li in
fiarch 1979, "..-'l’liCi.L set out the principles for the definit and

launching of a worldéwide unite . cauoaign on the extr(v;y serious
misdeeds of tho 'urungn\.tt:}.onc,l corporations in tle ;Jhaaa utical
1mus‘try, which, aiter the cstc blishient of the most resentative
trade union CDOI‘Ll.[lu..b'L).L’l COM:.ll't'tLL as possible, should culainate in
the convenin: of an international conference . __ v in the Ffirst
half of 1981, open to all tracde unions snd all ot ranisations
directly concerned. s

The aiu of this initiative, in addition ta%osing anc
condemning tie catreuely haraful effects of tb tivitics of the

trans nc.tlong_l corporations in the nharaacautifle incustry, is to
deternine eiicctive Torus of strussle by wege=carncrs in the
respective scctors and to foruulate the vias & nmeans of powerful

and sustained wnited action by all forccr-
to thwart the pernicious policy of thes
interested in nothing but tm,lr nr alts,

ncernad, strong enou h
polies who are

effects of their 'Jrowuct mcé of
always grave =nd ietiaes even sati

Iioreover, the )c-I"t.lCl Jmltk t%tn session of the Co.aission
consicered that the realisat J.w an international conference
ternational zection in other

could pro\rlm & rich ex )k.l“lx_.fl 0 2
industries doainated by tn@tlo@ corporations.

e policy, vhich are

’ q Lieonouic ané Social Denartuent

Aumust 1980

not worry about the actuzl
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TO BOMB - OR TO BUILD ? -y Q\

In April 1980, buildinz workers from several Q‘E%pean

countries and from USA gathered at o scminar in Vie organ
ised by the Building TUI to discuss the way out of cerisis in
the bl,.lldino~ industry. Their discussions revealed e stunning
facts.

+ The world is now short of roughly 30 lion flats,

+ In recent years, as a result of th
building incustry has gone into se
here are over one million unemp
in USA and 1.5 million in weste
The situation is worse in deve

pitalist crisis,

recession;
building workers
:d southern Europe.
g countries.

+ With the money now wasted on Zae, arms race, in one
year, 60 million flats can bi 11t

+ One job in building e provide 4 to 8 jobs
in allied trodes. v Q’
Addressing a2 Confer :
this year, on the thenme * ‘
Kurt Waldheim, UN Secretar

ised at the UN in June
ACE AND THE HUMAN RACE®,
said:

"The issues of 7
because failure to inv o t?ﬁ constructively would be disag-

trouae for all ... qtruth' heorics foster the belief that
the issues involved are tco complex for the average person to
understand. Public interes thereby weakened, and the problem
is relegated to those engg in negotiatiors or special study.
In the process, the conc on of the problem is distorted
because the consequencef) of the arms race aro obscured ... The
world's combined weapo; T moss destruction suffice to kill
every man, women and d ten times over ...",

The world haOrlou ch d‘as‘l'ructlvo povier in terms of
stockpiled nucleargmd other wecapons of mass destruction to kill

all of us ten timeSafver, But we arc faced with the ugly reality
- a shortage of 2Q0 million flats, Which m ans over 1200 million
people denied g ic right to housing. And millions of building

workers are ungliployed, and if these bulldln workers are at worl,
they help cregiec “several million more jobs.

Weed a better illustration of the 1link between
y - wages and peace, and the destruction of both juuz
he arms race ?

A S



WHO FINANCES THE ARIUS RACE %

the capitalist countries and in the socialigt countrie

\ |
The working people have to pay for the arms race‘g !

In the capitalist countries, the workers are ged to
pay by the ruling circles,

In the socialist countries, the state has locate
larger allocation for defence because of the arm e stimulated
by the militery-incdustrial complex in the devel@ capitalist

countries.
This money could be betler spent for$welfare of
the workers in =21l countries. Only the tranghabtional military

industrial complex - a tiny group of milli es - draw any
benefit from the arms race through high p ts.

- the WFTU Bureau
ing unjust inter-
em are used by the
% to finance the arms

As the report to the 22nd session
(in 1980 in Cotonou) pointed outg the
national economic order and mon v
transnational military-industri o1
race.

istration financed its

st Vietnam, Laos and Farwucl: =~
V dumpin.; these cdollars on its
the US (by buying up these

s military adventure.

%It is said that the
aggressive war of intervent
by printing billions of db
allies. That means the ¥
dollars) were made to p

T
“Since then the almight? US dollar has not recovered
from its continuing crisis the monetary disorder in the
capitalist world was its iii t sequal,
e

“However, it has remembered that the domination of
the US-based transnati banks on the capitalist world economy
is such that they can ance the arms race by robbing the
workers' wages throug lation and by intensifying the plunde
of the developing cobﬂies.

“For the WOIQS and trade unions, therefore, the struge
against the arms gace is directly linked with the struggle to
safeguard the p sing power of wages and the struggle to e
the outfilow of resources from developing countries.”

curing the Vi am war have resulted ir excessi—e demand and
overheatin, the economy. The war was pariislly financed a.
the expeng®Mg: a hidden tax in the form of inslation.” That i:
some iramieacmission, indeed. oo T

L s

Presigi} Corter said in April 1977 that “big deficits

o



‘marched in London to stop the Tory Gov

=
o b) -

- The West Buropcans are now surprised to find that
US transnational corporations bought up “our industrie vith
“our owm money’, That is how the transnational milit ;
complex can and does meke all of us pay to finance th s race,
so that all of us can be killed 10 times over, \"ri'thv_r own money ‘.

GROWING PROTEST ACLIONS

Aike the capitalist bosses . But they have b to feel the
pinch, It is impossible to have Guns and Bu at the same time.
Just because guns will give greater profits the bosses, workers
cannot give up their eating habits.,

The rank and file trade union members @mt economists,

On 22 June 1980, despite pouring 27,000 people .
t turn the British
clear missiles,

marched to an airbasc

~

Isles into an unsinkable carrier Ffor U

A week later, on June 29, over g tho

where a US base for cruise misi%§FS ¥ be developed. The same

kind of actions took place in other ts in Great Britain where
ed.

the US missiles are to be staw

As a result of the S
unions and other democrati '
Netherlands and Belgium g
to decline or put off dedi:
their soil.

tions of the workers, trade
the governments of Norway,

iber countries of the NATO .-

having Ciuise missiles o.

In June 1980, mass dggsiztrations were held in France by
14 organisations including the CGGT, to protest against the new
US missiles in Europe and French neutron bomb, Delegations
went to Brussels, where VNA‘JJO has its headquerters, to make
their protests heard,

The " joint meetf
1980 at Limoges stre
European continent
of the dangers thr

o CGT of France and FDGB held in June
' that workers aad peoples of the

id no’ relax their vigilance in the face
ning woxrld peace.

TWorkers rade unions in India and other Indian ocean
countries have I demonstrations in the recent period to protest
against the US ‘xis build up and the creation of bases of

aggression, ally the nuclear base in Diego Garcia.
The Union Congress held in Brighton in September
1980, in a lution, expressed its alarm at the introduction
and stock g of new generations of nuclear weapons. The resolution
condemed British government's -“part in the regeneration of

the TU or their stand against the sitbing of cruise missiles in

the cola atmosphere” and congratulated the General Council of
Britain, The resolution further stated:

wwindl x wie



"It (the Trade Union Congress) deplores the decisiornef
the Government to purchase Trident missiles at a cost of £fiwve
billion pounds and calls on the next Labour Government t¢ céncel

the order, It demands an immediate cut in arms expenditure and th
use of funds saved to ease the disaster of youth unempleyient.

“Congress is firmly opposed to any defence poliey based
upon the use, or threatened use, of nuclear weapons including the
neutron bomb, and believes that the safety and secuxity of the
people of Europe, both East and West, and the pregewvation of
world peace, would be assured by disarmament botl\3m the nuclear
and conventional fields., Congress calls for the ®g@tification of
the SALT II Treaty, for negotiations for a SALEJEEI Treaty, and
for the dismantling of all military blocks.

“Congress, in welcoming the initiative %aken by the National
Union of Mineworkers to organise an internafdonal coinference of
mineworkers on peace and disarmament, callg &1 the General Council
to take a new initiative to alert the trade tnion movement and
the public at large to the need for the Abglition of nuclear
weapons and for the reduction of expenditure on armaments in
genexral,”

The National Conferencefor’ Tr8&e Union Action held at
Gary (Indiana), on 20~-22 June198Q, ®@mder the auspices of the
rank and file action groups mobilised under the banner of the
“"Trade Union Action and Deméer@cyfyestrongly denounced the arms
race, The Conference denoudeef theWilitery-industrial complex
and the scare of the so-called Boviet threat” which the
reactionaries use as an eXcUsefto boost the arms expenditure. |
The Mayor of Gary said that the US treasury claimed it has no
funds for jobs, food stamps, sqcial security and education and
health care bit it has billiomg to spare for the arms race.

On June 21, 1980, thevfirst day of draft registration
ordered by President Car¥®®y thousands of US citizens - young
and old, men and women #gmame out to demonstrate against the
draft and for peace. Dgilonistrations were held in Washington, D.C.,
at the Selective Servilce national headquarters, and at post
offices across the ceguuitry. Hundreds of anti-draft protesters
demonstrated in fron¥,0f the US General Post Office in New York.
Close to 250 people,blocked the draft registration area inside
the post office., Th€faction attracted close to 500 people of all
ages who chanted ®I0 draft for men and women? and “Hell no, we
won't die for TeXa®o® (oil cartel).

ACTIONS FOR BEAGH BRING RESULTS

ThesWerld Federation of Trade Unions, since its inception,
has stood Mggdthe front ranks of the fighters for peace. The WFTU
was amongfifhe orgenisations which launched the first Stockholm
Lppeal for Peace in 1950 - and also, sponsored the second one in

1975.
-oo/ac.
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aspects of disarmar

At all World Trade Union Congresses and mectings the

JGeneral Council and Bureau, the struggle for peace and armament

has been a centre of constant attention, review and a point
for new initiatives, The WFTU has always stressed the ose links
between the struggle for jobs, wagses, social securi d other
working conditions and the struggle for peace and mament .

The 9th World Trade Union Congress (Prague, 1978) in which
210 million trade union members from all contine were
represented, made peace and disarmament, the ce theme of
an ‘“Appeal to the Workers and Trade Unions of Whole World®,
The Appeal stated: '

'The arms race- nuclear and conventi
thousand million dollars a day, is #

-~ which costs one
saster for the

working people of our planet. It i waste of financial,
human and technical resources, ex iture in non-productive
sectors, and in the capitalist c es is feeding inflation

and unemployment,

“The arms race is pa.rtic@lvgd to bear for the
developing countries. 1 swng down their social and
economic progress, redéiiﬂg CeWelopment aid from the
industrial countries adve bz serious difficulties in

the elimination of t ce )es inherited from the colonial
‘past ~ malnutrition, 11 cy and disease,

L4
. - . .
“For workers in 0C in
necessary for defignce
diverts substantial® r rces which could be used to

C
accelerate the completi of the tasks of socialist con-
struction and to meiﬁifhe needs of the working people.

gt countries, "the expenditure
represents a heavy burden. It

‘Hence, all the‘wd‘asks of the world without exception have
a vital interest @n%ending the arms race, and particularly
the nuclear arm e, and in disarmament.”

alled upon 211 trade union organisations
tedly in the preparation and realisatiorn
conference devoted to the socio-economic

The 9th‘Congr
to participate whole
of a world trade urd

Since the@veral trade union organisations have endorscad
this appeal to nvene a world trade union conference on socisl

and economic g ts of disarmament, Joint efforts of trade unior
organisations various affiliations and orientation are now
under way to elop the preparatory work for the Conference,

i g i e
/s /



In 1980, the WFTU addressed an Open Letter to Européan
trade union organisations on the escalation of the arms rgge
in Europe, follow1ng the NATO decision to instal more sophletie
cated nuclear missiles, The appeal called for united action by
trade unions in Europe to stop this arms race, work fom the
ratification of the SALT II Treaty, secure the full implementation
of Helsinki Agreements, and to demand effective measures to achicve
military detente, to consolidate peace and security 1n the
Buropean continent, A similar letter was sent to ald.members of
Parliaments of European countries.

The struggle of workers and trade unions,W&f the national,
regional and international level, has achieved/dmportant results.
These achievements of struggle provide a basig Fer the further
development of the intermational campaign agd@inst the arms race
and for disarmament.

The United Nations declared the 1970s¥ds the Second
Development Decade. And simultaneously theyUN also declared this
decade as the First Disarmament Dgcade.fBt,was clear enough, and
the workers'! struggles made it ahundantI¥gyclear, that without
disarmament, there can be no real Cevel@pment.

And what did‘the movemefit Cor'Ypeace achieve ?

International treatiegfWereg Goncluded which bammed the
emplacement of mass destruedddn weapons on the sea-bed and ocean
floor, prohibited bacteriolggical Weapons and banmned the use of
the natural environment f£Or hogbide purposes. Treaties were
signed on strategic arms 1Ifhit@@fion and prevention of nuclear
war, Some confidence-building measures were implemented in
Europe, A framework was created for multilateral and bilateral
disarmament negotiations. Theyfirst Special Session of the UN
General Assembly on Disarm@fieht was held and some useful
decisions were taken. As §h® experts have pointed out, the
results of disarmament n€getiations in the 1970s confirm that
real measures in this ffeld are possible, The gains of the past
decade have formed a vperl'k@ble basis for further steps towards arms
reduction and disarmament.

he Helsinki “Agreements on Huropean Security and Cooperation
of 1975 constituted, an important achievement of the struggle of
the workers and pédple of Europe for the consoliddion of detente
and peaceful coeXistence as well as for mutually bencficial
economic coopexdtion.

DEVELOPMENT @4"WPRADE UNION ACTIONS
AciPiems against the Arms Race are growing. But we are far

from expldgdng the full potentialities of trade union interve-v
on thesefgital questions.

KO O
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_ There is still a feeling among many trade unionists that
questions of peace and disarmament are not so related % heir
daily lives and we can leave them to the politicians daiplomots
to handle the problem, This complacency should end.

The recent accident at a missile site in the ed States
which resulted in a US nuclesr warheal being throv the United
States itself, threatening the lives of millions,:%gp d alert
people everywhere to demand immediate steps to beglft talks on

- nuclear disarmament. The risks of tho nuclear args race are
becoming more and more dangerously apparent., We st act before
it is too late. ' x el

We have already had a number of compu errors in USA

which almost plunged the world into a hucl catastrophe, W:

must- realise that there are more mag men i i’he Pentagon than
mad eletronic computers, )‘b

The dividends from disarmament ar:heally enornous,

! Speaking at the 34th Session o

Cuban President Fidel Castro, ddmande

Aligned Countries for real int ti asgistance for the

development of the developing tri€s. He estimated such

assistance at 300 billion ,6.% s§ 1977 prices) for the_entire
e

¥ UN.General Assembly,
behalf of the Non--

decade of the 1980s, at the t least 25 billion dollors
a year, This estimate fér hol¥nd8cade is just throe—fifihe
of the presentday annueal  eHehdj e on the arms race.

. . vy ) .

The annual volum tﬂV@r}* expenditure in the world -
. is egquivalent to two-th ‘gg. e GNPs of the countries which
. constitute the poorest half the  world's population., In recent
years, these expenditures were about 14times greater than the
economic”aid furnished by‘(‘,ﬁnced countries to the developing
countries, : - :

- The money earmer for the development and design of the
US airforce fighter P-. rould be enough to finance eight major -
bProgrammes similar to World Health Orgzanisation programme
to stamp out smallpoy®in the world. The cost of one Trident
submarine would fin the schooling of 16 million children in
developing countri or a year, One modern tank costs 500, 00¢C
dollars, which is eg®al to the cost of equipping 520 classrooms.
The building of modern destroyer costs 100 million dollars,
which is enough ring electricity to towns and rural areas

with a populati of 9 million people, N
9

Accord
of the worlad
hunger, dis
Peace Resga

Q

& -

to UN experts, a sum equal to 8 to 10 per cent
itary expenditure would be enough to eradicate
and illiteracy., As the Stockholm International
Institute has stated, some types of aid to
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developing countries could be doubled if the major industriglised
countries cut their military expenditure by 5 per cent., The
implementation of the Soviet proposal for a cut in the milifary
budgets of the states which are permanent members of the Ui
Security Council could go a long way to increasing that 8,

Disarmament would greetly alleviate the tax burden on the
working people and help raise their living standardsmmifhe arms
budget tekes a big bite of the tax income of governments and texes
are raised to finance the arms budget. Taxation acd@@mted for 26
per cent of the national income of the USA in 1944%,28 per cent
in 1954, 31 per cent in 1964 and 37 per cent in 29%4. In recent
years, Americans havebeen paying an average of 3§ ®ents out of
every income dollar in federal and local taxes HIF this goes on
at the present rate, 50 per cent of wages woul@gehd up as tex
before this century is out.

According to estimates of US economistyg, military
expenditures create less jobs than any oth@mparea of government
expenditure, with the exception of space gxploration, One billion
dollars invested in military programmes £0Wld create an average
of 45,000 jobs in industry or 58,000 jobs in the civil service,
while the same money spent for cawmilianypurposes could create
59,000 and 88,000 jobs respectiydly. Jt Was estimated that
a 30wbillion—dollar cut in thefUS miditery budget and the use of
The money for peaceful purposes, coukdW ereate 718,000 new jobs,

Disarmament, of courg®y codli result in temporary employment
problems., The switching ofpyMaferdaiy and manpower resources from
military to peaceful purpdSes is Mot 2 simple mechanical process.
It would require well-consideré@ggncasures, time and some outlays.
A national programme of conversion will have to be developed and
new jobs provided, Workers willphave to be given subsidies and
assistance in finding employment and in retraining. Manpower
released will have to be rgdistributed geographically ané among
sectors, These are not difficult to achieve. The experience of
postwar conversions and modeérn studies on the problem show that
there exist objective cdp@itions for solving the employment
problem in the event odmdIsarmanment.

There is a goglggeal of agreement within the world trade
union movement on the #ieed to campaign effectively for disarmament.
This agreement shoulld, be turned into concrete action programmes,
Multifaceted progpamjes should be developed, to carry forward
these action progxémmes, on the basis of unity, united action and
international sedidarity.

A L
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31st SESSION OF THE WFTU GEDNERAL COUNCIL

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Add to the list of non-affiliated and internatiemal organisstions :

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

- Fernando de la ROSA -~ Secp@tary for International Re
tigys of C.G.T. (Central Gener
de@@ebajadores)

MEXICO -~ Lorenzo VALDEPENAS MACHUGA
“Qcprecsentative of the Labour
Congress (Congreso del Trabajo
de Mexico)

O.A.T .U-U'
(Organisation of Africermra@epinion Unity)

- Abdoulaye Lelguma DIALLO, Deputy Secretary General

'ﬁ' .F.D.Yl
(World Federation of Demdcratic Youth)

- Ranjit GUHE, Vice-President

————— ——

Amendments

————— —————

BANGL&DESH - &.MF KAMRUZZAMAN Publicity Secretary, Jatio Sramik

League
ST .VINCENT WmCaspar BROWN - President of the National Progressive

Workers Union

—— s ———



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE WUNIONS

31st SESSION OF THE WPTU GENERAL COUNCIL
(lfoscow, October 1-5, 1980)

DRAFT

VESSAGE TO THE 35TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSINBLY

o the Chairman of the 35th Session
f the United Nations Gsneral Assembly

o =

lleeting in lloscow from 1st -~ S5thelctober 1980, the W, F.T.U.
General Council expresses the, suppost of hundreds of millions of
workers the world over to thesWorkery and people of Kampuchea and

&

demands the immediate withd¥awzl of the resentatives of the

)

e
Pol Pot - Ieng Sary cliqugafrom the seat illegally occupiled ati

i

the United Nations., Thig(ds a ‘@epand of ithe broadest specirun
of public opinion and «ofyprogressive mankind

ja

# The General Councili{@emands that this seat be rendered
the only lsgal and authentjic representative of the people of
Kampuchea which is theg,People's Republic of Kampuchea under the
direction of the Peopde®s Revolutionary Council, presided ovex.

H

by Heng Samrin, whigh Mas been in actual and total control over.
the entire country €ince 7 January 1979, and which is leading

the people of ZXampmehea in its rebirth and national reconstruction
following the disastrous consequences of the genocidal policies

of the Pol PoWs, Ieng Sary clique,

lloscow, S5&h®0ctober 1980



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

3 : ; . 31st Session of the WFTU General Council

(Moscow, October 1-5, 1980)

CYPRUS

MESSAGE TO THE 35th SESSION GF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Mesting in'uosccw from the lst to the Sth Dctoberilssu, the
= 3lst session of the WFTU Gensrel Council greets ths resumption
of the intercommunal talks in Cyprus under the zuspicses of the
Unitsd Nations and expresses tha hops and the belief that these
talks will lead to a peaceful, just end democratic solution
of the Cuprus problem taking into consideration ths intsrests and
the rights of ths two Cypriot communitiss,

The WFTU which has always supported the peaceful sclution
of the Cyprus problem appeals to ths UNO to exsrt its influence
end meke every sffort for the sustained continuation of the Cyprus

intercommunal talks and for their successful completion,

ety ¥ A i AR g



WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

31st SESSION OF THE WFTU GENERAL COUNCIL

(Moscow, October 1 - 5, 1980)

DRAFT

AGENDA

Ratification of decisiofisr on affiliation and
changes in the composition ©f the statutory bodies.

Report to the Genexal Couneil.
Presented by:
Ibrahim ZAKARTA
Deputy General Secretary

hanges to the WFTU.Constitution:
Draft by the Constitution Commission
and Report,.
Prosented by:
Torahim ZAKARIA
Deputy General Secretary

Auditor! Report

Statement, of Accounts
Presented by:
Gueorgui BORGOV
Chief Auditor

Plon ‘ef Work and Budgets for 1961.



JOINT COI'LUNIQUE

The trdda unions ESA¥=issociaten (Greece), PEO (Cyprus)
and DISK/IADET-I5,which met during the 31st WFTU Gémeral
Counﬁil.QLUSA the September 12 milliary coup in Turkey dis-
eussed the latest developments and agreed to relesse
this Joint communique:

The working cless gnrnd trode uvaion movement T the three
neighbouring countries condemn the rro=IATO, promAerican
military cowp in 1vﬂ'cJ and the brutal offersive of the military
Junta cgainst the trede unions and workers, aguinat all the
progressive and antiinmperialist fc*ces, Théy ‘demand that the
arrests and torturss by the junta should B@®stopped at onoe
thot all the arrcoted anﬁ inprisorsd tradg. tnionists and
worlkers should be set free and that the.trcde union and
political rights and frecdoms should be resiored in full in
Torkey. .

ESAXeAnsooia
will continue $he
8 groviirg strsngil
the comnon encuy, +
ndevondence,: dcmooracy &n
iricnduutn betwecen the
just snd demoecratic solu

PO and DISI/IIADEY-IS sanounce that they
rip and solddarity cmong thenm with
at whey vl fizhit together against
rpeérdelism and 1ATO for peace, national
dm8oo0ial progreso, StTEqubﬁn$Lb the
-oples of bh T”“”Q coanur_cs for a

ESAZ=Agsocliates andWPEO iant to agcure the morkirz cleass
and trade union movenelityor @EETkey, that they will support
with all thelr nmeans thed juste struggle for a demceratic and
inaependant Turkey
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FEDERACION SINDICAL MUNDIAL Prague, October 10Q; 1980
WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE MADEN-IS
BCEMMPHA Sl DEJIEPALIMS ITPO®COI030B $iae ooaa Tag

Checoslovaquia, 121 47 Praga 2, Vinohradsk4 10
Teléfono 243741-9, Telex 121525 WFTU C
Direccion telegréafica: FESYMOND PRAGUE

Dear Brothers,

We would 1like to thank you most Sincerely for having
sent a representative to celebrate with is the 35th anniver-
sary of the World Federation of Trade Unions and to attend
the 31st session of our General Council held in Moscow. The
presence of your representative ameng us was not only an
encouragement for us but we consider it as a sign of deep
desire that different partners of the international trade
union movement should engage in a more constructive dialogue
Sso as to work together on common issues. We hope that such
occassions would occure/ dn future when we found ourselves
together,

We hope that your representative was satisfied with
arrangements during ‘the session and we apologise for any
shortcomings that may have ‘oceured.

We are now preparing the documents of the session in
their final form and we:will be sending them to you as soon
as they are ready.

With best wishes;

Yours frate ly,
C
: \

”~
Ibrahim Zakaria,
Acting General Secretary
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Appeal of the WFTU Secretariat for a new upsurge in united actions
to safeguard trade union rights and democratic liberties

Basic trade union rights won after years and decades of bitter struggles are now under renewed attack in
many capitalist and developing coun attack i ‘hea % Business groups, transnational corpor-
ations and the governments they in 2 ; .

Military dictatorships in count o 4
severely restricted all trade union activities. Many trade lmhn ader: n Indonesia, leaders of the WFTU
affiliate SOBSI have been in jail for over 15 years. Trade i jority of workers do not exist in
apartheid South Africa, and in the ;

Trade unions are suppr
to invest. The unholy alliance

lal for transnational corporations
nary governments completely

ignores international labour sta s laid down in the ILO ﬁonvqgtlon; .
As a consequence of the sharpening capitalist crisis, millions arw«l and denied the right to work.
Workers are agitating to sa 'jobs, ag e reduct: regal wage level and for better working
and living conditions. To weaken t e u ) event kMom organising united action, new
anti-trade union laws are being arbitra . Strikes-are ed. Workers are arrested and jailed for

P
going on strike. Workers and trade unions: are through”criminal prosecution and prolonged legal
proceedings.

Workers are dismissed from jobs if they become t& uniontactivists. Workers are dismissed just because
they criticise management policies. For instance, for | ito suggest a scheme for the better management of the
enterprise, a shop steward was dismissed in British | . That is the bosses’ answer to the trade union demand
for joint consultation and participation m managet

Alithese repressive attacks increase as the
made to resolve the crisis through the greater {
preparation of war.

The attacks on trade union rights-and-th ' .of trade unions are part of the anti-democratic and
anti-social policies, being put forward solely to defend Blg Business profits at the risk of the peace of the worid and
the well-being of the working peopie

The struggle for trade union rights is therefore not only a question for workers and trade unions but invoive
all democratic and progressive forces. It is a struggle for a demacratic alternative, real democratisation of ai!
aspects of economic and political life from democratisation of the enterprise management to popular participation
in policy-making at national ievei and, in the developing countries, democratic participation in the development
process in all its aspects. In many countries, such a broad front of struggie is already in the making.

The 21st session of the WFTU Bureau, along with the Trade Unions Internationals, appealed for the
observance of 1980 as a YEAR OF INTENSIFIED ACTION FOR TRADE UNION RIGHTS. to work for the realisation
of the Universal Declaration on Trade Union Rights (adopted by the 9th World Trade Union Congress), to organise
more concrete efforts to strengthen the growing united actions and to reinforce international solidarity on this vital
question.

We won these rights through solidarity and united action. We can only ensure that these rights are
implemented if the trade union movement is strong. This is why we launch a pressing call to workers who are not
union members to join trade unions.

The WFTU invites workers and trade unions in all countries to participate in joint efforts to promote solidarity
actions in defence of trade union rights, to mobilise world public opinion to denounce the violation of trade union
rights and to press for the expansions of the rights of workers and trade unions, to participate on all questions of
social and economic development.

5 of the capitalist social system intensifies and attempts are
ation of the working people, through militarisation and

Let us join forces and demand that all imprisoned trade unionists be released immediately!

Let us join forces and demand that human rights and internationai labour standards be fuily
respected, that all. rqmuons on trade union activities be immediately lifted, and that all anti-trade union
law abrogated! '

Let us join forces and assert our rights, organise the unorganised, promote solidarity and unity, and
act together to defend our rights, notably the right to live in peace!

Together we shall work for the implementation of the Universal Declaration of Trade Union Rights!

January | Secretariat of the WFTU
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DRAFT

: RESOLUTIOR
on Trade Union Rizhts sand Demoecratic Fresdoms

1. The 31s%t Session of the WPTU Ceneral Council poinis out
that with the deteriocration of the general, crisis of capitalism
the monopolies and reactionary overnments are increasing their
attacks on trade union rights, and on the workers?’ basio
oollective end individual freedoms,

2., Reocently, arbitrary aets anéd ¥epression against the
workers and the trade unionsshave rcached unprecedented pro-
portions, while racist and fascictacts have greatly increased.
In gddition to repressive measures Buch as bans on strikes,
arrests, imprisonment, administrative sanctions and the passing
of anti~trads union lawsg reaction and its arm = big monopoly
caplital = resort to blocdy atreoities and the murder of trade
union activists and legders, Thus, brother Kemal Tiirkler, 5
formey Chairmen of the Revolutdonary Workers’ Trade Uuions (DISK)
and the Turkish MNetall Wierkers’ Union (iladen-Is) has beemn
savagely killed in Istanbulyy while in Bolivia brother Simon
Reyes, a miners’ leader and Seeretary of the Bolivian jorkerxs”
Centre (COB), has been seriously wounded and arrested@rhe
mass acts of vioience in Fl Salvador, Urugusy, South Xorea,
Indonesia, Sri Lenka, . Seuth Africa, in several Arab oountries
and in the Avrab-occupied territories are further proof ¢f the
aggressive avtacks against the workers,

The WFTU General” council conderms, in particular, the :
recent mass repression of over 100.000 workers by the employers
and the Governmempt. of Sri Lanka, gimply because they went on
strike in suppord . of their rightful oclaims and demands.

In the Eurspean capitalist counbtries =nd in the United
States police/ brutality against the strikers has beccme a rule
rather than an.cxception,

3., Capitalist moncpolies and the Goveramenis aocting on
their bshalf“Beek to break down and weaken the elass-hased
trade union organisations, promote reformism and set up dooile
trade undens to keep the workers in submission and 4c make
them aseoept the conseguences of the orisis, the somcalled
austerdty policies, the arviirary setz of the employers and
pressgres exercised by such finencizl moncpoly ocentres as
the I.M.F.
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4., Yet the workers do not lay down their arms, they continue
the struggle. The trade unions reject class collaboration., In
the 1ight of this, and in order to provide the workers and their
¢rade unions with an effective instrument of united struggle in
the fight for their vital rights and interests, the 9th Vorld
Trade Union Congress adopted a fundamental dogument, namely the
Universal Declaration of Trade Union Rights, It 1is precisely
in this context that the 21st Session of the WFTU Bureau,
together with the TUIs proclaimed 1980 & Year of intensified
action in defence of trade unicn righis.

5. The General Council reaffirms that this is a vital
matter calling for the broadest solidarity of the trade union
movement in order to make the capitalist governments and
employers stop their onslaught on trade union rights and
freedoms of the working people and provide them with employ=-
ment, safe working conditions and social guarantees, The General
Council welcomes the resolute united action by the working
people and their trade unions and urges them to step up this
fight, in order to achieve:

- striot observance of the Universal Declaration of
- Human Rights;

- complete observance of ILO conventions on trade union
rights, especially convention Nos., 87 and 98 on freedon
of association and collective bargaining and the
immediate reinstatement of all victimised workers;

- implementation of the provisions of the Universal
Decleration of Trade Union Rights,

6. Only eontinuous mobilization, increased action arnd
trade union struggle in the broades unity, can lead to the
satisfaction of the working people’s legitimate demands and
end the arbitrary acts and anti-trade union repression practiced
by :heloapitalist monopolies and the Governments under their
control, ;

Moscow, 5 October 1980
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In Defence of the Rights of lligrant Workers

Y.The 31st Session of the WFTU General Gguncil expresses
its preoccupation concerning the ever increasing problems facing
migrant workers in capitalist countries, :

Campaigns of racist and xenophobig néture implying that
immigrants are responsible for the crigis and unemployment
bring about police violence and unpupniskéd racial crimes,.

In several couniries foreign worzZers are forced to
return back to their couniries)oforiszin en masse,

2. The General Council Wof ihe WFTIU believes that trade union
organisations should laupgch¥broad united actions to resist all
discriminatory meacures ‘@nd p¥actices as these are contrary to
the bagic rights of migrani. workers. Every day, hundreds of
thousands of migrant&Sfacey The ithreat of arbitrary dismissal,
without there being any guarantee of their rights. Urgent measures
need to be taken to puteanw end to this deteriorating situation.

3. The 31st Sessief of the WFTU General Council reaffirms.
the basic right of werking people to work in their country
0f origin. In ordemflo implement this right, states should
formulate their policy for social and economic development
with emphasis ofif8chieving full employment through structural.

reforms ensuring the rational use of manpover and material
regsources, ThlSis the most radical and p"omLSLPg way of solving
the problemd of migrant workers.,

4., Howeyver, the proportions assured today by large=-scale
immigratigonveall for other, more urgent, measures, including
fulfiluent of obligations by countries using nLurant labour, in
order, %o’ eradicate the unfgvourable and discriminatory conditions
in whleh migrant workers flnd themselves., While.insisting on the
full equality of rights for these workinz people in every sphere
of life, the WFTU demands that migrant Workers and their ;
families be given protection at national and international level
by agreements ensuring the same guarantees for all working
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people withou exception, in particular:

-~ an end to all kinds of discrimination in jobs and in society
in general;

- the guarantee of full trade union rights under the same
conditions as workers of the country, in line,with the _
Universal Declaration of Trgde Unicn Righte§ @dopted by the
9th World Trade Union Congress;

~ the elaboration of a policy or migzgrant l4Beur on the basis
of agreements between governments and Width, the pﬁrulclpathH
of the respective trace unions;

- & solution to the problem of the womkers unlawfully in the
country and of the illegal +trade ifigimmigrant labour;

- the sirict implementation of intefational standards and

<

iy

m

the formulation of new ones in d@@eeerdance with the re

situvaticn and present negds,

“1’ —

The General Council instruc{dMthe WrTU aecretarlat to prepare

‘,-..J

a situdy on these problems resu‘tlﬂo n & document to be presented

i)

to the 10th orld Trade Unidn Congres‘ ant also a WFTU action

¥
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BRE-SO LU T T ON

against US militarism
for an Indian Ocean and TFaciflic peacewzone

1., The .installation of US military ba@sés in the region of
the Indian Ocean and the Pacific 1s but gne, aspect of the full-
scals counter-offensive by US imperialismgwhich the WFTU
denounced at the outset some years agos ke rilitary bases and
facilities made available to the UnitglmsStates by Egypt,
Bahrein, Oman and, just recently, by XaWya and oomalla are
important links in the sprawling US @®¥¥itary deployment.

2. At the same time, with theWg€oOnsent of British inm harlalis;,
the Americans have converted™he @ghedand of Disgo Garcia 1r10
a formidable a2ir and naval{Base edquiped with the most sophiztic—~
ated weapons, including n@ic¥ear@uweapons. With -the assisizance of
Prench imperizlism, the United@€iates now has vast military
facilities at its dispoSal on“Reunion island, above all the
Omega bdse for nucleargSubmarime forces,

i)

-
e

3. The GghneralfCotncRI6f the WFTU emphasises that a furthe
- ¢

aspect of the imperiaMstfcounter-offensive is manifested in
the btrentu rening of regimée loyal to the United States, like
those of Turkey, Saudi Arabia, llorocco, Pakisian, Thaliland,
Japan and South forea, Wglich are abundantly supplied with

highly sophisticated @Eitary equ1pmunt. This US military
presence, together wiilW the military arsenal of Israel and the
racists of South Afmlea is being ceaselessly primed by means of
a "task force" or Mmapid depTOyhent forces" with hundreds of
thougands of men p¥gPared to intervene at a moment's notice

in Asia, the Pacif¥pe, Africa, and the lilddle Zast under the
pretext of defepcig the vital interests of the United States,
which ars, in effecu, the interests of the multinational
monopolics, Aware of fhe designs of American imperialism
the tide and &hep the advance ot the national liberation move

(o]
(41}
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D

fa s

1

4]
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ot

and the foroesWofl social progress by threats, blackmsil and dirsct
inte fventpon, the General Council of the WPTU vigorously condemns
the milita¥w agreenments concluded beitween the United States and
Somalia, in-particular, and which are a direct threat to Soclialist
Bthiopis.amnd demands their repezal,

&, “In this contexit, the WPTU General COUuCll exXpresses its
dquniet over cr joint rmilitary rmanoeuvres by the United States
and gapan and the conversion of defence forces into combat forces,
and “their partic lpation in landing operations bJ US "marines™ in
Okinawa and in the jolnt menosuvres kpown as RIIPAC alongside the
forces 0¢ the United States, Australia, Hew "ua*and and Cansada
with the main aim of bolstering the wilitary alliance among thess
countries and the expansion of US bases in Australia, ‘
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5 The convergence beiween US imperi
leaders poses an additional threat to peac
region. Supported by the American imperialists and the reactionary
Japanese forces, the Ieig authorities are currentlyBursuing
hostile and expansionist policies towards Vietnam, &dmpuchea and
Laos, dragging the ASEAN countries - and above all{Théiland -
into plots agalnst the countries of Indochina, Suéll Policies
create a hostile and dangerous situation for Indeekina and are
vehemently condemned by world public opinion,

alism and the Chinese
@ throughout this

.

) e (D

6. The General Council of the WIFTU condemns this policy
of force of US imperialism, i allies and whimping boys, a policy
which is, in fact, aimed at safeguarding the Wnterests of ths
multinational monopolies and perpetuating the%r plunder of the
world's resources, at destabilising the prowressive regimes in
Afghanistan, Efthiopia, Democratic Yemen, dB@agascar and others,
putting pressure on the national-liberawic® movement as a whole,
preventing the liberation of lNamibia ap@ South Africa, and, above
all, stepping up the arms race and jeqpa®dising the policy of
international detente and world peacef

T« The General Council reiterates the demands of the WFTU
in conformity with the requegts mad@gby many countries in the
reglon and with the UN Dgclaration o declars the Indian COcean
a_zone of peace, It balievegs that #his peace zone should extend
o cover the region of the\P&cificéh Such a vast zone of peace
can and must be a zone of regidmal cooperation, economic in=
dependence and sociasl development and of the promotion of peace
and security for all thefgoumni®mies of the reglon of the Indian
Ocean and the Facifics

8, It will do everything within its power for action to
be taken in this directigh, by the trade unions of the region.

Moscow, 5 October.1980
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The cen®.nation of a defiant mess working class, students
and the mid%ary and political operations of the African National
Congress Oy south Africa and its allies are challenging the
regime wiein the citadel of racism itself.

ey Protoria regime's response has been to continue
arreg@i®, brutallizing an wooting down of unarmed workers and
stud@gis who are g i scogniticn of .their trade unions,
highley wages, better working conditions, an end to pass laws and
thd IRierior education designed for the Black people.



The recent waves of strikes by the African workers which
started at the beginning of this year and continue upto. th
present day are almest unprecedanted in the country's history,

The Cener
practised in S h Africa,  which has brought abouth tie breaking
up of family life. Ve demand the abolition of the hostel and
compound system used for the accomodation of ma l@wand female
Vorkers separate from each other,

1 Courcil condemns the migrant labdur system as
e

The General Council calls on International and Hegional
trade unicn centres, and support groups to f@ems attention on
Namibia and South Africa, and to:

1 intensify the campaign for a comprehensive total boycott

of racist South Africa and to edgW¥e the complete
termination of all contact withwracist South Africa
especially by imperialist powds as the UeSe, Britain,
Federal Republic of Germany, JFr@nce, Japan, stc,:

2e mobilise world public oninier concerning the terrible

danger of the further devel@fment of nuclear capability

by South Africa, regognisdng that it is & threat not
only to the peopleg of southern Africa but to mankind
as a whole;

3¢ call upon all oil prodieing countiries and other countries
¥ : & o . .
eéxporting patroleteprogucts to tzke unilateral action to
impose an embatgd om. the supply of oil to South Africa;

B
Gemanding that South Africa treat
South Africa and llaribia as prisone
s

n
ce with the Geneva Conventions of
1

of 1977;

4. organise carfa
Treedom figiige
of war in accord
1240 and Protoco

e 4

£Nng
Sl
an
1
5¢ lncrease politi®&l, moral a
South AfricaMP®nzress of Trade

6. the naticnd®and international campaigns having resulte
in the andulment of James llange's death sentence, it is
hecessarygt® carry on the struggle and to join the

nationwideland internationsl campaigns for the release

rs

of Nelg®i llandela and all the other political and trade

union Mgsoners,
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on lLatin America

ation the sitvadiioh in Latin
America, where there is a genser intensifdcition of the workers'
struggle for their rights and f do ra, their economic ard social
demands and for freedom from im jalisp“@prination and the
transnational companies in face of a counter-o*ren31ve started
by the latter and by the regimes categims for them, in narulnular,
facist and militery regimes, the 31st Bession of the WPTU General
Council

4o Taking into consider

J"‘ﬂm

2, hails the united acfions @ncdsrtaken by the workers and
their irade unions involving Qrganisationb having the broadest
regional and international{@fFilid3%ion through united committees
and bilateral and nultilapeMel @allies in ordsxr to fermulate
united ilatLO ms for the &Markea ™ danmands for freedom 8hd agalns%
exploitation by the tragdmati®msl corporations, the monopoiles
and imperialism, and for dis@hwament, detente, peace and frcedom,

3. reiterates @< cOllchltr with the fighters of the
Sandinist National MBersflich Front and the cther popular forces:
in Hicaragua = anéd above @M the trade union KOVEment under tne

lsallership of the Sandinist union centrs - which have scored
a8 historic victory thatWefens up fr:sa perspectives to consolidate
its revoluticnary prod@ee in face of imperialist intrigues in the

current struggles ofgthRe workers and neoples of the Continent.

4, Votes the B

ccesses achieved by soci ialist Cuba in i%s.
21 years of buildifN@d= new society, which is an eloquent example
of %he perspectivED of development in conditions of economic in-
dependence and gir€sses Cuba's irpovuun role in international
solidarity. Cal¥lfor solidarity with revolutionary Cuba to bs
stepped up ingface of every kind of provocation by US imperialisnm
and pqr*lﬂuiarlg demands an end to the blockadse, the vioclation of

air space, the Wismantling of the naval base at Guantanamo and
its return, #6%the Republic of Cuba. It also resolutely condemns
the decisiicciyof the Venezuela Military Court which freed the
people rodpemsible for the sabotags of a Cuban alrcrafi in
Barbadosg Which cost 73 lives. It demands that the Venezuelan
governn@@t’ punishes those responsible for this crime.

Sy Halls the ac%iuv“r ents of the people of Grenada in
the ggyolutlonary process aimed at safeguarding the national
indepetidence and ms*nt.lning its own path or development.,
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6. Voices its solid with the Brazillan worksrs and
trade. unions and with all the forces in society which are
preparing the ground for a retuzn to democracy after many
years of fascist dictatorship, and nalls for vigilan@e,azainst
the machina tions of reaction in th: service of impegidalism and
the transnational companies;

7. ascertains that, confronted by a rise ofmghllc peoplas'
fight for a democratic solutlon to the crisis of ®apitalism,
imperialism and the fascist regimes are tryinggl@rd o halt
the process of liberation by stepping up repression, seeking
to "legalize" the suppression of hu~an rizhigmgnd freedoms 1
preparing further military coups which, as AUNBolivia, are
Dlur?inJ the country into chacos and represgiife . violence and
attacking the trdde union movemeni represgMged by the militani
COB, arrssting its leaders, Calls for solUdarity action to save
the’ life of Juan LechIn, Precident of the ©0B , of Simdn Reyes;
National Secretary and also the lives gf Other actlivists who havse

gen detained and brutally toriursd, U¥rI®s the wrade union
movement to take actlion to condemn an@fisolate internationally
the military junta of General GarciamuSze.

8, Condemns the so-callgd "plEbdscite" staged by FPinochet
in Chile which is an electord® and“@iversionary tactics for
international public opinigh orgMgsed in defiance of the will
of the vast majority of th®lhilesh people. Demands the full
re-¢stablishment of tradguiliqieizhts and freedoms, the rem
of the fascist junta ang tHeegMeolishmesnt of a government ln
conformity with the wilW BT &® Chilean. people., Volces 1iis
sollaarity with t“e Surug;le 07 the workers and their united
trade union centre dgMgncmibo overthrow fascism,

9, Calls for the r§ hy evary means of the so-called
"chronogran" of the Uruguay 1torship, which includes a _
similer "plebiscite" o @ - g new farce seeking to prolon
a regime wnich is respol¥ib abblishing all trade union
rights and freedoms, G@Lls & sater sclidarity with the
workers of Uruguay SMdYtheir trade union centre CKT far freedon,
for an end to tortyre® and arbiitrary arrests, for a general
amnesty and re—esf@llishment of democracy.

10, Urges G$he€ trade union movement to organise actions of
solidarity witifgthe workers and pecple of El Salvador and
Guatemala, where®¥repression has reached the proporticn of genocids
against assaglpipnations and terrprigm, kidnappings and dis-
appearances g Wfxe those which have taken placse in Argentina; for
solidarity 4idkih The workers of Peru in their fight to fres

imprisonefintrade unionists; in the defence of the workers anc
active tr&d¢ unionists who are victims of the bruial represtion
prevalli.g_in Tarazuay, Haiui and other countries where ths
workergfBge victims of unemcloyment, cruel repression and brutal
metnouu of slave= 8 sXplo cacicn, ags also in defence of the
righfg 9< the national minorities in the United States, which
are #1€tims of ra 1l discrimination and -repression.
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11. Dgmands respect for the UN Resolution on Decolonialisatioc
and its application to those countries remaining under colonialism
in Latin ;meziua ard pamrwhui°vlv the right to self-determinatlion
for Puexrto Rico, Rdélize, French Guyana, Guadeloupe, lartiniaue,
Aruba and Curacao.

12, Expresses its solidarity with the people,@md woriers of
Colormbiz in their fight Tor human and trade union rights, for an
end to torture, to councils of war a.d repre sslorfG@FZainst

agricultural workers and urges support for the dtrugzle of the
people of Papama_jncluding condemnation of the wiolations by
American imperialism of the international treaty with regard to th
Canal,

13. Condemns the in%rigues, military &¥%acks and new plans
for intervention formulated by the unltea States governme ent 1n
the Caribbean designed at lﬂtlmlﬂuulﬂb th peop_es of the
continent w“llSu geexivb to stem the tlde of the peoples'
struggles against exploitation and the mohgpolies,.

14 . De res that the fight for trade union righis and
democ“a%ic fre rdom in Iatin AmericalQl® now the priority task
for international aokluarwty vwith @i continent in ordsr to
protect jobs and wagss againsy unb@idled exploitation by the
transnationals, for better IIvingpamd working conditions, for
wel?nﬁAWﬂ:, for growth and @Pr ecdPomic and uco:."l PrO& ﬂess.
For the peoples of Letin Americéythe fight for paace is also
a priorits in view of thd Sii{ua@fion prevalling on that Cont;n nte
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on Solidarity with Palestine and the Struggle of the Arsb Peoples

n
e
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e
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Te The WFTU General Council, meeting at@®h 3lst sess

&

Moscow from October 1=5 1980, -having/®tudied the tensa

gituation in the liiddle East aftem Wke Camp David plots,
states that this situation is chfra@terized by Israel's

a

growing arrogance, its aggressivildy and territorizl

Xpansionism ag st the peopld@@ of the regilon., This is

chisefly borne ou

- the annexation of Jerusalem”and its proclamation s
ter L

Israeli's "ete § and the plans to annex other

Arab territories j# The,SWrian Golan Hejights

an wmssses on ths

'l...l-

~ the bloody repressialp ©f the Falegiin
West Bank and in the{@%za Strip;

- the coniinuing cOnPiscation of land, establishment of

-

Zionist settlemenispand expulsions of the inhabitan:

m

-~ the stepping tp of acts of aggre

sion and repeated crimina
bombing of sopiékern Lebanon,
24 in defiance WiFthe Unlted Nations resolutlons and of vorld
1

opinion, ISg@el carries on i

ot e Pt = A o~ § -4
8 aggressive and eXpansionist

L)
O
‘_I'

licy, d@fported in all spheres by American imperialism,

especiagly through its military bases in the region, This
D T

ele
3e Thegt€necral Council notes with concern that, in addition,
Wfdmsituation in t g ? a fisrce imperialis%d
g7

srab liberaticn movement,
i 1 ornh Sadat's recime i et ol A enlmlas 3 Ay
by n Egypt, Sadat's regime carries on its policy off submission
to the United States and to Zionist plans, Anti-labour and
anti-popu repression is gaining in intensity, especially
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" progressive regime in

L
Zionlsts and fascists are further hatchingNtheir plots to
t

because of the presence of American military bgges, ftroop

concentrations and threats of aggression agaiggt Libya.,

In Lebanon, acts of aggression against the s@lithern part

of the country are being stepped up, while @Be imperialists
t

divide the country, establish there a confessional entity,
threaten the security of its people andN@ndermine iis

unity, fterritorial integrity, sovereimhly, democratic
aspirations and membership of the Af@y community.,

ses Tace the Camp D8Bvid plot and all schen
O

€]
t
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{
o
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‘\ﬂ.l
‘i.. ']
B

nism and reacd@ioh intanded to 4

Imperialism makes use of its @2€nts and tools, in particuls
the organisation the lloflem B®ethe fﬂOOu, to reduce Syria's

&
Qemocratic Yemen an@N$he national and progressive forces of
the Peninsula and_ths Gulf,

In this context Q¥He WFPTU General Council expresses its
deep concern abeut the cutbrea
Iraq and Irapgfymihich helps imperi

4

ial
aggressive p¥ans and directly militarily intervene to gain
C b |

control ofwilfle oil resources in the service of the multi~
hetionals " #nterests., The General Council insists that it
is absoll@#ely necessary to stop the fighting as soon as
possibdly, and insists that the conflict be settled by pesace-
ful xeaps to re-esiablish peace in the aresa,

Ingahte Vestern Sahara, the war forced on the people

cRpinues to threats ]

Peoples in that region. This is accompanied by an excessive

Wmilitary strengthening of the lioroccan regime, proviu
T

el | e e e ILEBNLE s 3 y
frencn end American limperialism, which di
i
£

a
n the progressive regino®dnd hamper its development
1
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9. Because of this situation in the 1liddle East, the WPTU
General Council is convinced that all the labou...popular,
democratic and national forces should be brou.« together
in a brozd front of struggle that could mobi Arab

"megses against their adversaris and welcom 1l efforts in

this direction,. |=i
10. The General Council holds that the fulLsiEplication of the

Universal Declaration of Trade Union ;8 and democratic

- t
freedoms of Arab workers and masses i n essential
condition of their development and ‘!?Elisation for
the great battles to be fought in .!!er to find a general

solution and establish a just peace"in the region.

The General Council condemns %
trade union and civil rsghts

territories occupied 513
Horth Yemen and Jordav

To achieve this jus&l@@g and much desjired peace, it
18 necessary foz-. I@.i troops to immedistely with-
draw from all % ra m
the rights or #‘SQP e@tinian people to sslf-determination
and the establishm92§~

Palestinian Statequpder the leadership of the PLO, as
stipulated in a ent U decision,

ampling under foot of
freedoms in the Aradb
in Bahrein, in Sudan; in

1%

cupied territories and to implement

-

¥l

of an independent and scovereign

&

The General Councild;giently calls on the workers and trade
unions of the whole@;rld to redouble their active support to
the Arab national‘E’beration movement and to demand:

- the applicati@f the recent UN resolution on Palestine within
the stipulai{lé, preriod;

- a Tirmer cice by tke United Nations of its powers, by
imposinsighs neccssary sanctions against Israel to ensure iis
inpleme vion of its resolutions. A strengthening of inter-
nation‘!rbolliarlty with the struggle of the workérs and peopk
of PaMstine, under the leadership of the PIO, which is theix
on legitimate representztive;
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the imrediate release of all political prisoners from Israeli
Jails and an end to the repression against the Palestinian
people and workers on the Vest Bank and-%n the oth€s occupied
Arad terr%tories;

an immediate end to the acts of aggression and @Piminal bombing
in southern Lebanon and the implementation of Y& UN resolution
- demagnding the Israel's withdrawal from the territories it is

occupying in Lebanon and the establishment @f Lebanon's
sovereignty over these territories;

lncreased solidarity with Syria in its #8§istance %o the Camp
David plot and to help it continue itg ™dependent economic,
social and political development;

the ilmplementation of U and OAU reselutions to end the conflict
in the Western Sahara, in respeci@n® the national rights of the
Sahraoul people to self-dei@¥minati®on and independence under

the leadership of their «@%e legitimate representative, the
Polisarlo Front, and thé,e5tabMishment of peace in this part of
the Arab world and of #fxrica%

the closure of all Amepican‘bases in the region, espPecially t
in Oman, #gypt, Dalmein and Somalia, and recistance to threats
of direct American inte*Vention in the Gulf region.



“WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS_'

2Ist SESSION OF THE WFYU GENERAL COUNCIL
(Moscow, Cc I=-5 ISEC)
2nd Draft :

RESOLUTICN ON WCRLD SOLIDARITY WITH THE WORKERS AND PEOPLE COF

x

EL SALVADOR IN THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST THE REPRESSIVENREGIME AND
_ AMERICAN INTERVENTION

The 31 st session of the WFTU GereraldSeuncil
AFFIRMS iis active solidarity with the pecple 6f El Salvador and in
£

particular with its working class fightingQIP¥ the respect of their

richts and the establishment ¢f a“genuine  democracy despite repression
and the daily massacres perpetuaied by She military junta supported

by American imperialis

CONDEMNS _the intervention oigsAmeriganwyimperialism which supplies arms
and provi&es assistance testhe EL Salvador reactionary government

and nmakes use of the pro-fascistessctions in the armies of Guatemala
and Honduras to oppress“poor peasantis: ferced to face the fierce violesnce
unleashed by the governmeni and the parae-military right-wing bands;
WELCOMES the united struggle ol the labour movement lead by the
Committee of Trade Union Unity - CUS;

CALLS upon trade union genires throughout the werld fo step up various
forms of solidarity acbions with the workers and people of El Salvador,

above all with the fighters of the united revolutionary leadership

and the Revoluticnary Democratic Front, to enable tham to overthrow

as soon as possible a regime which has brousht much bloodshed t¢ this

people of Latin America.

MOSCOW, 5 Oetober 1980




WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

31st SESSION OF THE WFTU GENERAL COUNCIL
(Voscow, October 1-5, 1980)

DRATT 7¢

RESOLUTION ON SOLIDARITY WITH THE WOREERS AND PEQOPLE OF KOREA

The 31st Session of the WFTU General Couneil held from
October 1 to 5, 1980, ir Moscow recognizes that due to the
ocoupation of south Korea-by US troops and the policy of the
United States and its stooges seeking to perpetuate the divisien
of Korea, the reunification of Korea has not yet taken place -
35 years after this division,

Special aitention should be pald to the fact that the
danger of a new war is imminent in Xorea today due to the
reinforcement of US armed forces and equipment, including
nuclear weapons, and the frequent staging of military provooa-
tions against the Democratic Peoplefs Republic of Korea by the
US imperialists and the south Koream military cligque. In addition,
the fascist military cligue of Chom In Hwan is continuing its
brutal repression of the workers and people. Furthermore, the
transnational corperations benefit from this situation and
inerease their profits by the super-exploitation of the working .
people who are fighting £irmly for their demands, rights and
freedoms, and for social progress, -

The General Council bitterly denounces the aoction of the
United States and the south Korean military cligue against the
reunification of the country, action which threatens peace in
Korea and Asia and means further brutal oppression to the
workers and people in the dnterests of the transnational
corporations operating there,

For all these reasons, the General Council resolutely
demands:

. ~ that the US give up their "two Koreas" policy, siop
supporting the faseist military regime of Chon Du Hwan,

. withdraw all its troops and nuclear weapons from south Korea
and accept the rightful proposal of the Damocratic People’s
Republic of Korea to negotiate to replace the armistice
agreement by a peace treaty; .

= that the Chon Du Hwan cliaue 1if4 +the emergenoy martial
law, immediately disband the "Special National Security Commitiee",
guarantes the democratization of south Korean society and releass
workers, students and other demoorats who have been arrested
and imprisoried, including Kim Dae Jung who is in danger of
execution following the death sentence passed oh him.

The General Council supports the principles in three
polints and the five-point policy for an independent and peace-
ful reunificstion of the country, as proposed by the Demooratic
People ‘s Republic of Korea. .

o



It extends its solidarity to the just struggle of the
south Korean workers and people against fascism and for

democracy.

The General Council calls upon workers and trade unions
the world over to step up their solidarity campaign and take
vigorous action in support of the siruggle of the Korean
workers and people for the withdrawal of US troops fronm
south Korea and for the peaceful reunification of the country.

HMosocow, October 5, 1980
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STATEMENT OF THE WFTU
GENERAL COUNCIL

After an extensive discussion of the internationasl

ituation, the scope and content of prssent workers' struggles,
the possibilitiles of new dhitary.advazces, the' state of the
international trade union movement and, im particular, the
situvation of the WPTU, the General
Council, turni ng to account all the expe¥iences of recent
years, has decided to undertake a p@gfound .adaptation of
the WFTU to new, present day realitigs, so as to-bring it
fully into line with the néeds ofTworkers and irade unions

the world over,

The world has deepl¥ changed 1n wrecent decades, and it
is still changinge. :

In the confré¢agtation that, on a planetary scale, brings
face %0 face impemialism and the forces of progress and
mpace, the latter dlave the odds in their favour, thus
forcing imperi@lism onto the defensive, This acsessment is
confirmed by. all the events of ihe most recent periéd.
Imperiglismy of course, reacts - and often violently,
putting dalernational detente into dif?iculﬁiesf % defénds
its positions foot by.zoot and tries to‘wi: them back

whenever possible, This confrontation, though fisrcer than

ever before, is by no means new, Vhat is new, is the size

of thae sitake,



Changes are on the agenda.. Deﬁooratic changes inside
the capitalist countries; changes i.i the relations béhwee
countries to break relations of domination; aspiratichs o
the peoples vo live in .freedom and independence;,clanges
to bring about a new international economic, social and

political order,

Under the circumstances, to perpetuafe eapitalism, to
put it in a position in which 1t can overoeme the crisis - as
it strives to do by making the workersgapnd peoples pay for it -
to maintain iwmperialist domination an@gto settle problems by
war, as capitalism used to do in th@Mast, is a highly

arduous, if not impossible underiaking,

This explains the content @nd forms of imperiglist

réaotions today.

First of all, theyarmsWrace which imposes heavy sacrifices
on the peoples and provides the monopolies with substancial
profits, is being drivem,on at a ga110p in uh@ mad hcpe that

war could c—twlT be theylast resource,

Then comes the Merciless repression, whenever the

workers and peoples fight for their liberation and emancipaiion.

Another gFgaction is the fierce ideological agzression
intended to ddscredit socialism, countries wishing to build
their independence and the labour movement,

~

Finglly, we find the lerge-scale a

o

tempts to direct
the trg@edunicn movement touaﬂas class collabozation. This

1s done "in various forms, depending on the countries, yet
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always as part of a general strategy formulated in bodies which
bring togetner leaders of big capitalist countries offtha
transnationals, ideologists of reformism and, unfofglithately,

trade unionists too.
x x x

In this changing world the trzde union ovement

develops and it, too, changes.

Ve are witnessing a general growithne the trade union
movement in all its diversity. There [Sygpractically no country

without some form of trade union acBivity.

The rolé, as well as Zhe so@lEl and political influence
of trade unions have incrgased eVerywhere, sometime substantially,
Thelilr activities cover agrezd many and often fairly complex fields,
The last few yed¥ss, these following the downfali cfA
coionialism, have forcefulddy confirmed the role and the place
of the trade union movements of the "Third World" countries

both in society as wel®ids at-the international level, -

Today, the tnmge unions in,thes . these . countries
see the decisive guUe@stion as the responsibility of uniting the
fight fo: the wQFRers' rights with the national struggle for
independence a@wly development. They are called upon to solve
nunerous problems tied up with the total liquidaticn of the
heritage of Qolonialism, with the strengthening of economic

independed®e, to scvereigniy over their natur: resourses

£
i....J
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and to the ending of famine, poverty and illiteracy. 0.
countries with progressive regimes the trade unions participate
in their own specific way in the development of the,8conomy,

in socisty and in the countiry as & whole on an anti=imperiallis®
baSiEo '

This action of the trade unions of the developing
countries is a contribution to the general figh% of the workers
and people for thelr emancipationﬁ It is the @uity of the trade
union movement as a wholse to foéter constanti and efifective

solidarity with.the workers and trade unions of these ccuntries.

In the gdvanced capitalist countzies, the policiss of
austerity of the empl&yers and Mmost governments -are reducing
purchasing péwer and living@#%ndares, bringing.about an ever-
increasing and permanent rise j%lunemployment and are attacking
the collsctive rights and guarantees wonvby trade unlon struggle

over decades,

These same policies bring abcmtﬁgsunprecedented rise
in profits, scandalous¥y enriching thé capiialists and causing
intolerable social imequality. Butl thé meaningful feature is
the considerable grouwdi of strugéle to sie . these attacks.
Through their stauggle thne class-baced trade union movement
is workiﬁg to unite broad sections of the working people to
obtain imrediate improvemenis. By 1its fight it contributes
to winningss Wemocratic sclution o the crisis, to reforms in the
structuregma® socisety and changes commencsurate to the workers'
interetts against the grip of the transnational companies and
antiferking class and trade unicn policies, Wherever.trada
union movements based on the class struggle undertake dynamic

action to give inpetus to and lead thesa struggles, such

T TN 19

e
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action is more effective and coﬁtributes to advancing unity,.
In this fact there ié a source of experiences and reflectiou on the
present conditions of the fight for the workers' int6¥ests, unity
and the conquest of democratic changes in society,

In the socialist countries where the means of joRalely .
duction are public property and where the exploitation of
man by man has been abolished, the trade unions‘are acquiring

qualitatively new Tfunctions and are solving ‘hew tasks. They are

constantly sseking to solve their problems - with undeniable
success - but also with difficulties which spring forth during
the development of socialist slecletys Out of the highly varied
experiences ths General Couneil wishes to point out that

trade unions should be seefiyags amo¥g the most important elemehts‘
of expression of sccialist.democracy, as the sovereizn and
effective bearers of the™orKers' interests at the vorkplace,

in the economy and society amnd as.e force which contributes to

the development of the ecodomy and to-the country as a whole,

The WFTU and the entire trade union movement should

.be able to enrich themselves with the discussions and ideas
of the socialist cbuntries themselves, especially those
connected with theyrole and activities of the trade unions in
a soclalist socigty. The VFIU is doing this with anopen mind,
in the respeg¢t Tor the sovereignty of individual trade union
centres and BP€aring in mind all the discussions, efforts and
solutiong\going on or taking place in ﬁifferent'ways in each

soc lalistwcountry.
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In this connection, the récenﬁ events in Poland - which toolk
place in conditions which are specific to that country < and
the democratic way in which they took place axe contmibuting
to this idea and are, at one and the same time shéWihg the
possibllities that socialism has of solving positively the
problems of its development in conditions of tHevspecificity
and independence of each country,

x X x

This rise of the trade unions ingthe contemporarg world
is the outcome of the cautiousness ofitlarge sections of workers
and their desire to fully participade™in the development and
orientation of socisty., It thus introduces, more strongly than
ever before, the notions ofgliveration, independence, freedom

and democracy intc modern 1ife%.
x x x

This notwithstanding, the trade union movement could
play an even greater role. .Vere it unifed. The fact that some
forces in the trade union movement prbmote the abandoning of
the struggle is most®fgertainly an obstacle, but doss not

create an irrsversible situation.

There exists a wide field of convergence on many
crucial roblgms of our time., These include:
- the sagisfaction of economic and social demands;
- the ggtéblishment of a new international egonomic order;
- th&Nelimination of colonialism, féscism and racism;
~ the growth of dermocracy and expansion of the workers'! rights;

=peace and disarmament,
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In addition, forms of co-operation, relations, actions

ti

o

) b

and other diversified and effective in tives shoudd be found

to advance towards the achievement of these ainms,

The WFTU is ready to become associated with $he initiatives
af 2ll its trade union parfners without distinction as long as
such initiatives are in conformity with the intqrests of the
working people, It is ready to examine andgdiscuss all possibilities

and to seek new, more aupple and effective ways of organising

3

cooperation, action and unity with all organisations so desirin

'.J‘

i1t, without discrirmination,

Such cooperation could dlso belfruitful within the

3

international bodies in whidBPtrade unions are represented,

(]
[}
i

e

.

The SYeneral Councilsonceumore firmly expresses its

agreenent with such a ¢'otirse,
x X X

This new and stillgdeveloping sitvation calls for new

)

possibilities in the fiedd of %rsde union actions and for

\

new forms of solidarity,

This is frue of the struggle agzinst the absolute powexr
of the transnatioMgl corporations, To achleve their hegemony
and make theirmonctruous profits they want to make workers from
different cocunt¥ies and systems compete against eachother, This
1s an old game of the monopolies on a national scale — and it has
time and &28in been checked oy the siruggle of the workears in

individwal countriss

Today, such tactics are being used on an international



scale, Once more, the workers can prevent them by adequats
and efective forms of solidarity based on a very cloge
international community of interests in the face of

a common exploiter,

In this context it would be desirable also to extend
the field of activity as well as the autonomy ‘of the Trade Union

Internationals which have particularly impo#fani tasks to assume.,

This is also true of acticns for the gstablishment of

8 new international order and to overcoie Under~development,

o~ -

In this matter, the interests of the meskérs in the undep-
developed, advanced capitalist, and doedalist countries are
not contradictory. The lew Qzder can only be devised for the.
satisfaction of the needs, ef all the neseds, of the workers
and peoples, This is why (its est@blishment meets such fierce
resistance on the part 6f momepolistic forces, This cormmunity
of interests of the workexzéwand peoples from zll countries
brings with it a new solidarity., .

-~

The duration ahd depth o the crisis clearly demonstrates
the absurdity and hagmfulness of setving barriers to the frse |
development of tradeand cooperation, on the basis of in-
dependence and mutlal benefit between all countries and, above

all, with the so€galist countries,

The growtin of economic cooperation and exchanges would

create new4jobs, This is a new and vast field that should be
T
examined Feom the point of view of. trade union activities
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and intervention by the workers; moreover, this is an

original cortribution of the trade union movement to & “mapprochement
of the peoples. It is also a contribution to the struggle

Tor détente and peace which are threatened by the

arps race, calls for a greater commitment of themworkers and

their unions,

As the most representative movement in scciety, the trade
union mo&ement Es called upon to make a vigorous contribution
to the fight for the maintenance and sirefgthening of peace
in the world, to prevent war and to a _redUction of the arms race,
Spending on war represents a hgavy bfirden for thg working peopls,

even in peacetime,

The use of military pudgefs For peaceful purposes would
mean a considerable advapnes fom the social develoﬁment of the
peoples, llass actiion ferWprez@emand against the arms race is

a necessary part of the refPensibilities of the trade union
movement.'

In our time the fight for freedom, human rights and
democracy is a significant dimension of the class struggls
on a world scale, The trade union movement should be and is
able to play an eSsential role in this field and to make use
of far more efffetive forms of solidarity and expression than

os far,

Vorking=class solidarity has always been a distinguishing

appricgtien of this solidarity is a much closer coordination of
solidarity actions by the organisations affilizted to the WFTU
as well as the quest for cooperation with trade union organisations

~ &)

of different outlooks,



Trade unions funclioning under more favourable conditions -
as well as the WPTU itself - can make an effective cont¥ibution
he development of trade unionism in those
countries in which unions are enccuntering difficul¥ies, In

our time, this too, iIs a necessary expression ofesolidarity

p 4 - X

The WFTU should adapt itself to thisgelianged world,

which carries with Lt new possibilitks, but also new demands,

This calls for a far-reaching refdWwal of the VFTU, of

1ts concepis, methods and style of ac¥dvities

What we need, and what®thne twade unicn movement needs,

‘—l
=3

is a more flexible, more zpt¥we FTU, nearer to contemporary .

realities and trade uniodstruggle

5]

A WFTU able to t2ke iato account the diversity of all
the components of the militent world trsde union movenment,
in arder to help advanceg, An a2 fighting spirit, all the

coxmunities of intereste of the workers and trade unions th

L]

world over,

4 VFTU capabde “of assessing and analysing the new econcmic,

2

social and politdeal phenomena taking place throughout the world as

well7the new phégonmena of the trade union movement,

A WPTUmeonstantly determining its policies and gims
in a tradeWawion way in conformity; with its specific, original

role. , T

AWFTU that would be a centre of debate, open-minded
and tolerant and based on mutual respect, and which would
formulate its policies and activities in all independence,

while fully respecting the responsibility of.individual national



- 1% -

centrese.

A WFIU that would dynamically help the pursuitfand advance

of all processes towards unity and all forms of trad& union

(6]

cooperation,

A WPTU that would be a centre of ideas, af stimulation
and support of the workers"' struggles and womld continuously

arganise solidarity in all its forms.

On its 35th anniversary the WFTU & Presenting a historical
balance~sheet of doubtless importance.(It has strength, experience
and the ability to tackle the conditiems in which the workers!'

trade union struggles take plaee today.
x X b'e

New tasks are facifighthe ‘entire international trade union
moverient as a result offy, the complex processes and chaﬂges taking
plsce in the world tdaay. Lhe' WFTU General Council resolves to
foster a far-reaching reformation of the international trade

union movement,

Following the goad taken by the 9th World Trade Union

Congress in the dedWsions it has taken and in the spirit of
open-riindedness gh@t it has shown, the present statement

is advancing ifportant points for discussion in the perspective -
of the 10th World Trade Union Congress which is called upon to |

make en original contribution in the quest for ways and means

of bringifiggabout the aims cormon to workers the viorld ovex,
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I. Introducticn

In 1981, the main activities of the WATU are to be dBmoted
to the preparstion and realisaticn of the 10th World THgde-Union
Congress, which is destineéd to be an important mile-sbere in
the development, consolidation and renovation of the ifter-

national trade union movement.

Particular importance isattributed to this Cem@ress, for it
will be convened for the first time outside Eunfps.

The WFTU, with the hope of holding the 1@h“Congress
ameng new successes in the struggle for peage 2nd disarmement,
for the workers' socio-aconomic demends, 0¥ _Arz=ce-union rights
ané freedoms, ané for a New Internationzl@®encmic Order, will
¢o its best to increzse the efficiency @AY be more on the
offensive in its cctivities with fRe =irL substentially

improving the generzl work of the MTUGCCLE.

In conformity with the de@i@iong 0¥ the 9th Vorld Trade
Union. Congress and the ind¥#gmitic¥gy 8 other Statutory Bodi
of the WFPTU, the Secretaripind®nsf@ers thot its main tosk wi
be, in 1981, the preperatifyfndencing of an Internstionsal
Unity-oriented Trade UnigigLonficREnce on the Socio-Zconomic
Aspects cf Disarmzment. In thi#ENsense, the cctivities of the
verious departments of the WFIU will be deveoted to the ful-
filment of the work pricriti@gfof the TFederation.

es
11



II., STATUTORY MEETINGS

In 1981, the meetings of the statutory bodies of'the WFTU
are to be devoted to preparations for the 10th World Trade-
Union Congress:

a) 24th H.eeting of the Bureau (.......-o-q...oﬂpril 1981)
&t 1is to approve the documents before they are submitted

_--ﬂ

Tor discussion by the Congress,

b) 25th meeting of the Bureau and the 32d@session of the

General Council:
these are to be held at Havan on the%eve of the 10th WTUC,

¢) lMeetings of the Finance Contirol @omrmission:
Before the 24th meeting of the Bufedu, in Prague, ir April
& ] ]

1981, and belfore the Congressmin Havan, iN eeessccsccocs

d) WETU-TUI Consultative Cemfexemee {Prague, lay 1981),

B

Its purpose will be toyput,anvend to the work relating to the
application of the draft ©f the new Constitution in WFTU-TU
relations and to dif€cusg, the participation of the TUIs and

of their organis@ilons ¥m the Congress, in the light of the
discussion at the 24ihWmeeting of the Bureau,

I1II, INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
The Vorld Trade-Union Cdnf@rence on the Socio-Economic Aspects
of Disarmesrent

The FPreparatory Committee is being formed on the initiative
of the participants™iy the Trade-Union Round-Table of the World
Parliament of Pecples for FPeace (Sofia, September), The first
meeting of the newly-formed sponsor group is expected to be held
in London in theg first hall of January., The dates and venue o ths
Preparatory Commlttee meeting will be decided at the meeting o be
held in Londone,

C

The gf€8ce Department, the Economic and Social Department,
and the Doemmentztion Centre are to work on the glaborztion of

ot
o
[0}

doétmment and realisation of the variocus pre paratory activities.
The cghtinental depsrtments zre to contribute to the realisstion
of regidnal support initiatives, such as:
=~ & European seminar on the influence of disarmament in the

er

solution of the problems of employment, inflation and othe

L%
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urgent problems facing the workers (in cooperation with the TGT,
the AUCCTU and the British sponsor group) in & West Lumopean
country (Austria, Switzerland);

- a joint action between the WFTU and the TUIs in Chemistry and
Agricultures; round-table on the conversion of chgmiical and bacterioc-
logical weapons production into an industry turming out insecticides
and fertilizers, and on its significance for fhe, sventual develop-
ment of agriculture and the solution of the gxoblems of hunger in
the world (Budapesi, second guarter) jointlywivith the Hungarian
trade-union centre;

- a common action between the Public Employees' TUI and FISE:

‘a colloguium on the impact of disarmamefit in improving sanitary

and education services and the guarantee of decent housing jolntly
with the FDGB (Berlin, first guartefls

- consultations on thé holding ofthe Iatin American meeilng on
the socio=~cconomic aspsctg of disarmament,

Another great initlativenof an international character to be
held by the WFTU duridghthis{pé*iod will be the International Trade
Union Conference on the"trafSmational corporations in the
pharmaceutical sector, whieh is scheduled to be held in Mey in
Moscow. A lxge representation of organisations not affiliated to
the WFTU is expected %o Participate in the Conferencey which 1s
being organised by thednternational Preparatory Committes.

IV, REGIONAL ACTIVESRES

ASIA AND OCEANTA

The centrald task for this period is support for a Trade=-
Union Unity Clfiference of icia and Oceania in September i981.

This confergnce, apart from being a contriobution to
by trade ufbons eoi the region, is equally a major c
the prepag@tion for the 18th World Trade-Union Congresse.

Seme missions are to have the two-fold purpose of helping
the preparation of the Conference znd publicising the
(Ma¥@Wsia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, 3
Kong, Indenssia).
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The great objectives of solidarity are:

a) trade-union rights,

b) the socio-economic consequences of disarmament,

¢) the transnational corporations,

d) the problems of development and socio=e@Gonomic deman
notably wages, jobs and the specific demands of worxlng
women and young peopla

Other activities:

~ Participaticn in an International Cofference o6r Seminar on
the problems of the transition of pre-capitélist societies to non-

capitallist forms of development, prganised by the trade unions of

Mongolia (Ulan Bator),

—~ Consultative meetings with membes organisations, in particular,
on the occasion of statubory®meetings.,

- Actions of solidarityywith dfghanistan, Vietnam, Laos,
KempuchBda and Xorea, The WFPU,@Will send a delegation to Afghanistan
to express support to thesworKexrs and trade unions in the country.

-~ Cooperation in the pre§Srand propaganda activities, notably
through the medium of theMisian Worker" Bulletin,

ATFRICA

The priorities ©f “the WFTU's work in relation to the

problems of this coptinent bear on the following:

- solidarity with/the national liberation struggle, and the
struggle againstwapartheid, imperialism and neo-colonialism;

- problems of gdevelopment and of a New International Economic
Order, the inen€hational corporations, the Lomé II Convention,
and agrariad reform;

- the congo¥idation and enlargement of relations withléfrican
trade-undom centres (with the help of the Liaison Office in
Brazzavilble);

-~ trafle-union rights snd freedoms;

-~ support for the efforts aimed at unity in ccuntries where
many cenires co-exist;
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-~ support for the activities of the TUIs on the African continent.

The principal activities durinz th

+

i-l'

s period are the feflowing:

=
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eleboratng a coorinatsd
1 imperifalism and reaction

< a trade-union meeting for the cse

l-cj

ur
ernation
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platform for struggle against in
Africa,

Activities within the framework of cooperationgwith the OATUU;

= Participation in the African trade-union conference on agrarian
reform (in cooperation with the AgriculturenT®I) - Accra.

~ Examine the possibilities of holding a 2hd conference of African
trade unions on the problems created by 4he activities of the
transnationals in this continent (with ‘@ssistance from the irade-
union centres of Congo and Benin, the Commission on TiCs and

a number of TUIs),

In press and rropagandagpmatie¥s, the necessary various
measures will be taken to m&ke ithpossible to give a better
reflection of the Africanmaitud$ion in the publications of ihe
WFTU and to beccme Operad®ive £4a"™the publication of the "Opinions"
bulletin,

The Secretariat is to'etudy measures to be taken to lmprove
the activity of the Brazgaville Bureau,

WETU activitieSmin these regions will be carried out in

et e
N hd

Yo

close cooperation WL the CPUSTAL in conformity with the evolut
of the situation g@a"this continent, characterized by the affects
of the victory of #he Nicaraguan Revolution on the balance of
forces in the &§imbscle acainst the dict tatorships and for the

freedoms, together with the democratic opening for freedom, and

the bitter baGgles of the people of Z1 Salvador for freedom,

in
face of th@hreats of intervention by imperialism in Central

-

America apd™the Caribbean,

The Toldlewing initiztives will bs carried out:

&

1y -3 -t o Sy - -~ T - H TTvn = - - 3
- A ledting of existing Trade-Union Unity Cormii

rarvicipation of unity-oriented centres (CuTr, CNT, COB, TUC) and
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the three regional cenires, for the purpose of discussing
experience in joint action in the various countries an@ the
prospects for the re-unification of the Iatin Americam trade-
union movement, in the light of the preparations £6r the 10th
Congress (first quarter).

= A Unity=- Oriented liceting of Solidarity conce¥ning solidarity
with Nicaragua, Szlvador and Bolivia, and thegéefence of nationsl

sovereignty and trade-union rights (first quaénier),

As a continuation of the activities 4n the direction of
Forth America, there are to be arranged two 'seminars in the
United States, on a Code of Conduct for twensnationals (with the
help of the WFTU Representative in New York, second gquarter),

~ The Department will take steps to eonsolidate ties with the trade
union organisations in Quebecs

= Various missions are rlapned within the framework of lMay Day
celebrations, on the occasdon ofthe congresses of national
centres, and for the purpose 47 providing information on the
preparations for the 10th World Trade Union Congress and special
missions to countries sin Chile; Argentina, Uruguay and other
countries in South nmerica.

-~ The WFTU, in cooperation with the CIC, will support the
initiative of the 3rd Trade Union Conference of the Caribbean
(Grenada),

MIDDIE. EAST

The work priprities are as followe:
= Continue strengtheni ing relations with the ICATU on the basis
of existing agreements between the two organisations,

= Develop géntacts with organisations now affiliated with the
WFTU like those of Algeria, Libya, liorocco, the Fersian Gulf, eto.
= Give particular attention to the problems of the development
of the 4wade union movement in Iran. Send a mission in the period

Y
agreedoupen with the trade unions in that country,
- Encourage the development of relations b Jeen the TUIs and
the respective trade federations in the region.

- Strengthen relations with the Arab Labour Organisation, a protocol

on cooperation (first quarter).
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= Continue to develop in different forms solidarity with the
Arab people of FPalestine by supporting and taking an fetive pari
fn the initiatives of the International Secretariat,of Solidarity
with the Arab peoples and their main cause (two sesgions during
the year, the dates and venues to be decided by th&"Secretariat).

-~ Continue to develop solidarity with the progfessive forces and
- workers:t organisations of ILebanon; a WFTU misgdon will visit the
country.

= Continue fto pronmote active solidarity with®the workers and p
peoples of other Arab countries in their @n¥i-icperialist struggle
and for safeguarding thelr independencej

‘-~ Control the problem of respect for Wrade-union rights in the
region and, with the ICATU, organise ‘solidarity campaigns with
special attention to the condéiion ef"the workers and trade-union
movement in the West Benk, in Tuni§ja, Bahrain, Sudan, Jordan,
the Persian Gulf, Norht YemeW, etce.

- Hold, in cooperation with IGATU, OATUU and national trade union
centres international agifong om the problem of migrant workers
(with assistance Tromsthe CGTwof France).

EUROPE

The WFTU's work im, the direction of Europe iz determined
by the recommendations@@md proposals of ithe members of the WEPT
for

Working Group Euzope, which will meet twice during 1981.

With the aid @T)the respective Working Group, it is also
planned to organife s seriss of Zuropean Trads Union Forums on
such highly topiCal issues as:

- t1he soclo~efepomic consequences of the introduction o new
technology (ik Cooperation with CGT, AUCCTU, FDGB, International
Printing Tragdes Consultative Committee, Public Service TUI,
Commissionlem Engineers, llanagerial Staffs a

first quazrier),

nd Technicians,

- +the,dagfence of the rights of the migrant workers,

ol

Wen-affiliated organisations from Great Britain, Port

Belgium, Finland, Italy and other countries will be involved in
these actions on a large scale,

m
}-

~
2

H

The European Department will participate in a seminar on the



-
topic "Industrial Democracy" to be held in Hungary (first quarier),

A seminar on energy problems, including the uses of nuclear
energy and safe working conditiors in nuclear power spationsz, wil
be held(in cooperation with Miners TUI and National {n¥on of Iiline
of Britain, third quarter),

In cooperation with Transpori TUI a European Weminar on
Transport Policy will be held (Vienna, second gquarter),

V. AUTZVITIES CONCERNING COOPERATION WITH UN AS@NCIES, 11O

The main attention is to be concentrated’on the questions of
disarmament, the problems of employment, the right to work, and
the establishment of work norms meeting #he¥interests d th
wo rkers of the whole world, lMost particmlar attention is to be

given to the elections to the Governing #6dy, which ara to be
held in the course of %he 67%h sessieniof the II1O.

In addition, the WFTU amd) its, Ofganisations should adopt
a clear stand and defend it “im"the Tramework of the discussion
on the strucgure of the Il0y ongthe subject of which the Vorking
Group is to meet twice inM981.

The WFTU togethemmwith the TUIs, wlll pay closer attention
to the activities of #he ipdustrial coummittees (irom and sieel,

workers in education).

UNESCO

-

-~ The WFTU's prticipatien in the 38th session of the
International Conference cn Educatione

- The Tth UNESCO-teade unions consultative meeting (Paris,
April or June)

- Regional conferences,
FAQ

-~ The 21st Seneral conference of the FAO (Rome, October ar
Novembexr)

- Partiglpation together with the Agriculture TUI in FAO's
Umbre l¥a, Frogramme designed to involve the population in

ruralf9gvelopment,

~ leasures for the holding of the FAO-trade union consultative
meetings,



UNIDO

= Realisation in practice of the accords reached at the summit
meeting in Vienna in December 1979.

- The 15th session of the Industrial Development Board.

- the 15th and the 16th sessions of the Permanent Board of
the UHIDO.

ey
e

CTAD
= The stand of the WFTU on these questions is to be set forth in
the course of meetings of the Working Group on the basis of
a medium=term plen ard in the course of the sessions of the
trade and development board.

« On the occgsion of the 4th session of the United FNations
Conference on sn International Code of eonduct for technological
transfer, the WFTU should set forthy in a oritical spirit, its
stand on the insignificant results ‘obtained to this day.

VI. BECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEPARTMENT

The priority tasks and the aotiviiy of the Eccmomio
and Social Department ere $o be centred on the elaboration of
material for the Intermational Trade~Union Conference on the
Socio~Economic Aspects of Disarmament and for the 10th World
Yrede Union Congress,

At the same time, the Department will partioipate in the
preparation of all the WREU documents on the socio~econcomic
problems, the same as 4n the elaboration of the WFTU stand on the
varicus present day problems, The department is confronted in
relation to this with the question of cooperating to the deepening
of trade union action on the WFTU in conneotion with present day
problens.

The Department will participate in the fcllowing initiatives:
- A meeting of the Scientific Council of the WFTU (Prague, January)

- a seminar on the quality of life (Budapest, March)

- a seminar on industrial demoeracy, in cooperation with the
Hungarian®®rade Unions

- & seninar on the transnationals and the New International
Economie Order (Bucharest, seocond quarter)
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- the Department will publish two numbers of the WFTU Economic
and Scoial Bulletin, SIS

VII. TRADE UNION EDUCATION

The necessary measures will be tzken in 1981 4o reinforce
the WFTU activities in this direction. It is particularly
necessary to continue studying the possibility of oreating
trade union school annexed to the WFTU in Prague (in cooperation
with trade unions of Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, the USSR, the GIDR,
Romania and CGT-France).

= Continue to implement the Plan of Action (1979-1981) on
work in WFIU education by means of seminars in wvariouz countries:
Angola, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissan, Benin, Afghanistan, Vietnanm,
Niocaragua, Cuba, etoc.

- Elaborate and publish various educational material taking
into account the orientations of the WFTU and the ooncreie tasks
and needs of the national centres of Africa, Asia and Latin
America (curricula, schemes of conferences, study matter for
different level; a programme of slides ‘on the subject of
"35 Years in the Service of the Workers of the World" prepared
by the WFIU in cooperation with the FDGB of the GDR).

- Develop cooperation with-the 1.,L.0.,, U.N.E.S.C,0 and the
?.U.I.s as well as with trade unio eohools belonging to affiliated
and friendly organisations,

VIII. ACTIVITIES FOR WORKING WOMEN

Within the framework of the preparation for the 10th World
Trade Union Congress efforts will slso be oriented upon the
application of the decisions of the 4th World Trade Union Confew
rence on the problems of working women.

Diverse orientation material is to be prepared a3 a method-
ological manual for trade union women, a booklet on the condi-
tion of women in the world.

Arrangements will be made for a seminar for training women
trade union officers in Madagascar, and study the possibilities
of organising other seminars in Asia and Latin America.

Efforts will be made %0 strengthen cooperation with the
Women’s International Democratic Federation.

There will ©be continued activity within the United Nations
and 1%s speclalised agencies for the purpose of safeguarding the
rights, promoting the interests of workers and ooordinating this
activity with that of other internaitional democratic organisations.
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IX. ACTIVITIES TFOR YOUNG WORKERS

-——

B In the zpplication of the diro ctives adopted by them@MU!'s
! leading bedies, the Chorser of Young Workers, =nd alscatlie

cooperation agreaments with the orld Jederation of Dem@cratic

i Youth and the Internctional Unior of Students, the YPIU will Gamrw
on ‘the actF¥itiocs in-connection %o priority problefg Such as
the defence of the inte“asts of young
employment and the wore disci
countries znc by the chsence in chese cour Tles LQIW: democratic
policy in the matter of vcc:tional training.

workers aofTo@%hed by un-
lmlﬂﬁ}lOJS in the N 2list

s Will be taken to develop coopergdor wit +he
teas of momber and 1_1‘1""1_[ (03 """l‘l"‘i«".“ﬁi(}‘«ls lor the

G
“urpos” Or realising precise commorn action X eddition, active

;
cooperation with the youth oz rgeniscogions Siathc world will also
continue in the st uggle agoinst lae®ricliSh, fasecism, rocism
and oppressi oz, cnd for pecce, Clg@gnomeNt, the frecdoms and
secicl pregrese.

s =
£ - e It -
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During thiq O”rlcf the Dap ri:@ep¥ will euVﬁlOO tiie fol-~

- A Burope=n initiative-in UWeration with the Buropean
Youth Centre (Strassbours 3)y oz the problems of 1a abour safety,
provection of the heslth of JOURYE »eople and cooperation anmong
the trade unions' vouth corimiuF€cs (7 ‘ebruary). '

i < o
|

! A meeti of Duropecan surel youtih in cocpersiion with the
i Agrlculture UI (Pc;tuJ“L, Frch.),

v

- The 01ﬂn ng of cge¥cority school in Victinzm.

Porticipotion in #e preparaticns for the World Youth
Forum and Students fQPeace, Detenie and Di ormonent (Helsinki,
Jomuory ), i

U"

e L1001

Jyouth comnittees shoulcd
in the publications of 4f WU,

The activitieg OF the tr-do unions!

10 e a

Consu ;tatiors on.svccific preblais of e
vodd | 80§

U_L.L._Lk_a
brozdily ﬂﬁ??

e
eaploved
TUIs

d & 0ot a8 pstds e 403 1
4 Ve Ccirviec out with the
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Commisaion’s work is solidarity aotivity and legal assistance
t0 workers falling victim to repression and violation of human
and trade-unicn rights.

On this basis, the Commission intends to carry out in 1981
the following aotivities:

= Joint initiatives in defence of trade union rights, in
ccoperation with the Internaticnal Assoociation of Demooratioe
Lawyera (mqrﬁ;cularly in such countries as Turkey, Bolivia ,
El Salvador).

- Dispatch of missions of lawyers 4o various countries where
there are violaiions of trade union rights, in cooperation with
national and international organisations.

- Commission on Transnational Corporations .

The Commission will devote in 1981 its main activities
‘40 offering praotical aid to the Internstional Coordination
Committecs whioh work in the framework of (one or severa 1 trans-—
national corporations. Two séssions will be held: in January
(Budapest) and in September (Helsinki ).

The Commission will study in its meetings the experience in
the anti-monopolist struzgle of different cenires, national trade
organisations and the TUIs in owxder to Tind the best ways of
providing them a multilateral/ practical aid, ineiuding the
utilisation of the speecial fund oreated for this committee
(This applies in particular ‘%o CGT, TUI’s of Food, Textile and
011 Workers and others if negessiiy arisces), _

Commission on the Eawdironment

The prineipal task of this Commission will consist in
preparing and holding an international symposium on the topie
"The Trede Unions, the Werkers and the Environment"” (in cooperation
with the Czechoslovak trade unions - second quarter, Prague).

On the basis of the. results of this symposium a dooument

..will be elaborate and Submitied to the 4th Curopean Regional
Conference of the ILOs

Working Groun on. Social Seocurity

The Group will /werk on basioc documentaticn for updating the
Charter cdopted &t tThe 5th World Trade Union Congress, as a
contribution to the-discussion at the 10th World Trade Union
Congress (in cooperation with CGT, FDGB and AUCCTD).
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Commission on Engineers, Managerial Staff and Technicians

In the course of its two sessions {o be held in 1981, this
Commission will deal, among other things with the following
problens:

., = Engineers, managerial staff and tech nicians'and a 3rd
UN Devzlopment Decade,

= The conversion of the arms industry for peaceful ends,
and the regponsibilities of this category of workers,

= The recognition of higher education diplomas,

- Publication of the Turin Charter o2 Dexands.

- To study_ the possibility of holding sessions in Italy
(second querter) and in Bucherest (fourth guarter).

International Trade Union Committesiof Social Tourism a2nd Leisure
In 1981 the ITUCSTL will work on:

1) éontinuing to study the culturel ard ecc. >gical aspects of
@ocial tourism with the aim of workinz out a unity-oriented
trade union concept of leifure policy;

2)"Regionalising its aotiviiy, concentrating its attention on
leisure in developing coumiries and also contributing to ex=-
changes of experience omn the question of social tourism in
the socizlist countiries;

3) Bxpanding information on the reciprocal influence of social
tourism and peaceful xoecistence at international leval;

4) Further developing the fruitful cooperation with the Inter-
national Buream,of Social Tourism and the ILO, and establishe
ing new contacts with UNESCO and the World Tourism Organisa—
tion,

These polisies will be exsmined during the meetings of the
ITUCSTL which are held twice a year. '
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The moin task of the TUIs Department iz to continue i gving
~Ginsticn in the WMTU's enc TUIs' cctivities, to giv ny

esgery dif to vas TUIst work 202 fo nale joint prep loms
the 10th jerld Yrade Uniczn Congress, :

V1th this r~im in view and onthe bosis of $he 193Q I™MU-TUIs
Consulictive ileetirz, bilater:zl meetinzs ané con ations will
ve organised between the 7T Secretoriat cnd i cretariats

ef vorious TUIs orn =ziren CnlT L2 Trade-usse ture oi the
TULs cnd stepping up vheir activities in specii spheres of strug -

gle, esgnecizlly cgrinet the trocsnation~ls. ‘

The next WPTU-TUIs Consult-tive Jlesting, be held during
o £ C

. ata

TLdV "
the first cquwter of 19861, will examire is ;" connected with
-the preperation of the 10th Congeess _

Thae ¥PTU vAll +: o i _-_..ce;vlor_:.l Zrzce Conierencsas
of the Transport TUI {(October 19 'y JIS® (Budspest, 25-30 lay
1981) ané the- Standinz Co;-mli‘i:t&c_? s
12-14 1=y 19€1).

Ve 2an b : g
agetings (ACainisitrative f&l:v CUTELIUX) .
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ST AT EMENT
of the Federal Assembly of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic

on the General Declaration of Trade Union Rights

The Federal Assembly of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
welcomes the Genersal Declaration of Tréde UniorwRights, adopted
by the Ninth World Congress of Trade Uniongfy,as a significant
document summing up the aims for the struzgle, joint activities
end solidarity of the trade unior.s of the whole world in such
a way as to sallow them free andicreative expansion of their
mission in continuous estaebligshing of a world order, in which
social insecurity and eny form of expbitation of man by man
shall not exist, in which the working people will have achieved
full realization of theirwwights, including the right to work
and & happy life in peace.

The Federal Assembly ,while following the basic principles
of this document has agalin considered the guarancies of trade
union rights, the methods’ of their protection and realization
by internal Czechoslewgk legislature.

It tekes notegof the fact that in Czechoslovakia the
supreme humen right - the right to work, velid for everybody
with respect to his heslth and gbilities - is ensured to the
full. Unemployment, whether in open or hidden form, has been,
for the last) 35 years of peaceful development in Czechoslovakia,
an unknown ‘phenomenon. The working people are ensured to be
rewardedafor the work done according to its quantity, quality,
and social significance without any discrimination at all,

the same counts for the right to security and health protection
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at work, leisure and recreation after work,; for costless medical
and hospitel treatment. |

The united trade union movement as & volunteer orgenization
of the ruling workers class and of the other working people
assumes a significant position in our socialist political system.
The Federal Assembly underlines with full responsibility that
the decisive rights and freedoms of the trade undons are secured
by the socialist system and ensured by the code%ef law.

In a series of stipulations by the basie_law - The Constitution
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, nof@ibly in article 5 and
chapter II = the right of the tradejuniong“and the'working people
to comprehensive and active partiedpation in the life of the
soclety and the étate, the rightyto freedom of expression, speech
and the press, freedom of asgemply jfreedom of streed parades
processions, and manifestatiowns, @he right to the integrity of
one’s person and dwelling, secreeéy of mail and transmissions of
reports, the right to a free stay, have been established within.

The principlex includeddn the Constitution of the CSSR
are elaborated in a series of further legal regulations. The law
number 74/1973 Sb. has gexfirmed the principle that the trade
unions in the CSSR develop their activity freely without ingerence
and control by the ghgans of the state., Establishing of organi-
zations and organsyef the Revolutionary Trade Union llovement,
its rules and ac#s based on these, are not subject to control or
approval by théhstate,

The law, fumber 37/1959 Sb., which has given a legal
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expressiondbe, the important resolution of the IV'® A1l Trade Union

Congress concerning the Factory Commitees of the trade
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unions, constitutes a significant seal on the political and
legal standing of trade union organs in relation to;economic
organs and to those of the state, and has thus become the(basisa
for the development of mutual cooperation and coordination
between thaﬁ, and for decisions made by the Factory Committees
in matters of interest of the working people stipulated by law.
The Labour Code as the basic code of the working
people, drafted due to the iniciative of the Revolutionary
Trade Union Movement has -among the basic principles - stipulmted
the participation of the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement in
labour - law relations, and this principle 18 projected into ita
various rulings that guarantee the, mission of the trade unions
to act on behalf of the collectiyes of the working people, to
defend their interests and care forstheir economic, social and
cultural development.
On the basis of Jegal,righta the Revolutionary Trade
Union Movement and its organs are a party to setting, realization,
and control of aplication of economic plans at all levels of
management in the context of the whole society, in every branch,
individual enterppises and factories. Freedom of collective
bargaining and negotiating collective contracts is ensured to
the full. In all decisive problems concerning the interests of the
working people, the,trade union organs have a right = in harmony
with socialist democracy - to express their stands aﬁd recomen=-
dationse. Within many a problem concerning vital and legal secu-
rities of the working people, the trade unions are equipped with
rights to coordinated éecisions, and the measures that have been
taken by the economiec management without their consent are not
valid legally. The Trade unions exercise social supervision over

security and health protection at work and over adherénce to the
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stipulations of laws covering work, inclnuding wage regulations,
and those covering the numbers of employed hands, They administer
the sickness insurance funds and have broad powers in the

splizry ephere of social security, stipulated notably by the law
on sickness insurance number 54/1956 Sb., in the formulations

of further executive regulations and in the law number 121/1975
Sb. on social security.

The participation of trade unions in setting,applying
and controlling labour code regulations and/other norms con-

" cerning important interests of the working people in economy,
production, work, wages, medical services, culture; and social
conditions is thus fully ensured. The trade union organs deal
with cases of controversies in ‘wor¥k. A1l measures mentiohed above
are evidence to the fact that the, powers and social influence

of the Revelutionary Tradedlnion/MovemBnt are broader than the
basic demands set by the [Generel Declaration of the Vorld
Federation of Trade Unions on the trade unions rights.

For the applicatiom/of these broad pﬁwera, necessary
material prerequisites have also been ensured. Their realizatiom
is guaranteed py cooperation with the organs of the state, which
- in their activities{-jrespect the status of the trade unions
and support their aetivity, which is made possible by the fact
that in a sociaglis® society and in a country where power rests
in the hands of “the working people associated in a broad
National Front mespecting the leadership of the Communist Party
of Cgzechoslovakia, antagonistic contradictions between the
trade uniong and the state simply do not exist, _

The trade union movement in the GSSR is, in this way,
equipped with all legal, material and other essential prere-
quisites comprised in the General Declaration of Trade Union

Rights,
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The Federal Assembly lays great emphasis on legislative
ensuring and real application of the principles of the General
Declaration of Trade Union Rights. It has taken significant
care to have them enclosed in the codes of law in the 3ssr,
and in its control and initiative activity cares for their
comprehensive and consistent application. On this oqpasion
it calls on all executives of the economic management atall level
to . deepen active cooperation with the organs of ‘the trade unions
stipulated by law, because this is the way leading to consistent
realization of economic and social aims, to imcreasing the
effectiveness of production, to further broadening of socialist
democracye.

In the same spirit which?brings it to care for ensuring
the rights of the working peofie ardytrade unions in the USSR,
the Federal Assembly appeals, to parliaments and leg;slative
bodies in the whole world‘to créate real conditions for ap-
piicationiof the noble aims of this Declaration of the VWFTU
in such a way that the possdbility of restriction or suppression
of trade union rights be exeluded, that the trade unions be
sheltered from pressure of power organs, and that their aims
aﬁd:rights be respectedy’

The basic pregrequisite to ensure and furtheg develop
the trade union rights has been the preservation and strengthening
of world peace.,The Federal Assembly, therefore, gives expression
to its conviction that the Jjust struggle of the working people
of the wholeaworld, the peaceful perspective of this struggle
being presénted and forwarded by the Soviet Union, the Socialist
Community, and other peaceloving forces, will bring positive
results, that progressive trade unions in the whole world will

play a significant part in the fight against the efforts of the
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most reactionary forces of imperialism to undermine peaceful
coexistence and to sharpen international relations, and that
they will actively support peaceful proposals for decreasing
international tensions, for disarmement and for peaceful

coexistence and cooperation.
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