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Joint actions J)r pi,oj,-,ış3i , e, "cı,rocr; ric ,, oi,;";, ,:r,; -;,;,

guarantee of success in t]ıe striıggle for tlre interests oi'

ı,rorking people, against iııperialisıı aırd reactio-,:,,, The 
"Jll

Comı]issionforScientificInfoiııatio;ıandDocı:uientationliaı
studied the stanj aırC prac çicıl ucrioi:s o_' a nul:iue-. c_ Co--,,,-

murnis t anc1 l:/orkerst parties oıı tlıis qı-restion. I-ı; lras 'ısecj

da,ba provi<led by reiıres ent a tive s of the variorı,s partics oıı
]

the j ournal 
j ani otiıer materia.ls f or its suİYey4 Atten,,;ioiı

was given mainly to the folloı,ıiııg aspec-ts;

- a inls of joint action by prrogressive f oı:ces;

- eıçerience of siıcjr action;

- obstructive factorı "

The history of the j-nternational Coııııuni s t and ııorking-

class movement s}rovıs that froıi tlıe clay of their foundation

most of the Llarxis t-],eninist parties have bent their eff or-ts

toward.§ ensuring the naximı_,ıı rıobi]_isation of the ,ı,vorking c}asls

for the struggle against capitalisnı and securing broad" rrı:'tti,
= = == === == = = = = == = = == ==== ===

1Thu Co*risşion extends its gratitude for irü'oıınation
received to representatives of the Comr,runist or lfor]tersl
parties of Argentina, Austria, BeJ-gium, Bolivia, 3razi1,
Canada , Colombla , Cylırus , Deıı:rark, Doninican Republic , lrecle_

ral Republic of Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Guya.ncı,

Honduras , India , Iran, Iraq , Ireland , Jordan, Paragı-ı,ay,

Philippines, §ud.an, Turkey, and the USA"
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anong socİally ]ıeterogeneorjs foices for the attailu,leil'; ci'

specif ic nattona1, denıocrai;ic aiııs (f or instalrce, tire iii:eri,.;

ion, antt-fascist str;ıggle in ;iestern E\rrope Cı-ırin3 iioı,lı-,

\iıar II, the liberatioıı aiı'u j_-oo1onia]_ist ırover,ıeır,i o-] 'u,-e

Asian and African peopJ_es after tire ı,ıar, thc s tı,ı:ggJ- e a3ains-t

dictatoria1 regirnes ınci f ascisrı in l,atiiı Aınerica, aild '.;,!e

struggle f or peace a.nd socie1 p.,.,ogrcss ) . Docur-rents oi' fıı--

terna1 parti"es in<lica';e tha,i; ioci.ay the unitary guiticlinc oi

their policy not only retains its sigııificance but is
acquiring 9roı-,ıİ.116 iıırportance. iıor instanoe, tlıe l)ro8raİı]]O

of the Gerınan Coı,ıııi_ınis t Par"ty, adopted at ,b}rc lierunheiıı Co;ı5-

ress in October 1978, notes society' s divisiorı irı,i;o a i:e,;,ıC-,

fu1 of industrial ba.rons and ı:rrltinıillioııaires, on the oııc

hand, and the vast nıa j ority of the people, oıı tiıe otiıer, arr,-,

gtresses 'ıthe need for and. possibility of joini aotio:rs 'b;,

the workirıg class and a lıroed al]_j_ance of al1 noıı-Iioıloı) o lJ,

forces, "2 There are plovisions on join'; act j_ons blı pro6res-

give forces in the docuııeı-,ts of tlre Coııııunis t ancl !,'or];e::sl

parties of other countries..

From these d.ocrrırents it is seen that the uırltar;, pol:Lclı

of the Comnıunists ıetains its d,,ıal orien,tation: class (u:ıi i;-

of the vıorklrıg class) and derıocratic (uirited aciions b;ı so-

cielly hcterogenous forces). 0f course, the disparatc econo-

mic and § o cio-e conorııic situai;ions deteıTnine, the di,ıerse cor-

re}atlon of tbese two aspects of' the unitaıy vıork of +;lic Co:,r-

rnunists. Fundarıentaily, the class aspect, i,e., the ,.ırıi';y of

Protokoll des j..ianhe inıer ?arte ita;.üs der ]-ıeuts c}ıen
Koııorunj,s tis chen Par

?

ivlanıheim, p. 257.

tei-. 20-22 Oktober 1978 Ros eııga;:ten-
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theıvor}<ingclassinthes-|:cu63Lefor':-isc]irec-i;in-!-er.rj;S
aırdagainsttlrecapitaiis;::,,ış-uei,-ıbecoılıesIiorepjıonol],rlcOcL

as the maturity ievel of ,i,Jı,,ı-i s;lster,i rises anci, correspcn:lr,rg

ly,i.tscontradic.bions'i:.l.Lud.iııg.birecontı.adic-bionbe-İrıeei.l
Iabour and capita1 , gr:o,,f ı.ıc:::c acute, Consequeıı'cly" thc

significance of t]re prol.u, iı.ria';!s c-Lass-po]_itica]- irnity,

l''üichisvita.latanylevı-üofoapi,çelistdevelo.;ı:ieıit,iı
grea,ter ıvhere the propor,i o,, of rvorlıers in society is 1ar,5eı",

llo.ıvever,tlıi.spatter..r.chan8esvisiblylvlı.entirecorrela-L

ion oİ t}re cle.ss and. cleııci:ra,;ic aspec,İs of ,tlre Coı:ı:,ılrnists ı

unitary policy are consi<jereı]. in tire context of the cn,i;iie

sp e ctru:;,ı of econoı.ıic, social, politi-caI, and otiıer con<l-i-

tions actually obtaining in eaciı counir;, anii a]_so oı' ,ilıe

politicaisitirationİır"İhcgivenregionandtheinterna.;io.1ıı.L
sittıation as a rüo}c. lhe nos,i crlıciaf of these rıod,iİ,yir.3

elements are as f ol]-oırs.-

In develop ed caoitalist c oı-rntrj-es, 1) The coııcentri-.t j-on

and centralisatioıl of cıılıi,ba_L aircl pı,odlıction jıas leii ,;o arı

unparal}eC monop oii_sa,i ioı oi econolı]ic and politica1 poııer"

l,ionopoly polic}., baci;ecl ,.ı-,ıc oııdi tional}y by the s,bı,ie,

clashes with tlre in,İerests ııot only of the ıilorki_ng class l:,ıı,;

of a1l other ıvorkiıı.6 1.ıeopi_c , anC also of tlıe pett1, aııcl,

in rırany yrays, ,bhe ı.ıidr]ie 1ıoı-ı.rgeoisie , iı ot}rer worl:ds, oi'

tjıe overş.ılreining nia j ority of tlıe poprrlation. 2 ) US i:-ı--

perialismts foıeign policy anıbitions, its attemlıts to i:a1;

a.-ıd nı_ıllify progressive _ olitical clıanges in the l,ıor]_d ıvı i;]r

a11 possibJ_e mean§, iır c 1ı_ld İi-i; rıilitary _iorce, the invc i_.,el,,,oil:.

in this policy of some othe-r capj-talist coı-ıntries (for
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iııs'tancc, ,i;nrougiı bhe ],J,,\İC ,.i,,-";iı,:,n:i-si_ı) . ancj i,iı,- ei'i ı,ı,i,; ,ı.

mi 1itafy-indus triaj ]Oi]]]a]_.) ]. : .: ,|jı s:tsl,aiı .-)erlleırıeıl, i|];ei,-

ııar;ionaf tensioiı tira,i; ,-,_.,;r=,,. :;ı-::,.-ı -,s a .j'ircc,,; j,irı,cı,ı,i t,ı ,ıı.,.,-,-,

a1l ,İiris ]i]ie,.;ise c<ıni Li t i,,:. :,;.L,,,.,: ,ü]e i1],üel,e.J,i;s uj' ,rl:c ,.,],ij:i-j,_

(ciıiefly ],atin Aııe:,ı ci_]f. si_ ics sı_,ci: ıs lile::ico, Bra.zi1.

Ar5entina, and Chile). Tbi econoıııic d_ orııina'u i oıı of .-ıoi]oi),Ji,

capitaf based i-n the USlı, i--,ıu ı,ther iııperialist :ioviers 1 ;,,.i_,,i',

aiso oi the 1oca]_ o1iga::cli;, anC tlie existeııce of pro, ,ii.ıpe:-: ,,

lis,b ancl pro-o]-igarcjıi c seıııi, cj: en,i;irel-jr dic,batcriaf :,eg;i_ _:, :

retard na,i ioırtı.]- l]]]ogress. Thrs cı:eates t]re soil i'o:, b::cıiıi

anti-iııp erialis t and a.tıt1",of igal,clırc a.11iances 1,Ji,th tlı3

participa'ğion of tlre ivor]ıers anc'L otlier cJ-asses a-lld se6_,1ei].,;;-

of -bhe popula.tion-

In deve]_o :L

corlntrie,s tlıe si,b,.ıation i.s chareo,berisecl by socio-ecoı1o]:-]]_c

bac]çvrarciness alld heay:,, econoı.iic deıendencc on industri ırl.isc..

capitalist states. Iırler,,' -.].i:j',j mono1]o1ies, chiefl;ı trs.:ıs -

nati<ınals, pursue aıı.,-ındisgı-rised neocolonialist iıolicy,,bire:::
are centres of iıatİonirl and ı,a.ciai oppression forrlred o1, sLr.,.|"

portecl by inrperiatisııı (?alest j.ne, Soutıı :lfrica), aııci cliı,ec,;

assaults and subversio:r ar: c ı-.ıııduc ted against progressive

regimes. In ttrese coı-rntries the so}ı-ıtion of tlıe proble;r oi
bac}o,ıardness, the struggl.,ı agaiııst imperia)_isıı and ıreo-

colonialisnı, and the coırsolidation of nationa1 i_ndepencleıce

require tlre active particii]ation of a]_ j- patı:iotic f orces.
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Iirbhe r.Lli,i;ar:- poficy .i t|re c cııuli ı;li, S t s ;]1e rr]r, -,i a-Lc.]l-].]

o:[' the class or d.rlocr;i,ii.c ispect dep:rrcrs 01 ;ire .]--ı,,;]c,Jı:,

o_ dI:,J ],I1in ıocİ-._ co..t-i.-,... - -ti.l"- lT ,:-ıe 5i. :,l ::,.-.,.; 'o ._ l:,.,"

dociıııents silov-/ ',,ilat iiı pr.,. ı ; -; c:ı.] l, j, ;-11 ,Llie naIioırs iı ,bjı

non-socie]_ist .;rorlcl -bire p_ı,lı-ı_pı] cc;ıtr;.ı',ic,İions al,c ]1o',,

those in vı]ricir t]re j.iııere r-ı-;s of t},e 1,7or]iin3 cJıss o'. jec-;,

ive}3- iraı,nıonise lvi ti1 tlıe irı-b,:;es-lr3 oi the greaı ı,ıa j ori,b;-

of ,b]le iopu]atiort. Hoıı:.rer, i,İ is only i]r t{eve],opeii c a1J i,;.-, -L,-

is,l; coi,rıtries ,b]re,i; ,b]ı,e 
o oiıir"oıı-i;;-, t i oır be,l;ı,,ecn ]_a,_ oi,-: ı,.ric]

capi'da1 can lıe aııci i::e clu eı,.t l.;, i5 tlı: core oi -;]ıe 1ı-,iı:ci_ıı_

socia1 contraC,iction"

Of coı-rrse, "ciri-s b;/ ıı.ı i,ieans -,clit i;les t]ıe ;ıced- _oi

VJor](-n3-class ır;-it;.- in a ._ sa -]...l "io;]s, 1::c1, cii. ; -_. :,i,; .. l ;-..,

vrlıere econonic 1,/e3.llile s s .ı- ,ııes ';iıe capi-ic.iis,i;s se e];ı; ;ı.is .lj.lci

ı,reans o:f c_,,ıj_cj<ly cnding ,ü]ıis iıea];ncss b-, steppiılg ,-ıiı ,iiıc

exlıloitation o.] ',;ii. ı,,ıorliin-6 pe o1ıle, Tire prevaieiıce o- ı.cLıı.,,.l,

ratic ail.rs cloes not ii-]p.ı.1, t}ıe clissoiil_,;icn, the alJE,i1.]" o;:ı,l;;,-;

o- ';],c cless str,_1ggle of ,;lıe p:,olı':ariıt. _'lriı c,:-,,ı-;1: -

paıt aırd paTce1 oi tl-ıe l;::oacLcr s,brlıggle f or eccnoıııic . scc j-ı-._l-,

ajld political pro;rcs;, T]ril ı ,a:.s ,;irat ,u],,e dc.: ,c:-': !ic .:-i..

class aspects oi' tlıe Coııı:ııuıı.i s t s l rı.ııitary policy are cı_osel;,

interrelated. rn tlris connec,i;iorı tiıe po}itica]_ rıaııiics',;o

adop,bed by ,ihe Coiıuırrrnist Paı,';i,- oı' I)en],,iaili ıt its 26tl. '-oi-ı_::c,-: s

in 1980 notes t}ıa-; " oıu, goal is ,bo u_n:i_te al1 -blıı iorccs
oıDposed ,bo ';]re assu_lt. of oi,3 capi'r21 and ,i;he da.ı3erorrs

intrigues of tlıe cold war propoııcıı-ts. Uıı:t-by of ac,ijioi. a.r

the 1ıe;, to rınfolding t}re ı,ıilitarrt ııiglıt r.l- ,ü]-.: iıo::iliı-:.g c1:lss

anc]. tire people'ı.
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This is essentially 'c;rc approı.c], ,t., ,:1]',,,r i.ıi .ı] - . .,. .

a1-r 'cbe ],b.rxis t-l,eninis,i iıı.i,bies. ,'o:: i,ıs-iaııı,. -,,:.: .,_-,,]

lıe tlreses of the tlıirc Co,13ressj oi 'Li,c C o,: ı,ı.:.iri_ s . l'i-1i',j. ,j_

Bolivia (197I) s-bate -tha,; ,tlre j.'ii,i.rı,; r.ıı -i]i" ,jıli,,,iı-ı_: _,-,,o

hı'bioıı 1i.es irı tiıe rıııit;ı ct' the pco.ı] : ' ı,.,iı"- -ç,..ı i ,-;-ırı-, , ,,-i ,

ca]l bc aci]ieved o]1 iire 'oa.:is of ı_:e iiuıe-, jo]ıcs.o_1 o_' ;.,- -.

ı,ıorl:j-ng class, its alliance ızi-bi: ,t,re 1eı:.saııci.,- ıllr] ,;_--l ..c-,

ııra,tj-on of a broad iront e:rbracirıg ,birese sociı:i c Iiı..j:e .., i,.]].

also al1 tlre noıı-pı:o 1e t,ıriı,.:ı ]-io.sses, s,br,_t.eı-:.-b s . _-,c;ı,:ı:,J -; ,

ini;eilectrials, and otlıer se3ı:ents cf ,iirc 
_ıe-çt_l- ;::,ı:..,ı

bouı,geois j-e'ı . T}ıe iırog;aııuıe oj -i;ıre Coı,i: ıı-ı;ıis i ?a.,,,,i1, r_.:,

Baııglad.e sh, adopted. its T]:ıirci Coıı.;re ı, ı: (ir.,,r],,.ır; 19au..

s-üresses tlıat at the sta;e oj tire ıra,b j_orıt-,.]- cir:ı.ro ci,e:-i; i o .,.: ı,.-,,,

1ution tlıe cardinal a.i.ıı is ';o ac]riev.e ı:ıi,i;. .;,,;;:-,3,:,ı ,i_:-

ı,ıorkers, tlıe peasants, t i,:.e :.,iriule s ;r.ıi:,,, a_:.i sec ci_o;1ı u_

tiıe national bourgeoisie anci crea,te a ıra'c ioiıa.r de:,,ıocı,.,,,;-*c

front, The Peopi-e ı s Part;,, o:i lran, ,i;o qrıo'ıe -t jre :.' j.-,s,i;

Secreta3y of its Central çoniıit-iee ıi,,ı._,ctlüiiı i'.iyaırc,iıı,- _

t|sees i,ts ııost importaıt ,;as]ı i;r ci,.ıa.-blrr; a cıos-.-.:ı:i,"

unite<i front. ',7e ivan,ij to uı:,i te a11 .,_,:vo ]_,.r t İ ollar;- , a:,r'ı l.-

iınperialist, denıograiigı aılü othoş io::cos servinC tho i-ıcc.ıp J_;

under the barrner of stnıggle agains-b rcactioıı ar]d corı,ıter-

revolution. }Ie are propasatir\g scientii'ic soc]_elis:.] L:ı]].J _:.,

the vıorkiııg people, popularin€ and oirr, ,,,,o1i'cicai

ancl working to enlıance tiıe streiçtlı oi tiıe riasse,q, 2

']
I{ori z ont lio, 10, 198O.
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7,.

the ı-ınj.tary policy or tiıe Coiiuı,ııai s t po]:tie§, .ıs 1].]]:t-ıi-

of t}ıe lvorking c]-ass, does noi i-,rin3 its class ai],ıs ir,,;,_j

conİlict vıit}ı lts derİoci,e-;ic aspects: tiıese .1j]e l- ii,.-;l,:e].LJ,

corıplenıentary eleılents. ,']re::c -blre_ proletaı,ia-İ İg :r.]]itc* :_,;

is ıııuciı easiei to ı,ıor]ı f oı: uııit;. oi action iı;, ali_ i',e_ ıoc..ı,i,-i; ,

progressive forces. This is a iactor of no lit,ülc signi.-
f icaiice İn f acilitaiing tiie co]resion oj' thc ı-iorliiru c]!,_]sı.

This interrelatj-oıı beti,,ıe e:r t]ıe c]_ess and Ceı,ıocratic a.si;ec,l;s

is natura1 and vital.
iio\7eveI, it is evii].e;-:.t t]ıa'c tiie act,.ıa1 poii,biceli coırcii-

tj-ons in most coırntries of ,biie non-socia]-is,t ı,yor]-d arrcı 'ç]ıı

overall J.nterna'uional siiı-ration aıe ]ıotl bı,in6irıg oci,rocra,i j_u

aiııs into tlıe forefront--naturaily, ı,ıitlr distiııctic,rs depc_---.-,

ing oıı the soc j.o-econotjlic developi,.ent levels oj' t]resc

countries and a]-so on rıgionc,i aıd r:ational specificr:.
]..,e t us exalline tj:ese aiırs 

"

In tlreİr geııeı,al foı::ı ';lıe7 'ocil_ c]o,;:r tc tlie ioilo,-ıiıı;:
lilhe s treıı,ctiıeıri !E of peace. llıe specific oı.ien';atioııs

6f t}le struggle of pro8re§sive f orces diff er in t]ıis siı.,rere:

against irıcreages in rnilitary spencling, t]re an,rs race, -v-arioıı

foreign polioy agtions generatirıg internationa1 teıısion, ı.nc':

ıırill tary ba§es on f oreign territorJ., f or progress toı"ıards

detente, tlıe gettlenıent of dlsputes by ııegotiation, dis-
arfıament ı tbe non-proliferation of nuclear weepons, -blre

prohlbitlon of such !?eapons, and cutbacks of aıııecl iorces,
§tıııgcle aEa t üı]ıerİafisı:ı, In developed. capi,La1; s-;

aorıntrie§ ttıış is a struggle to lirni i; the d.oııinatioıı oi r.ıoııo_

pol1e§, to prevent blg capital froın infringiııg rıpon ,i;iıe
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social galn§ of the ı,ıorkiııg people . ln rieveiopin3 c o,,rn,i::; -ı "

tlıis is 9 stru.ggle against neocolonialist oppression, i-ıı*

equitles in interna-bional econor,ıic ıelations, a.nd ıoili"caı:;

and poliiical interfeİence by imperialist powers.

Şocio-e ,J c and, c.ıli,ticı1 ro

derıocretic rights, i.nıproveı.ıent of socia1 conclitlono, aııd

safeguardirıg the peoplets l1ving standarci; consoliclatioıı or

a11 aspects of national indepcııdence; reııoval of pro-iı:rperia-

1ist regi-ınee gnd counterec-iioır to neofascisnr,

Vltıile they put forward d.eı,ıocratic ainş o.nd. nake evcı,;

effort to drav{ al1 progressive forces into tlıe struggle fo::

these alns, tlıe Coıununls t s d,o not concea1 their ultiııate goa1

of ef,fectlng the transition froıı capiteılisro to socialisıı aıı,f

buildirıg a soclety f3ee o_i' exploitatio of man by i.ıan. Eıt

it is obvioue that the at-i;airırıent oj' clerıocratic e.ims, ııirici:

comprlses the content of tiıe anti-i_rıperialls t, deı,ıoçratic

stage of, the revclutJ.onary process, is of iıuıense si6nificanctı

iıı itself.

Ii

Tbe coılposition oi the political forces ıvitlr ıılroır tlıe

].,Iarxiş t-Leıı:inis t partles oaıı taiıe joint action is <letenfrıoti

by the character of the ııost urgent tasks of each giveıı

period. As ııentloned. earlier, at tiıe preseilt sta6e deiıoc-

ratic ainş are of great iiıportançe in a11 or alıaost a11

çoı.ııtriee of the noıı-soçialist \oıor]-d. The actuaI coatent

and orlentatlon of the alıns of tlris subclivj.sioıı t]ıat are no';
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9,

linked to .prcbleııs aff ecting a1l rıan]riud, f or j,nstance, the

stnıgg].e for peace, are ]argely deternılned, by the socio_

econonic developııent leve1 and the pol1tİce1 condltİons in oiıe

or another gountry or grollp of countries. jı'or instance , tiıere

is a certaın dıstınction betıveen tlıe deıaocratic tas]ts in the

centres and in the ,,olrtskirts,; of tlıe capİtalist çıor]_cl systeıi,

in ottıer vıotrds, 1n developeci and_ rleveloping nations, In t]ıe

f or,]-iıer the prj,ncipal te.rge t--monoı]oly capitalism and its
çloııination_againğt lıiılch the pıogressive forces are ac_}ing

oı endeevouring to att, coınprises the underltr,ing e]_enent of

the existing sociaI systei-:. In these countğles tlıere is a

certaın İntre_orlentetion of the struggle ı,ıaged by tlıe deı:,:oc_

ratic forces. In developing nations, oıı the ot}ıeı, Laırd, -t):e

extra-orientation of democratic tasks is nore 1nıpor'uaıı,t,

because iheir target-the selfsane monopoly oapita1 and

iııperialist poliçy--j,§ e>:traneous. lieedless to say, t}ıe

anti-iıaperlalis t stnıggle ltaged by the democratic forces o:.,

tirese gountrleg is indi.şsolubly J.iıked to the stnıggle agains,;

the looa1 big bourgeois ır}ıere sırch a bgurgeoisie exists, fo::

exarnpile, in Indİa, or against the local olİgeıc\y (iıı nıg,n},

T,atin iııerican sta,i;es ).

This clistinotlon haE a direct bearing on uıTity of action

by progresolve forces in tlıe tıvo ı.ıatn group§ of oo,luıtries,

direotlY irıfluenclng tlıe foı"ras and organisatioıısl fraııoııorl:s

1n ıııhich it is possible to coorciinate srrc,ı actions, |ltr\ron,ttl

slogans are ıTidespread in Asİan, 4frican, ancl lotin Anrer j. caır
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L-countl-ie§. '' aıı.cl are to be net w1 tlı rarely iır iie,ıciopc,J c;,1ıi-

talisi natio;ıs, Tiıe possiıllity of forııing froıts d-,]1-,el],':,,.ı

on specific socio_po}iticc1 conti.itlons. A fron,,; ?r.3,,],l].ir oJ c ı

an a]liance, a coalitioıı of variorış naiiorıa; ;ı"r-l;ics, tii,, e,ı

a]-]. otlrer equal condi'cions, the larger degree of e::';ra-

ori enta,bion of d.enocia.tic ,bas]:s 
c oiıf o]."l,ıs -bo t]ıe bıoıder

objec-Live possibilj.tles for srrclı a ccglition.
Ia developed capitelist co,tıntries the si-i;-.ıatio.ı is c]]-_'-

f ereırt. Tır tlıese cou:ıtries it is, ı-rore tiiaıı no'c, e::trei,ie1;,

d.ifficu}t to fonn broad _in_t cr:AarlJ: alliaırces: 'iıoı-ıı,6eoi:

parties of a1} orientations--A onŞerva'ı ive , J_ibera1 , o::

cleıiçal--1n fact serve big capital even il1 cases rıirere ,l]:,e

latter ı s pı'edoı:ılnance in society iıard]y dovetails r,,ı:-';,r ,i]ıe j r
trad.itiona1 vieı,ı; t)ıe lıant i-iııoıı.opoly s,tandil of tire Soc-i al-
Denıocrats is, regrettably, in ııı.cjı too ııany cascs p,.].ıelJ:

verbal ı and corresponding}y a ,if ront'i or allia.ncc bc';recn

Coı"ııuni s t and Şocia l-Derııo cia,i;ic ( Şocialis,b ) par'ıies iıas ılecıı,

ryherever it caıne in,to being 1n t]ıe postrıaı pejriod, s]ior ü-
l:

J.ıved, -

:|1 Slogans of tlıis kind have been adoptec'L by, f c: e:ıaııpie ,

the Comrıunj.şt oı TJoıkers ' paıties of Argen-bina, ia.nGlaciesiı,
Bolivia, Brazi1, Clıile, ücloı,ibia, Cypnıs, Gui.a,ııa, ;io:-ıclı-ı.ras,

Iüan, Ir.ıq, Jordanı Panaııtı , ParaguaJ, , ier"ı , l)lıili1-,piıre s , Sıcie,- ,

llırkey, and Urı,ıgrıay,

/ The Aoınnıurri s t s iıave taken t}ıiş circuırstaııce irr-i; o acco].,__ ,

,ıi.tiıout roodifyirıg thei.r fıındaıııentaI positive attitiıcie,io
cooperation vıith the Sociaiişts.
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I,Ience tlıe dis'ciıc,iio;iı iıı the ı_ıe,i]rocjs ı,i_"eı. '_ j. -iır, ,,'ı ,_

mtm:Lsts of varioı-rs coun-brieS to prırsı-re i]. l.iili t ilj.,jr »oli uj. L
pa::ticı-,.iar, this polic;. .:ı.1ıencls oır tiıe !1.ıce ,ıc,l;'_ ";- 'ı-ı,ıiı,;:

and i?loı,ıerı; c}raıırrels oi c.-ıordinetiıı6 :.c-tions, i. e" , i-).-I-,]e. _J.

of a Corıılı-rni s t pa.rty ıT i-i;_-ı otlıer pa::ties aiıd j oi:: b ::c,;]-o.is ,,,.

grassroots leve_]. in tl.,l.c a gcııoc of iırter_pa::t_ı, alliancc;;.
The Cor,:ıırınis t s see]r to ı,ıtiLise ai!_ 1ıossibil.i,iies io_,

ensuring uıri t]/ oi ııc,bion ,;1, iırog,,css j_v: ioı.,ceı.. -,,ı,t 
,biıe .Jo,:-

re]_ation of the vario,-is J--.-is or j,c-iieriıls iiilit;. iel)e:].is o.:

specific politica1 condi-iioiıs, iirclı-ıcliıç t]re ,.. i:.;:t', or' ,t].:

1eaderslrip of tjle part:,i_es ı:ııd or3anisatioııs -i;o ıvi:ic]ı t]re Ccı;.i-

nunists proff er coopera,iion. .;}:peıiei.,.co ]_nctiC j,i;es ,bL]..t, -,,;;

and large, -blıe practica11;, poss j_i;iliti es i-ort]ıe Coı,ı:_ıi_ıı:. s ı'

par:,;ies 9f developec-l caiıitai-ie,] coı-illtl.ies iisilr3 ,tırpper.l c]:ı,n*

nels are Yery sma1l iırrlcetl, T]ıi- s enhances ,biic si;;ııific..ılce
of united action at g::assroo';s 1ı,.,:.l--ı; fac-ioıles, ,ilrc

siıopf 1oor, liniversities, ıe sider:.,bia1 ncighbo,.,,rlı.o ocl s , ı..,.ıci so on .

Tlıis is, for ins,baııce , -;iii staııci o-- tlıe C orıııiıni s-L .ıiarty

of Greece. At its iOtlr Congress in i,ia;; 1973 it I/.-.s j]o-;cd ,L.].:'

with the ?arty seeking tiıe iıni t;,, of tiıe ant j_-ııonoirolJ- ,iı.ı;i j oi.ı -

of the na'ı;lon'ı bcr,'ch at gj:assroo,;s aırd ,i;]re to:ı 'lt]ıe ba;:ic oric,_

tation of tlıe strug8le.. . is to aciıj.eve unitJ. at grası.,:oo-}u.

unity of actlon by neiıbers and supporte}.s of eac;r ]ıı.lsı oı:Ea]l:..

sa,iion end ıloveı.ient, coorciinatioıi of 'ı,-]re efj orts of -iiıc vaı.io ,]

mass organisa,i;İons and pro8ressiYe ilovĞ_.leııts, ano t]]eİ]: ilisİoi]
in a sin8le streaıı". 6

O ess of' t]re Coı;r.ıunistOth Co

1979, pp, 59-60, 177 (]tuşsian translation).
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Tire Portu6ues e Coıı.ıi-;_nj.,s,i t'ai,,i;. ıı]ır ı" rs :,,;,;ı:ıe -,:

parlianen-b and ı.ırges ı_rnit1_ ırıo:r; p::-ı;;e ssiı"cs j.;_ı. ,u:le s ;r,.lja L _

a6ainst reaction, constan-'r1;; s-;-:csscs ';j-e c]e;:,,,;i,;: _,cle c,

nass action in defence oi -!iıe iieı,,,,cra-bıo si,ıe:] a:]' ,tlıc ;"":,,ıı

of the revolution"
}'ilılle ı:oting tiıe cno:,ı ıo-,,,s ıiieı;t,ı oi' t]ıe i,ıes,-ı ,b,,::,,_] c-,

i,.nioıı ııoveııent and tlıe fı.ct ,ıııı,.ı in so;;e trı,clc ııııioirs ,i',e

Coıgnı-rıists lıold posts of na-i;oııa]_ si3ıificancc, ,i;]],] Jr,i]r

Coııgress of t}re Coılu.rı-ıııi s t Pa-,-i;ı or- Ğıea-b Bı,i-işin İ.:ıove: ı-oc::

1979) ı-ııı<iers cored ,b)ıe signifioaıce of 'che lıig)ı !_cvel o1- ı-irı.";

e;.iong rıorkers at ,üiıe lcvel_ o- eııterrırises ;ı.,icre ,.iı,,ı;, Co],ı:-ı,-ı.ı-- ı,":

are s}ıop steyrards or ııciıbers of oo..u,ıi,b,|e es oı r;lroi,ı s,; ci,/a;cl,,:.

ıirlıiie tlıe Gerrıan Coi:r-ırrnist l'aı,,ir, t'1_o,-,ı ıo,b t:i:ı1, ,!:-1,'

elected 'lıodies, includin6; pe.,,-i.,iıı,-ıeıt , al,e e-r] iıılı oı,i;ııı.-; r'icijı
of ,,-ıor]i b;, progressi,ıe i'orccs, .L,i a-b,i:aclıe j] 1]ilrai.ioLul,t si;iıi"
ficance ,bo the '' extra-parlia.ııre:ı,bar;,- s,'ırırg;io, to ,bı:: 

e -J-,:,;i;_Lc

of ,tlıe vıorlıiıg Qiass a-t f ac,ı,'ories ıııii iıı trad|e ,,,.nio:ıs, -iiı

actions by youilg ıvorkers aırci siı_r.icrris, ı,nd. to deı,ıoc;a,,,tic c j- ı: ..

.'
iiıi tia,i;ives'ı . '

tiıis i-s afso t}ıe at-i;itucie oi -iire Conrıiınist ]]ariJı oi ;,rc

USA. At its 22nd Conventioı-ı iı-ı. 1ı,irEirst 1979 t]ıe Geiıera]- ije c-

retary Aus ]jall spo](e of -t.ıe si;nif ic..noe o;' iliesc clıa;:.,3es,

dcscribing tben as a ne,,v base f o:: t]ıe ?artrı's iıolic;ı oi' joi;.,-

lng a ııass united front,o

7 Protoko11 des j,'lbrınheiııer ?ar';eitıgs d_eı: Jcu'; s c _:e:-

Iior.ır,ı,-rni s t is chen Part e i y.

Gus IjaJ_1, ],abor Urı lron'c Ln ,blre .ı'B

ihe_ Cris.i§, }.Ievı York, 1979, p, 93,.

a:a]]ı J
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A çlear-cut ştand waş <te:jlaed for the trbench Coııııırınts -l;

Party by ıte 23rd Congross in ].9?9. The IEenclı Conuıunists rırge

the developnent of an alliance anc1 agreeııent especlallı, rzitiı

tiıe §ıcj.alist Party. But a poıverful grassroots rınitaı:,ı ııove-

ııent ig vital to this alU-ance. Thig moveı,ient, vıhioiı is ex_

pressed in the struggle of the working people for their basic

interests, increasingly brj.ng§ then tile a!,Iareness oİ, tİıe ııeecl

for deep_goirıg revol,ııtlonary changes. "It nust be oı,rı con_

tinuerl ooııqern that this alliançe (of progressive forceg.--E. )

sirould iıcreas iıı6ly become a r:atter of the ıvorlıirıg people tiıoıı-

selves , 
!ı Gegıge s lıiarchais, the I"Cl General §ecretary, saic1

recentl,v. 'ıSıııi!ıit neetin€s, coınpıoııiseo betııeen f eaders, and

joint s-Lateııente by thcm are cleflni'ıely not the roacl tlıat can

take tlıe peQpleıs movement to guçcess."9

The Coınıııııist partles of 3elgiuıı anci the Net]ıerleııds (2jrd

Congress of the CPB and the 2!th and 26tlı congre§ses of the

OPIV ) attaciı paı,a!ıount ırıportance to ıınited. qoncie'üe actions a-i;

grassıoots 1eve}.

In tbe d.eveloplng countr:les tbe situatioıı is not so ,.ıııifon,;

in this respeot. }Ve lıave already noted tiıat the objective

possibili,bieg exist in these countrieş for the foıııation of a1-

lianceş (fronts) of nstiona1 partieg and roagş orgenisations on

the platform of stnıggle agains'ı; imp e ı,lelioın, against t}ıe se6-

ment of, the ].oca1 bourgeoi,s çoalescirıg ıiıith lt, and againot

9 [,'uırııanlt,İ April 22, 1980, Jrıne.2B, f900;
19B0.eT,l llı,ıııani che fuy ]O.
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tiıe foroes supportirıg international reaqtion aııci lıia oisıı

(in gome 16tln Aınerl can stai;es this platio:ıı includes o}ıe ı]cre

vltel elexıent--stnıggle for tlre overtjıı'oıv of pro-irıperiaİİg',j

military dlctatorship§ brrttressec1 by US nonopolies), ]-Iere ,i;ilc

çoııınunı ş t partıeg pres§ for tjle creation of, netiona1-4eı:ıocra-bi c

fronts ırni,t ing rvorkers , peasaııts, t]ıe rı-iddle stra üa, and, a

seç;ııent of the 1ocal bourgeoisie,

Eışerience §lrorvş , hovıeveı. tlıai in Asia and. /,frl a,a -the

politj,co-organisational forrıatlon of §uctı fronts is extreııel;-

rare o The basic leason for tlıis evidentJ-y lieş in 'ul:e gradua1

and irreversible groıı,th of inter. ıal socio-class contıadictions,

A politlcal exlıression of tiıis proces§ is the §eluçtançe of

bourgeoi,s anii natlonaU.st petty-borırgeols parties ,bo cooporate

vıith tlıe Co!ınunlgt§. Societyrs class differentiatioıı. iıı oalıi-
talisııı-oriented coruıtries vil]. ııost like\r prooeed, in tlıe gaııe

dtrection, despite t}ıe objective need for unity arıoııg petriotic
forceg, Hence tiıe growiilg significance of an alliançe of 1eft,

anti-capitolist organigatıons, es ia noi.f §eeıı, for ino-i;ance,

in Tı,ırkey or in Indla (tnıe, i,n Ind.ia tlıe anti-iışeriılist
sspectş of cleveloprıent, particrıIarly the probleıı of econonic

inilependencb, are not as açrrte as in ııost African aııd. Asian

stateş becarıse of ttıe fairly rıpid econonio growth during tie
years of 1ndepenılence aııd the cauntıy ı s sl,ze ) ,

tbe predoırinantly negai;ive ettitude of bourgeois, pro-

bour8eois, and nationalist petty-bourğeois partle§ to alllences
ııi tir the Conmrınis ts glves the need for unİty actions by grass-

rootş progsesgive foroes growing gi,gnj-ficance. The scale of
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§Lıch actions depends on ]iov,l far tiıe nag§es uııderstaıld tjıe eilrs

of tlıe strııggle, A vivid iilulstı:atioır i.s tjıe anıi_rıoııarclris t

revolution in Iran in 1979, -Jespite tlre repeated, rıııi- t eı1, 3p-

peals of tlre Peoplets Part1, of Iran to otlıer natioılel orgaııisc_

tions, no rınlted front ııas j] oi,rıed on ;t11 iılter-parJü,-}r level,

Iiovıever, at the level of tlıe rıasses ı"ıırity of action g::ew

steadilY. Durin€ t}ıe decisive cla;rg of lebrıary ]979 tiıe a,ıııc c1

intcraction of a11 iire an,cl_irıp erialist end aııti_dictat orial

f9rces leci to the hisioric -. ictor}_ of tire lraniaıı revoliitio.,l,

Subsequent'i;ı, the need fol a uılted front of progTessil,e

f orceg gre\,[ eıren ııorc pressing, especia}]_y in tlıe facc of 'J[j

imperial-isnııs d.esigns anrl actions against lran. A staterıeırt

1ssued by tlıe Central Comrı:it t ec of tlre People t s Party of Iraıı

on ı\pr1l 31, ı98o dec}arer] tiıat ,,toclay, ];io rc- tiran eveı iıe:[ore,

tlıe revolutlon stancls ln need. of aır alliance and uni'i]r aj,ion8

a11 iorceş in order to i'rustrate ,llris dangerous çonspj-rac",

( of US irnperialisın. __E. ) . I,e,i; us the::ef ore unite aııcl gc,ıivaie

all orrı forces for t]ıe ga]ıe o;, tiıis aim..., for the preservatioıl

ı:e orrr ievo}utionrs achieveı.ients".10 3ut tlıis ıTas no-i follor-ıec,,

by any int eıı-party agre eiııeiıt.

Tiıe absenQe of a uıi,i; ec] fı:ont a]; ip1g3-party leT el, ı'ılıl clı

i.E a c]:,ara Ateris tic in African ancl Asian co-ırııtries, is not all

typical oir the J_,atiıı Aııericaıı contlııent. There ı;]:ı,e opposl,tioıı

partleg and or6;anisations, inclrıdirı€ the Coıımrı:ri s t parties , iıı

many case§ a8ree on a u:ıitcı'. fro!.t ( tilc Patriotic ihont of

=== =:r=:r= =::lğğ==ğ==:a 
lr=E ğ-,ş!iş= -:=

'O İ..hlc}gg1, .{pril 5, i98O.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



r ,,:

tioniluras, unltirı6 nore tlıan 60 poJ-ittcal aııd. puiılic organi-

sations; the 3road trbont of Uruguay; the Unlty oi Left
Torces bloc in Perıı; ii.e ],trational Opposition Alliance and

tlıen the Democratic tr'ront in Colorıbia; the Der.ıocratic ancl

}eople|s Unity ibont iıı Boliviaj. rt seens tjı.at t}ıis ],atlı:

American prinacJr in tlıe realisation of the priııciple of ,,-ıni,tJ,

of action among progressive forces ls liııked to, anong otlıer

thiııgs, more deep-rooted traditions of political organ:lsation

than j_n tlıe Afro-Asian vıorld and to tlıe Clırlrch l s positive
role in §oclo-political life,

IIi

The ınain factors ltinderj.ıı.g or liııitiııg ı"ınity cf actio:ı
alnong pro€ressİve iorces are cJ-ose11, iııteı.relateci, llre cia,bı

a'c t}ıe Coı,ıııissionıs disposa1 r,ıake s i-b possible to id.entiİ;-

tire f o]_loııing elenents.

4.ııti-C oqnu:ıiş -b ı,i evıs and preiuciice s Tlıe reference
here is not, of cou_rse, to suciı ııatural exponents of anti_
c oıuıunl-sn as irıperialist circles or t]le bourgeoisie and its
poli';ica1 ofganisaiions, In nany instances, tlıese vi eı-ıs aırd.

prejud|çeş, especlally in d"eveJ_oped capitalist couni;ries,
ere heldi by forces that by their clasş and political oharactc::

could be a].l1es of, t}ıe Cor,uıruri.sts, notably the Socialist
( Şocial-Denocratic ) parties, Iiorvever, ti:e possibilit;, 91

cooperatirıg vıith tlıen in the stnı5gle for clenocratic al,ıı.s

ls 1eft Iergely untapped becaı-ıge of tbeir leaders!ıip's
negative attİtude to tiıe Corıı,ıunlsts. Tiıe C oı:ıııı.ni s,! Party o:e
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Great Britain, f or iııstaiıce, lıas repeateclly ı:ıad.e oi'ierş o j'

cooperatioıı to the ],abour ?art;; ]];6çlrtive, l:i,.t a1I t]re;e

offerş v{ere ]]e jected,

Anti-Conr,ıunl s;ıı is to l_ıe ıiıet ıvi.iiı İn the bou::geois a;-.,.,-'i

pe,i;ty-bourgeoi.§ parties of ıııarıy deve1o1.,ing natioııs, iiıis
often goes to the point of deıı;.1ng Conu;ıuıi s t irartics tiıe ri;i--l;
to 1egal existence (f or exaıııple, in Suclaır, Iraq, f\ıı.kcy,
and l\rni§ia). lbıeol,er, this tie:riaI s or,re'ı; iııe s .bd;es tire slıaJi

of a clginı of a ruliıı6 revo lı-r';i onaIy-deno cra.i ic part3, to a

nonop o]-y of political poİer.

Phe }eople|s ?art3. of Iıa1i foı_ıııd itself in a aiffic:i1-,'
position soon after tiıe 'cr.iu.iıplı of t]ıe anti-inperialis t re;c_
lutionı 'ıThe sha]ı l s di c,tat orslıip, 't lTuredd,iıı i(i;ıgılçlu.1 , .]i'iı,s';

Secretary of tiıe PPr Ceıı,tra1 Co:ıuıittee ı said ilr c.ı: inteıwiev,
tıand the rınbritiled ant i- Coı.ıııiı.ııi s,t propaganda d.irecieci asai.ırs-i
the nationIs progrc§sive 1ofces ııntl against t]le soci.alis-b
qoıııııuixlty, sowed prejudlce ancl even lra-trec] iıı tiıe ı:ıiı:ds of
people. },,Iotreover, tlıe r*ling circles iıave alvıays sl;ilfı-ı117
couıterposed religioı,ıs p,:ople ,i; o tiıe popular force§ Crie]iteCı
toı.ıard socia]- progressı It took a considereble effort to
coıııbat this heritage effectiveJ-y and aclıieve at 1eas-i paıtlai
guccegs in overcorılng prejııdlces. Şiııce the Şhİ ıİte rcligio..
haş denıocratlc roots and. frequentiy gnl.r.a iırto an alliance
vıitlı national anc1 anti-imperia]-i.s t forces, we are iırcı-easiırg};,
fj.nding 8 c oııL1o]1 J.angua5e ııi,i;lr ı.,ıany i.iuslin leaders, ı,ıho, i.n
tlıeif, trtın, knoıv of oıür dedicatecl stı-uggle for t]ıe iııterests
of 'ı;iıe people , regard Lrs Qs a ı.ıa j or politi_cal f orce , ancl vaiiıe
otıİ con§tructive roic r,,1f
= 

EE == = =.ş =:: İı lrğ !r§ rrl, t:== 
= 

!-= == =
ı,l-' .5o.ıizont_, No. 10, 19CO.
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The influcnce OJ s oc ia1-Ief o1Tlisi]] oıi tlle vo]:];

The countıies ryheıe socia.] -refoı"rıisı_ı is pa]rti cr-..1arlJr 17i(ie-
gpread inclucic ,!ustria., 3c }5i,,,.ı,r, Ca;ıaciı, aıird. ,biıe :ıiiŞ, Iıı
other collntri-es ,ı'irese ideac cııcotrn,bcr ,i,lı.e stıong poli-i;ic,ı-,
idcologica1 inf]_,uıeııce or' the Co:,tr,,ıııists (!\:aırce, Tta1;,,
Spaiır), The sııirit c- so ıia]--r,ı jo:rıs is qrıite tenıcio..ıs s. iıo
in sor,re developing coirı-ı.t::ies, - or e::ar,ıple, t-ırlıey aııci t]ıe
üıilipiıines,

Şocial-ref o::ı,ıj-s t in-f ]-ı-]3],].ce s9ps t}ıe politic.ı1 ı.ıiiita:.-c;.
of the vıor]:ing class, ]eaves it 1ar.;ely at tlre ı.ıercş oi tiıe
nıOnOPOlİes aırd, İır iiıe ioııg rı.ı:ı, is a ııajor obş,,;acle to i:ni-l;1.

amon€; the rvorl;iııg clo.ss itself a.,ncl arıoılg a1l o.i;]ıcı, deııoc-
ratic forces- unc]e r t]ıese eonditions, in order to avoici
ııasnifying contı.aclictio:_: tiıe Coıır;ıunists usiıall;, offer to a;.b
j oiırt}y vıitir ot]ıer parties of the ıvorkiırg class on issueş
where there is agreeııerlt, The groızi ng crlsig plıenoııena in
developed capi-ialist coı-.,ıı.tries enc]. tiıe acQorxpaırJ.ing off ensi.iıc
of nonopoly capi.,'al agai-irst tlıe socio-economj.c gains oi 'ıiıe
rıorking people aTe j-iltensiiying tlre .brend touard s ı-ınity
eroong the 1atter. .,is yıas ııoteci, for j.nstance, at tlıe 2Jrd
Congress of t}ıe Conu:ıuıı:j s t }arty oi Belgiun, t}ı.is d,oes not,
of courge, frce tlıe comrnunists froin tlıe need to wol.jı tire-
lessly for the de]-j-verance oj' the ııain forces of t]ıe ı-ıorlıin3-
Qla§s and denocratic ııoveı.lents froıi t]ıe infl.lence of refor:-
nlst j.deo].ogy and practices.
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The proı lenı oi' refa^t ions betızeeır,]]arties alld or a:-] ]_ s _" 
," -,

n ted front This is a crucia]- p::o;jlei]. tlıe
durability of an a.1_liaııce. ti:e pres-b j_5e that a r..ııi,i; ecl iroiı';
eıı j o;rs amon3 t}ıe peopi_e , ııC tiıe c...pacit1, j'o:: ci' jecti-ı,e

political actio]]s depeı1c ın ,biıe cxtent the parties .rnd oi"Ge-

nlsatioıl§ are eqıeJ_ i."ld o:i i,io,,; iar tbe rc]_atioııs be.ııiec:ı

theın are denıocrati_c,

'ıi e iıa'ıe no,1;ed t,ıe ],,ioaci realisa,Lion of -i;he sio;ıın oi ıı

national-denocretic f]]olli j_n l,atiır Aııeıica aııd. tiıe ızca].;

§uppolt i.t gets l_rı ,\frica:. aııt] .Ilsian coııntı.ies. Oi:e of tiie
rea§ons f oı tiris ı_,a t 1ıı, ./ıııricail tlp ],:eao]l],enoi1ll is rulql!.es.Li oıla)l Jİ

tlıe 1ong-standing tradlti.oırs oj' poii,bical or5anisa,i;ion tıııi
struggle, tıaCj.tions tlıe,i iıeilı to r.ıaiiıtain i)e ç cl.ı-i;,l_i.b1; cf
tlıe parties j-n iınite<] jı,oiits. 1'r;]it j.oııs ı.ıt' tjıis ].;1ncl aı.e

non-exİstent or rzc a j,: j.n -ıl,ji,ica:l an<1 Asian coirırtrİes. rt i.;;

no-b accid.errtal tiıc.t a ne3ııtil,e e:ıaı,ıplc of 'liııner-fıon,İlı re-
]-ations j.s 8l_ven by tlıe -ıijr.o--[sian zone, specif icall1ı !13.ç.1,

3ecause tiıis is a par'ciciılaıl;, iııstnıctive cxaııple, tire
Coıruıissj"on felt it ıııoıılci l:e expedj-ent to disci.ss i-,' iiı so:-.ıc

detaj.1.

Dver since j.ts foı-rnda-tion, i.c., iıı 'uhe 1!]0s, 'slre

Iraqİ CO;.ıııuni s t Part;r jıaş ııor]ied consis-bent]_J, foı. ,.,.ili.!Ji of
action anıon8 national pı.c.;ressive foıces. In 1959 it pIrj_
po§ed a draf t clıart er of a iTa-! ionıl -t'ı.ont to a1l oi. ,tlıe

rıetlonrs political organisatio:rs. iire Pariyts 2nd Coıı6resı,
held a year Iate::, noted t]ıat i)a vital ain of 9lı3 larty is
to set up a united pı,o6üessive fronr- and a coş]_ition
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govetlı!ıent. lı At the c]-ose of 1971 tlıe ICP began talks ıvitlı
the 3aath Party on this r_uestion, and. tlyo years la-'ıer ı,'lıe

formation of a Nationa1 iıront ııas arıiıounced..

fhe lracli Cor,ıııiınis t s have alrvays ştressed tha-b 1t rıa s

necesga}:y to respect the political, ideological, and or-
ganisationa1 independence of al1 tiıe sid.es in tiıe froni,
en§rııe freed,onı of concrete coırı.adely critlcisıı ırit]ıin t]ıe

front, and also tlıe freedorı of its phrticipo.nts to pro-
pagete their prinolples and ei-ns provİded tlıgse do ırot

corıilİct with mutua1 coııııltııents. 3\:.rther, tlıe ICP in-
aisted on a denıocr:.tic eettleııent of possible disogreemea,bs

in a spirtt of coopeıation,. Rela,Live to leaderşhip of tire
froyıt, its stand. waş tiıat suc]ı lead.ership slıould. be

exerçj.sed by tlıe party enj o},ing tbe greatest confirience

of tlle people.

Tlıe eçti.vitie§ of the governing Baath Par'ıy caıre into
conflict şıith all these principles. Its purposc ıras not tc
eıı§ure eqiıo1 and clenocratic cooperation vıithin the froni
but to abolish rratlonal parLles, to absorb them, to iılpose
its policİe§ and ldcology o]ı theL]ır Its reply to an;, cri-
ticlşn ıyas to have regourse to violence and then to acts
of terror up to the execution of Coıruıuıis ts and 1ırogres§ive
nationali.sts_both .Aıab and l(urd. liıis broug}ıt aborri the

d.isintegra'ıion of the ]fationa]- Front. 'ilıe IC}' ı,ıaş forcecl
to go over to opposj.tion as a consequenoe of tiıe rapic1

backslide iı the po}icies of the goveı.nİng part;,, of the
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2\,

anti-Coıiı,lrunist caıipaigır s bari; ecl by ,b:re aii,bl:ıı,i,bies, tiie

repressions, the e]iecutions " and -t}ıe c 
-!osr,: -, oİ JJa-:,Llı

centres and ,blle !art;, ;ı,,ess. ı,ate1;, 'c]ıe I0! lreıs -o,ııı

conclı.ictj-:ig pre jr.-.ra -'.; or]ı i-,ıor]; eiııicı a,b ,:e-b-bi.ıi.; i,-ı a i]€;-b i o-:],a ,-,

d.er:ıocratic i::ont ioı: l: l:'ı-;,,.ı_551c ,to re.;ıove tire c--ic-bı,-to-,iı1,

repressive regiııe a:ı,ci for,ı a üei.ıocra,bic coı'| i-Liolı ad.ı,:.iııis-

t:ıation.
The exaı:riıle oi lraq e.-ot:iclf,}lı s]roıvs -i;lio incoi_şa'uabili-

iy of ilıe 1iire boiıa.,:iis ,i;rai.:1ılirıg e]_erı3i:,;or;- -üloı,ı.,-s o-'

deııocracy and t]re ecliralitJ, of particilıani;g in a i'::on-i ı,;i i_,ı

tiıe very idea of ı-uıj tJı oj' action b;, iırogr"essive io.rces.

Se c-i;arianis:o, This disease, ,.rjricjr ]ıiiidcı,s i,-;ı.i-t;- oi

action, is particiılar1; ci_arr6eroı,,s ,to gr,ia] ] lıer,l;ics,

}iere t}re Coı,ı.ıissio.. ı,ıi]_1 coniine itsel i -i; o cl,.ıo ti_ıç ,;lı,-:

above-ııenti-oned reiıort iı;ı çilu ,jail to tiıe 22nd Coı-;,en,lio:;

of tbe C orırnı-ıni s t Party oi' -biıe USA, Tlıe C oı.;nı-,,ııi s,i: s siıoulci,

he said, sheC. t l_-ı.e s;ıiıCroı,ıe ,biıa,l -biıe;, ıvere iei ıı4; .:",,siıccl

aside, re jected, anı] driven into a, co.:iicı, o,, ';iia,b -i;iiey

ı,Jere a tiny r,:inority. ihe;- slıoi,,.lci droiı ,iiıe coı,ıple:ı oi-

political orplıana6e. Tlıey slıorıid svi:n lıet,ter i;r a l-ıig

pondı .4,t the presellt ,tlıe ııaln ırea}cness p::cven,ii:ıg tilcr.ı

frqıı tıeepiılg abieast of the 'ciııes cou}c1 be defj-rıed as

§ectarianisr[.. . Tlris slı::aır8 fronı rrnd e:r:e s r,'i:ıa i;ing t)ıe

upsurge of the mas§es and oi the Pa.r,b;r' s Tolc in tiıı-b ,ıir-ı-

aurge.. . T}re stnı3519 iı.g6iııst secta.riaırisıı required coı:-

scious, conşisteııt, and -bire less qı-ı.ests f o:: allies aııd o

sollcitous attitude to ttıei-.ı, especi-ally ,bo -ij]lose pı,elıared.

to cooperate l"/ith t]ıe C oı:uırı-ınis t s as srch. 12

12 Gr,u I{a11, op. ci i, , pF. g3-9,i.
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1 22,

Tiıe nega';ive ir,ı.,.ıac,L ci al1 these factors ca.ı::ro t l-,e over-

coı,ie rvith.ou.c pe::se::verin;; ^ 1ıa.,i;ie n'ç. arıd ıiiversified ,;,ıori: ,ı:,"

the Corıiıunis,bs. One of , ,bı; iıey oıieili;ations is ,i]:e

strengtlrening oi' ti:.e C oı_ıı,ı",,ıri s t J:'art;,, Speakirıg ]_ıs,t srır-i ı-].g

of the rirenci: C oı.uıı-rııi s,; .';ırt;" s gooci lıea1';ir, Geo16c j.'-a;sı,,.ciı

noied at 'che saııe -';i:,ıe i,rr,.'; its ı'i,.r"clıer siı,eng,İiı.eni ]r§- L,Lr.g

a key clrrestion of t)ıc poii,bic:;l str,.ı.ggle, t}ıe clecisive

con<iition foi lroGressive ciıan6es iıı rrance. |] !]re sıııe

r.,ay be said or' o'ıjıer C o;ı.,lı-ırlrs t and ljorker:ıl pa::-!ies : ,İ,,ıe

streııgtheniırg oi' tirc_-i ralr:3 is 'ı;iıe 1:r:-ircipa1 coırclitio;ı i o-,

cohesion anc1 ,,ıni,i;;., c-' ,:. c-i;i oıı aııoı; tire ])To6ressirc f orces,

1]

I,,hy 30, 1900.
l!ljuıe"Llj_, Apri1 22, 1980; l_'_]!ıınlani,b6-Diı,,ıanclre,
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Ro ed of Ju]_ 1 B0

cvccıı İıeııcl

C Ollrad,e ...ı... t i ı....... r... r.
please s end your rel1arır§ t o
Comrado ro om *)
b]. July 14 G.1lr,

Ibaft Suıvey

(

o

U§TTY pOR succa5s

oınıı.ınis ts and, Un L of, ^+j o !ro e§§ iveŞ

Unity of a.ction of ptogresıive, d.enocratic
forceg i§ ai1 earnest of success in tho struggJ. e

f,or the vıorking peopleış intereşto, against
imperialisıı anĞ ree.ction. llıe IJi,f,t Cornmission

1g Info tion a.nd, Doctu,iıentaf oı1

hag ştuöied the attitude of o nıınber of coıımrınigt
anil l'Jorlcerş' parties to this probleıo onal thelr
relev€İıt aettvİty. Using İııf,orrnation supplled by
party repreeentatlves on the ; oıırnall aiıd otlıor
noterial, it has prepağed, en anelytlcal survey of
thc problo, obove aU its f,olloyıing aspecto:

- the alns of unitsd aqtion by progresoive
forc es ı

_ the experienoe of joint action;
- obstacleg.

I
?he hJ-story of tlıe international C oı,iuıunis t a,nc1 u,ri:ıı3_

clags nover,lont Ehoıvs t]ıa.t ever since tl:ey ce;ıe into beiu6,
],[ıer:ıist_treninist parties have general] y vıor]:ed. to ııcbil-isc

l Ti." Qoıımissicn tha,ı:.lı s the frat erna} parties of tiıe
İol1oıving countrieş for t]ı.e .inf orma,tion rnad. e availabl c by
ther.,ı; 4Jgentj.rıe, Austria, 3elgiumr' Solivia, Brazi],, Caiı.acla,
Co], omb j.a, Cyprus, Daruaarlı, Donıinican Republicı raG, Great
3ritain, Greece, Guya,na, Hond.rıras, Inrlia, Ira,n, Iraq, Irela,iıd,,
Jord.an, Pa.ragııay ı Plrilippines, Sud.an, TlıJ:kei,, Uru3ual,, aıd
UsA,

/?6

Sorl!§ci6iT
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a.

tlıe wolklng clı§a for §tru&gle ag€,1nst capital and, to ruıtto
ou§)

socie,lIy heterogene/f,orces 9n a b3oad bagis for definite

ğen€ra1: natİonal and, democratio 6oels1 6uclı as the anti-
fasqtst liberation war in Weğtern nı,ropö durtng l7orld triar II;
tlı6 antj,-colonial lİberatlon ııoye4cnt of .dslan and .African

reodles efter the war or the ştıua€le for peece. I,bateıııal
par-üy recortlg l,ndicate that gt this ştage the unifyi.ng trend.

İn tbej"r poI1oy ts not only es valid as ever but is becoo-

tng Otltl ıııore releraJlt,, fhe prograııne ad,opted. b], tiıe
i,[aDJıhe jıı Congı.ess of the Gerroarı Cornnuıris i Party ( October

1978) noteş the d|vislon of society into e hand.fu]- of
corporetion§ end nultiı1}lionalres, on the on'e hgnd, anal

the rıajorlty of the peopJe, on the otherı and stresseE
llt]ıe neceşgity for anat po§şlbility of joint aotlon b;ı the
yrork l4g ola§s q,nd. e broed a1l1ance of aII non-nonopoly

aforce§:t,' Record.g of the Coııırı.ınist ancl Workerg ı parties of
otirer c ountrleg 1l.kovise contaln provisions for the rı.ı-ıit;ı

of action of progresslve forces.
Thege reç ord.s shovr that comıııınis t policy f or rıaity

ştil1 has a twofold trend.: a class trend (unity of tho vıorl:-
i:g class) and a general denrocratic trend (ıınited action b;"

eocia]-l]. heterogeneous forces). l[eettless to say, tlıe
tiivorsi.ty of, econoınlc and, socio-politieal situatioııs pre-
deteıznjııes dlfferent ratloq|betvıeen thege tvo agpect§ of

,
Protolco1]- d.es ].,Iaıırı]: e irıor Pa.rieit s de! Deutscho;ı

Iiomıııınis t hen Par
I,laruirejm, p. 257.

z Oktober 1 R os en3art cn-
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3.

the Comıırıis t parties ı effort f,or ıırrlty. '!y'g ınay ggy--

somewhat tentatively-that th6 greatet the ııatrırlty of
the capitallst systerı a.nd hence the d,epth of, its contradio-
tions, includ.ing that betıveerı Iatou anal oapital , the

stronger on the ıııho]_ e the function of t]ıe claşş pringip]_e,

that is, tiıe principJ.e of ıınity of the vıorking class in the
gtrutgle foı itş iınrıed,iate interes,bs and, against this
system. lhis j-rıvites the conc}usion that the signif,icance
of ı.ıorking_ç}a,ss uJıİty objectively f,o11oıvş ı:ıhat

may be d.escribed as a, esÖendlııg ll.ne, fronı most of tho
Afro-Aş ian c orurtries (a relatlvelür underd.eveloped,

cepitalisro) tlırough tlıe Iıatin Aııericen repub].ics (neĞİsın

ilevelopınent of capita,J.igın) to North eın'eİioan ond Weğt

European coııJxtrl,eg plus Japan, which have attajııed the
hlghe§t, state-monopoly stage of , capitaliglx.

Honıçılgg., thls pattern changeg sııbstantially if the re}a_
tlon between t]ıe clasş princJ.ple and the generol
deıaocratio prlnciple in t}ıe Corımunists' effort for ıuıity
is exaıılned jıı connection vıith the vıhole range of
ecoııomicı §ooia1 ı political erıd other oond,itions existj-ng
ttı the country qoncertrod es we].l as with the political
situation iı the region and the overall international
situatioa. fne nain nodi-fying factor§ ıla]r be 1isted eE

fo1lowe :

Deve1oped. qapitall§t countries. 1) Tlıe process of
concentratin5 and coıtrallsing ea,pitaI and prod,uction ha§

resu]-ted i.n an ııııprec ed,ented, monopoli§ation of econorılc and.

POll,tlcal pol,rer, The pollc;. of monopolİ.eşı \ırhiciı are ful'].]-
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4.

beckcd. by tiıe state, runş counter to tlıe iıtereşts of tho

vıorkinğ oloıs and other worklng pe?ple, aş well as tlıe pett,"

anĞ largely the ıniald.le boıırgeoisier,/tlıe intgregts of the

oveıııhelmj:ıg majority of tiıe populationr z) §ne foreign
policy E;nbitlonş of US i:aperialisra, its attoııpts to
tlpreventll oT 'tnullify'i progressive polltica1 changes in
tho vıorld et a1]. oosta , including aııned foroe, a certa,in

ğoüpticit}, of some other öapidalist oorütries iı this
polio;. (thı^oueh ltrATO, for instance), and the tendenoy

of ıollita,ry industrial complexeİ to permanontly lıeep up

1nteurrationa1 tensiong, which often poses a direct threai

to peace, are also Q ontşgr;ı to the lnterestş of tlıe ı]ıasge§.

l,jediumdev o ed co ist oosi1./ Lat

cowr tries.
of the United §tates and other imperialtst povıerar./the

existenqe of pro-irnperialişt a.nd pro-oligarohio dictatorial
or şemi-illçtatorial regi.rnes ho]-d back şoclaI progress,

fnis offerc opportunitieE for tiıe fotmation of broail

anti-j-Iıperialişt and. antl-ol lgarclıic aJ. ignments i-nvolving

the ıvorktng elass and. otheı claşses and strsta of

g o o iety.
Devolopj:ıa countrie§ of Asia and Africa., Tire

şituation !n these countries iş cheracteris eil b;r 9o9io-

econordic baok,ıvardneşs and etrong aconomic d.ependence on

developed capttalist countries. Irıperiallst ponopolieo1

grjııarilr transnattonals, aarry on f,u].1-§cale neocolonialist
activity; there exist seets of nationgl anci racial oppression

The economic grip of the monopoly cap*a1
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l:

createö or matntained by j.nperiallsm (?aleştine, South

Africa); progreşsi.ve reglmes a.re an object of, djrect

a,ttaçlı and §ubversXon. To solve the problem of bac]ıı,ıard_

no§o, fight imperialisrı anci neocoloniallsm and strengthen

their nat1-onal independenoe, these oountries need aotive

ef,f,ort by al1 patrlotic forces.
[he priJıacy of the clags element or the general

d,emocratlc one in the Comıııist parties ı unity polloy

iş detoırıined. by the nature of the chief, social contra-

dietİ.on in the gi.ven coruıtry at the glven gtage, Party

recoröc shoııı tha,t toilay the mgin conttradlctions iıı viıtually
€ll ıoıı-§oa,ialist corıntrieg are thoşe or.lriı,l.1. ths jğtarest§

of the working clasg cojııoiöe objectiyoly with thoşe of

the oyorwhelnıiııg ııajority of the populatioıı. AJld it ts on].1ı

iı tleveloped oapitoligt countries that coırfrontation

betvıeen the work i,ng class anal capital can be, and of,ten l.s ,

the core of the @jıı §ocia1 contradiction,
To b e srığe , this ilo es not i:ı the l eagt reduc e the

need for vıorkiııg-olass ııııity in e;ıy gituation, henoe alşo
,ıvhen , econonıic ıveajınegs proııpts capitaltsts to try to
overcomo it as early as possible by overexploiting labour.
[tıe prjııacy of, general deııocratio goals does not Et aLL

i.mply lıdissolutionıl or liabolitionIl of the clas§ s trlıggl e

of the proletariat, whiolı ls part of the broader struggle
for t}ıe general denocratic antl gtrEaı aspects of eoonomic,

sociaI and politica]. paogress. ttıis meang that t}re general

derıocratic arıö clags ospects of the c ommııniet parties ı ıınit,
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a

effort are intercoııhected most cloğely, [}ıe po}itical ı
nanüo§to ad.opted by Derınark ış Conmıuıtsts et their 26iiı Con-

gress (1979) points out tbat they llseelı a dlrect ııııifioatioıı
of the forceş resistlng the attack of, big oepital and the

dangerous intrigues of, lcold, wa.r,TiotrEı. Unity of actlon ig
I

the ltey to (Leveloping the fighting power offlıe worklne

cless anil tlıe peoplel!,

Al1 IıIarxist-leninist partiee approach the problem
ıin nuch the sameiıvay. The pr ogra.lcme t}ı.ereş of the !iıi-rö

Congress of the lonrıunlst Part;, of Bolivia (1971) stated

that llthe futrıre of the 3oIivian revolution lies in
popular ıurityll and thet llthi§ r.:nity can be brought about

thr ough int erıaal co]ıegiolı of the working olass, its alliance
ııı,ith the peasantry and, the foırıation of a broatl front
coroprising the§e socla,l oIagses ag vıeII aş all non-

proletarians, students, progressive intellectuals aııd otiıor

§ectors of the urban petty borırgeoisie!l . The prograııme

ad,optod by the Phlrd Congress of the CP of 3englatlesh

(Tebruary 1980) ştresşeş that at the stage of na,tj-ona].

i.emocratto reYolutİon tlro chief taElt ie to a.chieve

ıxıity of the vrorkers, peasaııt§, niildle strata end a şeotıon
of tbe natlonaJ. bourgeoisj.e .nd, esteblioh a nationa,].

democratic front. 1lıe People 'ş PağtJ. of Iran iınovı seeş

one of its most i:ıportant taek in f orııing a §olid unltod

frontrli §ays lfoureddin kiaırourj_, iiırt seoretary of the

PPI, lıTie want to ıırıite a1], rgvolutio]ıary, antt-lmperialisi
arıcl democratic forces as weI1 aş other foroos servlng the
peoplers interegts iıı stnıggle agaiııst reaction ancl counter-

ğevolution, lTe od.yocate gcientifit socialign emong tlıe
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r,/orking peoplc &nd publicise our political programme to lıelp
1uild up the strength of the massegiı,

Tiıe ,ımittr, policy of Comınrınişt partiee as pağties of tlıe
ı,ıork j_rı6 cla§s d.oe§ not pose the vıorkers' olasş objectives
against general derıoqı,atıc ones, for these objectives are

ıınıtually complementary. Iitıere the proletarlat is ı.ıniteal

the struggle for the ıınity of, action of aI1 democratic,
progreı§lve forces is made muoh easıer, And, wıited agtion

is a notable factor in ıınifying the T/oıkİlg clagş. 0hiğ

interconnoqtion of cJ,ag§ aJüd gonerğl clemocratlc goals is
logical. ..

At tbe geme tj.meı it ls obvious that actual political
oond,j-tions in most non-goçialist e oııJxtries of the ıvortal

en(l the overal]- iııteınational cituatlon bri.ng general-

deııocratl.c goals to the fore, with d.jİferğnce§ d,ue to

very strong Ötstfuctions in the gocio-eoonomj.c developmen u*

]evelE of there corıntries as well eg to rğgional and.

neiional cheıecteriştics.
tr'/ha,t are these goals?

§peaking yery generally, they are ag f olloııs:
Pror}oİ.iııe 4e.p_ç,er. fLıe speciflc ].lneş of strugg}o of,

the pro3resşive forces in this sphere are most varied;'
they a8e öirected againat 5reater rıilitary spendjııg, the

allıg raee, foreİgn poJ-icy moves breetling 1nterna.tİcnal

tensionş and, ın j] itaı.y bases on foreign soi1 , and. are

3 İ]oriEont . 10,'1980-
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B,
a

f,evoıırable to greater detente, the şettle!ıent of d,J.sputes
by negotiati.on, d,tsaıınament, ııon-proliferation and pro-
hibition of nuçlear a.ıns, ancl cutg tn atmecl foroeg.

S trucs] e agai;rst tnpeT ia,l isnı. In developed ca,pitalist
coui.ıtTies thİş means seokİng curbs on tho ııonopo],ie5 ı

eJıcesşive power a;ıd. resisti:ı5 encro ach:ıents on the vrorlttng
people|s gocia] ğa,ins blı big capitol. In developing
oountrieş thJ.s sı.üııuggle is directed, against neocolonia.Iİst
exploitetlon ı ]Jrequality in j,nteınatlona1 economlo Telati,ıns,
and mi}itary political interferenoe by fuıpcğıalist poıvers.

c and o].itica]- pro ttrj. s means e:ı..
tend,ing sogial riahts, naintaiıjııg the rıorkjııg Dşopleıs
gtandard. of living, §trengthenin8 every agpect of national
ind ep end. eno e, cl l_niııat ing reac t ionary pro-jJııp erial ist
regime§ and resistlng neofascism.

In advencin8 goneTal democratıc goala end etriving to
bri"ng atl progreg§lve forces into stru6gle for t]ıerı,
C oı,ınunİs ts never concea1 their ultiııate goaı, vıhich is
to build a society vıj-thout tlıe exploitaiion of man by
nen, to effect t]ıe transltion of soclety frorı capitelisi,r
tc şocia,lisn. Provid ing actual cond,iiiong for this
tranşition is a lifı-Lnctionl! of general. dsmocra,tic tas]cs.
But vılri].e theiı f,u].filı,ıent conctitutes the content of
the anti-iııperiall.ct, d.eııocratic gtage of t]ıe ravolutionar;.
Prooegs, j.t a].şo has treraend ous lndepend,ent signific&nce,
of c ouİ:re,
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II

f!ı.e gompogition of the polittcol forces ııılth vıhic]ı

Llarxigt-leniniıt partieg cen aot together depend§ on

tha character or tiı$ost pressing tasks of tlre glven

ğtage, Tje have gald that a,t tlılş ,tage €cnera.ı denooratic
goa,l s are very iınp ortant i:ı all or ııearly b].1 non-

,ociallst courrtriös, Tiıe content anii trend. of thedo goals

depeııd largely ön the gocio-econoınic 1evel of the c ountr;.

or 8roup of countries concerned. There İş g. certain
differguae betvıeen genera1 deııocratJ.c goals 1n tlıe oentres
anal oİ1 the 'tperlpherylt of, the worldt eapitali.st şy{ıte!ı,
that ls, tn d.eveloped, and d.evelopin8 coııııtrleş. Tn the

'oıioeğı 
the d.oıılnant feat,ııre of these toşks iş tb.eir

bain6 diıectec! inıverdE; the main tıobjectit againot wlıtolı
progrecoivg f,orceg operate or try to aperate, nanel]r I

ınonopoly oapital and. its oınnipotence, ig 8 oomponent of
tlıe soeial §y§teıı. As for d,eveloplng corırrtries, includ.ing
tho6e of latin Ağıericaı it ls partloularly iııporta.nt
that general d.ernocratic ta.sks aro d,irectecl outvıard.s , sino o

thğiJ' lıobj ecttt--İtolloPoJy capital_ ai]d j$perialist po11oy_-

is exteınal to these countries. (the oııı1, exception is
probabl;ı Ind.ia, ı,ıhere tiıe stııı.ggl e agalngt the clonıes'oic

boıırgeoisie ı priınari],;, tlıe big bouıgeoisie, is prorniiıent

in CP po]içy. )

Thle d,lstinction haş e d.irect b ea.rlır.G on the progrossi.ı,,e

forceg' ünity of action in tızo maiı groups of countries,
rriıere it influences the f oırns and. orge:ı.iıat ionaI f,rı:-ıeııori:
v,ıithin ıvhich unltecl action can be coord.ınated. 1.1ıe s1c6an
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ıo.

of |ıf,ronts|' i.§ wl_despread. in Asian, Af,rioan and, latjı
American oountrles4 unli]<e d.evelope(l oapitalişt 9 ountrles,
vıberO 1t l,s rarely advaııc ed noıırad,ays. f!ıiğ i§ ruıder-
gtarıdabJ,e. A tlffiontll iııplies an elliance anct lirıJi^up

of atlverge national parties. lhe fact that general derno_

ora.tlc tagks are directed outwardş offerş objeotive op-
portıınitiel for o 11ı_k_up of this nature. The sltuation
in developed capitelist oourıtrles ü different. I'oıming

bıoad inLeğ.-p.qrty antl-monopoly fronts there i§ mostlJ,
rınreallstic, for all bourgeols parties, whether con!ıervab
tive, liberal or clelical, vlrtuelly servo big capital
even ıı,hore the latter ıs d, onıirı.at i on over society is et
vorianoe with their trad,itional vrorld.-vievı. As for the

ftlant i-ınoıı opol jsn f the Social Derıooratg, it is unfortu_
nately verbal only too often, with the result that in
the postıvar periotl a tıfrontl; ı o3 alliange, of, C omnıı-rrıic t
and Social' Democratlc (Socialist) paıtie§, if any, never
lasteaİ.5

Henoe the dlfferancee ln the ınethod.s of pııısuing a unJ-ty
policy us eal by t]ıe comnnınists of dlfferent coııntries.
Tıl]ıat vıe ıOean is, in particular, the place held. by the
lluppe3ıı antl ırlowerit 1evels at vrhieh oction iş coord,inatod

.-"-_.-r.q.*q.ş_-_*l+--

4 It l, ad,vonceğ b;, omong othere ı tlı6 çgnıınuılist and
Worlcers i parties of 3an8lad.eslı, 3olivia, 3razil , Colombia,
Cyprus ı Guyana, Hond,u3as, Iran, Jord.an, Panama, Per*, tiı.c
Phi].ippines, the Sud,an, Trırkey anc]. Uruguay.

5 
C onıııııniş tş are cornpelled to take ttlis ciğcunstance

j.nto accorınt rıithout revisjırg their basically favourebl,e
otand on cooperatton viith Soclalists.
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11,

(a.greernents ı;itlı. other par'cies , j oiırt action at grass

roots j-n the abs eılc e of iırter-party a]-liances ),

T}ıe Cornııunists do t],ıeir best to use everi- opportunit1-

of ğ.chievlng unit; "' ":,ri"#""", 
tlıe pı,ogressi,,,,e social

forces. But tlıe re}at jo:ışdiı,erse methods of a,chievin5

1t depends on poli tica,} conclitions, includ.ing the attitud,e

of tlıe parties or orga,risations ıvlıich tjıe C onmı.ı:ıirt r.,. 
^.,.!.i!(l, U

invite to cooperate. Dlperience su3gests, as a ruler,/the

actual opportrrnities of the Conmruıist parties of d.evelopeü

capitalist countries usin3 tire "upper|l 1evels are ver),

1jmited.. Ehis ııa.lt e s rınited action at t}re 1evel cf
the masses--in f a,ctories , siıops, uni.ıersities, res ideıı.t 1a1

neiglı.bouriıood§, and. so on, a11 the more jmportant.

Sucjr ls, f or instaırce, the position ad,opted. by tlıe

CP of Greece. T]ıe !ent]ı CPG Congress ( j,iai 1978 ) pointeC

out t]lat ıvhen t]ıe Party is seelring ıınitlı 9f the a,nti-

nOnOPOlY lırnaj orit;ı of tlre nation'i from botiı belor,ı aııd. above,
lıthe rıaj_rı. line of stııı361c . ", is to achieve unity fron
below, unity of action of t]ıe nıernb er.s and supporter§ of evel;,

nass organisation or rıoveıııent, coord.inated activit;ı 9f

d.iverse mass organisations and progressive nıovenents, aad.

tjıeir fusion in one stree_:,". 6

The iortu3ıes e CP , ı.ıhic]ı is ac t ive 1n parl iaı,ıent aiıd.

ciıa"ıp i ons unity of prc;::essive foı-ces a.sain§t reaction,
constantly §tresses tl-ie d.eci-sive role of action by tlı.e

ma§ses to d.efend the deııocratic s;rsteırı and tiıe gains of
the rovolution.

o ğ e_lezLj',_orı-"rui. sticheş]ıoi partii
f979, p. 59-60 aııd L77.

Gretsii. lios c orı,
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'1 a

1tıe 35th Congress of tiıe CPGB (]]oveaber 1979), notin3
the great otrength of t]ıe mass trad.e ıınion movement arrd.

the fact that coranrınists ]ıclc1 a nı.ımb er of trade
tmion posts of national s i3ııif ica.ııce, stressed. ti:.e iııp or_
tarrce of the iıigh 1eve1 of ı.ıorking people ıs ııııity eclıieved.
in the enterprises, vıhere C oıırmuni s ts had been electeii. as
shop steward.s or members of siıop stevıard.s ı oomıitteesı

Ehe Geımarı CP prograııme ila,ttaches d.eoisive lnportaııc e

to eıtıaparl ianentary struggle, the struggle of the work ing
o].a§g jö the enterprises and within trad,o unton§, action
by worklng youth and students, arxd to d,emocratic
civio initiativeg'',7

UŞ Corynuntsts hold a, si_ıxilar view. At the 22nd CPUS"A.

Congress (August 1979), Party Genera1 Secretary Gus }ia11

ıırıderg c oreal. tho irıporta,irce of increaged. Iıeft-Aentre
ourrents ln the c oııntry ,w]riclr he d.escrlbed ag tıtiıe ııeıv fraı:,.c-
rıork f or our rnaşs unit od front pol ic ies,,. B

İhe lbenoh CP takes a perfectly expliott stand., vıhlclr
ııcag (lefined, by its the 23rd, Party Congress (1979), It is
jıı favoıır of alliance and agreeııent, e§pecle.Lly vıith
the Socİalist Party. 3ut a povrerfu1 moveııent for unİ.t1, €,1

graee roots ls needeal for tlris allİaııce to oome j-:ıt o belııg.
ft 1e e ııovernelt expressJ:ıg itself in the ııorkj-rıg people |s

7

2), p.
8

o 1 des lie.nnhe j.:ner? art e 1tae os (see fooinote

borı.r U -ıbont in the Peo

225.

Gus Hal1,
Against th €Cr igis. lier,ı Yorl;, 1979, p. 93,

e's F
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§tnıgglg for their vita1 interests, a struggle jı ınıhiOh

they lnereasinglş, 1,661ise the need. for far_roechlııg f,ovo-

lutlonary ohanges, lıWe must persevere in the effort to

oılr]Jıre that tlı.e alliance (of progresslve foroeş.--§ğı)

beconeg iıcreaşiıg],y a cause of the vıork ing people

thernse!-vesl it FcP General Secretary Geo3geş lllarohalg

ğtre§seaı regentlyl tl. 1.1.,eetİngs betıveen lıeadguarter§, compro-

ııises between leaderş or joint statementş by theın are

pocltlv.Qlr not a road 1ikely to 1ead the popular Doveııeııt

to §uoge§Er "9

[he Comunist parties of 3elgirın and. the Netherlands

(23d cPB Congress arıd 25th CP1I Congrese) attach tire greaies-İ

iınportaııoe to conorete rınited. action at grass roots.

As regartis developing corırrtries, the altuation vaı,les :l-,-

this reopeoti Vfe haııe spoken of the existenoe in these

c oı.ıııtrieg of obj ective opportunities to f orıı alllanoeş
(frontg) of national parties and masg organioations on

a. platfoım of atruggle against imperialisn, tlıe

do!ıortio bourgeoisie nak ing c orırıon cause ııi-th it, anei the

fofc€s backing j:ıt ezrıational reaction and Maoigıı. (ln
eome tratin American ooıırrtries this platforn includ.eg a

fıırther lmportant eloment r. naı,ıeltr,, strugg}e to overthroıT

pro;-İınperlallst (tİctatorial militarJ, jııntas backed by

US monopolie!, ) The C oı:,ırnıınl s t parties thero a.dvocate

the foaıati.on of natioı:al democratic fronte ııniting the

vıorkııig ı peasa.rıts , ııiddle strata and. pert of th6 national

borırgeoisl,e.

J J+ılltqa]ıi.te, Lpxi-I 22 arrd Jrrne ,2B, 1980;
l'Equeartg:Lııocnch9, IJa.y 30, 1980,
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14,

life siroıııs, however, that the politiceJ and or8anl-

ıati,onal fo:ınation of guciı fronts i.rr Agia and ılfrice is e

very rara !ıhen@ıenon, [lre root cause is evtdontl;, tbe

g3adual and irever§lble 8rovt}r of jııi erna1 gooİal QlaşE con_

tradictionş. One of the politica1 expressions of thlş Drocegs

is tha refuEğ of bourgeois end nationalist pöttir-b6p3,u"oi,

partie§ to cooperate ıvith the Conrııınişts. Tt 1s in el1 li]ce-

lilıood, a fıırther Eocia1 claşs differentiation of §ooi'ty

İn oopİtat ist-oriented cowltries that ıviJ-l operate iı
t&e tane djşectton in spite of the objective need for pat-

ğiotia ıırıİ.ty. flhis means tlıat the signifieence of a1l1anoes

af left-ıviıgı aDti-caPİtalist organisatlonş vıill iİ]rrea§e,

eç iş thE qQ§e jı.. ea;,, 1lıriıey or Indta. ( Xir-ııe, the

e.iıtl-i.nşeclallıt espects of developnent in Indta, particularl;:

the problEg of econoınic i_ndepend.enc9, are not as aoute ağ

1ı ııost Af,ro-Aalgıı ooııntri-eg owing to fair].y repid eoonoııj-c

grovfth İn tbe yeeıs of ind,ep end.enc e aııd to the veııJ diııensioiıs

of tho coıııtry. )

fno predoninaıtly negatlve attituöe of, bourgeoiş, pro-

bourgeoia and natlorıalist parties to blocş vrith Coıımıınist

partİeg ınaltes ıınlted oc,tion by progresslve forces fTorı beloı,ı

oTe iııÖİopengable, The İJore Epecifİğ the goals of

tho ğtrugglc and. tlıe rnore u:ıdergtandable the;, şa,u to t]ıe

ma§6es, the g3egter the şcalg o+hl§ aci;ion. []ıe 1979

revolutlon agoiııst ınonarciıy in TraJr, iş a vivid aage in point,

Iıı cpite of calls of the People's Pert1, of Ilan f,or uıitJı
direoted to other nationa1 orgairisationg, no united. f,ront

et lnter-party Lgvel materialised. As for the 1evel of tlıe
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l).

masleş, ıınity of ection grevı strongor anil stronger, In

the öecişlve Febnıary d.ays of }9?9, armed, intereotlon by

tbe forceş fightlng against the nonarelıy led to the lıiatorio

vj.ctoüy of t}ıe lra.rrlan revolu-bion.

§ubıequently tho need, for a united iront of progroasive

8orgeg jıcreq,ıed, especially j:ı vieın, of the aggressive

saheIne§ and moveg of Us inperİalİsn a€al,nşt Iron, A

etat€ıOeııt rtleeğed by the CC PPI on ApriJ, 31r 1980 gtresşed

tbet "ıoşe tban ever, tlıe revolution neetls an alJlance ond

u.]ıity nf aJ.L foraes to fruştrate this d,arıgerou§ oon-

cpjJecy (oe us iupErİalism--ğgg). Let ug, t&orefore,

ıınite aııd set iı a,ction a1]- our foreog to gttain this

goal ... to pr€şervo t]ıe a,chievements of oıır rovolution",lO

Iioııever , ,ao 1rrlgr-pağty agre ement enşued,

The ebgence of qrı l_nter-party united f,ront is o o@ı,on

in Afro-A§ian corıntıİqş but 1s by no meaııo typicaı of

Iatin Amertca, On that eontiııent oppooltion partles and,

orgarılsations, i_rıclucling tiıe Coııınunis t parties, often roach

agro exrent on e rırrlted front (3atriotic Front of tlondıışag

conprisj:rg ovetr 60 politlcat and other organj-sa,tions1

Brqad Front, Uruguay; ].,eft Unity bloc, Perui l{ationgl

Opporıition jllianoe anı1 then 3road Demo§ratic 3bont,

Coloınbia; D@ogratio arıd lopular Unity 31oc, Bolivio),

lhig latin Arıerj,oan ıiprjmatı,,tl in app],ylng tlre principle of

ııni.ty of action of, progresslve forces is probabl}, d,ue to

older trailitions of, politica]- struggle and to the ]-EEşer role

of religion ln 9oclo-polltiaal lif,e thaıı lrı Asia or Africa,

10 I!aş§1, April 5, 1980,
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ı6.
TIT

ihe main iaetorg praventlng or ltııtting unİtod actlo4 of

tbE progreıclve forces are c}osely tnterlinked. lhe

€vlÖenc. aveüable to the Conuıisgion natcec it posıible to
süıgle oııt the fol1orıjııg polntsı

Anti-Comnıuıist views a.nd preJudiees l:iıat ıve q§gıı is,
of, üoııı§e, not guch natrıral exponentg of ant j,-o ognıırıis4 es

thre l$9esl8.Llstş, the bourgeoigle anc1 itg politioel oıgnJli-
§atioae. Qoçaıloıa],ly these viewş, especially in de.reloped

oepita].ist oqıııtş§ieş, are he].d by forces wlıo oen by virtue
of their claı§, lolltioal natrıre be ellies of Cowıunist
parties; thsg f.ııee§ taclude Socia].igt (şoota"l Deııoqratic)
partieo, IIorğr9T} tJıe opportunitJ,ae for ooope6ation v/it]1

tlıem in the st^rugg,le fq. general dggıoorati, objectlvo§ aie
not used fully tlue to the negatlve attitudo of the leaderslılp
of, these pağtles to thc Coıoııınİstş. Ehp c3 of Great 3ritaiiı,
fos tnstance, has reşoatedly proposed ooop,cretion to tlıe
İıabow Party Eğ but ltş proposels }ıeve invariably been trıriıed
doı,ın,

Vlj.th the bor:u:geois sııd ,etty-bourgoois parties of
developjııg countriee, antl-aoıııııınİs!ı İş no rare plıenorıenon.

In 8ome caaeg l.t 89e§ to the extre!ıe o1. d.enfiq6 Corıraurİst
partıe§ tho rigİıt to 1egel a(isteııce, as i:ı *lıç 5rJ5ıı. t!ıe
3hilippi:ıes Tıırkey or !ıırıis ia. Drerg is also a vorişty
of thig ttenia]. ırhieh expresseg itgelf in th4nrü:in3 revolutj.on-
ary deınoQratlc paştyış claj_rı to politioal ılonopoly.
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rl,

TLre Peopleıs Party of Iran foıınd. ltşe]-f, ln a dtfficul,1;
gituation ehortly after the trirıııph of the aııti-monarc]r.ic

revoluttoı in that cowltry. tıDı.e shah ts clictatorship arrd.

violent aJrt i_ c onmınis t propagead,a agai-rıst the progressive

forces of the country anal the socialist oamp polsoned

peopl e ı s nindş vı-it]r pre j ud.ic e and. even hatretl , 
il gaicl i.Toured.-

ilin Kianouri, First Secretary of the CC PPf, fuı. an inter-
vl eııv, lıBesid.es, the ru]- ing c j-rcles have alıııays knovın hovı

to set rellgious people agai_nst popular forces oriented to

socia]- progress. It toolt considerable effort to ooııbat

this 1egacy effectively a,nd ııake at 1east partial gains in
overc oniıg prejud.ice. As the S]ıiite relj-glon has deınocratic
roots arrd. has often acted in alliance ryith national arrti

arrti-iınperia]-ist forceg, lTe come to t eııns with rnore end. rıore
Ltusl iıı ]-ead.ers ıvlıo, in turn, knov,, of our tlevoted. struggle
for the people ıs 1nterests, gee u§ ag a polltical foroe
to be reckoned ııı,ith and appreoiate our constluct j.ve lole.l?1l

socaal r f ornıist 1ıfluence on the wor]ıirre class.
The corıııtrieş w]ıere social refoıolst 1d.ea§ ere partiouJ.arly
wiclespread iaclud.e Austria, 3elgl,ıım, Canacle aııd West oe:maıı;,.

In other corıntries, §uch os trbance, Itely oı. §paiıı., tlıese
ıtleag inf].uena e only sorıe work İııg people ıvhereas the

f ıest fol].oııs the Coııııunist party. SoçiaJ. refoııııiem ls
etroİı€ enough in some developlng countries as we11 , inoludln:
Bur]çey.

11 ]Iosiqo+t, 1Oı'193O,
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1O.

Sooia1 ref,orıOl§t iıfluençe o.rfectg the po].ltioal

eiflclency of the wortilılg o1aşsı unsrmı, it to a desee
vlr-a,vl§ nonopoly and u].tüıate].y ıoakes it oıite djffioıüt
to bring about unity of a,ction of both the worlcing çl€şs €ğd

otiıer doboçratiç foroeg. Eo avol-d unna c easarJ, eraphag i§ oi1

oontrgdl,ctiong, C oımnrınt st ş generally propo§e to otlıgr

uıoikiıg-clars partle§ j oint aetion on o11 iaşue, on ız]ıiot

tJıey agree. Grovıing crigis phononrona in ileveloped

oapttaltst coıırrtrleg anil the reşultant attock of ııonopol;ı

oüıpttal on the locio-eeonoııie gai.ns of tabour foster. treııcls

toır€rd.s unity anong .then. 0f corırse, this Eoes not e.ıenp t
Coııltııı.igtş, ag th,e t3ad. Congregg of tlıe 0P of 3elgiıun

straşsei ı fronı rorlçlrı8 haril to ritl the na in f orces

of the ırorklng 01aıs oncı t]ıe deııooratio movenıent fr oır tho

influence of refo::ıııist ideology and nıetlrods.

ne ationg bet arti ga oI isations bo on +-

a. uniteö front, flıis is a problen of va6t inportanoe.
fne strengtb of tiıe allience, the prestige enjoyed, by the

ıırıited front ınong tho ıoagseş and. lts cepaoltlı f,91

effeetlve political aotion d,epenö on how equal the partieg
anal organi§atlonğ involved are a.ııd. lıov d emoorat ioa}ly
relations between therı shape,

We }raye noted the r-ıidespread app1loation of tho a].ogan

of national deııooratic front in Iıatin Arnerlca and. its
ver]ı llnlted application in 

^fro-Agian 
corıııtrie§. i.Ihatever

the reagong for thls diştinciion, it ls tlıe Afro-Asian asea,
specİftcally lraq, that sets a negative oxaın;ıle of 'tfuıtre_
ftront'' rğıationg.
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Tlıe Iraql ğP ha§ oharıpioned uni,ty of action of the

natlonıç progİes§iye forces ever gj§ce the 194Os, vıhoıı

the Pa.rty began to operate. lrı L9Üı it proposod a

drafi l:Iational I}ront Cilarter to al1 politioa,1 organioatioııs,

f,lıe §eoond ICP Congress, ııbictr mğt s year efter, pointed

out that lıİoğming a rınlted progresslve front and, a ooiı],ition

gıverrıııent ls en urgent problerı tıbo se şolution oıır Partlı

§eekş'|. tate in 1971ı tlıe IOP began tallts on thiE

işsuevılththe3aathpartyarıitv,oyealslatertiıefoıııation
of, the Netloua] }}ont ı-ıas aJrnoııııc ed,

Iıoq's Comıınigts have a1.i,iay§ ıınderlined the naed, to

ıespect the politlçal, id.eo}ogical end organisatİona1

outonçoğr of ğı1 fğont neroberg, guaEntee freed,om of oong_

truct{ıre cgradely crit1olgıı ııithin tıı$ront and. freod,oıı for
l

1t9 ne]İ.ıbere to advocato their princİBleg ğnd objectives pro-

videdthegedonotıonf}iotı,ıithnutuatcoııııitroentg.llıe
IC! also J.rıEigtad on applyiJıg tlıe prJ:ıoip)-e of oettling

differenoes derıocaatically, in a spirit of oooperation,

A§ re6ağdğ leading the front, thls fgıçtj,on şlıould be

ossi.gned to tire party enjoying the greateot oonfidenoe of

tlı.e poople,

The activity of the nıling 3aath party çontradlcted, al1

the§e priJıciplee. IJH Baath aouglıt ,çıaş not to guaranto o

üemocratiocooperationonanequalf,ootinavrlthln1l1gfşont
but to do ovıay ıvith natinna1 parties by absorbing then or

iııposing lts ot,ı: politlcal and ideo],ogiaal ]j,rre upon then,
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to.

Eııery orltioiom ıyaş oountered vıith force erıd ofte:ııards
tiıere ıane teırorlstia ııethodş to tlıe Do'lğt of Exeorıtj.n5;

Conııunlsts anil progressive nationeligts, both Aıabg aırd

İiı!d.§. Al1 thls reşulted in the ötıtotegrıtion of the

Iiationg,]. Jbont. .Dıe fC3 vras oorıpelleö to ıoocoııe an oppo§it1.

5ıarty due to raptd retrogresşİon ln t]ıe nıling pa.rty's

Fdicıios, the anti-Coırnrınist oeınpcfgn of 6]4)preşşion and

aEeoııtıan noıınteö by the autbolitioo and t]ıe chutdol-ın of
fgP §€nt:r6§ and the Party preıs. lat€ly the ICP ]ı.as been

Pr€BeŞ; ng İor the foııoat 1on of a rıational d.Eııocratj-c front
tbat ı4${ fight for the abolition of the öiotatorial ı re-
preso ürıe, §rglu6 and for a d.emocratİo coalition goverı.ıııerıt.

tlıe aase oİ Iraq şhoıyg çleerly enough that the pol1cı.

of floıt i.nq ot enentaı7 iterıoeratic Etanilardş cnd suppressiııg
tho egueli.ty af froııt ıDgtrberg ie inooropatible ııitlı tho var;,

id.ea of, ııatty of aotion of the progres§ive foroes.
Stoj.btıienJşJt_ ['lıİs rıalad.1,, ıılrİch prevents unitod.

aotİon, 1E parttıularly daııgerous to smal.l parti,es.

the OdTmlş.§ion rı11]. confinc itself to
froıı Gıış Haıl 'g tıeporb to the 22nd CPUSA Congtrers. l|lYe ııustr,,
he said,, '|get out of the |we are exeludedr, 'Tre ğ.fo lejoctedı,
'ıııe a.re pu§had into the o orrror ı and, ı.!nıe ere a şıı.ıa11 ııinorit;ı t

syndrome. lTe rnust for5et anil reject thejıoliticaI orplıoa
eoınplexı We have toPeoone better eıııirımers 1n the biE
pond,. .1 3or the preşent Deriod the natııre of the rıain
vıea]ıııoos that iıold.s uş baclı f,roıı ııeagı..ırlng up oan 'lıe

characterişed. ae geotariaı:,lşnı, . . Dıis il,ef icioılğy ı ı . ii bot]:.

$ırrtlıe, oxaetrTıi
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ı

€n u]ıalere§tiıııatlon oJrn" *","" upsurge and the laıtyls rol.e
l.

in it... The struggl e against şectartanisıı requlres the

conscious a;ıd consist9nt, never-ending seektng out and

nurturing of a]-1ieg, especially allle§ ıvho are yead.y to vıori;

with us as C orıııuni-sts. 'ı} 
2

flıere iş no offsettiiı3 the negative iınpaet of el1
t]ıese factors vıj-thout persevering, patient oJıd öiver§ifiod
effort by Comrorınists. One of the maiir 1ines of this effort
is to build up the strongth of Comınrınist parties. Last

spring Georges llteİohaier gc,yJJ8 lhat tlre IrCPıs "feels
fiJıe'l . adde$ that to keep it so ' l"Ia§ o key i§sııe of

the political strııg5le, e rlecisive requlsite of progressive

changes in r,Yanoe.l3 ri.ln ls a].so true of otlıer Coroounis t
aııd, Yiorlıerg' parties; re i:ıf orc iııg the rankş of C orınunis ts
is the chief prerequislte of tjıe progTeggive force§'
uıit +"d, uıit gd act ion,

12 Op. cit, ı p. 93-94.

J-ı ıllıınanit 9 , Apr,:l 22, l9BOi _lj§qgsüte_-P3:ıau_c]le.ı
llay 30ı 19BO.

1]
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AIIIANCE POLICY; NEl[ SfAçE

Harilaos Florakis
CC Geııeral SecretAry,

Communist Party of Greece (CI'G)

Ehe Comınunigtr party of Greece is faced with the need to

reappraise the theoretical ancl practtcal aspects of the elllance
po)-icy by the changes now taking place in the Greek society and,

to an even greater extent, by our societyls acute need of

change rıhich stit]_ rematns unmet. ihe point is to have the

a}].tance poli-cy ınore fu)-ly accord vıith the present conditions

and the current and long-teım tasks of the Corımunlsts' struggle,

to help knorı as exactly as posstble with ırhom one can go into

battle, ıchich of the a]-Iies is unreliable, and who is the real
.1

enerny.l Another lnducernent are the lnternationa1 curıent deve-

İop."ot", whj.ch aTe having an ever nore profound influence on

the countryls internal situation, the alignınent and activity
of ltg poli.tical forces, 8na1 the nature of their relationğ rith
one another.

When formulatlng and when i!ıp],ementing the alliance policy,

our party consistently looks to the funcianental princlples for

such a policy as elaborated by the classics of [1aı=lsm_T.,eninism,

principles ııbicb, the CP Greece is convincecl, have been and con-

tinue to be a ıe}iable foundation for tleveloping cooperation

ıclth other left-wing, progressive foTces. That is ır\y we seek

to respond on al}iaace igsues to the slightest shifts 1n the

social and politlca]- sttuatlon an<l in the soclal congciousneso

and mentality of the tnasseg. In doing so we are guialetl by the

1\
L
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creative spirit of our doctrine and the deınands of life. We

seek to apPıy flexible tactics, to improve the old, and, to pro-

d.uce new forrns of relations with actuaI and potential 811ies

ol the working c]-ass anci it§ revo]-utionary party.

Democratic Gains: the Crucial Factor

lutionary and democratic forces. It ls vj.tally i.ınportant to
tlraıv inspiration anii energy from the historical lessons of our

popular novement, now thet the country is faced iıi.bh serious
choi.ces anal we want and must take najor strides along the way

of progressive ehange.2 The content of the alliance probl-em

and the forınE of its solution in Greece tended to change vıith
tbe peculiaritie§ of each histoıical period anal have borne

tbe mark of our nationaI speciftcs. But these changes relate
to the pgrticu]-ars of the problem and not to its substance. Our

eıperience, 1tke that of the other Manrist-leninist parties,

, lncluding the ru}ing parttes, shows that the winning of-a].lieg
by the proletaıi'at remainş the key problem of revolutiona ry
gtğat_egy, s probl€ın that need.s to be solved at ihe steges of

, the bourgeois-d enocratic and peopleıs ciernocratic revolutions,
in tbe nattona1 liberation movement, in the _socialist rev6lu-
ttoa, and in the bullding of the new society,

The role of the subjective factor--the role of the Coın-

ııunist Party ttself-is brought out in boldest relief preciseIy

0n lts Iong historical way, the CP Greece has 8a_in9d a

wide Tange of experience in the struggle foı uniting the revo-

-=---
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in the sphere of alliance relationshi s. In the early d_ecades

of its activity, the C? Greece already succeeded in awakening

aııong broail strata of the ııorking people a sense of working

class solid.arity and, an urge for unity of action against reac-
tlon and the fasclst threat. unification ol alI the sound forces
of the nation ıvl-thin the National ],iberatton Front (EA},I) , which

led the arrıed stnıggle against the invad.ers d,uring the Second

World War, wgs one of our partyı s historic achievemen,bs. EAll
secured.

not only 1 the liberation of Oreece, but toııarcls the end of
the waı effective).y became the sole centre of real power in
the country. Slnce then, the Greek Conrıuni.sts have invariably
acted, as the cbief proponents of the tendency towarcls the unity
of the popular masses and. progresgive ınoverıents and. organisa-
tions fightlng against the dlctatorlaI reglmes, against the
country's subjection to iınperialisn, and for freedom, deınocracy

and national independ.ence.

Strlving for such unity, the party caıne .out for Greeceıs
economic inclependence, industrialisation and motiernisation, antl

for an lndepeadent developınent of its econoıny for the beneftt
of the people, al1 of rçhich now have e close bearing on the

ıiernand for genuine change. It initiated the struggle for the
equa}l-ty of women, and for the rights of the young generation,
ııhile its 8ctivity helped to consölitiate the ırorking peopleı8
gain§, aııong thern the eight-hour worklng day and social insur-
ance, higher 1ncomes, loager holidays, and a five-day working
çeek. The CPG hes lecl the struggJ.e for a distribution of land
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4,

among the peasants, a struggle to provide theın wi,ih pensions,

and also to establish fairer prices for agricultural produce.

It ı;Yas in the vanguarcl of the struggle for the working peop)_e r s

rights and. freealoms, against vj.olence and out ].awry, eu,thortta-

rianl.sm and terTorisın ln any foıın. indeed, the Comnunists have

macie what was the crucia]- contribution to every sin5le d.enocra-

tic gain, and that is the bas j.s for our a]-}iance policy and.

ever stronger tİes with the masses.

There are, of course, not only successes in the annals of

the d.evelopment and conso]-idatton of the peoplel s d.emocratic

unity, for it is an intricate and often contradic,bory plocess.

Mistakes have also been made in the course of it, and. for sorne

of them we have had to pay a high price. But we would no-ü be

revolutionaries if we were afraid to adınit theın or tried to

tielete theın from our record. C? Greece d.ocrıııents sey, for inst-
ance, that after thg invaders haai been expe]-led from the countıry,

there rıas an unclerestimation of social factors anal en overestl_
ınation of politicaI factors in the alliance strategy. iiaving

failed to ınake due use of the potentialities created by the

people round. thecohesion of the overıyhelrning najority of the

Cornmunist Party and the EAM, the party leaciershilı of the day_

c oncessionsd.eciiled. to ınake unnecessa but serious political
to the rightists, as a result of vrhich the latter nanaged to
take power and thwart a social revolution the objective DreTe-

quisites for which had. been created. in the course of iıational
resistance. The opposite rnistake--underestination of political
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5

aPiances--was msde cluring the ciJİ}_ıvar (1946-a949)ı which reac-

tion thıııs t on the people, a mistake that put ihe party into e

state of some isolation frorn the other ğgqıgp;Etic forceg.

What then are the lessons to be learnt from our experience

of alliance poltcy? i{hat conclusions have we clraırn froın that

experi.ence 1n the context of oıır current tasks?

0b ective Ana sis of Realit the Basis

Consid.ering the main and the most essential, oae has to

ernphasise above all that the working class anal its party can

fulfİl their revoluttonary ınlssion successfully only vıith sktlful

use of any possibi|]|v, lıowever s}i8htı to win a mass ally.
say together ırith Lenin: tlThose who do not understand this

reveal a failı:re to understanci even the smallest grain of

Ma::xism, of modern sclentific socialism in general."3 The broad-

We

er the alliance basis of the working class, the more solici are

its positions in the society, and the better the prospects for

the changes for which it is fighting.
§perlence shows, furthemore, that the ra)-Iying of the

nasses and the other democratic forces round the ıvorking elass

never takes shape spontaneousJ-y. It has to be pu.rposefully

f oııght for every day. Our party believes that it is necessary
--___-_..-

to look more bo}dly and resoluteJ.y to the workin5 class, the

peasantrT, the artİsans, the }ıandicraf t srnen, the in-tel}igentsia,

and alI the other working people, sensitively perceiving and

\.
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corrprebendln8 their wants and,attltudes, an(l scrupulous]y taking

account of the general level of ttıeir politica} consciousness

anci milttanoy whenever it gets d,oıvn to tteftning its positions,

When ent'ering into a dialogue with other dernocratic forces,

we believe that it is highly important to collate orır ideas ancl

policies with public opinion and strive to make ki:oııvı to ever

broacler masses of people the fact that deep social transforna-

tions cannot be effected ıyithout the cp Greece, ,Je also seek

to make people regard the Communists as champions of all their

ıgants and hopes .

The Ma::xlst-Leninist strategy of alliances shuns any kincl

of subjectivism. It is a science base'l on an objec,tive analysls

of the concrete historical reality ancl national speciflcs, and,

asıınming-upoftheexperienceoftheinteınational.anti.impe-
rialist moveuıent. That is the basis for a correct fornulation

of the Iong-terın and current probllerns tn the struggle for alli-

ances, ancl the forrns ancl methods of their solutlon, for the

as§ertion of principle ancl continuity in unity polİ_cy, vıhile

naktng it ciynamic and capab)-e of flexible response to the chang-

ing conctitions. The Conmuntsts ı strategy an'l the taciics whicb

İo1lowfromitca]-lforaoonstantreckonl.ngwithtlrevıhole
range of factors tn soclal ctevelopınent and their in'çeraction at

eveı,y given moment, starting froın 'la precise analysis of the

posttion and interests of tbe various classeg",4

Horı iloes the CP Greece, in the tight of these Cerıands,

asge§stheobjectivecon<litionswhichnowdeteımineihecontent
and the main 1iaes of our alliance poJ,icy? Vfhat effect are thege
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7.

conalltions tıeving on the composition and conclition of 'uhe

working class and of its social allies?
The Greek Communists believe that the changes under way

within the structure of the society ıglth the deve)-oprnent of the

countryts productive forces and scientlfic enct technical prog-

Tess ere highly jınportant. They have primariJ-y affected the

ırorking class, which has markeaİly grown in quaniitative and

qualitative terms in recent years. Skill and general educatlon

stand,ards have risen, it is nore organised and there are ınore

1ntİustria1, especially factory, rıorkers who are least susceptible

to petty-bouıgeois influence and constitute the most xevo]-ution-

ary part of the working class.
The Telative industrialisat ion and tntensification of

agrlculture have been pushing sorne of the peasants into the

urban areas, where they join the ranks of the .industrial- 
pro-

letarlat. At tbe same tirne, the working conditions and social

status of wage-earners, engineers, technicians and salary_earners

are belng graclually evened out, as the latter--thetr loırest

strata, at any rate--Iose their erstwhile ınateriaI and §tatus

edvantages and 1ncrease the nunber of those vgho are oppressecl

by the monopo).ies, and thereby also the ranks of active parti-
cipants tn the ilemocratic moveınent. Young peop).e and yroınen are

being intensively tnvolvecl in pıoiluctlon, and thls stirnulateg

their role in the struggle for the working peoplet s clemocratlc,

anti-mooopoly unif lcetton.
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TheCPGreecestrives,toshape.itsunitypolicyirıaccord-
ance witb these shifts. On the one hand, this line is dif f er,-

entiated in the light of the peculiarities of the si,buation and

the speciflc interests of the various groups of the working

people rvitbin the ııorking class and the rest of the labouring

population as a whole. On the other, it takes accouııt of the

areas in vghtch aIl these groups are draı,n closer -t oge,Lher end

rıhlch make it possl-ble to bring out thelr cor non ıvanis and,

tendencles, and to develop concrete foııns of sociel and poli-

ttcal allİances, The partyı s attentlon remains focusecı on the

struggle for the cohesion of the working c],ess itse]-f , as the

core and vanguarcl of tbe rnovement to unify the forces of democ-

racy and progress, but if it is to be able to play such a role

politically, its revo]-uti-onary party neecls to conduct a consistent

c]-ass 1ine and to have the capacity to finti the 6rouırd and foııns

for_ agreements with other clemocratic movements so as to shape

a left-ıri.ng majority, at the gra§§roots in the first place,

W.hen tackling tbe new tasks, ıve bear in mind yet another

telling lesson of history ctictatetl to us by the ebove-mentioned

mistakes: 1n al}iance strategy anal tactlcs it is excelıtionally

iınportaat to bave the right conblnation of the socia], and the

polittcal factors. Eıperience shoııs that politica), alliances

rtthout a sooial bese are not ıgorth nuch, llbey aI9ı es a rule,

weak and short-Iived. But then, soctaI alliances, ıvhich remain

unf orınalised politically--as front, bloc, agreement, etc. --and

Policy Focus: Genuine Cha

not expressed inıghich are
t____..-

havelittleeffectand.presentapotential.,ratherthanarealİ-ty

8.

joint action by the various forces
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of unity. In practice1 alliance policy is not reallsed, in<-'-"-
direct cooperation between classes or strata, hoıreve:: profound

the community of their condltlon and interests nay be objective-,

1y, but in social movements anat in socio-polittcal coalitions

bringing togetheT tbe representatlves of these c]-asses and strata

on a relevant struggle platfoım.

There are no cut-anci-drieil recipes for the esteblishment of

such p!-atformş, which alırays take shape accordiııg to the con-

crete sttuatton ancl the requirements of the given moment. What,

in thiş context, d.o we feel to be especially significan'; in

Greece toclay?

There are, first of al]., the consequences of the acute econ-

ornic crisis, which have long been fettering econorıic life in

tbe country, inflicting social calamities on the worlring people

and inducl-ng them to take joint action for their soclal rlghts.

Ttıere ls also a sphere of the progressive forcesı id.errtical

interests determined by the neetl to fight against -Lhe system of

the countryı§ econoınic, rıtlltary and. polttica]- depeadence. on the

Unitect States, NATO, the Conııoa Market andi interirationel impe-

rialism as a whole. After many year§ of rule by reactionary

regimes, democratisetton problems a3e also of wide si6nificance.

Social Iife has only been paıtially democratised by ,l;he defeat in

the parltamentary elections of the right-wing }Ieıı Democracy (luo)

party, anct the assumption of office by the Panhellenic Socialist
Moveİrıent (PAsoK) in 1981. Moreover, this process has shown a

tendency in the recent periocl, to wane, and even to run in re-

veıse along s oıne 1ines.
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10.

In short, the Greek society is now acutely in neecl. of
radical economic, social anil political trarrsformati ons, anc1

this, for its part, produces the neeil to rınify al1 the
progressive forces. That is why we centre oı.ır alliance
policy on the problem of chaJrge, the programme for whose

§olution effectively constitutes the CPG's popular-ıınity
platforrn. In concrete terrns this rneans r.ııifying a11 the socia]_

group§, parties and. public movements clesirous of rea]- change

for the prırsuit of a progressive policy alıned" to ricl. the
cormtry of US-i{ATO alepend"ence, to strengthen nati ona1 sove-
rej.gnty, funclamentally tlernocratlse state iastitutions, eliminate
the ııonopollest d"omineering acts, and" create the cond"itions
f or Greece ı s fıee soc j.al d"eveloprnent.

No Dialogue l{ithout Good lTi11

In the periotl of struggle against the reactionary regimes,
many of its participants assumed that the political alliance
tlynami cs would" be d.eterrnined. by successive stages in the
tleınocratic process, running from right-of-centre to ceııtre,
then on to left-of-centre anti", finally, to the triumph of the
left-wiıg forces. |Dhe assuınption was that a New Deınocracy

right-wing government was better tharı the rıilitary j.ı.ınta, f rom

which it followed" that its policy shoulal in the main be

accepted. arrd, that there shou]-d. be cooperation with it; the
PAS 0I( goverrıment is better than the ND government, which ıneaııs

that it should be given unc,ond"itiona1 support. On the strength
of such logic, one rıould" have to keep i trailing in the wake
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of every succegsive, nore liberal or reforınist regime wlthirr
the franeıcork of the capitalist system, a proceaıure that woul.
inevltably leacl to a denlal oi the Commıınist Partyıs ind.epend ent
political role and. to an abarıtionınent of its tactica1 aıd,
strategic intentions.

|lhe soluti.on of the problems consid-ereal above implies
a totally d.ifferent course of events: utmoşt use of a1l the
potentialities for attaining the goals of the working class,
end" as these are attained", formulation of new ancl deeper
d,ernaırd.s alternat j-ve to the rnonopolies ı policy. In other word.s,
it ııearrs stepped"-up struggle for a contj:ıuous process of
change, for a fıırther growth of the workİng peopleıs activity,
faster maturing of ınass politica1 consciousness and unifica-
tion of the masseg on a platform of d-emocratic and. social
transformations. we asses§ the situation which has taken
shape iı the corıntry not only as compared- with what happened.
in the past , r;:ıd.er rightlst goverıınents , but above a11 with
an eye to the long-term, rea1 change bein5 the criterion for
such aJx agsessment.

|[he CPG pr ograrune requlres or.ır conştaııt presence in the
forward. pooitions of every front of the class struggle, and
consistent efforts to unify the forces in a d.irection Iead"j-rıg
to the confluence of several stre€ms d,eİlsnÖl-ng the solution of
the peopleı g economio, socia, a7,d- *enera1 ciemocratic problems
into a single aırti-imperialist, antj.-monopo].y tide. Oıır party
bas alwayş been willing and reağ to use every opportunlty
for çqqpe3gtion within that tid.e both on partlcular and on

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



ınore general issues at every leve1 with a11 the forces opposing

reaction, İnclud.ing, of co,ı.ı.rse, PASoK as we1l.

However, we have not met with aı1 .positive Tesponse on

the part of the 1atter. PA§OK preferred. a 1j:re of lrreliarıce

on one ı s orın f orcegıı, or, in other word.s, a po]-icy of one-

-party government. It has gone back on its erstwhlle promises,

ancl" has confinecl itself to mod"ernising the management of the

affairs of state-monopo]-y capitallsm. The governınent has

paırd.ered. to the rnonopolies ı d.ictatoriaI acts, it has

maintained. thelr privileges, and has shifted. the burd.en of

the crisis onto the shoulalers of the workiıg people. Some

of the posltive aspects of its foreign-policy 1ine clo not go

beyond. the fraıneworlı of Atlanticism. Instead of helping
to ıınite othe masses arıd forıniıg a balance of forces necessary

to overcome the obstacles thr own up by the ruling class
aırd iınperialism, ?ASOK has poihted" to these obstac]-es as
justification of its policy of öeferıing rea1 change to
the Greek Calencls .

The government has recently stepped" up its attacks on

the trad.e ı.ınions, §eeking not only to f orce thr ough its anti-
-people ıneagures, but also to settle scores with the mono-

lithic, mllitarıt arrcl mass trade-union rnovement, one of the

basic barriers in the way of arr even ınoTe congervative
government. The authorities have rnorınt ecl a jı.ırid.ical of f ensive

againgt the rnajority withiı General Confed.eration of Greek

Igbo,ıır for the prı:rpo§e of establi§hing tota1 contro} of the

tracle-r.ıni on lead.ership. The cor.rrts aııal the public prosecutor ı s
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office sre bej.ng used- for anti-d-emocratic measures against

the trad"e rınions eıd the strike rnovernent.

In Llar ch 1986, stil1 rnaintaining such a starrd., the PASOK

CC invited. us to "a dialogue and cooperation|ı. A plenary

ıneeting of the CPG CC d-iscussed. that initiative in d,etai1,

but f oı:nd. it impossible to give it a positive assessment.

Why not?

The PASOK proposals are nıuch too general- and. contrad"ic-

tory, d.ef inj-rrg neither the framework nor the pıırposes of

the d"ialogue arrd", nrost importaıtly, failing to iıd-icate

whether, in its vieır, the governınent's policy could be revised.

Nor d.ic[ ihey clarify PASOKıs attitud,e to cooperation on parti-
cular problems arıd. or, grass{roots uıity, or the general- natırre

(J
of the ties between the two parties that are to enter into
a tlialogue. 0n the one lıand, they ğey that "the ilifferences
between ouı assessments, which are of strategic significance,
nıake j_t impossible to work out a coherent 1eft forcesl pr ograrnrne

in the foreseeable futurelı. on the other, they speak of a ıınited"

front on the basj_s of a minirnum progTaınme for the solution
of national probleıns end. of bhe prerequisites for unifying
the progressive forces. There is, therefore, no suggestion

of aır establishment in practice of new forrns of relations
between the ruling party aııd" the I€ft, but rather a political
nıaİroeuvf, e in the run*up to the ootober mruıicipal elections
d.esignetl to present ?ASOK to the voters as a 'lpaıty of Ieft
unityl!.
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The CPG CC stressed" in its reply t}ıat orır party has

always ştood, and contiııues to stand. for d.ialogue and"

cooperation between t}ıe d"enocratic forces not only on

particuJ_ar issues, but also as a whole, so as to pave for
the country a new way lead"ing to cha::rge. 3ut that iınplies
id"entity of positions on at ]-east the basic buıning problenıs

confronting the broad. popular masse§. A d"iscussion of these
problems woulal be of great importaırce for the country. lle

a.re, in priaciple, prepared" to join PASOK a:rd" other public
circles in reviewing the governnıent l s incoroes policy, gettin5
tlown to restoring d"emocratic practices in the trad.e-iınion move-

rnent, introd.ucing a systen of d,iı,ect and. proportj_onal repre-
sentation, aırd, d.eınocratising the 1aws and_ d"ecrees which
curtail the rights and role of the working peopJ-e. The Central
Comınitteeıs constructi.ve proposals have, therefore, outlined.
the concrete fraınework for a d.iscussion of tangible matters,
and a d.ialogue benefitting the people arıd. the corrntry, irrespec-
tive of d.ifferences between the participents on otlıer problens.
We believe that sone concrete acts by the ruling party in
a spirit of eood}will c ould. he]-p to create a climate of trust
that would" make a d.ialogue possible arrct effective.

Toward.s a Un j.t ed" Front of left Forces

The Commuıists have not confined" thernselves to a general.

critique of the goverrrment t s policy. They have set forth
the goals of rea1 cheııge closely associated. with the şolution
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of the vita1 problens in the 1ife of the people, and. they

support any d.ernocratic ref orm, €ıy sign of d"j.sagreeınent with the

policy of irnp erj,al_ism, anci. eğry act aimed" to preserve peace.

The CPG has crj_ticised, the negative aspects of the governn,ıent's

policy, ancl. has opposed. every imped"inent to the coııntryts
progressive d"evelopment.

[ie cannot fai1 to reckon with the contrad.iction betvııeen

PASOK anct the rightists or to consicler that in certain
cond.itions the popular rnovernent wi]l make use of it in one

way or aıother to bring about change. The Commrınists

emphatically reject the totally groıırrd.J_ess assertions that
there is sorne kind" of cooperation between orır party and-

the ldeır Dernocracy perty. Those who ınake such assertions
are perfectJ-y we11 aware that there j_s no basis for poli_tj_cal

cooperation wit}r the ND 1ead"ership, which has d-eJ_iberately

twistecl the id"ea of any possible j oiırt activity by the C onırnun-

ists arıd. the ]-eft-oriented. working people with the supporters
of ltrew Democracy and other bourgeois parties within the mass

moveınent for ariti-rıonopoly objectives. [he CPG has invariabllı
kept its front deployed, against the right-ıvjırg forces,
the main proponents of the monopolies. 3ut we d_o not regard.

the struggle against them as any kind. of sharp d.emarcation,

hostility, biaş or barrier with respect to the conservative-
-ınind.etl section of the popular masses--those who fo1low
New Deınocracy. We clo not rule out the possibility of a
positive d.iff erentiation in their mid"st, or joint action on

concrete issues in the struggle for peace, d"emocracy and

natj_ona1 ind.epend"ence.
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Our party has kept stressing the need- for the working
peoplers unity on a class basis, arid. ha§ opposed, any artificial-
ctivision of thern into d.iverse faction§. we insist that both
wage-earner aııcl salary-earner, regard.less of political
cred.o or size of incorne, are wage s]-aves of capital. Peasaırts,
artisans, harıd"icraf tsnen, reseaTchers, arrd. a1l other ıırorking
peopJ-e have comnon interests and uıite in their mass organisa-
tions f or the p,urpose of satisfying these i.nterests. They

I

' are not tlivid.ecl into tırightiststt , tıcentristsıı or !t lef tistsıl
but f ind theıııselves, regard.J-ess of their convictions, in
roughly the same position in the face of monopo}y capital,
their common eneıny. It goes without saying that views
d"ifferiıg from ou.r oıvn d.o exj.st withj_n the working class
anal among the other working people. In carrying on a con-
structive ancl clemocratic d-ialogue, we ins j.st on orır own

icleas, orır political positions arıd. our right to criticise
other views. But we seek to d.o this in such a way as to help
find- a coınmon itliom, to strengthen the workiıg people ıs rınity,
anal to establish relations of trust ancl equalj.ty with thenı

in the struggle for a solution of our c oııımon problems.

The policy of popular gras[roots rınity is the rnaiı
content of the CPGıs line of uniting the clemooratic forces.
llhe f ouıIalation of this unity consistş of the organisations
carrying on action by the workj:ıg people for their d"aily
need,s aııal arr iııproveınent of the economic situation, and. against
the attacks by ihe government and" the monopolies on trad,e-union
and. d.emocratj-c rights. Ite warrt this struggle to be closely
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tied. in with socia]- issues, to spread. the militarıt spirit
among the working people, helping then to raise their political
consciousness and understsJrd" the need" for urüity in the popular

movement to get rid- of the power of the monopolies, arıd. fo::

d.enıocracy ancl progress,

The way to solving the pressing problems novı ]-ies throug}.ı

the establishment of a. r-ırrit e<i. front of 1ef t-wiııg aıd. progressive

forces, a front that could" rally the popular majority

d.emo:rd"ing change, wiır government power, and" put through a

programrne of socia1 transforrıations for the benefit of the

peop]e, f or nationa1 iııd.epend"ence aırd. genuine d-emocracy.

Do such forces exist ?

Of cor;rse, they d"o. There is, f irst, the Conmrrnj_st Party

of Greece, the rıost actj.ve generator of cha:ıge, whose

vanguarcl erıd ı:nifying policy has the key ro]_e in shaping aırd

wid.ening the politica1 space for trensformations.

There are the gr oupings which have broken avıay from

PAŞOK , are rnoving along the j-r oı,J,n way, arrd" opposing the

conserva.tive trends in government policy. There are a]_so

consid.erab]-e progressive circ]-es within the ruljıg party

that di-sagree with its policy, and. are capable of alt erin;ç

their s taıüat arıcl joining the struggle for eharrge.

There are tbe new ııass treııd.s--anti-ws.r arrd, ecologica1 ,

aroong others--which have emerged outşid.e the traclitiona1
political parties, aıd. which have substantially invigorat ed-

the strength of the popular movement and its dlmamic

ileveJ-opnıent.
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18.

ihere is no d"oubt tbat the upswing in popular action,
the crisis of the two-party system, aııal of the parties within
it, wi11 also let 1oose other raciical strata and" stimulate
the emergence of new left-wing forces. This is eviclenceci.,

for instarrce, by the fact that vari ouş political groupings,
whose icleological positions are a long way from olıTs,
are begiııning not only to overcome the anti-commrınist pre-
conceptions, but are also b eginning to fee1, iı their ovın

way, the need" for cooperation with the CPG for the pr:rpose

of d"emocratising the coıırtry arıd iınproving the 1if e of the
people.

Di_a]_ectics of Cooperation arıd, Struggle
For the Cornmi.ınists, the uırited"-front policy is not

a short-terın er;ıeclient, but a long-term arıd" constaıt strate5y
aified. to rouse al1 the 1eft-wing forces to the struggle against
capital and for clernocratising the society, a struggle w}ıich
helps to create favourable cond-itions for socialist transforma-
tions. But yre take a realistic view of the potentialities of
Cooperatİon. Practice shows that while inter_party agreeınents
help to solve one package of problen§, they tend- to exacerbate
others, and to protluce new issues connected,, in particular,
rrith the atteınpts to foi.st alien conceptions of cooperation
on the Coınmıırıists aııd make political capital at their expenge.

C omınwıity of öeıııocratic interests ig the ınost irıp ort ant
urıifyiııg factor of political alliaıces. Preservotj,on arrd-

d,evelopment of tlemocracy within their fraınework alşo serves
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as a necessary cond.itlon for br inging out the centripetal
arıd. centrlfugal trend.s among the participaıts of aııy coalition"
But it is also obvious that i_nternal contraüictions which

spring fr oın the aırtagonisns of the capitalist society are

b oıınd. to rerıain within such coalitions. Cooperation entails
j-d.eological and, frequently, also political , differences,
and this requj.res constarıt efforts to overcorne them arrd. to

concert positions ancl approaches to new problems. Unity ancl

contest are not nıutually exclusive, but complernentary factors
iı the formation of aJıy front of 1eft-wjııg arrd. progressive

forces.
We aTe, theref ore, faced. with the f ormicl"able task of

mastering the tlialectics of a situation in which the party
j.s requireal, on the one hanci., to act as spokesmaıı for the

common interests of the popular rnajority and., consequently, to
d.evelop ties with other potitica1 forces, anct on the other,
to rernaj.ı ind"epeııdent in the struggle for d.ernocracy and.

social progress. 'lı,lhen conalucting the iınity policy, one need"s

alwayq to be prepared". for poleroics with onets partners, aııd.

to conttuct.it in the 1ieht of principle, without destroying
the basis f or j oint action or ı,ueakeni.ng cooperation.

C}ass aıral poliİica1 alJ.iaıces necessarily imply cornpromises,

but of a kind. that d.o not tie the commuıistsı hands or

1imit the possibiliti"" of th"l, orın activj.ty or ind.epenclent
:politicel initiatives. In this context, Lenin says: tıTn

the iıteregts of the revolution ouı ideal shoulal by no means be
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20,

that al1 parties, al1 trend"s ancl shad.es of op j.:ıi.on fuse in
a revolutionary chaos.ı'5 That is why we ere not carrying on

a struggle f or coa]-ition in general, but f or a c oiiıınon front
explicitly orj.ented" tovıeşös progressj_ve change, a coalition
that iş to act as the orgaııis j-rıg e}ement in the popuJ-ar

movement. 0ıır partyr s ind.epenclence consists not j.n keeping
a clistance from other left-w-ing trencls, but in a capacity
to iııfluence them antl the gerreral tenor of activity of the
emergent allierrces. ihe contrad,iction between coalition ııni ty
and. party intlepend"ence shou]-d" be resolved. not mecharrically--
throııgh rnutrıal exclusion--but tlialectically, in the process
of d.Jmaınic interaction between the two elernents.

For al1 their d.if f erenceg, Greeceıs left progressive
f orces are rınited by an ı:sge f or change. That is why they
caıı fincl conmon grountl aıcl briıg their positions closer
together so as to create the conttitions for formulating a

common pro8rarıune for trarısf orınations. The main anal nost
pressing thj:ıg now is to contiıue hammering out a c omlıon

approach to the fund"amenta1 problems of the şitrıotion s,nal, the
struggle of the workJ_ng ma§ses.The forthcomjıig ınunicipal
election§ could" be aı important step iı tiı:j.g direction. last
Mayls pJ-enary rneeting of the CPĞ CC §tressed- that the key task
in the electoral campaign iş for the party to cio more in
activating the mrınicipal movements arrtl iı drawing up broad
electoraI rol1s to expresg aıd. d.eepen the consolittation of
the progressive forces. There has alıeağ been a ıınification
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3

2l..

of the T,e ft supportjııg c oınmon tickets for mayoral_ elections
in the big cities. our party wil1 ti.o its utmost to turn them

into the begiruıings of a ı.ınited. front ca.ınpaignj:ıg for change"

V{e regard. the struggle for peace and against the d.anger

of war as a constant arıd. high}y effective factor in the
establlshıııent of §uch a front, for it brings together
icleological d.iffereııt parties ancl_ organisations arı d. teaches
then to act together to avert a nuclear catastrophe, thereby
having a positive effect on the other spheres of cooperation
betı,ıeen the d.eınocratic circles.

0ı.ır party has come forwarcl with the initiative of
forrning a front of left-wing aııal progressive forces in the
hope of creating en atnosphere of trust aııd. mutual r:nd.erstarriling

iı their relations, anal the cond.it j,ons f or going on frorn

cooperati.on on particular issıres to political alliarrces on

the basis of g c ommon prograınme. Together we. must overcoıne

the nutııa1 suspioj.on a:ıd. i1l-wi1l, abarrtlon the obsolete gtereo-
types of political thjı_king arrd" behaviow which hamper rurity
antl use every opportrınity. ., to carry the country along the
way of denocracy arıtl socia]_ progress.
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'-:,, iu.-,:.:]__ltberation movemeat
in ],atln .Amertcaıı countries
(ı.. sııt}ıostat)
fr. Sdobntkov/],Tlııi

seÖıaııxıa*

conaracıe Şs u
Plea,se send your remarkg to tho
Secretarl,at by Jııne 26.

Oıt'Eu ı-t

]iolled off Jııre 24.

ti{J LtiIii A],iJnIClıiT PliOlinARIıl.i A]t]] ITS

ArlIES IN [IrE AITTT-TIiiP,trRT.ı\T..ıIST STRUGGIJ

Beloyı are the prcceedings of ta. theoretlcal oonferenoe
o!. lıfhe Cless Struoture of T_,a tin American and Çarlbbean
Corıntries!l helct in Havana (see l'/iIR }To. 7). Rau1 Valdes Vlvı2

CC member, CP Cuba,, and a participant 1n the oonference.
ghares his impressions of and thoughts a,bout the disoussior:.

1'/e think tha.t the Ccnference was }ıtghly important, First, 1ts
toplc is a. central cne in the stury of prcbl_ems in our regton,
and seconcl, it coinctded ırith a, highly important moment ln the
].ıatln Arnerioa.n revclutionary process. fıe peoples cf ].,atin
iııerica and the Aaribbean have nc,,.ı mcved tc the front line cf
the stı,uggle against US İın,,ıerialism, the mcst c];,,,ngercus enerr§.

of peace and mankind. Our continent ha s: alı.;ays beeı called
vclcaıic. fhis is even truer tcday than it ıvas in the past,
because in the nresent situaticn the ;ıerupti-on of tııc or three
Vclcar.ceslı cculd prcduce a chain rea.cticn--a. ilccntinental
eİplosicni;.

!}ıe ıepresentative§ cf 33 Ccııınwıis t, i7crkers' , §oo1ölist
aııd other left-ı.ring parties ancl mcvements ı,ııc took part in the
Havana Ccnference, ı.,eı,e rıngninous 1n asses,:ing the relations
i.,htch have taken sha.pe betı,ıeen us irnpe:ııalism and the ına j crity
cf Latin American corrntries. They gave ccncrete exaııples to
shcı.ı that it is impcssible tc advance tc radj-ca1 soaial change--
a histcrical imp era tive--ıyi thcut a,bclishin8 forelgn imperialts.t
opp::.s;,,icn.

?
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2,

.,i' At the Conference, nc one asked the ciuesttcn cf ivhether

suclı cbanges were a.t al1 posslble. [Lıe Ootober Revolution

spea,kers e,ıphasis ed, bas already prcvlded a positive aııg rıer to

that questlcn. Under its imınedlate impact, revoluticnary
prcletariaı p'arties energeal cn tbe ccntinentı Confident tn
their ultinate victoıry, they did not asguııe-ı-up ıırıt1l the

revo}utlon 1n Cuba_that ].ibera tlcn could be yıon in a short

hlstorical pertod. 1tıe Cuban revolutlon shoıvetl the broa,d rna€ıEes

(and also thelr enemles) that the epcoh of nationa]- liberat1-on

ancl social emaıcipation had alsc arrived for the lattn American

ccııntrles. Ebat ts the ma;i.n conclusion of the Havana Lteeting

of Conmrınts t ?artleg of the regicn held in June 1975, a fevı

monthg before the First Congress of the Ccnmuntst Party of
cuba . lbat ıııas the sta,rting polnt f or the perticioants in
th.e Havana forum, ıvhioh met on the eve of the Seconcl Congress

of the cp cuba.

Of course, our present ccnferenoe carı.ı].o t be ooııpared r,rJ. th
the 1975 iiteeting. lhis has been a, purely scientifio neetlng
to ccnsider the position of tba individual cla§ses arıci strata
cf the popula,tion ıulthin the sccial struoture cf t}ıe Iatin
.A:ıerioen society, Its task ı,vas tc analyse the situatlon tn
ı.*ıicb. the struggle prooeeds betrıeen the tıcğ ınain forces on

tbe contiıent : imperialism aııd the 1oca1 oll,garcbtrr, see}ıl,ng

tc preserve the old, reactiona,ry, historically dooıned soclal
systen, on the one hand, aıcl the rising revoluticnaıy olass,
tbe prolete.riat, seeking tc destroy it1 and a,lsc lts allies,
cn whom the outcome of, this ı:truggle laı:gely depends, on the
other. [lıe presence at the Conference of the delegaticas
frcıı the threo ccuntries v,,hich have ı.ıon naticnal liberaticn
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3.

a:ıd social enaııcipa ti cn*Cuba, lficaragua and Greıadı (and not

just Ouba a,lone, as it ııas a.t the 1975 ].ıeetirıg), shcııs better

than any thecretica]. reasoning ı,ıhl ch side ı,ıi].J ,,rin. ihe

f,uture belcngs to the revoluticn, and its urey runs through

the anti-irnperia lis t stage.

Archeneny of the pecples

For a long time progressive public cpi.nicn ha.s been fooussed

cn the questicn of Latln jmericaıs dependence on the main

iınperialist centres. flıere a.re two diametrlca1 cD osite

approaches tc this uesti oğı. Some scientlsts and politicians

bo}leve that nany cf its lrey prccesses, both econonıic and

politi.cal., are deteıTaj.neal by §E| factors, aııd cthers by

ext9rJı€J, factors, above all tbe lnfluence of imperialism,

notably the united states. Hore, the participants in the

Havana CcnJerence vıere uıanimcus in thelr assessmeiıts,

that UŞ 1ııperia1loın
ha,s beccme a.rı internal fac-;cr of the social struoture of

latln Anericın coıııtrj.es. This became especiaJ-ly evtd ent after
the Seocnd, lTor)-d lTar, ı,,üıen the United States managed to oust

its chief, inperi.alist rl.vals fron the region. Dvidence of this
coınes frcıı the eınergence aııd then the gro wlng role of trans_

ıa,tiona.l ocrlıcraticns (US ccrporationg 1n the flrst plaoe) ln
I,atin America. ı s economlc ancl political 1J-f e, and the appeare.ııce

cf a phenonencn oıı the ccntinent ].ike dependent capita,].igüı.
, Some scientlstş bave opposed the tenn itself, claiming

that dependence is prcj ected to the polltica1 sphere, ı,tıloh is
Ind eetl ,at oiids ı,ri t]r the rea.l1ties of politicaI indepeıdence.

scvereJ.gnty and inIa tin Aıoerican countrtes have pclitica1
----'.-.'..

t
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4.

a.oting ever Eore vlgorously agalngt toperia}isıııı !}! t"!ey

have a dependent posi tion vrlthin tnterna tional econoınlc

rela ticns , ırithln the ıvcrld-ıyide s steın cf the canitalist

dİvisicn cf labcur. İlc,ııever tha,t may be, ' the governments have

tc reckon ı,rlth this fact r.iıen iılrsuing their domestic and

foreign pclicy. ..lnd this applies both to relatlvely developed

and tc econcmically ba.ckımrd ccuntries.

In the past f eı,ı ttecadeg, Argentina has ceasetl tc be an

agrariaıccwıtryandhasbeccmeanagrarian-inclustrialocuntry.
Dut, Diego Sanchez, representetive of the CP Argentina, declared,,

it ccntinues tc be dependent on imperia.l1sm, end econonically

ba okvıa.rd ccruıtry with an rınevenly developed eooncmy, Its

ınain j_ndustries are sti11 rınd er tLıe oontrol of inperialİst

rıcnopolies, the 1and-hcldlng cl-igarchy and bi5 compradore

capita1. Fcurty percent of the Gross Dcmestic Proiiuctı oıtğ-

tb.irct cf it in inalustry, is ccntrclled by fcreign capital,

a fJ-gure ııjhtob glves an idea cf the sway of irıperialism only

in the maln spheres of the ArgentJ-nian eoonomy; aotually 1t is

mucb higher. That is ı-ı§ e closer 1ook shovıs that the Unit6-d

States__and other imperialist poli/ers to a lesser "rl"a1""g"t
nearly 7o-€O per oe4t of the earnings of the ııoncpolies.

Jcse So res CC member, Brazilian Cl, said that imperielis-L

oapita.l is algo enga,ged in a frül-scale invasion of Brazi1,

the blggest o cırrıtıy tn the region, whose industria,l grcwth

rate ıııti1 recently yfa s aJnong the ıvorld|s hig}ıest. }roreign

ınonopclies first penetreted into Brazil in the 193Osı ııhen aı
attenıpt yıas made to ııeet the gro ıv'ing d emaıds of the doııestlc

market. In the 195Os, espeoially since the reactionary ıutJ.ita.ry

coup cf 1964, inpe::ialism ha.s frırther bo]-ştered its positions,
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5.

ıOainly through take_cvers of national fi:ns by transnaticnal
gubsidiaries, the puıchase cf a ccntrolling interest 1n or
merger ııL th ].ocal private and state capltal, and ııoıe intense
ernloitaticn of the masses.

one cou]-cl have assuned that corıntri es w:i th rtch na trıra,l
resorırces ıvculti be able to escape from ııeccolonlal dependence,

But that dici nct happen. In the 195Os and 196Os, the Uniteil
§tates received tı,ıc-thirdg cf the ci1 it needeil from venezuela,
but its rea1 suppliers lvere not the naticnal enterpri"ses, but
ttıe mcnopolies controlled by Rcckefeller, The naticna]-lsation
cf o11 gtıich fcllovıecl in 1976 nıerely altered the fo:m cf
denendence. Pedro Ortega, Diaz, CC Pclltioa.l 3ureau member, CP

Venezuela, eaid:ilihe oi1 industry, the main sectcr of tlıe
ccııntryrs eccno]ny, has been nationallgeil, but we ccntinue to
be tieii to the same old trusts thrcugh tbeir contro]. over
tec}ınolc5r and marketing. ;Tn 19?9, DEon anaı other iııperialist
o11 trusts ha.d their hiğest prcfits ever. It ins officlal1y
eıposed ancl admltted that one barrel of cil, scld j.n Venezuela
for $20-22, fetched $40-44 abroad, i.e., exactly double the
price'ı.

iLıe cese cf Ecuador sho ı.ıs beycnd any dcubt that the start
cf the tıcll bcomtl tn 1972 enab].:d it for a short time tc rise
frcm its place vııel1 dcı.m at the bottcıı of the contlnental
eccncmic league. Froın 1973 to ]-977 ı its ODP grew at 8ır average
of 11 per oent. Ecuaclcr has beccme T_e,tin Amerlcanr s bJ.ggest
oj-1 suppller after Venezuela. But who has benef,itted frcıı this
accelerated develcpment? .]f rain Alvarez !ie 1o ,CC executive
ııember, C! Dcua,dor, eınphasised that i|becauge the re].atlcns cf
prcduction have remained virtually ı,ınchanged, the econcrıic grc rrüiı
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2 'ihe Anci ean ?act cr the Aıclean group i.s a. subregional
cogliıercia1 aıd econcnic as§Jcia-bion inelucling 3o]-ivia, Venezuel,
Colcnbie, Peru aıd ;fcueclcr. The relevant treaty ıva,s :.ignecl in
1969. Unti]. the fa,scist ccup in 1973, oıile çrag alsc a nıenber
of the Pact.

6.

merely heJ.ped tc strengthen ilepend ent capltalisnn enal further t§

congoliiiate the inpertalist postticn§, cn the one }ıaıtl, and

the 1cca1 rullng classes, the financial, lndustrial aıti cornıneıc-

ia1 bcurgeoisie abcve a11, cn the other. l|

17e fl-nci the §ame situaticn ln Colonbia, ubi ch has la.tin
,America ı s fcurth biggest GDP, anil ıvhlch comes close to the

cowıtrles that have ar'tained the ınicldle 1eve1 of capitalist
deveJ.opııent. Jai]ne Quaisedo , CC Eıecutivie Corıunlttee ııember,

CP Coloııbia, ma.de it clear that the rapid development of the

past decadeg is ccnnected ızith a sıritch in the maJ.n direotj.cn
cf fcreign invegtments: they ncı? gc me inly intc inilustry,
notabJ-y, chenica1 ancl petrocheı,ılca1 enterprises, paper

proclucticn, cca.1 mlning aıd engineering. 'ihe iuperialists
seek to lntensify the countıyıs dependence not on].y by

establlshing ccntrol cver the neıv dynaııi c tnclustrles, but algo
by strengthenlng thetr ties !-rith the big lanilcvmers, notably
the groı,ıers of ooffee, whc use the ]-and antl the labour-povıer
tc set up mcclern capitalist enterprises ıvorking for erport.
He aclcted ı '|In this ıvay the imperialist mcnopolies have penetrate<i

intc the very heart of the industrlaltsation 1n Coloııbia an(},

cperating from inside, are trying to secure control cf the
^ıvhol e Andean Pact. a

At the saıne time, iı countries ıırl th fasclst ıeği ıngg
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l.
dependence has ccııe as €n Jrganic elenrent of t]ıe ı.rhcl c eocnoroic

systeıı. llıere, the rlıltng clas§ej:J ei t]rer rrut up very 11ttle
resistance or ncne at e11. Tlıere a,re n,o t cnly political but

qlsı sccia1 reesoJls for this.
e-b ta Cem us anc , delegate of the CP Chile, rec8,11ed in

this ocntext the a.ssessment ı,,ıhi ch Luis Corvalan, General

Secrotary cf the CP Chile, gave tc the alliaıce that has taken

Ehape betvfeen the big bcurgeoisie cf the iatin }merioan countrieg
and imperia.list capltal: 1'A şection of the Icca1 bcurgeoiste,
chiefly the financia,l bcurgeotsi.e, has beccrne en element of

the sySterı of imperlalist exploitaticnr v*ıilo inper:lalism is
increasinglf, beccıning an lj.nternal t factcr in many ccu.rrtries

of the ccntinent. Tlrus, a neti class basis fcr fescişın has

eıiıerged in Letin Anrerioa, nanıely, ı.n aligıınent cf inıpertalist
ncncocly capi La1 and interna1 c}ans. ''3

Cbi.le, ı,.ıhi ch is ruled by a fascist j ıııta., shcııs better than

erıy other country ıüı.a t such aı allgııment is. lt]ıe speaker sald
t],ı.a t the gates ı,rhi ch the Allende goverıunents sought to clcse
are ııclv aga,J.n flııng ı.rlde open tc imperialism. Investoents
of imperialj.st canital go ne inly intc the key sectors of the
econoay, in particular, the ccpper tnctustry; the ccrıntıy ls
being eıplciteil Iargely through its grow:lng external debt,
In the geven yea.ro cf the fascist regime, Chile ıs eıternal
debt rıcre than dcubled, tc .:)a.! billlcn, ı-ıhi.clı is equa.l to
virtua].ly the ntrcle vaJ.ue of the expcrtecl copper, cr {.O per
cent of tota]- expofts, lhe lınei,Ji? economy has been distcrtetl
to the utrıcs t and its cals do nc t a t a11 meet the rıa ti.cnal

J Lıris Corva ]_a n ı Jbığ_!.!_Leğ_4EE§_._ S eleoted

Ş.ıs,ge+a§., Llcscotı, 1978, p. 479 (in Russian),
Arı,'icles and
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B.

interests.
fhe situaticn iThich has teken siıaııe in. uruguay cliffers

].ittle frcın that in ğni]_e" ,i ı.ıcc1el cf dependent fe.sctsm haı
alsc been established in Urugua3,. lurs_Jenıeggeg, delegate cf
the 0} Uruguey, rea ched tl::is ccnclusion ı ltlmperialisn ls nc 1on.3.,:

aJı eiterna1 factcr, but is a ccmnonent part of the ccıırıtryr s

inte:ınal structrıre, e-iıc an crganic elerıent cf cur interna1
ccntrgdicticns,|.

The socia1 struc,l;ı-ı.re cf iiexicc deserves specl-a1 aıalysis.
Carlcs Shaf CC member, j,iezican CP, er.o1ained:'?In the f oreig;:-
policy sphere, cur government he s nuıısued a 1lne ıı&ılch is
inciependent of the United States and is aimed tc mainta.in
relaticns w-i th sooialist Cuba, and suppcrt liberatj.on movement

ln centra]. America, but in dcmestic pclj.tc.cs j.t seeks tc impose
a refoıntst, lınattonal-revcluticn alyi| cT Social Democretİc
prcject (on lllexican lines)". Since tiıe Seccnd tr-/orl d iTar, theıe
has been intensive centralisation of capitıl ancl t}ıe rise andthe
consoliclation of,/local bcrırgeoisie in the couıtıx,, ıüich has
1aicl the forındation for its associaticn in the 197Os ıri tb. the
internaticnal mcnopcly bourgeoisie and ı-ri th the state fcr the
purpose of increasing inveı.trnents in İnclustry. Industrialisatlc:..,
baving exer-bed a treııendcus influence on econcmic relatlons
aıır] accelerated monooolisation, eventually ıesultetl ln a neıv
teohnologica1 ancl finanoial depenclence cn inıperiaJ-isn. lhis
kind of industria.lisa tİon, Shaffer emphasisecl, rııa.s matİe posslble
by the sharp lncrease in externa]- and internal indebtedness,
a, grol,ı,ing cleficit cf the state bucİget and the tra.de balance,
a high rate cf inflation and the country's conversicn from
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an

o

expcrter to an impcrter of fccd.ll
en the countri.e§ that have atteined a re]-a.tiva}y hlgb level

|ıOver tb,e pa,st 25 year§r 25)OOO perscns have fallen victirı to
t]ıe faş cist-rıincied resime installed by the Uırited Sta,tes lıtth
the aid of meroenarieg. The Guatemalen people has been subjected
tc savage reprisal-s, even despite the fact that thc ],g44-ag54
ıevoluticn ıva s destgneci tc put thrcugh bourggoig-ğemocratio
traıısfo:ınationgt? .

of developıııent aıd advanced in their industrialisation have

been ı.ı.nab].e to e§ca,pe from cr, at 1east, sharply to reduce their
depeniience on imperia.lism, countries ı.rithout rioh reserveş of
stra,tegic ravı ma,terials are in a truly crittca.I situatj.on. fiı'eı_.ı,

the 1end continues tc be the basic means of prcduction.
fhat dces not mean, cf ccıırge, that capitalİsıı has retreated

in face of gemi-feuda.l survival. f']ı e capita.list ııcale of, produc-

tlon has been establlshed on the conti.nen,b, arıd its tievelopmerr,L--

tlistorted but steacly*is the dominan,b trend, despite the fact
tbat ]-a.tifrındism, survivals of feuda,lism, and sma1].-sca]-e

ccrıncdity prcducticn exert a strong influence on the system of
sotlal rela,tions.

tIaving become an in-ternal element of the structure,
iııperi.alim tends to step up its intervention ln latln rlmerica ls
poli.tical life. ı'/lı en the struggle fcr indenendence gces beycnd

the l1ne thet bcurgeoi.s apologists rcgard as a,oceptable,
iııp eıl a.li srı resorts tc eıterna,l eccnornic cceroion. !ıe activity
of the CrA aıd the transna,tiona,ls coa].esce and are increasingly
ccorilina.t etl. The tragedy of Guatenala is evidence of thisr'l
said $qtoAi,c . Cgs:tqo, CC mem'ıer, Gua temalan ?arty cf l€,bour.
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10,
Inperialİsıı cloes nct seek tc clc a.cıay ıtith the lantl-oınııing

cllgarp},Jr, but prefers tc bourgecisify it a.nd tc invclve lt
i

İ.n nired calıitalist enterprises, so as tc turn 1t lntc an

lnternal social basis. In its effcrts to step up lts associa-
tion yrith local bourgeoisle, it leeves ırnder lts ccntrcl ecmo

secondary 1ntıustries and sectors cf the eccnomy. In agrıculture
a-:ıd inilustry it has to be the j ıınior pertner.

ı.l1thin the fraııerıoriı of depenclent indwtrlalisation,
ıı,hl ch is being implantetl in Central -iı.meri- ca and tho Carlbbea.rı
ccuntries, cnly thcse goods can be turner] out ı-ıhİch for varioı..l:
reascns the imperialist moncpolies clc not rzı. sh tc prcduce and

whi ch are intent cn develı-ıping the new i.ndustries ccnnecteaı
şri th the scientific and technicaI revcluticn. As a result, th ı-.

lndustrlalisa.tion goes onlJı half-rıay, but the faotcr cf
depenrlence is iTıost prcnorrnced.

In Sal-va,dcr, J cr e I iartinez a nenıber cf the 1,:,a.dershlp
cf the Pcpular iiberation Ilcrces naıred after Farabrınd c l,{artt 

1

said that develcpment along this ro,d hss Ied to the erııer8ence
cf a, 1cca1 bourgeoisie, aırl rınquesticning partıer cf j-mperialisu.
rt cioes nct have even a minimırıa capacity fcr conr]ucting an
lndependent naticnel ool-icy. 'lThere a,re t r.ro grcups ıv-i tbin it ı

tlıe bourgec j.s-land-oırner cligarthy (14 fanilies ccntrcl -.5O per
cent cf the 1and erea aııd have investments in aIl sectcrs oi
the eccncıqy: agriculture, trade, i-ndustry, the ba.nks aıci fina.rıoş,
and the non-o]-iga,rphy oircles (ıiıcse influence ts ccnfined
tc one or t ı.ıc industries ). l' It is not surprlslng, therefcre,
that fcr a half,-centurxı nc.,/ the ccıuıtry has been saaıdled ırit}1
a rea,cttonaıly prc,.İ-mp erla 1:. s t regime.
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11 .

ile finci the saıne picture in the Dcııinlcan Repub}ic.

Ca,rclcs,.Dore , CC Pclitical Bureau nenıber, Dcııj-nic an C}, said:
ll]]eşendent c,-:pitelist c]eveloııne:rt eııd a 1ıı"ı leve1 of agricı-ütrra-

prcduc,iicn have detennined ,blıe e]]ierge]lc a ol the social dcmi:ra-

tion blcc ccnsisting of 'che fcrıigıı cr imperiaJ-is,b bcurgecisi:,

the loca,l big bourgeoisie (inı]lıstria1, cııırnercia1, financi;ıf

and agraıian), 1aıdoı,ıners, the senicr adııinistrative and

tec]ınical persciırıal, a.nd tjle ecclesiastical and ııiliteıy
hierarchy. ?h-is blcc is dcııinı-, t ecl by i:.,ıperialist capita1, ,.-ıhiciı,

diiectly or indirectly, expresses the in,terests cf the internı-
ttcn,.1 finencia1 o1iga.rchy, nctably, the largest US corlıcratic-ıı.

Orlando ;Jrırez (Sandinista ]iaticnal j.,iberation Front) saicl

that the regine overthroım by the Sandinistas was pro-i:ııperiali;:,';

';In ccuJrtries like IiIicaragua, capitalist development 1mposes

f c:ıgıs cf production and reprcducticn ıThich are ğot neoessarily
ccrınecteil vıri th the accumulaticn cf national capita1, If bourgeci;-
demccra,tic transf orrna tions have nct been put throu6h for some

reascnı the ccntre alic ti c]l§ betveen labcur ancl canital have an

effect not cnly cn relaticns betı;een ,ı,ıorkers aod eıripl. oy ers l'.

There rıas a peculia.rity abcut imperialj.st domi_rra,tion in
Grenada, Guyaıa, Tri.nidail end Tcbagc, and Surinam, a fact ı,,ıhioh

merely re-emphasises the need, ıüile bringing out the ooıımcn

f eatures, to bear in nind bhe specifics of this or -bhat ooıı.ntıy.

'i&ıil,ı the Latin Aııerican a"rıd Ca,rlbbean ccrıntrles have a

ııığı']r er of ccrımon and even largely sirnilar features, th.e concrete
hi.stcrica1, accialrand political and geographical diştlnctions
do exist and ııa.ke themse].ves kncıın. It could be sa.id that cne

and the same type of depenclent ca.oitalist scciety ha,s been

established eveıyı*ıere, but at different levels of d eveJ.opment.
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Brazi1 cr Argentina haviıg.. reached

L2.

the ıı.ıonoooly stage. the;'

could, of ccurse, theoreticelly beccnıe i_rıperiallst iıc,.ıers, but

this their §entor iııperlalist oartners ıri1l hardly allcı,ı, .lrt

'ülıe şaıne tlme, a ccuntry ].llre Guatenıela, has no prereqrı:isites

fcr tlıis. TLı.ere, alcngsitie the capitalist oıter, \,ihJ.ob has

undoubteiily become the clcıııi ıian; cne, dj.verae arehalc foı:ns of
econcmlc acttvlfur tend tc erişt sicle by side. tlıts sna 1]. state
dces nct heve a. 1arge domestic ııarket , its na,tural anc] man-

poııer reğourceg are 1irnl tealı vı]ıi]. e its sccio-aconoııic tievelcp-
ment iğ rİ.gidly ocntrc].1ed by the bourgeols-J-eıdovü]xer

oligarc}ıy and UŞ imperiallem.
ttıe 1975 I.leeting of Coınmrırılst Parties eııphasised the

dialeoticoI ccrınectlon betı,reen natj.ona]- ]_iberat1.on and §ocia1
emaociiıation, and noted: 'llTorkers, pea.sants aıd e].1 the other
yrörklng pe,.,ple in Iotin America ı,a11 nct find solutlons for the
prcbleıns of ıınerıpJ.o3nnent, poverty, 1oız lirageg, llJ.iteracy,
]-ack of laıil and scclal inequality merely by tlcing alvsy tılth
the forei6n eıplcita.tion of tlıej.r coun,blTr. U]tina.te so].utions
for theoe problens vılJ.1 gradual.J.y be fcııııd only ıııhen erploitatioıı
by latifıındists aıd bcurgeoisie is eli.mtnated.';

/rt the theoretical oonfereııce, thts propcsitlon ızas

reaffi:cııed aJxal l.t ıva s sho ı.ırı that dependent capitalisıı is going
thrcugh a cri§j.s in absolutely every sphere.

Deve1ooınent in the conditions of cieıandence ııaıely Ieacls
to e sa,turaticn vri th cheap maıpoyıer cf the j-ntluetrles whlch
are not the leatli.ng cnes (ancl which are, besides, contrclled
by fo:ıeign or mlıeci capital), aıd to the prcvision of cheap
ra,w materia.].s for the lndustrialised capltelist cotıııtrles,
the Un,ited §tates in the first place. In adctittcn, İıatin
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13.

Anerica:ı ccr,ıntrıes tıave tc buy the me8ns of prcciuctıon and the

gcc<is they requlre at higb prlces anil ,!c sel1 theirş at Iow

pflceg. A11 of thls 1eads to a gro,,,rtiı of thı eıternal debt,

şıhich in 1979 came to İb],OO billion, iıcıeign monopolies ccntinue

_tc be the chief investorg ill the regicn, Eıak_İng l)4.5 in net

profits cn eve]ry 1nvested d,,,,]lar,

Wtthln the ?rameivork cf dependent capitaliam, it ls

irnpossible to ensure full nationa1 indepenilence, 1lı e reglon|s

prcducti.cn potential cculd be used cnly to the f,uIl ext ent 1f

it i§ loleaşed frorn thc neooclcnj,al divlsicn of labcur, aıd

tf its cJrııt,bries take the rce,d of gccial j ustice, equality in

interna.tional affairs, ancl ba]_anced aııd ratlcnal eoonomlc

davelopııent.

Ttrat dependent capj. talisıa 1ş histcrlca.lly rınyiabl e beccnes

totallyolearinthelightofthefclloı.,ringcİatapresenteilby
Iİ,J expeıte: one_thiıd of Latln Americans liYe in tteİtrene

poveıntylt1 vıhile 10O ınll]-ion pecple go to bed hıırıgıT, Iive in

rİTetcheaı huts or 1n pTllxltive dwellİngs, aı<I are docmed to

privatfion, lgnoraıc e e-rrd ttisease,

llıe backwardnesg cf La,tin Arnerioan ccrıntrieg doe§ nct

depen<l elther on the slze cf territcr1- or populaticn, This is

ocnfiıın.ıd by Brazi1, wbose iıecple sıre stt1l at,Iaiting the

;'Elrac]-eı' ı:ıhi ch bcurgeois prcpaganda h;s advertised fcr §o many

yeara. fhe pclicy of stepped up concentraticn of prcfito in
,the hanits of the ııcnopc!_ies, esnecially foreign ınoncpclles,

the Brazllian delegate said, has ilccmed tens of, ni],lions of

rıorking pecple to dire poverty and has prcduced areas cf

ab§olutepoverty.Nearly40rıi].llonpeopleroaıntheoclıJlt]ryin
gea.rch of 1aıd, work cr better ccnditions,
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Ilcpes cf a

]-4,

"ııiracle" r.rere alş. entertained in 1'e4ı, a,fter

the ta.ke cver by the ıuilltaıx, in 1968. ilc,,vever, I,eğryj,]aJiİe,

CC lo1itica.1 Corıılissicn ııreı,ıb er, Ieruvtan C3, saİd, US iııperİallej

the c].igarchş and the goverrrııen-b are ccnducting an eccncıdc

pclicy ı.ıhi ch ts designed tc slrift tire hartiships cf the crisi s

ontc the ,.,ıcrking pecpleı a:rd rıhich incroeses the cost cf

Ilving, ırnenployııent anrl partiaI eııplcyııent, tha,t affect 54

per cent of the eccncrrı.icelly active populotton,

T}ıe participants in the I]avana Ccnference nc,bed that

d ep end ont e ilcesnctrulecutdevelıpnent,butİtiİcesextrenely
haııper and oven, as a ru}e, ııakes j-mpossible the effcrt tc

cvefĞıme the 'lbarrier cf ba ckvıard,negg " , ı-,ıhi ch tentls to 6ro ı'ı

j_rı vievr of tbe growth cf the prcductJ,ve fcrceg rınder the

Dependence prcduces

depenclence. [o be more precise, 1t ts being reprcduced at

the neıv t,ııtst of the spiral of the evoluticn of ca,p ita.lisnı as

a ıiıor]-d syst eır. fhe forrıs of subordination change, but nct 1i;s

subst€nce, becauşe the basls of, dependence, namely,the vast

s"p l, the leve1 of develcpırent of the produotive fcroeg tn

theeccncnlcallybackı.mrdandhiehlylndustriaU-sedcountrieg
is objectively preserved.

The ınain thing is tc p"'' t an encl to the clcıııİnatlcn' Jcse

i,iaıt1 ııırcte, 'ıof the bruta]- end insattable Ncrt}ı ıüich desptses

ug". L,at j-n r'şnerica must beccme the "hcmelanii cf free men'l ,

for ı,{ıioh marş revcluticnarj. es have fought and, gtven their

liı,,es.

scientific and technical revclution,
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ı5.

}ee ğ+ı&_Şe"ral_ _ lorc e i_n Sgc_ig!f,

fne participant§ in the Ccnference shcrıe'l tbot the

evclution of T.,atin Aırericaı corrntrİes along the ca,nitalİst

road 1eads to the ctevelcpııent of the ıvorklng clas§, It has

grcvrıılnnıımbers,andltsclassself-consoİousnessandıullitancy
have j_noreased. Dver more frequently, lts 

'i 
enand s have a

politica1 tenor. ln cther rıorcls, there is a struggle for Dc;rer,
at

On t,}ıe wtıolİrİ tlıe present stage this struggle tentls to be on an

upgrade, althcugh it is especirlly ccnrnlex and abcunti tn ups

anddcl-ms.§hepecplesof.İheregicnhavesu.ocessfullyvıl.thstccd
theonslaughtbyexternalandinternıloorınter-rovo].utioİı,and
have gone over to the ccunt eı,_off ensj,ve themselves, fhe t]rıee

Victorio!ısrevcluticns_inCubaıl'icaraguaantlorenada..have
steettfastly beaten back al1 the moves by US inperialisnı and the

oligarohyu.ıorlıinghanct-in-gloveı'l.ithit.',Tashingtcnısstrate.
gists a.re a]-arrned at the._prospect cf T,a"bin America slipping frcı,l

their hands. -i]vents in salvaclor shoıı that this ccu].d hanpen

in a faİ.rly short histcrical period. Tlhe nerı ba].aıce cf forces

in .ihe internEticnal arena in favcuI cf ]ıeace (ciesııite the

desperate effort of the united states and ğblna tc ret\ırn

mankind to the cold şıer perictt and tc push it _i;o tiıe l_,rink cf

a nuclea.r ocnfliotj lr, Nat'ou of the ırorld revolutionarTr prJcess,
l

tiıe Sovİet Unicn, the çıİıcle sccielist c ommwı:ity, the naticna]._

liberation end the internaticna1 ı,ıorking-clags mcvement prcvides

a rellable bulınıark for the fig}ıting peoples l,ı]ıİ o]ı enables them

not onJ.y tc ıTin but also tc c] ef enci their vJ.ctoıT.

Aspecia,lsi-tuaticnlı.]slıeentakingshapeinI.,atinAııerlca
ırhi ch diff er§ markedly frcrı ;\sia encl Africa, :üere e struggle

for nationa1 11beration and social emancipetton 1s elso ıınd er ı,ıei,,
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because ıncst İatin .alillerlcaİ ccuntrie§ ar
#

§ccio-eccnon:io develcpnent. 11ı ey have a nuoh la.rger proletariat,
,ı,ılth a greater ccnoentration and higher Ieve1 of pcliticel
ocn§ciougnesg . orır reçlcn he s more than 50 m1lltcn ı.İcrkerg ı
çLtb a:ı aggregate pcpulaticn cf over ]OO n1l1ioni

[he actual g|ı,6ngtb and pctentialities cf, ,bhe rro rking class
can be brought out only by aıelysing its concrete condition,

as speakers, ln fact, §uggested. ]n 1920ı the ı.ıho]-e of__Brgzil

hed only 294rOO0 v.oıkers concentrateci in a few atates, ı,ıi th a
tctal popu3-atlcn of, 30 ıııi].lion; by 19671 the nrıırber of çıorkers

t-ıas teıı tiırıes treater: 3 n_i}licn across the ırhol e territcry.
lleaıııhile, the tctal pcpulaticn hati only treblecl. Add to this
figure the 5 mi.llton wcrkers engaged in a.grlculture,

/ırgentiira a,}sc iras 8 rıillicn İa,ra e ııcikers. Pne specific
fee.ture there is that a quer';er of the prcletarJ.a.t is concentratea

in manuf{cturing| anii nearly 700ıOO0 are agricultural rvorkers.

!]ıere are B5,OO0 eateılırlses enıpl c;ring nearly 60 per cent of
all i-ııduştrial ı.ıcrkers, in Greater 3uencs Alres, the f edera,].

ca,,ıita1.

In Cclon}.ia 1 ı.rhere the economically actıLve population

tctals 7 nil11on, tbere are 3 ııillicn vıorker§ in İo vırr aJıd countııı,
tha industria,l prcletariat cınes tc 9COrOCCı, and its industriıl
core .!1 5O0ıO0O. .-

E]ıe oentrall-sation of ca:ıltal in ,Chile inevitably leacls tc
the conoen'ıraticn of the ,:ıc:king class, and its share in soclet;ı
ha.s b öen steadily growing.

There ls also a roarked growth cf the r:c rking c-l_as s iıİ
ğcuadcr. rn f,ive years a.lcne*I972-I977, the nııııber cf rıorkers
in İnttustry ı,tent up by 22,B per oent, to over 33O}OOO, ııu"ith the

I

]6.

t a. }ılgher leve]- of

/

{

\.
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17.

eccnJmical]-y actİve pcpulatiJn ,bctalltng 2, ı9c1000.

In Urtıguay, there is a,]_sc an ıicce]-eratetl grcvth ln the

nı;uıerica} strength of the vıcrking oIa.ss. rn ],icnt evld ec alıne,
25,7OO enterprises eııplcy 362'000 [fage yJcrkers ı j.re., 68.7 per

cenL cf the eccnırıically active pcpulaticn.

fıe, revclutionaıxr transfcrnr: ticns effected by vclescc

.lrlva-rado ı s nil-i taıy gcvernment 1n leru have led tc a virtua]-

disappcararıce of the landcı,ııer olaşs and a strengthenlng cf theı

positions of the tç,ıc ma.in hostile social g}cuT]s: the bourgeolsie

and the prcletarlat. T_,et us note that the lattef ncıT has a

more ccnscious end orga,nised a.11-y in the peı,saıtry.

A gro ı"ıth cf tlıe class struggle and further socia.l differen,biıı-

ticn are a.lso in evj_clence in ocıurtri.e§ !-fl'ch a relatj.velY 1cı";

1:vel of capitalist Cevelcpnent. Thus, in Oua,temala, the even,bs

cf the 1944-1954 revclutionary deeade, fo1lovıed by the developme.ı-,:;

cf, ca,pİ.ta.lisnı after the victcry of the coruıter_revoluticn have

].ed tc a growth of the rrorking class ln quantitative end qualita-
tive t eı,ıns. In 1954, there rıere 301629 factoılr rıcrker§, a.ıld in
1975*-65rOO0. 0n the cther hand, forıner f a rı:ıhand s ı.,,hc are day-

J.ebcurers, have become agricultııral ı,ıcrkers, eırl there i-c no

dcubt abıut their class affiliatlon.
Similar Dlocesse§ are under ı;.raJ, in cther ccrıntries, fhi§ !,as

clescribed b1, Artrı-rc Valdes lalacic memb er cf t}re 1esıd erslıip
of ihe Sccialtst Revclutj.cnary laı,,iy of 7eru, EıT![u.e__4}_b.eaeggq_,

CÇ ?clitical Acmm:issi_cn member and secretary, C? Hcnduras, Don

Rabc'ı en. lolitica] Bureau member , i',iırkersl Pa,rty cf Jarıalca, encl

c therş.

The llttle ieland cf Guadeloupe aopears tc be the only

excepti.on. 'iiıe reason, üqrEe !i.e4re :ijıs_trJl., CO Political
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1B,

Ccrım:ission member, Guar]elcuoe CC, sa.ict, lleş in t]ıe French
colcniaI ,,.]ro]:e, the factcries,, gra . nc lcnger reoeİvlng any

inveştıxents tc rene,;,ı tiıeir prcducticn assets. In the past feır

years, tha nuıb er cf prcletarians has sha.rply dropped, and ncı;

ccmes to 6 r:er cent of the nopuleticn (3ı7rooo tn 1977), or

20 par cent of the eccncmj-cı}ly active population.

Speakers at the Ccnference m:,de j_t clear that the La,tin

,lşrerican prcletar5.at tends iıcreasingly -bo set itse]-f taşks

rıhi ch go beycnci the frameı,ıcrlı cf na.rrcı,ı class and econoınlc

deıtands, and are crtented upon tleep-going sccial transfoıınaticns.

i}ıe itia].ectics cf thts prccess oonsists in the fa.ct that as the

cla,ss struggl"e deepens, the ı,ıorking class is brought tc the f ore

a.g the force capa,ble of leatling the moverıent for radical chaıges

in society, and crea.tes the condttions for ral-lying rcwıd it
brcail sectlons cf the pcpuJ-a,tion, Of course, historioal
potentialltieg oannot 1n themselves ralse the prcletariat to

the rcle of lee.cij.ng force in a brcail sccia1 coaliticn. ],iuch

here depencls on the ccncrete conditi_ons, on the balance of forces,

but raainly cn the revc].utionaries ı ca.pabili.ty aod sktl1 in
ıoaJıtng the utııost use of fav;urable cpportıuıities for rapidly
ccnverti_rıg the proletariat in the 1eading cless, for relea.sin6

it from the stil1 s-i;rcng influence cf bourgeois ideclcry. This

becııme§ especially J_npcrbant noı,ı that an a,cute contes'c is
moıınting in the region beiıı,een revoluti.cnary and the counter-

revo}utlcna,ıy forces, betıveen the foroes of denocraoy aııti the

fascistFninded reactlon. fhe tragic erperience cf clrile aıd a
nunıb er of cther ccuntries shoııs that react.icn inflicts its
most savage bloşıs a,t the ıvorkJ.ng cle.ss and its pcJ.İ.ti.ca1 vaııguarci,

the Çoınmuni§t, l-{crker§ı, Sccialist and other revclutionaıy
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crgaıi§6,ticns, Sirıultanecrrs!,y,

19.

the irJ eclogiştsı cf tha o o rrııi; e:r-

revo]-uticn have mor:.nted an e*tenslve propaganda oampaign in an

effort tc smear tİıe prcletarlat ı s class struggle anc, pre§ent i-i

a s a dark antı destructive element. The ııartioj.palıts İn the

Havaıa nıeeting saiii: l'9hsre is need nct on],y to rebuff these

ııcves aııd tc drarf on the histcrlcal erpeflence oi the ı,ıcrking-

cla,ss struggle fcr ccnvincing arguments to refute the bcurgeois

ldeologlstsl slanclerous attacks, but alsı tc esserb cneıs

revolutlonaıly ideolcgr.
ixternal aırd Int ernal Allie

fhe proletariat is nct engegeci in its difftoult struggle fcr

emanci.patlcn alone: it has its natııra1 gxternal erıd interna]_

allies. Its eıternal all1es, as the 1975 I{eeting er*pha sised,

are the socia]-ist c oıımuni. t1, couıtries, the nationaI_libera"bicn

mcvenıent anti the i.nternaticnal ı-,ıorking elass, , A noteıior'ij: :-

featuro of the theoreticaI conference in Havana, ı,ıa,s the unaJıiı,ic ı,_:-ı

recogniticn of t}ıe rcle arrcl importaıce of the cbİef revolutiona:_,_-

fcrces of cur epoch.

üıis iş a natural apprcach. Af ter a11, ııany C cmmı,rrıj- s t

?erties,aıdnctcnl.ythey,haveroalisetlfromtheİroıııneİperi:-
tbat these three fcrce§-tlre şccialist c cnımuni t3,, the internat1-

cncl i-,,orking class anct the naticnal-Iiberation 69ygmgİ1{*a_T,ç, t,_,ı

paraşhrase the well_knoı.nr saying, the figı spot b;, r0eans of !,f}rta_:

the oId ıtcrlrI can be mcvecl on. [he Jubeı revo],uticn prcvides

the best evitİence cf this. Tc the a].arrn of the iııperialİsts,

]Iacists and reaoticııeries cf eyery stripe, this truth is ncıv

beİ.ng realiseiİ, together uıi th the Çomııun:ists, blı other revolu_

tionary ocntlngents of latln Anerica fighting for natlona]-

Iiberaticn end socia.I emancipation. on the questİon of external,
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ıllies, -bhe reıi,ı: s entc-ı,bives c,f Scci;,list Iarti-:s anci

crga-nisations ii, t]le regic:, vlıiccti th, sa:ııe-, viı-,i" ag

C cıırıı-ı.n j_ s,t s .

2a"

guerri_l1a.

b.',:.e

sııeakers at the ccnference

given ,bo tlris questicn iı;r
But i.,ho are *1r e interıe,i i _]_lies?

§eid thet nc detailed ans ], Ier cculd b e

e^nlı in ternıticnal fcrum f cr, ,thı.,t' is ,blı e 'pusinesı; cf every

naticna1 ccntingeıt cf the prcletariat, l*nd not cnl}, b ec; :,us e

of the n ıreş ti cir c:f iiıjcvert,j..]ntJill. fl,^ ]l1€, i-], tiıi_ng is the cor:,:er";

untlerstanding cf thr- pı,cbleıı, *s ctheririse it ir; ilnpcssible -i;o

break,;,ith dcgnatisıı.

Al,bhough the asses::nen-bs of -tile ,"ğys cf strırggle anc] cf

allies ııere tio,i: al..ıays u:;:._ıiıırcı_ıs, e11 spe:,}<ers c,ıncentr:,ter] cıı

L.:rints idea that -_. L; i)ıe s,;agcl cf ii]ln e riali rsıı, i,tıen -i;lı e

bourgecisic beccnıes a reac,iicna"-,j, class, tjre prcletaria"L has

,ucplal,t]rerııleıfleadingfcrcencl;only.intiles-i;ruggleİcr'

sccieJisrı,bı-ıta]scinbcurgecis.deııcr:raticıııaticınal-libera.bic-:
and en,ti-iinperialis,b iıcveneats. l_-ı,e shaping alJ-iance cf t]le

orcletariat €nd the peesantr1,, and all the cther rıcrking peop1:

is nci a slcgaı-r brrt livi;ıg realj_ty, Ihe all-enıbra cing systen

cfcapitalistexplcita.İ;icn]-e;ıc]stcasi,ı;uaİicninıı.lrichepart
f rom ,bhe peasantrlı, cther diversa struta cf the pcpı-rla ticn,

nurüleruus grcuDs .,f smEll-h,,J.ders, cfficials, intel}ectuals,

ancl studen-bs movc closer tc the ııorking class,

ıırıan s aıche a, meııb e :ı, cf the ffiü clelegaticn, saj.d in

ihİs c:rrnection:,ı!lıe worsenİng 1j_ving conditicns of the rıcrking

peopleltogetherı,ıİtht]ıesprea.ıofı,ıage-labcuraİııongstrata
notdirectlyi.nvc}veclinthecreatj.onofvaluebutprcnoting
thereprccluctioncfcapitalbringcuttheproletaria.i;among
alltheclassesandgrcupsaİdenlargethepcssibilitiesfcr
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J.ts ııaterial interests
gecticn§ of the pecple,

ccinciding ıçLih the interests

especiall3' rrith thcse of the

of c tlrer
j.;ıııı cv eri s]ı,-., _,

ni.drile strata, the radicalised petty o curgeoisie, the peesa;ı. ;

strata,. ftıus, the 1975 lieeting of

Ccmıırıri st Parties sı.ys; ",Ihe prcletariat seekg to beccme the

the other diemocratio ınd anti-chief faotcr in rallying a}1

iııper5.alist sccial strata".
These İİiverse clğ§ses and sections' 

"'"ıhlch 
haı'e giıİrile'r

living ccndi.ticns and gre subjectecl to erp}oita,tion, constitrıte

a, ııajority of the pecple, and this raajority cbjectivelJ, eots

i,s hlstcrica.l ğub j ect of the prcletaria"rı revolutloırr Fcı: the

[1arrist-].,enİ]l1s t p6rties, the ccncept of, p.ğOp_19 ğcgulİ,es itB
true significence precisely in just such a. context. In his
fa]ııou§ speech, tlHistcry ltil1 Vindicate i,ieli, I|iciel Çastro sa,idı
l'3y people !-ıe me€J!, ııtıen speaking of struggle, t}ıe va.st and

dleprlved mass ıvhl ch ts prcnisecl eveqything aıcl ııhich is deceived

aİral betrayed by everyone, but l,,hich yearss for a be-bter, fa.irer

and ııore fitting hoırelanti. ille have in n:lnti those vıhc have strivei:
foı justice for ages, and has suffered frcm injus,bice and insul,ts

frcıı generaticn tc generaticn. iie have in ıı:inci tbose çıhc ,;lent

,ı,,rie e and great transfcnıaticns 1n every spheıe, those ı-ıho are

prepared tc give their a11, to the 1ast drcp of blood, for the

oause in ııhioh they believe and ı,ılüch they cherish, l]

Ttı e only exception is a sma,11 grcup of the borırgeci_s-

la:ı.dovmer cligarchy a:ıd its servitors in the bııreaucratie

state a.Bparatus, aıd this prcvj-tles the cbject{ve basis for
a brcad pollcy of ı.ıcrking-class al]-1ances. 'fois idea çıas

reaffiı,ıned at the Conference, It ş"as nctecl, in parti.cular, thet
the attairınent aıd consigtent ccnsolidatj-on cf eooncmic

---.-...-.-popuüaticn a$d the nırginal
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22"

indelı cnclenc e--the ba,sis c:i ful1 national İoveretgn,by_is oile

cf the impcrtant goals cf the working-class struggle, 'Ihi s

dces not mea,n tlıe t the dccr is clcsed tc rnembers of other

clagses and secticns cf, the pcpuletion ı,ıho, ı,ııil e pursulng thelr

cı;n interests, are moved bi: oatric,blc feelings ancl prctes,b

againgt oppressicn by tnperi-alism and the o1igarchy,

Car Rafael Rodri ez , CC ?cliti.ca.l 3ureau ııember, CP Cı-,_ba,,

catled cn the ccnferees ic devote speci€], attentlcn to ğome

neıv quresıions" \[iıat, for instance, is the impa ct cn the sccial

structureaİdthea,ctivltyofclassesİnT,atinılmericaoftjıe
fact tha.t highly ccnerete fcrrns cf monopc]-y capi,bcl have alrea,d;ı

ta,ken shape in scme ccuntries? Bü, its veıry nature, nroncpcly

ca,pİtallg]cncyrntobereactlonary,Hciıever,ıılıenfoıııula'tlng
a prcgrarnne of struggle against inperialisrn, theııe is a need

toesta,blishtcı..ıhateİteniitlspossibletcusethecontradic-
ttons, hcıırever short-teııaı ıvhich spring froır the subcrd,lıxation

of oı.ız, eoonomies to foreign moncpolias arr't actlvlff of tbe

trn nsna tiona]-s .

'lEhe presence of moncpoly capitalll, the speaker saJ,d, 'lhes

ı.mpelled sone rıembers of revoluticnaıy organisatlons tc şuggegt

thşt its emergence is a sign tiıa,t the class strugg}e is

şuff,icİentlyı.ıelldeveloped,tiıattheperiodofthenattcnal.
liberaticn revcluticn ha,s passed, anil that the prcletariat

ııus,ü gc cver direotly anil finally to e socialXst ıevcluticn,

iİiscardlng al1 İnteımar}iete stages cf revc}uticnaly struggle.

In thts conteıt, ı.ıe nust ask cu::selves: !ıTs this an inevitable

ccnslusion? on the ccrrect solution of this problerı depends

the a,cicpticn cf a correct cr inccrrect stratery, ıvhich is ı"hy

the aısçer tc İt is not a speculatlve cne, but a vita1 necesıity
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23.

tlıe paıticipants in tbe l{avane, rıeeti.ng erıpha,sis ed the need

for wıity ıri thin the fraııeıycrk of, the exlsting alif,ference§.

','/]ıereas the cohesicn of the Comınrırıists and other revc].u,bionarl es

in Erırcpe in the struggle fcr peaoe is a.s necessaıy (and it i§
iieveloping suooessfu1].y) ag it ls dtfflcult (because tlıe requirecl

degree cf ııri ty he,s yet to be achleveil), ln the iatin l.nefican

and Caribbean coiıntri es the alJ.ianoe of Coınmunists, Sooiallstı
anci young ccntingents of left-ırlng forces is being fcrged step

by step. it is a 1ıri_ne ta.sk cf al1 revclutionaries tc c]-ear

the ".Jay for lt.
Creatlcn cf the Pc1l-i;l ca1 Aımy of iievo].ution

Hoıv ls one tc ırin cver alli es ?

Analysing the class struggle in }ırg$ce ln tho trid-lgth
centuılı1 iJarx eınphasise<i that it :,as nct cnly a ııetter cf the

prcJ-etariatIs understanaiing cf ıüo its allies €.re, but a,lso of

tha }atter Iikeırise real,lsi:ıg that the proletariat oan be thei::

veırguard. /ınd that ccmes cnly frcm practi.oe, the great teaoher

cf tlıe mas§es. ilaıx v,cıote: l]The lrench vıorkerg eculd not ta}e

a step f orvord, could not tcuch a hair cf the bcurgeols orcler,

untiI the ccurse of the revc}uticn hacl aroused the mass of the

nation, the peasants anc1 petty bourgeol§, staniling beti.ıeea tbe

pıoletartat and the bcurgecisie, age.tnst this crder, against
the rule of oapltal, and jıad foıced thenı to a,ttach theırselves

to the proletarians as thej.r protagcnists. ı'4

asgessinp the .ıleoe cf
the prcletariat ancl the pea.sa.ntry, there ıT ene dlfferent
approa.ches ia ansl]ısin8 the role cf the sc_c ed middle stra'üe

4

p. 57.
iiarl ]iaıı and .\reCeriek lngels, .Cşlle_ç_tsğ_{q:$g, ı/c1. 10,

1,1ıi]_e there l,ra s definite ru,ıaniıni-i;y
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2^" ^

aıal ;]].r, n.:-;io]ıa _]. -1.,.,.fae.ri|ri (,-

All-.erbo i -ııncs reDreg e.i: ,ai ,l; j. ve ıf tj1 o C l-) Salvadcr,, exr]resıed
)

his vie..ı as f cilc;;s: ,che ].ıi,].k cİ, ,;;]r j \;!rrliing clas:, cf i,,a]_ııerlıı:

icr the j.ııCustria]_ ııı,.ıle ce,. ı e., ]; , tcck slrape rı-,cent1;,; i,b ıEiiıl"

ccnsists cf f orııcr peasai,],tg ] the 1e\rei cf i,bs c]ag[l ccns ci l,ugneı;_:

iras grc,ırn, ı:ut it is stil]_ inedequa,be, On tlr,: ctlıer baıı,

apart frınr the existiiıg ,trad,i,bioıı_1 :tldılle strata, ne.,, ııid:]_,1_ e

sectiorıs have ar]_sen. ?he:r are c__rnnec-Eod iri-İ;: industr),, ,tı:acle,

,bhe services and st&te admini s tra,bicn "

i'ir._: ccrıntry ? r: , <], eve]_c nııen,i; ,,rit]ıin t]re fr;ıı,ıeııcrk cf

clependerıce iras ]ad iJ a ra.,ıid i,rcl e tarisa ti on of iıasıes cf
peasaı,ts e ı,,.ci ai-., .:cce]era bed grc,,-,th of iıargiııa.1 gr,Jups, ı-ı,ı:,ı-ı-i. ie

i;iıe crisis, th,: jrigher educa ti,.-ıır s;rstem .Jc]ıtiıued t:, exiıarrd,,

i.h:clr ]_ed ,ic tlr.. ğipDeerance of a 1aıge nrımb er cf students,

specialists atı.ci rıemb ers cf t]ıe libera1 ırofessicns, ;,itncu,i

an], prJsDect cf getting e ; olı ulıder the existing systen. r',11

these 1arge secticns are not satisfi:d ç,d.th theiı, ccnclj_ticn.

l'neir protest ]_şs been gro,ıing frı,ı,iı rla;,, tc da;ı, accelera.ting

theiı invclı,eiir:nt in ,bhe ıtruggle tcgetlrer ırith tlıe Dr,_rl e,i,arie t,
j..ı-rnos f urt]rer ı,mphasised t]ıa t unity in -l;he j cint struggle a5ai;.;- ',

dependence cn im.oerialisı_ı, ınd f ..ır freedorn; justlce and sccia1

progress could be at,i;ıinıc] ,94l y if revcf uticnarie:-s belcnging

t:ı different pclitica1 oı:ganisa,bicns understand tha,i that is
precisel;ı the sccia]- basis on ,;dlich the ıeıı 1eft novement has

energed and exists j_n Latin ,,rılerica. . . . i7e believe tha,'u tjıe

reascn fcr the fairly i..ide-spread phencmen,on, ı,,tıen Ccıuııııni s t
parties in backırard, depeiıdent ccruıtries dc nct rise tc the rcle
of revclutionaIxı v only in the fact tha ";rd ınl]-l be fcı:ıd not
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the sccia,l basis in tlıese ccuiı,tri r,s favcurs the emer

ıınevı 1eft,, fcrceş, but also in tıe faot that it pfc

ğtrolfthofpopulistanilbcurgecİs-refcraiettrenclgvıhichno..ı
and a6ain have ileep rcots.

llıe saıre pcint ı,ıae ııaaie by representatives cf the Ccsta

Rica revclutionaries i-ıho presented a coınnon paper on behalf of

the }ecplei s Vanguard Party cf Ccstg Rİca (Ccmıırr:ists ) a_rıd tc

tvıo other organisaticns: the Ccsta liican Şcoia],ist Party ancl

11.. ;ç ecple l s Revolutionary l,icvement. f}ıe pcıper §oys: ııSome

e sguıjıe the.t t}ıe roiddle gtrata have a,h,ıays-in the acttcn in

Lı,bj-n America. cver the past 20 years at any r; te--fc1lorred in

the ıiake of the b,-ıurgeclsie, anc] tlır: t tlıetr revo}uticnary

pcteni;ial virtually equals zerc. fLre actvoca,tes of this thesis

refertctheeıl.rerienoeoftherevclutionarymcvementinthe
ccufğe cf which the vıcrking class, becauşe cf itş rreo.k/Yıess,

Eıa s unable to secure the leadership, and it passed into the

handlscfthebcurgecisie,ı'.iıichcarrlecls,lJngw.ithitthe
ınidttle ğtrats as rıeJ_1, becsuge cf their i tl.D-folaır sccial na.tura.

It r.ıa s ncted in this ccntext, tbat the prcbleın j,g most

a,cute in Ccsta Rica, ııüıere the mlddle strata aıe verxr large,

fcr it ls largely due to their struggle that the countıly has

develo_oed dgıclerıccratic traiİltions aıtı scclal 8ains. 1']ı e worlr-

ing claos and its organisations must, a,s they did in the pa,st,

taıe thı§ into acccrııt, ııalntairıirrg ccnstaıt contacts ırith the

ıaiddle strate and preventin6 therı from bein5 ııoıipulated by

the rultng classes.

@ıa_aı_{aeqgı, Genera1 Secreta.ry of the Peoplers hogressive

Party of Gııyana, d ec).ared , f or hls part, tha t "0ı\yaıı8 
r 9

exlıerience shc ı.rs' up the ı-rea Iı aspects of petty-bcurgeois

25,

gence cf.
rıotes the
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26,

nattonalign aıxd confiffıs the two-foltl 'feature of the petty

bourgeotsie ac a c}a§s. At some sta,ge lt accepts the J"eadership

cf the ı"ıorking alass and has a progreselve ro],e to pley, a,cting

from aıti-imperialişt postticn, and starıcitng up for an lnd epen-

cient nationa3. econorıy. But the other trentt ccmes tc prevail

at the fo].loıd.ng ştage. 1lıe state, cont:ıolled aıti direöted by

the petty bcurgoclsie, becomes not on),y aJt Xnstrrıılent for the
the

a.corınulatİcn cf oapltal for the beneflt of/petty and mlcldle

bourgecisle, but a!-so aı ins,brıınent for oppressing and putting

il oşın the nass of the ıvcrklng people",

fiıe penama delegation macle a contributicn to the d,iscussion

cf this guesticn. C]-etc },Ianue1 § ouza , CC Political 3ureau

member, Peopl-e's Party of Fanama 1 saiti that "At t}ıe preseat

ıtage oi the revcluiionary process tn Panana, vlhl ch j,s anti-

iırrperial-ist 1 a sizable section of the nationa,I bourgecisie

has acteil together rri th popular forcesı ı,orkers, peasaots,

represeğtatİves of the nıiddle strata anil the petty bourgeoisie.

If the working class failg--aı the culnıination period cf the

naticnal crİgis-_to spread its ideııloglı eıtensively eırcugh1

tc assert its policy cf allj-ance ıTith the peasantry, this, cn

the one hand, iıas aı effect on the revolutionary aots of the

nilitary, 1. e. , a "revoluticn fıcır abovel;, ııh j, ch is c,ırried cut

in isclation frcın the masse§, and on the ot}ıer, induces some

şectioıg of the na.tional bcurgecisie to join to the bloc of

fcrces taking sbape at the given mcınent, But lts influence

is eıpressed. sc st::ongly thaı the prccess is given a bcurgecis

content, al thcug!ı. the ınilitaryı ıüo come froıı the peop}e,

ooı,Linue to play t}ıe rcle of leader.
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as its supp c]:t and ma but nct as j.ts chtef motive fc::ce.

.it tlre sarne tinıe, tire niddl-^ strata and -bhe petty bcurgecisie,

vacilluting betıveen ,bhe iCeclcgy cf the bcurgecisie arıd the

prcletariat, nave a sens.: cf ıuı.c er-b a inlcy , indecisicn and fear

cf an;, deepeaing cf ,bhı, bransf crrnatj.cns.

0n this ques-bicn, the ;lrzentiniaıı ücıimunigtsl stand ııas

expreısed as fc]_]_c,:s. The prcblem cf elliances is cf ı,ital
iı.ıpcrtance fcr the ıtoriring class, because its vanguard ıirust pu.:|,ı],-,-e

';ir e rigiıt st..,ategy and c]ıcosc the correct tactics in -the light
cf each ccncrete ıicnrent. The Cl lrgentina h9s ''l ong since \7orkecl

cut a clear*cut gtrategy enviıaging the attainment cf the broades"ı

unity, including bcth the ııc:rking class and the bulk of the

netiona1 bcıırgeoisie, a ı-rni ty ,;,,,hc s e c entra,l core is E ır-forker--

forc e .

ihere have begn periods in the couıtrJı ı-.ıhen it seemed thet

such a uni ty ,"ıa s c]ose or actuall;, achiever]. Jut even ı,,,hen

th.ıt ı.,as true tc sonıe extent, i b ı;z s the bourgeoisle thai played

the role of leeder and deiacnstı,ated its inability to deenen t]ıo

incipient process, iiany errcnecus1;, believed thet ?ercnism,
,,ıhich rooted in the ıııorking-c le s s mcvement ıva s capabJ_e cf playing

this leading rcle. But they failed to ta]ie : -Lntc aocoır:rt 'rhe

bourgecis-naticnalist chara.cter cf his ideolcg1.. llıat is ı,hy

it is right and impo:,tant to dra,,", the ccnclusion that the reason

ı,,,hy reaction has naintained its dominati.on, despite the breacı.th

and pc,,rer cf popular acticn is that lt had ideological aiıd
,l:ıcli_tica1 ccıtrc1 cf the ııra sr]es.

27.

TJorkers, peasan,ts, stuCents and a1]_ the ot]ıer ıvorkiııg

pecplr_, talçe an active part in t]ıe revclı_ıti cnarlr ,]f,rccest, acting

peasant alliaıce, in ;ıhich the prcleta-riat acts as t]re 1ea.ding
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?B,

.ittainroent of the d esired gca1+,-a democra,tic , a8rarian

aıd anti-lııperielist revolution del,eloüing along the road to

socielism-reqrrires the inflictİon of ş flna1 tlefeat cn fascj_sı:l,

establishment cf g broacİ publİc dlalcgue çrithcut any ccndi,f İıns,

unificatl_cn cf civilial,ı and ııil-ita,ry f crces rorıad a j ciıı-t

miaimwı progra]ume, and the creetion of a ınifiterT_ctvilian

ccalition government seeking tc reneı,ı demccracy.

Thequesticncfthep]-aceofthenationalbourgecisİeinthe
anti-fascİst frcnt ııas elsc reisec] bı, thu C]rilean Ccırıııunists.

I.b iıas noted, in particular, tha,b irıperi:lisıı seeks, ııith tlre

aid of fa,scisnı, to iıııplaıt state-mcncpoly capitalisıı iir the

cııuntry. Looa1 financial c]_ans iıpose theiytıi11 on şcne stra,ta

cf the bcurgecisle, i,,,hil e ruthlessly ruining others. ltı e

grc,.ring competition rı.nd or fascisıı cuts a.oross the interests cf

the bulk of th€ bourgeoisie a_ııd even of some of the sma1l groups

cf the finenci-al cliga"rohy, ı,,rhich have no key positions ıtlthin

the dlctatcriaI pouer system. Speakers empha,sised this idea of

Jcrva,lants as erpressed in the do o ı.rment our lemocratic pno ectı

the alternative is nct to create a §ocialist or a bourgeois

state in place of the fasoist state, but to replace it by a new,

demccrattc popular systeın that wculcl ııa,ke possible changes

dictated by the cbjecttve necesslty of social deve}cpment.

§he rıaj.n thing ls to brtng about, f olIonrlng the overthrov,r of

fascisrı, , as this ,.ri11 rıake it
pcssible to restart the produotion facilitieş now lying id.le

İ.n industıy aıil agriculture, ı,ıhil e stmultaııeously provliiing jobs

f cr ;- pro}etarj.ans , erıployees, speci.alists aJrd nembcrs of the

1ibera1 professlons, aıd also for nillions of C]xi]. eağs in exlle.
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fnis ls in the intereşts of the \Jvorklng ola,şs, tbe unemployed,

the employees ı the ggıni-proletarlaJıs, the artisans, the va,st

najcrity of, the ııır8]" pcpu]-gtion, the tra,ilers 1 the oııırıers of

transport faoi.lities, members of the liberal profe§§J,ons) eğd

broatİ strata of the natj.cna1 bcıırgeolsie. That is untİoubtedly

cne of the key lssues tn the e§tabll§hment cf an anti-fascist

alliaıce.
}Ioı;eı,er, scme speaiers cast doübt.,qn the pcsslbility of the

naticnal bqurgeoisie taklng part in an anti-imperieüİs

Thcse ı,ıho held tbis vieuı1 notably, repredentativeg of scme

C]rilea:ı orga^rıisations, came orıt in favour of a. purely anti-

capitelist prcgra]ııro e in the fight against inperlalisıı,
It ı,ra s 9]-8c ncted at the Conference tha,b the fndiaı

populatton1 which is flghtin5 for its rlght to have ccrnıırınitles

aıd land aıd to safeguard i-bs ou]-tural values, ccuJ.d also be

invclved in the struggle against reaottona,ıy, racist arıd prc-

imperialist o1igarchies. This ııras suggosted by spea,kerş from

Chile, ğuatema,la and Peru.

The a,llianoe of the -.ocrklng class ınith other eıploiteıl strat€i

of the population tends to aıise, as a rul"e, aş a, result of an

agreement between two or nore political or sooiai organtsations

cn ,bhe bagis of a jolnt prcgrarnme providing for ııore cr less

long-t errn ccoperation. The progressive fcrces of the Latln

Americe face a nııırber'ef coomon tasks: liberation from imper5.aliı,;

dependence, natlonalisotion of foreign ccmpanJ.e§, contro]. cf

1ccal industry, a ra.dica1 agrariaJr refo:ıı, ııodernisa,tion of

technolcgies both in induetry and in agrioultııre, a genuine

restructuring cf the systen of education aJed ellminatlcn of

illitera,cy, the raislng cf the peopleı s materia1 aıd oultura1
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3a.

s,r;L:idardsj, d enc cra tise..tion oİ |,lu'rJlic iife, etc, İc,.Jay,

sl,.oh a prcgra]I!1e could be signecl by suffici,_ıntJ_y influe;itiı.l

pcli'bical circfes in ma n}, co,.ıntries,l cf the ccntinen';, fcrces

repre s ent ing the vcrking class, the peasan,bry, the rıiddle urben

st:ra.ta, the int elligent sia, i;he pet,by bcurgecisie and a section

cf tlıe uiddle bcurgecİ.sie" rt is possible fcr then tc set up an

;,11iance provided the strı"ıggle lıas reached a levef r"/h en the

clearly f ormı.rla t erl idea cf ııı.it1, goes hcnıe tc broad (even if ııot

ı]_1) secticns bf ijhe pcpı-rleticn ı-Ihich are obj ective11, alli,;s
of ,l;he Ccrımunists aıcl ctiıer revoluiionary fcrces.

T'he prcletarian party is fa,ced iıith the task no,+; of

brushing t]ıese esir]e, nct of enter-baining the hcpe that in -the

cc,lıcrete ccnditicns blıe difficulties cf the alliance ,ri11 na,ke

therıselves kncrnı, but to preoare for t]ıeir emergence and their
overccııing sc as tc musteı: a11 the progressive forces.

!h-is crucial_ J_mpcrta:ıccı of the uınity of thı prcgressive

f ı]-ices, in the f irs t pla,ce, cf their revolut j_onary ccntingents,
,.,ıa ı ncted by the clelegates cf Cuba cn ,bhe streng,bh cf their c r.m

experienc:, There ,;ıa s gcod reascn, they sa,ld, \r/hy Fide1 Castro ıs

lleporb tc the ]ıirst Congress ıf the ClJ Cırba, ı.ıa s symbclicall_y

eıı.t j, t]_ ed ''Unit;, llas Led Us tc Victcry", fcr this reflects tjıe

po;itive ccntributicı made bJ, the Cuban revc]-utlon in sclving
,this prcbleııı.

xxx
.i,ıery figure cf speeclı is ccnventiona1 , but there is stil1

gıcd reascn tc ccrıiıare the I_,a tin li:ıerican ccntinent ı,ri th a zone

cf vclcaıic aotivitJ,. It 1rnnlies tbat everlı volcano has an

explcsive substance, although t}ıe eruption of one ı,o1canc
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3L,

dces not necesearıly have tc leatı to the eruptı.cn of cthers.

ihe differences shculd a]-sc be borne in nlnd, One mus,b realişe

tha,t t}ıey aıe eıpressett ıvi thın the franeı,ıork cf one and the same

historioal prooess. Tllıe Ie,tln ,A.,nertcan reglon oontalns a,bout

]O ootuıtries. They a1]- have a simi].aı past, a kindred cı"üture

and gecgraphica.l prorinı:i ty. Ttıey are fecod ıT ith a coıımon en eI\y--

f or .ğ}ıe seocnd ttne ln thelr hiş,i;cry: f irst , the colcniallsm cf

the Euı"opeaJı power§, end ncw US J-nperialisn. ,l bit-ber struggle

is wlder ııay everyıT}ıere. S trikes breaJ< cut , guerri-lIa, rınits

fight battles, the Eıa.sses a,re ııobiliserl, prctes':g are issued,

coups are staged and bloody repressions morınted, Liore najor

upheava.ls 1i e aheatl.

The scctai structure of latin .Americaa hnd Caılbbeaı

coıuıtries 1ş suoh tha,t lt is not cnly the Coınııunlsts that think

tlıa,t the revclutlcn is inevitable. It ls on the agend:ı, althougl.

nc cne, cf ccıırs e 1 intends to set a preoise da,ta..

iiıe thecretical oonference sumıced up the inpcrtance cf
sccic-eoc!ıonJ c fa.ctors ciete:ndning the revclutioneıy struggle

at the centre of, ı,,tıich standş the prcletarj.at. It al.so shoıııeci

thct this struggl e oarrnot be suspended. If the vanguaril is
or:pable of ıorrectly directing the a,ctlcn of tbe masges, no

reacticn csn stcp the-m, Direct a.ıroed tnterventlon, Fidel Castro

says ş ,:rould merely produc e more ',ii etİıaimg .

i/hile the theoretical ccnf erence wa.s rınder ı,ııay ln Havaıa 1

Salver]crı s faşoist-ııinded gaJıg assassi.Bated Archbislrop Oscar

Arnulfc Romerc, ,i;h e heacl of the ccrı.ntıy ı s Catholic Cf,ıurch, Iınc,ı.n

fcr his ccuragecu§ statemants agalnst the oligarohy eıd i.ııperialis: ,

in the pre§ence cf hls parishicners, wbile he ııe,s officiating
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32.

at maesr lhis has ha.ppenetl fcr the ftrşt tlne i.n }ristory of the

ccntineıt. Coulii there be more conviacing evldence of the greai

intenglty of t}ıe o1ass struggle? flLıere is grcıving tllvision in
the C}ru:ıch anil the arqr, tuJo sccia_l tnstitutions ,.rhlch have

trectltionally oateretl for the interests of the ruli.ng olasscs.
l

][eitber the Chıırch, nor\he arny are at al1 ıınited abcut <lcing

,i;he w111 of the exploiter m:incrlty.

iven the big bcurgeolsie is s Iit 1nt<,ı v rious grcups arıd

facticns. It begins tc uıdeı,stancl t]ıa t the silence of ,üiı. e

graveyerd established by the facist reglme is short-1iv ci . Tlı,,-,

fa,soist ıısclution'l tends to sha,rpen the contracilotions even in
the upper tlers cf the scctal pyranid, a fact ,. ıüich creetes

the oonditions for,,J:lrrnlng neiv allies fcr the mq.sses.

TLıe particlpants 5.n the ocnference stated that these

constaJrt changes and cla.shes intensify the interna1 teısions,
signal.li.ng, 1ike vc]-canlc smcke, tbe 1coming eocial erupttons 1

lılıe prccess ha,s brcught out the factors ı,ıhJ. ch prevent the

proletarlat fron using the 'lexlılosive substance.' of the ccnfllcts
that arise (these oannct be solved ıırlthin the frameı,ıork of
dependent oa,pi.ta.J.lsın) tc carzy out the pecplets demooretic ğı<l

liberatlon revolution pavlng the way for a, new society without

dıp].cl.terg anil extrıloltecl.' For that iş tbe cnly soctety cape.ble

cf suoceşsfully rea.llsing the strategy of ellrourıcl development.

'Jıe subj eot of the oonf erence, I'avel Au er CC meınber,

0P Czechoslova,kla and !0.a Dxecutive §eoreta.ry froıı Czeo]ıoslovaki: ,

said at the ftnal session, is of great interest for tbe
revolutiona.rieg nct cnly in T-,a tln jıınerİoan and Ca.ribbea.n ccwıtrle;-,,,
but also of otb,er regions cf tbe ,.,ıorldı for al1 thcse ı.],.ho ,;{aırt
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33,

their corıntries to be free1 §cvereign antt inclependent, equal

and enj oying the benefitş of peaceı democraoy and goclal progre§:,

f!ıe ilavaıa l,,ieeting ,;as 1tself a ııaıifesta tion of the prcfcıırx),

sense of §clld8riw connected v,rl th internaticnallsra, the prc1.6ı_

tarietrs mogt 1mportant ıveapon. It is lnternaticna.l1sn that

enables one to take the advanced , tand of genııine patriotlsn_

A11 delegates, point5.ng tc the nıırıertca]- grovrth of the prcleta-

riat aıci ito potential allies, whc make up the vast majority

of the ;ıopula tJ.on, nctecİ tha.t the ccuntrİes cf latin fuıerica.

a.ncl the laribbeen have an invincible revc],ui;ionaış fcrce

that has been groıT ing eıtremely fest. In the epoch of the

genera.l translticn from capitalisn tc socielism, thls force is

a.ble to break the fetters of fcrelgn oppression aıd tts J.ocal

benob.men ln a historically short period.

Elhe particj.pants İn the conference at Havana were unanlmous

in believing that the revclutiona(y forceg of In,tin /uneri carr

and the caribbean as a y/hcle ;,fere preparecl to atlvanoe from an

explaıa,tion of the world tc its revolutionaıy ohange. It ls
ihe grc ı",tng role of the ,ırcrking olass in every sphere of sccia]-

1ife, its polltica.l m9turity and muoh higher ftgtıtlng efficİency

that çerrarıt such an opt,inıistic ccncluşicn.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



I xlL L
IL

U}]ITY AT THE GRASSROOTS: BASIS I'OR AI.,IIAI{CE§

onis chxistofinis
CC Politlcal Bureau menber,

Progressive ?arty of the i{orking People of Cyprus (A]gr.,)

The policy of class and politicaI. allİances is a najor

coinponent of the activity, strategy and tacticş of AKET" In

pursu,i ng it , the party invariably acihere s to Merxist-T.,eninist

principles, iioing its best to use iıx the conditions of Cyprus

ttıe vast experience gained by the interııatioııal communist nıcve-

rıent. we consider that both the present clomestıc situation and

the tense wor]-d situation, vıh:ich is fraugbt with nuclear

dj.sasterrnecessitate the fornıation of the broadest possible

coalition of forces to e]_iminate the dangers threatening our

people and the whole of huınanity.

Yie attach pr iıııary iııportance to working class unity, to

strategic alliences of the working cl.ass with poor peasants,

progressive elementş of the ıniddle classes and intellectuals,

and to tactica1, short-term agreements with otber class force§

and theiı parties. jJ{ET, p:ıoeeeds İroın leninıs proposition that

t]ıe ultimate, strategic goal-s of the working c].as§ do nct

contraclict genera1 clemocratic goals apd are ınutually complemen_

tary. lYhile giving priority to tasks impo§ed by this or that

stage of the struggle in the countly, we Comınunistg never Tenounce

tlıe class objectives cleteıminiııg the ııature of our party.

D
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2

Communist poJ-icy couples the defence of peace, rıational
jıldependence and democracy with mobilisation of the working

class to fight for better living and workiı:g conclitions and to

accomplish its historical nission, whj.ch is to build socialisn.
[he interests of tbe pıoletariat coincid.e with tbose of the

najority of the people. Ancl while the patriotic section of

the national bourgeoisie rerrıains opposed to the proletariat
in the socj.al sphere, it alJ-ies itself with the latter in resist-
ing aggression and 1n fighting for peace.

MaTxisnFleni^rıism and the Communists ı international experien*

ce have shovrn that cooperation with other forces iı defend:i.ng

peace and clemocracy require patience ancl tact j:ı orcier tc
achieve closer cooperation on these issues and, where pcssi.ble,
,bo spreaci it to other issues, for instance, econonic developrıent

in the interests of the ınajority of the people. In seeking

unity of action of the ıvorking people on these issues, the

party works to drğw as ınany of them as po§sible into the fight
fof peace anii irrt o internatj.onal solidaıity actions.

The policy of alliances as conceived by T.,,enin İs an art.
It encounters major roadblocks, prirnarily in the forrn of tena-
cious enti-comrnunist prejutlices among prospective all;es and

partners. When national fronts are set up, rıationalişts often
dlscriminğte agalnst the Communists, consialering groundlessly
that LıIarıists cannot be patriots because tLıey are interrıat icna1-
ists. AKEIJ has proved its patriotism by deeds. No amount of
slander can refute the fact that durlng 3ritish co].o]xial rule
our paıty lecl the people l s polltical. struggle for U.beration
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3

and that afterwards it was the ııainstay of cyprj_ot independence

and macle nuınerous sacrifices in resisti:ıg the conspirators

and turkish "ggr"""orr1 
and i_zı clefendi:rg ciemocracy and natiıına1

iıdependence. We must admi.t, however, that cooperation is

occasionally handicapped by our own sectarian mistakes, b;, ouı

rıaking too high ciemancis on partners, such as are out of keepiııg

ıgith their 1nterests and the leveJ- of their ideologica1 and

politica1 maturity.

In carrying on our activity, inclucting our policy of

alliances, we attach specia1 importance to correctly corıbi-n-ing

the national with the internationalist. lI'Je do this with due

regard to both the existence of two commurıit ie s--Gıeek and

Turkish--in our state ancl the fact that Cyprus lies in the

Ea stern l,{ecliterranean, one of the tttrouble spot§'t of the planet,

Cypriot Cornrnunists fought in the ranks of the Spanish

Tnternational Brigades in the 1930s, and now they join actively
in every interrrat iona1 campa ign of solidarity with the

s,truggle of the peoples of Cuba, Algeria, Vietnam, Afghanistan,

Ethiopia, Palestine, South Africa, E1 Salvador, I{icaragua and

other countries. rn turrr, tbis solidarity makes for stronge:

international support of our peoplels patriotic struggle.

The dialectical unity of the national and the interrraticn_

alist also expresses itself in the Communist-led movenıent of

Cypriot public opinion against the foreign bases on our soi1.

lhe moveınent is patriotic, since real freedom, securj.ty and

indepenclence wi1l be impossible for as 1ong as the bases are

t]ıere. Besides, th,e bases serve imperialism a§ a bridgehead
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4.

for aggression throughout our regİon, arid this lencts the fight
fcr their abolition an interrıationalist character.

The Communists of Cyprus have been pursuiJıg their policy
of alJ.iances on an i:ıter-national basis ever since the beg iruıi:ıg

of the revolutionary movament on the island. As far back as the

1920s, the Communist ?arty of cJrprus called on aIL ğreek and

Turkişh Cypriots, on all working people, to act together

ı,ıitlıiı. a unitecl l1beration front against British colonial
rule. An article published in its newspaper, Neos. Anthrop o s

cn January B, 1927 , said that ''a11 the parties ıvh:ich realise
the need to free C;'prus nust alirect their efforts|ı towards forril-

that
ing this front ancl / "aIL anti-British elernents, vıhether

they side with the bourgeoisie or the pro3.etarlat and whether

tlıey are §reeks or Turks, must cooperate in the struggle

agaiııst foreign dominationr| .

Ours is the only party haviıg hııncirecls of Turkish Cypriots
i_rı its ıanks. Dervis A1l Kavazoğlu, a mernber of the "Aİ(EL CC

killed by Turkish terrorists, was a hero of a11 progressive

Cypriots and a synnbo1 of friendship aroong ınenberg of differ-
ent ııationalities. Thousands of Turkish Cypriots belongeC tı
tiıe Pancyprian Federation of labour (PEo), the 1argest ırational
trade ıırıion of the country, an organisation Iect bJ, the Conınunists

unti1 1974ı when the island and itş population were partitj...ıned.

The party ancl the nass organisations led by it alrıays
sirive for cloEe relations between the two communities. A broad-

-based Commission for Closer Relationş set up on AKET,ı s ini-
tiative caıried on work to this end, and recoınmended tlıe go-

,
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5

vernment to issue a Declaration on the'Rights of Turkislr

Cypriots, which it did.

Tn gpite of the difficulties and obstacles created b;:

Den}çtası head of the reglme imposed on the Turkish-occ upied

part of the islanci, ?E0 anct Devis (progressive trade unir,n ıf
Turkish Cypriots) as well as right-wlng trade unions of the

trıo comr.ıunitie s--SEK and Türksen--ma intained contacts bet,ıreen

tirenıselves. At a conf erence held in London (l,Tovember 1984) ,

six trade union organisations of Greek and Turkish Cypri,ıts
j o j_:ıtly discussed socia1 security problems. In 1985, nat j.oııa ]-

trade unions conceıned themselves in Nicosia with the prıbleııs

of a soc j.a1 security fund, the dockers and fruit-packing
ııorkers.

large ctelegations of the trvo coınmunitie s attended world

peace forums in Sofia and Prague, w}rere they issued joint
statenents in favour of peace and an independent, soveıeign,

united, federal, non-aligned and fu1].y demilitarised Cyprus.

'ihese staternents were signed by AKET., and the Demooratic

?arty (D?) 1ed by President Spyros Kyprianou and operating on

the free territory of the island, the Turkish Republican

Party and Party of C ommunaI T,ibeıation active in the occupied

area, by trade unj.ons, youth organisations and peace connj_,itees

of both parts of the countıy, as wel1 as by many other or6ani_

sations. Until recent}y, intell.ectuals repTe sent jJrg botlı s_Ldes

met in Nicosia and outside Cyprus.

Ever since it was founded (t941), AKET.,,, succes§or to tlıe
Cornnıunist Party of Cyprusr2 has been strivi.ıg for the f orııatioır
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6.

of an alliance of the working class, the peasantry and the

nj.ddle strata. As a result of its efforts and the mobilisation
of 1ıgulh and wornen, the paııty laid the grounalıvork for a uııii;ed

Communist-led front of working people known as the Popular

].lovement. This is the nost powerful social and political aligrü-
ııent on the island, and whlle it does not yet speak for tlıe
ına jority of the population, 1t is a major factor of p:_,ace,

socia1 progTess, antl the iııdependence of Cyprus.

Along wi-th left unity, unity of ection on current igsues
ı,ıas achieved by trade unions of different politica1 affillation.
Efforts by the Communist 1eadership erıabteal PEO to cooperate

uit}ı SEK, the nationalist trade union, on a permanent basis
and Et every stage from the exanination of a problenı to
the advanclng of ciernands, the organisation of strikes ancl

co]-1ective bargainj-rıg.

This unity of action, whlch is based on cornmon econonic
and social pıoblems, is all the more İmportant since tlıe pro-
portion of organised wage and salary earner§ ranges from 8O

to 85 per cent. Thls expla lıos why rrationalist unions cocperate
ıviih us in tbe defence of peace, the fight against racisn in
South Afrlce and other internationa1 aot j.ons.

A distinctive aspect of the working clags rıovement in
Cypıus is that, unlike other capitalist countries .of Euıope,
Cyprus has no socia)- tlemocratie movement of the classica1
t;,pe. Whereas the comrnunist rnovemenlaştyOypTus has a record
<ıf nearly 60 years, the ilsocialj.stiı / known as the Unif i.ed

Democratic Union of Cyprus (EDEK) came into be i_rıg only 16 ,,ears
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7

ago. -EDEK enjoys harclly any iıfluen"" 969ng th€

peasants. The petti-bourgeois jııtellectuals are

base .

rvorkers andits
/ nain soc i al

AKEi., has alway§ espired to tactical naturity. In upholcling
cla§§ demands under British co1-onial rule, it gave priorit;
to ltberation froın that rule. During Wor]-d War II, the part;-

saw the paramount task in fightiııg against Hit}er fascism,
and on June 15, 1943, its CC urged its membershlp to join
iı this fight. By combinJ,g principle with flexibility and fo11ow-
ing a policy of alllances in the struggle against colonial
ru].e and fascism, the party increased its influence and rvon

stronger positions among the people.

The anti-fascist war, the heroic offensive of the libe::at-
ing Red AJrny antl the Greek Resi§tance provided favourable
contlitions for inplenıenti:ıg a tlecision of the Third AKET.,

Corıgress (April ]!{{) whicb called for the formation of a

uniteii front to carry forwarci the liberatton struggle. In
October of that yeaı, a conferbnce of parties and masş orga-
nisationg signed a protoeol on cooperation ancl reaohed ogreernent
in princ iple on establishing a Nationa1 Council. However, rcsist-
ance from anti- qommunısts and the cıvil ıvar that broke out in
Greece in December 1944 made it impossible to set up the ç:un-
cil.

Nevertheless, ou! party kept up its effort to achievo
unityrespecially through contacts with progregsive mernbers of
the national bourgeoisie and diverse democratic elernents.
During the 1945 municipal elections, AKET.ı and the l{ati;na]_
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o

Front, whi-ch compriseal various left-wing mass organisations,
formed i-rı common with other democratş a Nationa1 Cooperation

31oc that won the elections in most cities. comınunists becane

fla;ıo3g of limassol and Famagusta.

The peoplels liberation struggle lyent on gathering [ıolıie o-

tuııı. In January 1955, the AKEL CC callect for the forınal

_lnstitution of a United ?atriotic Front calling in its minimuıı

programme for the full anal unquslified se lf-de te rnination of

the Cypriot people. The party saw this as the fundaııental

and nıogt pressing task. It urged al1 the GTeeks and Tur]üc .f
the island, regardless of itleologica1 or other differeı]ces,
to unite in strug8le against the repressive policies of the

colonia1 authorities, agai]xst the foreign bases and foıiha
denilitarisat ion of the country.

In 1960, our people won limited i.ndepencience, and the

Republi-c of Cypru§ was founaled. But the national libırati-ı
nıovement went on. The three guarantors-3ritain, Greece siıd

lurkey-iınposed their diktat. British iınperialism retained
its bases on the island. curbs on independence hampered unfai.l-
ing enforcement of the Constitutj-on.

Rightly definj_ng that period of the struggle as a nat,jcna1

liberation stage, AKEL declareal for the formation of a

pancyprian unitetl !'ı ont on the basis of a minimun prograınne

ancl for the broadest possible anti-imperialist unity of the
people. It backed the efforts of Archbishop Makaıios, the

first president of the republic, towarals consoliciating the

ıationa} sovereignty and territoria1 integrity of Çyprus and
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defeating chauviırist atternpts to set t.he two communities ageinst
each other and the subversive activity of EOI(A .2, the fascist
organisation executing imperialisnoıs will under the rıationat-lst
slogan of enosis.

After the 1974 events and the Turkish invasion, we raised
our sights to the formation of a national unity governnıent. iloıv-

ever, diffexences betıveen other parties prevented the achievenıent
of this goaI. Thereupon a National Counci1 enbodying natiı:ıa1
politica1 unity was formed, with Makarios as Cha irrnan. The

unifyilg centre at the grassroots was the coordirıa tiıg ccnırnittee
of Parties and Organj_sations. On the initiatlve of our part;,
the committee secretariat vıa s also proclaimed cypriot coıainittee
for European Secuıity and Cooperation, a ınove reflecting a

cornbination of the nationa1 with the iıternationa]-ist and t]ıe
connection between the struggle for nationa1 inclependence anc]

the struggle for peace.

We Cornmunists have always ilone a11 in our power to stı.ğag-
then ant i-iınperialist uni.ty anct ınake it more active. In f :Lglıt iıg
against Turkish occupation, we spared no effort to bıing
the two communities closer together in a joint struggle egaj-ns,i
imperlalisnı, for the restoration of the iııdependence and ierri-
torial integrity of cyprus ancl for its non-a lignment and fu11
denıi 1ita risa t ion.

The politica1 platform for achievlng unity to save t]ıe
country was worked out by the Nationa1 Council, with the c onıIru-

n:i-sts participati.ng. The platform provided for a peacefı.ıl settle-
ııent ruljırg out an armed struggle unless it was iınposed on tiıe

o
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10.

people; a negotiatetl solution of the ethnic problem wii;jıi:ı tiıe
framework of the IJN, iıl 1ine with the resolutions on C;prus
and the agreement signed by lvlakarios and Denktas in 1977,3

closer relations between Greek and Turkish Cypriots as a
necessary step to facilitate and finalise a fair settle;ıeııt.

Our party continued chaınpioning unity of the people after
],Iajcarios ı death as well. A consistent policy for unity plus
influence among the people4 erıabled it to take the initiative,
,ıvlth the resu].t that, following consultations in Apri1 1932,

AXEI and the D? signecl an agreeınent on democratic cooperation.
rt was not an ordinary inter-party agreernent but an inter-class
politica1 alliance under a minimum progTanme.

The miniınurn prograınme and the agreement on deınocrct-,*_c

cooperation were assailed by reactionary iroperialist forces,
ı,ıhich refused to stop plotting with a view to ınakiı:g the ı.ıhr,le

islancl their base. Operating from Greece 
"116 

1lırkey1 they secured
İ:1 Cyprus the support of the head of the church,.the righi;-
-wiıg Democratic Rally party and EDEK. iiowever, the people
subscribed to the miniınum prograınme. It became the electoral
platform of President Kyprianou, who won re-election in FebTı]arj
1983.

The programme ınet the requj.rements of the national libera-
tion stage. It pıovided for the restoration of the indepeırdeııce,
sovereignty and territorla1 integrity of Cypru§, a policy of
non-alignment and complete demilitarisa t ion. It was also ainıed
at perfecti:ıg ilernocratic institutions, carrying out şocia1 end

econcımic changes in the people ıs iı]tereşt and re-establishiag
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11.

mutual conficlence anal cooperation between Greek and Turkish
Cypriots.

ihe agreeınent on clemocratic cooperation was a cornprornise

alliance. Although .AI(ET, enjoyeci great influence, it Ia:lcl no

claim to agsumJ.g leadership of the alliance by nominating
its own presidential candidate, nor clici j.t ciemanci to be rep::esen-

ted jı the future goverrınent. Its only aim was to help fulfil
the programme.

Tbe ability to compromise and, make necessary concessions
is an important part of ttıe policy of the working class part;r

if it is to briag about cooperation with beterogeneous cJ-ass

forces. this ability, Leniı pointed out, is absolutely necess3rr-
to the vanguard of the workirıg class, which can defeai a

stronger aclversary only if it careful§ uses under a1l ciıcurnstan-
ces ııauy, even the sına'Ilestı opportunlty of wiıırılng a rıass a117,
even though tbis atly is temporary, vacillating, unstable,
rinreliable and oonditional''. 5

we ııa ile numerous compronj.§es with and concessions to the
Dp and, intleed, ref,rained froın openly criticising its dj.scriııina-
tory attitude to the Comrıunistş. But when, in 1983, the
Presiaient al].owed tıansit thıough the country's territory of
a so-celled multlnetional peace-keepirıg force to Lebancn, AKEL
organiseil ınass çıroteot derıonstra tions. How cou].d it be reconciled
to the fact that whlle the government s of Greece and Tuı.ke,-, both
rnembers of NAlo ı refusetı to help that force, the president af
non_allgned Cyprus, elected with the şupport of AKELı alloved
it to use the ıarn8c a civilian aırport snd §eaport?
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L2.

That step naıked a turn,ing polnt in our relations ıvJ tlı
the President. We also cri.ticlsed with good reason hissband
on the constructive proposals of the IJN Secretary General for
the solution of the ethnic problem of Cyprus. Kyprianou neither
rejected nor accepted those proposals. fn violation of the pclic,,.
of establishing a federation of the tınıo c ornrounitie s as stipulat-
ed b5ı the ınini.mum pıo8Taınme, he actually contributed to division
and to the forrnation of a separatist state in the occupied
north of the country.

Howeveı, AJSL considered even then that the existing cli.ffer-
ences over the rnost iınportant aspects of the ıniniınum progranr..io

recluj.red discussion that could result in agreeınent. The

party was aware of tbe importance of democratic cooperati.cn
for the future of Cyprus, for the extension aııd consolj-datiıın
of the unity of the forces interested in a just settlemeırt !i
tiıe Cyprus que st ion.

Although our party showecl goodwill and readiness f,ır talks
vriıile ıeserviıg the right to criticise wrong moves and positir-as
of the Presitlent running counter to the veıry spirit of the
agreeroent, Kyprianou unilaterally ended dernocratic coopera i:'. ın
in December 1984. Our 3olitica1 Buıeau released a gtatement t;,n

this matter which said: tıAkEL considers that this unity of action
in the aaıne of genuine national interests should be based .,n a

coınnon approach to the cyprus question, fj.rm democratic priııciples,
eclua1 rights, collectivism, and collective re sponsibility. '' 

6

fhe Coınmunists appealed to a1I political forces to uııite
in order to save their sovereign countıy, stressing the ıreed t ı-ı
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I)

ıTork out a coınmon 1ine for the solutlon of the Cyprus problerı

and ::e-ernpha sis i.g the irnportance of closer cooperation vııtir

the Democratic Party. Tbe AKEL 1eadership called for thc

formation of a national unity goverrunent repre sent i:ıg all
politica1 force s.

Our party persevexes iı this basic line, regardi:ıg c1l
patriotic, clemocratic and anti-imperialist forces of the count-,

as its alJ-ies. It takes acc oı:nt of the possibility of revivin6
the National council which existeaı under president lviakario s.

Although we are unclerstandably disillusionecl with the discont1-

nuance of democratic cooperation, we wiJ-1 go on seeking jo jıit

action uncler an acceptable common prograrune in the jnterest

of the country ancl the §truggle of its people for a peaceiul,
just ancl viable solution of the Cyprus problem.

AKEL prepareil for the mici-term parl-iamentary elections
in Decernber 1985 uncler the slogan of forıning a natiorral unitlr
government. It worked to rnobilise the masses for join,b acticn.
The elections and preparations for them proceeclecl in an atrnosphı-

re of anti_commılni.sm antl attacks froın the Right, from certain
sections of tha Democratic Party, the church anci EDEK. Interna-
tioııa1 imperialism did ınuch to whip up a slander caınpaign.

A11 this tolct inevitab}y on the outcome of the elections.7
The AKET.,ı leailership asked aI1 its branches to tliscuss tlıe

results of the elections and submit tbeir opiıion on the

causes of our eetback. The crlticisrns and judgernents offered
b;ı the paıty rank and file were generalised at the level of
regiona1 committees and then at a plenary ıneet jırg of tlıe CC.
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14.

Tlıis collective discussion matle possible a free exchange cf
viewş j:ı the spirit of congtructive oriticism and self-cri tj.cisın.

It strengthened our ranks anal contributecl to inner-part;, d3-

lnocTacy. Anii while an occasiona} participant i-rı th.e discussiın
voiced too categorica1 a judgenent, tt defi:ıit'ely helped the

CC in promptly working out measures needed to normalise the

şituation anti overcome tiifficulties.
The tliscussion showeal that there were no defeati.st senti-

rıents in the party ancl thet'the member"hlp *u" set on regaiıing
1ost position§ anal strengthenj.:ıg paıty unity. llle now nake a
special effort to improve organising work and ideologlca1 educa-
ti.on, train cacires and carry on agitation and propaganda a rı-IL)ng

the rna sse ş .

Our experience of alliances conf irrn§, first of a11, the
need to consolidate unity at the grassroots. rt is unification
of the rnasşes anii thej.r mobilisation for the applicatio:r. of
the principles of the al.J.iance that enable the workirıg class
party to play an important role in it and to help preserve
and strengthen its unity. AIğT.ı now seeks precise3.y this kind
of united actton by the ma§s€s and their organisatiorıs, pIimarlly
unity of the workers, peasants and urban rniddle şrtrata.

Our experience beare out Leninrs thesis that a ıvorkerst
party in an alliance with organigation§ representing the
interests of other classes and EociaI strata rnust be independent
politically and ideologicalJ.y. We rnust dlssociate ia gocıd

tirne from an allyıs stepo and positionş,at variance with tjıe
jaterestş of the workers, of the people es a whole, rnust prevent
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l-5.

their iınplernentation. Ehie ls the only line enabliııg the

party to pre €,erve its iclentity ia the eyes of the rnasses, and
inte:ı-c 1a ssis particularly inportant in the case of / cooperation,

such as we lıad l-n our country. Although the working class party
dicl not enter the governınent, the people tenited to believe
that .AJ@Lı was also re sponsible f or al1 the i1l-acivised no-;e s

and ni§calculations of the governınent anal fox its failure to

keep its proınises. Our experience also j:ıvites another j.nıpoıt-

aıt question: When ig it advisable to withciraw from a polltical
alliance? The problem of steppi:ıg out iı time carrnot be solved
without masteıirıg the art of political struggle.

The struggJ.e for peace and ali§arrıament neces§itates a flexible
and principlecl policy of alJ.iances on the Communistsı part.
This is an internationalist anal nation81 problem ln Cyprus.
[he presence of foreign militaıy başes on our soil is a threat

to our national security anal as for the ctirect presence of
imperialist forces on th.e island, it plays into the hands of
tlıe Right, prevents a peaceful and just settlement anal tend§

to aggravate the socio-politlcal situation.
US irnperialisn wants to safeguard its military pre§eıxce

anti to turn the islarıd into a powerful strategic base in the

Eastern Metliterranean anit the'Middle East. Tlith the authorisation
of the Çyprlot goverrıınent the Americaus began to build a further
monitoıl.g statlon j.n our co!ıntry, in adclition to the three
stations alreaaty 1n operation. Western pre§s Teports connect
the proJect witb iıstar waT§ıı planş. Besicles, the Unitetl States
has spent hundreds of, mj.llions of dollars on buiJ-tiing an Air
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.Lb.

ınorce base to be used by a rapid deployment force in the Turkish-
-occupied northerrr part of the island.

In this ınenacing şituation the struggle for peace concerns

a11 Cylıriots: woı.ke3s, peasants, handicraftsmen, trad,ers,
scientists, writers, members of the older generations and youth--
yıornen and men alike. It offers ot;ectlve opportunities for the

developınent of the broadest mags movement. AKEL contribiıies
act:lvely to the growth of the movement. At the same t iııe , ıve

are on our guard. against imperialist attempts to neutrellse
the peace movenrent through its agents, using anti-Sovitisrn,
the concept§ of so-called impartiatity and independence, the

theory of the lıequal responsibilityn of the Soviet Unioir aırd the

United §tates, and so on.

The Pancyprian Peace Council is at the head of the peace

forces of the island. It is committed to an explieitly anti-
-imperialist orientat j.on whj.ch demands ınade by bourgeois elenents
have failed to shake. We do not accept the argument that ii is
better to have 50roo0 conseious peace fighters than 1oOrOOO

supporters who have but a vague notion of what they want. Tt
is our view that tt is vite1 to carry on an ideologi.cal sıruggle
and at the §ame tirne bring a11 opponents of war into join.,. ac-
tion and cooperation during caınpaigns over specific isşues.for Deacet!The struggle7opens up before the Aonmunist Partics thc
greatest opportunities for creating the broadeşt united ty,:r:.t.

A11 those interested in the preservation of peace should be

draıvn into this united front.tıB This passage from a ıesolutj.on
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L7.

of the Şev€nth Congıe§§ of the Comintern, approved more

five decades ago, is sti1} so relevant that it mobilises
form a powerful gnt i-war front of the people capable of
reaction and militarism out of Cyprus.

than

us to
keeping
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coup which right na-

effecting encsi.s (aruıex-

occupation of 37 per

V.I. L,enin, collected works Vol. 31, pp. 70-71.

Harav_g}ıi , December 23, J-9a4.

The rightist Deınocratic Ra]-ly won the largest nunrber of

33.56 per cent), AKEIJ and the DP collected 27.43 and

per cent respectively anai EDEK, 11.07 peı cent.--Ed.

The Şeventh fiorld Çoneress of the Çoınmunist Internatı..;na1.

The author ıneans the atternpt at a

tionalists made in 1974 with an eye to

ing Cyprus to Greece) and the subsequent

cent of Cypriot territory by Turkey.-Ed.
2 Th" sritish authorities banııed the Communist,Part)r of

CypIu§ in 1931, foJ-lowing the anti-colonia1 revolt of the

Cypriot people. In 1941, the C3C forrned AKEL as an organisaiicn
operating legally. the two parties existed for a time.side by

side. After AKET., had become established as a I,jarxist-Leninist
party, the CPC merged w-ith 1t.

3 Add"d to these documents afteıwardş (1979) was an agIee-

ment between Kyprtanou anii Denktas.

a In the 1981 gencral electj.on, AKEI, poI]-ed 33 per ccnt of

the votes, otr more than ar\y other paıty.

1

6

7

voies

27 .64

8

]i,e solutions and Dec isions Cooperative Publishing §o c i.o t;z 11

Forei8n Woıkers in the U§§R, Moscow-I.ıeningrad ,1935.
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J

N}x,J EX?ERIENOE

our Iıt erv iews

TOWARDS A 1,EIT-Da]I0CRATIC ALTERNATIV]J

Ardhendu Bhushan Barohan

Centra1 Executive Comnittee member,

National Council Secretary, Comınunlst

Party of India

How has t}ıe situation developecl in India since your party,s
latest congress in l\tarcLı? Vrlhat are now the CPT's pri,ority tasks?

Developments have

the 13th Congress, and

threefolci.

First, to defend the national unity, integrity and security

of tl" coııntry against the secessionist,_ divisive aııd corınunalist

forceş. ,'İhalistani|! §ecessionism in Puıjab, the politics of

assassination and murd.er, the outburst of commrınal violence,

ınostly in the industrial centres, are features of India's 1ife

toclay. llhey are manifestatione of imperialist intervention in oqş

. subcontinent, antl of attemp ts at destabilisat i_on. Imperialism

utilises and instigates the j_nt erna1 reactionary force§. A]1 this

tends to

working c

strugigle.

endanger nationa1 security, affects our peop}e and

1ass, and ultiraately weakens 1eft forces and our

Second, to struggle and reverse the 'lnew economic policiesll

/,
( fr

confirmed the analysis and conclus1-ons of

the tasks now facing the party are

_-
of the government, of whittling tlown the public sector, opening
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a

the d.oors wicte for the monopoliee and transnational corporations,

of import Ii!ere}işa_tlon, and of indisorinj,nate j-ntroduction of

imported high-tech, regard]_ess of the consequenc_es. In essence,

theyconstituteadrivetowardsiiprivatigation.tandharınour
self-reliant growth. We a]-so have the task of de{9niling the

workers' hard-won rlghts and privileges, and of fighting for

1and and aş;rarian "utİr*.
Third, to struggle for the delence of peace, for fndia' s

progressive foreign policy, to

ries _to_s}rift thls lo1!9y, and

pursuing , this policy.

at t eınpt s by the reactiona-

against any vacj-llations in
resist
guard

are arr ess

tasks. 0n1

and ensure

1eve]. s .

mon actions from the

The party is carryin6 forward

tiona1 Carnpaign Committee of

There i s the developrnent of j guı__t erıd coıı-

factory to the national industrial level.
the platforın of the present_Na-

Trade Unions (NCC), which brings

Unity and cooperation among the 1eft and democratic forces

ential condition fo1 accomplishj-ng the above-mentionecl

y that can help mobi}ise the vast deınocratic masses

a 1eading role to the working cla§s in thls process,

The Congress docrınents emphasised the key importance of

working class and trade union unity. What has the party been

doing; in this conteıt ?

We think

ed at various

that the uıity of the trade unj_ons has to be tackl-

together eight centraI trade uıion organisations arrd üore than
about

60 industria1 federatj_ons. Y{e are also aleıt / the activitj-es

of certain rightist elements who are today a part of the NCC,
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3

that unity J.s posslble. Sğvef,el conventions and marches at alif-

ferent levels have taken place ruıder the joint auspices of these

trade union organisations.
Alongside the naşs _)eace norrenent, invo].ving broad working

class strata, there is the conmon rejection of the government's

econoınic policy. Hence, the denaııds to safeguard the public sec-

tor anci to democratise it. The organised working class is putt-
ing up a strong fj.ght against reaction. In Punjab, it has become

the main force in tbe strııggle against the Khalj.stani. extremlsts ı

t errori srn.

Joint strikes were recently staged by various trad.e unions

at a nrınber of enterprises. That is nost significant, since the

trade uıion ncovement has Iong been plagued by fragııentation,
with riva1 unions vying with each other. Our party is working

hard to ove}come the ciivisions aınong the trade ıınions and to

achieve cooperation.

However, there also remain sone negatj.ve aspects in the

clevelopment of the worktng clas§ movementı Thege arise above

and seek to activise the role of the left_lett unione within it.
We have been working for oloser ;;;;;t actıon uet_

ween the All_Inatia Trade Union Congress (Aıtuc), the Centre of
I

Indiarı Trade Unlonsr and. other Ieft__trade uıions, leading to

their eventual wrifioation. we have also wcrked t: broaden
:

the Lüity o f a11 the trad.e unions , inclucİir,ıg even the Indian

National Trade Union Congress (the labour organigati04 Jed by

the ruling party) on conııııon issues 1ike peece_, 
_ 
national unity,

anti-communalisrı, anti-apartheid, etc. That fact alone shows
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a1]- frorn the effectş oi caste conflicts and the influence

eİertedontheworkingpeoplebyseparatistandcomrnunalistfor-
ces. Beşides, the signifİcançe of the tasks before

them hag not been comprehended by the mass of the workers fast

enough, while t}ıe l1ft trade uıilns, with the excepti-on of the

AITUC, are not yet prepared for the degree of ıüity deggıığed b1

the situation.

Your party has put forward the idea of a 1eft-denıocratic
a]_ternative to bourgeoig ru}e. How are the Conııunists building
up the political ba
present state of re

se for such an alternative? vJhat is the
Iations between the CPI and the CPI (Uarxist)?

There is growing cooperation between the 1eft and democra-

tic forces in the courge of significant political caınpaigns ln
whicb the coınnuıists have been most actively involved. There

aıe the rnighty peacç ıııarches, the struggle in defence of denoc-

ratic rights and ageinst breaehes of parliaınentary norms (such

as the arbitrary dlsmiesals of state governılents by the centraI

authorities), the a].l-Inttia general strike j.n February 1985

against the hike in the administered. pri.ces of several conmod,i-

ties, anti the excesşive powers of the exeeutive, and the present

campaign in d,ef ence of the public sectoı.

The experience of the past several Jears warrants the

folIowing conclusion: the unity of the left and denocrati.c

forces gives the rnesges confidence antl rnobllişe§ then for ınili-
tant action. Unfortıınately, not all the left-wing parti_es arrd

organisations have yet taken a con§istent stand. The Cornmunlst s
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5.

intend to miltiply their efforts to give greater stability to

j oint action.
Achieving stable cooperation with the CPI (Marxist) is a long

and difficult task, and it wiII take tine. We appreciate that

there wi1l
unity, J,eft

be zigzags along the path. Our party stands for left
and dernoeratic unity, and communist unity. l1e visua-

..----L----

lise the eventual reuıification of the c olı.Eıuni s t rıovement on a

prina,ipled

tions and

basis. Till that is achj-eved, there vıi1l be joint ac-

also dialogue on our difference§, so a§ to pave the way

for narrowing therı.

One ııust confesg to a certain degree of di sa pointrnent in the

results achievecl so far. Nevertheless, the objective situation and

our effortş for joint action are enabling us to undertake j9int
actions at party leve] and the }eve1 of mass organisations. the

d.irectior. is towards more J oint ac t j.ons.
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1atter,
Ed.

6

The forrner is uıder the influence of the CPI, and the

under that of the Corınunist ?arty of Ind,ia (Dlarxist),--
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The pİesent-day woı.ld develop-
ments corroborate again and again
Lenin's woİds that in the revolu-
tionary struggle, in the revoıutionaİy
movement the Eastern peoples "wilt
be called upon to play a big part
and to merge with our stauggle
against internationaı imperialism."

The break-up of colonialism prov-
€d a severe blow to impe.ialism.
Auspicious conditions for that wele
created by world socialism, lt may
be r€called that in 1960 the United
Nations adopted on the soviet in_
itiative the Declaration on th€
Granting of [ndependence to the
colonial countries and Peoples, To-
day. aftef 20 years. the historic
signlficance of this inııiative ıs
pa.ticularly evident-

A big conlribulion to the national
liberation stluggıe has been made
by the workıng-clas§ and the com-
munist partles of the ındust.ial
western countrıes. lts effectıveness ıs
diİectly linked with üe communists'
pİincipled class policy in their own
countries, A convincing example was
paovid€d by Poatugal wheae the
overthrow of the fascist regime
cİeated conditions for an early
achievement of independence by the
foamer Poatuguese colonies.

A courageous struggle for national
libeİation and social progress is be-
|n8 waged by the communists in the
newly-indeF€ndent countries. The
communi§ts suppo.t the anti-im-
pe.ialist measures of the nationaı
governments, simultaneously oppos-
ing mea§ures detrimentaı to the
working people's interests. Their
goals are inseparable from the
asplİations of the masses. That is
why attempts to isolate the com_
munists and, all the more so, fepres-
sions against them weaken the na-
tlonal liberation forces in their
stİuggle against reacl,ion aİtd im-
peıialjst desigİls.

The processes unde! way in the
developing count.ies aflect the
de6tinies of over half the world's
lı

population. The countries of ouİ vast
and changing world have different
political, social and economic condi-
tions, different levels of development
and national tfaditions. Howevef,
most of the newty_indep€ndent
states a.e united by theiİ anti-im-
perialist stand and determination to
abolish the coıonial legacy and neo_
coloniaıism, racism and national op_
pression in every form.

An effective solution of world
pİoblems and the §afeguarding of
intelnational peace and secuaity are
today pü,actically impos§ible without
the newly-rree states, This explains
why the mutual undeİ§tanding and
joint action of these states with all
the anti-imperialist forces are ac-
quiring exceptionaı significance not
only for the pres€nt, but also for the
future of mankind.

An ever more active role in the
Thi.d world and in international aı-
fairs is played by the newly-f.ee
socialist-oriented countries which
have taken, or are gaadually taking,
the.oad to laying the groundwork
for the tran§ition to §ocialism. Ttıe
numbeı of §uch countaies has in-
creased in the past ten years. this
proving once again the Marxist
corrclusion that the taansition
f.om capitalism to s(,ciaıism on a
wo.Id scale is inevitabte.

I1. i§ because socialist orientation
is provin8 lt§ viability that it is
fiercely attacked by impefialism
which seeks to undelmine pro-
gİessive regıme§. Attempts of this
kind afe very dangerous. suffice it
to İecall the alignment of Egypt and
somalia with the reactionaİy forces.
The imperialists do not scruple to
use any means in their fight against
the socialist_oriented countıies, in-
cluding subversion, plots, open in_
tervention, exploitation of eco_
nomic dilficultie§ and backwardness,
and provocation of national and
tribal strife.

of course, imp€rialism caİ no
longe! act with impunity. The

existence of the socialis1 wcıld en-
ables the newly-independent states
eff€ctively to oppose impe.ia]ist in_
terference and aggression, make ııse
of the experience of building a new
society, and bave broad access to
modean scientific knowledge aod
technology. A relation§hip ba§ed on
the identity of interests and aıms is
taking shape between the socialist-
oıiented and sociali§t countıies. It
is a relationship of solidaİity, mutuat
assi§tance and mutually beneficial
co_op€İation.

However, favourable external
conditions do not automaticaıly en-
sure §uccess. In his İeport at an in_
teInational symposium held in Ber_
lin last month Boris Ponomaryov,
Alteınate Member of the cpsu
Political Bureau and cc secretaİy.
named the factors necessary for thğ
maintenanc€ and consolidation oı
pfogre§sive aegimes- It is important,
he said,

-to have a revolutionary party
which directs society and is guided
by scientific socialism;

-to strengthen the bodies of
democratic government faom top to
bottomi

-to tİain and educate party and
government cadres dedicated to the
wo.king people and to socialism;

-to buiıd up thi. national aİmed
forces capable of defending the peo_
ple's gains;

-constantıy to expand the party's
and the government's ties with the
masses and dİaw the working peopte
into the administration of public af-
fairs;

-to pursue a sound economic and
social policy that woutd strengthen
the cou!ıtry's independence, İaise
output and improve the living stan-
daİds;

-to develop ties with the social-
ist countlies, the most loyal and
reliable İIiends of the independent
and freedom-loving nations.

Tangible levolutionary chaııges
have occurred in Asia, Africa and

xEw TlMEs al.Bo
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GREAT BR lİAlN

NEW LEADER
FOR LABOUR
their candidatures. and the fol-
lowing day the Shadow Foİeign
secreta.y Peteİ shore followed suit.

It seerrıed that lhese three would
be the contenders, for Michael Foot
at fiIst declined to entef the con-
test. However. a broad movement
developed in ıhe Labour Pal,ty in
support of his candidature. Foot
was urgd to stand fof electıon by
the dolegatos to the scottish and
London Labour Paİty conferences
which were in session at the ti

vocate of Britain'§ withdıawal froın
the EEc, Jobn silkin, who was
described as inexperienced and,
moreovel, was a lepaesentative ol
the Left wing of the Labour Party,
and esPeciaııy against Michael Foot,
who by virtue of his popularity in
the party was regarded as Healey's
main fivaı. He was accused of in-
ccmpetent perlormance ,in govern-

wing, İİe played a big part in the
orgaitization of the campalgn for
Nuclear Disarmament and repeated-
ly took part in the Aıdermaston
marches of Protest against nuclear
weapon§.

ln ı9?4-76 Foot lvas secretary of
state for Employment, and in 19?6
was elected Labouf deputy leader.

Afte. his election to the ıeader-
ship, Foot said he proposed to con-
centİate on the problems of
unemployment and nuclear disarma-
ment, and stressed that he would
wage an active fight against the
reactionary policy of' the Toİy
government in parliament and
outside it. He intends to lead a mass
demonstration of plotest against
unemDloyment in Livefpool aİ the
end of this month. The demonstIa-
tion, he said, would be an integral
paİt of effort towa.ds an early
8eneİal election. "Iİ she [Mıs
Thatcherl wants to carry on with
poıicies throwing people out ol
work by the hundreds o! thousands,
then she should be ready to call aı
election, because she haş got no
mandate loI this," he said.

Michael Foot voiced the hope thgt
the Labour Paİty would ma.ıre a
wolthy contribution to the ending
ol the arms race and to di§ama-
ment, emphasized that disafmament
shoııld hold the centre of British
public attention and declared in
support of the decisions taken by
the special session ol the u.N.
General Assembly on disarmament.

The election ol Michael Foot to th€
Labour parliamentary leaders}ıip
undoubtedly is evidence of a nota,
ble shift to the Left in the party,
However. the Right-wingers hav€
not lost hope of being able not onıy
to halt this process, but also to
reveIse it.

The Bight wing will oİ course try
to get as many ol its memb€rs a§
possible into the shadow cAbinet
when it come§ up for eıection at the

\a ot tt ıs month. In this way they
co\ınt on being able to impede to no
small extent and in some cases even
to block the implementation of the
most impofant resolutions adopted
at the recent Labour Party con-
ference.

witl the Labour Left wing be
abte to hold the glound it ha§ won?
The outcome of the stauggle und€r
way in the Labour Party wiu be ol
vast importance not onty for the
party itself, but also as regaIds the
overall alignment of political force§
in the coı]nt.y.

v. PAvLov
, our own coİlespoDaeDt

Lonlora
t,

ment po9t5 he had
soft on the trade
unions' poodle").

held of being
("the

vy liae was
and he was §howeıed
witİı letters and petitions

'rom 
Labour M.P.s, con-

stituency organızations
ol the La,bour Party and
tfade union leaders. on
october 20 he announc-
ed that he would enter
the contest. wııat ac-
tuaıly prompted him to
do so, he §aid, §/as the
need to place pfoblems
o! disarrnam€nt in the
locus ol Bıitl§h poıitic§,

The capitaıist press,
from the respectabl€
Times to the tabloid
sun, gave gigo.ou§ sup-
port to Denis llealey,
üe §pokesman of the La-

Denir ilealcv lookı worıiıd \d ııich".l Fooı
chceıful"in lhcıe photoı o{ |{ıc tw\ <ontendars foı
the Lrboul P.rli.m.!nt.ry leadcrıhip ğqbliıhad in the
London Morning st r, \

t

bour Right wing, insi§ting that only
under his leadership could Labour
exp€ct to win the next parliamen-
tary election.

This concern for future Labour
electoral victories was curious in-
deed. considerin8 that in the past
general elections the mass media
as a rııle massively sided with
the Tories. The fact is, however,
that it was not by chance that Fle€t
Street. that mouthpiece of the
Establishment, bİoke into eulogies
to Healey. Indicative is this coin-
ment by Loİd Thoİneycroft, the
chairman of the conservative Pa y
and hence a political oPponent oI
Labour: "Actrıalıy Denls Healey ıs
my candidate. -,. There is an
enorınoü§ common ground between
Denis and the Toİy party. He i§ a
great prota€onist ot defence..., He
doesn't believe the country orıght to
b€ governed by the trade unions,''

While giving eveİy support to
Healey, the bour8eois press was
dead se1 agaiost the th.e€ other
candidates: Peteİ shoİe. as an ad-

ıaEw İlMEs ar.,o

\
levelled at Foot's tepeate\ state-
ments in support of Britain ttnounc-
ing nuclear weapons and aga\st the
deployment of the u.s. cruis\mis-
sile§ on its territory. \

\
In tjıe first ballot of the leaders\ip

vote Healey İeceived ||2 votğ,
Foot 83, sitkin 38, and shore 32. I\
keeping with the agred procedure,\
sİlkin and shore dropped out fıorn
tııe second baltot ina§much a§ tbeir
totaı vote was ıess than that ol the
candidate ahead o' then. Both gave
their support in the second balıot t
Foot, who received the absoıute
majority oİ vote§.

The new Labour palliamentary
leader was born in ı9ı3 into the
lamiıy ol a p.oİninent Liberal. Art€r
8raduating at oxford, he went in
loi journalism artd at various times
was commentator and edıtof oİ tİıe
Tribune and the Evening standard.
Even his poıiticaı opponenta cıon-
cede that he is one of the best public
speakers in the coutiry ınd a bril-
liant journali§t. lle entered the
Labouİ Party in ı034 and in ı945
was 

'iıst 
eıected to parıiament,

wheıe he joined tİıe Labour L€ft

V,

?zv*_
ü. 7ı

E.
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Latın America. with the broad sup-
port of pro8tessive 

'orce§ 
the worıd

over tİıe peopleJ of vietnaın, kos
and Kampuchea have won a victo.y
over the aggressors and domestic
reactlon. Peopıe'§ re8ime§ have be_
come İirİİüy e§tablished in Angoıa,
Mozambique, Ethiopia and soutİ
Yen€!ı. An end has be€n put to
tyranntcal ruıe itı Alğhani§tan, Iran
and Nicara8ua and to racist ruıe in
zimbabwe. lııe ıiberation st.ug8le
in south Africa and Namibis and
the anti-lasci§t moveınent in Eı saı-
vador, Bolivia, chile and 'south Ko-
ıea is gainin8 momentum.

such a powerluı lorce as tİe non_
aligned movement, which stfen8th_
etled its positions €speciaııy aft€r
the Havana summit conference in
ı970, plays an ever greater role in
the p€opıes' unrelenting §truggıe
again§t impe.iali§m, coloniali§m and
neo-coloniaıısm, and lor peace and
internationaı co-operation on an
equaİ basis.

contraİy to tİe predictions of
bourgeoia ideoıogists, the cla§§
§tru8gle in üe capitAıi§t countries is
growing in scope 8nd scale. The
workıng peopıe ıed by the com-
munists are fightiıg 

'or 
their vital

rightg, İor broader democratic free-
doms, for peace and disarmanent.
The working dass is actirıg eveİ
more clearly as a force unitıng the
entiİe p€ople.

In an attempt to stem ttle revolu-
tionary proce§s, preserve the §phere
of iİs domination and expıoitation,
and regain its lost positiorıs-in
short, to leverse the couase ol
history-impe.ialism mounted a
tiefce clunter_offen§iye in the
ıat€ ı970s.

ımperiaıi§m's neo-coıonialist stİat_
egy plesents a serious danger to the
newly_independent states and ihe
ıİb€ration movement a5 a whoıe.

Neo-coıonialism has develorred the
most ramified and subtıe sy8tem in
the economic §phere. witi tran§na-
tionaı co.po.ations as its maın
striking fo.ce. The ırowe. ol these
octopu§es can be judged from the
figure8 cited by Pieter Keuneman,
deputy chairman ol the sri Lanka
communist Party. oİ ttıe ı00 st ons_
est "ecoltomlc unlts" oİ the woıld,
{8 aİe transnationaı corporatioıE, or
aımost as mgny a§ nation-states (52}.

In the drive lor cheap manpower
they transler the most labour-iı-
tenslve industries and industries
heavily pouutıng the envıronmd!ıt to
newly-indep€ndent countries. And
this at a time when unemploy!ıent
has reached record ıevels in t}te İn-
dustrıal capitalist states. The strug-
gıe agaiİ§t the tran§nationaı corpo-
rations' poıicy is vitally essentiaı
boü for the !ıational lib€ration
xEw ,lMEs a7.10

movement and the working class ol
the \ırest.

The newly_independent states are
activeıy oppo§ing the economic en-
slavement. However, it would be a
struggle with long odds if they were
not constantly supported by the in-
ternational working cıa§s aıd,
primariıy, the socialist count.ies.
Ttıe latter heıp the developing na_
tion§ to build the key indu§tries, tap
the natural resources, plan the econ-
omy, and train skilled maııpower.
It shouıd be noted that co-operation
between the neıı,ly-ind€pendent and
socialist countries compels ttte im-
periati§t§ to moderat€ their O-
petites.

Ttıe developing nations increas-
ingly reaıize the l8ıstty ol the "rich
North" and "poor south" concept
and ol the cıaims üat the §ocı8li§t
countfies, whıch have nothing to do
with colonia] exploitation, shouıd
bear "equal responsibiıity" with the
former coıonialist§ for the plight ol
the Third world st3te§. Tlıese con-
cepts ar.e being u§ed by iİnpertalist
and Peking propaganda to isolat€
the deveıoping nation§ 

'rom 
tİıe so-

cialıst community, to isolate 8nd
subjugate tİıem.

The aggressive neo-colonialigt
gchemes and the mobilization oı
world reactionary forces again§t the
liberation movement make the unity
ol the socialist countrie8, the na_
tional ıiberation movement and the
internatıonal working class even
more essential. co-operation be-
tween t}ıe thıee main 

'orces 
of the

revolutionary process has not lost
j.ts folrrner significance wittı the
achıevement ot the immediate tasks
ol the national ıiberation movement.
There is aıso no ground lor claim-
ing that it is hindered by the specific
rıationaı intere§ts of the sociali§t and
deveıoping countries,

such co-opefation becomes parti-
cuıarly nece§sary in the pr€sent com-
plicated situation when the impeııaı_
ists, in lea€iue with the peking hege-
moni§ts, have ıgunched a direct at-
tack on dğtente. T'lıey afe e§caıat-
ing the arms race in an att€ıİıpt to
gain miııtafy superiority over the

socialist world and have mounted
an unbridled anti-soviet propaganda
campaign to mislead the developing
nations and world opinion in general.

under cover of the false "soviet
military threat" thesis, imperialism
is increasing its miıitary presence
in different parts of the worıd
which it has arbitrafily procıaimed
spheİes of jts "vital inte.ests." These
are above all the Indian ocean and
the persian Gulf area, a zone of the
national liberation movement. This
creates a İeal, not imaEinaly, threat
to the gains of the nervly-indepen-
dent nations. their sovereignty and
their !ig!ıt to decide their own
destiny.

The militarizatıon of developing
states aıd the incitement of armed
conflicts, such as that between lran
and Iraq, have become a distinctive
leature o! imperialist tactic§. Im-
perialism seeks to retain the newly-
free states in the sphere ol its ın-
İluence. At ttıe same time, estab-
lıshing new bases round the soviet
Union and boosting the afms race,
it diverts for defence cor§iderable
mateıiaı resources that could be us-
ed for the welfare of the developing
and all other peoples. Lastıy, the
huge military expenditure is ex-
haustlng the economy ol the capitaı-
ist states themselves, intensilying
the crisis and inflationary processe§
in the west. and increasıng the tax
bulden of the working people.

The struggle against the d8nger ol
a new war which hold§ out the
threat of mass annihilation is there-
fore the main link of ıınited action
by the anti-impeİialist forceŞ.

In spite of the complexity ot the
international situation cıeated by iİn-
perialism, the June ı980 Plenary
Meeting ot the CPSU central com-
mittee noted, there are ample and
real possibilities oİ preventing a
cold, and the more so, a hot war, of
ensuring peaceful coexistence, and
ol retaining detente as, the domi-
nant trend of world politics. How-
evef the reactionaries may rage, the
cause of peace and social progfe§s
will triumph.

ı
l5

"This is an epoch of ıadical social change, Socialisrıı's posı-
iions are expanding and growing slronger. The viciories of the

ibeıa{ion mo are opening up new horiıons for
couni fha{ have won dence. The class stıuggle of

nşt m oly oppression, againsl lhe
The scale of the revo-

ocraiic, anli-im ialisl movement is sleadily grow-
en aş a whole, thi 5 §lgn ifies developmeni o{ the world
ndry pıoce5s."

ıFrom the report ol lhe tpsu cenrİaİ com-
mit e€ İo lhe 25th congİes§ ot lhe cPsul
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NoTEs ı REMARKSo NoTEs. REMARKS. NoTEs . REMARKS. NoTEs . REMARKS. |\

THosE "CIIELIICAL" LIDS
How much printer's İnk and

newsprint has been used up,
what lloods of words have been
spilled out by ıadio transmitters,
3nd how many thundering sp€ech-
es made by politıcal manipulat-
oİs ıo put across the big lie
that 'the soviets have drenched
Alchanistan with chemical toxic
agents"I No m8tter l,hat there is
no pro(,f. It is not needed,, loİ
lhe west's psychological warfare
nrachiıle goes on the assumption

and di§covel how they came into
the hands of counter-revoiu_
tionarie§,"

"such an examination," the
counterspy wIiters concıude.
"undoubtedly has the potential of
becoming very embafrassin8 to
the U.s. government, and in
order to covel any hint of U.s.
involvement we can expect the
.umour mill to grind out still
more accounts of 'soviet chemical
warfare in Afghanistan."'

what is the basic purpose of
this psychological warfare opera-
tion? counterspy answeas the
question thus: "FiIst, .epeated
reporls of chemical wa.İare dis_
credit the Afghan government
and are easily blamed on the
soviet Union.... secondly,.these
llegation§ o' soviet chemıcal

ffaae have been used efıec_
ti y to push for enhancement o'
U,s. çhemical warfare capabiıi-
ties."

LUCRATIVE FEA

that theıe is nothing th
will not swallow if it is

"|nv.d€ıi from outcr
space, lhe Chines€, Com-
muni3tr, bloodlhir.ty rG-
b6lİ - ie.ro.iı€d, by the.e
ipeatlei, 30me Amarican,
have gone inlo lraining
in ord.. lo su.vive lhG
to+al chaol .head"' re.da
the c.Plion to this pholo
in the ltalian joıJınğl P.-

Th. viclimt ol thc P._
ranoi. cultiv.led by thc
pıeıa radio and telcvi-
ıion r.e inltalling aİmouİ_

pl.te ihieldt in t
dows and doors
bunke. dwellings,
to sel booby lıaı
equiPping th
wiih phosphoruı
lhat can be deton.
İ6dio rignall, An
young ,nd old ar
ing to 5hool, lo
lhe pir1ol, ri{le or t

These people hi
doubt that dooms
imminent and 

'hatlart of Americi

public

ed by ınost of the mass med
The U.s. journaı cou4ter

howeveI, tried to dig down to the
truth. ''Accounts about the use
of chemical weapons in the
Afghaıı coırntryside have, so far,
come almost exc]usively fİom
Aighan refugee§ in Pakistan," it
wriles. "The refugees have not
been able to provide any hard
evidence."

"ın contrast," the journal goes
on. "the Afghan government
has been very careful in its at_
tempt to provide documentation
that the 'rebels' are using U.s.
chemica] weapons..., The Af-
ghan authorities a.e ready to let
experts ffom any part ol the
world exahine these finds of
U.s--produced cheınical weapons

This i\rdly calts 
'or 

comment. -

._-)#M
childran ncQd lendGl <ı.a.hd allenlion.

Howevel, accoİding lo rePoİk hom wert
oelmany, lhe aİio.ı har not ,Ğı<had cv€İy.
body in thc Fedeİal R.publl., and lerrl ol
all ıpeed liend, b.hlnd the wh.Ğl, ol
Mel.edeJ€s, volkJwaE.ns .nd opala.

Thc JugendPİ.lle bulletin .€Portt th.l
every yğ.l no7e lhan ı.000 _.hild..n .re
İİlled .nd 60,000 inİu.ed, ]0,0(X' of them
JeİiouJl, on wetl oaımany', ,oadr. Tha

AT RısK
Fad€ral RePublia ha! sel an unGnvi.ble
wotld ,eaord 

'or 
lhe nunbcİ ol ıoad accid.

eht involving .hlldr.n. Ih. rugendpreri.
ithibute! thi, lo a thoİt.Ee ol Pleygİoundj
in .€tidoİllrl n.İghbo!rhoodr, l.Ck ol a
.onİiderd irileln ol lr.llic !.leİY inlau..
lion in j.hools, and, l.tt bul nol l.a.l, lo
thc lacl lhat "we al. moİe inlCr.rlGd in
angine hoİ5e pow€r lhan Pİolaalina human
liı.."

p
j
h
ll
a

l
i
l

SMA NO CAUSE FOR CONCBRN
"Smaıh H-Blockl" iJ the messdge of thi§ po§tel seni in by iome Northern

l.eland civil lighls lighte.l. The H_glock is a 3ection ol the Long Kesh in_
iernm€nl camp notolioüJr 

'or 
lhe brutal llealment meled oul io Ulstel pğtliotl

imPri50ned there foİ waging a Jtruggle againsl the olfici.l violence pİactir_
ed by London. For Years now they have been demğndinq the ,tatıJ, o1
political prisonerş but 8İiiirh jultice plerel, to label them a! o.din.ly
r,iminals,

No betteİ i, lhe lol of the inmate! o{ lhe Arm.gh women's pıison. Many
of the civil rights fjght€r, held here have been pıJl behind bııs on lrtımped-
up chdrges, Pauline ücLaughlin, fol insl6nce, w.5 9iven E Pİi:o6 tenten(e
on lhe strength ol a confe5tion allegedly ıigned by heı, alfhough ıhe hap-
penJ lo be tolally illiterale, The Armagh pritone., dre constanlly lelİo.iıed.
There h.ve been cases of inmater being bealen up by male wardeıı

However, for London, where ltrikin9 lheatricdl Po3es ove. imaginarY
human rights Violölions in olher <ot,ınlrier il lhe larhion, fhe late ol th€
H-Blo.k inmaler is no cause lor concerı. 

v. KSENIN
ıaCw ılMEs a7. a0
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19 ) ^/,. lo/-o, /o,

2Az MSZMP haıarozatai e§ dokumentumai 1956l 2. Budapest, Ko§sulh Kön}.rkiado. l973,old,
81.
3Az MszMP hatarozataies dokumentumai 1956- ı 2, Budapest. Ko§§uth Könyvkiado, l973,old.
270.

Exchange of Views. Discussion

The Middle Strata
and the Revolutionary Movement

ERNSTWIMMER
cc political Bureau member,
Communist Party of AustIia

Tbe Working Clıss and Bour8€ois D€mocracy
wHy are the mo§t diverse forces--from the bourqeoisified elite of the
working-class movement to reactionaries-today resİming their efforts 1o
clothe the bourgeois state in the toga of "pure ilemocracy-'? Why are they
transforming it .'İnto an incantalion -againsİ socialist idealİ, againİt existinğ
socialism? Engels noted that ıvhen tha moment of ıevolution comes "purĞ
dem_ocra_cy" may acquire an importance "as the extreme bourgeois party."-and
as lhe final sheet anchor of-the whole bourgeois econorİy. "At İuch a
moment," he wrote, "the whole reactionary mass falls in behind il and
strengthens it; everything which used to be reactionary behaves as if it were
democratic"1. The unity of reaction behind the shield of "pure democracy"
(i.e., the form of bourleois rule that evokes the s,reatest İonfldence undİr
given circumstances) inbrder to win time for reorgİnising and regrouping its
İorces and mounting counteI-attacks-a phenomenon shown by Engels when
he analysed ıhe reİolutions of the l9th'century and to be o6servİd in the
national revolutions of the 20th century-has ıoday become intemational.

It would be futile to ıry and find in developed capitalist counıIies economic
processes and social changes that could lead ıo a "resurqence" or
"rejuvenation" of bourgeoİs democracy. and to a retaxatioıİ or even
surmounting of iıs "all-embracing contradiction". ThiS contradiction between
poliıical equality and economic inequality (in other words, between universal
suff:age and capitalist ;nwer, which, with citizens formally enjoying equal
rights, ultimately gives preference to those who are economically stıonger) is
compounded under the impact of growing monopolisaıion. It has been
confirmed time without number that monopoly capitalism tends towards
reaction, towards unchallenged domination. Monopoliİation, the combination
of economic and political power and bureaucratisation, that i5 linked with it,
are more and more insistently setting the qu€sİion: In what manner can one
obtain protecıion against the ubiquitbus pnwer of the state and monopolies,
which slrive to entangle the entire body ofsociety in a web of diverse relations
of dependence. depriving it of the possibility of moving?

The two-fold nature of bourgeois democracy has never been more obvious
ıhan it is today. On the one hand. it remaİıs a form of domination by capital.
On.the other, the class siruggle and the actual balance of strengtlİ cohpeü
capital to exercise its political rule in the framework ofdemocratic norms. This
explains what otherwise mighı have appeared to be nothing less than
hypocrisy: ıhe selfsame forces thaı support bourgeois democracy as a form of
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capiıalist c|ass domination and counterpose it to üe otheİ democrac}. to
socialist democracy, lean over bac}ı,ards in their effon to undermine, limit,
and nullify bourg€ois-democıatic rights.

The stronger the working class and the influence of existing socialism, the
more the bourgeoisie and monopoly capiıal are forced ıo make do chiefly with
the "second meıhod of rule" (i.e., maintain their power by concessions,
verbiage. and promises). and the more hazardous become the attempts to
employ the "nrst method of rule" (i.e,, denial of reforms). the more obvious is
reaction's striving to make a virtue of necessiıy. In blowing its own trumPet the
bourgeoisie uses even the democratic gains wrested from it. lt seeks to benefit
by the successes of the working-class movement. using them to nurture the
iIlusion that bourgeois democracy gives adequate scope for a just order worthy
of men, that the only thing wanting is somewhat to extend and transform it. The
greater the threat to bourgeois domination, the more tenaciously those who
hold power and benefit by it endeavour to subordinate the working-class
movement to ıhe bourgeois rules ofthe game. For itself, reaction does not feel
bound by any ıules. It not only cheats constantly but, where possible, ignores
the rules altogether.

Under these conditions the place and role of the struggle for democracy in
the 6ght for socialism becomes the key question, although it is not
"fundamentally new" as some quaners try to portray it. Beginning with the
Communisı Manifesto, the keynote of ıhe works of Marx. Engels, and Lenin is
that the working class can approach the socialist revolution, ıvin allies, lead
them to the revolution, and triumph only if it links every step of its movement
and further development to the democraiic demands enunciated most
resolutely and most consistenıly. This is borne out by the history of movements
that have actually remade the world. The way to the socialist revolution lay
mostly through d'emocratic reforms: anti-fasciit, anti-imperialist, oı nationai-
democratic. The funher developmenl of the revolutionary movement and the
steady radicalisation of its demands has made it possible to traverse a longer
road with allies that the laıter were initially prepared to embark upon. win new
allies. and pave ıh€ way for socialism. Anti-imperialist strategy is likewise
aimed at arriving aı the socialist revolution through the stage of democratic
reforms in order to speed up the movement to socialism with the aid of
democratic demands implemented in their most radicaı and consistent forrn.

How is the question of lhe role of the struggle for democracy in the frght for
Socialism put in the context of the need to win the middle strata as allies of the
working class? Lenin wrote: "One should know how to coınöjne the sıruggle
for democracy and the struggle for the socialist revolution, sıboıdinqıing the
first to the second" (CoIl. Works, Yol. 35. p.267). Is this still a pressing task? Or
is the struggle for democracy now becoming aImost identical with the struggle
for socialism. turning into a se|f-contained "strategy of democratisation"?
From this follows the question: Has the stand of the working clas§, of its
revolutionary movement. undergone a fundamental change relative to
bourgeois democracy?

lt is said that even in bourgeois society the working class fights most
consistenıly for democracy. This is indeed the case. lt will be borne in mind that
bourgeois democracy owes its cardinal achievements, including universal
suffrage. to the working-class struggle. However, the substance ofwhaı we are
saying lies not only in this. Since capitalism tumed from a progressive into a
r€actionary system and brought the monopolies to power, ıhe desıiny of
bourgeois democracy has proved to be closely bound up with the working cIass.
Iı is none other than the working cIa§s that defends its achievements against
various forms of bourgeois reaction. lt is none other than thi§ cla§§ that defends
u
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and d€velops.the finest traditions of democracy. traditions that are now a|tenano even burdensome to ıhe reacıionarv hourpeoisie.
However. the reverse does noı fo|loİv rr"rn'tt iİ, İt. destin1 of the rıcırkingclass itself is in no wise linked to, b<ıurgeois a;;;;;;;iö;'ih; contrary. Itsliberation, the abolition of exploitati8n ;a;;;Ü'.;;' p;İrrppor.. tr,"

::Ip:_,::1_91 ,1" relarions of.property and por*!r ,rn ılvhİch bourgeois
:f1_o:.Ils1ı ,.rt. no matter r+ hat shape it takes. Ctınscıl uenı ly. the liberaıibn of
l1:__yor.xınş class prcsuppo\cs noı ıhe preservatijn oİ ..perfection.. of
99!ı,.g.9,s .democracy through the addirion u[ ..new frçebomr... but aqualltatlveıy new democrac\,_ for the İirst time a democracy of the r;linğmajority and. thereby. a rcrtıluıiour.}: ,d;rn.. İn ,;.];İ;;;Ü;.",.

Here. too. the basic issue is ıhtır of properıy, Iı i5 lhe kc} to'unde15ıanding
lhe_jgnctions and prospecıs of demoİraİ1, ln the c,ıur.cİ,İ itİ struggle theworkıng class comcs to undcrstand thaı a[though ttıe l.,ıcl İ,İ d-emocrıc1 and
ll::İ:ij",]hı.:Ifsame bourgcois *o.iat ,r,İ.i. J.]pJnjr'on-İİuny lu.tr,,,.cnlenv on ıts own Strength. on i15_ abilit\ io raleguard it\ inlere\ts. on lts
llİrr.:::,:1.1ş ,je midd-le strata tıf socıei1 . it is de ıierm ln"J ln'i't c ı,,ng ,rn uvIne relatlons ot property.and power. possible distinctitıns in the eitcnt <ıfoemo^cracy_tn the bourgeois sysıim are b1 no means ineı..nİlrİ ıİİ", ,." uf thcutmost s|gnıhcance lor the conditions tıf the strugglc and lilc ııf ıtı" **lİnğ
T,?p|j:İ::::::: qualitative ıJistinctions arise onİ! whe n fundamentally newrelatlons ol power and property are estabIishcd.

l he task. set bv Lenin_ tıf lin(ing 1hg 511ttggle for democracy ttı ıhe struggIefor socialism remains urpent i" r&"lrtl"nİÖ p.-;;;.;;;;';,rl. tollorı,ingsubordinalion: "the firsi to thc sec(,nd... Iı i-'İ;;rc-;İ U"-"rr*.',t. pr.r"n,
ı9lglı]9! of ıhe working class [ııscs lt \aith a duul ıa\k: firsl. t() delcndDourgeolS democracy against the reaclionart hourgeoisic. an,l secon<l. to movcbeyond Ihe bounds of tİ'at democracy. l", ııi. ,o,,ı., 

"ı 
cİİ İ unİ oppİ"*inn ıi. inbourgeois relations. Any der iaııon lrom thl\ subordination oI democraıic ıırsocialist tasks ultimateiv learls to the ,rbord,;;ii,r;-i;i'in! -rr«rrı* 

ıng-cıu*
i.^l._T:ll j!_!9u_leeoij ,relation. to o,ioptrİinn-İo İt 

"İ.'İJluİlrnr. ııor..experlence SholrS that riphıs and gains can be ctınsisıenı11 upheld wiıhln thcframework oI bourgeois jenıocracŞ o;i, ,;ih;;;;;İh,İ'İ JnrİJİ"n, ..,.rggl.ıs waged againsı capiıaIism uhich falsitie.. ..rr.ulrİ.İ. İi."lİr. una i.pİİlİdemocracv.

Two Approaches to the Atliance with the Middıe sıraıa
_^^P:ül:'!: !.l.rlation of the qu_estion of suborılinating the dem;cratic to ıhesoc|a|ıst not pregnant u irh harm for alliances with the ;iddlc straıa. in whichpett1 -bo.u rgeois notions ()f demtıcrac} predominaıe .' r.,..p"İİ.n.J'rn.,o.. ıt rtthe,PossibiIit} ftır.durable allıances sprlngr trom tıbjcctirc çOntriıdlctitjns insociet) and depends on hou acuıe_thesi co;traJictiJ;;;;;, i;h;iwords, ıheconcrete question aluays ariseı: For u hrı purposİ anİ h;"';";;;;;;;'; Jd; i;y ,;O" 

"'İİlİ 
frİİ,'r*,"g claıs under dir crr. .,,ndi,' ,n,'?o'"b'd}ın Inıs context let us briefl\ revieu thc prcsent 5ituaıion in Au\ıria. For agrowing section uf thc peasantrv l,t, f,oçİ.rİ i."'i" 

'İl-ı"'İ.İrİ' 
rı''rr,lr,,." t".

f_l"!p_".tı9 |.5 per cen().ıhe mut6ri.l c6n..lltl"nr',,İ İiı"'İi.p.İİ"#'rll,,o rn..,
ll9g,p!p']: Lİid.. ı.e.. lrom the sıate and iıı raritıus insİiıuticıns. Hı,ıuercr.a€clslons on allowance. are passed without the involvcmcnt of the bulk of the
pİls.1ı1'_p_.pr|:]i"n but \,r ith' the participation ul tn" +İl.rİtrrrİ'-.rn,,p,,l,er.wnose representatıves 191 ,,nlr. hold İcy poıitions i-n thc highli-.ırg.ıniscıJcooperatives but also subordin'ate the.e c1.,[ıperaiii"i',,'ii.',İi.i"r,,,,,ı ıt.monopolies.

For most of the peasant population the rluestion of dcnıocracy has main|y
.l5
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two sDecinc asDects: (a) safeguarding the interests of the small and miaale

""..rhİİ 
in ttıe'cooperaİives and. (b) defending and developing the aulonomy

5İ-İ.İİİ 
'İlr..,i"iiiJ 

against preisure frori the state-honopoly |n{s!
^""-rİr.. 

-Otriouslv. 
hoİh thesÖ aspects can be resolved only by.ousting the

nİıİnonolies and ultiıİıaıely depriving them of poliıical and economıc power., ın

ffi;;Şoril".. ;; ;.tİ"g1;'g.in'e. *iti the wori<ing-class movement, which has

üİJİ"" İ;iİt 
'"İİ t İmİ'oİ cİasİ coııauoraıion and isocial partnership" and acts

resolutely againSı the State-monornlv svstem,
- - 

rnİİe a..-no comrnon interestİ aıİıoİlg the intetIigentsia wort_h.speaking of,

foi it is itseıf not a social entity. The condition of eactı ot lts groups_ r§

İİİralİınİ,,İİİİÜ 
'O],İ.i.iür. One'of them. which supplies most of the

L,İİİİİİİİ'jİİJ'illĞ. ii-int.errt.O into the staıe-mono.poly iysıem and seeks to

İiİıiİ-İ"nJ Oo., İi.it) d'..o..u"y as far as possiüle, fhe condition of a

İ;İ.Ş;İr;;h'İİİİ"İUrt h"tj-g"n.ou, group is entirely different, lt is
ffir-es;a a"d ffiineEd on bv tt e sı"Ie-monoioly iystem and suffers from that

;J.H;;;İÜ;iıi"in. *oiring iıu.s. but ii,ı many respects differs from the

İİ"-:'ÜÇİ;. ,İ;;; i;-" Ja;;i;;t iarge and num6ricaliy growing group of

whİİe-collar workers, whose obje«ive condition and_place ın the pIocess oI

İİİİaİr",i"n' u.İ 
-Oİawinq 

closer'to those of the woriing_class, with whose

İ,jÖJJtİlİ lJ'ri..iiioii'lv iinr.O Ut has many interests of its own, However

liİ.İn-"l"t tlr.İ. Oistinctiİıns may be in details, the greater parı of.the lası two
İ:,',#:;:;İ'İl;; İ,jiiiiini"tri, fa'ces the same situat-ion as the working class: a

;"iİ[;ii b;ü;,iı.T.iriiioi. ın the social process of reproduction and its

;J;ffil.il;;"iı.ioni-tırri in ,urious wayi. directly or_indirectly. affect it

l'.,t .öiii.iiiin.'.;uirution oilı. ıuuour and use of its qıialificaıions, the resu|ts

;İ;icİ"T;;;;İ oİiti'actirity. ana frequently everi the mean,ing of its life,

tl,-"ŞaŞi§"İ'.İrİiu*in Uv u t6,,r..ore ohen airoıymous ageıcies, However,

,t;;;;İ;-d;;;*d bv the İtruggüe which, in the fiist place, the working class

;;i";;-;i;;i;;"_litl-ig .v.t"6. Hence the coincidehce of interests. and the

#İ;İlİfr;';ft;;;}oİ13nİ u"tion Uv the intelligentsia and the workers, which

Hİ;'#;;;Ü;İnİ. İt uİ ttıe." seğments of ihe intelligentsia. "inevitably"

;a.;; ;i;;;;İiii,iöniiiou.n"r.. üany activists of so_called civic initiative
qİJ-""p. İ;;6;'p;;;iİely İJtt-sJ .nuıa,'and it is precisely.in ıhese strata ıhat

a;;;İ;. ;;; ;.'l"g on hbout "n..." fo,'n, of day'-ıo-day 
'democracy-, ''basic

İİ-.r"İ""r"."anO"ıhe formation of "democratic Ğells", All of this. and also the
:;;i;rr'i; *ith;iiilJ; *loiipreao in intellectual circles_are evidence of their
,li::,;"ı;;;i;;;İ;iiiiiLi.ıv. rt 

" 
intelligentsia painfu lty feels its undemocratic

;#;;:;İİİİd';;;fi.;ü; notTt fails io see ttie roots of iıs undemo-

cratic substance.
ln mv country a qrowıng number of intellectuaIs is coming round to the

.";,iıir,iioi",t ii,f"irEaitıinğ social changes are needed. one cannot fail to see

fiİai.;ffi;ioil bİ İı,J'"?lİİ, ot cupiĞlısm, Aı first they often succumb to
İ,'#ff.';J;'d;"_;;iıiii r"o., ilıe llluslons that socieıy can be changed

F"1$lTr#l,xİİ1#lt':ii*ıl*,,*ltı,tl,y.,:#,,ff şıiil},:ff f:,",}'i
İaJicalİsm, which today prÖaches that revolution is necessary, and tomorrow-
ffiff;'İ'd;İ ;;;;üii.jri lıa. noi *en accomplished-urğes betrayal of the

working class, its "inıegration" into the system,- ",q-İİ?ÜÜ-,İ İİ.OerİİİnJİng of the funciions and substanceof the state is the

*;;;e;;;;İ";t.İ unOeilylng tlı"se misconceived.ideas, To some the smte

;;;;İ; ;;Ü; evil that shıiJİ be removed immediaıely, Others ignore the

İi-ar;İ;, .f İh;İÜİ. uİ-t't. o.g"nl.ed vehicle of coercioıi by the ruling class,

İ;;İarr.Ji;"G-"urınoi rnd"".stund that the sıate-monopoly .y.ET^.!g
İİ"ırÜİ"lrelr"ea amour-plated defensive lines; the "elite" can do notfung
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ggainst it; its elimination involves a persevering. posiıi<ın and mobile. struggle
byıhe working class and its alIies up'tcı a tlecisiie butcome,

The crucial element <,ıf our formulation of the problem is that the state is a
force that uses diverse n]eanS to reguIaıe, discipliie, discriminaıe aguinst. rnd
oppress not onlv the wtırking clasr hut also thc bulk ı.ıf the peoplc be"|ongin8 to
thc mlddle strata. Tt is J \ort of heart-and-lung machine ıif hig capital."inihe
interests ofrrhich all thc other classes and stratİ are subiecı.a r.', tli,oJ-İetting.True. the cxtension oI the state'5 social functions'maIe5 it possiblc İo
camou_ffage its class charactcr. But. at the same time. situations arise more and
more trequent|v lhat bring Iarge seamenıs of the ptıpulatitın into conflict with
l19jJrli ll one \\av ('r anotlrcr. As a matter of fact. many of the specific
prohlems_ llnliç-d to thi5. f(rr instance. thc crisis of thc systeniof educafitın ıır
!!!tuIc- l!,e misera.ble state of public hcalth, the conrerİion of ılu.ellings inııı a
commodıt},. the. dispariıy in prices ııf faım produce. a.e scen sİ,lcly uslndlvtdual sociaI prtıblemr until svstematic .jal|-rııund exposure.. b}'thc
revolutıonar},parıy oI the working c|ass and their,ron expeİience brirİg ıhe
masses round to understanding the major intğr-relations İn ,ocietv anJ themalnsprtngs ol thc§c inter-relation:,, consequentl}. at each \(ağe ()f the
deve|^opmcnı of socia| conıradictions the issues muİt Ue raiseO. İrİline *ittı
speclnc.requtrement5 and inıerests. in such a manner as to lead to a decisive
concluslon: the need ftır aholishing lhc §tatc-monopolv system and chansinp
the statc's cla55 characıer. This imğlier ttıaı in any sİıuatİıJ" İlİ. *"İlirJİİ"İİ
shtıuld uphold its common inıerestİ wııh it, poı.nİlal ,lly İguİnİt tİ,. .o.ron
adversary,

, Aı antipodal stand.leads tQ a growth of petty-bourgeois inliuence, lt cannot
De oenleo that on thıs basls. to(). it is posliblc to form rclatively hroad and
durable alliances. buı unly aı the pricc'of a "eateninl uİ İt . İo'.c., ,t,l. totranslorm societv. An "-xampIc of this is thc Austiian socia|"democratic
!l9l9.T:!l. ırıulng 

1hç lifetime of two gencralions it 5pokc of winning over ıhe
aDsolute maJorlty ol the Popu|alion to socialism and ihc solution of-the basicprobIems otihe naıion'5 social development. For almost ten years it has had ıhİ
:lqPgrlof the absolute majority. bui it has not kept iıs p.6.ir.,. Toda} theSoclal-tJemocrats declare that the} cannot take any steps towards socia|ismand must rest conıent with a sonıewhat UrnrO.'. -İ*İ-aaaocracy. for
:J,|^.Iy:::.ı_'I_"y:|rirTı;,ıhey wiIl lose the majority. Such 

" 
tl," p.l... İl,"İ J"v-.İ

aüülance wlth the mlddle straıa_

Horv to Di§pell Petty-Bourgeois trlusioıu
__Doesihismean that in allcases the alliance with the middle sırata negatively

affects the aims of the working-class movement? By no rnernr. 
-----

wıthout an alltance u ith ıhe middle strata the w6rkingclass unquestionahly
cannot break the_state-monopoly system. But it i, als" irİaİsputabÜthat one o1
Jİ:^Jn3ınstlys.ot,,thıs system amo.ng ıhe masses consists iıf pctty-bourgeois
Illusrons about the possibility of resolving socieıy.s basic'problems"and
Iunoamentall} rene\ı,tng and exıending democracy wiıhouı 'changing 

therelatıons ol property and power. uithout elimindting the domin-atiÖn ofmonopoly capital. The history of thc ı+orking-c|ass moviment teaches us one
ano the same lesson time and again. namely, concessions to these iI|usions do
not €nsure a,more prolonged or a more tranqui| and safe road to the socialislgoal. I ne} glve rlsc toa ditlerent goalj correction and paıching up of flaws intne exlstlng s_üsıcm. l'he worling c|ass has been able'to copi with its classad\ersary onl\ \ıhen a considcrable section of the middli strata shed its
9s]§,sJl:s:: for a "compromise". for the seıtlement ;İ ;ial'pİoblems ..in
the lnterest5 oİ everybtıdy".
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The working class can lead a large proportion of the middle sırata alongİiiıe
road to socialism only if its party Ün oispeı the petty-bourgeois il|usions that
lead away trom th6 class struggle aıid rhe revolution. Petty-bourgeois
influences constantly affect the working-class movement in cou_ntless ways.
The oroletarianised hiddle strata add thiir own prejudices to it. Illusions can
be cieated even bv the concessions wrested by the working-class movement.
For insıance. ıhe winning of universal suffrage is known to have generated the
belief that oower can be won only ıhrough elections.- -İishlv 

dreanised State-monoioly cağtalism can be brought down only by
circuİıs6ect]inre ntive. and flexİble struggle for institutions and organisations,
t"İt .İOİetıeads and for everv possible pöğiıion. When we speak of the struggle
İor the i'nstitutions of bourgebİs demociacy we should not for8eı the follo_wing,
From the indisputable fact-that to some eiıent they mirror_the_ balance of class
forces the mist;ken conclusion may be drawn that as a result offurther cİıanges
İn İlr. Ualano or sırength all these iİıstitutions wiüout exception can be changed
İundamentally by givİng them "other functions". From the circumstance that
in resortins İo'uİdiss-uised coercion, reaction is compelled to be more
.İr.r..J".[. the conc"lusion is sornetimes drawn that coercion has a|ready

"lrrJJ 
ils role in societv's life. This conclusion disregards the situation, which

İnİonio Gramsci desİribed with ttie formula: The state--{ictatorship +

İıİsİrnonv'. The working class musl establish its hegemony, !1s political,
İaİ?l"nl.İl. and moral lğadership in order to puı an end to dictatorship,
Ho,reŞ.r. iİ cannot be ended if it i; imagined that it does not exist at alI,--rnİ 

sna- alternative of "bourgeo-is democracy or no democıacy" is
advanced and imposed in order to prİvent the middle strata_from adopting the
İocialist ideal anÖ force the workiıİg class ıo adapt itself ıo bourgeois notions,
llls ls not onlv a sham alternativğ: it has been falsified because bourgeois_j.-".."", iİ n6t cal|ed bv its orooer name-they prudently prefer to speak of
;aİ.o".u'., sen".aIlv". ,rsim;Iv ijfdemocracy". To illustrate how this method
i. ,;;a. l.İ'r'. quote'the worbj of Bruno Kriisky. Chairman of the Socialist
Frİİ, 

"İ 
Austriİ. sDoken at that party's latest conğress: "Today evernvhere in

Eurıloe. wnh the eİception of thb Communist East. democracy has tnumphed
apain'. becomins the dbminant form of state power"3.-'lÜİrrİ toes ithean to succumb ıo the prelsure of those who smeaı existing
socİlism as "undemocratic" and ıake'for democracy only the unbroken
a".inuİİon or.roital? Those who make such concessions gloss over or conceal

"niu 
one "minoi point": the acfual historical alternative is capitalism or

socİalism, Thev <jbscure or ignore the distincıions beıween bourgeois
aİ.Jİİr"r. whİch. however "p6rfecf'it may be. is marked by a tendency
towards 6ureaucratisation and monopolisation, and socialist democracy
*hich- howeuer "imDerfect" it may be'claimed to be. is marked by an ever
ınJr. ji...t and all-ehbracing exer'cise of power by the working people, As a

İİİrİt, it b"*-". easier frau-dulently to eİevate bourgeois democracy to the
oinnacle of "pure democracy", to contraPose it to soclahst, genulne
hemocracv- and deoicı it as a "mode|" for the laner.

The slo'ssins oveı of democracy's class character creates the soil for all sorts
or İlİİrİİJnİ, to"r İnsİance, that it ij possible to build a "thoroughly democratic"
*rİoİ-ctİrr. on the reactionaİy, state,monopoly basis, or to give üe
t 
"'rİr."İJ 

state a "broad, massivİ: democratic Easis", or that the advance
towİ?Js socialism under bourgeois democrac1 by means of gradu9l changes
d-oeJ noİ İ"qrir. a sıringent -cuöing of bouİgebis inffuence, including ıhe
influence of the bic bourqeoisie.

İnİt 
"lons 

run İhy ada-Dtation to bourgeois democracy leads to the invention
of İ *fıınaİİıentallf neJ soclllsn" ü;t i§ fitted into is narrow bed. In this
,l8
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frİmework_there is_ no room either for the experience of existing socialism. th€actual.conditions for building the new socitİty to replace İlıİ'olO, or for the
o_DJecııvel tactors determinlng what freedoms and what degree of democracy
are possıble ın.each specific case, [n üe final analysis. .ipure democracyi
requires a pure ideal.

Dia|ectics of class Alliances
_ All models of capita|ism's evolutionary. graduai transformation intosoclallsm nave one and the same specific: the thaoretical assumption that it iipoJsible constanı|y and gradually İo enlarge ıt. allİ"nce İf-ı-nJÇorl<lns .l...wltn tne mlodle straıa without any conlu|sions. crises. or serious seba;ks. İn
lT !,^..,.9y.9l_c.ry,!e revolutioniıry movements tlıis İneorİticİİ assumption
nas jever 

_been contırmed in practice. More, it comes into conflict witİı the
Pİ:lT..l_,.u|.,u* ot cap!talisrn-uneven economic and political development-
a ıaw wh_ıch governs. not only ıhe relative dynamic of d'evelopment of İlifferİntcaplta|lst countrıes but a|so the processes taking place in them. rurther. thisa|sumption.is cont€sted by the fact that among"tfie miOOlİ .İrİta ıhere İs no
:lPJig: 9, examples of.utter devotion tO a just cause. self-sacrifice,
ş:e1l|essness. and courage._ but more frequently thire is irresolution ano anlncllnaıton to Stde w|th and adapı ıo the strong.

Jtnce tn.theır present quest for a 
..fundame-ntally 

new.'. ..more democratic''way tosocialism some thaorists are Ieturning also t'o Austİo-Üaıİlsm, lt wouİabe useful to recall that when the ..way t. İİİ'Orİ-İaİr.İ".uÖ.TİŞ.İr.t.ıa 
"naeOin failgre _after the civil war 

"f ldr, "Öİa;İ;;;;;1,'İfi' s""u.e thetransition from üe capitalist to İhe sü;iaiisi-m;. 6t pioiii"tiJ,i it is vital to
:1t_t!: .:.l.Jr":e ofihecapitalists anJ 6İg lİ"İl"*"İ,İ. İ. JİJİ.]ptation. lt isnecessary ıo smash the entire econoıırico-ideological mechanisİn of do;in;ti;;by 1hich the capiıalist class.influences ano suuor?lnaiis to ii.inLi".t. tt" r"ttürurgeoısıe, ıne Deasants. ıntellecfuals, and even some segnents of empIdy;land factorv work-ers"ı
.. The idei that in üeir totality the middle strata automaticat|y submit and aİelinked. ıo capital is unquestidnably wionğ lt';.-;;;l;;;İJİİn" tutaıl..implicit in_even the besı variants ofhr.tiğııiiiiii. rir-.ıı,iT, ıiiLır-.rıaentthat comple-te unity of the workingcl".";d i;;fi-;;EJiiiii i"l'iiir" to otı,e,segm_ents_of working people ma/ be achieved ;İİ;""dJ;;ci-aİİİm. elİ İtlissuggests the ımPortant conclusion that the winning of the middle itrata to theside ofıhe work'ing class or their neutralisaıion def nİs İİ.Jİİİ-on tl," 

"*t"nt 
towhich it btcomes-possible ıo 

"ornteİ 
tlre Ji*rğf;;F;#;; exercised

[lTg! t!9 mechhnism of class. domİnatİJ", İ.j .',İ'İnİ Şİeİİto *lılclı ltDecomes possıble to weak€n and breaİ the existing relations of dependence,laytafe and paralyse the covert functions ortlıe İp|fuaİus oJ 
"oİİc'İon 

una tl,"nsmash lt.
Thus, theİe are no erıaranıees that the middle strata already actitrg to8eıherwith üe working class-to achieve. spec-id; ,i.;İÜ;-*r:;İelrİ'Ld at sone

lLTİ.|!9!: _till,rXry or even defect to the side of the aar.o"rv,İJ tl," .i-Oİ 
"İIne "strongest . (Jne thins is cenain_and it is that if at any stage of its stru-ggie

l9:,^.,:.,!r^,lgll.v 
pany möves awayfro_m til -;i"lİE;.;;İ;; its work inexplatnlng ıo ıne mıddle strata---on the basis of their own experienc!-the clas§character of democracy and the state *a ;lso İ-he-li,"İİ1]"İİ.İltal.t -r.pIaces o_n democracy aiıd the impıiminiit',i-.,i ti"iiiiri"i"iiı İiİ."noun*.these effons it will bi:come imnoisible tor; b;y;naİh-Ö'HİİJ, u",rİ.tagrutıon

and. vacillation wilt become inövitable . Pıu;ir"iy-ü\i;;;";;;!i'ii i, .r-..aup in the key propo_siıions ot tte classics Jİ Ü"r-jÇd;İ;ffii.ihe workingc|ass can approach the revolution, lead its allies tJİİ"rO İİİr.]lİ'.nlv l" tlİE
49
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event that it links every step of its advance along this road to the -ost re"olİİe
and consistent democratic demands.*'İİ;';;;tii; -usİea 

rrl,"tt e, further development, in .p.anicular, the

tru,iriiion 
,t 
iiii oihJriiic, anti_monopoly reforms to.the.socialist revolution

İJİ'd;:;ff;İ İ"-sİ;rpins- this requiĞs wilt not inevitably _narro]r down the

;İİİ;;;.İ rİİ;;.v"rhoir, 7t ut this ii not so. ln the period from F€bru_ary to

İtoü;;ldÜİ; hrssia İtıe Soüstıeuiks advanced a|ong the pathof politicisa-

iıoi--J i&i*tı* of the "lower strata", stirring formerly "apoliticat".groups,
İ^*J.]İİ, uJroJİngİhe inıerests of the intermediaıe strata. and, at the same

İİ,İİ. J'."İt'"İlİİll,,; jİ.İoilatlng themselves from petty-bourgeois ideology,
Tİİİ;;;İi;;il;;; tJ aroia tl,e-Oaneer of the petty-bouig€oi. wave swamping
,tİ;"r;;;l;İi.;; ."r"."nt. The ğowing stlenğth of Ğe most determined,
İ,;;;;;d ;H;tİ İaİriea with if thosj who iingeıed or vacillated, The

"İİ,rİ.İrİİ". 
İin" ,İr"dİhe way for iself into the middie strata who h_ad begun to

ffir;.1;;;Eİv Oi-İİİ..nİ .itruıion. in Czechoslovakia.at the close of l947

İ; İ; ;ffi İÖİİİ. ,i,tin i.u.t.n attempted to intimidaje_ıhe middle strata by

;İİ;#;İİaı';.irİl'İieiOomii' *e." th;atened. ıo pull them_over to its side,

İ;";?h İh; ";;;-;t. İh; capitalist road. the Cohmunist Pa.rty responded

t'J ,Hİ;;;ti;;'İh;;J;;;; iowards socialism, It appealed directly_to the

;İr.;;:';;;İ;&İ'İlİ.o.iuiv. demanding from ope nly class positions fu rtheı
iil'riiiijıütT",i-r,";;,i;;a;i.r_ ;d puiting for*ar<i demociatic demands in

their most consistent form."'İ ;Ö;İ-th;-g.İİJ-air"rrity of the democratic traditions of political

ir*id;;.;d;İ tfieİpecincs otine social structure in one country or another

İİ'-*,İ"İİİUe absurd ıo eİpect to ji,e any ready-made recipe for.the conduct of
İ't.- İtrİrrrl"İ". Oemocra'tic righİs. Notlİing can relieve the revolutionary party_

;İ İ;ffiİİ;;iö "iii'o,ii. iog.,t 
". 

fith th" masses and with account of
;;'#;";Öİfi;;; ;;;;;t" ;l;ğ;,s cal|ing for a further advance towards

Ş;İ;İÖ. 'A 6;h!İİJrun"" ,n tF. Oirecıion-of socialism is possible only ıo the

İeiiİ';İ;;,';';l;tLnls founJ for the problem formıilated qy,.L:ni5
."-t lninp the strussle for democracy with the strugg|e tor socıalüsm, ano

İİİİ"İİİ'İrliİ, ,İJ ift-iio ii.." ...onO. J'In this"' Lenin wrote, "lies the whole

İTftİlİİİİİİİİ?l,İ. İ.İt. *t oi. er."no- (Coll, works, Voı,35, p,267),

lKaıl Marx and Frederick En8els. s?tecü.y' co nespondenc,, p,38l,
2Antonio Gramsci, P/§on Noıebooks.

-,{isr?',| 
jİ,H\lJj; jil"',,*",:#pŞmilirl3i[T,,]ioT:"

Present-Day Imperialism:
Theory and Practice

Internationat Theoretical Symposium

THE \UMR Comınission on Class StruegJç in_ Developed Capitalist Countries
,:^'"'."]ı.'.i'i.]itt iıi"-iioıisiı ınstituıe-toitıı?study of coiıtempoiary pıoblems of

ö"-Jiİ"İi.İ'İİİİ"r,İİJİİ-lnİİrn"tio*t symposium in Warsaw to con_sider some

;;'"İİİ"İ İfi'e;;;lö;;;i;ii,,p,;a[im at üe present stage, Those who
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Some Trends of the Class Struggle in lmperialist Countries
TİMURTIMOFEYEV

Director, lnstitute of the International Working-Class Movement of the
USSR Academy of Sciences. Corresponding Member. USSR Academy

of scien'ces

TH E inr igoratiun ol u ork ing-clirs§ 5truggles. the grou ing influence ofworking-
class orgitnis li()n\. and the stepped up democratic actitıns of the masses
c,haraclerise present-day social life under 5tale-monopoly, capitalism. tn
ditfcrcnı countrıes thesc processes havc their ııwn specifics and they develop
ıı ith dissim ilar dcgrecs ı,,I intcnsitü . but eı,ervwhere thcy §tem from one and the
same source. namelv. thc scıciaI contradictions of capitalism. The rising tide of
rtıcial ıensitın in the capiıalist utırld is nou noted nrıİ only by Marxist scholars;
it is acknou,ledged in thcir oçn rvav by many Western analysts. who are lar
removed frrım scienıific communism. l

Howerer. u,hilc acknrıu,ledginğ this fact. bourgerıis and retbrmist
ıpııkesmen usuallr inıerprcı it-as-a phenomcnon un-İelate<l to the basic
anıagon isms of capitali\m. as due to IranSienı Siluaıion changes. Stlmc of them
are cvidently aware of the discrepancy betçeen these interpretations and the
acıual situation and prefbr ro refrain liom generalised assesiments. sserting.
lbr cxamplc. that a credible explanati<,ın cannot be gircn of the causes of th1
prescnr upsrı ing of the strike sıruggle. and holding that the accumulation of
cxtensire material on this struggle is accompanied bv a "crisis of its
iırtcrpretatitın".2

Iı is nııı diftiçult lo undcrsıand ıhirctınl'usiı_ın: ıhc rııcscnt \ırikc m()tcment in
the induıtriaIiscd capitalisı cı)untries d()cs n()l tit into tradiıitınal apologetic
in_lerprerJtions (,,l lhc cIass sırugtle, Toda1, it is inlluenced b1 a wide specırum
ol ncu. non-transient. l,.ıng-tcrm tactors linked trı the aggravation of
capitalism's general crisis.

When one analıses the srıcio-ectınomic and political Situation in the
imperialist ct,ıuntries one finds solid gr<runds for be'lieving that the economic
crisis of thc mid-l97()s in thesc countries was the commİncement of a long
perjo^d witnessing the deteriııratkın cıf the conditions of reproducıion. curıency
and financial disorder. and social conrulsitıns, Some jf capitalism's acute
conıradicüions rangc hurond ıhe cyclc lrameuork. inlcnrilying the structura|
crısı\ ,and.creaııng unccasıng ıensi<ın in the capitalist world economy. This
situation is _marked _by the intert*ining oI many crısis processes: ' 

cyclic,
currencı and financial. cnerg1. mincrals and primary materials. and so on. The
mounıing crisis of neocolonialism is to liome extent narrrıwing down the
possibilities tbr easing ıhcse processes through the exploitaaion of ıhe

8l

Deepening of Social Antagonisms
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developing nations, which are upholding their political and economic
indeoehdence with growing determination.

Sıbte-monopoly rİgulatİ6n has proved unable to curb the crisis processes.
All iıs mechaıİisrİs arİ in serious Öisorder. This is seen most strikingly in the
currency-financial sphere and in the labour markeı. The fusion of inflation with
mass unemployment. a phenomenon unusual for any post-crisis phase of
animated bÜsiness activity. is becoming chronic. ln l97[l alone consumer prices
in developed capitalist coiıntries rose by 8 per cent and the unemploymenİ level
topped 5'Der cdııt. The deterioration of fhe condition of the working people
cau'sed bf growing unemployment and inffation continues to deteriorate as a
result of-th_-e "anti-crisjs" miasures taken by the state to increase direct and
indirect income taxes of the working people, freeze wages and salaries, extend
ıax and other benefits to the monopolies. and cut back state expenditures on
educaıion. the health services, housing construction. and so forth. Moreover.
the condition of the masses is affectğd negatively'by the arms race and its
consequenc€s.

Thetonversion of mass unemploymenı into a p€rmanenı factor in the period
followinc, the cyclic crisis is se'en'in practically all the developed capitalist
countrieİ- Mor6over, in some of theae countries unemploymeıit has grown
substantially, as the following table illustrates:

ğnımhs of Uncmptoymenı İn LeıdiD8 wc§t Europ€ın couıtrle§i
(,000)

i

1970 |9,I4 1975 1976 |9,7,1 l91a I919
Feb.uary

Britain 6.ıı) 615 cü8 1,359
Italy 6B 560 654 732
France 262 498 &ı0 934
FRc ı49 582 t.m4 1,060

* Monıhly Bulktin of S,,,r!J|ics, Sepıember 196, April 1979

1.4tt4
1.545
|.In2
l,030

|,452
I,632
|,342
1,134

Altogether. in January l979 there were 6.5 million registered unemployed in
ıhe EEt states. 6 million in the USA. and 1.240.({[) in Japan. The growıh of
the number of totally unemployed is accompanied b1, an upward trend towards
a urowth of Dartial ıinempl6ynient. In the common Market states t|ıe number
of' oartiallv 

'emptoved fl'ucıuates from + per cent of the total number of
embloved İıersohs (Ireland) ıo l7 per cenı (Denmark)ı in the USA iı amounts
to l0 o'er cdnt of the entire !üorkforie. The cÖndition ofthis category of working
oeopfe is unstable, they +ıave flimsier guarantees of employment, theif wages
hre İmaller. and they have fewer posiibilities for drawing upon social funds
than Dermanentlv enioloved workers.

ln İhe oattern-of uheıİıolovment a more visible place than before is held.
alonqside'sroups of skilled'industrial workers. by wağe workers of non-physica|
oroĞsion"s. sbme of whom have the highesı ğualifications (engineers.
İeachers. manageriat and office workers. and others). The demand for labour
has diminished in the services industry.

The asgravaıion of the problem of employment is largely linked to the
attemots"Öf monoDolt caDital to use scienıific rnd technological achierements
to sıeb up the eİploitation of the working people. to Capitalist forms ot
ration;|isİtion. In lumming up the views oİrİseaİchers into the problem of
employment in the FRG. tlie West German weekly Der sPiege' writes that İhe
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joined by education and cultural workers, employees of the radio and
television network. and even by parliamentary employees. Many post offices in
Spain and Britain ceased work time and again in l978. ln Portugal 300,ü)0 civil
servants staged a huge nation-wide strike.

One of the significant factors enabling the working people to secure the
satisfaction of their demands is that beıter tactical ways and means of class
struggıe are used. The increased interdependence of various branches of the
economy of developed capitalism, on the one hand, and the widening
coordination of the actions of professional and branch contingents of workinğ
peop|e. on the other. are giving workers' organisations broader possibilities for
employing new methods of strike action. For insıance, a strike in a k€y sphere
of the economy allows the trade unions to step up pressure on capiıal and the
government on a national scale. This role was played. for example. by, among
others, the steelmakers strike in the FRG at the close of l978 and early l979,
and the slrike of transpor1 workers in Britain in l979.4

The working-class movemenı is counterposing its own, proletarian system of
safeguarding the socio-economic rights of working people more and mor€
efİ'ectively ıo state-monopoly regulation of the İelations between labour and
capital. The experience gained by the working-class movement in the
imperialist countries in the l970s indicaıes that as il reaches a certain level the
strike struggle. in combination wiıh action by the masses under po|itical
slogans. leads to definite results in the socio-economic and legal condition of
the working people and. most importantly. to noteworthy changes in the
alignment of class forces and ultimately to a weakening of the positions of
staİe-monopoly capiıalism.

As it translaıes ıhe new possibilities into reality the working-class movemenl
grows numerically. becomes more active. renews its forms and meıhods of
struggle. makes greater demands. and exercises a growing influence on the
working people and their organisations and on socio-political life. An analysis
shows that of these phenomena the principal one i5 the mounting tendehcy
towards making demands whose satisfaction weakens state-monopoly
capitalism.

This tendency is seen distinctly in a|I the key areas of the working-class
strugg|e. A new content is being acü]uired by the actions of the working people
against unemployment. Under conditions where they have become İtab-le,
where the ruling circles cannoı cope wiıh their growth, these actions are
spearheaded not only directly against concrete manifesıations of
unemploymenı buı also against ihe socio-economic mechanisms tbaı
consıanıly reproduce iı. Extremely indicative in this respect is the struggle for
the rıorkİng-İlass mo\ement's acıİve incursion into the processes ot aEÖpting
decisions on the regional and branch distribution of investments, i.e., inİo an
area to which onIy recently it had no acces§ whatsoever. In Italy, for example,
the trade unions are bringing increasing pressure to bear on entrepreneurs in
order to compel them to channel new investments inıo ıhe nation''s southern
regions. which suffer most from unemp|oyment.
_ Noı resıing content wiıh fighting foi the solution of current social problems,

the working people of France, Italy, Britain and other counıries İre having
ıncreasing recourse to measures such as the occupation of factories whose
oııners roll up production and discharge workers. In some cases these are not
merely acls of prolest against dismissals and difficult working condiıions, but
also an €xpression of the striving ofworkers to take productiÖn into their own
hands.s More and more frequently this is linked to the demand for the
nationalisation of various factories and entire industries.

The broadening of the spectrum of socio-economic demands is a
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distinguishing feature of the class batıles of the Proletariat today. This trend is
reflecied, fofexample, by the leadership of Sohyo, Japan's largest trade union
centre, which streases that the Japanese workers should fight not only for
higher wages but also for an improvbment oftheir condition in all spheres, that
they shou[d insist on an improvement of the system of social insurance. price
controls, environmental protection, and the uninterrupted operation of public
transport.6

In lhe industrialised capitalist states the workers' organisations are
demanding a linkage of automation and rationalisation to measures to halt the
prowth of unemDlovment. namelv. measures such as transferring redundant
İorkers to kindr'ed İ:nıerprises. ttİeir retraining. and so forth. ln tİe USA and
some West European countries the tIade unions are demanding a shorter
working week that would compensate for redundancy of labour power in
automated industries.

While making socio-economic demands. the organised working-class
movement seek§ to give them a scientific foundaıion. In many countries the
Communisı panies and ıhe trade unions have experts and research instiıutes
analysing sÖcial processes know|edgeab|y and conducting sociological.
ecoıİomİc. and oth'er research that provides such a foundation. For example.
the purpose of these analyses at the French General Confederation of Labour.
Georgei Seguy. General Secretary of the GCL. said. is "to obtain a better
underİtandi-ng of the changes that |İave ıaken place in the organisaıion of work
and to ascerlain lhe effects of the changes that may occur within the next ten
vears".7- 

The deepening of the working class' socio-economic demands is closely
linked to the inĞnsification of its struggle for the participation of working
people's representatives in decision-making in all areas of economic, social,
hnd- po|iıical life. Depending on national conditions and the political
orienaation. workers' orğanisations put forward various aims and programmes
for this struggle and conduct it in different forms. Bouıgeois spokesmen and
the rjght socİİl-reformists are attempting to approach the question ofworkers'
DarticiDation in economic manasemenı from the sıandpoint of "social
bartneİship". The Communist parİies and the |eft-wing tradİ unions counter
'these alterhpts wiıh ıheir own alİernative. the essence oİwhich is to fighı for the
actual demÖcraıisaıion of managerial structures in the economy and other
snheres of social life.'We are now observing a growing accent on the politic?l aspects of the
struggle of the working-people noi only against specific social calamities
(unÖİıployment. soaring'priİes. and so on) but aiso against ıhe exisling
political aPparatuses thai cannot cope with these calamities. The working-class
inovemeni is bringing to bear direct and constantly growing Pİessure on ıhe
narliamenıs and İovırnments of a number of countries. Indicative in this
l.snecı are the dğvelooments in the l970s in Briıain. where the fall of the
Cohservative ( l97{ ) anİl ıhen of the Labour ( t979) governments took place in a
situation wilnessing an aggravation of the class struggle and was largely.duejo
the fact thaı the policiei-of these governments came into conffict with the
interests of the working masses.

The significance of İhis tendency is all the greater ıoday when ıhe political
system oT state-monopo|y capiıaliİm. _whici hirrors the deepening.of social
ahtagonisms. encount-ers'synipıoms of crisis. when conıradictions rise io the
leve|where the adminisıraıİve-mechanism of the state loses its abiliıy to control
more or less significant areas of social life and cannot check thİ mounting
Dolitical acti!itv of ıhe workins,Deoole.' The growinğ political insıab-ifity İn developed capitalist countries is seen in
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the steady erosion of the centrist electorate, which has for many decades been
the principal buIwark of the "modeıaıe" bourgeois parties. This is leading to a
more cIear-cut polarisation of the political orientation of the bulk of lhe
electoraıe. Between the left and right blocs, which are more diStinct than ever
before, there is an unstable equilibrium under which the change of poliıical
forces holding the instruments of power depends on the vacillaıions of a
relatively small group of the populaton maintaining an intermediate sland in
the "grey zone". In recent years this situation has in various ways affected the
twists and turns of the socio-political struggle in Italy and France. and also in
some ways in Britain. the FRG. and oıher capitalist countries.

lt should be boİne in mind thaı political. instability holds ouı the possibility
for various development. under specific circumstances. the temporary
equitibrium may be Üpseı in favour of İeactionary bourgeois circles with'all thÖ
ensuing internal political and international consequences. Howeveı, ıhis
balance of political forces may tilt in favour of lhe working-class movement. the
left-wing fanies and organiİations. The struggle for İ6e ıealisation of this
possibility is now one of the major orientations of the efforts not only of the
political parties of the working class but also of many trade unions demanding
the democratisation of state poliıical institutions as a vital condition for the
satisfaction of the present-day demands ot the work ing people.

There are. I believe. grounds for stating that the deepening of social
antagonisms in the imperialist countries is inducing the working class to rise to
new levels of confronlation with state-monopoly capiıaIism. As the
Communist parties of developed capitalist countries have noted in their
documents. this trend is unfolding under complicated conditions and
encounters many difficulties: the growing resistance of the class enemy. a lack
of unily in the İrade union morEment'İn some cases. the attitude 'of some
right-wing leaders of social reformism, and so on. However. il continues to
develop under the impact of capitalism's objective laws and the purposeful
anıi-monopoly actions of the lefı forces.

This tendency springs noı only from the aggravation of imperialism_'s inteanal
contradictions but also from ıhe internationalisation of these contradictions. a
process that increases the need for coordinating the efforts of the various
contingents of the working class and all the anıi-imperialist forces on an
internationa| level. Today this is an exceedingly impoİtant task because the
prospects for world development and the ways and means of resolving the
quesİion of war and peace and other g|obal problems will depend largely on
what class forces are predominant on ıhe internationalscene.

New possibilities aie opening up for the working class and ils allies also in ıhis
area of social confrontation. These possibilities are linied chiefly to the
changes in the alignment of class forces in the world under the growing
inffuence of socialism. to changes that create favourable international
conditions for ıhe sırugg|e of the working people in capitalist countries.

The proleıariat of these countries uses counter-measures. based on
proletarian solidaı,iıy. to fight ıhe inıeınaıionally coordinaıed policy of the
multinational corporalions and governments. The sıruggle against
unemplo1ment is ranging beyond national boundaries. The arsenal of the
means of this struggl€ is augmented with a weaçıon such as the international
strike. Such strikes have taken Place in the ı9?(k at the Solvay and Saint-
Gobain multinational chemicals ırusts. the Dunlop-Pirelli rubber monopoly,
ihe AKZO multibranch corpoİation. and some oth-er corporations.

UnIike the former solidarity campaigns, when the mi[itant initiative of ıhe
workers of one coun'try was suİporteİd b"y the working people of oıher counlries
(shorl+erm strikes. demonstrations, collection of donatiohs to an aid fund, and
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so on), thes€ were joint actions prepared in advance and they took place
simultaneously under a single plan. These strikes are the first t€st of strength in
an area that is largely new ıo the working-class movement. However. the
direction given by this 6rst experience is of the utmost impxırtance; the logic of
struggle for one of the most pressing demands-guaranteed employrnen(-
inevitably brings ıhe workers and their organisations into direct confrontation
with the multinational monopolies.8

The fact lhat capitalism uses immigrant labour in Westefn Europe poses th€
working-class movement with acuıe problems of an internaıional characler. ln
the FRG. Britain. France. and other countries millions of permanent and
temporary immigrant workers are employed chiefly on arduous. low-paid jobs.
Discrimination and racism are widely used by ıhe ruling circles to split the
working class and slir up national prejudices among the working people. The
workers' organisations are countering this Policy with inıernational solidarity.
wiıh coordinated actions in deferrce of the rights of immigrant workers.

The conditions are now taking shape for unitary aclion by trade unions of
different politicaI affiliation on any urgent problems facing the working people,
including the problem of fighting mass unemployment. bridling the arbiırary
ruIe of ıhe mulıinational corporations. and ending the arms race. As was noted
aı th€ 30th session of the General council of the world Federation of Trade
unions. the attitudes of the main internationa! trade union centres-lhe world
Federation of Trade unions. the lnternational confederation of Free Trade
Unions. and the General Confederation of Labour-have many points in
common.g This is evidence that despite some differences there are growing
possibilities for invigorating joinı action by various contingents of ıhe trade
union movement in the struggle tbr the settlement of urgent problems facing
the working people.

In order ıo coordinate action on an inıernational scale and work out a
common plaıform in the struggle against inıernaıional capital a number o[
trade unions have set up pcrmanent secretariats, Better organisaıion in ıhe
working-class and trade movemenıs has opened the way to Iarge-scale
internationally coordinated actions. For example. in 1978 woıking people
acted against Ünemploymenl. in defence of the right to work simulıaneously in
[8 wesı European countries in response to a call from the tradc unions.

These acıions are an extremely promising and rapidly spreading tendency.
whose significance is made all ttİe'greaıer 5y the fact thaİ it is developing in
interdependence wiıh analogous tendencies in other arcas of ıhe class 5truggle.

Thus. the aggravation of the antagonisms b€tween labour and capital tın
bolh the national and internaıional |evelr is ıoday generating tendencies and
prospecıs of ıhe class sıruggle that despite ıhe activation of righıisı. reacıionar}
forces in some capitalist countries may uhimately strengthen ihe positions of
the working class and give its organisations new possibilities of an advance.

lFor inrıance: Thr Rcsıürçc,ı.l oJ (Lüsl Co,ıflir! iüü *'e\k,üll Luıopl,Si(t, /9ö,!, liıl. l. ,\i]ıi.rıll/
sıı/../iej., Vol, ]. C.,rlpııılil e ,-t ıılı,ııç. l he lvlıcmillrn Prcsı. t td . l97t]. Ed. b\ Colin Cr(,uch ınd
Aleısanılro pızzornıi.

'This i§ deall wiıh in deııil in a j()inı publicı!ı|(İr bl()ughı out h! thc ln§liluıc (lI th. lnıcrnati()nttl
Working-Class Movemcnı of the USsR Acadcm\ ol science\ and lhe ln\lİü]l. of Nlirr\i\ı snıdiel
in Frankfurt on Main: 

'ygJlel,rl 
E ft)p!: ('hüs| Balüks oJ ülle P/okı.r,ıı. Mo\co$. Progrc\s

PubIisher§. l97ıt-
3Der Spiegel, April l7. l978. p.8()-

'The forms of ıhe strike 5lrug8lc arc no* gros ing more r ıried: "chessbonrd" or "\hilıing" .lriles
(consecuıi\e \horl \ıoppJ8. in tndl\ lduJl licıory dcpanmcnts ıhal disor8ani§e ıhc Pr()ducıi(,n q cle
in the enıiİe factor}). "sudden" sırikes (olganl§ed wiıhoul gıllng thc managemenı prior
noıification). "zeal" and "work to rule" strikes. "reverst sırikes" (when sırıking *orkers occup,
factories and continue production ). and so on. This qüestion is dealt witb in an anal}.tic.]l sune}
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,/,r*"E,-r L"n1-^ , r7-,*, /??T
unions of socialist and other countries. Iı is affıliated to the world Federation of
Trade Unions.

of course, the national trade union centre stil| has its weak points. To rai§€ its
efficiency, it is indispensable,
prlncl p les. cspeciall y in eıecti
viola tıons o fdem ocracy and o
tries to discredi t and underm
various ways and reduce
with regard to the worki n8
all who, like the comm un
patrioıic role of the worki ng-c movemenı and who are doing thcir be§ı to
strengthen it

l Sce Naim
l976.-E.l.

ab, 'For an ovcİall s.ttlcmcnt in the Middlc Eısı., in ırl.lrR, Dç..mb.r

Exchange oJ' Yiews, Discussion

Latin America: Curtent Tasks ln
the Anti-rmperialist Sttuggle and

International §otidaİlİy
International Exchange of Opinion in Prague

The recenı peliod has been marked by an upswing in the Latin American
peoples' sırugg|e for stıonger nationaİ sovjreignÜ, ,ociuT-pİogİ;* ona
d€mocracy_, a8ainsı the tassist_ ıhreat, for anti-imperialist chaıigeiaimed to
ellmlnate ıojelgn-monopoly domination, and for an independent foreignpollcy lor their countries. This struggle has gone forwaid aı a time -of
radical changein the balance offorces-Ğ the woİld arena in rarou. oİpeae,
democracy and socialism, and with growing unity of thc maİn ,"-lutiooory
streams of.our day: the world socİalist sy-stem,' the internaİionaİ wortin!
class, and ıhe national Iiberation movement.
_ An inıeİnational exchange of opinion was arranged by the World Marxisı
1(eyreı. ln_Pra8ue on the_subJect: ..Current Problems in the Latin American
Peoples' .strug8le and So|idarity in Face of the Present Stratesy of lm.p€rıaltsm". Amon8 those who took part were: Rubens lscııo (Aiientinian
Communist .1nd public !eadgr), Lıiis Pıdi|iı (CC ...Üİ.'Co".rroırt
Party of Bolivia), Marcelo Sııtos (CC Execuİive C""İ.İ*io"-İİİİmUe.,
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Brazilian Communist Party), Orlando Millıs (CC Political Commission
member, Communist Party of Chile), Francisco Gınboı (member of the
CC Poliİical Commission, Peopte's Vanguard Party of Costa Rica). Manuel
Menendez (Representative ofthe Communist Party ofCuba on thejournal),
Rene Mıuge icC Executive Committee member, Communist _Party of
Equador), -Dunieres Tılis (Political Bureau member,_ CC_ Seclela_ry,
Guadeloİİpe Communist Party), Otto Sınche_z (CC member,.Guatemalan
İartv of Labour). Janet Jıgİn (Executive Committee member. head of
tnteİnational Department, Pİople's Progressive Party of Guyana), Milton
Pıredes (CC Poİitical Commiasion member, Communist_ Paıty of Hon-
durasl. Niaurie Jııston ( Martinique communist Party), Salvador Gonzılez
VıriİİCC Secreıariat member, Mexican Communist Party). Ricardo Gırciı
(Nicarİgua Socialist Party), Felix Dixon (alternate CC member, People's
İarty oT Panama), CarlÖs Mıciel (CC Political Commission member,
Paracuavan Communist Party), Pedro Mıytı zıpıtı (CC Political Com,
missİ-on hember, Peruvian Communist Party). Miguel Enrique Melendez
(Puerto Rican communist Party), Enrique Rodıiquez (Executive com,
mittee member, CC Secı€tary, Communis1 Party o[ Uruguay), and Pedro
ort"ga nı", (member of th; CC Po|itical Bureau, Communist Parly of
Venczuela.

THE meeting was opened by C. Nuncz AmYlıırte, the Peruvian communisı
İİn"'. ,"o.e"*.nı"tiv'e on thİ Journal and Chairman of ilş Commission on
nrobıems öf ıhe nationalJibcration movement in the Latin American countries.
the current exchange of opinion, he said, reflects the urge of Latin America's
Communists consta.-ntly td enrich and develop our theory and ıo_ acquaint
themselve§ with the p;acıical experience and political apProacİ. of fraternal
İartics to various phİnomena aıİd events. The tast of the participants in the
mccıing is ıo discusi problcms in the people§ strugg,le in each of ourcountnes in
Jonn"ciion with the'lat€st expressions Öf the strucıural and political crisis in
Latin America and to clarify thc scale and actuaı content ofthe present strategy
oİlınpc.l"İl.., notably U§ impcrialism, which_has met with major reverscs, in
oih..'oarts of tite o,orlğ and noiv seeks to re-€stablishet any price the positions it
has loİı on our continent. As it§ contradictions sharpen, imperialism becomes
more dancerous to the DeoDles.

lt. CJ"rrf"ren". of İomhunisl Parties of Latin American and Caribbean

"orntİi". İİİr""", 1975) said that "the exacerbaıion of the overall crisis of
caoiıalism and its total inibititv to find a way out of the situation has induced the
m-5sİ acıressive circ|cs of mon-opoly capital-ıo turn to fascism". That is why iı is
.o i.o .t"nİ to,trdv and sum ıİp ıhc dİverse forms of the heroic stIugglc againsl
İr.Jİİİı *lrİ"l, is İing carried on in highly difficulı conditions in Chile,
U;rr;y, Cruİİl, Soli"i"] Paraguay and othJr cbuntries. Convincing evidenct of
ıhe -ooiver and imDortance of international solidarity and proletanan
İntcrıİationalism can'be seen in ıhe constant and allround support which our
pcopli are gening from thc progressive forces, thc socialisı community in the fi§t
olace.' Such exchanges of opinion are a form of livingconıact which helps to broaden
end deepen thİ appr6ach to ıh€ common problems and makes it easier to
understand the intİİcacies of the changin8 reality.

Gon .|ğ Mııln. Faced with growing d]fficulties, imperialism has soughl to_

woİİ out a new oolicv. It has so-ucht tJshift the burden of the consequences of
the overaıl crisii of 

-capitalism oiı the countries which are dependent on it,
İİo."i"İİu 

"" 
iıs southeİn nciıhbours, and evidence of this wiII be found in the

."ilrii, 6r tvnicaı insırumenĞ of imperialism, like the International Moneary
FJnJ.'Hİİ.] İrnp.rialism has relied 6n the local o|igarchy and the monopo|ies,
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whosc cconomic and po|itical interests are clo§ely bound up with ıhc intcıesls of
the -meıropolitan country". Juding by_ the measures beiiıg ıaken by ıhc ncw
Yexıcan government, the local oJigarchy _has succeeded in-achievinğ its aimı.
The 'alliance for Pıoduction", whİh th; Mexican governmcnt has Ğoncluded
wıth reprcsentatıves ot the most reactionary circles ofthe oligarchy, and ıhc calıs
_on 

thc People to contain their rcquirementshave actually res-uiteJlıi a rrcczingİ
wagcs, cut_bacl(s ln glver.nment spending on social security and education, ind
8İowlng proılts lor the o|i8archy.

At th€.same time, there is evidence of a crisis in the meıhods u§ed to run thc
İl9!!l *hiı! ıl,ç,political.bureaucracy has been using over ıhe pasİİew ycan. ThcLommunısts allow o.1 lhe possibi|ity thaı the preaent econÖmic criiis can bc
overcome. H ow€ver, it ıs not a matter ofindifference to us what kind of measııres
ar9 g;cd to do this. They.must not harm the mass of people. Wnİt is more,
mtndtul ol ıhe iessons of the crisis, we have put fonvarb demands whjsc
|!!|q:ıı wij| hglp to reduct ıhe dependenc. bl tl,e nİİİo*İ'""ono-y on
ımperıalism. On üe political crisis, our main effons are aimed to overcome iİ in a
gemocratıc way. c-omplete legalisation of the Mexican communist Party would
pro_vıde evidence that this is the way the ruling circles have taken.
..Gımboı. For.years the imperiaiisıs lıare İavocaİJa Ğİnİ.al eme.lcan

allıance Ihat would meet their interesıs. There is an awareness among our peoples
that a Central American Alliance is an objective İ.qrİİİ.İ.İİr ;;;";İ;
development, but they do noı want it to be spoİsored Uy iİperİalİİm. rne Unlteaııates has maİa8ed to set up a -common market'', a system of economic
ıntegratlon in"central AmeIica, and, on the.basis of a militiry treaty, a Central
Amefıcan Lrelcnce Council (CADC;, which is empowered to sİnd oıİe counıry's
army to o_perate on lhe territory of others. This hilitary treaty has most of illaııected the Costa Ricans' interests,. b€cause our couıiıry is-the only oae inAmerica withouı.an army. although it does have 

" "irİİ!İrarO-*İtl, 
,,İpİ..İir.lunctıons, a public order forct.

We have_no military instiıutions or miIitary caste. A bourgeois democratic
system has been e§tablished in Costa Rica. which is the only Clntral American
r€public to maintain diplomatic and trade relations with ıhİ socİallİı countrles.Arıer l/ years ın the underground, the Communists and Left-wins forces have
won.complete legality and the ırade-union movement has been d-eveloping in
Tl3jiv,e fıeed.om, although it does have to face many dif|rculİİeİ. rogetlıİ. rİlttı
ot|:I_!_.I|,r.l,ns lorces, we have been worklng persisıently for unity.

l3cıro. h ollow!ng lts reverses in Asia and Africa. imperiaiism has cÖncentratedon safeguarding its positions in Latin America. rnİ te-poİa.v aefeaı of thedemocratıc process with a socialist perspective in Chile, like the eİtablishment oİcıverse dıctatorshl_ps ln other countries in the souıhern parı ofthe continent doesnot mean that the Latin American peoples are in retreai, or that iascism is on ihe
offensive, winning _new positions öveiywhere. ıt ls trui itıiiiiıe iir"iriı.,ii.y
movement in some Laıin Americancountries has been deaıt heavyblows, but iti
i:!i:l.T:"§ are also uıq.uestionable. We believe İhİİİn İİ"İ"İtl"g thİse onİ
._19.Y]9 

1,9! 9: s|iged only by whether we have or haye not succeeded in aıtainingpow€r. wc must take account of the extent to which the masses are involved iİ
the .anıi-impe rialist struggle, of the growth or tlıe .evoİuİİona ıİovem"nt inLattn.America as a w.hole, the changing frame of mind among iniividuals in thi
a.rİned lorccs, the attitude of th€ Catholic Ctıurch to the dem-ocratic movement,
!l,:^_1c]i9n 

slaned by.some circles or tne _Uourgeoiİİe .İ;;;İİ-İİ. poİl"y-ot
1lı_..l9:l9!1l monopolies, andso.on. All ofthis testifies İd the İ[eveloİmeıİt of]ne antl-ımperıalist and revo|utionary movement on the continent. Every
*o_rj_!.y 

h1, its.own specific problems, ind these are taken inıo İİcounİ Uyİac6rany ın.workıng out its iine and tactics. Of course, ıve have onc commonenemy-ımpenalüsm- and one common }veapon-internationali§t sotidarity.
n
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That is why we Communists must act in concert both in Latin America and all
over lhe world.

İhe contradictions bctween US imperialism, on the one hand, and the masses
of oeoole in the Latin American couıİtries and some governments, on the other,
lrİ,İJ d."orne so acute that a complete break is a possible prospecl, As for
nroİnİina and other couıitries of the continent, amonİ ıhe ca uses of their friction
*İf,,- tlİİ Ü"İİİO §t"tes one must note thc problems oT"defence" of the Souıh of
thi ıtlantic, nuclear treaties and human rights. Our ıask is ıo use thcsc frictions
lo develoD the anti-imDerialist movement.

Wİ bellere that therÖ is only one way ıo unity and liberation, the way of.mas_s

struaele. The Deaceful. likc the non-peaceful way, must always be connected ır,|th

masŞction, iİstead oİ reckless action bya minority ouı of touchwiththe masses,
ln orİ 

"ount.icr, 
the struggle for sociaİism is closİly bound up with the struggle

for democratic chanıes.--we Argentinian communists have carried on an
ideological struggle ağinst every f-orm of ultraleftism, which has done so much
harm İo the Communist and anti-imperialist movemenı.-Wİ 

İİeİ tlr"t more attention should 
'b€ 

8iven not only to the activity of political
and social orsanisations and mass action,-buı also to piocesscs taking place in the
armed forces] l n Argentina, there is a wide spectrum of views among the military,
İangİng from prog-ressivc-minded groupiigs to reacıionaIy elements, Some
;İİİ;;', ;;; rİieci iommunism bu't taie in anti-imperialiit and democratic
İ,'İİİİİİİİ. Wİ rJİt at much importahce should be attached to the problem of the
militarv.

fİİ.lt.rscle in Arsentina is aimed to pr€vent the dark cloud of fascism and
reaction in-İhe scrvic-e of imperialism frbm covering the sky of the Southern
Con". §*".r, ln ensuring reİpect for the Argentina'in§ democratic rights and
freİJomİ *oula inevitablİ tellbn ıhe neighbouiing countries, because Argentina
obviously exerts an economic and politİcal in{luence on them. lf democracy in
nİ".nİİ.İ" iİ strensthened- and we regard such a perspective with
ooİmism-the situaı-ion in the Southcrn Cone could change.-'C;ftr. 

lvlajnacİ. A few days before leaving ıhe Whita House, President
Ford announced the US intention to turn Puerto Rico into yet another state,

rt İ. OİJ noİ 
"oın. 

us a surprise for the Puerıo Rican Communists. For years, the
US oil companies had becn conducting gcological exp|oration on the territory ol
İr.İİo lİ.Ö İnJ in its off-shore watersl -An oficial aıinouncement said that large
aeoosİı, 

"f 
oil. copDer and other minerals are located in the area ofthe country's

nnhl*İn .o"rİ. P6litically, Puerto Rico is beginning tote source of serious
aia..-ro. it . Ü nit.d Statei.'The Puerto Rican Communist Party wants to see the

İİt"6İlrt 
"İ."t 

oİ a broaO patriotic front to tackle the problcm of ıhe country's
İ;l ;İ;t* İ; tl,. nİİionİf inıe..st, that is, to eliminate the colonial regime with
İİ?'r-rnİ"ıo-İİiİ" oİ İİl patriots, regard|ess of pany affiliation. lnternational
soİijarity lİas enabled uj to give broader scope to the struggle at home,

Tııir. l he oeoole o[ Guadeloupe have been carrying on a hard stru8gle for
a.""ı."i*ii"i. 6.ipit. tti facı ihat ue have not yet induced all the working
;;;;l;İ;İ;;;;l.irn ror winning autonomy, tlıis question continues to be

;;;;İ ;h.;6;İİ;portant for Guadejoupe. French imperialism and the French
;;;.;;;;";.;İri;İ'proiiii, it. int...rts. iegard auıonohy as a threat to colonial
İrl. İ, orİ .orntry.'But as ıhe t 974 elections sho*ed. a majority_ of voters came

.-rİlİİ'r"r",]İ 
"İ "6olishing 

the colonial regime,.There is no doubı that iı i§ now
İ"İ*itÜr. ,"İt. tt e forceİ in G uadeloupe-fighting against coloniaIism, Like all
İh;;h;;;;;;Ü;. oui people ıake an tıptiiıistii vĞ'r of the struggle against
imoerialism."' 

dlİlİİİ,,-§in". the takeover by the armed forces governmenı. our Pany has

l"İ,İrİİİ"al tİİtiİaı İine of srpğoning all the positiie elements in its activity, It

9t
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has a|so indicated the need to combatall the negative aspects ofits policy, which

iıi.,işil,iılı;ş,:li:,"ffi"",,§ Tff *,jiH,f;}"l1i:*in J.."fr,,.j::[ İi:pro-fascisü clements which attehptcd t" ,t"g. 
" ""-,iii" 

i ci;. T'ti;r. 
".e 

aı.o ınedemocratic forccs which fouchı arm in arm igainst ihc fascist grouping. in thi;conditions, we have bcen wo-rkingro .t.eng|fJn'i-ır]ii jiöiiifi iio demorratic
tl!j!|d§ alnong 9inain circles ofihe a;;a'İ-;;;'. 

"'fİ'"";;İ*!İİ 
not l,"r. rnu

i!il.!a;"'.",T,iT ",XTlffi' "",},Hli"_:iTİ ii,T,'.g#ll:f"#:ff',TiE aliin the armed forces governı;ent.' O"iFini'i,"J;;;';;."kİİ-İ;l;,.
establishm€nt ofa broaJ Lcft-forces front to uniĞ the Sociİİİsİ fany, Ctırlstiancircıes, a section of the army, tte *oİİ-İnğ;ı*; İ'Ö;.ii'rİİr.rnent, anoprogressive forces in seneral ı'

- Rodıigucz. our staiing poinı for analysing the situation on the continent isttıe Dec|aration of the Coiference.of C_o.;ffi ;;i';;il;;L"riii'i...i."n 
"no.C,TilTır^*ı,:eş_w_hose overall ev;üöi;;;;;;;;;;n"toİİJ J,İ Uy,i.., 
"nOtnı§ ıs oI greaı ımportance. considering the changes that have tareıİ place anJLa_tin Ameıica's political instability. TEe fact th"İ;;-;;; i;;;;th a counter-

l|i:.i:.lü|,ü!i!rilş#Jti:,İ,,:.,xlia:tJ""T.ffi t:Ş:{fi ,Tix'l,J"".,#mounıed in view of the very grave. politİc"l pr"*'r.'!"İĞ rİiİr"rd in LatinAmerica. Makc no mistake 
-aİout 

it: the coÜnıer_offğnsivİ tıİİ Urougtıt USimpe rialism. some success, but it was acııievea- ai'ti. 
-jr"öoTT 

""nsiderab|eoveralı weakcning of its position_s. lı.rent eı.İ., u' *oİ.e.fr"g' ; ;İ;İ;ğ;;perspectlv€ does not nccessari|y mean that at this tactiiai- moment theconsequences of imperialist p_oIicy have ueen nuııiiila.'iieİJuii.r-orrenrive ı,u.cosı our peoples much sacrifice and suffering.
. ^lt_is 

impossible to describe everything thal hİs occurred in Latin America froml9&4 ıo 197.7 .l t is no longJr posİible İo use tt. 
"la 

İ"İaİİl"İ,'6İ."r.. *. no*
l1::.t9.d._rl Y,]hJascism. still, despite^the monsıroui crimes of imperialism, ii is
ill"j_tgl ]t !1ı ll]led ıo de§tİoy the Communist Panies. Nor hai imperiaıism
manageo to splıt the trade-union movement or to set up yellow trade unions. lnstraıegıc terms (also.taking account of present potentiaıities} the balance oi
,^":"^1^,!, 

T:_Y9l|d. ı: jhaPing in our favour. Iı these past few years, LatinAmerlca,s ( ommunıst Panies have done a great deal, andihis has nbt been easy
anywhere. In.U ruguay, Argenıina, Chile, Bİazil and oth;İ";;;İ;;İh. f.at.rnjlpanıes have,lost many ol their leaders and rank-and-file membcrs.
._.U_5_ _ımperıallsm has sou8ht to_present itself in a new guise, conducting an
ll:::]:!]:11l campaign. against the socialist countries anii seeİing to spliİttıJtnıernaııonal communtst movement over the human rights issuğ it hhs alsomade use of various moves ovcr the term§ of miliıaryi'a s;;-"İİlrİ"t"ıy İİ]i.policy has _engendered fresh contradiction. unO l,İ J-rrn-t". worsened itspositions_in Latin America. This is a very intricaı. p.o"... i*İrjıns elements ofthe.inter_imperialist struggle ( likc the null.".*n.rfr 

"İİİİmİnİİ'üİween 
Srazil

İll,d ,l1: F\G), We mu§t. use. the se contradictio-ıİs, -wİtt.uİ't uİÜ.r.lng ,rytIluslons.oI loslng our political independence.
. Imperialism will s|ek ıo prevent Latin America from reıurninq to the I970slluaılon (tıl€ year ol the_popular unity victory in chile), or the oıi-e which tooksnape aıter the.collapseoİ thedictatorships in the fifties and the victorious CubanKevoluıton. l he most iı can boPe for is to accept some *institutionalisation'' Jnthe Brazilian modeI. But it wili notjbandon İ;;;;;;iİ;;;İuppress the

PJ:jTİi:l:lT:lL, ,l the army. This wi||.hivi i; Ü-do;;"iyih;p";pı;;
tnemse|ves (however tremendous the price in sacrifice) through the bioaiestpossible struggle and unity of all ıhe patriotic forces: clvillini-,iıiü.y, atıı"ı.ii
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and believers. In this struggle no opportunity musı be o_verıooked, however
in.iınifrcanı or lnoirect. so to brineiibouı an upswing in the struggJe of masses

of oioole and ıheir uniıy in the battle against fa§cism to breach the enemy camp,
-- 

[İiİ'rou. ,"a., ,inctİhe dictatonhif, was established in Uruguay, Bordaberry
has done down, the contradictions between those who are.holding onto power
İİİesallv have 

'been growing, and the economic situation i§ catastrophic,
W;a;;; 

'; 
internaİ rİsistİi,ce and international solidarity, the dictatorship_

fınds itself in ever greater isolation. The leadership of the Communist Party ol
Üİ.İrİu l,^ nİrİr-ceased its activity inside the couhtry. lt hascontinued to issue

.rİJEİ".İruna oublications and has helped to advance the struggle of lhe masses,

;;;;;:jılİİİ; ;İ;;riion of the o,gaiisational structure and austained activity
[rİlr. İİ"Oİ:,İ"i"" centre (Working-People's National Convention) and various
*'.İİ-İrİ t."Oİ unions. Despite thİ threits and fierce struggles May Day was

publicly celebrated in 1974 and 1975.' 
Since October 1975, the fascist forces' offensive has been _waged with

,"o.""İa"rı"a savaqery. Our movement had to go de€p down underground to

;;r;;;;;;;;j;"s.-iie stiuegle goes on, and ihat is the main_thing.for us,

i^iJiir"iiJ,,iJi"ıiii.iiiııas ue;"n of-tremendous assistance. We realiscd the great

.İİ."oİl, or tn. rorces ıhat can extend support to a fighting people, We areaware

;'İİ'h:'İİ."i';;;;;i..-üt*iin tl,. ris'istance mo,-vemerıt in thc country and
i;d;";;;;l ;;ıiJ;;iı,. 

"na,r.aii.. 
tne importance ofthe heroism ofour leaders,

İİ'İ; j;İ;F;."e"ijİ]İ:'İriİ ü"J..i", nlbeio Altesor and other comrades, for the

İ;İİtr;İ-İaİ"İ.İİ"İl cohesion and elİvation of its morale, We are proud ofthem,

^.-İ-,lİ.i-r-r.lİt]Ü 

-prestige 
is incontestable, Their behaviour_ in the torture

;ffi;;;; ıi* iii diil-iEi iıehiio be caııed national heroes of the anti_fascist

struggle.
Üffido not advocate a "care-free optimism", Our struggle has beeı, is and will

l. İİ*a. lİİ. J"rt ,İ t'heİnucrıle in tt ö İnternational areni-in whic_h the balance of
iliş;; ,:ii;iri" i; i;örioitT;p.opıcs struggle. Fierce battles will continue to be

İ;;;;İİİİ;'A;;'-i";,'i;;iifr ar*.s# may alternate with defeats, We in
ı l ruquav have been concentratIng our efforts to a;hieve unity ofaction and set up

" 
İİo',ılfall İl,Junti-fascisı forc6s, seeking not only to lib€rate our own country,

İİ ;t;';';;k.--;;;;İ;İb"ai";'6 the"cause oi wiping out the fascist and
i"."tion"., dictatorshiDs on the continent as a whole,'--ı,r;;;;İ'.r.'İ;;;i;İI*. ı,". u""n forced to abandon its.'told war" policy
b;;;;;Tİh.;İ;İoİİİ. İ"or.a Uv tt. forces of peace and socialism, the advance

;;;;;;;Ğ ;; İte worting ilaİİand il,e piog.es"ive forces in th€ capitalist
;;Ü "ffi'"dİ;İ;İ" p.öi;,;;;"*sses inihifight against colonialism and

neocolonialism."-İ; -;;;l ;riod has been marked by a succession of defeats for US
i-"lİ"İlJ,İ "ııK"İİt " 

.ıroİlİİ nİ.rİ Secretiry of the Central Cofimittee of the

e;';;;İ F;r;tÖuUa. İiOel Castro, said in his Report at ıhe FirstCongess:
;ö;;';;;;İ; ,İİ'" 

-r."1-oiö"O 
of navlnğ in some measurt contributed to that

ni".İ,j.i". İ!İ!"İ'"İ Üİ' lİp"ri"llr., pröving that. only 90 miles away,. a small
nation- relvins on no othei sırength than its moral determinatron to resrsı ıo Ine

"","lİj_ J.a ""n ıne solidaritv of the international revoIutionary movement, was

;;İ,e ;;;;;Ü"Cİ İlİİ i.p"rl"li.t on.larght by the world's most oppressive poler,
The existence of revoluiionary Cuba, its successcs in every splıere oı socıat lue

;# ;fr;";;T;,;;i dliiipi.iili.t-uiğ,",son give our pe o-pli nope of a radiant
İİİİure desoite the still exi]sıing difficulties.'- N.*-rİJrJ. t'lİİ:ijİoloİt"İİ.İ.ugg. tends to become ever more acute. with the

i-;1i;İİ ;;;;;'i-n-ıİo?rii iuUffi ...thods. With socialism scoring more and.

;;;;;;;;;. ;"a Zapitalism paralysed by an economic crisis, ıheapologısts oı
imperialism have been conducting a broadIy organised campaıgn to oenıgrarc
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existing socialism. US ruüng circles have vainly tried to prescnt themselves a§
champions of freedom, sponsors of a genuine peace poücy, and initiator§ of*just" general disarmamenl. Having been forced to takĞ such a stand because of
the changing balance_of forces, imperialism has soughı to slow down progressive
transformations leading to a further strengthening of the revolutionary camP.
Following tire election of the Democratic Party's candidate, Jimmy Carteİ,
extensive effort has been made to present the new Administration as an advocate
of a new order in latin America, with profuse talk about human rights.
Imperialist propaganda says that US military aid will bc ıvithheld from fatin
American governments violating these rights. However, this is no more than a
screen because socalled direct aid is very insignificant as compared with indiıtct
aid going to the repressive regimes. What is taken from theh by one hand, is
being abundantly supplied by the otier.

By means of this campaign, the imperialists seek to creaıe a climate of mistru§t
of the socia|istüommunity countries, the Soviet Union in the first place, and to
switch the attention of the peoples to the question of sotalled lack bf freedoms,
democracy and human righıs in the socialist world, including Cuba. But the facı
is that only under socialism can a truly humane society be set up, free of all
exploitation, a society in which all men are brothers. How can there be any
human righıs in a country |ike the United Sıates in which people are being
discriminaled against for reasons of colour or origin? How can thay tatk about
human rights while supporting colonial domination in Puerto Rico and
prosecuting ınd incarcerating fighters for that counıry's independence? Howcan
they talk aboul human rights while resoning to subversion and sabotage, effons
to destabilise governments, continuing their aggressions against Latin American
peoples ard conducting a criminal policy of blocading ourcount4' How can the
imperialists hold forth on human rights while making use ofa|l the means dt their
disposal to maintain the fiercest exploitation on our continent? How can they
claim to bc the leaders of the fighıerC for human rights while pursuing aggressive
aims, with dozens of military bases established all over the rvorld, including the
territory of our country, and manufacturing every conccivable type of
destructive weapon?
. Folloıving the event§ in Angola, imperialism has tried to fan a campaign

designed to discredit the Cuban revolution. To drum up support foi t[is
campaign, prevent some Latin American and Caribbeİn cbİıntries from
defending their natutal re§ources, eStablishing fair prices for their basic export§
and safeguarding_their national sovereignty, imperialism has spread runİours
about the *threat" of a cuban invasıon.

US government spokesmen recently announced the US intention to modify its
policy with resp€ct to Cuba. At our Prrty Congress, Firsl Secretary of the Ce of
the communist Pafıy of cuba, Fidel Castro, said: "We are ready to negotiate,
and we reiterate this also at our Congress, before the entire Cubiın people, that
official ncgotiations cannot be carried on, unJess the US government'reciifies the
sub_stance of its blocade policy. . . . It is a question ofnegotiating on equal terms,
and we have already said that for us the blocakade is a knife at our throat; it
creates an atmosphere for negotiations that we will neveraccept." With the world
norr developing towards detente, cuba, which has always based its policy on the
principles of peaceful coexistence, equality of states İnd respect Tor national
sovereignty and independence, will not ıake a position ofnegative intolerance in
the matter of settling its conıradictions with the United states. This is our
position: if a policy of peace and friendship is taken with resp€ct to Cuba, we
pursue the same policy. The lifting of the blockade would mean a defeat for the
policy which has been pursued by imperialism with respect to Cuba forover l5
years. lt would mean a victory for the peop|es and for the international
revolutionary movement. However, it will not shake oursotidarity with the Latin
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;
American peoples and with the revolutionary and nationa1-liberation
mov€ments in all countries.

oncgı Dlız, our country is going through a politically complicated period:
clections for lhe President of the Republic are at hand. The partiesare preparing
to nominate thcir candidates. Never before has venezuela had such a rise in
priccs and such a shortage of foodstuffs as it has today. That i§ the re§ult of the
failure of the 'agrarian" reform, which has, in fact, served the ruling circles as a
screen for conducting a bourgeois agriculıural reform. As a result, the presenl
level of agricultural output does not meet the country's requirements. On the
otheı hand, as this will be seen from official data, the majoreconomic groupings
linked with imperialisın have been enriched and have increased their power. In
the recent period, despite the nationalisation of oil and iron ore, foreign capiıal
has markedly strengthened its positions in the country's economy. There is a
rapid growth offoreign invcstments in industry, financt and banking, in defiance
ofthe Andean Pact's decision "No 24". The condition of the massescontinues lo
be cxtremely grave. The working people's real ıvages have declined, and in the
past few years the bourgeoisie, the employers have increased their share of lhe
national income.

The mass movement has been developing despite the role of the ıop trade-
union bureaucrats, who depend, on the one hand, on the Inter-American
Regional Organisation of Workers (ORIT), and on the other, on the Social
Christian movement supponed by ıhe United States and the FRG. From l970 to
1976, the number of illegal strikes increased considerably (let us note, that all
were declared illegal). This is an indication of the growing fighting efficiency of
the masscs. our Party's panicipation in organising the trade-union movement
has grown, and we have continued to consolidate our positions within it. The
Party'§ line on thc electoraı campaign consists in elaborating a common
programme and nominating a §ingle candidate for all the Left-wing forces. We
have no illusions on this score: a hard struggle lies ahead, and we may possibly
not achieve success. The important thing, however, is thaı in the course of this
struggle the Party will be able to consolidate its ties with major political forces.

Mlllıs. Fascism emerged in ChiIe in response to the development ol'the
revolutionary process which was led by the working class and which scored
considerabIe successes that the chilean people cannot forget. For a correct
evaluation of fascism, one must make a profound analysis of ıhe changes that
have taken place in thc economic, social and political development of Chile and
other Latin American countries. The Chilean Communist§ devoted special
attention to a study of this problem in the l950s while working out our Party's
pro8ramme, and pointed lo the formation ofa local financial oligarchy. Its most
aggressive groups, which we call the great clan§, practise open terroristic tyranny,
making direcl use of fascist military commanders for thes€ purpose§. They were
set in motion by imperialism, the ClA and the Pentagon in the first place. Today,
they are being helped and supportcd by the Caner Administration.

The main feature of the fascist tyranny is İhat it is practised as a system of stale-
monopoly capitalism. Some analysts have debated the point of whether it was
right to define a§ stat€-monoPolisı a regime that is dependent on international
finance capital, thaı has yet 1o reach a considerable level of economic
development, and whose mosl dynamic branches of the economy depend on the
metropolitan counıry. We fcel that in analysing such regimes it is indeed right to
lay emphasis on their dependent chalacter. But one should take accounl of the
facl that that is a type of dependence which is also a type of state-monopoly
capiıalism. In casıing about for support from a|l the bourgeois and peıty-
bourgeois sections, fascism in Chile riioned to demagogic propaganda against
the role of the state. But that was no more than anoıher ofthe numcrous fa§cist
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tricks. Actually, the major chilean enterprises continue to b€ owned by ıhe state,
while the whole intricate system of pfoduction and state administraiion of th;
economy as.a whole, like the development of these enıerprises, serves the
ınterests ol the most avid groups of the financia| olicarchv. 

-

Under fascism, new forms ofslate-monopoly capiĞlism are exoressed above
all in the consolidation of the mechanism öf {ınarıcial dominaıio'n in the areas
where the.most active monopoly groups coalesce with imperialisı finance capital.
We regard _the fascist economic ''model" as a component İan ofthe internatİonİü
division of labour in ıhe capitalist world seı 'up 

by İhe larqg İnternational
enıerprises. ln Chile, this hrs |ed ıo the destruĞtion of a siİab|e section ;a
tradltıonal industry. At the same time, minin8, the pulp indusırv. aıro-indusırial
complexes, fore§try and the fisheries hav; bee; gİven a fİeslİ impetus foİ
development. To become competitive in these inğustries, the inteİnational
monopo.|ies have established control over the provision of technology and
linancial resources. The local financial oligarİhy also has to secuJe the
accumulation of capital and high profits, an-d thiİ cannot be done wiİho;t
contlnued Iascıst aeıror.
. We have onour side, on ıhe side ofthe working class, tremendous forces whose
interests have been affecıed by ıhe current situaİon in the counıry. tt isourduİy
to work oul. not only ıhe slogans for the immediate demands İnd resistan;,
aımed to mobilise the masscs, but also a patriotic, anti-fascist Drosramme for the
counıry's funher development. That is what we have been doin-c_Mıciıl. There are two main factors in Paraguay which- hamper the
development ofıhe productive forces. of industrial an-d ağricuttural projuction:
Iatif'undism and imperialism. Their dominaıion resulti in staqnaıion and anarrowing of the domestic market. Masses of people in thİ country areimpoverished and unemployed. Over a peıiod oİ mlny yea.s, 

-Stroesİner's

oıctatorshlp has sysıematically sold ouı the naıional resources to international
monopolies. ln an effort to stem ıhe development of our people's struggle, thi
dicıatorship. has resoned to threats, persİcutions, tonlrej, l<ianapTinğ'oİ
pollticaI and trade-union leaders and vio|ence against them. Thc situatioh i;the
counıry clashes not only with lhe vital interes-ts of ıhe workins class and thepeasants, but also affects ıhe inıerests of the national industrial a-nd commercial
bourgeoisie, including the nonprivileged sections of İhe İuİinc cüİses. rlıere isnow.a,unıversal gıowth.of disconten_t with the backwardnless, poveny and
repnsals..l he working class is exıending its struggle. At the saıİıe timl, thepea§anls have _bcen fighting for their land] for fair frices for ıheir Droduce andguarantees of free_activiıy for their organisations, hnd the studenİs, for betıer
condıttons to. study. There is a broadcning movement to secure the release of
Pollılcal detaünees, agaınst tonures, Persecutions and so on. The church has an
tmportant role to play in the §truggle of thğ anti-dictatorship forces.

^ 
rhe dicratorship has repeatedly announced the desıruction ofthe Paraguayan

L'o_mmunist.Parly, but it is stilloperating within the country. Thougıı Ğ hive
lost many oi our comrades, though CC Secretary. Iike Migıİel AngeTSoler was
arıested at the end of l975, and lik Der|is Villagrahas disapleared Üthout trace,
and though many Communists are in prison, İİe Pany lead'ershİo is İn Parasuav
and has been strengthening the Pany.s bonds with the masses. | ı'has mainta'İnJİ
contacts with various politica| circlcs on ıhe need forjoint struggl; by;ıif;;;;
opposlng the stroessner tyranny. Their unity is the main condition foroverthrowins the lecime_

Zıpılı. Tİe rcvoİutionary process in Peru, which was anti-imperialist andantFolıgarchIc, and had an anti-capitalist orientation. is facinggravi: difficulties.
The economic crisis, a refleclion Öf the world crisis oİ capİİaİlsm, tıa" lıaa an
extremely negative impacı on the ongoing transformations. i n seeking a way ouı,
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thc armcd-forccs government had ideological illusions because ofit§class make-
up. Its activity was based upon allegedly original theories, notably the
conccpüo; of'sclf-governing socialism", rejecting the necd for a revolutionary
pany, and for thc doctrine of the class struggle, and emphasisin8 the attainment
of naüonal unity. All this prevented the armed forc€§ governmcnt from taking
the path of deepening the revolutionary process. This would mean a break ıyith
dcpcndence and an advanc€ towards the socialist way ofdcvelopment. Failingto
do this, it was powerless in the face of reaction. Exploiting the economic
difficulties, the reactionary forces managed to change the government's
character, sccure the removal of its revolutionary wing, revision of the basic
progıamme goals and a gradual emaciation of the progressive content of the
affected transformations. we fe€l that the presont govemment is no longer
rcvolutionary. But ıhenjt is not fascist either, and we believe that it is tryingto
work out its own policy in accordance with its conc€plions. People's
organisıtions, our Party in the first place, believe that the main thing now is to
formulate a policy for pulling ouı of the economic crisis. ln so doing, the whole
burdcn should noı bc throıvn on the mas§es of working people. This policy
üould be aimed to deepen the revolutionary process,_instead of slowingit down.
The Communists have proposed a programme for solving the economıc
problcms that would help to unite all the revolutionary forces. De§pite the
§yst€mstic attacks on the pan of reaction and the ultraleftist eIements, the
cfforts to sow dissent in our ranks, the Communist Party has steadfastly
maintained its unity. Even faced with the prescnt serious position, there are still
opportunities to advanct the revolutionary proctss, enab|ing the democratic and
popular forces to prevent any further shift to the right or the establishment ofa
fascist regimc in Peru.

Juıİon. The people of Martiniquc acquired national sclf-awarenessa relatively
short whilc agb. Öur struggle fbr national liberation has gone forward in a
country where, despitealltIi difficulties, the working class has won considerable
gıins. The ctass struggle has forged organisations in ourcountry which prevented
a neocolonialist solÜÜon of the problems, as has been the case in some African
countrics. AlI of ıhis makes Öur strugsle ori8inal and explains why it is
dcmocratic autonomy and not indepcndence thaı is our slogan. The Martiniquc
communists attach ;xceptional im-portance to greater internaıional solidarity
and stronger cohesion of the international revolutionarJ movement.

Sıntoı,-As Gcneral Secrelary of the CC of the Brazilian Communist Party
Luis Carlos Prestes said, imperialism has failed to altcr the tendency on our
continent towards a sıİengthining of the progressive forces. Still, we shou|d not
forgct thaı over the past two years sinc€ tha Havana Conference, imperialism has
conicntrated its utmosı attention on Latin America. one must al§o note at
prcsent the €xistencc of a fascist thr€at on the continent. Reaction's reson to
tascism is cüdencc of its weakncss, of a stren8thenin8 of the ırorking class and of
exac€rbation of the class struggte in Latin America. Materialisation ofthe fascist
threat is not in any sense inavitable. The threat can b€ eliminated tfuough
concert€d action by our peoples and by our Partie§, but always with international
solidaritv.

we bciieve ıhaı the question rai§€d by Comrade MilIas about §tate-monopo|y
capitalism on our continent is highlİ meanin8ful. lt has a bearing on the
countrics which have not yet athined a sufficiently high level of capitalist
devclopmenı and which largely depend on impcrialism.

In April of this year, ıhe -Brİziliİn dicktorship dissolved Congress for a few
days wlİen thc opposition resisted theapproval ofa reform ofthejudicial system.
Thereupon, the İeform, along with others, was imposed_ on th€ country, and,
ıiie ma'ny 6ther measures, cut-across the Constitution and was designed to limit
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the potentialities ofthe electoral system. The changes mad€ in it are intendcd to
prevent the opposition from winning a majority i; th€ Senat€ and in the İtatİ
governments in the elections next year. By heaİıs of Institutional Act No 5 the
dictatorship_ has. in effect, invalidated the importanct of the legislature and the
Judıcıary. Having analysed ıhe regime's po|icy in the current- period, as it is
loslng lts sırength and relying on an ever narrower base, a Pleniry Mecling ofour Party's Central Commit(ee said that fascism tends to become €vet mofe
aggressive.precisely because it. was weakening and facing an impasse. However,
ıhe opposltlon movement against the existing system has yet to attain sumcieni
:!9.p" W^" feel it is only being revived. As yİt, there havÖ been no major rnass
acltons. Our Party's stand is to.[tromote.the unity ofall the forces actinğ against
İascısm or entering into contradiction with it, even if they may turn out-to1€ no
more than feilow-ıravellers. This wi|l help to takejoint attion with all the forceİ
now opposing fascism- We have been woİking hard to prevent any juxtaposition
of the civilians and the military, and have ğut forwa'rd as İlıe'bİsic iİsue the
wlnntng_over or, at least, the neutralisation ofa sizable section of the armed
foıces. We also believe that to win in the struggIe against fascism therc is a nİed
to develop international solidarity, which is İİread! there, and whİch has beİngiving us crucial assistance.

The arms race has continued in our country, involving an expenditure of
something li.ke $2,000 miIlion a year, Tanks, plaıies and *a,inlpri.Ö u"ing uuiıt,
and ıhe nuclear trealy with the FRG is being-implemented. Thİ struggle İgainsİ
plans to set rrp a South Atlantic Pact is an uigenİ problem and a maiİİlem*ent in
extending the detcnt€ to our continent. Proİlenİs like the nonpİoliferation oİ
nuclear_weapons, noninterferenc€_ in the domestic affairs or othÖr countries, a;
end.to the arms race, and inviolabiliıy ofborders are also of much imponance foİ
Latin America.
_ Gııciı. our Pany has proposed the unity of all the anti{ictatorship and ant!
lmperıalıst lorces. As a first step, the pIo8ramme of the Nicaracuan Socialist
Paİty c_onİains the proposal for dernocraıising our socieıy. Thii requires the
unity ofaIl the sections whosc interests havc been affectea uyihe dictatohhipand
ımperialism. They . make up an overwhelming ma.johİr- oİ-the pdople.
r,rlslllusıonme nı wlth the 5omoza regime even amon8 the bourgeoisie, thi w-ork
done by ou_r Part_y among_the massciand the middle;dirns oİİtıe p,İpuİaİlo-ıİ,
and the defeat of imperialism in Cuba, Vietnam, laos and CİmUoİllj tıave aÜ
helpe<l to set up an antidictatorship and anti-imp€rialisı front. It includes richt-.
11ing, centrist and Left_wing trendi. The struggli of ttıe revolutioJryİ"rİİT jr
T,91l",qür" l". cpte forward in an atmosphere of fierce reprisals. But tespite the
dıll ıqultıes,laced by our Pany, it has been organising thĞ working people, andprovlclng leaoeİshlp and gutdance in advancin8 their class consciousness.Jıtan. sınce the üme when the G.uyana government took an anııimPerialisı
stand, the situalion in the country has .had- posit ive ana 

"egatİve;pd§ O;;
could note a num.b€r of positive sĞps taken by thc governme]nİ in l"İeİgn policı
notably the establishment of relations with ıhe sociaıisı countries. TheiwÖ mainindusıries-bauxiıcs and sugar-have been naıionalisea. luİllıere is al; a
negaılve a§pect. l he naıionalis€d industries have remained lafİely in ıhe same
state as ıhey were before, but lh€ nationalisation has pro<lu-ceİl 

" 
pr-.İaİ;

stratum, a bureaucratic bourgeosıe.
. _ 

The Burnham government declare§ that it has done much in the sphere of
ideology. But des.pite its tips€rvicc to Marxism_Leninism, İİ lıaİİİİll c<İntlnueO
ıt§ lıne ol. so-catled co-o!€rativ€ socialism, and this is causing ideological
contusion in the country. Thc. absence of unity among the Left-wİİg forceİhas
fl|j_o_ ql9g""s_:"..ious ,problems.] Our task is to .strengthen tf,e People's
rro.8resslv€ pany to enable ıı to exert an influence on the govemmentand phya
leading role in political life.
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Pıdlllı. Bolivia's present government is no different from the fascist and
fascist-minded regimİs estabİİshed in the southern part of the Latin American
continent in the- recent period. The "new order''' is more of a terrorisıic
dictatorship of BoIivia's pİo-imperialist bourgeoisie than a state mechanism for
the dominırion of the ridht wins of the armed forces. iusı as "pinochetism" is a
mechanism of the Chiteİn chauİinisıic oligarchy. The-"new order" is the face of
fascism in Bolivia. We emphasise the similarity of these processes because,
alıhough present-day Latin American fascism cannot be regarded as something_
ıotally-id;ntical in ilı the counlries, it is the common and similar features of
fascish, and not the national sp€cirıcs that determine its dangerand possibility of
iıs funher extension. For that ieason, and also forvarious others, anti-fascist and
democralic goals are now paramount in Bolivia's life. In order to altain these, the
Bolivian woiking people and other social force§ have mounted large-scale mass
action. Strikes, minifestations, protests and hunger sİrikes by the wives and
children of those arrested and daported tesıify to the conıinued sıruggle of the
working Deople and other sections for democracy and freedom. The Banzer
dictatoİslİip İıas no social suppon, and the discorıtent is groıving. Progressive
circles rejeİt the dictatorshipls concessions to the monopolies of the USA, ıhe
FRG and Japan, demand protection for national natural resources, and
condemn the İriminal projeÖı lor reseıtling in Bolivia I50,000 racists from
Rhodesia, Namibia and SoÜth Africa, which the Banzer regime seeks to impose_

under the pretexı of resettlement in the country, while it is pursuing a policy of
eenocide asainst ı he lndian population. One of the key results of this struggle is
İhe formaİion of a broad dÖmbcratic movement in difence of civil righıs and
freedoms on which numerous public lıgures and leaders of the opposition
Dafties, including former ministğrs of the Banzer government are represented,
İhe Communisıİ have taken an active Dan in this movement. They are working
hard ıo establish a democratic. independent and progıessive regime in Bolivia.

Pııadcs. There is no doubt at all that the incumbent armed force§ government
in Honduras has abandoned the National Developmenı Plan, with whose
announcement on Decenber 4, l972, this bourgeois-reformisı government began
its rule. The takeover in l975 by Melgar Casıro, who headed the lieutenant-
colonels' action, wa§ the first phİse in İhe poliıical plot organised by the ultra-
rightisl forces and the moıİopolies. Thİ new government^. abandoned all
sĞuctural reforms and gol down to pursuing its economic policy. whose main
ourpose is to attain nominal indicators of acceıerated growth wlthout carryın8
but'any deep-going socia l t ransformations. l ncreasingly ceding to pressure from
domesiic a;d-exte-rnal reaction, the presenl government has mounted reprisals
asainst the democratic forces on the pietext orcombating a "communist threat".
"Considering that the reformist bourgeoisie's potentialities have been spent,

while ıhe obĞctive need for social reforms hai remained, our Party's Third
Congress redched the conclusion thal there was a need for modifying our
ooliiical line wiıhout delay. wiıhout abandoning the strategic goal of the anti-
İmoerialist. anti-oliqarchy, democratic and popular revolution, we have to work
ouİ an alternative f-or ıhÖ immcdiate futuretoensure a solution ofthe political
crisis and to enable the DeoDle of H onduras to prepare themselves for even more
meaningful and reso|utİ baİttes in the future. We have put forward a demand for
general"democraıic elections thaı would make it possible, through direct
ionsultations with the people. to introduce a system that would not only
consolidate the §ocial gains oTthe recent period. but also to 5how a way out ofthe
currenı oolitica| crisii and block the *ay of reacıion which seeks to spread
İ;;i; İ İİ;; ;;ntİv. We insist on the need for an electora| law to enab|e
oarİicioation bv all ıhİ political forces, including independent candidates, We
İ.rnanİ ,Uolltİrn of the repressive laws, and elections without violence and
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ı
rigging, and_ also respecı for the re§ults of such elections. we call on all thc
ğemocratıc lorces ın the country to seek unity wiıhin a boad political fronı. ln. view of the compl€xity of the 

-political 
sitÜtion and üe atiempts to sDİead

ıascısm in ccntİal America, there is a need to enhance the soliilaritv oi our
peoples and movemcnts to counter the plans of reaction and imperialislm with a
powerful and. united anti-imp€rialist movement capable or *ecu';nğri"İo.y-İbİ
the democratic lorces in the whole region.

..^s:i:!:l.Sı"ı:mala's government and oligarchic circ|es are trying to makefne.people bear the brunt of the catastrophic consequences of thÖ cİsis of thİcapitalist system. ln internaıional terms, the polİcl ciİİl,İ |aug".ua Curcla
§gY:-rn.nl imposed on Guatema|a 

. 
is to join thi somorı alEtatonııŞ 

-in

Nlcaragua ıo become a shock-force of imperialism in lighting peace, democracv
and _social progıess in Central Am_erica. Tie Garcia govE;ffi;İİ. ;;İrii-nİ6
use force to annex the territory of Be|ize in orOe. İo"promoİİ İLe attainmenT of
!l._:1o_,]9!fo+po!iticai and stiategic goals of ıhe Guaİİmrİ; ;liga;;Ü;İİJS
ımpenalısm. 

,l here ıs 9^gra_ve lhreat of armed inıervention by Guaİema[a against
lhaı.l raternaI.peopIe if Belize slcceeds in winning its iong-iwaited reıeasc?omırnllsn colon|al domınatton.. lhe most characteristic feature of the prescnt
regime, as of its predecessors, is a.policy of repiiJ.iİİJ tİİİ.r"iınİO;aİ;;aİİ;
people. OveI.the pası I0 years, tliis criminal-policy has cost Guatİmaju lO,tİİb
dead or missing.

Despite.the reprisals, ıhe Guatemalan people have continued to Dut uD
reslstance ın ıhe most diverse forms. since l973, the mass movemenı his beehgradually. re_established and the people's struggle for the satisfaction 

-o}-iti

.d:T3_n9, !3ş 
gro*n.,This process was i'ntensifiedTn İCj6 rJİİ.*lng 

"ralo, 
st.il,İİ

by the worklng peo.ple and the establishment of a National Comm'ittedof Trade-
Unıon_Unıty, whıch has become the basis for the formation ofa sinsle workinspeople's trade_union centre. The popular movement haJbee; İİ.therİ;"i;;;;;;e
this year wiü the involvement ofmb." s.ctions oiihi p;;;i;ii;". This u-oswins
has. taken. place in the conditions of harde ned ,t.uiğli'ag"İnİl tİr;;İ;;;İİE
regime, which has no alternative but lo make ,o.İ7onc"klons to the masseİ
against iıs will. The Guatemalan people are not aİone in İİ,iİİtr,İggl.. nafÜ."powerful inıernaıional solidarity, they wiıı be abie to frusi.iie thi?.cttsbır'n..'-
^ 

Dixon. In the.past few yea.s, in iti efforti i" p.;";;iir.;;;;İ;;İ;İ';;;
::^na 

l_ 
llea,ty and to trustlatc the process of change in Panama, US imperialism

nas us€d dlverse methods, including the tactic.of anificially dragginğ ouı thenegotıaıions on a ne_w_treaty, seeking to desıabilise the countfo. an-d-orğvenı anv
lr_Tl_..^9.",ry!,,!s oİ.the.rcvolutionary process led by General-omar Torrijos. ti
9.o_._r_, _ı9 Pa,."|y.. ümplementation of the government's social progrimme,
ımpenaıısm has resorted to a suddljı freezing of credits, threatened lan-dinş oİmercenaries and intervention by US troops İtaılorıeO iİı'İtıe Öanal Zone. -
._}jT!^. lg ]ll. Penamanian pöople's strıİggle, tlıe uniİy oİİnJ}atriotic İo.ces,
Droao_In_ternatıonal soIi.!arity and the_government.s anii-imperialist policy. anagreement has been reached with the U.nited_Sı4tes on the frinclpleİ ofjnewtreaty oJı _the Canal Zone and the Caıal itself. The .t.uggle İoİ Pİn".a;. l;İ"İnational liberation has entered a qualitativeıy new ph;;:Tie -n"* 

t.eaty, ,rnl"ı,has been fiercely attackcd by aggiessive imöeri;ı§i-;i;;i.i ln i'ıi. u nit.iı stuiiiand by both 
. 
right and ultia-Ğ-ftist .ıa;;;ı;'i;- P;;;;".".on't"in. the basic

İ:!_:qı h!|pilc Jo decolonise the cou_ntryand İİl.İn"]. Ü §i"rl.alction o} ı-hİLanal zone, establlshıns a 
'ixed 

date for the withdrawal of ali us armed foiccsr from the countrv_

._ lh9 ı"o19rnJnint's policy and the.new trğaty will cenainly continue to be atarget oi attacks and §ubversive. acıivity by inteİnationaİanJ-İoÜl .ea"lion. rl,e- Peop|e's Pany of Panama hii ;İle? ;';ll]İ;'İİİlİŞ,l" and mass
l07
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I spcalcrs aı a Plcnary Mcetin8 ofıhe cc of thc communi§t Party of Ecuador inJuly ı977 noted

ıhe 'ıou8henin8 up of aeaclionary 80vernment m€a§uıes" aiancd to supprcss thc wofkingtlass and

Pa§ant A communiqua on its rc§uh§ said that acıion on numeaou§ occasions by woakar§,

Pcasants and §tudent§ showcd that all Ecuadoran democmts and patriots rasoluıcly 
-rğj€cı 

thc

rc8rmc
bl.od Lefı-fore§ front

rcacionary policy.-Ey'
was formed in t9?? with thc ia§L of §ettin8 up a populs,

eovcmmanı.-Ed.
'"r'İrİİİr'İİİİ lİİİ. rl,c People's Progres§ive Party of Cuyana ( PPP) propo_s€d the esıabli§hment of

" 
N;iil;İE;#;,i; i.;iiiı.?i,i.iif,ii"r"ıry,s iuccessfuı advance aionithe paıh of nonüapitaIist

dcv.loPment. fd.

Problems of Democfacy in the
Theory and practlce of the t

of Aust
ERNST WIMMER

cc political Burea ber, Commu Party of Austria

unable to keeD silent about them.- iırii r,iııv a'pplies to lhe current discussion in Social Democıatic circles on
changes in ihe irögrarnme of the socialist Party of Austria (SPA).

ı08

orcanisations of the country to give resolute support to th€ Torrij_os government,
i"İiil]ii'ıriii,fui"-in ıt. ii?rggje ro, r,nal libeiition, and to woik forıhe further

İİJJİ,İİ'"İ İ,İ İt. İransformaÖns which the Panamaniın people need,*fl-d..İ8 
Xol,İn, ...U.. of the Editorial Board of World Marxisı Review,

*lro'.ool.İn 
"on"lusion, 

expressed gratitude to all the comrades who took_part

lT'İl,"e'İİİlİ'İ,İ"J- 6İ-İpiİ,i",i,r. The -problems dealt wiıh in the course of ıhe
;;";;;;;. İ;;ad. ;oria ü.o.. tt 

"iubject 
for fresh discussions, There is good

;;;;;;";İ,;;İ]h;-Jr.tİ"iornı. focused-their attention on the need for muıual
İ;İ;;";i";;J ;'rİuaT İ.ri.ton". in all our activity. Without this, it is very
;;.';;;;i"İrİ İrİn sav i-porsiUle. to develop the struggle which we have

Şİ]!j 
"-"'İ',İ'Olİrİrİnt 

c6ndit'ions in each countiy, All thCipeakers noted the

;;;İ.;;;;; ;iitıe igU 5 Confe.ence at Havana. The discussion also centred
;;;İ;;;; };; b;;Oİraİr"lopın"nt ofinternational solidarity., Orrrsolidarity is

"n 
İnstİr.İnt or,truggle in subport ofthe bulwark ofthe revolutionary process

İn İatin emerica, ouİheroic 
-a-nd 

well-beloved socialist Cuba,
-All'a;-;;;.r-at..luİa tl,"t in the recent period imperialism, reaction and
f";;;;";;;;;ğhİ new anO more efficient ways_of defending their interests in.İ;İİ;-A;.İ;;J 

of maintaining ıhe relations of dependence and.domination,
O;;;;;'l;;;h";a, üey emphasisİd thc growth of the-anti-imperialist forces, the

;;;;;;";;; oİ-İbnirial"t'ion, with ii-ıperiatism in each country.and the

itfiiin.jii." *ittıin aıı the social and poiitical forces which have traditiona|ly
orovided a reserve for lhe imperialist camp.
''İjİ ff..h;;; rİ,İ n.ia'rrrth.. to.t.engihen our unity and mutual soli,l.,rity

"";İİ;;İ;h; İ;o*inğirnpon"n." of co--ordinating this solidarity and using it
İ;;;;;;;;;;tfiüe siiuation in each counıry and on the continent as a whole,
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Vfn71 2, jlo,,l1o"

Nations, meeting in Moscow from Jun€ 6 to l0. l977, included representatives
from seven faiths and l07 countries.

There are more and more dialogues between Marxists and Christians. Since
l965. Marxists have held a series of discussions with the Internationale paulus
Gesellschaft, led by Dr. Erich Kellner, a noted theologian. The International
lnstitute for Peace and the Vienna Universiıy Instituı für Friedenfoıschung
have recently promoted a series ofdialogues with the North American Institute
for International Understanding and Christians Associated for Relationships
with Eastern Europe. Such dialogue and cooperation in the last two decades
are in part the consequence of the initiaıive from both Marxists and Christians,
in pari the results of the 5hift in the balance of power in favour of the socialist
countries and ıhc non-aligned world.

All Christians. all people of good-will should join in this necessary and
sublime task concerning the whole of mankind. To this end we must not only
mobilise our will but express it politically through joinl action.

'fhe Partv

Policy of Alliances
and the Bourgeoisie

ANTONIO MAIDANA
First Secretary, CC, Paraguayan CP

HISTORICAL_experience shows that an effective policy of alliance pursued by
the working clas3 is a crucial factor in the İucctİssful develÖpment oİ
revolutionary processes. Lenin said that the working class could fulfil its
historical mission only by the most thorough, caıeful, İttentive, skilful use of
qny, e!9{ı tI!§i smallest, opportunity for winning a mass ally (CoJl. Works, Yol.
3l, p.70). This also apP[ies to Latin AmerĞa, where İtİe proletariaİ is a

49

continuing ollr \erics on diakıguc and cooPcrali()n bcıween Communists and Belicvcrs. Ttıe
authoı. a mcmber of lhe pre§idenlial comıiiıtee of the wo.Id peacc council. lecturef a! the
Unilersit! of Bridgeporl. discusses uni\ersal valucs as scen by Marxists and Christians. and sıate§
his own vicw on ıhis importanı problem.
ron.thc poliıical m.ssiani\m of America. \ce J, wi]liam Fulbrighı. rİe Arro*ance oİ Power (New
Y()rk. l9ö7 ).
2The New Y,ırk Times l|taga:ıııc. Juli .\ı. IıJ?x. P.l8es. (i. F, Brandon. Je§us dnd ıhc zealoıs- New York. l967.lAmong iıs cxrDnenıs were ıhe millcnnıJlü\t Brclhrcn oı thc Fre. sp|ril (sec Norman cohn. Trıe
Pursuiı oJ ıhc M l" ium. 1951].lh( Calhtli and wald.n\c\. ıhj apocall,pııcs tıhU lollowed
Joachim ol Fl{)ris. the Lc|lards. John Ball. the peasant revolts of iıı.r.ope'. the Hussites and
Taborilc\. lt4unlcr anJ thc Anahdpıtsts. wln\tanlc} and ıhc Di88cr\.
sHo* ard L. Paı.\\n:. Mürı dnül Eüıgelı ıın Ltoloqı. Wc\tp(n ı. ('unn.. l977
6socieD üJıııl E |iro mtnı. ılıe Cıımng Cı,tliioı. Bo.ıtın, lU;:.
'Lcıılugı and Relgionn, Hulorİ Neu\,ırk. I97.1.pp.f r75
3M. Anderron. Tİe !mpı\-P2lA BınrcI Lan.in8. M]ih . tq75.
9 Bı.lleıün o| fue A ıomi. s.i.nrişA. V()l .r:.No qlNo!(mhlrI lq7h). pp.Il-]x
'oEnrico 8trlinguer. _"commıJni\ls and Cath;lics: Claritı of iiinciplcs and Bases foİ an
Understandng". in The lıalion communirıs. Foreıgn Bulicıın ol the'PCI. No. 4. october,
Decembcr |9?7. fhlshul|eıincdnıajnsBishoDBcll3zii'!lL,ıteIloBerlinpuer
l lGusıar o Gulıcrrez. A Theologı,of Liheraıi'on. Ncu Yort.l'.J7].
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ı

tremendous social force with long-standing traditions of strugge. That is wh}
thc arrangcment oI contact5 and coopcration by the pri)letariat and it.s
vanguırd wiıh cıthcr ftırces and tırganisations involved in the struggle tiır
dem-tıcrucı, and socia] pr(,,gre\\. and- against imperialism. tt,ıgcthcr ıİİth the
discrıvcry tıf appropriate tbrms tıf reIations with then] requirc that Latin
American Communists should skilfully combine a principled class stand with
flexible tactics.

This journaI has crınsidered the problem tıf the wt>rkins-class policy ot
aIIiiınces on many tıccasirıns.1 with special cmphasis on the attitudcs ()f the
cla5scs and grtıups uhich. in ıirtuc tıf their ectınomic ctındititın, can bec()me
aIli,". ııl the rrıırking clusr ıt rhe Prcsent stage Of struggle: the pcasantry. the
urhan middlc strata. thc intcIligentsiır and saIaried emplt,ıvees,

Here I should likc t() c()nsidcr the problem \rhich. l think. haS not },et becn
iıdcquJtel) c\iımincd oıı the piıüles of this jrıurnal. buı which is tıf param<ıunı
imp()rıiıne(, İi)r thc sırugqle uug,,,d b1 t he pr()lcta riat an a ll thc tıthc r dcnı cıcratic
tiıı,ccs ftır Latin Americu's natirııal liberation. naınch. the question of thc
place of thc bourgetıisie in thç anti-imperialist strugglc. mcaning thc
btıurgcoisic's ctımmitment to dcmcıcıatising the political system. climinating
tyrannical antl militarv-fascist regimcs. protcctinI the niütion's nıtural
resOUrccS. averting \!ar. and cstablishing lasting pcace.

But bcfrıre lııtıking into the question tıf u,hcther thc Latin American
bourgetıiric is cııpablc (ıf riıking part in the strügglc againsı thc drımination of
imperialism und ilr local hcnchmen. I \rant t() liıke a short lııok at hisıor\.

At the beginning and in the middle of thc l9th centur!,. thc btıurgr,oisie war
thc leıding tbrce of the Latin American pcoples in ıhcir light for national
independence ancl tbr the setting up and strengthening ()f thc ir ow n states. Thc
rl inning of politiciıl independencc and thc establishment of nati()nal sıaıes wcre
the ke1, prcı,etluisitcs tbr Lıtin America's dcı,cltıpmenı altıng thc capiıalist
ı,oad. In lhe latc l9th ccnturr,. the ltıcal btıurgct,ıisic. rrhich bcgan ıı take shapc
in the ccıltınial pcriod. gainİd in strength. 6ut thc relativc n-arrtıivness cıf the
nationitl markcts and the orgsence tıt heary pre-capitali§t şurvivals in
agriculıure and in the politicıl structu re madc thcJbourgetıisie in Latin America
stımerıhat rreaker than it \ı,as in Europe and the United Statcs.

That is whl . when ş,orlcl capitalism cnte rcd uPOn the monopol\ stiıgc Of its
developmcnt at the turn tıf the centu11,. forcign mt,ınopolies bcgan their
tinancial exploitation of mo§t Latin American countries, The imperialist
powers. the Unitcd States in the first placc. even tried to deprive man}- Latin
American ct,ıuntries of thcir state independcnce. and to con\ert them into
coltınies like puertıı Rictl.

In rcsptınsc to the cxternal cxpıınsitln. a broad anti-impcrialist movement
led b1" the prcılctariat got under uat, in Latin America. Its re\olutionar\ tcn()r
rrill bc scen frtım th!, prıwcrlul strikes stıged bv şorkers in the Chilcan
saltPclrc nıinc\ in l9()7. bi,thc Mc\ican mincrs in l9()6 and l9()7. and man1,
others. The nıiddle strata. including thc intelligcntsia. to<ık an acıiı e paıt in the
anti-imperialist movcment. [t »,as thcn that stratitication first bcgan uithin the
local bourgcoisie. lts top stratunı and thc landowners allied themselres uiıh
the foreign monııpolies against their own people. and tcıok an anti-national
stand. Mcanwhile. patriotic-minded leaders r,ıf the ltıcal bcıurgeoisie §ought to
stand up for their countrr"s inıcrests (Presidenr Jose Manucl Balmaceda in
Chile. Presidenı Jose Santos Zelaya in Nicaragua. and President Francisco J.
Madero in Mexico).

Under thc impact of the Crcat Octtıber Socialisı Rcülutk)n. the national-
liberatiı,ın movement in Latin America rose to a nc$, stase. Thc Antl
Imperialist League of America. set up tın the initiative oi t-he Ct,ımmunist
50
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lnternaıional, united the most diverse stİata of Latin American society in
struggle against_ the external enemy, and gave moral and material suppon to
the patrioıs of Nicaragua, led by Cesar Augusto Sandino, and- io the
Dominican- Haitian and Panamanian freedom-fi ghters.

As a result, US imperialism was forced to make some concessions and to pull
out its occupation troops from Nicaragua- Haiti. and the Dominican Republic
(leaving its satraps in charge) forma|ly to abandon the "Platt Amendnİent"2
and to adopt the principle of "goodneighbourliness" in place of ıhe "big stick"
policy. While making these concessions, US ruling circles aimed to split the
ranks of the antiimperiali§t resistance movement on our continent. Tb some
extent, they managed ıo do so. Intimicated by the "red threat" myth, which
was spread by reaclionary ideologists, some bourgeois circles rose to the
imperialist bait and agreed to a compromise with ıhem.

The changes in US imperialist ıactics with respect to ıhe Latin American
bourgeoisie were also dictated by objective factord. inc|uding ıhe development
of tha Latin American markets, vjhich became much |aİger and so'more
attractive to the Us monopolies. This was connected withlhe technical re-
equipment of the light industry and the emergence of some sectors of the
modern heavy industry. Besides. the United States had to reckon with the
1ggravation of inter-imperialist contradictions in the ıegion on the eve of the
second world war.

But the chief reason which induced US imperialism to make concessions was
the grorving self-awareness of the Latin AmÖrican nations under lhe impact of
the rising anti-imperialist and antıfascist struggle all over the worli. The
decisions of the Se_venth Congress of the Cominİğm to some exıent helped to
establish national fronts in some Latin American countries with a pronounced
anti-imperialist edge. This enabled the revolutionary working cfass and the
forwardJooking. contingents of the peasantry to re-establish- the disrupted
political and sociaI alliaıces and comğromises not onlv with the urban middle
strata but also with the circles of İhe local bourgeoisie which wanted to
maintain civil libe_rties. opposed the fascist danger. -urged an agrarian reform
and campaıgned lor protection of natura| resources and of the sti|l fledslins
local industry _from foreign competition. Such a bloc of forces with- thE
participation o{ üe workihg clasİ took shape in Chile, where it.led to the
victory_ of the _Popular Fronf; in Mexico undİr the Cardenas government, in
Colombia under the Lopes government, and in Bolivia and -Costa Rica for
short periods in the thinies and forties.

At the heighı of the cold war, US ruling circles managed to win over a
stratum of tha Latin American bourgeoisie-not only by pİaying up the ..red
threaı" myth. but also by holding out ğromises of prohıablb dÖals". dİliveries of
raw materials and foodstuffs to war-Iuined Europğ. and the DrosDect of makine
fortunes on the bloodshed of another world wİr. That wa's thÖ origin of thE
military-political bloc between US imperialism and ıhe ruling classeİ of Latin
American @untries within the Organisation of American States and its
miIilary insltutions and bilateral milit-ary pacıs.

Meanwhile. the coalesc€nce of foreiğhonopolies and the local oligarchic
elite (bankers,. latifundists, and miliıİry and Üvilian bureaucrats) wİnt on
apace, grvıng nse to a gTeat many so-called mixed companies expressins üe
state-monopoly tendency. But in contrast with the'developeb capiİalist
countries. this tendency was expressed in a coalescence of US mbnopolİes andlocal governmental and semi-govemmental (so-called autonomous and
decentralised) esta.blishments. Thls process produced a whole stratum of local
managers and seıior govemmenta[ militarj, and civilian bureaucrats closely
collaborating with the foreign monopolies, İnstitutes were set up to train suc[ı

51

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



bureauctats and fofmulate "development strategies" for the benefit of
imperialism and lhe local oligarchy.

The formation of local monopolies and monbpoly groups operating as .iunior
partners of US, west German. British. Japanese, Swedish and other
monopolies (the Matarasso group, Banco Real, Banco Simonsen, and oıhers in
Brazil; the Edwards and Matte Larrain groups in Chile; Follmer-Sulohaga in
Venezuela, and similar groups in Mexico and Colombia) was accelerated. The
declaration issued by the Meeting of Communisl Parties of Latin America and
the Caribbean (Havana, June l975), says: "The economic process under way in
Latin American countries has produced a situation in which the top stratum of
the local bourgeoisie finds itselfso tightly tied to imperialism and so dependent
on it for its own growth and strengıhening. that it has. in e[fect. become a
component part of the mechanism of imperialist domination in its own
courİtries . .'. This denationalised bourgeoiİie defends ılependence and acts
against the anti-imperialist process". Tlıese are the groupings, closely allied
w-ith the military-industriaI iomplex of imperialism. that inspired and staged
the military cou's in th€ sixties and seventies as a result of which military-fascist
regimes wĞre set up in some Latin American countries. Elsewhere, they helped
sraduallv to imolant fascism. as thev did in paraquay, where the old stroessner
İyranny'has decome a fascisı dictatorship -catİring for the imperia|ist
rİıonopolies. mainly US and BraziIian capital, and the local bourgeois-
Iandowner oligarchy.

Now and aİain, differences arise between some circles of the local pro-
imperialist oliğarchy and this or that imperialist power over the division of the
spÖils, or ouer-a dis;repancy between tlie methods of government used by this
or that regime with the g|obil sırategy of imperialism. But ıhese are differences
within th6 framework of one and the same class or classes which are akin to
each other. and these are seıtled on the basis of their common anti-communist
Iine. Il is against this bloc of imperialism and the local oligarchy that the edge of
the revoluıionarv. anıi-imDerialist movement is directed.

Under ıhe imdacı of üe changing balance of tbrces in the internatlonal arena
in favour of socİalism, and lhe heroic Cuban people's victory, a fresh upswing
in the anti-imperialist struqıle and a spread of revolutionary. anti-monopoly
Drocesses are İn evidence iİ-Latin AmÖrica. At the head of these processes is
ihe working class, which makes up almost 45 per cenı of the economlcally
active population in Latin America. iıs most important allies are the peasantry
(23-25beİ cent). and the urban middle secıions (27-30 per cent).' wittiin the tx)urseoisie there are also some circles whose interests clash with
those of imperialiğm and its local allies. Accordingty, they tend to take up
nositions which are close to those of the anti-imperialisı sections of the
booulalion. and disolav readiness to ioin in the common struggle for economic
İndependence and Toİ stronger natiıcnal sovereignty of the Latin American
couritries. These circles consiitute the national bourgeoisie. i.e., that stlatum
of the local bourgeoisie which is connected mainly with the domeStic markeı,
where il stands -up for its positions in face of intervenıion from ıhe mu|ti-
nationals. most of which are US corporations.

What is the Communists' atliıude to this stratum of the bourgeoisie? Can this
bourpeoisie be a oaıticiDant in the antıimperiaIist front? The declaration of the
Meet'İns of Comhunisf Parties of Latin America and the Caribbean says that
"these Eourgeois strata can take Part in joint democratic and anıi-imperialist
action alongside the popular forces".

At the sİme time. tIİe Communisı PaIties of Latin America. which attach
much imDortance to the Dossibilitv of involvinq ıhe national bourgeoisie in the
anti-impÖrialist sıruggle: are awaİe that ıhe opportunities for doing so differ
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f..,-'..runtrv to countrv. The Communists reckon with the fact that, first, these
İİİaİa have'a differenİ clout in their countries' socio-politica| life. and that,
İJJo"O, Co.*rnists cannot ignore their vacillations and inclination to make
deals with imneriaIism and the local oligarchy.--rtıat 

is *lıİ the Communists hare ugİin aİıd again ıo redefine their attitude
t" İtıe Uoursdoisie. boıh in theoretica|İnd practical poIiıical terms. within the
İİamİwork"of the whole region and df the individual counıries. The
Communist Parties of Latin Arİ'erican countıies give individual answers to this
ouestion in their oroqramme documents, and the collective answer, at regional
rİıeJtings. The rebenİcollapse of the miIitary-fascist government in Bolivia and
the rev5lutionary process ih Nicaragua have once again put this question on the
agenda as u c6mponent parı oİthe policy of alliances pursued by the
Ctmmunisı Parties'in their hghı against fbreig; imperialist oppression, againsı
the fascist tyranny. and for de-mocİacy. for the Latin American nations' right ıo
determine iheir own future. and for social progress.--İtıe ınorntins crisis of military-fascist' reğimes, as an expression of the
upİ*İne in the"anti-fascisı. anti-jmperialistltruggle of ıhe peoples under
irİternaİional detente is being ever moie strong|y [elt in Paraguay as welL In our
countrv. some headwav his been made in uniting the forces opposing
Sıroes(ner's fascisı dicÜtorship, The chiet bourgeois parties of the legal
oDDosition-the Authentic Libera| Radical Palty, the Revolutionary
F'ebrerista Party, the Christian-Democratic Party, and the MOPOCO group,
which solit awav from the ruling Colorado Party. and which operates in the
underground aıİd in exile3-in February l979 signed a National Accord in
order ito oool efforts and promote the esİablishment of a democratic regime",
The Accoİd has made l4 d'emands, including the lifting of the state of siege on
the wholİ territory of the Republic, releasİ of a|l poliıical and trade-union
leaders from detenİion, passagÖ of a broad amnesty law. and repeal of Acts 209
and294. which uioed outcivil libenies.

The Parasuavaıİ Communist Party (PCP) gave a positive assessment of ıhis
fact and eııohasised in a soecial İtaıement that the establishment o[ the
coa|iıion waİ an important İtep towards the formation of a broad national
anti-dictatorial flont. It also noted that the Accord should include not only the
four signatories but also the Communist Party and all the other democratic
forces."because their absence from the coalition merety helps imperialism and
the dictatorship. In its underground newspaper. Adelqnt9,. the PCP also
Dointed lo the lİmited nature of İhe Acord plat{orm. Although it says that "our
beoole are exploited and oppressed". there is nothing in it abouı the economic
hnd'social dÖmands made'by the working class, ihe peasantry and other
sections of the population, 1ikğ higher wageİ, a lower cosi of living, tıansfer of
|and to the pehsİnts. extension -of credİİs to them and fair prices for larm
oroduce. freödom of association, etc. Nor does it include the demands of the
İtudents. lt says nothing about the need for elections to a free and sovereign
National constituent Assembly.

The PCP believes ihat the coalition platform should provide for an
indeoendent and oeaceful foreisn policy. and establishment of relations with
all cöuntries on tlıe basis of noı-inlerference in domestic affairs and mutual
advantage. That is a necessary condition fol protecting national so]r'e_reignty
and libeiating Paraguay from'the domination of foreign capital. we believe
thaİ inclusion of such aplank in the platform is all the more justifred because
Stroessner's foreign poliiy. aimed against detente and dictated by the United
States, has been condemned throughout ıhe country.

Amons other ıhings, the plaİform proc|aims ''unflinching defence o[
national ğovereignty ii'face o{ threats on-the part of camouflaged uttra-leftist
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l$jlr-IiqE:! imperialism".. Let us recall that the slogan of defendingnat|onaı 
, 
sovereıgnty and fighting imperialist peneiratİon, which ıhE

Loİn_munlsts put torward.. has won over greater supfort among various pubIiccırcles. lt üs quüte lo_gica|. therefore- that this sloİ'an is refleğted in thb said
Pj1l9lT.-_Plrt the tormula of "camouflaged u_ltiaJeftist and ultra-rightisttmperıalısm .. apparently written into the coaliıion document for fğr of
l:P]]:1'l P! the part of the dictatoİ$ip, is groundless. When exploiting oui
ı.jlll,:ı natural resources. imperiatism does not at all resort to;amoufiage.
une cannot sertously consider ..ultra-leftist imperialism.. either, because thğre
l.,"olg_ll"_9l9 iTperialism ıhat exploits our nations. This refers primarily to
U5 ımpenausm, which suPports the most hated and reactionary regimes on ourcontınent.

In the recent period. Paraguay's democratic and progressive forces standing
up ın detence of national sovereignty have insistently de-manded a review of thE
treaty.for the construction of tİe lİaipu tıydro-poİeİ planİ under which thebrazlllan 

_ 
monopolies (backed by US corporaiions) have become the co-

owners of our national asset: the vast sourc'e of energy on the Parana River;
they demand_the nationalisatir.ın of R_EPSA, üe US oc?6puİ, anjuUrogation oİ
9 number.of agreements wiıh. the United States which hrr. G'.';rİ;İ;
ınterests. A|| these demands of the democratic forces must be written into İhe
coaIilion programme.

The Communists fuIly approve of the chief purpose oI the coaIition, which is
to establish an "effective democratic republican İystem of goremment... But.
as we.see it. it would be wrong to hope. ibr instancİ. that [reE elections could be
held tn accordance with "new electoral legislation excluding vote-rigging and
ensuring respect for the people's will'Y. while the cou.'ntry i, İ'uleZ Uy
stroessner's tascisı dictatorship. Long experience shows thaİ the Communisti
are rlght when _they say that "Stroeasneİ's regular election farces will never
!1ılg a9put a,democratic change..so that oui people have only one way o[
endıng the pol!tıcal oppre5sion and the economic ciisis-by oveİthrowinğthe
dictatorship in a common effort by the masses. employing all ıhe necessary
forms of struggle . . ."ı
_.For many years now. the PCP has been campaiqninq for a national anıi-

dicİatorial- anti-imperia|ist. and anti-latifundisı'tro"nt w"hich ..from the c|ass
point of view should. above all. be a front o[ the working class. the peasants.
the petty-bourgeoisie. and the middle sections of ttıe urU"an ponulaıion.'.5 Aslhe struggle by these forces grows. the front should dİavJ the national
bourgeoisie. though it does not have a clear-cut posiıion, into the movement
a8ainst the dictatorship, imperialism. and latitundism. One should noı
ov€rlook the tact that a part of the laıifundists and big intermediary bourgeoisie
are at od._ds_with end thcrefore opposed ıo. Stroessnğr's fascist ca;rıarilla'.

tor all the dırİerences between our Party and the parties of the bourgeois
opp_osition. which signed the NationaI Accoİd, and dejpite the class limitaİions
ol'the oppositlon's platform. the Communists will coİtinue to do everythİng
ttley can.to enlarge the n_ew coalition, urging it to set more radical goalsl The!
wlll contlnue the search fbr more diverse forms of joint action bv a1-1 the forcei
opposed to the Stloessner dictatorship. As a first sİep, at least o;e of lhe tasks

, could be accomplished by joint effon. for erery advdnce a|ong this paıh would
help solve lhe problems to which we _attach great importaİ'ce. nhme|y. the
s€ttlng up ol unitary committees fighting for common economii and
democratic demands. These committeeİ areİf primary importance, because
the national anti-dictatorial front-whose misiion ij to'Set the stage for
toppling the .dictatorship and r_eplacing it with a provisional military jviliİn
government formed by a bloc of democİatic and patriotic forces, which wilI get
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down to etl'ecting deep-going socio-economic transformationso-cannot

"."İr. İ. İ result "ot asrÖe"menİ among the party leaders alone. Such a front
İtıouİd "result from a İoordinated. oğanistid siruggle of the working class.

Deasants. sıudents. teachers. employees. the technical and arılst|c
|nt.lİnİnı.ia. merchants. industrialistİ, and other sections of the populaıion. "7

The"revolutionarv energy of the masses, Lenin wrote, is the only effective
transformative forcÖ. TheTCP follows a policy of broad alliances. lt does noı
allow sectarianism wiıh regard to non-İroleİarian parties and realises the
potential harm of trailing be-hind events. as in boıh cases there is a real danger
bf the partv's driftins awav from the masses.

At the ahti-fascist-sıag6 of struggle. joint action may become possible noı
onlv with the national b]ourseoisie buı also with other sections of the local
boı.İrqeoisie opposed to the fİscist methods of running the country. The events
in p"ortusal show that these oDportuniıies should not be underrated.
consideriig the Iong-range strategy bf the anti-imperialist stru8gle. But at the
subseoueni stase. d'urini the strÜP,le for transition to socialism. joint action
could İlso be talen with İome sectıo]ns of the national bourgeoisie. provided its
other sections are neutralised. In this aclion, the main bloi should be levelled
against the monopolies, foreign or local. Attempts to skip this or that stage in
th"e revolutionary process ma/push the national 60urgeoisie. and even a part of
the middle strata. into the arms of ıeaction.

Drawing the national bourseoisie into a broad front of anti-fascist. and then
anti-impeİalist and anti-olğarchic struggle may tip the balance in our
countribs in favour of the pİoletariat. But this must never be done at the
expense of the main alliance, the alliance ofworkers. peasants, and the middle
sır'ata. to Say nothing of doing this at the expense of the proletariat'S class
indeoendende. we remember very rıell what Lenin oncc wrote on that score:
"ThÖ Communisı |nternational must entcr into a ıemporary alliance with
bt,ıurgeois democracy in the colonial and backwaıd countries. but should not
mergİ with it. and wİıuld under all circumstances upholdlhe independence of
thc 6roletarian movement even if it is in its embrİonic form" (Coll. Works,
Vol: 4 l. p. ı50). tt should be borne in mind that on ihe whole the proportion of
Latin Arİrerican bourgeoisie in the economically active population is relatively
small (about 3 pcr cent).

The policy oI alliances we have been discussing here requires a differentiated
approach- with duc account of nationa| specifics. since there is a big diffeıence
b'eiween thc various Latin American states. In some of them. as in Argentina.
thc Dercentapc of thc bourseoisic is bisscr, and in oıhers it is much smaller. ln
somİ of the"countrics relİtively larg!-sections of thc loca| bourgeoisie are
openIy opposed ıo the dominance oİtbreign and local monopolieC; in others
ıliey are nÖutral in relation to the anti-imperialist movement. and in still others,
intihidaıed by tales about a "communiİı threat". they temporarily side with
reaction. Thia accounts for the differences in the tactics employed by the
Communist Parties in various Latin American countries with regard to the
nationa| bourgeoisie. ihough the principled approach. based on Marxist-
Leninist theory and cornmon politicİl conilusions suggested by the practice of
the revolutionaıy anti-imperialist strugglc. remains unchanged.

ıwMR, Nos. 7.9_ l()and l l li)r 1975: No\, I and: lor l976i No. lIfor l97li:andNo_5for 1979
zl'h!, cnslal ing oblisaliü)ns imposcd on cuba in Iq) ı bv the Us Administraıbn.
3]'hc\a parıics aİe characıcri\ed in ediloriJl hX,ıni,tcs t; lhe anicle bv A. Maidana and A. Atcorto.
Probı.ms in seıting up an Anıi-Dictaiorial FKını in Paraguay". WÜR, June l971t.aMıniJesıo ılelCC ılel P(I'ıtc junio de !978.
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6Tesb Polirka apıobado\ pol el lll ( ongrero .td P( P.
6Apart lrom lhe programme foI deep-going rcı,olu(üonJr\ ı]cmitraıic and anıi-ımpcriaIı.ı 38rarıan
lransforlnalions. ı* ith \ocialism as ıhc ul!imJıC goal. ıhc PCP hJ\ proporcd a miniıiıum progı ammc
providing. _in Particular. lor protcclion Of lhe cuunlr}'\ t,ı.ıiıgnı1. .ln cnd ül, ıhi riracx)u\
actIvlltes_ot Jorelgn m()nopoIies. ascerluining 1he whereıbt)uls of thc Patriots rep)rted "missin8".
release ofall poliıical prisoners. ]i[ıing tıl lhc state ofsieBc. abfugalion olreprcssi\,c fasci§ı Acts ]u)
and294. fulllreedom'f.ıı alt poliıical |arııes and other piıblic organisaıions. mecting lhe !ita!necds
of lhe şorkin8 class. the pea\anı\ JnJ ıhc 5ıudL,n(.. ınt] prolidinp belıcr lnırlg Jnd worllnE
condlllons lor lhe pcopIe. Many ot th!\. J.mand\ C(ıulJ hc sıınPtlrıed h\ ıhc Fr.)8re\\ile scction\
ot the nallonal bourgeolsl(..
lMonifcsıo del CC ılel PCP dc JunIU & ll)78

The Role of Culture
in the Building of a Comprehensively

Developed Socialist Society
vlRGlL CAZACU

polilical Executive cı.ımmittee member and secretarv. cc Rcp

IN ITS general.strate8y and policy. the Rumanian Communist Parıy proceeds
from lhe pre_mise that the moulding of communist consciousness. İhe steady
promotion of the people's cultura| |evel. and the development of the individu;l
are a most important component of the process of building a comprehensively
developed sodiaIist society and the counİry's advance to cdhmunilm.

Striking revoluıionary changes effectedSince the war underlie the evolution
of the Rumania's cultural life. These include the abolition of exp|oitation of
man by man. the establishment of socialiSı relations of Droduction. the creation
ofthe material and technical basis for socialism. and th'e building of a new sıate
embodying working people's power.
_ At the same time, the two aspects of public life. material and intellectual,
interacı closely in solial practice. From this point of view. both İhe tendency to
make an absolute of the thesis that social consciousness lags behind being İnd
the noıion that chanses in societv's material life lead auıomaticallv- and
spontaneously to corre-sponding changes in the sociat consciousness shoİı|d be
reqarded as an anachronism.

Ünder socialisrn. the role of the subjective factoı increases considerably and
the conscious activity of the people beĞomes a ma jor lever of an unprecedİnted
historic process coinciding with the buildins of the new svsıem. ''The reason
why we Communists studİthe objective lawİ of society is nbt to take a fatalistic
stand on them but to understand their meaning and act in the interest of
society's progıess, in the interest of people and İhe victory of socialism and
communism"' Nicolae Ceausescu, General Secretary of the RCP. poinıs out,
"Without in the least denying the significance of the productive forces in the
development of society, we proceed from the Marxist thesis ıhaı social
consciousness can, in turn, powerfully stimulate ıhe onward march of society
and that progressive ideas' accepted' by the people become a tremendouİ
material force of progress. "t

In line with these premises. the RCP has adopted a far-reaching prugrammc
for improving idcolİıgical work for educaıing the people in a "sÖcia'list and
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Exchange oJ' Views, Discusşioa

Re§tf uctuf ing International
Economic Relation§ and the Peoples'

Anti,Imperiali§t Front
|n the past several years. the developing countries'l movement for

resıructuring internarional economic relations has become urgeni and very
acute politiİally, The relevant problems have been studie? by an in"_
ternational research group set up by the WM R Commission on National-
Liberation Movements in Asian and African Countries. The group con-
sisled of Amath Dansolıo. CC PoliticaI Bureau member. Africİn Pİrtv of
Independence of Senegal; Naziha Duleimy. CC member. traqi Commu'nist
Party: Jaakoub Gıno. CC member. Syrian Communist Pariy: Jose Lıvı.
CC member. Communisı Pany of the Philippines: Ali Malki, Socialisı
Vanguard Party of Algeria: and Professor Georgy Skorov. D.Sc. (Econ.)
(USSR).

Below is a summary o[ ıhe discussion held by the research group.
The seventies were marked by a fresh upswing in the national-Iiberation anti-

imperialist movement. The basis for this tİpswin-g was provided by the broaden-
ing of the naıional-democratic revolution and the deepeninE of the revolu-
tionary process in individuaI countries. and the strugğle of ıhe developing
countrie§ of Asia. Africa and Latin America ıo do a*ay with their uneQua-İ
status within the system of external economic ties seı up and mainıained by
imperialism. This struggle is being actively supported by the socialist com-
munity, the international Communist and workingülass movement. and aıl the
oıher progressive and democraıic forces. The imperialist sıaıes have also
recognised that the existing system of international eionomic relations mu5t be
reformed. but ıhey have frustrated this under various pretexts.

The movemenı for resıructuring internationai economic relations has gone
,r7

f /ıVT1 c"ıy'), e-lu,y,hl C,pL
"Fidelily ıo the ideals of Marxism-Leninism. unremitting struggle against

right and 'İeft' revisionlsm, and consistent proleıarian interna-tionalŞm," -wrote

Rabotni<,hesko delo, organ of the Central Committe€ of the Bulgarian Com-
m_unist ?arty, "were strikingly embodied in all the work accomplished by the
Third, Communist lnternational." "The Comint€rn's service to history," İıle
Praıo, organ of ıhe cPcz Central Committee. wiote in an editorial, "is that it
created the conditions for turning young Communist parties ioto strong
r€vol_utionary contingents capable of leadinğ the working clİss and large masses
of other working people to ultimate victory. one of the Comintern's unfading
behests is the orientation set towards proIetarian intemationalism. which spellİ
out the ideological and polilical unit' of the international Communist move-
rrıent and the joint sıruggle for common aims." Weg und Ziel, theoretical journal
o[ 1he Austrian Communists. noted in an annive rsaly article that ıhe Coıİrintern
was. at the "cradle of the presenı-day mighty international Communisl move-
ment. Its.founding expressed the need for organisational demarcation from
opportunism in the working-class movement on an international level." 

n.o.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



In Tribute to the Gomintern
(6ıOth Anniversary)

very outset iı took steps, on Lenin's initiative, to estab|ish interaction between
the communist and the social-Democratic t ds of the working-c
menı and starled a drive ıo unite the ranks the working class

lass move-
lndividual

THAT day in March l9l9, when representatives of 35 Communist and Left-
Socialist parties and groups from 2l countries of Europe, America, and Asia
proclaimdd the foundİng ıjf the Third, Communist lnıeİnational, is one of the
hosı notable dates in-the history of our revolutionary epoch. The 60th
anniversary of the founding of the Comintern has been broadly marked in the
international communist and working-class movement.

In Moscow a scienlific conference was held to commemorate thal anniversary.
Şponsored by (he Institute of Marxism-Leninism, the Academy of Social
Siiences, and the lnstitute of Social Sciences. iı was attended by prominent
scienlists, veterans of the CPSU, and representatives of the Moscow public.
"The Comintern," said Academician Boris Ponomaryov. alternate member of
the Political Bureau and Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, "gave a
powerful impetus to the struggle for unity of the working class. of the working
people, on a'principled class, anti-imperialist foundaıion. ll not onIy united all
ihe hnest, internati,onalist forces of the working-class movement, but from the

shortcomings or miscalcu|at
work of the comintern in the

li[y this fundamentally significant
the two world wars. Manv of them

s cannol
od bet

tn pracue ıhe 60th anniversarv of the foundihg of the communist In-
ternation;l was marked by a symposium sponsored- by the Propaganda and
Agitation Department of the CPcz Central Committee and the Institute of
Mlrxism-Leninism ofthe CPCz CC. It was atlended by Jan Fojtik, Secretary of
the cpcz central committee, officials and lecturers of the cpcz central
Committee, Party functionaries, representatives of the scientific community, and
parıv veıerans. Iıan kremoa. deoJtv director ofthe cpcz central commlttee's
Instİtute of Marxism-Len'inism. splke of ıhe Comintern's influence on the
emergence of the Communist Parti of Czechoslovakia and its organisation as a
Marx-ist-Leninist party.

In Ulan-Bator ihe anniversary was marked by a scientific conference spon-
sored by the MPRP Central Commiıtee's Institute of the History of the Party.
the suh;-Baıor Higher party school. and the combined editorial sıaffs of the
Partyjournals. Iı wİs atıend6d by N. Luvsanravdan, member ofthe CC PoIitical
Bureau. Chairman of the Party Contİol Committee. A. Minis, Deputy director
of the Institute of History of the Party, presented a paper headed "The
Communist Inıernational and the Communisl Movement Today".

Functions commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Comintern were
oreanised bv oıher communist oarties.

The wor( of ıhe Third, Conİmunist lnternational was appraised highly in
anniversary articles carried in the central organs of the communist and
Workers' parties.
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forward under the slogan ofestabIishing a "new international economic order".
This is not a Marxist concepı, for it aitifrcially separates the economic order
from the social order, and eıternal economic rölatibns from internal economic
relations. But considering that it has been widely accepted throughout the world
and has been written into many international documents, and has, in thal very
form, becQme one of the chief ğrogrammatic demands of the Group ot 77' an6
the non-aligned movement, the research group has used it alongside the more
precise concept of "resıructuring international economic relations" in order to
use the same idiom with ıhe spokesmen o[ various political trends and forces
involved in ıhe common struggle against the diktai of the imperialisı mono-
polies, neo-colonial exploitation and every other form of diğcrimination in
intemational economic relations.

what is ıhe economic and social+lass content of ıhe Drogramme for a ..new
internationaleconomic order"? Is it feasible under capitaİism] and if it is, in what
form? How wilI the proposed change in the external'economic sphere inffuence
the relations between the imperialist and the developins coünıries? will it
sırengthen or weaken ıhe worId capitalist system? What iffe;t will the restructur-
ing have on the balance of forces between ıhe two opDosite social svstems? what
is the common interest of the main revo|uıionİry forces of our day in
restrırcturing international.economic relations? On w'hat basis is iı possibie to
strengthen the peoples' anti-imperialisı front in the fishl for ıhis soali What are
the most imporlant tasks facinğ the international Coıİmunist anİ[workingclass
movement ln thüs context]
. That is roughly the range of problems the research gfoup set itself in studying

the attıtude oI the varıous groups of states.

_l. Developing Countıle§' Progıamme
lhe programme tor restructuring internaıional economic relations, for-

mulated by the developing countrieğ in 1974 in theiı declaration and action
programm€. covers a broad range of economic problems relating to in-
ıernational trade. the monetary and financial spheri. ıhe develoomen-t of the
productive forces. and economic co-operation.3 tn these documİnts, the de-
veloping countries fiıst raised the questİon of significantly limiting theİr exploi-
talion by international monopoly İapiıal and Ğuring a'more eq-uitable sfatus
wıthın the s_ystem of world economic ties. Some of ıheie demands- had been put
forward before in a different and less forcible form. But brousht tosether inö a
single package with the other demands, they had a diĞrent -ring and a
qualiıatively new content: _instead of amountinğto partia| fefoıms and"changes
relatingto some aspects of ıhe developing coun'İries-' status within the system-of
economic relations in the capitalist-world economy, they became a programme
[or restructurin8 that systeni in the interests of thdsi staies.

As far as its social content is concerned, the programme for a new in-
ternaıional €conomic order envisages anti-imperialisi, gdneral democratic chan-
ges. It is based on two key ideai: (l)the ıİeed to dİmocratise internationa|
economic relaıions, and.to put an end to the actual inequality of the developing
countries, an_d (2) €stablishment of.an international meİhanilm for the poliİicaT
regulation of world economic relations to correct the operation of spontaneous
market forces.

To translate the former idea into reality, it is necessary to apply such
principles in international relations as the İovereign equality of slat.İ, ..İr-
determinaıion ofnations. inviolability of foreign ıerİitoriÖs, noİ-interference in
the internal affairs of states, freedom-to chood the economıc and social svstem
and inadmissibiliıy of any consequent discrimination, absolute sorerİİnİtv-oİ
every sıate.in the use of its economic resources, including the rİghİ of
nationaIisation, and condemnation of colonialism anil apartheiğ.
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The latter idea is expressed in a set of proposals for practical measuıes
designed to change the piratical naıure of capitalist-world trade. to ease the
deve|oping countries'external-debl burden. and to extend their participation in
reforming and managing lhe intemational monetary system, to improve the
terms foi the "transfer of technology", to control the multinationals, and to
promote the extension of trade and economic ties among the liberated coun-
tries.a

All of this could markedly leduce the discrepancy between the developing
countries' new, independent political role in the world, and theiı continued
subordinate status iiü internaiional economic relations within the capitalist-
world economy. That is why realisation of their demands world be a §erıous
defeat for imperialism.

The movement to achieve this is socialıy heterogeneous. Its participants do
not see eye to eye on ultimate goals and tasks. Some want no more than a
redistribuiion ofihe gross world product thIough a deal with imperialism at the
top. Oıhers want a ıİuly radical change in the existing relations; and genuine
equaliıy of states, regardless of their economic potential and level of develop-
ment.

At the present stage of the struggle, the prevailing rendency is to concert
different aİpirations. and the common anti-imperialist interest as a whole tends
to overcome ihe difelence in approach to iestructuring external economic
relations. But with the growing- 6conomic differentiation of the developing
countries and satisfactioi'of thğir individual demands, the centrifugal trends
mav intensifv. It is possible that some states which are in an especially
adJantageouİ position because of the changing structure of world pricei. more
ranid inğustrial deve|ooment and influx of capital form outside or for a set of
other reasons could deİide to seıtle with imperİalism. Much will also depend on
ıhe Dolicv ofthe imoeriatist oowers. and on İhe concessions they will be prepared
ıo riake in order to avoid aiı open confrontaıion with the developing countries.

The collective platform o[- the movement for restructuring 
. 
inteİnational

econbmic relatiotİs is a compromise between the various attitudes of the
DarticiDatins countries. which İs whv some of its planks are contradictory and
İnconsİstenı]The research sroup hasİllustrated ıhia with the following examples.

One of these springs lrom- the "North-South" concept. The developing
countries are knorİn tÖ suffer from neo-colonial imperialisi exploitation. from
the srave effects of economic crises, the disordered state of the moneıary system,
the -continuins inflation and other expressions of the anarchy of capitalisl
oroduction. O-ne woutd think that thejr İust demands for compensation for their
İosses should be addressed to capitalism, However. some political leaders in the
develoDins countries take an unaifferentiated approach to the capitalist and the
socialiİt sİates, artificially bringing them togeılİİr in the "North" concept, and
Dresentins them with virtually similar claims on behalf of all the developlng
İountriesİroughı together under the "South" concept.

In this respeğt, thÜemand for an automatic transier of a fixed percentage of
the CNP to the developing countries by way of international assistance is
characteristic. On this pojntİa Soviet Govemment Stalement, "On R€structur-
ing lnternational Ecoıİomic Relations", said quite explicitely: ''There are no
sr6unds whatsoever. nor can theıe b€ any for making the demands on the Soviet
Ünion and other socialist countries whiih the developing countries have made
on the developed capitalist counıries. including the dtmand for the _obligatory^
transfer of a hxed s]hare of the GNP to the developing countries by way o[
economic assistance." In substantiating this stand, the statemenl emphasis€d
that assistance from the socialist states to developing countries was not
atonement for past sins, nor compensation for inflicted damage; it was assistance
from friend arİd alüy in the sırulgle against the common enemy: imperialism,
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colonialism and neocolonialism. lt was given with due regard to the socialist
community's actual potentialities, which were by no means unlimited.

Furthermore. (he spokesmen ofsome developing countries. going back on the

;;İ;İ;;İ;;Gİaİty of ıheır demands. believe that it_is possible to combat
5İİİ,.-i,İl"İİi",İİ"-*İ.rrİational trade and economic ties. without applying this to

.;İ;İİ;;b;,*"." countries with different social systems, But ıhe^point is that
;;;;;.;;;";İ. o.0İ..rn be iust and truly inteiTational only if it covers the

;;İa,i;;r-;a 
"]İ 

s.oups of states and is built in the light of their legitimate_

İİİİİİ.İ.. I"r'O8oİİtİrr.-lrorn ıhe principle ot universa-lity. any expression of
İ"İİİ"İrİ. ofİnv t'vpe or form ot disirimiıiation is fraught with the grave dangcr
;f ;;j;;;İ,.l"ğ t'tİe developing countries'whole struggle for equality in in-
ternational economic relations.

Tremendous resources are required_to boost the liberated countries' economic
Oer.looment anO İaise their livİng stİndards. A Iimitation and then a gradual
reduction of armamentS. and disaimameot. could provide the largest potential
source for such resources. alongside direct reduclions in the neocolonial tribute
l.ri.a Uv the caDitalist West -on its former colonia| periphery. This would
amount io a maıdrialisation of deıente, and would make it possib|e to use some
of the resources thus released to inclease international assistance to needy
countries. Despite this obvious truth, some members ofthe Group of 77 adopted
until recently i clearly arıificial slogan; "First development. then deıente". The
ÜN G.neraİ Assembİv soecia| sess]on on disarmament held in May and June
lgZg İtıowed that theİe has been considerable progress in understanding the
interconnection between detente, disarmament and expansion of development
assistance, although there are still many obstacles to going over from word to
deed.

The inner contıadictions ofthe concept ofa new international economic ordeı
backed by many Croup of 77 membeİs utlimately spring from the fact that
virtually ;ll thĞ innovhtions they suggest are conctived exclusively under
capitaliİm and within its framework. Most of the liberated countries opposıng
ne'ocolonial imperia|ist exploitation have yet to become aware of its organic
connection witl the caPitalist sysıem and have yet to_.draw the necessary
conclusions lrom the incontroveİtible fact that imp€rialism is a diıect con,
tinuation and deveİooment of the basic features of capitalism. That is why ıhe
developing counlries'reorganisation programme provides only for a r_eform of
the caDitalist svstem o[ international economlc relatıons and a curb on the
oDeraıion of sD6ntaneous market forces, instead of an elimination-at however
a'distant futuİe-of the very basis of neocolonial imperialist exp|oitation.

The toıal d€tachment of the programme for a new internaıional economic
order from the economic situation in the developing countries is an important
omission. With the exception of ıhe group of countries taking the socialist
orientation and some ndtional-democratic states following the way of pro-
sressive democratic reforms, most developing countries have failed to establish
ıh. n..essarv connection belween exıernaIanii internal transformations. But ıhe
experience aıready available in the developing countries leaves no doubt at all
thİt a mere increİse in the influx of funds 

-does 
not in iıself help to solve any of

the basic oroblems of development-age-old backwardness, mass poveIty.
unemDlovment. Dattial employİilenı. and illiteracy-and fails to help establish a
svsterİr oİ modeİn produciive forces. Unless theie are deep-going progressive
s6cial transformatibns, an increase in foreign revenues can merely intensify
social ineouality in the develoDinE countries, and lead to the enrichment of their
orivilesed'elite İnd the coalesı:enĞe of their interests with those of international
İnonopİly capital, in the same way as this is taking place in some countries
exporiing oil and mineral raw materials.
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2. lmperiılisl Powers' Stınd
Having analysed the official statements and practical acts of the leading

cılpiıiı|ist stiıtes. the research group reached the conclusion that imperialism
takcs a complicated and contradictory aıtitude to the idea ofa new international
ı,conomic order. On the one hand, the imperialist powers want to maintain the
|iıvourable rates and terms of international economic exchange, and to safe-
guard ıhe posiıions ofıheir monopolies in the economy and foreign trade ofthe
libcriıted counıries. On the other, they must see that in many respects ıhe present
sysıcm of inıernational economic relations under capitalism no longer meets the
rcalities of the modern world and lails to withstand lhe growing pressure froıiı
ıhc liberated countries. This wilI be seen [rom the growing instability of
eııpitalism. the deep crisis of iıs monetary and financial system, the periodic
flare-ups of lrade war between the various centres of imperialism, the acute
cneıgy crisis, the aggravation of the raw-materials. food. ecological and some
olher global problems. The l97Ç75 economic crisis, which rocked the whole
cıpitalisı world. revealed more glaringly ıhan ever before the discrepancy
beıween the existing internaıional economic order-rather, economic disorder.
to put it mofe correctly-and the inıerests of the overwhelming majority of
mankind.

ln ıhese conditions, the industrialised capitalisı states cannot aford simply to
reject the idea of a n€w international economic order. but they seek. by all
means, fair and foul. to delay its restructuring and to reduce the long overdue
changes to a minimum. The basic cause of ıhis policy lies in the fact that the
present system allows international monopoly capital to funnel offa sizable part
of the national income created in the former colonial periphery. Iı is impossible
ıo establish üe exact volume ofcapital flowing back from the poor countries to
ıhe rich. It is estimated at beıween S50 billion and $l00 billion a year. and this
has an imporıant role to play in the growing gap between the two parts of the
capitalist world economy.

The impcrialist powers' tactical approach to resıructuring international
economic relations boils down to making concessions on paıtial is§ues so as to
avoid another open conlronıarion with the developing counıries, Iike the one
during the oil crisis in ıhe winter of 1913-74. and to retain as large a part as
possible of the present system oI world economic ties.

The imperialist powers believe that this kind of limiıed remodelling could help
to proYide mo[e stable external condiıions for ıhe development of the capitalist
economy and simultaneously to ıie the formeı colonial peıiphery more tightly to
the industrial centres of the capitalist world. At the same time. they wanı to
reduce the influence of world socialism in the Iiberaıed sıates. and in particular.
to make the countries taking a socialist orientaıion depafl from their chos€n
way. The imperialist straıegists' main concern here is to prevent, at any cost, the
movement for a new intemational economic order from gıowing into a drive
against the very basis of imperialist exploiıation, and to continue the "Norlh-
South dialogue" within the framework of capitalism.

Those are the considerations which determine the capitalist powers'attitude
to the concreıe demands of the developing countries. Although there is a
substantial differcnce in the attitude of indiı,idual capitalist countries. these have
beeıı markedly smoothed over in ıhe recenı period, and on ıhe whole one could
now speak ofa de6nite evolution of imperialist policy on the establishment of a
new intemational economic order. from open resistance and aııempıs at dikıat
to mor€ ffexible diplomatic manoeuvring and a search for compromise. The
imperialist poıı,ers' new tactics is exemplified by the t975 Lome Convention.s
w}ich gave the developing countries concerned some economic privileges in
eichange for closer economic integration \l,ith the EEC. This tactic is also
exemplified by the Paris Conference of 27 (7 industrialised states. ıhe EEC and
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19 deveIoping countries) on inıernational economic co-operation. which was
held from December l975 to June l977.

The Conference of 27 had several purposes. Firsl, lhere was the need lo
transfer the discussion from the broad forum of the united Nations. where the
West invariably found its€lfin the dock, to a narrow separate conference with a
se|ect number of participanıs. Second, there was the need to ke€p the socialist
states out of the negotiations, and in that way not only (o remove a number o[
fundamental questions relating to a future world order from the agenda. but also
to deprive the de_veloping countries ofthe necessary support in setıling outstand-
ing problems in their relations with the Wesl. Third, there was the need lo reducc
the talks to the one and only problem which is ofinterest to ıhe capiıalist powers.
namely. stability of raw-material supplies for the capitalist-world economy,
primarily oil supplies, and a mutually acceptable level oI oiI prices.

As could have been expected. the Çonference did not reach an agreed decision
on any of the main issues on the agenda, and ended in a sıaıement of the
differences. From the developing counıries' standpoint, iı was a fiasco. But from
the standpoint of the capitalist poweıs, it did itsjob, for it enabled them to effect
a fundamental co-ordination of their positions on key economic problems like
energy and raw materials, and to formulate a common approach to the question
of§eıtling the developing countries' fiuancial indebtedness. lt also gave them an
opportunity to shake the liberaled countries' unity. to reduce their pressure on
imperialism and, metaphoıically speaking, "to leı off steam".

The poIicy aimed at dividing the developing countries began to yield fruit: a
decision was adopted to freeze oil prices in 1978 by the votes offive OPEC
members (Saudi Arabia, Iran, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates)
against eight. ln this way, the imperia|ist powers managed to sow the s€eds o[
discord in the opEc ranks, and so markedly to weaken it.6

Characteristically. the countries which acied as "strike-breakers" in this case
were those which pursue a pro-imperiaIist policy and which have close financia|
and military ties with the United States.

There is no doubt thaı the capitalist powers wil| continue to play up the
contradictions between the developing co'unıries, to use the difference'beİween
the economic interests of individual counıries and groups of countries, and to
deepen ıhe political disagreements beıween them in order to split the movement
for a new international economic order and to prevent the liberaıed sıates from
taking effective and concerted action.

The research group reached the conclusion that the industria|ised capitalist
countries' policy on remodelIing international economic relations in ıhe years
ahead will. apparenıly. result from two trends: efforts to block ıhe most radical
and far-reaching demands of the liberated states, and parıial concessions and
priviIeges. together with some measures-put through under pressure, incom-
pletely and with delay-to eliminaıe the most odious expressions of inequality in
relaıions wiıh ıhe developing countries,

3. Sociılist Communİty's Support
The research group's study of ıhe socialist community's policy and its

influence in changing ıhe overall climate in internationaI relations was an
importanı aspect of its work. one of iıs main conclusions is that ıhe prospects in
the further struggle for a restructurin8 of international economic re|ations and,
in particular. for affecting the developing countries' concrete demands wilt
largely depend on further changes in the balance ofclass forces in the world, on
the growth rate of ıhe socialist community's economic strength, on the extension
of its co-operation wiıh developing countries and co-ordination of acıion on
individual issues relating to the establishment of a new international economic
order. Real advances in detente, and agreement on probIems in limiting the arms
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race and going over to disarmament add up ıo the mosı important condition for
positive changes in international economic relations.

The socialist community has been and continue§ to be a reliable bulwark of
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America in their struggle for liberaıion
from every form of exploitaıion and oppression. Everyone now knows that it
was the fundamenıal shift in the ba|ance of forces between the two systems in
favour of socialism that enabled the developing countries to issue an open
challenge to imperialism in l973 and l974, and to demand the establishmenl ofa
new international economic order. The imperialists, who had until recently
ruthlessly stamPed out any att€mpıs to infringe upon their economic interests,
did not lhis time risk resorting to conventional melhods, and had to sit down to
the conference tah|e

There is a need to give a reminder ofthis because some political leadeıs in the
liberated countries have clearIy overe§timated the changes in the relative
strength between the developing and the capitalist countries. But a sober
analysis ofthe realities in the modern wor|d shows that, despite some undoubted
successes for the libğrated states in establishing effective national sovereignty
over their natulal resources. and despite the important achievements in in-
duslrialisation and strengthening the national economy, lhe rea! instruments of
economic pressure within the capitalist world economy are still held by the
imperialist powers. These instruments include: industrial power and scientific
iind technical superiority. the inıernational banking system and the bulk of the
wor|d financial lesources, control over inıernational trade, transporıalion and
insurance, and the bulk of the world's export-food stock. lt was only due to tbe
ıbove-mentioned fundamental change in the baIance of world class forces, to the
lhct lhat socialism is exerting the crucial influence on the whole of woıld
development, ıvhile capitalism has losı the historical initiative, that the countries
released from poIitical. colonial and semi-colonial dependence are able success-
tully to withsıand the dikıat of the imperialist monopolies and to secure more
just. that is, more equitable economic relations, despite ıheiı growing lag in
military, economic and technical potential.

The socialist states supported the lib€rated countries' collective demands
aimed at democfatising intemational economic relaıions at ıhe sixth SpeciaI UN
General Assembly. at UNCTAD-Iv in Nairobi. and at other international
conferences which considered general and pafticulaı aspects of a new in-
ternaıionaİ economic order. and ıheir conviction in doing so was all the greater
b€cause the socialisı community. since its establishmenı. has invariably advo-
cated normalisation of intemaıional trade and economic ıies. eradicalion of
neocolonialism, elimination of every form of politically and socially motivated
discrimination, establishment of genuinely equitable and mutually advan-
tageous relations between §tates with scrupulous observance of the principle of
noninterferenc€ in each other's domestic affairs.

The USSR and other socialist-community counıries not only supported such
basic planks of the programme for a new international economic order as
adoption of a system of measures to stabilise tlade in raw materials and ensure
stable expon earnings for the developing counlries. facilitation of access ior
their manufactures to ıhe markeıs of industrialised countries through the lifting
of tariff and non-tariff restrictions, Promotion of the liberated states' in-
dustrialisation, elaboration ofa "technological transfer" code. establishment of
effective control of the activity of multinational corporations. exlension of
preferenıial regimes for the Ieast devgloped countries, and supporı of measures
for extending co-operation among the developing couniries themselves. but also
put forward. in a joint statement issued at UNCTAD-IV. a number of
constructive proposals aimed at realising these as soon as possible.

The sociaIist states' attitude to the developin8 countries' programme for
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establishing a new international economic order is determined by iıs anıi-
imperia|ist tenor, and by the fact ıhal it'helps to unhinge the present syslem of
neocolonial exploitation and fetter imperialism in its moves. The crucial
considelation lıcre is thaı even an incomplete and partial realisation of this
programme would mean a substantial advance in developing international
economic relations as compared with their present state. and wouId provide a
sırat€gic bridgehead for carrying on the frght against imperialism.

An important feature of the socialist states' approach to a new international
economic order is determined by the fact that they regard any restructuring of
external economic relaıions in close connection with the overall changes in lhe
intefnational political situaıion in the present epoch as a component part oI the
historical process ofdemocratic transformations of inter-state relations. That is
why they attach primary importance to the tdsk of fulther deepening inter-
national deıente and ending the'arms race as a necessary condiıion for ensuring
peace. The socialist-community states believe that fulfilment ofthis task. with it5
exceptionally important and diverse consequences. will provide real opportu-
nities for discovering additional resource§ for transfer to the developing
countries, because only in time of peace is it possib|e productively to seek ways
of solving the problems which agitate mankind, including ıhe practical tasks of
establishing a new internationaI economic order.

4. Union of AIl Democrıtic Forces in ı Broıd
Anti-lmp€riılist Front

A basic assumption of the socialiit community, the world Communist and
working-c|ass movement and all the other progressive and democralic forces in
deıermİning their attitude to the programme fbr a new international economic
order is tha1 transformation of the system of inequitable economic relations in
ıhe capitalist-world economy is an objectiYe historical process. Iı appears on the
surfac-e as a series of state acts and political initiatives by liberated-country
governments. Their acts. quite naturally. pursue national and class goals. Buı
5ehind the subjective form in which this is expressed lies the obj€ctive contenı.
which is the req'uirements ofthe development ofıhe world productive forces that
have Iiıtle rooıİı in the procrustean bed of capitalism's internaıional economic
relations. This objective content of the struggle for economic equality turns the
conflic( between Üe liberated countries and ihe imperialist powers into a deep-
seated antasonistic conıradiction.

when asğessins ıhe orosramme for a new international economic order the
Communists a|so-take İnto-account the fact that it is neither rigid nor final. lt is
enlarged. augmented and made more precise and clearüut in the course of
discuİsion aİd. especially, in the actuj! struggle for implementing these de-
mands. On the whole. İhis struggle has advanced ıogether with the world
liberation movement. lts goals aİı-d princip|es reffect, İven if not quite ade-
ouaıelv. ıhe aspirations anİ interests'of bilİions of people in Asia, Africa and
Laıin America. their urge to escape ıhe grip of hunğer. backıvardness and the
exisıing forms of depenÖence. Eliminatioİ Öf the tra?itional forıns of neocolo-
nial exÖloitation. evİn if the struggle did noı go beyond this. would be a major
stride foruard from the present siüation. a stage o[progress for the developing
naıions and for mankind as a uhole.

Finallv. the Communists are fully aware that while the programme [or a new
internaıi,cnal economic order is indecisive and not always consistent. th€re are
real ootentialities for transforming the broad democratic movement for its
realisation into a factor intensifvins the revolutionary struggle againsı in-
ternational monopoly capital boih ln the cenıres of capitalism and on its
periphery.
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The objective logic of the struggle for a new international economic order
could. in some conditions. carry beyond the ultimate goal of this movement,
while the movement itself could become an even more important factor of
progressive changes than can now be imagined.

What are the conditions in which this can take place. and how? In part, this
will depend on the policy of imperialism. The greater the stubbornness with
which it clings ıo its privileges. the tougher its stand on salisfying the liberated
slates' legitimate demands. the stronger its resistance to the long overdue
changes, the more probable it is that İhe movement for economic equality,
initiılly aimed ıo reduce the degree of imperialist exploitation, will develop into
ıhe struggle against its very basis.

But the main thing will depend on the policy ofthe revolutionary-democratic
forces in the developing countries. the Communist and Workers'parties in the
developed capitalist countries and. ofcourse, on ıhe actiye stand ofthe socialisı
communıty.

Here. the reseırch group believes. four interconnected tasks can be traced.
fir§ı. the need ıo ensure closer ties beııyeen the movement for a new

, inlernılional economic order and the struggle for delente, an end to the arms
rıce. ınd cuts in strategic armamenls and for disarmament. The ıvay lo solve this
problem is ıirelessly tÖ explain that the developing countries' derİands can be
met only in conditions of peace. by e|iminating the danger of war. and that a
reducıion o[ military exçrnditures is the largest, if not the on|y. real reserve for
increiısing international financial assisıance to the developing countries.

§ıtzııl. the need to enhance ıhe objective anıi-imperialist content of the
programme for a new internaıional economic order. by §hifting the centre of
gravity in the struggle from a transformation of the distribution sphere to a
restrucıuring of the sphere of production and a change in ıhe developing
countries' sıatus in the international division of labour. and to intensifv the anti-
monopoly ıenor of the movement by working ultimately io converİ ii into a
struggle against the capitalist order. In other words, it is the need to convert
"anti-imperiali§m". seen as a struggle against neocolonia| exploitation. into
"antiüapitali§m".

Thir.l. the need to tie in the struggle for restructuring the external economic
spheıe with the mass movement for deep-going internal social transformations,
lbr a rıdical renewal ofthe forms o[social life. tt is important to work for ıhis in
the developing countries §o as to prevent the replacement of one goal in the
struggle (restructuring the muIti-sectoral society and overcoming backwardness)
by another (transformation of iniernational economic relations and elimination
of dependence on imperialism). or contraposition of the two goals. In the
developed capiıalist countries. the awareness ofthe need for such a tying-in helps
succesifully tb resist the monopoly bourgeoisie's drive on the living!taİdards bf
the people under ıhe pretexl of a worsening of inıernational economic con-
ditions. allegedly in consequence of satisfaction of the developing countries'
demands.

Fııırı,/ı. the need efectively and consislently to tie in the struggle of the
socialist communiıy. ıhe Communisı and Workİrs'parties in the inÖ-ustrialised
capitalisü countries. and the revolutionary_democratic forces on the peripherv of
caiitaıism for concret€ goals in resıructiıring international economic ieıati,ons
on democralic principles.
_ The monopoly bourgeoisie is sure to try to split the peoples' anti-imperialist
tionı. by contrasting the economic interests of the working people in ıhe
indrıstıijlised capita|İsı countries and of the former colonial pÖriİheİy. and by
claiming thaı sarisfaction of ıhe lib€rated countries' IegitimaĞ demands woulİl
inevitably result in a lowering of living standards in ihe developed capitalist
staıes. Actually. the solution of the resıructuring problem consists not in
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lowerinğ the living standards ofthe working people in the d€yeloped countries so
as to raise living sİandards in the developing countries. buı making lhc exploiıcrs
give up their ğrivileges. whcrever they may be, in limıting lhe unconırollcd
ğrowth of the profits of inıernational monopoly capita|. and in crciııing
ionditions for reducing the gap between the advanced and the economically
backward countries.

The internationalism of the working people of all countries and the uniıy o[
their vital interests require tireless efforts to strengıhen solidariıy in the strugglc
against the common enemy-internationally coalesced capital and to solvc thc
problem of democratising international economic relations so (hıt lhey would
meet th€ true inİerests of the working class and all the other working and
exploited people.

ln working for this goal. primary importance attaches to ıhe choice ol'thc
main line of strugg|e. ll is suggested that, for all the importance of establishing
fair prices for raw maı€rials and ençrgy resources. or of lhe question of
relocating labour-intensive lines of produclion to the deve|oping counıries. or

-the payment to these countries of an'equivalent of the indirect import ıaxcs
levied on their products, none of lhese can be such a main line.

It is the view ofthe research group that the main blow should be directcd al thc
rnultinational corporations.

These giant international monopolies are the most powerful cxploitcrs of ıhc
working people in the whole capitalist-world economic system. Strugglc a8ainsl
them creaıes a real objective basis for pooling the efforts of broad maşscş of
people in every sector of the capitalist-world economy for thc puıposc of
checking their unconırolled operations.

That this is the ri8ht approach was fully shown by thc advance o|'thc cncrgy
crisis and the emergence of relative shortages of raw materials as a globa!
economic problem. The mulıinaıionals usdd ıhe increase in the priccs of oil and
raw-materials commodities, which was determined noı only by short-tcrm bul
also long-term objective facıors. in order to step up the plunder ofbroad masscs
of people in the industrialised capitalist countries and in ıhe devcloping
countries by getting th€ ultimate consunıer to bear the increa!,cd costs of
production. Thal is precisely why the profits of the international oil and raw-
materials monopolies have invariably grown in the past several years. despilc thc
establishmenı of sıate control of most of ıhe sources of raw maıerials in the
developing countries. and despite the subsıantial change in lhe sıructurc of
world prices.

The facı thaı monopoly capitaI has managed to adapt itself lo thc ncw
conditions of raw-materials supply for the capiıa|ist economy shows that if thc
new type of international monopo|ies-lhe multinationals-are to be held in
check. it is not enough to take measures at the one pole aIone-in the devcloping
countries-and ihat ıhere is also a need to eslablish efective democratic control
oveİ them at ıhe other pole-in the industrialis€d staıes. Otherwise, in-
ternational monopoly capital. which provides ıhe direct impetus to inter-
nationalisation ofproduction and exchange in the capitalist-world economy and
u,hich operates as intermediary and connecting link between iıs poles, will
continue. in alliance u,ith other exploiıing forces. to plunder the working peop|c
where,ıer ıhey may be. in the centres of capitalism or on its periphery.

Aı the same time. even a partial check on inıernational monopoly capital in
the course of the struggle for a new international economic order would be an
important gain. because it would open up the prospect [or a l u rther. offensive on
the posiıions of the monopolies. and for eventualIy eradicating all the forms of
dikıaı in internationaI economic relations.

At one time iı appeared ıhaı imperialist exploiıation would be limited only
uith the ıransiıion of more and more liberaled countries ıo the actual building of
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socialism or as an intermediate stage their adoption of the road of non-
capitalist development opening up a socialist p€fspective. EYen today, these
social forms ale the most radical means for eliminating the economic dep€n-
dence on imperialism and overcoming age-old backwardness.

At the same time, in presenl-day conditions, the strengthening of lhe world
socialist system. the total collapse of the coloniai sy§ıem, and the radical change
in the balance of world class forces have opened belore all countries the
possibility of curbing, to a lesser or greater extent, imperialist and neocolonial
exploiıation even before ıhe abo|ition ofthe capitalist system in the chiefcentres
of imperialism. This opporlunily must be used, and the curbing of imperialist
exploitation envisaged in the programme for a new international economic
order carried out consistently and to the end.

The Final Documeni of the 1976 Conference of Cornmunist and Workers'
Parties of Europe says that "the democratisation of international relations and
the development of international co-op€ration on the basis of equality and of
mutual benefit to all peoples are aims ofgreat imporıance in ıhe struggle for the
establishm-,nt of an international community free from imperialism and neocol-
onialism wherein the great disproportions between developed and developing
countries can be overcome, and which will be based on the full independence of
each and eveIy nation and on their active paıticipation in the solution of
mankind's problems."'

No wonder ıhe industrjalised capitalist countries have stubbornly refused to
accept the developing countries' demands, seeking to confine the whole matter
to a compromise aı the top, and to insignificanl concessions in some spheres, so
as to reject the main proposals for restructuring international economic
relations. After all, this is h matter of changing the very principles of in-
ternational economic activity, of a more or |ess important restriction of the
freedom ofaction by international finance capital, and ofa substantjal reduction
in the neocolonial tribute they levy. That is why state-monopoly capitalism
seeks, on the one hand, to kill ıhe progressive content of any restructuring of
economic ties and in this roundaboul way to preserve its privileges, and on the
other, to get the working class and broad masses of other working people in ıhe
developed capilaıist countries to bear the inevitable cost ofsuch a restructuring.

All of this ialls for vigilance wiıh respect lo the moves by imperialism, and a
multiplicaıion of efforıs by all the democratic forces to strengthen ıhe peoples'
anti-imperialist front and mount an offensive on the positions of intemational
monopoly capital, and to purge international economic relations of every form
of inequality and discrimination.

lf this struggle is to succeed, there musİ be a connection between extemal
economic democratic transformations and inıernal economic transformations,
lhe use ofconcessions wrested from imperialism to boost ıhe national €conomy
and raise the living standards of broad masses ofworking people and realise the
ideals of social justice. without importanı changes in the aıignment of class
forces in the developed capilalist states and in the developing countries, it is hard
to imagine the establishment of a truly new, equitable and just international
economic order.

How woYld development will actually proceed, how deep the restructuring of
woıld economic ties will be, and whetherit will truly lead to the establishment of
a new international economic order or will be confined to a toplevel refurbish-
ing of the old, will depend on many factors. An important one among these is
concerted action by all the progressive movements ofouı day and strengthening
of the broad anti-imperialist front of the peoples.

ıThe term "developin8 countries'
documents.
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nı."n,]ı;"t,.ı,,,..,".t, !!1t7,!^i**,""IcıJsses,\cctıOnsorgr "",,",İ:(:::"1"'sThemajn pa oflhcproducıionandnonprııducıionasseırofcıroleraıııesuhichısnotsubjecııo
di\ıribuıi(ln :rm()ng thğır nr(mter. and *iıieh ıs u.ed in a halancad manncr for ıhC ourotse..ıl
c\l(ndcd İePr,duclion Jnd Ihc ral\in[ (|f lhc \ıandard\ ()f culıural and crcrvdav seıvıcis jr ail.ıhl<
lo n].mh.I\ l,ı (oonclelıte\ 

-a.,/.5Thcrt .ırc dılfcrenı yıurces ııf this ınequaliIy: the§e could bc connecıcd wıh labour (lhe dc8ree of
iı\ cü,mpl(\iı\. ır,.ieı\'s Fıelı:rential aİııtudİ ıo *,mc ı)pe\ot lahour acıi!ııt ıs heing crlİcıallı
lmP(|rl:rnı onc\. .t§,), (,r th(\e ma! nol hc c()nnecl(d *lıh l.,houü (\ı.,t ol tJmil\. nuıirhür (;t
ı,hilJı en cıc i
7Al Prescİrı. tht ralio bctuccn the grtıss ıvages of ühe rcp l() per cenı and the boık)m l() Pcr cenı of
\\ateutırlelıinHunuJr\nor^Comest.Ilto6.andtheraıioiorfamihincomes.toık);ı_5.Forıhe
|'uIk .\t ıhı ırc $ ııI [ıne iır lh. nJli.)nal .c(,nom}. the dilfeücnces ııre eİ(n \mdllı:ü. Thc \lud! L,f ıhe
maı(,ria! c(tndjıion (,aindividual cta§se§ and s;cti.ıns on thc 5trcngıh of seıeral oarameteri shoş,s
lhilı (onılJn nı lhij \rid(,nl(Jtl n(,tion lhe ]\erage diffeıcnce. ş'iıh the uoılıırig clas* are higheılhın ılk,\ Jl( h.lı\.(.n \killğd \ıolkCrs Jnd ı6e lnıclligentsia. Rııughlv Rı)'per cenı.ıf ıhc
inıclligcnısia ]ı\c in beııcr mııerial condilions than worlers'. buı tor thcir-paiı. nea'rl_v 2tıpercent of
ıhe \^l)rk.ı\ ]i\ c bcııer lhan somc troup§ of ıhe intcIligcntsia,

class Alliances and political Blocs
This subject has been reviewed-in ıhe context of ıodav's claşş
5truggles in capitalist countries--+y a research group comÖosed of
Zaki Heiri, CC Po|itical Bureau mdmber of the Ğommunist'Parw of
lraq. Kemal Kervan, representative of ıhe Communist Partv of
Turkc1, on the journal. Hugo Fazio, CC member of ıhe Communıst
Party of Chile. and GrigoriVodolazov, Ph.D. (Soviet Union).

The review was conducted under_a research programme drawn up
by thc. Commission on Generat Problems 6f fheorv under the
heııding "Stralegic ldeas of Leninism and the Presenı Dİy".

The group concentrated on some controversial issuesi relatins to
the involvement of new social forces in the revolutionary proİess
today. ıhe uneven growth of the socio-political activitv of diİoaraıe
classes and strata ofcapitalist society, and the chanses tliaı have taken
place in the aiignmenİ of classes aıİd political pa.ües at this stase of
the _struggle. These issues inc|ude chİnges in İhe social structuİe of
capitalist society and the problem of w:orkins-class hesemonv. the
dynamics of class allian-ces in the revolu-tionary ğrocess'. the
Ppssibility of agreements with a segment of the boiırgeoisie, parıy
alliances_ and ı6e mass movement.

The following are some r€sults of the review.

Conc€pts of .. Anti-Hegenıony''
The _grtıup !.xamincd the changes in the composition and condition of the
midd|e strJta in caPitalist society over the past quarter of a century:2 a lower
rate. o1 employment in agricultureı the growing ploportion and influence of
workers bv hrain. primarily scientisıs. İechnjt:ians and engineers; the new
chıractcr and ncw public role of ıhe urban midd|e 5trata. and io on. It considers
thaı ıhese changeı make it ncccrsary to \pcci[y somc thcoreıica| propositions
<ın class alliances. First among them iİ the proposition on jorİing-class
hegemony.

Historicall1,. the idea of working-class hegemonl in ıhe revolutionary
process was advanced by Marxism aİ a time wfien lhİ peasİnİry was still the
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and individua}-should one strive for in the immediate futur€?
From the standpoint of socialist interests. an optimal sca|e of mobility

between sections can be created only when there is a change in parents' views of
what lhey want their children to be. This cannot be done by convincing
arguments alone. The objective conditions of the work and life of social
sections must be drawn closer togeıher in practice. and that is the only
condilion of which social mobility basdd on individual capabilities in the first
place can be made to prevail. l

As a resull of the radical changes iry'society's socia| strucıure. thc problem of
equa|ity is increasingly considered ir}/application to social sections and grtıups.
with its socio-economic aspects comlng ıo the fore. From the sıandpoint of the
Manist-Leninist theory. ıhis is a largely new approach to the Problem. because
it goes beyond the framework o/ the problem of eliminating classes and
attaining equality. \

When"deİermİning ttıe main linfs of its policy. and the pace and priority of
social transformations. the HSWE makes a systematic study of public opinion.
in particular the workin§ peoplfs assessment of the level of socia| equality
attained. A study carried orıt in Uungary in l977 showed that broad sections of
the working people have ac\ptçd the ideals of social equality. Although they
do ıake the critica| aıtitude tci rdany specific phenomena and aspects of social
life. saıisfaction wiıh the existing socio-political relations on the whole prevails.
The establishment of this favourable atmosphere resulıed from a number of
factors. including our economy'i dynamic development in the lg60s and l97()s.
the noticeabIe growth of living,standards and the tangible democratilation of
social practice.

oui studies warrant the assÜtion thai.most working people firmly idenıify
themselves with their social se{ion. are sa\sfied with tİhÖir cbnditi<,ınand see[<
to maintain it. I

lt has been established thal there is no close'reIation between the assessment
of the justice of the existing so$aI relations and b.man's place within ıhe s} stem
of the social division of laboıir. Assessments of the objective degree of the
equaliıy attained are deterıiıined large|y by the sıructuIe of individual
consciousness. the specifics of individual labour activity. persona| impressions
and experience in life. that is. by secondary factors which ale more
differenliated than the sphere of social-class relations. Only a very small part of
the Hungarian working people believes that the inequaliıy in our country is
much too great. The majority (nearly 70 per cent of tho§e polled) believe that
the bulk of the people live in average materiil conditions. and only a
minority-markedly better or worse ıhan ıhe rest. Roughly 30 per cent of those
polled naturally refer themselves to this average group.

The atıainment of social equa|ity is a protracted and complicated historical
process. It is an endeavour for several generations of working people. it calls
for boldness and circumspecıion. inn<,ıvation and consistency and an ability to
solve current problemswithout losing sightofthe long term. The pecplesofthe
socialist counıries have entered upon the road leading ıo full social equality.
and under the leadershiP of theil Communist Partie§. are succe§sfuIly ıacklin8.
for the first time in history. the tasks of creating as new entiıy of m€n.

]Fredcrick Engels. irri-Dliİri.ı*. F()reign Lan8uagc\ Publishing Hou\c. Mo§(,()\r l959. p.1,17,
2lhid.. pp. lJ7- 1Jlü
3A reciıiı «riokıgical \ıud} sho\ıed Ihaı :1i-3() per cent of ı^,orke.§ ()ver the age of Jl} l.'cars we.c
unskilled. *hereas onlv 9 pcr cent $,cre Unskillcd in lhe l5 lo ]l) age group
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mos1 numerous class of bourgeois society. By virtue of their objective position
in the social production systeİı the peasahts İould noı sustain a Öonsistent drive
for progressive changes. which were imminent objecıively. nor could they
defend their class interests by themselves; their mode of production kept them
isolated from one another. t6e relations befween them w'ere onlv local and not
national. and they had no political organisation (Karl Man and Frederick
Engels- Selecıed Works, Yol. l. p.a78). The proçxırtion of peasanıs in the
capitalist world has droppped sharply by now. Moreover, they are themselves
changing. Many are working people who form organisationİ to defend their
rights. use modem ıechniques. are educated. and so on. This gives rise ıo
doubls as to whether the iİsue of working-c|ass hegemony in rdgard to this
social stratum is as imPortanı for the revoIutionary piocess as befoie.

To be sure, there is no reason for doubts of this kind globally or in the
foreseeable future. for the peasants still make up the-majo;ity of the
economically active population of many countries or are a lİrge'body of
working people second in numerical strength to the working c-lass alİıne.
Nevertheless, the substantial decrease that has occurred in the proportion of
peasants in a number of countries must be borne in mind when wÖ cohsider the
problem of working-class hegemony.

However. the peasants'role in ıhe class struggle does not at all diminish in
step with their decreasing numbels. In fact, thisİole is acquiring a new quality.
ThÖ principal change in İhe peasants'social role is their fÜtherİıansforhatidn
from an anıi-feudal. anti-landowner force into an anti-monopoly one. This is a
result of increasing monopoly capitalist control of agricultuİal production. of
growin8 direct and indirecı exp|oitation ofthe countryside by th6 town through
credits. the supply of technicdl facilities and fertiliseİs. the harketing of faİn
prodıce. and so oı. all of which are in the hands of big capİtal. The
qualitatively new orientation of the peasant movement offers thi woiking class
greater opportunities to exercise its leading role in the struggle alainst
monopo|y. Now. as in_ the past, and irrespectfue of the numericaTİtrenğth of
the peasants. the worker-feasant alliancÖ is, in the opinion of the res-earch
8loup. an impo_rtant condition for success in the fight agiinst monoçıo|y in view
of the peasants' distinctive role in socio-economic-life.-

The question o[ working-class hegemony has never been limited to the
worker-peasant alliance even in countries wiıh an absolute predominance of
peasants. Today it encompasses the whole revo|uıionary movement in town
and country.side alike.__at all_its stages, whatever the characteı assumed by the
movement (national liberation, anti-fascist, anti-monopoly. anti-impeİialiSt,
bourgeois democratic, etc.), with all its diverse interconnecİions. However. its
actual substance in terms of the social compoşiıion of poıential participants in
the movement, who see the working class aı their natuıal Dartne'r and the most
advanced force, does not remain unzhanqed. with the develooment ofmodem
capiıalism. esp€cially where countrieJ are becomins ..oİasantless" at a
particularly high rate. the emphasis ofthe Problem shiftibeiause the towns are
gauı|n8_ ın_imporıance as factors determining the olientation and pace of
political life in.capitalist society. and hence İhe trend of the revoltİtionary
process. Socially. hoıvever, the lowns are centres of both workers anÖ
intermediate strata. which are more numerous in some countries than the
peasantry.

Hugo Fazio. The numerical strength. and socio-political role of the urban
middle strata have grown exıraordinarily. They arÖ increasingly becoming a
vital factor in the proleıariat's policy 6f a iance. In count;;s like Chİİe,
worker-peasant unity retains its importance. However, in iıselfit is not the core
of the alliance to be formed, for there must be mutual understanding between

67

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



the working class and the peasantry as well as the urban middle strata and ıhe
semi-proletariat. "Some postulates of the past." Luis Corvalan said. "no
longei apply or are not equally valid everywhere. The problem of the worker-
peasant alliances. for example. cannot be posed in. say. Mexico in the same
way as in the United Staıes or in Spain in ıhe same way as in France . . . The
essance of Marxism-Leninism is precisely its conıent. not formulas: in this case
it is the necessity for the working class to ally itself with ıhose sections ofsociety
that can be drawn into struggle for justice and social progress."3

The middle strata are not homogeneous. Wage worker§ not belonging ıo the
working class have a considerable revolutionary poıential and so do the
intellectuals and studenls. Wiıness. for example. the ıriumphal experience of
Cuba and Nicaragua.

Group members noted that the increased proportion of workers by brain. of
intellecİuals. technologists. and other white-collar workers in capitalist society
is used by contemporary criıics of Manism as the starting Point of a further
series of arguments to dispute the objective role of the ııorking class as leader
of the revolutionary movement. The question is asked whether there can be
hegemony in regard ıo this social group. most of whose members are more
educaıed'than ahe workers. lt is argued that since they are not private
proprieıors but wage workers unlike the peasants. they do not have to be "led"
io sÖcialism, for ıhey aspire ıo it anyway. Furthermore. it is held that in the past
quarter of a century the middle stfata have become much more active
ıjolitically than the working class. From this it is inferred that the revolutionary
botentiaf of the workers and that of other sectors opposed to monopoly
Öapitalism are "levelling up" and so there are no further grounds for singling
out the oroleıariat as the ieadins force and it would be more reasonable to
speak odforming a front of classe§ against the monopoly bourgeoisie.'That the revolutionary potential of many categories of middle strata is
growing is indispuıable. lt İs an important and lasting trend of the economic
İnd polİtical struggles. Hence. it wouId be wrong to underestimaıe the mounting
oııpösition to a subsıantial part of the middle strata to monopoly capital.'ho*e.e.. the growing protest against monopoly capital domination in
various seclors oT capitaliİt society in no way undermines the objective
standing of the workinğ class as the chief socio-political force and leader in the
anti-mo-nopoly sırugglÖ and the revolutionary ıiıovement. The facts show that
never befoİe has the working class been sowell organised or so strong as today.
lts political atıiıude and action decisively predicaıe the success of the anti-
monopoly strugg|e and the desıiny of ıhe İeioluıion. Unless the workihg class
exercijes'its leaid-ing role in the c|ass sıruggle ıhere can be no serious question of
socialism.

The leading role objectively implicit to the working class and the exercise of
this ro|e are not one and the same thing. The latıer depend§ on many factors.
among which a facıor of decisive significance is to ensure that revolutionary_
sentirıents orevail over reformist onıs and that the workers become aware of
ıheir class iıİterests and adopt the scientific. Marxist-Leninist worldview. As for
the growth of revolutirrnary feeling among the workers and oıher classes and
straÜ of caoitalist societv, it is an uneven process. RevoIutionary initiative can
also come'from non-prbletarian strata. To see the ro|e of leading class as
implying passivity. inacıion and lack of initiative on the Part of other
puİti".lpİnİ, in th'e anti-monopo|y struggle has nothing to do'with a realIy
revolutionarv stand.

Nor is the"growing socio-polilical role of workers by brain. of int€llectuats
and whiıe-co-ilar wÖrkers. a chaIlenge to working-class hegemony. They
become exponents of socialist aspiratİons, not as a traditional int€rmediate
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stratum of caDitalisı society (which, incidenıally. is becoming more and more
differentiaıecİ). but only'w'hen they join the working class and become
*-tİİ"tir.lv a*ure of the'ir new sociaİ status, By drawinğc|ose to the working
İİİs's toUieÖtirelv and subjectivety) and by accepıing its inıerests and ideology,
workers "bv brain come to play a bigp,er role in revolutionary changes,

Zaki İeiri. The nroblÖm-of eİ6rcising hegemony is not simple for the
Droletariat even in developed capitalist countries. where ıhere are Strong
workinp-class oartics, But ii is infiriiteIy more difficult in developing ctıuntries,
where fhe prdletariat is numerically weaker. Some people say that in this
situaıion the Communist Party shoutd join in th€ moYement of the progressive
forces of its country and seek more than to ı olk within the measure of its
abilitv.

Coboeraıion is necessary, ofcourse. lt is imponant to support a revolution-
,* oettv-borrseois sovernment or the government of a patriotic bourgeoisie
aİ'well İs their"ootitİcal parties as long İs ıhey consisıenily fight imperiaIism.
even if there i! no foİmat bloc or coalition government. Buı under no
çircumstances can the ıighı to fight the class narrow-mindedness and
inconsistency ofour allies be sacrificed. nor can the struggle forcIass hegemony
and oolitica[ leadershio be discontinued. For our Paİty the experience of ten
vearİ of political alliance with the Baath Pany ( !968- l978) and the experience
İıf coopÖration with the regime proved ağain that when iı comes to the
realisatlion of the basic aims and tasks of socialism no poIitical alliance between
the Communist Parlv and a p€tty-bourgeois (let alone a bourgeois) party can
survive if the petİy-bourğeoiİ part! dominates the a|liance and the
government." The oeonle owe their qrowing revolutionafy strength to the proletariat'5
exercisÖ of its leading rolĞ in thğ class sıruggle. The role o[ outsideJ. to say
nothing of losing an independent policy line. tends to wea-ken the Party, to
reduce"the revoÜtionary iotential bf thi: politicat bloc. and u|timately to s|ow
down the revolution as a whole or even ıeverse it.

The "Big Riddle" ofStrates.
The involvement of new social forces belonging to the middle strata in the
revolutionary process raises certain questioni ralating to ıhe,€xercise of the
role of leadeİ İhat belongs objectively to the working class. One of the most
imoortanı oI these ouesti;ns i5 the possibility of a sotid and lasting alliance with
thrj middle strata. lıs solution encöunters cbnsiderable theoreıical difficulıies
arising from the fact that while the working class and the midd|e strata have
intereİts in common there also are very imp6rtant differences of atıitude. This
Droduces a problem occasionally calied ihe "big riddle" of the strategy of
hlliance. The problem may be stated as fol|ows: the middle strata are
oppressed by mbnopoly and İo can make conımon cause with the proletariat on
th6 basis of anti-monopoly, general democratic demands. But what is the
outlook for this allianie?'w-ill it stilt be there when general democratic
oroblems have been solved?' It is no easy matter to ascertain this outlook. The middte Stıata vacillate
when it comes to consistently carrying out a socialist programrne providing, in_

the final analysis, for the'abotiİion of privaıe property in the mean§ of
Droduction. Whar stand is the working alass to take on İh€Se ŞtTata when
İlevelopments bring socieıy to the thresİold of a direct struggle for socialism?
To answer ıhis queition is important, and rıot only fol the future. The solidity
of an aIliance depends largeIyon the clarity of the outlook for the futur€.

To be sure, a r'ealignmeİt İıf class foıcesls inevitable when the revolutionary
69

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



process moves from one phase to another. It is said that in these circumstances
iı will be necessary not merely to realign ranks buı to join in a resolute struggle
against an ally of yesterday, the middle sırata. An ally today, an enemy
tdmorrow. This is said to bÖ the logic of the revolution.'But wİll the middl;
strata accept alliance with the proletariat if this is the prospect?

Some people_imagine that the difficulty can be overcome by providing for the
preservation of small-commodity production. private ProPerıy. competition.
and so on. under socialism. This situation would be possible in the early period
after the victory of the working class and its allies'but is utopian in ftı'e long
term.

So how should ıhe "riddle" be solved? Aİe the middle strata oniy a
temporary ally whose revolutionary potentialities become exhausted at the
anti-monopoly stage of the sıruggle?

ln Theses on Feuerbach Kar[Marx noled that by changing circumstances,
people simultaneously change themselves. and tlİat thİpÖcess of people
changing the social environment in the course ofrevolutionary practice is at the
same time a process of their self-change (Karl Man and Frederick Engels,
Selecıeıl Works, Vol. l. p.13). This thİsij is the methodological key to"the
"riddle". By joining in the revolution. social strata and groups. change their
social being and themselves in the course of the revoluıion, cehsing more and
more to be what they were when it began. After putting an end to domination
by monopoly capilalism, the middle strata allied with the working class ıuill
participate in creating a new sysİem of social relations, in which their own
Status, condition, and nature will change. In the new society the bulk of the
middle strata ııill have fundamentally new opportunities.

Far from ruling out, this implies that a differentiation could come about
among the middle strata themselves and that those of its members who rejected
socialist change would drop out of the alliance. But then the greater part of the
middle strata would free itself from the econoınic. political. and spiritual
influence and tutelage of forces determined to stop the anti-monopoly struggle
half-way. and would-rise to the independent makfng of history. rı,İthİs waİt"he
alliance of anti-monopoly forces would develop further at ıhe stage of socialist
revolution, which is objectively the only means of delivering the middle sırata
from exploilation by big capital and putting an end to its socially under-
privileged condition. The concepı of transition from anti-monopoly to socialist
changes cou|d apparently be worked out onIy with account of the chan8es and
differentiation among ıhe middle strata. which not only take place due to
objective causes but are prepared by a series of transitional measures and
concessions to these strata.

Vodolazov. The strategy of Russia's revoluıionary proletarians towards the
middle peasants in october l9l7 is indicative in this resPect. The proletariat.
Lenin pointed out. "is obliged. in the interesıs of the victory of socialism. to
yield to the small working and exPloited peasants in the choice of these
transitional measures. . ." (VoI.26,p.334). During the october Revolution,
the Bolsheviks accePted a proposal for equal land tenure. that is. adopted a
bourgeois democratic measure on which the peasants insisted while the
proletarian pany made "a declaration of dissent" (ibid.. p.335). The
Bolsheviks proceeded from the assumption that on|y experience could open
the peasants' eyes to the benefits of socialist changes. "we have not the
slightest intention of expropriating the middle peasants," Lenin stressed.
" . . . We shall not ıolerate qny use of force in respecı of the middle peasants"
(Vol. 29. pp.l5l. 205).

The experience of the october Revolution gave the lie to the ıhesis of the
second !nternational's reformist leaders, who affrrmed that "the majority of
70
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the exploited toilers can achieve complete clarity of socialist consciousness and
firm Socialist convictions and character under capitalist slavery. under the yoke
ofthe bourgeoisie" (V.I. Lenin, Coll- Works, Vol.3l. p.l87). Italsorevealed
that the non-proletarian masses can shed their illusions and remould
themselves in the course of revolutionary changes in alliance with and aided by
the working class" (ibid.).

In step with the development ot the socialist revolution. the working class
and other working people (the middle strata of one_time capiıalist society)
drew c|oser together. This means that instead ofShrinking the social basisofthe
revolution expanded.

On the other hand, members of the research group noıed thai between the
working class and the middle strata whose prociss, ispecially when they are
taken iİ'to account only superficiatly.

Fazio. Under the Popular Unity govemmenı in Chile. one of the sharpest
struggles between revolution and counter-revolution was over the middle
strata. In the end. part of these strata sided with ıhe woıking class. while the
majority. relative|y neutra| at first. ended by defecting 1o the counter-
revolution. On analysing this fact, some Popular Unitf leaders found iı
inevitable. arguing that whenever the middle İtrata deteat the possibility of
fundamental changes, they end by deserting en masse to reaction- ihis
conclusion is wrong. for the condition of a substantial segmenı of the middle
strata is SimiIar to that of the proletariat and. in some cases. even worse. which
means that they can only find a real solution for their problems in common with
the Proletariat. As for the petıy bourgeoisie. its principal contradiction tendsıo tte---ever more markedly-with monopoly althou8h it has cerlain
contradictions wiü the workinq cIass. This creates the obiective conditions for
agreement wiıh the proletariatln the struggte against monop<ıly.-One of the lessonİ drawn by our Pany İÖm Ğe defeaı suİtaİned bv it is that
we must form a broader alliaıice than the one which triumDhed in ı9i0. This is
demanded not only by ahe priority task of ending ıhe diciatorship buı by the
fact lhat we see the requisite changes in Chilean sociery as a continÜous prucess
involving all democİatic forceİ. "Nothing could- be further fro'm our
intentions." Luis Corvalan pointed out. '.tha; to took fof atlies today only to
discard them tomorrow."4

Bourgeois-Proletarian Coalitions
Compromises with some sections of the bourgeoisie against monopoly
capitalist intrigues. a fascist threat. imperialist inteİvention. İnd so on. do'noİ
contradicı Lenin's advice not to scÖrn even a temporary. unsıable. and
unr_eliable ally. In the revolulionary processes going on in Latİn America. Asia.
and Africa, where the probleİns of nat]ona'İ political and economic
emancipaıion have yet to be fully solved. some- segments of the local
bourgeoisie play a progressive part in the struggle again* imperialism and ıhe
biggest magnates of local financial monopoly. This is certain to affect the
attitude of the working class to the local boÜrg6oisie.

Kervan._Turkey's monopolies are out to assume full control of state power
and to take a leap into state-monoPoly capitalism. The altemative to this
is an advanced democraıic revolution that can pave the way forsocialism in our
country.

In the overall context of the class sİruggle in Turkey action against foreign
capital and neocoloniaIist methods of exibiting our pÖople- as Ğll as again"st
the.p_resent ggvernm€ni's repressive_ policy. is very important. The rarıge of
social forces that could join a-national demİıcratic front İgainsı üe reactijnary
forces allying themselvCs with foreign capital is very wide]This front could alsİı
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be joined by_a_section ofthe bourgeoisie unassociaıed wiıh monopoly.
The Republican People's Party. which is backed mainly by the hi6dle sırata

as wel| as by rhe big and mid<ile non-monopoly bourğeoİsie, is among the
opponents of the repressive policies of the preğenı Turkiıh sovernmenı. while
ıhe leadership of this party ii in the handS Öt rightists. who iupport the policies
tıf imperialish and the İotlaborationist mon"opoly bourgeÖiİsie, denİocralic
aspiralions are sırong among ıhe rank and file. Iİrdead, theİe is a "left wing" in
the RPP that has yct to adopı an explicit political orientation. but advances
some anli-fascist and anıi-imperialist demands. This "left wing" can be won
over by ıhe forccs seeking the ovenhrow of the regimc.

fazıo. A visıble differentiaıion process is going on among the bourgeoisie of
countries like ours: a higher stralum is forming-a finance. monopolistic
capital commandin8 the 8reaıest economic power. The increasingly sırong
positions of this sector spell out the subjugaiion and exploitation in variouİ
ways of not only the proletariaı and other wage workers but of some segments
of the middle and petty bourgeoisie. Moreover. this subjugation is effected
through diverse channels. In this context lhe democratic revo|ution is anti-
impe riaIist and anti-oligarchic (meaning. in our case, primarily struggle against
finance capiıal). Local finance capital is both ctosely associated with and
dependent on imperialism without. however, losing its identity or relative
aulonomy. lt is this alliance. in which imperialism is becomirıg an increasingly
"internal" factor. that consıitutes the class basis of fascism.

The differentiation under way among the bourgeoisie and the contradictions
generated by the power mechanism set up to give supp<ın to the alliance
betwecn local and foreign capital provide a real basis on which to draw part of
the bourgeois forces into the struggle against monopoly and imperialist capilal.
This was demonstrated again. not only in one country (l mean the ampıe
experience of Nicaragua. where the Sandinista National Liberation Front
proved equal to bringing bourgeois elements into the fight against Somoza),
but at regional level as wel|, mosı governments of Latin America (dominated
by bourgeois forces) rejecting imperialism's bid for armed intervenıion. The
facts bear out the correctness of the conclusion of the l975 Havana conference
of Communisi Parties of Latin America and the Caribbean about the possi-
bility of united democraıic and anti-imperialisı action involving, along wiıh
popular forces. some scctions of ıhe Latin American bourgeoisie. According lo
l lıe Havana Declaration. this agreement "will never be achieved in the intelest
tıf lransient compıomises. at the expense of the essential alliance of workers.
peasants. and other working people and the middle strata or at the expense of
the class independence of the proletariat".

Coı_ıperation between the working class and the bourgeoisie in the national
interest. \^,ith a view to ending the economic crisis and eliminating its effects,
the group members pointed out. is also advocated by reformists. The working
class certainly has a stake in loosening the crunch ofıhe crisis. But the problem
is how to end lhe crisis, whether at the expense of the working class and other
wtırking people (wage freeze. austerity. a ban on strikes, and so on) and
without detriment to monopoIy interests. or aı the expense of the pronts and
privileges of the monopoly bourgeoisie, ıhe ciass ıhaı bears all ıhe
responsibiliıy for crises.

In other words. "saving the nation" from the crisis has nothing to do with
strength€ning the Positions of sıate-monoçnly capitalism. "It is not enough to
say, 'Let us first end the crisis and then we sha|l see'"' Luigi t ongo. Chairman
of the ltalian communist Party, said. "we must find out how we are to
overcome it and iri the name of what purposes and prospects. The working
people want to be certain thaı when we come out of the tunnel of the crisis we
,lz
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shall not meet . . . leaders of the past who are willing to try everything all over
again."5 Ending the crisis and eliminating its effects do not provide a basis for a
coincidence of the inierests of the working people and monopoly bourgeoisie.
on the contrary the antagonism between them grows sharper.

Vodolazov. The fact lhat a coalition somehow harmonising the aspirationsof
the workers and part of the bourgeoisie occasionalIy takes shape in a developed
capitalist counlry is explained by lhe necessity and importance ofnationalising
banks and large-scale industries. Measures of this nature are seen from the
theoretical standpoint as "sleps ıowards socialism", of which Lenin spoke.
However, counting on steps towards socialism through a bourgeoi§-proletarian
coa|ition would seem to be wrong both in theory and in practice.

To begin with. the social content of measures such as naıionalisation is
determined by power relations. Lenin pointed out that these measures may
mean "a sıep. and more than one step. towards socialism" on the imPortant
condition that there wi|l arise "a revolutionary-democratic staıe" (Col/.
Works, YoI.25. pp.357-358). Under a bourgeois state. however. they are not
steps towards socialism, any more than other forms of concentraıion and
centra|isation of capital. Nor is there any reason t<ı identify the creation under
capitalism of the material prerequisites of a new system with steps towards
socialism. Besides. ıhese prerequisites have objectively matured already. In
this sphere the interests of the workers and the bourgeoisie are in direct
conflicl. since the working class wants nationalisaıion of a kind that would
undercut and not strengthen the positions of capiıal.

Alliance of partics and Rsdicslisstion of the Mısses
ln present-day capitalist society with its developed and highly differentiated
structures. at a time when poli]ical parties influence virtuallv every population
group. the principles of class alliance are applied targely through coaliıions and
blocs of political panies. An alliance of class forces also develops in the course
of direct struggle by the masses, without acquiring the character of a political
agre€ment between parıies. and through action by ıhe trade unions and oth€r
mass organisations. But it is precisely blocs and alliances between political
parties that assure coordinated action by the masses and make thai action
durabIe and productive.

As the researchers see it. political blocs are not a direct projection of class
alIiances at party level. Most of the poliİical Parties. while objectively
expressing the inıerests of definite classes. Strive nominally to oPerate a5
"national" parties or parties of the people as a whole. Quite often a pirty that is
bourgeois in characıer is followed by numerous working people belon8in8 not
only İo the middle strata but to ıhe İvorking class. ThisİÖntradicıion İetİeen
the class nalure of bourgeois centrist and refoTmist panies and the objective
interesıs of a substantiaI part of ıheir social base. theİr eIectorate. musİnot be
discounıed. underestimation of these contradictions sives rise to sectarian
prg_lrıdices. which may prove to be a serious obsıacle ıo İnıi-monopoly action.
_ The p_roblem of political blocs wiıh reformisı and cerıain bourğeoİs parıies
has the following two basic aspects if account is taken of the c|ass substİnce of
these bloc§ in ıhe broad conıext of the anti-imperialist slruggle and not of
temporary polilical consideralions: achieving uniıy of aclion with the middle
strata. and uniıy ofthe workin8 cıass itself. This is why political blocs are not an
opporıunjty that it would be a pity not to use at this or ıhat stage of the class
struggle for sc_orlng g momenıary gain. They are a necessity arising from a
coıncidence ot class interests. an expression of the objective need for unity
amon8 different classes. strata, movements. and currents in the anti-monopoli
struggle.
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Compromıses on practicaI policy issues between parties adhering to different
class positions or currents in the working-class movement do not extend to the
ideological sphere, tha1 is, they do not involve a change in a pany's attitude to
its class, a renunciation of the goals of its struggle, and so forth. However, the
Communists do not see thi§ as a plagmatic deal on the principle of "support in
exchange for support". The criteria of a poliıical a|liance of panies are ıo win
new positions (oı defend positions won) in struggle again§t socio-political
forces thaı are pafticularly reactionary at the given moment, on the one hand,
and enlighten. organise, educate, and radicalise the masses, on the other.
These tasks. which aıe far from coinciding in every respect, can be
accomplished on the principle of dialectically combining unity and struggle
within the alliance_

Class alliances have their development stages and milestones. A bloc of
parties may result in one gaining much greater influence than otbeıs. This is not
İıecessarily due ıo mistakes or miscalculations on the part of an ally. What is
sometimes aı work is a certain regularity in the developmenı of an alliance of
left-wing, democratic forces and in the radicalisation of the masses. It is not
Surprising, for instance. that \ı,,hen a swing to the left begins numerous electors
generally side with the moderate forces of the left front. What is much less
iommon is an immediate swing of the masses to the revolutionary wing of the
movement. Lenin showed that the masses generally go over from Scheidemann
and others like him (that is. from bouıgeois parties and parties cooperating
with the bourgeoisi€) to the revolution through "intermediate stages" (Co|/.
Works,Yo|. _1'İ , p.74).

The class alliance policy implies a differentiated approach to different
political forces.6 Besides. the form of political bloc mentioned earlier. i.e..
igreement between a revolutionary and a reformist party, ıhere is the inter-
party alliance such as cooperation among kindred revolutionary currents.' Kbrvan- Operating in ihe working-class movement of Turkey are, besides
the Communist Party. the workers'Party, and the Socialist workers'Party.
They are not affiliaıed to the Socialist International, nor are they reformist:
they are orienled on socialism and revolution and inspired by the ideas of
scie'ntific socialism. The Turkish Communists regard alliance with these
workers' parties (its significance goes far beyond the framework of general
democratİc tasks) as an bbjective of the first importance. Such an alliance could
become the centre of attraction for all workers ensuring their unity of action. a
core equal lo uniting around it a wide range of democratic forces, and
subsequently, a decisive facıor for going over from general democratic to
socialiİt changes. The Communists of Turkey contribute their share to the
international 'experience of forming alliances of kindıed revolutionary
currents. Not lonL ago efforts by circ|es supporting us. the WP and the SWP, as
weIl as by Kurdish revolutionary democrats resulted in an agreement to evolve
a common action platform. we consider that also wonhy of special attention is
the possibility of joint action with political groups that are devoted to the idea
of revolution even though they are not proletarian.

Fazio.'fhe process that has led to political division within the west
European working class cannot be duplicated in Latin America. We cannot
look on the activity of many Socialist parties of our hemisphere, including the
Social-Deınocrats. from the standpoint ofthe line prevailing among ıhe Social-
Democrats of westem Europ€. Iı is also imPortant to remember that there
exist non-Communist forces which are unquestionably revo|utionary. l mean
various currents and parties which are arıiving at Marxism-Leıinism or are
influenced bv it. This-is a result of both an evolution of these forces and the
influence woh bv Marxist-Leninist forces in Latin America and the world. It is
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creating a_reality which we must consider open-mindedly and creatively in the
interest of the revolution.

The research group came io the following conclusions:
The policy of cla:s.a]|innç shows increasing variety and originality. The

unique pecuIiarity of this Po|icy is typical of countries oh differeni or id'entical
Iev_els of capitalist socio-economic development, countries having different
politial regimes oı regimes of one and the ;ame type. and dissimilaİ historical
and cultural traditions or traditions that are similir to multiformity. All this
makes the key methodo|ogical principle of Marxism-Leninism in investigaıing
lhe. proble_m of class alliances and blocs of political panies-the sİecifi;
analyses of concrete situations--all the more important.

For all its national distinctions, the wo[king-;tass policy of alliance reflects
and must take into account principles common-to alt ind wbrked out aş a result
of studying the regularities arİd distincıive characteristics of ıhe world
revo|utionary process. as well as of generalisinq the exoerience of the class
struggle.in one's own country and eIsewhere. Thğ"wind ofthis age" is b|owinq
tn one direction. namely. revolutionary transition from capitalism to socialismi
which is effected through a number of stages or directly. ln this lies ıhe common
social. root of the policy of class alliance. its essentijl unity. which manifests
itself in the most diverse conditions.
. Experience has confirmed the Vitality of the Marxist-Leninisı teaching on

class aIliances. whose core is the working class, as the socio-potitical basiİ for
revolutionary change.. Uoder contemporary capitalism, strucİural changes and
the furıher exacerbation of its crisis eitend ihe iange of real and poıentiil allies
o[ the working class in the struggle for peace. de-mocracy. natÖna| freedom,
and socialism. The exercise byİhe woİking c|ass of its leadine role in ihis
struggle_a role ıhat belongs objectively to it--is a decisive condiıion both for
the success of the struggle and for evenıuaIly impanins a socialist character to
working-class alliances with non-proletarian woİking |eople. with the middle
sırata.

The Communisl movement has gained considerable and varied experience
of using every opponunity to win an ally enjoying massive supçıort. İt will be
much easler to ascertain such opportunities by further reseaıch into the
dialectics ofclass alliances and blocs of politicaI pİrties with the use ofscientific
methodology._which means that the piincip|es bf working-class revolutionary
policy. evolved by.Marx, Engels. and Lenİn should be ağplied in accordancÖ
with the pecuIiariıies of the country concemed.

lIn l975 and l976 lhe.e \^,a§ an inlemaıional dl5cusslon in wMR on '.The workin! Class and lıs
Allies" to which theİe w!,re 35 contribuıion(. (Discus(ion records werc brouEhı oui in txrck fofm
under lhe same ıi!le in l977 bt Peace and Süia!lsm PubIi\her§. Praguc. ) Subiqu(.nılr. ıhe journal
re\umed iısdiscusslon_(,l theiuhjccl oı allie! ol ıhc qorIlng clirs\ ( iryVi. Jrl, i9;r. Ma}. Aus*ı.
and Deccmber |97ıJ. Juh and Dccembljr Is7q..rnd Jun!:Jult and Auıusi ]qJıııl. Thl re,earch
sroup t(x|i account of lhtse puhlicationr. u hıch made i possibls ıo sİngİ.;İ, rİ ..,.e 

"rıhc 
p,otle.-

no\t, beinE debaıed in ıhe C6mmunist moremcnt,
2Marxis| §chola15 do nol:rlsa}\ dCfine ıhe Ierm midıll., ildıa cnl;call}. Some.,nI\ ıel(r Io.ıİba,
nıııldle ııraıa, .le,,ııingı)uı the.pea\aıt5 Jnd inte||c.ıua|s. We btlie!e it İs more rcarİınablc ıo appl1
lhe ıerm mrd.//. Jrrdl.r to all thc wı-ia| Proups tha! ubiecltvclY do noı tıckıne ıo eiıher'ihi
bourgeoisie or the wo.king class buı hold an inıermcdiate pldce beıween ü;m (zapadnayo
Ye|ropa ı, sovremennonı mirc. vo|. I. Mosco\r. 1979. p.]71i. lt is from this ansle ıhlt Ler;in
dcrcıibcıl ıhe clas§ composııion of (Jpı|ali\ı socic§. İırıinq "thrce main ıroırös. or c]aıscs:
cxpl.)ilcd. e\ploiting. and lnıermcdiate ' ( Co1l, w.,.*J, Vol. .'1r. o {5]^n Ru\\iJn t. 

'
3Bolcüin ıkl Eflcriol, N(,.:ır. l.'7q ppJlt...lI
'Boleıi,ı .lel E\ıeliol. No. ,]7. llr7.J. D ]],5L'Uriro. october ]U. ı97ö.
6see Joinı Acıions: Aims, Lessonı, Dificulties.
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Anti-Sovietism{ore of Anti-Communism
BJORNGRON

CC member, Communisı Pany of Denmark

This article continues the discussion on the subject "Present-Day
Anti-Communism and Ways of Countering lt" begun in WMR, June

l980.

ı
THE LATEST opinion surveys in Denmark have shown that 58 p€r cent ofthe
people believe another war is inevitable. The people do not want war, of
Öouİse. But impeıialist propaganda is doing its dirty business, knowing that the
potentialiıies oT the forİes Öf aggression grow with tbe spread of the feeling that
İ military calasırophe is inescapable. The main 3iguments in the struggle for
Dublic obinion. which is a crricial sDhere of the class confronıation in ıhe
İnodern wor|d. are today based on'an endless sıring of inventions by ıhe
bourgeois mass media abÖut "Soviet aggresslon", the danger emanating from
the "ğrowing Soviet military capability" to the peoples of Western Europe, and
so o-n. Thğ mass character of these.arguments and their formidable
geosraphical dimensions. and also the results regisıered at the |evel of the mass
Öonğci<İusness are indicative. of the r,scale of imperialism's propaganda
camDalpn.

T[ıe İnspirers and executors of thi§ campaign are depicting their charges
asainst th6 USSR as actions confined exclusively to relations between stateS
aid ıo safeguarding "weslem civilisation" against the "Red aggressor".
Actuatlv. thıs is neither more noi less than anothel wave of anti-sovietism
spearheaded noı only against Soviet foreign policy but aIso a8ainst the Soviet
sİaıe as such, againİt tie economic and political foundations of triumphani
socialism. againİt the n€w society's very nature and basic characteristics.

The preseiı anti-Sovieı campaign is timed to the subslantial strengthening of
the Dofiıical and ideo|ogical pÖsition of the military-indusırial complex in lhe
prin'cipal imperialist countries, the visible swing to the right on the parı of the
leadeİs of tliese countries, and also (as pan and parcel of an integral process)
the seneral intensification of anti-Communist activity by the political
spokÖsmen and ideologues of state-monopoly capitalism. This campaign bears
o'ut ıhat anti-Sovieıisri has been and remains the main comPonent. the main
orientation of the world-wide sırategy of anti-Communism.

This is due to the operation of many objective factols. of these ıhe most
imDortant are that the soviet Union ıvas the firsı country to break the chain of
world imnerialism and blaze the road for mankind to the new. cornmunist era:
that it is t'he acknowledged vanguard of all progressive mankind and heads the
broad front of struggle against imperiaIism; that iı is a ma.;or power with a huge
economic and miİİİary -potentia[. has for over six decades opposed al| the
aqqressive ambitions oi ihperialism, and is the principal guarantor of peace on
th'ğslobe, the bulwark of tlİe struggle for delente. for the security of all nations.

o-f course. the fact that anti-sovietism is the core of anti-communism does
not at all signify thaı bourgeois political and ideological leaders look with
favour on soĞialism in counlİies such as. for exampIe. Hungary or the CDR. or
tone down ıheir lies about other socialist-community countries. By no means!
Despiıe their "differentiated approach" doctrine designed to undermine
frieıidship and cooperation among socialist countries. ıhe anti-Communists are
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|s..,.Karl Marr aDd Fİcd..ick Eo8.1s. s.re.ıed works h, Thre. yoıumes, vol- l, o. 14
'KAtl Mılı. capiıoı, vol. l, Moscoır, p.,ltt.

The Bastş for Unittng Left Fotcec ln
Mexico

ALEJO MENDEZ GARCH
CC membcr, Mexican communist Party

ho_rizon, harmoniously to combine personal interests and those of the labour
collectlve and the whole of society, and to enhanc: the moral incentives for
vigorous labour activiıy.

Consequent|y, the social aspects of improvement of the system of manage-
ment consist above all in consciously reğulating ıhe changİs in ıhe status-of
workers at the enı,erprises. This does hot -bear oıİ tlıe.quantltıiv. İsp""t Jftlıİ
dev€lopment ofdeqıocrqcy, but on its qualilative conİent, which isİonnected
wıth the realisaıion by the working cIass of its historical mission.

But the democratisation of economic management is not only of profound
political .import but also of tremendous ecÖnomic siİİfi;İe. t'he morİ
massive the participaıion in management, the better and fÜler the usc ofreseİvİsıor öoostın_g and ımproving production and the faster the growth of the
productive lbrces. One could say, therefore, that the mechanism;f the socialist
İ:o.911y y"P9 be imperfect wilhoul the mightly_lever of massive participation
11Tlliqepq.1. ln this s€ns€, the working people's creative activİty, iniİiative
ano s€lı-admln!straıion constitute a key moıive force of ıhe sociatist economv.
Involvement of masses of working peo-ple in the managemİnİ oİ;;;;;lİ;;İ;
etrec-ıeo thıoüg]ı varıous organjsational forms, like workers' sc|f-aöministration
conıerences ln Poland_.standing production conferences in the USSR, and so on.

summtng up what ı have said, I want to stress that the growing uniıy ofsocial
ll9,T_o_"9T§ polbies reff€cts. the. objective.conditions pİopİİ ı"o tlıe'perioa or
Pulıoır.ıs 11ığ Perİecııng the developed_ socialist society. In this coniext, it is,gp9.tull to note that the competition b€tween the twoopposiıe social syitems
must not be reduced to economic indicators alone. The sıideriority of sdialism
over capitalism lies.above all in the sphere oflabour, and aİ§J İn İlıjcraruntee. it
pJ9viq1l9l th! seiritual developmİnt of the individual. Ol-basİc iİportance isıne p€ople s YaY gı ]llg. uqdsr _the two socio-economic systemi, for the
development oİ the individual is the most general expression ind chief touch-
stone. of socia|ism's superiority over capihTism. neafisaİion oİ-İlıe stratecv of
socıal development puı forward by ıhe ruling parties of the fraternal coui'iries
creates ever new condttıons lbr shaping ıhe fully and harmoniously developed
in- dividual. the ideal person of the 'coıİmunist fuıu.İ. - - --''

FOR over_six months now, our Party has been working to implement the
decisions ofa joint meeting in Decembei l977 of ıhe cenıra'i comrİiittees ofthe
Mexican Communist Pany (M_cP), Mexican People's Party (MPP) and Re-
vo|utionary Socialist Party (RSP). The meeting foas an imDortani event in
national poliıic^s and is bound to yield useful resu|ıs. The three İıarties adopled a
Lıeclaration of Unity under which they commit themsclvis ıo set u'n the
mechanisms ne€ded ıo bring about their early merger; to conduct joinı'mass
acılvlttes: to develop a common pıogramme for a way out of the economic,
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sociaI and political crisis; to promote united action with other left-wing forces
and campaİgn for a mass woİking-class party capable of uniting broad s€ctions
of ılr" oİooj. as a counterweiglİt to th; b6urgaois parties, and oıganise the
stİugglİ ltİ. much-needed anİimonopoly, anti-imperialisı and democratic
chanqe.

ihi documents discussed at the joint meeting were drafted coIlectively by the
ıeaaiishios of the ıhree Darties. fhe main report was presented by Gilberıo
lİncon ĞallarOo. Execuİive Commission member of the CC MCP. Manuel
§İİjlr"n. Cu."i". .ember of the MPP National Leadership, presented the draft
oolitical declaration.'-İtİ .İtins was preceded by preparatory activities. Even before the |8th
rl"İİonuİ C"nğ..* oİour eartyİMay !977).ihe CC MCP and the CCs ofeach
orİtıe t*o otnj. parties held joi-nt meİtings at.which they collective]y worked out

"nJ 
uop-r.O ttİeses on the struggle foİpolitical reform and a way out of the

crisis.'these was a strong fee|ing for organisational unity of_the three p?rttes,
"This meetins-" said a dĞclaration adopted by the joinı meeıing of ıhe ccs ol
ttJ ırlcF ano-üpp', "is an important siep towards integration that would rally
İoİettıİr all the Marxists-Leninists and supporters ofsocialism in Mexico,"]

Tt. lltn MCP Congress set out its aıtiİıİde towards this signific_anı and new
a"r.İ"orn"nİ amonı t e revolutionary Marxisı-Leninist forces o[ th€ left, lts

"".iti.İn 
İounO refleÖtion in CC Cenerİl Secretary Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo's

İ.p-İ. *l,rct the congress approved. The main Congress resolution contains
İl,!r" orinİinl.., " U ni6'cat ion'Öresupposes identical goals and principles and an

İnt*.İr..oİ"rnon experience Öfsıruğgle . . . Our position in ıhis respecı is clear:
;;;;;;İ.; workihgtlass p".ty drit would fiğhı againsı capitalism and for
İ""ili.. nuiJ.a bv thİ theorİ of scientific socialİsm and. in its internal life, by
aİ.ocİ"tiİ İ.ntrulİsm. We also support the ıhesis that a revoluıionary working,
c-lais paity must in clear terms formiılale_th€ theory ofthe transition to socialism
İ" Ü[İi"6, ,..l. out a programme defining the'obj_ectives^a_nd. the means of
;;hi;rİ;;ü;. *d evolİe tİctics for the eveiyday defence of the interests of the

oroletarÜı and other working people.
'-:'nİ-itıe ,İr" ıi.e. a revoliıioniry working-class party must b€ based on the

prin.ipl"İ oİpİol"taİi"n internationalism and of solidarity with the peoples of
the world."a"'İİİ. -rJİluruıion 

of Unity adopted by the three parties at the joint meeting of
tn"iİ Ğ"t.uİ Committees, and ıheir' identical İpproach to Mexico's main
İİonorni. and nolitical problems are not accidental developments, They are

"İİ.,İ*İr" 
or tlİel, closeİ ideological relations and firm resolve to work for a

.İ.İnl. Marlst-l-eninisı workingİlass party. "The party needed by the working
cİaİ." tl,. Dectaraıion says. ''must be guided by M arxist,Leninist theory as

,ooİ"O İ" nutİ"nul reality.-lı must combİı everytiing that hampers its growıh,
aİ'well as such harmful İrends as secıarianism. opportunism. revislonısm and
aou.uti... ıt .r.t always take into account the hisiorical conditions prevaiIing
İn Zuİİornı.v. as wel| as the Mexican people's customs and characteristics,

"İ*, "U"ra"İİns 
its internationalist posİtions. It must base iıs internal life on

J..ocİatic centğlism. free discussion, and strict discipline in carrying out
J.cisionr. lt must have a democratic. anıi-imperialist and sociaIist progr_amme

envisacinq democraıic developmenı for the good of the p€op]e. providlng lor,the
people=s p]articipation in the management of every sphere oI'_economıc. polttıcal
İnd'sociİl activity. and showing ıhe people the way to socüalısm,-':tlurİnr.orn.İiİted 

itself to d-ischaİge İts historicresponsibility, this parıy will
have ıo t6rm the broadesı possib|e alliances with all the parties Iavourtng
Jemocratl" development, wiİh the population gloups interesıed in indepen-
dence, social progrİss and freedom." 5
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The parties that signed the Declaration pledged themselves to promoıe not
only acİion unity, but also ideological unity, so as to arrive at common views on
the main problems agitating the people and the country.

Prompttd by lhese principles and the desire to forge unity in the course of
struggle, the MCP, MPP and RSP agreed on the following:

-set up unity committees of the three parties at all organisationaı levels;

-promote 
collective research as the basis for cadre training in schools and

study groups, through seminars and confer€nces, etc.;
-üo-operation at all propaganda levels as the prelude for the publication ofa

common newspap€r in the near future;
set up commissions to analyse key poliıical problems and draft documents

according to a common conception; these documents to be circulated, by
consent ofthe Party leadership, io the membership as discussion drafts, so that a
common policy may subsequently be worked out;

--demand that all polilical parties be allowed to paIticipate in elections.
A certain amount of collective woık on some of these points had been done

earlier. Shortly before ıhe three-parıy meeting, for instance, the firstjoint cıasses
for mid-leveI cadres were held. with students and lectureıs drawn from all three
parıies.

It was deçided ro hold a furtherjoint meeting ofthe three Ccs to study united
action in ıhe l979 genera| elecıion.

RevoIutionary and democratic circ|es responded favourably to the De-
claration of Unity. This is natural, for the left forces had been looking forward
to a break-ıhrough, or at least to agreement on united action, without which
there is no solving ıhe counlry's difficult social, political and economic problems.
These steps towards unity are needed to end the crisis on an anli-monopoly, anti-
imperialist and democratic basis, in contrast to a Soluıion aİ ıhe working
people's expense and in favour of state-monopoly capitalism, which the ruling
bourgeoisie is so anxious to impose. They are also needed to stave off the
dangerous situation that could arise in an acute internal crisis caused by the
present government's inabiliıy to cope with the towering problems ofdeclining
national incom€ and mounting unemployment.

Speaking of the outlook for a mass working-class party, Arnoldo Martinex
Verdugo stressed in his report to the ı8th Party congress that the purpose ofthe
historic efforts made by the Party leadership and rank and file over the past 50
years had been to create an organisation combining scientific socialism with the
working-class movemenl. This task is carried out in each period according to the
given situation.o It is now possible to found a big revolutionary party of the
working class. This is a result, not only ofdirect eforts by the MCP, but also of
the contribution of otheI §ocialist parties and organisations,7 and of ıhe very
development of the revolutionary movement. It is the duty of Communisıs and
of all who realise this to find proper solutions and "found a party that would
raise the working class to a leading position and would be able to lead it into
action to destroy capitalism and build a society without exploiters and ex-
p|oited".8

The report said lhat there is a substantial area of coincidence beıween the
views of the communisİs and ıhos€ of other fighters for socialism from parties
and trends thaı have not yet taken the road of unification, namely, the Mexican
Party of Working People, ıhe Democratic Trend of the Amalgamated Union of
Electrical Engineers, whose leaders represent one political currenı, the Marxist
inıellectuaıs who pubIish the journal Esıı,aıegia and Puıııo Criıİco, as well as
views ofnumerous noted public leaders, cultural figures and politicans, who are
motivated by socialist ideas and contritıute to left unity.

Expressing the same idea, the joint meeting stated: "Our tasks in achieving
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unity and our effort for organisational integration do not exclude unity ofaction
with ıhe Mexican Party of Working People or the Democratic Trend. on the
contrary, we propose to per§cvere in this work, and we leave the door open for
discussing with them steps towards organisational unity or other forms of unity
in which each organisation would preserve its structure and independence.

"We must also seek joint action with other lefı-wing orgCnisations and
democratic trends and leaders ı,ith whom our co_operaıoon ıs still limited. The
time has come to forge united action by all supporters of socialism."9

ln line with the agreed clauses of the Declaration of Unity, the three parties
are now concenırating on the following:

firsr, the struggle against the economic crisis, for a democratic way out.
The economic siıuation continues to deteriorate, though the goverment

ıegards the decline in the trade and payınents deficit (a result of reduced import
of plant) as a gain. Economic deierioration is exemplified by the growth of full
and partial unemployment throughout l977 (over 1.5 million unemployed and
about eight million partIy unemployed); the use of only 60 per cent of available
capacities, with the resulı that the national product increased by only 2.9 per
cent, l€ss then the year's 3.4 p€r cent Population growthi the fact that between
January and August l977 the standard of living dec|ined by 20 per cent (apart
from the consequences ofthe devaluation of the peso): an increase in the number
of ruined small and medium businesses and of a much lafger number of
handicraftsmen and small proprietors. I

Thejoint me€ıin8 pointed out ıhat responsibility for this state ofaffairs rests
entireIy with the govemmenı. AlI eapitalist countries, it said, were going through
economic upheavals, "but lhe gov€rnment alone is responsible for an economic
policy that puts the consequences of the crisis on ıhe working people while
stimulating the growth of big profits and making lhe country still more
subscrvient to US imperialism."l 0 The people must not reconcile themselves to
the crisis and its consequences, speakers at the meeting said, for these are nol a
result of the operaıion of irresistible blind forces. The crisis can be cuı short by
fighting for ecbnomic, social and political change. The three'parties sıre§s thaİ
"the task today is to achieve ıhe unity of all grouPs afected by the crisis and
ov€rcome whaı is still disconnected action; to strive to bring opinions closer
togeıher and give them a common expression in anti-monopoly and anti-
imperialist national lrends." ı l

There aıe now such favourable deve|opments in the mass struggle as
demonstrations. rallies and strikes for higher wages and more trade-union
democracy. They suggest the likelihood of an early upsurge in trade union
struggles. Hence, left unity of action in mass organisations is parlicularly
important for fostering class consciousness, raising the movement's organi-
sational standards, and achieving closer unity and effectiveness of ıhe de-
mocratic strata. It is becoming increasingly obvious that "the movement will not
bcnefiı by each party maintaining a sphere of influence of its own."l2 The
proposal of ıhe MP. RSP and MCP to evolve common tactics in the mass
organisations and hold joint me€tings of trade unionists, p€asants, teachers,
young people and women is particularly relevanı. The projected national
assembly in defence of Mexican Workers in the United sıaıes (both those who
have entry pap€rs and those who have not) will be an important event and will
rcpresent all the forces prepared to uphold a common cause.

§econd. the three parıies call for real and comprehensive political reform.
The unity parties believe a favourable though limited process ofconstitutional

reforms has bcgun, affecting primarily political organisalions, election cam-
paigns, and composition of the Chamber of Deputies.lj lt is obvious lhat this
was made possible by the progress ofthe democratic movement, the strengthen-
ü
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iı_üg of the positions of the lcft and].he upsurge in the mass strugglc. Howcvcr,
there i§ no_qu€stion that this fact reflects fo a İlegree the gore-mEİt'. intcre.t iİ
updaling the system of political relations in socİelv.

The poJi_tical reform has the following positive İspecıs: it stresses the nccd ıogrant all Mexicans,the right to orgaıise-iİı political 'parties and İo guarantee atİpartıes access to the mass media; it .gives constitutional form tdthe partics.
organised participation in national politics and.recognises them as organİJİionİ
repr,eş9l1inc th€ public interest; it amends parliame-ntary electoral pİncipıes'Üy
establıshlng a dehnite system of proportional representation. Lastl!, the icforri
ıntroduces 3^new^el€ment-proportional repreİentation in municİpal districtswillı oy9r 300.000 inhabitants. and r€ferendums in Mexico City, wheie tııi
auıhorities are not elected but appoint€d by the President of the Rcpublic.
., At the same time. the parties wiiich.signed the Declaratlon oİÜnİİf poİnİea to
the shortcomings_and Iimitations of üe.elecıora| reform. It perpetuitÖs govern-
ment conıro| of elections ıhrough a Federal electoral comrrİission on wÜch lhe
govemment _has a guaranteed majority. The reform does not remove thepossibility of abuses, such as riggİng the.votes register, re-carvin' ;İ*İo;
districts..bias in counting tht v6İes -or misinformi-ng tne puUİic on e|ection
reıurns. lt resıncts the ıntroductıon of.pİoportionaI repres€ntation through a
series of reservations directed against tlie lift parıies and com|iicaıes eıection
reglsıratlon ot new partles.

The electoral reform is only part of the democratic political reform which theMCP and other left forces ari: hghting a"r. İh;r;;;,İJ;;, İh;;;İ;.., that if thepolitical_reforın is to be compleıö anaiemocrjiic'iİ'muJ;;;İ;'İ;İİ; };İİ";;;
provlsIons:

-_an amnesty for all political prisoners. all who are being held pending trial.
and all.persecuted or exiled on poliıical grounds. This wÖuld heİp towİrds apolitIal situation in which dissenters wou-ld not Ue threatenİd;İth a;r*a;;J
social conflicts would no longer be seıtled by force, ıhrough repreİsiou '-"-

-trade union democracy, the unhampereİ right to strikğ, anj thİ abolition of
8ov€rnment ünsp€ction as delrimental ıo this right; guaranteed pcrsonal freedom
ıor the worl(lng people to choose a political organisation; ind-ependence of theıraoe unlons lrom any party;

. -1efog _of all provisions of agrarian legislation that enable th€ state tointerfere in the peasant§' affairs;
-a ban on repressive methods. torture and spying, which are used bv the

unconstiıutional Federal Securiıy Directorate and 6thğİ p"lic. U.Oi*;İn İİa İ,]
the outrageous activity of the FBI.and ClA in our counİrİ; 

"İ.İİİİg ;lr. .*."a
chapıer of ıhe Federal Penal Code. which makes politiÖ oİİİnceİİunislıable;
[!!!.!nlile tnş 

9s9 of the army as an instrument of repr"ssion ana İcİtricıİng İG
ıunctron to what ls stipulated by the Constitutioni
..-full. respect for the consİiıutional right of public demonstration; the

elimination from police and traffic regulatio-ns ol all'curbİ on İİıİse ;ghaİ'
_ -.guaranteeing 

complete freedom of the press_ and consİanİ uS ty ttıepol|tlcal parı|es on-an eqrıal and permanent baiis of the mass ınedia as vehiclesol lnlormatlon and political educalion;

,r.?r.iT,*J?il*İot 
appoinıing, as is the cas€ now) government authorities in

_._|:_*:r.:_iT tF sırı]gcle for a political rl_emocratic reform, the ıhree parıies
sıress. wholly 

_epen_ds on joint efforts by Mexico.s |eft forces and aemircrati.
l nıs ls a ıa.sl( oı thc hrst ımportance requiring participaıion of the vast maioritv
91 p9,],,.u| ıorc€s, the Joint meeting pointed out. This refers, in particulİr, ı6
::lT_..1r].JPb|,. l,gu,res wİıo are membersof the government or suPport it andınose who belong to the ruling Insıitutional Revoluıionary Party oi iupport iı.
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Their co-operation can be secured only if the lelt forces are uniı,d, stroİg and'
lnnuentİaİİna if they op€rate as moİors of the class struggle, which we are

İİİİring to Olİ""t ulon! cdnstitutional lines within the framework of the.struggle
beı*İİ"n pa.ti".. "Whİt the democratic movement needs," the Declaration says.
':İ, noİİlİJİo..ution ofdivergent blocs, but unity ofthe whole Lefı on the basis

"İ "nİ""..nİ 
on kev ooliıicİl issues. Workinğ out a common platform of

Mexico's lefi in the bioadesı sense of the term is objecıively of great impo_rtance,

İtİİİİoinrn"nİ *ll stimulate th€ creation o[ a new, alternative political force in
the countrv."I a.- 

U;iİr;İ Mexico's left benents from the following objective and subjective
rr"İoİİİ increasins contradicıions b€tween the monopoly groups of the bour-
nİoiİİ.. i.p.ri"liİ. and other reactionary forces- on the one hand, and ıhe
İo.İ"İ.- odu.unt, 

"nd 
urban middle strata. as we|l a5 some sections of the petty

"J .İaOİ. bourseoisie and the democraıiç intellectuals, on the otheı, a tlend
whİch attaches in-cr€asing imporlance to major sociaI problems and challenges
ÜİİiİCİ İupit"l"t roadİ ıhti growing impact of the ixample of the socialist
;;;;;; an'd Marxism-Leninism on-largö segmenıs of society, especially_ the

workins oeoolel the failure of the ruling bourgeoisie's ı,lesarrol/lsıt 5 plans, whıch
l,*. İ.lİlı.h in a marked structural crisis: the obvious discrediıing of the

;d".l*r;aü. l'Mexican revolution", which was inculcated for years b_y the
,İ,İinn İ".""r"ro"v and even reached considerable sections of the left forces

uarŞoİl.s İ;hli(m (thes€ forces believed in the anti-imperialist, nationalist
and even Ğvolutionarv capacity of the bourgeoisie in power).
---ğrllaİnn 

a mass lvlaİxist'-Lenİnist party of [he working class will not ofcourse,
U" .uİr İ'. oİlİ."e this. the three phrties which have signed the Declaration of
Ürıİ"'rnr.İ u.t in common in the sİruggle for the inıereits of our working class

;;J'6;;;.pl. anJ gain appropriate ?perience. Fjrst of a|l, they, musı reach
nnrl 

-"r.E"İ.nt 
on 

-the r;ıain'sırategiİ and tactical issues and work out
İrnOunİ.nl"l organisational principles Tor their merger, All indications are that

"rİ-o"İt", 
t urğ 

" 
genuine desire İo achieve their gial and are op€rating in a

spiriİ of mutual undlersıanding and concord.
|Thc MPP ws§ foundcd ov., a year ego. following ıhe split iİ (he sociali§l People' s Party (sPP),

and unites mosl of iıs .e8ional committces and mcmbcr§. lt§ G.neral s.cr.tary i5 Al.jandro Ga§con

Mc.cado. Thc RsP. which has likc*isc broken away from th. sPP. was allicd wirh thc McP in ıhc
l9?6 Pr.sidcntial €ıcctions.lt u/ascalled th. sociaıist ofganisalio. Movemejrl at ıh, tim, and is noİ,

l.d bi Robcno .raramillo Floİcs. Both parti.s arc guided by Marxism-L.ninism,
ıCıl|ed thc socislist P.oPlc's (Ma.ioriıy) Party at th€ ıime.

' 
oposi"ion. May l 4. 1971.

'ti raııido coiıınisıa ülenıe o la c sis acıual, xvıIl con8İeso Nacionaı- Mcxico ciıy, l97?.

P.69.
!E/ Dia. Dcc.mbcr l0. 1977.
65cc Et Polido comunistalienıe a la ctisis acıual. pp. 54 and 55.
?Ibid.. P.52.
.tbid.. P.56.

'E' Dio. D.ccınb.İ l0. 1977.
lolbid.
,lıbid.
,,lbid.
llAt ıh. iim. o[ thc thre.-Party Dccıarıtion. lhe chamb.. of Dtputics had tİglın 

'o 
di§cuİ§ ı

drafl la* on Polhical organisaıions and clcclion campai8ning. Not §o lon8 ago both chamtıers of
Contr".s madc a numir of amcndmcnıs ıo ıhc coİsıitution bae.ing on ıhc,lecto,al rcform-

Pİtsid.nı Jos. Lopaz Po(illo s.nı both drafts ıo con8ress.
ı.lbid.
|'Dısanottis,fi (ftofu Sp. d.sarİolloFth. Us policy da§i8ncd ıo keep dcP.ndant contrica und,r

imocrialist conlroi, Deşarrotlisn i§ bas€d on (hc thcooa§ of impcriali§ı ideoıogist§ wbo call fo,
ccJnomic chanıçs in ıh. und.rd.v.loped countrics thaı would pİovid. morc favo$rabıc condiıions
foİ the pcnctration ofmonopoıy cApilal.-fd,
4E
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6/,, k/Ae

Problems ln Setting up an
Anti,Dictatorlal Ffont ln Paraguay

ANTONIO MAIDANA
Chairman, Paraguayan Communist Party

ALEREDO ALCORTA
CC member, Paraguayan Communist Party

THE whole of lhe Paraguayan Communists' theoretical and practical activity
is now pivoled on the Yital task of forrning a broad antidictatorial front. The
events of recent years have shown very well that there is a need for the political
and organisational consolidation of all the progıessive and patriotic forces on
1he basis of one common platform.

The political isolation of the Stroessner dictatorship has been growing. The
extent to which it is isolated wi|l be seen from the attitude of the electofate to the
so-called constitutional amendment designed to enable Stroessner to be "re-
elected" for yet another term as presidenı,r and to institutionalise the tyrant's
presidency for life. And while the goveınment did ınanage to push through the
amendment by means of an elecıoral farct, boycotted by aU the recognised
opposition parties, it was in fact rejected by all the democratic and patriotic
forces in the country.

This fact is undoubtedly of great political impoftance because the consensus
among the opposition ciıcles on such a vital issue as that of power is a necessary
çondition for shaping the broad national anti-dictatorial front that our Party
advocates.'

This consensus among the opposition forces first became evid€nt in 1973,
when Stroessner signed a Treaty on the construction of the ltaipu hydropower
complex, which is extremely disadvantageous for Paraguay and under which
Brazil has become the co-owner of the Parana Rivef's tremendous encrgy
resources3 and has actual|y been given the possibility of intervention, including
armed intervention (naturally,"foı securiıy reasons") in our country's domestic
affaiıs.

The whole people was outraged by this act ofb€trayal ofthe national inter€sts.
The Treaty has become the line of demarcation between the broadest social and
political forces, on the on€ hand, and the Sıroe§sner tyranny, on the otheı. The
Treaty was opposed by the Liberal Radical Party, the main legal opposition
force, by the Communist Party, by the Febrerista and the Christian Democratic
parties,{ and the MOPOCO group which split away from the ruling Colorado
Parly. The dictatorship was condemned by students, Iawyers, economists, two
leading dailies, the Catholic Church, intellectuals holding different political
and ideological views, and also by wide sections of the Paraguayan business
community.

The most important conclusion that we Communi§t§ have drawn from these
two confrontations-over the ltaipu Treaty and the constitutional amendment

-is that the Paraguayan people have come out in a united front- And while
thjs front has not been organisationally formaliscd and is not the ıesult of an
agreed policy of the opposition palties, it does reflect a vital objective trend
towaıds joint action by various social and political circlcs which are coming to
İealise thal the Stroessner regime can be toppled only by uniting alı the anti-
dictatorial forces.
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The fact that the most divers€ forces have come out unanimously against the
dictatorship, and that their views are identical on important econoıiıic, demo-
cratic and anti-imperialisl tasks and on ıhe defence of national sovereignty is
due to the gencraİ upswing in the strugg|e of the Paraguayan people, to the
growing consciousnesİ of the masscs and an understanding lhat the Stroessner
alique is the main obstacle in th€ way ofdeep-going democratisation.

fhe experience of other countrias shows İhat the effectiveness of an anti-
dictatorial front largely depends on the capability of the working class to
exercise the leading ioli in ihe popular moyement for radical transformations
and to rally every bİoader sections Öf the population. Considering this capability
of the woiking class, Lenin wrote: "The proletariat becomes revolutionary
only insofar aİ it does not restrict itself to the narrow framework of craft
interests, only when in all matters and spheres of public life, it acts as the leader
of all the roiiing and exploited masses" (Coll. Works, Vol. 3l, p. ı94). That is
why the ParagÜayan CÖmmunists are now actiyely working to translate into
praİtice the important idea of setting up an anti-dictatorial front, re|ying.on
İhe Marxist analysis of social and polilicrl forces which constitute two opposing
camps.

The regime of oppression and exploitation, of which StroÖssnei's treasonous
and anti-national dictatorship is the political expression, enJoys extensıve
financial, political and military support from US imperialism and Brazil's
ruling circİes and, at home, from the powerful latifundist and bourgeois oli-
garclİv. The otans for "Paraguay's §tratcgic developmcnı" fIamed by the
International Monetary Fund İnd ıhe lnternational lİank for Reconslruction
and Development enviiage the country's conversion into an important aİea of
st[ategic communications and a base for mounting PunitiYe operations against
the p€ople§' liberation movement on the continent.

lİıpeİialism, US imperialism in the first place, has been reaping tremendous
profitİ from the exp|oiİation of cheap manpower and the plunder of our natural
İesources. Paraguay is one of those backward countries, of which Lenin spoke.
where "profits are usually high, for capital is scarce, the price ofland is relatively
low, wages are Iow, raw materials are cheap" (Vol. 22, p. 241).

Our cbuntryis a veritable paradise for foreign companies. |ı abook,Paraguay:
ıhe Year 2000, Henry Ceuppens, an economist of the ruling Colorado Party,
says that l2 of the l5 leading companies operating in the country are owned by
foİeign capital. The foreign monopolies control 90 per cent of the bank capital,
and 80 peı cent ofindustriaı ouıput and export.

!n the past few years, foreign companies have set up more than 200 sub-
sidiaries in the country, and over 25O are on the waiting list.5 The foreign mono-
polies enjoy exıcnsive privileg€s. In l976, the goYernmcnt iss_ued Law No. 550
Ön so-called necessary investments, under which capital, chiefly foreign capital,
is cxempıed from taxes and levies on foreign-exchange operations, and from
customs duties.0

The latifundists arc the social mainstay of the dictatorship within the country,
and their domination is attested by the distribution of land. In a statement ot
thc Dress in 1977, Alfonso Resck, leader of the Christian Democratic Palty,
emphasised that 2.6 per cent of the big landowners control 75 per c€nt of the
land area; of thc big local and foreign owners, 25 p€r cent have estates of over
100,000 hectares each, while some foreign enterprises hold over 2 million
hectares of Iand. This powerful oligarchy exerts the crucial influence in political
life and the top government echelons.

In recınt yeais, a top section has emerged within the Paraguayan bourgeoisie,
which with financial aid from imperialism has concentrated tremendous ccono,
mic power in its hands. It op€nly takes a reactionafy, anti-national stancc.
.lE
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The bourgeoisic linked with the multinational companies' operations in
foreign trade is also a part of the dictatolship's socia| base. This is a strong
gıoup of local expofters. Their expoft earnings go into the foreign bank§, that is
they go into the coffers of the big multinational magnates or are remitted to the
bank accounts of these Paraguayan billionaires.

As we have said, the forces within the anti-dicıatoria| camp are highIy diverse.
We Communists are slriving to make the working class its leading core. This is a
difficult task. The authorities have established stringent police surveillance of
the working-class movement and the trade unions,including the Paraguayan
Working People's Confederation, which is run by weIl-paid trade union bureau-
crats. The Stroessner regime's agents in the trade unions seek to prevent any
action for satisfaction of economic and democratic demands and not to a|low
the working cıass to lead the struggle ofthe other patriotic foİces foı democratic
freedoms.

It is cIear why the dictaıorship has sought by every means to keep the working
class away from any political activity or contact with democratic, patriotic and
anti-imperialist forces. The Paraguayan working people have repeatedly
demonstrated their high level of class consciousness and have gained much
valuable experience concerning the Marxist-L€ninist proPosition that the
proletariat is thc only consistent ,evolutionary class and the only leader of the
woıking peoplc as a whole. That is why the re-cstablishment of trade union
freedoms and isolation and remova| of lhe corrupt tradc union |eaders is
becoming an ever more urgent ıask.

The slogans for trade union unity and the establishment of a single working
people's lrade union centıe, which the Paraguayan Communists have always
advocated, are deeply embedded in the consciousness of the working class, and
it is also fighting today to rea|ise them. Much united militant action is taken on
the shopfloor and in some trade unions: strikes are staged for the satisfacıion of
immediate economic demands, against dismissals and arrests, against anti_
labour laws and other dictatoria| acts which invalidate ırade union rights.

In the past few years, ther€ has been a relative growth ofiodustrial production.
Several new enterprises have been built, others enlarged and ıe-equipped. The
99ryb9r of those working on the ltaipu hydropower project will soon top
20,000. The numerical growth of industlial workcrs will certainly help to
sırengthen the proletariat's iniuence on the country's political and social life.

The shaping and gradual development of Paraguay's agıicultural proletariat
resulting from the development of capitalist relations in the countryside, and
from the emergence of numerous large-scale agricultural enterprises also
helP to strengthen the positions of the working class in society.

Of course, the groMh of the proletariat's consciousness crucially depends on
its ideological and poliıiqal enlightenment and clarification of its role and
strategic goals, that is, on the activity which the vanguard of the workilrg class,
the Paraguayan comrnunist Pany, has to carry on. The PCP has been working
to strengthen its ties ı iİh the working people, especiatly at the large-scale
enterprises, and to set up action committees for higher wages and satisfacüon
ofother demands. Ttıe Comınunists caıry to the masses the doctrine of Marxism-
Leninism, seek ıo make the trade unions class-oriented organisations once again,
expose 8overnment and police agents among trade unionists and explain why
the working-class movement must be united.

Guided by Lenin's doctrine, the Paraguayan Communist Party seeks to
coınbine underground activity with legal forms ofwork.

The peasantry is the chief ally of the working class. It has been rising ever
morc resolutely to struggle against the latifundists and for land. ln the recent
period, the govcrnment has repeatedly sent punitive expcditions to §uppress
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peasant action and to drive rural working people olT the land they had taken
over from the lando\ ne.s. Today, at least 150,000 poor peasants tilll and
"illegalIy".

The sharpening of the agrarian crisis and the Communist Party's ideological
and political work among the peasants help them to escape the influencc of the
landowner and bourgeois parties. Today, the peasants are ever morc consistently
guided by lhe economic and political interests of their own class. This factor
undoubıedly has an effect on the present political situation and on the formation
ofa genuine workers' and peasanis' alliance.

Of trernendous importance, we believe, is the official stand of the Paraguayan
Church, which has firmly opposed the dictatorial regime, especial|y in view of
the ceaseless reprisals, tortures and political assassinations. The Church has
openly come out against the regime's squandering of the national wealth,
again§t the Itaipu Treaty, against administrative corruption and the supPression
of democratic liberties. A convincing expression of this patrioıic stand is the
boycott by the head of the Pafaguayan Church of the State Council and his
refusal ıo aıtend the sittings of this organ of the dictatorship.

For all it§ ideological differences ıvith the Communists, the church has
resolutely refused to take part in the anti-Communist campaigns, a§ the regime
wanted it to do. The communists sincerely respect the church's constructive
and patriotic stand, and this helps to promote mutua| understanding and joint
action in the interests of broad masses of Catholics and other fightefs of thc
anti-dictatorial camp.

Although the dictatorship has spent much money to bribe the university
leaders, most students have come out in a united front against any transfer of ıhe
national resources to imperialism and against the police reprisals, the tortures
and political assassinations. ln the recent period, the students have org4nised
mass meetings at which spokesmen for various circles voiced their opinions on
ıhe most burning politicai issues. This action culminated in a large-scale mani-
festation by the masses and by rePresentatives of various political and busines§
circle§. tts-participants came out'against the pressur€ being exerted by Brazil.
which insisted that Paraguay should adjust its electric-currcnt cycle to conform
to Brazil's standard.?

The economic crisis has also hit the urban middle sections: government
employees. the liberal professions (doctors, lawyers, etc.) and small business,
men. Through their pİofessional organisations, they have been fighting for
higher wageJand salaİies and againsİthe mounting taxes. Acting in defence of
thair interests, they have moved closer to other categories of working peop_le,

and this creaıes ıhğ conditions for agreements on join[ action in the struggle for
improving their conditions.

Öonsiderable eıperience ofjoint action by ıhe workers'trade unions and the
broad mass of bank. commercial and transport employees has alrcady been
gained. Fraternal relations have been established between working people from

'll 
ı alk§ of ıife. All of this shows that the numerous urban middle sections can

ioin the anti-dictatorial camo.' Finally. one should also'bear in mind that the dictatorship is not suppofted
by the whoıe of the Paraguayan bourgeoisie. That pan of it which could be
cİlled the national bourgeoisie has had its economic interests heavily infringed,
and is getting less and |ess profits because of ıhe privileges that have b€cn
accordeİ to İoreign capital: US, Brazilian, Wesı German. and Japanese, and
aıso to the richest locil tycoons. Many businessmen have been ruined. The
protesıs and complainıs by industrialists, merchants. owners of transport
İacilities and buildİng and insurance companies have become universal and aıe
expressed in various forrns, including exposures of the criminal acts of highly
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placed government officials. Quite obviously, this influential §ection of thc
bourgcoisie can bG drawn into üe rnovemcnt for polilical and cconoınic chanç.

_ 
Consequently, our analysis shows that the forces of the opposition, rcgard.d

objectively, have a strong cdge over the forces ofrcaction.
The Paraguayan democrats and patriots ıcalise that the dictatorship has bccn

8blc to continue in the country for oveİ two decades not onty because of suppon
froın iınperialism, but also because the opposition forces dİd not act in co;ccrt
and because_and this is the main thing_they had failcd to sct up a national
co_ordination ccntrc. That is thc main weakİcss of the anti_dictİtorial carnp
and, conscquently, the main strength of the dictatorship.

That.is why.there is a necd to formulatc a platform for the country's dcmo-
cralisation and _urgent ğconomic measuıes to ease the condition of thc psoplc.
This platform should take into account the interests of sizable sectionj of'thc
national bourgeoisic and cven some groups of landowners who are di§contcntcd
ı^,ith the dictatonhip.

Today, there is, on thc whole, complete identity of the cconomic and dcmo-
cfatic demands put forward by the Communisİs, the Radical Libcrals, üc
Febİeristas, the christian D€mocrats, MoPoco, the catholic Churctı thc
students, a sizable section of the liberal professions, industrialists, merchants
and landowners and,_of course, the working class and th. toiling peasantry,
whose alliance is dcsigncd to lay the foundation for a broad natibnal anİi-
dictatori&l coalition.

Herc are somc ofthcsc dcrnands;
Democratic lib€rties for all the pcople's p8rtics and organi§ations, without

İestrictions or excePtions ;

reIcase of all political prisoncrs ;
an cnd to the reprisals, tortures and assassinations ofpatriot§;
lifting of the state of sieç;
annulment of anti_democratic laws ;
raising ofwages;

.. an end.to the layoffs of workers ınd urgent measur$ against the high cost of
living and the shortagc ofgoods;

full re_establishınent ofthe frğe activity of the trade unions;
land and lowtost crcdits for the poor and middıe p€asants, fair priccs and

sccure marketing for their produce;
abolition and reduction of the burdensome taxes on industrialiss, merchants,

petty producers and the liberal professions;
re_negotiation of the ıtaipu Treaty,

. The. experienct of long years of struggle against the dictatorial regimcs has
been driving it home to the Paraguayans th;t the Communists are-right: in
order to win democratic liberties theri is a need to get down without dİlay to
pr_actical measures for mounting joint action by the wbrking pcople and various
other sections ofthc population on the basis oftheir comınon demands so as to
set up a naüonal anti-dictatorial froııt. The PCP believes that in cıass term§ such
a front should mainly be a front of the working class. the pe8sant§, the p€tty
bourgcoisie and the urban rniddle sections. Unğeı the presİure of sİruggİe bİ,
thtse_ forces, the front can and must involve the nationİl bourgeoisie, Ğİwecİ
which and imperialism, latifundisrn and the dictatorship theie a.e'objecüvc
contradictions. The front can also expcct support froın İ section of the lati-
fundists and ıhe big capitalists whose lntcresti-have been hurt by the dictator-
ship's econornic and repressive policy.

The task of such a national antıdictatorial front ]ı,ould b€ to cr€ate the con-
ditions for ov_erthrowin€.the military_fascist diclatorship and replacing it with a
government that would implement the democratisation programme and would
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pursue a p€aceable and independent foreign policy of international co-operation
on the basis ofmutual respect, non-interference ofstates in each other's domestic
affairs and mutual advantage.

The PCP believes that every enterprise, school, district, village, big or smal|,
should s€t up uniıy-building cİmmitİees of strugğle. At tlİe .urİ" İl.İ, tt 

" 
PCP

wants the establishment of a national co-ordİnation centre for the people's
deınocıatic struggle.

We think that the Paraguayan communists' strategic goal should b€ taken
into account. our programme says that the economic cıisis which has gripped
the country is a crisis of the old soçio-economic organisaıion based on lati-
fundism and imperialist exploitation, and that "life itself urges the ne€d that it
should be ıeplaced by another, higheI socio-economic organisation. with the
growth of the population and the deve|oPment of capitalist commodity pro-
duction, its contradictions are ever more pronounced and there is an ever
greater need for revolutionary changes and radical transformations that would
eliminate the regime of the rniIitary-police dictatorship, latifundist cxploiıation
and imperiaIist domination and plunder."

ConsequentIy. ıhis implies revolutionary changes of a dğmocratic and anti-
imperialiit character, somethin8 that would enable the country to take the non-
capitalist way with a socialist persp€ctive.

Stroessner's military-fascist clique feels that the ground is slipping away from
under it. lt has not forgotten the powerful general strike staged by the working
class in l958, which rocked the whole counıry. lt has not forgotten the revo-
lutionary political crisis of May and June l959, which forced it to dissolve even
its own ';rubber-stamp" parliament. Nor can it forget the numerous other
İevolutionary po|itical upheavals over a period of more than ıwo decades.

The dictatbrlal regime is alarmed at the people's urge for unity, That is why iı
has been making moves dcsigned to prevent the opposition lorces from uniting.
ln particular, a clause has been written into the constitution on Stroessner's
orders banning any kind of political coa|ition.

The regime hit Öut with police reprisals at the young people's potitical circles
which suğgested the establishment of a front for joinr anti-dictatorial action. lts
|eaders weİe arrested, savagely tortured and thrown into prison for several years.

With its tremendous financial resources. the Paraguayan oligarchy has
managed to create a powerful network for spying. bribing and corrupting a
g.eat number of senioİ officials, military commanders and politica|, tradc union
and vouth leaders,

Another move by the dictatorship. aimed to weaken and disorganise the anri-
dictatorial forces. i; to splil the poliİical parties of the legal opposiıion, above alI
the Liberal Radical Party, which operaıes throughoüt the country. lt has more
than 100,000 members, and tens of thousands of sympathiser§ and al|ies among
the liberal, commercial and industrial bourgeoisie, including some sections of
the landowners. Its progressive members have repeatedly addressed Par|iament
with fiery speeches agiinst the anti-national policy of ıhe dictatorship and
demanded the naıionalisation of the US REPSA monopoly. ıvhich makes a
profit ot l0 miIlion guarani a day (nearly $80.000). They demanded the abolition
of Law No. 209, wh]ch aIlows the use of repression against democrat5. They also
exposed scandatou§ deaIs, thefts and smuggling. and resolute|y rejected the
ltaipu Treaty, which they branded as surrender and ıreason.

Siroessnei's camaritla is aware thal the PCP is the most consistent fighter for
the people's vital interests. That is why it has concentrated its fire. and the whole
ofits class hatred. on the communist Party.

In November l975, Stroessner's bloodhounds managed to tıack down and
arrest Miguel Angel Soter, PCP CC secretary, and Derlis Villagra, leader of
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Paraguay's Communist Youth, who together with other patİiots were savagely
tortured and th€n disappaered without trace. Fighters loyal to the Party's cause
have been kept in the stoessner dictatorship's torture-chambers for l5 and moıe
y€ars, without investigation or trial.1

However, po|ice terorism will never break our Party's revolutionary morale,
and its unflinching loyalty to the principles of Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian internationalism in the fight against various expressions ofanti-Sovietism
and anti-communism. The dictatorship wi|l never be able to prevent the Para-
guayan Communists from working in the midst of the masses, from helping
them to organise for joint struggle, from recruiting new members for the Party,
from winning over new friends and allies and educating the people in the spirit of
solidarity with the anti-imperialist slruggle of the oıher peoples, in dcfence of
world peace, in the spirit of fraternal friendship with the Soviet Union, socialist
Cuba and ıhe oıher socialist-community countries.

ı The presidenıial "e]eclions" were held on Februa.y l2 of thi§ year.

'see, Reyna|do Marin, "The Masses will Decide lhe oulcome of ıhe Baılle", ı/MR,
December l975.l Brazil has adminislralive control of ıhe whole projecı. is lo receive ?5 per cent of the
revenues from it, and is to get all lhe elecl.ic power generated ıh€re aı a fixed price over a
period of50year§,

' The Revoluıiona.y Febrelista Parıy represenıs ıhe inleresls of some u.ban middle s€cıions,
ofhcers and national bourgeoisie. The chrisıian_Dcmocraıic Parly expİe§ses ıhose of ıhe
petıy-bourgeois section§ of ıown and counıry.-rl

ğ l n l976, ıfıe Anchuız corporation of ı he Uniıed sıaıe§ received 40 çr ctnı of Paraguayan
ıerrilory ıo prospecı and work mineral deposits, under a 2o-year concession, with a subsequent
opıion toexıend iı to 50years and over.

' !l has been esıimaled ıhaı every dollar invesıed by Us monopolies in our country yields a
profiı of 6ve dollars.

' The movemenı in protesı again§ı chan8ing ıhe elecıric_currenı cycle involved not on|y all
lhe parlics of ıhe legal and illegal opposilion bul also large circles of ıhe indu§trial and com-
meİcial bourgeoisie and lhe liberal professions and even a seclion of lhe armed forces. sıroess-
ner was forced ıo rcnege on ıha promisa which he hld given to th: clique of Brazllian generals,
so ıhat ıhe sırug8le o[ ıhe democraıic forces in ıhç country was crowned with victory. For ıhe
nazi gencral sıro€ssner ıhis was one of his heavie§t poliıical defeats.

* The aulhors of ıhis arıicle and cc cPP member Julio Rojas were kepı in prison for 19
years. and were relcased in !977 under pre55ure from inıernalional opinion. fd

The Way Out of the Economic
Grişis

Bo HAMMAR
Board Executive Committee member, Left Party-Communists of Sweden

T^HE 1976 general_e|ection in Sweden tırought the bourgeois parties to poıver
after an jnterval of M years. This was largeğ due to the-fact tİıat this tiıİıe tnİLeft Party-communists of Sweden (LPt1- was unable to compensate, as it
had done after the l970 and l973 e|ections, lor the reduced nurnber of seats
won by the Social-Democrats. This time the LPC itself lost two seats and was
represented in th€ Riksdag by only t7 deputies.

During the eleçtion campaign the bÖurgeois parties promised to cr€at€
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ı100,000 ncw jobs, to halt the price spiral, lowcr taxe§ and put tfuou8h social
reforms. But thciı promises amounted to nothing because thc victory of üese
parties coincided with a sharp aggravation of Swcden's economic diffrculties,
For thc first time sinc€ the "great depression" of the l930s Sweden feıt tho real
bite of tbe crisis of capitalisın.

La§t year the industrial Production index fell for th€ third time in succession
with a corresponding shrinkıge of the GNP. Every yeır the nuınber of people
employcd in industry is reduced by ,l0,00G50,000. Inflation is soaring. (In the
sixties annual price rises averaged 4 per cent; in the first half of the seventies,
thc avcrage rose to nearly 8 per cent; more recıntly it was l0 p€r cent, and in
l97? it came nea, to the 15 peı cent mark.)

There has been a simultaneous and palpable rise in unemployment. Admittodty
this is not always reflected in statistics because there aIe many ways of hiding
it. For example, the deterioration in tbe labour market has forced about
100,000 people into premature retirement. Today evön young people are
rcceiving benefits, having been unable to find \york on completing their studies.
The more than 100,000 people att€nding ı,raining schools set up by ernployment
ıgencies are not officially counted as uncmployed. About 60,000 people are
engaged in "public" works, in records offices, and in jobs created for the
partially di§abled, All this allows us to conclud€ that obvious and concealed
unernployınent accounted for about 325,000 people in 1967, rose to 425,000 in
1972 and crossed the half million mark in l977. Many observers siıy the c€iling
has not yet been reached.

These data show the scope and depth of the crisis that has gripped all the
key branches of the Swedish economy. A shadow hangs over ship-building, an
industry whcre Sweden was fecently a world leader. The iron-ore and steel
industrie§ are also faced with acute problems. Lumbering and some branches
of enğneering are hit.

The illusion of Sweden as a stable and crisis-free welfare statğ is crumbling
as the crisis deepens. In 1977, for the first time in ınany yeaıs, real wages
actually fell. A further decline in living standards is forecast for the current
year. The bourgeois government and the employers are doing their be§t to
shift the burden of the crisis on to the shoulders of the working people. "This
is probably the biggest thfeat to improved living standards since the thirties,"
reported the Market Advisory Council.

The range and coınplexity of the tasks facing Swedish Communists in this
new and serious situation can easily be imagined. The Party has had to work
out a realistic alternative to the policy of the present government. §uch an
antıcapitalist programme ıvas drafted and published by the Board of the LPc
during the preparations for its 251h congress, held at the beginning of this
year. It was discussed by aI| Party organisations and in the Party press, and
after a debate was approved by the congress.

our programme gives high priority to the task of defeating the bourgeois
parties at the parliamentary elections to be held in 1979. This, it says, can be
achieved only by united action on the paft of all contingents of ıhe working-
class ınoveınint. But the crisis cannot be overcome merely by returning to the
line followed by Olof Palme's Social-Democratic goveınment. The new govern-
ment must be 

'iYotcd 

on the working-class movement and must pursue a policy
,ııhich will be ihe first step towards liquidating the power of big capitat. such
a policy can become a reality only if the Communists con§olidate their positions.

The prograınrne approved by the LPc's 25th Congress defines immediate
tasks as well as long-term goals. Raising the workers' living standards and
doing away with unernployment are problems that haYe to be solved at once.
Key task§ are to freeze prices of all essential goods and also rents, to pursue a
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te pü", I t,ı t""»L:,n-*\* ), 7i-*"-^ ?I
It was also revealing that üe ıole of üe CommÜnist'Partv ırew as t 

"revolutionary situation and üe struggte for çnwer develooed. -
wc c-ommuni§ts take selfüritical stock o} both üc aö}ievements and üe

shortcomings of üe revolutionary proce§s
which is a prerequisite of
victory.

in.Ç'Iıile so as to learn iıs lesson§.
yesterday's defeat ınto tomorrow'ssforming

| *4 wMR, January, Febru.ry
2 orlando Millas, "[a clase ob eı el Gobiemo Popıılat". Cuadernillo de

ay and June 1977

Pıolngando, No. 4, pp. 14-15.
3 BoleıiL inlormativo det c Cenı deı Pa ido comunisla de Chile.bntiago-

chite, 1972, Botetin No. 8,
.Ibid., p. 33,
5 Desde Chile comuaiİıoİ! Ediçiones coıo4olo, 1976, p. l45

A Weapon ln the
IDemocracy and

TOMAS TRAVNİCf,X
CC member, CP Czechoslovakia, and Deputy Chairman, Czechoslovak

National Front

AS our experienct in Czechoslovakia has clcarly dcmonslrated, co-op€ralion of
Communists with other revoluıionary and democratic foİces in a
united-popular or national-front plays an €xtrcmeIy imporıant role in the
fı8ht for working-class powcr and in the building of sjcialiİm.

Thc idea of a Uniıed Front was first advanced by Lenin. His anaIysis of thc
Russian revolutions, of the development of the İabour movemenİ in other
countries after the Fint world war led him to conclude ıhat unitv ofalI the anti-
imperialist, democratic, progressive forces, their organisations and parties in the
fight for democratic and revolutionary change was of vital impoÖnce for the
Communists. Iı would be wrong and dangeİous, he wrote. to believe.that a
revolution can be made by revolutionaries alone.... without an alliance with
non-communist§ in the most diverse spheres ofactivity there can be no question
of any successful communi§t construction'' (Coll- İlorks, Vol. §, b. 227).
Lenin's united front concept has b€en tested in differing hisıorical and naıionaı
conditions.

This anicle will deal with the rise and growth of the National Front in
Czechoslovakia, particularly its role in the stİıggle of the working class and all
the working peoplc generally againsı social and lolitical oppresi6n in the prc-
war years, in the resistanct movement to the nazİ occupation, in the democratic
and subsequcnt §ocialist §tage of the revolution. And one of tiıe mo§ı imponanı
lcssons of our experience is thaı the very formation ofthe National Fronİ and ils
conversion inlo a weapon of consistent democratic and subsequently socialist
transformations, is possible onlygiven the leading role ofthe Communist Party

Stıuggle for
§ociallsm
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operating in alliance with paıies and public organisations rcPresenıing the
country'İ d€mocratic and revolutionary forces. In other words, the poticy of ,
united acıion of Communist and other parties of the |abouring people within
such a front, can be succcssful, as we have seen, only ifthe Communist Party is
the initiator of a resolute struggıe 'from the top" and 'Trom the bottom" which
Ieads to the isolation of thc more reactionary leaders and elements in the allied
parties; only if the Communist Pany objectively becomes the leadingforoe ofthe
İ$ational Fİont by virtue ofitsdetermined championship ofdemocracy, without,
however, shedding its revolutionary-socialist aims and persistently working for
their implemenlation; only if it is capable of correctly assessing the situation,
pursuinğ a correct policy thaı accords with the interests of the working people,

ind mobiıising them to support and carry out this policy; only if the Party is

capable of maintaining and strengthening its leading role, despite all attemptsto
divert it to reformist or Leftist posilions or dilute it in broad electoral blocs, etc.

tt has to be said that in the early thirties difference arose in ıhe Party over the

nature and purpose of the populal front. There was, on the one hand,
unprincipled right opportunist advocacy of co-operaıion with certain reformist
anİ bouİgeois parties and, on the other, left opportunist rejcction ofany alliance
rıith non-Communist groups as betrayal of the revolution.

The impacl of the fascist take-over in Germany, the Seventh Comintern
Congress İecisions and the Party's mass political work combined ıo produce
favoİrable preconditions for united action of the working class and other
democratic and progressive forces. The desire for such unity was especially
strong when bouİgeois{emocratic Czechoslovakia wa§ faced with the very real

dangJr of |osing iİs national independence. However, in lhose days we did nol
succeed in creating a populaf front, let alone a popular-front government,

Why? The main reason, the Communisl Pady declared, waslhe betrayal by
the bourgeoisie which, like Czechoslovakia's capitalist alües, did not hesitate to

sacrifice İhe indcpendence of the Repubtic in furtherane ofiıs owıı egoistic class

interests. Responsibility also rests wİth thosc leaden of parties andorganisations
(composed mainly of'industrial ıyorkers and other sections of the working
peopİe; wlıo opp-osed unity of the working class and thereby weakened its
political posiıions.' tn other words, though bourgeois Czechoslovakia was a classical example of
the Dluralisıic political organisation of capiıalist §ociety (which now, a§ then, is

t.İj ,p by 
"ntİ-V"rxist 

aa the only real and broad democracy), itr asunableto
oİ"r.nt tLi. national tragedy. The pluralist §yslem of the Czechoslovakia of
İhose days, being a form bf bourgeois govemment, deprived the working clas§

and other'sectiJns of the labouring people of any opportunity actively to

İnfluence home and foreign policy, foİ by its very nature the system expressed

and uphelo the interests oi only one ofthe basic antagonisıs ofbourgeois §ociety,

the interests of capital. ln those tragic days for the Czech and Slovak peoples

decisions *... rnİde not by lhe masses, but by those who manipulated the

oİuralistic svstem, the big bourgeoisie. The opinion of the opposition-whose
İİirt.n". 

"nd 
.ights ıhe bourgeois and reformist advocates of pluralism consider

tlrİ r".y..."n".-ordemocracy--was wholly disrega_rded. And this,hspite the fact

İlat İt opposllion represented the majoriy of the Czechoslovlk population, ı
İtoİ rltl,rtİİOi"g ull thİ efforts of the Communist Party and the Soviet Union's
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offer of assistance, this policy was pursued right up to the Munich sell-out, with
, it§ resultant dismemberment and occupation of ahe country and the threat of

mass annihilation of the Czech and Slovak peoples.
ln this siıuation, ıhe only organised force that waged an active and pcrsistent

. struggle was the Communisı Party. lts policy, worked out by the Party
leadership and personally by Klement Cottwald, led to the founddtion of thİ
widely represcntative National Front (NF). lts aim was to oust lhe nazi invad€r,
re-establish the independence and sovereignty of Czechoslovakia, extend the
people's democratic right§-in short, work for the victory of the national-
democratic revolution. At every slage of its courageous struggle the Communist
Party emphasised the decisive iole of the working class, neve;forgetting that the
national and democratic revolution would be ıhe prelude to socialist reiolution.
Even during the nazi occuption, underground NationaI Committees ıfere
established throughout the country, composed of representatives of all the
patriotic forces-workers, peasanls, intellectuals, even represenlatives of the
anti-fascist bourgeoisie.

_ 
This concept of the National Front was fullyjustified by subsequent events. At

this crucial period for our peoples, the ideological and political-position of the
working class and its Marxisı-Lcninist vanguard, the role and weight of the
Communisı Pany, its mass influence wa§ the decisive facıor in the fıghİ for social
progress, And the Communist Party formed closer ties wilh lhe masscs, gave
ıhem leadership, took account of their views, set goals that were understood by
ıhe p€ople and accorded with theiİ needs. The Communisıs explained to thi
peopIe that only altiance with the USSR could defeat nazism, libeıate our
country and ensure its freedom and sovereğnty. The communists were in the
front ranks in the fight for freedom and made the greatest sacrifices. This won the
Party the trusı of the masses, enabling it to exert a decisive influence also after
Czechoslovakia's liberation by the Soviet Army.

Beginning with May l945, the Communist Party directed ıhe effort to ori€nt
Czechoslovak foreign policy on alliance and co_operation with the USSR. ln
home policy, our Party advocated consummation of the national{cmocratic
revolution, i.e. nationalisation, agrarian reform, making the National Com-
m_ittces the organs ofpopular rule and administration, the drafting, and approval
of a new Constitution, punishment ofcollaborationists and war cİimina|s.'Thesc
task§ were carried out in the hard-fought battles of 1945{8, with the Pany
consislently pur§uing its policy within the National Front and itsgovernment. In
this period, too, the communist Pany was the most consistenı irotecıor ofthc
working people's vital interests, and it was not by chance that it obtained the
highest voıe in lhe l9z16 elections to the Constituant Nationa| Assemblv-

The record of the class struggle in the 20th century shows that in everyİrucial
conflict the bourgeoisie does not hesitate to use every availab|e means to prevent
the working class from capturing powerı prevenı ıhe advance of the socialist
revolution. That tactic was used in Czechoslovakia too. ln Februarv l94,8 the
reactionary ministers deliberately resigned from the National Front gÖvernment
as part of a counter-revolutionary plot. It was foi|ed because the Communisı
Pany vigilantly watched over the revolutionary gains of lhe people, was in close: touch with them and was constantly §ırengthening its- al|İance with the
democratic and pro-socialist forces in the non-Communist panie§, the
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rcvolutionary lradc unions and thc pcasants' commissions supcrvising thc
agrarian rcform. Thc Communist poücy was in th€ intcrcsls ofthe workingclass ı
aid atl working pcopl., and millions respondcd to its call to defcnd thc
ıevolution. Reıction suffeıçd a crushing dcfeat.

Thç cvcnts of l9ıı8 rcaffirmcd ancrv the t ninist proposition that thc transiıion -

to socialism through a nalionat, popular front can be accomplishcd, depending
on thc concretc situation, through a one-party or multi-party system. Bringing
non{ommunist parties that support thc aims of thc rcvolution to sharç in
runnin8 thc couniry docs not contradict thc intcİr§ts of socialism. what does

cont.aJict thcm is pa*sivity ıoward§ the aaivitics of anti.socialist partie§ ınd
groups. Our expcriİncc made it plain that thc lcading rolc of thc Communist
Farty in socialiİt transformations lies precisely in canying out a policy that
accords with the intcrc§ts of thc masscs. And it has to be carricd out by
prolctarian dictator§hiP ıo overcome r€§istance by the opponenls of socialism, at
İhe samc time relying on the support of the broadcst, including non{ommunist,
progressive forccs that subscribe to thc programme of tbe National Front, now
purgcd of rcactionary clcments.' Tlc coming to powcr of thc working class opened the road to socialism in
Czcchoslovakia. And it was at this stage that the role ofthe National Ffont was

fully discloscd as a major instrumcnt of socialist transformations by rallying the_

maİscs around a programme for building thc new socicty underthc leadcrship of
th€ communist P;rtr. TheNational Front promoted theactivity and initiative of
thc working pcoplc in every arca of sociaıist construction. ıt wa§ instrumental
also in ccmİnİinj thc bond Le$ecn thc Communist Party and thc masscsand in
improving co.opcration with ıh€ non{ommunist parties and mass

organisalions.-At thc same timc, however, negative factors werc exerting an increasing
influencc within the Party and in soiiety, and this brought about the 1968 crisis
situation, which affected also the National Fronı.

The Sİatcment, Lessons of the Crisis Development in thc Party and Society

after the l3th Party Congrcss, noted that long beforc I966 thc lcading rolc ofthc
Party was being wiakcned and its alliance and ties with thc masses undcrmined,
Nalurally, lhe İork ofthc National Front became mor€ and more formaland its

tonstitu;;t organisations wcre graduaı|y losing si8ht ofthe tasks and aims ofour
socicty, from 

-which they were becoming increasingly isolated. This was onc of
İhe causcs of the l9686ğ crisis situation. And iı is highly significant that th€ anti-
*o"iaııst for"c., .upporıed by the right-wing opportunists and revi§ioni§ts within
the Party and in sojiety, cenİred their attacks on thc underlying principles ofthe
Nationai Fronı, especially the leading role ofthe communist Party. Thcy tried.to

rcvive the Social-Öemocİatic Parly (which in l948 had voluntarily merged wilh
the communist§) in order to desıroy the poliıical unity of the working class as

symbolised by the Communist Party, and cast the Social-Democrats in the role

o1oonosition to the Communist Party. There were frenzied attacks on the Soviet
Üni;;, their purpose being to disrupİ Czechoslovakia's fraıerna l friendship with_

it and otheİ members oJ the soİialist community. The very principlcs of
proIetarian internationalism, of solidarity with the forces working for pcace,

İreedom, indcpendence, democracy and social progıess, were questioned, '
The right opportunists and revisionists, who bcforc l968 had played down the
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importance of the National Front, wer€ now trying to convcrt it into an
instrumcnt of reviving the old, prc-Fcbruary, even pİe_Üunich, politicalsystcm.
And to do that, they took mcasures to weakcn the elective and othcr bodie§ of
state power, undermine the mass organisations, split the trade unions, the youth
movement, etc. Behind this "heightened interest'' in the National Front was a
plan ıo deprive it of its role a§ the vehicle of the moral and poıiticai.lınity of
Czechoslovak society, as the symbol and embodimcnt ofthe aİliance ofclasscs,
panies and organisations working for socialism under communist |eadership.

The principled sland of the Marxist-Lcninist forces wilhin the Party and'in
society, and internationali§t assistance enabled us to cop€ with the crisis
situations. The policy worked out and consi§tenıIy operatei by the new Party
leadership headed by Gustav Husak made it possiblc 

'to 
consolidıtİ

Czecioslovak society, ret§tablish all the §ocialist gainİ ofour peoplc, including
the Gottwald, socialist principles of the National Front.

.The Czechoslovak working class and working people know from experiencc
what is the meaning of pluralist organisation ofbourgeois rule and whit aim is
served_ by the slogan of pluralism when it is puı forward by the spokesmcn of
capital, opponenıs of ıhe socialist system, and advocates-of petty-bourgeois
sponıaıeity. .This experience was gained during the years oi thi bourğeois
republic, in the politica| battles ofFebruary 1948, in ıhe crisis situalion of t-968-
69. lt demonstrated that at any sharp turn ofclass, political §tru8gle the pluralism
advocaled by the bourgeoisie either in conditions of ils rule orlİ attempts lo rc_
eJtabli§h it, invariably proves to b€ a suitable cover for anti_natio;al, anli-
democraıic_ and, certainIy, antisocialist actions. That was why our peoplc
categorically rejected both the practice and concepı§ of pıuriıism in thiir
bourgeois and reformist varicties.

. We considcr this practice and th.s€ concepts inacccptable precisely becausc of
their content which is inimical to the inıeresİs of the working class. of socialism.
But, as noted above, we do not reject out of hand a .İltlparty system, a
comparison ofviews, etc., in a socia|ist society. on the contrary,'we ielyon themin our .national system of political leade rship of the Öuntry. 

- 
But thc

Czechoslovak_. working people r€ject all pluraliİl models lhat alİow ..equal
opportunities" for forces opposed to socialism. That is why ıhe clamorous
propaganda campaign in the capitalist West abouı alleged vioİation of..human
ri8hts" in Czechosiovakia has found no support whatever in our socioty, for ıhe
obvious purpose of thaı campaign'is to b'ğlise anti_socialist activiıy.
. Under soci_alism huma_n rights are something very real and noİ merely a
lormaiity. A nd human rights are guaranteed by prblic;wne§hip ofthe meani ofproduction, which precludes exploitation and social inequality. They are
guaranteed also by_the friendly relations betrveen classes andİociaİ groupİ, alI-
round perfcction of the political system and unin(errupted expansion ofsocialist
democracy_to give the working people a fuller and more activJ shaıc in managing
industry,_ thc §tate, society as a whole. Genuine, socialist democracy isİoİ
measured.by the number ofparties, nor by the'.right to oppose.'a sociaj syslcm
supponed by the v_ast majority of the people. fhere is-no opposition in the
polltlcal structure ofsocialist society, and not beca use the communists are afraid
of it, but simply bccause there i§ no place for it, for the .ociaİ- basis ofan
opposition disappcan with the disappearancc ofthe exploiting classes. As forthe
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specific intğresıs ofthe various social groups| they ar€ realised through ıhe trade

unions, the co-operativeı youth organisations, scientific, creative and other
societies, which are an organic pan of the socialist political system.

The National Front has now fully re-established its role and functions. This is
how the lsth communist Party Congress defined its functions in the light ofthe
experience of recent years: "The National Front is the political embodiment of
thi class atliance of workers, peasants and inteılectuals, ofall the people, ofthe
internationalist community of our nations and nationalities. ın future, too, we

shall regard the National Front as a tried and te§ted eIement of our political
system. With its network of participating organisations, it provides ample scope
foı our people's varied intere§ts, activities and initiatives, their participation in
the adminisiration of public affairs, at ıhe same time concerting their efforts in
building socialism. Through its political parties and other organisations, the

Nationİl Front enables every cilizen to erercise his political rights and freedom,

Iı offers a broad programmİ of socialist democracy which we shall expand and

develop.
"This programme, which fuIty reflects the leading role oftheworking class and

ıhe vanğuar-<t role of the communist Party in our society, is İhe basis of the

activity;nd development of the entire system of repre§entative organs-the
National Committeİs, National Councils and the Federal Assembly-and of the

executive agencies of the socialist state."
errO so, İne National Front, as it has evolved over the years, is a cardinal

element oİ the socialist political system. representing, at one and the same time,

an organisation, a progra... and a movement.t Organising public
oarticiJation in buildins developed socialist society and fulfilling the five-year
lİ"n lj an imDortant as-pect of İhe activity of all iı§ organisations, This finds

İonc.ete e*pression in tİıe socialist work teams, which includc members of all
NationaI Fronı organisations.'enoİlr., 

i.po.Ğnt National Front function is socialist education, which

implies cultivating a new attitude to one's work, sociali§t patriotism and

prÖleıarian internationalism and a new moral outlook.

The National Front is now concentrating on bringing more people int_o the

"o.L' 
oİ ror.Jıing and operating nationaİpolicy, managing the affairs ofstate

".jl*İİv, 
,"J J.İtrolllnİ rulllİ"nt-in siıort, ihe things that go into socialist

;;;;;;;";. This is done i-n many different ways and forms. but.the essential

İ*İlİ* 
"İİt 

i, İ.p""t of National Front activiıy, one that is expressive ofits c|ass

;;;"İJ;,;İİ;İ;lİ the people, all memben of National Front organisaıion§,

İ"".l 
""İı.İ-"rirİ 

pa.t in lramlng policy aı all levels, from their placc of work to

national government."-it 
. N"iion"ı n.ont i§ consulted on all decisions ofthe Federal and Republican

,orİ.nın.nt. ,.l"tlng to the work of public organisations, As a rule, the question

İ.";;; ;l;;.*d"Şi,h İl,. appropriaıe Nitional Front bodies or public

;;;;i;r;;;;. 
-İ", 

instance, poii.y sıatemenıs by the Federal Government and

;İ:;;;;;;;;;;.;İİİİ. * .i,prUil"r, the Czech and the Slovak, were discussed

;; a; r.ı;*.;İ aİonİ Ueror.'U.ing submitıe d to Parliament, And sinct the se

,'.ıı'"" .ü.,i,.ii, ,l,.r. rrııv in re.i'ing with the po|itical line of the Communist
"P^"rİ.İ]a:İİ. lİ"İlon"l nİo'nı una 

"""o-rded 
withihe interests of the people, t hey

*..J."l"İrİO "nd.rpport.d 
by atl the National Front organisaıions,

68

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI




