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TÜRKıYE BlRLEşIK KoMÜNlsT PARTlsl
MERKEZ KOMITESİ

United Comınunist Pany of Tuıkey
c€nkal commiıtee

Dear comrades,

12.9. 1989

!{e would like to inform you about a new initiative of our party.
our party ha§ decided that our leading members who are stiiıabroad shal1 return to Turkey between September 1989 and new year.only comrade Mehmet Karaca, Assistant chairman, and. comrad.e osmansakalsiz, Assistant General secretary, will remain abroad in orderto secure the continuity of the party.

Four members of the Centra] Coııırnittee, comrad.e Erd,al Talu, comrad.eAhmet Kardam, comrade Seref Yildiz, and comrad,e Mehmet Bozisik arereturning to Turkey betüreen September 18 and §eptember 25, 1989.

with the return of comrade Nihat sargin, chairman of our party,
and comrade Haydar Kutlu, the General Secretary of our puity, o.,November 16, I9a7,the coınmunists were able to put the questİon ofa legal communist movement and freed.om of thougrht onto the agenaıaof the po]itical life in Turkey. Althougrh Dr.Sargin and Mr.Kutluwere tortured bruta] ]y and are stilI in prison, the lesality ofthe united comınunist party of Turkey and its proqram hıve gralnedbroad support 9rithin the country. After the beginningr of the trıaüagainst Kutlu and Sargin at the State Security Court of Ankara, abroad discussion of huınan rights and fundamental freedoms hasstarted in Turkey. A].most alI political, social and juridical
institutions, the opposition parties, the inteliectuıls andpersonalities of the country spoke in favor of the legal activityof the communists in Turkey and even president Mr.kenan Evren andprime minister Mr.Turgut özal accepted this demand. So we .İ., -.ythat the return of sargin and kut lu to Turkey was indeed acontribution to the process of democratization of the country and.a strong impetus for the formation of a broad pubiic opinion forthe reform of the anti-democratic constitution of Ig82 and theabolution of the articles in the Turkish penaı code which restrıctthe freedom of thought and ban the legal activity of the communistmovement.

In short, the question of legal activity of the communists inTurkey cannot be removeh from the political agenda u.,y .oİu,because it has been connected with the problem of estıbüishmenta human, pluralistic, democratic society in Turkey.
of
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However. the ruling circles Persist in speaking in a way and
practicing in an other and do not live up to the statements theY
have made. The regime which was established after the mi litary
coup d'etat of SePtember 1_2, 1980 in Turkey, tries to delay the
changestoward,sdemocratjzation.Tortureandill-treatmentİnthe
prisons remain as one of the most urgent problems, Ttıe basic hurnan
ılsntu of the kurdish peop],e 1iving in Turkey have not been
recognized.Wi<iespreadmititaryoperationsarePresentlyunderı,ay
in the kurdish regions and masş deportations are being prepared.
The trials against the Turkish peace lvlovement and trade-union
confederation DlSK are sti1l Pending. The triat against Devrimci
yol has ended }rith severe sentences, inc ludin9 death penalties,
The trial against Kutiu and Sargln is sti11 going on, Despite
widesPread demands for their release, our cornrades have spent 22
months in Prison now.

Takins a11 these facts into consideration, our
initiate further steps in accordance }rith its
contribution to the Proces5 of democratization
return of the leadins members of our party who
one of them.

with this return, we hope to be able to participate more directiy
und .o.u effectiveIy in the political Iife of Turkey and prepare
the remaining steps of the ]egality of the coırıınunist movement. we

hope that this return vrill a15o give an answer to the question
whln the ban on freedom of thousht shall be lifted, lıIe shall do
everything ın our power to win the legıality for the comınunists of
Turkly as vrel ] as to make our contribution for shaping a
auao"İutl" Turkey. We are sure that you wi]l also understand and

",ppo.tthisstepofoursandbeinsoıidğrityrıiththisstrugglefor Peace, democracy and social Progress,

with our comrade ly greetings

party decided to
Policy of
in Turkey. The
are sti l1 abroad is

Mehme t karaca osman sakalsiz

Assistant Genera1 secretary

M. Güler
Postfach 13 02 10
4150 Kref e ld

Assistant chairman

For comrrunications please use the fo1lowin§ address:

i
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TüRKIYE BlRLEŞ|K KoMüNl5T PART|sl
MERKEZ KoMlTEsl

United Communist Pany ofTurk€y
centıal coınmiltee

12.9 .I9a9

Ladies and Gent lemen,

In this letter we h,ant to inform you about a new initiative of our
pİrtv. Our party has decided that our leading members }ıho are
stılıaıroadshallreturntoTurkeYbetweenSeptember1989andnew
year. only Mr. Mehmet Karaca. Assistant chairman, and Mr, osman-s.xuı"ı,,AssistantGenera]Secretary,ıüjllremainabroadinorder
to 5ecure the representation of our Party until another decision,

Four members of our Central CoIDnittee, Mr,Erdal Talu, Mr,Ahmet
İ;;a;; ü,lr. Seref Yi ldiz and Mr.Mehınet Bozisik are returning to
Turkey between September 18 and Septeınber 25, t9B9,

uıith the return of our chairman. Dr, Nihat sarsln, and our General
secretary, Mr.Haydar Kutlu, on November 16, l9a7 to Turkey, we

vıere auıe to Put the question of a legal cor§nunist movement onto
the agenda of the p"lİtl"ul life of Turkey, Aithoush Dr,Sargin and
llr.Xuİiu were tortured brutal ly and are sti11 in prison, the
lesalitv of the united corıırnun i st party of Turkey and its progran
haıe gained broad support v,ithin the country, After the begjnnins
of the triaI agaınst- kutlu and sargin at the state security court
ot enx.ru, a broad discussion of human rights and fundamental
freedoms has started in Turkey, Almost ali political, social and
j,-rİlal."l institutions, the opposition partie5, the inteIlectuaIs
and personalities of tııe country spoke in favor of the legal
activity of the cornİnunists in TurkeY and even President Mr,Kenan
Evren and prime minİster Mr.Tursut özal accepted this denand, So

ı.7e can say that the return of Sargin and Kutlu to Turkey was
indeed a contributjon to the process of democratization of the
cöuntry and a strong impetus for lhe formation of a broad public

"pi"ı"," 
for the ret-orm bt tn. anti_democratic constitution of 1982

and the abolutlon "İ-İlr. articles in the Turkish Penal Code which
İestrict the freedom of thought and ban the ]esal activity of the
communist movement. Now, the question of }ega], activity of the
comınuni sts in Turkey cannot be removed from the politicöl agenda
İ.rv .o.., because iİ ;;; been connected vıith the establishment of
o 

-nr.o., pluralistic, democratic society in Turkey,
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However, the regime which has formed after the mi litary coup
d'etat of September 12, I98o, resists the democratization stePs
and tries to deiay every deve loPment in this direction. So the
Turkish authorities do not act according to the statements they
have made in Turkey and abroad. The basjc human rights of the
Kurdish peoPIe living in Turkey have not been recognized.
widespread mi litary operations are presently underway in the
Kurdish regions and mass deportations are being Prepared. Ttıe
trjats against the Turkjsh peace cornmittee and the trade-union
confederation DiSK are stiIl pending. The trial against Dev-Yol
has ended with severe sentences, including death Penalties. The
tria] against Dr. sargin and Kutlu is sti}1 going on. Despite
widespread demands inside and outside the country for their
release, they have şpent 22 months in Prison now.

Takinçr atI these into consıderation, our party has decided to
initiate further steps in accordance }rith its poiicy of
contributing to the process of democratization of Turkey. The
returning of the ieading members of our party who are still abroad
is one of them.

with this return, ,ııe intend to be able to participate directly in
the political life of Turkey more effectively, contribute more
activeIy to the founding of a democratic, Pluraiistic and hunan
society in Turkey and prepare the remaining steps to achieve the
legality of the communjst movement and the lifting of the bans on
the freedom of thought. This step also intends to persuade the
authorities of Turkey to remove the contradictions between the
l aııs and practices in Turkey and the internationa1 obiigations of
Turkey which are written in varjous Conventions on human rights as
well as in the Fina], Document of Vieanna that Turkey has signed in
January of this year.

we are sure that you will also understand and support this step of
ours and contribute to our struggle for peace, democracy and
Progress.

sİncere ly yours

}leİırnet Karaca
Assistant chairman

osman Saka ls i z
Assistant General Secretary

Unfortunately, torture and i1l-treatment durjng poIice
interrogation is still wide-sPread in Turkey. lıre hope that the
authorites take the necessary Precautions to excıude such
practices. However, in case the returnin9 poıitical refugees
encounter ili-treatment or torture, we shall ask for your
so I idari ty .

For coEmunications Dlease use the folıowinq öddress:
M. GüIer
Postfach 13 02 10
4150 Krefe ld
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Tiiıkİye BtİıCşft Eomiin|{ Pattİsl
üeıLez Eomltesl

Urüted communtst Party of Turkey
central corrııntttee

Dear comrades,

As you may hav6 observed
recent weeks between our
Bulgaria.

sePtember 8th, 1989

ar].sen ın
Republi.c of

İjıore than 300 0oo Bulgarian citizens of Turkish origin left their
country and moved into Turkey within tvro months. Last month the
Turkish goverrrİnent closed the border, demanding the preParation of
an emigration agreement between Turkey and Bulgaria, as many more
are expected to fol1ow. Emigration of so many people to a foreign
land is a tragic event causing many new problems in both countries
and fuelling tensions in their bi lateral relations.
What are the causes of this emigration and the tensions in the
re lations of the two countries?

For centuries more than a million peoPle of Turkish origin have been
living in Bulgaria. After the establishınent of the People's Republ ic
of Bulgaria the sociaıist state had recognized this fact of f icia1-1y
and had taken a number of steps to preserve the cultura] identity of
this large national minority.
However, since 1984 this Policy has been reversed. The Bulgarian
authorities began changing the Turkish names of these citizen into
Bulgarian names. To write or even to talk in Turkish has beenprohibited. The continuation of the traditional way of 1ife of these
peoPle has been severely restricted.

in the Press, new tensions have
country Turkey and the People's

A1l this was met with a considerable resistance
Turkish minority and has Ied to a great deal of
Bulgarian citizen of Turkish origin see noı, the
as the only way out of this situation.

on the side of the
unrest. Most of the
emigration to Turkey

In a statement on the 6th of last June, we stressed that the
attitude of the Bulgarian qovernment towards its citizens of
origin is incompatibIe r,İith human rights and with the ideals
soci a I jsm we defend.

Turk i sh
of

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



In the s aıne statement, it is also assured that our Party suPports
the initiatives aiming to stoP the intensification of tensions
b€tween the tçıo Balkan countries and to start bilateral talks.

hıe are of the View that the only golution to the Problem
negotiations and we wi]l continue to support every effort
bring a Political solution to the issue.

asses the
campaigns

is through

ı ies in
aiming to

situation
and
dialog

In our opinion, there are a series of measures that the Bulgarian
government should take. Everything should be done for the merüers of
the Turkish minority to feel themselves ıiving in their homeland.
Their ethnic identity should be recognized and they should be able
to live in th€ir country as citizens having equal rights.

on the other hand, our Party has always endeavored to Prevent the
Arİkara goverrıments makins use of the Turkish minorities in f016ign
countri.es for political ends and we are determined to continue our
efforts in this respect.

lıle cal led the pubt ic opinion of our country to
caImly and condemned repeatedly anti-Bulgarian
insisted that the only Ifray to f ind a so]ution
bet}reen the tvro countries.

Vie will also spend every effort, on humanitarian
solution of the problems of hundred of thousands
vrho have arrived in Turkey.

grounds, for the
of Bulgarian Turks

w€ are writing to you with the belief that, you may want to know our
Position on this matt€r .

lıie wish you every success in your work.

Yours comrade ly,
Mehrnet karaca osman sa}alsiz

Deputy GeneraI SecretaryDe

M. Güıer
Postfach 13 02 10
D - 4150 Kref e ld

For corİtınuni cat i ons p lease use the f o 1 lowinq addtc€E_i
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TiiİLİyc Blİıcşık KoEüııst P8rttsı
Mertez komltesl

United Cornmunist Party of Turkey
central coffrüttee

23 September 1989

Dear !,iadam/Si r,

l{r.Turgut özal, Prime !.iinister of Turkey, is addressing your prestigeous Asseınbly

on l{ednesday, 27 Septeınber 1989. This will undoubtedly provide you rith an oppor-

tunity of assessing Turkey's compliance with the provisions contained in the
European convention on Human Rights..As a Party coımitted to democracy and hunan

rights, re ıould like to bring to your attention a ferı important points which you

may ıant to consider raising with Mr.özal in the course of the discussions.

It has noy become clear that one of the most important obstacles for denncracy

in Turkey is the presence of infamous Articles l4l and l42 of the Turkish Penal

Code f,hich ıere adopted from the Mussolini's ltaly in the 1930s. These articles
have been extensively used to suppress freedoüns of expression and association.
The charges against tbe Turkish Peace Association, the trade union confederation
DİSK, several other organisations and individuals have been brought under these
articles- They also fonn the main legal obtacle to the legal functioning of the
coırııuni st party. Indeed, our imprisoned leaders Dr.Sargın and Mr Kutlu are on

trial charged under the same articles.

Although the possibility of repealing these articles and lifting the ban on the
legal functioning of the comrıunist party has been expressed by Mr özal himself
on several occasions no concrete steps have so far been taken- 0n the contrary,
the issue is being dodged by the government. A government bill ıresentec as

a major step toxards improving the penal code came out to be an arrangement for
facilitating the execution of death sentences by removing the requirement for
the Parliaıııent's approval- The arrest of eight ünembers of our Party, four being
CC members yesterday upon their return from political exile is yet another indi-
cation of the governmentls reluctance on repealing Articles 141 ,142 and other
legal provisions restricting the freedom of expression and association- If Mr

0zal is sincere iıı his stateınents
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2

The situation of over ten million Kurdish people in Turkey is another burning

issue of dcıncracy and human rights. Alıınst daily, tragic incidents are

taking place ıhere lives are lost. In the latest one, the security forces
killed six people in south-Eastern Turkey. Although the ı{inıster of Interior
claims that those killed rere terrorists, the main opposition party SHP stated,
on the basis of the information gathered fron the local people, that they were

only ordinary people.

At the root of the problem lies the denial of the existence of the Kurdish
people together ıith their inalienable rights such as their right to speak their
language and to promote their culture. The issue is oficially handled uithin
the context of national security and all movements pursuing the national rights
of the Kurdish people are reEarded as "separatist". hence brutally suppressed.
Is 1,1r özal prepared to recognise the rights of the kurdish people or is he to
continue the present policy of brutal repression aiming assimilation?

Another important issue is the presence of hundreds of political prisoners in
Turkeyıs prisons. They are either sentenced to lengthy prison terms or kept
under arrest rhile on trial for their views. The:arrest is unlarfully used as

a de facto sentence. as most vividly observed in the case of our leaders
Dr Sargrn and ttlr Kutlu Uho have been under arrest for nearly two years. Is Mr

özal considering a general amnesty for all those sentenced for their views
and political activities? ls he considering iıımediate release of Sargrn, Kutlu
and all others uho are being kept under arrest without legal justification?

He have no doubt that i,lr Özal will quite rightly state that his government

signed international conventions on the prevention of torture. The period since
the signing has shorn that unless those conventions are made part and pa-.el
of the internal legislation, the detainees uill continue to be left to the mercy
of tortur€rs- l{hat urgent steps is l,ir ozal taking in this regard?

The practice of the nex trade union legislation in the last five years has

clearly shom that it drasticalIy curtails the right to free organising, to free
collective bargaining, and to strike- Due to implementation of these laws,
Turkey has been criticised at every ILO Conference since their imposition-
Is Mr Özal considering to amend the trade union laws in such a way to ınake

them compatible xith the demands of our trade union moveınent and the ILO?

l.-
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3

lle believe that Turkey can progress toYards a proper daııocracy where the
provisions of European Convention on Hunan Rights are observed only if
concrete positive steps are taken in the crucial issues of danocracy as

ıııentioned above. such steps will be ııelcomed and supported by all denoc-

ratic circles including our Party- There is noı a general consensus in
the public opinion and amongst the political parties to rerııove all
obstacles before deııncracy.

The discussion on tlednesday on Turkey with Pl,ıl Ezal at the Asseıüly may

help contribute to this process at the extent that the aboveıııent i oned

issues are properly addressed and you can play a part in it.

l{ehmet karaca
Deputy President

Osman sakal srz
Depüty- General secretary

address: Hr ıl- Güler
Postfach 13 02 10

D- 4150 Krefeld

ie thank you in advance for your attention-

Yours sincerely,
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TÜRKIYE BlRLEŞIK KoMÜNtsT PARTlsl
MERKEZ KoMlTEsl

United Communist Paİty of Turkey
central committee

{r-,r 4r,3ö'J-.-
'a4 tr{*

An das zentra lkommi tee
der Danischen komrnunj.stischen partei
Dr. Tvaergade 3
D - 302 Kopenhagen

17. Juni 19 89

Liebe Genossen,

I{ir haben mit den Tod des Genossen Ib NOrlund mit Bestürzung
erfahren und teilen Euren Trauer. wir kannten Genossen Ib Norlund
als einen konsequenten und standhaften Denker und kiimpf er für die
sache der arbeitenden Menschen, der Demokratie und des Friedens
übera]1 auf der We it.
wir werden ihm ein ehrendes Andenken bewahren.

Ste 1 ]vertretender Genera ] sekret dr

osman sakalsiz

For communications please use the fol iowing address:

M. Güler
Postf ach ]"3 02 10
D-415O Krefe ld
Federal Repub l ic of Germany
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