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COMMUNIST YOUTH LEAGUES*

Brief Informatiog

Young Socialist League of Czechoslovakia (YSi)

The YSL is a country-wide voluntary socimd organisation which
has in its ranks 1,656,5611 young workers(,@fd peasants (28 per
cent of the membership), students (51 penficent) and intellectuals
~-negrly one~half of the young men and Wwémen of Czechoslovakia
between the ages of 14 and 30 years. _"Mhe YSL operates under the
leadership of the Communist Paxdy of Cmechoslovekia (CPCz).

The first young communisS@ organisation in Czechoslovakia--
the Young Communist League) (¥CL)=&was founded in 1921, and was
actively involved from the outset‘in the struggle for the socio-
political rights of the€ young\generation, for the emancipation
of the working people from oppression by capital, and for social-
ism. The YCL attached prigary importance to the establishment
of a united youth frong which was especially necessary in view

4

of the mounting thre@igpposed by Hitler fascism. A nation-wide

Czechoslovak YouthfCommittee was set up in 1938 on the YCL's initia-

tive. 1In 1938, 1% _was banned by Czechoslovekia's bourgeois govern-—
ment, but contifafied its struggle in the underground. Under the
fascist occyp@bion, YCL members weore in the front ranks of the
resistence, fdghters and took part in the Slovek National Uprising

in 1944 an@%in the people's uprising in the Czech lands in May 1945.

Uror beginning see WMR, Nos. 4 and 6, 1984.
On January 1, 1984.
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Following Czechoslovakia's liberation by the Soviet Army,
two national youth bodies were set up: the Czech YoutB{league and
the Slovak Youth League. They played an important rode in establishe
ing the people's democratic system. In that peridd,” the young
people's unity was strengthencd as it came inereasingly under the
political influence of the CPCz. The processgefy the youth move=-
ment's consolidation culminated after the vig¥ory of the working
eclass over reaction in February 1948 in tHeyfstablishment of a
nation-wide mass organisation, the Czechogslovak Youth League,
based on Leninist programme and orgenimational principles. The
CYL held itskonstituent congregs in Apwil 1946.

The new organisation waggactivedy involved in tackling the
key tasks of socialist cong$ructidsly in the country. Tens of
thousands of young enthusi@stsgwent to work in the crucial sec-
tors of fthe national egomohmysm Major projects, among them hydro-
installations, factories apd, plants were erected in a very short
time with active perticipation by young men and women.

But the League's dev@lopment was not without its difficulties.
Inconsistency with reSpect to the fundamental principles of so=—
cialism led to the ac#ivation of right-opportunist and anti-so-
cialist forces, egpecially in 1968 and 1969, when the unity of the
organisation wags, disrupted. But on the strength of its long-
standing progfessive traditions and with the party's help, the
youth movemen® managed to surmount the crisis, and in 1970 set up
the Youngmboeialist League (YSL), which beceme the CPCz's aide
in edueating young men and women in the spirit of socialist
patrigtism and proletariaen internationalism and in involving

them in active participation in the country's social life.
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The YSL has won a high authority. It guides the Young
Pioneer Organisation (over 1,5 million members) end tif€gpCzechoslo-
vek Studeant Cenire, working for the satisfaction of the young
people's interests and playing an important part ipmille moulding

their a part ,
f [/ socialist consciousness. The YSL is / of Czechoslo-

of
vekia's National Front. Young people meke up gumesthird of the
country's body of deputies and a quartgr of allwthe elected
people's judges. They are represented bothfBw the local national
committees and in the Federal Assembly, YSL members take part in
drawing up and realising electoral progfammes, in managing the
affeirs of production and the neighboughtods, end in the work of

the state apparatus.

The YSL mobilises young{PEopleWor the attaimment of the

=)

economic goals set by the €P@z'anloth Congress and organises a
movement for economies dm &nergys and raw and other materials,

for a rational expendidure o§Financial funds, end for higher
lebour productivity. Rurel $oung people have initieted a campaign
for a return of unused lémds to agriculture and for the preserve-
tion of the country's £ofests. YSL members are engaged in urban
end villege development and work to organise cultural and
athletic activitie#M The country now has 10,000 youth groups in
amateur art acti®d®ies.

The YSL fé¥ly endorses the CPCz's foreign policy which is
aimed at thespeaceful coexistence of countries with different
social systemsS, security, cooperation and disarmament. The Leaguc
actively/campaigns for peace, in support of the national libera-
tion sirBkszle of the peoples of Asia, Africa end Latin America,

and dg@inst the imperialist policy of diktat.
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The YSL has extensive international ties and has a considerable
role to play in the activity of the World.Federation of “Democratic
Youth. The Czechoslovak Student Centre has the function® of chair—
man within the International Union of Students. The YSL coopera-
tes with 450 organisations in socialist, industrialised capitalist
and developing countries.

The ¥SL is organised on the territorial-p#dduction principle,
consisting of 2 republican, 12 regional, 127/Bistrict and several
tens of thousands of primary organisationss WLts supreme bady is a
congress which is convened once in five years. In between the
congresses, i1ts activity is directed by $He Central Committee, its
Presidium and its Secretariat.

The periodical organ of ghey YSINEC is the newspaper Mlada
Fronta, and that of the Slowvals YS&(CC, the newspaper Smena.

In Czechoslovakia there ares24 fhildren's and youth periodicals

with a printing of overp2d mi¥on copies.

Young Communist League of Great Britain (YCL)

The ¥YCL, founded ip W921, brings together workers, school
students and unemployed youth between the ages of 13 and 26 years.
The sovereign bedy of the League is a bi-annual congress,
and the latest, 34thAg congress was held in 1983. In between
congresses, its @Seyvyereign body is the General Council. Its
official organ ds the Journal Challenge.

In accogdance with its Constitution, the aims of the YCL
are to wing§yoling people for the ideas of socialism and communism

and to uni®e them in the struggle for a democratic and socialist
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Britain. The YCL campaigns for equality for ell, regardless of
race, sex and religious creed, and for peace and friemdship
among young people of all countries.

The guidance of the CP Great Britain takes the form of e
shared commitment to the party programme "The Bri#®sh Road to
Socialism” and frequent consultations between the Tespective
leadership and contact between the branches om-the guidelines of
their activity.

YCL branches are set up by young people living in the various
localities, employed at the various workiplaces, or studying at
schools and colleges. Their members arrénge lectures, talks,
discussions and meetings, and oxrganise 'the distribution of Marxe
ist literature, issue leaflets; booklets, etec.

The YCL cooperates with otherworganisations in the country,
like the Young Campaign.foxr Nuelear Disearmament, the youth organi-
sation of the Cooperative Party, the National League of Young
Liberals and various student and religious associations.

At its latest congress, thel YCL set the goal of building up the
branches through which (to promote the unity of a1l the left-wing
forces in the youtih movement, The Congress also emphasised
the need to intensify the struggle for improving the young
people's economic condition and against the growing unemployment,
which has hit young people hardest of all. The YCL opposes any
eut for social meeds, and backs the right of young people to
receive an ,gducation and higher training standards, and for

better opportunities for eultural and athletic pursuits. It has
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condemned the policy of British imperialism in Northern Ireland,
and the Tory govefnment's racist laws against the black ‘epula-
tion, and has supported the right of the peoples of Scot¥and
and Wales to self-determination.

The YCL takes a firm anti-war stand, and campaighs against
the basing of US nuclear weapons on the territony of Great Britain,
for the country's withdrawal from NATO and a r&@8uction in military
spending, shares the idea of turning Europe #Mi6 & nuclear-~free
zone, and supports the policy of peaceful goexistence.

The YCL organises rallies and demongtsations within the
framework of the mass campaigns in defen@e of peace and against
unemployment. The Young Communiists of{Great Britain are involved
in protest actions egainst théwmacis®¥ regime in South Africa
and the interventionist policdies @f *the United States.

The YCL also takes agn active _part in the international measu-

res sponsored by the Wopld Fedé€pation of Democratic Youth.

Connollve Youth Movement of Ireland (CYM)

The CYH is a Marxis€®Sleninist organisation of young people
working under the leaderghip of the Communist Party of Ireland
and pursuing the obje€bive of building a socialist society.

Its membership ®Onsists of workers (80 per cent), agricultural
workers (4 per cent), and intellectuals and students (16 per cent)

between the agés ©f 14 and 28. It is the only national youth orga-

2 Jemeg @ennolly (1868-1916), revolutionary, proponent of Marx-
ism, fight@x for Ireland's independence, and one of the founders
of the Iv@s¥ Socialist Republican Party. He was one of the top
leaderss oF the 1916 Irish uprising against British imperialism.
He was eXecuted by the British on May 12, 1916.--Ed.
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nisation that recruits members from both the Catholie and Protest-—
ant communities in Northern Irelaend.

Its organisational structure is that of democratievecentral-
ism. Its primary organisations are set up territoriglly and
function et large industrial centres and rural coffmunities through~
out Ireland. Its highest organ is its congressy, which is convened
once every three years. The latest, 6th, congwess was held in
January 1984. In the interim between congrésses its work is
directed by the National Executive Commitfee, elected by the
congress. Its printed organ is the monthly, magazine Forward.

‘In the present shape the Connolly Youth Moveméent has been
in existence since 1970, when a,Merger "took place between the
Communist Youth League of Northern Ireland (founded in 1943) and
the Connolly Youth Movementy of thewIrish Republic (founded in
1966). The CYll's forms SHPfgactivi®y embrace all the major issues
which affect the young feople i¥n both parts of Ireland. It
campaigns against youth unemployment and has been actively involv-
ed in opposing the denial Of civil rights in Northern Ireland.
For example, the CYM ha® an ongoing campaign against the continued
harassment of young pé€eople by the British army.

In thebresent tense international situation the CYM attaches
crucial significaneg to vigorous actions in defence of peace.

It sees the struggle to preserve the nation's neutrality and
create nuclegr=<free zones in FEurope as componentsjof its campaign
for nuclear, disarmament. Its members organise demonstrations of
solidaritywith the peoples of Latin America and actions of

protest @gainst the racist policy of apartheid in South Africa,
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CYM candidates stand for election. A CYM member is an electe
ed representative on the city and county councils of Slige, on the
West coast of Ireland.

The CYM is represented in the National Youth Coumeil of
Ireland, an umbrella organisation of youth groupsatliroughout the
country.

The CYIl has broad international links and.i8 active in the

work of the World Federation of Democratic You®h.

senegal's Alboury Ndiaye Union of Demberatie Youth

(SANUDY

The SANUDY is an independént opganisation of young Communists
in Senegal, which was founded in 1879, and which is named after a
hero of the Senegalese 1iberatioﬁ movement., It is affiliated with
the Senegal Party of Indgpénderiée and Labour (SPIL) and works
under its guidance.

The Union brings together young working people from town and
country and unemployed ¥ell'th between the ages of 15 and 35 years.
It has a'Young Pioneer _Section carrying on active work among boys
and girls between thel#ges of 8 and 15 years, Democratic central=-
ism is the governingyprineiple of its organisational strueture,
with the primary orgenisations, known as circles, being set up in
the neighbourhoods, at the enterprises and offices, and in the
viilages, andgoperating throughout the territory of the country.
The congresspyis its supreme organ. In between the congressesg the

work of tHelUnion is directed by a National Council, a Nationeal
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Bureau, and a Standing Executive Secretariat. The centzral periodic~

al is the newspaper Voix de la jeunesse (Voice of Yout@ﬁ.

The Union's aim is to involve young Senegalese imw the
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, and ne@Selonialism,
= | and for the people's democratic freedoms, and sqedsl, political
‘ and cultural rights. It works to educate SengZd¥ese young men
and women in a spirit of international solidépity, campaigns for
peace and friendship among nations, and ex@lains the achievements
of the socialist countries and the progré@®ive states of Africa
and other continents. It campaigns agaimst unemployment and
in support of the fighting African péoples. It has declared 1984
a year of struggle by young peoPle for peace and against unemploy=-
ment,

The SANUDY is not the, 6nly youth union in Senegal, but it
is certainly its most ifif lhen®igl and militant union. One of the
aims of its work is to unit® $he young people of Senegal. It has
proposed the convocation 0§ the General States of Youth,a nation-
wide meeting of variousyb@dies on ensuring the rights of the
country's rising genepation. A draft Charter, the meeting's
working document, wfitten by the SANUDY, has already been approved
by a number of student and youth organisations.

The Union wWotks hard to strengthen and extend relations of
friendship andeweeoperation between Senegalese young men and women
and the progkessive youth of the world, maintains close contacts
with youngeemmunist leagues in the socialist countries and makes
arrangem@nts.for study trips to these countries. The SANUDY is
actively®involved in the activity of the World Federation of

Democratic Youth.
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SOVIET YOUTH: COMMITMENT TO SOCIALIST IDEA*

Victor Mishin v

First Secretary, Central Commi 3
All-Union Leninist Young Communist League (AULYCL)

The dialectics of social progress is such that@ more difficult:
and large-scale the goals, the more important' it j@or the popular
masses to be active in their attainment. There &}a denying that
the human factor is playing an increasingly im%ant role in the

building of a new life, Hence the need to st up political educa-

tion of working people, especially yw. 3 a certain sense,” Lenin
emphasised, "it is the youth that w?be zed with the actual task
of creating a communist society,® .$

The Communists see youth P 1 ducation and party guidance

of the youth movement as a fo&osi Wdi'tion and guarantee of gene-
X

rational continuity of the revolu ary spirit in socialist society.
This point is made in the CPSU Mal Committee resolution "On
Further Improving Party Guid of the YCL and Enhancing Its Role

in the Communist Education hYouth“ (July 1984) and in several other
recently adopted major pal@documents.

The party provides @ Leninist Youth League, the biggest and
mvost authoritative you@rganisation of the USSR, with a truly
scientific basis of,\& and charts the YCL's political course and
major directions off\d#s activities. The party helps the YCL to
identify priorit}@sks and to find the most effective forms and
methods of thefbuplementation. At the same time, the Communists

invariably take“tare to promote independent action by the YCL, s

* 9.1, Lenin, Collected Works, Vol., 31, p. 253.
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vigorous attitude and crentive initiative on the part of its members.
“Por unless they have complete independence," Lenin remarke«‘ the

outh will be unable either to +train gond socislists fro eir
g

midst or prepare themselves to lead socialism forward, “2v

Thanks to the cocncern shown by the party and the ernment
young Soviet citizens fully enjoy the great diversi socio-
economic, political and personal rights procla:l.med the Constitu-
tion; they are assured broad access to spiritu d intellectual
values, to science, culture and education, Tne has the right to
propose legislation, & right it exercises vi sly. Significantly,
over the past five years alone gove es have acted on more
than 200 various propcsals sub'nltte CL.

Under socialism, society do young people from politics
but, instead, does its utmost t u\ heir active participation
in the country's life, For t 0_1‘ ime, from an oppressed mass
deprived of many rights, yo p* are becoming full-fledged
participants in the decision-making process on all issues concerning
the social fabric, ‘Compe’cent th involvement in government and
in the management of work c&ctives is growing., People of the YCL
age group make up almost o hird of the membership of the S>viets
of People's Deputies in OUSSR.

The YCL currentl prises 42 million young men and women,

% es of our country's every national and

the finest represenz
ethnie group. So Q per cent of the YCL orgenisations! numerical

2 tviadd®o1. 23, p. 164.

QL
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strength are concentrated in the sphere of material product:.o\ln
broader terms, 58 per cent of all YCL members are employe the
national economy. Young workers are the soul and heart o& e YCL,
its pride and glory.
Young people make an impressive contributien to he creation

of spaceships and powerful modern turbines, of precisi equipment
and consumer goods. They grow grain, mine coal ealt open count-
less treasure chests of mineral wealth., A glanc % the map of the
USSR is all it takes to notice the numerous &ities, built in
places which only recently were barren stepp rolling taiga. Today,
factories rise there, huge steel, ch 1cal¢ engineering projects
are being built and housing develo ts ing up.

?@the eleventh five-year

Q\Dhe League is instrumental

The biggest construction pr

period have been sponsored by
in the implementation vf the g d Food Programmes, the eon-
struction of important natural g&ipelines, the building of
the unique Baikal-Amur Railroatwd the transformation of Russia's
non-black soil belt. v

Work is the basis of %t society. Our young people are well
aware that everyone's gs depend on how much one has produced
and that to live better@ou have to work better. Assisted by expert
ingtructors and advis , young people work hard to improve their
skills, master the Mets of different oecupations and trades and
uphold the fine t.&htions of the working class and collective

&
Q

farmers,



Socialist emulation has become an effective form of eduo@on
by and for work., Virtually all yocung working people, entir «L/youth
work collectives take part in it today. Striving to inecr labour
productivity, frugally use raw materials, fuel and ene% esources,
produce high-quality goods and uphold the good name their facto-~
ries, young people make it e practice to evaluate th&8ir work from
positions of high civic virtue and Soviet patriot

The April 1985 Plenary leeting oft the CP \ntral Committee
was a major event in the life of the Communis ty and the entire
Soviet people, The meeting reiterated the Cnvnuity of the strategie

course elshborated at the 26th Party Gengr and at subsequent

Central Committee plenary meetings deeided on the convocation of
the 27th regular congress of the&ﬂq@ﬁ‘ebrmy 1986,
On the initiative of the,:g rganisations, best young
L/

workers and students, a broa& pv has been launched in which the
participants are vying for the r@; to sign the report of the
Leninist YCL to the forthcominﬂrty congress., Millions of young
men and women are taking par this patriotic movement,

Major efforts are und% ay in the Soviet Union tom modernise
the scientific and techn ical aspects of production so as to
attain the world's hig}:q level of labour productivity. Social
relations are being ected, and far-reaching changes are occurring

in the sphere of V:Aand in material and spiritual living condi-~

tions. Youth in@ment in all these efforts is vigorous and de-

dicated. ¢
‘S)
A
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Soviet youth has always responded enthusiasticaelly to gll that
is new and progressive; it has always headed for where it ter-
prising initiative is welcome, Today, a sphere of this k¥ is,
specifically, YCL participation in large-scale econom'i%eriments
designed to enhance the economic independence of enterprises and
amalgamations and their responsibility for the en zul'b of their
work, The experiment means additional incentive& greater labour
productivity and a higher shift coefficient &e equipment, for
output over and above the planned quota and better products.

The experiment makes it possible to tackle oad range of social
issues more effectively, including uest* directly connected with
érk?iving conditions, rest and
recreation. A t
9,

Protection of youth righ@n erests ioc a major social
&
function of the YCL. The Loaglle'

the crganisation of young pecple!

ice rings loud and clear at
planning briefings, at stal g& duction conferences and in trade
union committees when the subject concerns bonuses for good work,

modern housing for newlywedvostel facilities or day care centres,

Involved in the effo to perfect the economic mechanism,
YCL orgenisations show rn not only for the present but also
for the future state e Soviet economy. The forthcoming

twelfth five-year p%)d is to launch far-reaching, radical changes
in production and * me a turning point in the intensification

9,
of all branches Nhe national economy. The efforts of YCL commit-

“58  $o invo young people in work to accelerate scientific and

technologicg ogress assume particular importance,

A
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Acting jointly with interested organisations, the YCL Cﬂtral
Committee has mapped out specific steps to further promot «eative
work by young people in the field of science end techno Efforts
are under way to provide this movement with a better isational
and legal basis and to enhance its role as a tool of_political educa-~
tion. Serious steps are being taken to set up a s e, highly ef-
ficient nation-wide system of such creative work

Against the background of rapid advances&cience end techno-~
logy, YCL committees are tackling a dual tas]@ is important to

ensure vigorous involvement of young men men in improving econe-

mic efficiency end developing indu:ﬁ.al %ts, microchips, flexible

automated production lines, waste e t ologies and the 1like.

At the same time, youth should ‘&w.r@ prepared to handle sophisti-
cated modern equipment, and 3; P e should be moulded into

real masters of tomorrow, c& @ adding their own accomplishments

to the store of experience accun&ted by the older generatidns,

The ranks of the YCL incw almost eight millien school
pupils, 2.5 million young p &e studying in the vocational training
system, 2.7 million boys *irls al specialised secondary schools
and nearly three millio udents, Attention should be accorded
each category, each ag@nd social group; and a special approach
should be applied t ha

The foremcst.* of pupils and students is, of course, to study.
But gtudies are \the only thing that shapes the image of Soviet

secondary and er education. It is equally impoertant how active

&
pupils and s@nts are in tackling the common tasks facing our

A
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people, While still at school or in college, our youth st es to
contribute tangibly to our country's prosperity. The YCL ters and
develops thisg attitude to life by specific efforts in Kmield of
organisation and political education.,

On YCL members initiative, production teams of ils have been
set up, and productive training has been organise senior grade
pupils in the summer, YCL organisations invar$r take care to
strengthen the material infrastructure of int hool training and
production centres and do much to publicise i trial trades and
occupations among young people. Q'

The integrated programme des:.gé epare worthy new members
who will join the working class erative farmers, the programme
approved at the 19th YCL Con it § » is being implemented
succegsfully., The programme @ls efforts of various government
bodies and civic organlsatlA gures consistency and continuity
of political education.

Instilling a correct atta e fo socially useful work is a
central objective of the remm of general education and vocational
training now under way in @ USSR. YCL and Young Pioneers
organisations are to beco reliable assistants of the collectives
of educators in improving the quality of education, developing a
conscious sense of discipline and responsible conduct among
young people, help'% them to organise their productive work and

recreation well, promoting their self-reliance.

&
QD
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The CPSU emphasises that the alliance of the YCL and the
schoel education system is now more important then ever. T \
practice of YCL organisations acting as sponsors of gene duea-
tion and vocational training schools is gaining ground. their
spare time, young workers, technicians and engineers hé schools
to repair and equip classrooms and workshops; they ct the work
of technical societies and athletic clubs and teac@hoolchildren
to operate computers, e

Soviet students have never kept exclusive@ the aecademic world.
Their contribution to the acceleration of sci@;fic and technological
progress and to the intensification ef nat&m economic development

is increasing. In college and unié:it
thrz

searching for new, promising ways v’ T young people's creative

he YCL is constantly

efforts. Study/research/productio es and research laboratories
have been established under th g@r many c¢olleges on YCL initia-
tive. & v

Guided by party organisations,” the YCL works to ensure a situa-
tion in which each student woufnyBe educated not simply as a
person possessing a certain of knowledge but above all as a
member of socialist socie% as a person vigorously pariicipating
in communist constructioro person committed to distinct ideologic-
al and moral values and@terests, a person of high culture in work
and conduct, Duringw summer "work term" hundreds of theusands
of students assume, Al control of construetion sites. One ean

N

insignia of the@—Unlon Student Work Force at all major construci-

K

encounter young d women dressed in overalls with the
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‘ion projects, at many transport, commercial and service ag@les

and establishments, They contribute considerably to nati eco~
nomic development and conduct large-scale political and®emltural
education in remote areas., Notably, the number of YC dent
task forces working without remuneration, that is, contributing

their earnings to the Peace Fund and to other nogauses, has

grown 1ln recent years.

As the CPSU plays the leading role in p$ting developed
socialism, the YCL is further enhancing its poYitical consolid,é.-
tion on the basis of loyalty to the princi of Marxism-Lenin-
ism end socialist 1nternat10nalls is assuming an
increasingly important role in t de%lcal and political af-
fairs of Soviet society; relati % xisting withinr the League
itself are growing more matu:@.n@rersa.fled and its ranks
are swelling.

The enemies of socis k?e to accept this. Having
launched & "crusade® agamstv social system, imperialism and
its ideological services t 0. erode the moral and politieal
unity of Soviet society. &eir main stake is on discrediting
the leading role of th U; they attempt to drive a wedge to
isolate the party fr vernment bodies and mass organisatiens
of working people.

The imperiali QOpaganda machine tries to falsify the

nd

principles and Nods used by the party to d:l.rect the youth
& nt this guidance as "diktat" / "eoercion®

movement, to

running co to the will and interests of the youth masses.

A
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The aim is %o encourage young people to sbandon their class posi-
tion and the struggle for the victory of the new, commun'Q*
gystem. _

This shall never come to pass, The YCL and all SVE’G youth
ere selflessly dedicated to the cause f our Lenini ty, to
the ideals of socialism., It is not blind fanatical™Peith (and our
ideological opponents often do try to picture. So@ YCL members
as fanatics) but firm conviction and confidenc@ the victory
of the ideals of social justice the Communis& phold that form
the wnshekable foundation of this commitmer§/Bnd dedication.

Socialist reality itself, with its ge principles of human-
ism, genuine freedom, equality e.nAro ood of working people,
is e powerful factor helping yoqu o&to attain ideological
end politicel maturity., But i o@e an unforgivable mistake
to believe that socialist v onvictions come into existence
automatically, Here, coxkant gpurposeful political education
and broad invwlvement of youngﬁ’l and women in social efforts
are in order, V

The present generati& Soviet youth has never encountered
the class enemy face to @e. It is only from books, films and
veterans' eyewitness a@mts that this generation learns about
the difficulties our @ntry had to overcome to lay the founda-
tions of socialism@ to bring about its complete and definitive

victory in the
This fac the mouhtiﬂg masaive pressure exerted by the

class enemy, @iostila foreign propaganda make it incumbent

&
L/
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on YCL organisations to continuously improve the syatem of
reinforcing the class commitment of voung men esnd women, to
maintein e high level of political vigilance end to comb#t, in
e militant spirit, any menifestations of ideology or merals elien
to socieligt society

A great deal is being done to acquaint youth with Marxist-
Leninist theory. The knowledge gained in study ig discussed in
specific detail in the YCL political education ‘Schools and work-
shops attended by over ten million people Veteran Communists
with a higher education and a rich store of experience make up the
overwhelming majority of those conducting ¥hese studies.

The strength of Marxist-Lenimigt youth education is in
its close links to life The Y@L'weld remembers Lenin's behest--
to learn communism not only frem Ueéeks end pamphlets but also te
check one's knowledge against)practice, to forge knowledge into
conviction

TLenin taught us that "there can be no political education
except through politicel stmuggle and politicel action™.> The
YCL attaches great importamnce to the process in which young
people accumulate their(6wn politiecal experience. Young men
and women acquire it thiough involvement in the affairs of
their collectives and#n the work of Soviets, trade unions and

other civic organisafions.

3 1via fWol. 4, p. 282. '
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The mass informetion and propaganda media ssgigt in making
Soviet youth Spiritually and intellectually richer &nd in compre-
hensively explaining the policy of the CPSU. The YCL opefftes three
publishing houses of its own Over the past four years$ ey have

produced almost 180 million copies of books and pamp 8. As many

a8 248 YCL and Young Pioneers’ newspapers and periodicals asre

published in the USSR, their circulation exceedi 0 million.
Youth desks have been get up on television and io. The YCL
mekes vigorous use of all this to publicige chievements and

advantages of existing socialism and to ex;é imperialist ideologi~
cel subversion and the much-vaunted pseudo-velues of the capitalist
world. dv

Patriotic and internationalée ion of yourth is among
the YCL's foremost tasks Yo ew profoundly grasp the
indelible bonds existing betv@n ? and the history of their
country; +this Aunderstandir@om
at school and in trips trA-Ag he® revolutionary path of the Soviet

o them at history lessons

people end their exploits in war and peace YCL members meet
with veterans of past batt heroes of the frontline and the
war effort, record their Aollections, collect and cherish relics
of the people's war epi&nd show care and concern to veterans
end the families of ¢ heroes

The entire histo;%or the YCL is permeated witht the prin-
ciples of proletari internationalism at work.The YCL is active
in upholding CPSL‘%Oreign policy; it expands its international

activities, aim to ste&p up its efforts to publicise communist

Q
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ideas and the record of building developed socialism and helping
to strengthen the unity of the democrstic and progressiQyouth
movement and promote cooperation emong young people fferent
politicel and ideological views for peace and frimﬂ% among
nations .

Today we maintain contacts with almost 2,000?1:101:1&1 and
internationel youth and student organisations, YCL is eactive
in the World Federation of Democratic Youth the International
Union of Students It sponsors and organiAmajor international
political initiatives that create a tangi asis for expending
the scope of joint action by democraticgyomth in the struggle
for peace and disarmement, for o) d national independence,
for the rights of the younger %r ion.

Firm bonds of friendshi de, herhood link us and the
youth leagues of the socia% c%ity countries. The long-
term bilateral cooperati&aro mes drawn up and signed in
recent years make it posgible to develop and apply particularly
effective forms of youth i Mement in socialist economic
development, to jointly * large-scele action Joint work
at CMEA projects enhanc@the finest qualities of members of
socialigt society, st@'t':hens the ideological convictions

of young men ang wom@and moulds them into patriots and

interna.tionalistﬁ '
In capitalj ountries, our closest friends are Marxist-

Leninist youth gues Our contacts with them are developing

on the basisea common ideology, common positions on key

Q



problems of today's world, and joint struggle against imperielism
and feaction, for peace, democracy and social progresr. artners
in internationsl dialcgues include Socialists and Soci mocrats,
Radicals and Christian Democrats, as well as members Vbhe youth
peace movement

Soviet youth extends fraternal assistance to young men
and women of Afghanistan, Angols, Ethiopia, Mo que, Nicaragua,
Democratic Yemen and other socialist-oriented@ntries and
invarisbly supports the progressive and dem \atic forces of Latin

America. YCL delegates are very active in Q"‘Lons of solidarity

with the people and youth of the Arab ca&’ies, Namibia and South

Africa. . A

The world-wide movement ﬁu hgstivals is playing an
increasingly important role o@ing the masses of young
people to the strug\gle foy @ce@sarmament and social progress.

The Leninist YCL an llﬁet youth were among the founders
of the movement end have been vigorously involved in all previous
festivals. The YCL initi “tN on hélding the 12th World Festival
of Youth and Students iukow this summer is an effective
contribution tc the mo&nt’s development. Today, we cen state
with satisfection thOv.r initietive weas welcomed and supported
by many youth and s@ent organisations of different political
affiliations. w

Abies, the joint national preparatory commit-

In many w\
tees compris*mg Communists, Socialists, Social Democrats,

&
QD
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Liberals, Radicals, yo{mg members of the peace movement, of
trade unions, of the "Greens" parties and other politic rces.
In some caseg, conservative youth associations also to art

in the preparatory efforts

Reactionary forces tried ‘to hamper preparatioﬁor the
festival. They attempted to wreck this celebrati f the world's
youth by staging "alternative” youth projects. @ese attempts
were a resoundin, failure.

Once again, as 28 years ago, Moscow wi \1 st a universal
forum of young people of different politi%views and philoso-
phies, but united by the ideas of anti—:@rialist solidarity,
peace gnd friendship. A

The festival is being helw theélyear that marks the
40th snniversary of the Vict asciem, in the country
whichh made the decisive co b\@n to this victory. And so
we regard this youth _foxk v:werful anti-war, anti-
imperialist demonstration of"%t commitment of the world's younger
generation to do everythinNss:i:ble to defend peace and life
on Earth. |

The Moscow festivaleis being held in 1685, designated by
the United Nations ao the International Youth Year to attract
the attention of pI@essive public opinion to the issues
involved in the ggle of the younger generation for its
legitimate po;J'Aal end socio~economic rights. There is neo
doubt that t stival will help in the implementation of the

lofty mott the Youth Year--"Participation, Development,

4
Peace™, 'b



16.

Aware of their great responsibility for the development of
the festival movement, the YCL and all Soviet youth are \g
everything to meke the Moscow forum a success. Our co 's
young men and women are preparing actively for the feval
end looking forward to meeting their foreign guestsAxis is
best seen in the accomplishments they achieve to?iour the
great event in the lives of the wo-rld’s young p@e, One can
cite the great popularity won by Anatoly Alex#ov-, a worker of
the Moscow-based Likhachev Auto Verks, who &}lled 40 extra
shift quotas to commemorate the 40th a.nniv%ry of Victory Day
and contributed the money earned to the v:’.val fund., There are
numerous gimilar examples tham t the high level of
vEc'ou nesgs of Soviet youth.
.@ad to acquaint their
m@ of our country, tell them

iﬂ% ectivities, and show them our

historic sites and other places of interest.

patriotic and internationalist

Our young men and women
foreign guests with the ach
about their work, s‘tudies&

Participants and guests wthe festival will have the
broadest possible opportli es for meeting Soviet people,
Soviet young men and wo@ This will convince them that we
do not want the horroxeu‘? the last war to recur, that all our
plans and energy are@ned at peaceful constructive work,
at the developmentw the national economy and culture, that

the Soviet Uniop ts to live in peace and friendship with

all nations,. *
.0 t

A
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Preparing to welcome young people from all continents, Soviet
youth fully supports what Comrade Mikhail Gorbachov, Gener
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, said at the cel Qﬁon
of the 40th anniversary of the victory the Soviet e
won in the Great Patriotic War:"We call on the mostA rse
social and political forces for earnest cooperation--for
cooperation based on goodwill in the neme of peac QE"

The Moscow festival will no doubt be a new tribution of
the world's younger generation to the struggl %ainst the
nuclear threat end against the imperialist ys to undermine
freedom and national independence. It wi omote understanding
and cooperation among youth and swnt %isations of different

political affiliations for peace al progress.




YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE PEACE MOVEMENT

Records of an International Symposium

Jointly with the World Federation of“Démocratic Youth
and the International Union of Students{yfhe WMR Commission
for Problems of Peace and Democratic Movements sponsored an
international symposium in Prague ongtihe theme "Working
Youth and Students Against the ThreatJof Nuclear War®,
Reports were presented by Vera Achentbach, Board Secretariat
member of the German Commurist Pav¥iy, Giorgos Michaelides,
Executive Committee membex of the Pan-Cyprian Federation of
Students and Young Sciemtistsgpand Francisco Filipe, Na=-
tional Leadership member ofelhe Portuguese Communist Youth.,

Attending the semimar/Mere: Donald Ramotar, CC Execut-
ive Committee memberyPeople’ s Progressive Party of Guyana;
Roland Bauer, CC member  Socialist Unity Party of Germany;
Georg Kwiatowski, representative of the German Communist
Party on the WMR Editerial Council; Randolfo Banegas, CC
member, Communist Pd¥t¥ of Honduras; Stratis Korakas, CC
alternate member, Communist Party of Greece; Henning Bent-
zen, CC alternate’member, Communist Party of Denmark;
Kadhim Habib, C@%member, Iraqi Communist Party; Niall
Farrell, represefitative of the Communist Party of Ireland
on the WMR Editerial Council; William Stewart, CC Executive
Committee mémber, Communist Party of Canada; Felix Dikson,
CC member, Reople's Party of Panama; Sémou Pathé Gueye, Poli-
tical Bur'@au member and CC Secretary, Senegal Party of
Independence and Labour; John Pittman, CC Political Bureau
membexry Communist Party of the USA; Pavel Auersperg, CC
membery) Communist Party of Czechoslovakia; Raja Collure,

CC Political Bureau alternate member, Communist Party of




2,

Sri Lanka; Vusizwe Seme, representative of the South

African Communist Party on the WMR Editorial Council;
Elean Thomas, CC Political Bureau alternate membgn,
Workers' Party of Jamaica; Walid Masri, Presidefit,” World

Federation of Democratic Youth; Miroslav %tepggi President,
International Union of Students; Sergei Chel%?kov, Vice=-
President, International Union of Students;™#uhi Abu Ghosh,
Director, International Student Research @emtre; Jorge
Prigoshin, CC Executive Committee member{nCommunist Youth
Federation of Argentina; Nikolay Arabadziev, CC member,
Dimitrov Young Communist League (Peoplels Republic of
Bulgaria); Vilmos Cserveny, CC Secretary, Young Communist
League of Hungary; Hans Kluthe, heag,of the preparations
for the Twelfth World Youth and Studehts Pestival in
the Socialist German Working Youthy (FRG) ; Binay Wiswam,
Vice-~President, All-Indig ¥outh Bederation; Saleem Al-Tamimi,
CC member, Yemeni Socialdst Youth Union; Jos& Castillo,
Executive Committee Ipternatienal Commission member,
Student Federation of Panémay Fayssal Al-Mekdad, Central
Council member, Natdghal/Umion of Syrian Students; Zory
Apresyan, Editor-insChieéfy Young Communist, journal of
the Central Commit¥ee f “the USSR Leninist Young Communist
League; Viktor Kamyshanov, Presidium member, Committee of
Youth Organisations®g the USSR; Joseph Simms, National
Committee ExecutiyayCouncil member, Young Communist League
of the USA; PeteKrpata, representative, Student Centre
of the Socialis@¥outh League (Chechoslovakia); Hankore
Abebe, Central Qommittee Secretary, Revolutionary Ethiopian
Youth Associfidion.

The £9110wing is a summation of the views and assess
ments stated on the main items of the symposium agenda,

In terMsyof its social composition, WMR Executive Secret-

ary PavelfAuwersperg said in his opening address, the anti-war

movemeng, has never been as broad as it is today. And it is
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quite natural that young people are a major component of the
peace forces and playing a militant part in the strug \against
the nuclear threat. It is a lesson of history that v*wars
break out they are the first victims. ;Iowever, th racter
of mass destruction weapons and a specific of th clear
catastrophe, to which imperialism's policies aqushing, are
that their victims will be all generations.

The nuclear threat is global., This pr ermines the
internationalisation of the anti-war act&. Young people
are drawn into participation in them ch%y because these
are humane actions. Further, a signif'm factor promoting
the anti-nuclear movement of g le is their social con-
dition. The anti-war strugg v ung people in socialist,
developing, and industrialé Q@alist countries has both
common and distinctive ur owever, they are uniting in

their sincere desire fkneﬁto safeguard their own future
and that of all humanity,

The United Nations %isation defines youth as young
people in the age grou& m 15 to 25. In 1980 these numbered
857 million and in @5 they numbered 920 million or nearly
20 per cent of our @xet's population. It is forecost that by
1991 this figure w@ exceed one billion.

Today the wng generation matures in a situation witness-
ing changes ansformations of a depth and magnitude un-
known in any&xer epoch. Young people want, more than ever,

a say in f@wring humankind's problems. The immediate aim

is to ha nd then roll back the arms race sarted by imperial-

ism, Th S the aim of the Communists and all other progressive,

democratic forces,



What Young People Encounter

In the reports and speeches at the seminar emphagisywas
placed on the importance mainly of the global factorg ihfluen-
cing the condition of young people in the world to@ey, on the
struggles waged by them for their vital rights and)interests.
In different parts of our planet young people eéxperience, to
one extent or another, the effects of the arms race that is
being whipped up by imperialism, of big capgital's selfish
use of scientific and technological breakthroughs, of the in-
creasing pollution of the natural envinoament with the waste
products of the enterprises operated by transnational corpo-
rations, and of the widening gap in “the socio-economic deve-
lopment of the centres and periphery’ of the capitalist system,
In this is expressed our epaoch's(basic contradiction, that
between imperialism, on.ghe one'dand, and socialism and all
the other forces of pedce and Bbcial progress, i.,e., the vast
majority of humankind, on the other.

At the symposium théWe6nsensus was that precisely the
policies of the imperialist circles of the NATO powers, chiefly
of the USA, are a threat to all pecples. The course towards
confrontation with #Re socialist community and the brushing
aside of the peaceInitiatives of the USSR and its allies are
leading %o risifig international tension and undermining univer-
sal security.

A partieularly serious threat, said Walid Masri, is coming

from the Jarge-scale programmes of the USA and NATO for building

up conventional and nuclear armaments, for adding new and more
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destructive means of mass attack to their military arsenals.
Nuclear adventurism permeates Washington's course tow@s the
militarisation of outer space, its plans for Star W*&gainst
socialism and peoples refusing to accept imperial'Mictation.
International developments are bearing out fact that
peace is indivisible, that everything in it i Vterrelated.

In the complex situation of our day, said Ha e Abebe, young

people are constantly made aware that what urs in any part

of the world influences the situation in&er regions directly

or indirectly. There is no region wher ple feel secure.
In this respect everybody is equal a fected.
It is futile to try and ; iet haven" out of

ce of a European who, in

reach of humanity's anxietiﬁvlndﬁncerns. As an example,
Jorge Prigoshin cited th%xpe
order to escape the thr%of uclear war in the 014 World,
decided to make a home& t& alvinas. No sooner had he
arrived there than an armed conflict erupted between Britain
and Argentina, in the ¢ of which it was mooted whether
or not to use even rmear weapons.

The influence o@nese factors is assessed differently
by young people, d ding on thé socio=-political situation
in their respecti\éccuntries, on the problems confronting
them, and on h ese problems are resolved. From this stand-

point, it waS*tated at the seminar, the condition of the rising

generation its struggle for its interests in socialist

countrieg fer substantially from the realities of the capital-
L/
ist wox@
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In the socialist counti'ies, said Zory Apresyan, Nikolay

Arabadziev, Vilmos Cserveny, and others, young people e
witnessed a situation of peace all their lives and grown

accustomed to the conditions of peaceful coexisterv It is

a splendid thing to live in peace, to know no w However,

to prevent war it is necessary to fight for pev. In social-
ist societies this is the cause of the party e government,
the state, and the whole people. Everythin@duces each young
person to .be aware that much depends up@im, that his
personal contribution is necessary for %olidating peace,
safeguarding his homeland, and protectmg the interests of
socialism., In the USSR, for iﬁance this involves parti-
cipation in manifestations e?rall S, 1n the canvassing for

signatures in protest agai t uclear threat, and the

labour contribution of ele to strengthening the
might of a country cow; fi%d as a bulwark of the peace

forces. Under socialism th ucation of young people in this
spirit is a concern of chole of socie'l:y.1

In the FRG, said Je Achenbach, young people have like~
wise grown up under ditions of peace, and they too have
not hed to know th@aning of war. But for the country's
future, for its p@eful development it is imperative to eon-
vey historical @erience to young people with the example
of such memo.rx dates as the 40th anniversary of the defeat
of German fgsm and the liberation of the peoples of Europe.
History h@ to understgnd what must be done today to prevent

¥
a global,conflagration. Truth about the past will have a posit-

is is dealt with in this issue by V. Mishin in “Soviet
Youth: Commitment to Socialist Ideals" and by E. Aurich in
"Where Youth Have a Big Goal" (#MR, No. 6, 1985) .
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ive response from many young people, for their fear of war

is made all the more oppressive by the fact that the néghtmarish
vision of a nuclear carnage, of a Euroshima, exceedsyall the
horrors known to the senior generation. Yet this fea™of

war does not paralyse a large section of young pee@ple, who

are freed from this paralysis by the strﬁggle for peace,

- With capitalism's general crisis growing dgeper, said

Francisco Filipe, Giorgos Michaelides, Walid) Masri, and

Miroslay §tepan, the working people and ghe rising generation

are worried not only by the problem of preserving peace. They

are worried by the mass unemployment, {by» the diminishing opportu-
nities for getting professionad traiping, by the steady cut-
backs in public spending ang by thelconsequent erosion of

the foundations of the lifédaef nmilPions of citizens. Hence the
growing significdnce of combindng the struggle for peace with

the struggle for social Progress. All the more then is it import-
ant that in looking for andamswer to burning social, economic,
and political questions young people should not succumb to
pessimism about the futuwe, lose hope, or see as an outlet
demagogical projects leading away from society's genuine prog-

I'esSs.

The foreign folicy of any state is the continuation of
its domestic poZicy. Joseph Simmg SPOk%f the atmosphere in
which the rising generation is being brought up in the USA.
Young Amerigan®, he said, are victims of the biggest~ever
campaign l@ufthed to call for a "crusade" against socialism,

the viciims of vicious prcpaganda that calls socialism a "focus
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of evil" in the world. The present generation has to deal
with a situation in which in Washington they are speaklng
openly of the possibility of fighting and winning a ar
war. This generation is a witness of aggressive ac@
against Lebanon, Nicaragua, and Grenada, of the)ﬁt of
counter-revolution, and a policy of state terro . Moreover,
this generation has suffered more than any oth?from the
cutbacks in public spending, the rapid grow f tuition fees,
the reduction of employment, the exhausti unting for jobs,
and the fear of being left without work.&ecisely for these
Teasons an active struggle for peace poses vigorous
opposition by youth and large sectio %working people to
the Reagan administration's i nd forelgn policies.
The seminar addressed& her issues related to the
impact of factors of e ’$1cy on the struggle of
young people in develop@ co@ies. The 1980s, said Jos&
Castillo, saw a nev} s&at' Mevelop when international ten-
sion was heightened as a result of US imperialism's aggres-
sive actions and the es tion of its pressure on democratic
and national liberatiA ovements throughout the world. Reac-
tion is intensifyin@s intrigues especially in Central

America, where it 1°,xt to destroy the Nicaraguan revolution

and deal summarl ith the patriots of E1 Salvador. Today,
as never befor entral America has become the target of the
imperialist ¢y of economic blackmail and militarism pur-

sued by Wa* ton.
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In Panama, José Castillo continued, the movement for peace

is more than s struggle against the US missiles in Europe and
against the nuclear arms race. By their vigorous ac’ci“ for
democracy, for reinforcing national independence, fotx end
to US imperialist ambitions in the region, and fo e dismant~

- ling of the US military base on Panamanian terrlto ry, the na-

tioh's youth are contributing to the general gle for
peacea.
The Middle East, said Kadhim Habib, m Al-Tamimi,

and Fayssal Al-Mekdad, has long been a h d of international
tension. The settlement of the main pr S worrying young

people in this region is thus linked gely with the extirpa-
tion of the effects of the wa? ession fought by Israel,

%&galnst neighbouring Arab
states. The nuclear threa@ s over the Middle East as

well: there is informati Qﬁ srael now possesses weapons
14r§1e& e first-strike missiles that

with the backing of US impe

of mass destruction. F
the USA has begun deployi in Italy and the military forces
that it maintains at ba Vin Turkey are targeted not only

against the USSR but a against the peoples of the Mediterra-
nean and the Persian f. Imperialism and Zionism have turned
the Middle East in gunpowder keg that may at any moment

kindle a world cztas rophe., It is our task to prevent this

from happenin
0

In Afri ountrles,s'emou Pathé Gueye and Visuzwe Seme
noted, wher estlons of a socio-economic character, the probe
lems of § ing famine, disecase, and illiteracy, are in the

A
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foreground, a large section of the young people is still
uninvolved in the peace movement. They do not see the link

between imperialist interference and the slowing rate ofdeve-~
lopment, the growth of international tension, and thel diminu-
tion of internal resources resulting from the risingemilitary
expenditures and the diminishing foreign economic aid. Young
people are most active where s direct, includingwarmed, strug~
gle has to be waged against the aggressive designs of impe-
rialism, racism, and their puppets. The invglwement of large
segments of African youth in the general peace movement in

the world is one of the priority tasks dffthe progressive

forces in Africa.

Emphatic Resistancé 1o ﬁa;itarism

The establishment of lgStng peace in the world is
inseparable from resistance to militarism, to the ideology
and policy of the most bellicgae’imperialist circles. Speakers
at the symposium noted that ayhallmark of modern imperialism
is its adventurism on thesworld scene, and the intensification
of political reaction in“@he zone under capitalist rule. All
this runs counter to tHeWwital interests and aspirations of
young people. The courSe towards confrontation with socialism
and with the forceSsof national liberation, towards the fanning
of tension is jeppardising the future of young people, The
purpose of the _political and intellectuail pressure being
brought tc bgam™against the protests of the masses is to preserve
the practiges¥that young people disagree with and would like to

change.
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When the First World War was still raging, Lenin wrote
that the "imperialist bourgeoisie militarises the youthnas
well as the adults“.2

Militarisation of socigl 1life is leading to gmmeral de-
gradation of young people. Attempts are being mads) to accustom
them to violence, hostility for socialism and tie peoples of
developing countries, admiration of the milifery, and a
readiness to fight for money wherever they/are ordered. The
other side of the coin is that a sectiondof young people has
lost faith in the morrow, is apathetic { @nd seeks to escape
reality. As a result, there has been & rapid rise of the

crime rate and of drug addictioen.

Vera Achenbach, Franciqgg Felipe, and others pointed out

that this tendency towards the militarisation of youth is

more pronounced today thenvevérasbefore. Young people are
becoming the first victims dfMMilitarist policy. They expe-
rience all the hardships cauged by the rapidly growing milit-
ary budgets to the detrifiedt of social security, public educa-
tion, and economic devel@pment.

The constant’ shertage of funds is aggravating the crisis
of the education syfStem. In the USA, said Giorgos Michaelides,
157 institutions (of) higher learning and 3456 secondary schools
were closed in/ondy the past ten years. Britain is short of
8 thousand schogls and nearly 45,000 teachers--for this the

government has no money. On the other hand, the cost of access

¢ #. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 23, p. 82.
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to knowledge, to training, especially higher education, is
growing steadily. In France, for instance, seven out \very
ten students have to look for a Job during the holi& to
pay for their education. A result of the imperigli inter-
vention in and occupation of the northern part ;yprus
is that together with their parents tens of th?ands of
schoolchildren have had to abandon their ho and become
refugees in their own country. e

Militarism is responsible for the n& and constant un-
employment that has now hit huge numbelayf young people, said

Simms.
Walid Masri and Joseph / The fact dicate that if the

money now being allocated fo e ments industry were to
be channelled into c:.v:.llak lon, there would be
considerably more jobs. é

There is a direct%k befween imperialism's militarist
policy and the condit 0 mng people in developing count-
ries. In these countries military expenditures have been
growing steadily: since% early 1970s they have risen by
approximately 150 per& t and in 1983 amounted to 113 billion
dollars. The faster %ies are increased the more non-producti-

vely are labour reQrces expended said Saleem Al-Tamimi,

José Castillo, an@inay Wiswam. This concerns young people,

above all, bec they are diverted from civilian production

to form thes c bone of armed forces.

These* often imposed losses. Randolfo Bane as, Donald

_B_amotar e Prigoshin, and others drew attention to the
0

fact ¢ he US militarists are fighting an undeclared war
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against Nicaragua. Nicaraguan young people have to drop their
studies or work and fake up arms in order to repulse !.gerial-
ist aggression. Many young Nicaraguans have laid do &heir
lives in defence of the Sandinist revolution. Hadgit'not

been for the massive supplies of sophisticated Hasprmaments
and ammunition to the reactionary regime in E lvador, the
people of that country would have deposed t ictatorship

long ago, In Ethiopia, Hankore Abebe, S’émo@ hé Gueye, and

Vusizwe Seme pointed out, young people K have been signi-

ficantly less affected by difficul‘tiesq’d hardships had the
people’'s revolutionary government novd to expend effort
and resources to resist imper list%bversion and aggression
by its reactionary accompliv.

Imperialism's milita&t. cy diversely affects young

people in the capitali.§ rwit was noted at the sympo-
sium. But a common di& Ctv feature is that the radical

deterioration of the cond ns of life has been recently
affecting over larger nvrs of young people.BA
In characterisin Ve attitude of young people to the

political realitiesq capitalist society, speakers accentuated

3 This is b§ out by UN statistics. Two billion people
are not ensured h purified drinking water and, for that
reason, are pw to infectious diseases; 1,500 million people
have no acce o medical attention; one billion people are
living in ’Qct poverty; 800 million adults are illiterate;
250 milli ildren have no opportunity to g0 to school;

600 mill?people are fully or partially unemployed; 450
milliod ple suffer from chronic undernourishment,A large

propo& n of each of these statistics concerns young people
in developing countries.--Ed.
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the growing militancy of their anti-militarist actionge Vera
Achenbach spoke of the work conducted by the trade ufiiens

and factory peace initiative groups in the FRG. Suchigroups
are now functioning at many large industrial facilities and
they involve blue- and white-collar workers, including young
people, of course. In their protests against the arms race,
members of such groups proceed from their sec¥al status and
their conditions of work., At the country'sidocks, for example,
there are groups advocating what they call alternative produc-
tion, in other words, civilian productden. In these groups
many people learn for the firsg timg tHat due to coopera-
tion with the Soviet Union aad_as ayresult of detente large
steel mills, for exza.mple,,HQE?eh and Mannesmanp, have been

able to preserve thousandg”®f dobs. Knowledge of this sort is

highly significant to g wWoTrking person,
Miroslav Stepan and Gioxgos Michaelides spoke of the

anti~militarist feeling Spreading among students. A factor
fostering this feeling 48 %hat military preparations are pre-
judicing the vital infe®ests of students. The escalation of
militarism is linked, directly to the assault on democracy,
culture and basicghumanitarian ideals and values and threatens
to wipe out the hopes for life entertained by the present
generation of Students. This has to be acknowledged even by
those elementSwin the student movement of Western Europe
that have graditionally supported the centrist and in some

cases righi-wing parties.
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The problem of the responsibility of students for pre-
venting a nuclear catastrophe has a clear-cut ethical, emo~
tional aspect and, at the same time, it is not lockedlmp in
morality, It has a direct outlet to politics, said §£;ﬂ§i
Chelnokov. In a certain sense a parallel can be drawn between
this problem and the war in Vietuem that was a B8Pt of
catalyst of the student ‘protest movement, chiefly in the
USA but also in many other capitalist countries.

Many forms in which students join the @nti-war struggle
are eﬁerging today in Britain, the FRG, #éiland, France,
Denmerk, Austria, Finland, the USA, and @dnada. Associations,
coalitions, and campaigns with exclusively anti-war aims are
appearing. Among these are, for ex@ample, the American associa-
tions of campuses for nuclear’ disarmament and the standing
committee against nuclear”war Yet up recently by the Interna-
tional Federation of MédIeal Stumdents Associations. As a
whole, this is leading %o g¢hanges in the attitudes of national
unions of students, in which left-wing forces are growing in-
creasingly more active amnd there is mounting militancy, a

readiness for political actions.

For young people,) said Henning Bentzen, it is important

to see the concretenfesults of their struggle. Under the influ-
ence of the powerf#l peace movement embracing large sections
of the populatiend, Denmark has virtually dissociated itself

from the WAPE decision to deploy new US intermediate-range

4

missiles” i@ Western Europe (Belgium, Britain, Italy, Holland,

4 TnﬁﬁVWas done after the Folketing passed the relevant
resolutdens. These go so far as to deny Danish allocations
for NAPQ, for the deployment of these missiles,~-Ed.
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and the FRG). This shows how much of a role can be played

by so~called small nations, particularly the small na s
in NATO, if they act in favour of easing the interna al
situation. This success of the Danish peace forces s much

to the contribution made by the many youth and sAents orga-

nisations.

In Greece and Argentina, said Stratis Iﬁ@vas and Jorge
Prigoshin, youth organisations made activee of the screen-~
ing of the film "The Day After". Tables k ng anti-nuclear
statements were placed at the entrances% the cinemas
showing this film. Young militants cilvated leaflets ex-
plaining the anti-war signifiﬁce 0 e film and calling
upon people to fight againstv before it starts. A large

number of signatures was c G within a short space of

time. :90 e
Walid Masri, Frag& %@, Vilmos Cserveny, Binay

Wiswam, and others spoke ‘0 the WFDY's major role in the

anti-war movement today.\ws year, the World Federation of
Democratic Youth~~vang of progressive young people-~is
marking its 40th anni sary. Since its first congress (London,
November 1945) it }eevolved into a prestigious association
of democratic you@aiming to prevent young people from ever
again experienc@ the horrors of war. It works for peace,

democracy, tp*-ldependence of nations, and social progress.,
The Federat&sponsors massive campaigns, among which are

the World@th Actions Against the Nuclear Threat, for Peace

L4
and Dis ent.

A
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In the WFDY's activities there has lately been an expan-
sion of its traditional political contacts with other,“mter~
national organisations, notably, with the Internatignal Union
of Socialist Youth, in order to map out a common approach to
problems attracting public attention and conduct Joint actions
in defence of peace.

Miroslav §tepan, Giorgos Michaelides, Sermei Chelnokov,

and José Castillo spoke of the role playediby the Interna-

tional Union of Students in rallying studen®s to the peace
struggle. By decision of its latest couBmess, the IUS has
started a world-wide campaign under the slogan "Students for
Peace, Against Nuclear War", TI% was‘@dsked whether this work
was not being impeded by theffact tHat some student organisa-
tions of the largest capitaiist e€olntries are not affiliated
to the IUS. In reply, M;geglavﬁgiegan said that in fact
they are quite actively ®0ope€Farting with the IUS, discussing
the documents submitted todthem, and exchanging delegations
with the IUS. For instaneg,) there was a positive response from
the United States Nationdl Student Association, which has
nearly four million members, to an Open Letter to US Students,
urging joint actionsdin the struggle to remove the nuclear
threat.

In their aaalysis.of the present situation Hans Kluthe,
Elean Thomas, ﬁggplay Arabadziev, Victor Kamyshanov, and

nthers showed %hat in the prevailing conditions, following

the commengemént of Euromissile deployment, for young people
Opposed «tOywar paramount importance is being acquired by the

task ofidrawing Up & new long-term sction pProgramme. This conuld
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be helped to a large extent by the Twelfth World Youth and
Student Festival, whose slogan "For Anti-Imperialist S@a-
rity, Peace, and Friendship" makes sense to millions gyoung
people, especially as the festival is being held i t year
that witnessed the 40th anniversary of the great&kry over
Hitlerite fascism and Japanese militarism. Democratic young
pecple revere the memory of those who gave th lives in
the world war so that peace could reign on planet.

Expressing the concern of the world wunity of nations
for the planet's future, the UN has pro ed 1985 as Inter-

national Youth Year. Giorgos Michaelidv ory Apresyan, and
others assessed this act as thy ignificant. The IYY

motto--"Participation, Devel nt Peace"--mirrors the

objective need to enhance o@layed by young people

L/

tion among nations. & &v

Counter-0ffensive by Reaction

L/
in the struggle for peacisho @force friendship and coopera-

Much attention was vloted at the symposium to various
aspects of the current&eological st'ruggle to win young

people. Q

In order to s Qdinate young people to their influence,
speakers noted @e reactionary forces have organised an
unprecedented ~communist, anti-Soviet pPropaganda campaign,
The orchestr s of this campaign are the most aggressive im-
perialist cgs in the USA. This is seen vividly in the main
issue o{. day, that of war and peace. The innumerable peace
initiaw of the USSR and the other socialist community

countries, initiatives that open the road to ending the arms
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race and improving the international situation, are ignored
or misrepresented. The militarist preparations of thelMSA

and NATO and the man-hating Star Wars plans are diskeé@ up as

a counterbalance to the "Soviet military threat", Bhe monopoly
press tags the label of = '"Moscow conspiracy" and™Mintrigues

of Communist agents" to the spreading resistanee of the peoples
to the imperialist policy of dictation. Partieipants in the
anti-war movement, which is gaining momentWm, on all continents,
are maligned as "puppets manipulated fromywithout",

When lies of this sort pour out dayygafter day from tele-
vision screens, radio receivers, newgpapers, and Journals,
young people in the capitalisteworild. Sometimes find it hard
to understand what is happenipg. gAdccess to truthful information
is blocked by subtle antiscommunist propaganda. Little wonder
that a section of young peoplefls influenced by the stereotypes
planted by this propagamda.

It is all the more important, speakers at the symposium
pointed out, to give acgurate and compelling answers to the
political and ideologieal questions being asked by young
people. The main quégtion today is: Who is threatening peace?

We try to con@uét this work forcefully, said Stratis
Korakas, whether %he issue is missiles, human rights, or any
other questiont¥Ih talks with young people the simple argument
that for citizefs of socialist countries life is as dear as
it is to ugy Greeks, paved the way to understanding. We explain
that the §oViet Union has made a non~-first use of nuclear

weapongteemmitment, that it has pledged not to use such weapons



20.

against countries that do not possess such weapons, do not
manufacture them, and do not have foreign nuclear-armed 'mili-
tary bases on their territory. No capitalist power,ha® as

yet followed this example. Judging from our experience, broad
explanatory work yields results, moulding and d8%¥eloping
people's thinking.

Speakers drew attention to changes in &he strategy of
imperialist reaction, which is trying to Péstrict youth
participation in the peace movement. Fofmerly, the main aim
was to justify war and the preparation€ for it. Now, in paral-
lel, they are seeking to reorient the'peace movement, to set
it new targets, or replace thi® allegedly obsolete movement
with a new one. The significénce, of this "correction" is to
place anti-war actions omtsidepadtive politics, to confine
them to a simple condemnatiomiof the "superpowers". In other
words, 1t is suggestédythat Young people should drop the
question of "Who is threatening peace", and this means trying
to erode their pressure on imperialism as being alone re-
sponsible for interng¥icnal tension. To rebuff efforts of
this sort requires (eXtending the participation of all contin-
gents of young people in the peace movement.

In the thinkdnhg of young people in the FRG, said Vera
Achenbach, the®e are elements we should carefully analyse,
Say, youngepeople do not égree with the purely mercantile norms
of the bourge€ois way of life and seek other values and moral
criterige Conservative forces are making every effort to use
these asﬁirations and declare, for instance, that it is a

good thing that in the FRG young people want to introduce
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something new intb.society's development and, without Eﬁi}ng
their cue from the state, do not ask it for funds for‘ige
realisation of their ideas. The only reason this is ng

said is that the right-wing elements are engaged 'Vadistri-
buting state funds, giving priority to the requirements of the
Bundeswehr and NATO to the detriment of socio nomic require-
ments,

Relative to values and morals, Vera bach went on to

Say, we cannot leave the battlefield to conservatlves,
Greens or the alternativists. It is ou slon as Communists
to develop the peace movement, the so@d protest of the people
and, at the same time, propag eat ideals, explain
them, and fight alongside le for a better future.

It is very important that g & person should have the op-
portunity to take part ﬁﬁ:,he uggle, even if this is only

a small initiative. Le& ztrate. The largest strike of
apprentices in the history of the FRG took place last year.

For the first time ever ction week was conducted Jointly
with school pupils, stn‘spts, and young workers. On the basis

of what has been achl@d we feel that it is now vital to

step up our work at Oiversitles and other educational insti-
tutions and also g ndustrial facilities so that instead of
being reduced t ssiveness young people's non-acceptance of
their condltﬁqi. ould evolve into protest actions, big and

small,

al, said Francisco Felipe, right-wingers said

that ind young people had their own difficulties but these
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would disappear in the immediate future. At the same time,
they encouraged consumer feeling among young people, \ing
them eﬁpty hopes for a better future. We countered s with
vigorous explanatory work. The result? The unders ing that
the ideological campaign of the right-wingers héailed is
being increasingly demonstrated in the activiv of the demo-~
cratic movement of young Portuguese. Young e are getting
more organised and more of them are takin#&-t in the actions
for a new, democratic policy, and this @es also to those
who formerly maintained an individuali% stand and held
aloof from the struggle. This has ena d the youth movement
to organise massive actions % natlenal scale against un-

employment and in defence ovace.

D A
Communists Areswith People; Young People Are
with‘h% Fni_sts

All classes and all political parties, it was stated at

the symposium, are see to win the support of young people,
The Communists see th& task in helpir}g young people to ac-
quire a class consc ness, an active stand in life, a broad
view of developme% in the world, and profound democratic
eonvictions, |

In think of the role played by working youth and
students in'Nitic'al life, the Communists see them as a power-
ful force the struggle against the threat of a nuclear war

and bel.' in their potentialities, which they have now demon-

A
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strated on many occasions, These potentialities are far from
having been exhausted. The anti-war movement is open e
accessible to everybody. It unites young people of erent
views. But like any other social movement, it has mave clear
aims and a clear understanding of how to achieveéese aims.
It is thus especially important for the Communva to develop
the class consciousness of young people in t uestion of war
and peace, to help them to acquire a scie *c, dialectical
approach to present-day political proble& In the anti-war move-
ment the ultimate aim of "the ideologica%rk of the Communists
is to give precisely such an .-educati mo young peace fighters.
Motivated by a pressing ve in peace, steadily
growing numbers of young pe&?‘ capitalist countries are

identifying themselves wi e* ce forces. But the main
2

social force is the work ¢ the working masses. There

have been cases when r&pr mrian strata, notably students,
have played the role of catalyst of the anti-war protest in

this or that country. H%r, experience compellingly

demonstrates that the& her growth of the movement depends
on the support it ge@from the working class, from young
working people. o

Unity of the@ace fighters with the working class, it
was stressed g symposium, is an imperative of the day.
The certain ess of the anti-~war movement, despite all its
successes, *been due to the inadequacy of such unity.

The. @an Communist Party, said Vera Achenbach, interacts

= :
with yo people, using the great ideals of the working class
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and the historical experience of the struggle against fascism,
and exposing neonazism, revanchism, and the governmer«s dis-
criminatory policy towards immigrant workers. The unists
have made it a firm principle that the cardinal aimfof their
work with young people is to help the Marxist associations

Union of Students) and the Socialist Organi on of Young

(the Socialist German Young Workers and the Mggst Spartacus
Pioneers. GCP members are working in theS\ anisations.
Without this the party would not have be&successful among
young people. The influx of new member es from youth

unions in the first place. A t38k co nting the Communists

Vr ranks. A glance at
the leadership of these orﬁ@s shows that here there

is no problem: young Comm%sts'

S
The Communist PaI&onYUSA said Joseph Simms, regards
its youth organisation as a dependable political helper. A

is to win the maximum prestig

their motor, their motive

force,

party conference on you oblems held last year noted the
militant participatiox* the Young Communist League of the
USA in the election @aign. Without the assistance of the
League, which is th arty's task force, the Communists would
have been unable &et their candidates registered in a
number of stat he conference. charted ways and means of
reinforcing t& outh organisation angd expanding its press.

The League'&cond convention is planned for next year, and

the Comm§1’arty is helping in the preparations for it.
L/
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Stratis Korakas described how the Greek Communists are
educating young people on the heroic traditions of the
national and international working class movement. ASha result,
young workers and students act more and more oftet Jointly
for peace and for their rights. Young people are active in
the movement to dismantle US and NATO militaryp, bases in Greece.
This movement is headed by a committee formed “of representa-
tives of large sections of society. Furthegm, “the Communists and
young people have collected hundreds of .thousands of signatures
against the deployment of new US missiged in Western Burope.
At first this was not & particularly/large movement, but
today most of the workers and peasanbs, and every member of
the Communist Youth of Grege knowwhow much of a threat Pershing
IT and cruise missiles argd

Henning Bentzen spéke ofutNe involvement of young Danes

in the peace movement. The tireless, day-to~day work of the
Communists in this direction is yielding results. The innumer-
able discussions of que&tions related to disarmament are
helping to draw more young people into the movement for the
withdrawal of US migsiles from Europe and for the creation of
a nuclear~free zope in Northern Europe. In Denmark this move-
ment embraces many strata of the population. The World Peace
Council has supported the initiative of the Danish public cal-
ling for a WoBld Peace Congress in Copenhagen in 1986. The
nation's Cemmunists and young peopie wil; take an active part

in the prepdrations for this congress.,
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Vusizwe Seme gave examples to illustrate how the South

African Communist Party and young people work together_in the
complex situation prevailing in a racist state. Youn eople
need their heroes, and in South Africa one of these Solomon
Mahlangu.5 The Communist Party draws public atte M to his
selfless devotion to the people, and thousands of young men
have taken his place in the ranks of fighters Ve Co.mmunis‘cs
have to keep explaining the distinction bet "anti-white"
and anti-racist actions. This work is beani tangible fruit:
more and more young whites?igfusing to AJE in the racist

army, which is fighting an imjust war Qﬂst Africans, and

growing numbers of conscious rivolut' ries are being recruit-

ed into the party. v
' Sémon
When working with youn‘ o said 77 "Pathé Gueye,
it is necessary to get th T bearings. In fighting un-

employment, for the dem@tis ion of education, and larger
allocations for the pe&e'&mightenment, the Senegal Party
of Independence and Labour sees this as a condition for enhan-
cing the political consci ness of young people. In the course
of the struggle young le begin to understand the link bet-
ween the difficultie@cing the country and the arms race,

5 Solomon M gu (1959-1979), hero and patriot of South
Africa. Despite pleas for clemency to the South African govern-
ment from the curity Council and the governments of many
countries arg the world he was executed in a Pretoria jail
for participdti®n in the national liberation struggle. In his
last letter‘a:’Qis mother before he was executed, the youth
wrote: "g 00od will nourish the tree which will bear the
fruits o eedom. 'Tell my people that I love them and that

they m continue the struggle,” A college in Tanzania has
been named after him.--Ed.
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the interest that the forces of imperialism and neocolonialism
have in inflaming international tension. The Alboury ye6
Democratic Youth Union has become an active helper & -
party.

The history of the People's Progressive Paréof Guyana
and that of its youth section, the Progressivev.lth Organi-

sation, are closely linked, said Donald Ramo@ The PYO
was founded soon after the appearance of tl@arty, at the
height of the anti-colonial struggle, anﬂndeed made an
important contribution to the winning o%dependence ‘for
Guyana. With the constant guidance o % party, Guyanese
Yyouth have stepped up the figAto ocracy, social prog-
ress, and world peace. Peac Vc: ces are regularly organ-
ised as an interesting fo To agating anti-war ideas
and focusing attention 5 ur¢ issues of the day.

The upbringing o]k)urx ople in a spirit of interna-
ticnalist solidarity, it was declared at the symposium, is

a major means of promot%heir political activity. In this

area there are many em ive forms of organisation. One of

9

Alboury Ndi@, a national hero of Senegal who lived in
the latter half o@he nineteenth century. He was a fighter
against colonialism and a champion of the unity and independ~
ence of the Af Qn peoples. He fought invaders on the terri-
tory of Sen Mauritania, Mali, and Niger, and was killed in
one of the les. Ignored by bourgeois historiography, he

n the memory of the people by the Senegal Party
nce and Labour, which gave his name to itgyouth

6
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them is the sending of youth teams to assist Nicaragua.

Last year 120 young Communists went to Nicaragua frongen-
tina alone. Many volunteers from the GDR, Greece, t A .
the FRG, Austria, Holland, Finland, and other cou ms went

to Managua to help bring in the harvest and buil rious

civilian projects. Niall Farrell spoke of the ort of the
Communist Party of Ireland for the initiativeéh‘ish Young
Communists to start a fund collection driv$ building new
schools in Nicaragua. '

The affairs and concerns of young @ﬂe are dear to the
Communists, who see them as an ally n %nly in the struggle

against the threat of a nucleaAar also for remaking the

world in the name of humanitKVb$ht ideals.

L/

. L.

Swiming up the di s&vRoland Bauer, chairman of
the WMR Commission for Problems of Peace and Democratic Move=-
ments, noted that there been a useful exchange of views
on a wide range of que*ns related to the overall theme
of the symposium. A lcularly substantive analysis was made
of the problem of ctive involvement of the planet's young
people in the ant'ﬁr movement, which has become a major fact-
or of internati Qlire. For young people throughout the worlg

to fight forge means to secure an end to the arms race, con-

solidate det €4 assert in practice the principles of peaceful

coexistenﬁg states with ‘different social systems and, in

the fina alysis, eliminate war from the life of society for

the sake of humankind's social progress. This aim 1is seen
clearly by democratic young people and by progressive students.
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Brief Information

COMMUNIST YOUTH LEAGUES Q\

Progressive Youth Society (PYS) of TurkAl

The Society was founded in 1976. It grouVoung workers,
peasants and students of secondary and voca@al schools, and
universities. Its motto is "The path of © orking class is

the path of youthw, &\

The Society draws young men and w% into the struggle

againgt imperialism, reaction and f sm, takes a stand against
repression and persecution, Aﬂe of the rights of the
country's youth, and for a mo atic educational gystem. It
demands the abolition of m&ry bases, opposes the NATO

policy of aggression %see@nity of action by all progressive
youth associations i&liskguggle.

Prior to the declaration of a étate o_f emergency late
in 1978, when the Soci was barred from operating in legal
conditions, it was 503000 strong; it had organisations in nearly
all the districts @he country and enjgyedhigh prestige among

youth. Its activiewas backed by Ilerici Yurtsever Genclik

(Progressive Pa&tic Youth), a fortnightly published in
30,000 copie wxe authorities repeatedly confiscated the
journal but\;' influence went on growing.

The #tary coup on September 12, 1980 and the ensuing

L/

repres§weakened the youth movement for a time. Hundreds of
Sociei embers were arrested and tortured, and some of them

= :
Continued from WMR Nos. 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 1984; 2, 6, 1985.



were killed. The managing editor of Ilerici Yurtseve enclik,

Erhan Tuskan, is still in prison. Many leaders of t ociety
had to emigrate. But even telling losses failed VOP the
struggle of progressive youth.

Today progressive youth are particularly, ong in educa-
tional institutions. They organise protest ons agains‘t the
government's pro-imperialist policy, lau * ampaigns of
solidarity with political prisoners, d ing a general
amnesty, fight against reactionary pr es in the universi-
ties, for the restoration ofSnochand for the people's
happy future, strive for thvpea f the ban on the Sofiety's

activity, and join in acti

Q,
on Turkish soil. R Q N

L /
About two years t oclety started a national perio-

st the US military bases

dical, Ileri (Forward), w&n now has a large readership in
spite of repression. Thvganisation clandestinely circulates
Ileri as well as leaf Vand posters expressing the demands of
young workers, peas , 8tudents and servicemen. o

Being an affi e of the World Federation 0£ Democratic
Youth and the I national Union of Students, the Progressive
Youth Society Turkey participates in campaigns of solidarity
with the pema resisting repressive regimes and imperialist
aggressio .\

&
Q
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Communist Youth Federation of Sri Lanka (CYFSL)

It was founded in 1949 and groups young people ig the

age of 18 years upwards: industrial and agricultur rkers,
peasants, fishermen, small-scale producers, univias‘ y and
secondary school students, intellectuals.

The CYFSL is operating under the ideolog and political
guidance of the Communist Party of Sri Lan\% n the basis of
the party's strategy and tactics. &\

Throughout its history, the Federawion has drawn progres-
sive, democratic and patriotic yout the struggle against

h v
imperialism, neocolonialism aArea@n, in defence of their

right to work and civil fr s,m for the possibility of

living and developing thei&b}@es in a climate of peace.
Communist youth hs:,v e ing much to consolidate the

political and economi& e nce of Sri Lanka, strengthen

national unity and improve&ving standards. They have led
many demonstrations and vnised publicity campaigns to demand
land reform and a denimic education system. They have pro~
tested against atte s by international and home reaction to
involve Sri Lanka gmperialism's strategic plans endangering
peace and stabil@ in the region and the independence and
sovereignty of Lanka.

As a r.eAt of the regime's eanti-popular, pro~-imperialist
social and nomic policies, young Sri Lankans are faced with
growing ployment, a rising cost of living, runaway infla-
tion a%uts in spending on social benefits. The Federation sees
one o&ts immediate tasks in fighting for the restora-
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tion and extension of rights which:young people have been
robbed of. It resists government plans for a reducti in ex-
penditures on education and has launched & mass mo nt under
the slogan "Provide employment to all youth irre give of
political affiliations”™ into which it has brought young men and
women of different nationalities and religio v

The Federation is cooperating with ot eft-wing and
radical organisations, such as the youth ues of the Sri

Lanka Socialist Party and the Sri Lanka ple's Party or the

National Union of Students. Together wi these organisations

the Federation is now making epar s for a nation-wide

campaign in defence of the s outh. The campaign may

take the form of rallles, mon tions, long marches, seminars
0

and conferences.

The Federation cox ace a prerequisite for the
social progress of nati n& erefore it actively opposes im-
perialism's war preparat s and condemns the deployment of new
NATO missiles in Europ?d US plans for the militarisa-
tion of space. It de s the dismantling of foreign military
bases, primarily o ‘agggo Garcia Island in the Indian Ocean and
emphatically con s attempts by world imperislism, which is

led by the USA, to destabilise the situation in countries which
have opted fo %

The C@ is playing an active role in the international

n-capitalist development.
democrati uth movement. It joins in campaigns of solidarity
with p s and youth fighting for democracy and social prog-

ress,“gginst fascist and other dictatorial regimes. The Federa-
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ration organises, among other things, actions in support of the
youth of Latin America, South Africa, Palestine and Lw?n.
The Federation maintains ties with the progressive ygoulii
organisations of other countries. It has establish#articul—
arly close relations with the All-India Youth FeAtion and
the youth leagues of the socialist world and is?tiliated
to the World Federation of Democratic Youth.s

The CYFSL follows the principles of d atic centralism.
Its basic organisations are youth league&med in factories,
higher educational institutions, towns %villages. The highest
authority of the Federation is its C ﬁss, held once in three
years (the latest Congress-—téli &met in February 1983).
In between congresses, the ration's work is guided by the

Central Committee and its cr at.

The CYPSL publishw (Young lanka), a monthly
in Sinhalese, and an &r@l Bulletin, also a monthly, in

English.
N

Communi outh of Ecuador

Founded in 1948@his is one of the most influential
youth organisationo'x Ecuador. Its predecessor was the Social-
ist Youth of Ecu@', set up in 1926 on the initiative of the

Ecuadoran Soci t Party.x
X The ESPy founded in 1926, was renamed the Communist
Party of E r in 1931,

&
Q
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The CYE is a reserve snd assistant of the Communist
Party of Ecuador. It works under the party's guidanceQ\
closely cooperating with it at all levels and imple ng
its policy among young people. v

The communist youth organisation has extensA experience
of work in the complex political situation pre@ing in Ecua-
dor. In the 1960s, during the revolutionary ing in the
country, it played a major part in radica g and uniting
young people and drawing them into the p&lar movement against
bourgeois power. Following the 1963 fasgﬁ coup the CYE was

in the forefront of the fight agains e military fascist
dictatorship, which was depos&in G

In the 1970s young COK is successfully repulsed
Maoist and fascist-type ;@mi ry gangs active in Ecuadoran
campuses. This won ther@nsi able prestige among students
in secondary schools higher institutions, who today comprise
70 per cent of the CYE membership.

In the 1980s, und ourgeois democracy, the CYE has
been concentrating or&lting patriotic and progressive young
people to fight for%ir rights. The Third CYE Congress, held
in 1982, charted strategic line towards unity of action
and advanced a .refevant political platform. Its chief demands
are that you& ople should have the right to work, education,
and vocati 'N training, and access to culture,art, and sports,

In ing with this strategy, the CYE has made a major
contri} n to the formation of the Youth Sector of the Broad

Left &mt and to the founding of the Anti-Oligarchy Political
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members
Youth Front, which unites / of diverse social forces

under a patriotic, anti~-imperialist programme. To help &lcatc—

children in a revolutionary spirit, the CYE has takerdille

Eloy Alfaro Red Young Pioneers organisation under patronage.
The CYE sees a constant aim in mobilising yA people

for active participation in the people's strug#for demo-

cracy, national independence, peace, and soc@progress. Dur-

ing the 1984 election campaign two youth t@ went on an

agitation hike. They crossed the country om south to north,

hiking 1,800 kilometres, and on the way@;y posted placards,

distributed election leaflets, and c@ted rallies., During

the campaign the CYE brought A)O?
i

members into the Broad

Left Front, and nominated it% idates for election to parlia-
ment and other bodies. '\

Communist youth ar@per g in close contact with working
class organisations, &vi %ung working people into trade
unions. It cooperates with the Youth Department of the Confedera-
tion of Working People cuador,

Ideological ‘craim gets much attention in the CYE. There
is a permanent Nati@. School for Young Communists, which
regularly holds chical study days. The CYE educates its
members in the spirit of proletarian internationalism and
works for pe1 against imperialism, in support of embattled
peoples. It‘%s extensive contacts with progressive youth leagues
in other tries and cooperates actively with young people
in soc.' t countries. It is & member of the World Federation

of De& atic Youth.
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The Communist Youth of Ecuador is organised along the
lines of democratic centralism. It has organisations 'N4 of
the nation's 20 provinces. Its highest organ is its gress.
In the interim between congresses its work is gui y the
Central Committee, the Executive Committee, and& Secreta=-
riat.
Its printed organ is the weekly Juventu elde (Rebel

Youth) .
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SURVELS, INFORMATION AND NGZLY
YOUTH IN TODAY'S WORLD: EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, SURVIVAEL

The United Nations General Assembly has desighated
1985 as the Internmational Youth Year (IYY). Itsmmetto is
"Participation, Development, Peace". The Progrémme drawn up
for the Year by the United Nations contains initiatives
and recommendations to governments designed to assist the
broadest possible participation by young pe6ple in political,
economic, social and cultural affairs. The, Programme
proceeds from the need to ensure a kind ,of“social development
which would attach fuller attention to.the interests and
requirements of the younger generation.’ Here, the imperative
‘eondition is the strengtheninggof peace and removal of the
war threat.

The aim of the IYY is o, dréw public attention to the
situation, problems and di®ficulties of youth, whether those
connected with the generally léwrlevel of economic develop-
ment, the way it is in many Third World countries, or with
the ills of the social system, like thoge obtaining in
industrielised capitalist céeuntries. It is also designed to
uphold the vital rights ofythe younger generation wherever
they remain, to varyingsdegrees, a dead letter, or where they
are violated or suppressed.

Youth faces a diversity of problems; foremost among
them, however, are @ducation and realisation of the right
to work. This is,what largely shapes the attitude of
young people to ;fhe world around them and their social
eonduct., The sUrvey we offer concerning the econditions
in which youth enters responsible, adult life is based on
information provided by the United Nations, other interna-
tional goyernmental and non-governmental organisations and
the pressief different countries. ’

¥
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UN experts usually classify people 15 to 25 years old as
youth.l At the beginning of the current decade the number Of
these people approached 860 million (some 20 per cent ofWthe
world's population), having increased by about 345 million people
over the past quarter of the 20th century. Over thr@e-—quarters
of young people live in developing countries. By /fhe” beginning
of the 1990s the number of people in this age greup will reach
the one billion mark.

In a way, young people are the world's A8&r future. In ten
to twenty years, today's boys and girds willd Tepresent the group
with the greatest votential for eff@gegencyy the group which will
shape the population "image’ of anyycountry. What will they be
like when they reach adulthood?, “IHe @nsWer depends to a greéat
extent on the kind of education theffreceive; this, in tumm,
will depend on the nature, purposéshand opportunities of a given

social system.

% Naturally, this is, ine@ way, an arbitrary division. For
example, in many Third World@ountries migrants 11 to 14 years
old who flock to the citie@Nfrom rural areas in search of work
to support them can no longer, in many respects, be classed as
children. On the other hand, it is difficult to consider as no
longer “"young' in socie&dconomic terms those persons aged 30 to
35 who have receivedss higher education but who still depend on
their parents becauysaworf unemployment. As a result, the span of
the transition frdW.childhood to adulthood described as "youth"
differs from socdef¥ to Soziety and even within a given society,
depending on the Bocial background and sex of the individual.
Nevertheless, fone can, in all probability,.say that in all
countries youth is the period in which people prepare for independ~
ent, adult participation in the nation's life.
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Rights and \Realities

The Universal Declaration of Human Right52 proclaimg\the
universal right to education (Article gg%’tﬁgtiggmgg%gry e
at the elementary and basic levels, it must be free, and/compulsory.
Vocational training is also to be accessible to all (depending
on individual aptitudes). Unfortunately however, “Wghese
universal principles are far from universally gpplied. Let us not
dwell here on the situation in developing countrmies where many
problems and bottlenecks in the systems of eduecation are rooted,
first, in huge socio-economic diffieulties,and second, as UNESCO
Justly points out, in the "continuing influence ... of the systems
inherited from the colonial period".3 Let us turn to economically
developed countries of two worlds, soO€ialist and capitalist.4

In socialist society, the rightWto education is fully guaran-
teed by the material, economic and political conditions necessary
for it. Universal secondary education; ansence of any discrimina-
tion in admittance to secondary specialised and higher education
establishments; ample opport@nities for studying at them by
correspondence; free education at all levels and, moreover,
scholarship payments to #n overwhelming majority of competent
students; free textbook&lang manvals; reduced fares on all types
of public transports; availability of hostel accommodations for

out-of-town studentsmat s token price--all this is taken for granted

under socialism.

2 Adopteds by the UN General Assembly on December 10, 194s8.

3 Doc. 22 G/4, September 29, 1983, p. 3

4 Only some of the facts can be fitted into a brief survey.



The right to education is also recorded in the constitytions

of many capitalist countries. However, due to economic, administra-

tive, legal, socio-psychological and other factors, far €rom
everyone can exercise this right, and if so, to differing degrees.

The much-~-vaunted bourgeois "equality of opportufdty" is
especially illusory in higher education. First, there is the
impressive price of tuition. In the United State8yythe average
fee in many colleges and universities is some 8,000 to 9,000
dollars a year, and this is by no means the I@mit. For example,
annual tuition at Princeton is over 19,0004@01lars. Besides,
higher education fees are growing sbteadily¥ According to
official estimates, thdprice of hdghereducation has risen by
‘at least eight per{cent "«in academic’ 1984/1985. In Great Britain,
the Tory governmeﬁt plans to paise @anual university tuition fees
to 12,000 pounds.

A similar trend is in evidenge in several other capitalist
countries. This explains why, ‘@s a rule, the share of children
of working families in the gverall number of students falls
far short of the proportiem,of working people relative to the
total population figure {mFor example, in the FRG children of
workers and peasants /meke up no more than 15 per eent of all
those admitted to higher education institutions (compare that to
60 per cent in the/GDR). In France, where workers comprise more
than 40 per cent of the employable population, the share of their
children who entered higher education institutions in 1984 barely
exceeded 12 pex cent of all those who became students that year.
The percentage of students from working families is even.smaller

in Sweden, Italy and Japan.
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"Elite” educational establishments are a salient feature
in the systems of education of many capitalist countrie&wss The
National Administrative School (ENA) in France, “pubiie" (in
actual fact, privately owned) schools and ' some colleges in Great
Britain, and private universities in the United States are virtual-
ly closed to children of lower- and sometimes eVeém middle-
income families. As a source of personnel to Be employed mostly
in the upper echelons of government and econémic management, these
establishments are an important tool of preserving the domination
of the bourgeoisie.

One should note that in many capitalist countries too,
students do receive scholarship‘payments; these may be government
and other scholarships (payedaby’ thé educational establishment
itself, by some ecademic foundations, major companies, charity
societies and the like). Howevér, first, far from all students
receive them (for example, onIy25 per cent in Switzerland, 17.5
in France, 14 in Austria, 13 in the United States, 10 in Belgium
and Norway, etc,). Seconds.scholarships are often paid as partial-
ly or even fully reimburf&@ble loans.

This situation is{#¥pical of the United States where the

reimburse
student must / the debt he incurred receiving scholarship
payments within tems years after graduation. The FRG offers another
example.l A federal law on support for education wag in force there
since 1971, stiPudating that some 25 per cent of all students
were to be gpanted scholarships. Upon graduation, the former

student was{to repay about 22 per cent of the total to the

government over a definite period. Herr Kohl's government decided



Tthat the students had it toc good. It introduced a new rdle’in
academic 1983/1984; now the entire sum must be repayed. @bviously,
such arrangements make higher education inaccessible #e many young
people.

Social discrimination is combined with ethnic '®hd racial
discrimination. The United States is a classic &&8®e in this
respect: there, over 7C per cent of children aftehd segregated
schools while, according to UCLA (University{¢® California,

Los Angeles) figureé, Blacks account for only seven to eight
per cent of the college and university students--one-third of
the ratic of Blacks to the count®y?s population.

A situation like that is gimply, Bhthinkable in socialist
countries where complete equalit¥y of ‘@11 citizens in this sphere
and in all others is constifutionaldy guaranteed. The multina-
tional Soviet Union presents a particularly graphic example.
People of over 100 national ad@w@thnic groups study at its
higher education establishmen®e. In the number of students per
10,000 of the population the USSR's Union Republics which used
to be backward outlying @feas in tsarist Russia are now considerably
ahead of many develope@ capitalist countries. For example,
this Tigure is 137 ififPajikistan, 155 in Kirghizia and 169 in
Uzbel:istan, against#* 222 in Italy, 106 in the FRG and 98 in Great
Britain.

These are fondy some of the facts reflecting the essential
differences im education under socialism and under capitalism.

Summing @p objective data, one has every reason to speak

of an education crisis in many bourgeoig "democracies" which
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results not only in widespread illiteracy5 but also in grave
moral trauma for many young people. This crisis is arn“aspect
of the general crisis of capitalism, and education problems
are compounded in those countries where openly right-wing
forces have been recently in power. These quarters launched
an offensive against the masses' vital interestswby pursuing a
policy of social dismantling which reduces, im particular,
government spending on education.

Progress of education in the socialist world stands out
in even bolder relief égainst thies background. The purpose of

these efforts is to improve the quality of education and make it

® There are two million/illit&%ete people each in Great

Britain and France, 11 milldiom in)Ztaly and over 25 million in
the United States. According to.the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare of{this biggest and wealthiest capitalist
country, about one-third of all Americens at the age of 17 lack
a8 secondary education and more than 70 million adulis encounter
serious difficulties becauSevof their “"functional illiteracy".
In February 1984 Ronald Reagan admitted that over 10 per cent
of all Americans aged 17-were virtually illiterate and that

the quality of education in schools was deteriorating steadily.
An analysis of the edufation level in the United States shows
illiteracy and "functional illiteracy" mostly affecting dis~-
advantaged population strata. The illiteracy rate is 44 per
cent among Blacks and 56 per cent among Hispanics. Even the
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare was forced to
acknowledge that mass illiteracy in the United States was a
nation-wide /problem growing more acute each year.



geared even better to all-round personality

development, the latest achievements of science and technology
and the requirements of the national economy. The latest
examples that bear this out include the major steps to improve
secondary education and vocational training in the GDR and
Czechoslovakia and the reform of general educa&tiSn and vocational

training schools begun in the Soviet Union.6

The Joy of Creative Effort Vs theé Tragedy of

Unemployment

Education and training isan, indispensable stage in the
preparation of young people for responsible work in adulthoad,
an important condition of théir integration into the social
fabric. However, the facts éited above prove that this condi-
tion is met fully only under focialism. UNESCO estimates that
in 1980 some 123 million children aged 6 to 11 did not attend
school7 (the figure has probably increased since); this obviously
eontributes to a further Spread of illiteracy, aggravating

the social tragedy of.maSs unemployment among young people in

the capitalist worldx

® one might fmehtion here that in the USSR illiteracy, which

existed on a mass scale at the time the world's first socialist

state was established, was virtually eliminated as early as the
mid-1930s.

7 Docp 22 C/4, p. 3. .



Percentage of Young FPeople among the Unemployed in 1980

Country Per cent Country Per cent
Thailand 73.9 Canada 47.1
Syria 69.9 Israel 46.6
India 67.2 United States 45.7
Barbados 66.2 Netherlands 44.7
Italy 62.4 Sweden 42.4
Ghana 60.4 Great Britadn 42.2
Venezuela 58.2 Franee 42.1
Singapore 58.0 Belgium 38.0
Spain 57«5 Norwdy 35.9
Australia 55.9 Finland 33.9
Philippines 54.9 Denmark 27.9
Turkey 48.6 FRG 27+ 3
South Korea 48.6 Switzerland 23:5
Portugal 47.4 Japan 21.9 |

Source: UN statistics

These figures signify not only forfeited opportunities
but also despair,/dack of confidence and disillusionment.
"Unemployment'sy, "partial employment", "despondency", "insecurity"
and even "sunyival" have now become household words with young
people in the capitalist world. For obvious reasons, unemploy-
ment is pawdicularly widespread in developing countries. The

Internatiogal Labour Or%anisation
/ estimates that in 1980 there were some 200 million unemployed
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in the Third World. On average, 60 per cent (120 million)
were young people.8

Unemployment has always been higher among youth),than among
older age groups, but this trend has intensified to an even
greater degree in recent years. For example, acgerding to
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and/DeVelopment (OECD)
which comprises 24 industrislised capitalist countries,
from 1979 to 1983 the share of the unemployed among the
able-bodied population in the 15-to-24 age group inereased
from 10.6 to 23.2 per cent in Grdat Britain, from 3.4 to
10.8 per cent in the FRG and from 13.3to 21 per cent in
France. The problem of youth unemployment has become quite
acute in the United States t6o; there, the percentage of
unemployed white young people h@swrisen from 15 to 22 per cent
in recent years; this increase“has been even more dramatic
among non-white young men and/women--from 38 to 44 per cent.
In Canada, almost one out ‘of every five young men and women
joins the line in the employment office. About 1.2 million
young Italians are vainl¥ looking for the first job in their
lives.

The upward trend of unemployment inevitably leads to waorse
working conditions for those employed for the first time:
mostly, they are offered Sporadic and unskilled short-term,

night-time orgseasonal jobs. Hence the trend towards a longer

® SeewYouth in the 1980s, UNEZSCO, Lausanne, 1981, p. 279.
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period of social instability and uncertainty. Specifically,
unemployment forces many students to accept the firstob they
are offered and even to give up their studies for this reason,

in the hope of completing their education later. Consequently,
plans for "settling down" and starting a familypare also delayed.

With many college and university graduske®, the period
of uncertainty caused by the absence of emplogment becomes
a stage in their social degradation. Forggxample, by mid-1984
one out of every five West German gradudtes from the class
of 1977 remained unemployed. IrfyFrande,“out of every 100
graduates only an average of 30 have.a chance of securing
a job which suits their qualdficagionis. A lengthy period of
enforced idleness is the _Lo%tsof Mmany college and university
graduates in the United gtatediywIn Austria, there were only
200 vacancies for the 1,600 {pegple who graduated from teaching
colleges in 1982. Universitides are called "factories to
produce unemployed graduates'" in Spain, where in 1983, 80
per cent of young people with college or university degrees had
no jobs.

A situation like this is difficult to imagine in a social-
ist country. Thére, planned socio-economic development
guarantees the, young people who graduate from secondary
specialised and"higher educaticn institutions jobs in acecord-
ance with #Helr training and qualifications. For example,
in the eleventh five-year period which ends this year, the

Soviet fndon will have trained some 10 million graduates with
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a higher or secondary education, and upon graduation, virtually
all of them will have been provided with jobs in the appropriate
field. The situation is similar in other socialist countries.
The younger generation is the main source of well-trained
personnel for their national economies. The millions of young
men and women taking their first jobs each year in these
countries are safe from the tragedy of "redundant" people in the
non-gsocialist world.9

This tragedy does not linger merely fox days or weeks but
lagts for months and years. And while, @Ot too long ago, bour-
geolis statistics used the term "protracted unemployment® to
denote a period of at least six months, now it is at least one
year.lo Commenting on the latest QECD report on prospects for
employment published in Septémber)1984, Le Monde of France said

that "in all or in almost, 81 Western countries unemployment

7 Significantly, the idda %hat unemployment is inevitable has
taken such firm root among gowth in capitalist countries that some-
times even the politically™mere advanced young people are hard put
to imagine anything differegzg The following fact was cited at
the October 1984 session.of/National Council of the French Communi-t
Youth Movement. When a group of the Movement's members was meeting
with a Hungarian leader and when he told them that there was no
unemployment in his country, especially among youth, they simply
refused to believg him (see L'Humanit€, October 11, 1984).

10 Accordingto the OECD, in 1983 persons unemployed for more
than a year made'up 13 per cent of the unemployed in North America
and 40 per cent.in Western Europe against the 1979 figures of 4
and 27 per cent respectively.
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11 15 12 oukof the

24 OECD countries (the United States, Japan, the FRG, France,

among youth has become a very big problem".

Great Britain, Italy, Canada, Australia, Finland, Norway, Spain
and Sweden) 10,250,000 young people were looking fom work in
1984 (about 17 per cent of the entire able-bodied population under
25). The malignant tumour of unemployment is spmeading at an
especially fast rate among young people in thé four biggest
West European countries, Great Britain, France, Italy and the
FRG, where the number of unemployed youngsmen and women grew
from 2.4 million in 1979 to four millioA™3dn 1983, and to some
4.5 million in 1984.%°

Tomorrow holds no promiseffor the unemployed there. The
OECD estimates that their 1985,totel "in industrialised capital-
ist countries will grow by, at le@si 500,000 people and will
reach 31.5 million. Young"peofle will, like today, form a
large part of this mass.

And now to the consequences of the social insecurity affect-
ing the younger generationy’in the non-socialist world. Work is
important not only as & source of livelihood. Useful work is
also of great importamce for psychbological health, for youth's
self-awareness as afmintegral and full-fledged part of soeiety.
And when reality Mefeats efforts to secure a future, when
access tc education, skills, jobs, housing and entertainment

is blocked, the innate optimism of youth gives way to profound

R |
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Le Hnnde, October 9, 1984.
The Economist, June 9, 1984, p. 59.
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dissatisfaction, discontent and apathy. A hostile ecahnomic,
social and cultural environment, poverty, no prospeeds for
education, unemployment, poor living conditions and ‘the like--
all this affects young people, pushing the crimepmate upward
and spreading prostitution, drug addiction and _sticide as the
ultimate stage of other forms of escape from{depressing
reality.

Naturally, these phenomena cannot bésfinterpreted as a sign

of despair or socio-political passivity“ef all of today's young

people. Most of them approach ,social Tealities in an active way
and show a clear understanding of the need for social progress,
of the need to fight to secure their rights, ensure progressive

change and strengthen pedfe, and dnternational security.

The ForemOst{ BProblem Facing All

The problems of education, training and employment discussed
above are, like other sdclel and political issues concerning
the position of young People in today's world, also problems of
society in general. ( But they affect the needs and rights of
the younger genera%ion in tﬁe most direct way and to the
greatest degree;(the upsurge in the activity of youth in the

interests
struggle for its Jf is therefore natural. Young people
increasingly, wnderstand that the possibility of improving their
social opportunities is linked inextricably with the need
to removénthe imperialist-induced war threat, +to uphold and
consolidate universal peace as an essential condition of social

progress.



Action against the nuclear war . threat, against thejarms
race which imperialism has launched and is escalating,“against
aggresgive imperialist policy is a major aspect of $he democratic
youth movement. The world:s progressive youth, its national and
international organisations also attach great ifpdrtance to the
various types of action of solidarity with aldh those fighting
against any form of oppression or discriming®éon, for genuine
democratic rights, for national liberatiomigand social emancipa-
tion.

A list enumerating even the\biggést of such initiatives under-
taken in different countries woukd beWtoo long to feature
here. Let us instead mentioftWsomeyof the campaigns launched
by our organisation--the Interna®ional Union of Students (IUS).

In the field of action fof9peace: the "Students for Peace,

Against Nuclear War" campaign. The special session on this
question held in {thgourse ofy the 14th IUS Congress in April
1984 called on students throughout the world to firmly rebuff
the threat of nuclear gnnYhilation, stop those playing with
the future of man andgmigunch a vigorous drive to reduce and

ban nuclear armaments,

In the field ©f solidarity: promotion of various forms of

sypport Ior vhe struggle of nations and students against imperial-
ism, colonialism), neocolonialism, fascism, Zionism, apartheid

and reactiomy “These forms include the sending of international
student medical, construction and educational teams to different
countrigsnto assist in national liberation and social emancipa-

tion, fund-raising campaigns to support progressive national

youth organisations, etc.
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In the field of the struggle for democratisation of educa-

tion, for students! rights: the "Education--a Right et a Privile-

ge" campaign aimed at securing better financing ofme8ucational
establishments, broader access to higher educationy optimum
conditions for the transition from study to woxk,” etc.

These aspects of the progressive student movement.are
fully consonant with the aspirations of demflocratic youth around
the world. They are consonant with the lofty pruposes of disseminat-
ing ideals of peace, solidarity, progress, respect for fundamental
human rights and freedoms, ensuring better educational, working
and living conditions and vigomous involvement of the younger
generation in all aspects of s58cial development.

One might repeat thatWwihe Intérnational Youth Year must
assist in focusing the attentiom of appropriate government agenciez,
regional and international orgdnisations on problems of yowuth.

For this, broad public actien to uphold the rights and interests
of the younger generation must be stepped up. Naturally, young
people themselves canndi, and do not stand aloof from these
efforts. Their polifigal activity isgrowing. - Today, their
motto is anti-imperielist solidarity, peace and friendship. The
12th World Festivedspof Youth and Students, to be held in Moscow
in July and August 1985, will be a substantial contribution by
young people fowthe struggle against the nuclear threat and
against impérdelist attempts on freedom and independence, to the

strengthening of understanding and cooperation.

Miroslav Stepan

President,
International Union of Students




The Reader Wants to Know
THE YCOUNG GENERATION UNDER SCCIALISM:
RIGHTS. OPPORTUNITLES. PROSPECTS

Young people under capitalism are hardest hit by unempleyment,
poverty, and lack of rights, all of which are social-ills erganic
the number of unemployed under the age of 25 in the countries of
the European Economic Community has Incrzssed inilthe 1980s from
2,9 million to 4.4 million, or to 37 per cent/©fall the unemploy-~
ed in the region. Young people in the West im_the 1980s are often
called the "lost" generation living in ever g¥eater apathy, drug
addiction, alcoholism. crime and sexval dlssipation.

This is why young workers--amc%g +theém Volker Spitz (FRG),
Maria Kaliva (Greece) and Fouad Khater (Lebanon)--and other readers
of our journal ask the following cuestions in theilr letters: how
are the rights of young citizems tTo'work and social security real-
ised in the socialist couniries? He¢wedemocratic is the system of
occupational training? They, wan’ Hto know about the opportunities
for the young people’s full employment. about their working and
living conditions, recresation facilities; and spiritual and moral
aspirations under socialism.

Below are some facts and figures on these and similar other
matters.

ACQUIRING AN INDUSTRTIAIL TRADE

Eighty per cent of yocuag men and women in the Soviet
Union go to wofksin production after completing a course at
one of the numerous technical trades schools. The state system
of technicgltrades education is now made up of 7,800 schools,
wlth an enyrolment of 4 million; every year these schools gra=
duate 2.5 million skilled workers i1n more than 1,600 trades.

The mnew edition of the CPSU Programme, which was adopted
by the 27th Congress of ithe Ccmmunist Party of the Soviet
Union, sets the task of graduslly advancing to universal
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techalce. itrades education, along with the secondary educa-
tion; which all young people in the Soviet Union are
given as a right. For that purpose. new technical grades
schools, with at least 810,000 piaces, will be opened in
the period from 1986 to 1490.

In the coursa of the ongoing school reformmin the count-
try, the various tTypes of technical trades sehools are to
be consolidated iato a single type: s2condary technical
trades school (SITS):Afser completing an Sight-year secondary
school course, graduates will gc on to (he8€ STTSs for ane-
other three years of study to completetn®ir general second—
ary education and acquire sn industriai trade. The reform
provides for a gradual increase {(and oY an eventual doubligg)
of the enrolment in the STTSs. Youpg people who have comple-
ted a ten~year secoandery scHeol cHérse-—and so already have
a complete secondary educaticn--awe offered s orne-year course
at the STTSs.

One such school--STTS ACe ZFR=-is located in the city of
Podolsk, not far frcm MosecwWw. Fgows quarter-century it has been
training skilled workers for #HWe Crdzhonikidze Engineering
Works, the city's largest e@erprise, and of its 10,000 workers
more than one~halr sre gredflates of 30TS No. 27.

It now has & studemt body of 200. =and avery year enrols
and graduates some 300%young mer snd women. Roughly two—thirds-

~ ~ 5 2

of them come from w¢zling class families. but there has been s

recent influx of ydwng people from the families of engineers,
economists, docteky. lawyers, teachers and workers in the arts.
When Vadim Kragnctyadtsev. an outstanding secondary school pupil,
decided to efikol at the 37TS after completing his eighth year,

many, including his parents., were surprised, His father is a
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researcher and his mother an engineer at a plani, and bogh
wanted their son to go into science or management, but the young
lad insisted on training as an installer of electromechanical
and radio-technical instruments and systems., It so heppened,
therefore, that in his second year at the STTS, Vadim was a
trainee at the plant, where his mother is an engineer, and also
at the research institute, where his father worls. His parents
were finally convinced that he was doing the'wmight thing.

Young people from the countryside also study at the Podolsk
STTS, although the children of collectivesfarmers and state~farm
workers, as a rule, prefer to enrol at rural trades schools.
Trere are no limitations to education .in the Soviet Union for
reasons of social origin, nationality, party membership or reli-
glous creed, and medical reasons-are the only ones for which
a young person may be barred from entering a chosen field.

Tuition at the STTSs is/free of charge. Those who are enrol-
led at the STTSs after completing the eight-year seconcary school
course (and they are in the majority) receive full maintenance
from the state in the course of the three years. They are pro-
vided with hot meals,.uniforms, hostel accommodation, when re-—
quired, and various-articles for personal hygiene, Textbooks
and study aids, group viewing of films and plays, and excursions
are also free of charge.

Many students are also given grants, either by the state or
the euterprise, in order to encourage the training of workers
in trades that are most shorthanded. The Ordzhonikidze Works,

for instance, offers grants to young people training as lathe
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and milling-machine eperators, fitters, maintenance workers and
electricians, Finally, the students are paid wages for their
work in the STTS workshops while studying and while undergoing
production training at the enterprises. That gives them enough
pocket money to spend.

While the material aspects are fairly important for the
young people, the main thing for them is their urge to master a
good trade and stané on their own two feet as soon as possible,
Scientific and technical progress keeps spinning off more and
more new trades, sek?at their range is continuously renewed and
extended, Young people are, as a'rule, most eager to work in
some high~technology line, and/that also meets the needs of
modern production. Machine operator, for instance, was not too

Podolsk
popular s trade at the / » STTS until recently, but the
situation underwent a change when the Works installed more
numerically controlled machinetools, while the STTS began to
train operators for them,

Both the trades and, the STTSs rank differently for the young
people on the scale of prestige. The Podolsk STTS is among
the best and most popular in the country: last year, there
were 450 applications for its 300 places. There are no entrance
examinations here, and decisions on enrolment are taken on the‘
strength of school certificate marks and personal interviews
with members of the selection committee, which, incidentally,
always includes members of the Works management and representa~
tives of ‘the party organisation and other social bodies. The

overflow of applications is enrolled at other STTSs in Podolsk.
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The city authorities see to it that the necessary number of
places i1s always avallable in the light of the requirementsvof
production and the wishes of the young people.

Let us bear in mind that the young men and wonen opting
for industrial training are simultaneously given a full-fledged
secondary education, as the curricula for general knowledge sub~
Jects and the textbooks are the same as those in conventional
secondary schools. Thus, at the Podolsk STTS,{the future workers
study mathematics, physics, chemistry, social subjects and
the humanities, including the Russian language and literature,
history, aesthetics and a foreign language. In addition to the
school programme, there are special subjects, like the recently
introduced course on "The Fundamentals of Informatics and Com—
puter Techniques", Use is made ofymodern study aids and techni=-
cal facilities, including.television, tape recorders, film pro-
Jectors, and remote~control instruments, wkile the informatics
and computing laboratory is fitted out with a dialogue computer
system and micro-computers.,

Roughly half the study time is devoted to production train-
ing in the STTS workshops and in industry. The atmosphere in the
workshops 1s as similar to that on the shopfloor as it can be,
involving the use of the most modern equipment, such as numerical-
ly controlled machinetools and robots. While learning to master
their trade, the future workers turn out full-value products,
soch as water~heating boilers for small boiler-rooms, which are
in great demand, and even some components for electric~power
plants, There are both moral satisfaction and material rewards

to be had from such work,
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However, the students of the Podolsk ST?S are also pro=
vided with various facilities for recreation, including 4wo
gyms: one for track and field, volleyball, basketball, and
general physical training, and the other for weight-lifting and
gymnastics. A swimming pool and a shooting gallery are housed
in separate buildings. Near the STTS stands a sprawling mansion,
once the seat of a rich landowner family. It has been restoredes
much of it by the young people themselves~-and turned into a Youth
Club, where there are dance, folk song and other groups of ama-
teur dramatics, a showroom of the young people'!s technical
inventions, and hobby groups.

What happens upon graduation? The young people have no
problems in finding jobs, because the, STTS trains personnel for
the Works according to plan, and according to the law its
management provides graduates with jobs according to their trade
and skill grade.

Young men and women who do honest work have the Dbrightest
prospects before them. Consider the case of Nina Ryzhova, who
graduated from the Podolsk STTS fourteen years ago as an electe
ric welder. She displayed an aptitude for her trade and became
a high~class specialist, She was also active in doéing social
work in the Young Communist League organisation, the shop trade
union, and the women's council, and was thrice elected deputy
to the City Soviet, She is now a deputy of éhe USSR Suprene
Soviet, the country's highest legislative body, and is a member
of its Pre;idium. "I shall always remember my school with gra-

titude," she says. "It not only gave me a trade, but also helped
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to decide on my way in life." Her husband was also trained as a
lathe operator at the Podolsk STTS,

Graduates who want to advance in education or to try their
hand at something else can go on to study at higher schools
and technical colleges. That is exactly what about ten per cent
of the Podolsk STTS graduates do. Some of them have become en~
gineers, teachers, army officers, or workers in the arts.

The Podolsk STTS is one of the best in .the country. Not
every school within the technical trades education system is
still run as well as the Podolsk STTS, which sets an example
for the others to follow in developing and improving the train-

ing of working class personnel.

Moscow V. Krestyaninov

journalist

WHAT IS THE BASIS «OF/THE SENSE OF SECURITX?

One popular slogan in the GDR, "Trust and Responsibi-
lity for the Young",; is an expression of the attitude taken
by the state and the ruling party to the rising generation,
But what does this mean in practical terms? Below is en
interview with Andre Karutz, Cand.Sc, (Nat.) and s member

of the youth commission of the SUPG Berlin regional commit~
tee.

Can all young people in the GDR find work?

Indeed, &ll can do so. There is no unemployment in our re-
public, there has never been any unemployment, and there never

will be any. More than three million young men and women between
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the ages of 14 and 25 years now living in the GDR either study

or work. Consider, for instance, what happened in 1985 to those

who were graduated from general knowledge secondary schools:

of the 264,300 young people who completed 10-year and 12-year
courses, 186,800 went on to enrol at technical trades schools,

and 77,500 at higher schools and technical colleges. The state
guarantees to everyone the opportunity to go on studying, to obtain

the necessary skills and then to fill a job.

Is it perhaps possible that the modernisation of production
is artificially slowed down in order to . create additional work-
places?

No, not at all. Modernisation is an important part of our
economic strategy, for it is the main way of raising labour pro-
ductivity. Over the past ten years, 445 million working hours
have been saved at industrial, building and transport enterprises
in the country through the application of soientific and technical
achievements; over the next.five years, this figure is to go up
to 500-600 million working hours, which means that the pace is

to more than double,

That means that the workers are made redundant, What do
they do then?

They take :up other jobs, usually at the same enterprise and
in the same industry, but jobs that are more exciting and with
better working conditions. They are also welcomed in growing
high-technology industries like microelectronics, robots, and

also in the manufacture of consumer goods and provision of ser-
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vices. Modernisation of production last year, for instancé, made
77,000 persons available for other jobs, while 260,000 new work-
places were simultaneously created and modernised. The state cover-
ed all the costs of retraining and raising skills for"%hose who

moved to new jobs.

What is the attitude to this matter on the Part of the
young men and women and their youth organisation, the Union
of Free German Youth?

To say that it is a positive one is fto tell only half the
story. They are eager to promote this proecess to the utmost. Here
are a few facts. Over the past three years, young engineers de-
signed 10,000 industrial robots and helped to install them in
production. Last year, over'‘a,million persons took an active part
in campaigns to review new scientific and technical innovations
put forward by young people. Over the past five years, the
Union's initiatives helped tu 'save material resources worth 10.5
billion marks, and concentrated and coarse feeds for livestock
breeding worth 300 million marks; they also led to a reduction
of 45,000 workplaces.

It is a well-known fact that every other young working
person in industrys ‘one in three in building, and every other in-
dustrial trainee is an innovator. Sixty per cent of the country's
young men and women (and even 72 per cent in Berlin) take part in
campaigns to ‘veview scientific and technical innovations. This
suggests a massive urge among the "young masters of tomorrow" %o
tackle sclentific and technical problems actively and imaginati~

vely, and to help modernise and intensify production.
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How do you explain this enthusiasm?

There is, first of all, a natural urge on the parilef
youth for self-expression in practice, together with their con-
fidence in the future, and their lack of fear of lo@inag their
jobs, their livelihood and social benefits, The working people
are well aware that the SUPG's economic policy amd social policy
constitute an integral whole, so that the better and moreeffi~
ciently everyone works, the greater the state's capacity to appro=-
priate more for further raising their materisl and cultural level.
That is how we intend to solve the housing problem~-as a social
problem~~by the year 1990, when ewvery family, including every
young family or newly married couples, will have an apartment

with all modern conveniences-there.

How does the Union of FreesGerman Youth protect the inter-
ests of the young?

The Union of Free German/Youth has 2.3 million members ir-
respective of their social origin or world outlook. The Union's
potentialities for protecting the interests of the young and
ensuring their democratic participation in all undertakings are
sufficiently ample above all because the Union has the right to
be represented on/gtate bodies: it has its own group of 40 depu~
ties in the Pepple'’s Chamber (the GDR parliament), and has the
right of initiating legislation. Altogether, almost 33,000 young
deputies, thatvis, 16 per cent of the total, have becn elected
to people’s representative bodies of every level. The Union!'s

voice is“heard and heeded in every work collective.
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Annual plans for work with young people are drawn up at
the enterprises, in the cooperatives and offices, and alse on the
scale of towns and villages, listing the concrete mecagures to
be put through., That includes, in part, scientific @and technical
asgignments for young men and women to fulfil; ways of raising
skills, with a precise indication of who is to /e involved and
in what form, what kind of assistance will befavailable, who
will be sent by the enterprise to study at fechnical colleges
and higher schools; assistance to newly~weds, arrangemnents for
recreation are also provided. At least once a year, management
has to give an account of how the plan is being fulfilled. That
is usually done within the framework of "Youth and Athletes
Week", in the course of which conversations and exchanges of
opinion between young people and government leaders and managers
take place all over the GDR.

In other words, one task of the Union is to protect the
interests of the young. Another is to educate them and %o invol-

ve them in active labour activity.

Any concrete examples?

There are 454,000 voluntary youth teams in the country, and
they set an example of conscientious work; more than 4,000 young
researcher collectives are also blazing trails in the key high
technologies, while 48,000 young innovators help to speed up

scientific and technical progress.
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Our capital could not have been brought to its present state
of renewal so fast without the participation of young men and
ywomen. There are now over 20,000 members of the Union from octher

renewal
parts of the country working in Berlin on its / within the
framework of a movement we call "Berlin: The Union's“Pwrime Prcject!¥.
llumerous youth collectives are making a crucial contribution tuv the
electrification of railways, intensifying the productiocn of chemi-
cal fibres, and developing livestock farming. Tens of thousands
of young people obtained the Union's recommendations and put in
excellent work at key economic projects in our country and abroad,

in fraternal socialist and less developed countries, where they

proved to be genuine internationalistsg

Do young members of the SUPG and the Union of Free Gernan
Youth enjoy any social privileges?

No, they do not. No privileges are to be had for being
a member either of our party or of the Union. However, at school
most children eagerly join sthe Young Pioneers organisation, and
ag they grow up they apply for membership in the Union (senior
grade pupils with poor ac¢ademic progress may be denied membership
for educational reasons). Roughly three-guarters of the young
workers are members of the Union, in which membership, as a rule,
continues until the age of 25. When they begin to work, young
men and women jéin a trade union, and the best of them become
nembers of the SUPG. Thus, only in the run-up to the 11%h Coungress
of the SUPGs(April 1986), 107,000 Union members became SUPG candi-

date members on the recommendation of their Union.
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All the social benefits and privileges legislatively enacted
for young peoyle sre available to one and all, regardless of
membership of the SUPG, the Union or any other organisation.

But if anyone feels that his rights have been infringed, he
can, of course, apply either to the management or to_the Union,

which displays!cSncern not only for its own members.

When you mentioned benefits and privilegess; what did ycu
mean?

To describe them gll I would have to give you a digest of
vclume upon volume of laws and decrees. Here are ouly a Ifew
examples. First oftill, there are three types of interest-irce
credit available / newly-weds under the age of 30. Each comes
tc 7,000 marks (in 1985, real incomeé per head of the population
wags 970 marks a month). The first eredit is for buying furniture
for the home; the second is to pay an instalment into a house-
-building cooperative, and the third, for building one's own
home. Sipce 1972, the first ‘ye&r such credits were made available,
their number has totalled;l.l million to a total amount of 6.5
billion marks. The credits are repaid in monthly instalments
over a period of 1l yeers. If children are born in that period,
the young family has @ part or even the whole of its debt
written off. Such cuts now total 1.7 billion marks.

Large funds«are sppropriated for assistance to mother and
child. Fully paid maternity leave is 26 weeks. After a seccnd
child is borm, the mother can opt for a paid leave until the

child is onme year 0ld; in the case of a third and every subseqguent

7
v
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child this leave is extended until the child is 18 months cld.
In all cases, the mother receives a lump sum of 1,000 marks Irom
the government.

Until they enter school, children can stay free ef charge
at day care centres for the entire duration of the workday. The
parents only pay part of the boa8rd costs.

From May 1, 1987, the monthly benefits for _awfirst child
are to go up from 20 to 50 marks, for a second, from 20 tc 1GO,
and for every subsequent child--from 100 toc 150 marks a month.
This will markedly reduce the differential in/the per capital in-
come of families with children as compared with that of childless
families. These economic and social megsures are being backed

up with two billion marks.
What if a young man op4woman/ falls 1117

In the course of the first six weeks, those who are tempo-
rarily unable to work are, as a rule, paid 90 per cent of their
net wages, and from then orn==50 to 90 per cent. Trainees in
production are paid theirEull grants throughout the period i
illness until they are well again.

Disease prevention“and the development of physical training
and sports are an important element of the health protection
system for young people, and relevant provisions have alsc been
written into theWiouth Act, which puts the duty on menagerial
personnel to display concern for creating sound conditions forx
the young pegplet!s study, work and everyday life, and ensuring
steady improvement of protection for their health and labour-

-power.
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And now, yet another question, this time about any negative
pnenomena among youth. Everyone has heard about the wide gpmead
of drug addiction and hard drinking in the West. Are there,ony
such problems in the GDR?

There is no drug addiction as a social phenomenan in the
GDR. Any attempt, however insignificant, to spreadmdrugs is imme-
diately and sternly put down both by the public and by the state
authorities: the police and the customs.

Qur young people have no sense of hopelessness, of being unwant-
ed in the society. The problems of the young are perfecily
natural ones: difficulties with studies or work, problems of the
1ovelorn,‘or desire to be fashionably dressed. But none of that
creates a sense of social uncertainty or leads to the spread of
drug addiction.

As everywhere else, we d0 have young people who are alcoholism~
~prone or inclined to drink more than is good for them, but their
nimbes 16 wery Bich SRrise W Uit tol b iaeRiein it e
tion is of positive and crucigl significance. The problem, as we
see it, does not consist in the existence of an insignificani number
of pathological drinkers, but in that there is a category of
young people who tend/to lose control of themselves after having
had a few drinks, for over one-half of gll the crimes in the
country ere committed in a state of alcoholic intoxicatiocn. Such
people are in full,view of the public, the work collectives and

the state authorities, which help them to stay on the right path.
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FATHERS AND SONS: CONFLICTS OR CONTINUITY?

Like most of their parents, Bulgaria's young people
have grown up under socialism. But as the gociety develops
and one generation succeeds another, people's views and
assessments of social phenomena tend to change. That is a
normal and natural process. What then are the differences
between the two generations under socialism? Professor
Petr-Emil Mitev, director of the Youth Regearch Institute
under the Central Committee of the Dimitzow, Young Communist

League, considers the problem at the request of WMR.

The studies carried out by our institute should provide an
answer to this question: is there more similarity or difference
in the attitudes of the two generations of Bulgarian citizens?
There is clearly evidence of continuity and similarity on the
fundemental problems of our ‘day. (Young people, like their parents,
are unanimous in their urge to live in peace and to fight for it.
They support, in particular, the Bulgarian government'!s proposal
to turn the Balkans into a zone free from nuclear and chemical
weapons, and to reach agreement with our neighbours on environment-
al protection. All the gemerations take a positive view of <he
Bulgarian Communist Party's long-term foreign-policy line of
continued development .of cooperation with the USSR and the other
socialist states, ‘@tronger alliance with the forces of social
progress and national liberation, and maintenance of mutually
advantageous relations with the capitalist countries on the
principle of peaceful coexistence.

When Jd%scomes to internal affairs, both young and old believe

that Bulgaria's future is linked to socialism. They have given full



approval to the strategy of accelerating economic and social de-
velopment, which was worked out by the BCP's 13th Congress, wand
whoge main element is carrying on.}hescientific and techuhical
revolution. The attitudes of the generations are also identical
to the party's efforts to assert the principle of sogdal justice
and to® combat negative phenomena.

However, the generations are not always as ungnimous on
every point: there are some strata of phenomena on which there
is evidence of differences, even if the attitudes are akin.

The sociologist I. Hadjiysky has analysed the Bulgarians'

way of life half a century ago in his book' Our People!s Every-

day Life and Spiritual Tenor, and his conclusion ig that
The
at that time / main aspirations din life of workers and peasants,

including the young, were primarily, determined by this motto:
“ork Hard and Save". On the whole, this motto is still regarded
as being the right one, but, there has been a gradual change in
its content.

Barlier generations mainly regarded work as manual and
monotonous activity not reéquiring any profound knowledge, intel-~
lectual effort or imagination, and when they kept saying that
one has to "work, work and work again®, they had in mind Jjust
that kind of work. Under the scientific and technical revolution,
which puts such a high value on skill, and deep and diverse
tnowledge, young. people now tend to formulate their credo in a
different way and offer mottoes that may not perhaps be all that
exhaustive: "Work is joy and satisfaction", "The individual
agserts himself in the process of work", and "I want to do what

I like".
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Now and again, the second part of their motto in life comes
to something like this: "Life must be enjoyable". As studies have
made it quite evident, the joy implies creative work in otae's
working time, and the pursuit of one's inclinations in{time ol
leisure, with new experience in contacts with onets friends,

a broadening of one's mental horizon, and entertainment.

The opportunities for civilised recreation are now fairly
ample. Cars or motorcycles put one in touch with ‘the country‘'s
scenic beauties, there are sports competitions, films and plays
on television, and modern music on the radie. Household applian-
ces make household chores easier and different. A comparison with
what their parents, to say nothing eof their grandparents, had to
contend with, maekes it clear that leisure nowadays is largely a
new social phenomenon which has becomg a normal element of the
everydey life. And the attitude to leisure tends to differ markede
ly in different age brackets. The older people still seek to gpend
their leisure time in some kind of work, such as work in tThe
home, even if it falls short of being socially useful. The young
usually try to avoid it, and to devote their leisure hours to
cultural or spiritual aé¢tivity, to meeting each other, and
enjoying entertainment.

Can such changes.in the life ethic be regarded as entirely
positive? On the whole, it is a positive and progressive process,
but too steep a,change in the life style and moral consciousnesg
of the young tends to produce contradictory and now and again even

negative sgide~=effects.
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The urge for creative work is, for instance, in itsell quite
admirable, but the society is still unable to provide evexry young
person with work according to his or her preference. Many still
have to do manual and often purely mechanical labour, foxr it is
gtill here with us. For their part, young people whose preferences
do not coincide with the social potentialities tend. itc be disap-
pointed, take a passive attitude or insist: "Give me what I wanv
or make no claims on me at 211." The way out here possibly lies,
on the one hand, in renewing production to the utmost in accordance
with the decisions of the BCP's 13th Congress snd, on %the other,
in educating young people in taking a more realistic attitude
%o life, in understanding the soclal requirements, end in learn-
ing to blend what has to be done with what they want to do.

llow about such a trait of the mational character as thriftv.
It is, certainly, a positive quality, as far as principles go,
but its content has not rémained uhchanged: In the old days,
saving for the bulk of the population meant putting something
eway for a rainy day, for the /yesr of crop failure, for one's
cld age; it meant saving 4o buy a piece of property, to make
one's way in the world, that is, to become a person of some
means. The socialist state has undertaken to provide for pecople
in their old age, while health care and education are available
free of charge. The real incomes of the population have multiplied
over and over again. The polls indicate that the pregeni generae
tion, which knows nothing of want, unemployment or deprivaticn,

most often prefers the good life to a life of thrift.
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That seems to be a change for the better. But here again
one finds that the positive qualities tend to develop intg their
opposites: the release from thrift tends to develop into, extrava=-
zance. What would be desirable is a golden mean, without thrift
being transformed into narrow-mindedness and meanness, or the
large-handed attitude to life into foolh&rdiness, flippancy or a
squandering of material values.

Qur studies covered a fairly wide range of problems, and
they all revealed one common element: there was no steep water-
shed in the similarity and difference of views held by the dif-
ferent generations. Thus, in trying to find out to what extent
people felt themselves to be involved in the system of social
administration of the society, /we asked 5,000 persons of different
ages to answer this question: “do they feel that the solution
of problems in social life ‘and production depends personally on
them? The answer was "yeg" from T72.2 per cent of the young, and
77.7 per cent from the older people on social affairs, and 34.6
and 86.2 per cent, respectively, on production matters.

These figures indicate above all that working people of
every age are quite broadly involved in running a society in wiich
the bourgeois slogan--"Everyone for himself, and the devil Tgke
the hindmost"--has .given way to the socialist slogan: "lian is
regponsible for everything".

The slight @ifference in these answers is due to the fact
that, after gll, the generations have a different place in the
adminigtrative structure: the more experienced find themselves on
the higher rungs. But the difference is not all that great, which

means that our society is run by fairly efficient mechanismg enabw
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ling all the categories of the1§£3e-bodied population to velice
their views and to influence / adoption of administrative
decigions.

Other facts provide similar evidence. Young people (under
the age of 30) mgke up 8.2 per cent of the total numbexr of deputies
in the National Assembly, 24.1 per cent in the regional people!s
councils, 23.4 per cent in the community councils, end 19.7
per cent in the district councils. Young people have alsc been
elected to Bulgaria's State Council, to all other government
bodies and to administrative and executive organs of the people's
councils.

Let us now consider the attitudes of the various generations
to general human phenomena, including ontogenetic ones.l At the
top of the list for all the generations was the birth of one's
first child, and for the elderly, the birth of one's first grand-
child. That was followed by marriage, i.e., the establishien
of s0lid ties by the individual with the life of another. There
appeared to be at, first sight, no differences between ihe genera-
tions, but a closer look show® that the young tend to invest these
events with a somewhat more different meaning than do the older
people.

Young people strive for more harmonious relations beitween

e spouses, and young men and women regard each other as equal
partners seeking to help each other to attain the fullest possible
self-expression. Young families tend to give more attention 1o
bringing up . children with a wider range of interests and general

culture than to their economic security. The child is regarded



22.

as a potential friend, and as the heir of the individualts
spiritual, rather than material, wealth. Things used to beg
gsomewhat different in the past when people defined prioridies
for their children as follows: first, the ethics of behaviocur;
second, matorial welfare; third, education and occupational
training. The young people now range the tasks in @ @ifferent
order; education and occupational training, the @ethics of beha-
viour, the development of general culture and dnterests, and
lastly concern for material security. This change of priorities
has an important message: the greater material security, higher
standards of education, and the young generationt!s active striv-
ing for the individual's all~round. self-expression.

Linked to these factors appears.to be a tendency for parent-
al influence to decline in the young people's choice of way in
life, their greater independence, @nd freedom in moral op¥iong.
Parents do, of course, have the decisive say in a child's enrol-
ment at secondary school, but young people now tend to talke
advice less frequently than before when choosing an occupation;
they take even less advice when deciding to go to a higher school,
and hardly ever, when de¢iding to marry. So the mentor relation-
ship tends to give way,to the dialogue relationship.

In others words, from the moral standpoint, the young genera-
tion is brought up to years in greater freedom. But we must insisi
that the process is not a positive one through and thrcugh. Thus,
the urge for independence may turn out to be disrespect for
others and older people, and release from sexual preconcepiions

~—-abuse of this new "freedom" and licence.
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This makes it important to regularly study the processes
and phenomena occurring in the sphere of ethics, to spot new,

" nascent things that distinguish today's youth, including Feung
workers,from the older generations. The conclusions this analysis
produces should be used in praétical terms to create the working
and living conditions young men gnd women need, to organise their
leisure and recreation rationally, to improve the educational
activities of families; schools, work collectives and civic organi-
sations.

What conclusion doeg all that suggest? I sthink it is that
there is no conflict of generations as such in socialist Bulgaria,
winile the differences are perfectly natural and do not result in
any serious sharpening of relations between them. I believe that
in the long run--as our society is‘perfected--there will be a
growing understanding between peuple of the different gencra-
tions, but the natural comtradictions between the generations
will never quite disappear, as otherwise there would be 1o

pregressive development.

* * *

We hope that the facts and figures taken from 1life under

socialism today willlgive readers who have written tc us a

picture of the actual condition of young people in the socialist

sooietg.
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1 Meaning the milestones in a person!s life: start and
finish of course at secondary and higher school, first job,
first wage, first product of one's own creative effort, membership
in the YCL, receipt of passport, accrual of full civil rights,
army service, first election, first sexual intercourse, marriage,

birth of first child, one!s own first flat, etc.~~Ed.
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The Communists and Youth

NEW APPROACHES OFFER BETTER PROSPECTS

Why have few new people'joined the Swiss Pardy €2
Labour since 19687 What do the party organisatiomstdo Z:1 _xi ..
not to appear to be closed sects of sorts in tH8 =yes oI
the new recruits? These are but two questionsfewt of = Locs
rgisad in the report by the youth commission of the SPL
Central Committee to the 13th Party Congress™(1987). Ths
Swiss Communists' concern for this state 0fyaffairs found
expréssion precisely in the formation of ,the commissiocn,
which was esked to anmalyse the problemSsend mood of th:z
Jounger generation and elso the possibidities for the parsy
tc interect with it and ways of att@ining the goal.

WMR editors asked Anjuske Weil,'a member of the Pclitic:l
Sureau of the SPL CC who heg@8 the youth commission, to
speak about the conclusioftg, drawnvfrom that analysis. Us
also asked Alain Bringolf4) SPL'GC member and a municipal
council leader in the«small ¥0wn of La Chaux-de-Fondsz, &

share with our readers the ‘eoncrete experience of the =
conducted by the local party orgenisation among young poopl .

Ay PUUL

snjuska Weil: We Are ot Enemies, to Say the Least

The influence exercdged by the party is not the sams in

differenv cantons of the Swiss Confederation. The Young Comnunist
League 1s fairly active in the German—-speaking part of tho
country, Geneva snd/the Vaud centon. The tangible differenc: i

——di

political and lgrguage traditions between differant regions slsc
affccts the moodwand behaviour of the young people and their
aftitude to the™Communists.

For example, in the early 1980s there ware clashes betw:on

the right-wihg bourgeois authorities and violently rebellious



yoeusll in Zurich, the country'!s financial centre. Broughi -
decpair by their hopeless attempts to £ind jobs or inexpea W
Qcuging and by the indifference shown by the authoritie Sk
nexds, young pesople Zrom the poorer strata took to thdiew:
AT that time we sought to support their just demakds -0
chargns made against the existing system and univd@@®ly denou-

LIl BN,

ed pclics repression. Without trying to curry faméur wi

i

scught to esteblich the first links of fruitfuld dialogue wiln

I%/hard %o say whether our partners wémpe influenced n -

woy. AT any rate, none of them joined gur pParty. We now mesy

. o)
vericus undertakings, demonstratiens ,internstional solidcw: <t
or against the arbitratiness of %he guthorities, and durinz
acticns. And T feel we are ngi_encwif®, to sav the lesst. Dt
it nncough? Or *ill ws be @ble to accomplish sometl:iis
bigzer?

Cur commission members are of the opinion that people in
viclyr twanties are now more,inclined to be individualistic -
mist. Some young people have espoused neoconservati’e
cenviments and convictidw@®h These people have been ¥Wprogruniicdi:
v male 2 career and W$glsucceed in life as they put it. This
4 lds frue both for those who come from middla—class famili-
and fcr those froyw“dlMe working class femilies.

Loz, howewer, do not confine themsslves to striving afg.
personal succe@E 'and ere not afraid of openly criticising $h-:

e s

Tieving sygbe. Their number is comparatively small. Thor, &



often %tell us that what the Communists suggest is on thec wholz
correct and yet for more than sixty years now.we have begnfunabls
tc translate our suggestions into life. Under the impacTe L

such sentiments young boys and girls often swing to eXxtrTom:
radicelism and eventually join marginal groupings.

We think that both our party itself and its siork with
vouth should be seriously renewed. In our complicated and coniro-
vercial world people rarely come to consistentWpoliticel siruggle
and the mastering of the Marxist world outleok in a streightforwar:
wey. Mora often than not it is through emétional shocks, & scgrcih
for answers to questions besetting),young people and invclvements
in concrete actions by various geeial movements. It seems ¢ mne
that we Communists will have nowreal/rapport with the youth
unless we pay more attention te th@se movements and be mor-
acvive in them.

I mean here the solidarityections with the peoples of
Central America, South Africeg, gnd Palestine suffering from cppros-
sion and imperiaglist aggression and also solidarity with imnmigraar
werikers and political refugees from other countries in Switzor-

end itself. Hetred tow@xrds them kindled by the ruling bourgcoisl
often avokes the oppgsdte recaction among young people rejuciinag
(irrespective of their social status) such a patent and humilict-
ing menifestatiomsof injustice. Problems of war and peacz ond

cnvironmental protection eare now the concern of people of all

2

ages, ospeciadly the younger ones, who readily join the ranks «F

the cntiwah and ecological movements.



This is the reserve, from which we cean end should derive
fresh forces. At the same time, the analysis carried out By
our commission shows that many pclitically active young (JO&7c
and girls working in different initigtive groups and commiti:
arn leocath %o Jjoin any party, and the SPL is no excéption. Liangthy
and patient persuation is called for to convince them thav Thiix
worlk within the party can be useful and effecfive.

Whe then do we find among our new recruits? For the noss

o g
LllUa s

part they sre students and hired 1abourérs, Jegst of &ll
who ara traditionaelly referrad to as the,Working class. Quite a fowW
come from mixed families, with one parentybeing a foreigaer,
or from immigrant workefs' familiési Manyy of them are full cf
enthusiasm characteristic of their age and fresh ideas on problons,
such as, for eXample, the efféet offwscientific and technological
progress on social life.

W2 deem it a task offparaméunt importance to promocic th-
inflow of young people to the party. The Young Communist League
18 of help in this: its actdmists find it easier to find 2
commecnl language with theim age-mates for they know better youth
prcoblems and feel what férms of work can attract people. ind
5%1ll we are in no hurryto invite these activists to join oux
rgnks. They are of greater use to our common cause as membors
of the Young Communist League. Young people willingly tak: part
in preparing and“gonducting annual festivals of the party prass
and in supporting the Communists in solidaerity committecs and

iwar movements.

1l
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In the cantons and regions with practically no Young Cou-
munists new recruits to the party primarily come from vargpus
treditionel and unconventional social movements. Those mhe show
concarnn for the development of our society, for the situa;i,n
and the needs of the people get to know the programmatic goals
of cur party, its analysis of the situation and activiﬁy and
take part in individual actions. Some of them, though not nany,

join %tho party ranks afterwards.

Algin Bringolf: New Trend in Membership

e can hardly say that the La Chaux~de-Fonds pariy organisa-

ticn nakeSaeny special efforts to attract young people. For

o

about o dacade now we have beesi Trying to pursue the peclic
utmost openness and broasd coép@ratiem with other forces not
necegsarily sharing our viéws. It should be said that the young
people positively prefer this poligy.

To my mind, they are reluctant to join the Communists for
several reasons. To begin with, they refrein from joining any
crganisation whatsoever,f@gpecially the SPL which maintains
friendly relations with ofther communist parties; including those
in the soclglist countries, whers until quite recently the sltua-
tilcn was far from perfect; Our banner does not always s2em atirac
tive.

This is nQ™No say; however, that we are going to furl it.

Par from it: wabhave openly stated and continue stating our aim:

[
and what weldight for. But in our contacts with people we Sry tc

aveid abs@iract theorising and doctringire lecturing. We discuss



concrete problems of concern to the people, including the
rcung people. Needless to say, thls is casier done on = negic

level than on the national one.

—
-...L\__.

Using this advantage, the Communists of our party @rgonioo-

tion engage in active dialogue with all those disposed to it
Wo do not impose on them our precepts or solutions but lock
°x thom together with our interlocutors who egresd with

us i1f only in one thing, namely, that capitaligm¥cffers nc =r

prospacts to the paople. Those who cooperate’ with the SPL r

the ;mn:potence of money, especially manifest in Switze

C:ﬂl

rland

An anticapitalist understanding is, already,something, from which

we proczed to discuss how to act ‘and what” ways and means of

struggle to choose.

In our anaglytical and poldtica¥zwork we try to show clac

the interdependence of different preblems and to explain th:

T Ly

integral concept of social progress. This enables us to commact

logically all sorts of local and temporal problems with the

social system itself, that{is, with capitalism and its imma

=

QVii8.

Howzaver, it is our _peofound conviction that this analysi

should bz carried outgonly through dialogue and an exchange
~ideas. Young people,willing to engage in a discussion hatco
6o have absolute truths thrust upon them, even if these oz
putable for us., IT%,is highly important to let everybody spen

up, 1o hear the arguments of our partners and to compare the

with curs, before arriving at conclusions.

2

indig~-
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L



7.

I recall a young men telling our party section meeting nct

4

so long ago why he was with us. Searching for enswers to

problems besetting him, he turned to various forces frof ‘hc
(Trotskyists)

Revolutionary Marxist League/to the ccologists. It wag only
amcngz the Communists that he found genuine understanding and

—_—

fol%t that he could say what he wanted without coming up agoingt

9

birnged attitude, thaet those people wanted to dT¥sten to him
and tc look for solutions together with him.

Such an approach to youth proved fruitful. But it primerily
attracted stuients who, spart from party gedivities and meestings,
hed a rich intellectual and cultumgl lifeeof their own. Uni_rtuna-
tely, the situstion among the wozxkers 18 not so promising. WLy
807

FPor far too 1long we have beszn ¥elling the peopie that the
problems of their working emditdens and wages would be at lceast
pertially resolved as sooﬁ as (fhey gave support to the par.y
and voted for it during electiens. Today, we see that w: warc
wrong. The party can only, give correct guidelines of struggle
tc be waged by the workers %themselves in close contact with othcr
socinl forces rather than single-handed.

Tc a certain exftemt, the working class movement in Switzer-
land has been disoriented. For years on end its only objective
was to get as mueh as possible from the industrial boom, which
tcok place in gearly all West European countries in the post-
war periocd. A%, he seme time it failed to cohsider the problens

of participating in production management and sharing the razspo:

[

sibility for the state of the economy. We are pondering over



thege problems today, eager to gnalyse them in depth snd to w

cut wider approaches. It should be s2id that our efforts Ar

=vcking response primarily among young people who are n@é disillu-

sicned with the bitter experience of the past, which had pushcd

many older people out of the political meginstream.

As far as I can judge, this readiness to condue¢t an cpen

end unbiased dialogue will help the Communists towovercome gra-

dually the painful process of aging, which hasgy,struck som: Uzsit

Eurcpean communist parties, including the SPL.WIn the past few

g the situation in our town has virtuall¥ besn reverszd.

The new recruits to the La Chaux-dg-Fondé)\party organisation cr:

almosgt exlusively young people and thodeéPin the 30 to 35 age

group, while the people advanced in age, are in smaller numbecrs.
four years ago, it'took us)greaty efforts to make up ocur

lists for communal or natiomal elections, whereas at the very

first meeting which discué&se@ the ‘problem this year twent:

people expresssd readiness to be on the SPL list, the overwhelm-

ing majority of them being §Bimng Communists. We now face an enti-

rely different task, that#of seaing to it that the vetarans

do not find themselves forgotten. As a matter of fact, the

age prceblem is no longer a heedgche for our party organisaticn.
Today, we do noet seek to enlist new party members at =211

cosis. It is more @mportant, from our point of view, to dircct

the young people™s energy to progressive and socially usoful undec:

tokings. Let them engage in concrete actions and campaigns

tcgethe T wibthyUs or in parallel. Time will show whether theay

eventually/join our ranks or not. Young people are aware of such

an informsl approach and appreciate it.



T,at me cite some of their actions here. The townsfclk

ske an active part ih different demonstrations agaeinst Xghcphobl
and in support of the rights of immigrant workers, of @lom thoer:
are nany in La Chaux-de-Fonds, The people, esbecially young

oneg, keznly responded to injustice suffered by the bank personne.
forced by the administration to work at night wighout correspond-
ing remuneration. A mass demonstration of proftestsy was held in
their support. Young boys and girls eagerly take up environmental
protection problems. Even though the ecologlsts are active in the
town, they nevertheless often turn to us sBhey apparently find

it reasonable that the Communistsqdo not eonfine themselvos

to calls to safeguard, say, thegforeste but put the problem i
the context of the vital interesgsts ofWthe working people and the
entire population.

Young political actiwists Zearn much about the SPL through
mutual efforts in these and ofher directions, getting ftc lmow
Communists in person. We inyite our new friends to our party
iectings. They come, listenysnd draw conclusions. Some nevor
ccme beck again, while gfthers return sgain and again, takce part
in ocur actions and ingthe long run become close to the party
and even join its rdoks.

3ut this spomtaneous inflow of new members in hardly rzligb.
withcut systematie education, first end foremost, in the form of
prcblem discusgions. We seek to avoid the notorious "stiffncssi,
which, regreftably, is still characteristic of some of our pariy

funciionaries and may scars away the young people for a long tinc

o
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if not forever.Tt seems thgt wa have managed to avoid it ig..

La Chaux-de-Fonds, which, I believe, has slso contribut

&

%o the chenge for the better.

&~
&
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News and Views

YOUTH AND SOCIETY TODAY

Valentin Falin Addresses
International Discussion Club on Youth Issues
Moscow, July 1988
Shorthand report (abridged)

Youth issues have become, or promise to become, the most
involved in many countries, especially the Third World with
its baby boom. The average age of the Indian population, for
instance, keeps well below 30. As more and more people inhabit
this world, they face ever more problems, and get more
flustered with them day in, day out.

Ourro}d experience of Work withAthe young generation no
longer works toda&. At best, it helps us to avoid some
mistékes——but it offers few or no positive solutions, with the
problems being of an entirely different nature. What we want
here is a new approach.

To find that approach is one of the most difficult tasks.
The present-day community addresses its younger members only
in a predicament. Too often, we ignored the youth altogether.
We dié;7£ help the young generation when we didn’t need its
support, its fresh, dynamic enthusiasm.

" That might.well be because for too long, those who stood
at the helm were not very young, to put it mildly, and }ackgd
vision. There: was a telling joke current at the time: young
people are never entrusted with important business because
oldsters are afraid the young will cope with it.

- The Soviet Communist Party had its natioqgl conference
last June. It approved the idea to draw a Youth Act, which
would regulate the relations of our community as a whole with
its young members.

Many Soviet young people have aberrated views due to the
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peaceful, goodneighbourly spirit, the world will never see
another war. -

- The perestroika concept took initial shape in Aprildl 1985.
The 27th CPSU Congress further developed it in 1986, andthe
subsequent plenary meetings of the CPSU Central Committee took
up the task. Now, the 19th Party Conference has just finished.
As all those events took place, the Communist Party leadership
always kept in mind that the Party policy was meant mainly for
the young, that they will enjoy most of its fruits. So the
voung work for themselves, in the first place{, when they do
their bit for perestroika.

Spectacular change will not come today or tomorrow. We
have to wait for five or seven, maybe ten years. But we
already feel trends for improvement. They will convince each
and every one by the mere fact they are here, to quote Lenin.
When such trends grow visible e&ough, we won’t have to dg\so
much talking and persqading as now. 7

To elaborate new thinking is,the intellectual part of the

perestroika effort. New thinking means revolutionary

environment, nationalities policy, interstate relations, and
so on, and so forth.

Not all are willing £o recognise that such reappraisals
are vital today. The West is especially sceptical about it.
But it takes more than omne country, or group of countries, to
restructure global poliifical, economic and national relations.
They will be truly updated when the whole world joins hands in
the effort. Young peeple must be in its wvanguard.

We have to say in this connection that the young are
responsible for the future, for succession in the cause of
past and present generations. There is a major predipament
here: the paths that lead to the future are yet ug;rodden, and
the ways of the past no longer suit us. Young people want to
blaze their own trail. At least, they do here, in the Soviet
Union. The future alone can tell whether their trail will be

the right way. At any rate, theirs is a praiseworthy quest.
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pose than to answer. To answer them is all the harder since
sc{éntists estimate 70 pér cent of all human decisions as
wrong. But we can’t afford any more blunders. Our social
syvatems have already made too many.

So we have to be wise. And we can become wise only when
we pool our intellectual potentials to think at all problems
toééther. The opposites do not eliminate each other: they

complement each other, said Niels Bohr, a wise man if there

ever was one.

And something else. It isn’t all that difficult to make
leading officials replaceablé. Tgé reneﬁt Party conference
appointed ten years as the longest term of office. It isn’t
difficult to open the way to rtuling poéts for young people,
either. Tt's far more of a challenge to make young people
follow a constructive ideal. That’s a really formidable task,
and demands true expertise, because young people take things
tongue-in-cheek, especially where ‘older generations’
initiatives are concerned. Young peép]e first say a flat "no",
and only then consider all pros and cons. They see all things
as clouds, and only later discern the silver lining.

In the SoQiet commdnity, older and yoﬁnger generations
share the awareness of their responsibility to the time we
live in. Time can be man’'s friend and foe alike. Time doesn’t
know how to keep neutrai when we waste it. it leaves us never
to return. 7

But back to constructive ideals able to arouse young
people’s enthusiasm. Perestroika is just such an ideal. As
programme of action; accompanied by actual Qemocratic reform,
peresfroika giveé our young generation a chénce comparable to
the one the young generation of the 1910s and 20s received
with the October Revolution. I hope our young people will use

their present chance to the utmost.

(APN, July 27. In full.)
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The Communists an@eYouti

RESTORING TRUST

Angel Negri

CC and National Propaganda Commission member,
Communist Party of Argentina (PCA)

The future of every nation depends on.the’road the young people
take, In Argentina young boys and girlg from 15 to 24 constitute
an important productive and intellectudl force: the country, inha-
bited by about 30 million, hag 4.5 Willion young people, of whom
1,180,000 are hired workers.and over 2,300,000 are students of

secondary and higher educationad gstablishments. They are the more

dynamic participants in socidl and anti-imperialist battles. Tnoe

younger generation, as a rule, tends to be willing selflessly to
take up arms and to be impatient, which accounts for every party's
attempts to win it over te its side,

The present-day podit¥ical process in Argentina is developing
in the new circumst@nces and yet bears the heavy burden of the
paste.

To this day .the popular forces are in a state of disillusion~-
ment after the Y76 defeat, which resulted in the establishment
of the milisary dictatorship. That happened against the backdrodp,
of the meunting mass anti-imperialist movement the most signifi

cant inf{this century. It was precisely the young people who * //f

|

were then in the front ranks of the fighters for democracy and
o
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socialism. Nevertheless a fascist-military coup took place, for
several reasons, the main one being the lack of unity @f faction
by revolutionary and anti-imperialist forces.

Upon assuming power, the dictatorship dealt cruel blows at
all its potential opponents, first and foremost, sthe younger
generation, taking a toll of thousands missing, murdered and
torturedl and thousands upon thousands becoming sceptical about
being able to carry through positive changes in Arzentinian so-
ciety. Dictatorship had sown despondency and decadence among a
considerable section of the young people, But new champions came
to replace those disillusioned, killed ,or missing under repres-
sion.

Young boys and girls who entgred political life already in the
years of the dictatorship différfrom the earlier generations DY
their desire to analyse today's problems in depth and critically
and by their revolutionary enthusiasm. Their self-expression was
often manifested in forms ‘of opposition that differed from those
of the past. Their songs, folk and even folk rock music were full
of social protest. Ve are today to make use of the potential of
that section of the young people, too, involving them in social
and political struggles.

How well the Communists will be able to cope with this task
largely deperdsvon the -make-up of our party, the correctness of
its chosen.course and on whether its ideas and slogans attract
7oung Argentinians who feel the
Jressure ©f the crisis experienced by the country.

Toda¥mthe Communist Party of Argentina is analysing the past

in the spirit of criticism and self-criticism, as has been ref-
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lected in the work of its latest, 16th Congress (llovember 1986),
The party charted out ways of attaining national libeération and
the victory of socialism, raised anew the problem &f “power, tying
it to the idea of the effectiveness of the vanguard. After all,
it is an open secret that in the preceding period the Communists
were not firm enough on the issue of uniting.,the popular masses.
Calling for a "broad unity", we for the mogt,part preferred al-
liances with bourgeois political groupings, ignoring the role of
other left-wing organisations.

That lowered to a certain exitent thewtrust in the Communists,
among a considerable section of the‘younger generation too. llany
young boys and girls said af, that period that they saw no diffe-
rence between the policy pursued by bourgeois organisations and
that of our party. It should be admitted that their conclusions

were not groundless., And today nothing is more important uo us

than to restore the trust, of the young people and all the Argen-

tinians in the Communidts’and other left-wing forces within the

broad liberation front,

The future of the.liberation process in this country depends on
the working classgrthe rest of the working people and on the
strengthening of left, revolutionary tendencies among the Pero-
nists, the radicals, the supporters of the Partido Intransigente
(Irreconcilabidity Party) and other political organisations. Con-
ditions are taking shape for forming a national and social eman-
cipatioAi®front involving broad popular, anti-imperialist and de-

mocratde forces. The struggle for economic demands is also on thes
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ﬁpswing. It takes different forms--strikes, marches, demonstra-
Tlons and the takeover of plants. On the basis of th&i* own poli-
tical experience the masses are becoming aware ofathle need Tfor
Joint actions. The people, and especially the ydumger generation,
are becoming increasingly convinced of the effeetiveness of the
road proposed by the left. Young boys and gixl® are coming to the
fore of the social struggle, first and foremost of the working
class movement, producing new dynamic leaders.

That is why we are paying gpecial atféntion to young workers.

They are called upon to play agsignifieant role in efforts to pro-
mote class unity and in stimulating party activity among the in-
dustrial workers and those_employed in the services and trade.
Young boys and girls are'playing ‘@ greater part in social move-
ments and mass organisafions, Win interest groups and residential
SEBEayt Loy paknuct. ta gretRdagRiappeliine of the gosall, Naay.of

Ve have no doubt that ewentually the slogan "Liberation and
Socialism" will win to 4t® side the youth movement as a whole and
above all the young workers., In this way we will be able to over-
come the negative experience of the past and mistrust of the party.
We believe that we¥will be able to cope with this task effectively
only vhen we get @fclear idea of the young people's interests and
demands and g¥ar® working to promote their concrete aims linking
this with thesmational and social liberation movement,

What dof tHe young workers show concern for today? In the eco-
nomic fiedd, the government, representing the interests of depen-

dent capitaliem, proclaimed the course towards the '"modernisation"



of the system, adjustment to the intermational divisien 6f labour,
privatisation of state enterprises and granting priwideges to big
local and foreign capital., The ruling elite continue paying inte-
rest on thé country's immoral and unlawful extermal debt, All this
leads to growing unemployment. The number of jobDless reaches l.5
million, with the problem being especially dcube among the young
people, who are often unable to find theixd first jobs. The young-
er generation is especially hard hit by @#he sharply falling liv-
ing standards among the working people.\diack of housging is ano-
ther acute problem, Young boys_ amnd gi¥ls take an active parv in
seizing vacant lands in the zof@€ of Greater Buenos Aires, build-
ing temporary dwellings therevandorganising self-defence agalnst
the encroachments by thesmutkorities,

The students and thelintelliFentsia form a dynamic section of

Argentina's youth movement.’ Students' centres, regional federations
and the national universif%y/federation itself are active in the
political struggle, opposSing on an ever expanding scale concilia-
tory and rightist atiiiudes. Students are working to bring the
educational process{closer to the needs of the country's develop-
ment, to democratige the secondary and higher education system
and o take an Aétive part in university and vocational school
gelf-managementyso as to make them serve national and social

liberation. (Uaitary tendences are fairly strong in this milieu.

The Broadd Students' Front named after Santiago Pampillion, a stu-

dent who.fell victim to General Ongania's tyranny in 1966, has
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left its mark through the joint efforts of the Communists, and
other democratic circles within it. |

A grave situation exists in Argentina's farming world. The
merger of part of the landowners with the big bourgeoisie, local
and foreign monopolies resulted in the further stratification of
the peasentry and the growth of the stratum of peasants with
little land, who have practically lost all chances of earning
their living. Young peasants have already abandoned hope of re-
taining their plots of land, Marginalisatdon lies in gtore Tor
them in towns. Under the circumstances werbitterly admit that

work in the countryside is the wWeakesd point in the activity of

both the Younz Communist Federation (¥CF) and the party. It is

important for the Communistgito identify with the concerns of
farm workers, to set forth 'concrete tasks of struggle and to help
them regain hope, The CommunigtyParty of Argentina believes that
land should primarily be givem to the poorest peasants, including
the young ones. This is one of the points of the agrarian reform
proposed by the party with the major aim of putting the country's
agriculture on a coopgrative basis.

One the whole themyoung people vigorously respond to social
injustice. That iglwhy they are broadly involved in upholding

human rights. Young boys and girls support the demands made by

the Plaza de layo Mothers, the organisation uniting the mothers
of those whol a¥e missing (numbering more than 20,000). Young
people arefgiving them all sorts of help. No undertaking of fthis

organisation, as well as of the Human Rights League or Argentina's
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Iluman Rights Agsembly takes place without the participatiom,of
young people with most diverse political and social backgreunds.
Efforts are being stepped up to ensure the releése of gaglitical
prisoners kept behind the bars since the time of the ‘dictatorship
and also of the victims of the present government g,Young Comau-
nigsts actively oppose attempts to clear the mili%axy guilty of
repressions of the responsibility for the crimes they perpetrated.
Foreign debt and growing dependence are another problem con-
cernin

{n]

the ycunger generation. The sense @@fjnational dignity and
naisional self-awareness are deeply rooted din its midst., At thelr
age young people feel most acutely the“dimjustice of the situa-
tion in which Argentina, a ricH'@ountry with a hard-working popu-
lation, is becoming with every‘passing day more and more depen-
dent on international banks, a8 alresult of the Alfonsin govern-

ment's blind obeyance to/the IMF diktat. That is why the youny

pecple actively support the Communist demand to refuse _paying

interest on foreign debt and.the debt itself, aware that thig

would make it possible te ¥esolve many economic and social

problems.
Young Argentiniang empathise with the troubles of other nations.

Tor ascven years now supporters of the Young Communis® F'ederation

have repularly béen/forming units for coffee beans harvesting in

Nicaragua, whidh Have become a tradition and a brilliant school

of internation®¥ist education. Special mention should be made of

4%

U

the fact tHat in January 1988 volunteer units were formed, this

time o répresentatives of various youth organisations,
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rather than of those of the Young Communist Federation alene. It
was called The Malvinas to Argentina and Agustin Tosco (hamned
after a major trade union leader who died in 1975) United Briga-
des.

Together with the entire nation young people come out in fa-
vour of restoring Argentina's national sovereighty over the lMal-
vinas Islands within the framework of generalsactions to turn the
South Atlantic into a demilitarised nuclear-firee zone, Waging
peace also means for our young boys and giwls organising campaigns
of solidarity with the peoples of Central America, Chile and Para-
guay languishing under the yoke of blood¥ dictatorships and also
protest actions against pressure.by the US and its interference
in regional affairs.

Internationalism, readine&s to,réspond to appeals for help
from fraternal peoples, an@- thewsense of national gself-conscious-
ness displayed by the young people make the Communists confident
that the younger generation of Argentina will fight for democracy
and genuine national and Sgeial liberation with even greater suc-

cesse.
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1 According to the official data of the Ministry of Intermal
Affairs, people from 16 to 30 predominate in the list of,victims
of the 1973-1983 military regimes and account for nearly, 70 per

cent of the total numbexn--Ed.
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ACTING VIGOROUSLY TODAY

Miroslav Stepan

President,
International Union of Students (1US)

In the second half of the 20th century, there has been a
merked growth of interest in the role and placeof higher educa-
tion in %he life of the society. This is due to the rapid
development of scien%ggwﬁgg%ng%gég’the acite problem of pufting
their advences to use. On the ong handg the revolution in the
gphere of production has created unhed¥d=of prospects for
improving the people's material 1ifénend enriching their spi-
ritual life. On the other hafid, seientific and technical
_progress placed at the service of ‘monopoly capital and imperialism
led to more intense exploitation; aggravatéd the social ills
and, what is more, has pushed civilissetion itself to the very
brink of destruction., To @vert the self-destruction of the
humar race is a task of struly historic importance.

Young peopie have an importanit place in the siruggle to
aver: a thermonuclear €ateclysm and ensure lasiing peace. Those
who sre now in the lecture~halls will live and work in the coming
century. Their ereativity will flower and their minds mature
at he beginning,of the 2lst century. But for that which will
1érgely determine on whose side todey's students will be in
the confrofitetion between labour end capital, a contest on whose

foundation
outcome she very future of this planet of ours depends,/ LareB
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being leid just now. Thet is why it is so important to fry
to examine how the current sccio-political processes are ref-
jected in the minds of students and what is the response %o
these processes on the part of the International Uniom of
Students (IUS), one of their most active and massive organi-
satlons.

-The voices of students have long been heard in the social
arena., However, they have not always rung $n unison., The
power-lines of political confrontation freguently tend %o
group students at opposite poles, Studémbs will be found not
only in the ranks of fighters ageinst{eXploitation and preda-
tory wars, but also, regrettebly, among those who advocate
an unjust order. PoliticeldimexperfPence frequently carries
students into diverse ultra-leftist and ultra-rightist outfits.

Still, every stagegint hif%orical development has its
meii trend, and it can be b#daught out through a thorough
analysis of the student bedy as a special socio-demographic
group: its numericel melé-up, age and sex structure, sociel
origin, social statusg_and stvege of socialisation. These para-
metcrs must naturaliy be scrutinised together, againsi the
background and in(#He contoxt of the social system of a given

country or & greup of countries.l

1 This @eticle considers the social porirait of students
in the capfitalist world. In discussing the problems in the
pr:cticaipaetivity of student organisations, there is also a
deccription of their specific features in the socialist states,
which are predétermined by the fact that there is no system of
exploitation or antagonistic classes in these countries.
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At the present stage, the social portrait of studenis is
determined by the fact that the acute demend for skillgd
specialists gencrated by the scientific and technological
revolution has led to an accelerated development ofQhigher
education. IFrom 1965 to 1977, the student body has more than
doubled, from 19.5 million %o 42,0 million., In{ithe capitalisti
world, this quantitative change has led to a gqualitative change
in the structure of the student body. Thexé“'has becn a growth
in the stratum of those coming both from ghe petiy bourgeolsie
and from the midst of the workers, farmé¥sr and artisans.z This
has gradually eroded the caste character of bourgeois higher
education, which is becoming sOegially multi-layered and is
ceasing to be a male privilege.3

The deepening politigcal differentiation'of students is
a direct outcome of thege changes. At the seme time, the young

people's common pursuits, togeébher with their territorial

2 prom 1957 to 1976 £F€cording to UNESCO the number of
male students coming fuem the “"professional class” in Britain
(a category in which UNESCO includes skilled workers, artisans,
engineers, employees(8@nd other #middle sirata” of the gainfully
employed populatiom),went up from 25.7 to 57.5 per cent, and
fror non-skilled worker families, from 0.6 to 1.4 per ceni.

For female students, the figures for the former category were,
respectively, 949%and 38 per cent., In 1957, no female siudents
camc from non~skilled worker families, gnd in 1976 the figure
came to 0.8 per cent (see Higher Education in Europe. Published
by the Burepean Centre for Higher Education (CEPES) of UNESCO,
July-September 1981, Vol., VI, No. 3, p. 54).

B Inv1977, women made up 42 per cent of the total number
of higher-school students.
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concentration, produce a manifest community of interestsy

which is expressed, in particular, in the emergence of purely
student organigations: political, cultural, educationgl,
athletic, etc.

That does not, of course, suggest that higher-schobl
gtudents have some “gupra-class® position. Theif political
orientation is hardly ever sheped spontaneouslky. But because
of ithe mentality of their age and the ongoing process of
socialisation, students tend to express their political sym-
pathies and entipathies much more emphatically thean do full=-
fledged intellectuals. As Lenin once gtressed, students axrc
“he most responsive section of the intelligentsia.

It is importani to bedr 8ll ¥his in - mind because attempts
have been made to hyperbdkise dhe role of siudents in history.
The Italian Professor Gisnni Statera, for instance, insistis
thet'a Bosnian student triggered off the TFirst World War'.

He =lso asserts that in the pre-Bismarckian period,
Burschenschaft, @ stﬁdent union, had "influenced the gocial
and political life ofsthe German states", Finally, the
Ttalian Risorgimento (the national movement for the country's
unification and Ifberation from the foreign yoke) was fostered,

he says, by sitndents and young in‘cellectuals.5

4 seenViI. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 7, P. 45

2 @ianni Statera, Death of & Utopia. The Development and
Decligenof Student Movements in Burope, Hew York, 1975, p. 45.
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There is 1o gcientific cround &% 211 for such agsertionse.

% ’

It is the working class that is the motive force of moderm
history, and it ijs the contacts and interaction with th§@ro-
letariat eand 14s political organisations thet makes youth pro-
test more effoetive and helps to develop that healthy democ-
retic instincy which is so_characﬁeristic of the young gene-
ration.

Having gaid that, one must not ignore tiel social insta-
bility end vagueness of the ideological and ‘political stand
taken by soue gtudents, which produce uli fnelination for
extremist golutions. Those sare she wefknesses on which the
jdeologists of capitalisn rely,in thE&3r efforts to get the
educated young person of our.déy away from the class struggle
and, wherever possible, tolfgcraitynin or her for thelr own
political regerve.

Thus, in the spring of42983, & section of the French
students incited by reacidonary circles took part in demon-
gstrations against & reform of the higher cducation systeil.
Hoviever, it is the view of progressive public opinion that the
proposed measures were designed to ensurc social justice, democ-
racy, a8 higher 1dvel of professional training and scientific
research at the universities to meet the requirements of the
country as a2 whole. That 1s why there is good ground to say
that those bGeonstrations were effectively an attempt to con-
vert the gtndents into a tocl for destabilising the left-wing

governmsnt coalition.6

o

6 Let us note +that the right-wing forces managed to secure
guppor’ in only 30 of the country's 69 universities, and thav
the demonstrations involved just over one pexr cent of the stu-
dents (sce Egternation§£w§erald rribune, Mey 25, 1983).
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The other, and equally dangerous gide of the coin is the
nde-politicisation” and "de-ideologisation® of studenisgswhich
entail attempts to lead the young asiray from acute se@€ial
and ideological problems in the capitalist soclety gnd to damp
down their protests asgainst the existing order. Whehever their
indignation cannot be contained or toned down, anleffort is
made to blame it on the “generation conflicti, W Everything is
being done to strip the young peopla's protests of their anti-
imperialist aspects, to isolatie the students Trom the ongoing
political struggle and to direct their efforts for the attain-
ment of purely cultural or syndicalisi goals.,

Playing up the young people's Iove of freedom and "re-
bellious spirit”, bourgeoisddeoclogists seek to push them into
“gutonomous” action, so sendingesihem along a channel which
poscs no danger 1o the pulinggesscles. In the process, the
stulents are frequently depicked as a separate class, which
is oven more ‘revolutionaxyy’y than the proletariat.

The idea of a "studamt revolution" has nothing in common
with the young generatioﬁ's true interests, which are closely
bound up with the spruggle of all the working people for the

ight to life, to@Werk, and for social and economic justice.
Those who talk agbout a “student revolution® want to keep the
stidents divided, to confuse young minds and delibverately to
send them into action that is docmed to defeadt, isolating them
from the progressive movements and frequently also compromising

thom inahe eyes of broad public circles as a whole.
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Let us recall, for instence, the stormy developments
which occurred from 1968 to 1971 in the universities offphe
United States, I'rance, the PRG, Italy, Jepan and othem
developed capitalisv countries. They showed how danZerous it
is for the student movement to fall under the influence of
left extremistis (anarchists, Trotskyltes, etc. ) EThat 1s
when there was a spread In popularity smong Yyoumg people of
ideologists like Hexrbert I»’I'f:rcuse,7 whose pukpose is to range
youth action against the siruggle of the working cless and
all the other working people.

One should reckon with the4fact L 08 course, that the
ngiudent riots” of that periodmaid net spring from a vacuull.
They were an objective effedt of 4he further sharpening of
the social contradictiong inm the dapitalist world. A large
mess of studenis feel tphaweffeeus of inflation and the cuts in
appropriations for social needs for the seke of further mili-
terisation, Indeed, manyRg#® them are faced with the prospect
of unemployment while gt®1l in the lecture halls.

In the capitaligt countries, students arec increasingly
eawere that the intefgentsia, of which they are to become &

part, is ceasing £§/Mbe a privileged stratum in the society,

T An American philosopher of German origin, who claimed
that the reveduiionary role of the working class had passed
tc +he radicdl strota of The students snd the intelligentisia,
to "outsiders" (the lumpen, the persecuted national minorities,
c5Ce ) y0a conception which largely determined the ideology of
the lef¥ extremists in the capitalist countries.
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that it is being subjected to the same kind of exploitation
as the working class, and thay is what carries it closer &g
the latter., A sizablec part of it merges with the workipgGelass
and takes a progressive stand. Spreading knowledge of the
conditions in which students live and study in the soclalist
countries graduclly gives them an awareness that the absence
of antagonistic classes and the system of exploitabion helps
to assert the actual equality of all the membeg®g 'of the
society, gives free access 10 nigher educationvand provides
real guarantees that the acquired knowledg@scan be applied in
practice. '

I+ is natural, of course, that thelgwarencss of the
interconnection between capitalist exploitation and the arms
racc, on the one hand, and the defe€ts of the system of higher
education, dwindling scholarship/ funds, etc., on the other,
does not davm on the student nasgs overnight. But as this
process advances, the conserta¥®ive and reactionary forces find
it ever harder to distract“yg@ung men and women from parti-
cipation in public life 4n end outside the higher schools
and to give them the wrong bearings.

A1l of this explains why it is S0 important to help the
young overcome the effects cf the demegogic flirtation of
bourgeois ideologisgts and politologists with the young, end
their fear of, the repressions to which the authorities fre-
quently resorte It is quite realistic to expect this problem
to pe solvéd.” Let us recall Lenin's idea that the bourgeois
"poricy Ofw@lternating brutal repression with Judes kisses is

doing its work and revolutionising the mass of students“.g
(&

® ¥.I, lLenin, Collectiod works, Vol. 6, pe 61.

e ek el
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Indecd, students have teken an ever nore regolute stand
for their rights: academic, material, national and demo@hatic.
They have gone into the broad aresna of social life, mexg¥¥g
sheir struggle with that of the othier social strata., O if
this still largely quantitative change is to develop into &
qualitative one, +he social causes underlying the gtudent
protest need to be analysed in dep%h. This will.help to over-
come its frequently spontaneous cheracter and, show the students
th: role they could play in historical devélopment.

students are at the stage of socialdsdtion at which the
formation of the individual as the objeed and subject of social
processes is in the mein compleded. ‘One could easily under-
stand how important it 1is toddnculcate in the minds of young
pecple on the threshold of, €onlimlife the moral tenet that the
ver; concept of windividead® epgeils a sense of responsibility
for the desiiny of the peoples, and couﬁtries and %o help them
over-come the bourgeois ides that "the man in the gstreet" 1is
powWerless. This should hedp young people to gain an insight
int> the substence of sphencmena and be prepared to tackle
many of the tacks whieh at Iirsvy sight may sppear 10 lie out-
gide the ambit of wheir immediate-interests. Active participa-
ticn in social Xife can end frequently does help a young
person to f£ipd@*the place for applying his copabilities in the
present and econsciously to shape his or her own future.

The defénce of pe&ace and the involvement of students in
thz growing and strengthening enti-war coalition is now un-

doubtedly the problen which induces the gtudents to overcome
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the disarray in their ranks. Praciice itself shows the
promising perspcctives of this line. In the ranks of ilie
students' anti-war protest are Communists and Social Democrats,
liberals and pacifists, a large part of the conservative-
minded young people, that is, all those who have come to under-
stand that the only way to get an increase in appropriations
for edﬁcation is to stob the stockpiling of the means of
destruction.

However, those who oppose war are notralways motivated
by political or social considerations. @&etion in defence of
peace is also taken by young people who are naturally fearful
for their own life and for thafef their kin. In other words,
the cementing goal--to safegtard peace--is crystellised under
the impact of diverse faciers.

The present conditieéns, which are further complicated
by tae sharpening of the international situation, throw an
even stronger light on the potentialities of the student nove-
ment. They meke clear the capacity of the democratic forces 10
overcome the weaknesses,and vacillations of young people from
the petiy-bourgeois strata, 7o neutralise the extremist trends,
to unite the studeat body and %o direct its energy to the
stirvggle égainst fhe thrcat of war, and for social justice.
The qualities, which characterise the progressive students of
our day are boundless dedication to this struggle, moral purity

and an urgé for constant humanistic activity.
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Forward-looking young people have always gought to
coordinate their actions. The earliest attempis were made at
the end of the past century, when an International Congress of
Socialist Students was convened in Gencva on December 8, 1893.
In a letter of greeiings, Prederick Engels called on its
participants to develop among their comrades a sensge, "an
awsreness that from thelr renks musi emerge thé proletariat
of mental labour that will stend shoulder iogshoulder and in
the same ranks with theilr brother workers s.s and play a con=
giderable role in the imminent revolutionﬂ.g

Today, the International Union of/Siudents, which unites
109 organisations from 106 countrtes 0 15 the biggest and most
representetive student body. Tt ‘émerged in 1946, as the
democratic forces were condolidate@ on the crest of the wave
of victory over fascism gnd thexre was an ever nmore manifest
urge of the peoples to coopepate for peace and progress. The
IUS Cherter, which was adopted et the time, says: wHe students
of tihe world,-faithful t6 the example of the besi of our mem-
bers who died in the Light of the democratic peoples for their
liberty, affirm our will to build again a better world desirous

of liberty, peace &nd prOgress."ll

2 Karl MdTxy Prederick Engels, Works, Yol. 22, Pe-ADE
(Russian edition).

10 pota For December 1980. The Executive Committee has now
recommerided the admission of four new applicants from four
countries at the forthcoming TUS Congress in 1984,

11 This Is the IUS, Published by the International Union
of Studenis, 1979, pP. 44,
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For nearly four decades now, the IUS has been true to
that vow and has consigitently and perseveringly worked to
translate it into life. + every stage of gocial development,
our Union has concentrated its efforts on the concretévsasks
- facing the students. Today, it was emphasised in January 1983
ot & sitting of the IUS mxecutive Committee in Avhens, the
point is to increase n4the contribution by the gtudents world
over to the struggle alongside their peoples ageinst the
danter of nuclear Wer and aggressive impexrigdlist policies,
aﬁd foxr pe&ce, disarmament, national and &6cial liberation,
democratic education, and students' rights and interests'.
Thig idea has also keynoted the statements by the youth-
movement delegates to the WoridiAssembly Tor Peace and Life,
Ageinst Nuclear War, in Prague.

One of the IUS's imgordant distinctions, as compared
with most other international sasociations, is that it is nov
individual student organisations eciing in this or that country,

but their national uniongpas @ whole that are usually members

of the IUS., These natiohal unions bring together studenis
irrcapective of their'party affiliation, religious creed,
property status, eto®’ This warranis the assertion that the
TUS represents the gtandpoint of the broadest student circles,
which makes it @ ¥ruly universal organisation.

The IUS aetively cooperates with varilous democratic orga-
nigctions: m the World Federation of Democratic Youth, the
World Pedexation of prade Unions, the Women's Internaticnal

Demccratic Federation, the Initernational Organisation of
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Journalists, the World Federation of Scientific Workers, the
World Federation of Teschers' Unions, and meny others. Since
the programme of our Union orierts its activity towardg,prob-
lems in education, upbringing, culiure and the social%ephere,
the IUS is involved in the work of UNESCO and the Ml Economic
and Social Council in which it has consultative @¥atus. At
the Second Special Session of the UN General Asgembly on Dis-
armament, & representative.of our Union was @iven an opporiunity
to set forth the views expressed on this issue at numerous
gtudent conferences, symposia and discusS€lgns. All of this
means that we have the right to pui up,the opinion of students
for discussion by authoritstivemintexgovernmental forums
considering the global problgmsg ofyour time.

The struggle to creaigroptimalmaterial conditions for
study, to improve the quallny of highef education, and %o
ensure job placement forwgreguites is the constant sphere oI
‘activity both of the national unions and the IUS es a whole.
The differences in the higher-school sysiems which depend on
the specific features gf %hw social systems naturally also
dis ‘erentiate the problems with which students and their orga-
nis tions arc daily @aced. In the capitalist countries, there
ig, in particular, & shortcge ol appropriations--direct ouicome
of the "missiles dnstead of scholerships" policy. Despite the
fect that, ad&I heve said, the percentage of students from the
midile end Mower-income strata in higher education has lately
beca growing, -the higher schools coniinue to be Ucitadels™ of

the children of the welle-off.
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Spokesmen for studen? organisations have noted that in
the capitalist couniries curricula are woefully inadequaie
to preseni-day requirements., In many cascs they are meg up to
the modern level of knowlecdge and the advences in seisnce A
and technology. Wherever efforis are made to raise the
gtandards of the curricula, they are aimed to spein specialisis
for concrste and nerrow fields in production., This 18 often
done under pressure from Vhe various monopoligcs which are able
to control the activity of sniversities and ¥nstitutes by
meeng of verious instruments (meubershipwel ‘supervisory boards,
funding, etca)e

The demand for genuine democratic educatlon oriented to-
wards the social interest is the thPust and content of the
student action on the natidfial and¥international levels for
nniversity reform, a campaign ghe IUS hes conducted under this
slogan: “"Education--a Right / Not a Privilege!'. A EBEuropean
forun on problems in the gocial condition of students was held
within that framewcrk las® Pebruary. It was attended by repre~
gentatives of national student unions and international non-
governmental organigétlions, wao discussed ways of improving
1iving and study comditions, and job placement upon graduaiion.
It adopted an address to ULinsCO empnasising the need to use
the human end m@terial resources now being wasted on the arms

race for peageful purposes, including higher‘education.l2

12 Among the many measures put through within the framework
of the /campaign aimed %o satisfy the besic situdents’ demands
were an “International Week of Action on Questions of Education”
(November 15-21, 1982), en “International Round Table®
(Beirut, l=rch 1982), &nd a seminar at the Centrcl American
University in Costa Rice (Auguss 1982).
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Practice in the socialist countries shows that the
higher education system cen be resiructured on democratig lines.
In these countries, the students' gocial aciivity is d¥part of
the working pecople's sitruggle ©0 raise the cconomy and, culturee.
Students.combine study with work and resecarch. They are
involved in the administration of higher schoolg, @nd have
a leading role to pley in running organisatiilons which deal
with various aspecis of study, everyday lifgy, work and recrea-
tion., In the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, GDR, CZechoslovakia, and
other socialigt countries, studenis havemactively joined in
the volunteer labour drive injvaricus gsectors of economic
construction,

A key feature of the s{ldent movement at the present
gtage, as I have said, isg the sieadily growing and ever mole
evident understanding ofy The imeontrovertible fact that the

right to study and & fittingdlace in life can be reslistically

gafecuarded only in the condations of peace, detente and dis-
fote - . - s

arm.ment. That is why el attention of the IUS is constantly

centred on anti-war agtivity and efforts to arrange broad

cooreration among sEl@:nts in the struggle Tor peacec, doth on

the netional and e international levels,

The IUS's idjiative in mounting the “Students for
Dis:rmament" campaign has met with & broad response throughout
the world: @emonstrations and rallies in protest agains? the
threat of Almuclear catastrophe staged within its framework
have nowmrolled across all the continents. In 1981 and 1982,

protestsiagainst acts which increase the danger of a nuclear
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war, and‘calls for the adopiion of disarmement measures rang
out at a number of major international meetings organiged, on
the initiative, and with the participation and support®f the
IUS.13 The documents they adopted stressed that 1tWis
Washington and its allies that bear the responsibility for
stepplng up the arms ece, primarily the nucle@gyarms Tace.

Since ithe latter hali of 1982, student apti-war actilon
has become cven more VigorousSe. Demonstrations, peace marches,
conferences, festivals, concerts and simidar other functiions
were staged in Austria, Bulgaria, GDR, G¥ecce, India, llexico,
USSR, FRG, Japan and other countries,with the IUS aciing &8s
one of the initiators in many Cascs. There is growing popu-
larity of such new forms of {omti-war activity as the campalgns
#Por Non-Huclear Universitiés” ond "Medical Students for the
Prevention of Nuclear Waxr®.

Phis year has been one of mags action aimed to frustrete
NATO's decision to deploy mew US medium-range nuclear migsiles
in iJestern Burope. Youlg people in Britain demand: "Scholar-
ships Instead of Miasgfdes®, while students in Vlest Germany
re.ly to slogens like “Betier Be Active Todey Than Radioacilve

Tororrow" and tDeata Will Be the Winner in +he Next Wert., In

13 , wstfidents for Disarmament" Round Table was held in
Ni:osia, Cypxrus; an WInternational Student leeting for Peace,
Disarmament 8nd Anti-Imperialist Solidarity® wes held in
Guodalajaxay lexico; & appibunal on US Missiles" sat in Bonn,
FRG; an@wa seminer on the role of studenis in the siruggle
for disarmament and socio-economic development was arranged in
Addis Absbe, Ethiopia.
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the universities of &ll the 3urcpean countries, there are
militant calls: “No %o Pershing-II and Crulse Missiles/in
Burope!y.

The IUS backs the discrmament proposals put forwerd by
the socialist countries and explains their meaning. That is
alsc the purpose of the TUS's information and propaganda workK,
ag recenily exemplified DY anti-war pesmphletss special issues

of the jourmal World Student Heﬂg,l4 Disarmement Bulletin,

plncards, postlers, efCe

The ruling circles of the cepitaligiscountries are
seriously alarmed by the growing inflience of the TUst? and the
messive scale of the action by progressive young people and
students for peace and gsocidl progress, and they are trying
very hard to contain and compromiae the struggle of IUS-
effiliated national unions, +to undermine the emerging coopera=
tion between young workers and students and dull the anti-
jmperialist edge of theixr actions.

Efforts are simulianeously being made to set up parallel
jinternational student organisations, as will be secen from the
failed attempts %o fprﬁ o go-called International Student
Association, whose Hoonstituent congress” recently convened in

sris ended in the isolation of the sponsors of this splitting

14 yord M¥Student News, the official orgen of the IUS, pub-
1ished sincer 1948 in English, French, Spanish, German and
Arcbic .(the Arabic edition has been temporarily suspended

=]

becauseits editorial of

fices in Beirut have been destroyed by
the TsPaeli aggressors).

15 The growth of IUS ranks has been admitted even by
faurus, which expresses the views of an organisation of groups
POt
of conservative-minded gtudents from some West European count-
vies (see Teurus, No. 1, 1982, P 24).
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act: the Trotskyite Association of PFrench Students, whose
leaders preach "independence from &ll parties”, but who
actually serve the reactionary circles, and the leadcpg™of the
American Student Association, who maintein contacts, with

the Washington Establishment.

The basis of the IUS's day-to-day activity 1g vigorous
participation in the offensive carried on by theé‘common front
of the peace forces. Progrcssive students regard themselves
as &n organic part of the popular anti-way movcment of our daye
Young men and women in the higher schools &Te aware thét the way
to the 21st century--the century, in which they are to live,
work and fight for the destiny, ol the globe-~runs through pcace,
disarmament and mutually beneficial ¢cooperation between stiates
and nations. The sense of (glern Tor their future, for the
future of the Earth is eribodied In this call of the students

of %“he world: "The Time lo Act Is How!®,



PUBLISHED BY NOVOSTI PRESS AGENCY (APN)

DAILY REVIEW.

TRANSLATIONS FROM THE SOVIET PRESS - TRANSLATIONS FROM THE SOVIET PRESS

Agentstvo Pechati Novosti Editorial Office 201-71-51
Zubovsky Bulvar, 4 Circulation Dpt. 201-71-37
119021 Moscow/USSR Delivery Office 201-75-47

Vol. XXX, No. 23

Wednesday, October 1@, 1984

UPPLEMIEN T

————

x PARTY AND KOMSOMOL IN SOVIEE SOCIETY TO=-DAY

Y. Ligachey, Seegetary, CPSU
Central Commitifee

(ommunist No. 13, 1984. In full.)



OKPOVO-27/88

PARTY AND KOMSOMOL IN SOVIET SOCIETY TO-DAY
Y. Ligachev, Secretary, CPSU
Central Committee

The Communist Party's direction of the societys,of developed
socialism is increasingly wide-ranging and comprehensive. Its
attention is invariably focused on economic problems, the develop-
ment of productive forces and the improvement of=tne relations of
production. It is exercising a growing influgnce on all super-
structural elements, on ideological and cultural activities, social
and political relations, and the performance of public and social

organisations.

The important measures taken by the Party to step up youth
work and upgrade the guidance of“the Young Communist League have
been indicative in this sense., These me€asures have been thoroughly
explained and spelled out in sfhe speech made by Konstantin Chernenko,
General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, at the National
Conference of YCL Organisexrssof /,fhe Armed Forces as well as in the
Central Committee's Resolution,'"On Further Improvement of Party
Guidance of the Komsomol and Enhancement of its Role in the Com-
munist Education of Youth".

The Party considers its/work with the younger generation to be
its strategic priority. Tn producing its policy documents of basic
importance to the Partysand Komsomol organisations, the CPSU has
proceeded from the recogmition of the great part that the youth play
in the life of the Séviet state at the present stage. Youth are
the most dynamic se€tion of the community. They are our future and,
in many respects, our present as well. They make a sizable contribu-
tion towards ecgmomic, scientific and cultural progress, and are
active in prométing the continued refinement of socialist democracy
and in buildingup the nation's defence capability. Now, the way
the young people grow up and train themselves and the account they

give of themselves are largely essential to the success the Party



and the people are likely to achieve in upgrading developed social=-
ism and to the pace of our advance towards communism,
I,

The place and the role of the young people in the'sgtruggle
for the social emancipation of the working class and ‘the rest of
the working people and in creating of a new type of.Social order
are among the points thoroughly investigated by the fathers of
Marxism-Leninism. They attached paramount impoxrtance to the young
people's active involvement in the revolutiona¥y'process. For it
is the generations becoming socially active that, as the record of
history shows, are capable of joining the clags battles with the
greatest enthusiasm and energy and reinforcing the <contingents of
fighters against exploitation, against oppression in every shape or
form, for peace, democracy, and socialism.

There is an intimate connection between the youth movement and
the revolutionising activities,of the acvanced contingent of the
working class -- the Communigt Party. '"We are the party of the
future", V.I. Lenin wrote about «they Bolsheviks, "and the future
belongs to the youth. We,gre afparty of innovators, and it is
always the youth that mosti.eagerly follows the innovators. We are
a party that is waging @ self-sacrificing struggle against the old
rottenness, and youth is always the first to undertake a self-
sacrificing struggle." (CGold. Works, Vol.ll, p.354).

The young people's ambition to devote all their energies to the
struggle for a revolutiohary remaking of the world under the Com-
munist Party's leadership can be achieved in full measure only if the
Party itself meets that ambition half-way and if it does everything
to support and devg€lkep it. That is how our Leninist Party has
always acted and how it is acting today.

On the eve ‘0f/the Great October Socialist Revolution, the Party
paid special attention to the youth movement. Its Sixth Congress
declared, in{its Resolution "On Youth Leagues", that the Party
supported the revolutionary activity of young workers and peasants
and their desire to organise and to form their associations. It



recorded the Party's clear determination to see that thg youth
organisations acquired a revolutionary, socialist charaeter right
from the start and that, while remaining organisationally independ-
ent, they came into close contact with the Party, held themselves
open to its ideological influence, and banded together.

The record of the revolutionary struggle in this country has
borne out the justice of that policy. It provides conclusive
evidence to show that a fragmentation of youth organisations and
their ideological disunity hamper the development of the young
people's class-consciousness and play into the hands of the enemies
of socialism. Our class enemies have more than once attempted to
pelittle the Bolshevik Party's role in the youth movement and pressed
for it to be "independent" of, or "equal” to it. Lenin cautioned
young people against their "false friends", all those, who, while
pretending to defend their Anterests, were, in actual fact, seeking
to use youth people for their own selfish ends, and break them up by
creating all kinds of insular youth organisations.

The Party struck dut”against such attempts with all determina-
tion. It made a lot pofveffiorts for the nation's advanced young
workers and peasants to create a common youth organisation of a new
type for the first time in history -- with communism as its priority
and with a membership comprising representatives of the entire
young working people;

The creation of the Komsomol was a landmarking event in the
history of the Communist Party's relationship with the youth move-
ment, and a qualitatively new stage in its emergence and development.
The Communist Party has never looked upon the younger generation as
nothing but am, object of education. It has always seen it as being
actively inviolved in the creative social endeavour on equal terms
with everybody else, and has always helped young people to organise
their praetical activities, as Lenin put it, "by learning, organis-
ing, undtirg and fighting..." (Coll. Works, Vol. 31, p. 290).
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The history of the Leninist Young Communist League, now having
a membership of 42 million, has abundantly proved that this is the
type of youth association that best responds to the obgeetives of
the communist education of young people. This common league serves
to meet the interests and requirements of various see¢tfions of young
people. The Komsomol is always looking for an interesting and
useful job for each of its contingents to do as well as for appropria-
te forms of work. But the general content of the 'activities of each
of these contingents and their ideological and political orienta-
tion remain common.

As soon as it emerged, the Young Communist League declared its
full solidarity with the Party. Having recognised its politiéal
leadership, it bound youth fast to the Marxist-Leninist vanguard
of the working class. On its part, the Party proclaimed right
away that its work of directing the Youth League must not and would
not take on the character of guardianship or punctilious interference
in its work. While faithfully ob&érving that principle, the Party
has always concentrated most/of its attention on having the Kom-
somol stand pat by its Marxist-Leninist platform.

Party guidance of {the Komsomol has always had a political
meaning and has always been exercised by political means. The work
of the Komsomol and the education of youth have been considered,
in one way or another, by wirtually all the Party Congresses in
the post-Revolutionary,period. Their decisions and the Central
Committee resolutions on these matters and the speeches by Party
1eaders before YCL gongresses and other documents formulated the
Party's political guidelines which helped it identify the basic
trends of its activities at each historical stage in the process of
building a socialist society as well as the immediate objectives
that the entire young people were to realise.

The political experience of the CPSU indicates that youth
work must be based on complete confidence and high requirements,
ag well,.as on having young people develop the greatest sense of
responsibility for the historical destinies of socialism.



While teaching the young people, the Party has been speaking
its mind to them both about their achievements and shorteomings,
about negative occurrences in the life of young peoplegand omissions
in the work of Komsomol organisations. As Lenin pointed out, "We
stand for the complete independence of the Youth Leagues, but also
for complete freedom of comradely criticism of their errors! We
mist not flatter the youth" (Coll. Works, Vol. 233 p. 164). That
nas become a rule to govern relations between fhe Party and the
Komsomol. The CPSU has gained a wealth of expemience in leading
the Komsomol's activities in rallying and organising Soviet young
people and in their communist education.

Together with the Party, our Komsomol, faithfully fulfilling
Lenin's behests, has traversed a great historic road. And, as
experience has conclusively demonstrated,; the Komsomol owes all of
its remarkable accomplishments to thé fact that the Party has
always competently directed its work, fostered in every way the
jnitiative and autonomy of thevYoath League, entrusted great and
challenging missions to it,”andsealled on it to attain far-reaching
objectives which capturedythe imagination of young people, made them
enthusiastic and inspired,them to selfless work and outstanding mass
performances.

That is how it has always been in the first years of the
Soviet government, during the Civil War, the Great Patriotic War
and the nation's peace-time development. That is how it was at the
time of building the legendary Komsomolsk-on-the-Amur and launching
such projects as theDnieper Hydro-Electric Power Station and the
Magnitogorsk Iron and Steel Works, and at the time of the heroic
endocavour to turn up vast tracts of virgin soil. That is how the
Party is actingtoday too. While drawing, with a proper sense of
imagination, upon the entire previous experience of work with young
people and of Yeading the Komsomol, the CPSU has been mobilising this
country's younger generation for fresh accomplishments.

In thiE process, our’Party considers the fact that the present
stage ofadeveloped socialism has produced not only the conditions



essential for the all-round development of the rising generation,

but also some further problems to deal with in youth work. With

the problems of socialist development acquiring greater magnitude

and complexity, with the war danger markedly increaseédpand the
ideological confrontation of the two social systems ‘drastically
sharpened, the questions of moulding new generations of fighters

for Communism and making them more active at their werk and in
political affairs, are more and more coming tc,the fore as matters of
paramount strategic importance.

Along with these objective factors, theme are some other reasons
behind the Party's special attention to youth problems and Komsomol
affairs.

Having made some on-the-spot inquiries, the CPSU Central Com-
mittee has established that certain Party committees have slackened
their leadership of YCL organisationgwin recent times. Many regional
committees and Central Committees of the Communist Parties of Union
Republics have failed, for & numbér of years, to hear Party Committee
reports on the subject at theirgplenary or board meetings. Party
bodies have sometimes been acting very much like guardians of
Komsomol organisationsd wAnother extreme has been an elementary lack
of consideration for the Komsomol's concerns and affairs. Many local
Party and government lenders rarely meet young people and YCL
activists.

However, it is not only positive developments, predominant
though they are, thatfeccur in the life of youth. There is no
conflict of generatioms in Soviet society and, on the whole, our
young people, who Aave grown up in socialist years, highly value
the socialist way of life and are most devoted to Communist ideals,
the cause of thé/Party and the ideals of the October Revolution. Yet,
a certain sectien of youth exhibit lack of discipline, individualism,
and passivity @t their places of work and in public life. Some
youngsters 4mdulge in heavy drinking and even commit crimes. There
are relatively few of them. But our community is accountable for



them as well. We must fight for every young soul. There must Dbe
determined action to end all negative trends in the lifer 0f young
people if our society is to advance effectively.

All these factors, internal and external, objective and sub-
jective, have been taken into account by the Party and its Central
Committee in producing its fundamental guidelines ‘and deciding on
steps to be taken to improve youth work to meet fhe current require-
ments of social development. Of key importancenis the continued
upgrading of Party guidance of the Komsomol and, the enhancing of its
role as the Party's main base of support in the Communist education
of Soviet youth.

% 1

The Resolution of the CPSU Central, Committee and the state-
ments by Konstantin Chernenko have formulated and motivated the
current challenging objectives which the Young Communist League
and youth face today and identified the aims and forms of their
activities. The main thing ds to have young people play their full
part in the difficult and wide-ranging job the Party is doing to
advance developed socialiém, bring on the young people to be devoted
to the cause of Communism ‘@nd{torbe worthy citizens of Soviet
society. This fundamental guicdeline and the Party's instructions
arising therefrom carry forward Lenin's behest, set out in his speech
at the Third Congress of the Young Communist League: the young
people must learn Communism and the Party must teach the young
people Communism, and #pecify this behest to suit the present-day
conditions.

The CPSU has been teaching the young people Communism by
holding up as example the life and works of the great Lenin, and
the revolutionary, fighting and working traditions of the Party and
the people, and arming them with Marxist-Leninist theory. It is
tirelessly cencerned with the ideological and political training of
the younger generations, helping them to grasp the involved develop-
ments in present-day public life from class-governed positions, and
strivingor the whole job of bringing on, educating and training



modern youth to meet the principles of Communist morality.

The Party is teaching the ycung people Communism by ‘getting
them to be actively involved in the constructive endeavour, in
learning and working, and in resolving the key problems of economic,
gcientific and cultural progress. It is only in the ‘process of
honest and orderly work side by side with workers and farmers that
one can make a true Communist, Lenin pointed out.

The Party is teaching the young people Communism by having
them play their full part in public life and imwthe administration
of the State and the community. The CPSU is @&ttaching special
importance to having the Komsomol and the youmg people in general
exercise to the fullest pocsible extent the great rights that the
Constitution of the USSR has granted them:

In point of fact, to teach the young people Communism means
agsuring the continuity of the experiencé acquired during the
socialist Revolution and the buildingief the socialist society. It
means bringing on the young people,to assimilate the revolutionary
experience of the older genérations and to enrich it with their own
accomplishments. "It is our standing concern'", Konstantin Chernenko
has pointed out, "to traim such youth as would not flinch or bend
under the burden of their higtoric responsibility for the destinies
of the nation and for the destinies of socialism and peace".

The CPSU Central Committee, while suggesting the guidelines for
the Leninist Young Communist League to follow in the economic field,
calls upon the Komsomol organisations to mobilise the young
people for the effective attainment of the targets of the Eleventh
Five-Year Plan, for the implementation of the Food and Energy
Programmes, and for_resolving the problems connected with the
intensification of fthe national economy, acceleration of scientific
and technolegical progress, comprehensive automation, advance of
electronics aud nuclear power, development and application of basic-
ally new types of material, machinery and technology, and learning
the economic methods of management.



The Komsomol has every opportunity to cope well with this
agsignment of the Party. It has acquired a valuable stockyof
experience in training youth to work well on major natiomsl build-
ing sites. Bright chapters have been written into theiglorious
record of the Komsomol's labour effort by the young Builders of
the Urengoi-Pomary-Uzhgorod Gas Pipeline and the sBaikal-Amur
Mainline. Young people have been making a tremendous contribution
towards reshaping the Russian Non-Black Soil Zene and tapping the
resources of Siberia, the Far East and the Faz Nerth. Sixty-five
national top-priority Komsomol-built projects/ Have come to epitomise
the enthusiasm our young people show at thepoint of production.
Considering the new conditions of economi¢ management, Komsomol
organisations make extensive use of thosésforms of promoting pro-
ductive activity as conform to the specific, age-related features
of the young people: contests of) young inventors and rationalisers,
agreements about the professional coeperation of scientists and
production workers, contestgy for the best worker in his line, team
werk and other advanced mefhodse, The Komsomol's initiative in
organising teams of Komsomol mgmbers and young people in general
deserves the utmost support. gThey are called upon to become a
training ground for young workers and to more actively involve them
in running production. It is important to make every particular
idea and every particularfanitiative as constructive and effective
as possible.

There must be more ¢oncern for basic production units like
teams, farms, shops,(d8boratories, or apprenticeship groups. It is
in this environment, first and foremost, that a young person comes
to maturity, learmsshis trade, and passes through his school of
collective work ,and moral and internationalist education.

There is g'system of preceptorial training at work in primary
production units. Upwards of three million experienced workers are
doing this rewarding job. Their concern not only about their own
achievements, but also about that of their workmates and about the
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collective interests of the whole unit and the nation jinygeneral,
deserves much public acclaim and support. They are doing

much to " help those working next to them work no worsge than

they do. This is a most active stancel It is characteristic

of a person brought on in a socialist society. /M2he CPSU

Central Committee calls upon the Party organisations to promote
and upgrade preceptorship. The role of this moveément in the
professicnal advancement and moral instructi@nsof the young
people must be substantially enhanced.

Komsomol-sponsored 'student detachments' are an effective
medium of the working education of young people and of bring-
ing them right from college into the actual process of resolving
the problems of national economic expamsion. They number over
800,000 every summer. In the ‘€irsti{three years under the
present Five-Year Plan, they have donme a total of 5,200 million
roubles' worth of work. Spudentqbuilding teams have been highly
praised by the Party and fhe natioen. Yet the reputation of
this mass movement has,bcen marred by some instances of money-
grubbing. In some localities, the leadership of these teams
has been bloated out €omntrary to the very spirit of this move=-
ment which has the students' initiative and autonomy as its
principal feature. The tagk before the Party organisations is
to help the Komsomol Committees put an end to negative
occurrences in student teams and have them improve their
performance.

In his speech€s and statements, Konstantin Chernenko has
been pointing ouprthat the problem of "minor jobsg" is one of
rather serioug in“YCL work today. Rather often YCL organigsa=-
tiong, while confentrating most of their attention on big-
scale activigies, underrate some particular everyday business,
treating it as something of secondary importance. This lop-
sided appreach is erroneous. For it is the "minor" everyday
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business that eventually grows into major achievementdyf Lenin
ingisted that the Young Communist League should cee  Jhet
"every day, in every village and city, the young pédpie shall
engage in the practical solution of some problem 3§ Tabour

in common, even though the smallest or the simplest" (Coll.
Works, Vol. 31, p. 299).

One major point of youth work and an esgen¥ial pre-
requisite for the young people to be more effifient at work is
to create the proper conditions for young #¥kers, collective
farmers, and skilled labour to achieve afhigh rate of productiv-
ity, advance professionally, and enjoy £W8ir leisure time
in the best way possible. The Centrald@ommittee of the
Communist Party has been stresging thggneed for the Party,
government, trade union and KémsomQi,Organisations and economic
management bodies to concern\Ghemselves with this aspect of
work all the time, There mdst, beyd Yspecial effort to provide
young couples with comforté@ble_living quarters and to discover
more opportunities to d2 "Sp. “Whe Young Communist League could
make itself the patronfof codperative home-building for young
people. It is already quit@Wactive in drawing the young into
the job of building apartment houses and other social welfare
and recreational faciligies. There are some feasible opportuni=
ties for thig work to BeVexpanded.

More attention ghould be given to hostel facilities
which are known to besprimarily used by young people. Thege
must be real homes“EdT all who lodge there. Komsomol organisa-
tions, in conjunct¥isn with economic and trade union bodies, are
expected to prefig, for all hostels to be provided with proper
amenities and ®1Y possible conveniences, showing a most exact-
ing and coné&igtént approach in handling the matter. Each
accommodatidmwblock must have a close-knit group of people
autonomougly ‘maintaining good order in their own house by the
principl®e, 0f self-management.
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An important aspect of the Komsomol's work in thelfield
of occupational training and moral instruction is that Of
stamping out any sponging trends among young people,and a
consumerist attitude to Socialisgsm.

Thig country's young people have never had to%experience
such dreadful social evils as exploitation of m@mwby man,
unemployment, illiteracy, chauvinistic and mildgaristic
aberrations, or persisting uncertainty abouty,®heir future,
that is, anything of what still constituteg®he bleak every-
day realities of the young people in the @apitalist world.

In the context of Socialism, our youth Hawe a full life to
live out, complete with interesting thimgs’ to do and major
accomplishments to achieve in a climgtevof real, rather than
imaginary, freedom and with theenini¥st Party invariably
concerned about the welfare @fwthe people.

While throwing the dogrs wideWopen for the young people
to the greatest gains of fogialiem, the Party tells them
frankly that the future Was téybe won by their everyday effort,
hard effort sometimes./The moreé efficiently the young people
work and the greater the contribution they make towards
national economic and cultural advancement, the fuller will
be the extent to which the'young people's fast-growing needs
can be met by our socigty. There is a dialectic interdependence
between young peoplels €ontribution to society's advancement
and society's effort”s0 advance young people's welfare, which
reflects the unity\ef the rights and duties of the Soviet
younger generation,

I1T.
) The ideological and political education of the YCLers and
the rest of%he young people has all along been a major aspect
of the activisties of the Leninist Young Communist League.
It is capfied on, in full measure, by the YCL-operated system
of political education catering, with its basic components,
for over™l million boys and girls. The Komsomol press and
the youth media make a great contribution towards propagating
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Marxism=-Leninism and political knowledge.

The CPSU is attaching great importance to the continued
enhancement of the Komsomol's ideological work. Thie 1 s
dictated not only by the growing scale and complexi¥y of the
priorities of Socialist development, which cannotWbe properly
handled without direct association with rising standards of
Communist understanding and involvement of all Soviet people,
the young included. It is 1ikewise necessagyat> consider the
fact that youngsters come to maturity as oifdzens in the
context of what is today the sharpest-evgr Jdeological and
political confrontation on the internatiowal arena with our
class enemies banking, first and foremast, on the ideological
and moral corruption of youth in theim bid to undermine the
Socialist system from within.qThe wadsr battle of ideas between
capitalism and Socialiesm, bourgeol@Mdeologues claim, "must take
place in the battlefield we normally call youth".

In their attempts tg d¥iye¥,a wedge between the Communi st
Party and the Soviet state, onm the one hand, and the young
people, on the other, SGmperialists are exploiting the latter's
psychological specifice. Our ideological cpponents take into
account the fact that the present young generation has never
had to go through the omdeal of the class struggle and wars
which throw into full ¥®tief the true image of imperialiem
and its hatred of the,Socialist system. It is not by chance
that anti-Communisfeyshould be trying their best 1O infect
Soviet young peopl® with the germs of political complacency and
the ideas of uniersal class conciliation.

A1l that makes it central to youth work to teach them to
be true to Cluufinist ideology and to the cause and traditions
of the workimg class. It is still a matter of the greatest
relevancedtOvhave them embrace well-establiched Marxist-Leninist
views, tO%be absolutely sure of the justice of Communist
philogdphy, to be ideologically committed, politically
vigilant and uncompromising, and to be able to resist the
pernieious influence of bourgeois propaganda and so=-called
mass culture.
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An indispensable condition and major pre-requisitée, for
the resolution of this problem is the utmost effort $o develop
and reinforce - our young people's love for their Sochalist
homeland, a sense of pride for it, and readiness §o serve it
well and to rise at any moment in defence of the“gains of
Socialism and to throw every ounce of their ewmemgy into building
up the nation'e economic strength and defence eapability.
Educating the younger generation in the spirit, of Soviet
patriotism is one of the major objectives 0%,1deological work
which the Party i(wants the Young Communigt League to achieve.

The Party has been urging the Young,Communist League €O
step up the patriotic and defence edugation of the whole masgs
of the young people and to have themgbsetter prepared for
service with the Armed Forcess, »It hae supported many forms
of this work, initiated by YChworgauisations, and had them spread
far and wide. Thie work cofiprises'group tours of places of
hietoric interest associdfed with the Revolution or war-time
heroism, war games and.Sperting events for teenagers, collection
of evidence about the outstdnding deeds of valour during the
Ccivil War and the Great Pabepiotic War, get-togethers with
servisemen and .war veterans, and patronising links with
military units. A great amount of work o build on the remark-
able traditions of thei¥ fathers is being done by the Armed
Forces' Komsomol conferned, first and foremost, with carrying
through Lenin's behegt "to learn the art of war properly"
(Coll. Works, Vols, 27, p. 108), and assuring the high level
of combat preparedness of the Army and the Navy.

The patridtic and defence education of the young people
has further oppdrtunities opening up for it as this country
prepares togcelebrate the 40th anniversary of the Victory
over Hitlepts faccism and Jepanese militarism. The relevant
COPSU Cent®al Committee’s Resolution has outlined a set of
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activities to intensify ideological education, with Xomsomol
organisations called upon to play their part in thi%g drive.
Together with the Party and trade union bodies, they are to

take full advantage of the preparationg for the 40th anniversary
of the Victory in the Great Patriotic War and the celebrations
of this anniversary, which we all hold dear, ,f0f further
enhancement of the Soviet young people's effierency in work

and political affairs.

The cultivation of the ideas of Sovietypatriotism is
inseparable from training the young people®to be true to the
principles of proletarian, Socialist in%ernationalism and
friendship of the peoples of the USSRa The Party is doing its
utmost to get the YCL to be mdre aofiVve in this respect.
Relying on the Komsomol, it ,igc workifig for the principles of
internationalism to be intggral &0 Our way of life and for the
Soviet people, including the younger generation, to strengthen
the relationsghip of solidarityhand cooperation with the gister
Socialist nations and gith the peoples in battle for their
social and national MiBerapion.

The Young Communiest Ledgue is in contact with interna-
tional and national youth @nd student organisationg of various
political complexione £roth 140 nations of the world. The
Party is attaching pafiticular importance to promoting the
Komsomol's broader @@d closer all-round cooperation with the
Youth Leagues of tH%® sister Socialist nations.

With imperiglism getting increasingly aggressive, it has
become a matter of urgency to pool the efforts to this
planet's youngyp€ople in the struggle for a safe peace and
against the shgeat of thermonuclear war. The CPSU has been
seconding stheyKomsomol's initiatives with a view to realising
this objeftiive. It has given much of its attention to the
Komsomolesgponsored decision of the International Preparatory
Commitsee to hold the 12th World Festival of Youth and Students
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in Moscow next summer. The Party and the Soviet Government
will lend all possible assistance to the Leninist Young
Communist League in hosting the festival as a mass anti=war
and anti-imperialist activity so that it could becom&, a major
event of the International Youth Year. It is important to
take advantage of other activities under this Year"s programme,
along with the 40th anniversary of the Victory over fascism and
the World Festival, to explain the peace-building foreign
policies of the USSR and other countries of ,the Socialist
community and to demonstrate the politicalj,economic and so-
cial achievements of actual socialism, afidythe great opportuni-
ties it presents for the all-round devekepment of the rising
generations.

While following an integrated,approach to educational
work, the Party considers it nd@essary\for the ideological and
political education and occupational “Wraining of the young people
to be intimately combined afid, cldsely associated with moral
instruction. In this respe¢ét, the CPSU is acting upon the assump-
tion that it is not only the stamndard of ideological education,
but entire social practice and the moral and political
climate in the land, in each compartment of society and in
each production group that predetermine the political and
moral health of the young people.

The Soviet system hag™secial justice as its cornerstone,
and therein resides i%8 ) tremendous force. That is why
it is so important flor) the principles of social justice to
be unfailingly obsefrved in everyday business everywhere.
Youngsters are papticularly sensitive to all facts of indecency
and dishonesty, red tape and divorce between words and works.
In its determined“action to extirpate things of this kind, the
Party is thereby exercising a great influence on the mood of
the young people and helps them develop a good sense of social
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optimism and to be active in public life. That, in turn, /helps
the Komsomol raise the efficiency of the education of the
younger generation in line with the Communist principlesyof
morality and to be more effective in getting the Sovief young
people to distinguish themselves by their moral integrity

and nobility and by their commitment to great ideals.

The aesthetic education of the young people goes together
with ideological and moral education. The Youngalommunist
League is carrying on this work, which has one/ purpose behind
it, both in the process of training, productiveé and social
activities, and in organising the pastime g of the young people.
There must be unflagging concern that lads #and girls should
not indulge in pointless amusements but, that any pastime should
conduce to their ideoclogical advamncement, physical development,
formation of high cultural requirementg and aesthetic tastes,
and enjoyment of the best of mational and international cultural
values.

The Central Committee of Sthe LOBSU leaves this job, first
and foremost, to the Partiymandgkomsomol organisations, expecting
them to react in good time tof the young people's changing
passions, channelling them along proper ideological and
aesthetic lines, whether ifgnusic, singing, stamp collecting,
etc. While encouraging in\gVery way the young people's
pursuits in the arts andhandicrafts as well as their eagerness
to get to know the beglfsamples of Soviet and foreign litera-
ture and art, it is dmportant to prevent self-styled
associations infecting young people with the germs of poli-
tical indifference, “Immorality and blind immitation of
bourgeois fashiongé{ The YCL officers' personal participation
in young peoplesd, collective recreational activities will do
much in thissénse.

Youthful ¥ears are not only the time to learn and start
to work, but also the time to set up house. The Komsomol
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organisations are expected to work hard to teach the young
people a proper sense of responsibility in contracting ‘@
marriage and bringing up children and to cultivate the
ideals of parental care and authority.

One of the great and challenging objectives the Party
wants the Young Communist League to realise is tg draw
youngsters not only into the process of productden but into
that of public life and social affairs. The Komsomol is doing
much towards resolving this task, being as if"%as part and
parcel of the Soviet political system.

The YCLers and the young people in genefal are well
represented on government bodies and managerial agencies as
well as in all kinds of community orgamni€ations. Young
people under 30 make up one-third of ¢he Deputies to the Soviets.
The First Secretary of the Cent®al Lommittee of the Leninist
Young Communist League has bgen gleeted a member of the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the€MSSRy_and there are YCL repre-
sentatives on the Boards 6f/a number of ministries and depart-
ments, as well as on tWenPublie Inspection Committee of
the USSR, the Presidium of the Central Council of Trade Unions
and the Presidium of the Central Committee of the Soviet
Army and Air Force Associ@fion. Upwards of 5.6 million lads and
girls are represented on\elective trade union bodies, and 1.6
million YCLers, on pubfiac inspection bodies. The YCLers
share in drafting faetery and office economic and social de=-
velopment plans, instHe deliberations of standing production
conferences, in moniforing managerial compliance with safety
rules as applied{ o the young people, the distribution of
incentives, housing, health-resort and holiday-home accommoda-
tion vouchers, “day-nursery vacancies, etc.
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One should szy, along with that, that the Komsomol
could make gppreciably fuller use of the greabt rightssgranted
to it by the Constitution of the USSR and other Soviet, laws
for running the affairs of the community and the state. It is
important to see to the creation of the requisite conditions
‘fdr it and to support the worthwhile initiatives of Komsomol
organisations with a view to fostering the youngvoveople's
social and political activities. All urgent /ucstions relating
to the young people's training, work, everydey life, rest
and recreation, the CPSU Central Committeewhas stated, must
be decided with the Komsomol's indispendgable direct participa-
tion. There will have to be still morel®f YCL activity to im-
prove the public order.

IV

There must be a substanbial stréamlining of Party leader-
ship of the Komsomol and ¢f"the Komsomol's own performance if
all the tasks now beforc'the Young Communist League are tec be
effectively accomplishgd. This is the idea behind all of the
CPSU Central Committee's preeepts for youth policy. Party
guidance of the Komsomol, the Central Committece has underlined,
must be carried on according to plan and as a system and must
ensure the full-scale and consistent " functioning of all the
units of the Young Communist Leaguc. It is an indispensable
thing for such guidante to be thoroughly competent in analysing
social and ideological processes occurring in the midet of youth
and to influence them as well as to be ready all the time to help
YCL organisatioms in choosing the major trends and the best forms
of work. It is/important, furthermore, to take into accoun: the
specific aspects of YCL work among socially different groups of
youngsters, (There must be special care for young workers. For it
is they that carry the future of the working class with them
today. It is through them that the best qualivies of this class —-
the highest-ever level of political understanding, organisation
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and discipline and a2 sense of collective involvement ~& are
passed from.generation on to generation and increasimgly be-
come the assets of the people as a whole,

One mandatory requirement to meet as far as Party guidance
of the Young Communist League is concerned is that the Commu-
nists should use the force of conviction in dealdng with
YCLers and the rest of the young peoplec, showstle greatest
possible friendly consideration for them, stpport their useful
initiatives with an interest of their own,%and teach and
educate them through cooperative work, r&bher than lecture
them, and by their own personal performafige and example, rather
than by verbal appeals. In this conteXty”the Party is attaching
special importance to Party lemders/omstantly communicating
with young people and to the Commudists' and all managerial
staffs' full-scale involvement in the ideological, political
occupational and moral educabtiomyof thc rising generation. They
must make it a rule for themselves to visit the places where
young people work, study, or pass their leisure time, to seek
to find out the thinggiwhich“&re upper-most on their minds, %o
have open-hearted and confidential discussions with them on all
questions and to give full janswers to them. Political statements
of the leaders in frontgef the workers and students as well as
part-time YCL activists @re an effective neans whereby the Party
can influence the Komsomol's work.

The Party has alwegys shown grecat concern for the ideological,
political and orgamisational consolidation of the Komsomol
and for the enhantement of its role and social standing. Thanks
to Party guidange, the Leninist Young Communist League has come
to occupy a fitting place in this society as a school of educa-
tion and a Sehool of struggle for Communist ideals. Several
generationg wof Soviet people have already passed through this
school.



=]

The Komsomol is honourably fulfilling the role of/a
dependable reserve of the CPSU, . Nearly 16 milliof YCILers
have joined the Party sincc the Komsomol was established. To-
day, the YCLers make up about 73 per cent of probationer
members of the CPSU. The Party will continue t6™Select the
best of YCLers, above all, those from among faectory workers
and collective farmers, to admit. The role of{the Komsomol as
the Party's reserve shows itself also in the fact that it is a
good school to train prospective officialsiof Party, govern-
ment and community organisations. Scores &of “thousands of these
officials have learned the ABC of grass=roots work and received
their political and organisational training while in the
Komsomol. One-third of the First Secretarics of the Central
Committees of the Communist Pawtics‘ef the Union Republics,
territorial and regional Party committees have had a certain
amoimt of experience as YCL/lcaders.

The continuous growth.of membership is a pointer to the
Komsomol's great popularity withsthe young peoplc. The member-
ship of the Young Conmynist Leaguec has doubled during thc last
20 years. It will contifhue £o increasc. But that does not neen,
of course, that the YCL will indiscriminately admit whoever may
wish to join it. One car@inal principle of reinforccment of the
Young Communist Leaguc 48 that of strictly individual selection
of worthy representatives of the young workers, farmers, service-
men, college studentsMand schoolchildren. One imperative in
the entire work of #fhe YCL organisations with the new crop is
to elevate the title of YCLer, train him of her to develop
a sense of pride afid responsibility of belonging to the lcague
of young Leninigté and to train cveryone who has joined the
Young Communist, League to De ready and azble to help the Party
in practical terms to build Communism. The way to that is not
only through the improved procedurc of admission to the YCIL
but, first and foremost, through its continued organisational
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strengthening and through the upgrading of all YCL
activities.

The Central Committee of the CPSU requires the Party bodies
and YCL committees to work persistently for improved style,
forms and methods of YCL ectivities and for every.YCL group
to establish a climate of vibrant creative activity of great
social value, capable of attracting lads and girls with the
romantic appeal of great goals and interestifighand useful
undertakings. That is all the more necessafiy “gince YCL work
has been suffering in recent times from such occurrences as
formalism .and paper-work which underminé the autonomy and
wide-ranging democracy of this youth league. The process of
educating young people is suffering sometimes from excessive
organisation and window-dressing and inordinate enthusiasn for
ostentatious effect-seeking drives| afd marches.

To do away with such shoPtcomings is an urgent priority.
Party organisations are expsetedito help the Komsomol do it.

It is necessary for the Komsomol, on the one hand, to raisc

the standards of organisation,’ order, and disecipline of its
nembership, and, on the othery, to cncourage the YCLers' initia-
tive and resourcefulness. Thercin, Konstantin Chernenko has
emphasized, lies the sum,and substance of all action taken to
improve the style of YO0Imwork.

It is particularly important for the YCL executive staff to-
day to be able to combine competently the mass and individual
forms of work amongathec young people. One can say that the more
numerous the Youth Teague becomes and the more sweeping are the
tasks it has before it, the more important such an approach in
the activities/fof, its leaders is. The centre of gravity of
YCL work is béing increasingly shifted direct to social groups
of young pebple, basic units of the Komsomol -- pPrimary organisa-
tions and YCL teams, concerned with youth education, first and
foremnost./MThere nust be a more constructive and nore concerned
approach®to every young man, that is a call of the tines,
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The measure of responsibility of the YCL executive staff
is rising greatly in the new circumstances. It is importanf“for
all Komsomol organisations to be headed by true leaders capable
of rallying and leading young people. Such qualities of “¥CL
leaders as ideological commitment and moral integrity, the knack
of organising people and the ability to react promptly fto the
specific requirements of the young, professional maturity and
youthful fervour are all things of tremendous importance.

The formation of the YCL executive staff is @ major aspect
of the Party's manpower policy and it is one thatrrequires a most
serious and responsible attitude. That is why the Central e
Committee of the CPSU is giving special attention to working
with YCL officers, considering it to be crigkal to intensifying
the activities of the Youth League and onsyof the major areas of
Party guidance of the Komsomol. The creation of active YCL
forces, selection and training of YCL ©¥ganisers must ever hold
the attention of Party committges.

Experience indicates that'i® isworth while having the posi-~
tions of responsibility in_the Komsomol held by young people with
a record of service in productive employment and a certain amount
of experience of working/colleetively. There mnmust be more women
in the leadership and more concern  about people of all national
ethnic backgrounds, formingspart of Komsomol organisations, being
involved in it, and about &eertain stability of the leadership
group of the Leninist Young Communist League being achieved.

YCL committees at all Yevels must comprise officers of different
ages and exXperiences, swgterans and beginners, properly combined.
It is the Communists that constitute the backbone of the

Komsomol executive staff, the nucleus of the YCL. The CPSU

has been consisfently working to reinforce the Party contingent
in the Young Communist League and to increase its role in the
League's activities. During the last 17 years, the number of
Communists working for the Komsomol has increased over 5.6-fold
to add up to ome and a half million today.
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Of course, the purely numerical growth of the Party con-
tingent does not by itself mean intensifying Party guidance of
the Komsomol. For the point is, indeed, not only how many
Communists are in the Youth League but how they work and,what
influence they actually exercise on its life and performance. The
Central Committee of the CPSU considers that a Communist's work
in the Komsomol is a Party job of great responsibility, and one
has to do it with honour. The Party bodies are expected to con-
tribute to that in every possible way, direct thevactivities of
budding Communists every day, and to see thatjseach of them earns
his or her high standing among the YClers and the rest of the
young people by his or her selfless work, ideological commitment,
and irreproachable personal behaviour.

It is become a practice for districthor city-wide conferences
of Communists working for the YGL to be held, for their reports
to be heard in primary Party orgamisatiens, and for YCL orga-
nisers to be elected to sit om Papty committees and boards.
Close on two-thirds of the First Seeretaries of district, city,
regional and territorial committees of the Leninist Young
Communist League form part of the boards of district, city,
regional and territorial Partyicommittees. The Central Committee
of the CPSU finds it necessary to keep promoting +this practice
conducive towards upgrading Party guidance of the Komsomol.

The Party is setting much store by the all-round training
of YCL officers. This i§ déne through a ramified network of
Party and Komsomol scho6ls and courses. While attaching great
importance to the political education of YCL officers, the
Central Committee of the CPSU has found it necessary to have
them trained at the Party-maintained institutions of higher
learning and at 4#he Higher Komsomol School under the auspicies
of the Central Committee of the Leninist Young Communist ILeague.

The practice of Socialist development has provided ample
evidence tosshow that youth work can be most effective whenever
it is donesnot only by the Party and the Komsomol but by all
the other 'segments of society and by each compartment of its
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political system. With this as the guiding principle, the CESU
considers the education of the rising generation to be a most
important subject of concern to the Party, the State and the
people as a whole. This requires the constant attentionmheof all
government, managerial and community organisations, the workforce
collectively, and schools. Party bodies, on the other hand, are
called upon to coordinate their efforts in this direction.

The Soviets of People's Deputies and their standing
committees concerned with youth work have a great part to play
in providing an integrated solution to the issues of the young
people's work, everyday life, rest and recregtion. Such commissions
number over eleven thousand today. Youth workuwcommissions exist
in a number of ministries and departments ‘@s well as in trade
union organisations, and their governing® b6dies. Their work
has been and will be an object ofy unflagging concern of Party
bodies which strive for it to be morefeenstructive and more
expressive of the immediate reguirements of the young people.

The immense influence thatiliterature and the arts have
on shaping the young peoplel!s outlook and moral complexion is

a matter of common knowledge: Therefore, the Party is attaching
great importance to orgamising ‘and promoting the close coopera-

tion of professional associatiems with the Young Communist League
in order to upgrade the ideological, moral and aesthetic educa-
tion of youngsters. Effective forms of such cooperation are used
by the Writers Union andthe Central Committee of the Leninist
Young Communist Ieague. Thése are conferences of young writers
and annual national week=long campaigns to advertise books

for children and contests to review xRk schoolchildrens' composi-
tions on patriotic and moral subjects. The art of the film and
the theatre has bgen placed. in full measure, at the service

of the job of edueating the rising generation. Acknowledged
workers in the,cultural field and talented creative writers,
artists and composers are invited to do their bit towards
creating works of fiction and art for the benefit of the young
people.
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A1l that has its positive effect on the Komsomol's youth
work. But today, as the Party requires, there must be a fresh
effort to ensure higher quality and a higher ideological and
artistic standard of the works on the subjects of interest to
the young people and an increased sense of responsibility of
cultural and professional organisations for this job.

The School System Reform now going on in this{eountry is
a good case in point to illustrate the constant ‘concern of the
Party and the State for educating and training.the rising genera-
tions. This Reform, reflecting as it does thg Party's strategy
in the field of education, is aimed at fundamentally improving
the standards of the schoolchildren's occupational training
and vocational guidance in the process of.anstruction combined
with productive employment. It is carrying forward, in line with
present-day conditions, Lenin's.ideas about a uniform vocational
polytechnical school.

The implementation of thg Reformwwill call for a thorough
improvement of the Komsomol's)activity at school and that of
the Young Pioneers' Organisations They will have to display the
greatest possible measuré of initiative and resourcefulness so
as to become the dependable base of support for the teaching
staffs in their work of upgrading the academic and educational
process. The Reform will, furthermore, require a greater effort
by factory-based YCL organisations acting as patrons towards
schools of general education, vocational schools and Young
Pioneers' teams.

There are great lobjectives to achieve and a wide variety of
forms and methods o6f work to apply in youth work in the context
of developed Socialism. And today, whatever aspects of this work
we may turn to,iwe shall always feel it necessary to keep improv-
ing the practice of Party guidance of youth education and to rely,
to a still greater extent, on the Komsomol, on government, mana-
gerial and strade union organisations, and on the public at large.
That is whatrour Party is doing.
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The record of the CPSU irrefutably proves that young people
are capable of playing an authentically revolutionary role
when they operate under the leadership of a Marxist-Leninist
Party, in close unity with the working class and the rest of
the working masses in the name of the great goal of the Communist
remaking of society. That is what we find corroborated as well
by the present-day practice of building Socialist societies. It
shows that Party guidance of the youth movement i§ a primary
condition for, and a major guarantor of the revelutionary conti-
nuity of generations in a Socialist society, /and a pledge
of the Komsomol's ideological commitment, militancy, and creative
activity.

Training the young people to be true to Communist ideals and
intensifying Party influence on the performance of the Youth
Leagues are among the general problems/of current importance
for all the brother parties of Soeialdst countries. A mutual
exploration of the experience,they have gained in working to
resolve this problem has been undertaken at the conference
of Secretaries of the Central Committees of the Communist and
Workers Parties of Socialist countries, concerned with organis-
ing Party work, held in Seofiajlate last May. The conference
was unanimous in pointing out the abiding importance of Lenin's
ideas and principles of youth,work for all nations in the process
of building Socialism and{“Communism. They emphasized that creative
drawing upon the totality of the experience of the brother
parties in bringing up.the rising generations and leading their
Youth Leagues would sexrve to strengthen the Socialist community
and enable it to make” further headway in building up an advanced
system of society. Our Leninist Party has been making and will
continue to make/its contribution to the common cause essential
to the destinies of world Socialism.

(Kommunist No.13,1984. In full.)
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YOUTH DECLARE FOR REAL CHANGE

Spiros Halvadijis
CC member, CPG
Secretary, Central Council, Communist Youth of*Greece

The political situation in our country isyrather complica=-
ted. The removal of the Right from power madevpossible certain
democratic achiesvements, a development which aroused many hopes
among the people and opened up new progpe€t¥s. But gradually the
policy of the government caused disil@usionment, for it does
not solve pressing problems in the @nperest of the people,
particularly the younger gefleratiom, The government confines
itself to reforms affectifgineither the system of monopoly do-
mination, nor the dependence ofiGreece on imperielism. This en-
ables the Right to exploit growing difficulties for demagogical
ends as it seeks a conservative change in the development of
society. Against the Eackground of capitalism's growing crisis,
which tells on the 1if@wof youth directly and painfully, the
ruling class wants young people to resign themselves to the
existing system, thefcrisis and its effects.

The thinking ©f youth is strongly influenced by the worsen-
ing of the interdational situation, above all the increasing
threat of nflelear conflict due to the adventurist strategy of
US imperialism and NATQ. _

. "Qurparty, ™ said the Politicai Resolution of the 11th CPG
Congregs™ December 1982), "is fighting directly, for the imple-
mentation of a programme of objectives for real change... The

objectives of real change are for the Communists a programme of
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~immediate struggles and form the basis for popular unity and

cooperation with other progressive forces on all fronts, ¥hese

objectives are in keeping with the requirements of aftimimpe-

rialist, anti-monopoly change.”  We young ComnmunistgPbase our

entire work on the conclusions of the party eengress. The
of pur activity

lines/were discusSsed and defined at the Third @®ngress of the

Communist Youth of Greece (KNE) in December 1983.

"No" to Washington's Pregsure

The Greek people and their youth“meplisé that the situa-
tion is critical. The strategic location of Greece on the
“"southern flank" of NATO, whieh US gplans for the region take
into account, makes our count®y an Object of open pressure and
blackmail on the part of imperialist forces. They would like
to fully subordinate it tQ théir militarist policy. On some
issues the Greek govexmmentprefuses to give in to pressure.
Mention may be made of its proposal to put off the deployment
of Pershing-2 and cruisg missiles in Western Europe for six
months or its actions @n favour of promoting cooperation in
the Balkans.

This is largelya result of extensive actions by the
people, including“youth, for peace and against imperialism.

Our young men amdfwomen join in peace marches and other actions
for peace. If was on the initiative of the young that referen~
dums on the US bases in Greece were held in schools, univer-
sities, neighbourhoods and factories. Thousands of school
student@, signed a letter to President Reagan protesting against

Pershing-2 and cruise missiles..Young people organise youth
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peace camps, put on anti-war concerts, picket US bases, ®all
rallies under the slogans "Make the Balkans Missile~Pree" and
“Make the Mediterranean a Sea of Peace®.

Our main objectives are to extend actions against war,
bringing as many young people as possible into them, and at
the same time to accentuate the anti-imperialist trend of the
peace movement. Ve meke a point of always limking our activity
in defence of peace with the effort to unfite all supporters
of real changes in the country, which thé%11th CPG Congress
called for. This is reflected in demands put forward by youth,
such as "Money for instruction,\not ‘For NATO" or "Money for the
workers, not for arms®.

It is highly important %o aweken people to the fact that
the source of nuclear thecat lies in the militarist and adven-
turist policy of the United States. We know from experience
that the mobilisation of youth is most effective when conducted
on the basis of resistandeto Washington's aggressive ambitions.
By contrast, the attempt® of certain forces backed by the
bourgedis press to shage demonstrations in favour of staying
"equidistant®™ fromFhe "two superpowers”™ produce negligible
results.

Our actividy, within the anti-war movement gains greatly
in force of celiyiction from the peace policy of the socialist
countries, primarily the Spviet Union. Their resolve to defend
peace and/help fighters for freedom and independence gives
confidence) to all peace supporters and not to Communists alone.
This policy helps éxplode the myths of an "all-powerful™ USA

end "weak" nations, myths Which the Greek ruling class uses

.
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in an effort to influence the people and curb their struggle.
We consider that the dissemination of anti-Soviet concepisSwby
bourgeois propaganda is aimed at splitting and weakenifigythe
peace movement. It is particularly important to defe@¥wthese con-
cepts today, when Pershing-2 and cruise missiles ame)being in-
stalled in Western Burope, when the socislist coffmnity count-
ries are compelled to take counter-measures and when the monopoly-
controlled media are trying to confuse peoplé/dhd spread a de~
featist mood among them, shamelessly exploitinz asnti-Sovietism.

The stranglehold of dependence on imp€rialism, the CPG
stresses, is the chief obstacle to any ‘gtep by Greece towards
progress. This is why the youth movement gives priority, now
as in the past, to the struggle for anti-imperialist goals.
This struggle has always beén the“@Wmain factor in radicalising
the rising generation. OumyeXpefience entitles us to be optimis-
tic, for the anti-imperialist,\anti-monopoly orientation of the
young is becoming more and more marked. Greek youth identify
themselves with the peoplegyOf Nicarague, E1 Salvador, Cyprus,
Turkey, Lebanon, Palestinef?gguth Africa. The idea of anti-
imperielist solidaritydominates major initiatives by our orga-
nisation which culmifisite every year in the festival of the KNE
and its weekly Odighitis. We take an active part in demonstra-
tions and campai@ns sponsored by the World Federation of
Democrétic Youmllyand support the proposal to hold the 12th World

Festival of Youth and Students in Moscow next year.



Blows of the Economic Crisis

Unemployment, which seriously conditions the thinkihg of
the younger generation, is one of the biggest problemg In Greece
today. It is growing and assuming a permanent character and
involved youghly 350,000 people, about 65 per cent Of them young,
by early 1984. Young men and women are also affceted by unequal
pey and the reduction of apprenticeship to a _¥erm of superexploi-
tation.

In the sphere of education the measuréswadopted by the
Right in previous years led to a more xrigid class selection of
those seeking a higher education. Maiflers arc made worse by the
low standard of teaching, anachPoni€ms in textbooks and the
lack of connection between instruétion and production. The
present education system me@ts the thirst of youth for know-
ledge less and less.

Young servicemen @are fdced with serious problems. Military
gervice in Greece lasts longer than in other NATO countries.
There occur no changes imgidavour of democratising the armed
forces and it is not emly the KNE that notes this but also
other democratic youth/organisations.

The problem ofwfrec time meets with growing difficulties
end there are fewe® snd fewer opportunities for reasonable
recreation and) c¥eative effort. The pressure of unsolved im-
portent proBlems of youth as well as of the social effects of
the capita¥st economic crisis tell on humen relations; they
worry yomng people and make them feel defenceless.

I# & only the people's'struggle, the Communist Party

points out, that can bring about positive changes. While the
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present government has taken some steps to extend the democratic
rights of youth, it does not generally concern itself with
their basic problems. Nor will it be able to find a s@lution
unless it adopts a policy directed against oligarchiewrule and
imperialism.

The present situation affects the thinkinggef youth in a
most contradictory way. It may arouse a desixe fo fight or, on
the contrary, cause inaction or lead to a léme¥protest, a search
for one's “place in the sun™ and the acceptance of conservative
models of behaviour. The right choice of#Position depends in
large measure on participation in clasSystruggles and on the
Communists' ideological influente. .

To lead youth astray, the Tuling class takes advantage
of the crisis in the most fivexgelways. The Right proposes to
allow private initiativededmplete freedom, allegedly as a
means of ending unempl@yment. It fosters the illusion that
anyone can start a business of his own without difficulty and
become an employer. It plbiicises social reformist ideas of
"perfecting” capitalism.(Brutal reality and the Communists'
explanatory work prefent these illusions from spreading wide.

Teking its cug from other EEC countries, Greek bourgeois
propaganda plays (up differences between jobless and job-holders,
old and young,/dhd advertises partial employment. One of its
propositiong#i's, that young people should work for smaller wages
to "rescue' gjobs or that they must bear_parf of the responsibi-
lity fordhe crisis an& that sacrifices must be made by those
sufferimg)from it and not those who are to blame for it, that
is, theWmonopolies. All this is intended to undermine the class

unity of young workers and mould their thinking on reformist
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lines so that they cannot play a vanguard role in the?’ch

movement .

Reaction is also out to indoctrinate teenager {Jecially
schoolchildren, who have not yet gone through th Ylool of
struggle against the Right and many of whom are ignorant of the
political essence of the New Democracy Party, ch expresses
mainly the intcrests of foreign and domesti nopolies. This
party and rcection generally pretend to KNzrn themselves

with the problems of youth so as to seca’theix‘ support in this

fraudulent manner. v

Orientati [) Unit

v

The Third XKNE Congres oix@ out that the Greek youth
L/

movement today is an ung b ality and is on the rise,
winning ever greater s. rt ng the people despite the diffi-
has to face.
culties it / Young workers&e active in trade unions and other
mass orgaenisations and h@ their place among the front-line
fighters for the cause Vthe working class. By far most students
participate in elect é for the leading bodies of their asso-
ciations. The stud ovement has a single organisation enjoy-
ing appreciable ige.
The crisi reates problems which new alignments of young
men and womem t examine and solve. How is the struggle of
jobless yo@md their common front with the working people

to be Or@

changeaa mood among a section of youth? How is the working

ed? How shell we resist in practice an increasingly

class&vemen’c to absorb new categories of young jobless or

seasonal workers (rural youth, young men and women looking for
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a first job, diploma'd specialists who cannot find 2 jdW), who
are particularly vulnerable to misleading reactionary propagan-
da?

We attach great importance to the solution of\these prob-
lems, the growth of militant youth alignments and the coordi-
nation of their efforts. Young working peoplef8ycooperation
with the trade unions and municipalities, tWe.work of factory
youth commissions and the setting up of spo¥is sections, cul-
tural and leisure time groups within theix framework are
unquestionably useful. We also use an ©¥ganisational form of
school life like pupils' societies for"™the same ends.

The chief condition forgtie steedy ecxpansion and correct
orientation of the youth m@wement/is to increase the share in
it of young workers and younmg werking people generally and to
ensure that they join inercagimgly in sociaml and political
struggles. The KNE proposalsgnto step up the activity of young
workers in defending their rxight to work are in harmony with
the progremme adopted by, the 11th CPG Congress. Everyday ac-
tions in support of the working people's immediate demands
and for easing the préssure of the crisis on youth help ad-
vance to deep-goimg, changes.

Our aims are¢ similar in the educational sphere. We ad-
vocate greaterfidSmocracy, principles of instruction directly
meeting theypepple's needs, enrichment of the content of
studies with'larxist scientific thought as far as possible,

' and regiftahce to reactionary theories.
.Iouth actions of the past decade are an impressive "pre-

history" of the unity of action'and militant cooperation of
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their progressive organisations, first of all the KNE dnd PASOK1
youth. This prehistory has also a positive effect todayy when
we encounter considerable difficulties arising from the govern-
ment's concessions to reactionary forces and a corresponding
change of position by the ruling party's youth organisation.

We go on using every opportunity for joint ac€ion in defence

of peace, against US nuclear missiles, for muclear-free Balkans,
the rights of young servicemen, and so on. Whis sustained
effort, which is in line with the Communigts' consistent policy,
yields some results.

With due regard to the established orientation of the youth
movelment, we seek unity of actionln ;he/work amongggggrgﬁﬁaes,
young workers and students/ The fa¥ther we advance in this
direction, the greater the/potentialities of achieving such
unity on the level of orgenisations as well. We see effective
ideological struggle and independent political action as an
earnest of success. Experiemce has shown that the stronger
our organisation, the greater the possibilities of seeking
unity of the youth mo¥ement and extending our political influ-

ence on it.

Debunking Bourgeois "Ideals"

The complexity and contradictory character of the politi-
cal situationin Greece ard the effects of the capitalist
_growing
economic cxlieis make for the/role of ideology in the class

struggles

1 Penhellenic Socialist Movement, the party now ruling in
Greece.--Ed.
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The tasks set by the ruling class before its ideological
army include the following: keep the young out of political
struggles, cut them off from the advanced forces of thejor-
ganised youth movement and limit the appeal of the movement.
Accordingly, a shrill propaganda campaign has been)launched
which bombards young people with such calls as "Defend your in-
dependence from parties”™ or "Keep out of politics". Much
publicity is given to the concept that participation in organ-
ised struggle "suppresses the freedom and personality of young
people®. The main purpose of the campaign is, of course, to
alienate youth from Communist policy amdyideology, from social-
igt ideals, and to undermine the infiluence of the KWE.

Neoliberalism, offercd as._a means of "improving” the con-
dition of youth under capifalism,, s now the chief component of
the ideological aggression’ of thevGreek ruling class. The
“Buropean ideal®, intended towconvince youth that capitalist
integration within the EEC/is improving the quality of life,
is likewise being advertised. This is fully disproved by the
grave consequences of our“country's entry into the EEC, first
of all massive unemployment among youth.

Anti-Sovietism.and anti-communism, which are virtually
reaction's principal "ideals"™ and are spread through thousands
of channels, form the common basis for all bourgeois and re-
visionist treAads hostile to the younger generation. A most
important standing task of our ideological activity is to
regist them by shoﬁing the achievements of existing socialism,

egpeciglly in the field of youth's rights.



11.

Reformist attempts to alter the orientation of the Progres-
sive youth movement have been plentiful in rocant yeardh Reformists
want the movement to become a "movement of particig@tuon™ in
the new institutions established under the presenigovernment
to assist the authorities. The Communists in no way minimise the
opportunities of meeting the working people'sg @Bmands offered
by the democratic gains made to date. Indeed;®they emphasise
their significance and insist on greater participation by
youth in govermment bodies, the educatidu@il system and general-
iy in all institutions concerned with %€ solution of problems
important to the young.

Young Communists are in@Be forefront of the defenders of
democratic achievements agdifst €Acroachments from reactionary
forces. At the same timesthey fise their ideology to fight back
those who make participation @i”end in itself running counter
to the general economic and peolitical interests of the working
people. We are fighting agednst this perverted logic also because
it dovetails with the welM-~known old opportunist concept of a
gradual transition toggocialism through structural reforms
under the existing @gstem, which actually implies renunciation of
revolutionary chafges.

The deterigipetion of the environment and the quality of
life, the inegumlity of women and other population groups-—-
problems whifh "the crisis is aggravating--add to discontent
emong youthh and generate a trend towards radicelisation of a
notable«segtion of them while at the same time confronting us

with newyideological tasks. Revisionists describe the people's



struggle over these issues as rivulets of a "daily revélWtion”
that will allegedly replace the anti-imperialist, anfdsmonopoly
stream. They attach independent significance to sucfi¥ssues,
which they consider in isolation from their clasg sources. We,
however, try to respond from a Marxist-Leninist &tandpoint to
all that agitates youth. We want to convince ¥Oung people that
their actions in various spheres must merged{with the main lines
of the anti-imperialist, anti-monopoly stfuggle for real changes.

We have already gained emple experience in this respect.
As for, say, the environment, the chiefWrole in this matter
does not belong to individual Senvironmentsal groups®™ but to the
mass organisations of working people involving youth as active
participants. We use many forms,0f.,action for specific aims,
including protest mérches, ralliés, and petitions to the
government demending that it take steps against the monopolies
that are polluting the environment.

On the basis of Marxism-Leninism and CPG policy, young
Communists make an in-depth study of new problems facing the
youth movement and exflese opportunist trends. Loyalty to Marx-
ist principles doesfnot move us awey from youth but constantly
enables us to win($hem over to our side.

We give nmugh attention to cultursl problems and the young-
er generation's way of life. A handful of monopolies control
over 80 per dent of all musicel productions and films in
Greece. Th€ xuling class invests a large amount of political
and econemic capital in this. It showers young people With

pseudomasterpieces of imperialist "mass culture®, specimens
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of the “"American Way of life®™, cosmopolitan and irrational ideas.
At the same time the ruling class uses liberal bourgeoisqeconcepts
of "aesthetic pluralism®™, elitism, "art for the select¥ %® in-
fluence progressive youth, zbove all students and intellectuals.
It extols the theories of Fischer, Garaudy and othe® opportunists.

Young Communists attach great importance to _the advancement
of a mass progressive cultural movement among yOubth. Froceeding
from the activity of the CPG in this field, we) popularise the
best achievements of the progressive culturé“ef the Greek people
and other peoples, thereby helping safeguard young people against
bourgeois brainwashing.

The KNE-Odighitis festivalf which "@8nnually draws hundreds
of thousands of young people, &s,2 majgor political and cultural
event and an important contribution %o the education of the
people. We publish books and periodicals. Our proposals for the
founding of youth clubs gndl waorkers' cultural groups and for the
utilisation of other forms ofycollective cultural activity and
artistic creation are put into practice by municipalities,
trade unions and youth organisations. We see this effort as a
means of helping young‘men and women evolve a militant and
optimistic attitude te Aife and of bringing more and more of them
into the working people's organised movement.

The Communigt Youth of Greece is the most influential politi-
cal alignment of young people. It is the only one to be repre-
sented as an o¥ganisation in the sphere of labour. Among students,
an associationy enjoying KNE support has held a leading place ever
since 1975% During elections for the administrative council of
student associations; one in three students votes for it. Our orga-
nisation wields similar influence in secondary schools. Opportunist

groups are operating on the margin of the youth movement.
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To be sure, there is no question of resting on our laurels.
Extreme manifestations of the crigis, such as drug sddietion,
corruption or increased fascist activity, limited as fhey may be,
should not be underrated. We uphold the view that the best res-
ponse to all this is to further the youth movementi\for unity
of action.

Last year the KNE celebrated the 15th anniwersary of its
activity, carried on in the most diverse com@itions: in
struggle against a military fascist dictatomship and agsinst
the Right, and then, after the accessionsof the present govern-
ment to power in 1981, in a new, more fawourable situation.
Under the ideological and political guidance of the Communist
Party our organisation is extemdingwrelations with youth,
primarily young workers.

Equipped with the deeigions 6f the Third KNE Congress,
young Communists are lodking ahead with optimism but also with
a sense of great responsibility in view of the important tasks
and new problems arising frem the struggle for the interests
of the working class and the people as a whole. We realise the
need to play a vanguafd wrole among youth more effectively in
order to énsure that, they participate still more vigorously
in the popular mowement for peace and real change in favour of
democracy and s@cialism--goals set by the Communist Party of

Greece.
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CIA URDERTAKING

Moscow. February 24. TASS. Commenting today.,on the ro-
called international youth conference which is{$e be held next
April in Jamaica under a Washington script, the,national daily
Pravda described the planned event as "an updertaking of the
C.I.A." The mesnagers of the American fundsy which provide the
money for the preparation of that "Tropicad holiday," make no
bones about admitting that the conference will in fact represent
a provocative "counter-festival" to discredit the forthcoming
12th World Festival of Youth and Students in Moscow.

Washington's unsuccessfulvattempts to frustrate major
international forums in socialist countries, Pravda said, are
nothing new. Suffice it to mecall, the ill-famed boycott of the
Moscow Olympics in 1980. ‘This time, too, the U.S. secret ser-
vices, which stand behind the scenes of preparations for the
Jemaica "festival," are following their old pattern.

But if one still looks for anything new in the latest
undertaking, Pravda said further, one will find it in "the
sharply increased share of political cynicism in respect of one
of the underdeveloped‘countries of the region. The blood of the
demonstrators, who wers shot during recent massive protests
against the diktat(of the International Monetary Fund and the
American transnational corporations that act in collusion with
it, has not yet,dried in the streets of Jamaican cities. Financ-
ial capital on that occasion failed to find money to help
Jamaica and,stebilize prices on its domestic market. While to-
day tens of{millions of dollars appear to be available to pay
for the festival tinsel, arrange tours by the most popular West-
ern groups,and try and bribe figures of the youth movement

from capitalist and developin%P;ogztrigsB" - )
avda, February . Summary.

.
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WHO IS BEHIND JAMAICA CONFERENCE

Y. Alexeyev

"Participation, development, peace” - such is the mottc of
the International Youth Year proclaimed by thesUnited Nations.
But the forces of the Right try to use theSe noble aims for
splitting the international youth movement. ™ The conference of
the youth of the "free world", scheduled %g,be held in Jamaica
this April, is bound to serve this purpose, too.

X X an

So Washington has decided to hold an international youth
conference of "free world" gountries in Jamaica.

Why that country? Isn't it because the White House has
chosen it as a showcase .0f Reagonomics in the Caribbean? Or
because Reagan's "programme for democracy" is aimed at the develop-
ing countries in general? It.is here that Washington is planning
to implant the American way of life and its "freedoms". The tiny
island state in the Caribbean is only just beginning to taste its
fruits. And the following are the conclusions it has made.

The very word "democracy" uttered by those who have wrecked
the democratic process.in Jamaica by depriving almost 180,000
young people of the woting right, says the Jamaican newspaper
Daily Gleaner, soumds insulting, while "the inability to change
the situation is'making Jamaica a shameful example for the rest
of the world and for the Jamaicans each time when democracy is
mentioned. It may be added that a quarter of the country's popula-
tion are jobless, with the figure rising to half in Kingston.

Early this year thousands of the country's people went into
the streets of cities to protest against the nakedly pro-imperial-
ist and pro-American policy of the government, which has for all



wednesday, March 6,1985 -2= i

intents and purposes exposed Jamaica to foreign capitald

The aims of the conference reflect Reagan's ideas oem the
forcible inculcation of American-style "democracy". The task
is being set of "protecting the values of the free worid" and
of struggling against "totalitarian regimes", among which they
include the Soviet Union and‘igggitries of the sgeialist com-
munity, as well as national liberation movementsy

What about the methods used in preparing,the conference in
Jamaica?0On instructions from Washington it has, been found
advisable to invite to the conference "fighters for democracy"
from among... Cuban and Nicaraguan countep-revolutionaries,
from the anti-socialist counter-revolutionary emigre rabble of
Poland and Czechoslovakia,

This is an act of "psychological war", which the sponsors
of the Jemaica conference are{seeking to present as a noble
undertaking of the International Youth Year. Even bourgeois
unions, including some conservative youth organisations of
NATO countries, are shunning this"venture. Leading youth or-
zanisations of Jamaica stated(they would boycott the conference.
And at one of the sittings of the national committee for the

ternational Youth Year in Jamaica the hosts had to admit
that the conference of "free worlid" youth had in fact no rela-
tion to the Youth Year.

Judging from Westerm newspaper reports, preparations for
the "conference” in Jamaica are the business of an "interna-
tional secretariat”{ Is that really so? Until recently there
has not been such @ssecretariat - everything was orchestrated
from Washington., To put an end to puzzled queries from wWest
Europeans, the meén in Washington decided to create a semblance
of democracy,3uffice it to say that members of the so-called
"internation&l Becretariat" represent no countries, no peoples
and no organisations. Still they make bpold to speak on behalf
of the whole of Africa, Asia and Europe. For example, Africa in
it is represented by a Senegalese who has quarelled with all
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youth organisations of his country. A certain Uzi Landausof
Israel, who has been made to represent ... the Middle Eaft

(?1), has said without mincing matters that the conferemce will
mark a milestone in uniting right-wing forces in the struggle
egainst "international terrorism™, which he claims 4s practised
by Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian patriots. A Briton, Steve
Morrison, from the right-wing conservative association called
"The Democratic Students of Europe," has stated Bhat the con-
ference on Jamaica is a "beacon of hope" for sthe young supporters
of big business and anti-communism.

The sponsors of the Jamaica affair haWe not held a gingle
consultation or meeting on a genuinely dém6cratic basis. They
have usurped the right to decide which Fouth or student organi-
sation may be called democratic,or not#j.and in which country.

Practically all influential international associations of
democratic youth have condemnedWashimgton's unsavoury idea:
the World Federation of Demgeratic Youth, the International
Union of Students, the Intérmational Union of Socialist Youth,
the Pan-African Youth Movement ;'the Latin American Continental
Student Organisation, tHe Arab . Student Union, and others. The
criminal plans of imperialismware being exposed by many national
organisations of youth and students. A number of liberal US
organisations and a large group of youth and student associa-
tions from other NATO counfries have decided against participat-
ing in it.

The facts are coming to light, showing that American spe-
cial services are beéhind the forthcoming meeting in Jamaica.
Thus, an article cafried in 1982 in the New York Times, report-
ed that Charles Wick, USIA director, instructed an intelligence
expert from the\National Centre for Strategic Studies,
R.Godson, who, formerly was an assistant to CIA director William
Casey, to give his assessment of the youth situestion throughout
the world amd "to recommend the US ways and means of opposing
Soviet prepsganda. A publication by the National Alliance of
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Youth workﬁgggﬁgge{%c 3v§§§§? f@§§,033§§r3hat as a result of
the work done by this "expert" there was a strange zigzag in
the plans regarding the International Youth Year; USIA political
appointees set about exploring the possibilities of using the
U.S. Committee for the International Youth Year for their
purposes. Concerning this, the Gannet News service reported
that R.Godson has very insignificant experience(inm dealing
with youth problems. He has instead very extensive knowledge in
the sphere of intermational intelligence and.spy recruiting. He
is the author of two books an ysing reguirements. to intelli-
%%%%%Si; %%% §5§i%§3 %%:gC%%Jﬁga%%%i%iiggiggﬁgggzigﬁiommission
for the International Youth Year is the brain child of Godson
and the USIA and also of the US Youth Council (USYC).

Part of the funds is being made available to the USYC
directly from the Natiomal Centre for Strategic Studies to
recruit young people for the Purposes of national intelligence,
to search for friendly students from other countries who would
agree to work for the American intelligence community.

Hence one can understand the desire of the USYC leadership
to distance itself from those youth organisations of the country
which showed sincere intentions to take part in events of the
UN Youth Year. "We have had several meetings in order to estab-
lish cooperation, but have mot received any reply from them,

We have given written recommendations and offered our assistance,
all to no avail," A.Shermen, managing director of the youth
organisation Camp Fire, complained about the USYC and the
American commission/for the International Youth Year in the

USA, set up on its basis,

Godson and the USIA's protégés are far from the problems
of the young generation of America. Apparently they have decid-
ed to use the Youth Year to obtain support for President
Reagan's foreign policy, for the deployment of American missiles
in Burope and for the USA's interference in Central America's
affairs. This is how the Washington Fost has determined the aims
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of the trips of the USYC delegation to foreign countries. The
funds earmarked for the holding of the Youth Year, theusame
paper reported, are used for foreign trips by Americam represen-
tatives, mainly to Western Europe and Caribbean countries. The
aim of such trips is to arrange briefings on interpreting the
motto "Participation, Development, Peace,"

In light of this American activity which is far from be-
ing in accord with the goals and tasks of the/Imternational
Youth Year, proclaimed by the UN, one can understand the mean-
ing of Heagan's speeches to the effect that the Jamaica meeting
deserves resolute support,

Indicative in this respect is the Way Washington's right-
ists interpret the topic of peace. Theldraft Kingston Declara-
tion of Principles prepared by them states far snd wide that
universal peace can be based only on the "loyalty to and de-
fence of freedom, on the valfies and institutions of free and
democtatic societies.” They interpret freedom and democracy in
such a way that peace can be ensured only through the destruc-
tion of socialism. Such /conclusions are based on the following
arguments. They say that socialist society has no political
pluralism and rules out opposition hostile to it. Hence, they
argue, it excludes "the right to free choice! That is why so-
cialism does not ensure {pure democracy" and threatens peace in
conditions of "freedom",

The discussion on this issue, a dialogue and a quest for
the ways of the joint ensurance of peace and international se-
curity are not plenped by the sponsors of the Jamaica meeting.
They fear such a/dialogue because they kmow that arguments are
not in their favour. Such apprehensions, incidentally, determine
the choice ofy "guests”,

Washingbon has preferred not a discussion, but pressure in
advance on its'allies end partners so that they would not ques-
tion too much the text of the prepared declaration. They fear
that somg'of the delegates from allied countries will speak in
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favour of the principles of mutual relations between gtates as
sealed in the Helsinki Final Act. Or, they fear, that someone
will express sincere concern that the power of big /buginess is
hidden behind the democratic envelope of formal equality before
the law,

Jamaica is not waiting for freedom fightews either. In this
case the sponsors of the Jamaica meeting do not. stand for
"pluralism". The invitation of patriots of Ni¢aragua, El Salva-
dor, South Africa, Nomibia and other count# 88 would run counter
to their designs ag well as to the provisichs of
the declaration of the so far unconvened meeting in Kingston
which already accuses national liberatiom movements of terrorism.
The conference itself has been Gonceived as a rally of "contras".

another question arises:,does this correspond to the plat-
form of the Youth Year whichyis being held by the UN? The refusal
of non-governmental youth organigations associated with the UN
system and of specialized,UN agéneies to participate in this
vain venture can serve aS,thejsanswer to this question. There is
reason to believe that UNMofficials will disassociate themselves
from the conference.

Some leaders of West4Eufopean bourgeois unions are
involved in the convocatioR’ of this meeting of reactionary forc-
es, in this s ¥enture so unpopular in Europe and on
other continents. Thifsway they have violated the commitments
taken earlier to obgérve the Declaration of the Principles of
All-European Cooperation of Young People and Students.

Conservatives dominate among the not numerous organiza-
tions of Westerm Earope backing the Jemaica conference. Who
will go to Jamaica from West Germany? The CDU/CSU Junge Union
and revenge-seeking unions of the "expelleeg

One sheuld recall that during the "cold war" the US reac-
tionary cipeles, relying on conservative leaders in the youth
movement, sSet up the World Assembly of Youth and turned it into
their mouthpiece. In those years, being prompted by the CIA,
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the Assembly held quite a few conferences of the youth of the
"free world".

Officially that organization was to meet the demamds of
the youth. Actually, however, its actions were determined by
such organizations as the USYC and were directed at. fomenting
anti-communist sentiments. This organization served as imperia-
lism's tool of the ideological and political struggle against
the Soviet Union and countries of people's demoecracy, ardently
surportaed the imperialist and neocolonialist/policy of Western
countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America,»snd carried out
subversive activity in the intermational democratic youth move-
ment. After scandalous exposures of the ties between the leader-
ship of the World Assembly of Youth and the CIA, the most influ-
ential and large organizations of African and Latin American
youth and then West European nationsgl youth committees with-
drew from it. The World Assembly of Youth has suffered a
complete failure.

The pro-imperialist International Student Conference establish-
ed in 1950 through the CIA's efforts to counterbalance the
International Union of Students; was an instrument of the "cold
war" in the international student movement. The activity of the
International Student Confere%%ily depended on monopoly capital
and the CIA's money which game through a number of American
foundations. Those funds were used for collecting intelligence
information, for bribing some student leaders and for the sub-
versive activity in /fhe international democratic students’
mwovement., Like the

World Assembly of Youth, this organization ceased to exist after
sensational exposures of the links between its leaders and
the CIA.

This short historical account shows that Washington's
attempts to set up the fifth column in the youth movement are
not something new. What is new in the approach by the US ad-
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ministration is the stake on the extreme rightist forces and
also the attempt to use the UN flag for its purposes.

The splitting activities of reactionaries will certainly
suffer a fiasco, will lead to still greater isolation of the
right-wing-conservative forces in the youth movement, primarily
to the isolation of their leaders in the United States.

The holding of the youth meeting in Jamaica in the Interna-
tional Youth Year could be only greeted if it served the cause
of peace, the aims and tasks of the Youth Year proclaimed by
the United Nations, if it contributed to the solution of
the problems facing young people and students. However, the
events around this meeting testifies to the fact that the noble
goals of the International Youth Year are obviously being used
to the detriment of peace and the interests of young people,
including the young generation of Jamaica.

(Eomsomolskaya Pravda, March 6. In full.)

THE END
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STAGING A FARCE
E. Kavelina

The United Nations has declared 1985 the Intermational
fouth Year. 1Is it not a good opportunity to take a closer 100k
at the rising generation and think about its future and, con-
sequently, about the fundamental right of all peopie to live in
peace?

iL.et us open the UN programme of measures’)and actions for
the preparation and holding of the International Youth Year.
It says in no vague terms that the, aim of the efforts made
withir the framework ¢f the Internatiomal Youth Year is to
searcn for ways and means of emnsuring useful application o! *“he
energy, enthusiasm and creative abilities of young people in
tackling the probiems of nationalidevelopment, international co=-
operation and the maintenahce of world peace. It seemed that
that was how the UN membericountries interpreted the motto of
the International Youth Year: "Participation, Development and
Peace." However, it is nowdbetoming clear that not all of them
understood it that way.

Here is another document. It has been published with the
UN emblem and the UN moffo on its cover by those who are stag-
ing "an international sweiith conference," which is to open in
Jamaica on Aprii =. ,The aim of the conference, the document
says, 1s tec unite dynamic youth leaders from Europe, North
America, Africa, Asia, Australia and Latin America for the pur-
pose of studying and discussing ways of safeguarding and conso-
lidating the values of free society and also setting up appro-
priate institutions and finding ways of promoting these values.

Sounds miece. doesn't it, but what does it mean? The facts
serve to show that . the organisers of the Jamaica forum want to
use the UN initiative as a cover for their efforts to divide
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the rising generation into two warring camps. No wonder thev
said that there should be no "Reds" at the international youth
conference in Jamaica and that it was open only to "repreSen:-
atives of the free and democratic world." According to ‘the
organisers of the Jamaica conference, E1l Salvador and Lhile are
“demcocratic countries,” while Nicaragua and Cuba are not. Ac
might be expected no youth organisations in the socialist count-
ries have been invited to the conference. Errol Anderson, head
of the Jamaica conference organising committee, gtated in the
committee's tabloid Countdown that the committeel's secretariat
nad ruled that the Soviet Union was not a democratic state and
decided to invite only dissidents from the Eastern bloc count-
ries.

What are the values which the erganiSers of the Jamaica con-
ference want to promote?

Photographs showing endless, lines of unemployed youth wait-
ing for some job are the usual aceompaniment to articles pub-
lished in the bourgeois press @bout.the rising generation. Young
people account for a half of, the unemployed in the West. The
situation in the developing countries is even more tragic. As
many as 70 per cent of the unempleyed there are under 24. It is
unemployment that causes particular anxiety of the United Na-
tions. Perass de Cuellar, the.UN Secretary-General, said that
unemployment was a major economic and social problem facing
young people. The situation is aggravated by the wasteful arms
race, which imperialism issimposing on the werid. The military-
icdustrial complex robs students, young workers and their fami-
lies. Une has every reason to ask here whethe che organisers
of the Jamaica confefrence want to "safeguard" uramployment,
illiteracy, oppresdion, racism, hunger and poverty.

The US Youthy,Council began to embody it into life. Here
young republicanS,from the party of President Reagan play first
fiddle. Incidemtally, not oniy the USYC worked out the details
of the assembly in Jamaica. To recall a fact of recent history,
1t was this,organisation that in 1968 was exposed as having
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links with the CIA,

Ir the United States itself the American commission for
International Youth Year is called the creation of Godson and the
US Information Agency, as well as of the US Youth Council con-
trolled by them. The New York Times replied to the question of
who Godson is. On the eve of Youth Year USIA direchor C. Wick,
reported the newspaper, had asked intelligence expert E,_Godson
of the National Centre for Strategic Studies (previously assist-
ant to CIA director W. Casey) to assess the youth situation in
the world. So Godson must have contributed to/the elaboration
of the American approach to International Youth Year. The reople
there outright disassociated themselves from the problems of the
youth of America itself, and wholly occupied themselves with
journeying abroad. The aim: to win suppory, for the foreign po-
licy course of President Reagan, the deployment of American mic-
siles in Europe and US intervention irfithe affairs of Centra_
America. This is the evaluation given by the Washington Post

to the first steps of the American fLommission for Youth Year,

Hence the pathos of the'speeches of the US President him-
self. In a recent prociamation 6n International Youth Year he
directly appealed to the US youth everywhere to publicise the
American way of life and to bénthe proud ambassadors of national
interests. The opportunity nresents itself, he stressed, thanks
to the people of Jamaica: certainly because, he might have
added, the Jamaican confefemce is the favourite brainchiid of
Washington. Back last gimmer at a meeting of representatives of
the national commissiom for Youth Year the President had unambi-
guously declared that the conference in Jamaica deserved the re-
solute support of freedomloving people everywhere...

And support 4id come, very generous at that. Washington
donated a miilion“dellars for the organisation of this get-
together. Unden its pressure other governments too, in particu-
lar of Great Britain and the Federal Republic of Germany, took a
decision to +subeidise the trips of their delegations to Jamaica.
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US air lines are prepared to deliver a significant number of de-
legates there free of charge.

The Jamaican conference is to end with the establishment of
an alliance of pro-American "youth leaders of the free world."
As conceived by Washington, it will be the one that will under-
mine the unity of the youth of different countries and conti-
nents.

"An undisguised attempt to split the international youth
movement” - this is how the preparation of a "conference" in
Jamaica has been assessed by the International Union of Students.
The World Federation of Democratic Youth has ‘described it as a
"component part of the global anti-democratic policy of Washing-
ton and its allies."” The "conference" represents a bid to put
together an "alternative" youth organisation that would serve
imperialism and reaction. Its aims and objectives have nothing
in common with the real interests of youth and students and are
at variance with the basic principles of the UN. Such is the
opinion of the majority of youth associations.

(S8ovetskaya Rossia, April 3. Abridged.)
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TEARNING COMMUNISM AS LENTIN BADD US
V.Mishin, First Secretary of the YCL Central

Committee

After studyinz one of the draft resolutions Q& the 11th
Party conference in December 1921, Ienin nadgeawremark on the
nreparation of new Party members through thggidmsomol, which
remsins topical up to now. Said he: "T beldeve stricter conditions
should be laid...to make sure that the mélgers of the YCL ad-
mitted to membership of the Party have,{@@rst, really studied
seriously and learnt something, and sdfendly, that they have a
long record of serious practigal wofke{econonic, cultural,
etics )"

The Communist Party brinzgfon it shouncer generation conscien-
tiously and diligently, infWenimiE“style, equipping the Komso-
mol with the Inowledge afd experience of the older generations.
Party zuidance is an ifwigorabimg source of the Komsomol's
strength, an earnest g% all §f its achievements, and a reliable,
tine-tested guarantee of #¥N@yrevolutionary continuity of genera-
tions.

It is a symbolic Fag@mbnat it was on the eve of the c0th
snniversary of the coffsrment of Lenin's name on the YCL that
the Central Committge o: the CPSU adopted a resolution on further
improving Party suicafice of the Xomsomol and on increecsing its
role in the comnyWst upbringing of the youth.

The tasl:s setWly the Party before the Komsomol have been
proapted by lide,itself, by the essential needs of the
development df Soviet society which is vitally interested in
bringing ofigy,. the young people who, as Comrade Konstantin
Chernenkofered, will not waver, and will not succurb under
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the burden of historicel responsibility for the destinigs
of the couatry, for the destinies of socialism and peacey wWho
woulc. not only master the experience of the older gererations,
but would also enrich it with their own accomplishments.

The Komsomol tales pride in the high Party assegsment of
1ts sctivities, fully shares the Party's views on_the short-
comings in the Komsomol's worii, and has a clear idea on the
weys and means of their removal. In line with(the Party's
demand, the YCL committees see %o it that the "Ectivities of
each primery organization should conform as much as possible
to the complicated and responsible tasks of 'the perfection of
ceveloped socialisn.

1s

Iebour has been and remains te b amfinmutable foundation of
the education of the younz citizensiol socialist society. The
educational process today 8 Inseparable from the active
participation o younz imemw and *momen in the worl of product-
ion collectives and in 4he”implementation of ey economic
tasis.

The majority of our youmg deople work honestly and
conscientiously, ieeling personal responsibility for the
country's nerformance, &ng beine fully awere of their civice
duty. A vigorous wori-effort of the youn: people in honour
of the 60th anniversary, of the conferment of Ienin's nane
on the YCL has becoiéa new example of heroism 1n mass every-

day worli.

A passive attdbude to wori and public activities, individual-

ism, lacl: of discipline and reluctance to work where it is
necessary forso€iety, which are current among a certain part
of the youthyare 2ll the more intolerable against the back-
ground of pright, meaningful life and enthusiastic work of
nillions itwen millions of the young people of today.

i e s
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Komsomol organizations do not always use the means Wwhich
they have at their disposal for iving a 300l scoldigagy o
slaclkers bursting with health, to idle chatterboxeSy ‘anc
to those who like to hide behinc the back of others or to
live on their tencer-hearted parents, and for crgatiang an
atmosphere of intolerance around slipshod worlsl®, around
those who infrinse on lebour ciscipline and gawound other moral-
17 handicapped people. ICL committees oltemplack an ability to
see the sources of negative phenomena in Fhe life of the youth,
an¢. to uproot what impedes our acvance.

A dyneamic growth of the youth's shefepan social production
necessitates all-rounc advancement offlabour education, anc.
the conversion of the sphere oimldabgur’into the sphere ol nould-
ing civic qualities in the pérsonality.

Quite a few difficultiegfsfill s¥and in the wey of solv-
ing these tasks. Due to 1ldeg® of @eorcdination in the activities
of different organizatiQas) whieh tate part in the education
of the younz workers, #WOrl coldectives feil to use in full
their potentialities in Theficld of education. Educational
work with young people at »roduction is frequently replaced
with petty tutelage, and 19 far from always being a purpose-
ful and systematic progeSg. The blame for this situation pri-
merily rests with Xom§0M6l orgenizations.

At the same time,"lle manacers oi enterprises end heads
of organisations, Ministries and departments must have a
higher sense of rg€ponsibility for the educational implicat-
ions of procduct@en activities. We must vigorously combat the
practice«of indd vildual menazers usinz young people's enthusiasm
in their own,Se¥fish interests, when youns people are used to
rectify the(falilts resultinz from inefficiency.
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No> should we tolerate
e

enterprises youn- people eare not trusted with mocerdy
tecinolosy and when competent youi specialists and§stillec
youn_ vorlers are consicered "epprentices" for a long time.

M1 orrenisations coancernec xust see TO it that @¥ery enterprise

every collective and state Iarih anc every resga®h institution
creates, as the Party demands, broac opportyMities for young
neople's initiative.

Thepe ig reason 0 believe that the def@gion to ilntroduce
len

tvy shop superintencenty@Bd deputy head or

Cu

the nost of 2

-

erprise in charﬁe of ecducational work

ury
an orsenisation or en
is warrentec. This 1ractlce wugt be Zoewotel in every possible

war. The practice of senior wOMEErs ta:in; charze of and assu-
ins responsibility for junigNgForyer® has a great role to

nlay in ensurins continuity @ refleYations and promoting the

tnalitions of shoch worl.ofP mustWie elevated to the status o=

e. ;ajcr institution of gocdial WpLrin

4=

onportunities for COl@ysSo-

o o DAL PP,
Speating

about the proo¥chy of worl ecucation oi youn(
people, ore cannot omit gengion of the problens related
to the activities of segemfary schools, institutions of
nizher ecucation and vlbc&tional schools. Homsomol organisat-
ions sre varticipatisms In the imwlementation of the school
refor: with a sensego® responsibility. They are seeliing to ma.e
their contributiopW@ the efforts to linl: education to pro-
cuction, enhance e educational role of school apprenticeship
teens and. the gdiectiveness oI stucdents' summer worl practice
and improve v@cational -uicance.

An efficMent and well thousht-out system is needed in worl:
education @fFouns peodle and everyone nust be interested in
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contributing to the cause. There is a wice range or piP€lens
that must be solved without delay. There 1s still aSmort-
aze of toys which help children acquire basic woriNsifills and
an interest in sophisticated modern technolozy. The range
of mzterials that can be used by children in th&ur creative
endeavour is extremely narrow. Little progresgiigs veen
made
and ecuipment specially designed for teenafgrs.

In fermulating the guidelines for the L@yntry's develop-
ment, the Party is pinning Ttig hopes on(young people's
sizills, initiative and enthusiasm. Thi@¥must bde inculcated

in supplying school epprenticeship teaBgitih tools

in the mind cf every youn; pergon ang aew eflective methods
of lzoour educstion of young feeplegsiaduld be found.
23

The mou'.ding of the Mar¥¥si-ILeninist cutlook of the
world in youth, the devel@flent, Of their avility to under-
stand political events @nY) théNgrtimulation of their desire
to learn the science off, revoltionary action and study the
current problems of the CoMffmist Party's home and foreign
policy occupy a special plage in the Xomsomol's activities.
The decisions of the 26gh,Party Congress and the subsequent
plenuns of the Soviet €ommunist Party Central Comuittee had
e favourable influenge On that process.

However, this wogzEs€till lacks consistency, souncdness of
Judgement and deptMggThere are still cases of formalism and
over-organisation¥ Emphasis must be shifted to an independent,
thorouzh and cofisistent study by young peopnle of Marxism-
Leninism anc ful¥er use of the vast opnortunities inherent
in politicalqliterature, television and radio. Political
education gfmyoung people must be more closely linked to
vocational§iraining and be an organic part of the general
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system of personnel training and re-training end, in the
long term, be included in the seneral system of contipuous
education.

Lecturers, ralliers and specialists in opoliticelQ@PFfairs
cen do a great deal in telling the nass of young peeople the
trubh about our life and imparting the optimism of socialist
reality. Meetings of Party anc governnent officihgls with young
people, which have pecome traditional in manyspepublics,
territories and regions of the country, areladso of great
political and educational importence. Gettimg first-hand
infornation, so to speak, young people become more involved
in - the affairs of the state and reallsSg/fo a fuller extent
their responsibility for a common causes

The moulding of a world outliook i@ young people is talking
place in an atmosphere of ingense f@sological struggle. Young
people are the main targeto¥ imperialist ideological sub-
version. Imperialism is cOnftietMg a fierce offensive on
young people's minds angd hearpe, Usin; the most sophisticated
methods and the nost adwanhced technical facilities. The
arsenals of our enemile®, ingluge malicious slander on socizl-
ist reality, falsification 6f history, propaganda of the
Western way of life andeadyocacy of non-involvement in
political affairs, scefffiicism, the lacl of principles, and
consumerism.

The Party is urgfmg the Komsomol to ma:e its work with
young people moregwizorous and up-to-date. Committed to the
traditions of Boighevism, we realise that we should not be
afreid of discussingz controversiazl problems at Komsomol
neetings, in §oung people's political clubs, in students'
social clubgebr at places of recreation. It is bad when such
debates tal8gyplace in smoking rooms and backyards and at
zathering® which are out of Komsomol control and influence
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and. are not as harmless as they might seem, where the toneg
is set not by a political fighter of the Young Communist
Ieazue but by a philistine, cdenagogue, grumbler or pergoms
fonc. of slandering our reality, who take their cue froa
foreign slancerers.

The Soviet Communist Party Central Committee's mesplut-
ion "On the Further Improvement of Party Leadershdpiof the
Komsomol and the Enhancement of Its Role in the{Uommunist
Upbringing of Youth" says that Lenin's historige™eall to the
youth "to learn communism," which he made in™ his
speech a2t the Third Komsomol Congress, is ¥eeominz in-
creasingly topical in the present situationy

It is the duty of the YCL's centgal afid local committees
to ensure that a2ll primary organigations/@evelop their acti-
vities on the basis of our polipicel and ideological principl-
es, young people lknow how to apply Jlérxism~Ieninism in their
daily lives, YCL lecturers seund céfivincing, and membership
neetings, the YCL press and™@L imspectorate groups help young
people perceive the triumphWef gocial justice and foster
collectivist morality.

Preparations for the 12th4Wofld Youth and Students Festival
promote the education of yoUl@ men and women in the spirit of
internationalisii,

In prevaring to : marijf$he 40th anniversary of the Soviet
people's victory over w82l Germany, YCL committees are work-
ing for YCL members ama non-affiliated young men and women
to emulate the revolutfonary, combat and labour exploits of
the past generaticng #f the Party and the peonle.

Relyinz on thesexperience amassed, the YCL will continue to
foster younz peovle's love of the homeland and respect of its Ammed
Faces and to se@ to it that educated young men, strong physic-
ally and mature™politically and morally, come to serve
in the arny,.
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With the assistance of otner organisations, the YCL

Central Committee intends to five young men greater opplrtu-

1ities to go in for the sports that will help them i@ ¥he army.
ig time to think of opening more cadet schools and using

retired army officers as instructors.

YCL committees have not yet concentrated on JyeWl: people'’s

leigure time, a scene of the struggle of ideags We have not

o)
vet done all we could to invest with Soviet ,gSOcialist
content, such things of special interest tgigouth as fashion
and music.
The YCIL must devobe more attention tamphe moral aspects
le's education and fo thed free time, to help
op recreational and sportsmegcilit¥es, part ticularly
ommunities, and to red€PvmoreVresolutely to things
although appealing tofgpme LOFfWour younsy ceople,
e the interests of (BOclelWe
Tis will be promoteds0¥pa cQprehensive programme Of
worl: amonz children, teghaZerdy énd young people at the place
of residence. The programne fas sponsored by the YCL Central
Committee. It is to be believed that the programme will help
cowbat juvenile deliquengg,¥Crime prevention is becoming
a pressing matter for tae Young Communist League to tackle.
The YCL Central Comfiithtee and the YCL press receive
letters from YCL actiVigts, teachers and instructors saying that
it would be expedieftJto pass a law on young people, setting
forth the duties d@#f®rganisations and officials responsible
for wors: anmong cfildren and teenagers.
Se
The YCL demel®ps activities on the basis of the experience
ccumulated. ©wer decades. The new tasks, formulated by the

0

Party, requir€ = new approach. However. inertia and conservat-
ism stildgP®rsist in this field.
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Talking with army YCL organisers, K.U.Chernenko said @it
YCL orgenisatiocns still try to handle new tasks with tigepmnelp
of outdeted methods. This prevents us Ifrom reacting ilgrtantly
to new trends in the life of young people in order to channel
them in the desired direction.

In fulfilling instructions from the Party, YCL\®mmittees
work for the higher standards of organisation, @rdér and - -
discipline in the League, help YCL members to4be€ome more
resourceiul, and combat red tape, overregimefggtion and
ostentation. It is not moves intended to inpfess people, but
emphasis on the organising and educational™amspects of the
Ieague's daily work that will help everyEFL organisation
make 1its activities more interestim® aad fonstructive.

The success of YCL committeeS 00 evePy level depends in
greet measure on the attentiodGshown in their activities
by Party organisations, whicl@es @Wesolution of the CPSU
Central Committee says, shoulg réd§ on persuasion and comrade-
1y concern, support good Znitiat@wes, teach YCL members and,
to use Lenin's words, to gingedfwp stragglers by exanple,
rather than moralising. Refining the style of work, YCL com-
mittees will learn from the £arty to work creatively, more
efficiently and with naxigum effort.

YCL olficials and milJidhs of YCL activists have an im-
portant role to »nlay in¥fproving the forms and methods of the
League's activities afgstyle of work, YCL organisers carry out
an important commnisd¥fd of the Party. They must rub shoulders
with young people,f, see how they wori and recreate, inow
their sentiments (N®lp them shape their requirenents and to
protect their agfePests.

YCL organis@me and activists have great rights and duties.
It is not only Activists that have duties to discharge. Zvery
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YCL member should know that his honest work will be rewarded
and sluggishness censured.

To meet the demands the Party makes of the League, every
organisation and member of the League should be responsible
for the success of an undertaking, which can be small dbut in-
portant for society.

The Young Communist League spares no effort to impiement
the principles formulated by Lenin. The League is, €elebrating
the anniversaf%?its being given the name of Ieni@i Dy en-
thusiastic worik and by paying more attention tgishortcomings
and unsolved problems. Accepting the honour of Peering the
name of Lenin, the YCL members of the 1920sgpledged to be worth
of that name and kept their promise azainst“all odds. The
Ieague remeins loyal to their vow. @he youllg men and women
of the 1930s will remein as commipgted tOPlenin's cause as
the preceeding generations.

(Pravgad¥y’ Julsw12. In full.)
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