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llİE ;,{^fIOıİAııl]Eş Qu§ŞfION İ}İ A§]A}I .AND A!,RIOAI{ c0rffTR]3s

A ;yrıpo stuıı cn tbe §tate cf tbe nı,,İlonalİ-i;i es gucstİ-ın
in Asia and 4f,rlca bas been beld under tbe auspices ıf the

$S Oonnisslon cıı 3roblenıs of üe Na,ıicnal l,iber"ı,l;:i,cn icve-

ııent in Asian and Afrioan Ocuntri, es, A*tended by represen-
ttı';ives ıf ccnnıırıis t par bies of nıaııy Asian and Af ::icııı,
ccııntries şnd also bşı scicntists fr,]rı tbe U§§R1 the GDR,

ınci lran, tbe sy!ıpc sl,un ğoıı§idered uıa ln§ aspects ıf ,}he

guesticn t'ba t aoquired signifloançe gfter independınce ıt:ıs

ıvon by f o ıııer coJ.oaies. In tblş oontext tbe participen-;s
axanıined new prooes§as tııa i bave speciftQ f,ea"cures of
t}ıetr ovrn, payin§ clıse ai,teıti.co to tbe general roethodt 1o-

gica1 aplırcacb tc aıd the I,enini s'; fcrnıuJ.etion of -ihe na-
'tionslities queşticn1 and ccnsideriıı5 tbe relaied siıcc,irurı
cf lssues t'hrougb the prisn cf tbe exteııslve expefienct-,

cf n:ıticgal consi;ruc,iion in the U§ffi1 vdılcb recently
mıiked its 60tb enniversury. lhe fcllcuring ls ı suııınaı3,

of, t,be ıir:j-nute s of tbe symposiuıı.

. DIscUSs]o]ilrğVİE
=9E-sgd*§g§

Eııpbııis ıva s placed cn tiıe inport;:nce cf, t'be ccncret,

lıistcııical epproeob in analysing 'cbe pı,esent s,tate cf ';he

notione}t'i;ies guesticn in Asian şnd .Afriçan oıuıtries i 0ıe

-'----
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'bj.stcrica1 sltuation of tbe naticnel novemeıts and en ücoJuı,;

of the actual ştate of tbe questicn uİı.d or gcnsİdel,a-[ion rnll]<e j_ -l:

pcssi.ble tc untlerstend tbiş questicnı s gener.:l a.ad specif ıc

f ee,bu;,es and. draw soıoe parallels betıveen the past ınd ,u'he

present, }iarıy of, tbe speakers dwelt on the rıci;s of presen,,;-

day İssues j.n tbe natİ.onalİties gue§tlcn İn tbe fcrrıer c.ılcnial

ı.ırld, ibe sccla]. bage of nEticıal Eıoveriıents, and ibe d.eve1:.iı_

mcnt trendş of, the rel;tlons betşıeeE na ticn._ılities.

Speakiag of tbe §peoifia§ of, t,be nationallties ques',;icn ln

Afrtcu, l'üıcre onlY a lew clecades ügo cclcnialis!ı was in uıı-

challenged coatıo} and sccİc_eccnonİc deveJ_cpnent ,ııa s iıt an

extreı:ıely 1ow Ievel, l4p* §qle;n (§udaıese Cornııunist Pa::ty)

sirıgled out elenents dlstingutshlng the Afrlcan ocıtineni;ls

p::esent c;perlenoe from its experience cf past epochs,

4"b the tlııe lndepençlencc waş v,ctı !şttons iıad not iiıken

sbape in ma.nş Af,rıcan ccuntrıes cı aoccıınt of the p:ıırnitive

livj.ng ccnc]iticns, tbe prevalence cf a subststence e conorqy,

aad other pre_ca lJitalts-ı systeııs ı tribal structures lvırı predonıin-

ant. Unr] er tJıese ccndtttcns nc ngtloıel mcveoe[ts of the

,trype kncı,ıı to bistcıy oculd eııerge. 41so significant is the

fact th::,i unlike Europe, lüere ıational frontiers tyere deuıarci]t-

ed na'i;u:'ellyı t,n tbe ocurse of bistory, Af,rioa provides an

exaı,ıpl= cf 'how en entire ccntinent was ı?oroibly partitiınecl by

iııP':ı'J.;lr st vul,bures, ,,vitb tbe reşult tjıa,; frcntiers \7ere estab-

lişbed eni;irely ai the ıvj-I} cf tbe colonl,glistş, Subsequently

inherited !y .,;be new states, ibese frontiers proved to be arti-
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Ji

ficial tn ı certain gense, in uarıy 1ns i;ances dividing kinci::ac]

ethnic ccrırııııltles.
}ıioreover 1 'ılesi hırcpesn expeıierıo e, uülcb belcngs tc e

dİfferenİ e;ıooh, bears ac resenblance tc tJce pı,esent expeı:i enc,:

(in tbe ccn,!e;ı-i; cf ,ibe problems we are oonsiderin6) in tba,; th,c

bourgecısie beaıiing tbe ıatıonal rıovements cf the time advanced

the alro of setting up naiı.cn states in contrast tc feudal parti_

culgrisrn and fra6ııentaticın. Under oc}onİal rule this guesticn

be d its o ıvıı f ee,lures ı İor the peoples enslaved by iınperialisın

tho decısive aspect of tha stlu66ıe İcr s elf_d eterrnına tion was

ltıüeci ,'cı pcli,iicel liberaTion frcrı foreign bondage. In the

con'üex,} cf Afr,loa t g experieııg e, the national movements of the

ccn }lncnt enargec] nct as ğı3venıeılts f or tbe çreaticn of the

İndeııcnd.:n.} statebocd uf natlcnalitİes, e tbntc gr.ups 1 and tribcs

irüabi,i;ing a deflnite territory. 0n tbe ccntrary, tbey ıvere an

expıessicn cf, ,ühe antl-cclonlal prctest cf e1l or rocıst of the

natl,cnal groupş, even if tbe exten,b of tbelr perti.cipatlon in the

libera ıicı struggle düf,ered.

Ebe situı,l;ion cbanges l..ntb tbe seti]ernent of iiıe na,bicnal-

oclcnj...l questicn. A ballsıark of ti.e development ç-,,f nutionaliğ-
tc-naticnaf i.iy rel::tionş tn African çountrtes, as iıı rnarly other

fcrmer ojlonies ıd,tü a nuliiııatlonal pcpulatlon1 said AP,l_Lgjr

Qeglggs. Dootor cf iits'corioal Şcieıges (u§sR), is that i;he ani;i-

oglcni:;list base of tb,e ıuıity oi ethıio cornmunities objeciively
ı,l,ea}ıeııf, ı-ıC{ü tbe dep.:r-iure of the golcni"ılists. ]..11 ner\Y C::ıeeS

we wl.tncss iüe surtacing cf deep_seated re se!,trıeais and ,]i, _ ",'es
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4"

thıı_İ bıl c] ::ijced,,.d l_ntc the bac}i6l.cund 1n the perioi oİ f _,l,ei.gl:,

oi.)p]:Cs3i.,nr th.:ı,; i,ı vüeıı thc cf,f, jct i: f e"] t _,f ,;h,_ ii,_-,il";if ic,,i _

tiın!' cf c]İf,f ıreo} epooh*s_ lhe e thn|c ıınd trib.:1 c;nf lj.c'is '-,f

tb: prı-c--ljili:1 pario.j, üıe çcnseqııeaces ,;ı f i;h.,: pıliclz :i

playing off 1_]oı,.l 1reıples agJlns i e.,ch ctheıpursu3(" by thc

colıniaiİşic, .nıi İ}ıe divj si:ln of _i;bes : oecples by _the f lıınıi ,:":

of o:l:,nici er.lpi1,3s. Cıntrar]ic,ii *,ııs are also sparked by ,the

inep'c cı, f -,.,ıııkiy ob.]uyinistio policy cf the authcrities in ihc

ni,i ii,nalİtieı ques,İİcn. IJı sorıe caseg thİs reinf cTces ccn;rifu-
g:.1, sci-ı;.ıı';;s'j icnc]encics. Lcoı1 ı:eactiırı .:.nd impeı,iı:iisnı

f rcquen,ily .]c nc',, besita,be tı benefii by Ube un§e,b,i]-ed s,!a,ce :i-

th: n:,i;i cı: li ";y-,;c-na ;ionıll'ıy relğticn§ inherii;ed f ronr ;he

Hıi,ııv:r, d:sl:ite ibe crraplexity cf ibe prıccsses , f nı,;1,;ıı:.l

cıng.Jlid:i:lın ,iiı- ve.lı fact of the exlstenc.j of a pcliiicel};-
sover:ign s-l;:,,ie c.en olıj ectively prcr,ıote the iendency ,ir.r\,/ards

na 1;i.:nı lit_v_ .;crn.j tt.na 11,1;y ec.a';ects, Inderıeııdence, n.!e.i

ğe_ıı"_q._!jıİU.e._gs§Js. (Party cf, Inclependeğce aıı<] Labcur of Sen,:g-l),

b.:giırs -l: 1;1..y ;.lıc ı,cle cf ı.ln cbjectiv: ccnditi:n f:-:: i.nter-

,: -ib_^ni c in,i:gr;,}icn :nd iıcmcgenj.saticn ıyi th the f -,:,rıa;iın ıf
1arg..: ıı_ı ii_-n..1 en,;iiics co the bi,sts ıf i;ribes anr,ı ethıic
gıcuıs. f,,ndepauoencı s tren6t}ıens tbe siate, rJhich beccmes ,;]ıe

ins t:ıuıren,} of cent;ır isüticn and unif,iontiJn. T'his i; ü-r.]nif -,s,;3(:,

in tb ı ,;iuıinis,}i,-. iJ.vc-politica1 spbere, in the efi,ı;,ts ,iı

organise econıııi9 ].if e and eoonomiç reluticns betııeen vıricus
paris cf j. ccun,bry, iı nri in the 6ı'ıvit:-';1:n tc ııaı,cis the use cf tı

l-} 3tlİ.1. j1 1;u6u;ge. i{:-, vin6 reoouİse ,bc Ü: § j.3g9n of !ınati::,r: i
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ünityıı or using dtsccrd between natlcnallties 'to further

';heir c ııı ends, i;be looa), bourgeois c}asses ş;eek to paralyse ,}iıe

rnilitaney ı;f t'be vıorking cla,sses cf differeni naticna}i,iies, -bi,

prevent ,b'benı frcgı uııiting, i,Ievertbeless, even the bourgcoisie

carrnct ignore ihe operı,tion of tbe latent tendenoy tovıaros

centralisa,bion iııpli,cit in post-co}cnia] develcproent, Senegal

,:::c :1-,-i;.-;l,

At ihe syııpcsium it ı,ıa s noted tbat lıeninr s ıve1l-known

th:sis of the tivc ,bendenoies of tbe naticna1 process r",a s of

specii.ıl uıe'c.b;riı 1c6tc..1 significance to tbe subj ect 'lınder dis-

cussİıİı. ,ıDevolopİt€ capiialİsnrı 1,enin wr9te, ttkn,:ıws twc

hi_stcrical tendencj.es l,ı ,i;be nattooa} question, the first is

tha aiıakeni.ng cf naii,cnal life and natlonal movements, the

struggle against e}l natlcnal oppression, and the creaticn cf

neti:in;l sia,ıes. lbe seccnd ts the deveJ,opment and growing

frequenqy of iıternatlcnal tnteıoouıse in every fcrn, the

brealt-cio,;ın o:i nu-i,-l.cnal berrters, the cıeation cf the interna-

ticn;l unity :f capii;al, cf eocncnio 1ife ln generaI, of

politics1 sclenceı "to"'1 
lTitb, this çtga,ş-cııt demarcaticn ],enin

acoentua,bes'ıbe objeo,i;ive dieJeotio§ oi oapitallst develoPınent,

vdıi cb gces tbrou6b a ııunber cf, bistoriaal §tages, In ou1,

epoeb, nıted pı,oiesscr Cb,ıl§tl.qp-q.elğEl1 Doctor of Philosc-o\Y

(0DR), ibe 'oı,ıo tendengies are uıore iıterlocked than in aıy

earlierbis-iorİ,oalapocb.tbisİ,stberesultlontheonehand'
of tbe nuoh stı,engtüened interıationalisutloo of all scciaf

1 V.I. !eııi.n, ÇcllecLed_ I!-ışbş. Vol. 2O, p, 27,
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processes ageinst 'uhe backgrcıı4d of world-wide transiticn frcm

ca 1:ıit: li.soı to scctalisıı; und1 on tbe ot.her, of tbe b.:ckvı;rdness

tn the piJcess of fcrnrati,..ın cf ]ıatl.cns in tbe fc.,ıner cılcnj.a}

zoğe.

If ıve take lfrica, 9}ql§.!lpsJeebılde1. se.id, we sbgl1 find

tba,i ihe d.ontnant ,ğeıdency 1s towards tbe fcrıııaticn aad conscli-
Ca,!i;n of na,i;ğcns ı end bence of na tl,cnal ağd ııuJ.,}1no tlona 1

states. ibe c,;her teıdenoy--|owardş iüe ceıtralisgtlon ci
poll,iiaal pcıırer-places certaİn linits on the operaticn of

the disin-begretioğa]. tac-bcrs rooted in tbe pclicy cf artlfloially
partiti.oning tbe ccnti,neıt tbet wos pur§ued ğ tbe oolonialls,bs.
Ehe o.htır;c,İer oİ our epcoh gİves a new gualİ,ty to ıÜe prccesses

of ne-bi:nal ocnstructi.cnı as distlııct froo tbe past, cn tbe

agenda todiiy aı,e tasks not cf prooctiqg bour5eots1 eapitalist
developueni; lıu,i raiber the cıeat1,on cf revclutionaıT-denıccratic
s tiı tes.

The fundarnental iıteresıs of tbe peoples lıüablting tbis
or tbet ccuntry aI,ı to guarantee tbe innutability cf froni;lers,
ond tbis means üsit nati.onal processea vrlll prcceed wtthtn the

existing lc;ıderso lJ!,deı töese ccnditloıs tbe leadt4g treıd in
tüe coıteri; c| ıatto|al-§|üte ocıst3nıct|oo nıı§t ğe seen ıot as

tbe nıergipg of tğt o.,ııntıies tğet bave won 1iberation bu,b th.e

ccns.rli.cıiica c,f tiıeJr eoyerarğn eılstence witb t.be sinultenecus
§lfcJdJng cİ all-sr.değ occperation on a basts cf equall§r,

qes3 Oomrıq:lis t Pıı,ty) ı
Would yıu sl;ecify ı$ot tı tapllotİ b, tbe tendency tcw,rds cşııtra-

],i§aticn in ibe ocııterç,ğ of 4frlcan resli.Fr?
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,i.

c s, ı I spcke of tbis tendency cn the

1cv;1, ı.h ı bou:,ge;ig and p;,t ty_bJurgğ Jis ci_rcles ,bh". İ c"nı,. ".,

pcıııi i.tı Af:ic:n clu!ıiries Iıid spaci:ıl stress cn ngti,:n:]-

unity, ın .,;]ı: ne:c] tc oıun,ıer tbe fcrceş cf disi.ntıg.r; ;İ_n :,ntl

di,-ıisiırı. s;uiı.r,,rted by the ne.ıQı].:nj.a]_iş'us. Centr;]-is.ıti,ın i'ıo s

reinftrced by ,i;h 3 pclitleel systeııs; uni;ary s,b;:e f ,,,rrıs, une-

i.ıa::ty : iiiıinis,ir;,i.lıns preilominate cn t.h; cıntinent.

I ::hı;uli iil:c ,i; ı nctg tha ; the siete Aan, lvithıut dıubt,

Ceci;ivel y pı:cmıte the prccess cf the form;tl,-,n of n-tiıns if ,

.f ci]urs;, ,;he relevent steps taken by it dı nçt run o.unt,"]r ,L,

the :,bj,_.ctive öcnoi,blons cf tbis prı-,oess. This is ı,ıh en the

stı-]ıs liııiıed i.. tbı .stabli§brneniı of ,che correspcnding ct.i ie

f cims (f edeı,;}1 unj.tıry), the c ountı,J, ls tjivls1-.;n j_nt- ter.ci,5ı-,:i:,r -
e drninis ir:,,,ıl_ye uni";s , anr1 'ıbe 5rentlng cf iıclitioa1 ancı ı ther

rigbis iı e thiric gr.uirg !rr,,ie t3 be eff ectivğ, ğ.nC triinsf -rım- niv.i,

prıgiessi.v.- changes i.n sıcietyl s Iif a ;ıroceed nı:,re successfuliy.
nıı.d Ş -i; ıvcu}d evid ently be prcper tc speak cf

uıiteıy f:c iors, cf ctıtripeta1 tendenoies in a brıader ccntext"

T::d,:y Africa speıks cf, Afrioan urılty, and the Arab ı-ıcr].d speaks

of Argb uni-iy, Tbe reguireınents oi the ]-iberaticn mrvomcn,i;

are ccniiıelling the advanced forces tc, ur6entfy reise the

guestif,n cf buildin5 brldges !etween tbe diff,ere.rıt pa,rts cf curr

ccn,nıİı.l'ü. dnd cf reinforciıg cccpe::atlon between African and

Arsb pr:ıpfgs 3ıı an antj.-1nperla],ist bşsts. In the light cf
these ph e.ncqe.na i§ tbere Justif{cation for clra ıırin,g a tte,nticın

sclely iı dlırlsive factors (frcntiers1 oüJ.ture, 1anguage), tc
alrtterg 1iıüıed tı; ,ihe existınce of indivldual stateş, cn(] sc
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B.

cn? A'u :rıy r.,te I sh:,uld ]_lke tc ralse the prıbleiı ,,ı,: i;

f,-1,:;a;.] i: ı uı, ccİı,ıin,Jnt.

W,_uğı,_üç"_fugr§.: I \,;Ju}d s.ıy t.hat it is equ.lly cr ,ng-r,ıu,

ai;hc]: ';:, ._v,,::r,ut,; ılis';iııo j,İJns (as ycu ;11 kncı-ı th:i^:J i.] gr j l;

divı..,--i';y ,-f J-:nguJge, cu],tuıe, ıncl geıgri,.1§ in Afric,, ) ı: c

ignırıı therı. 3c-ih .,spec,is s-:e i.mpır,ian',;.

In ,i;ha c;sc cıf inc]tvlclual ccııntries the main ,ie,ndcncy iı.

I ı,i:ıui,f s jy, r-- 1,nr( si ç entralis;';ion, toivgrrıs the c_,nsıliı.:';i,n

:.ıf si;it,: uni,;y, .ııd that is ı,§ tb,: s}cgarı of nj;i.n;l u-eity

p::ev:-,i.ls. A cllı;, i -,tr,sp ec,ı,'İve look is :}sc r",:quired by

,bhe p::ıblenıs -f Afıicın unli]r, Iioı,ı, as in t.bc pcst, i'c is ı,;-.-,c-

fa:stly c!ı:.cıricncd by the c.ntlnen,ü t s prcgre sslvı, r cvolu,ii,: nı.,y-

i.ıı,ci,-;ic fıiceı. Fcı, instance, everybcdy k,ncws -f ,l;he cuı'-

s,banding role 'cJıet w;s played by liv,ıaıne lıIkrumıh in s:,b';ing up

the Org;nis;: .;i..,ln .ıf African iJnity. True , in tha t pcricci the

inciıiınü Af::icen bcurgebis1: was ocnceiııed ohiefly ıvi t.tı f ıı,-
malising -ih,: f r,,-ıntie ::,s irüerited f r:m o,,lcnial days " In ühe

n;ü,J s,',-.. .c:.: ii ccuııtcd .-n ,:cbievi.ng h.,5em-.ny 9nd Jn c rnıf .]_Iiilj

the :n,oig:nt i,;ırer:,ilc uı,j]ıket.

l!}ıc iııııut., biJ_l ıy of frc.ntlerg ren.r ins ıne cf ıhe uni eı,-

lying princ:i..ılı.s iccıj:ded in the O.AU Charter. Howevel , tb.eı,e

hİve bccn cascs of the bcuı3ecisie and neocı]-.ınialİsts t.,:ying

to v::. ,i..;.. this princi;.ıl,:, escecially üen ihei;, cl jss int3r.jı J:

vıe:ie i ı]. j::,ıı,,::0yo 4 cgsı in pcint is the cınf ederiı ii.;ır icrc :.]

upJn çiı[Üi_ by s|:n.6€,1, on the o,üe:: h..:nd, ınc c;in harr'i]_y

ign:-re an:i,,her pio:pect in the histcricu]. c.Jntext, nıanıely, ih:
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Cı

vclun-lal,y unif iog,,"'i ın io a single state of ,ihese cr those

African pe,,,ples nıw oiyic]ed by frcntiers. This c c,,iı c,nly be en-

sured by progressive, advenced foroes, by their parties and

organisaiicns.

Rıfüq_şe@_qeı Ehe tendencİes towarğs uırificutİon ni.nİfest

thenselves cliffcrently frcnı region i;o ragion. Besides, the

possibility cf reyerse ncvenıeııts ts not to be ruled out. Tekc

ihe lıtidole East. The popular slcgan of, Atab unif,y is ncw oonıing

inic ccııf 1ici ı,ı,itb new reallties; tJıe escension tc pcweri af ter

ind.ependence, cf the }ocal bctı:rgecisie, scnıe of wbcse segnıents

are inclined ,i;c pursue a ııErrow, e6oistioa1 pol1cy cf fenci,ng

off cne Arab c:un,iıy f,roo ancther, a policy ıı&İ.ob 1mperialisnı

lncreasi.ngly uses to tts edvaıtage. In bbe obtaining condltions

special signlfioance is acqulred by tbe slogan of anti-imperialist
Arab ıınii;y f,or the sclution of ihe regicnls key probleuı-the

Palestinien problec{--a,od for strengtbening the ecooonic and

pclltic;.1 "independence cf tbe stateş in'tbe regtrn.

Ehe participant§ 1n tbe discussicn üıen went cn to ocnslder

scne t:speo,üs cf existing netionsl sltuatlcns, characterise their
coEtğıcn f ea Lures on j;'be scale of, the Afro-.[slaa world, and rnake

a clcser ctucly of tbe specific §Xü'uaticn in some of, its regions

and cıı.ıntrl,es.

; ı Dif ,- lf ^]

IıIcsi cf the pecpi-es of tbe East (Asla and N:rih Africa),
said Dcc'çcr of, Histor.icğl §ciences Mlkb.aLLa3ğLeJ (USSR), are

either ccnsolida,iin6 cr emer6eot ıatione ıĞtb al1 the acccınlıany-

ing intrin;_,ic nıain obarecteris üios. In Africa south of ,che
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ıO.

Sahara and in Ooeanla the prccesc cf tüe f ırna,lion of na,'.iıni.;

on t'he basls of ethnic 6rcups l.s only noı,y bcgi,ruing. The

intensii;y cf tbis prooe§s depends on a countıyıs develcpnrent

1eve1 in bssio scoic-ecoııcnic indlc.qtcrs.

A chırtıcteristic cf, tbe develcping world ls that i,ğ has

a vast nosaic cf nationel situgtionş. 411 the three principa1

stages cf nıilon;1 d eve}opnıent-tbe fcrmattcn cf tribes intc
ethnlo groups, the f,oroation of nati-ıns cn -ihe basis cf eihnic
groups , and ,i;be in,i; cına ]- consolidatİcn of, enıergent n6 tions--
are ofien |3 ğe obseıved in one gec5rapbioal regicn cr eveıı

one ccııntry. Hence the need İcr a ctlff erentiEtad ,(ı,egiona])

appı,cuch tı aıı eııarninaticn of these processas. T,his need is
accentue,İ:d by tbe İaçt tbşt ibe opereti.cn cf objective socio-
econcrıic and speclfic hl§torlcal factors is iıvariably acccın-

panled by tbe cperation of def,inito pol1tica1, lnternai;iınal
faot:rs, that have ic be taken into acçount when the naticnali-
ties quesıJ.on is ralsed, Aışr anelysls of tbis question entail;
understendlng presen,l-<iay chan6es and ,ühe trendg of socia]
development. §uch undersianding allows gotng deeper 1ntc the

rcots cf, existlııg and enargent natİoıal novenents en(i mekJng a

class assessnıen,t of tbe neture and dtreation of these mcvementş"

Tbe nultlfcrıılty-of tbe prcblems uııder disoussion was tllustrtı'c-
ed by ooncrete e:ıanıples,

i{+ıl4 lailç ll:ı,ışa_ (Ira ql Oouounls t }arty ) ı Rıfic sanıhoun

and scıne .ı,ücı speakers polnted cut tbıt .the unresolred state
of ,ibc P;lcs,i;iaian iırobleo ls affectlng tbe gituııticn -lhroughou-;;

ibe Ar.:b wcrld und exerci,stng ıo ],lttle 1ıfluenc e oa the ini; er-
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11.

nüti:,,ilal stiuirtlon. [be iao-i tbat nc Just settlement ha:: be;ıı

reacbed cn tbe ngtlonal deş tlrıy of the Pelestintans is due 'ç,J

the glarlng vlola'üion, by Israel and 1ts U§ patrons, of the

caicjina1 righi; of pecp!,es tc self-d e terrrina ticn reccrded

İn tüc IJlI Abarter. fbe nsnoeurres of Vasblngtcn and Te1 Aviv

cvar the Pılesilnian prob)-em barbour aıı e§ormcus tbreat tc

1niernatioıal secuı,i.ty aıd are diregted against tbe Areb liberu-

ticn nrJııement cf the entirç re5i<,n,

On the ot}ıer band, indlvidusl çcuıtries of tbe regicn

have i;hei:ı oı,oı ne,l;İonalities or etbnı-ccnfessional problems,

i] l,iuı ı ... spcke in scme oetaiI about his oountıy l s

experiencc, nctin5 tbg multing ticna], structure of tbe lraqi

people. 41cn6 ı-riih arabs there a]:e Iragt Kurds (ıüo are the

second 1ı.r5,es-! na_İİonall§ ln tbe countrJr, numbering nearly

25 paı cent of the pcpulaticn) and alsc Assyriaos, Surkrıans

(Turlııoeniıns ) 1 snd. scuE ctber e thnic ninorities, A spectfic of

tbe nebicnalliies situetıcn in the regioı around Iraq 1s that

there ere nağy rıillicnş of Kurd s ulso in neighbouring countries"

Ebe Ccrnrnuıis,l 3aıty bas invariably ai-ıpı,oeched t}ıe Kurdish

ques.|ionl.nIraqfronıİhestandpcİntoftr{arxisoı-I,eninİsrnand
prıleiarian internı iicnali§ı(ı teklng intc ıccoun,i the specific

blstcrioal state of tb,e str,,g6le of tbe working class and a11

Iragi worlıin6 p?ople_-Arabs, Kufds, and ot!ıers-;,ğrıd pclntlng

out tbet this acute probleın con b3 ıesc],vecı the ubli c

j.tself. througb a na tional-ıi egrccra tic revolution. As i;he Iranİen

s <.ıc :clc6is t lğlııu9,_Ageg, id ]ıiussa , and 1 T.,,a
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lz.

pointed out, in the Kurdis}ı issue the oomnunis-} parbies cf -ih.,

jüiddle E;ist edbere ,bc an jııternationalj.st şiançi and unequivııcılly
reccgılise tbe rigbt cf tbe Kurcl s tc s elf-determina tion. !'u.,:,bher,

atten'cicn ır:s dra !,ın to tbe sıoio-econcmia anci gecgraphicı:1

aspec-l;s cf, the situeiion: divided by tbe frontiers ,.ıf several
gtates snd by difficult ınountaiıı terraiı, tbe links of the

Kurdish re8icns onıcrıg, thenselves are nuch weaker tbın their
trsdiiional liıüs gii;b tbe oouatries in uıb.icb tbey are situated,
In i;hetr ncllcy in the nationa]-ities qııestion, the Ccnrmunis,ts

ta]<e ,3hj.s snd, ubcve a1l , ,iüe interests cf uniting rvcrking

peıple cf different ıstionalities (tb,i§ is discussed belııv)
lntc acccı,nt.

Ttıc, specifics of a ccncrete naticnal sttuatlon ıvere cınsi-
dered alsc cn tbe exarnple of I.ebancn. Rg.f.ic Sarrı}qg!!ı shov,,ed

bcw religicus disocrd was negattvely affecting tbe forn::i;j.on

cıf a definite aational entity and preventlng İts sinuJ-taneous

integr..';iı,n uritlı tbe fanJ.}y cf Areb peoples1 -i;o v,ılıon i;he

Lebanese Arıbs are linked by ties cf ki.aship. Ehe deep-rccted
questicn cf naticııali,i;y effiliatlon iı Iıebunon bas become a key

lssue over röicb there has been ıııceasi4g blocdsbed, The

rece.ııt Israeli sggression bas nacie thts 1ssue even mcre acute.
!n Lıebınon, sıid RafJq§.aqFp.u+, töe ques.üion of naticnali.iy

'affili..ticn, ııöicb oene iı,üo tbe foous of public 1ife sfter
indepenclelce (1943), ts given varicus interpretations. [here
have alvı,ays been tsıa pılltloal trends in tbe couıtry: one

scı,ght an oı.gonto 1tıİ to Arab oorıntrles, aıd the otb.er cpposcd
tbis i,ri'|;h arguı:ıen,ls about a ıılfediterranean clyillsa tJ.onlt, abaut
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ğ şpeciol ıtLebanese ne,iionaltEntı, pi.urality of culture, ıınd sı
cn. T'he laiter trend, ğeadecl by tbe counter-revoluticnary big

bourgecioio of the Qİırİstisn (Iıar<.ınlte) ccnraunity, endeavcured

tc iscla İe tbe ı.epublic fron tbe Aı.ab neticnul ].İbera i;icn move _

nent, pursuJ.ng a pcltcy cf allİance ,ıİth imperliılİsrn anci o1cse

occperatiın ıuith Jsrael, The isclet{Önlst mcueneıt was tnten-

slfied eve:y ti.ııe i;be balanoa of milltaı:y streng'ch cbarıged in

favcur c-f, tbe Zicniş-i; iııvaders. 0n 'üe ctber band, tbe

Eıuccesses cf the Arab liberai;lon struggl.e, ,pariicularJ.y in tbe

1950sı uşually cıııpelleC ii to retreat.
Ehe isclaticnişts have a5aln beocne mcrc actlye during the

past decode1 Imlıorialisn an<l Isıaelr s rulers ocnceived a plan

tc vripe cut the 3aies,biıe resistanoe and the f.,sbaü,es e netiına1

nıcvemen,ü by ıneans cf afned f oroe , by war. Relİgİcus f,e ellııg
şıas useil as ıı tested neans of, gtirrJ.8 racisi, anti-Pa Ies,binien 1

aod anii-l,iuslirı s en,linıents anong ',;be Cbristlen masses, Tbe

rol e of a strike f crce ı,yu s urıdertilieı by fasoisuı, udıcse aJ n wag

to put aıl end 'uo T,ebanoıı ı s afii.ltatlcn tc -ibe Arab world , and

şe', up ı: çleric.ıl state fgllorriıg io tbe wate of tel Aviv's
pollcies. lbe crchestrators of tbese plans bave got abandoned

them tc tJtis dxy,

iiıuever, I,cb;nese reaoti.on and tts ıla sbington and Israeli
baclcerı: hi,tvc f :l1ed tc breek tbe 5ıc izing people l s ıııove!ıent,

qibicb ;:-:lıes its stıeng{ü fıcnı lıebanonl s Arab gharsctcı.

Vılbereas İcrııer§ its leadersbip unıs claimed by tbe Muslirn

bcurgecisie, tcday tbe rncvene§t İs unf,oloing under a new leader-
sblp-1,',; j.s bearied b| a ıvide patrlctic bloc representing i;be
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14.

wor]ring clgş§, tbe petty and niaıdle bourgeolsie, an'ı sorne

elenents of big capltal.
Representatlveş of tbe ocmnıınist partles of Arab cl;wltries

stressed tbat tbe basic ccıtr€dictioıı in tbeir region is ırith

imperialisrn, udıicb ls using Isreel as an instrument and an ally.
fhus1 in tbe region the nationallties question continues io be

a question of tbe liberattoa of eaob Arab ooııntrry and of tbe

Arab world as a ubcle frouı the §ııare of dependence oıı irnperialisıı,

a question of acbieving Arab uJılW on tbe basis of prcgressive

democracy, a guesticn of tbe lrab people of ?alestine exercising

their legitirnate rigbt§ı inoluallı€ the rigbt to self-determina-

tion and tbe creation of tJıeir o,,!rn ıstion ştate.
Ehe nationalitleg probleu in §cutb .Lfrioa was analysed

bv vuslzıve seme (Scutb trfrioan Ccrınunl.st Party), With the con-

quest of independenoe by Mozanblque and AngoJ-a under the revolu-

tionıry leadersbip of tbe !R81IUO and tbe MPIıA1 tbe peoples

of these countri.es vıere able to inplenent their rigbt, won at

the price cf beroic battlesı to self-de,berrniıetion and the

creation of iıdependent states. Due tc the obstacles erected

by iııpertalisnı, tJı e ıa tlonal-ltbera tlcn question remains unres clv-
ed iı i{arnibia, wbicb ts iJ.J.egal,ly oçoupied by tbe Pretorla reglrıe.

9outb Afrtca itse]-f is tbe oost siıılster citadel of racist-
ocloıialtst capltelist oppression.

Ebe experience of, §outb Afrioa sbows tbat even in a higb§
lndustria].ised capltaltst sootety natlonal f,actors may predominate

for a blstortcal§ Ilnlted perlod. In a societ;r whose every

pore 1s peuetjrsted by raoial. aad ğatlola1 oppressicn the struggle
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L5.

of nıil]_ions of : i)ı)ress eö Af ricans , InCians and Cc]_cureds is
direc,i;ecj against rule by a ıvhite mi-nority that ho]ds the monopoly

over the rıea.ns cf production, over the ]eyers cf cspitalist
explcj-'ostiın cf thc black mejority. The apartheid regine has

alııeys pursued a ııclicy of splitting the popu}aticn by naticnali-
ty and race, c c,]rulıting the white ıvorking class and turning i,i;

i.ntc pa::,b, afbei,i a subcrdinate one, cf the Es tab]_ishne.nt. As

regırcis ';he Ind i:ns e,nd the Cclcureds , they ere opp]]ess ed by ihe

ı,,tıi t e c:pita]ists even if nct to the sarıe exient as ,bhe Af:,icaııs,

vüc f r.ı r,rı thı rıa j crity of the populaticn. fhe direct and long-

term iırte::ests of these eü-hnic groups are ]-inked clcsely tc

thcse of thc African najcrity.
fhe 1952 ?rcgrırıme cf the Scuth African Corınıunis t Party

declares that the sirugglo fcr sccialism in South Africa gces

thrcugir tvıo s i;ages: the first, the consurnmation of the national-
denoc_ce lic revclı-ı,ii:a, ııı:ovides a firm b;sis fş.ı: a trı,nsiti.ı.n
tc the secc.nrl phıse, the building cf a sç,ıcicllst society. The

main ccnten'ç of the first stage is the nei;ional ]iberation of

the Af :,:i c:tı. ;ec,ıle. The Afi,ican ldationaf Ccngresı eınd the SACP

are di_ı:ec ting ı11 th.-.ir eff crts b: the .attainrnant cf ,i;his go:1.

The Coınır-ııis';3 lay soecie1 stress; cn. ,b.b.e significance of prole-
ta r:|_ı:.n int .: ;,n,ı,i;i ona lism ;ıs the carcjina1 ideclcgicı]_ instrurıen';

f c:: unir;in5 Af::icens, lndians, Coloureds and p::ogressi.ve e]-emants

of the çıhile rıc-ou]jtion a]]cund the ainı of pu,bting en end to

racisi; donina-iiın.

A,i; the syıılıoıium the consensus was tha t the cc,ncrete his'to-
rics1 a,,i-,:.ı::ııch ıırozides tb: c,ımrnunis t parties ı,ıi_ th a relİable
f ıunoı,;ion for dı:::ı,.{ng ulı their Drcgrilnnes o.n tho nationalities

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



l_b.

questicn an.-l al]-c\Ts them tc vieı,/, fron class positicns, thı

prog],ımiiles f cr res ılvi,ng this question aCvanced by the ru]-ing

circlcs cf n;ny African and Asian ccuntries.

Fer f::oııı a1]_ Afı:ican and Asian ccuntrles, it vıa s nc,Led

at thc syrılıosi.urn, have both the cb j ective end the sub j ective

prerequisites fcr c genuinely democratic scluticn cf the natıcna-

]-i,iies que s'ıicn, t lthough scnııe steps, experiııents anci, in a

nunıbe:: cf ccıınıries, actua1 refcrms have been rındertalıen tirnc

and ı.,6ıin. !h.: ,ocssibi.lities of and the restraints, placed by

clags reascns, ]n ı]c;sures cf this kind under a lıa,ıiınal-
boı_rrgccİ.s gcv"r.nrırerı İ lvere considercd by Sa;:ega 1.,Li_!1,!t ( Cornnıuıis t

?arty cf Inc]ia ) .

In ,'he Ccrı,:ti,iuticn :dcp-i;ed in Indie efter independence v,ıa s

prccJ-uine.-ı, he s:ici, the sta';e is identİf ied vrİ th tİre lndian

na;icn. In the cın';ext of wha,İ the gcvernment h:s achleved

since inclcpendencc in pı,:mc,bing na ti cna 1-1inguis tic anc administrg-

tiv:-t er;j_ -; cria 1 refo::ns, the Cınrnu.nist Party does no,t dj_spu'ic

ihis ccnce 1ı';, althcuglı according to scien,bif1" 6rliglig lndiı
ciin b3 ';erı:ıctl a ı;ıı-rl ı;inaticna 1 state. It ı,ai 11 be recılled tha'b

],,Iaha -i;ıı Gandhi, Jawaha::f a1 }Tehru, and cther democratic, f aı'-

si5Jı'ue d ]_e i:ders ci ,the ruling c]ass saıı India as inhabited bY

many "1inguis';ic ccrıiıunitiesll; in pracı'ice this signifi ed

vİr';ua1 .::eccgniticn cf t erri tcria l-lİnguis tic end cultural
ılis,tincii -.ıns typica1 of a rnul tinationa1 couıtrT, ,ıvhcse iıopuJ-aiiciı
sıe:lts sco]es cf 1angu"ıgr.:s. It is =lsc ı,,te 11 ]<nc ı.,ın thıet

I

Ccniıadictorv ]jx f,eri,.ınc c
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l-7.

Jaııahiırlaf idehru spolte vrith acırıi::aticn cf the Soviet e].pericnce

of reı.;c]-ving i;he nJ iionalities question.

lTi th ihe cnsct cf the 195Og it became simply impcssible

to beli';tf c ,the nı:,iionaf ities factor in Indis. A ra_iıidly spread-

ing grassroc,bs novement, in ,ı,rhich the Communists ivere alsc ac,iive,

ı,*: s cı}ii,ng fır ı-ı restructuring of i;he states on a linguj.stic
b;:sis. Urr,_i e:: p:rcssure fronı the peopJ_e the gcvornrnen-b of the

natil;na1 bourgeıisie moved to!"/ards reorganisaticn, a.nd 1n 1956

-ihi: linguis;ic p.rincilı]-e was f crmally recognis ed as underJ_ying

fndi- r,: ı ı]r^ıİnis'ı;r; iİve-t errİtcria ]_ divİsi,-,n.

the 1inguistic state, sarada lliitrı went on tc say, is ncre

than the basic ad.rainis tra tive uxit in lndia. ft may be regarded

as a scri of nettonal statehcod functioning on territory irüablt-
ed by pecples speaking one of ihe lndian languages. iheir
cu]-ture and, to an extent, econcıny develcps ıırithin this f rame-

worlr. Sinulteneously, although the stetes enjoy a certain
rneasuıe of autononyr2 th" centra1 gcvernment retains effective
contrcl, iind the parliament hss the right to redernarcate the

frontier cf any state and to f crm ne.uv states. 0n the rec cmrııenda-

ticn of the cerı.tral gcvernment, the President of the Republic
can dissclve the 1occl govertıme.nt. The Communist Party is
edvocating greater autcncn\y fcr the existj.ng states.

2 Each state haş its own governne!ıt, and the populaticn
elecis the stateıs J-egislature. The states have power to make
1avıs, fc,r instance, ccvering public order, recrganisi]tion cf
Iand relatiıns, irrigetion, educeticn, ano pub]_ic heaJ-th, and
sone potıref,s vcith respect to mining, the manufacturing industry,
and other areas.
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Ia S::i lınk:: , said Rt ja Collure ( Conırııuris t Party of Sri
Le n]ı"ı ) the n"ı,i;ional coınpositicn is 73 per cent Siıı.hatese, 20

per c.]n,, Tımi}s--ıf ]_oca]_ end Indian origin3--and about 7 per
l

cen-Ş j'ılus'l inis. + 51 eaking cf the c.u§es that have aggrava,bot1 the

na,;-]cn:liiies ques'cioıı in the past f e ıv years, he ncted th:
ne5ı-;iv,:, ciivi_sivi: cff ecis of cclıniıl policy ond alsc the

in;bili';y of 'çhe Sri lanku.n bcurgeois governrnents to ,ti-,ke any

re_,i s,i:lı,ı ,icı.ıa..,ci s a cemocratic sLT]_uticn cf the question. lhe
Cıınnunis,l;s u1"8e 8r.:,nting regional autonımy tc the T;rnil minori,i;y

inhabi,iing noı,t]reı:n ;nd eastern districts, ıvh_ıle perserving

';he: sta,ie l s uııi,i;ıry ch:racter, ;nd prcpose concrete .rıa ys and

mcsng cf settJ_ing the s';ai;us of lemils of Indi:,.ıı c-,rigin.'
E;:ı:en}ia:lly s.ıealting, th,: pr,.ıbfeıı is that the pclicy of

the ,:uling c]asş hıs been t-.ad i tionir 1]_y to foster the assiııila-
ticrr cf thc T;nıil na-i;icnal_ity by the Si.nhalese ııa j crity, to

de.ny tc tlı: Tami]_,:j aqy real possibili öy f oı: using their o ı,rrr

languıg* in the riı:,nagemint of lcca1 affai:rs and in their rel:-
];ions iıı,;h -i.lrc c;n,tral authc::iı;y, and tc hinder ihe cl:velcpıneni;

\

3 'flı c f ,ı::nr,:r set-Lf e <i <ın the is}anc] rianJr centuries agc; the
f a,i,-,ie:: cırıc ref; cive.ly recently, and are mainly plentatj_cn ıı,o::k-
ei,s in thc cen,Lrııl pi.j ri; of *;hc count_ry. To a cer-Loin exten.b
their s;,:-;us is regulat:-.d by agreements signed between the govcrn-
nen'ırs cf S:,-i lc.n]:_. enci India.

4 De scerıdıa-is cf rnixed marriages between Arabs an<] ]ocaf
p ec 11 e . --E(.

- The g:cııriing of Sri Lenkan citizenship tc gf} ı,,rho ,,ıı:i ı;lı i.ı,';
';he chıice ıf ci-i,:lzerıshil-ı (Indian or Sri larrkan) f o:, Tar,ıils, ıılı..ı
ha.ıe ıei,l;]ıer. ,rİhc st;nd ta;]<en by the CPSI is -çha.b thiş group cf
th,: ıc pul., tion s]r.culu enj cy equai- r,ighis ;ri,ih other ci-;izens, :rıci,bhe,; thc schc:ls a n.i rnedicti1 facifities functicning in f,ndia-ü.
Taııi]_ ccıırrnunitiı:s :1ıculd be integrı'ıed ,"ri th the ne,iicn;1 syster,rcf eiı-rca ii.ın ıınci 1ıublic heu]_th.
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of their na,Liona]_ cu]ture. The present explcsicn cf et}rnic

discord is the corısequence of ihis policy. There has even be:n

an e:çtrcrnis b dcrı;n( for -;tr e crcaticn of a sep:,::ate Tanıi1

stı,i;e on the island.
An:lcgous tendencies are to be observed in ııany ccuntries

of Aıj.:: and .:]_sı of Afrlca, ıvhere the ı;ffects of co]cnia1 an<i

then cf ne;cclcniı:]- capitalist develcpmeni are huving a destruc-
tive eii;ct on rclı i.;j_cns betvreen thc different nğ,tiJnelities.
Jc_ş.=^ ].,_q_]üı (Comraunist Party cf the Philippi.nes ) drew attention 'tı

tlre ilUsli,ı pı:cbleiı, ,,,,tı.i ch is acute in his corıntry. An extr_^nıe

e;1:l",..,ssicn cİ t}riı prcblelıl is the d eirıancl for :ecessicn by the

Iıi)ıc j, ,,üı ai_,.,e a :eiigic uı.r-ethnic nıincı:j_ty inh:,biting the scuth

of -!iıe Philipoineı. the obj ective rcots of tiıe grievances

ar'oicu]_; i;cct by the liluslim Filipincs are that during end 8f ter
ihe cı]_onial_ peı:i.ıc1 the ]icro pcpuJ-ation has been subjected to

ıııaqy abuses. The l,iusf iı"n rnincrity hııs bee,n reduced to the

sta,;us cf seecnd-c]_ass citizens refativ". io the najcrit3ı,
v,üich iır,,ıf'ess,:s Ch.::is iianity. Thc Ccmnıunist Pırty be]_ieves

thı'; ,ühı: iır,oblr:iı c.l]il be s:ıfvec] by granting 'ıhe ]ılcros au.Lonomy

in ::ıe;s ıücre they ıre a cfear majority. The C onınruıri s ts sec]ı

to urrite Chris';i-ans and ]iiusliıns on an an';i-inı eı,iaf is t , gnti-
f euclaf ıi.;tf c,:ı:ı i.n l;h:: struggle f o:: nationa]_ anc1 pciıular
d erı c c i:: ıy.

Aui,-onorn;,, sı j.d liilügil la zarev , signifies the retanticn
by ihe centrğl iruihJrrity cf power i.n matters relating to defence,
fcreign affairs, an,l key ai,eğs of the eccncqy and the infrastruc-
ture, ınd the gr.anting of the brcsdest democratic rights to the
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20.

,-j tLrnic ni,nority in the nranagement cf le.ıcal affeirs. 'Ihesı

VjOulci bc, cf ccurse, reİf not papei rights.
Scrne speı}.;ers ant:J_ysed th: txtremely ccntra dic t..,ı'y

e::pe:ricnce cf a nuııber of davelcping countries in t}ıe rnt:ttcr

of;utcnımy. Ahmed salern dreıı attention to the nrcbfem of

Sou,ihern Suian, ,vıtıich is inhabi,tecl by nationa1 grcupings v,dıosc

eijınic f e.,l turts :.,nd cu]_ture diff e r f rcnı the t of the Arab-speak-

ing iicr,ih. the Ccıııııunisi; Par by has ccnsistently pressed f or

tha i]u,}oncny cf ,}hc sou'uhern regiın, puı'ting fcriıard g cönc]]e .;;

plıa, ızh:i- ch \7.n iJ ac.epted. in 1969 by the Revolu,i;icnary Counci1

h:.ıieC by ıiim:iı,i (,bhe Fiıst i,Llnis'cer fcr the Affıirs of the

South vras Joseph U Gırang, ?c]-itica] 3u.,:eau member of the

Suda,ncı,, C ırnmuniıı-b Party, vrhc vıas subecqucnil1, qlgçrted by th.;

eu-i-hcri,iies ) . lhi s n::cgraııue y,/a g psrbially put in,irc off ect
bef c::e i;hc .reg-i ne s-i;arted rep::essicns agai.nst i;ha Comnıunists.

The ]_ı:r gr:ınting autcncrny tc the South (1972) he]-ped scmevüa ü

tı -.,educ .: , f or ..j tine'l , the dimensions cf the civi1 ııar th;ı,b has

bocn :::ging since the mid-1!!0s, although the n.ıticnalities
quesi;ion rerıeined uıı_resolved.

The ıı:: in re:-.scn fcrLhis ı,ya s th.,.t the iJiııci.::i l,eginie

distorted ,i;he cf..:s essence of the fo::rn of regional autonoıny

advccı beci by ,l;h e Sudanese Conmunist Pr_:rty. The Commı.ınists sa'ıı

cutcnc[üiı ı]s c ıIe -ıtrs cf s t:: engthening the pos'ru]].: cf .i;he cİrclcs
seeking uni';y ıri';h the l.io:ıth, of the d::nocrai_ı]_c ı p.joolets
forccs, ü neıns cf eilforcing refcrms ııri th the purpcse of ereüi-
ca';ing e_:;iıit:,,iiv: oppression. Actually, hoı.ır:yer, autpncny
was ha ııcj c,d orı ı.ı silver plııtter tc the sep:ratists, ıvho oic nc';

,
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2I.

believe irr the cıun-b::yls unity. true, the rıgime l s pro-

capi.;;list cricnt;-iiiın sui ted theııı, Bu1; capita}ist rievelcpment

Lncl bcuJ:geois egoisıı ancl chauvinism always carry seeds of

na,}icnal diı;cırci. the Sou,ih's fragrıenta iiın into three mcre

provj_nccs has bcen f orrıa]iscd. This is due ,bo the ciiscovery

there cf cil ctepcsits, ıüich the central auihcrity wcu}d like i-ı

put its htıııus cn. 3lcodshed ğnd pJliticı-:} chccs are continuing

i,n the S cut]ı .

Haı;iid ]i;Ia j id i,lus sa ı.urderlined the significance cf the

ri-gh-' tı au,bın,ıı\y in ,j;he br-;:i]er contexi; cf poiitical d:n<ıcreıcy

gencr;lly. if ;hc ]ı';'ce:: is inpi.nged, sinrply tr.:rnpled, then ih,:,

d eııcı ı; tic -ı c un,J_ng 1; iııs passed in ı:ela,Licn t] cther nationaliti-
e3. ,'t;, e,l;hnic rıincri ties, aiso provc ,bo be incffectivc.

The I::ı qi Comıııunists have alıvays s,bcod up f or: the right
of -;he l(u::üish pe_ 1;1c tc s elf-d eternıina tion in ,ühe f crrn of

autcn,,n\yı insis-}ing cn minori,i;ies bei.ng given adrninis';ra tive
er'rd cul;ur,a1 rıgh';s. Hcıvever, v,rhen tho 1aw granting autcno[§.

t; Iiurdisten v,tıs pdss3d (1974), the gcvernment at f irst attenp,leri

tc prunc the Kurdısh reg:i_cns (large oi1 deposits lr/ere disccvereJ
in .ıne cf i;hcnı), :ınd then f o]-]_cı"ıed t}ıe bureauc::stic enfc]:cement

of this 'l .ıııı ı,.ith the resu]-t thai; thc prercgaiive s cf the lccı]-
ıu ilıc-;: İ,ı'y \,/3.j:o ii]:]^Cgc]ted by the centı,af govr:rnment. A sİmİlar

fate ıve::toclı thc f975 1aıv on the ri5hts cf Iruqi citizens of

Assyr"i;n ır,igin.
Join,i;}y ıvith o,iher nationa]_-democratic forces, tlıe Irıqi

Corınunis; Pıır';y is ncrt directing its efforts ^bcwa::ds s3curi-ng

the forrıaticn cf .: na-iiona]_-dercocr-;-bic frcnt governmont i,iüa-b
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ll.

y,/ould bir ]i]!n to ell noticnal and progressive f crces, resclving
problerırs vl-i;al ,:;c the Iraqi people, and ensuıing demccratic

righis tc tho ızcrking people and rea]- auicnomy to Iraqi Kurdist-
a]1. It ic insisting on an int3rnationalist apprcach tc tho

nııticn;li iies qu.-.s ii]ı1., 9.n epproach thtı t wou]d gueranieü the

naticna1 _ıight cf the Kuı.ciish peopJ_e tc se f f -<i e te rnrine ticn,
end hellJ -5; uıriie A_:_ıbs ,,iıi th the Kurds and cthcr ethrr:l c ııinori-ties
iıı ,th: c,-ı]n]n s-;ruggle against imiıerieJ_isıı, for liberation anc

sıc j.ı1 p]]cgressj.

Th: sp,:al;c:rı sjlür.sscd thct i,'ı ,,rcs impırtant to char-i vı;ıys

oİ resclvİng irhe n.r,;i(rna]-j.ties qucs.bicn thet, as the cxpericnc,-.:

of tjıe Grea l Octcber and ııther sccielist rr,vo]-uticns has sho v,tı,

ııııuld c;ıen t}-ı.ı: ;oıc] to in,ü erna tiona]-is t friendship amcıı,g the
wırlıing peo.ll: of diff ercnt na tiona ]_i'ui es , t: uıity f cr s join.b

st;ug6le against natiınal and scciaf oppression. [his
explıins ı,ı§, sc ııuclı cttenticn ,ııa.s focussed at the synposiunı
on tile ,ı:,es e n-l; fcrnufıticn of the questicn of the right of
netİons ,b,ı s ı]f -cl;'; erııina ticn up to anc1 includİng secessicn ancl

the foı,m.- ticn of indel)ende.ııt ste-bes.

S elf-Dc t e rm]-na tion and §ec essic,n

At the sympcsiurn the question cf free secessicn was raised
jıı the brcad sense. 'ffha t should be the overa].l Epproach tc thİs
rd4ğt in tb.e present naticnafitles situation, t*Iich in many
Af rican and .A.sian cclultries is bj,gh]y rlynaıaic ,:ııd ıı oblle and
w:itnesse s ,ihe gro ıvth 6f ıtoW natİons and nationglitiee? lİha-b

\
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23.

are thc 1:.ng-ierm f<..ırms cf s elf -d etermina tiı,.n? Hoır <ices the

denccra';ic princiılc cf sclf-dcterminaticn relate tc thc tıims of

the c1;,ss, ant i-imp cria 1is t struggle in i.ndividua'l countries

and on ';he international scene?

]ııı"!ıqı_]__!i zrğ9g dreı,ı atti:nticn tc gome of L,enin l s pr.!}ouac e_

ments ın ihis subj cct. Chanıpioning the princip]-ed class

appı,cach ,tc thı .:igh,b tc free secessİcn, above ıı11 in the

context ıf ihe pi,e-r,cvcluticnary reafİİİes cf Russia, Lenin

iyrcte: iiTle ;r.: in i; ırc uıı :ı:i auLı:ıcrll f cr __eJL p.ııts , ıvc are in
favour cf the Ligb!, to secession (and noi in favour of everyone ı s

s qc_e_d,j_ng l ). Au,tcncr^iy is ıur plan :icr orge,nising a dı:mocratrc

state. Seccssicn is nct ı,tha,i ,,v: plan at el1. trVo cic no-ı sdvoca';c

seccJ.;i!i-].... Bu'; .,;e stı,nd for the gig$ tc secede owing to

r::;c-',j_ )nz:y , Gr,,:t-Russiatr na }İına]_ism, i,vhich has sc besmirched

thc idıı of na'üi,rna1 coexisience 1;ha t scmetim:s closer ties ı,ıri 11
a

be cı,iablishec] _eügr frce sccgssicnl"o Thus, ,,zhile accentuating

the highly ı,;acticna.ry chğracter cf the refaiicns between natio-
n;litj es in tsı;iı,; Russia, ıvh en the nec:ssj-ty fcr f ree scce s-
sicn ;ı_,ı; gener.i ied by virtuelJ_y e:trene circums tı:.nc cs , lenin
ncne,ihılcss guvJ pıric]:i by to llnation.,ı]- coexiste.ncel!. DJ_sevıher:,,

he s_,ıcciıılly ıı;kes thc pcin,b thet the right tc s elf -o:.t errnina -
tion ı-,f nıticns llis not the equivalent of a dernand fır separa-

tion, f .::agıı,Jnt ı ti]n end the f ornation cf sna]_1 stıtesll , an<i

inrplies only ı: conıisbcn-b |luxpıcssion of strugglc ugainst a11

b V I 1.,cnİn, Ccllected Wc::ks Vc1. 191 pp. !O0-5O1 .
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,A

na'ü-ona] opr]rcsşicnrt.i HeIu we havc e negıtivc attiiude tc

ngtiına]_ p;rticuJ_arisn, vıhich divictes ıııo rking people cf diff .,-

rent nııtiinali l;i -:s. - ı.,tı.th. the abc]_İtion cf na,cicna1 cppi,essicn,

especi;l1y i.İs most oc]icus f crms (ccloni;]_İsm ancl o,ı;hcrs ), the

1ı::csıect ariscs cf estab]_ishing new relations anıong pecples,

of uni';ing ,bhcn,ı i.n thc j cint struggle for sccia] progress--

s ucjı. is ihı l --81c of T.,e ninl s thinking.

i,iıhrıud Azıci anc] cther s i)eakers noted that the experİence

cf .che Oc.ccber R.vılutic.n in Russicı bore cut the str.:tegic guİde-

1ine ı.f ihe Bclshevilr Party tciı,ıards the at-iainmınt cf the

e;ıoch-rıal:ing a im cf the volrrntary union of na ticns 1ibera tcd

fron ';hc yoi:c cf capiie 1ism. 'ilif e itself ,l? said Yuri Andropoıı,

Generı l Se cr,o,bıı,:y cf thç C?SU Ccntreı } Conımit-ie;, in ,ihe

repori tıfhe USSR Is Six,ğylı1 '?and f orrıidable economic , sccia1,

foreign-pc"l icy1 and dcfence problems conıpe}lıd the need to ralJ-y

thc pc-ples, i;c unite the republics tha -i; sprang up on the

ruinı.; of ';iıc Ruı ıi:,n Empirı . "B

In the di:,vcloping ccuntries, toc, af ter they ,ırin ;oo1iticı1
freerlciı, 'çhc scicniific int eıpre-ba t j.on cf the right of nations

to ;-;,:lf-Ce i e,:,rıining, i.ncluding the right cf frec secession,

st:r..; f:-,ın ihı: n.Jı,.] fcr steacif astly o ernocra,i;ising the relııticns
bc"Lı,;:ın ,the _ııılılcs inhabiting ihis or that rnu]_tinationa]- 'ount-
ry . !.u:thei, c i ihı_, synrposium attontiın ı,,ra s also dr;ç"Tr tc thc

fac,b'ıhct c,-n,i;inued cıpi,,"a]_ist and pre-capita-lişt exploitatİon

Ibicl., Yc}.. 22, p. 146.

ğg@, December 22, i-982.
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al:

in rııırıy bcur5co is-ori ent çcl countries affects the entire

structu::e of ,ihc 1inks bctwcen naticnalities.
We sha11 cırii3ntly see r.currcnces of the aspj.r::ticn for

sec:ssicn, o_' a,bi.,npts to achieve it by one v!ıay or 3nother,

ş6ı d .dpollcn Davidscn. Hoiııever, the c]_ass, di;ılecticaf assr:s-

smen* of tendencios of this sort iakes a11 the pros and c oııs

intc e.,ccount. Fo:: exarnple, in the coatext of independent

anti-ino.pel,i;li"st develcpment a further fragrnentation of exist-
ing African st*tes according to ethnl_c attrj.butes would not be

a progressive dcvelopment. lluch 1ess so ıvheı1 the predominant

trend is towards consıılidatiııg the achieved sovereign,ty and

the nıa in threat continues to cone fron the intrigues of ihe

imperialists and their allies, ıvhc are dcing their utmost tc

enccurego precİsely c entrj.fuga 1 forces. A 1egitİmate question

is: lti1l not secession 1ead to the return of foreign oppression

in iis vrcrs t neocolonialist form? The experience of Blafra
and the separa,iist impulses els evilere give much focd for tbou€ht.

Ienin distingui shed objective nationa]- taslçs facing the

opp],cssDd peoplcs of ccfonies.9 One of thesc tas]is totlay, sııiil
S a+ğ_j{l trı., i.s -;ha,i of eoononıic liberaticn. This is in thç

dircct intı:rest cf ell the pecplcs inhabiting this cr that multi-
nı;;ionıı]_ c ıun'u:,,y. Tho e truggle fcr ,ühis 

a nti-imperiu ]is t eıim

can b: rıosi effcctiv: if therı is unity among the working

pe,',;1ı1:, ıınicnğ thc dernccr.ı';ic foIcos, regaı:clless of nationali'iy,
rc_]-igion, oı cas,te. It is characterisiic that the seıraratist

a
Sce V.I. lenin, Co]_1c c,ied 1Tc VaJ-, 23ı p. 59,'
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26.

benr]encie s enccurageci frcm ıTi_thcut in ıı.o.,:thıves t ınc] nort.lıeas,b

Indi: ıırı: nourished by particularis,i; nationalis'; cgoism, cne

of ıirhcs u ha1]_m.arks is th:t it ignores the dostiny ı;f -i;h u 1ibe-

ra,i;işır ı.ı:v.i,ı:nt as R ,,,ıho]_:.

l{ııcv.:r, tıkc a f undarıentally diff crent e>ıampie : i;he

secJssi,jn cf B.ınglaciestr f::crı ?akistan. Althcugh ';hj_s ,,va s

dcıa:ndeC by the Bengali n:ıticne] rnoven,ı:nt cnly at a ce::taln

stagc, ı.rı h:vc herc a casc ıvhere harsh naticnel oppression and

direct econcnic c:ıp}cita';ic.n cf cne part of a country by anc the;,

made, -iı usc LJ.nii,].t s şıcrds, ltnatio,na1 ccexistenccll impossible.

The f ib,:rc-}i,-,n s,uru551e ııf the Banglariesh people vıas f ollcvıcd

vıith dııo rrnıi cr: -ianding by a11 1ırogressive and Cenocratic

f o.ı:c e s a,ncı rec eivec1 unequivcca1 suppor-l; frorn fndia and the

Scvi e '; Unicn.
lilnc bencf i,l;-.<1 by this secessicn? Of cıurc:, the peoılc

lİbe:::ıtecj f ı:oı-ı o D]ı::esscl,s. Socession ccntrİbuted to the

deei,cnj_ng cf the anti-iüp eria lis t p::occss, t:lthcugh af terııards
qui;J a icıv c]ifficuities arose. The experience cf Bangladosh

shciıs i;hi.. t cvcn after ihe co]_onial sys,tem has crurıblecl the

naticn--ı1 ııcvenen'; :ıgains'; opnı:ession uay ob j ectively 1ead to

s,batc s elf -c;t:rnİna,tİon, İ.e., secessicn, prcvİdecl, cf ccursc,

tha^i 'chis is i,c.ıl 1iberatio.n and ,not the rc,olacement of one

oppİesscr by ano,t}ıe::, tı s:ıy noihing cf İnst.nccs vrhen

seccssiın srgnifiı:cı -;he birth cf virtuaıly non-İndepandent

anc] ncn-vi;blc s,i,,::,i, e f c::nıa ı;ions.
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27.

Hoı,ıcvc::, i,l; ı,ıa s not,;cl j_n rnaı\y pcı]ers , ı,e cogniticn of th:

possibiJ_ity cf seccssi-cn (the experience of Bang}idesh 1s by

nc nleaİ].s a ::uı c in the. regicns uıc.ler discussicn) cxcludes one-

side.ln:s€j, the ccns-ignnıent to oblivion of thc great iıieal of

thc Ccmııunistş anil r,ı1]- o'ı;her progressives, namely, the unity

cf -i]ıc pcopl_e, nctrıbly of the v,rcrking people cf diff,:::ent

ne'çion.: iii;ic r: , in cth,jr lvorals, the int erna tiona fis t aspeci

cf ,b.lıc ani;i-irıpcri; lis t struggle.
Chris,biğ.n liıi elrrd c1 c;l]_ed e ttcnticn to hoıv the Ethiopian

revclu,bicnaries hğve fcrmulated tbeir prcgramme on the natic-

nalities qucsticn. The Pol1tical Manifesto adopted in Asmara

in January 1982 ststes: lt... the right of a nationality tc

determine its c r,rn desi;iny includes th; rieht tc seced -,ıı

(ita]ics by i;h; Edi,bor). l,(o re cver, this dccumcnt s"i}s ihat

reccgnit,icn of thj_s right dcıs .not ııean thai l'any nationality
can secedc ıt any tiııeli. Further, it says that this right has

to bc consider:d in acccrdance with the intercstş of the

pccplc, chj.ef ly of ,ihe ıvcrking class, ıvhich has l'thc his-;cric;l
missicn of ıbolishing a11 forıns of exploitaticn and o1ılırcs-

10
sicn and vri'ch thc develcpmental stage of the revo]-utioniı.

T.[ı,-. par;icipants in ihe symposiuro noted the uıfading signi-
f icancc cf leninı s f orı:iu]-aticn cf the questicn of the z,ight

of n;';i cns tc fiee s e]_f -d ı terrııina tion up to and including
se ccssi.cn, end Jf hi.s prcpcsiticn thıt this shou]C not be

confu§ccl ızl th ,bhe questicn of ihe l|gdvisability of secessicn
by a given n;-,-:icn a'; a given ııcment"rf 1 lı'{lıere sccial cleveloo-

10 See llhe E';hic pian i{era ld iebruaıy 2, l-9B2.

p. 3o?,
11 v.ı. lenin, ted Works Yol.241
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2a.

nen,; prccçec]s 51cng a prcgressiııe, d,enocrıtic channel prcminence

m:ıy be :ıcquiı,ed by f ,ırms ııf cchabitationı of n,'!iOns ensur:ed by

f ede,ı:atiın :ına autoncmy. 'Ihe future be]_cngs tc these forrns as

is bcrne ğut by 'uhe succe-qsfu1 experience cf naticna1 cınstı-uc-

,ciın İn the sıci:lisi countrİes. The path of s--,ciafİst feder:l-

ism aircı tlıe gr-.nting cf the ı,ıidest autcn:,ımy tc f oı,nıerly

oi,;p,:csscc1. pecpi-es h:ve cpened for these pecpfas s broad possi-

bility for impJ_eıııeniing i;treir right to s elf -de terrnina-Li cn,

joining ,their dcstiny ,bo that of other fratc"n;f pecples in a

clc ı e-kırit f ıinıly.
The synpısiurn ccnsiciered the errornous value of the Sovi,:,b

experience cf rcs-ılving the naticn:fities questicn--frorn the

vievrpıin,t cf its applicability to the specific conditicns of

n.irrjr Ceveloping coun';ries and, especially, f rorn the vieı,çcint

i.f :-,bs ı,ıe,;hc d ı1o gic e 1 significance.
Fo,, ı'he first tinıe 1n worlc] histc:cy, tha,nks tc ,ihe

ccnıis'cen* cı enrc c r,a tisnı of the proletarian pc'{ver, nolılıressecr

pecplcs ıf a huge ı.ru]_tiırationa} corıntıy, v{hioh yı",:t § jrıstifiahJy

callcci ;-, !lpriı:.ıı1 cf ıecpleslt, \,,/e re abf e tc ir;ıplernen'i; fullY

thai:: righ-b i; cı s e]f-ü eternination both ju::idically and in

f;ct. This right becanıe the idec}ogicaf anC poJ-itica1 fcunda-

ticn fcr the volürnt;r,y uni-by of e1]_ naticns in the siruggle to

ove-,:thrc,ı ':sa_,ism ınd buİı d a ne ı,,; society,

The sıciefis,L revclutio.n gğve a]1 the ,oec,plcs ıf the

fo]]me.ı Russiın enr]i]:e the rea1 iıcs;ibility cf themse]ves chcos-

ing -bhe f ırrı cf scvereign life: fr:om fufl siatc indelıendence

(secese :_ın) tc a union cf naticns a.nd naticnülities that haci
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shi:ken off ,l;h.- yclie of exoloi,bütic.n, a ıı"ni cn in ı.,,,]ıich ,they lrave

-ihc ı.,i gir,i ic .tr;,;i crıı.,1 s';.ıtehcoc], in ı,vhich equa}i-iJr and volurrta-

ry unificJ,:iın ıf ,]:h e unicn ;,epublics implies +"he preseı,vaticn

tc cıch cf -ihe ::igh,t *o fı:e; secessicn fronı th: USSR,12 ı
uniın ia ı;hich the b::,.ırlest au,Lcn.rny is simuf tanecı.ısly cnsured

,İo :l11 ,thc nJti:lnı]_itieı ciesirİng ,ıc implcrıeni their righi tc

s:lf-riete::nıin;ııi,ı,n in ,this \:Iay ) 3 unj- c r]. in ıvhich the iıımutabl:

guiıı:line cf ilre Ccn-irıuni s t Party toı,.,,:::cis the cire ııing ,tcge,ther

of eif 1 nc-ticns i.ı nd nr,iionelities has m;de int errn:ı,"'i on; lis t
ccnsciousnes. a n,cf,n aırd ruf e cf lif e, llOur e;ıperience, ll

lenin vı:ote, 'lhes lof t us vıi,b.lr the f iı:rı ccnviciion that only

exclusive atteniio,n tc the interests of various ncıtictrs caıı

renove grıunds icı conf 1icts , c.ın renorre inutua1 rıis,t::us i, can

reıacve -i.tı.i, f e:ı: cf .;ny intrigues gnd c],eate thtı t confıti.cncc,

especi:ılly cn ,ihe 
1ıar,"; ıf ı,ııı:i:ers ı.ncl peesants speııkj.ng diffe-

rent l aaguüges, ı,ri_ th,_ı u,ı' ı,vhi ch theıe absofu+"ely cırrnct be

peacefu1 rcl.:'ıions betıve r:n peoples or aıry'chin5 like ı success-

f ul i ev,:1c iırnen"i; ıf everything tha-b is of va lue in pı,es ent-day
1,]

cJ-V]-l-ıj.i -tj]_o1,I. " -

By r--ic;lly ;estr.ucturing the eccnomic basis anC the

entj_re s:ciıl1 s:ilucture , the iıcrfcits firsi; scciglisi; cöL]"ntry 1ed

by Lhc Pc::,iy of I_.,c nı.n, it wıs sıid at the slrllp3şiuııı, built a neıı

class found;,i;icn f c:: relatlc.ns be,ıı,,ıeen na'ı;iona liti es , tr'roeci

of ,thei:: oı ıressive, :xılciial;ive charıctei., these ı:sserted

12
ğ̂e e Ucns ü].tu-'r]-on (Fundşrae,nta1 la ı.r c:] the Unicn cf Scıvie-i,-

I3 V. I. lenin, Ccflected trTorks

S oci ı lis t R.e ııı-ı.b iic s liosccıv, ü977, p. 56.
jı^] 1a _ ..rlJ.1,. )), p. ,!JU.
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therıs.:lves as etiu::1 a,nci essentiiıliy ietern;:tirnılist ::e]aticns

aacng f İateı:na1 pecples. Thİs strİkİngly accen,t,u; ted the

incıivisib}c 1ini; bc-bııcen the sclution of the nıticnıfities

ques'ıi:n ınd -;hc b:ısic tasi:s cıf ,i;he s-cia1 revolu,i;icn, T|us

ı.ıı s; i'ully b ı::nc cut tlre theıry of l,i:ı rx a,nd lenin th" t bh,:

naiicnalities question can cnly be i,esclved on a c]_i:ss bı-isis.

]da-!İcn{rf clil:r::...ı:c] ı,nc e1l fo::,ms cf r,;ciaf and nğticns1 inecluality

ana tr,o!"e§sİon -,:ec ede into ,l;he p;s t tcge,üher lui';h socie]

antügrnisns.
Tlre ;hc;:cy ;:nj prac-bice of nationa]- const,ructio,n uncier the

]_eec,].c::ship cf tlıe sta,ie of t.lıı, c_Lİctatı:i:ship of the p:roletaı:İst

has be;:.n enriched in the pııst few decadeş by the experience

of n;ny scciılis'; countries. The Ci-ı]lieCi s;]-uticn of the

na ticnaliu;ies clues,iion, said Hc Ch i 'Q-n- (Comiıunist ?arty of

Vie,;nıııi), is ı ı,';;:ı,';ı,gic airn of the Vietnaııesc reyolu,iion,

Tha,alis tı the c;;.:cct ,ocli cy pursııeC by i "* at eıl1 s';ages of

thc r:vılutİcn, '}lıu Corımunis,b Part;, 91' Vi,:tn.;rn rra s ab]-e ic

f ı_rs c -;irı l,evcf u-i;icn;..,:y pote ıtiııis of r;he naıticnalitİes j_nhe. bi i;-

ing the c cuntry. All--and thera ı.,:e ne;:rly 60 cf thenı--ı,ıeıe

3çf,i vc in tjıe c,,]rugsle f cı, in<lepcn.ienco, f reedon, and scciılisn.
Tİre e-;.lrnic inincıi,iies pli"yed a iaı:ge ;ı,ıı:t in the liberation
bı i-tleı iig.ıinı',; thc Ire.nch cılcnielists, US iıııper,ialists, end

C]ıine ıe e].]ıG.nij]:i,nj_s,ig. The pı:rty!s policy ,t<ıduy has no o bhe-::

puii]'.,s,] l;]ı:ın ,bc ensul,e -bhe equality ;f nıtionalities in ıfl
a]]e|,s, to creı,j;e tiıe conrii,bicns f ır the tcte1 abcf i tiın of

ecct].crlic anc] cul ;ur;1 dispa-,:ities betıveen the 1,;rges,i na';icnali,iy

(cet]-eci Vie';s cr Kinhs ) aniL the eihnic ıiıin,uıities cf ihe
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3I.

p]:,ins ın,j the rocufı ti.iiı1 regions. the v/ay tc ochiı,ve this is
,Lc pıcr,ıoic their o ı-ıtı eccncnıic snd cu]_-irul,a 1 d.eveloprıent, and tc

extcnd the trınsrcrb and tr;dc, netıv-orks. Anothcr mıı j or tiıslı
is tı irl-: iır s]<il ]_edı including rncnageriıf , ınıor}lers snıc,ng the

rnino::j.';ics.

T,he e:ıpe::i.ence of sccialist ccuntries, ııctably cf the

Sovie-; U.ııi:n, in f undırnen'ually res-iructuring the rel.i'cicns

he,bıve :n nı iic,naliiiers, i,b wti g ssid in many of the papers read

at the syrnpcsi_um, gives a11 revcluticna::ies end denrccrgts .ı

knc';ılciige cf ıvh: t ğye nc\( timetesied uıderlying iırinciples cf

such Jc,iiv1';y, a ,,ride spec,ijrum of ccncrete fcrms of crganising

the life ,:f the ciiff erent pecples of ı rnu]--iino ti-na } state.

T.,ineuistic Prcb]erns

Ques'ıj.cn b:r Sa ';iıiaya Sudirnan (Comınuıist Pa rty of Indcnesiı: )

tc Saradı i,Ii,b::a: 'fi}rıı i are the pı:cspects for making Hindi a

1anguage of in,'erccur,se bet,,veen na tionalities? ]ıtrha t are the

difficuliies? -ıitr: ı is the stanc] ıf the Ccmrırııist P:ı-ı:ty cn

this n;';-i c ı,?

S_:-l;_ul j.li',;r1;: At p::esent Ilindi is an cff icia1 1anguage

"r"rr"İ-Tİn. The populı bicn of Nc.thern end C(:nt,,ef

India s;ıeıks Hindi or ı,elatcd dialects, ıvhile in the §cuth,

ncri;heast, and ı;es-j l;here are highly developed 1ocai 1a.nguages

ı,,ıi,i;h ı rich 1i,ue;a,iure. The attenıpts to fcrce ttre use of i]iıcli
as 9 sta,;Ğ 1ıagu;:ge failed because c",f ıesis'c;nce froıı non-

Hi.niii-spe ılıing s _;aios. Englis.lı continues tı ıerve as ';he
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)2.

languı.ıg: cf iniır.ccurse betvıeen the central governnlen,ij end thc

states ',;hat d:, no,t recognise Hindi as their official longuage,

anC alsc in -ihe int:rcourse betiveen these s,bates.

T+ h. ., -,"] ı,.r,ö 'ceen the stand of the Comnrunists that ncne.!u .rIJa i-].lvc:J. l

of ,;he rnciian l-nguagcs shou]i] have priııri ;y, and thai Hindi,

alcng ,;d_i;h Bnglish, vıculd ccniinue tc be used throughcut Inıii:--ı

a,nd th:; ,ln ihe futura it ıvculd be voluntarily accepted by all
the st;ıte l; ıs the l;nguage of intercouı,se between nationali.'ı;iıs,

as ,;he lrlinJr J_anguagell . The Cc nımıı_rri s t Party demanded the

raising ı,f i;he l::nguage questicn in vi e,,v of its cementing

rı1:, giving 'ohe ocpulation of the different regions the pos-

sibility ıf nrai,n'ıaining brcad ccntacts, helping them t,ı break

out cf ethnic-connruna] isolaticn, and prcmcting the unity of

the w.:ıitl_ng class, cf the ıvcrking people of the ccun'rl,y

as c ,,,,ıhıle. To ';his day the Commuıişt Party urges the use

of HinCi a s,; a link language. V/e urge the voluntary introd.uc ticn
of Hindi as., seccnd scho.,]_ language in a11 states lvhere it
is no ; ıi.ıciı:n. !i:ı ny states heve alreaıjy dcne sc.

Satiajııya Sudlm;n; In the ]_anguage is sue the p,;licy of

the Ccrımunj.s,i ?arty of Indonesia was deternined by the

actua1 posiiion th..ı t was held by Bahasa Indonesia in colonial
tiııes. Already then (the close of the 192Os) the patriotic
forces proclairnad a slogan that becane extremcly popular, naıne-

ly: l|On: rnc therland-Indonesia . One nation--Iıdonesian. One

1a.nguage--lndonesian. 'l ihis slogan reflecteo, in particular,
the fact that Bahasa rndonesia was spoken thrcughout the

archipelago, where it ıııa s 1ong used as the 1i.nk language of
the marly e,bhnic groups, big and sma1l, inhabiting Indonesia.
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12

Af t,-.r independenc e vjas won Bahas9 lndcnesia weı s f irmty establish-

ec as tlıe naiiı)nal 1anguage predcminant in state and public

1if t, an(l ı-his ıv;:s recorcjed in the Cc.nstitutijn. lhe Co rıımu,ni.,; t

Par,;y and c-:hcr pairictic f,ırces have ricne much tc reinfcrce

its pcsiti;-,n, hJjaing the struggle fcr the decclcnise,üicn cf

cu]ture. l{ri';ers ,,,,ri th a c]_ıse effini,by to the Communists in

the c ı,n,i e;ı,;' ci huıı.:nisra and demccratic vieivs have produced

meny 1i,ber,ar"y ,jrcrl(s j_n Bahasa fndcnesia that heve wcn reccgni-

ticn 1n in(iınesiJ .l ncl abrcsd., The CPI regards Bahasa Indonesi,.

as ı ma j,:r f cctor ccnsc}idating the eme]]gent Indonesian natİoıı..

Senou ?athe Gueye: lhe Ccmmunists ]_ay stress on the

significanc.: of' a c.mnlon 1anguage. Its rcle wilf be seen as

all tire ıncre signific:nt if it is taken into account i;hat as

it becotıes mcr.: ı,ı-idespread one of the local 1ınguages has

the 1ıc-;c.ntial t: beccrne an instrument of the decc]_onisaticn ıf
culiur:, hılp :: ti,:ngthen the peoplets, dernccratic ef emon,t in

culture, cnd re]_ease cu]-ture]_ li-f e from irnperialisi influenc-,.

The pııt:ıic,;ic fcrces cf Senega1 are nci\r acting against

Frı:nch hegenırıy in ,bhis sphere, worlting tcwarcis the naticn's

cultu.r:1, riem;ciatic 1 aü.- I€volutionary re juvenation. Cu:ı

pec,:,1e "ııi: enlıh:ıtically oppcsed tc the predcminaticn cf French

as ;he cfficj_al lenguage; it is spcken by less than a quarter cf

the pılıulation. iJcıvcver, cne can herdly agrea vrith those

pat::ic,iic circles, vıhc, v,rhi]e seeking tc change the 1inguistic
situa1;icın in Seneg:1, suggest svıitching f rom French tc the

languag: cf ,;he !{olof c th.nic grcu.o. It is nct native tc the
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34.

otheı: ethıic groups. It is questionable tha b a simlıle replace-
ment of ot,ı,e language by uno,üher w:| ]_1 be effective. The

j-nıpcrtcnt ,bhing is ;c ensure equality of the naticnal languages,

ano in Senega1 thi: ı,vculd rnean creating favourable conditicns
for the uevelcpnıent of a]_1 of them. To use l,eninls wcrds, the
ttre quireme,n,ts ıf eccnomic exchange''14 will shcw ivhich cf
them is cıes-Lin;,ii ;ı beccıne the 1j_nk J-anguage,

Furthe;, r shculd 1ike tc nıake the pıint, said Sernou

Pathe Gu a , tha t leninıs approach tc culture generally is
very tcpical inriee d. l{İr en ıııe Communis.bs speak cf the develop-
mant ;f the larrguage and cf the na tilıne]_ cultures of pecples
ıııho hed fırı,,ıerly been in colcniel bcndage ııe have in rnind

the resı,'oıa iicn of the democratic, pecnle ı s element, in othez,

wcrcis, cf ev.rything that makes their cu]-turra1 heritege part
of i;he ,i;rc aı ure-s ı ore cf wor]_d culture.

The es tablishrae nt cf the pecp}e t s povıer brings ı.."i th it
the ıossibility t;f ıaki.ng a fundementaJ_J-y neiı apprcach tu
quesii.cns cf nationa]- ğıld cul!-uraJ_ development, vusizwe seme

nctecj. A c::;i: in poi,nt is the attitude of the Mozambiqan

revıluti-,ıla:ıies tc t}ro Por.tugııese lg_ngııage. I,b is useC as
ihe of fj-r: j..ıl l an,güıage (ihere are six principa1 languages but
ncne is s,.ıo]ten by anybody except the eihnic grcup using it).
Bilingualisıı is p::acticedı Pcrtuguese is the language of Dublic
and s';a ie f if ., anı eff ortş are being rnaoe to developı .bhe

lccai nıiion;l }angueges.

14 V.I. Lenin, ğo,]_1eitea Works, Vo1 . 19, p. .?54.
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Equallty anal a1l-slded developnent of languages, j,t ,ıvas

said at the syuıposiurn, gre lmportant factors helping tc re,ıov_ı

inperialist influence iğ cu]-ture and ideolosr1 accelerste ıh,

process of ossooietion betweeı the different natİonalities.. c,"rd

direct the deveJ.opıneht of thts process into the channel of

progress.

T_ermtno_}pEt

Sorne of the speakers raişed tbe guestlon of the need for

a mcre precise use of concepts anai categories relating to the

specific s.ute of nationalittes problems with account of

concrete aatioıalj.tles sltuattons.
Raja Cc].Iule iıolnted out that in Asian and African countries

the birttı of statebood often preceded the fornation of natiıns.

W]ıat w'ill be the furtber petb of tbe process by w}ıich this

or t}ıat people aoquires the basio i.niiicati,on§ of 8 given

socio-histortcal eıtity? Aıe we dea}ing witb a sltuaticn in
which one or severaI ettııİc grou9g are aotu€lly acquirj-rıg the

f egtuies cf a natlcn? If that is tbe ca§e ı caıx we use the

accepted termino1o6r? Tbese qııestio§s were raised by other

speakers as well,
In tbe vievı cf s z vıe Seme , the different ways in which

the ccncept of nati.ong 1s ıııderstocd in African aııo

Asian ccııntries sooıer lead to Aonf,uşlon than explaiı conrplex

nationalitles situations. Some of, the exi,sting ethnic gr.ups

have nıarly l,f not a11 the attrlbutes of a nation" If ıve use

the tern tribe, cur cieftnttton nlgbt take tnto account not sc
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.ra

Buch ,ühe quantltatlyc oharacterlstlcs (of a relatively sma11

group of pecple) as the developııeıt trends of these cogımu-nitie;,

Are we Eot faced ıı,ltb tbe aeoesst§r of epeclfying more precisely

the accepted teıımlıology in the §attoğallties question?

the question of terniıo1o6r ls extıenely i.nportant, but

tt wculd hardly be correct to clranattge tbe situation in this
sp'bere , said lıLi]çha il I,azarev. A coneentration of attenticn
eolely on tbe purely ternlaologi.cal espect of the oatter w11]-

bardly help to uıderstaıd neı,v phenoaeıa. 3esldes, tbe questions

theıns elves have on tbe wbole been resolved. !oı, ma.qy decades

Marxlst socis]. scienoe bas been usJ.ng cate5ories and coacepts

tbat şerve as rellable lıstruııeıts for aıalyslng the nationali-
ties guestion. Despite t]ıe kaleidoscopio nationa].ities situa-
tton 1ı Asla aıd Afıiea, we see tbat iı tbe East there are

ııations tbat be6an to take shape duıiag coJonle]. tirıes and

have now reached the ııeitiıı developnont 1evel (Tuıks, Persians,
Burrnese, arıd scne Indtan peoples) and that t}ıere are ethnic group,g

(thlğ is the nıcst widespread categoıliı oD iıüose basis the

fo:mıatloı. of nations i,s proceedin8 tıtensively). In ııany

instanceş aı etiınlc group hae s tribal structure. Iı other

words, the stadiaI lornula used in our scleıoe, nanely, tribe-
etJınto group-netloıı retains lts ot6niftcağce.

We should ıınquestioıab§ taice the aew ooıdltions of the

formaticn of various e thnlg connunlttgs l,ato oonsideration, seid
ADqUto§.D_aJEUlşqğ. Prcolee§ Eurocentriso; ııüicb appeels to the

Eurcpean experİence ağd ı8 ı,rltİespread amoıg bourgeois polito1o-
gists, questions the proepect of tbe fornation of new asian and
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Afric;ın nıtions: ı,,rj_ thin exis,ting siates. It is iııperal;ive

tı ta]ce in-bc acccun-b the dynamics of the naticna1 prccesses

thenselv:s, said Serad: Iıitra. Vieııed in the contej.t cf the

Eur,ı;ıe ;,n experie,nceı, very rlany n9 ıiınaf conımunities, ıs ıTa kncw

thenr, ııa s,iil] in ,!he pr<.ıcess of fcrm:ticn.
At the syrıpcsiurı it wıs agııe:ri that in the 1ight of

ı,,ıha-i ı,ta s :,-,id i'c !y-,uld hard]-y be ccrrect to speck of ılpure

f crnısll--i.ıhe,bhe:: i'; is cf tribes , ethnic groups , or na tic.n§.

ltatj_cn;f ,r;cJsses sre 'ıaking place befcre our eyes. Reality

İ,n Afric.n anc As-lan cıı-rntries prcvidcs many ex:mples of hcını

the v; -.]i jus 
"-i 

i iı:ibrr;'es of na,bi<ıns in the process ıf fcrmatlon

or cınsclid:tion a.:e acquiring a ccntent of their ,:,ıın. Their

ııeıy en.jI6ence ce,rınct be a single act; it is determined by th:
dialec,!;ics of ıoci:..] pr.)cess3s. fn s,:ıme C.rses the eccncmİc

factcr iı precioırinan-b at cei,tain stages (intensive iieve lcprnen';

of ,l;he dclivstic nrır}ıet, and sJ c.n), i.n ;i}ıers a huge rofe is
playıd by -: c:ıınıon language, by o c]ritmon culture, ı,üich

ccmııensetes fcr the unc] erd evelo pment cf econcmic links. In

this cas:, Loo, 'ıhe concrete historice,l upproach retains its
oi o.ni f ,,i a,. na av 4 t>414 f

A1] ;he parl;icipants in the sympcsiunr stressed ihe irnpori-
anc. ci cen i;J_nuing the elaboraticn ,ıf v;ricus aspec-is of the

n;iio.n,:]i,;ics que;:,bicn, ,kaicing intc t,ccıunt its 1ıreseni sta'be

in Asi;n ;:nd Afı:İcıa countries. fhis cluesii()n, ,;üich is one

cf the rnos ı cırınle;< in the history of humankind, is truly resclv*
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38.

ed cn]_y ulder scci;]_isn. But even ıvhere explciting relations

are precıcıninınt (.s is the case in rncst <-, f the ccuntries cf

t.lıe c;ntinen,,'s tha,; rıere discusseci), the Ccnıınunists and other

patricts cın do ı]iiucil by sugg.,sting concr:ete vıays of resolving

the naticnı}i,ties o.uestion ı,.rithin the fi,amevıor]< cf the struggle

for the ı iı;ıs of the natiınal-detnocratic revolutio.n, urriting

thc iıc rlıing pecple ıf different nationalities around theın,

uphclcling c-ieün!cr.,tic practic es, denouıcing bourgecis .na ticna1-

isrn and. chauvirrisrıı, and urging interna tionalis t f ri endship

arıong .;ırking peıi:,ie . A strict ıccount cf the natİınafitİes
f ::c,"'cr is ı,f gc inoıspensable üc radics] refcrms ı,zhere the

first stel]s have been taken towards building the nei,v scciety.
The v,,ı ı"ı,t e::1ıeriencc of the w;rld revcluticnary mcvement

shoııs th.l _; "'h." causlı of liberıtion, the cause of scci elism iİ
successful if the DıcgrJmme§, ciemands, and ccncıete acticns of

re vc]u,tion;ı,j.es j;;}ıe intc aoccıwıt the naticna1 aspira'cicns end

i.ntere s;s cf ,the ptcples inh;biting the given country. This

cpens u]ı ,bhe rea1 ,ız,ospec t f cr uniting vtcrking 1:copJ-e of

diff e.ren,i na,;i.,ns -;rıııno ];he ii]eals cf gıcj-a1 1iberation anC

progl.ss, i.ıe:is ";h-,ü are cht-..ıishcd by a1!_ -..ı f theuı.
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Lk 11

VTEi,J1'oIIITs

In receni years thej]e repeatedly bave been bitter ethnic
atıd religious conflicts in soıne Asian and African countries,
Regard.less of whether they date froııı the colonial past or
are a procluct of socio-economic d.evel_opınents of recent date,
ethnic conflicts and separatist trends of any kincl endanger

the territorial integrity and sovereignty of nevıly free
countries and a.re wherever possible exploited by the İm-

perialists to promote 'çheir subversive policy of destabili-
sation. The cornınunists and other progressive and democratic
forces steaitfast}y expose communal'k intrigues and plots.
Tbey cto all in their povıer io curb reaction and put an end

to national discorcl and d.ivtsion along religious couununity

lines. They al1 see their idea1 ,in the brotherhood of wor}<-

ing people irrespective of nationelity.
A year a8o rV},{R carried record.s of a symposiuın exeıoplify-

ing a princip}ed scientific approach to the national questi,on

in tbe context of present-day Afro-.,\sian realities. Ehe

folIovıing articles d.eal ,,,v,i t h some concrete situations in
vıbich ethnic conf'licts and religious connunity d.iscord have

taken extrerne, destructive f orrı"os. \That is the background, of
the events in sri T,anka ancl the Indian states of the punjab

and Assarn reported by the ı,vorld. press over the recent period?

what have tbe coırununists been doing to srero cogınunal reaction?
What solutions clo ,ciıey propose!, Tbese questicns are dnslvered

below by Sri Le.niıan and. Indian.leading üoıı-ınunis t s.

'The terros coramunal and copgıryıqliaro

*" , ,"İİ., ;;;rffii" eo.Il:o]-'"r,]
ettınio coırı-ııunitli. 'ihis policy is rnı.,:ked,

chauvinisın touıa.rds pebple belonging to *

or prof essing a 'd.ii;:;,eni; reli;i.-ıı.

are generally applietl
;pecific religious or
b;. intolerance and
diffeİent nationality

"-i:|, ,

OOIJRS.B AGAIITST CHAUVINI§II
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2.

?ieter ],ieunenran

Deputy Chairrııan and CC Political Bureau mernber,

Com_munist Party of Sri Lanka

Q.Connunaldiscord,betvıeenŞri],ankatstwoEıainnational-
ities, the sinhalese and the Tanils, has repeatediy eruptecl into

violence since 1948, tvhen your countıx/ won independence. That

was also the case 1ast sumner, ı.ıh en tlıe d.isturbanceg assumea

major proportions in Colonbo and else,,,,,here. What causes these

recurrent outbreaks of national strife?

ğ. to begin ıvith, T wish to stress tbat, despite their dis-

tinct nationa} id,entities and cultures, the Sİnhalese anil the

Sri Lanka Tamilşl have lived and ınıorked ioget}ıer in tlıe same

countlxr for over 2rooo years. lienbers of both coıcınunitıeş took

part i.n the independence struggle. They con,binue to ııork and

fight togetber in ttıe irade unions, 1eft political. parties anil

demoeratic ıoovements.

Tbis is peramount, conflicts and. vio}ence betıveen thern are

extraneous and secondary. some of these confliçts date from the

feudal past, when, in'the cou}se of dynastic disputes over

suçcession, rival Şinha}ese princes fought one another ıııith the

help of mercenary armies :recruited from India. Inter_community

friction has becorıe peıııanent und.er foreign rule and was fonıentod

and exploited by tbe colonia}i.sts, especia}ly the British, ııvhose

polioy rvas "divid.e .-rnd. ru}ei. .

1 Th" ijiır].,.1ese ııe:ıe. up 73 pe r cetri; of S:ıi Lankal s

and tbe fa.ııils oi 1oc,-ı1 or Indj_:"n o:,igin, a,bıut 20 per
p opulat ion
c ent.--jd..

'ih. ;Dc j(Eround of tiıe Conf lict
a
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l{evertheless, these are pol-itical anal econornic reasons ııhy

Sri ienka has not yet been able to shake off tbe negative legacy

of i,ts past. Take, f or example , the fact that Sri T.ıanka ı s popu-

lation has more than cloubled since independence, ,ıvbile its econoıry

bas remained stagnant, due above a1l to increasecl ilepenclence on

the crisis-riild.en capitalist ıvor}d econonyo Our econoınic woes

stem chiefly froın the fact tbat thı,oughout tbe past clecaiies all
governnents have tı:ied, ıvith diminishing success, to clevelop the

oountrxr on capitalist lineş o

}]cononic stagnation, coupled t"ith the marked. populatlon

groıvth, has macie conpetition harsher in areas like erıployrnent in

tlıe public sector, the ttistribution of state 1ancl anong tLıe 1and-

less peasantry, and access to bigber, scientific, tecbnical, antl

professiona} etlucation. It be-s also aggravat ed, rivalries in

trade and industry for a bigger share ln fine.ncial assistance

from state banks. In step.ıvith this, conpetition for state por,ıer

prerogatives opening opportunities for state patronage has in-

t ensified.
The bourgeoisie, .the 'ıelite't of botb the Sinhalese ancl the

Eamil communities, bave used. this situation to further their

class economic and politioal inteı,ests, and sonetimes thoir own,

personal ends. By appealing to nationaltstic sentinent and

inciting conmunal prejud.ices, they have sought to vıin support

from the petty bourgeoişie ancl the broail nasses in their res-

pective etbnic conrnunities. This Iine of action bas clividecl the

workers of d.iff erent nationalities and to soüe degree d.iverted

the attention of the ri3.gses fron tlıe rea.I causes of tbeir prob].ems.
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4.

Tbe preseni governrnent of the Uniteiİ Nationa1 Party (Ultı)

has made things muclı worse by its wholesale acceptance of the

neocolonialist econoınic prog]]aııne that imperialis t-c ont rollecl

financial agencies like the International Lioneiary Fıınd aniI the

International Bank of Reconstruction and Developııeııt, as ı-ıe11 as

\1estern coıınercial banks, insist upon as a precond.ition for loans

and credit§. In tbe six years of prestalent Junius Jayaward.ene l s

t erın in office there have been foul lrıaj or outbreaks of communal

violence. ]iach outbreak brought ever greater loss of 1ife and

vanalalisn. ]_,.ast sıırımerts violence was the vıorst in the history

of lndependent Sri ],anka.

§. Hoıv spontaneous, if at a11, are these coıırnunal outbreaks?

§. There nay be soıne ilegree of spontaneity. But what wss

striking in tbe clramat ic events of July and August 1983 was that

they were well-organised, and. politica}ly notivatecl. lhis has

been the case more than once. As far back aş 1981, President

Jayaıvardene hinıself adııitted that lead.ing ııeırbers of his party

had a big band in coıımunal violence,

Anti-Tamil violence virtually enjoyed the patronage and-

support of an inf]uentia1 group of cabinet ıninisters and ],IP s

representing tbe ınost reactionary anci chauvinist circles of the

Sinhalese capitalist class. This group is both ant i-I_,ef t and

a.nti-Taıtil and has strong connections with tbe pre§s, arme cl forces

and police. },,{oreover, it controls special storrn-trooper goon

squads for tbe suppresslon of s.trilies and other tierıocratic

aotions. These goons iıave killed i,ıcrkers on picket ]-ines and

beaten up distinguished academic and cultural personalities ıvho

disagreed vrith government policies, In,tiııidation is also
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practisett against menbers of th6 Supreroe Court comnitted to tbe

defence of d,eınocratic rights, Goon squads played a }eacling part

in the violence of tbe recent period,, often moving froro place to

place in govenınent vehicles' 
___^ ^_.-ılgf, Taınils under the

State terrorism ancl violence a8aa1

Jayawardene gover!ıment are part and parce} of a general onslaught

oa tbe d,emooratic rigbts and freedoros of tbe people of Sri Lanka

ag a whole, The present iJl{? regirıe has brought the countlT to

thevergeofbankruptcy,afaci;aduıittedbythe?resitıenthiroself
and. eonfirned by the 8ovefrıment's inability to pay the annual in-

terest on its foreign borroıvings or meet ';he ever lncreasing

, cleficits in its budgetso Appeals by tbe government to the Reagan

Atininiştration and its al}ies for more 1oans and grant s hiıve been

ınet witb counter-d,emancis for even more huıniliating concessions in

the sphores or tınance, l":.:.l"'_::_::'::#İ;:::,:':;::.-,,"
1east, foreign policy and, involvemen,

strategic p}ans, The regiııeıs increasing sbift from authorita-

rianism to more and roore openly dictatoria1 and terrorlstic foıns

of rule, vıhich strike d,ornn even tLıe forms of bourgoois parliament-

ary democracy that Sri,-ıanka has had for near}y half a centurTı

is proınpter} by its efforbs to fu}fil the preconditions insisteö

otr froü vıithout and to prove, its "stabi}iiy" i;o hesitant forelgn

investors. f€s€!]i Eovernllenü int eY-
f! .i _ a.j.e to s_]_J tillt Lındc; 'jhe P
Iİ 'ı"- Ş'''-- - - 

! ^,_,i ^1",ı,ed 
,io ı pc,ln; r,rheı:c 

,clı e

coıimunity reüİtions h:,vc dcteri":,::: 
;.a and _bııere is ;i threai;

Tami]-s ı 63sic nat ion,,ıl ri6lı bs :",,a llo u,"i

to tbeİr f undaıne ni,"I ;'i;ht io liv,, ı-ıc], r;ç;,; in peace and security

in arıy p;ırt of tlıe o,ouni;r-y,
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Q. ıifheıt a?e tl-]e ef'fccts of the recent cases of coııınuna1

vio].once? rn ı,ıhat ,ay do ihey differ frorn previoı-ıs cases?

4, There is, above al1 , a difference i-n dinıension. ,Dven

officia} stai;istics set the nurnber of killed a,i 3oa, and there are

..lndications of a rouch larger f igure, ::anging betııeen 600 and 1ı000.

As nany as 1oo, OOO becarne bonelesg refuge es. ]Turıerous ]anil_oı,,med

sınalf factories and shops ıve::e d.estroyed, Tens of, thousands of

ıvorkers 1ost their j obs.

Tn tlıe l95os, the vioience ıvas ııainly against the Taınils,

riıb o lıave lived. in Sri ]_Janka for.centurİes and are iis citizens.

und.er the present go.,,ernment the violence has been extended to

the descendants of near}y one İrıillion Tarıils of, India.n origin !İh o

arrived. on the island. ıruch later and lTor]i on plantations in

hilly, predoıninantly Sinhalesle areas, Deprivec1 of citizenshi_p

and fl,enchise riglıts, thelı have livecl ğ,s ltstateless" persons for

nearly f our decades. 9ven so, they, ha.ve never suıpported, tl-ıe

d.erııınd. for a sep8.rate 1arnil stı",te bui )ıa.ve, instead, concentra_İed

on regaining the ::ighis ı,,,h i ch they lost under the first U][? govern_

ııent in 19+8. Discr,inıin:r,tion against tbis population group and

attacks on Taııil plantation ı,,,or}ıers have been a na j or cause of'

tensions in the 3o od_n e igi]bc ur,ly relal;ions bet],,feen Sri Lanka and.

India, vıhich iıırperialisıı exploits to tbe uıtmost.

Attacks on the Taınils are nolv nade iıı areas ırhere ,İh e.rı are

a_ rnajori-by antl have }ivec for centulies, This l,ıas rıa cle possible

bythegovernnenrlsrnilit;,ryoccupationandvirtualrnilitarycon-
trol of- ,bhese e.re a,s. The i:riıre ci foıoes and police have been in-

volved. in anii-iaııll viol ence, j
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,l,

The nain responslbility for tbe present situe,tlon rests un-

d.oubtetlly witb the governrıent, The regine ained not at redressing

the Ta.nils ı Just grlevanc es but at v,,,inning tbe support of the

leaders of the Tani1 connıunity witb ,the vieı-ı to forning a unitecl

reactionaly front against the Left and clenocratic movement.

Q. i/bat vıas the Tami1 response to tbe violence?

ğ. The goveıııraent l s policy has only belpecl to fuel dtvlslve
tendenoies ancl to boost the d.enıand for a separate Taııi1 state
whioh enjoys only liııited. support among tbe Ta-,nils, State ter-
rorlsm also provoked some sporadic, isolated retaliatory armed.

attacks by smaI1 group§ of Taıni1 youth on governnent supporters

anil nilitary patrols. Our party bas pointeil out tbat such methods

are count el_produ c t ive and damaging to the unity of the rıasses

irre§poctive of national-ity and to their joint struggles against

a11 forns of expJ-oitation and. oppression. True, these acts of
intlividual terrorism, ho,ı,vever negative, paled coııpareil vıith the

policy of state terrorisn practiseii against the Taııils. The

d.omestj.c sltuation was further coınpound.ed by the opportunism and.

vacillation of tbe bourgeois Taııi.l Iead.ers.

Q. 'ıi'hat rvas bebind tbe regiııe ı s attenpt to put the blane

f'or tbe events on the left? ijoyr vreıe tbese events reported. in,
the bourgeois press?

ğ. It said at first that a ilpovıerful foreign nation", acting
through three Left parties of Sri Lanlcar2 had "mas t er-ml-nd.ecitl

tbese events vıith the vlew to oyerthrowing the government.

,' }lieaning ,t}e Coıiınunist l'eıri;, of ıj-,i Lanka a.nd tbe 1ilieızise
banned. Peoplels iibi:riıii<;a t'ron,i c;iıd. ıjew Socialis,b t'crty of ,Jri
i"lÇg. --ıJd.
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Although the Soıriet Union was not specifically naıned, the im-

plication was unmistakableo In cı.ıse anyone failed to get tbe

message, tbe government follovretl this up by banning the Communist

party and cletaining its General secretaıry and several other meıa-

bers of our Political Bureau, The CPSI printing plant vıas closed..

?ro-goverrıment neıııspapers ç,ıent as far aş to deınand that d.iplomat-

ic and otlıer governrnent-t o-government relations with the Soviet

Unioa and the socialist countries should be severed.

This propaganala pursued. a tvıo-fold. purposeo First, to

create a suitable politica1 c linıa.t e fcr fuı,ther financial as-

sistance frorı the US.lı. Secondly, to dtivert tlornestlc ancl worltl

attentlon frorn those really responsible for what happened ancI

to find a scapegoat.

However, the anti-Soviet insinuations vfere go absurcl tbat

they vrere received rıi.tb ilerision, This atteııpt to please the

Reagan Adıninistration and give creilibility to its propaganda

about a itsoviet threatt| $/as seen in §ri L,anka as dangerous and

likely to have negative effec,i;s on the good relations between

our count4p and the U§SR, whicb has always been a staunch friend

of our aountry and people. Significantly, it was not 1ong before

tbe government trieci to back a$/ay from tbis cluıosy propagantla.

In the autunn of 1983, strong public pressure forced the govern-

nent to lift lts ban on i;he 0P5L and re}ease tbe partlı's leaileıs,

inclucting K.P, Silva, Genera1 Secretaıy of its üC.

Our people eıre deeply concerne<L about what is not an

inaginaıry but a nost rea1 tbreat to the countrtes of the Indian

Ocean by the polic;ı of' i;be ^teagan .ı:r d.ı:ıin is tration, which is ınak-

ing eveıxı effort to rıili,bariso and nuclearise tbiş vast region.
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The USA openly defies the appeal of the Uniteci Nations and the

littoral states, ıvhich want the Indian Ocean to be a zone of
peace, It is actively foment ing tenolons anal strife between

neighbouring nations, anci seeking to encirc}e Tntlia uıith bostj.le

countries in ord.er to pressurise it to abandon its ind.epend.ent

po}icy of peaae and d.enounce the Inclian-Soviet Treaty of Peace,

Friendship and Cooierati.on, vıhicb is a powerfu1 factor for
cletente and peace and a barrier to US inperiali.snls otrategic
pJ_ans .

Sri l,anka, which is sttuated. in the centre of the Incllan

Ocean, at the southern tip of Intlia and. a short clistance from

Diego Garcia, is given an iııportant p}ace in thiş etrategy. The

Reagan Administration has been trying to j-npose its nıilitaıy
presence on our country in return for financial assistance. lThat

1t seeks priınarily is logistic facilities for its Seventh lleet
at Trincona]eo and, a communications centre at Puttalan. It is
true, borıever, that although the ruling quarters are more tban

favourable to these d.esigns, public oppositi.on has preventecl

then froın accoııı-ınodating l/ashington.

The inperia]-ists tried to use the straineil iioııestic sltua-
tlon last s uınmer, the tensions ,ııhicb it generated 1n rndo-Sri
Lankan relations ancl t]:e pro';ests it elicited. in Tndia. They

palnted a false pictlıre of the state of affairs, alleging tbat

ıni],itary 1nt eı,v,ent ion b1, Inclia r,ıııs irırninent and expecting that
this woultl rıake Srj_ T.,anka appeal to the USA, Britaln, Pakistan,

anal Banglaalesh for ııilitaıry. aid.. tiıis ploy ı,ıa's exposed. in tlme.

iiowever, there is grovıing evidence of ınore and more subtle at-
teınpts tq eıp],oit alıy int el,nıll tension to pronrote aggressive

8eopolİtica1 plans.
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10.

Q. i/l,:at is the Coınınu,ınist progranıne for countering the

"" 
t lr-l-t lu " of c}ıauvinist coı;ırnunal f orc es'?

A, Our reeord in the fight agains,t c oıiı,ııu na f isnı, for friend-

ship, equality, and unity aroong ,bhe different ethnic cornrıunities

of Sri T_.,anka, is we1l known in our collntry. İhe §landeü put oilt

against our party d.ur.ing the receni; events rTas entirely baseless.

fie bave fought consistently a6ainst attenpts to dea1 ı,ıith the

problern tbroug!ı roilitary repression, Our principled approach to

it was reaff ilıned alnost ttıo rnontlıs bef ore 1ast suı,ımer i s events,

ln a letter wbi_ch our Genera.1 Sec:,etary ) K.'! - S ilva, sent to the

President of tiıe l_tepublic. The Centra.l Coııınittee of the CPSI,,

the }etter said in pa]]t, ltlvisi,]es to stress the need for fresh

attenpts to find. satisiac,üory and peına-nent solutions to the nany

problems of the lr.aııil nationality in Sri_ -],gnj<a. Iailure to do so

has been a major ceuse of internal tensions, repeated c oırırnunal

riots and states of energency, and consequent disruptions of

social peace, racial htırnıony, and ,i;he econony of the country. The

countryts iııage abroad has also been spoil,t by suciı o c c ı_lı,Tenc e 5 " .

And further the Central Coroınittee pointed out t]ıat 'lour i'arty

has ahvays condeıxned and opposed resoı:t to individua1 terrorism

as a neans of solving poliİ;icrı,1 ol social questions, But ıve are

equally convinced that state te.rrorisıı is no ansı,,ıer to ,ıhis state

of af f ails'l .

Tbe same ]_et-Leı. ı_.ırll e d. the e,:rly convocation of tlıe conference

of a1l Sri Lan}ran political parıies, as wcll eis the Sri Lanka

Taııilsl organisations, proınis.ed by the gove ::,n;ıent to seelı a

political se ttlerncn i; ,b)ıı:ough a d.e rıocliatic dialogue. ilad. the
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conference been convened as proııisetl, ınuch of rrhat has happeneci

coulil bave been avoided." I'; is ııoteyıorthy tbat altbough the T-,eft

partios banneci along vrith the CPSI have nany differences on borıe

antl foreign policy, they a11 d.emancl a settlement baseal, on re-

cognising the Sri lanka Taınils' right to self-det erminat ion.

Our approaoh to inter-conmunity relations is based. on the

twin prlnciples of (a) recognising the territorial unity of §ri
Lanka ancl (b) the Tamils l right to s elf-de t erminat ion. It is our

opinion that the solution lies in preserving a unitefl Sri l,anka

with regional autonoıry for tbe fanriI areas.

Ag far as the 'lgtateless'ı Tami1 plantation workers of Intlian

origin are concerned, orır party considers that a]-1 ıvbo wish to

become citizenş of Sri T_,anka sbould be allovıetl to do so on a

basis of equality with otlıer citizens ruling out all cliscrinina-

tion. §ultable arrangenent g şhould be ına cle v,rith the goverrıııent

of Inilia in regarcl to those wiıo ınay ı,ıish to becoııe Inilian citi-
zens and return to India.

However, officia.]- policy has so far blocked. a just approach

to the existing problems. A political settlenent T as prevented

by a oonstitutional anenclment oütlaıııing the [anil Unitecl Libe-

ratioE Front (TULF), the'nain party of Sri Lankars Tanilsı Not

§urprtslngI/, the TIIJ,F waş denied an invitation to the ıi11-

?arties Conference callecl last autumn, al1 negotiations wlth tho

tauıi1 leactership being rıade cÖnditional on their renunciatlon

of tbe idoa of a separate Ta.nil state.

The Coınııunists ııaintain tbat the Taııil prroble!ı cannot be

discuşsed. ınıithout thc TUI.ıF and o,ther recognised parties, in_

cluding tbose that hıve becn bınııed ever gince }ast sumner. It
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1s hi.ghly iııportant to resune the dialogue between the govern-

ınent and the opposition on a truly democratic basls. Only by

neeting the just aspirations of the Taıni]- ninority, restoring
lts national and politlca1 rights, and firııly ctiscardlng the

chauırinist comuna} policy can the way be paveil for inter-
c onnunal peace in Sri Lanka.

In the Naıne of the Brotberhood. of Ordinaı:y, People

avter Singh ilialhotr ı1

Central Executive Coırınit t e e me!ıber,
Communi§t }arty of Ind.ia, Secretary,

CPI State Council of the Punjab

For ınore tban ei5hteen nonths tbere have been increasingly
alarıning reports from the Punjab; they tel1 of the religious
iliscord being feıııented in the state, of the assassj.nations and

wreoking conniveal by extreınist elemenls of Akali Dal, the 1oca1
ıSlkh' 9arty, and of ter.ro:1ist actiots also in Delhl. ?resid.entlaI
,ru16' wağ proclaimed j.n tbe state in the autuıın of 1982 folIow,iıg

one of the nany massacreıı--the killing of the i{ind.u passengers

of a bus by eıtreınist coınmunalists. Within a fevı ııeeks there rıa,

1 Sikhi"r, oıe of the religions professed, in Ind.ia, ia based
cbtefly in tbe ?unjab. ljisiorically it is linked to i{induisn. It
ig characterised by worship of one deity' and the equality of all
Sikhş before that diety.--ijd.

2 The staie is
of the central

atiministeıed by eı gove]:nor as the represent_
governıoent. The 1ocal legislative assenbly
s u spcnded, --ı!d..

ı.t ive
bas been i empol,ari1 y
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yet another terrorist act wlth a tol1 of human 1ife.
ıIhat lies bebind_ tbis eruption of re}igious conğıunal con-

flicts? What is our partyıs policy in the face of this higbly

complex situatlon in the Punjab? What is tt dolng to prevent tho

threat of a split along coıımuna1 lines? [o answer these questions

one needs to take a closer ].ook at soııe speclfic landııark§ of the

staters histoıx/ fo1lowlng Brltish Ind,lals partition by the co1o-

nlallgt§ into Indie and Pakistan.

rn tts present shape this northvıestern frontier state wag

con§ti,tuted 17 years ago to include territoriog witb a ?unjabi-

speaklng population (bor,ıever, sone of these territories found

thense].veş outsiale tbe state's boundaries). The Punjab is an

agrarian state. Over 70 per cent of its population of nearJ.y

17 nillions 1ive 1n rural areas.

Faı"ıning (including stock-breeding) accounts for about 45 per

cent of tbe gross donestic proıiuct. Of the stateıs arable land

80 per cent is tilletl, and the proportion of the irrigatecl lancl

uniier cultj.vation is just as large. rn anil outsitie Inctia the

state is famous for its 'ıgreen revolution'l , for the agrotechnica1

changes tbat proceeded vigorously ihroughout tbe 195Os and in the

early }97Os. It vıas then that high-gracle seed§, fertilisers,
irrigation, farıı naclıinery and, fast but not least 1 the unique

naturaı conditions enabled the Punjab to acconpiişh its definitive
trsnsltion to highly intensive capitalist agriculture. 

'odu,
two crops are harvested annually froın 55 poı: cent of the cultiva_
ted area. During the l|green revolutioni' the per bectare outpııt

of rice and ı,ıheeıt d.oubled c.nd. tn ,o*" .o""" trebled.. A state
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which importetl grain at tbe tine the Britisb partitioneil Indi.a,

the Punjab bas becone the nationıs bread.basket. Scientlfi.c in_

novations are more vıitlely applied. there than in otber regionş.
In the periotl fron 1975 to 1980 the nunber of traotors uscd by

fa:ners increasecl froın roughly 50r000 to 1OO1000.

Socio-econorılcally, the Punjab differs fron other states
cbiefly because here the ilevelopııent of bour6eois relationg in
agriculture bas gone fartbeıt. Capitalist developııent hag been

accompanieal by ızhat for India is a particularJ-y high rate of dif-
ferentiation among tha bulk of the rural population. The fo11oı,v-

ing İigures speak for thenselves ı in 1961 the proportton of
owner-gultivators ,('ias B2.7 per cent and that of agrlcultural
ırorkers, :-.7.3 per cent; ten years later, the respectlve per-

centages were 58 antl J2, and by the early 1980s, 61.74 and )8.26.
The bourgeois agrarian reforns of the 1950s and then tbe

changos that were put into eff'ect tluring the 'lgreen revolution''
drastically aggravated inequality on the land. Some surveys show

tbat while 10 per cent of tbe peasants own 20 or nıore 
""r"u 13

over ]8 Ber cent oı,m less than tvıo acres. The average plot of
Ianii has (lininished consialerably, lvhile tlıe big private capital-
1st faı,as enploying wage'labour have grov.nı narkecily.

The past fevı tlecad,es may be said to bave seen far_reaching

changes in the cle-ss compositian of Punjabi society. It is tbe

big rural bourgeoisie t,hat has begun to cal1 the tune. Eowever,

in parailel , the agricultural pro).etariat and otheı, working people

bave beoome more active socialiy. An organisation of Punjabi

.J

-' one acre .. a.4a47 iıect,ire.--Ed.
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8.gİicultural li,orkers associated ıvitl-ı the tlo!ffIıunist i,ıırty has

over 1Oo, OOo mernbers, and the Conı_ııuınist ,Party ( j,lar_.lis t ) has a'

sinilarifsna.lferoİgi,lnisiltion"?unjabiruralı;,ıorkershave
secu-,ed. i;lıe bighesi earnings in the countrT end made soııe other

importa:ırtsocie,]gains,i.{oıvad.ayı;tberichfa:ı'melsoccasionally
prefertorecruitla.bouroutsidethestate.Tbeyruthlessly
exploit ilıis labouı, :ind counterpo§e it to Punjabi ,ııorkers in

ordertoblıınt,çheactionsof.tlıeagriculturalproletarie.t.
The ,.jorırnunis-i; -le d movenent of tbe nas§es has achieved e,

gooddealsinceIndependence,Theı;or,ıersarebetterorganised1
and. consideı,able inf'luence is enjoyed in the siıte by the branch

of the ;,.ll_India irade Union ..jon8reEs (lin)<ed l,ıith the CPI).

lhe trade union iederation of the JiI(i,I) a,nd othel, rorliing-class

o]rganls9tions ere ı.lso active. Blue and ,v{hite-colIar ııuorkers

and dernocratic intellectuals in the i,unjab bave tirıe and again

taiçen i;he initia,.tive in na; or actions to deroand hig):er p a1' and

defend derıocratic righ,i;s" .ıi11 these i/,e ars tbe rura} ıvorking

people lıave been figbting against oppression by the rura1 rich

a.nd deıoanding fa.i:ı pu,ices for their prodiıce,

At ';he s ıııe tiıre , the social stru6gle goj.ng on throughout

Inclia (tbe processes in tlıe Punjab are only part of it) bears

the siaııp of probleııs typical- of tbe ıtate; they are prod,ucts

of the c ont ernporaıry and earlier history of the Punjab and in-

vofve a religious eleinent, Tbe stronges,ü evid,ence of tbis is

that tlıe leader.sbip of tlıe jikh corı_muniiy , namely , thc Akali Dal,

has s,'ıepped up its activi,iies d-raııat ica}ly ove1, the pas,t tı,ıo

Y ear;,ı .

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



15,.

The three ııain political forces in ihe Punjab are, norı i]s in

the pest, the Indian IIai; ional Congress (l),4' tlıe Joıı-ııunists, and

Aiıııli Da.i. The first Sroup norne1l1, ,"ir" ,:,bout ı;5 per cent of the

votes and tlıe second (the CPI and the C?I(u) put bogethe;:), aboui

10 per cent; soııe 25 pe-ı cent of the votes 8o to 1ıkali Da1 , a

circurnste,nce ııhich makes it the bi3gest opposition party. ilil-ıi]-e

(longress (I) enjoys ividespreıcı support among ti-ıe i.ıppressed castes,

businessıoen, and oti,]eI, me-,ıbeı:s of' -İhe ]:Iind,u coıı-nrı-ınity, Akıli DaJ_

is the perty of Si];h vıell_to_do peasants, bi8 capi,ba}isi f,arııers,

and 1ando.v,,rners, v;bose influeııce as viıe bave noted, has increased

greatly during the passt tvo decı.,des. !]he political aııbitions of

ihe Silıb party b:,ve grov]]i acco::din5}y; it noıı accentuates loca1

ıe}igious cornrıuna1 :ınd socio-economic deııandso

ihe ,\kali Dal 1eadership ivould. 1ike to exploit even an ob-

jec-üive f,actor li]te ,İhc nuııerical prepond.erance of tiıe populction

p,,of essin6; Sikhi;:i;ı (ne :r,ly 56 per cent i .

,,\ caıııpaign of- ıı;_.s s disobeclience , incited by ex,irernisis froıı

;\kali Dal lıas been going on f o.,,, sone yea]]s, alternately surging

high and then subsiding for a tine" It is generally acconpanied

by b1oocly cleshes vıith the aui;horities" .{ı.kali Dal leaders are

trl,ing to vıin tlıeir religious and purel5, secular d.erıand.s__both

political .ınd e c onomi c--1inked to the stateIs prob]"ems.

Thereareseveraldozenreligiousanciseculard.eıııand.sand.
they close};ı intertrıine, l]ha.t ,,ıes claiııed ıvith particular vehemence

unti1 recentl_y ı-ıas the ri3ht to broııdcast sernons (tlırougl-ı the

'İ lodi., s ruling pı_;;y }ıeı,d.ed, b;: Ind.ira üıncİlı i.--14!.
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Sikbs l oum transııitters) from .lımritsarıs Cold.en Eenple, the clıief
Sikh shrine, and vıear the kirpan. (sacretl Sikb d.agger) on air
flights" The same querte::s insist on proclai_ming Arırit sar a holy

city ancl the enaction of an All-Tndia laır on the functioning of

Sikh 6ur"d,;ıa (shl,ines) " Deııand.s aiıned. ıt ıvinning a special

status for the Sikh coıımunity and. religion are coupled ı;gith d.e-

ııands such.Ls ..n expansion of the 1'unjab teıritoriclly and the

:ıllotınent to it of a big5er sl.;ı:.,e o:i tbe ı,ıate r resou]:ces of rivers
floviing tlırou3h nei3i:ıbourin3 sts.te s, Tl:e .irkali Dal leeders ıııant

Chandiga::h, a city noT, se],ving as tiıe capital of ';ı,,,o stıtes--the
Punjab end FIür.rianq--to belong to i}.ıe formci,,

,,ihat ınalt cs the discontent f'onented by sorne Akali Da.l leaders.

particularly dangerouar is tbat slogans undermining rndials unity

are being advanc er].. ]ı'or instance, the co,aıunalists are aclvoca,iing

id.eas forııtılated ia ,ibe j\nand3pur itesolu,bion of I9'i) " This reso-

]ution cal}s for gı,e.nting ,i 
]:: e Sikh c oııı_rounity the s iatuıs of e

separate n,,,tion and for revising tiıe Coııstitution to institı_ıtion-

alise a special st.tus for i;he Sikbs and ensure their 'lsupremacytl

in the Punjab. It ux6es restricting the preroga'oives of the

centra1 government to foreign affairs, f'inance, clefence, and

co!İLrouni cat ions. Sant Jarnai1 Singh Bb indrana,;ıala, an extrerıist

religious 1eader, nalte§ sr'atements anounting to a thinly veiled.

p}ea for ı: separatist state, I(haliste,.nr5 in th" ,.)unjab"

5 tbi" demand ı,,ıas rnade sone years ag<ı by J. Sin6h Clıaukhan,

a forner minister of the pı"ınjab, vJho advocated tbe secession of
tbe state, A bandfu1 of sepıirıtists receives materlal and other
aid froıı the inpeı,iılists , cl,iefiy the ,US:r., vıhich ı,ıants India's
döstabilisation and f ra63ııe nt ot ion. --jj3"
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Rcactiontıı,y pt,opsa-lnda presentin3 the''Sikhs-a-nationil
slogan is ıııalıing ';he situation lyorse and ,bhis is exploited by

coımunalists in the }iindu corınunity, notably by parties of' tiıe
ext?ene rigiıt ad.bering to this position, such as the ıharatiya
j:ınata Paz,ty. The }Iind.u c orıır.ııınal is t s insist on, a-nıong other
things, ti,e conpıılsory stud.y oi Sınsiırit in the ?unjab and. on

bilin5ualisiıı putting t,ı,ro 1anguıages, Ilindi and Punjabi, on an eo_ual

footi.ng althougl-., tiıe 1ıı,bter i§ the -L'unjabis l ııotbe;: ,i;ongue, Th e1,.

are tri,ing ,Lo revive the idea of l:a.ha-?tlnjeb (Great iiunjab), in-
corporai;ing the Iunj abi- s peaking liinclu population of sorıe areas of
neighbouring st e-t es,

The i;.!li(s betv,ıeen the cen,iı:a1 ıjovel,nment and Al(eli j)al that
began a year .go pfoduced. only po.rti.jl resulis, Ji conciliatory
coıı_mission exa!ıine ,f tbe re 1ations be,tşıeen tbe state €ınd thc ceni]:e,

the d-ispııte over ıiater IesoLırces, and ,5erl,itoı.ial issı-ıcs. Tbe

.lanCbi governnent ııe,i sone ı,eligious d.eııiınd s, The ı11-Indie
jiadio station in thc lunjab noi: ;-,11ot/s tiııe for broadca.sting Si}<h

sermons; the jikhs' religious bın on il]e sale of rneat and to-
bacco in the vicinity of the ıiolden Tenple is enforced and. ıJilıils

al,e a1lowed io ı,ıeaı kirpans of a stated. lengi;h on ai:: fliglıts"
ilovrever, the caınpaign of Si-kb d.isobed.ience engineered by ıibal,/i(sf'

is going on unabated. Tbe e;i-tremists are generally folloııed. by

ı]od.erat e ıikali Da"l leaders even tbough.ihe lgtter ::eject the

;ihalistan idea promoted by tbe f oııne::o ' iegıett;ıbly, ,i;his pro-

pagenda continues to poison tbe ııind.s oj' the peasgnts :|nd people

of t)e ııid.d.l e s,i;ratı,, ryho see the a,:seriion of' jil(h sLıpren:,.cy trs

i] ıi,,gy to ii]ı-pİove t]ıej..r ,,ıat eı,i ı..1 ınd socia1 cond.ition.

ı
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The iop leaders of the Sikh conrnunity--tbe big rı-ıral

bourgeoisie and soııe fanatic religious ]-ead.ers--are unquestionably

playing on the Sikh peasantsI rnood of social protest, on the dis-

content of the oppressed section of the population. lhey usue.l1y ,

put the blarıe for the peoplelı hard.ships chief'ly on the otheT

co!l,]-rnunity, luhile at the sgroe ,Lime s,blessing the 'lexc]-usiveness||

of their oı-rn coıı"ounity. Tbey contrive to recruit supporters by

fomenting chauvinisnı. Indeed, this is the purpose of appealing

to religious sentiııents. Hoi(ever, the 1]unjab does lıave rea1 prob-

lems of its o..,m. Akali Da1 , priroarily its extrenist l,ıing, is
taking advantage of this as ı,yell.

The past year witnessed nuııerouıs acts of ;errorisıa c oıı-n j. i;,t ed

by extreınisis aga.inst nenbers of -i;lıe sıdııinis traı ion , police of-

ficers, and people belonging to tbe Hinclu community seen as un-

desirable. Scores of people ]-ıave been injured. or killed in tiıese

clashes. Repression by tbe authorities 1eadin1: to d"eaths bas

given the " haı,ı/I(s " furthor pretexts for comrırunalist protests

(picketing road,s, terrori-st assassinations, subveısioıı, and so on).

Jn turn, their subversive activities gave rise to more repre§sion,

arbitrary action by the police and o'üher bru,ba}ities, vıhich we

condemn and. yrhiclr are very often direcied against innocent people.

The result is a, vicious circle of violence on both sides.

iıogressive mass or5anisa.,bions and a1l CPI roenbers are

countering the preacbings of ,çhe corırıunalists anal their separaiist

and chauvinistic idoas snd. ailrnş ıvith ı-. c Iions and slognns pronpted.

by concern foı, tbe unity of India, the pieservation of the nationl s

secular character, the broihe,,hood. of people professing rliff erent
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relisions, ,:ne. national inte3ration, In our ,ıiol.il an,ıo ng the Silths

.,.ı.nd. iiind.usı the L:onıııunist oi,3t-ınisation in blıe Pı_ınjab calls their

atten-iion to i;he f'aci; that they speak one 1anguage, Punjabi, and

hı-rve a co!runon, Punj abi cultura1 l,ıeritage and coııııon bistolical

and economic links lııith tbe rest of Tndiaı of vı}ıich t}ıe ?unjab is

an integreI part, Those vıbo use re}igious ciıauvinis,t propaganda

as a cover and preach the " S i }ıh s-a-nation" slogan, to say notbing

of ,ihe separetist slogan of iihaliste.n, are ı-ındeırnining not only

the unity of thc Punjabis bur also the unity of the republic,

spurring subversion by its enerıies, prinarily US inıperialism,

vıith the airo of, disııemberin6 the countr1,. Ad.d.ressing believers,

we underline tbat the lunjab has long been famecl for its trad.i_

tions of goodneighbour17 coexistence of d,iverse religious conmu-

nities, a tradition ihat, incidentally, has never been really

slıaken al-though tbe danger of' this coming about is far greater

lfoi;. Ii; ııil1 be rernembered that recognised. religioııs authorities

of the Siiı1ıs, such cs Ğuı.u l,Iınaltr6 h"ru .a.cccntuated, the iınportance

of iııt eı*_c ornınunaI pe9oe, thereby e:pressing the innermost aspira-

tions of the ıııillions of fo1lovers of Sik!ıisıı. The Sikh movement

iıas alıtay s been linlçed to tlıe A11-Ind.ia 1iberation movement by the

strong traditions of the anti-colonial struggle.

Sucb is our atti,i;ı-ide to the destiny and f'uture of tbe Pun-

jabi nationality.

6 lnoundu, of iji'lı]: i ı;ıı (I+5L)-]r5)ü, ,-e opposed the caste

systcri rlnd u1,8ed reli5iouı uııi,cy betı,leen ].indus and i,;oha_,ane_

d.ans . --Bd.
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2I,

In. inpleıoenting our party ıs generaI 1ine d,irected. courageous-

ly against the upsur5e of communalisn and revivalisınr7 against
actlons of the extreınists and the ad.vocacy of religious into-
lerance, the Conmunists of the Punjab are fulfilling their
patriotic duty of ilefending the unity of Inclia. Tbey are maklng

eveıy effort to cut short reaction's sinister scbemes for d.lvldlng
the Punjabis, setttng therı upon one anotber, and. fostering hosti_
J.ity for other Indlan nationalitles.

ln collaboration with the CPI(hi) and d.emocratic intel]-ectuals,
the C?I bas garrieal out several major mass actions exposing and

condenning d.angerous coınmunalist plots. Last spring the ğPr

sponsorecl an inpre§sive demonstration in Chand.igarh. More than
half of the participants were Stkhs. The demonstrators narchecl

tbrough the city, changing ||Itro Hindu Raj i No Khalistani Long

live In<iiıı i !' ancl '|i{e yıho ııants Hind.us and Sikhs to fight eacb

otber is an eneny of' the nation''. Tbousands of people came out
to hail the marcbers anil id.entify thenselves with then.

0n Lray Day, t!ıere was a d.emonstration by J-Or000 neııberg of
the stateıs Üiggest trade unlon federations. The people oi
Chancligarh saıv for themselves tlıat tbe ad.vanced. section of our
society is doteıained. to repulse the cornınunalists, separatists,
and inperialist s , d.ef end. the ,;ıorking people I s ial.eals and unity,
and prevent divişion on religious coııqıunalist 1ines. ttı7orkers,

unite. Those vıho expect ıııorkers to como 'out a.gainst Workers ıryl11

be d.ef eated". these a.nd other ctılls carne fı.om the d.enonstrators.

' Ovei, ilıe pa.-,i; f'ew yea.,:ı: ;iıere iıas bcen a reı,ctivation of
ıeligious contıuna1 eiernents ıd.ıo,:::.t:_ng ,;l;e reviva1 cf the in-
fluence of religiciı ı.iıd conseıv..,iive,t-.ıı.d"iiions.---,d.
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the cciı:r,ittees foı, c or,ın,.ınal amity nol,J funci;ioning in tlıe

state originally consisted of rcprcsentaiives of all ,bi-ı e main

pariies (ıri<alj. Da1 and. thc BJP were represented. in the beginning).

Tbese connrittees have eıccunuleted. sorne experience of curbing

re§urgences of int e r- c cı,.ıırunel strif e" To provoke a. claslı, for
e:ıaınple, a colv (sacred to ılindus) would. be killed. end ti-:e c3rcass

1eft iı: froni of a l{ind.i-ı iu.ııple or a cigaret,i;e ı,;oulci be .,'h ıo,,üTr

into a siiı}ı urdııara. The coııqlittees, viıh eraver they e xist, iıelp
to tlefuse the tensions. OıalinalT people, even tbose vıho profess

tlifferent religions, prefer to ]ive in peace, to avoid. quarrels.
Cur partyts IJunjabi organisation is urging the authorlties

to activate the ini;er-party corııoittees for conımunal anity at the

1eve1 of i;he state, districts, and tovms. The tvide-ıange seven-

point action plan ibat ı,ıe Tecently put forınard, speaks of 'uhe neeci

for such coınmittees to be set up in localities ııhere they are

stilI non-existent, and folTrulates the basic directlons of the

l^rork to be accoınplislıed. by the PunJabi Corııunists,8
The Coımunists are vıe 1l avıare, ho.,ıever, that the ?unjabi

problen is political and so requires soluttons that are just in
regard to -bhe }uınjab itself, d,o not prejud.ice the legitiııate in-
terests of neigbbouring states, a.nd at tlıe saıoe t j.me ser.ve the

interests of rıetional inte6raiion. C!ıand.igarh, a city ı,,üicb has

sprung ııp on Punjııbi teı,ritorJı, mLls,ü belong to tiıe ?uırjab. This

o" 'Jhis plan proviales for ya.i.ious actions vıith the participa-
tion of the CrI (],.{) and other 1eft ıınd deııocrcıtic parties and. ınas s
organisations ıvith tlıe objcc,bive of isolııiing and. curbing the oomı.

nı:ıalist extı.,emists, norıaalisiuE ";h: :;iiuation in the state ancl
repulsing the in,i;rigues of t}re irıpe ıialic,i; ı. _-E.
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23.

ilispute could be settled if agreonent lıere reached on helping

Hariana finanoially and otberwise to buil't a capital, It is only

byd.ialoguethatterritorİalancİsomeotberoutstanclingissues
can be set,iled,

The clemocratic forces undoubtedly ııaile a breakthrough with

the formation of a sarkaria coımission to exaııine İhe vıhole range

of, problens bearing on the relations between the central govern-

nentandtiıestates.Itisiııporiantihal;theconrıissionshou1.[
bevrictelyrepresentativeofthesi.tesinvolvedancltbatitshould
work in oontact with a}1 tbe parties representetl in parl_ianent

and in state asseınblles" The Coıırnunis t s denounce confrontation,

for it woultl have very d,angerous consequences in a bord,er state,

especial}y as on the other side of tlıe border quarters hostlle

to Intlia are tıaing to benefit by wbat is happening, The Punjab

problern requlres a political solution, anil the way to such a so-

1uttonliesthroughresurnecInegotiationsbetııeenthecentraI
governınent anaı the Akali Dal leadersbip ıvitb the participation

of oppo§ition parties. fhe ClI Central 0xecutive Conııoittee urges

the earliest possible convocation of such a tripartite meeting,

\'{e enpbatically condeıın the terrorisn by Sikh extrernists

ancl consider as imper"nıissible g situt]tion in whicb pe?sons

guilty of crimes ancl openly preaching the i(halistan slogan use

Ş ].Kn flurdı,ıaras as an asylum. The CPT Oouncil is urgin.g ,bhe

religious lead.e::siıip of the Sikhs and Akali Dal to ca1l a halt to

this. .;Iıaı,i is parciclılarly aları,ıin5 is -i;hıi ihe S il:i-ı tıud ]iind,u

c oı-nnunalis t cxtrcııists ı,,rc ::ecruitiııg "volun,ieeIs|ı fo the

sş, oı, arııeü sonss, ii:is actıvii]' is fi,aught ı,iitlı the

threa-i of ııo-;-, ı blood;lıcd "ınd i,,j,i";ii c_, vic;iır,s,
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In ı,ıorking togethe:: ıritb other 1eft denocrııtic forces for

ihe presorvııtion oj, c oırı_nruna 1 pe.ıce and brotberhood, i;ile ,j_,I feels

confident tbat the working class, i;lıe agricultura]_ proie,;a.riat ı

and public opinion of India can stop tlıe coı:ıııuna] ist and sı:pa_

,:atist in,brigues, İi]is is noi,./ one of the calrdina] t"=k* in tbc

deiaocrlticandpatrioticstruıggleı.ınfolclingini;bel:unja'ıancl
throughout India"

of the ?rob lem of 'i |'o reign ]]at ionıls" in Assam
Ba c kero ı-ınd

?roınod.e Gosoi
.jentral ixecutive Comnıitt ee rncnrber,

Cornnunist Party of Ind,ia,

ijecretary, CPI Council of tlıe Sta,ie of Assaıı

?hani Eora
Central i:;ecui;ive Corınittee meııbe;:, CPI

Situa.,'ed. in tiıe eitrer,fe northeast of India, the border statc

of Assam iıas laiely been a,i;tracting tiıe attention of ,bbe press

noi only in india but aiso in tbe ıvo;:ld at 1ar5e, The reason

for ibis is the 1ıv8-ve of violence ı,-nd etbnic and rcligious-

corııunalist clagbes tha,t has s,;ept across the state, The nation-

a.listic e.gita,tion is d.i::e cted by 1oca1 bouı,geois elernents from

ihe iniligeneous Ass;mese population, and thc spokesnen and or-

ganisers of this 38itetİoa becaıne the leııders of the ,ü\ll-/,,ssam

S,buden,ts L;nion (A4ŞLI). The se are ihe pcopf e ı,vh o are celling tl-ıe

tune in a,. 'ıroıd,cr .-ı,ssociatior,, of ],"",",",,u regionalis,t f orces,

the .i.ıssaıı ii.-ıııaı ians:;-,ıı ],aııis'ıı,d (eC-l;r;, Juring the }ocal state
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2ı:

elections a yeı.r e1;o i;lı eı,e \:J.),s lın eı,'hnic, ı.,e 1igio u s- c oıııaunalis t
ııotivated orgy of rı,"ırdcrs. Tiıe I,.AS'J and ]!]ij;' boycotted -the

elections, resortin6 ,to ter::or and. paralysing t,'ıe state apparatus,

ı'iıe ooycott ,;ıes ırillingly suıpported by exirene :i5h;-rzing

elenenis, notabl.v the 5hara"tiya Jan.ı,ba iJi,.rty and also sone otl-ıer.

bourgeois parties, 1ike the Ja.natıı Paı,ty. ior a nurıber of years

tbese have been e,ssisting e;ıtrercist chauvini-stic elements, uho

are d.oing tlıeir utrıos-i; to compound. the situation, Al]. i;hese

forces are ıvhipping up coıtıunalist hysteritı t.nd. soı;ıing ,biıe

poi-sonous seeds of ethnic d.iscord. between the lıssaııese and the

ethnic minori.tes inhabiting the state (Bengalis of Ind.io"n and

3angladesb origin, the IIan; pures, lıepalese, the ııany loca1 tribes,
and otb ers ) ,

The ne,,r ıggrava,bicn of the situation has cJ-early played into
the hand.s of hostile e:<tei,na1 fofces. In their efforts to de-

stabilise Ind.ia, the inperia]-ist intelli5ence services end BeiJing
agen'cs a.ı,e cond.uc,bing systenatic subversive activities among a

number of nori;lreaste;:n tribes ;ınd going to a]"1 lengtiıs to provolce

separatist tend.encies" the ıa-me 1ine, and. not withou-b success,

is.beiırg pursuecl by e-ıt e::n:,J- reıction üe1.!tive to the ınovernen,b

of Assaııese region.ılist i'orces headed by the ;"1.SU and. ;!GSrr.

The elections of l'ebrua::y 198j 1ed. to the forna,bion of a

state asscıobly. fhe Ind.ian l,iıt ion:ı"]_ (.long::e ss (l) lıolas tbe ]_ion's

sbare of tiıe seı.ts (9r ot cbc 1c9), ıı1';h -!iıe rest d.isirj-bu i;ed.

&nong soııe othe.,: pıı::'uits and :'-n<ic p enclent s. iiotiıever, the situation
obtaining st the iirae carı be gı_,.ııgcd acc,.ıiateJ_y only iry und.er-

standin6 the events thai unfo]dıd ov:r 'ciıc elc,ctionş. The out-

coııe of ,i:]ıese eve:x,ts eclipsed eve :r,;,tl. i:-ı3 sccn i,.,itheı:to. trven

_
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.a

accorrd.ing io grossly undc,:stated offici.r1 statis-tics, 1lO peop}e

pe.,:ished in ';he c1.-,siıes betıieen t;:e poIice and ,ii,ıe croirds boy-

cotting tlır; elec j;ions, and ovcı: 1r 5O0 pc,ople die d in tlıe brutal

in,'cer-ethnic .ınd. :ıreli3ious-coıu,runa1 ınassacl,ego ]{und.reds of

',;housı.nds of people, deprived of hoı:ıes , property , ınd kin, pou::ed

into the .ıefugee camps, Enoı,ınous naterial rlarnage ıvas inflicted
on the state. cınly ilıe nunlıe r of burned" briclgcs reached tlıe

figuı:e of 1,5OO. That is how the opposition eleı:ıcnis tı:ied,

b], disorgiınising ,irafiic on the road.s, to binder the election

canpaign" lhe ıutbo-,ities ııere unıble to curb tlıe terror, to

stop the sebotage and ıv::ecking.

Tiıe rnost divcrse ğiolıps; suffered during thc -ıurTıoil in early

1933" Accordin5 to officiı.1 f igrı-rcs rnoı,e than iıalf' of' ,ilıe people

in the i_rımigı,ant canps arc lıio l-ı ırnınedaııs . These cı-,"nps ;ıj'f'orcled.

t enpo].,ary asylun to f:l.,0O0 Ass:anese, 5fr0O0 -aen5ı-ıli l:induı, and

:aore ihın 20, caro victimised people belongin3 ,to local ,;ribes.

The co.rıpaign oi violence and assa-ssinations ,,i;.Lg directecl

against those ıvho ,,fferc stauncl,ıly and consciolısly opposed io it,
those who urgecr. arıity beiween ihe cthııic gl,oups, arjlon3 -ihe ıvork-

ing people. lJany of our pa]:ty coı,ırades aıncl supporters i'el1 vic-
,b irı to blıe brutolity of 'clıe iiısarnese e:;,';reııists both bef'ore and

d.urin;,i;'Lc elec';ions.
T'iıe ,total nunber of' r,egistercil votcrs 1ı.r.s Li npre c e den,i; edly

sn;ı1l ior .ı st.. bc vi,|b ı popule tion o:- 19 rıillions ( 33 peı: cen,i;

as conps.r,ecl ıgiih 66 ıf eı cent diırin3 tlıc 1979 electicns). Less

than 2 pr:r cen,i of tire ı!sss,!x,:: se ı,rent ;o the po11s. 'r'eıı p}anta-
,i;ion r,ıor]ıer,s and soııe tribes toolı nc pel,t ai all in tbe electionso
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D,i

The stand lıas different on tiıe part of people of llnguisiic ancl

religious rninorities (3engıılis, ]ı[oharnııedans and Christians), who

voted cbiefly for the rNc (I) that is traditionally predorıinant

on the political scene in the stateı
the draııat i c d.evelopııents revealed the roots of problens

1lnkec1 to the pasl and present of this bord.er terı,ttoıy of Inclia,

If one consicters the extremely volatile problem of the

rights of tbe ştatels ind.igenous Assal0ese population anaı its re_

Iations with the ethnio groups that settled there later, one

wil1 quiie oaslly see tlıat mııny pTe§ent_clay probl_eng have a hig_

torical backgrouncl. The Assanese bave been fıghting nationa1

illgcrlminat ion ever since this 1and of green valleys, blue hills,

anaı red rivers caııe under tııe rule of foreign opp]:essors İn the

first half of the 19th centuıy.

There, as in aIL other colonies, the tratlitlonal policy

of '|tlivide and rule'i ıııas the order of tlıe day. personnel

brougbt by tbe Britisb from neighbouring Bengal ı,ıas used to staff

the ailıninistrat ion, the jucticlar5r, and the eilucationa1 ingti_

tutions. The local, Assa.mese 1anguage was forcibly replaced by

Bengalese. lİlgration froıı Bengı1 $/as encouraged, and tbis gave

tbe colonia1 autborities the seı,,v,l_ces of etlucated personnel.

on the otber bancl, 1oca1 inhabitants were clenied all opportuni_

ties for getting such traİning. In short, the Bengalese ı,ıere

d,eliberately set againet the .A.şse!trese.

Accorcling to the 19J]- census 31.4, per cent of the statels

inhabitants spoke Assanese a.nd. only 5 pcr cent feııer spoke

3enga].ese.Bypltıyi-ngıligrantsof.fa3ains.i;theindİ6eneoı,ıs
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.)a

population, inclucling the 1ocal tı,,ibes, ı,,ıh i cb supp}ied the ı,ro::k-

f oı,ce for tiıe ii::itish-run tea plantations, ihe colonialisis
plaııted. ,i;he seeds of future ethnic discord"

iio,;,,e ve.,, ai'ter Tndepend.ence aıı opposite process coııır*i€hc€d"-,-

ı drauing tcgetbeı, a-nd assir.ıilation of the various e1;hnic co!ııııu-

nitie-c, as f/as strikingly d.ernonstrated. by the 1971 censııs.
j'ı.ssanese ıvas staıecl to be ,l;he rıother tongue of 61 per cent of

tbe state!s popuJ_aiion (ııiih only 19,1 per cent declaring ,theıo-

selves B en5al i- s p e alı ers ),
T::ue, beceuse t]ıe 3en3ali rcinority continues to gro,ıı nu!.leüic-

ally (chiefllı o.s a. rcstılt of ııigration fro]n ;]ast }]akistiın), f the

deuıogı:aphic si,tuetion lıas gro,,,@ increasingly more cornplex,

especially in vieı,ı of tLe fg.ct ,that in the past fev,ı decades

]issaın iıas slırun}i 'c e rr"it oı, iallJ, almost by balf, ı-ı!ı ile the popula-

ticn groı,rth ra^be remains one of' the higiıest in fnd.ia. 'i-h e popiı-

]-a,;ion d.ensity is inordiıı..,l; ely I,:islı; it is, in f'--ct, lıalf a6ain

as }ıi5}ı as tbe nation-wid.e rıediano ti-ıe probleırı of ensuring

people v.,iii: 1and., jobs, snd bousin3 has becoııe correspondingl;;

acute,
,lenerally spealiing, socio-econoııic probleıns have never been

so pressing as j-n the context of the dranatic events of recent

yearsa Japitalist developırent is accoııpanied. by a slı ıırpening

,].
" The.ce h:-,ve been t!ır,ee ,,,ıe.r,e s of ııigre'ı ion i;o the state.

?rioı to 1951 the migrants were j]ind.u Bengalis fleeing f::orn re-
ii3ioııs pe:cecıı,tion in ,]ast i]ılti-s ban, Duırin; ihe nex'; ten years
the roigraııts !reı]e ]]irrd.u s i,"nd . ıohaınııed.qını n Since 1971 (ıvitlı the
creıtion cf -.ı,n5iııde;h) tiıe :.ıiği,an,t: i;o ],s ger,ı looiıin3 f'or a 1iveli-
iıood bave been liohanrı,ıe dens 'ı'roıı :)ı ıng;lı.d.e s iı. The ]iohaııqed.en

3engaliı,no,;;, coıı::ti':::tt ;i,, :_,1., e ou.,i:,ie:., o- i}ie state's popu-
lct ion. --, jd.
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29.

of the contradiction§ and conflict§ §haktng the sooial organigıı.

The inbalances i.ınplicit in tj-ıis deveJ-opnent are surfacing in

econoııic construction (for instance, tbe swift progress of some

regions vıi-th otbers remaining relatlvely backwaril). Such is tbe

socio-economio baokgrounct of some natlonal processes, and AssaIA

is by no ıneanş a4 eiceptiono, The northeast renains an under-

d.evelopeil, ba ckwaı<l territory. jdore tban 73 pğr cent of Assam|§

population lives below the poverty Iine. The 'lgreen revolutiontl

by-passed our state and to the AssaJrıese paasant it gugge§ts a

faiıy tale. The growing of a single crop--tea--has survived. froıı

coloniaI tines; Assam accounts for 54 per cent of India's tea

output. Horvever, it nust be notetl that tbe responsibl-e agency

is based outslde Assam, in Calcutta, l,{est 3enga1. Besi<les, the

oı,nıer§ of the tea plantations Ltlso have their heacl offlces in
Calcutta. This reduces Assamls poteatla1 for receiving revenue

froıı the ğa}e of tea (income tax, trade dues, and so forth).

[he slow ind.ustrial and agriculturaI groıvtb is a hintlrance

to tbe Assaüıese taking a wortby place in labour and economic

activity. Unemployment is grorılng steaaiily aııong the educated

sections of the population and th€ rural nasses. The ştate's

natural re§ıources are inaileqı_ıately developeil. &nd tbere is no

follor,, up to the steps that have been taken in that clirection.

Indİats first o1lfieltİs ı,ıere built in Assaıı and these could be

producing much more crude oi]. than totlay. less than hglf of this

crude oil is refinect in Assan itself. The authorities bave clone

noihing to reply to the ciemand that ııe an<l other people in thğ

state have been ınaking for the building of a 1arge oi1 refineıy
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30.

near the oj-lfielcls, Oil refinlng coulci be a catalyst for the

growth of other inilustı:ies (say, synthethic fibre). ].,et us note

that econonic ventures of tbis size cen only be undertaken by

the public sector, for prlvate capltal is oriontecl oE it§ own

merconalT interests and is not at alI İnclinetl to invest in a

distant border state. 3or the §tate, thls is a dtfferent matter.

By uıobilising resources for econonie progress in our state it
coulrl play the clocisive role in taklng tt out of backwarclnoss and

und.erc!evelopnent .

In vieıv of the aforesaicl, u/e woulal 1ike to stress that tbe

upheavals of recent years and the d.imensİons of atrti-goverrrment

nationalistic agitation are due to a nunber of rea§ons that have

been idendified tine ancl again by the 1eft ancl denocratic parties,

including tbe CPI. The principal reason is t}ıe ardent striving
to ilefend, the linguistic and cu]-tuııal iilentity of the Assamese

people, the apprehenslon felt by the Asganese tbat ,bhey ıOay be

pushetl into the background in tbeir own gtate. Another cauga

lies in tbe acute socio_econorıic problens (unenploynent, the

groıving iınpoverishrıent of the ınasses), aad baokwardness that per-

§ists alespite tbe exj.sience of huge nat ural and othor resoulces

neetlecl for vigorous economic cleve}opnent. Yet anotber cause is
that the central government ignoree these eno:mous potentials.

0n the other band, inter-conınunal peace. the processes of

ethnic integration anal, ultiııately, al1-Ind,ia uni.ty are seriously

threatened by the approacb to Asşan's problems that disregards aIl
tbe ot}ıers ı,ıh ile accentuating one--the so-ca}led pı,obleıı of
ilforeign nationals". \'I e are speaking of nigrants, especially

ni-grants of Bengali nationali,';y, Openly extreınis,t forces hee.ded,
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by tbe Agsanese leatlers of tlıe opposition movement are seeking

to cleprive theıı of electoral rights and expe1 tbem frorn the ştate.
At a oonforenoe back in July 1978 the A1],-.A,ssaın Stud,ents Union

arlopted a cbarter of deıoancls, inslstlng on oxpelling a1l llforei6çn

infiltrators" and. giving 80 per cent of the jobs to the sons of

the soil. Iater this movement became ant l-mlgrant generally, and,

the labe1 lıforeign national'| ııas tagged to people who settleci i.n

our state not only ln recent years but also ınuch earlier.
But 1et us recaIl blstoıly, pattloularly relatiyely recent

histoıT. A veıT 1arge proportion of the ınigrants have been as_

simi.lateil, having actopt ccl the Assameso language ancl culture. Ouf

state has benefitecl greatly fron ttıeir labour. And this is to say

nothing of the fact that nigrants from Dast Benga1 ancl tbeir
descentlants number ntllions. In other worils, we are faced. vıith

an enormous problen that involves buman clestinios. io resolve it
by extreıoist nethods means to doom to suffering our own people

as wel1 , for as receni d.eveloprnents have demonstratetl nationalistio-
chauvinistio agitation and the actions accoınpanying it receive

ağ €İnalogous response frorn people belonging to other coınmunitlegı

As a result, nationa1 cliscord is still further exacerbated..

The atteınptş to regolve this problen by negotiations betvıeen

the central government and 1eadgrs of the Assarnese opposition nove-

ment continuetl for tbree years. Tbe sides even reached agreenent

on a number of issues, for example, recognieing tbat persons rrho

had nıigrated to tbe state tv.ıo or more decacles ago, i. e. , prior
to 1951, sbould have the right to'continue living there; this
helcl out the promise of settling tbe destirly of about ]OC,OOO

ııigrant s frorn Banillatlesh who settlecl in Assıım ofter the state of

Banglaclesh ııas forned.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



!

,
.7.>

The stunbling block was the issue of the futuro of yet

anotber category of local inhabitants, also of Banglaclesh origi.n,

ıvho arrivecl betr,ıeen 1961 and 1971 (rougbly a nillion persons).

fhe Jnctian goverrunent opposed their tleportat j.on, on wbich the

.AASU leacters insisted, demanding that 1961 sbould be taken as

the cut-off year for settltng the probleın of llforelgn nationalslı,

deportlng those who arrived after that year.

The vast naJority of the state|s population wa§ ğhocked by

the turmoiI. The people frere outraged by the massacre§ and rt&nt

the restoration of tranquillty. It is lndicative that untler

pres§ure from tbese wi<lespread feelings the archltects of the

canpaign of nat j.ona]-istic agitation were subsequently compelloil

to adopt a !ıore realistlc stand on gome issues. Tor instance,

they bad to agree to the opposi-tion political parties being

clraıun in for consu]-tation on b oı,c to regolve the problen of

"fofelgn nationa].str. Earlier, the loaciors of the Asgağese

regionalists helct the view that the national polltical parties

ıvere irrelevant anal should be barreil fron speaking on .ı\ssam ı s

prob}ens.

The vieıv of the Congıunist Party is that the problen ghoultl

be set,ületl on the basis of tbe Constitutlon, in accordanoe ıvith

its provisions anal laı,\r§. There also are int ernat ional acts that

can be of real help: it rvould bo right to accept 1971 as the

cut-off year, for tbat wae the yeaı of tbe'proclaııatlon of the

indepencıent republic of Banglattesh, 1vl,ı icb under president sbeikh

i.{u j ibur Rahman signeil an agreelnent ıı,ıi th India setting up a

barrier to illegaI mi.gration. To prevent such ııigration the
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2,]

froniier betı,reen lrssaın arnd Bangiarleslı must be reinforcedı2

Tl:e continı-iing tension'in tiıe ı,baie uncluıestionably plays

into the bands of the forces spreading cbııuvinisn, d.ivision,

and c oı.,ırounali st sentiııents, ancl is fraught with d.anger for the

left and democratic forces, The party denounces national-

chauvinist and connunalist violence, incitelxent, ana agitation,

and calls for dialogue as the sole neans for settling the exist_

ing difficulties, The initiative for resıılning negotiations

should couıe froro tbe centraI authorities and everything should,

be done to avoid. a stalemate. The Coııununists have adopted a

constructi_ve stand also oıı the very acute probleıa of the future

of people wiıo settled in _'ıssam in 1951-1971. 1hose vıho aro in

resİdence .ı,ıi_t b the knoı,:ledge of the authorities and have their

assistance in settling down__tlıese should not be expelled. Nor

sLıould e:ipu}sion be applied ,co rıigrants ı,ıh o bo]_d. Ind.ian citizen_

ship. .lhe others could., ı.ıi-i; h assistance f,rom tlıe central gove]:n_

ment, be l,ese,İt]ed ou iside the s,ba,Le,

ııe sl-]ould li}ic to enphasise tiıat this is a nıajoı national

p]ıoblero ıvlıose settlement requires the participation of other

states, of the entire couatlxI. In the opinlon of the CPI , a lzay

out ot the situation can be found if sober account is ,baken of

tiıe actua1 substance of the probleııs that have arisen, i. settle-

ınent is ne ed,ed. v;bich ıtoulcl proııote tbe country's territorial

ıınity, na.,b ionaı.l consolidation and integration, and int er- corrlrounal

peace and bro tlı eriı ood.

' 
- _ l^^.i,l^,l +^ }.,li1,1z To p ı.ı l; an encl to illegal ııigrat ion Inilia d.ecided to bui].d

a i,e inf'or]c e 11 f'enc e

_-Ed.
along ei sector of the bord.cr with Bangladesiı,
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3 ı Mayls i9B4

PPKK Gcncl Sckracri Scıhad DİcLE'niq256 Tıkkiycli aydının
t 5 Mayıs 1984 8ün0 Kcnan Evren ve Moclh Barkent Nc.mnttin

Kerıduman'a 9.lnduklarl orıak dllckçcyc ilişkln açıklaması.

öğrcıim llyclcrinrtcn. t,itim iümlarından, hukukçulüdan, ıınaıçılardan, gaıcteci vc yazarlardan oluŞan 1256 Tüıkl,
ycli İydırıın İ5 Mıyır l964 8ünü, Kcn n Ewcn'c yePaılamcnto B.lkanı Nccmcttin Karaduman'a sunduklaıı orak dl'
ickçcyc ilişkin heı iiİlü h.b.iin b.r,n. yınıımııını, faşiİ dikıatörluğün ıkrytkıclim komutanlıklarl yasakladllar.

ıİ,j u.r,n" dı yansıdığı gibi, l256 imıeh ortak ılilckçcdc; lşkcncclere vc ağır hapidıane koşullaiına on vcrilmcsl,

iddnı kırarl1;,ıntn durdurulmaşı, öliim c.zalafının kaldırılması, dtmokralik vğ adil blr yargı mekanizmaılnın kUrulmaSl,

demokraıik h.k vc iiı8ijrlüklcr önihıdeki tüm cngellcrin kaldırllması; politik, sendikal vc diğer mcsleki tcmellcrc dayalı
ör8iitl.nmclcr üzeİindcki yasağa §on verilmesi, basın-yayln vc 9nat üıcrindcki sansürlin ka|dırılma3l; en 8€rıiş dilrüncc,
iii vc yaıı öz8ilrl(ğünün sağlanmırl, YöKtn kaldırılması, ıiniırcrrit. i16 TRT'nln öıcrk bir |şloyilc kavu;turulmıı lst+
niyor,

öıcltiklc Avrupa Konscyi'nin karırından sonr. dcmoknsiyc 8cçildiğini baı bas bağınn, bunu dışaııyı dl lŞatladlk
diyen dcma8oill.fe sııılaıı fışiıt dikıatörlİiğtln 8ct§€k yüıü, bu ı256 lmzah dilokçe ila bir kez daha açlğı çıktl. Tıİklyo'
ıtc demoknsiyc 8.çİlmedlği;i; dcmokratik hak ve öu8ütiıkl€rln kınntllar|ndan blle büscdilcmrye ccğlnl §öyınyen|erın
yalnııca Türkiyeli ve Kürdisıanlı darimci darıokratik gtlçleı olmadığı; bunun, faşin diktatörlük yanlısı güÇlcı dıŞındaki
ıüm toplum kesimlerinin onak düşiince|eri; dolayl§lyla Tiirkiyo ve Kürdistan'da yaşamn gcrçeğin ta kaldisi olduğu ka,
nıtlandı.

zaten, orıak ditckçcye ilişkin her tiİ|ü habcrin bıına ve kamuoyuna yanstmaslnl Gn8ellemek iÇin önlemlcrc baŞvu.
rıılnıası, diklatörlüğün dilekçc karşısında öflc ve tclaşa i.apdması ü aynı gcrçeklcrden kaynaklanıyoı.

_ Hcr şeyden önce; partimiz, Türkiyeli aydınlaıın 1256 imıa ile başvurdukları bu girişimi ıslnda, Çok önCelerinden
başvurulmas; 8ereken geçikmiş bir adım olank değerlendiriyoı. Aynı zamanda, l0 milyonu aşan nitfusuyla, Türkiyc
Kürdistan ı'ndaki Kiİt halıı üzerindcki baskılara yer verilmcmiş olmasına Ye dilekç€de halklmızln ulusal özlem vC talep-
lerini dale 8etircn hiçbir dürünceye rastlanmamasına bilyük bir cksiklik, bilim adamı , aydın ve nnatçı kişiliğİylO Ç.llŞ€n
bir tutum olarak bakryoruı.

Buna rağmcn partimiz, dilekç.de dilc teıiriıen büıün düşünce YG kay8,|an paylaşıyor ı256 aydmln iıemlcılni açıkça
dcltĞkliyor. Partimiz, dilekçede dile gcıirilcn inemlerin gerçcklcşmeıi yolunda atacakları h€r tilİl0 ıdlmlğdı onlann
arka!|nda olacak. Dilekçcdcki düşlnca vc iİtcml.r, Tıırkiyc w Kordllan hılklaıının; ıoplumun cn gcniş k.rlmıcİınln
diişünce öılem v. istcmlerinin önernli bir tİilümiinü iç.fen acil demokratik taleplerdiİ. Partimiı başından beıl ıözİonusu
aci| demokratik taleplerin kazanllmasl için va, 8üc{iyl. savaşıyor. 25 Maıı'tıki yerel scçimlcrden öncE TİP, TKP, TKEP,
TKSP ve partimizin ortak imzalarryla çlkan bildiİi, 7 Mayıs t9843ünü Panimlz, TlP, TKP, TKEP, Tt§P v3 TilP ğra.
fından yapılan ortak çağrlda aynl isıemler yer aldı. Faşi* diktatörlüğe karşl olan tilm tüçler, klşi Yo kuru|urıar, bğ
yöndc savaşmaya çağrıldı.

l256 aydtnln orhk dilekçesi aynı zamanda panimizin de içinde bu|unduğu altl partinin orük açlklama, çığr| Y6

çabalarının, geniş kesimleri etkilediğini, onları harekae geçirdiğani 8öst€riyor.
Bu nedenler|c PPKK, Tükiye ve Kıifdinan'daki tüm devrimci{cınokntik güçl€ri, anti-fali§t kişi vc kurulullaıl, blıüh

emekçileri aydın ve gençleri; yurtdışındaki demoknsi, insan haklırt ve barış yanlı!| kişiv€ kuıuluşları l256 Tüıkiycli
aydın|a dayanışmaya, dilekçelerinde dile gairdikleri istemlerin, kamuoyunda yıygınlaşması ve gcıçckleşmcsi lçln çaba
göstermeye çağırıyor.

Yuniçi ve dışındaki bütün bilim adamlarl, ögretim üyesi, 8azcteci, yazar v€ sanaıçllara, sendikalan, ğrencilcrc. de-
nıokratik me§lek iir8iitü yönctiçilerine sesleniyoruı. Tek tek ya da ortaklaşa olank, 'l256 imıalı dilekçcdc dile getlrileı
diişiince ve i5ıem|cri de§tekıediğimiıi, bunlarln 8erçckleşmesini i*ediğimiıl bellnen yaıılarla yönetime, baıım baş vu-
run, desıek mesajları yayınlayın ve sözkonusu isıemltİin hıyata 8cçm6i için çabalarınızı düa da akliflertirin.
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Ali APPEAL I'OR IIIE j,IBERAT]Oi\ 0E SOAIOLOG]ST BESIKCI

]STAI{BUL (ITA) - A prorninent Turkish soc iologist-writer Ismai]. Beşikçi
is still in prison for tıis scientific research on the natiorralities question
(See: BULLETIN, september l9?il.lle was sentenced to J-year irnprisorunent by the
decision of Istanbu1 Public Press Court on the alpearanc e of his book, Turkish
Thesis on History (The Theory of sün and ],anguage ) and the Cassation Aouİt
approved this decision ı,ılıiclı reflccts the oppression of the Kurdish rıation
in Turkey:

Beşi_kçi|s book focuse§ ıııain}y on the nature of the theory of Sun and
J,angrıage that hacl beeır put forı.ıard j-n }!Jos by the Turkish scientists with the
6uidance and contribution of l,lustafa Kerıal Atatürk, President of the Republic
of the time. The theory could be exemplified as such: 'lThe Hitites, Surnerians,
Egyptians, Ageans, Romans, Indiaıs, Çhinese a1]- cane into existence from the
Turkish race. Their cu]"ture and larıguage was created by Turk6. A]-so the Arabs
and Jewi-6h people are from Turkish race. Prophet l'iohanmed is a Turk, also...
And a]-1 the langrıages of the world had rıainly originated from Turkish language;
Turkis}ı is the nother of a1l langua8es. There is no langrıage such as KurdishJ
kurdish is only a degergated dialect of Turkish language. ihe kurdish rıationactııally consists of Tur]ts living in the montains"l|
. Isnıail Beşikçi who studies the fornıation and developnıent of official
ideology (kemalisın) discusses in his book the unscientificl rac ist-chauvinist
natuı,e of this idcology and exposes the politica1 docunent denying the nationa1exlstcnce and the basic deııocratic rights of the kurds as we]-} as the process oftheir being opprcs:ed.

During his tria1, Beşikçi rejected Istanbu]. Public Press Court as fol]_ows:t| This court is functioning just 1ike thc gendarme, the poJ-ice, the nationalsecurity organizations. To reject tl-ıe rcal-ity of Kurdish nation which i6 an ob-jective fact beyond the will of persons and institutions, the court is trying toestablish the hegeııony of the official ideology based on fraud. Turkish unlver-sities ens]-avcd by the official ideology 
"or."Jd" 

frorı the scientific truth bydenying the reality of ku:,dish nation. your court tries to prevent criticişmof lrofcssors ı,ıho obtain rnateria]- and moral advantages through politica1 char-1atanry on threat of punishmcııt.
ııYour court is preventing us from telling the trnth. It puts barriers tofree thinking and requests that ıve close our eyes to the social reality anclbecomc politica1 charlatans. It defends racisrn and co]-onj-alist pol-icy and triesto prevent and suppress the struggle ı,*aged against these policics. fu" 

".orotca],]- it a couıt whcn it acccpts a fie withoui further ado an. encoura.e§ us tolic as wcl1. 'l
Dcspite the fact of defendiırg dcıüıocratic riglıts of the Kurdish Nationin Turkey, Bcşikçi himself is not Kur.d_ish. He was born i_n Çorurn in 1939. Lsserving iıis military duty in kurdish area, he was interestcd in the rrroı.ı,natj,on and later hc wrote his first book, t|Structure of the Eastern Anatolia,/socio-econonıic aııd ethnic basesll bascd on his doctoral d,lssertation thcsi§in Eüzurun Atatürk university. on the appcafence, he ı,ıas quittcd froıı the assist-antship.
Şhort after he began acadernic r.,ıork ln Facufty of Po]-itical Scicnces ofAnkara Univcrsity i.n 1!/1, Beşikçi tıas irıprisoned by the martial law authoritiesand. condcrıncd to ğ years and 2 days prison terın by a rıilltary court for hisarticles and ],ectures he wrote on ihe rıatioııality question. As a result ofthe.genera1 aıınesty in I)|4, he was freed and he demanded to continue hiş aca-dernj.c work- Tn spite of the fact that other faculty nıcırıbers of the samc statuewerc forgiven, Besikcits demand was refuted rıainly bccause of poJ_itical rcasons.On this condcnjnation, his friends have issued the folloİ.,iing appealıllA scientist vıhosc solc crime consists of searclring lor .cİriİyr-or

"*Thi"ilş reality is 1ying in a Turkish prison. Turkish lress is sıleit. Turkishuniversities arc si]_cnt. 
. 
Turkish vorkerş, defcnders of freed,onı and dernocracy,socia],ists raise your voice! People for ireedonı".. raise your voice! Join handsfor thc fıeedom of Besikci, an intellectrral labourer thrown into jai1. To reıııainsilent is to becornc an accomplicq.ll ( n-rn-İİlİoİ-' '

ITA-E.]5-p.6
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1} lğııstet|ğıB, h 1ııı liirr bal,İını bıı,şı 'tıFö,lııl-,
ıücıdelo' ıılıa.rırıaıı ıııÖııı ğılaos*i ıiiııılüıültı lüı oprrığ-

yoıÇç çtdl ıı^aıf ö3.ıiıc tıçııdı. ğYrıo-öıal diJğtatiirlüüii LıEdi

ıaayııalı'ıaı bİlc gıÜıöJrğrs&r oıııtışru Iıııİ,'a cgLtu, İ*ı dırtı,

lııi tls aıvış bıllnd. cLı6 lııp t,lı 1l1şiitcııl sçıtiğlııtiıdi,
81İıİ.ıİnı bÖt6ıd,ı. lı.t,tİıa plı*larr <toğıtıltuıdı ııYış ıırüva_
].orl"ac güriiilrıcıl tıütlt}..l*t ırtııdı.

tiıattışııtrr
!ürLiış liiıölıügıııdı ıtlııgldo Lırııı, vıhşıtı 'düirj' dıüt

bcrşqğca ibe tıığlıı vc ırğ.tİgv.ğıtİ sğıııüİdts. §lıırdın bırt

İörı§ bısılşroı, ıı{İıııır ea ııığiıııüı.cı şnılglırğ,a1 geç,aıtrlı

üL rilı*lır ltLocılırğı pçtr{.lrşğs. iış 5üniiüı rıfttqlıfıı
y§ıcı&lctıı, 6§ıc*iıılaı tıbAltl* i@§ıüı. l0 vı çıılı} bışı-
Lı!ışc*. İİsrl*ı botıltıııröı1 İııııJ,ıı cvt*İı{ı, topıı.lırı.ıin
ıüıtili§or.

ğısl, f,iiat hıliııı yiiııılt} iııııı vc IşıL §irülıtoı|ü*1
.ıldırı.rı bıilı göıüırıbil,ıı& 19tı'l!i;lri§ııııl,n çüçlgııtıl
.ü*ılXncİ, litir§l.t,ı !üaea 1şlı torilriııl dııtıLlşrlır y.r'

ılgıeğJrsi§. ıırı}ıış, koışu iiltılcçl şı liPtai gu,gl.ıırc Lıliıç-
Eastı"r. Sl.koyr siçt.n Ğğşiiııı. tıııörlGıi Coıtıllry_lGr 8.ığüt.
ilınl.ı ? §iı"lr{ilı,tt tillrır.ı bıliııı iıqı blı'lıpl1 ol,-ılp Ll,ıls-
El§?

'|Riı* vg tİirt hıteıaıa üıeşladı şıçdığ br toPf.İıırı3ı
tiliılıJ,ı, tiiri§ctai.a §ılec*ğlıi tc}ılilcırr ıtııtıııılıç. Ül,\gnlı

uluııI btğıoııılığııı cılıergıütııe pcşLğt ç*oleıdir. Üliayl
ıİD ıılı. eıvış İışİırtıeısı şolltıİısr. doğFııı.tsııpdı aıcğınıııı
ıiiıtül*ıL istaşo.lıı{iı. El}ııi,ı skonoıiır4t oıpııvılrıılı ıı{üı
ya tılııı,nı ıçalaEdlr. Utrış vı hıı!ı diiğıınlotrıdır. htı*
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iılİıııııı ırıııl eıııılıııııı,.a§ü aınıtgtgnıı bılil§ıı

ııı** doıh !il'1n ö1l ııııüııılıE.
lcğrlııt aı.t.ııoıİıarı Lıİııü rıüı!at8 İlı rtnüı,tcü-

ıiır 1neşrııı ılı ıltııaı lıliııııı vı }ğlıd*|, ılüıl Efrlıı
b.l*.tİı. ııııı ısürıİlİ, ııgıı.Erı.!. |tütİİırı,ııı lD t ııçıır.

JOie

ııtı5'ıı ag ıkıiıı Etııİıiı Eıiü günıh
ötlı ııttıttğl ıİ,b1, !Eığıı'ld. ııltııaıı 'İ§ıİlı, ı İrı Lıı-
İeı 1qıal§ı.ıs. t@'tllıiİı ııIıtr*1 oüırı ı itıt caıııt
orılışııı 3ıtt}ı. §tçt iŞlrıüıı lıış. ıtlSlı 9.t,üE clıır
t3!ş'ı çılııglısÖı"r. tııülııt bİ,ıııt 4ıılıt EqLıtıİııı rıDİ,-
ı.ıı'ıı!ı. &ııİİ tG|El ıolırİİıııy!ı ıııİı nİııı ıüıilİlçıl*{İı.
§ııl,ı§ıı blç blrl dıeıılıtı ı icçlı ııınüErı lrryı dil

|J

uııteı t

ııııöııı rİİ,ıtıİıiı ıııEı,| ontıöo§'dı tğığyıa ıbıtıİr|rıı
1ıt ctğı orTnl orııııı İğİt İııİığs ııÇıüıİ ğı.İ.r ığııı
öeüiırliıİı Lı6ııııılıİ 1.üçİ !iİıİ. tı:ıİıırııı İcıı lırtİıı
Judı!ıı.ır tı8ıı1 ıtırıtıİıı }ııİs clıİtır. İı ı*{çıeı ııal|
ıı.üıİa ıDİirıı!.nıııı çıİıılırışlı ıbİınıın DığLı.cııı. §ıctıı
ıtğ*ilnııiı eo§ııı!ı ııtüı boıı§ğı vır. |§lıü§n'ıiı ıiiııLlğ
tölrüşı ıl§ıtüğ{Eı ıı }ıılı ş{LiiılElüllıç!ıtıl ıclıı 3ıtl!ı-
cıglı' üryİn 4ırg Dııtıİon, ilı.İşİ.ıl çiıııl ürİyırJn çı İıı,'ı
lıııı iı.ıüırtıryı çılışşroı. iıiibo'ılıil ıılletılılı ıGı.ıııLı
bıliııııı ııvı^lı ı!ıcıl gıiaüıi lıt§ğo. lalsıOll, ııatlılrİ
vı gıtııillırı- bıiııı catr ir ııLııııl tulıfq, a!tı!.ılı l&ü
ieııgı| iırıgrı.l6tilıı! §gllrı Lııçı şüıütışl 91ırıüğ
ııtıılır içiı bğlııılı iiılıaııi lrülJıo!. bıa dl,Jıtıt§çlüürıiı ıllİ
İlo İıııl,ııığı t.ııl, ıİı ııtı.şıııı!ı t|ııtı6o|ı h ,"ıaı İ§
tüTlü o1ııığı 3ıÜl§roıı.

rsııOııl tilllılıiı §i:rl§ı vı lrıi lilfülıtıııiı

--L

--ı
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,

,.iı{İrrlĞl lıııı o1ınryılım,ı Jıılıııoı ülrt bıllı-ııı aaÜııı
tğı Döleı bılilıııııı nılı3ı.u ıı 9ıirlıcıı fiılll*lı. ajı
n iıfrı bırıçııı ü.ıü ıui Lıı tıbllidlr. üiı"rıı iıııı
vğlılsl, tıL ıııür ııln ıııtı. lılı. ııııırıı ıııİtıtrıjıüp
ğiilı iışiır* lıi§oı. O ııüıtı ic vıtü ntııılııı ıüii,
rııııtıllırı lılıılı nııılılllıt &lıı hıllı ığ7ıı ıııc1ııE_
lıl,slı1 tırğç lııııı i.ı. bls }üı döı ııdıiııit* railııı
ııııı ıırüııl*lıı lııııvçlıı. löılboı yıtııı çı.İı"İ.ıı lciı
iüıt ı-r}ı+ i§ıı rığ ıl,llııü.ı tırLa üı ııvıı ,,&ütir§rlır.
ltllltırılıt iıııllc tıııü le rylül ılııüılıl gcL hııı|ı
ı)1rİııIrıırİ ıı tıtçtüı nırı^rııııııı. tüıtlıtııılıLİ.
ıılaı.ıı ,l..$€l Loiı plıılı,ıliıı.

Stıılaı
lilçt lnliıı 1hıi.tl lı ıüı1 ıırılııılııı lnorı.İ .tnı

(lıüııl i9iı. uFlıı. ıctlvılııı ıtbğllriıl öırı* iç|ı
iııOı çı.İıı l &aı lrıi|a[ a.!lıl ııct, ç*,tlırü§t tHıı
ü!ı4lıtııııı}1 eEıırııs ııdıl, agİı§ıııııı Lülştı
bopltılııııİ ıO ıttlıLt. nint İğyığıtb. İ§ı rı* rı
tıüıııs Lılıl.ıatııtıtırı t ğııaıı bııLşn ıı t lıD ııııı
ll, hı ğlt1 nırıtıJotı rııLı H,r ıüuııı ııı Liı ılıı1 ıılı
öı6üı ııtuı J 0ıığıı iılnıs l

![rL§ıı Eıfulıt iıüttıl
ilııtıı iilltıl
lollüiİ, 8iiıoın
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24 şlıt l9sl

oİyanıeıını»arİ q4r IğRIİJI

ııasgğl€ı l,ışanla rııı hsiklarıı guülulu.lıüı.E. &ınuı rcJ.uıııı $ ı-
tod,al btllısel eosJqligİEl!ı ustaığrı göetord.ğilerıiİle e. uğÜİü
etllşq.lıll olların eilylı«ilklırl ışık üutsf. Binblrldıİa €ıilıa cııtı
vırip, hızlı [r toupo İlı guiış:tlı/ır. ÇUrcTliı.ln oıd.dıJııtıg tlgır!ıib
üıraı. ıgığrl€ çoj.:.çııtq! doetlaşıı*ızdır. _ilbetüg 9ı1 gıJ8ıüüır tlıtt-
lır bııİIaŞÜr. Yc ığçr tıışerİğk lotlyorekı böyıı olıoıiıyıır,.

hı aöz}er ,hından ıa yıl ,ğnıQı ]o iİsıt ].9?o tüıü ü.atrcttıı tsiıJırlü_
iaJn aö,,lüyqrdu. O süı Dırı"l,ıol Doğı Eitltür Oogi;ın:,ı loksfı üOlııyoi\.
du İatsah_lıiia. İstaıhıl Dgvrdıııl Doğu Ktütür Ocığı Eselıqaı }.ğiıatti,ı
BüytllrlcışıE1 bmışoasııı ığılo sürdür§ordı :

ıÖrgitüiiınUz 19tndı 6ürıtln büytiğü. ktlgtlğfl yottur. uürıı 6ürrür.!ıg tı§ıyan aa; üıver'öırı dı1 ** *rrıı ü1 iıops| ıynı blaay1 3qr1-
!o!. iiıaelei iıı.lııngi ür ııırü 5örıv ıJ.ıı he$ıln e sırda Lııüıı
ilüşgıı ya,ı§ıaı, retoacğİıı 8ür<ı1 koı.]ııdoa tııklıalıı vağnagıd,ı!.
ğı glı insıııla rıa, h"s lİlır ıa nu tluluğuduşi.

14 rıl ğıoı hı etizlgıd ıöy}eyıa iilrıL gııinıyoı ırtıL... ll$ıt
rıJlutı oo[a tlı rı. tııdt ni tışanJ.ı rı;ıı aıa nutlıılcğıı igtı ıııııın
ıdıyıa bu çıc Küıt yıı!tgıvıı{, gı9ıı ıy, DlşırbıJıır lıhrl cısıavııda
lııbırgı ğldüıdÜlcı. §ıoıttln §tlrtt(İıJiııraı Hı}ıı stıkıı1 Roıt
4Jrüü§liıü, AiDt 34rıiıı. illhret iılürııııı. §allb §ıçığı şlhıibnl.rıl, !ürt-Ktlıt ttiı bılkıııızıı ıııtlu]ı_u 191ı saııann ıırıE byıüı Kü§t y-urtilıııtr d.lrt dlı* yı&ıııtı bobıtt iursıılırıfıL

ğo lstlyordıı Dlyarb-ikır Aıke rt Cı8.ı"lı&kı tutulıtu ıurüıııı].ıı?iEo&.ış]ardı eofuktaa doıılıyorus. koğugıar ığıtüsıı'' diyortqriıı. iıEai
yerine veı.i,len tsg y6 kun öolu blr avug bulıııagtaı1 yıüorsiı bıırıııvı soğur.tıa, başta vcr(.ln hor türlü hıstalık yoyıı.ıyordıı eıpagrİıib
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2

ZlııdE!ı ıtılı!ı tutuklı. nbyus blrlııg yıt tgtıdı gürütülrnt, ğ].tlnüı

geıgaalo tırlodilmk letıı§oriüı. Cııııılıdı yıtır}İ aı vırllq{yeı1
üİılgı klİfür, falıka, h€İ gaştt İçbnoa kol gııİyoröu eagı§l,ndg...
llahkcnoye gütür üürien. tutuklulır glıc1 re bığlanıyor. ırukıtlı rıylı 1

yakıılqrıylı gtiı,tl9türülntşorlırtlı. Itğıtlarına, kıienlırlnf,, ıotlırıı1
ılLonuyor&ı.

Dlşıırbkır A8!3fl AızırlıĞık1 DoIlttL üu'çulılulırıı bütib H tıııı.
lık iLışı wgu}srıa]rıra ooa y.rllrygl, lstoniıo, bY!.§-Üııl dtltstğrlüğü
kaılı-lcırcuğlıı ü:iuklu Jurtt?€rl.ı"t dtrl dtr1 yık.rst EırşıJ,ıi vıril,
&ı barbarlığıı duyrıtııoıeı 19lı yayıı yıaığı koyihı. AI, Dlrırbaiırlı
fuıtırııler hı bırbrılLı,ıİı, bısĞ. §tvralerlıc, d.ı!Oyı §aln.ıojıunı

ilıtmyl bışırciılar.
hırn ıllyırbıkıı Asbrl Gızı.ytıdı polttlk t tuiluıırıı ylğlt

<ilrcıtgl sürlilıor. eı eİaıF dlrınlşln ellruısl; olayların dilaJı klııoşıu_
ıı yaıaıEEı8ı akırF,5ııatg Gıaol Kurıııy ]J,,şJıını §ııdıt ÜnıĞı blıııt
ülşırbak3ra tlto,k ıoırıııjı tnldıı ln bİd3 Dlyırbıkır Acbı.l O.ıı_
ııtndı olup bdtııler korıusuıdı btgbtr rseıd, ıgıilını şnpılıı5rotı
nDl| bıohınüğ Dtınrbılor 3ıtedtyı 3ığkanı ıdıbdİ, Zıııınıı. İGD ].ıİ 

.

Şubıl LılqılarıBüı 
^ll 

İlnı Çllt'lıı ütı.ld tutuEltıf,ırıı dunı[ı
Eonııgı]ıdı iadlı b*çHr ıçıilın şpıl6r dığİl...

eıüı tlJ,k E{lala a!ıı"l.ı{ıü pctltii tutuilııırıı Eıbl,5
cll}ıııllİlılı !ıioıalığı ıDıeıi ortıiıdiır. üyııbıiıı Aıtsııl O.ııfitıü
7 Eürt yuıtıtırlb bırhrı ülöürlllred,. ztıüı}ırıhil tutuilııiı}iı
ysşans fukkr!,r!ıı yok dlldr_ğlıılı gıngtirını|Hnln blgı eqJal.,lığıaı ıpıgıt
göstoı,l,yo!ı iiogmttla 3l$ilıyılııı. 12 ıylül dırboglı<toı btı ıık
yaıı yıJ.nıııı ğıırbıkıraa eıntaııı oıl.tatla rınog ğlalüı.ülgı 35_ı}O

yurlııv.rtıı yüra&lırl gılııınıJot hıgib...Ana !!,Eı oı4ııı, Jsrıaı
bı|.kıaı hır şıyln tlstüıü ttıtı"ı nırtr.ıorlıriı glrıEİ. Dişnıhlırilıii
tuüuklu]ırlı blıllİtı glfPıİoİı

3ılı UUtta nıfttııJı r.ln:ı&ı ıııtolyoruz ı
ı Yu.rttııı ivlıaıııı fıştıt 5ınırıllır gıtıılılı ıltndı yoioinsııı
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f
,

a

igln vıpt i4ııltrgı şınılıa terlrıı lfE8ıtl , fıştat ttırörlgtlırl
sılırerc*ydı polİttk tutuklııiırı gpno1 ıf ka9ğEı İ$ı dıgııik b*!ıİı
nsyı aDeQlıyo.r. 3uaEı tzıjı Yıln|ı Pgtttik tuüuklıı}ırı sıbıı şıLl
hlar gıatı 9ık rtarııııı İ4kııılılı gıkarlsrını garu&aıukları ı9tİ
gtııdııdığr. 0ıılgr onıııla§ıEı iıştıt südl}ardng clğnıtınoni lgtı
dlronİşorlar. §s:xia ılcuğİılı ıııEıusunu korurıı} {Elı dtrıııİİg5tıİ.
Oılsıt şn1",ıı bırakui Kııti.llcre, §rroıı1 öEılıı dur ğl
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dtıııxclgını.ııitr
kümırnir rıoent

Surlycdın öncr Yahİdlccnll HalilrTürkİyedan lhoct ıııbanoct vc

E.-.,.**İtİffi{brçü"[a"ür.§5oenlatanilayaşayanKürtlerüzarl.nrbilgilstlyoı*
lar. Yaaıtı /'ruza Taaan atllı Kürt gazetcalnin başyagg11 vordl,

Jarth ülkoolztieki bugünkü şanalı Kürtlerln ,iı gcçen yüzyılın

başları ndaıııılıı anayurt ları kürdietanı daha fazla ba8kı v. ıuIüniııa

kurtuloak tgin bırakıp \a yurttaşlığına gaçcn 2oOO0 iürel|ün .rf.a.
o1tluğunu Jıazryor.

Bıı türtlerln büyük bİr bölünü o zananlar, doğu Erocnietana yerlcş_

til6r. Tünüylc oküna yaznadaa nasİplarlni aıoa6ışlpolltlkatİan reilcbl_

yat ve aanattan ıü 0o} urak durundayilılar. Dağlarda gö9ebc yaşaBı

aürdürüyor vc koyun bcgioltrlğt llc 8cçtnİyorlardı.. Büyük çoğunluğu

okullhaetahanE vcya kitaptık dtyc blrşey tanınıyortlu. İtıı^ 1920 dc

Erocnlstanala ğovJret erkinl.n kuruloaeı Löklü eosyal rcforaların yapıl-

oaaını 1ea;lailı ve bu ycrc1 Kürtlerln tarlhlndc ycni blr tlöncniı ba ş_.

lattı.
§rııcni öğretnenleri irürt balkına okullarda cgltin varill].cr vc

kcndi uluea1 ğğrctocnlerlnJ. yıtiştirdiler.
Ria 1aza (yenl yol) aitlı Kürt çc gazctc Eroeniatanda 1930 tian bıı_

yana yayınladlİor. Daha e oııip blr ulusal tiyatrd kurulilu, bunu öace

gcvlri ıiıııi ilaba gonra iec orlJtnal cdeblyat yapıtlarının Kürtgc

yıİyıalanoaaı izlcrli. 8rnenistan radyoso hşüşk Kürtler için yayın

Jrapar v. ellntlc r4OO Kürt halL tüikılıük blrl kolekaJ.yon varcİır.

tialkınızın Jraganının çeşltli yönlarlni etkileyen değtşinler

her blr Lürt köyünite gözlcncbJ.llr.

örncğln AJ,agyaz köy: 116*1 itağı etekterlndedlr vc buratia körlijl.r
konforlu

61t1! ıığtıııtRı Lırıııığ+t}}ı taş Lonutlarila yagıyoflar. Bu kğytlc

blr ortaokutlbir küJ.tür oerkczlrblr kltaplık va blr haetahanc varclır.

Blr peynir fabrlkasıııııirıaı"ııL v6 ayrıca çeşitlt eanay!. iglıtncle-
rlnln gubılcri. vardır. Iere1 Auatör tlyatroda çcvlr1 klaaik o;runlap

_
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\1lc ycrcl yaıarların yazilığı oyunlar eahnelenir.
_ Bcnln Alagyazıda pek çok doetun varranı gtnilt yitirdiğintz &uq,.
lü8ol | 1lo ıloatuluğuoun hı ö26l bir ycrl vardı. 8u lnsanın Jıaşao:ı

bir taribscl rooana koau olab1,Iir. Çünkü Khoiloc vc allcg{ 8rnenlstanalaki

X,ürt].erin Jraşaoının ttpik bir aynaııciır.
Khudoe, r92O tlevrlmci cylıalcrinde yer alğığı vr kızıl oralııya katı|

dığı zaoan 15 yagıniia blr kır yoksulu idl. Tcrhlg olup 6vc <iöndüğündo

kcnitt köyünilckl btr kollcitif gtftllğln örgğtleylcllarlndcn blrtal o1duo

Yıllarca bu kolektlf ç.tftllğtn yöncticlliğlni yaptı.trffiS" onu pak

9o k6z ycrcl eovyctln başkanlığıoa seçtllcr.
I(hud oe ııgo1 , elürt oğlu vc üç kızıyla hor zaoan gok onurlanırtlı. Hcr6

blrl btr yükeck öğrenlo kurununu bttlrdl vc llglnç neelckler ecçtilcr.
Enbüyük oğJ.u Aglt ILLa Taza gazetesinln aanğt vc cdcbiyat bö],ününüı başıIi
ilır.Sİakro tarih tloktorualur vc Erneniatan ğilioler AkadenislrDoğu 811tq_

lcri Engtititüeü 1İı}ı Kürtgc Bölününün başkanı o1an blr tarib cloktonıi
dur.Shallkorbalk eğttlB a18tcnlnda yöntcnblllncldlr. 0corg11 Doktoragını
yapoı9 blr tıp doktoruilur. Eroenlatan ortopedi ,;vc travoatotoJ1 EnatttIl
eünde galışıyor. Khoıloc'n:.a kızları Kibar r l4rusya ve Zlna ıiiçü dc öörctnQr
ilr.

fugün Eroenlgtanda Jraşayan 500OO Kürl yurttaşlaİçİın tünü İgtn
fı rsat la

,çOk yöalü gclişaalcrlnl olanaklı kılan aayıeız l*ııŞı clolu bir yagaı
aağianoı ştı,r.

Onlarryerel yönctio organlarında tensl1 edlllyorlar, Eıhenletan Cuu.-

buriyctiain ıükeek ğovyctlnöı bugün ıı ii,t kürt nlllctvekili vardır.
Ayrıca partl yönetlollerlrüalü sanatgılarravukatlar,ftg§|orlar va gcşltll
bt].lmscl aragtırna vç ağitin kuruolarıada çalışan ez(uııın aıoktoru va
akadeolsyen ailayı vardır.

Hcr yıl .unhurlyetln yayınevler1 Kürtçe çoşltll kitaplar yayınlar..
lar. Bunlar. içinde .9 ıürt yazarın kltapları ErBenlce ve Ruecaya gcvrllo.iCuohurlyet dı şıadamlŞ Olup ;ıırİlır?ı*ı da populer olnuşlardır.

Ernealstaadakl Kijrtl€r hala kendi gelenckleriai radatlerlni canlı
tutarlar vc heryıl Eovruzu kutlarlar.
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hıgüa §oııyetlor ğtrllğlnclc toplaı iI5O00 Kürt yaşanattatiır. ltş
Aıcrbcycands , Gürclatanda vı Jrta Aeya Ouohurlyetl.rlndc ac y.galkİbl
bıralaııda yaşayanlarında önieriniioki fıraatlar Ernenigtanala yaşayaolar

gibltlir.
Anlrtkg SARD^R

§rivan

UOSCOY rE,{S 2r §ustos 1983
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Books on the
Kwrds and kıırcffstan

nFMcHENKo. P,: lıakski Kuİdistan wıgnc, Moskvı l963

XaİE'İİ'İ.^ğ'd , iiiange lanas anO Fıiendly Peoplr"
""J.'İİl'İi ÖiT. o*isc'he Ausgablc (Gaerender orient,

t B'it'd.l'il il"#,i-+;:'iti:.,["i,ir,""X"ill |jll 
] :"

İİ,İlSİü'e,lJ] l-", llcıivaın§ Kuıdes en USSR, Yerevan

l95.1

tıİiİlns;11-1,1ş,,J[",p#'Hij*'ixl;J"l,'j3"".
t_on(|on l96()

nnİ'jİ'İrİXİİ'l. lİ""ur: Ki,chen und Moschecn tn Aımenien
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slIRVEYs, IN!,oRMATIoN AND MAI1

oUTcAsT§ 0.!r THE TI,{E}fTİETH cENTIIRY

status of Ethnic lılinorities in Indus tria1
Capitalist Countries

The past few years have witnessed a d.raınatlc exacerba-

tlon of inter-racial and inter-ethnic relattons tn industrlal
capİtal.ist countries that in rnany cases erupted into vi-olent,

angry clasbes. The street fighting in the coloured ghettos

of London, ltashİ.ngton, 3iırninghaın, New York, T,iverpool, and.

Chicago have draırn public ettention to the tragl.c condition of
ethnic ıninorities. Whereas in the West not very long ago

they spoke of an eccldental outbreak ol an 'tepid.enıic of na-

tionalismlı, today even bourgeois leaders concede thet the roots
of the unlest lie in racia1 tliscrinılnat lon that flourlshes in
a1]. areas of Ilfe.

S }ave §t atus

In developed capttalist countrteg there are no signboaıds
with tlıe woıal! ılFor ıt/hltes Onl-y'ı. But socletyls ilivİ.ston lnto
two sections isolated from each other and not enjoyİng equal
rights--c olouTed and ııhite_-is glaringly in evl,dence. Most of
the co]-ouıed are on the ].owest rung of the soclal ladder, ancl

they are the ones who1 as a rule, perrorm the nost ungttlactive

"o4 
1gg_pald rork. In the USA half agatn as many Afro-Anerlcans

as çhites, 8O per cent.of the Chlcanos (persons of liexican
origin), and over 70 per cent of the ?uerto Ricans are eınp).oyed.

n*-
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,

on ıınskilled, mostly nanual work. The correspondİng indicator
aııong iınınlgTants, principaily from Centra]- Afrlcan countries,
is 81 .6 per cent in 3rance and between 84 and 94 per cent in
Brltain among iınmtgrants froın carlbbean anaı Astan countries.
They are employed chiefly in poorly equipped sectors of the
ınining, texti.l-e, and food. industries, construction, publi-c
utilities, transport, agriculture, and ssnitation services.
Most of the llcleantı professions are closed to theın. Mainly
whites are eııployed in the nuclear, electronics, and petfo-
chemical inciustries, banktng, gnd other presttgious sectors
of the U§ economy.

Discriııination agalnst so-cslled guest workers ls part1-
cular]-y harsh. Recruited in their hoıneland, they are for a1l
practical purposes d.enied freed.om of choosing Jobs. This
category of working people is subjected to eınlnently brutaJ.
exploitatton a§ a result of the steady intenslfication of
]-abour and. the introduction of uncontrolled. overtlme. In Itsly,
for example, according to statistics of the ltalian confetiera-
tion of Trade Unions, they work from 55 to 7O hours a week.
The absence of labour pıotection is the cause of countless
cases of İnjury and occupationa} dtseases. In swıtherland the
number of accidents among guest workers is1 depend.lng on the

tnilustry, fron three to ten times larger then aınong Swiss. In
France iıııni.grant workers, who account for only elght per
cent of the employed. population, suffer 22 per cent of the

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



),

prod.uctlon injuries. Denied soclaI rights, they get no compen-

sation for such tnjurles.
There is also wage dislrimination against persons belong-

ing to ethnic minorities. In the USA the ıvages received by

Afro_American ancl other ethnic citizens is almost half of

the ıeınuneration paid to ıvhites. In Canada Esklmos get half and.

Indian uıiners get one-third of what is paid to whites. Ship_

building companies in Britain pay etbnic workers one-fifth of

the wages of whites despite the fact that thetr work-day ls
f our hours longer.

Non_white workers are usually at the top of the dismissal
lists. Tn the USA, even according to offictal statistics, the

uneııployment rate among ethnic ıninorities has reached. a]:nost

lO per cent. The conclition of the lnd.igenous inhabitants of

I,Iorth Anerlca, Australia, and New Zealanii is appallingly tra-
gic. fhe jobless rate is 80 per cent among the lnhebitants of

the Indİan reservations of the USA, 80-90 per cent among the

Eskiınos of Alaska, and. 75 per cent aınong able-botttetl Canadian

Ind.ians. In Australia uneınploynont among aborigene inctustrial
workers is six tirıes above the average, reaching 1O0 per cent

ln s ome c oınınuntt ies .

Foreign workers ].ive uncler the constant threat of clls-
nissal. Oveı the çast 10_15 years the governments of capital_
tst countries, in alliance with the nıonopolies1 have been pur-

suing a policy of xegulaTly renewing the boiiy of imınigrants in
ortier to obtain the largest possible returns from alien pro-
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letarians. §uperexp }oitatio n leads to their rapid, p§sical
exhaustion, and the need arises for ı,eplenishing manpower.

Iiew imııigrants come to take the place of dismissed and deporteri
immigrants, often on pooreı terıns. For example, 477rOOO for-
ei.gn workers ıgere discharged and. deported ln the FRG in 1956-
195f. they were replaced with newly arrived iıunigrants. This
sort of 'lrotation!ı perststs to this d.ay.

The scientific snd technologica1 revolution and. the
stıuctural ıeadjustrnents in the economies of capitelist
countries have hit th" "'Ploİ'"otrur" of ethnic minorities
particularly hard. Autoınation, neıy nıethods of ınanageınent, and.

moderni.satton in the services ind.ustry have cut back the d emand

for unskilled labour, the bulk of which consigts on non-whites.
Their opportunlties for learning skills are eıtreınely slfun oıı
account of the d.iscrimination in access to occupational tral-ning.

From Segre tion in Education to Socia]- Genoc ide

rn order to operate high-tech rnachi.nery people must have
a higher 1evel of generaI eciucation. However, in capitalist
countries the majority of the coloured peopJ-e d.o not get a pro-
per education. In the USA, despite the legislative ban on

segregation, more than 60 per cent of Afro-Aınerican children to
thls day attend schools where they predominate numerically
and the qua}ity of the teaching is far below the standard at
schools in white neighbourhood.s. The low knowledge leve1 ıeduces
the chances of these cbildren f ind.ing jobs afi;er they Ieave
schoo].. The situation is compounded. by the fact that ınany of
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them quit studyi.ng early. In the USA, accordlng to offtclal
statistics, the proportion of drop-outs among Afro-American
schoolchildren exceeds 16 per cent, and aınong Spanish-speaking
children it is over J0 per cent. Almost half of a]_1 the Iniiians
in the USA have not finished five classes, although a system

of twelve_year second,ary education operates ln the country.
Nor is the situation better in sorne other countries. In

the FRG onl_y half of the children of foreign workers study,
end of these 50 per cent are compelled to clrop out before
finishing school. A matriculation certificate ls woa by only
four per cent of the aborigene children of Australia, 20 per
cent of the Canadian Inctian child.ren, and only six peı. cent
of West Indian and 14 per cent of Asian chi]_dren in Brltain.
This results in rnass illiteracy aınong ethnic minorities. About

balf of the Intiians in the usA and ınore than 90 per cent of the
aborlgenes in Australia are total}y illiterate.

0f those who get a secondary education far froın all can

expect to 1earn a profession. In 3rltain approxiınately 35
per cent of West Ind.ian and Asian school-leavers and in the
FRo over two-thircls of the chtlci.ren of lınınigrant workers remain
ryithout occupationa1 training.

Thelr chances of getting a hi.gher education are even smal-
ler. In the USA only 5-7 per cent of the sentor year studentsl
are from ethnic ıninoritles. In Britain a diploma certifying
htgher ed.ucation is recelved by only O.§ per cent of ethnic
Ivest Inilians and five per cent of young British citizens of
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6

Asian origin. Only one per cent of Canadian Ind.ians and

roughly 0.03 per cent of Australian aborigenes stud.y at uni-
versities, which most of them do not finish.

The massive assault undertaken in the ınid.-197Os by
monopoly capital and the ruling circles on the sociaI gains
and living standard of working people has rnost seriously af-
fected the condition of ethnic minorities, spelling out
socia1 genocide for them.

Social benefits prograınmes for the poor, ınost of whoın

are people belonging to ethnic rninori.ties, have been slashed.
In the USA 62 per cent of the chronical)-y impoverished are
non-whites. As many as 80 per cent of the Indians and Eskiınos
of Canad,a and nearly two-thirds of AustrallaIs aborlgenes and
of New zealand.ıs Maoris eke out en existence below the poveTty
line- These 8roups of the population were the hardest hit also
by the cutback of allocationş for socia]. security, housing,
publlc }ıealth, and education. In the USA, for instance, cities
in which ethnic ıninorl,tles coınprtse a particularly large part
of tbe populatton are becoming the targets of the largest
red.uctions in socla]. aIlowances funds. The already srnaIl
fed.era]- subsid.ies to the Ind.i.n reservations have been red.uced
by another 500 mtllton dollars annually slnce 1980.

Abject poverty, shanty towns, and substandard med,lca1
care symbo}ise racia]. dİscrtmination. Tn most of the cepİtalist
countries coloured. peopIe are officıally not berred from living
in vıhite neighbourhoods. But those who can afford this are
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helpless before the racist prejudices of the landlords.
iIoı,ıever, tlıe ııa j ority of coloured cit j.zens do not have the

ITıone]r to 11ve outside the ghettos that have becoıne part and

parce1 of the big cities. The most notorious Afro-Aınerican
ghetto--ile;z Ycrk's Harleın--is a ne ighbourhoocl of tumb]edown

houses tlıat have not been repaired fora lon€ tlme and many

of ıvlıj_c iı are iıı e hazardous condition. Even according to officiaI
statistlcs, nıore than ten per cent of thern are uninhabitable.
Haıle;_ı is short of schools and hospitals. The cinemas have
gJ.ve:ı rıa; t c numerous bars and video-garne halls , where ııarcot ic s
are pedciJ-ed. It is alangerous to walk in the streets of Haılem
even i.n dayliglrt: violence reigns there, and a larger number of
gerious crimes is eoınnitted than in any other New Yırk neigh-
bourhood.

}laıleııı is no exception. The names of countries and citie§
tliffer, bı.t the 1ife'of the ghetto inhabitants is everywhere
the sene. In cepitalist countries most of the immigrant ııorkers
cannot afford even a ghetto clwelling. They live in barracks
more of teıı than not on the territory of factories, or in houses
that should have beenapul].ed doivn long ago. Severel
per§cns are assigneE/tiny rooın devoid of elementary convenien-
ces, but eac]ı is chargeal a Tent as for a who].e apartınent.

That d,isease is widespread aınong ethnic rninorities is
due to the shocking living anil working conditions. 3oı
exarıple, thc tuberculosis rate arıong Pakistani irnmigrants in
3ritaiır is 30 tiınes higher than among the whlte population.
In the Indien reservations in the usA the tuberculosis rate in
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B.

pxoportion to the population is seven tirnes higher than in
ı,ıhite ,rc igiıbcıurhood s . rn ethnic cornmuni.ties many people are

chronicalli. il1 , and the child death rate i§ very high. The

avera6c 1-'_f c expectancy is ııuch shorter than arıong ıı,hites.
For iısta:ıc e , in the US:\ Af ro-.,,ımericans 1ive s j_x, I:ıdians

live 26, e-ıd Eskimos and l.leuts ]"ive a]_most 36 ;-ears 1ess tha:ı

whit es.

Terror and Denial of Rieht s

/,s the twentieth cen-üury comes to a close millions of
people belonging to ethnic mj:ıoıities in the capitali§t world
are denied civi1 anil politica1 rights. fhe legislation that
they lıave rvon froın the ruling cj.rc}es by a 1ong and peıseveri-rrg
struggle has not brought any fundamental change j.n this area.
Take, f or example, the situation in the USA. T..,a vıs on civil
and suffrage ıights weıe passed in that country in 1964-1965,
anii toda;, ;!f ro-Aınericans have representatives in the US Congress
antı in the 1egislatures of the various states, şnd al§o in the
ınaJıoİ r s offices bt z5o citİes. HoYrever, while they ınake up 12
per cent of the population, Afro-Americans hold only one per
cent of tlıe elective offices. The picture is the şame relative
to other nrnorities. Aınericans of Litexican origin comprise bet-
ween 12 and 15 per cent of ca]_ifornia,s populatiorı but have
onJ.;ı tııo per cent of the delegates in the ştaie ıs 1egislature
and n,ıne j:ı the Calif ornia seııate. By means of verlous rnanipula-
tions a sigııificant propoıtion of coloured people is prevented
frcn-ı ial:i:ı€ part in electj-ons. fhat e:ıpla ins ıvhy the Communist
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9

Party US.,\ a§sesseş the 1964-1965 laws aş exclusiveJ.y forııa1

guaraniees of equality that are either aot implemented or have

no rea1 irıportance ln ilay-to-clay practice.

Similarly, the aborigenes of Australia forııally enjoy

suffra5e rights. 3ut wbile numbering 150,000 they do not have

a single representative in the nationı ş parliament. fn Canaila

the Indlans have since 1950 had the right to vote in the elec-
tions tı tlie Tederal Parliament. But if an Inaiian j:ıvokes that

right lıe, lıis wife, children, and grandchiltiren are deprived of

their şhare of larıd in a reservation and have to 1eave tbe ıe_
şervation for good.

.4, natura1 outcome of the absence of politica1 representa-

tion is tiıat the 1ife of ethnic ıniıorities is more often than

not regulated by essentiaJ.ly recist laws. For example, Canadian

legislaticn denieş to Indians, persons of mixed b1ood, and

Eskin,ıos cultural and inheritance rights, the right to own

land, and t}ıe r ight to social servj_ces, which are enjoyed

excluoiVely by 'll1].y-whitelı Canadians. A new cit j.zenship Iaw

passed in Britain clivided a11 British subjects into three cate-
gories rzith unequal rights. Racism has thereby becorne gtate
polic,,.

Irınigrant workeıs are alenied basic political ri6hts. Tbe

inrıigration ]aııs iı capitaliot countries aıe seleçtive and

are appliecl to persons of Asian, Afrj.can, and latin American
origin. The main purpose of these laws is to provide labour
for jcbs spuıned by the 1oca1 population, and give immigrants
nc poss:bility for protesting aıbitrary deeisıonş of erıployers
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and moves 'uo reduce the alread1. srna]l remuneration for thelr
ıvoılı.

it]ınic minorities encounter discrimination j_n courts of
].ev,, as ııe11. The harsh and, irı many case s, unla,ı,rfu1 att j_-tude cf
the juc]jrc.i,cı,_, to the American Indians is noted even by the

'adviscır;i cıuncil for eihnic ıni-rror j.ties affairs of the US Depaıt-
ment ci Justice. One of its reports quotes statistics shoı-/in3

tha'b iııe:ican Indians are harassed nıore often by other citizeiıs
of tiıe US_:,. and that they ere sentenced to 1onger prison terrns

than ctiıer cit j_zens indicted on simi]-ar chalges.
Tiıc judicia1 system of capitalist countries deafs bruta1]J.

witlı pe:sc:ıs iTho speak up in def ence of t],]e j." people. Custodiaııs
of the 1aı,; do not shun trun,ıp j.ng up charge s. This we s hoıv f ight-
ers fır tlıc rights of ;if :ro-Americans J orıny Harris and Assata
Shai:cı-ır, t]ıe ılme rican-Indian ]-eeder Leonard ?elt ier, and naiıy
othe:,s ı,:e:e iiııprisoned.

}clicc terıor agalnst merıbers of ethnic minorities hes
been stepped up in recent years. It has been estimeted that
one peT§on a day dj_es at the hands of the police in the USA--
more tha:ı iıalf of the victirıs, up to 70 per cent in }hiladelptıia
and Ciıica;o, ale AfTo-Americans. i;eİnories are sti1} fresh of thc
tragic events cf liay 1985 in Philadelphia ıvhen a bomb was cirop-
ped frorn a police helicopter on a house inhebited bi, Afro-
Aınericans. The explosion caused fires that gutted 60 nearby
house§. !]ıore lvere 11 fatalities, includin5 children, and
hundrods ci the ghett o inhabitaırts yıer.e 1ef t ı.ıit]ıout a roof
oveı t,ıei: ]ıcads. i,lct a s-ıı5le pe]] so]-]. rc.sponsibJ-e f or this bru-
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11.

talit;rlıasbeenbroughttojusticeorevenpunisiredadministre-

P,r]ico eıcesses provoked unrest in the co]-oured ghettos

of 3ritci ır: in Bristo1 in 19BO, in London, T-,iverpool, I,]ianche s-

ter, 3i rnirgharn, Shef f ield, Nottingham, i{ul}, lilewcastle upon

Tyne, ı-ıc] other cities in 1981 , again in Liverpool ia I9B2..

and i.1,]. 3iri.ıingham in ]-9B5 . The unre st 1T a s suppIe s sed vıith the

most ca]-]-cı-ıs ruthlessness. ilot a single policeman was brought

to accouıt.

!]re situation is compounded by the riot of racia]- hatred

encouragcd aıd fanned by the ruJ-ing circ]-es of capitalist
countries. .:cts of vio]_ence and even rıurder are on the risc
agaiııst co]_oured people. Back in 1981 the 3ritish ilorııe Of f ice

fouırd tjıa,b the risk of attack on peopJ_e of l'i est Indian origin
rıas 36 tirıes higher, and on people of Asian origin 50 tirnes

higiıer t}ia;: oıı vıhites. Last year ten persons died and nany weıe

injured a,i tiıe hands of racists in Britain. The !'rench press

repo:ts t]rat one Algerian dies in this tıay ever;, month in
İraıce. ]ı AustIaf ia shooting aborigenes has becoıııe a lisportll

f or rac ist tirugs.

_ls a ru1o, the police do nothlng to stop violence, and

crirainals go unpunished. An example of this is that 1ast year
the couıt of appeal iiı the state of A]abanıa repeal-ed the death
sentence of a I(u Klux Klan member who , with an acc c.ınıplice ,

want -1]]1-7 l::-].].cd a 1!-;rear-old Afro-,American youth. lılore, accord-
ing tc nlıaelous reports in the pIess, it has beco.ne alrnost
halı:_-İuı1 -t]-ıa ": after an act of ı,iolence by ı,ıhite lıcoligans, the
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12.

victinıs and not the criminals are put behlnd bars.

D-trenist violence suits the monopolies. By whipping

up racia} hatred they not only get the opportıınity to intensify
their uncontrolled exploitation of ethnic minorities, which

briııgs tiıen aciditlonal profits, but also to attain a similarJ_1,

irnportaııt cbjective: these actions divitle working people,

debilitate their resistance to the cornrnon eneny, and thereby

re jnf orce rıonopoJ.y tlomination in society. Understanding this
danger, tlıe communist parties of inciustria1 capitalist couıtries
have for ırıany years been flghtlng consistently for the rights
of etiuic rıiııoıities anci enlisting large §ections of the cle-

mocratj.c public ,into this struggle.

lTorking Gloup, WMR Çomrnission for
§cientific Jnformation and Docurıenta-
t ion
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1 l;r:" ıloes not include young people of Asian origin.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



.==-§iiia,,.

The People's Conni

The Iraqi Kurds ( who
always been in the front r
national independence, and
is particu]arly arcıuous.
b€en brutal ly suppressed,
SUPPOrt from the country, s
the communists who were the fi rst

tota] more than 3.5 mi l 1 ion ) have
anks of the battle for freedom and
we know that the path of a .leader

The Kurds' militant struggje has
but it has received unswerving

democratjc forces, above all from
to recognise the right of
The IcP announced this

Th ea e t{ n s K

tnent to Freedon

THE srTuATIoN Iİ,t KURDISTAN

hle are rece i r .

-Hl*T; şİT:üİ;!;*J;"""J,"."" 
wi th questi ons

AaDu L LAyEv,.; ;" ; :""; .,::: jlxj" lTflİ 
"İTlİ:". 

; ;that "diffe."nt .ou..""- .^^^]]"'^_"rasnodar Region, UssR says
in Iraqi 

""o-r."ir""|'cea 
rePort on the ı

There is also ,n."n ",o'"tan and on a'"'o'icated 
situation

1ive. could ,o, a.r'İ' 
in the areaa"-he 

hosti ı ities there,

causes of the o.u"".,.^,l._:T,. ;;;#İ"J".;§""".jT;:
],ıc events in Kurdistan?-

'fe 
present con

the rraqi connun i sttri 
buti ons bY s i-anend KHALIL, nenber of

o f t h e r,. o,i 
"i- " 

) 
";,37ii" ;.i}!,,; i::! ": 

^, . : ;, ;: "; ;;:, ",İ:

the kurds to
recogn i ti on as
1934.

se j f=determi nat i on.
soon as it was estabI ished as a party in

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



2

The Communists have giVen total backing to the Kurds'
strugg'l e. we hold that the effort to ensure the Kurds'
nat,i ona1 rights is l inked organical ly with the attainment of
democracy for the who'le Iraqi people. The decades of
stubborn fighting have borne out the communist Party slogan
"The Union of Arabs and Kurds Is an Insurmountable obstac.le
in the Path of React,ion and Colonialism", It has been taken
up by a11 progressive and democratic forces in our soc.iety.

The present rulers of Iraq were forced by the Kurdish
Revolution, the pressure of the democratic forces and

tactical considerations to recognise the right of Iraq's
Kurdish people to autonomy. In actua] fact, however, the
author,ıt,ies purged its 1egisIative and executive
institutions of any and al'l democratic elements. Resorting
to demagogic slogans, they unleashed new reprisals against
the Kurds and moved to change the population structure of
İraqi Kurdistan. Great numbers of Kurds have been exiled to
the nation's arid southern areas, particularly from oi.l =r.i ch

distri cts. Simultaneous]y, the popuıation of the northern
regions is being Arabised, and Kurds are being ousted by

Arab sett 'l e rs .

The reg,ime is resorting to force and bribery to make

the Kurds 1oya1 to the ruıing Ba'ath Party--but to no avai.l .

The new wave of repression which rose after the 1975

agreement betwe€n ]raq and lranr forced the vanguard of the
Under the agreement concluded by the President of lraq andthe shah of Iran in A]giers in March 1975, each sidepledged to settle territorial disputes and ceaİe ass.istingthe opposition in the other country.--Fd.

l
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fai'lure. The peop l e's
weapons.

S,i amend KHALI L

Right=wing nationa] ist regimes refuse to recogn.ise the
nationa'| ] iberation struggle of the Kurdish peop'le or even

consider their right to self=determination. The Baghdad

authorities are part,i cu]arly zealous in their chauvinistic
po1 icy aimed aga,inst the Kurdish people. In March 1988, the
Iragi government mounted a series of offensive operations
against the Kurds near the city of Halabja; chemica'l agents
were among the weapons us€d. The resu ] t was 5, ooo

casualties, includin9 letha1 ones. on August 25, the
authorities again used chemica] weapons agai nst the c.ivilian
population of Iraqi Kurdistan. Thousands of women, old
peop'le and chi ldren were injured or ki'l 'led, and tens of
thousands f'l ed to Turkey and lran.

The nei ghbouri n9 ac ross=the= borde r areas to whi ch
peop'l e fled are a natura'l extension of the Kurds' lands.
They are peopled with the sons of the same nation. If the

./ Turk,i sh government had failed to assist the refugees from

I raq ,i Ku rd i stan , the Tu rk i sh Ku rds wou 'l d have done i t
thEmselves. But the authorities are working to prevent such

contacts. Turkish s6curi ty forces have seaıed the refugee
camps off from the neighbouring communiti.os.

of terror and

commitment to

repression is doomed to

fre€dom ]s stronger than

l{e want To LiVe in Peace and Harmonv
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Also contributing to this pian is the Iraqi government

statement about a "genera'l amnesty'', a statement that
insu'l ts the Kurds, denigrates thei r history and the
principles and objectives of their struggle, and pictures
the patriots as "mercenary 9an9s". In this connection on€

cannot i gnore the harm done to the cause of 'l iberation by

the poIicies of some ri.ght=wing Kurd.ish factions.
The progressiVe quarters have set the Kurdish

l,i beration movement the tasks of pursuing an independent and

patriotic national pol icy, severing a]'| ties w.ith th€
reactionaries, refusing to b€ a pawn in the po].iticai game

of the ruling regimes or to be drawn into conf 'l icts or
territori al disputes between them becausa that does not
serve the genuine interests of the Kurds, and concentrating
on the pri me objecti ve of mobi 1 

.i si n9 a'| '| f orces i n the
struggle for sel f=determination.

we are addressing our friends .in at l countries and

particu'l arly in the Arab national I.i beration movement, as

we]l as all those who hold democracy and justice dear w.ith

an urgent appeal to draw publ ic attent.ion to the
developments in Kurdistan and d.isplay stronger solidarity
with the Kurdish and Arab peoples.

salah AMIN
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A NoTE FRotl wMR

The name ''Kurdistan'' does not appear on the political
map of the wor.l d. Jt.ıs an ethnogeographic term usua1.1 ydenoting a predominant'l y Kurd i sh=popu l ated mountainous areain west Asia, mostly within the Armen.ian highland and therranian plateau. In 1514 Kurdistan was diVided between theottoman Empi re and Persia (Iran). After. world war I and the
co'l ]apse of the emp.i re, Kurdish=popuıated areas !/ere,inco_rporated into the statBs that sprang up on its formerterri tory--Turkey, Irag and Syr.ia.

The Kurds, one of the oldest peoples of the Near East,
l ive in Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria anc' severaj othercountries (the soviet union, Lebanon and Afghanistan). Theirpopulation now tota]s 20 to 25 mi.llion.
beıongs to the western .;,;",;" ; ,.]:.:':}l",:'':::
incjudes several dialects--kirmanji, sorani, Bahdinani and
othe rs .

The Kurds' history has not been easy. They rose manytimes against the shahs of persia, the su]tans of theottoman Empi re and other oppressors.
ıoday, the kurds' movement for se]f=determination isnot homogeneous. Dozens of pot it.ica] parties andorganisations exist, holdin9 different positions on theKurdish nat.l ona l question.
At the juncture of the 195os and 196os the lraqi regime

opened hosti'lities aga,inst the Kurdish people. As the Ba,ath
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Party came to pow€r in 1968, efforts to sett'| e the confl ict
were undertaken. After agreement was reached i.n 197o on a
peacefu'l settlement of the Kurdish prob]_em, the government

adopted the Declaration of March 11 and thus ended the war

which had been fought for almost a decade. In March 1974, a
law on the autonomy of Iraqi Kurdistan was enacted on the
basis of the dacIaration; under this 1aw, 'legis.l ative and

execut,iVe bodies of the Kurdish Autonomous Region were
estab] ished. However, tensions again .i ntensified in the ]ate
1970s, and hostilities between government troops and Kurdish
i nsurgents resumed, The Iran=Iraq war further aggravated the
situation.

The still outstanding national question in lran and the
refusal of the Is'| amic Republic government to meet the
demands of thğ kurds and other national minor.i ties for
admi n,l stratiVe and cultura'l autonomy led to armed c.l ashes
betwe€n Kurds and the forces of the Teheran regime in
Iranian Kurdistan. The press has reported that the Turkish
army has repeatedl y conducted punitive operat.i ons against
the Kurdish popu'l ation of the .o,.lth"..t..n areas in recent
years.

The world's progressive public opinion is demanding a
just solution to th€ Kurdish problem and calling for the
granting of the right to seıf=determination to the
'!ong=suf f er i ng peopl e.

Adnan EL=ASAM

'yırR 
staf f membe r
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