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is taken to mean the quest for the common good, the prpometion of
social justice and civil rights, and the exposure of eorruption
and violation of human dignity; "politics", with a ‘Small p,
signifies the gctivity of individual parties which J®hould not
concern the Church as a religious institution, bu$% which can be
of interest only to the laity as a part of itéWBoff believes
that the Church cannot afford not to take p#Rt in Polities "on
the grand scale", i.e., "it cannot be indifferent in the face
of the justice or injustice of a cause, 4% cannot remain
silent in the face of the peoplems open.exploitation, for there
is no neutrality in Politics on he grand scale: it is either
in favour of changes towardsga more democratic society or for
the preservation of the status que, under which a large part
of the population is marginalised in many countries, as it is
in our country.“12
the attitude of the church hierarchy to
Concerning/human rights, Boff starts from the general theol-
ogical tenet that human dignity is sacred and inviolable. On
the strength of that heléPiticises the Church on some points
and stresses that theSelsre not occasional abuses but practices
dig@sanctive
stemming from the /. church organisation, although the
eontradictions prgdwcing violations of human rights are not in-
herent to the Church itself but subordinate %o processes occur-

ring in the sogiety, and it is there that one should look for

thelir prime ©t&uses and denounce and combat injustice.

2 Leonardo Boff, op. cit., p. 48.
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Among the aspects being eriticised are: first, the (way
elections are held for senior church office, without daywregard
for the opinions of the lower clergy, while the eccleSiastical
authorities, from top to bottom, are in fact imposedwon the
communities at the will of a handful of influential persons.
Second, the fact that the Church discriminetef
against women, who make up more than one~half of the faithful,
with the number of women in religious ordefgten times larger
than that of men, Nevertheless, they are not entitled to hold
any ecclesiastical office, with the exeption of semi-technical
oneé. Third, the virtually inqui§i%orial control over Catholic
publications and the mass media. Fou®th, the Vatican's discipline~
ary practices and doctrine aimé&d &gainst internal "dissidents",
which are long-standing and Incompatible with human rights.

Of most interest to Marxi®t¥ are the ideas of the "libera-
tion theology" on the place and role of the Church in the bour-
geols class society seen frol the historical standpoint. Boff
writes: "In the West andsin Latin America, we live in a society
with an asymmetrical mdd®e of production. It is capitalism,
which is characterisef by the private property in the means of
production held by & permanent minority, ,.. and by an unequal
distribution of thenfinal products of labour. This asymmetrical
mode of production pro@uces a class society with an asymmetrical
distribution #% power, with the classes having divergent interests
and locked %n Pelations of domination... The ruling classes, in

their strategy of hegemony, . want the Church to serve the amplie
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fication, consolidation and legitimation of their dominatdon,
helping them to preserve and legitimate their power... But there
is no fatal inevitability for the Church to adapt itsel® to
those who historically happen to be in power. For thelr part, the
oppressed classes also look to the Church, and it is quite cap-
able of effecting and justifying its break with &he powers that
be and putting itself at the service of the rewolutionary cause.
The faithful will be found on both sides of the barricades,
which is why the Church, inevitably rent by _class conflicts,
can assume either a revolutionary functiong or the function of
consolidating the positions of the clads'sin power. Which of
these two alternatives is chosen.does not depend either on
human will or whim, but on thé.kind of relations the religious
institutions have establishdd with $he various classes in the
course of the 8ocio-histopieal process."13

Until the Medellin meeting, the Church, as s social insti~
tution, remained relatively, united in Latin America and was
invariably on the side of the cppressors. From the early 1960s
on, the renewalists say, h¥storical conditions took shape for
the emergence of a new.church originating in the midst of the
oppressed people, a ghurch reflecting its demands and aspira-~
tions, having madegya "preferential choice in favour of the
poor?, without, Hewever, forgetting its universal mission, that
of “justice fop “all, rights for all, participation for all".
That is why thegrassroots Christian communities have not
closed in pfen’ their narrowly practical and religious interests,

being openA,to everyone who stands for justice, and support ing

thelr strugele.
3 Leonardo Boff, op. cit., pp. 163-164.
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The liberation theologians believe that capitalism, as. a
system, with its prevailing "social asymmetry'", and expnessing
the interests of one class, is an impediment to the Chureh's
"universality", Boff writes: "A democratic and socialist
society offers better objective conditions for the fullest
expression of the catholicity of the Church. ”14 In, ‘other words,
under capitalism the catholicity of the Church offen has a hollow

ring, with the use of the same symbols but withya different con-

tent, depending on class status.

The Pentagon and the Vaticaq_égﬁinst the Renewalists

From the outset, the new religious ppactices and their
theological comprehension were cloSely watched by Washington,
In 1969, President Richard Nixon sent Nelson Rockefeller on
a8 "friendship tour" of latingimeriOlw The result was the "Rocke~
feller Report", which saidftRat €Re modern mass media and edyca-
tion, with their influence on %h® minds of men, have also had a
tremendous impact on the Chured, turning it into a force dedi-
cated to change, and of negesSsity, to revolutionary change. It
urged caution with respeet.to the Latin American Church, which
was bound to infringe dAWS interests, if it acted in accord-
ance with the Medellih decisions.15

mhe Banzer Plads worked out with the direct participation

L

of the CIA was puthinto practice a year later. It bore the name

14 Ibid., Bl 77.

15 Solidamidad, Aportes cristianos para la liberacion, No. 57,
1984, p. 2.
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of the then dictator af Bolivia, and was first applied

only in that country, and then on the scale of the contifent as
provision

a whole. The first / recommends that no attacks ,should be

made against the Church as a religious institution, But only

against its mAre progressive part, while point 7 says: "(Black--

Sebla ) apprehended
A.0., 7/ 1fsted priests should be / in deserted{@%treets or in
agents
the countryside. The / should be in civvies &A@ in taxis taken
16

for the purpose,”

The Episcopal Council at Puebla heard “far from complete
data showing that in the 1970s alone, more than 700 priests
and monks had been imprisoned, t6Pturedys,exiled or killed. Since
then, the figure has multiplied, the persecution, killings and
attacks having been turned ifte a System, some of whose victims
are bishops, such as the nead of the Catholic Church in El
Salvador Romero, who was {shot shile officiating in church.
It is not surprising that even Father Arrupe, General of the
Jesuit Order, has bitterlygdeclared that the crimes against
Christians and entire pepples are not being committed by "atheis-
tic regimes, but by goveraments claiming to be Christian and
Catholict, ! -

The well-known S&nta Fe Document, which has become the
gospel of imperialism on the continent, says: "US foreign
policy must codfwont the liberation theology (now and not retro-
actively). Theé¥role of the Church in Latin America is vital

for the idealsyof liberty. Regrettably, the Marxist-Leninist

10 710
17 4148, april 197s.
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forces are using the Church as a political weapon against
private property and the capitalist system of productignginfect-
ing the religious community with ideas which are less
Christian than COmmunist.”18

Meanwhile the liberation theology has had littYe sympathy
from the Vatican, among whose latest innovations=are the
official recognition of the ultra~-conservatiyelOpus Dei19 and
the reactivation of the Inquisition under the name of the Cong-
regation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Sihce Wojtyla's eleg-
tion as Pope, attacks on the liberationgtheology have multi-
plied, and the hopes of its votaries have been subjected to
serious trials. After the Medellin meeting, the ecclesiastical
authorities at once started s, ,coveéxt’ campaign against them,
with the support of such well-kdewn Golombian bishops as Alfonso
Lopez Trujillo (now carddwnsl)gand Dario Castrillon de Pereira.
A part of this campaign has been the establishment in Bogota
in 1973 of a Centre for Church and Liberation Studies, one
of whose aims was to pave the way for the condemnation of the
liberation theology. But these plans failed because, as the
prominent specialist ‘em Latin American Church affairs Enrique

Dussel said, "the CHurch cannot destroy itself. The popular

18
19

Solidaridad..., p. 2.

A politico-religious organisation (founded in 1928) with
headquartersgin Rome, Among its members are those who wield
actual power ahd are prepared to mount "a new crusade" against

. communismg
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strata within it are much too strong for anyone to expect
that. 20
Then followed yet another attack, this time diregtly from
the Vatican: Leonardo Boff, one of the more prominent 1libheration
theologists, was invited for a "talk" to the Congregation for
the Doctrine on the Faith in 1984. While his writiegs were not
officially condemned, he was ordered to refrain from making any
public statements for a year. At the latest meeting of the Vati=-
can Synod, where there was a sharp polemiclon the liberation
theology (December 1985), the Brazilian Bishop Eugenio de Salles
said it was "putrid meat that had %o be Baken off the market”.z1
For his part, Pope John PaQl™II has %ﬁgiéﬁg)sanctions
against the progressive Nicaraguan Ppriests / Cardenal and
Miguel d'Escoto,22 being high¥y dctive in spreading his far
from ‘renewalist" views, @énd appeinting prelates most loyal to
him to the most responsible posts in the Church hierarehy. There
has been a generous flow of“fudnds from the coffers of Catholic
foundations =
/ i?ﬁfﬂﬁﬁggG and therEEEEEE_ﬁfﬁfgs to finance publications

critical of the liberatdion theology and to train priests in the

same spirit.

Let us note, however, that the Pop® has been highly cautious

when it comes to open or blanket criticism of the ﬁ;ﬁh¥;ends ih

Catholicism, for"he is aware of the actual balance of forces.

The Vatican hasweountered the "liberation theology" with its own

- "Los(,ePistianos despues de Pyebla'", ALAI, No. 15, 1981,
p. 171. ;

21 Granma, December 5, 1985.

22

‘ They were stripped of their pastoral functions for re-
fusing to resign from their ministerial posts in Nicaragua's
revolutionary government.,
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"theology of reconciliation", which has been most rabidly Sup-
ported by the bishops of Colombiar Criticism of Marxidmgand
"Marxist influence" in the ranks of the Church are theJgist

of it: anti-communism is once again being used in the efforts
to divide the masses.

One of the first to come out against the pedicy of dividing
the working people was the revolutionary priest Cgmilo Torres
Restrepo, who issyed a bold challenge to antii-communism for the
sake of unity. At a meeting of Colombian Gémmunists, he delivered
a speech which clearly reflected the mogdiof many believers:

"We are beginning to break withmueh ,. Precedent, when a priest

with origins in the bourgeois ,cléss, but honest in his inten-

tions, presents himself before the, Communists, without losing

his faith or demanding thatWtheyghould give up their convietions.

For if the people's need@ivhave been made urgent through the fault
themselves seek

of the oligarchy, the people /  the forms of revolutionary

unity. I am not unaware that my presence here will arouse the

ire of the oligarchy, but,if I had not come I would have allowed

myself to be blinded byfanti-communism, the banner of the

oligarchy under which,the people are exploited and oppressed.

Anti~communism is beifig implanted among the people by the exploit-

ers, because it guifs their mean interests. Let us, therefore,

fight against anti-communism!"23

23 SeeNg Rosales, op. cit., p. 104.
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These words have a most meaning}ul ring today. The ’%!r—
ation theology, of which Camilo Torres was a striking h‘:!ld
(he died for his people twenty years ago), providesﬁn
evidence that atheists and believers, Marxists and olics
can and must act in a wunited front against impe ism,

their common enemy.
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DIRTY TRACKS
Notes on the Trial in Rome

G. Zafesov, Pravda’s own correspondent

Posts of carbineers in bulletproof vests havepagain
appeared at the former gymnastics hall of thel{Olympic complex,
now converted into an impregnable bunker. Attentive, studying
glances. Fingers on the triggers of Tommy guns. A little more
"politeness” at the checking point through which accredited
newsmen get into the courtroom. The folders and tape recorders
are inspected half-heartedly, with a gracious smile; one may
even hear an occasional joke.

But feeling runshigh in the hall itself where hearings on
the assassination attempt against Pope John Paul II have been
resumed. The judges, of course, remain outwardly calm, but the
Turkish neofascizt Agca sScreams every now and then. He hates
to see the trial goingsneot the way planned by the
stage-managers of this farceé. He also hates to see that even
his accomplices from the terrorist organisation “gray wolves"”
give testimcnies exposing the falseness of the "Bulgarian
varsion.” He hates to see/that Bulgarian citizen Sergei
Antonov, slandered by him and languishing in jail through his
fault, bears himself mwith dignity.

To be sure, Agoga has his own reasons for hysterical
screams, base clowning and absurd demands. After so much lying
the criminal fears that his "employers"” won’t appreciate his
efforts and their promises, for which he is "working"” so hard.
will dissipate like smoke. And this is not just an assumption
at all. A. Catli, a “"gray wolf" brought to the trial from a
Paris j=il; repeated, with reference to one of his
accomplices, the words of Agca that "in the Bulgarian case

nothing is done for free” and about his confidence that he
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will soon return to freedom. The interpretation of these words
can only be one: the neofascist and hired assassin Agca has
been given very concrete promises in exchange for his
provocateur role.

Catli’s admission that FRG secret services promised him
and one more “gray wolf,” O. Celik, 200,000 dollars for the
support of Agca’s charges against the Bulgarian Gitizens
involved, has also become a sensation. Thus, West German
secret services now feature in the trial alongside the USA’s
and Italy’s.

So what characterises the court sessions resumed after the
summer recess?

The contradictions and absurdities of the “"Bulgarian
version,” which the investigating judges "did not notice,” now
stand more pronounced than ever before during the four months
of the trial. Agca, finding himself face to face with new
witnesses, has further confused his lies. It is by no chance
that the Italian press has noted that trust for his
testimonies "has fallen below zero."

Ever more often Agca solicits the court to summon
Francesco Pazienza, a crook of international notoriety, now
being kept in an American jail. Pazienza is also known as a
leader of the Mason lodge P-2, which aimed to subvert the
republican institutions in Italy. He was also the mainspring
of the influential group Super-3 within the Italian SISMI, a
military intormation and security service. It was he who
maintained contacts with Agca when the latter was being held
in the Ascoli Ficeno'jail - first through the Naples mafia
(camorra), and then also personally.

Recently Pazienza through his lawyer sent a letter to the
Italian court expressing a readiness “to explain certain
things.” What is this - a manifestation of good will? Hardly

s0. 0f what assistance can there be any talk if the SISMI’s
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Super-5 was engaged, among other activities, in putting the
talian investigation of major terrorist act cases on the
wrong trail? These facts have been proved. Pazienza’s
accomplices, including General P. Musumeci, former deputy
chief of the SISMI, are now behind bars. In the light of this
it is clear why the local press treats the possibility of help
to justice from such an inveterate rogue as Pazienza with
scepticisnm.

The last two days of hearings have been devoted to the
questioning of Sergei Antonov, who has calmiy"and flatly
denied the very fact of being acquaintedawith Agca. The court
thought that this was not enough and made an attempt at a
‘turning manoeuvre.” The judges concentrated on finding out
whether Antonov spoke English, though'he himself had clearly
and unambiguously said "no'" on this score.

What is the point here? Why has so much attention been
paid to what may appear a) fact ©f secondary importance? The
explanation is simple! Agea continues to insist that the
contacts he claims to, have hadywith Antonov were conducted in
English. This is, by théywaymene of the "holes” of the
pretrial investigation.WHow could any "plot"” have taken place
if Antonov has no command of English and Agca speaks it very
poorily. Une of the serious miscalculations of the authors of
the farce is obviously here. They proceeded from the
assumption that thesservice in many airlines requires a
knowledge of Engligh,) but Balkan airlines where Antonov worked
holds that Italiafn is nevertheless more important for the
staff workers gfgqts office in Italy.

However, if it is accepted that the language barrier stood
between Antomoy¥ and Agca, then the whole "Bulgarian version"
bursts likewayscap-bubble!

At the same time the court has not yet considered the

statement of the Turk B. Elmaz that he back in 1979 prevented
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Agca from firing at the Pope from a rifle with an optical
. sight during John Paul II's visit to Turkey. The statement is
truly sensational. It would seem that it should be studied
with maximum attention and objectivity. But the court is in no
hurry, giving preference to its "linguic'hd investigations.™
Yot if the substance of Elmaz’s statement corresponds to
reality., then this would confirm that the “"Bulgarian version"
has been concocted from beginning to end. On the other hand,
this could become yet another proof of the fact that it is
necessary to speak not of a "Bulgarian trace,"” of which many
Western mass media are trumpeting so much, but of the traces
of the "gray wolves” and of US, Italian, West German and other
secret services. 0f the dirty tracks of those who have
inspired and carried cut such a large provocation. These
tracks show themsselves ever more clearly.

Rome, October

(Pravda. October 10. In full.)

THE END
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"BULGARIAN CONNECTION'" COLLAPSES

Vitaly Korionov, political correspondent

For several years the Western press has worked up
anti-socialist hysteria, ccntinuouély giving "irrefutable
evidence”™ of participation by socialist countries; primarily
Bulgaria, in the attempt on the Pope‘’s life. All‘the media in
the US and other NATO countries laboured to establish a
"Bulgarian Connection"” and "Moscow involvement®.

And now a symptomatic phenomenon can.be observed: the
whole of that machine has stalled, as though there had been no
judicial farce in Rome and Sergei Antonov, a perfectly
innocent Bulgarian citizen, had neot languished in confinement
for more than three yesars.

What matters, of course, is not only that the facts forced
the Italian court to acquit the slandered Bulgarians but the
judge lacked the courage, howeyer, to admit that the charges
had been groundless and fully clear these innocent parties.
The whole thing has much greater implications. A political
intrigue against the socialist countries, thoroughly planned
and worked out by the West’s secret services led by the CIA,
has fallen flat. The anti=communist slanderers have landed in
a mess, and as they have nothing else to say, they are
pretending that nothing actually happened.

The "demeuﬁour of silence" won’t help them, however:
people can see the kind of intrigue present-day
anti-communists are capable of._Capitulism. it was stated at
the CPSU’s Twenty-Seventh Congress, regarded the birth of
socialism as ‘an “error” of history which must be "rectified"
at all cost/  and by any means, irrespective of law and
morality. -

“Stop at nothing', "ask no questions", "only fight against
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communism”, and it does not matter”™ how the struggle is
conducted--such are the “principles™ our adversaries are
guided by in the struggle against socialism.

The Rome intrigue was conceived as a far-reaching affair,
as one in a chain of acts of subversion against the socialist
countries and the communist movement. It was part of the
measures devised by imperialist reaction to play dD\.ﬂ'l. their
aggravation of the international situation.

It will be recalled that it was then that{the policy of
state-sponsored terrorism began to be actively pursued by
Washington. But it had to be somshow camouflaged. That
prompted the invention of a myth about the socialist
countries’ imaginary complicity in “international terrorism”.
In reality, this was just the other side to the concept of a
“crusade” against socialism announced by the head of the White
House.

The "Rome Affair" was inflated to international
proportions. The United States, the head of the White House
said, would do all within its power to prove a communist
conspiracy to assassinate Pope John Paul IL.

There was a conspiracy, of course, but not communist at
all. It was directed above all against the socialist

countries. Maxwell Rabb, US Ambassador to Italy, formulated

one of its aims, saying that compromising Bulgaria, the U35R’s
true ally, would be a step forward and present MHoscow as a
centre of international terrorism.

It was in vain, however, that the CIA involved the secret

services OE,,,,I,t‘_'"'lyf the FRG and other NATO com}tries in that

criminal affair. The ‘whole of their foul play burst like a
soap-bubble. The true instigators of the judicial farce in

Rome have/been unable to hide themselves behind an
anti-communist smokescreen: that this was the handiwork of the

CIA and its agents is obvious to all.
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The act of ideclogical subversion by imperialism has
proved a complete failure. This is so not only because the
provocateurs did not show enough zeal. Simply, truth this
time, too, has prevailed over lies. That’s why the

anti-communist fanatics are now keeping their mouths shut.

(Pravda, April 8. In full.)





