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letarians. Superexploitation leads to their rapid physical
exhaustion, and the need arises for replenishing manpowed.
New immigrants come to take the place of dismissed ad@ deported
immigrants, often on poorer terms. For example, 4775000 for-
eign workers were discharged and deported in the @RG in 1966-
1967. They were replaced with newly arrived immigrants. This
sort of "rotation" persists to this day.

The scientific and technological revolfition and the
structural readjustments in the economies (¢F capitalist

employment

countries have hit the / rate of €thnic minorities
particularly hard. Automation, newymetho@ds of management, and
modernisation in the services 1ndustry ‘have cut back the demand
for unskilled labour, the budk ofwwhich consists on non-whites.

Their opportunities for l1¢dmpingl&¥ills are extremely slim on

account of the discriming®ion A access to occupational training.

From Segregation in Edgcation to Social Genocide

In order to operate hhigh-tech machinery people must have
a higher level of genexa® education. However, in capitalist
countries the majorityg 0f the coloured people do not get a pro-
per education. In thesUSA, despite the legislative ban on
segregation, morefgllan 60 per cent of Afro-American children to
this day attend.schools where they predominate numerically
and the quality™6f the teaching is far below the standard at
schools in whife neighbourhoods. The low knowledge level reduces
the chancgswof these children finding jobs after they leave

scheol, The situation is compounded by the fact that many of



them quit studying early. In the USA, according to offigiel
statistics, the proportion of drop-outs among Afro-Ameriean
schoolchildren exceeds 16 per cent, and among Spanishespeaking
children it is over 30 per cent. Almost half of alf™the Indians
in the USA have not finished five classes, although a system

of twelve-year secondary education operates indEhe country.

Nor is the situation better in some othé®icountries. In
the FRG only half of the children of foreighwworkers study,
and of these 60 per cent are compelled to @ep out before
finishing school. A matriculation certifieate is won by only
four per cent of the aborigene éWildmenyof Australia, 20 per
cent of the Canadian Indian childrem, and only six per cent
of West Indian and 14 per cght of®sian children in Britain.
This results in mass illifenacy among ethnic minorities. About
half of the Indians in th&hyUSA and more than 90 per cent of the
aborigenes in Australia are totally illiterate.

Of those who get a se@eendary education far from all can
expect to learn a profegd8ion. In Britain approximately 35
per cent of West Indian’and Asian school-leavers and in the
FRG over two-thirds o®fwthe children of immigrant workers remain
without occupational ®%raining.

Their chancesWf getting a higher education are even smal-
ler. In the USAWonly 6-7 per cent of the senior year students1
are from ethd¥e minorities. In Britain a diploma certifying
higher education is received by only 0.5 per cent of ethnic

West Indi&nS and five per cent of young British citizens of



Asian origin. Only one per cent of Canadian Indians and
roughly 0.03 per cent of Australian aborigenes study at Ghi-
versities, which most of them do not finish.

The massive assault undertaken in the mid-1970s by
monopoly capital and the ruling circles on the soeial gains
and living standard of working people has most geriously af-
fected the condition of ethnic minorities, spelling out
social genocide for them.

Social benefits programmes for the poo®; most of whom
are people belonging to ethnic minoriti@s, have been slashed.
In the USA 62 per cent of the cHFonic@lly impoverished are
non-whites. As many as 80 pergcent 6f the Indians and Eskimos
of Canada and nearly two-thiTds ofWAustralia's aborigenes and
of New Zealand's Maoris eke But_am existence below the poverty
line. These groups of the Popdlation were the hardest hit also
by the cutback of allocations for social security, housing,
public health, and educatifone In the USA, for instance, cities
in which ethnic minorities, comprise a particularly large part
of the population are bégoming the targets of the largest
reductions in social, a¥lowances funds. The already small
federal subsidies to the Indian reservations have been reduced
by another 500 milY¥ion dollars annually since 1980.

Abject povemty, shanty towns, and substandard medical
care symboliseiracial discrimination. In most of the capitalist
countries celoured people are officially not barred from living

in white Mleighbourhoods. But those who can afford this are



helpless hefore the racist prejudices of the landlords.

However, the majority of coloured citizens do not have

money to live outside the ghettos that have Dbecome pa

parcel of t-he big cities. The most notorious Afro—A

ghetto--Ilew York's Harlem--is a neighbourhood of t edown
houses +that have not been repaired fora long ti nd many

of which ere in a hazardous condition. Even ac@:.ng to official
statistics, more than ten per cent of them @nlnhabitable.
Harlei: is short of schools and hospitals. T%c:.nemas have
given way to numerous bars and video-game vls, where narcotics
are peddled. It is dangerous to wg in streets of Harlem
even in daylight: violence reigr@here, and a larger number of

serious crimes is committed t other New York neigh-

N

bourhood. :Q Q
h

Harlem is no excepti& evnes of countries and cities
differ, but the life of the gh inhabitants is everywhere
the same. In cepitalist counv.s most of the immigrent workers
cannot afford even a ghett elling. They live in barracks
more often than not on t territory of factories, or in houses
that should have been eled down long ago. Several
perscns are assigned ¥y roof devoid of elementary convenien-

ces, but each is c}wed a rent as for a whole apartment.

Thet di seas widespread among ethnic minorities is
due to the glﬂng living and working conditions. For
exanmple, the rculos:Ls rete among Pakistani immigrants in

- - - .
Britain is @:mes higher than among the white population,
In the .Ll"d& reservations in the USA the tuberculosis rate in



proportion to the population is seven times higher than in
white neighbourhoods. In ethnic communities many people ,dpe
chronically ill, and the child death rate is very highNaFhe
average life expectancy is much shorter than among wHi%es.

For instance, in the USA Afro-iAmericans live sifyfMndians
live 26, and Eskimos and Aleuts live almost 36 #f@@rs less than

whites.

Terror and Denial of Rights

Ls the twentieth century comes to agpclose millions of
people belonging to ethnic minoritéels imgthe capitalist world
are denied civil and political pightss The legislation that
they have won from the rulinggmeirddes’ by a long and persevering
struggle has not brought any rundgmgntal change in this area.
Take, for example, the sitffagion In the USA. Laws on civil
and suffrage rights were passed in that country in 1964-1965,
and today Afro-Americans have.Tepresentatives in the US Congress
and in the legislatures of “the various states, and also in the
mayor's offices of 250 ci#fes. However, while they make up 12
per cent of the populatiden, Afro-Americans hold only one per
cent of the elective offices. The picture is the same relative
to other minoritiegWdmericans of Mexican origin comprise bet-
ween 12 and 15 pex cent of California's populatinn but have
only two per cemt of the delegates in the state!s legislature
and none in the€,California senate. By means of various manipula-
tions a siggWedcant proportion of coloured people is Prevented

from faling part in elections. That expleins why the Communisi



Party US.A assesses the 1964-1965 laws as exclusively formglX
guarantees of equality that are either not implemented @r have
no real importance in day-to-day practice.

Similarly, the aborigenes of Australia formallygehjoy
suffrage rights. But while numbering 150,000 they deypy not have
a single representative in the nation's parliamen®.vIn Canada
the Indians have since 1960 had the right to vdferin the elec-
tions to the Federal Parliament. But if an Imdian invokes that
right he, his wife, children, and grandchilgfen are deprived of
their share of land in a reservation and have to leave the re-
servation for good.

A natural outcome of the absence of political representa-
tion is that the life of ethnic Mind¥ities is more often than
not regulated by essentiallyWgaci§i®laws. For example, Canadian
legislation denies to Indians, pe¥sons of mixed blood, and
Eskimos cultural and inheritance rights, the right to own
land, and the right to socialW$ervices, whiech are enjoyed
exclusively by "lily-whitell Canadians. A new citizenship law
passed in Britain dividelemell British subjects into three cate-
gories with unequal righ¥s. Racism has thereby become state
policy.

Immigrant workgr® are denied basic political rights. The
immigration lawg In¥capitalist countries are selective and
are applied to,persons of Asian, African, and Latin American
origin. The main purpose of these laws is to provide labour
for jcbs spumped by the local population, and give immigrants

ne possibIlT®%y for protesting arbitrary deeisions of employers



work. *

Bthnic minorities encounter discrimingtion in con.v of

and moves 1o reduce the already small remuneration for thQ

lew as well. The harsh and, in many cases, unlaxvqutitude of

the Judiciary to the American Indians is noted eve the

"advisory council for ethnic minorities affairs e US Depari-

ment of Justice. One of its reports quotes st&ics showing
that Zmerican Indians are harassed more ofte&y other citizens
of the USA and that they are sentenced to r prison terms
than cther citizens indicted on similar ges.

The judicial system of capi st tries deals brutally

with perscns who speak up in d % their people. Custodians

of the law do not shun trumpigig, up" ges. This was how fight-
ers for the rights of Afro-’@ric Jonny Harris and Assata
Shakour, the American—lnd& m Leonard Peltier, and many
others were imprisoned.

Police terror against ers of ethnic minorities has
been stepped up in recent& rs. It has been estimeted that
one perscn & day dies a%e hands of the police in the USA--
more than half of the ectims, up to 70 per cent in Philadelphia
and Chicago, are Afrcgaericans. llemories are still fresh of the
tragic events of 985 in Philadelphia when a bomb was drop-
ped from a polis\ licopter on a house inhebited by Afro-~
Americans. The@losion caused fires that gutted 60 nearby
houses. i‘he.g re 11  fatalities, including children, and
hundreds oi e ghetto inhabitants were left without a roof

- +" _'..“ 9, -”1' E ] o w5 0 . -
over %u.eilr acads. Not a single person rcsponsible for this bru-
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tality has been brought to justice or even punished adminfgtra-
tively.

Police excesses provoked unrest in the coloured ghettos
of Britain: in Bristol in 1980, in London, Liverpogl gylanches-
ter, Birmingham, Sheffield, Nottingham, Hull, Neweastle upon
Tyne, and other cities in 1981, again in Liverpe®l in 1982,
and in 3irmingham in 1985. The unrest was suppressed with the
most callous ruthlessness. llot a single politemian was brought
to account.

The situation is compounded by the ®iot of racial hatred
encouraged and fanned by the rulifg ciredes of capitalist
countries. .cts of violence andy€ven murder are on the rise
against cocloured people. Back Th 1981 the British Home Office
found that the risk of atpéigX onf people of West Indlan origin
was 36 times higher, andfen people of Asian origin 50 times
higher than on whites. Last yedT ten persons died and many were
injured at the hands of rac¥gts in Britain. The French press
reports that one Algeriaf dies in this way every month in
France. In Australie sHeeting aborigenes has become & "sport®
for racist thugs.

As a rule, theWpplice do nothing to stop violence, and
criminals go unpulfighed. An example of this is that last year
the court of gpPeel in the state of Alabama repealed the death
sentence of glKw Klux Klan member who, with an accomplice,
wantonly éillad a 19-year-old Afro-American youth. More, accord-
ing to numgzous reports in the press, it has become slmost

habitual ™Hat after an act of violence by white hooligans, the
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victims and not the criminals are put behind bars. Q\
Extremist violence suits the monopolies. By whippi

up racial hatred they not only get the opportunity to tensify

their uncontrolled exploitation of ethnic minoriti hich

brings them additional profits, but also to attaiv similarly

important cbjective: these actions divide worki pecple,
debilitate their resistance to the common enef and thereby
reinforce monopoly domination in society. standlng this

danger, the communist parties of industrle%apltallst countries
have for many years been fighting cons@ tly for the rights

of ethnic minorities and enlisti lav sections of the de-

mecratic public -into this str& e¢
0\
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SURVEYS -
LETTERS AND
DIARY
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THE SITUATION 1IN KURDISTAN

We are receiving letters from readers with questions
about the Kurdish Problem ang recent developments in
Kurdish-popu]ated areas. For example, ' Mahmoud Karam=091y
ABDULLAYEY from Goriachy Kliuch, Krasnodar Region, USSR says
that "different Sources report on the complicated Situation
in Iragi and Iranian Kurdistan ang on the hostilities there.
There is also unrest in the areas of Turkey where Kurds

We present contributioens by Siamend KHAL:L, member of
the Iraqgij Communist Party, and by Salah AMIN, representative
of the Kurdish patriotic nationa] forces.

national 1ndependence, and we know that the path of g leader
is particu?arly arduous. The Kurds’ militant struggle has
been brutally Suppressed, but it has received unswerving

Support from the country’sg democratic forces, above al1 from

the Kurds to se1f=determ1nation. The 1Icp announced this
recognition as Soon as it was established as a party in

1934,

L]



The Communists have given total backing to the Kurds’
struggle. We hold that the effort to ensure the Kurds’
national rights is linked organically with the attainment of
democracy for the whole 1Iragi people. The decades of
stubborn fighting have borne out the Communist Party slogan
"The Union of Arabs and Kurds Is an Insurmountable Obstacle
in the Path of Reaction and Colonialism". It has been taken
up by all progressive and democratic forces in our society.

The present rulers of Irag were forced by the Kurdish
Revolution, the pressure of the democratic forces and
tactical considerations to recognise the right of 1Iraq’s
Kurdish people to autonomy. In actual fact, however, the
authorities purged its legislative and executive
institutions of any and all democratic elements. Resorting
to demagogic slogans, they unleashed new reprisals against
the Kurds and moved to change the population structure of
Iraqi Kurdistan. Great numbers of Kurds have been exiled to
the nation’s arid southern areas, particularly from oil=rich
districts. Simultaneously, the population of the northern
regions is being Arabised, and Kurds are being ousted by
Arab settlers.

The regime is resorting to force and bribery to make
the Kurds loyal to the ruling Ba’ath Party--but to no avail.
The new wave of repression which rose after the 1975

agreement between Iraq and Iran!' forced the vanguard of the

! Under the agreement concluded by the President of Iraq and
the Shah of 1Iran 1in Algiers 1in March 1975, each side
pledged to settle territorial disputes and cease assisting
the opposition in the other country.--gd.



Kurdish People to declare an armed Uprising Which yas
Supported by the masses. 1t Was led by the Patriotic
national forces, including Communists.

The aggravation of the Oppressive Policy Produced
Widespreaqd Opposition to the authoritiesg, Kurdish
revo]utionaries, Communists and other Champions of democracy
and progress form the backbone of the 1nexorab1y growing

movement

of armed Patriotic resistance to the Fegime. The gravity of
the confrontation is also clear from the 1arge=sca1e
Uprisings that have swept Kurdish Cities, The ruling
Quarters are trying to drown them in blood, ang the reign of
terror g 1ntensify1ng.

Baghdagd fears that ‘the struggie of  the Kurdish
Population may escalate into action against the government
in Oother parts of the country, This Prospect g quite
Probabile because, N spite of  brutaj reprisals, the
democratic forces are becoming increasing?y active, Enmity
towardgs the 1nsurgents has Prompted the authoritijeg to use
Chemica] weapons, evict thousands of People from their

homes, raze vVillages and conduct wholesa]e €Xecutions, As



of terror and repression is doomed to failure. The people’s
commitment to freedom is stronger than weapons.

Siamend KHALIL

We Want To Live in Peace and Harmony

Right=wing nationalist regimes refuse to recognise the
national liberation struggle of the Kurdish people or even
consider their right to self=determination. The Baghdad
authorities are particularly zealous 1in their chauvinistic
policy aimed against the Kurdish people.. In March 1988, the
Iraqi government mounted a series of offensive operations
against the Kurds near the city of Halabja: chemical agents
were among the weapons used. The result was 5,000
casualties, including lethal  ones. On August 25, the
authorities again used chemical weapons against the civilian
population of 1Iragi Kurdistan. Thousands of women, old
people and children were injured or killed, and tens of
thousands fled to Turkey and Iran.

The neighbouring across=the=border areas to which
people fled are a natural extension of the Kurds’ Jlands.
They are peopled with the sons of the same nation. If the
Turkish government had failed to assist the refugees from
Iragqi Kurdistan, the Turkish Kurds ‘woqu have done it
themselves. But the authorities are working to prevent such
contacts. TJurkish security forces have sealed the refugee

camps off from the neighbouring communities.



erection of tent camps, etc. do Not reflect the actual state
of affaijrs,

The Security treaty concluded between Turkey ang Irag a
few years 890 provides for collaboration and concerted
action in combating the Kurdish nationa] liberation movement
in both countries. The Turkish authorities have indeeqd set
up tent camps for the refugees, and they do Supply them with
food. However, the true attitude of Ankara to the Kurdigh
People 1ig obvious]y hostile, This g clear from reports
about Kurds being deported ‘to Irag by the Turkish government
and from the Services the latter did the Iragi regime by
ground]ess?y denying the fact of Iraqgi chemical warfare

while world publie opinion eXpressed ijtg indignation over

With regarg to the Kurdish nationaj liberation Mmovement .,
This plan is aimed at Securing control over the Kurdigh
movement emasculating its democratic thrust, 1so]at1ng it
from the region’s Progressive and Patriotic forces,
transforming it into Something resembling the Afghan
counterrevo]ution, directed by NATO circles ang Pro=American
regimes, thorough]y undermining the historica]?y friend?y
relations between Arabs and Kurds, ang fomenting host11ity

between them.



Also contributing to this plan is the Iragi government
statement about a “genera] amnesty”, a statement that
insults the Kurds, denigrates their history .and the
principles and objectives of their struggle, and pictures
the patriots as "mercenary gangs”. In this connection one
cannot ignore the harm done to the cause of liberation by
the policies of some right=wing Kurdish factions.

The progressive quarters have set the Kurdish
liberation movement the tasks of pursuing an independent and
patriotic national policy, severing ‘all ties with the
reactionaries, refusing to be a pawn in the political game
of the ruling regimes or to be .drawn into conflicts or
territorial disputes between them because that does not
serve the genuine interests of . the Kurds, and concentrating
on the prime objective 'of mobilising all forces in the
struggle for self=determination.

We are addressing our friends 1in all countries and
particularly in the Arab national 1liberation movement, as
well as all those who hold democracy and justice dear with
an urgent appeal to draw public attention to the
developments 1in Kurdistan and display stronger solidarity
with the Kurdish and Arab peoples.

Salah AMIN




A NOTE FROM WMR

The name "Kurdistan" does not appear on the political
map of the world. It is an ethnogeographic term usually
denoting a pPredominantly Kurdish=populated mountainous area
in West Asia, mostly within the Armenian highland and the
Iranian plateau. In 1514 Kurdistan was divided between the
Ottoman Empire and Persia (Iran). After World war I and the
collapse of the empire, Kurdish=populated areas were
incorporated into the states that sprang up on its former
territory~—Turkey, Irag and syria.

The Kurds, one of the oldest peoples of the Near East,
live 1in Iran, Irag, Turkey! Syria and several other
countries (the Soviet union, Lebanon and Afghanistan). Their
Population now totals 20 to 25 million. The Kurdish language
belongs to the westerﬁ division of Iranian languages and
includes several diaTects—-Kfrmanji, Sorani, Bahdinani and
others.

The Kurds'’ history has not been easy. They rose many
times against the ~shahs of Persia, the sultans of the
Ottoman Empire and other oppressors.

Today, the! Kurds’ movement for seTf:determination is
not homogeneous. Dozens of political parties and
organisations exist, holding different positions on the
Kurdish national question.

At the juncture of the 1950s and 1960s the Iragi regime

opened hostilities against the Kurdish people. As the Ba’ath



Party came to power in 1968, efforts to settle the conflict
were undertaken. After agreement was reached jn 1970 .on a
peaceful settlement of the Kurdish problem, the government
adopted the Declaration of March 11 and thus ended the war
which had been fought for almost a decade. In March 1974, a
law on the autonomy of Iragi Kurdistan was enacted on the
basis of the declaration; under this law, legislative and
executive bodies of the Kurdish Autonomous Region were
established. However, tensions again intensified in the late
1870s, and hostilities between government troops and Kurdish
insurgents resumed. The Iran=Irag war further aggravated thé
situation.

The still outstanding national question in Iran and the
refusal of the Islamic Republic government to meet the
demands of the Kurds and other national minorities for
administrative and cultural autonomy led to armed clashes
between Kurds and the forces of the Teheran regime 1in
Iranian Kurdistan. The press has reported that the Turkish
army has repeatedly conducted punitive operations against
the Kurdish population of the southeastern areas in recent
years.

The world’s progressive public opinion is demanding a
Jjust solution ‘to the Kurdish problem and calling for the
granting of the right to self=determination to the
long=suffering people.

' Adnan EL=ASAM

WMR staff member





