
















The bourgeoisic linked with the multinational companies' operations in
foreign trade is also a part of the dictatolship's socia| base. This is a strong
gıoup of local expofters. Their expoft earnings go into the foreign bank§, that is
they go into the coffers of the big multinational magnates or are remitted to the
bank accounts of these Paraguayan billionaires.

As we have said, the forces within the anti-dicıatoria| camp are highIy diverse.
We Communists are slriving to make the working class its leading core. This is a
difficult task. The authorities have established stringent police surveillance of
the working-class movement and the trade unions,including the Paraguayan
Working People's Confederation, which is run by weIl-paid trade union bureau-
crats. The Stroessner regime's agents in the trade unions seek to prevent any
action for satisfaction of economic and democratic demands and not to a|low
the working cıass to lead the struggle ofthe other patriotic foİces foı democratic
freedoms.

It is cIear why the dictaıorship has sought by every means to keep the working
class away from any political activity or contact with democratic, patriotic and
anti-imperialist forces. The Paraguayan working people have repeatedly
demonstrated their high level of class consciousness and have gained much
valuable experience concerning the Marxist-L€ninist proPosition that the
proletariat is thc only consistent ,evolutionary class and the only leader of the
woıking peoplc as a whole. That is why the re-cstablishment of trade union
freedoms and isolation and remova| of lhe corrupt tradc union |eaders is
becoming an ever more urgent ıask.

The slogans for trade union unity and the establishment of a single working
people's lrade union centıe, which the Paraguayan Communists have always
advocated, are deeply embedded in the consciousness of the working class, and
it is also fighting today to rea|ise them. Much united militant action is taken on
the shopfloor and in some trade unions: strikes are staged for the satisfacıion of
immediate economic demands, against dismissals and arrests, against anti_
labour laws and other dictatoria| acts which invalidate ırade union rights.

In the past few years, ther€ has been a relative growth ofiodustrial production.
Several new enterprises have been built, others enlarged and ıe-equipped. The
99ryb9r of those working on the ltaipu hydropower project will soon top
20,000. The numerical growth of industlial workcrs will certainly help to
sırengthen the proletariat's iniuence on the country's political and social life.

The shaping and gradual development of Paraguay's agıicultural proletariat
resulting from the development of capitalist relations in the countryside, and
from the emergence of numerous large-scale agricultural enterprises also
helP to strengthen the positions of the working class in society.

Of course, the groMh of the proletariat's consciousness crucially depends on
its ideological and poliıiqal enlightenment and clarification of its role and
strategic goals, that is, on the activity which the vanguard of the workilrg class,
the Paraguayan comrnunist Pany, has to carry on. The PCP has been working
to strengthen its ties ı iİh the working people, especiatly at the large-scale
enterprises, and to set up action committees for higher wages and satisfacüon
ofother demands. Ttıe Comınunists caıry to the masses the doctrine of Marxism-
Leninism, seek ıo make the trade unions class-oriented organisations once again,
expose 8overnment and police agents among trade unionists and explain why
the working-class movement must be united.

Guided by Lenin's doctrine, the Paraguayan Communist Party seeks to
coınbine underground activity with legal forms ofwork.

The peasantry is the chief ally of the working class. It has been rising ever
morc resolutely to struggle against the latifundists and for land. ln the recent
period, the govcrnment has repeatedly sent punitive expcditions to §uppress
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peasant action and to drive rural working people olT the land they had taken
over from the lando\ ne.s. Today, at least 150,000 poor peasants tilll and
"illegalIy".

The sharpening of the agrarian crisis and the Communist Party's ideological
and political work among the peasants help them to escape the influencc of the
landowner and bourgeois parties. Today, the peasants are ever morc consistently
guided by lhe economic and political interests of their own class. This factor
undoubıedly has an effect on the present political situation and on the formation
ofa genuine workers' and peasanis' alliance.

Of trernendous importance, we believe, is the official stand of the Paraguayan
Church, which has firmly opposed the dictatorial regime, especial|y in view of
the ceaseless reprisals, tortures and political assassinations. The Church has
openly come out against the regime's squandering of the national wealth,
again§t the Itaipu Treaty, against administrative corruption and the supPression
of democratic liberties. A convincing expression of this patrioıic stand is the
boycott by the head of the Pafaguayan Church of the State Council and his
refusal ıo aıtend the sittings of this organ of the dictatorship.

For all it§ ideological differences ıvith the Communists, the church has
resolutely refused to take part in the anti-Communist campaigns, a§ the regime
wanted it to do. The communists sincerely respect the church's constructive
and patriotic stand, and this helps to promote mutua| understanding and joint
action in the interests of broad masses of Catholics and other fightefs of thc
anti-dictatorial camp.

Although the dictatorship has spent much money to bribe the university
leaders, most students have come out in a united front against any transfer of ıhe
national resources to imperialism and against the police reprisals, the tortures
and political assassinations. ln the recent period, the students have org4nised
mass meetings at which spokesmen for various circles voiced their opinions on
ıhe most burning politicai issues. This action culminated in a large-scale mani-
festation by the masses and by rePresentatives of various political and busines§
circle§. tts-participants came out'against the pressur€ being exerted by Brazil.
which insisted that Paraguay should adjust its electric-currcnt cycle to conform
to Brazil's standard.?

The economic crisis has also hit the urban middle sections: government
employees. the liberal professions (doctors, lawyers, etc.) and small business,
men. Through their pİofessional organisations, they have been fighting for
higher wageJand salaİies and againsİthe mounting taxes. Acting in defence of
thair interests, they have moved closer to other categories of working peop_le,

and this creaıes ıhğ conditions for agreements on join[ action in the struggle for
improving their conditions.

Öonsiderable eıperience ofjoint action by ıhe workers'trade unions and the
broad mass of bank. commercial and transport employees has alrcady been
gained. Fraternal relations have been established between working people from

'll 
ı alk§ of ıife. All of this shows that the numerous urban middle sections can

ioin the anti-dictatorial camo.' Finally. one should also'bear in mind that the dictatorship is not suppofted
by the whoıe of the Paraguayan bourgeoisie. That pan of it which could be
cİlled the national bourgeoisie has had its economic interests heavily infringed,
and is getting less and |ess profits because of ıhe privileges that have b€cn
accordeİ to İoreign capital: US, Brazilian, Wesı German. and Japanese, and
aıso to the richest locil tycoons. Many businessmen have been ruined. The
protesıs and complainıs by industrialists, merchants. owners of transport
İacilities and buildİng and insurance companies have become universal and aıe
expressed in various forrns, including exposures of the criminal acts of highly

50

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



placed government officials. Quite obviously, this influential §ection of thc
bourgcoisie can bG drawn into üe rnovemcnt for polilical and cconoınic chanç.

_ 
Consequently, our analysis shows that the forces of the opposition, rcgard.d

objectively, have a strong cdge over the forces ofrcaction.
The Paraguayan democrats and patriots ıcalise that the dictatorship has bccn

8blc to continue in the country for oveİ two decades not onty because of suppon
froın iınperialism, but also because the opposition forces dİd not act in co;ccrt
and because_and this is the main thing_they had failcd to sct up a national
co_ordination ccntrc. That is thc main weakİcss of the anti_dictİtorial carnp
and, conscquently, the main strength of the dictatorship.

That.is why.there is a necd to formulatc a platform for the country's dcmo-
cralisation and _urgent ğconomic measuıes to ease the condition of thc psoplc.
This platform should take into account the interests of sizable sectionj of'thc
national bourgeoisic and cven some groups of landowners who are di§contcntcd
ı^,ith the dictatonhip.

Today, there is, on thc whole, complete identity of the cconomic and dcmo-
cfatic demands put forward by the Communisİs, the Radical Libcrals, üc
Febİeristas, the christian D€mocrats, MoPoco, the catholic Churctı thc
students, a sizable section of the liberal professions, industrialists, merchants
and landowners and,_of course, the working class and th. toiling peasantry,
whose alliance is dcsigncd to lay the foundation for a broad natibnal anİi-
dictatori&l coalition.

Herc are somc ofthcsc dcrnands;
Democratic lib€rties for all the pcople's p8rtics and organi§ations, without

İestrictions or excePtions ;

reIcase of all political prisoncrs ;
an cnd to the reprisals, tortures and assassinations ofpatriot§;
lifting of the state of sieç;
annulment of anti_democratic laws ;
raising ofwages;

.. an end.to the layoffs of workers ınd urgent measur$ against the high cost of
living and the shortagc ofgoods;

full re_establishınent ofthe frğe activity of the trade unions;
land and lowtost crcdits for the poor and middıe p€asants, fair priccs and

sccure marketing for their produce;
abolition and reduction of the burdensome taxes on industrialiss, merchants,

petty producers and the liberal professions;
re_negotiation of the ıtaipu Treaty,

. The. experienct of long years of struggle against the dictatorial regimcs has
been driving it home to the Paraguayans th;t the Communists are-right: in
order to win democratic liberties theri is a need to get down without dİlay to
pr_actical measures for mounting joint action by the wbrking pcople and various
other sections ofthc population on the basis oftheir comınon demands so as to
set up a naüonal anti-dictatorial froııt. The PCP believes that in cıass term§ such
a front should mainly be a front of the working class. the pe8sant§, the p€tty
bourgcoisie and the urban rniddle sections. Unğeı the presİure of sİruggİe bİ,
thtse_ forces, the front can and must involve the nationİl bourgeoisie, Ğİwecİ
which and imperialism, latifundisrn and the dictatorship theie a.e'objecüvc
contradictions. The front can also expcct support froın İ section of the lati-
fundists and ıhe big capitalists whose lntcresti-have been hurt by the dictator-
ship's econornic and repressive policy.

The task of such a national antıdictatorial front ]ı,ould b€ to cr€ate the con-
ditions for ov_erthrowin€.the military_fascist diclatorship and replacing it with a
government that would implement the democratisation programme and would
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pursue a p€aceable and independent foreign policy of international co-operation
on the basis ofmutual respect, non-interference ofstates in each other's domestic
affairs and mutual advantage.

The PCP believes that every enterprise, school, district, village, big or smal|,
should s€t up uniıy-building cİmmitİees of strugğle. At tlİe .urİ" İl.İ, tt 

" 
PCP

wants the establishment of a national co-ordİnation centre for the people's
deınocıatic struggle.

We think that the Paraguayan communists' strategic goal should b€ taken
into account. our programme says that the economic cıisis which has gripped
the country is a crisis of the old soçio-economic organisaıion based on lati-
fundism and imperialist exploitation, and that "life itself urges the ne€d that it
should be ıeplaced by another, higheI socio-economic organisation. with the
growth of the population and the deve|oPment of capitalist commodity pro-
duction, its contradictions are ever more pronounced and there is an ever
greater need for revolutionary changes and radical transformations that would
eliminate the regime of the rniIitary-police dictatorship, latifundist cxploiıation
and imperiaIist domination and plunder."

ConsequentIy. ıhis implies revolutionary changes of a dğmocratic and anti-
imperialiit character, somethin8 that would enable the country to take the non-
capitalist way with a socialist persp€ctive.

Stroessner's military-fascist clique feels that the ground is slipping away from
under it. lt has not forgotten the powerful general strike staged by the working
class in l958, which rocked the whole counıry. lt has not forgotten the revo-
lutionary political crisis of May and June l959, which forced it to dissolve even
its own ';rubber-stamp" parliament. Nor can it forget the numerous other
İevolutionary po|itical upheavals over a period of more than ıwo decades.

The dictatbrlal regime is alarmed at the people's urge for unity, That is why iı
has been making moves dcsigned to prevent the opposition lorces from uniting.
ln particular, a clause has been written into the constitution on Stroessner's
orders banning any kind of political coa|ition.

The regime hit Öut with police reprisals at the young people's potitical circles
which suğgested the establishment of a front for joinr anti-dictatorial action. lts
|eaders weİe arrested, savagely tortured and thrown into prison for several years.

With its tremendous financial resources. the Paraguayan oligarchy has
managed to create a powerful network for spying. bribing and corrupting a
g.eat number of senioİ officials, military commanders and politica|, tradc union
and vouth leaders,

Another move by the dictatorship. aimed to weaken and disorganise the anri-
dictatorial forces. i; to splil the poliİical parties of the legal opposiıion, above alI
the Liberal Radical Party, which operaıes throughoüt the country. lt has more
than 100,000 members, and tens of thousands of sympathiser§ and al|ies among
the liberal, commercial and industrial bourgeoisie, including some sections of
the landowners. Its progressive members have repeatedly addressed Par|iament
with fiery speeches agiinst the anti-national policy of ıhe dictatorship and
demanded the naıionalisation of the US REPSA monopoly. ıvhich makes a
profit ot l0 miIlion guarani a day (nearly $80.000). They demanded the abolition
of Law No. 209, wh]ch aIlows the use of repression against democrat5. They also
exposed scandatou§ deaIs, thefts and smuggling. and resolute|y rejected the
ltaipu Treaty, which they branded as surrender and ıreason.

Siroessnei's camaritla is aware thal the PCP is the most consistent fighter for
the people's vital interests. That is why it has concentrated its fire. and the whole
ofits class hatred. on the communist Party.

In November l975, Stroessner's bloodhounds managed to tıack down and
arrest Miguel Angel Soter, PCP CC secretary, and Derlis Villagra, leader of
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Paraguay's Communist Youth, who together with other patİiots were savagely
tortured and th€n disappaered without trace. Fighters loyal to the Party's cause
have been kept in the stoessner dictatorship's torture-chambers for l5 and moıe
y€ars, without investigation or trial.1

However, po|ice terorism will never break our Party's revolutionary morale,
and its unflinching loyalty to the principles of Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian internationalism in the fight against various expressions ofanti-Sovietism
and anti-communism. The dictatorship wi|l never be able to prevent the Para-
guayan Communists from working in the midst of the masses, from helping
them to organise for joint struggle, from recruiting new members for the Party,
from winning over new friends and allies and educating the people in the spirit of
solidarity with the anti-imperialist slruggle of the oıher peoples, in dcfence of
world peace, in the spirit of fraternal friendship with the Soviet Union, socialist
Cuba and ıhe oıher socialist-community countries.

ı The presidenıial "e]eclions" were held on Februa.y l2 of thi§ year.

'see, Reyna|do Marin, "The Masses will Decide lhe oulcome of ıhe Baılle", ı/MR,
December l975.l Brazil has adminislralive control of ıhe whole projecı. is lo receive ?5 per cent of the
revenues from it, and is to get all lhe elecl.ic power generated ıh€re aı a fixed price over a
period of50year§,

' The Revoluıiona.y Febrelista Parıy represenıs ıhe inleresls of some u.ban middle s€cıions,
ofhcers and national bourgeoisie. The chrisıian_Dcmocraıic Parly expİe§ses ıhose of ıhe
petıy-bourgeois section§ of ıown and counıry.-rl

ğ l n l976, ıfıe Anchuız corporation of ı he Uniıed sıaıe§ received 40 çr ctnı of Paraguayan
ıerrilory ıo prospecı and work mineral deposits, under a 2o-year concession, with a subsequent
opıion toexıend iı to 50years and over.

' !l has been esıimaled ıhaı every dollar invesıed by Us monopolies in our country yields a
profiı of 6ve dollars.

' The movemenı in protesı again§ı chan8ing ıhe elecıric_currenı cycle involved not on|y all
lhe parlics of ıhe legal and illegal opposilion bul also large circles of ıhe indu§trial and com-
meİcial bourgeoisie and lhe liberal professions and even a seclion of lhe armed forces. sıroess-
ner was forced ıo rcnege on ıha promisa which he hld given to th: clique of Brazllian generals,
so ıhat ıhe sırug8le o[ ıhe democraıic forces in ıhç country was crowned with victory. For ıhe
nazi gencral sıro€ssner ıhis was one of his heavie§t poliıical defeats.

* The aulhors of ıhis arıicle and cc cPP member Julio Rojas were kepı in prison for 19
years. and were relcased in !977 under pre55ure from inıernalional opinion. fd

The Way Out of the Economic
Grişis

Bo HAMMAR
Board Executive Committee member, Left Party-Communists of Sweden

T^HE 1976 general_e|ection in Sweden tırought the bourgeois parties to poıver
after an jnterval of M years. This was largeğ due to the-fact tİıat this tiıİıe tnİLeft Party-communists of Sweden (LPt1- was unable to compensate, as it
had done after the l970 and l973 e|ections, lor the reduced nurnber of seats
won by the Social-Democrats. This time the LPC itself lost two seats and was
represented in th€ Riksdag by only t7 deputies.

During the eleçtion campaign the bÖurgeois parties promised to cr€at€
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ı100,000 ncw jobs, to halt the price spiral, lowcr taxe§ and put tfuou8h social
reforms. But thciı promises amounted to nothing because thc victory of üese
parties coincided with a sharp aggravation of Swcden's economic diffrculties,
For thc first time sinc€ the "great depression" of the l930s Sweden feıt tho real
bite of tbe crisis of capitalisın.

La§t year the industrial Production index fell for th€ third time in succession
with a corresponding shrinkıge of the GNP. Every yeır the nuınber of people
employcd in industry is reduced by ,l0,00G50,000. Inflation is soaring. (In the
sixties annual price rises averaged 4 per cent; in the first half of the seventies,
thc avcrage rose to nearly 8 per cent; more recıntly it was l0 p€r cent, and in
l97? it came nea, to the 15 peı cent mark.)

There has been a simultaneous and palpable rise in unemployment. Admittodty
this is not always reflected in statistics because there aIe many ways of hiding
it. For example, the deterioration in tbe labour market has forced about
100,000 people into premature retirement. Today evön young people are
rcceiving benefits, having been unable to find \york on completing their studies.
The more than 100,000 people att€nding ı,raining schools set up by ernployment
ıgencies are not officially counted as uncmployed. About 60,000 people are
engaged in "public" works, in records offices, and in jobs created for the
partially di§abled, All this allows us to conclud€ that obvious and concealed
unernployınent accounted for about 325,000 people in 1967, rose to 425,000 in
1972 and crossed the half million mark in l977. Many observers siıy the c€iling
has not yet been reached.

These data show the scope and depth of the crisis that has gripped all the
key branches of the Swedish economy. A shadow hangs over ship-building, an
industry whcre Sweden was fecently a world leader. The iron-ore and steel
industrie§ are also faced with acute problems. Lumbering and some branches
of enğneering are hit.

The illusion of Sweden as a stable and crisis-free welfare statğ is crumbling
as the crisis deepens. In 1977, for the first time in ınany yeaıs, real wages
actually fell. A further decline in living standards is forecast for the current
year. The bourgeois government and the employers are doing their be§t to
shift the burden of the crisis on to the shoulders of the working people. "This
is probably the biggest thfeat to improved living standards since the thirties,"
reported the Market Advisory Council.

The range and coınplexity of the tasks facing Swedish Communists in this
new and serious situation can easily be imagined. The Party has had to work
out a realistic alternative to the policy of the present government. §uch an
antıcapitalist programme ıvas drafted and published by the Board of the LPc
during the preparations for its 251h congress, held at the beginning of this
year. It was discussed by aI| Party organisations and in the Party press, and
after a debate was approved by the congress.

our programme gives high priority to the task of defeating the bourgeois
parties at the parliamentary elections to be held in 1979. This, it says, can be
achieved only by united action on the paft of all contingents of ıhe working-
class ınoveınint. But the crisis cannot be overcome merely by returning to the
line followed by Olof Palme's Social-Democratic goveınment. The new govern-
ment must be 

'iYotcd 

on the working-class movement and must pursue a policy
,ııhich will be ihe first step towards liquidating the power of big capitat. such
a policy can become a reality only if the Communists con§olidate their positions.

The prograınrne approved by the LPc's 25th Congress defines immediate
tasks as well as long-term goals. Raising the workers' living standards and
doing away with unernployment are problems that haYe to be solved at once.
Key task§ are to freeze prices of all essential goods and also rents, to pursue a
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te pü", I t,ı t""»L:,n-*\* ), 7i-*"-^ ?I
It was also revealing that üe ıole of üe CommÜnist'Partv ırew as t 

"revolutionary situation and üe struggte for çnwer develooed. -
wc c-ommuni§ts take selfüritical stock o} both üc aö}ievements and üe

shortcomings of üe revolutionary proce§s
which is a prerequisite of
victory.

in.Ç'Iıile so as to learn iıs lesson§.
yesterday's defeat ınto tomorrow'ssforming

| *4 wMR, January, Febru.ry
2 orlando Millas, "[a clase ob eı el Gobiemo Popıılat". Cuadernillo de

ay and June 1977

Pıolngando, No. 4, pp. 14-15.
3 BoleıiL inlormativo det c Cenı deı Pa ido comunisla de Chile.bntiago-

chite, 1972, Botetin No. 8,
.Ibid., p. 33,
5 Desde Chile comuaiİıoİ! Ediçiones coıo4olo, 1976, p. l45

A Weapon ln the
IDemocracy and

TOMAS TRAVNİCf,X
CC member, CP Czechoslovakia, and Deputy Chairman, Czechoslovak

National Front

AS our experienct in Czechoslovakia has clcarly dcmonslrated, co-op€ralion of
Communists with other revoluıionary and democratic foİces in a
united-popular or national-front plays an €xtrcmeIy imporıant role in the
fı8ht for working-class powcr and in the building of sjcialiİm.

Thc idea of a Uniıed Front was first advanced by Lenin. His anaIysis of thc
Russian revolutions, of the development of the İabour movemenİ in other
countries after the Fint world war led him to conclude ıhat unitv ofalI the anti-
imperialist, democratic, progressive forces, their organisations and parties in the
fight for democratic and revolutionary change was of vital impoÖnce for the
Communists. Iı would be wrong and dangeİous, he wrote. to believe.that a
revolution can be made by revolutionaries alone.... without an alliance with
non-communist§ in the most diverse spheres ofactivity there can be no question
of any successful communi§t construction'' (Coll- İlorks, Vol. §, b. 227).
Lenin's united front concept has b€en tested in differing hisıorical and naıionaı
conditions.

This anicle will deal with the rise and growth of the National Front in
Czechoslovakia, particularly its role in the stİıggle of the working class and all
the working peoplc generally againsı social and lolitical oppresi6n in the prc-
war years, in the resistanct movement to the nazİ occupation, in the democratic
and subsequcnt §ocialist §tage of the revolution. And one of tiıe mo§ı imponanı
lcssons of our experience is thaı the very formation ofthe National Fronİ and ils
conversion inlo a weapon of consistent democratic and subsequently socialist
transformations, is possible onlygiven the leading role ofthe Communist Party

Stıuggle for
§ociallsm
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operating in alliance with paıies and public organisations rcPresenıing the
country'İ d€mocratic and revolutionary forces. In other words, the poticy of ,
united acıion of Communist and other parties of the |abouring people within
such a front, can be succcssful, as we have seen, only ifthe Communist Party is
the initiator of a resolute struggıe 'from the top" and 'Trom the bottom" which
Ieads to the isolation of thc more reactionary leaders and elements in the allied
parties; only if the Communist Pany objectively becomes the leadingforoe ofthe
İ$ational Fİont by virtue ofitsdetermined championship ofdemocracy, without,
however, shedding its revolutionary-socialist aims and persistently working for
their implemenlation; only if it is capable of correctly assessing the situation,
pursuinğ a correct policy thaı accords with the interests of the working people,

ind mobiıising them to support and carry out this policy; only if the Party is

capable of maintaining and strengthening its leading role, despite all attemptsto
divert it to reformist or Leftist posilions or dilute it in broad electoral blocs, etc.

tt has to be said that in the early thirties difference arose in ıhe Party over the

nature and purpose of the populal front. There was, on the one hand,
unprincipled right opportunist advocacy of co-operaıion with certain reformist
anİ bouİgeois parties and, on the other, left opportunist rejcction ofany alliance
rıith non-Communist groups as betrayal of the revolution.

The impacl of the fascist take-over in Germany, the Seventh Comintern
Congress İecisions and the Party's mass political work combined ıo produce
favoİrable preconditions for united action of the working class and other
democratic and progressive forces. The desire for such unity was especially
strong when bouİgeois{emocratic Czechoslovakia wa§ faced with the very real

dangJr of |osing iİs national independence. However, in lhose days we did nol
succeed in creating a populaf front, let alone a popular-front government,

Why? The main reason, the Communisl Pady declared, waslhe betrayal by
the bourgeoisie which, like Czechoslovakia's capitalist alües, did not hesitate to

sacrifice İhe indcpendence of the Repubtic in furtherane ofiıs owıı egoistic class

interests. Responsibility also rests wİth thosc leaden of parties andorganisations
(composed mainly of'industrial ıyorkers and other sections of the working
peopİe; wlıo opp-osed unity of the working class and thereby weakened its
political posiıions.' tn other words, though bourgeois Czechoslovakia was a classical example of
the Dluralisıic political organisation of capiıalist §ociety (which now, a§ then, is

t.İj ,p by 
"ntİ-V"rxist 

aa the only real and broad democracy), itr asunableto
oİ"r.nt tLi. national tragedy. The pluralist §yslem of the Czechoslovakia of
İhose days, being a form bf bourgeois govemment, deprived the working clas§

and other'sectiJns of the labouring people of any opportunity actively to

İnfluence home and foreign policy, foİ by its very nature the system expressed

and uphelo the interests oi only one ofthe basic antagonisıs ofbourgeois §ociety,

the interests of capital. ln those tragic days for the Czech and Slovak peoples

decisions *... rnİde not by lhe masses, but by those who manipulated the

oİuralistic svstem, the big bourgeoisie. The opinion of the opposition-whose
İİirt.n". 

"nd 
.ights ıhe bourgeois and reformist advocates of pluralism consider

tlrİ r".y..."n".-ordemocracy--was wholly disrega_rded. And this,hspite the fact

İlat İt opposllion represented the majoriy of the Czechoslovlk population, ı
İtoİ rltl,rtİİOi"g ull thİ efforts of the Communist Party and the Soviet Union's

64

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



offer of assistance, this policy was pursued right up to the Munich sell-out, with
, it§ resultant dismemberment and occupation of ahe country and the threat of

mass annihilation of the Czech and Slovak peoples.
ln this siıuation, ıhe only organised force that waged an active and pcrsistent

. struggle was the Communisı Party. lts policy, worked out by the Party
leadership and personally by Klement Cottwald, led to the founddtion of thİ
widely represcntative National Front (NF). lts aim was to oust lhe nazi invad€r,
re-establish the independence and sovereignty of Czechoslovakia, extend the
people's democratic right§-in short, work for the victory of the national-
democratic revolution. At every slage of its courageous struggle the Communist
Party emphasised the decisive iole of the working class, neve;forgetting that the
national and democratic revolution would be ıhe prelude to socialist reiolution.
Even during the nazi occuption, underground NationaI Committees ıfere
established throughout the country, composed of representatives of all the
patriotic forces-workers, peasanls, intellectuals, even represenlatives of the
anti-fascist bourgeoisie.

_ 
This concept of the National Front was fullyjustified by subsequent events. At

this crucial period for our peoples, the ideological and political-position of the
working class and its Marxisı-Lcninist vanguard, the role and weight of the
Communisı Pany, its mass influence wa§ the decisive facıor in the fıghİ for social
progress, And the Communist Party formed closer ties wilh lhe masscs, gave
ıhem leadership, took account of their views, set goals that were understood by
ıhe p€ople and accorded with theiİ needs. The Communisıs explained to thi
peopIe that only altiance with the USSR could defeat nazism, libeıate our
country and ensure its freedom and sovereğnty. The communists were in the
front ranks in the fight for freedom and made the greatest sacrifices. This won the
Party the trusı of the masses, enabling it to exert a decisive influence also after
Czechoslovakia's liberation by the Soviet Army.

Beginning with May l945, the Communist Party directed ıhe effort to ori€nt
Czechoslovak foreign policy on alliance and co_operation with the USSR. ln
home policy, our Party advocated consummation of the national{cmocratic
revolution, i.e. nationalisation, agrarian reform, making the National Com-
m_ittces the organs ofpopular rule and administration, the drafting, and approval
of a new Constitution, punishment ofcollaborationists and war cİimina|s.'Thesc
task§ were carried out in the hard-fought battles of 1945{8, with the Pany
consislently pur§uing its policy within the National Front and itsgovernment. In
this period, too, the communist Pany was the most consistenı irotecıor ofthc
working people's vital interests, and it was not by chance that it obtained the
highest voıe in lhe l9z16 elections to the Constituant Nationa| Assemblv-

The record of the class struggle in the 20th century shows that in everyİrucial
conflict the bourgeoisie does not hesitate to use every availab|e means to prevent
the working class from capturing powerı prevenı ıhe advance of the socialist
revolution. That tactic was used in Czechoslovakia too. ln Februarv l94,8 the
reactionary ministers deliberately resigned from the National Front gÖvernment
as part of a counter-revolutionary plot. It was foi|ed because the Communisı
Pany vigilantly watched over the revolutionary gains of lhe people, was in close: touch with them and was constantly §ırengthening its- al|İance with the
democratic and pro-socialist forces in the non-Communist panie§, the
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rcvolutionary lradc unions and thc pcasants' commissions supcrvising thc
agrarian rcform. Thc Communist poücy was in th€ intcrcsls ofthe workingclass ı
aid atl working pcopl., and millions respondcd to its call to defcnd thc
ıevolution. Reıction suffeıçd a crushing dcfeat.

Thç cvcnts of l9ıı8 rcaffirmcd ancrv the t ninist proposition that thc transiıion -

to socialism through a nalionat, popular front can be accomplishcd, depending
on thc concretc situation, through a one-party or multi-party system. Bringing
non{ommunist parties that support thc aims of thc rcvolution to sharç in
runnin8 thc couniry docs not contradict thc intcİr§ts of socialism. what does

cont.aJict thcm is pa*sivity ıoward§ the aaivitics of anti.socialist partie§ ınd
groups. Our expcriİncc made it plain that thc lcading rolc of thc Communist
Farty in socialiİt transformations lies precisely in canying out a policy that
accords with the intcrc§ts of thc masscs. And it has to be carricd out by
prolctarian dictator§hiP ıo overcome r€§istance by the opponenls of socialism, at
İhe samc time relying on the support of the broadcst, including non{ommunist,
progressive forccs that subscribe to thc programme of tbe National Front, now
purgcd of rcactionary clcments.' Tlc coming to powcr of thc working class opened the road to socialism in
Czcchoslovakia. And it was at this stage that the role ofthe National Ffont was

fully discloscd as a major instrumcnt of socialist transformations by rallying the_

maİscs around a programme for building thc new socicty underthc leadcrship of
th€ communist P;rtr. TheNational Front promoted theactivity and initiative of
thc working pcoplc in every arca of sociaıist construction. ıt wa§ instrumental
also in ccmİnİinj thc bond Le$ecn thc Communist Party and thc masscsand in
improving co.opcration with ıh€ non{ommunist parties and mass

organisalions.-At thc same timc, however, negative factors werc exerting an increasing
influencc within the Party and in soiiety, and this brought about the 1968 crisis
situation, which affected also the National Fronı.

The Sİatcment, Lessons of the Crisis Development in thc Party and Society

after the l3th Party Congrcss, noted that long beforc I966 thc lcading rolc ofthc
Party was being wiakcned and its alliance and ties with thc masses undcrmined,
Nalurally, lhe İork ofthc National Front became mor€ and more formaland its

tonstitu;;t organisations wcre graduaı|y losing si8ht ofthe tasks and aims ofour
socicty, from 

-which they were becoming increasingly isolated. This was onc of
İhe causcs of the l9686ğ crisis situation. And iı is highly significant that th€ anti-
*o"iaııst for"c., .upporıed by the right-wing opportunists and revi§ioni§ts within
the Party and in sojiety, cenİred their attacks on thc underlying principles ofthe
Nationai Fronı, especially the leading role ofthe communist Party. Thcy tried.to

rcvive the Social-Öemocİatic Parly (which in l948 had voluntarily merged wilh
the communist§) in order to desıroy the poliıical unity of the working class as

symbolised by the Communist Party, and cast the Social-Democrats in the role

o1oonosition to the Communist Party. There were frenzied attacks on the Soviet
Üni;;, their purpose being to disrupİ Czechoslovakia's fraıerna l friendship with_

it and otheİ members oJ the soİialist community. The very principlcs of
proIetarian internationalism, of solidarity with the forces working for pcace,

İreedom, indcpendence, democracy and social progıess, were questioned, '
The right opportunists and revisionists, who bcforc l968 had played down the
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importance of the National Front, wer€ now trying to convcrt it into an
instrumcnt of reviving the old, prc-Fcbruary, even pİe_Üunich, politicalsystcm.
And to do that, they took mcasures to weakcn the elective and othcr bodie§ of
state power, undermine the mass organisations, split the trade unions, the youth
movement, etc. Behind this "heightened interest'' in the National Front was a
plan ıo deprive it of its role a§ the vehicle of the moral and poıiticai.lınity of
Czechoslovak society, as the symbol and embodimcnt ofthe aİliance ofclasscs,
panies and organisations working for socialism under communist |eadership.

The principled sland of the Marxist-Lcninist forces wilhin the Party and'in
society, and internationali§t assistance enabled us to cop€ with the crisis
situations. The policy worked out and consi§tenıIy operatei by the new Party
leadership headed by Gustav Husak made it possiblc 

'to 
consolidıtİ

Czecioslovak society, ret§tablish all the §ocialist gainİ ofour peoplc, including
the Gottwald, socialist principles of the National Front.

.The Czechoslovak working class and working people know from experiencc
what is the meaning of pluralist organisation ofbourgeois rule and whit aim is
served_ by the slogan of pluralism when it is puı forward by the spokesmcn of
capital, opponenıs of ıhe socialist system, and advocates-of petty-bourgeois
sponıaıeity. .This experience was gained during the years oi thi bourğeois
republic, in the politica| battles ofFebruary 1948, in ıhe crisis situalion of t-968-
69. lt demonstrated that at any sharp turn ofclass, political §tru8gle the pluralism
advocaled by the bourgeoisie either in conditions of ils rule orlİ attempts lo rc_
eJtabli§h it, invariably proves to b€ a suitable cover for anti_natio;al, anli-
democraıic_ and, certainIy, antisocialist actions. That was why our peoplc
categorically rejected both the practice and concepı§ of pıuriıism in thiir
bourgeois and reformist varicties.

. We considcr this practice and th.s€ concepts inacccptable precisely becausc of
their content which is inimical to the inıeresİs of the working class. of socialism.
But, as noted above, we do not reject out of hand a .İltlparty system, a
comparison ofviews, etc., in a socia|ist society. on the contrary,'we ielyon themin our .national system of political leade rship of the Öuntry. 

- 
But thc

Czechoslovak_. working people r€ject all pluraliİl models lhat alİow ..equal
opportunities" for forces opposed to socialism. That is why ıhe clamorous
propaganda campaign in the capitalist West abouı alleged vioİation of..human
ri8hts" in Czechosiovakia has found no support whatever in our socioty, for ıhe
obvious purpose of thaı campaign'is to b'ğlise anti_socialist activiıy.
. Under soci_alism huma_n rights are something very real and noİ merely a
lormaiity. A nd human rights are guaranteed by prblic;wne§hip ofthe meani ofproduction, which precludes exploitation and social inequality. They are
guaranteed also by_the friendly relations betrveen classes andİociaİ groupİ, alI-
round perfcction of the political system and unin(errupted expansion ofsocialist
democracy_to give the working people a fuller and more activJ shaıc in managing
industry,_ thc §tate, society as a whole. Genuine, socialist democracy isİoİ
measured.by the number ofparties, nor by the'.right to oppose.'a sociaj syslcm
supponed by the v_ast majority of the people. fhere is-no opposition in the
polltlcal structure ofsocialist society, and not beca use the communists are afraid
of it, but simply bccause there i§ no place for it, for the .ociaİ- basis ofan
opposition disappcan with the disappearancc ofthe exploiting classes. As forthe
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specific intğresıs ofthe various social groups| they ar€ realised through ıhe trade

unions, the co-operativeı youth organisations, scientific, creative and other
societies, which are an organic pan of the socialist political system.

The National Front has now fully re-established its role and functions. This is
how the lsth communist Party Congress defined its functions in the light ofthe
experience of recent years: "The National Front is the political embodiment of
thi class atliance of workers, peasants and inteılectuals, ofall the people, ofthe
internationalist community of our nations and nationalities. ın future, too, we

shall regard the National Front as a tried and te§ted eIement of our political
system. With its network of participating organisations, it provides ample scope
foı our people's varied intere§ts, activities and initiatives, their participation in
the adminisiration of public affairs, at ıhe same time concerting their efforts in
building socialism. Through its political parties and other organisations, the

Nationİl Front enables every cilizen to erercise his political rights and freedom,

Iı offers a broad programmİ of socialist democracy which we shall expand and

develop.
"This programme, which fuIty reflects the leading role oftheworking class and

ıhe vanğuar-<t role of the communist Party in our society, is İhe basis of the

activity;nd development of the entire system of repre§entative organs-the
National Committeİs, National Councils and the Federal Assembly-and of the

executive agencies of the socialist state."
errO so, İne National Front, as it has evolved over the years, is a cardinal

element oİ the socialist political system. representing, at one and the same time,

an organisation, a progra... and a movement.t Organising public
oarticiJation in buildins developed socialist society and fulfilling the five-year
lİ"n lj an imDortant as-pect of İhe activity of all iı§ organisations, This finds

İonc.ete e*pression in tİıe socialist work teams, which includc members of all
NationaI Fronı organisations.'enoİlr., 

i.po.Ğnt National Front function is socialist education, which

implies cultivating a new attitude to one's work, sociali§t patriotism and

prÖleıarian internationalism and a new moral outlook.

The National Front is now concentrating on bringing more people int_o the

"o.L' 
oİ ror.Jıing and operating nationaİpolicy, managing the affairs ofstate

".jl*İİv, 
,"J J.İtrolllnİ rulllİ"nt-in siıort, ihe things that go into socialist

;;;;;;;";. This is done i-n many different ways and forms. but.the essential

İ*İlİ* 
"İİt 

i, İ.p""t of National Front activiıy, one that is expressive ofits c|ass

;;;"İJ;,;İİ;İ;lİ the people, all memben of National Front organisaıion§,

İ"".l 
""İı.İ-"rirİ 

pa.t in lramlng policy aı all levels, from their placc of work to

national government."-it 
. N"iion"ı n.ont i§ consulted on all decisions ofthe Federal and Republican

,orİ.nın.nt. ,.l"tlng to the work of public organisations, As a rule, the question

İ.";;; ;l;;.*d"Şi,h İl,. appropriaıe Nitional Front bodies or public

;;;;i;r;;;;. 
-İ", 

instance, poii.y sıatemenıs by the Federal Government and

;İ:;;;;;;;;;;.;İİİİ. * .i,prUil"r, the Czech and the Slovak, were discussed

;; a; r.ı;*.;İ aİonİ Ueror.'U.ing submitıe d to Parliament, And sinct the se

,'.ıı'"" .ü.,i,.ii, ,l,.r. rrııv in re.i'ing with the po|itical line of the Communist
"P^"rİ.İ]a:İİ. lİ"İlon"l nİo'nı una 

"""o-rded 
withihe interests of the people, t hey

*..J."l"İrİO "nd.rpport.d 
by atl the National Front organisaıions,

68

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI




