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Fartido Communista Fortugues
Rua Soeiro Fereira Gomes
F - Lishoa / Portugal

Dear comrades, : l

As you may have observed in the press, new tensi have arisen in
recent weeks bﬂtﬂﬂ&n aur country Turkey and. the geipie s Republic of
Bulgaria.

More than 300 000 Bulgarian citirens of Turki
courttry and moved into Turkey within two mon
Turkish government closed the border, deman the preparation of
an emigration agreement hetween Turkey and garia, as many more
are exMpected to follow. Emigration of so Y peEople to a foreign
land is a tragic event Causing many new pamms in both countries

Nigin left their
Last month the

and fuelling tensions in their bilatera lations.
What are the causes of this emmi M-ILQ he tensions in the
relations of the two countries?

opre of Turkish origin have been
shment of the Feople®s Republic
ecognized this fact officially

reserve the cultural identity of

For centuries more than & mi i
living in Bulgaria. After th’tsf Tl
aof Bulgaria the socialist

and had taken a number of

this large national m1nm‘°
However, since 1984 thﬁ %5 been reversed. The Bulgarian
authorities began changing wg.ilrkiﬁh names of these citizen into
Bulgarian names. To write or even to talk in Turkish has been

prohibited. The contiruati f the traditional way of life of these
people has been severely rggliictedn

All this was met with a ’E iderable resistance on the side of the
Turkish minority and h d to a great deal of unrest. Most of the
Bulgarian citizen of T ish origin see now the emmigration to
Turkey as the only uﬂb (e n‘ this situation.

In a statement on th of last June, we stressed that the
attitude of the Bul gldﬁ goavernment towards its citizens of Turkish
origin is incompajible with human righte and with the ideals of
socialism we cjef@

In the same w; enty, it is also assured that our Farty supports
the initiativ 1m1ng to stop the intensification of tensions
between the t talkan countries and to start bilateral talks.

are of t@zmw that the only solution to the praoblem lies in
i

negutlatl o we will continue to support every effort aiming to
bring a p&;tal solution to the issue,



In our opinion, there are a series of measyres that the Bulgarian
‘government should take. Everything should be done for the members of
the Turkish minority to feel themselves living in their homeland.
Their ethrnic identity should be recognised and they shoulfgbe able
to live in their country as citizens having equal right

O the other hand, ow Farty has always endeavoured to*vent thes
Ankara governments making use of the Turkish minoritigc@n T O EL O
countries for political ends and we are determined tdﬁi!htinue CHLAE

efforts in this respect. :

We called the bublﬁc opinion of our country to asses the situation
calmly and condemned repeatedly anti-Bulgarian c;a?{gna and
insisted that the only way to find a solution i rough dialog
betwsen the two countries.

We will also spend every effort, on humanita graunds, for the
solution of the problems of hundred of thou of Bulgarian Turks

who have arrived in Turkey.

We are writing to yvou with the belief tha%uu may want to know our

position on this matter.

We wish you every success in ymAwor%J

Yours comradely, v

Mehmet FHaraca &v sman Dakalsiz

Deputy President 0 0\ Deputy General Secretary
Ly -

For communications please L? the following adress:
M. Giller ‘

Fostfach 13 02 10

D - 4150 Krefeld Q



TURKIYE BIRLESIK KOMUNIST PARTIS
MERKEZ KOMITESI
United Communist Party of Turkey
Central Committee

12.9.1989

Dear comrades,

We would like to inform you about a new imitiative of our party.
Our party has decided that our leading members who are still
abroad shall return to Turkey between September 1989 and new vear.
Only comrade Mehmet Karaca, Assistant Chairman, and comrade Osman
Sakalsiz, Assistant General Secretary,.will remain abroad in order
to secure the continuity of the{party.

Four members of the Central Committee, comrade Erdal Talu, comrade
Ahmet Kardam, comrade Seref ¥Yildiz; and comrade Mehmet Bozisik are
returning to Turkey between/September 18 and September 25, 1989.

With the return of comrade Nihat)Sargin, chairman of our party,
and comrade Haydar Kutlu, the General Secretary of our party, on
November 16, 1987,the communists were able to put the question of
a legal communist movement and freedom of thought onto the agenda
of the political life in Turkey. Although Dr.Sargin and Mr.Kutlu
were tortured brutally and are still in Prison, the legality of
the United Communist Party.of Turkey and its pProgram have gained
broad support within the.country. After the beginning of the trial
against Kutlu and Sargin at the State Security Court of Ankara, a
broad discussion of human rights and fundamental freedoms has
started in Turkey. Almost all political, social and juridical
institutions, the oppoSition parties, the intellectuals and
personalities of themgduntry spoke in favor of the legal activity
of the communists in Turkey and even president Mr.Kenan Evren and
prime minister Mr.Turgut Ozal accepted this demand. So we can say
that the return of Sargin and Kutlu to Turkey was indeed a
contribution to fhe process of democratization of the country and
a strong impetus for the formation of a broad public opinion for
the reform of the anti-democratic Constitution of 1982 and the
abolution of #the articles in the Turkish Penal Code which restrict
the freedom of thought and ban the legal activity of the communist
movement .

In short, “the gquestion of legal activity of the communists in
Turkey cannot be removed from the political agenda any more,
because ,itv'has been connected with the problem of establishment of
a human,pluralistic, democratic society in Turkey.



However. the ruling circles persist in speaking in a way and
practicing in an other and do not live up to the statements they
have made. The regime which was established after the military
coup d'etat of September 12, 1980 in Turkey, tries to delay the
changes towards democratization. Torture and ill-treatment in the
prisons remain as one of the most urgent problems. The basic human
rights of the Kurdish people living in Turkey have not been
recognized. Widespread military operations are presently underway
in the Kurdish regions and mass deportations are being prepared.
The trials against the Turkish Peace Movement and trade—union
confederation DiSK are still pending. The trial against Devrimci
Yol has ended with severe sentences, including death penalties.
The trial against Kutlu and Sargin is still going on. Despite
widespread demands for their release, our comrades have spent 22
months in prison now.

Taking all these facts into consideration, our party decided to
initiate further steps in accordance with 1ts policy of
contribution to the process of democratization in Turkey. The
return of the leading members of our party who are still abroad is
one of them.

With this return, we hope to be able to participate more directly
and more effectively in the political 'life of Turkey and prepare
the remaining steps of the legality of the communist movement. We
hope that this return will also give an answer to the gquestion
when the ban on freedom of thought shall be lifted. We shall do
everything in our power to win the legality for the communists of
Turkey as well as to make our contribution for shaping a
democratic Turkey. We are sure that you will also understand and
support this step of ours and be in solidarity with this struggle
for peace, democracy and social Progress.

With our comradely greetings

Mehmet Karaca Osman Sakalsiz

Assistant Chairman Assistant General Secretary

For communications please use the following address:

M. Giler
Postfach 13 02 10
4150 Krefeld



TURKIYE BIRLESIK KOMUNIST PARTIS!
MERKEZ KOMITES!
United Communist Party of Turkey
Central Committee

$2.9.1989

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In this letter we want to inform you about a new initiative of our
party. Our party has decided that our leading members who are
still abroad shall return to Turkey between September 1989 and new
year. Only Mr. Mehmet Karaca. Assistant Chairman, and Mr. Osman
Sakalsiz, Assistant General Secretary, will remain abroad in order
to secure the representation of our party until another decision.

Four members of our Central Committee, Mr .Erdal Talu, Mr.Ahmet
Kardam, Mr.Seref Yildiz and Mr .Mehmet Bozisik are returning to
Turkey between September 18 and September 25, 1989.

With the return of our chairman. Dr. Nihat Sargin, and our General
Secretary, Mr.Haydar Kutlu, on November 16, 1987 to Turkey, we
were able to put the gquestion of a legal communist movement onto
the agenda of the political life of Turkey. Although Dr.Sargin and
Mr .Kutlu were tortured brutally and are still in prison, the
legality of the United Communist Party of Turkey and its program
have gained broad support within the country. After the beginning
of the trial against Kutlu and Sargin at the State Security Court
of Ankara, a broad discussion of human rights and fundamental
freedoms has started in Turkey. Almost all political, social and
juridical institutioms, the opposition parties, the intellectuals
and personalities of the country spoke in favor of the legal
activity of the communists in Turkey and even president Mr.Kenan
Evren and prime minister Mr.Turgut Ozal accepted this demand. So
we can say that'the return of Sargin and Kutlu to Turkey was
indeed a contribution to the process of democratization of the
country and a strong impetus for the formation of a broad public
opinion for+the reform of the anti-democratic Constitution of 1982
and the abolution of the articles in the Turkish Penal Code which
restrict the freedom of thought and ban the legal activity of the
communist movement. Now, the question of legal activity of the
communists in Turkey cannot be removed from the political agenda
any more, because it has been connected with the establishment of
a human, pluralistic, democratic society in Turkey.



However, the regime which has formed after the military coup
d'etat of September 12, 1980, resists the democratization steps
and tries to delay every development in this direction. So the
Turkish authorities do not act according to the statements they
have made in Turkey and abroad. The basic human rights of the
Kurdish people living in Turkey have not been recognized.
Widespread military operations are presently underway in the
Kurdish regions and mass deportations are being prepared. The
trials against the Turkish Peace Committee and the trade-—union
confederation DISK are still pending. The trial against Dev-Yol
has ended with severe sentences, including death penalties. The
trial against Dr. Sargin and Kutlu is still going on. Despite
widespread demands inside and outside the country for their
release, they have spent 22 months in prison now.

Taking all these into consideration, our party has decided to
initiate further steps in accordance with its policy of
contributing to the process of democratization of Turkey. The
returning of the leading members of our party who are still abroad
is one of them.

With this return, we intend to be able to ‘participate directly in
the political life of Turkey more effectively, contribute more
actively to the founding of a democratic, pluralistic and human
society in Turkey and prepare the remaining steps to achieve the
legality of the communist movement and the lifting of the bans on
the freedom of thought. This step also intends to persuade the
authorities of Turkey to remove the contradictions between the
laws and practices in Turkey and the international obligations of
Turkey which are written in various Conventions on human rights as
well as in the Final Document of Vieanna that Turkey has signed 1in
January of this vear.

Unfortunately, torture and ill-treatment during police
interrogation is still wide—-spread in Turkey. We hope that the
authorites take the necessary precautions to exclude such
practices. However, in case the returning political refugees
encounter ill-treatment or torture, we shall ask for your
solidarity.

We are sure that you will also understand and support this step of
ours and contribute to our struggle for peace, democracy and
pProgress.

Sincerely vyours

Mehmet Karaca Osman Sakalsiz
Assistant Chairman Assistant General Secretary

ations ease use the following address:
M. Giler
Postfach 13 02 10
4150 Krefeld



Tiirkiye Birlesik Komiinist Partisi
Merkez Komitesi

United Communist Party of Turkey
Central Committee

September 8th, 1989

Dear comrades,

As you may have observed in the press, new tensions have arisen in

recent weeks between our country Turkey and the People's Republic of
Bulgaria.

More than 300 000 Bulgarian citizens of Turkish origin left their
country and moved into Turkey within two months. Last month the
Turkish government closed the border, demanding the preparation of
an emigration agreement between Turkey and Bulgaria, as many more
are expected to follow. Emigration of so many people to a foreign
land is a tragic event causing many new problems in both countries
and fuelling tensions in their bilateral relations.

What are the causes of this emigration and the tensions in the
relations of the two countries?

For centuries more than a million people of Turkish origin have been
living in Bulgaria. After the establishment of the People's Republic
of Bulgaria the socialist state had recognized this fact officially

and had taken a number of steps to preserve the cultural identity of
this large national minority.

However, since 1984 this policy has been reversed. The Bulgarian
authorities began changing the Turkish names of these citizen into
Bulgarian names. To write or even to talk in Turkish has been
prohibited. The continuation of the traditional way of life of these
people has been severely restricted.

All this was met with a considerable resistance on the side of the
Turkish minority and has led to a great deal of unrest. Most of the
Bulgarian citizen of Turkish origin see now the emigration to Turkey
as the only way out of this situation.

In a statement on the 6th of last June, we stressed that the
attitude of the Bulgarian government towards its citizens of Turkish

origin is incompatible with human rights and with the ideals of
socialism we defend.



In the same statement, it is also assured that our Party supports
the initiatives aiming to stop the intensification of tensions
between the two Balkan countries and to start bilateral talks.

We are of the view that the only solution to the problem lies in
negotiations and we will continue to support every effort aiming to
bring a political solution to the issue.

In our opinion, there are a series of measures that the Bulgarian
government should take. Everything should be done for the members of
the Turkish minority to feel themselves living in their homeland.
Their ethnic identity should be recognized and they should be able
to live in their country as citizens having equal rights.

On the other hand, our Party has always endeavored to prevent the
Ankara governments making use of the Turkish minorities in foreign
countries for political ends and we are determined to continue our
efforts in this respect.

We called the public opinion of our country to asses the situation
calmly and condemned repeatedly anti-Bulgarian campaigns and
insisted that the only way to find a solution is through dialog
between the two countries.

We will also spend every effort, on humanitarian grounds, for the
solution of the problems of hundred of thousands of Bulgarian Turks
who have arrived in Turkey.

We are writing to you with the belief that, you may want to Know our
position on this matter.

We wish you every success in your work.

Yours comradely,

Mehmet Karaca Osman Sakalsiz
DW Deputy General Secretary
,Lr’””“\ // /’}j)//

For communications please use the following address:

M. Gililer
Postfach 13 02 10
D - 4150 Krefeld




Tiirkiye Birlesik Komiinist Partisi
Merkez Komitesi

United Communist Party of Turkey
Central Committee

23 September 1989

Dear Madam/Sir,

Mr.Turgut Ozal, Prime Minister of Turkey, is addressing your prestigeous Assembly
on Wednesday, 27 September 1989. This will undoubtedly provide you with an oppor-
tunity of assessing Turkey's compliance with the provisions contained in the
European Convention on Human Rights..As a Party committed to democracy and human
rights, we would like to bring to your attention a few important points which you
may want to consider raising with Mr.0zal in the course of the discussions.

It has now become clear that one of the most important obstacles for democracy
in Turkey is the presence of infamous Articles 141 and 142 of the Turkish Penal
Code which were adopted from the Mussolini's Italy in the 1930s. These articles
have been extensively used to suppress freedoms of expression and association.
The charges against the Turkish Peace Association, the trade union confederation
DiSK, several other organisations and individuals have been brought under these
articles. They also form the main legal obtacle to the legal functioning of the
communist party. Indeed, our imprisoned leaders Dr.Sargin and Mr Kutlu are on
trial charged under the same articles.

Although the possibility of repealing these articles and lifting the ban on the
legal functioning of the communist party has been expressed by Mr 0zal himself
on several occasions no concrete steps have so far been taken. On the contrary,
the issue is being dodged by the government. A government bill orasented as

a major step towards improving the penal code came out to be an arrangement for
facilitating the execution of death sentences by removing the requirement for
the Parliament's approval. The arrest of eight members of our Party, four being
CC members yesterday upon their return from political exile is yet another indi-
cation of the government's reluctance on repealing Articles 141,142 and other

legal orovisions restricting the freedom of expression and association. If Mr
0zal is sincere in nis statements



The situation of over ten million Kurdish people in Turkey is another burning
issue of democracy and human rights. Almost daily, tragic incidents are
taking place where lives are lost. In the latest one, the security forces
killed six people in South-Eastern Turkey. Although the Minister of Interior
claims that those killed were terrorists, the main opposition party SHP stated,
on the basis of the information gathered from the local people, that they were
only ordinary people.

At the root of the problem lies the denial of the existence of the Kurdish
people together with their inalienable rights such as their right to speak their
language and to promote their culture. The issue is oficially handled within

the context of national security and all movements pursuing the national rights
of the Kurdish people are regarded as "separatist”, hence brutally suppressed.
Is Mr 0zal prepared to recognise the rights of the Kurdish people or is he to
continue the present policy of brutal repression aiming assimilation?

Another important issue is the presence of hundreds of political prisoners in
Turkey's prisons. They are either sentenced to lengthy prison terms or kept
under arrest while on trial for their views. The:arrest is unlawfully used as
a de facto sentence, as most vividly observed in the case of our leaders

Dr Sargin and Mr Kutlu who have been under arrest for nearly two years. Is Mr
0zal considering a general amnesty for all those sentenced for their views

and political activities? Is he considering immediate release of Sargin, Kutlu
and all others who are being kept under arrest without legal justification?

He have no doubt that Mr Ozal will quite rightly state that his government
signed international conventions on the prevention of torture. The period since
the signing has shown that unless those conventions are made part and parrel

of the internal legislation, the detainees will continue to be left to the mercy
of torturers. What urgent steps is Mr 0zal taking in this regard?

The practice of the new trade union legislation in the last five years has
clearly shown that it drastically curtails the right to free organising, to free
collective bargaining, and to strike. Due to implementation of these laws,
Turkey has been criticised at every ILO Conference since their imposition.

Is Mr Ozal considering to amend the trade union laws in such a way to make

them compatible with the demands of our trade union movement and the IL0?



We believe that Turkey can progress towards a proper democracy where the
provisions of European Convention on Human Rights are observed only if
concrete positive steps are taken in the crucial issues of democracy as
mentioned above. Such steps will be welcomed and supported by all democ-
ratic circles including our Party. There is now a general consensus in
the public opinion and amongst the political parties to remove all
obstacles before democracy.

The discussion on Wednesday on Turkey with PM Ozal at the Assembly may
help contribute to this process at the extent that the abovementioned

issues are properly addressed and you can play a part in it.

We thank you in advance for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

Mehmet Karaca Osman Sakals:i
veputy President Deputy- General Secretary
; .

espondence address: Mr M. Giler
Postfach 13 02 10

D- 4150 Krefeld
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TURKIYE BIRLESIK KOMUNIST PARTISI ’fp)( E' '
MERKEZ KOMITESI

United Communist Party of Turkey
Central Committee

An das Zentralkommitee

der Danischen Kommunistischen Partei
Dr. Tvaergade 3

D — 302 Kopenhagen

17. Juni 1989

Liebe Genossen,

Wir haben mit den Tod des Genossén Ib N@rlund mit Besturzung
erfahren und teilen Euren Trauers Wir.kannten Genossen Ib N@rlund
als einen konsequenten und standhaften/ Denker und Kampfer fir die
Sache der arbeitenden Menschen, ‘der.Demokratie und des Friedens
uberall auf der Welt.

Wir werden ihm ein ehrendes Andenken bewahren.

Stellvertretender Generalsekretar

Osman Sakalsiz

For communications please use the following address:

M. Gliler

Postfach 13 02 10

D-4150 Krefeld

Federal Republic» of Germany



%J " ACTION - burchschiige ohne Kohlepapier

United Communist Party of Turkey
12.12.1988

Aal

e
- To the ' | v
~ Portuguese Communist Party s
- 3
™ & |

‘g | = . ‘Z’,
'B!eaz- comrades, A J

Unfortunately our comrade wh osed to come to your
congress was unable to deo mé gg like to apoligize for

this.,

Ye enclose the message u& y to your congress in this
letter, We wish you sucses your struggle for democracy,
" peace and social pro_gress,v

AI With freternal greetings,

Ali B8ylemezoplu
Representative for Europe

Post faclf30 210
D « 4150 Krefeld
Federal Republic of Germany





