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letarians. §uperexp }oitatio n leads to their rapid, p§sical
exhaustion, and the need arises for ı,eplenishing manpower.

Iiew imııigrants come to take the place of dismissed and deporteri
immigrants, often on pooreı terıns. For example, 477rOOO for-
ei.gn workers ıgere discharged and. deported ln the FRG in 1956-
195f. they were replaced with newly arrived iıunigrants. This
sort of 'lrotation!ı perststs to this d.ay.

The scientific snd technologica1 revolution and. the
stıuctural ıeadjustrnents in the economies of capitelist
countries have hit th" "'Ploİ'"otrur" of ethnic minorities
particularly hard. Autoınation, neıy nıethods of ınanageınent, and.

moderni.satton in the services ind.ustry have cut back the d emand

for unskilled labour, the bulk of which consigts on non-whites.
Their opportunlties for learning skills are eıtreınely slfun oıı
account of the d.iscrimination in access to occupational tral-ning.

From Segre tion in Education to Socia]- Genoc ide

rn order to operate high-tech rnachi.nery people must have
a higher 1evel of generaI eciucation. However, in capitalist
countries the majority of the coloured peopJ-e d.o not get a pro-
per education. In the USA, despite the legislative ban on

segregation, more than 60 per cent of Afro-Aınerican children to
thls day attend schools where they predominate numerically
and the qua}ity of the teaching is far below the standard at
schools in white neighbourhood.s. The low knowledge leve1 ıeduces
the chances of these cbildren f ind.ing jobs afi;er they Ieave
schoo].. The situation is compounded. by the fact that ınany of
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5

them quit studyi.ng early. In the USA, accordlng to offtclal
statistics, the proportion of drop-outs among Afro-American
schoolchildren exceeds 16 per cent, and aınong Spanish-speaking
children it is over J0 per cent. Almost half of a]_1 the Iniiians
in the USA have not finished five classes, although a system

of twelve_year second,ary education operates ln the country.
Nor is the situation better in sorne other countries. In

the FRG onl_y half of the children of foreign workers study,
end of these 50 per cent are compelled to clrop out before
finishing school. A matriculation certificate ls woa by only
four per cent of the aborigene children of Australia, 20 per
cent of the Canadian Inctian child.ren, and only six peı. cent
of West Indian and 14 per cent of Asian chi]_dren in Brltain.
This results in rnass illiteracy aınong ethnic minorities. About

balf of the Intiians in the usA and ınore than 90 per cent of the
aborlgenes in Australia are total}y illiterate.

0f those who get a secondary education far froın all can

expect to 1earn a profession. In 3rltain approxiınately 35
per cent of West Ind.ian and Asian school-leavers and in the
FRo over two-thircls of the chtlci.ren of lınınigrant workers remain
ryithout occupationa1 training.

Thelr chances of getting a hi.gher education are even smal-
ler. In the USA only 5-7 per cent of the sentor year studentsl
are from ethnic ıninoritles. In Britain a diploma certifying
htgher ed.ucation is recelved by only O.§ per cent of ethnic
Ivest Inilians and five per cent of young British citizens of
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6

Asian origin. Only one per cent of Canadian Ind.ians and

roughly 0.03 per cent of Australian aborigenes stud.y at uni-
versities, which most of them do not finish.

The massive assault undertaken in the ınid.-197Os by
monopoly capital and the ruling circles on the sociaI gains
and living standard of working people has rnost seriously af-
fected the condition of ethnic minorities, spelling out
socia1 genocide for them.

Social benefits prograınmes for the poor, ınost of whoın

are people belonging to ethnic rninori.ties, have been slashed.
In the USA 62 per cent of the chronical)-y impoverished are
non-whites. As many as 80 per cent of the Indians and Eskiınos
of Canad,a and nearly two-thirds of AustrallaIs aborlgenes and
of New zealand.ıs Maoris eke out en existence below the poveTty
line- These 8roups of the population were the hardest hit also
by the cutback of allocationş for socia]. security, housing,
publlc }ıealth, and education. In the USA, for instance, cities
in which ethnic ıninorl,tles coınprtse a particularly large part
of tbe populatton are becoming the targets of the largest
red.uctions in socla]. aIlowances funds. The already srnaIl
fed.era]- subsid.ies to the Ind.i.n reservations have been red.uced
by another 500 mtllton dollars annually slnce 1980.

Abject poverty, shanty towns, and substandard med,lca1
care symbo}ise racia]. dİscrtmination. Tn most of the cepİtalist
countries coloured. peopIe are officıally not berred from living
in vıhite neighbourhoods. But those who can afford this are
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helpless before the racist prejudices of the landlords.
iIoı,ıever, tlıe ııa j ority of coloured cit j.zens do not have the

ITıone]r to 11ve outside the ghettos that have becoıne part and

parce1 of the big cities. The most notorious Afro-Aınerican
ghetto--ile;z Ycrk's Harleın--is a ne ighbourhoocl of tumb]edown

houses tlıat have not been repaired fora lon€ tlme and many

of ıvlıj_c iı are iıı e hazardous condition. Even according to officiaI
statistlcs, nıore than ten per cent of thern are uninhabitable.
Haıle;_ı is short of schools and hospitals. The cinemas have
gJ.ve:ı rıa; t c numerous bars and video-garne halls , where ııarcot ic s
are pedciJ-ed. It is alangerous to walk in the streets of Haılem
even i.n dayliglrt: violence reigns there, and a larger number of
gerious crimes is eoınnitted than in any other New Yırk neigh-
bourhood.

}laıleııı is no exception. The names of countries and citie§
tliffer, bı.t the 1ife'of the ghetto inhabitants is everywhere
the sene. In cepitalist countries most of the immigrant ııorkers
cannot afford even a ghetto clwelling. They live in barracks
more of teıı than not on the territory of factories, or in houses
that should have beenapul].ed doivn long ago. Severel
per§cns are assigneE/tiny rooın devoid of elementary convenien-
ces, but eac]ı is chargeal a Tent as for a who].e apartınent.

That d,isease is widespread aınong ethnic rninorities is
due to the shocking living anil working conditions. 3oı
exarıple, thc tuberculosis rate arıong Pakistani irnmigrants in
3ritaiır is 30 tiınes higher than among the whlte population.
In the Indien reservations in the usA the tuberculosis rate in
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B.

pxoportion to the population is seven tirnes higher than in
ı,ıhite ,rc igiıbcıurhood s . rn ethnic cornmuni.ties many people are

chronicalli. il1 , and the child death rate i§ very high. The

avera6c 1-'_f c expectancy is ııuch shorter than arıong ıı,hites.
For iısta:ıc e , in the US:\ Af ro-.,,ımericans 1ive s j_x, I:ıdians

live 26, e-ıd Eskimos and l.leuts ]"ive a]_most 36 ;-ears 1ess tha:ı

whit es.

Terror and Denial of Rieht s

/,s the twentieth cen-üury comes to a close millions of
people belonging to ethnic mj:ıoıities in the capitali§t world
are denied civi1 anil politica1 rights. fhe legislation that
they lıave rvon froın the ruling cj.rc}es by a 1ong and peıseveri-rrg
struggle has not brought any fundamental change j.n this area.
Take, f or example, the situation in the USA. T..,a vıs on civil
and suffrage ıights weıe passed in that country in 1964-1965,
anii toda;, ;!f ro-Aınericans have representatives in the US Congress
antı in the 1egislatures of the various states, şnd al§o in the
ınaJıoİ r s offices bt z5o citİes. HoYrever, while they ınake up 12
per cent of the population, Afro-Americans hold only one per
cent of tlıe elective offices. The picture is the şame relative
to other nrnorities. Aınericans of Litexican origin comprise bet-
ween 12 and 15 per cent of ca]_ifornia,s populatiorı but have
onJ.;ı tııo per cent of the delegates in the ştaie ıs 1egislature
and n,ıne j:ı the Calif ornia seııate. By means of verlous rnanipula-
tions a sigııificant propoıtion of coloured people is prevented
frcn-ı ial:i:ı€ part in electj-ons. fhat e:ıpla ins ıvhy the Communist
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Party US.,\ a§sesseş the 1964-1965 laws aş exclusiveJ.y forııa1

guaraniees of equality that are either aot implemented or have

no rea1 irıportance ln ilay-to-clay practice.

Similarly, the aborigenes of Australia forııally enjoy

suffra5e rights. 3ut wbile numbering 150,000 they do not have

a single representative in the nationı ş parliament. fn Canaila

the Indlans have since 1950 had the right to vote in the elec-
tions tı tlie Tederal Parliament. But if an Inaiian j:ıvokes that

right lıe, lıis wife, children, and grandchiltiren are deprived of

their şhare of larıd in a reservation and have to 1eave tbe ıe_
şervation for good.

.4, natura1 outcome of the absence of politica1 representa-

tion is tiıat the 1ife of ethnic ıniıorities is more often than

not regulated by essentiaJ.ly recist laws. For example, Canadian

legislaticn denieş to Indians, persons of mixed b1ood, and

Eskin,ıos cultural and inheritance rights, the right to own

land, and t}ıe r ight to social servj_ces, which are enjoyed

excluoiVely by 'll1].y-whitelı Canadians. A new cit j.zenship Iaw

passed in Britain clivided a11 British subjects into three cate-
gories rzith unequal rights. Racism has thereby becorne gtate
polic,,.

Irınigrant workeıs are alenied basic political ri6hts. Tbe

inrıigration ]aııs iı capitaliot countries aıe seleçtive and

are appliecl to persons of Asian, Afrj.can, and latin American
origin. The main purpose of these laws is to provide labour
for jcbs spuıned by the 1oca1 population, and give immigrants
nc poss:bility for protesting aıbitrary deeisıonş of erıployers
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and moves 'uo reduce the alread1. srna]l remuneration for thelr
ıvoılı.

it]ınic minorities encounter discrimination j_n courts of
].ev,, as ııe11. The harsh and, irı many case s, unla,ı,rfu1 att j_-tude cf
the juc]jrc.i,cı,_, to the American Indians is noted even by the

'adviscır;i cıuncil for eihnic ıni-rror j.ties affairs of the US Depaıt-
ment ci Justice. One of its reports quotes statistics shoı-/in3

tha'b iııe:ican Indians are harassed nıore often by other citizeiıs
of tiıe US_:,. and that they ere sentenced to 1onger prison terrns

than ctiıer cit j_zens indicted on simi]-ar chalges.
Tiıc judicia1 system of capitalist countries deafs bruta1]J.

witlı pe:sc:ıs iTho speak up in def ence of t],]e j." people. Custodiaııs
of the 1aı,; do not shun trun,ıp j.ng up charge s. This we s hoıv f ight-
ers fır tlıc rights of ;if :ro-Americans J orıny Harris and Assata
Shai:cı-ır, t]ıe ılme rican-Indian ]-eeder Leonard ?elt ier, and naiıy
othe:,s ı,:e:e iiııprisoned.

}clicc terıor agalnst merıbers of ethnic minorities hes
been stepped up in recent years. It has been estimeted that
one peT§on a day dj_es at the hands of the police in the USA--
more tha:ı iıalf of the victirıs, up to 70 per cent in }hiladelptıia
and Ciıica;o, ale AfTo-Americans. i;eİnories are sti1} fresh of thc
tragic events cf liay 1985 in Philadelphia ıvhen a bomb was cirop-
ped frorn a police helicopter on a house inhebited bi, Afro-
Aınericans. The explosion caused fires that gutted 60 nearby
house§. !]ıore lvere 11 fatalities, includin5 children, and
hundrods ci the ghett o inhabitaırts yıer.e 1ef t ı.ıit]ıout a roof
oveı t,ıei: ]ıcads. i,lct a s-ıı5le pe]] so]-]. rc.sponsibJ-e f or this bru-
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talit;rlıasbeenbroughttojusticeorevenpunisiredadministre-

P,r]ico eıcesses provoked unrest in the co]-oured ghettos

of 3ritci ır: in Bristo1 in 19BO, in London, T-,iverpool, I,]ianche s-

ter, 3i rnirgharn, Shef f ield, Nottingham, i{ul}, lilewcastle upon

Tyne, ı-ıc] other cities in 1981 , again in Liverpool ia I9B2..

and i.1,]. 3iri.ıingham in ]-9B5 . The unre st 1T a s suppIe s sed vıith the

most ca]-]-cı-ıs ruthlessness. ilot a single policeman was brought

to accouıt.

!]re situation is compounded by the riot of racia]- hatred

encouragcd aıd fanned by the ruJ-ing circ]-es of capitalist
countries. .:cts of vio]_ence and even rıurder are on the risc
agaiııst co]_oured people. Back in 1981 the 3ritish ilorııe Of f ice

fouırd tjıa,b the risk of attack on peopJ_e of l'i est Indian origin
rıas 36 tirıes higher, and on people of Asian origin 50 tirnes

higiıer t}ia;: oıı vıhites. Last year ten persons died and nany weıe

injured a,i tiıe hands of racists in Britain. The !'rench press

repo:ts t]rat one Algerian dies in this tıay ever;, month in
İraıce. ]ı AustIaf ia shooting aborigenes has becoıııe a lisportll

f or rac ist tirugs.

_ls a ru1o, the police do nothlng to stop violence, and

crirainals go unpunished. An example of this is that 1ast year
the couıt of appeal iiı the state of A]abanıa repeal-ed the death
sentence of a I(u Klux Klan member who , with an acc c.ınıplice ,

want -1]]1-7 l::-].].cd a 1!-;rear-old Afro-,American youth. lılore, accord-
ing tc nlıaelous reports in the pIess, it has beco.ne alrnost
halı:_-İuı1 -t]-ıa ": after an act of ı,iolence by ı,ıhite lıcoligans, the
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victinıs and not the criminals are put behlnd bars.

D-trenist violence suits the monopolies. By whipping

up racia} hatred they not only get the opportıınity to intensify
their uncontrolled exploitation of ethnic minorities, which

briııgs tiıen aciditlonal profits, but also to attain a similarJ_1,

irnportaııt cbjective: these actions divitle working people,

debilitate their resistance to the cornrnon eneny, and thereby

re jnf orce rıonopoJ.y tlomination in society. Understanding this
danger, tlıe communist parties of inciustria1 capitalist couıtries
have for ırıany years been flghtlng consistently for the rights
of etiuic rıiııoıities anci enlisting large §ections of the cle-

mocratj.c public ,into this struggle.

lTorking Gloup, WMR Çomrnission for
§cientific Jnformation and Docurıenta-
t ion
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1 l;r:" ıloes not include young people of Asian origin.
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The Communists have giVen total backing to the Kurds'
strugg'l e. we hold that the effort to ensure the Kurds'
nat,i ona1 rights is l inked organical ly with the attainment of
democracy for the who'le Iraqi people. The decades of
stubborn fighting have borne out the communist Party slogan
"The Union of Arabs and Kurds Is an Insurmountable obstac.le
in the Path of React,ion and Colonialism", It has been taken
up by a11 progressive and democratic forces in our soc.iety.

The present rulers of Iraq were forced by the Kurdish
Revolution, the pressure of the democratic forces and

tactical considerations to recognise the right of Iraq's
Kurdish people to autonomy. In actua] fact, however, the
author,ıt,ies purged its 1egisIative and executive
institutions of any and al'l democratic elements. Resorting
to demagogic slogans, they unleashed new reprisals against
the Kurds and moved to change the population structure of
İraqi Kurdistan. Great numbers of Kurds have been exiled to
the nation's arid southern areas, particularly from oi.l =r.i ch

distri cts. Simultaneous]y, the popuıation of the northern
regions is being Arabised, and Kurds are being ousted by

Arab sett 'l e rs .

The reg,ime is resorting to force and bribery to make

the Kurds 1oya1 to the ruıing Ba'ath Party--but to no avai.l .

The new wave of repression which rose after the 1975

agreement betwe€n ]raq and lranr forced the vanguard of the
Under the agreement concluded by the President of lraq andthe shah of Iran in A]giers in March 1975, each sidepledged to settle territorial disputes and ceaİe ass.istingthe opposition in the other country.--Fd.

l
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fai'lure. The peop l e's
weapons.

S,i amend KHALI L

Right=wing nationa] ist regimes refuse to recogn.ise the
nationa'| ] iberation struggle of the Kurdish peop'le or even

consider their right to self=determination. The Baghdad

authorities are part,i cu]arly zealous in their chauvinistic
po1 icy aimed aga,inst the Kurdish people. In March 1988, the
Iragi government mounted a series of offensive operations
against the Kurds near the city of Halabja; chemica'l agents
were among the weapons us€d. The resu ] t was 5, ooo

casualties, includin9 letha1 ones. on August 25, the
authorities again used chemica] weapons agai nst the c.ivilian
population of Iraqi Kurdistan. Thousands of women, old
peop'le and chi ldren were injured or ki'l 'led, and tens of
thousands f'l ed to Turkey and lran.

The nei ghbouri n9 ac ross=the= borde r areas to whi ch
peop'l e fled are a natura'l extension of the Kurds' lands.
They are peopled with the sons of the same nation. If the

./ Turk,i sh government had failed to assist the refugees from

I raq ,i Ku rd i stan , the Tu rk i sh Ku rds wou 'l d have done i t
thEmselves. But the authorities are working to prevent such

contacts. Turkish s6curi ty forces have seaıed the refugee
camps off from the neighbouring communiti.os.

of terror and

commitment to

repression is doomed to

fre€dom ]s stronger than

l{e want To LiVe in Peace and Harmonv
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Kurdish nationaı'',,;":,;;;:":,#:

:.j'".;:,:J;";',;:;::.;;:'"' 
over the Kurdish

transformjng it ;."":,";...;; 

"lİ ",.::;.,j;:'':;:.:'

counterrevo]ution, ..,.""_^:'::^::: 
resembling the arsh"n

:. ;. ;;, *:+,;' 
;:H, :;" ;ol"n.", ;, ::: ::" :,o=o,""-,]n

between th€m. 
,abs and Kurds, .".';::;::'^:JIj;
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Also contributing to this pian is the Iraqi government

statement about a "genera'l amnesty'', a statement that
insu'l ts the Kurds, denigrates thei r history and the
principles and objectives of their struggle, and pictures
the patriots as "mercenary 9an9s". In this connection on€

cannot i gnore the harm done to the cause of 'l iberation by

the poIicies of some ri.ght=wing Kurd.ish factions.
The progressiVe quarters have set the Kurdish

l,i beration movement the tasks of pursuing an independent and

patriotic national pol icy, severing a]'| ties w.ith th€
reactionaries, refusing to b€ a pawn in the po].iticai game

of the ruling regimes or to be drawn into conf 'l icts or
territori al disputes between them becausa that does not
serve the genuine interests of the Kurds, and concentrating
on the pri me objecti ve of mobi 1 

.i si n9 a'| '| f orces i n the
struggle for sel f=determination.

we are addressing our friends .in at l countries and

particu'l arly in the Arab national I.i beration movement, as

we]l as all those who hold democracy and justice dear w.ith

an urgent appeal to draw publ ic attent.ion to the
developments in Kurdistan and d.isplay stronger solidarity
with the Kurdish and Arab peoples.

salah AMIN

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



A NoTE FRotl wMR

The name ''Kurdistan'' does not appear on the political
map of the wor.l d. Jt.ıs an ethnogeographic term usua1.1 ydenoting a predominant'l y Kurd i sh=popu l ated mountainous areain west Asia, mostly within the Armen.ian highland and therranian plateau. In 1514 Kurdistan was diVided between theottoman Empi re and Persia (Iran). After. world war I and the
co'l ]apse of the emp.i re, Kurdish=popuıated areas !/ere,inco_rporated into the statBs that sprang up on its formerterri tory--Turkey, Irag and Syr.ia.

The Kurds, one of the oldest peoples of the Near East,
l ive in Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria anc' severaj othercountries (the soviet union, Lebanon and Afghanistan). Theirpopulation now tota]s 20 to 25 mi.llion.
beıongs to the western .;,;",;" ; ,.]:.:':}l",:'':::
incjudes several dialects--kirmanji, sorani, Bahdinani and
othe rs .

The Kurds' history has not been easy. They rose manytimes against the shahs of persia, the su]tans of theottoman Empi re and other oppressors.
ıoday, the kurds' movement for se]f=determination isnot homogeneous. Dozens of pot it.ica] parties andorganisations exist, holdin9 different positions on theKurdish nat.l ona l question.
At the juncture of the 195os and 196os the lraqi regime

opened hosti'lities aga,inst the Kurdish people. As the Ba,ath

7
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Party came to pow€r in 1968, efforts to sett'| e the confl ict
were undertaken. After agreement was reached i.n 197o on a
peacefu'l settlement of the Kurdish prob]_em, the government

adopted the Declaration of March 11 and thus ended the war

which had been fought for almost a decade. In March 1974, a
law on the autonomy of Iraqi Kurdistan was enacted on the
basis of the dacIaration; under this 1aw, 'legis.l ative and

execut,iVe bodies of the Kurdish Autonomous Region were
estab] ished. However, tensions again .i ntensified in the ]ate
1970s, and hostilities between government troops and Kurdish
i nsurgents resumed, The Iran=Iraq war further aggravated the
situation.

The still outstanding national question in lran and the
refusal of the Is'| amic Republic government to meet the
demands of thğ kurds and other national minor.i ties for
admi n,l stratiVe and cultura'l autonomy led to armed c.l ashes
betwe€n Kurds and the forces of the Teheran regime in
Iranian Kurdistan. The press has reported that the Turkish
army has repeatedl y conducted punitive operat.i ons against
the Kurdish popu'l ation of the .o,.lth"..t..n areas in recent
years.

The world's progressive public opinion is demanding a
just solution to th€ Kurdish problem and calling for the
granting of the right to seıf=determination to the
'!ong=suf f er i ng peopl e.

Adnan EL=ASAM

'yırR 
staf f membe r
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