i

st 8

M

|

BXGHANGE_OF_VIZWS, DISQUSSTON

e R T R PN R e o Ty p e e ML
S SREOZasas= ms =

Suamsry cf a . Theoretigal Symposium

THE JATIOWALITIZS QUESTION IN ASIAN AND APRICAN COUNTRIZS

A cymposium on the state of itMefnuilonalities question
in Asie and Africa hss been held ufider the suspices of the

WR Commission on Problemns) of th€ Naitional Liberatiiocn love-
ment in Asian and African Coungries, Ailtended Yy represen-
favives of communist parviespof many Asian and African
countries end alsc by scientists from the USSR, the GDR,
and Iran, the symposium gomsidered malnly aspecis of the
question that scquiwed significance afier independence was
won by former colomieg, Vin this context the parvicipenis
axamined new processes jhai have specific feawures of

their own, peying clede aittention o the general methodclo=-
gical epproach to\and the Leninist formulation of the na-
4icnslitias questdon, and considering the related spocirum
of issues throdgh) the prism of the extensive experience

of national cbneiruction in the USSR, which recenily

morked its 60th enniversary.  The following is o suamary
of the winutés of the symposiume.

goncreie Historigsl Approach

Bmohotis was placed on the importance of the concrete
histoffical approach in analysing “she present state of the

nationalities question ip Asian and African countriess The
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historical situstion of the national movements and anfgccount
of %the actual state of the question under considera®pn make iv
possible %o understand this quesiion's general and ébecific
eatures and draw some parallels between the past and the

preseni, Many of the speakers dweli on the xgo%s of presenv-
doy issues in the nationalities question ing bhe former colonia
world, the sccial base of netional movenengsy and the develop-
ment trends of the relations between ngfionzlities.

Speaking of the specifice of the nationalities quesition in
Africa, where only a few decades oggeelonialism was in un-
n

xirerely low level, Ahmed{SalemMSudenese Communiss arty)
singled out elements disfifdguiching the African continentts

challenged control and socigeeCondul€ development was at

4]

nresent experience frofinitsexperience of past epochs.
A% the time indepehdglice was won nations  had nov taken
shape in many African couniries om account of the primitive

living conditions, theQPFevalence of a subsistence econocny,
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anta Under thescpeonditions no nstionsl movementys ¢
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type knowvn o hig&ory could emerge. Also significant is th

}_l

fect that unlike Europe, where netionsl frontiers were dema roat-
ed naiurzllyyh ia the course of bistory, Africs provides on
examnple off héw an entire continent was Tforeibly pariiiioned by
wpericlas ™ valtures, with the result that fronviers werc estab=-
lished“@niirely at the will of the coloniaslists. Subsequenily

inhegited by ‘che new states, these frontiers proved %o bs arid-

nd other pre-capita¥iet systemss tribal struciures wars nredomine
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jcial in 2 certain sense, in many instances dividing K¥ndred
ethnic communivies.

Morcover, West Buropean experience, which beddngs 1o =
differen’ evosh, bears no resemblance to the pgesent experience
(in the contexi of +the problems we are considdr¥ng) in that the
bourgeoisic hesding the naticnal movements Qf¥the time advanced
the aim of setting up nation states in cglitrast to feudal parii-~
culerism and fragmentation. Under coldnfgl rule this question
had its own feaiures: for ithe peoples enslaved by imperizlism
the decisive as‘ecf of the siglgsls Tor self=determination was
linked - pcliiical liberaiylesl’ fromVforeign bondage. In the
contexs of Africa's experiente, %he nstional movements of the
coniinent emerged not aSggioveedts for the creation of the
independen® siatchoodfef nal®fnslities, ethnic groups, and tribes
inhabiting a definite terrilory. On the conirary, they were an
expression of the anilecd¥onial protest of a2ll or most of the
national groups, even§i® the extent of their perticipation in the
libereiicn strugglef@ii{ferecd.

The situctiof ghanges vwith ithe settlement of the national-
oolonicl guestidy) A hallmark of the development of nationallity-
ito-nationalit@peletions in African countries, as in meny other

former coledice with a myliinational population, said Apollon

Davidson, Deetor of Historical Soiences (USSR), is that the anti-

coloniz g™ base of the ty of ethnic communities objeciively

s}

weakegEyWwith the depariure of the golonialisis., In many case

a
(=

¢

we wlitltess w“he surfacing of deep—-seated resealments and di« —~"es
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that had receded in%o the background in the period of Q\eign
oppression, Tha% is vhen the effect is felt of the &pa~;:ifioa-~-
tion" of differen’ epochs—the ethnic and tribal cv.icts of
the pre=-colonial period, the consequences of ‘cheéicy 0

of
playing off local pecples against each other p ed by the
colonialisis, and the division of these peop y the frontiexrs

of ooloniel empires, Contradiciions are & sparked by the
inept or frankly chbeauvinistic policy of k\authorities in the
navionalities quesition. In some cases @f reinforces cenirifu-
gal, separaiist tendengies. Local mion and imperialism

Pl

frequently do not hesitate # by the unsetiled state of

e
the nationaliiy-io-naiionsa v:: ations inherited from the
pasta Q 0§

However, despite %ce ity of the processes cf natlional
congolidation thc ve;&ac Vthe existence of a politically
soveraign siate can objectively promote the itendency towards
nationzlity~io~naticnall W confacts, Independence, noved
Seuou Pathe Queye (Paf®iy’ of Independence and Labour of Senegal),
begins %o ploy <he ee of an objective condition for inver-
ethnic invegraiio d homogenisziion with the formation of

large naiicnal e@‘cies on the basis of tribes and ethnic

roups, Inde ence strengthens ithe state, which becomes the
instrumeniegl Centrelisation and uwnification. This is manifesied
in the ad strctive~-political sphere, in the efforts o

organi.g@onomio life and eoonomic relations beiween various
Q
paris QH couniry, and in the graviiation towards the use of »

common language. Having recourse o w2 slogan of "national



unity® or using discord between nationalities %o further

+heir own ends, the local bourgeols elasses seek to pargiy®e tae

ci

militancy of the working classes of differens ationa LGres ¢

prevent them from uniting., Nevertheless, sven the pvoUFgeoisie

(e}
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cannot ignore the operction of the latent tendency BOwards
centralisation implicit in posi-gcolonial development. Senegal
is no exceptione

At the symposium 1% was noted that Lenifids well-known
thesis of the two tendensies of the natiofdd process was of
special methodologicul significance 1O the subject under dis-
cussion. “"Developing capitalism,” Lenin wrote, "knows Two
hisiorical tendencies in the 5% ongdpquestion, The firat 18
the awakening of naticnal 14f& an@ unatlionsl movements, the
struggle against 21l natifpel oPpression, and thz creation of
nationel siates. The secind isythe development and growing
frequency of international Aavercourse in every form, the
break=down of neitional berriers, the ereation of the interna-
tioncl unisy of capitalggel eoonomic life in general, of

1

politics, science, edoe’” With this clear~cut demarcation Lenin
accentuates the objsG#Five dizlectios of cepitalist developuent,
which goes through'a aumber of historicel stsges. In our
epoch, noted Professcr Chzistisn Maeprdel, Doctor of Philosophy
(GDR), “he tvo %endencies are more interlocked than in any

earlier hig¥erical epoch, This is the result, on the one hand,

of the mulh strengthened internationalisstion of all gocial

—~— Rl

Y WI. Lenin, Gollected Works, Vol. 20, p. 27.
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processes ageinst the background of worldewide iransitign from
capitalism %o soclalism; snd, on the other, of the bagkWiriness
in the process of formation of mstions in the former CGe®lonial
zone,

If we $ske Africa, Christian Maehrdel szid, we shall find

that the dominani tenldency 1s towardes the forv@gYon and consoli-~
dabion of nations, end hence of national andfmpliinational
states. The olher tendensy--itowards the geMpralisation of
political powex=—places certain limits omgthe operaticn of
the disintegretionzl faetors rooted infthe policy of artificially
partitioning the coniinent {that)was pursued by the oolonialisis.
The character of our epoch giwes c new quality to the processes
of neticnal gonstruction: gegdisginet from the past, on the
egenda today are tasks no¥,of promoting dourgeois, capitalist
development but rather gthe c¥eation of revolutionary-democratic
stutes.

The fundamental intexests of fthe pecples inhabiting this
or thai couniry ars o ,gwbrantee the immutability of frontviers,
and this means that national processes will proceed within the
existing bopderse dJMader these conditions the leading trend in
The contexi oy nefiofzlessate constyucstion wust be seen not as
the merging oF &e ocuniPies that Bave won lidberation but the
consclidation 82 thefr spveregsn exisience with fthe simulteneocus
wnfolding of c¥leside@ ceoperation on a basis of equality.

Refdc S=uhoun (Lebonesg Jommunist Perty):

Would youNgDecifly wjprat i impliad by the tendeney towsrds centra-

lisatiomyin “he comtext of Africen reality?



Chidisiian lashrdels I spoke of this tendency on thégssate

level. The bourgeols and petfy-bourgeols  circles thatycoms 0
power in African couniries lzid special stress on Dbl N 1
wnity, on %he need %o counter the forces of disiniSgrasicn anc
diwision supporied by the neocolonialisis. Cenfimglisation was
reinforced by the pelitical systems; uniiary gS&we forms, one-
party administretions predominate on the cogfiment.

I shouldéd like %o note that the stategedft, without doubt,
decisively promofe the process of the fgmmetion of nations 1T,

of coursz, ihe relevent steps taken by @t do not run counter to
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ditions of thiw proP@gs. This is when the

steps linked t. the cstablishmehi orVthe corresponding stat

w

forms (federsl, unitsry), #h® qolflfiy's division into territoricli-
sdminisiraiive wnits, and, the granting of politicel and other
righits o ethnic groupd provaAO be effective, and transformetivs,
progressive changes in socfe®y's life proceed more successfully.

Ahmed Salems IT woul@yevidently be proper to speak of

unitary fectiors, of cegt¥ipetal ftendencies in a broader context.
Todzy Africa speuks gfpAfrican unity, and the Arsb world speaks
of Arab univy, Th@ Bequirements of the liberation movement

are compelling i@ Bdvanced forces %c urgently raise the
question of builMing bridges between the different paris of our
continent, am@WT reinforeing cooperation between African and
Arab people@,on an antieimperialist basis. In the light of
these phofitmens is there justification for druwing atteantion
golely ‘@o)divisive factors (froatiers, culture, language), to

matiePSNlinked v the existence of individual stztes, and so



on? A% any rate I should like to raise the problem as
relates tc our continent.

Scmou Pathe Gueye: I would say that it is equa
either %o overrate distinctions (&s you all kno;A

diversisy of lsnguage, culiure, snd geography i&‘rica) or ©
ignore them. Both aspects are importany. @

Tn the case of individuzl countries the tendency is,
I would say, ivcwards centralisavion, %o K&the consolidation
of state wnity, and that is why the slo%of stional unity
prevails. A close, retrospeciive look also required by
the problems of African unitv&ow,eln the pest, it is stead-
fastly chzmpioned by the con vn’a' progressive, revolutionary-

democratic forces. For in G erybedy knows of the oul-

standing role that was p d wame Nkrumsh in setting up
the Organisaiion of Ak anvw. True, in that period the
incinient African bDourgebiSi® was concerned chiefly with for-
malising the frontiers idhgfited from colonial days. In the
new staves 1% coun’ced' M}hieving hegemony snd on controlling
the emorgent domesiiggmarket.

The immut:.-abilg of frontiers remzins ons of the under-
lying principles @fwdea in the OAU Charter. However, there
have been casew the bourgeoisie and neocclonialists trying
to violadje ’EAprincipl.e, especially when Gheir class interesis

were in Jag

wlYes A casc in point is the confederstion forced
upon Gam y Senegal, On the other hand, one can hardly

&
ignore ”@ther prospect in the historical context, namely, %he
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volunitary unifiossion in a single state of these or tho

L

African pecples now divided by frontiers. This can ig be en~
sured by progressive, asdvanced forces, by their palv

and

organisations.

Rofic Ssmhoun: The tendencies towards ification manifest
themselves differently from region To region. sides, the
possibility of reverse movements is not to uled out. Take

the Middle Bast. The popular slogan of K&unity is now coming

2

1=

in%o conflict with new realities: the aa;lsa.on ¥o power, afie:

independence, of the lcecal bourgeoiv some of whose segmentis

are inclined Vo pursue & narra eg ical policy of fencing

off one Arab couniry from an?er, policy which imperiszlism
increasingly uses to iis tage. In the oblaining conditions
special significance is. i y the slogan of esnti-imperialis®
Arab unity for the so& n v*uhe region's key problem--—the
Palesiinien problem-wand P trengthening the economic sznd

politiccl independence ofigphe states in"the region.

The participants mhe discussion ¥hen went on to consider
some aspects of exisgii national situations, characterise their
common feailures onOe scale of the Afro-Asian world, and make

a closer siudy 0013 specific situation in some of its regions

and countries .w

iries &ad Regionss: Different Situsiicns

Iqus“Q the peoples of the Bast (Asla end North  Africa),
said DJOGT of Historicel Sciences Mikhail) Lazarev (USSR), are

eithe&onsolida‘-’:ing or emergent nations with all the accompany-

ing intrincic main charaecterisiics. In Africa south of the
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Sechara end in Ocesnia the process of the formation of pyWons
on the basls of ethnic groups is only now beginning. fhe
intensity of ithis process depends on a country's de¥Sopment
level in basic socic-economic indicators,

A characteristic of the developing world i§hst 1t has

a vast moszic of national situations. All thesWfiree principal

o

stages of national developmenti--the formatidm Sf tribes into
ethnic groups, the formation of nations ofthe basis of ethnic
groups, and the internal consolidatiyn oF emergent nsiions-——
are offen Yo be observed in one geograplical region or even
one coun’iry. Hence the need fex)a differentisted (regional)
approzch to an examination giN\ghege Processas. This need is
acceniueicd by the faect thet “Vhe ™perstion of objective socio-
economic and specific his%erio@d Tactors is invariably  accou-
panied by the operaticpnof defdnite political, international
factcrs, that have %o be taken into account when the nationali-
ties quesiion is raised, “WANy anslysis of this question entails
understanding preseni-day’ changes and the trends of social
develcpment. Such umdersianding ellows going deeper into the
roots of existing 4bd) emergent national movements end meking s
class gssessmeni 9%/ the nature and direction of these movements,
The multiformityg T the problems under discussion was illustrai-
ed by concrefe examples,

Homid Ja¥ic Musss (Iraqi Communist Party), Refic Samhoun,

and somef@¥her speakers pointed out that fthe unresolved state

of the Palestinian problem is affecting the situwation throughoui

the Arab"world and exerelsing no little influence on the inter-
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naiional situation. The faod that no just settlement hagbecn
reached on the national destiny of the Palestinians ig e wo
the glaring violation, by Israel and its US patrons geal the
cardinal righ% of peoples %o self-determinztion rgcerded
in the UW Charter, The manoeuvres of Washingtopmand Tel Aviv
over the Palestinian problem harbour ah enOrmpus threat to
internaticnal security and are direcied agaills® the Areb liberu-
$ion movement of the entir: region.

On %he other hand, individual oounikdes of the region
heve Gheir ovn netianalifies or ethno-cenfessional problems.

spoke in someNdetallyabout his country's

experience, noting the multinavional structure of the Iraqi
people. Along with Arabs Zhere, ske Iraqi Kurds (who sre the
second largest nationality™in the country, nhumbering nearly
25 per ceny of the popfiletipny and slso Assyrians, Purkmans
(Turkmenicns), and some other ethnic minorities, A specific of
the nesionalitics situatl®y in the region around Iraq is that
there ere many millions of Kurds also in neighbouring couniries.
The Communist PEwty has invariably approached the Kurdish
quesiion in Iraq from the siandpoint of Marxism-Leninism and
proletarian inteMigiionalisu, taking into sccount the specific
historical sial€fof the struggle of the working class and all
Iraqi working Proplew-Arabs, Kurds, end others--~and pointing

out that thde acute problem can be resolved in the Iragd Republic

itself th#dtgh e nationasledemocratic revolution. As the Iranien

sociolégisy Mahmud Azad, Hemid Majid lMussa, and Mikhsil Lazsrev,




pointed out, in the Kurdish issue the communist partliegQf sthc
Middle Buast adhere %o an internationalist stand and uwgeUivocally
recoguise the right of the Kurds to self-determinaigm@: Further,
;tenvion wzs drawn to the sceio-economic and geqggfaphical
aspecis of the sifusition: divided by the frontigms of several
states and by difficult mountain terrain, the RInks of the
Kurdish regions among themselves are much wéaker than their
traditiongl links with the countries in witicB <they are situated.
In their poligy in vhe nationalilities quédfion, the Communists
teke this and, sbove all, the interest§/0f uniting working
pecple of different nstionalities (iWds is discussed below)
into esccount,

The speecifics of a coACRetoMflational situation were consi-
dered also on the example,df Lé€benon. Rafic Samhoun showed
how religious discord #ac negg#ively affecting the formation
of a definite national en{iTy and preventing its simultzneous

infegraiion with the famiy'of Aradb peoples, %o whom the
Lebanese Arabs are linke® by ties of kinship, The deep-rocied
question of nationaliy sffiliation in Lebanon has become a key
issue over which t4®®e hes been unceasing bloodshed, The
recent Israeli aggfessiocn has made this issue even more acute.

In Lebunonfy said Rafic Samhoun, the question of nastionalisy
effiliation, mllich came into the focus of public life after
independence 119433, 1s given various interpretations There
have alwyfggbeen two political trends in the country: one
sough’ an organic link to Arsbd countries, and the other opposed

this #i%h argumentis ebout a "Mediterranean civilisation”, abous
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& specisl "Lebanese netionalism”, plurzlity of culturg, and so
on, The laetter trend, beadsd by the counfer-revolutilmery big
bourgeoisie of the ChAristisn (Maronite) community, €A@esvoured

to isolate fthe republic from the Arab naiional lidedaition move-

[0

ment, pursuing olicy of alliznce with imperi@¥sm and close
cooperaticn with Israel, The isolationist mesMement was inten-—
sified every %ime the bslanece of military s@gength changed in
favour of the Zionis% invaders, On the oflaer hand, the
successes of the Arab libersiion strugglé,,particularly in the
1950s, usually compelled 1% to retregd,

The isolabionists have agalh Qeglme morc active during
past decades Imperialism apd\Isrgel's rulers gonceived a plan
to wipe oub the Palestine resisganece and the Lebanese neiicnal
movement by means of armé®) fore€, by war., Religious feeling
d a

D
&)

was us: a tested weaps of \gtirring racisi, anti-Palestinian,
and anti-luslim seniiments emong the Christiasn masses. The

role of a sirike force wasVundericken by fzscism, whose alm was
to pud an 2nd %o Lebanon¥s affiliation to the Arab world, and
set up ¢ clericzl sigfe following in the wake of Tel Aviv's
policies. The crcRestrators of these plans have not abandoned
them to this dzy,

However, J@P-nese reaction and ifs Weshington and Israelil
backers huvegdsiled %o bresk the growing people's movement,
which Sokeg¥%c strength from Debanon's Arad charscier,

Whereas follerly iis lecadership was claimed Ry the Muslim
bourgesdsie, today the movement is unfolding under a new leader-

ship=-iv is headed Dy a wide patriotic bloc representing the
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working class, the petty and middle bourgeoisie, and some
elements of big capital.

Representatives of the communist parties of AraB cSuntries
stressed that the basic contradiction in thei; region, is with
imperialism, which is using Israel as an instrumed$ and an ally.
Thus, in the region the nationslities questiongeeantinues to be
a question of the liberstion of each Areb couabry and of the
Arab world as a whole from the smare of depehdence on imperialisu,
a question of achieving Arab unity on thg ba¥sis of progressive
democracy, a question of the Arab peoplefpf Palestine exercising
their legitimate rights, including theyright to self-determina-
tion and the creation of theirown nasion state.

The nationalities problem’in South Africa was analysed

by Vusizwe Seme (South A{ficen Communist Party). With the con-
quest of independence by Mozambique and Angola under the revolu-
tionary leadership of/the FRELIMO and the MPLA, the peoples
of these countries were able’ to implement their right, won at
the price of heroic batfles, to self-determination and the
creation of independeat states, Due to the obstacles erected
by imperialism, theghational~liberation question remains unresolv-
ed in Namibia, which is illegally occupied by the Pretoria regime,
South Africa itself is the most sinlster citadel of racist-
colonialist capiseslist oppression.

The expérience of South Africa shows that even in a highly
industrialised capitalist soeclety national factors may predominate
for a higborically limited period, In a society whose every

pore ig, pepetrated by racial and national oppression the struggle
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of millions of ocpnressed Africans, Indians and Coloureds is
directed against rule by a white minority that holds the,monopoly
over the means of production, over the levers of capdtalist
exploitation of the black mgjority. The apartheidgmegime has
always pursued a policy of splitting the populatich by nationali-
ty and race, corrupting the white working clasgmand turning it
into part, albeit a subordinate ocne, of the Esteblishment. As
regerds the Indians and the Coloureds, thejy/ére oppressed by the
white capitalists even if not to the samg eXtent as the Africans,
who form the mejority of the populationyg ) The direct and long-
term interests of these ethnic groups _a¥e linked closely to
those of the African majoritye

The 1962 Programme of {thé South African Communist Party
declares that the struggle fom,sogiglism in South Africa goes
through two sitages: the@®irstly the consummstion of the nationsl-
democratic revolutiongprovi@€s a firm basis for & transition
to the second phase, the building of a socialist society. The
main content of the firstWetage is the national liberation of
the African peonle., ThevAfrican National Congress and the SACP
are directing all thsdr efforts to the attainment of this gosl.
The Communists lay, special stress on the significance of prole-
tarian internati®fnglism as the cardinal ideological instrument
for uniting Afmiéans, Indians, Coloureds and progressive elements
of the while POulation around the aim of putting an end to
racist donlE@iion.

At 4lc symposium the consensus was that the concrete histo-
rical Sfproach provides the communist parties with a reliable

foundatlion for drawing up their programmes on the nstionalities
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question and allows them to view, from class positions, the
programmes for resolving this question advanced by thedmuling

circles of many African and Asian countries,

Contradictory Expericnce

Far from all African and Asian countries,gii was noted
at the symposium, heve both the objective and\lHe subjective
prerequisites for & genuinely democratic sdlution of the nationa=-
lities question, although some steps, exgeriments and, in a
number of countries, actual reforms havesmbeen undertaken time
and sgoin, The possibilities of and e restraints, placed by
class reasons, on measures of ,this kInd under a national-

bourgeois government were comsiderc@ by Sarada lMitra (Communist

Party of India).

In the Constitutipmpyd@opled in India after independence was
proclaimed, he said, ghe stage is identified with the Indian
nation., In the context of what the government has achieved
since independence in prémoting national-linguistic and adminisira-
tive-terrisorial refo#ms), the Communist Party does not dispute
this concepi, althofligh according to scientific criteria Indie
an be termed a mulltinetional state. It will be recalled that
Mahatma Gandhi, PgWsharlal Nehru, and other democratic, far-
sighted lesdedd #T the ruling class saw India as inhabited by
many "lingyiStic communities"; in practice this signified
virtual rg@egnition of territorial-linguistic and cultural
distinc¥@O¥s typical of a multinational country, whose population

speakgWNggores of languages. It is also well known that



17.

Jawgharlal Nehru spoke with admiration of the Soviet experience
of resolving the nationalities question.

With the onset of the 1950g it became simply impdSsible
to belittle the nationalities factor in India. A gapidly spread-
ing gressroots movement, in which the Communists _Were also active,
was calling for a restructuring of the states gn_s linguistic
basis. Under pressure from the people the governmens of the
national bourgeoisie moved towards reorganigation, and in 1956
the linguistic principle was formally regoghised as underlying
India's administrative-territorial divifS@écn.

The linguistic state, Sarada Mit®d“went on to say, is more

than the basgic gdministrative anit 3@ Indis. I{ may be regarded
as a sort of ngtional statehdpd funCtioning on territory inhabit-
ed by peoples speaking oné of ,theé Indisn languages. Their
culiure and, %o an exteni# ecChnemy develops within this frame-
work. Simulteneouslyy although the states enjoy a certain
measure of autonomy,2 the“central government retains effective
control, and the parlisment has the right to redemarcate the
frontier of any state and to form new states. On the recommenda-
tion of the centralggevernment, the President of the Republic
can dissolve the Mo8el government. The Communist Party is

advocating greatefdautonomy for the existing siates.

2 ¢ =4
Bach sta¥e hes its own government, and the population

elects thesgiate's legislature, The states have power to make
laws, for fmgltance, covering public order, reorganisation of
land relg@ldns, irrigation, education, and public health, and
some pewe¥s with respect to mining, the manufacturing industry,
and oihex areas.
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In Sri Lanks, said Rsaja Collure (Communist Party of Sri

Lanka) the national composition is 73 per cent Sinhalése, 20

3

per cent Tamils~--of local and Indian origin--—and akout 7 per
cent Muslims.4 Speaking of the causes that have aggravated the
nationalities question in the past few years, hg Wmoted the
negative, divisive effects of colonisl policygand also the
inability of the Sri Lankan bourgeois governm@mts to take any
real steps towards a democratic solution gfileshe question. The
Communists urge granting regional sutonghy¥to the Tamil minority
inhasbiting northern and eastern distrif#s, while perserving
the state's unitary character, and preptse concrete ways and
means of settling the status Of Tafils of Indian origin.’
Essentially speaking, @€ proBilem is that the policy of
the ruling class has been’ ¥wadiionally to foster the assimila~-
tion of the Tamil natioms¥ity by the Sinhalese majority, to
deny to the Temils an§ realf\pOssibility for using their own
language in the management 9f locagl affairs and in their rela-

tions with the cenfral @mphority, and to hinder the development

° The former sebbied on the island many centuries ago; the
latvter came relstiwely recently, and are mainly plantation work-
ers in the centrafl™part of the country. To a certain extent
their status is@egulated by agreements signed between the govern—
ments of Sri LgnkKt snd Indis.

4 Descen@@ass of mixed marriages between Arabs and local
pecple,~—Ed 4

F 3 L

LS

Theigranting of Sri Lankan citizenship to sll who wish it;
the choige ¢f citizenship (Indian or Sri Lankan) fox Tamils, who
have nagtWer. The stand taken by the CPSL is that this group of

the pgMalation should enjoy equal rights with other citizens, znd
thaitfthe schocls and medical facilities functioning in Indian
Tamil communities should be integrated with the national systenm
of educavtion and public health.
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of their national culture, The present explosion of ethnic
discord is the consequence of this policy. There has‘even becn
an extremist demand for the creation of s separatie Pamil
gstate on the island,

Analogous tendencies are to be observed in_many countries
of Asia and also of Africa, where the effects g@f colonial and
then of neocolonisl capitalist developmeni a¥ewhaving a destruc-—

—ia

tive effect on relstions between the diffefent nationslities.

A

Joge Lava (Communist Party of the Philippines) drew attention to

the iluslim problem, which is acute in His country. An extreme

expression of this problem is the demi@pd for secession by the
lioros, who are a religious-ethnic oipority inhubiting the south
of the Philippines., The ob§8@etiveWwoots of the grievances
articulated by the Muslim‘Pilipinos are that during sad after
the colonial period thggliero ppopulation hes been subjected to
many abuses. The Mus@im mino#Fity has been reduced to the
status of second-class citiZens relative to the majority,

which professes Christidmifty. The Communist Party believes
that the problem czn pelsolved by granting the Moros autonomy
in arezs where theygore a clear majority. The Communists seek
to unite Christiagsfand lMuslims on an anti-imperialist, anti-
feudal platform @MY the struggle for national and popular
democracy.

Auvcnonyyy said_likhsil Lazarev, signifies the retention

by the cenfxgl authority of power in matters relating to defence,

foreign gffcirs, and key areas of the economy and the infrastruc-—

Q

1}

ture, &nd the granting of the broadest demccratic rights to ‘the
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ethnic minority in the management of local affairs. These
woeuld be, of course, real not paper rights.

Some speakers analysed the extremely contradic@orly
experience of a number of developing counitries ingdhé matter

of gutonomy. Ahmed Sslem drew attention to thegpkoblem of

Southern Sudan, which is inhsbited by nationaldmgroupings whose
ethnic features znd culture differ from tha%'ef the Argb-speak-
ing North. The Communist Party has consiglemtly pressed for

the autonomy of +the southern region, puiting forward & concrese
plan, which waes accepted in 1969 by th& Revolutionary Council

-

heasded by Himeiri (the First Minister\@or the Affsirs of the
South was Joseph U Garang, Pclidical“Bureau member of the
Sudanec= Cocmmunist Party, whd  was eubsequently executed by the
authorities)., This prograiMe, Mg partially put into effect
befcore the regime started“repr@Esions against the Communists.
The law granting autohomy i9ythe South (1972) helped scmewhat
to reduce, for % time, the dimensions of the civil war that has
been raging since the mi@$1950s, although the nationalities
question remained unresolved.

The mein ressofigfor this was that the Nimeiri regime
digtorted the cla@s)essence of the form of regional autonomy
advocated by thé Budanese Communist Party. The Communists saw
autonony as adietns of strengthening the posture of the circles
seeking unitywith the North, of the democratic, people'’s
forces, a, memns of enforcing reforms with the purpose of eradi-
caving egp¥oitzlivec oppression. Actually, however, autonomy

was haldeéd on a silver platter to the separatists, who did nov
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believe in the country's unity. True; the regime's pro-
capivalist orientetion suited them, But capitalist development
and bourgeois egoism and chauvinism always carry seedsyofl
netional discord. The South's fragmentation into gih¥ee more
provinces has been formalised. This is due to the discovery
there of o0il deposits, which the central suthoxity would like %o
put its hands on. Bloodshed and political chges are continuing
in the South.

Hamid Mgjid lMussa underlined the significance of the

right to autonomy in the broader contedligof political democrsacy
generally. If the latter is impingedy /§imply trampled, then the
democratic—-socunding laws psssad in ®elation to other nationaliti-
es, to ethnic minorities, alSov provie to be ineffective.

The Iragi Communistsfheawve @lways stood up for the right
of the Kurdish pe.ple te s€lit@etermination in the form of
auvonony, insisting o minorities being given administrative
and culiural righis. However, when the law graniing autonomy
to Kurdistan was passed®&I974), the government at firstv attempied
to prune the Kurdish regions (large oil deposits were discovered
in one of them), angthen followed the bureaucratic enforcement
of this law, with@fRe result that the prerogatives of the local
guthority were d¥¥egated by the central government. A similar
fate overtook&he 1975 law on the rights of Iraqi citizens of
Assyrian origim.

Jointlyywith other nationsgl-democratic forces, the Iraqi
Communigi®eriy is now directing ite efforts towards sacuring

the fommation of & national-democratic front government that
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would be open to all national and progressive forces, resolving
problems vitval wo the Iraqi people, and ensuring democratic
rights to the working people and real autonomy to Irgdgi Kurdist-~

.

¢ insisting on an internationalist approach to the

i_..l .

ity It
nationalities quoestion, an approach that would guaxéniee the
national right of the Kurdish people to self-determination,
and help %0 unite Arabs with the Kurds and oth®&r ethnic minorities
in the common siruggle against imperialism, ‘€0t liberation and
social progress,

The speskers stressed that it was dImMpertant to chart ways
of resolving the nationglities questipn shat, as the experience
of the Great October and other sociglist revolutions hss shown,
would open the road to interfd¥ionglist friendship among the
working people of different netiemalities, tc unity for s joint
struggle against nationalsand Secial oppression, This
explains why so much a%ftentionwas focussed at the symposium

on the present formulatikonfolV the question of the right of

1o

nations to self-defermination up to and including secession and

the formetion of indepemdent states.

Self-Détermination and Secession

At the symp@sium the question of free secession was raised
in the broad semse, What should be the oversll approach to this
right in thesprescent nationalities situation, which in many
African and Asian countries is highly dAynamic and mobile and

witnesseg fihe growth of uew nations and netionalities? Wha'
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are the long-term forms of self-determination? How does the
democratic principle of self-determination relate to Bhe aims of
the class, anti-imperialist struggls in individual countries

and on the internsticnal scene?

Mikhail Lazarev drew attention to some of J8pnin's pronounce-

ments on this subject. Championing the princgpled class
approach to the right to free secession, aho¥® all in the
context of the pre-revolutionary realiiies cf Russia, Lenin

wrote: "We are in favour of sulonomy fof a1 parts, we are in

favour of the right %o secession (and@@t in favour of everyone's
secediggl). Autonomy is our plan fomiOrganising a democratic
state, Secession is not whgiWwe plam at all. We do not advocave
secessioness Bui we stan@ for the right to secede owing to
reactionary, Great-Russifn“hagtiIonalism, which has so besmirched
the idea of national géeXisten@e that sometimes closer ties will
be established gfterfiree secessionl"6 Thus, while accentueting
the highly rcactionary character of the relations between natio-
nalities in tsarist RussSia, when the necessity for free scces-
sion wzg generased by wirtuelly extreme circumstances, Lenin
nonetheless gave pfaerity to "national coexistence", Elsewherc,
he specially makes Jthe point that the right to self-determina-
tion of nations¥%is not the equivalent of a demand for separa-
tion, fragmediig€ion and the formation of small states™, and

implies only & consistent "expression of struggle sgainst all

E VX9 Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 19, pp. 500-501.
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netional oppression”. Here we have a negative attitude to
national particularism, which divides working people of, diffe-
vent nationelitizs. -With. the abolition of netional gopbression,

.
especially its most odious forms (colonialism and others), the
prospect arises of establishing new relations spong peoples,
of uniting them in the joint struggle for social progress—-
such is the logic of Lenin's thinking.

Mehmud Azod and other speakers noted /ffhet the experience

of +the October Revolution in Russia borefowt the sitrategic guide-
line of %he Bolshevik Party towards thesetteinment of the
enoch-making aim of the voluntary unien of nations liberated
from %the yoke of capitelism. WLif&W@giself," said Yuri Andropov,
Genercl Secrotary of the CPSUYCentral Commities, in the
report "The USSR Is Sixty",%"add formidsble economic, sccial,
foreign-policy, and deflen€e preblems compelled the need to rally
the peoples, to unitglthe republics thati sprang up on the
ruins of 7she Russian Empire."8

In the developing @efintries, too, after they win political
freedom, the scientific)interpretation of the right of nations
to self-determiningimincluding the right of free secession,
stens from the nded) for steadfastly democratising the relations
between the pecplés inhabiting this or that multinational count-
ry. Further €% the symposium attention was also drawn to the

fact that c%n%inued capitalist and pre-capitalist exploitation

T 1f%., Vol. 22, p. 146.

Saprtvds, December 22, 1982.
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in meny bourgeois-oriented countries affects the entire
structure of the links between nationalities.
We shall eviden +ly see recurrences of the aspixragion for

secession, of authptS to achieve it by one way oxr ‘another,

gsaid Apollon Davidson. However, the class, dialectical asscs-

tendencies of this sort takes all the pros and cons

into account, PFor example, in the context @fyindependent

anti-imperialist development a further fragmentation of exist-

ing African states according to ethnic at¥ributes would not be

a progressive development. Much lessgBe when the predominant

trend is towards consclidating the achicved sovereignty and

the mein threat continues to“%come @€rom the intrigues of the

imperiglists and their glldfes, whd are doing their utmost to

encoursge precisely centrifugadl Torces, A legitimate question

is: Will not secessiopgtefid o, the return of foreign oppression

in its worst neocolopialist® Porm? The expericnce of Biafra

and the separatist impulees elsewhere give much food for thought.
Lenin distinguishedyobjective national tasks facing the

9

oppressed peoples of,c¥lonies. One of these tasks today, said

Sargda Mifrzs, is that of economic liberation. This is in the

direct interest 9¥9sll the peoples inhabiting this or that multi-
nationel countyyf) The struggle for this anti-imperialist

can be most gffective if there is unity among the working

people, amomg, the democratic forces, regardless of nationality,

religion,Qor  castes It is characteristic that the separatist

9,88 V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 23, p. 59.
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tendencies encouraged from without in northwest end northeast
India asre nourished by particularist nationalist cgolism, one

of whos¢ hellmarks is that it ignores the destiny of The libe-~

"ration novement as a whole.

However, takc a fundamentally different exgmple: the

cession of Bangladesh from Pakistan. Although this was

]
(19}

demanded by the Bengali national movement only,at a certain
stage, we have here & case where harsh nafifonal oppression and
direct economic exploitation of one party of a country by ancther
made, to use Lenin's words, "national @€eexistence™ impossible.
The liberaitiocn struggle of the Bangladesh people was followed
with deen understanding by all, progressive and democratic
forces and received unequivd@al support from India and the
Soviet Union.

Who benefited by Jhle sécession? Of course, the people
libersted from oppresgors. \S€cession contributed to the
deepening of the anti-imgerialist process, although afterwards
quite a few difficultidmy@rose. The experience of Bangladesh
shows that even aftep The colonial system has crumbled the
national movemeni ggainst oppression may objectively lead to
state self~deverpgfingtion, i.,e,, secession, provided, of course,
that this ig re&d liberaticn and not the replacement of one
oppressor by gfother, to say nothing of instunces when
secession gégnified the birth of virtually non-independent

and non-viabde state formations.
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However, it was noted in many papers, recognition of the
possibility of secession (the experience of Bangladesh is by
no mesns a rule in the.regions under discussion) excludes one-
sidedness, the consignment to oblivion of the great ideal of
the Communists and all other progressives, namely'y The unity
of the people, notably of the working people of different
nationalities, in other words, the internatiohalist aspect
of the anti-imperiaglist struggle.

Christien Maechrdel called attention %e how the Ethiopian

revoluticnaries have formulated their prwegramme on the natio-
nalities questicn, The Political Man§festo adopted in Asmara
in January 1982 states: "... &he right of a nationalivy to

determine its own destiny inmedmdes Whe right to seceds"

(italics by the Editor). Morcowery this document says that
recognition of this right'docghnot mean that "any nationallty
can secede at any timeM.™ Fu¥fher, it says that this right has
to be considered in accordefiee with the interesty of the
people, chiefly of the wexrking class, which has "the hisforiccl
mission of gbolishing,a¥l forms of exploitation and oppresa
sion and with the dewvgclopmental stage of the revolution®.

The pariicipafids in the symposium noted the unfading signi-

(¢}
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i f Leninf@&formulation of the question of the right
of nations to £ree sclf-determination up to and including
secession, amdyof his proposition that this should not be

confused with the question of the "advisability of secession

- . - l 5.4 -
by a givéAgnaiion at a given moment”, 1 Where social develop-

10ySee The Ethiopian Herald, February 2, 1982,
in

V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 24, p. 302,
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men} proceeds slong a progressive, democrasic channel prominence
may be acquired by forms oI cohabitation® of neti®ns ensured by
] -

federation and aubtonomy. The future belongs to thege forms as
is borne cub by the successful experience of natiqnd® construc-
tion in %he socialist countries. The path of soQjMist federal-
ism and the granting of the widest autonomy to formerly
oppressed peoples have opened for these peoples a broad possi-
bility for implementing thelr right to selfsdetermination,
joining their destiny to that of other fraternal peoples in a
cloge-knit family.

The symposium considered the endrmous value of the Soviet

experience

O

f regolving the nationdlities question-—-from the
viewpoint of its applicabilify 4o $he specific conditions of
many developing couniried and, ¢specially, from the viewpoint
of i%ts mejhodological .significayce.

For the first tife in ‘World history, thanks to the
consistent democratism of the proletarian power, *oppressed
peoples of a huge multinational country, which was justifiably
called a "prigon of pe@ples™, were able to implement fully
their right to self~determination both juridically and in
fact. This right Became the ideological sand political founda-
tion Tor the voltntary unity of all nations in the struggle to

B

overthrow tsdrism and build a new society.

The soedelist revolution gave all the peoples of the
former Russian empire the real possibility of themselves choos-
ing thé @erm of sovereign life: from full state independence

(secession) to a unilon of nations and nationalities that had
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shaken off the yoke of exploitation, a union in which they have
the right to national statehood, in which equality and volunta-
ry unificaticn of the union republics implies the prefgrvation
to each of the right to free secessicn from the USSR,12 a
union in which the broadest autonomy is simultaneeusly ensured
to 21l the nationalities desiring to implement their right to
self-determinaiion in this way, = union in which) the immutable
guideline of the Communist Party towards the Grawing together
of all nations znd nationalities has made@inVernationalist
consciousness a norm and rule of life, "OUr experience,”

Lenin wrote, "has left us with the fimm Cconvicvion that only
exclusive attention to the interestdg of various nations can
remove grounds for conflicts, can ®emove mutual mwmistrust, can
remove the fear of any intfigueg @nd create that confidence,
especinlly on the part offworker®s and peasants speaking diffe-
rent lsnguages, withoubtWwhich there absolutely cannot be
peaceful relations betweenfpedples or anything like & success-
ful development of everything that is of value in present-day

13

civilisation."

entire social strugiufe, the worldl's first sociglist country led
by the Party of Ienin, it was said at the symposium, built & new
class foundation for relations between nationalities. Freed

of their oppr@ssive, exploitative character, these asserted

12 0. s S 5 .
~ Sedm@onstitution (Fundsmental Law) of the Unicn of Sovied
Sociglis#Republics, Moscow, 1977, p. 56.

13 -V-‘

I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 33, p. 386,
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themsalves as equal and essentially internationalist relations
among fraternal peoples. This strikingly accentuszted the
indivisible link between the solution of the nationalitics
“question and the basic tasgks of the social revolutiam. Thus
was fully borne out the theory of HMarx and Lenin thgt the

nationslities quesiion cen only be resolved on a class basis.

Na%ional discord and ell forme of racial and neational inequality

and oppression recede into the past togetner with sociel

The theory and practice of national donstruction under the
of the state of the dictatorsHip of the proletariat
has been enriched in the past few decades by the experience

of many socialist countries, The €Jrrect solution of the
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Ho Ghi Bang (Communist Party of

Vietnam), is a sirategic(@@m of'W$he Vietnamese revolution.
Thanks to the correct pelicy. pursued by it at all stages of

the revoluticn, %the Commundst’ Party of Vietnam was able to

fuse Shc revolutionury potentials of the nationalities inhebit-
ing +the country. All-48md there are nearly 60 of fthem—--were
active in the strugglenfor independence, freedom, and socialism.
The ethnic minoritigsd played a large part in the liberation
battles against #h® French colonialists, US imperialists, and
Chinece expensioniste. The party's policy today has no other

purpose than &oVensure the equality of natlonalities in all

)

reas, to ¢remte the conditions for the total sbolition of
econonic .and@ cultural disparities between the largest nationallly

(calletdiTets or Kinhs) and the ethnic minorities of the
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plains and the mountain regions. The way to achieve this is
to promote their own economic and cultural development,and %o
extend the transport and trade networks. Another majoRr, task
is {0 train skilled,including menagerial, workers gudmg the
minorivies,

The experience of socialist countries, notably of the
Soviet Union, in fundamentally restructuring &he relations
hetwean nationalities, it was said in many @i _%he papers read
at the symposium, gives all revolutionarigShend democrats a
knowledge of what are now timetested uaderlying principles of
such activity, a wide spectrum of cond®ete forms of organising

the life of the different peoples @8 nuliinational state.

Linguisbic Problems

Question by Satiajays Sudiman (Communist Party of Indonesia)

to Sarada Mitra: What a¥e ghe" prospects for meking Hindi a
language of intercourse between nationalities? Whet are the

difficul¥ties? Vhat is e stand of the Communist Party on

Sarada Ilitra: Alpresent Hindi is an official language

along with Engligh.” The population of Northern and Centrel
India speaks Hindl or related dialects, while in the south,
northeast, an@ Wwest there are highly developed local languages
with o rich MW terziture. The attempts to force the use of Hindil
as & stalg Bmnguage failed because of resistance frowm non-

Hindi-gpedking siates. English continues to serve as the
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language of intercourse between the central government and the
states that do not recognise Hindi as their official langueage,
and also in the intercourse between these states.

It has always been the stand of the Communists™%bat none
of the Indian laungueges should have priority, andfthat Hindi,
along with English, would continue %o be used throughout India

and tha% in the future it would be voluntarily Bccepted by all

ct

[0}

he states as the language of intercourse between nationalities,
as the "link language®. The Communist Pa¥y demanded the
raising of the language question in view of its cementing

role, giving the populetion of the dififerént regions the pos-
sibility of meintaining broad qcontedtey helping them to break
out of ethnic-communal isolafion, and promoting the unity of

the working class, cof the rkingWpeople of the country

as a whole. To this dayifhe Cemmunist Party urges the use

of Hindi as a link languageqw.We urge the voluntary introduction
of Hindi as a second schoglylanguage in gll states where it

is noi spoken. Many states have already done so.

Satiajaya Sudimans®, Inh the language issue the policy of

the Communist Pariy O0f ¥Indonesia was determined by the

actual position theil®wzss held by Bahasa Indonesia in colonial
times. Already ghen (the close of the 1920s) the petriotic
forces proclaimgd & slogan that became extremely popular, name-
ly: "One motherland-—-Indonesia. One nation--Indonesian. One
language——Indenesian." This slogan reflected, in particular,
the Tacthat Bahasa Indonesia was spoken thrcocughout the
archipelggo, where it was long used as the link language of

the many cthnic groups, big and small, inhabiting Indonesia.
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After independence was won Bahasa Indonesia was firmly establish-

ed

w0

the national language predominant in state and public

o

life, and ?his was recorded in the Constitution. The Communist
Pariy and other pairiotic forces have done much to reinforce
its position, heading the struggle for the decolotisation of
culture. Writers with a close affinity to the Communists in
the contex’s of humsnism and democrztic views heve produced
many literary works in Bahasa Indonesia that heve won recogni-
tion in Indonesia and abroad.. The CPI regfards Bahasa Indonesis
as a major factor consolidating the emergent Indonesian nation.

Semou Pathe Gueye: The Communist@wlay stress on the

significance of a common langdege. {i%8 role will be seen as
all the more significant ifgdt, is teken into account that as
it becomes more widesprgad one/of the local languages has
the potential t> become, &8n/insgrument of the decolonisation of
culture, help strengthemthéwpeople's, democratic element in
culture, and release cultural life from imperialist influence.
The patriotic forces @f Senegal are now acting against
French hegemony in thisysphere, working towards the nation's
cultural, demccratic, and revolutionary rejuvenation. Our
people ure emphatieally opposed to the predomination of French
as the official @@mguage; it is spoken by less than a quarter of
the populationsy , However, one can hardly agres with those
patriovic cizeles, who, while seeking to change the linguistic
situation &n Senegal, suggest switching from French to the

languagafef the Wolof ethnic group. It is not native to the
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other ethnic groups. It is questionable that a simple replsce-
ment of one language by another will be effective., The
important thing is to ensure squality of the national languages,
and in Senegal this would mean creating favourable,conditions
for the development of all of them. To use Lenin%g ‘words, the
"requirements of economic e}cchange"l4 will show which of
them is destined tc become the link language.

Further, I should like to make the poifit, said Semou

Pathe Gueye, that Lenin's approech to culfte generally is

very topical indeed., When we Communistgmgpeak of the develop-
ment of the language and of the nationglvcultures of peoples
who had formerly been in colonfiel bondage we have in mind
the restoration of the democgadic, people's element, in other
words, of everything that makes gheir cultural heritage part
of the treasure—-siore of, worldfeulture.

The establishmentgofthé"people's power brings with it
the possibility of taking 4 Bundamentally new approach to

quesvions of national andycmltural development, Vusizwe Seme

noted. A case in point\ds the attitude of the Mozambigen
revoluticnaries to the Portuguese language. It is used as

the official language"(there are six principal lsnguages but
none is spoken bylamybody except the ethnic group using it).
Bilingualism is/practiced: Portuguese is the language of public
and state lifgy end efforts are being made to develop the

locel nstiomal¥languages.

14 ., »a -. -
4 VQL: I’Eﬂln, _Q_Q;Llef;_ted WOILS_'.’ Vol, 19’ Pe 354,



Bquality and all-sided development of languages, it was
said at the symposium, are important factors helping N‘e;nov::
impericlist influence in culture and ideology, accellercwe the
process of sssociefion between the different nati ities. and

direct the development of this process into théan.nel of

s
Terminologzy
&

Some of the speakers raised the que Nn of the need for

Progressa.

a more precise use of concepts and cat ies relating to the
specific s:ate of nationalities problv with account of
concrete nationalities situatiens. Q

Rajg Collure pointed hat¥n Asian and African couniries
the birth of statehood of& P)@ed the formation of nations.
What will  be the fux; P f the process by which this
or that people acqui& h i¢ indications of a given

socio~higtorical entity? Ae we dealing with a situstion in
which one or several etv gro-ups are sotuwally acquiring the
features of a nation? v that is the case, can we use the
accepted terminolo%l‘hese questions were raised by other

speakers as well,

In the vie@f Vusizwe Seme, the different ways in which
the concept o tions is understood in African and
Asian coun.t% sooner lead to confusion than explain complex
natiqnali } situations. Some of the existing ethnic groups
have ma not all the attributes of & na*ion. If we use

the ‘c% ribe, our definition might take into account not so

A
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much the quaniitative oharacteristics (of a relatively small
group of people) as the development trends of these cemimunities.
Are we not faced with the necessity of specifying mére preciszly
the accepted terﬁinology in the nationalities question?

The question of terminology is extremely important, but
it would hardly be correct to dremstise the sitWstion in this
sphere, said likhail Lazarev. A concentratiom of attention
solely on the purely terminelegical aspec$ o0f the matter will
hardly help %o understand new phenomena., Besides, the questions
themselves have on the wholae heen resglved, For many decades
Marxist social science has been usipgecategories and concepis
that serve as relieble instruments(I6r analysing the nationali-
ties question, Despite the keleldoscopic nationalities situa-
tion in Asia and Africa,(/Me see@ythat in the Bast there are
netions that began to take shepe during colonisl times and

have now reached the mediga development level (Turks, Persians,

Burmese, and some Indiasn peoples) and that there sre ethnic groups

(this is the mcst widespread category, on whose basis  the
formation of nationssds proceeding intensively). In many
instances an ethnig group has a tribal structure. In other
words, the stadial "Wormuls used in our sciemee, namely, tribe-
ethnic group=-nation, retains its significance.

We should unquestionably take the new conditions of the
formation ofgyarious ethnic communities into consideration, said
Apollon Ngvidson, Pregisely BEuxoceatrism, which appeals to the
Buropean, experience apd is widespread among bourgeois politolo-

gistsy questions the proapeqt of the formation of new Asiesn and
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Africaen nstions within existing states. It is imperative
to take into account the dynamics of the national procegses

themselves, said Sgrada ldtra. Viewed in the contexy 0f the

Buropean experience, kery many hetiocnal communities, a@s we know
them, are gtill in the process of formation.
At the symposium it was agreed that in the light of

what was said it would hardly be correct to spegk of "pure
forms"~-whether it is of tribes, ethnic gro@lps, or nations.
National processes are taking place before éur eyes. Reality
in African and Asian countries providesfmany examples of how
the vericus attribubes of nations in the"process of formation
or consolidation are acquiringWe contient of their own. Their
very emergence cennot be a sifigle act; it is determined by the
dialectics of socisl processes, In some cases the economic
factor is predominant =t,certain.stages (intensive development
of the domestic marketqy and €3%n), in others a huge role is
played by a common language, ¥y a common culture, which
compensates for the unde®development of economic links., In

this case, Ttoo, the concrete historicel approach retsins its

* * *

All the participants in the symposium stressed the impori-
ance of contimwing the elgboration of various aspects of the
nationalitifes "question, taking into account its present siate
in Agian hd African countries. This question, which is one

of themos8t complex in the history of humankind, is truly resoclv-
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ed only wnder socialism. But even where exploiting relations
are predominant (as is the case in most of the countrigs of
the continents that were discussed), the Communists amgd other
patriots can do much by suggesting concrete ways of "mesolving
the nationalities question within the frsmework df Whe struggle
for the simsg of the national-democratic revolution, uniting
the working people of different nationalitieghground them,
upholding democratic practices, denouncinggboUrgeois national-
ism and chauvinism, and urging internetionalist friendship
among working people., A strict sccounfwof the nationalities
factor is also indispensable to radic@@wreforms where the
first steps have been teken tdwards(b@ilding the new society.
The vast experience ofgihe world revolutionary movement
shows tha’ the cause of liberatid®w, the csuse of sociglism is
successful if +the programmeés ., mMecmands, and concrete actions of
revolutionaries tcke %0 a¢epuni the national agpirations and
interests of the pecples imhabiting the given country. This
opens up the real prospectw for uniting working people of
different nations sround the ideals of socisl liberation and

progress, ideals tThgzt 8re cherished by all of them.
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AGATNST CHAUVINISH

In recent years there repeatedly have been, bitter ethnic

and religious conflicts in some
Regardless of whether they date
. are a product of socio-economic
ethnic conflicts and separatist

Asian and Afslean countries,
from the ¢O6%dnial past or

developmeénts of recent date,
trends #f “any kind endanger

the territorial integrity and sovereigniy of newly free
countries and sre wherever possible exploited by the im-
perialists to promote their subversive policy of destabili-
sation. The Communists and _other progressive and democratic
forces steadfastly expose gommunald® intrigues and plots,
They do all in their powgk Vo ¢hxb reaction and put an end
to national discord andsdivisiow along religious community
lines. They all see 4hefr idesl in the brotherhood of work-
ing people irrespective offmationality.

A year ago WMR carried ‘records of 2 symposium exemplify-
ing a principled scientific approach to the national guestion
The

following articles deal with some concrete situations in

in the context of presewf-day Afro-Asian realities.

which ethnic confli®®s and religious community discord have
What is the background of
the events in Syl Danka and the Indian states of the Funjab

taken extreme, deadPuctive forms,
and Assam repoft@d by the world press over the recent period?
What have the Communists been doing to stem communal reaction?
What solutignsf do they propose? These questions are answered

below by &F1%Lenkan and Indian.leading Communists,

are generally applied

* s
The #emms communal and.communalism

to a poldcsy reflectin position of a specific religious or

£
ethnic domfunity. This policy ‘is marked
o}

chauvinism towards people belonging %0 =2

or professing a difizvent relizion.

by intolerance and
different nationality
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The Background of the Conflict

Pieter HKeuneman

Deputy Chairmen and CC Political Bureau member,
Communist Party of Sri Lanka

Q. Communal discord between Sri Lanka's two main nstional-
ities, the Sinhalese and the Tamils, has repeatedly erupted into
violence since 1948, when your country won independence. That
was also the case last summer, when the disturbances assumed
major proportions in Colombo and elsewhere, s What causes these
recurrent outbreaks of national strife?

A, To begin with, I wish to stress vhat, despite their dis-
tinct national identities and culjfuresfy the Sinhalese and the
Sri Lanka Tamilsl have lived afl@worked together in the same
country for over 2,000 yearsé Wliembers of both communities took
part in the independence siruggle. They continue to work and
fight together in the irdde unioms, left political parties and
demoeratic movements,

This is paramount, Cofiflicts and violence between then are
extraneous and secondarys oome of these conflicts date from the
feudal past, when, in #he course of dynastic disputes over
sugcession, rival Siphalese princes Tfought one another with the
help of mercenary armies recruited from India, Inter-community
friction has bec@ue permanent under foreign rule and was fomented
and exploited, B¥athe coloniélists, especially the British, whose

policy was "dimide and rule®,

1 The Winhalese make up 73 per ceni of Sri Lanka's population
and the' T8mils of local or Indien origin, about 20 per cente—--ide
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Nevertheless, these are political and economic reasons why
Sri Lanka has not yet been able to shake off the negati&%gacy
of its past, Take, for example, the fact that Sri Lan& popu-
lation has more than doubled since independence, whiJVts economy
has remained stagnant, due above all to increased ndence on
the crisis-ridden capitalist world economy, Our Vnomic woes
stem chiefly from the fact that throughout ‘the@t decades =211
governmenis have tried, with diminishing suc$ to develop the
country on capitalist lines, &

Bconomic stagnation, coupled with th&rked population
growth, has made competition harsher i as like employment in
the public sector, the distribu tate land among the land-

less peasantry, and access tcﬂ%ﬂ cientific, technical, and
professional education, It@s J&aggravated rivalries in
trade and indusiry for a @er re in financial assistance
from state banks, In SAW%%]:S’ competition for state power
prerogatives opening opportunities for state patronage has in-
tensified. v
The bourgeoisie, tA elite” of both the Sinhalese and the
Tamil communities, hav@sed this situation to further their
class economic and tical interests, and sometimes their own,
personal ends, By aPpealing to nationalistic sentiment and
&

inciting commu ejudices, they have sought to win support

9

from the pett urgeoisie and the broad masses in their res-

pective eth communities, This line of action has divided the
workers O fferent nationslities and to some degree diverted

the attefition of tne mosses from the real causes of their problems.
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The present government of the United National Party (UNP)
has made things much worse by its wholesale acceptance ofWghe
neocolonialist economic programme that imperialist-confrglled
financiel agencies like the International Monetary F@md and the
International Bank of Reconstruction and Developmemiy as well as
Western commercial banks, insist upon as a precofidistion for loans
and credits. In the six years of Pregident Junlu® Jayawardene's
term in office there have been four major outbFesks of communal
violence, Hach outbreak brought ever greafier loss of life and
vendalism, Last summer's violence was tHe worst in the history
of independent Sri Lanka.

Q. How spontaneous, if at all, aréwthese communal outbreaks?

A. There may be some degree of spontaneity. But what was
striking in the dramatic evgnts @I"@uly and August 1983 was that
they were well-organised.chd podi¥ically motivated, This has
been the case more thanfence, Ws far back as 1981, President
Jayawardene himself admitted that leading members of his party
had a big band in commungl ¥iolence,

Anti-Tamil violencé) virtually enjoyed the patronage and
support of an influenfa@l group of cabinei ministers and LPs
representing the mog§ Feactionary and chauvinist circles of the
Sinhalese capitalif@’class, This group is both anti-Left and
anti-Tamil and kasfstrong connections with the press, armed forces
and police, 4dforéover, it controls special storm-trooper goon
squads for Wg€ suppression of strikes and other democratic
actions. .Mhaese goons have killed workers on picket lines and
beaten up W@istinguished academic and cultural personalities who

disagreed with government policies, Intimidation is also
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practised against membeTs of the Supreme Court committed to the
defence of democratic rights, Goon squads played & leadi part
in the violence of the recent period, often moving fror ace to
place in government vehicles.

State terrorism and violence against Tamils under the
Jayawardene government are part and parcel of a ral onslaught
on the democratic rights and freedoms of the e of Sri Lanka
as a wholes The present UNP regime has bri’é;‘ the country %0
the verge of pankruptcy, & fact admitted +the President nimself

and confirmed DY the government's inabilv to pay the annual in-

terest on its foreign borrowing mskthe ever increasing

- deficits in its budgets. Appe by ze governmen‘c to the Reagan

sdministration and its alli og‘\ e loans and grants have been
met with counter—demandsl e‘@ore pumiliating concessions in
the spheres of finance ,&'"ad mvestmen*ﬁ, and last but not

1east, foreign policy and in;r&urément in Washington's aggressive
strategic plans. The 1€ 'y‘s increasing shift from authorita-
rianism to mMOTeE and ch penly dictatorial and terroristic forms
of rule, which strik@)vm even the forms of bourgeols parliament-
ary democTacy fchat _Lanka hag had for nearly half a century,

is prompted by_z‘ts fforts 1o fulfil the preconditions insisted

on from withox
./

.

d to prove its ngtability" ©O hesitant foreign

investorse N '

It 1 t‘ie to say that under the present government inter-
comuni§%lé.tions wave Geteriorated to 8 point where the :
Tami* asi_ﬁ national rights axne flo.u.'t-ed and there is & threat
to their 'fundaﬁenta.l right to 11ve end work in peace and security

in any part of the countrye



Q. What are the effects of the recent cases of communal
violence? In what way do they differ from previous casegQ

A, There is, above all, a difference in dimensiong ™Even
official statistics set the number of killed at 300,,amd there are
indications of a much larger figure, ranging between 600 and 1,000,
As many as 100,000 became homeless refugees. Tumewous Tamil-owmed
small factories and shops were destiroyed., Tens Q¥ thousands of
workers lost their jobs,

In the 1950s, the violence was mainly @gainst the Tamils,
who have lived in Sri Lanka for centuries am@ are its cltlzens.
Under the present government the violen@e ‘has been extended to
the descendants of nearly one mil¥iongBamils of Indian origin who
arrived on the island much laper an@ypwork on plantations in
hilly, predominantly Sinhalgge arsas. Deprived of citizenship
and franchise rights, thej have Yiwed as "stateless™ persons for
nearly four decades, Ivenwsog They have never supported the
demand for a separate Tamil state but have, instead, concentrated
on regaining the rights wigen they losﬁ under the first UNP govern-
ment in 1948, Discrimimafion against this population group and
attacks on Tamil plantdfion workers have been a major cause of
tensions in the good~w€ighbourly relations between Sri Lanka and
India, which imperislism exploits to the utmost.

Attacés on &he Tamils sre now made in areas where they are
a majority and®have lived for centuries, This was made possible
by the government's military occupation and virtual military con-
trol of thes® srcas, The armed forces and police have been in-

volved i anti-Tamil violence,
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The main responsibility for the present situation'reats un-
doubtedly with the government., The regime aimed not afy Fedressing
the Tamils' just grievances but at winning the suppoxnt of the
leaders of the Tamil community with the view to forming a united
reactionary front against the Left and democratig, movement.

Q. What was the Tamil response %o the violéfegg?

A, The government's policy has only helpd@,lo fuel divisive
tendencies and to boost the demand for a sepa¥ate Tamil state
which enjoys only limited support among tW€gTamils, State ter-
rorism also provoked some sporadic, isolet®d retaliatory armed
attaeks by small groups of Tamil gouth@@n government supporters
and military patrols, Our parfyphas p@inted out that such methods
are counter-productive and damaginglto® the unity of the masses
irrespective of nationalify amd ge,their joint struggles against
all forms of exploitatiow &Wd §Ppression, True, these acts of
individual terrorism, howevef Mezgative, paled compared with the
policy of state terrorism practiéed against the Tamils, The
domestic situation was further compounded by the opportunism and
vacillation of {the boumggois Tamil leaders,

Q. What was behifi@ the regime's attempt to put the blame
for the events on té)left? How were these events reported in-
the bourgeois preSsl

A, It saideéif first that a "powerful foreign nation”, acting
through three@Left parties of Sri Lanka,2 had "master-minded"

these event€with the view to overthrowing the government.,

-

€ M@gaMing the Communist Party of Siri L.anka and the likewise

banned People's Liberation Front and Hew Socialist Party of Sri

Lanka - -—;j‘_‘!ld."
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Although the Soviet Union was not specifically named, the im-
plication was unmistakable, In case anyone failed to gflgthe
megssage, the goverﬁment followed this up by banning the Communist
Party and detaining its CGeneral Secretary and severgdpother mem-
bers of our Political Bureau, The CPSL printing plant was closed,
Pro-government newspapers went as far as to demamd, that diplomat-
iec and other government-to-government relatiopsswith the Soviet
Union and the socialist countries should befSewered,

This propasganda pursued a two-fold puXpOse. First, to
create a suitable political climate for @@¥ther financial as-
sistance from the USA. Secondly, to diwert domestic and world
attention from those really regpensio¥e for what happened and
to find a scapegoat.

However, the anti-Soviel¥inSfinuations were so absurd that
they were received with Qdexrfsign®r This attempt to please the
Reagan Administration ghd give/credibility to its propaganda
about a "Soviet threat" was s€en in Sri Lanka as dangerous and
likely to have negative effi€cts on the good relations between
our country and the USSR, which has always been a staunch friend
of our country and pgbple. Significantly, it was not long before
the government tridd %o back away from this clumsy propaganda.

In the autumn of ¥833, strong public pressure forced the govern-
ment to 1ift itve{¥=n on the CP3L and release the party's leaders,
including K.2% 3t lva, General Secretary of its CC,

Our people zre deeply concerned about what is not an
imaginaryQ@f®t = most real threat to the countries of the Indian
Ocean oifGhe policy of tﬁe Reagan Administration, which is mak-

ing every effort to militarise and nuclearise this vast region.
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The USA openly defies the appeal of the United Nations snd the
littoral states, which want the Indian Ocean to be a zoHg of
peace, It is actively fomenting tensions and strife between
neighbouring nations, and seeking to encircle Indidywith hostile
countries in order to pressurise it to abandon its independent
policy of peace and denounce the Indian-Soviet freaty of Peace,
Friendship and Cooperation, which is a powerfml%factor for
detente and peace and a barrier to US imper¥Malism's strategic
plans.

Sri Lanka, which is situated in themeentre of the Indian
Ocean, at the southern tip of India afd®™e short distance from
Diego Garcia, is given an impomiant place in this strategy. The
Reagan Administration has been trying to impose its military
presence on our country inSEgtupm ¥or financial assistance, What
it seeks primarily is log®stigmfiacilities for its Seventh leet
at Trincomalee and a communig@fions centre at Puttalam, It is
true, however, that althoyghpthe ruling quarters are more than
favourable to these desigm&, public opposition has prevented
them from accommodating Washington,

The imperialistsgtTied to use the strained domestic situa-
tion last summer, Fhe tensions which it generated in Indo-Sri
Lankan relationsgand the prolests it elicited in India., They
painted a falsg picture of the state of affairs, alleging that
military intervention by India was imminent and expecting that
this would Melfe Sri Lanka aeppeal to the USA, Britain, Pakistan,
and Bangla@esh for military.aid., This ploy was exposed in time,
HowevenfiGthere is growing evidence of more and more subtle at-
tempts to explbit any internal ftension to promote aggressive

geopolitical plans,
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Qe What is the Communist programme for countering the
activities of chauvinist communal forces?

A, Our record in the fight against communalism, fe¥ Triend-
ship, equality, and unity among the different ethnicg @oOmmunities
of Sri Lanka, is well known in our country. The slander put out
against our party during the recent events was enfirely baseless.
We have fought consistently against attempts tondeal with the
problem through military repression, Our prineipled approach to
it was reaffirmed almost two months beforelast summer's events,
in a letter which our General Secretary, K/ Silva, sent to the
President of the Republic, The Centrslflommittee of the CPSL,
the letter said in part, "wishes to dfPess the need for fresh
attempts to find satisfactoryland peémmenent solutions to the many
problems of the Tamil natiofiddity p Sri Lanka, Failure to do so
has been a major cause of4internal tensions, repeated communal
riots and states of emergchcyy and consequent disruptions of
social peace, racial harmony, and the economy of the country. The
country's image abroad ha§@lsc been spoilt by such occurrences”,
And further the Central®Committee pointed out that "our Party
has always condemned and opposed resort to individual terrorism
as a means of solvimg political or social qhestions. But we are
equally convincedythat state terrorism is no answer to this state
of affairs".

The sames Yetter urged the early convocation of the conference
of all Sri Eenkan political parties, as well as the Sri Lanka
Tamils' ofganisations, promised by the government To seek a

oliticdbnsettlement through a democratic dialogue. Had the
P g
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conference been convened as promised, much of what has happened
could have been avoided, It is noteworthy that althoug ge Left
parties ban<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>