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i,4ıat, in your view, is
tion of Cristianity in Rus

and hist ory?

iui 1]_ enni un of chrj.stianity j-n Rus

the significance of the introduc-
for Rı-ıssian and European culture

TI]E CIltIRcH, FREEDOM oF CONSCIENOE, PEACEI!1iKING

P irnen

Patriarch of llioscow and A11 Russia

Clrristia:ıity took shape in Rus in the period of the deve-

J.oprneııt of Russian statehood, to which the historical desti_

nies of the Russian Orthodox Chulch turned out to be closefy
, as it rYere, . the_

liıılıcd: in a sense, Ckıristienity provided, 7 ideologica}

basis for the unified state; it hefped in the gradual elimi-

nc_tion of the o1d tribal divisions and the eneT8ence of a wel1_

-lıırit people in lıcient Rus, i-n which the Russians, the Ukrain-

ians, and tbe ByeloIussiand subsequently }ıad their origins,

Thenationalconsclousnesswasunderthestronginfluencc
of tlıe Pllssiaı Ortlrodox Church, and our ancestors f e]-t that

the ıv]:o1e of their 1ife, both personal and public, wag under

tiıe protection of the Christian faith, '""," was a religious

dinıensioır even to the struggle for the countryl s freedorn, 
/The

- Ortiıoc]o:: Church remained virtually the only force keeping the
\

' natioiı ı:nited, both as an ethıic entity and as a spiritua1 arıd

nora1 ı,ılro f e, f rom the 13th to the 15th centuries, under the

Tartar-i.iongo] y_oke, which thıeatened Rus with the complete

}oss cf its nationa1 identity.

A64
,1ı

*:.ilı -.

t)" :a,l,L--
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2

That j.s also how it was in the tense periods of trial in

thehistoryofRussiawhenitwassubjectedtoexterna].attaciı.
the peop]_e were ay{are of the bonds of b}ood_ and spiritual kin,-

i;a -2,. -4
sh]'_p, so that the sense of patriotisn welling up in the dept}:s

a'^1-,l^,-*,
of the popular sou1 was ]_eavehed with Orthodoxy,

,. ;-L+ ı \,

.Aırcient Rus culture: a great many fine]y aıchitectur"Urİ}rİj.l_a-.,
/

wer e eIe c t ea,'ana *r"r..]."," i"?§Tirgr::ütff.1- 
ed with muıals'

frescoes, mosaics ancl icons. 'Theİe are many other similar

exarnples. arnong them thç ,dgvelopment of the art of chora]-
l.zh;ı1l+, .(Liq r."^/.^,-(ü-. )signin5 and book illuminatidrı ] ,,

1 ı,,. clergy not only actetı as S;ru; ":? ;; sou1, but
/,/

of rıonastery 1iberaries show that most of the books were
4a?+-, lb ı ,/ ı,ı, C

secu]ar: chıq'picles, reports on pilgrimages, philoslphical

and n1I]-!ary lxeaT].ses, and cJ_assical works from antiguity.

The Churchlducated it" f'İ;;? the spirit of chrj-stien.

faiih and morality. To this q"y, tir_" charac,teristic ,f_eatures,lı.L,jı (L-J^,,- i,.-*"r^ a/"+-1 ) r*,
of Orthodox paople are ,piety, z991, ,in praye]c and the care of

$*J+r"_- . (re.ı, ) l.--
c]rurches. ects of devotion. charity anti good works. The

^.-Ul,,ş**-toJ^ ffv,ı"J:l,
Church elounded the meanir{€:_!]'_riil:nllğ indicated the ways

of spiritual perfectj.on arrd inculcated love for oners neigh-

worked to spread 1iteracy and knowledge. The monesteries

offered opportunities for engaging in research. The records

bour, The general civic order, including law, was also

reaı,ra.nged on Cbrlstian principles.
:.fier its baptism, Rus joined the famiJ-y of the Christ

iar-r peoples and acquired a high internationa1 authority.
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cr.L\' g i,iany of the reports at these confeTences dealt w-ith the
,Y'_r_l-,l i.-,-r+t,-+1ğ7--zqt1-ffi"-ı,_ missionary activity of the Russian orthoclox Church, and with;-{R, --

- 
W the spiritual and cultura1 interaction of Rus and other

.)

Throughout the entire ınillenniurn there has been a mutual in-

fluence and nıutua]_ erırichırıent of the cultures developing on

the common christian basis.

The spiritual, historica]- and cu}tural influence of the

event ,çvhose nil]-ennium we now celebrate goes well beyond the

limits of our Church and of our country. One couJ-d say that

the entire christian world has .f elt the need to share our

joy aııd to respond to t}re jubilee.

f shoufd like especj_al}y to remaTk on three international

scientific cferica]_ conferences held by our Church which have

mac]e a considerable contributj_on to the study of the thousand-

-year hJ_story of Christianity 1n Rus. The first was he]d in

I(iev iır July 1986 and dealt with the ceremony of the baptism

itself and ,ııith the initial peIiod in the history of the

Russian Orthodox Church. The second was he]_d in Moscow in

l.iay 1937 on itTheology and the Spirituality of the Russian

Ort]roc]ox Clıurchir. The third was held recently on l'The
,'rv. h tltt,9

Lituf5icat Life and ıjcclesiastical Art of the Russian Orthodı.,-

Chur ch'l .

Clıristia.,ı peoples. They yielded a wealth of materia1, which

is soon to be published in severa]- vo}ume.

lJe rıet with great satisfaction the report that the l]lVESCr
"_ 

,.(.."* 1

Gerıeral Conference has designated the millenıiuın of the bapt-

isliı of Rus as e major event in European aırd world history and
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^

cultuTe, and cafled on the scientific and cuftural public in

the siates ınıhich are members of uNEsco to mark this signific-

a:ıt eveıt. " t I

,"*L.[ 
/ iü;,ı,*L ı. )L-.1""",.

iie regard that as an aÜthoritative procl:mation of our

churchıs rea]_ and valuabfe contribution to the development of

nuropean and wor]-d culture, which is our common heritage. :ff"

have a sense of profound satisfaction that the celebration of

the nillellnium of the baptism of Rus is beconıing a factor pro-

moting tiıe spiritual togetherness and mutual understanding of

the peoples, and the estab}ishment and strengthening of

openness and peaceableness in their relations in the spirit
|^..,l { ,}y. , ,z 

ı, t,, '-' 'ı

of the lvaiıgelİ"ceİl i6e-ars of peace and love.

Could you describe the relations between the 0rthoilox
Church and. the socialist state, ancl the concTete areas ancl

forms in which cooperation has proceedeal , whether at hoıne

or in internatj.onal aifairs? I{ow true are the clairns that
the Church in the USSR is being persecuted and the rights of
the faithfu1 are being violated?

I shoulcl

the siate are

of church and.

say that the relations between our Church arrd
i

now quite norrnal. The decree on the separation

state, and of school from church is now JO yeaıs

o1d. Ve regard that as being natural, because church and

state differ in nature ./ *" n"u. every opportunity for the
r-3+,/

pursuit of our rninistry in accordance with ecc]_esiastica]_
- ı , 1,-1LL 1ıo5[,ı,traditioı. . l l

2 Th" state has, at the same time, ilong everything necessF:t.

to ensure the vital activity of the Church, and has rnet its

";,
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tr

'J_i ,1r. f ^

dai}y need,s, such as the approprj-ation of funds 
'"i..|.T: 

bui]_d_

ing eıd restoration of churches, made availab]-e premises and
_. ı .'Ç

ı:ıateriaf s for the making of church utensils, newsprint and

pıinting works for its publications, and so on.

r' In response to our request, the Soviet government trans-

ferred to us in 1983 St. Danielt s Monastery in l(oscow, on who--,-

terri_tory a monastery has been restored and the administrative

and spiritual centre of the Russian orthodox Church is being
r' ,|lAa,*| l '

created. / two other cloisters were recently transf err_ed to usı
---iiF/ z ri,^-İt _f 

ŞL, 
r ı[,ı1

the }lovovved enskaya Optina hermitage in the Kaluga Dioce'şe, an

outstanding centTe of spiritua1
ı -r_:.!,f-- Mş^-t -,H' Convent in the Yaroslav1 Diocese

---_priests and other rnembers of the

yeaİs and vgho are in need" of car

1if e in Russia, aJıd the Tolgsk_ı

, which is to be the home of

clergy who are advarrced in
L**^ *Lı*,

e and nursing.

-"- These and ınany other facts of our everyday 1ife bear

witness that the claiıns about the Church being oppressed in
the üSSR are not objective. Cases of breaches of the rights

of believers clo occur, but these are, as a rule, the result
of depaıtures froın legislation by individuals or 1oca1 author,-,1 '
ities. 'Breaches of the 1aw on the paıt of religious organisa,

of lıiinisters, and it also conducts relations between the Chur,'

anC the state, which are normal businesslike relations

ticns lilıerıise occur. /The 
""rtr"J- press has reported on these

corrf ]_icts and has given them due assessment"

The observance of religious 1egisJ_ation is the concern of
;,..7-*_, ,5 [,-

tlro Couııcif f or the ı\f fair's of Re]-igicns under the USSR Counci:

We

thehave alıvays met with mutual understanding and support on

part of the Council for the Affairs of Religions.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



6.

.4,s for cooperation betwen believers and atheists, I should

like to note, first of al1 , that., while the Church is separated' l; ü-<.tı-1"t-ç
fron the state, believers are fu11-:fl.ectge{ cİ.tizens of our

L^ +ş\t:-t-,i,'J,L l,ı \
state and are involved in various aspects of their countryls

life oıı a par Trith other citizens.
Tlı,,' s c o op erati on is multifaceted. Believers,

7.],*tC4
the paİishe s

t}ıe dioces_es, the Supreme Churoh Adm istration aıd the ent j_re

Church have al_ways actively responded to the problems faced

by society, they have not kept afoof from the solution of

vital problems, and are daily involved in the countryıs

af f a j.r s--ınorally, through material don_ations, and by their

labouı,. 
L-'r)

The Russian Orthodox Church is a:ı active participant in

/
the Sovj_et Peace Fund, the Soviet Ct,mmittee for European

Security and' Cooperation, the Union of Soviet Societies for
Friendship and Cultura1 Relations with Toreign Countrieş, the

Culture Fund, the

have anorrg . their m

,J_y |"*l^L_ 1,--f-^ı llay i:,lenbers of the

Soviet Childrenış Fund and other bodies
i :* yL"_Lı ı _("-_. .. oembers many dignitaiies and cferical and

Russiaır Orthodox Church, who bave been rnak-

ing a fıuitful contribution to their activity.

Our readers would like to know about the attitude of the
Orthodox Chuıch to the socialist way of life and to the mate-
rialist world out1ook. lTlıat do you think of the perestroika
in Soviet society? Can religion help create a new mora]
and, psychological_ clirnate and . eilucate rnen and women with
the loftieşt mora]- qualities?/ Is there a dialogue between
tlıose ,fr-o iake the religj.ous and the atheistic worlal view?
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7

],et ;ıe stress, first of a11, that the freedom of consci-

e;ıce principle is a legislated part of the Constitution of t],ı
USSR. iie do not impose our views on anyone, and our churches

/are cpeıl to al] who want to go in.,, ' \ıfe are prepared, at the

sane tirıe, to carry on_a dialogue on ideologica1 matters. The

main tiıing is that such a dialogue shoufd not_ d j.vide people,

but shou]_d help them to gain a better understanding of each

other .

1 1rs for the Church's attitude to the socia]-j.st way of 1if.
our point of departure is that the purpose of socialism is to

!-*,-ı ld,".,nı -. 7,,d--
serve tjre good of every human individual. 'Ministering-to maı

is ouı, l]uıpose as well. In some ways we take different views

of t}ris rıiıristry, and in others they are identical. That is
why coo1ıeration is possible in many concrete spheres of fife,
The ro]-e and pface of such common endeavour tends to grow

especialiy when every aspect of life in society is being

r enelııe C .

In the past few years, the processes of glasnost and de..

ııocratisation have given the country what could be oal]_ed a
1c_-. ü., l,".,,1 7, u< e*^j, ) ij,e

seöond ıv-lııd. /'iJe'sense imaginative and purposeful creation in 1

econoi:ly, poJ_itics, morality, science ancl cultuııe. The de-

ıııand s on t}ıe purity of the

been ra.ised, and spiritua1
i-

rnoraf atmosphere of society have

]_if e is becoming more diverse

_}

and profound. Tı,uthf u.lness,
lı-^ d-, ,-ıt--?,c L]q

are being asserted with fres
,/-.-x-,( ı

this bcneficial process is c

responsibility arıd
/

h vigour. " Belieııer

-1
onsonant with their

exgctingness

s feel that
o,ım nvangeli c6 e

ideals aıd ıve]_come the governmentrs course of the countryıs
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8.

f urt]ıer economic and socia1 renewal and perfection of socia]_is,ı

d enc C: ..cy.

The Sovj-et people l s
-/,u-"o^ d-şı" _ /ı*ı;ı', ,-xz,r

bles"sings of the Church,
<--,-- : }r,l,^ ,lo(.-

devoted 'üo fosteIing the

peaceful creative labour has the
ı-,1,"ql"L,

whose pastbra1' activity is }aIgefy
>.-.-

civic activity and sense of Iespon-

sibifity of the childlen of the Russian Orthodox Church,
cJ6 *,> l, , &L/,,lI"

their conscientious attitude to work, and their unflagging

pu:rsuit cf high ethical norms in personal and social life. In

this seıse, the Church is undoubtedly making a contribution

to creating a sound nıoraf and psychoJ_ogical c}imate in Soviet

society, ,1 That is why, as religious people, we take espe c i a}
/ ,\. -|-"L ,-...1, /-*.-(, 

",^,.,,:d-/ilL,knote of the high purpose as6igned to moral-ity in the new sys-

ten oi orientations1 and of the fact that the renewed system

of values is centred on nan as a social]y active personal-ity

operı to the perception and creation of great spj-ritual Va}ues"
./,/ Together vııith our f ellovı- cit i zens who are not religious-

a' |Ln o*,u,. ^csııJ"ı,-n*" -ııi;ıded we are imbued with 'a profound conceIn for the future

aspect cf our homeland. Our Christian activity is designed
j,-- rfu-

to serve the true well-being of our _"o*p'.triJt" "r:.:rr^rrİ,'Yy.,7 _ L,,*_,
peolıie, ancl to help everyone to fulfil their high predestina-' ]-,L,Ü,

tion cf seeking llafter 
llı^r}llsİ;n "n ^ftuLr:.rt^.or??&Z 

*u
thiıı5s _i,ınereıvith one may edify an6ther" (Romans, X]V, t9 ).

,--ır,uıi , &l*!--^,4 <-->
1eflecting. on this rnission, we note that its spiritual

af;1|,,c1
esse:,]ce ts innu'tabüd, whi-Le its f orms are determined by the

cir c ui,-ıstanc es of tlre day and by the specific religious needs

L.lJ/.

a,,...Jv,Y
of our f 1o ck. We bear witness with profound satisfac-

tiorı, for instance, that the perestıoika has been having a
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o

positive j_nf ]-uence on the developrnent of church 1ife as wel1 ,

creati-:S a inoIe f avourab]-e atmosphere for its iıinistry. In

-bhe ı-ı e,,,,ı conditions ııany of the questions and problems relatin3
), \L, l,,L\,i;o 'çhe life of our parishes and dloceses have iıeen solved to

Jrlt^ 1,1u. §- -\
the satisfaction of all the parties concerned.

Tlre changes under way in the country have extended the

li;ıits of cooperation between believers and non-religious
lcit-zerıs. ,/ The Russion Orthodox Church no,w rnaintains fruitf u1

contacts ıvith vgide circ]_es of workers in culture and science,
l

and has the use of the mass media. It is now corımonplace for

di3:,ıj_taries of our Church and for members of other churches

and religious associations in the country to take part iıı
vai j_oııs ,ıress conf erences and public meetings, ,,vhich gives

eve],ione ıvho is int"eı:ested an opportunity to receive a,t first
ç, *ı 4ı.. aıLİ.*A L,

hai-ıd e;İhaus,uiv'e answers to sone of the questions ıvhich it
v,ıc. s ıct ilıe custom to aiı: publj_cly in the recent past.

,l - L.] {,

f o 11oıver s
',lO:: ld ?

aJe the relations between the orthodox and
of other retrigions in the Soviet Union and

the
in the

Ttıroughout the entire thousand-year history of its exist-
ence, the Russian Orthodox Church has, in one way or another,

come into contact
/

and abroad. .4:ıd
.^e* ,.7io-
ac]rer eııt s ir our

str eııg'clreaiııg of

with other religions, both at horne

today vre have close cooperation with their
Homeland

works for the good of our / and for the

peace among the peoples
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10.

che f irst conference of tlıe Churches and Religious
Associations in the USSR was held at the Tr oit se-Sergiyev

|952, a,c the time of a dramatic increase of internationğl tension,
i,jonastery in Zagorsk in , for the purpose of consolidating
their efforts in strengtheniiıg peace throughout the world. /

Even then one could draşı the, conclusion that the kinclred reli-
7kt-l , 4L,ıı

gious and, ınoral positions of the various cleeds, despite thetr
a L,4e , J.abı

doctrina1 differences, coPld unite believers for fruitfu]-
cooİJatlon in peacemakirg. ,'Slrr"" then such meetings have

been traditional. Today, can any 1onger deny tlıat the

fo11owers of the various are unj"ted in their ministry
to their neighbours. near ancl distant, in their comrnon civic§."

&.11-<

and hurnan striving to warcl of f the ala,ngeI of .ııar.
ikLJ(o,^,-^,,

Our intbr-creed cooperation with the churches and religi-
--

ous associations in the USSR has been steaclily growing wider

and stronger. /\lfe have also joined in peaceroaking efforts
with our nunerous brothers who are followers of other creeds

/.

abroad./, Our wide_ranging and frank tliseussions have 1ed usL ,"( ;i;I -
to the unanlrnous conclusion, which an9inas in hope anal ,optim-
isrn, that there is now in a11 the creeds ." Rf;t']İtİor"ru-
tion in servj.n8 ttıe good of rnankind and in solving its vital

/problens. /. lıJe believe that this comınon eff ort is based on the

no one

creed s

recognition by the various creeds that the ideas of brother-
hood, justice and peace aIe the supreme principle.s_of human

4- İa. ^L . ^- 
g(o-^ Jq r'oJrelations. There is also the inhdrent tendenc/ of"religious

people to comprehend the meaning of human being, an effort
which cannot be separated from putting these ialeas into practice.
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11.

l',4ıat is the view of the Russian Orthoclox Church of the
problens in the defence of peace toclay? What has the Orthodox
Church been doing? What is your view of the future of civilisa*.
tion?

our view of the mora1 problems of war ancl peace totlav was' 6;sale &aİll LJ^-i7Q..l;
most fully expresaed in the 9pistle of the J"LŞ4ı:! of the

Russian Orthodox Curch 'ıOn lYar and Peace in the Nuclear Ageıı

of February 7, l9a5.,/Wltlrout cornmenting on that clocurnent in
detail let me merely say that we are now most keenly conscious

that the id.ea of peace can no longer remain an abstract icleal;
it must acquire the degree of reality which is inherent in

,/
Iife itself./ ToT the tiıne has already corne when without peace

/

there can be no life either. 'Thu tin" has come, accordingly,
when the very 1dea of ııvar must be totally excluded from inter-
nationa]- r elations. The global threat to life demands of man-

liind global solutions 
ff_!,1r!;r,tt 

is now more timelts*t}ran ever

before to replace the baneful mistrust and the baıren rlvarry
by a coordination of al1 the efforts and of a]_1 the resources

to create nore favourable conditions both for the materia1

and for the spiritua1 perfection of people.

In this situation we, believers, guided by our religious
priııciples, are led to multip}y our efforts to avert the dangeı,

of a uııiversal nuc]_ear ho}ocaust. ."Evi1 aemonstTates its power

in dehunaııised human re]_ations and neglect of the ethica]_ and

rıoral ya]_ues of civilisation. But evi1 has met and wil]_ con-

tinue to ineet with resofute rejectlon on our part, because

for us, Christians, peace is a suprenıe good.
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Peace is the word used in the laııguage of the Church to
J** !:L

express the wish of every kind ,of good, the totality of good.

It is also ttıe concept used by tne Bib]İ to İeslgnate. just

relations betyıeen people1 tlr"l., "İlİ"r"tion ancl their ıight
,\t ı1 a,,,-§,"-

to enjoy the giftÖ of nature and the Tesu]_t§ of their own
/labour. !/e f ]atly rej7l hostility, exploitation antl murder

as a violation of clivine law and regard peacemaking as its
,L,1 "|? l ,

In other words, our Church ]]egards the ministry
of peacemalıing as a form of its being, as the basis of its

Lcı-.L:r
manifestatj.on, as a necese,ary conditj.on for fulfilling this
L,_J'iı-,ql}:^lr-preieSt "of Christ l s: llB]-essed are the peacemakers : f or they

f ulf i lnıent .

sha]l be called the chi]_dr en of

its daily activity to create a moral, atmosphere in which any
fl.'Ğİ L^J--: , La,*lA'

infrignrnents on human ]-if e and dignity wi1l become impossible.
A <_-_ (--
The Russian Ort

J+,ı,L.- -
and inalienable
prays for the granting of peace

cates the 1cleas of peace in a11

ing of its, our Church is a.t one

Godtl (Matthew, V,9).

to the whole world, aııd incul-
believers. In thls ,""""r*O-
with the entire Soviet people,

True to this commandment, our Church has worked hard in

hodox Church, preaching anal carTying profound

peac e spiritual depths, continuouslyfrom its
--,-'-;-\

w ',th af ]_ peop]e

/- The f orms
4 _.._ ..

nj_gİl Iy d]_verse.

sir,ıpJ-est, but a, \a-.1ı-J
fldgging forl;ı.

of gootl

of the Ch
/,.

lJ ]_v].n e

]_so the ın

The rule

wi 11.

urchıs peacemaking ministry are now
V\,ıı

service 
.and 

sg5mon are outwardly the

ost profoundly effective and never

of our church contains no divine

service without prayers for 'ıthe peace of the world't. Indeed,

there is hardly a sermon or archipastora1 ist1 e that does no,L-qf

y
\
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13.

a7,,at'ı-, ı ,l"^'Vful
in one way or another, directly or inalirectly, enjoin the

Christian to gather peace within himse]-f , peace with his

neighbour§, peace in the col1ectİve, peace in society, peace
/ vL,,v Ll,-,!Lo

between nations and peoples./tlnis dil]"" service and_4og|rli
/-

in which the word ııpeac€tl ınay sometirnes not even be mentioned ,
to C e^,..--,f

helps ,ı create in the co:eEegatl9n ııhat is best and most import-

ant for the cause of peace: ." an atmosphere of active yearning

foI peace, for its preservation and consolidation.

Cooperation with Orthodox and other Chılstlan churches Jt
( _.ı_" .. .-c #" ,..' ı

and religous associations, and paIticipation in the aylenica]-
novenent, which is also expressed in efforts to strengthen

peace, is an important element of the peacernaking activity of

the Russian Orthodox Church, whose representatives have been

making a considerable contribution to implenenting_ the peace-

rnaking programmes of the Y{orfd Council of Churches, the

Clıristian Peace Conference, the Conference of European Churches,

and other ecurnenica1 organisations of which the Russian

Orthodo:< Church is a rnember.

The ııorld conference ilReligious Leaders for.§aving the

Sacred Gift to Life from a ]rTuc}ear Catastropheil , which was

}reld ia l.;oscow in 1982, was the nıost signif icant of recent

eveats i;ı the peacernaking history of our Church.

-r' It vıas attended by representatives of t}re Christian,
a,_.; _,-i ' İ. .fo

i,iusfin, Hindu, Judaic, Buddhist and Shintc creeds, and of
Ji1 / 

-
Sikhs, from almost 90 countries, and adopted a number of docu-

nıents stressing the need foT cooperation of al1 the religions
and all people of good wi]_l for the establishrıent of peace on

"rı-,\
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ear th.

parte a

all the continents of the globe.

4 In 1ıursuance of the ideas of that conference, round tab]-es

of thcc}ogians and exper,ts, which are attended by prominent

SoTiet schola:rs and public leaders from our country and froıt

abıoad, a]:e now held in L{oscow eveIy year, and there have

beeı f i.ıe such conferences up to norıı.

' llumerous bile.tera]_ contacts with various Christian
churches and organisations are a specia} page in the present

record of the Russian Orthodox Church, and the important thing
to note is that in all these meetings and conversations ıvith
representatives of these churches and organisations the ınost

diverse aspects of peacemaking activity are always an import-
e.]1t e]_emeilt of the dialogue.

,4 let rne emphasise in concfusion that we are profoundly

conviırced of the u]_timate triunph of the ideas of good and

peace ov,er the forces of evi] and destruction.,/The religious
views ui,ıderlying this conviction induce us to raise our voice
in protest against nuclear *.r, ,rİr"n could lead nıankind to

sel f-aınihiiation, and to ca1l on a1l people of good wi]_l to _
braird vıar and the aTns race as a crime agalnst God and mankinC.

T nentioned earlier some, perhaps the most important,
facts, iiıitiatives and tendencies in the activity of the Russiaı-

Orthodoı Church airned to pIeserye and strengthen peace in our

unstabfe and eternally quavering hunıan society. Y/e are clearl;,

By arranging the conference, the Russian Church im-

fresh impetus to religious peacemaking activity on

----=. 
_--- , \

gL"l,r- ,I**hU

0,-
,"r.!.- ğ^ çJıL

;n- l^ ' 4w-

ı
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awaIe that people of good wil1 still have a long and hard way

/
before then,r/"hiuch needs to be done to create a world without

irrterıra'uional conf licts, a world in which the peopJ-es wi11

bı-ıi_ld their relatj_ons with each other exclusively on the prin-

ciples of trust, friendship and brotherrrİoO.

l.5.
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Newe and views
PATRIARCH PIMEN GREETS PERESTRo I(A

Igor TRoYANovsKY, Novosti analyst

The peregtroika effort in the Soviet Union benefits the
Church and improves the atmosphere in ııhich it fulfils its
noble nission. The new conditions helped to 8o1ve DanJr

parochial and diocesan issues in the interests of a]-l parties
involved, said Pimen, Patriarch of üoscoş and Al1 Russia1 head

of the Russian Orthodox Church, in an exclusive interview
Novosti Press Agency is about to publish in the next isgue of
its bulletin, Religion iıı the USSR.

The Patriarch ııi1-1 be 78 this summer. He took his
monastic voırs at the age of fifteen. Ite headed a church choir,
şıas senior priest in a number of ciıurclıes, Father Superior of
the Pskov Cave and the Trinity St. Sergius uonasteries, rıas

Bishop, Archbishop and üetropolitan, until the Local Council
of 197l elected him Patriarch.

The Church has every condition to freely fulfil its
nission in keeping çıith the ecclesiastical tradition, said
Patriarch Pinen. The state wiIlingly eatisfies its needs.
State al]_ocations alloır the Church to purchase nateriala
necessary to erect neıı aııd redecorgte old places of ııorship,
to buy printing paper, clıurchplate raw materials, etc.

Apart from the medieval St. Daniel }lonastery in Moscow,

two more were recently passed back into the Church
jurisdiction on its requegt: the Optin Monastery of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin, one of Russia's foremost
spiritual centres, in the Kaluga Eparchy, and the Tolga
Convent, Yaroslavl Eparclry, with ıı shelter for old clergymen
in need of care. 'fhe authoritiea are now considering the
request of the Church to regain the Kiev Cave }tonastery,
cradle of Russian monast ic ism.

Those and many more facts disprove the current

EThu Mav 19 19 88
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-3-
brings ever more people to the boson of the Church. They coue
with their problems and demands. So the clergy face ever more
tasks. A priest has to be up to his pastoral duty of the day.
}le must be well-versed in current isgueg and able to give the
right advice.

The Russian orthodox church had a tremendous impact on
Russian national awareness, cu},!ı.ı_fe ald statehood. qgşEia

"""""a fornidable international prestige after it eDbraced
Christianity. Cultures sharing the Christian basis influenced
and enriched each other throughout the millenniuıı.

The official patriarchal residence wi]_1 soon move fron a
mansion in a by-street near Arbat to the St. Daniel }lonastery
in Ltoscow's centre. }tany state-owned construction firns took
part in its redecoration effort and in building neıı premises.

patriarch pimen is the fourth lıead of the Rugsian
Orthodox Church in this century. The Church had no Patriarchs
for two hundred years, up to the Socialist Revolution of
October 1917. It wag governed by the lloly Synod, headed by the
Chief Procurator, an official appointed by the Emperor. The
Church wag part and parcel of the statc machine. The
Patriarchate ııas reinstated only with the foll of the
autocracy. Early in 1918, Lenin signed the decree separating
the church fron the state and the schoo]- from the church. From
then on, the Church çıas entitled to sel f-governEent . orthodoxy
]ost its status of official religion and becane equal to other
creeds. Thus the Soviet state laid the practical foundations
for freedom of conscience to be enjoycd by all citizens. Under
Stalinism and later, those principles were violated. The
current restructuring of and denocratic change in all spheres
of Soviet life have a great inpact on religion. Fully
guaranteed civil rightg are becouing ı norm of Soviet life.

5

(APN, May 17. In full. )
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NTERvIEI{ WITH IMAğ oF

voREo-8805o7DR42

I MoScoI{ CATEEDRAL l.ros

t{eSovietMoslemgarepinninggreathopesontheongoing
drive for perestroika, said tavi r _!1ilut9inov ı the lıngn of the

Moscow Cathedral }1osque, in an intervieçı rrith the nel,spaper

Veche rnya üoskva. I{e have been overrıhelned ııith the ideas of

perestroika perneated PI__ 99""""o= for ınan, The believers have

accepted perestroika and are tryinEı to make their contribution

totheoveralldrivetoaccomplishitsobjectives.Thereare
nany Muslims in üoscow, probably, hundreds of thousandg,

During our maJ or holidays, such as the recent ldul-Eitr and
bythe ldul-Adha to be held in July, the mosque is attended

eight to ten thousand people. We pray for this year to be

our hopes to come true.peaceful and for
Al t Mus 1iıns

}1oscow Region aie
religious comınunity
Muslims. But 1e are
no conflicts between

of Moscow and the
often visited by
us. l{e all pray

in our
Sunni

Shiites, too. There are
in one mosqu_e. And our ideas are sinilar. The Koran, our holy

book, calJ-s for peaceableness,
we have warrn relationg with the Russian orthodox church

and with other religious communities in Moscoıı, We have been

invited to partake in the festivities held on the occasion of

the 100Oth anniversary of Christianity in Russia, It wi11 be

an event of world. significance not only in the religious but

also in the public and political context,
we often neet with the leaders of the christian orthodox

Church and. other clergy-nen and together partake in the drive
for poaoe and in th6 aotivltles ol the 8ovi6t Peaoğ Fund, thi

Culture Foundation and the Chi ldreiı' s _Fund, In the past few

years I participated in an international conference üuslins

for Peace, held in Baku, and in the ltoscow international forum

For a Nucİear-Free l{orld, for the Sqrvival of Hunanity,

T think that a dialoEue is alııqys useful because it leads

Tue Jun 07 19 88
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to better und.erstanding. Even clnvince{ atheigts or people

prtıfessing other religions would do good knoııinğ a few thinEls

about Islam. Is,fan has grcatly influenced the culture of a

large part of hunanity. I think this knowled,ğe is neceasary

for understanding social and political developments in many

regions of the çıorld.
I have grown up in a religious fanily strictly observing

all religious ritea. I studied at a Hoslem religious school in

BukharawhereIfinished&seven-yearprogrammeduringfour
years. After finishing the religious school I becaıne

Iııaın-Khatyb but was soon appointed executive gecretary of the

Moslem Religious Board of the European USSR and Siberia, In

1985 I made a pilgriınage to the ğoglen holy p!,acee--Mecca and

Medina. I have ı,ıorked in Moscow since last year, There are

threeI'ıamshere,oneııithaseniorrank,myselfandathird
one. I an 29 and the youngest of the three,

My working day starts at 10 in the norning, We hold

sermons and religioug rites, We also visit the believers to

give nanes to ne*J,y-born babies, conduct çedding cerenonies,

readtheKoranandprayforthed.ead.ItoftenhappensthatI
<ionotcomebeforeeightintheeveninganddurinEtheınonth
ofRamazanatoneo,clockatnight.oursalariesarepaidby
theexecutivebodyoftheMoslemreligiouscommunityand
depend on its income, I earn 35O roubles a month, I am married

withtwochildrenandIwantmychitd.rentobecomegood.
citizens of our country,

The Iman rıas interviewed by Y,Kazarin

veche rn a a Moskva May 31. Abridged. )

6'f ue Jun 07 198 8
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VORE1_880503DR_30

Sone tine ago, Patriarch Pimen addres_sed to l,likhail

Gorbachev_a written request to meet hin in honour of the

coming nillennium of Russian Christianity,
On Apri1 29, Mikhail Gorbachev received in the Catherine

Hall of the kremlin patriarch pinen and the following members

of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church:

Filaret, MetropoLitan of Kiev and Galicia; Alexi,

üetropolitan of Leningrad and Novgorod; Yuvenali, tletropolitan

of Xrutitsa and Kolonna; Vladinir, Metropolitan of Rostov and

Nowocherkassk; and Filaret, Metropolitan of Minsk and

Byelorussia 
}orb-achev said:As he opened the neeting, Mikhail (

"I aıı glad to see you and willing to talk with you and

angwer your questions.
"Our meeting is taking place ahead of the 1000th

anniversary of the Baptisn of Russia which received not only

religious, but also social and politic_al aignificance, for

this was an important milestone along the centuries-Iong
path of the dewelopnent of national history, culture and

Russian statehood.
"This şas a long and conplicated path, rich in dramatic

events and keen political collisions, I çıould single out a

period of seven decades that became for the Russian Church

one of the most important stages in its history, These are

the seven decades of Soviet government ııhen the Church has

been living and operating in social conditions that have no

analogues in history.
"The decree on the separation of Church fron state and

Tue ğay 03 19 88

PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA,

AND MBtiBERS OF THE HOLY SYNOD

OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
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of school fron Church, proclained by the young Soviet
Republic, marked a sharp turn in relations between Church and

state in Russia. The Lenin decree, the 70th anniwersary of
which was recently observed, enabled the Church to Carry out
its actiwity without any outside interference. To uge a
figure of speech, the liberation spirit of the Great
October Socia]_ist Rewolution reached all religious
organisations in orır rıulti-ethnic society.

"Not everything was easy and sinple in the sphere of
stata,-Church relations. Not all hierarchs ı,ıere able to
perceive the essence of the decree. It took tine to
comprehend the ideas contained therein.

"Religious organisations 9.ere also affected by the

tragic developments that occurred in the period of the cult
of personality. This period was unequiwocally asgesged as

departure froın socialist principles that have now been

restored in their rights.
"Mistakes made with rega,rd to the Church and believers

in the 1930s and the years that fol lowed are being

rectified.. Our newspaperg and nagazines write about this
with candour and objectivity. From their pagea ıre hear the

voice of the Church, the voice of those present here,

"The Constitution of the USSR guarantees equality for

all citizens. In the nane of real equality and real freedon,

the religious and non-religious working people carried out

history's first socialist revolution, worked side by side

building the edifice of socialisn and fought in the Great

Patriotic l{ar and heroically worked on the home front,

"The common destiny, the hardest trials rallied

together all Soviet people defending socialism in a life-or

death fiğht against fascisn,
"we remember the patriotic appeals of the clergy to its

flockinthedirewaryeara.Terenembermasssubscription
campaigns for the defence fund, Worshippers collected enough

money to build planes for severa} air squadrons named after

Alexander Nevsky, and a tank co],umn named after Dnitri

1Tue May 03 19 88
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Donsko i .

Designed to perforrn purely riligious functi<ıns, the

Church cannot keep away from complicated problema that worry

nankind., fron the procesaes taking place in aociety,
The peace-making efforts by the country's religious

orElanisations, their contribution to the canpaign for

nuclear disarınanent deserve the higheat praise, Tbe movement

of the clergy for humanisn, for fair relations bettıeen

peoples, in support of the hone and foreign policy of the

Soviet state deserves as much appreciation, All this is

close to the aspirations of religious people, who hold dear

the hunanist ideal of socialism, Our whole community

understands and appreciates their stance,
"The overwhelming najority of the believers accepted

the policy of perestroika, ııaking a considerable
contribution to inpJ_ementing plans of the country's social

and economic accelerati,on, to promoting democracy and

openness. These conditions promote a wide-range publ,ic

dialogue. They alIow religious activists to take greater

part in the work of ııany public organisations, like the

Culture Foundation, the Children's Fund named after Lenin,
}totherland Society, and others. The Soviet state granted

believers' request to pass back under Church jurisdiction

the St. Daniel Monastery in Moscow, the Optin Monastery in
the Kaluga Region, a major historical monument, and the

Tolga Convent in the Yaroslavl Region. The state provided

every cond.ition for the celebrations of nillennium of
Russian Christianity.

'A new ları on the freedon of conscience, now being
drafted, wi1l reflect the interests of religious
organisations as well. These are all tangible results of
new approaches to gtate-church relations in the conditions
of perestroika and democratisation of Soviet society,

"We are restoring in full measure novı the Leninist
principles of attitude to religion, Church and believers,
The attitude to the Church, to the believers should be

1
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determined by the interests of strengthening unity of all
working people, of the entire nation.

"We clearly see the entire depth of our differences in
world outlook, but at the gane time we realistically assess
the existing situation. The believers are Soviet people,
workers, patriots, and they have the full right to expreaa

their conwiction ı.ıith dignity. Perestroika, democratisation
and openness concern them as well -- in full ıneasure and

without any restrictions. This is especialJ-y true of ethics
and morals, a donain rıhere universal norms and customs come

in so helpful for our common cause.
So, we have a lot of common points for an earnest and, T

hope, fruitful dialogue. We have a common history, a common

}lotherland and a comnon future. so let us think together about

a1l that.
A little more than a month remains before the anniversary

celebrations.
In anticipation of that event, I would like to expresa

the wish that it should pass under.the sign of consolidation
of all believers and all working people in our country in the

nane of the great common cauge of perestroika, renewal of

socialism and fuIl exposure of its hunanistic noral- potential,

That is inseparable today, too, fron active participation in

the struggle against the nuc]-ear threat, for the surviwel of

mank ind .

tet the Elueatg invited to the celebrations and all

believers of the planet see the peaceful aspirations of the

Soviet people. It is the suprene b],essing for nankind to live

in peace, never have a fear of a potential nuclear rrar and

feel safe about the future of one'g children,
I hope that the efforts undertaken to that end rıill find

support rıith the church, to<r, f,ron which we expect new

positive noves in upholdine the peace cause and in its

peace-making efforts.
on the eve of the historic event for the Russian orthodox

Church I rıish you, nembers of the Holy Synod, good health and

1Tue May 03 1988
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further succesg in all your efforts meant for the good of uan

and for the preservation of peace on EarthI
In the return speech addressed to Hikhai1 Gorbachev,

patriarch pimen of üogcoçı and All Russia said:
Please, accept our heart-felt gratitude for finding the

opportunity, despite your exceptionally busy schedule, to
receive us and thereby show your attention to the Russian
orthodox church.

This year comes a nillenniuıı of the tıaptisn of Russia,
Since then our church has been providing spiritual food for
its children, educating theın in the gospel principles and

inetilling in theın civic virtues. The church has always
conbined its service rıith concern about the integrity of our
i.totherland, about its protection froın foreign encroachments,
about the assertion of justice in society and about the
developnent of spiritual culture.

This June we wi1l officially celebrate that remarkable
jubilee. We are conpJ-eting the preparations in order to nark
in a worthy manner that great event in the history of
Christianity and in the history of our Motherland.

Egteened ğikhail Sergeyevich, on behalf of the
Episcopate, the clerE|y, the monks and the laymen of our church
ııho are all citizens of our socialist Motherland, I pledge
full support to You, the architect of perestroika and the
herald of neş political thinking in that gratifying proceas.
l{e, the church people, ardently pray for the success of that
proceas and are seeking to do everything within our porrer to
promote it. The church dedicates its efforts to the moral
education of believers, to the agsertion in theıı of human

dignity, to the consolidation of the sanctity of the fanily
hearth and to the conscientious attitude to ııork foı the
benefit <,f one's neighbourg and the who]-e of, our society.

The procesa of perestroika is havinEl a good effect on the
growth of the international prestige of our ğotherland. It is
received with enthusiasm in the churches of the world and rıe

are contributing to that by expJ-aining to religious people the

1Tue May 03 19 88
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importance and the objective of the reneııal of life in our
society.

l{e see the succesg of perestroika in that the ideals of a

nuclear-free and non-vio]"ent world proclaiıned by our country
have started naterializing. We strongly çıelcone the
Soviet-American Treaty on the elinination of two classes of
nissiles.

I,te dedicate our zealous prayerg today to your coning
neeting in Moscoıı with the President of the United States of
America and give our blegging to its auccess. For our own

part, we are working in every possible rıay to create a

favourable atmosphere for it in the religious and public
circles of the world.

The positive results of the procesa of perestroika and

renewal are having a reflection on the life of the Russian
Orthodox Church and of the other churches and religious
associations of our country. I{e see that in the all-round
agsistance to the preparations for our jubilee, in the opening

of severa], monasteries, in the reg;istration of comrnunes, in
the construction of neıı ten;ıles and in the easing of the

settlement of other pressing problerns of church life, In this
connection we note with gratitude the great assistance given

to us by the Council for Religious Affairs of the USSR Council
of Ministers. For all that we expreas sincere gratitude to
you, esteened Mikhail Sergeyevich, and al1 other leaders of
our country.

Ilowever, not all the problens of church life are being

resolved or duly attended to. I{e hope that rıith the
dewelopment of the denocratic principles of life in our

society they will get a solution favourable for the church and

useful for our state.
May God. bless you and your efforts for the benefit of

our dear }totherland and for the glory of peace and justice all

over the rıorld.
In the discusgion that followed nembers of the Synod of

theRussianorthodoxChurchexpressedtheirfullsupportfor

1Tue May 03 19 88
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-7-
the efforts ained at perestroika and noral renewal in society,
undertaken in our country. They raised a nunber of specific
questions aasociated ııith the guaranteeing of nornal
performance of the Orthodox churcb.

Mikhail Gorbachev said that he would pass on those
requests and considerations to the governnent which çıould
carefully examine then and pasa appropriate deciaiona.

The neeting waa attended by the assistant to the General
Secretary of the CPSU Central Connittee, I.T.Frolov and by the
chairman of the Council for Religious Affairs of the USSR

Counc i 1 of Ministers, K.M.Kharchev.

( TAss )

(Pravda, April 30. In full.)
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PATRIARCH PIMEN GREETS PERESTROIKA
Igor TRoYANovsKY, Novosti analyst

The perestroika effort in the Soviet Union benefits the
Church and inproves the atmosphere in which it ful_fils its
noble ııission. The new conditions helped to solve nany
parochial and diocesan issues in the interests of all parties
involved, said Pimen, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, head

of the Russian Orthodox Church, in an exclusive interview
Nowosti Press Agency is about to publish in the next issue of
its bulletin, Religion irı the USSB.

The Patriarch will be 78 this summer. He took his
monastic vows at the age of fifteen. IIe headed a church choir,
was senior priest in a nunber of clıurclıes, Father Superior of
the Pskov Cave and the Trinity St. Sergius ınonasteries, was

Bishop, Archbishop and Metropolitan, until the Local Council
of l97l elected hin Patriarch.

The Church has every condition to freely fulfil its
nission in keeping rıith the ecclesiastical tradition, said
Patriarch Pimen. The state şiIlingly satisfies its needs.

State allocations alloş the Church to purchase materials
necessary to erect new aııd redecorate old places of worship,
to buy printing paper, clrurchplate raw naterials, etc.

Apart from the nedieval St. Daniel üonastery in üoscow,

türo more were recently passed back into the Church
jurisdiction on its request: the Optin üonastery of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin, one of Russia's foremost

spiritual centres, in the Kaluga Eparchy, and the Tolga
Convent, Yaroslavl Eparclry, with ıı shelter for old clergyınen
in need of care. 'fhe authorities are noçı considering the
request of the Church to regain the Kiev Cave }lonastery,
cradle of Russian nonast icism,

Those and many more facts disprove the current

Thu Mav 19 1988

Nerıs and views
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alleğations that frecdom of conscience is violated in the
Soviet Union, said tlıe Patriarch. The feıı actual violations by

no means reflect the state policy with respect to the Church,
Individuals or local governing bodies are to blame for such

infringements of the law--soııetines, religious bodies, too,
for that natter. At any rate, menbers of the Russian Orthodox

Church enjoy full rights as citizens and take no lesser part
in comnunity tife than other Soviet people, the Patriarch
stressed.

Reliğious believers quickly respond to a]-l social tasks
anrl contribute to the national cause by dedicated labour,
money donations and noral support, the Patriarch ı,,ent on,

He quoted Mikhail Gorbachev who addressed hierarchs at
their April 29 neeting as saying that Leninist attitudes to
the Church, religion and believers are being reinstated in
their rights to promote national unity. Believers are Soviet
people like any other, honegt workers and patriots, and they

have every right to follow and express their convictions, The

Russian Orthodox Church flock enthus iastically responded to

the Soviet leader's atatement, said Patriarch Pinen,
The Patriarch described the extensive program of

celebrating the ııillenniun of Russian Christianity, and said
thattheJune1988LocalCouncilwilladopttheneııCharterof
the Ruggian OrLhodox Church. The acting Church Statute,
adopted on January 31, 1945 in a war-devastated country with

dislocated ecclesiastical and socia1 patterns, is lonEl

outdated. Its fragmentary natuı,e also denands it to be

replaced by a more comprehensiwe docunent, A statute
elaborated in keeping with canonical normg whiclr lie at the

basis of all Statutes of Local Orthodox Churches, with the

actinEl Soviet legislation on cults, and the vitııl needs of the

Church, will help it to cope with the many tasks rıt hand,

The growing secular purport of comnunity life puts before

the Russian Orthodox Church the same problens all other

Christian Churches are facing, said the Patriarch, The Church

shal1 use no artificial means to enlarge its floclt. providence
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-3-
brings ever Dore people to the bosom of the Church. They come
with their problens and demands. So the clergy face ever nore
tasks. A priest has to be up to his pastoral duty of the day.
lle must be well-versed in current issues and able to give the
right advice.

The Russian orthodox church had a tremendous impact on
Russian national awareness, cul!_u!e and st9te!99d. \p§ia
"""""a fornidabIe internationaI prestige after it enbraced
Christianity. Cultures sharing the Christian basis influenced
and enriched each other throughout the millennium.

The official patriarchal residence will soon move from a
mansion in a by-street near Arbat to the St. Daniel Honastery
in Moscoıı's centre. }tany state-owned congtruction firns took
part in its redecoration effort and in building new premises.

patriarch pinen is the fourth lıea<l of the Russian
Orthodox Church in this century. The Church had no Patriarchs
for two hundred years, up to the Socialist Revolution of
October l9l7. It wag governed by the lloly Synod, headed by the
Chief Procurator, an official appointed by the Emperor. The

Church was p8rt and porcel of the state machine. The
Patriarchate rıas reinstated only with the fall of the
autocracy. Early in 1918, Lenin signed the decree separating
the church fron the state and the school fron the church. Fron
then on, the Church was entitled to self-governnent . Orthodoxy
lost its status of offioial religion ond became equal to other
creeds. Thus the Soviet state laid the practical foundations
for freedom of conscience to be enjoycd by all citizens. Under
Stalinisn and later, those principles were violated. The

current restructuring of and denocratic chanEle in a]-l spheres
of Soviet life have a, great inpact on religion. Fully
guaranteed civil rights are beconing a norm of Soviet 1ife.

5

(APN, Uay 17, In full.)
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Orland o fuiil]-a s
CC Political Comrnission member,

Communist Party of Chile

Early 1ast year ouT country was visited by ?ope Jolın !ıı"ı1 rI.
iic displayed a fr.iendly attitude to Pinochet, but also t,, t.,ıc

pcpular movement. The tyrant entertairred the illi.sion tlıat the

Pontiffl ş visit would change the stand of the Chilean Cşthı1::_c
favour.

Church in his / 'tut it attuned its hierarchiea1 dcpoıd,::ncc

cn tlre Vetican with its stand in defence of human rights, de,nc,unc-

ed the eı,imes of the regime, and did not ref re i-rr from coning

out in support of the unity of the anti-fascist foıces fcr tlıe
of

rcstoration of democracy. Thi§ singular case / Chile, ı.ıhır,ı

t}ıere is a growing urge among members of the Christian grassrocıt§
1

conrmu-ııitie s , - parish priests, rnembers of religious orders aırd

mfın}. bighops for joint action in defence of 1iberty, :lndicetııs

that their ne ı.v frame of mind is a matter of more than pr,ı ssiiıg
inportance.

Develotrıment§ over the pest half eentury show the raf 1ec !it,n

in the minds of millions of Christiens of the graat revc lut:'_ ıı:ır;,
changes of our epoch, of the growing ı:o1e of socialism cs a

social systern, of the general crisis of capitalism, and of tlr._,

slıarpening historicel contradictions in Lati.n Anerice1 a coatinont

ı

MARİISM AND RET,IGION

cHRTsTT,A§s IN THE sOcIAr STRUGGLB
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vıhich has the majority of the Catholics of the world, This is a

vıide-rangiıg development, and one could, perhaps, speak of ı

ı,rhole range of renovative pTocesses of which there are new

ınanif estatlons eveTy ctay. The corornunist party of chile haş rıatch-

ed these developments with great interest,and has takeıı acc L.uht

oi theın in its theoretical analysis ancl practical policy,

i{e are conceırıed with this rnatter above e11 froın the stgnd-

pc i:rıt of the struggle against imperialism and reacti.on. i/e İully

accopt 1Jenin l s profound idea, which he expressed when the vıcı rking

class of Russia was faced with tota]_ly dİfferent conditions,

that the church wag one hundrecl per cent iclentifıed wıth the

§ociety ltbasetl on the enclless oppression an'i coa]ıgening of the

ı,ıorker masgegtl . We reca11 that he went on to etresg: "][o

number of paııphlet s and no amount of preaching can €nlighton tho

proletariat, if it is not enlighteneil by its oıın stıuggle

agai:lst tbe derk forces of capltalism. Unity in thls truli,-

revolutionary struggle of the oppIesseaı clags for the cıeation

of a paradise on earth is nore important to us then uıit;ı 6;

pro}etarian opinion on paratlise in heaven,'l2 Th"t was wlıen

],enin drew a conclusion which rerİrains valid to this d51,;

!ı[hat is the ıeason why we do not an'l §hould not set forth

our atheisrı 1n our Programme. "3

That does not signify aııy concesgions ln tbeory oı thc

iia:=ist view of the worlct ğnd the soc iety. lYe are guiiled by

Lcnin's f irTıne s s and clarity in rejecting any anblgulty in

rıotters of priıclple. whenever Lenin attacked bourgeoiE antı_
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-cJ.oricalism, he always cieemed it iııdispensable to ıeiterate
thai dialectica1 materialism, the basis of scientific socialisıı,
is indisputably atheistlc.

lTe, Cornmunists, regard with close attention the f;ct
that the o1d reectionary religious conceptlons are being

critici§ed withi:ı the church itself, by the great mass of

*he faithfu1 in the first place. The rigorously scientific
ilaıxist method helps us to unclerstand in' depth the chaıı5cs

undcr way in contemporary christianity. In his l'Theseş on

ireuerbach", Ma ıx formulatecl the essential point of iieparturc

i:ı expla inirıg the religious phenomenon. In Thegis 5, he sa;ıs:

"]euerbach resolves the religi.ous e§sence into the hurnon cssencı.

3ut the humen essence is no abstraction inherent in eacir si_ngle

i:ı.diviclua1 . In it s reality it is the ensenble of the soc j-c ]-

relations,ll In Thesis 7, he gives an explanation of the llreligi_ous

stıntimentl|; lıFeuerbach, consequently, does not see that tho

'religious sentimentl is itself a soc ia1 roduct , and thı;,i; the

ebsi;ract inciividual whom he analyses belongs i:ı realit;, f,g ;1

pcrticular f o]iı of society. ''4

In his we1l-bıovın Section 4 in Chapter One of Volurne One

of glprllgJ, which is entitlecl l'0he tr'etishism of Conımoilities gnd

tlıe Socret Thereof'tı MarT speaks of the 'ıfantasticl' forn of the

relations between things, which human beings be]-ieve to be

siıııilar to their own social relations, and addg: tıin order,
tlreref oıe, to flnd an analogy, we ınust have recouıığe to th.
nıist-enveloped regions of the religious world. In that vıorld

the productions of the hurnan bra iı appear as inclependent tiıings
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endowed with 1ife, and entering into relation both wit]ı oııtı

ınother and, the human race" so it iş in the world of conırnoditics

ıvith the produc*s of menıs hands.|t5 There he obviousl;ı 1ıas in
nind thö most traditiorral, conse:rvati]ıe and apparentl), {mnutable

cnd tirneless proclucts of the human intell.ect, but these eı,,ı

ultiıııetely the social product s of a worlcl 1:ı oontinuou§ movĞürcni ,

wh,i clr often tends to be out of joint.
iJarrx never took the mechanical epprciach to relations bct-

woan the econonic and social basis and the religiouğ superstructıı]ıe,

and in eac}ı of these two greet. autonomous spheTes he found

thoıigh+,-provoking hiştorica1 paral-l-el-s, a§ he went bo}/ond indi-
vidual phenomena to examine the tendencies over en*irıı peri.c,ds

A
and epoch§." Nor wes he ever i:r iloubt that religious ideıs
lıad to be studİed in the contdxt of the historibal proctşs, tlıe

faa1 besis whiĞh had to be reckoned with in sİr dİlaly§is. I]6

ıvas quite oİÖar on thİs point: ıtTechnology ctlscloseg manrs

rncde of dealing with.Nature, the process of production b7 ıvhiciı

he sustains hl_s 1ife, and thereby also 1ays bare the moda of
fornıation of his socia} relations, and of the ınenta1 conceptions

tlıat flow from them. Dvery history of religion even, that
faiJ.s to take account of this mate::ial basis, is uneritj_col.

I,ü is, 5.n reality, ınuch easier to cliscover hy enalysis the

earthly core of the ınisiy creations of religion, than, conveI-

sely, it is, to develop from the actua1 relat1_on§ of life the

corresponding celestialised foIms of those relations. The lattıc
ııethod is the only mate::ialistic, ancl therefore the on1;: gçign11-

".7İ']_c one.",
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The contradictions betv,ıeen the inmeılse productive foıc.ıs

cf cur day and the domj:ıat ion of the imperialist transnı ti,:,ııa1

ccrporations, that is, between production and propertJı ]:ılattols
j.n the capitalist part of the world, have sprung up unalcr th4

scientific ancl technical revolutlon, which has bıought obout

the groatest technologtcal charıge s in rnankind l s histortrı. Thıs,ı

cont:ıattict i.ons are ever more acute and are ıırost pronorıncecİ in

the depenctent regions, particularly in i,at i_rı Anerica. Phere is
every sign that the structural crisis in the corıntries of tho

continent is an explogive one. The i.ınperialist p}undeı tıea

forcetl the fascist tyranny, set up in Chile by the United States

with fiıe and §word, to resort to state terro:ıism, the socia1

tcnsicns which have been building up
stğad1 J-y

on the continent sj.nce thı
begi_rıning of this century have/galned in lntensity

and have had the most savage effect on the popular nc§ges.

Tlri-s situation tends to work a change in the mentalit:l r., f t]ıo

1arge part of the population consisting of believers , ıT i-ıc

no longer satisfied with antlquated re]-igior" P=}ti"'*filln

adhering to their Christian cTeed, they now eJrpress ib i:ı e

clif f orent form.

Marx regarded religious sent j_ınent s 6s a part of the otlıer

historically-:ıoot eil characteristics of the soci.ety ı,vhich ar:,

still of signifi.cance in our day. Let us note that when nıı;li- s-

ing the metaınorphoses of the commodity in the pıocess of

circulation, he refers to the farnily BJ.ble, which his woaver

want s to buy end aloes buy on the market as a use-valtıe.8 The
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1,ı3cv3r ç s religious frame of rnİııd continues tc be that of ıııilli.:ns

of sinıilar worklng people on our c ont i_rrent , but what is nc,,ı -i s

,;iı:ı-ı,' the consequent attitude of believers to the class si;ru651e

iıes now unilergone e change " anaı that is of pararnount ii;ıp:, r,'.::lc c .

T:r Chile, we have watchecl, with great expectatj_ons, hopes ancl

rı:edirress for cllalogue, the changing attitudes among ever ıvidor

s,ıctions of Catholics in the social battles. lle coulC n(Jt r.)nsj_n

indifferent and responded to their positrve actions by hcldi:ıg

out a hand for joint action againsi the common enemy--fa sc isrn--

and for a ctialogue ln search of araas of accord.

1ıor centurie s.--since the spanish conquest and up unt i1 tlıe

b egiııning cf the present century--the Catholic Church in Ciıile
rıes a bulwark of extrerne reaction linked to the spanisiı crorm

aıd involved in the war agairıst the lılapuche Intlians, in thı-.:

-. stablishınent of the colonial Teglme , and the domlnat,i on of
otjle :'enc omenderoslt ' and the 1atlfundists. It op€nly opposr:d

independence and any rnanifestattong of progress, ancl cınpaignoci

ı:geinst Iepub]-ican ref orms throughout the ni_rıei;eenth ceırt*ur;,.
it

But there was elways withiı,/an influentia1 progressive uıi:ıorit;:,

and some clergymen sharett the views of Father I,as Casas.10

X,ııoag the prominent figures of the emerging nationa1 culturc
of Chile iıı the eighteenth century weıe the Jesuits [ianuel l_,acuılz(i

and Juan Ignacio Molina. Friar Carıi1o Henrfque z may be ccnsideıeci
one of our countryıs ııfathersit in the fight for indepeadencc.11

But it is equally true that these antl other illustrious exccp-

tlons con-hrasted wlth the officiaI ecclesiastica1 1nstituti+n,
ı,ılıi ch was solitlly l_dentified with colonialism, which ıvas alıvcys
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a sworn enemy of the working clags novement, and which gcvrı

its blessiıxgs to the gores of 1atif untlism. But 1ater factş ı:r::

also highly inclicative: while proletaıian organisations i..:c

bc ing cursed from the pulpit, Luis Emilio Recebarren, thc

f ouncler of the C ommıınist Party of Chi}e, invitecl the prcşc]ıcrs

to a calm ancl reasonable discussion in public and t]ınt in

many cases, as a Tule, tu:ııed out to be usefuI.

i'Ihen after the Great October Socialist Revolution anc] the

iirst World War, Chile enteTed upon a periocl of §harp po1-:ticaI

and socia1 battles, th€ hi§toı,ian Crescente Errdzuriz ıııa ş

archbishop of Santiago. Far from eupporting the eneınies of

change, he agreed to the separation of the Church frorn ,;iıe

state, and took g favourable view of the ongoing ref orros.
repea t ecl

A little later a slmilar situation wes / ln an evın Eıc,!c
porırır iıı

accentuateal formı when the Popular Front government wes j.:r

the 1ate 193Os, lt had very frienctly relations with Jos6 i;ırfo
Caro, the first Chtlean caıdinal. I recall the meetings rncnbcrg

of the Young Comınunist leadership bad with him; they vıerı

held in a spirit of cordiallty and trust, although the; did

not have any significant consequences.

i{one of these facts were qui.te accidental. In tho ecrl;,

decacles of this century, there appeaııecl groups of Cathulics in
Chi.]e who drew public attention by their non-tredi,iılona].

approach to socla1 probleıns. New approaches were germi:rating

in the minds of some eleıgymen who were we].l aware of thc ııork-
ing class rnovement and Recabe]ıren l s activity 1n the saltpetr-:
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riillc s , aııal were i:ı evicience in some of the parishe s ,,vit; ,:

deprivecl ldbouring population, and also arnong Catholic

students and pı:ogressive intellectuals, The fight agains,i thı

nj_litary dictatorship from 1927 io 1931 was carried on t,-jg,-üiıer

b]| C omrnunist students frora the Avance group and Catholic studonts

fronı the Renovacİ6n group. Masses of Catholics yıo::ked iogcthr:r

with the Comuıun:i st s, anci this helped to des'cıoy rıany a n;,ih,

iTew icİeaş were being spreatl by two ou. sı, anct j_rrg Catholİcs; tlıo

Josuit Alberto Hurtaclo and Bishop Manuei Larra{n,

The way to mutual urıderstanding was, therefore, e 1oııg one,

on the one hand, catholics were always withiıı the ranks of iiıo

CPChİle,whiletheparty,makingnogecretofitsetheistic
thinking, duly respecteci their persona1 religious seni j_ments,

o\,.r the pa5t 20 years, some priests became party activis,bs,

end they abided by only this conaıition: not to carry 01 pllr,]:lii

roligious propaganda among their party comracles, From 1958

on, when the party regalneal its constituti-onel rlghts, ancl up

unt il the fascist coup in 1973, many priests and membors of

ı.eligious orders gave open support to Communist candidates

in parliamentary and loca1 elections.

On the other banci, broacl masses of Catholics organised

in parties accentuating theır links to the church__suclı tıs tiıo

Christ ians Democratic Party and the Christian T.,,eft- -hev,i ı",iş j,n-

tgjJıeal with the C ornmunist s what coulci be cel]-eal norrnal rclı-
tions (even if with some c ontract ict ions) which have noİ,,, nnd

we1l-}ıı:,ıi.
aga jır al]_owecl for accord ancl alliance, Those are ,1 iacts,

/rs for Christian grassroots comınunities, their friendl;ı coııtac'i;s
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with conmunt§t tEırty c.lıg 1n aree§ of. joint actİon ha,Je becone

c ouımonplaQe .

For a1l that, the relations between c oınmıınist s and christians

were put to the test in two highly ğpğciflc pefio'ls of our

history. The iirat was tbö pe]rioal of the revolutlonarr, 6ovoıtı_

ment of Pfeglalont Selvador Allende; the second, the fascist

tyrarıııy of Augusto Plnochet. In both case§, their i:ıf ornıal,

burnen, İndividual ties were much more lntirnate becauso of thiı

i.dentlty of viewg oıı nany key issues. 3esides, the Cathol,ı_c

Church, as an 1ııstltution, ıvas given ample proof in the 1r0O0

days of the BoDular 6ove ıtment and the Chilean Revolution, thıt
the Commıınlsts were conınitted to res;ıectiıg religious s"lnt ir0ants

ancl to ırorking coagtıuctively witlı tbe cburch, I[hen the dictatcr-

ship wağ set u5ı, tbe Oatholle Chuı,cb on the whole took an anti_

-fascişt stanil, which ls highly valued by our party,

Consequently, theıe rıas a Brocess in Chile that was charıc-

terised by Raiıomiro Tomic, an outgtaniling catholıc politician

ancl a one-tiıne pre sldential canatidate, as lla crisig of c"nsci;us_

ne§su which, on the eve of the Second World War, and İıor3

ospocially afteı it, ttBronptğaı (and sttI1 prompts) broaaİ

Chrigtisn groupg (at firEt only the youth and rank-and-fi]-e

beli.oveış) to challenge the a].liance of tbe Church aad varicus

christtan trenciş in Igtin Amaıice with the eapitalist power

at home anal abroad. Theşe elements began to appreciate the dccp

antagonl,sm betweea capİt8lism with itc tleclarecl aims, practico§

and inEtitutional structure, anal th6 liberation movement of tlıe
dişlrüerlted peopJ.gş". 12

o
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10.

The thousandg of, events, both positive and negative, rıirich

hevı occurred lıı the course of this century, and above ş11 -i ]ı,-.

rcvclution ln Russia, the rout of Nazism i_rr the SeconC ',i ı.rld
l?ar, the succeEıEe§ı of exlsting §ocialism, the collapse of the

colonial systern in the postwar period, and the Cuban revolu,Lion

in T.,atin America, al1 these have 1eft an jııdelible impıi-ııt cn thc

minds of ınlllions of pract isjng Christians. ihe profound social
and Bsychological eha]ıg€ g in va:ılous couirtrie s of the continent

iıave led to a eearch for anci asge]]tion of new views of thc

§urro uJlal ing world.

A11 of us, C onrnuni st s and Christians of Latin Arnerica,

recently receİved a book wblch İs so ricb in reflectlong, go

packecl with contcnt aıal 60 clear in erposition of greet is§ue§.
131,i; is Iide1 and Religion ı,ıhich is a record of the convcr,sg-

tionş the Cuban leacler haci with the Brazilian Dominican l;'ri.:r

Betto. It is a book which tieals with §ome of the burrring pıı,blens
ot our clay with remaıkable direotness and sj.ncerity. Thı Conimunlst

Perty of Chtle puts on it the value it iieserves. Desp-l 19 +;.

fascist te:ırorlsm, tbe book was also publisheal in our c owıtrlr

and it has been reed, and will be reğat, by an eve]1 wj.der circle
of people.

I'Ihen considcrrng the role of Catholics (anal Christians
generally) in evaluatJn8 the pıoapects for an al].iance for tho
libeııation of the workiıg clasg ancı of the trati]x American pecplos
and nations, one ahould beaı yet another point in mlnd: tho
chenges in the con§ciougneEg of broad maEşes of believe:ıs are
a relatively ıı€w process, but it is veııy wide, it is confrontıd
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11 .

iTiıh ııeny oifficulties and obs,üacJe ş a;ıd has tc ru,n in i-ilgiil;",

cc,,airadictory condltions, Ii; has :)ı,-come a solıd, and c'o1,,c;-iv"

f ıctor of grovıing influence on rnj_]_fions of people, ijlhoa cıi,;ieı1-

1;. assessing our differencos w j,"t;iı believo]]s anrl the i:r",i:]1ui,bla

ıdvcııtages of acccrd ıvith them for joi::,' actron and tile :stablish-
U-L ' - ulo

ııcıt of vaıious f orms 
": 

ıınity and eveı of a11; ı:ac: , one ı_ı

ıhvays bear jır mind the 
')t;';,,] 

j-ıE:,i prol,ılems cf Chrr stian 'ı;iri_:1;irı5,

In the specif ic case of Catholic s , i-,|; is pref erablc t ı

bear in mind the simple and -6],enentary f a,c,i; of ,their belcngi;,1g

to an inştitutlon, the Church, !,,ıhich offers them protectiın,

LiacK once made an interesting remark concegiin8 ,:,ha Church,

iJhan ridiculing a petty-bourgeois writer intent on l'abolis]ıing

tlıc tantagonismt between money and comnoditiesll , he sıid tiiat

thei vıould be tantamount to 'ıabolishing money itself iI , i,s:i;lc3

nJney exists only by virtue of this antagonismit" At tiıiı pı-:n,i

lıe added: llv'ıIe ınight just as well tr;r to retain Catholic-i_snı

rıj-tiıout the Popg 
"'14

Three basic and highl;, contradic-cory ,bı,ends, :ech ,j ıü,j,ch

' s nıanif ested in a great many variant s, now coexist ıvit]i'_ı ,l;iıı

Cat}ıclic Church. One of the bishops of Santiago, lvlonsi5,::,r

Jcrge Hourtorı, ha§ described them as fol1ows: llThero e,I^] thosı

lı]ıo have adopted a new and unique ttheory of liberetion, ınd

fj:rd their theological credo in the r:_dj,culous assertio:ı i;hı,b

ihı:lirnedForceshevelj-beratedusfrbmllarxisrı,andtiıernfr-'r'e
ü-lvcry good Catholic owes them a debt of gratitude and sl],Pp']r'ı

f rır the established regiıne (the conservative position) , others
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;2.

ıre mo§t conceıned with mailtaining tha equi-librium, lıalancing,

as ıt were, on a hıife-ettge , being aware of the problerns, bu,i;

t rJ;ing to ignore them (the position of the indiffer,:nt). !inğll},,
-tlıerc are those who seek to go deeper, and while the}ı sc,ık ';c

bu_;_1d peace and a:ıe pure of heart , i;hey carııot avoİd bc i ng

aff,ected by the problems, by continuous attacks c:-ı their

Christianconscİence,antisotakingupmorecriticalanddissid.:.nt
,.15

po s ]-,i ]-ons. "

At the risk of oveısirıplifying, one could stete tlıet ıınong

tlıose taking the flrst position, the itconservetive oneii aı,:
1r

out-and-out fagcists, the men from Opus Dei,jo which en;ı;'s nıuch

j:ıfluence under the pres€nt pontificate, reactionaries of thı

ınıorst sort, and also well-intentioned and ingenuous tradij;icna]--

ists, clergymen of the oId stamp ancl ltçodl s f ocls" , 'Ihe

s'lcondposİtionisinstitutionallythepred.oninantone,includİn8
nıost bishopg, trsoftll conşervativeg, some of the reneıval-j- st s

rııhc have yet to sheci their ancestra1 pre judice s, ancl also f]

mjxed ba€; of refoıTnigtE who are not so much indiffereni to

change as taking a micldle road, The third position is held by

those who are detl icated--often unequivocally--to the sociel

struggle of our day- The mass of believers who incline to "ihe

third position in Chile is most impressive, It is true that

menJı of them are also uncler the influence of Catholic lecdors

tıking the second position. And el1 that is in continuous

flux, in constant evolutlon, hopefully, for the better,

The truly impoıtant fact is that moLe an_ğ_lqqre b,:,:1ievç,rj]

nc longe r feel that the re is a c ont radiction betıveen thıjr creıd
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ad rticİ tion iır the o1itica1 st O on ıh; siclı- of tiıe

1eft and even i_rı a revolution. For some " religion is ın ıddi-

t-rına} impetus to revolutiongr), action,

Theııagnitudeofthisphenorıeno:ıisevj'deritf:rom-;]r.p;-.leı:ıi-cs

ı,ı-itlıiiı the Church between the adhercnt s and oppon,J_lt ı - -

tlliberation theo1o8y,,. The lvho.Le poin; is th.:-i: i;h:- ğJjıtı ,f -t'ir

rıvolutionaıy epoch have had an impect on 1aI,6€, mass |c ,i

believers, and this has been reflected ",y somQ Cetho,Lic tiıeclc-

gicns developing the v,ıell-known cınceptio;r of ne,n as ın ,,c,ı;,'-vo

bei_ng transforming Nature and transformjng hims-"lr' -i: ,i]ıo

ccurs. of social activity, They talte e dialectıca] vieç; ,;f socie1

procesges, criticise the ethics of capitelism, take a st,i]d

fcr the oppressed classes and opt for socielism, The,t i:ı,c ::l;rn-

ed sorne circ}es in the vetican, and it hes become publ_c

kno,ıv}edge that some cardinals Iegard the libereti_on thcc1:51- ;::

a hcre sy.

ThePopehesa}socriticiseditfroııthebcgiııning.)fhis
pontificate. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the head of tiıe J-rı6rcga-

tionfortheDoctrineoftheFaith(lvhichisheirtotil:ıfnquisi_
tiorr and the Holy Of f ice) , has staged something lilıe a i;;:-!ı1 ıf

sonıe of the more progressive theologians, The Brazilic:ı rrıı,,ciscın

loonardo Boff was chastised for his speeches by the inpr_,e itiın

of a Jreart s !lpenitentia1 silencell , l9e1l-,inf orıııed circlcs -i,;_ Itc,J,;'

sa], that the Synod of Bishops convened by Pope Joiın Pau1 IT

in 1986 was about to anathematise the li,beration theol g;, ıılıın

nen;, promiıent prelates from Brazi1, Peru and othar cou_:,t:r'__es

cerıo out in its defence, The Synod ended without ınaking a
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14.

statament on thls issue. Tbe C ongTğgat ion for the Doctrine

of the Taith 1ater iesueci, with the Popels express approbation,

a tlocument entit}ecİ ı,Instı,uct{on on christlan Liberty and I.,İbera-

tionll , whj_ch was highly ambiguous but contaiıed obvious c,jjı.c ı s-

sions to some of the for.tnülations most vigorously becketl b;, thc

liberation theologlans.

One hag to assume thet the libeıation theology has so

reso]ıateaı throughout the world that the vatican was forcod tc

rospect it. And that İg no sİnall natter. These theologicns ar(.l

engoged in procluciıg ınor€ §ol1d ruorks, among theİ] a col1ectivı_,,

edttion of a new theologi.cal encyclopaeclia (Sumrna Theolqqica)

no longer based on Aıistotleı teachings,but on dlalecticıl
thJıking.

lIany Cathollcs find themselves confusecl and fear that tlıa

Vatican merely wants to postpone the confrontation in an cffoıt
to strengthen İt§ po§ltions in the various 3piscopal comrrissions

lıı Latin Ane]:ica by the continued eppointment of conscrvativo

bishopa to most of the vacanctes as they occur. there se.ns to

be some 6round for such f,ears, although it is quite eviclent

that the pa§sago of tlne ls now much fasteı, ancl that, i:ı tho

midst of the social upheevals anal st]ıuggle of the pe<ıples cf the

continent, it favouTs not only the liberation theologians,

but algo those who among the bellevers want cooperation <ıf a1}

the pıogressive forces without exceptlon.

The Communtst Party of Chile iloes not 1nterfere in tiıc
j:ıternal affairs of the Church, but lt takes part, ıvitlı resc]-vc

and fuIl clarity, in searching for ways to,ıvards accord. j oiat
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ction. eratlon, fılendshiş, uni ty and mutual und er stenc] ing
co oDa

Lq a}liance of the revolutionary anti-imperialigt moverıeut with

catholics and Chrlstians generalJ_y. Meanwhile, U§ iınperlalisn

hes stooped to ev€ry sort of iıtrigue, pre§sure anti infiltretion

of its men into ıeligious orgaoisations to ıne't'tle jı theiı

affaİrsandtrytodividethem.oneeıernBlewillsuffice:tiıe
lodges of OBus Dei aıe dliectly coıınectöd wlthothe CIA, ıııd

their machiıations are seen by the multitude l Catholics cs

profanation of their f,aith, are :ıegarded with revulsion and

ıe j ectetl .

There 1s also thç exemBlary struggle by broad masses and

thewholepeoBleofOhlleagainstPinochetlsfgscistt;'raruıy,
and it is emboaıied j_a ınell_eonc ertetl actlon by the paıt;, griıssrcots,

be they Me:sists, Chıistiens o:ı adherents of otheı ideologicııl

trendg. Chlle ls a oountly whore communist thjnking contiıuog

tc have deeB roots, despite the fascigt terrorism, It is, ai

the sarne tiııe, a country ia wbich chrıstianity has much woight,

anil in ıvhleh the catbolic cburcb enjoys indubitable influence.

It is a great flasco fo:ı Pİnochet that the Christİansı İ(jligiou§

sentiments dld not prevent them from jolning the Communists

andotheıtİemocratslntheflght,andfrom(İoingsoıvithcut
arıy second thoughts and prejuaııce. Theırs was not an eesy choico

jjrı any gen§e, no]ı waE it a ıınenimou§ one , but it waş rnado by the

ınajo rity of be lieveııs , and joint actions are noyJ iııcreasingl;,

masstve and lnvo]ve the moEt dlverşe şections of tbe pcpulai'o:ı,

l7e, Commuıxists, wi11 ilo our utınoet to go on streııgthcni-ng

this ınllitant brotherhood of chileans, to make it thg disil_nctivı:
feature of our aıenocracy and of our revolutlon in the battles ahoad,
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-1j Ior details, see Alvaro Oviedo, Stepan Llamontcv, 'i-:ır11 5;'

of Liberation: A Neıv Heresy?ll , \''i I\4R, No, 3ı 1986 "--Ed,

2 v.ı. Lenin, Col1ec,!9]L_yl9tE§, Vo1 , 10, pF, 86-87,

' Ibid,, p. 87.

4 Kar]_ hta rx and Frederick Engels, Selected l'i9rks iıı ';];,rıı

volumes, Vol. One, Iı,loscow, 1969, p, 14"

5 Kar1 Marx, Capita1 Vo1 . I, p. 7Z.

ü: --" rbid., p. Ul- .

7 ıtıo. , pp. 372-73, footnote.

B ıtia., p. 1O5.

9 ıiterally neaning ı'guardians'l , but ectually feudal 1orcls

rvlı o ııtook care|t of the Indians , --Ed ,

10 Bartolome de Las Casas (14?4,l-566), a Spanish bishoP, ıı

hunıanist who opposed the brutality of the conquistadors cnd

stood up in defence of the Indian populat ion , --Ed ,

11 caınilo Henriquez (:.769-l.825), a Chilean public and

political 1eader gnd the author of Chilets f irst Constİ,i;u,}_i _n.__

12 S"" fiThe ltreed and Outlook f oT United Actionll , Ui:l,. liı, 10,

a97B, p.74.
1J !'o" details, see Esteban Ona, tlFidel Castro ]iıf 1cc-L s o:r

Religion" , !lI{9, No. 1, 1987.

I4 Karl Marx, C apita1 Vo1, r, p. 87, footnote.
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n

I5

,.]cv ista Ch 1

J. Hotırtoh, " 1.,a §

a

17"

l opbiones polİticas t de1 cat olici§iı]c.il ı

, Roma, Nos. 80-81, I!a2, p" 37 "

16 A politica1 and reli.gious organi§ation f ourrded iır 192B

ı"ıi,th the aim of 1aunching llnew crusados agaj_ns,b comriunisııılı.--;d.
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The IMR Cornnıissj.on on latin Aıoerica and the Caribbean has
he].d an international round table in Prague on ıtthe Dialogue
of comııunists and christians Amid the current crisis in the
Regionıı in whiçh proıninent experts on religion and the chıırcb.
took part. Presented for dişcussion were reports by Juaı}

$oşalee, central conımj.ttee alternate rnernber of the commrınigt
Perty of Argentina; Jose_tr'elipe Carne_adg, Central Comnıittee
nember of the ÇonmuJıist Party of Cuba; orlaıdo lvİillas , Central
conınittee politica} corımiesion and secretariat nıember of the
Cornmunist Party of Chile (who could not attend); ancl Profes-
sor $ikqleı.i ğova]sky, DoQtor of History (USSR).

0aking part in the discuşşion ırere representativeg of fra-

lçç1

ternal parties on lijMR:

membeı cf the coınııunist
Maria Lanao , Central Connittee

Randolfo 3an
ty of Honduras;

Ro elio Gcnza aZ , Cen-

Jos
Party of Argentina; P.çu-lğ__roryçg,

Aentral coınınittee ?o1itical conrnissj.on rıernber of the corırnunist
Party of Bolivia; Ant ınio Gran.i a , rıember of the National ],eatl-
ership of the 3razilian Communj,st }arty (Uy oorre spondenc e ) ;
0 Viciani representati.ve of the Conınıı:ıist Party of CLıile
on SB; A].vaİo Oyi edo , Central Comrıittee nıe:nber of the Colom-
bian Conmunist Party; lraıcisco Garnb 0a ,Central Committee Poli-
tj.cal conmission ınernber of the people rs vanguard of costa Rice
Party; Ant onioD iaz Ruis representative of the Commruılşt ?ar-

coınınittee rıemb erty of Cuba; ],uiş Eınili o VeintinıilIa ,C entral
of the Communist Party of Ecuador; Jairne Barrios , Central Con-
ınittee meınber of the Comınrınist Party of E1 §alvador; Donai.4
Rluıo tar, Execut j.ve Committee nıernber j.n the Central Coınmittee
of the People ts Progressive }arty of Guyana;
Centra]- Coııııittee menber of the Coıırnuıist Par

as

Eleaı Tho mas Central Çoınroittee PoIitica]_ 3ureau member of
the lTorkers Party of Jarıaica; !.e ix Dixon centra1 conırnittee
meınber of the People ıs Party of Panarna;
tral Commtttee menber of the Paraguayan Corımunist Party;
Cesar Ji nenez , representative oİ the Peruvian Coınrnunist Par-tY; Jota Cgrrer,e, Centra1 Coıııılttee mernber of the Cornmunist

Etrt{ANGE oF vIEws. DrScUssrON

],ATIN I.MERICA: DIAIOGUE 0F MARXISTS AND BEıIEVERS CONTINUEŞ
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2.

Party o! Ycıezuela (by eırresptıdeıoe) i ,- , - ,-" ffii

---+Dr
Hans - Gıınther Ştie1er (CDR)ı and lrofessor Ş!§Jeg

Mamontov (wlm, staif nember).
FolJ,owing is a Eumnary of the digçussion prepared by

Alvaro Oviedo. To cover this subject more extensively, WMR

plarıs to publish severa} articles based on reports subnitted

to the round tab}e.

A Sho !'I}ı oIicy ofÇ onvenienc e ^_ ^ q+ rat c

one should stress at the outset that, referring prirıari}y

to the diğtinctive Latin Aııerican situation, alI speakers noteti

not on}y tbe expediency of dialogue and cooperation with Chriş-

tians but also the need to prcrıote it and to arrive at a new }e-

ve1 of understanding with due regard for the changes occuıring

in the wor}d. Tbe age we live in demands that vıe look steadily

for ways to exchange infor,ınation arıd views on an i§gue of şuclr

great importance for revolutionary practice.

ThequestionofrelationsbetweenMarxıstsandbelieversis
a subject 1ong faıalliar to the communısts. The generaı principles
İor j.ts solution were suggested by the founders of Marxism_Leni_

nişm. Later, the worlıi coüümunişt movenent acquired additionaı
experience connected, for exanple, with tbe f orrnation of ıınit ed

fronts against fascisın antt the war threat in the 19]o§. The do_

crıınents atıopted at the tiroe, af ter Ifauric e thorez l s deelaratioı
of the ithand outstretched in friendshiptı policy,1 kept referring
tı greeter cooperation with organisatj-ons of believers,

In their underground §truggle during Worlci ffar II, the com-

mıınigt partıes of the couıtries overrun by the Naziş also orient_
ed their members an joint action with all antı_faşcist forces,
including the christiarıs who joined the esistance movement. lll/e

glso know about the cooperatlon of the Russj-an Orthodox church
with the goyernrnent and people of the Soviet Unlon who bore the
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2

brı:rıt of the struggle against the Nazis during the v,ıar.
Aiter tbe victory over fasçigrn, virtually a}l fraternal

parties in the cauntries wbere the Catholic faith was widespread
advocated coordlDation of actign with Chıi§tians and with be}iev-
ers in general. The prinoip}e§ underlying this position were
iorrıulated in the colIective docurnents adopted at meetings of
communist and workersı parties-_for exaınple, in the Peace Mani-
feşto of 1957 which appealed to peogle of goodwilI, irrespective
of their political or religiouş affiliation, to help prevent a
new war. The partj_cipants in the 1!50 neeting stressed in thelr
stateoent thet no differences of a political , religious or so-
cial nature nıu§t be a barrier to the rrnity of the ınıorking people.

The 1969 Internatlonal Meeting of Conımrınist and !{orkerş'
?srtj.es was even more forthrig}ıt, noting that as social , politi-
cal and econonıic contradictions became mgre acute in ınany count-
rie§, new prospects were opening for a broad alliarıce with the
ınas§es of believers. The conference stated the conununlst convic_
tion that close contacts and Joint strug5le could transform the
nasseg of believers into a vigorous force of soci_al change.3

thi.s conclusion was 81so reiterated at tine l975 Meeting of
Latin Americaıı aııd Ceribbean Coıırnı.ıni s t Parties: tıChristians,
particularly Catholics, ordinary priests and even sorıe merıbers
of the higher c]-ergy are j-ncreasingly active in the popular
struggle for national and eocj.al progreso. They are. inspired by
the idea of, the church being on the side of the people... and
reJecting a coııpromise with reaction and imperialism. ?rominent
representatlves of the church oppose faşcist terroi and advocate
democıatlc rights and socia]- progreg§l'.4

Tbe eıperience of contacts and sonetiııes, of cooperation
between the coıınuıist§ aııd. the Icft, renovation-orl ent ed quarters
of the Latin Aınerican Catholic church--the working people in the
parishes, grassroots cıergynen and even sone bı.shops--is suffi-
ciently rich. this experience allows one to conclude--and this
has been stressed repeatetily by coıorade 3ide1 castro since the

?
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4,

early lg7Os--that this i§ by no ıneans a short-lived policy .f
convenience rooted in tactlca]. considerations, but a long-tern
§trategyo f the struggle for peace, sooial pr§gress, dernocracy

and national initepender,,a". 5 Au several §peaker§ pointed out,
joint action by Marxists and Chriştlans can promote eocialisrı in
latin .Ameri can ğountrieş.

New ?rob }ems. New Que stions

Wor].ii and, particula.ly, L,atin Anerioan developrnent§ have

prod,uced neı phenomena conneçted with'contrad.ictions not only
wlthln the church itse}f but also within capital-j.sm as a whole.

This, as ırıarry round table speaker§ §aid, gives a new arrd specifio
§hape to the tesks t}ıe corımunist parties have to tackle to in-
voJ.ve the working people, most of then belj-ever§, in the revolu-
tionary proces§. Without tbeir participation, far-reaehing §6cia1
chaııge is iınpossible.

Ever more Ietin Aınericanş, whatever their rellgion, çonclude
that one ınust conbıt a sy§ten whlch deals blows to the working
people indi scrirıinat ely, to believer§ and non-believers alike.
The policy of the transnational oorporations and other ınonopolies
which shift the bıırden of the c]:isi§ onto the shoulders of the
working people encoıı.rıters growing resi§tance on the part of the
peoples who refuse to aocept iııperialist ,diktat. The contribu-
tton of be}İevers to this struggle is hard to overeştimate.

The threat of rıanrs eıtinctj.on in a nuclear catastrophe arıct

the 8wareness of the corı.rıection between the arıns race and the
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J

pl u-rıder of the devei,oping corıntrieg are helplng to open the eyes

of peop}e aI1 over the world. fhe ebsı.ıröity of ınilitary spend-

ing 1s glaring again§t the backdrop of hunger, contagious dis-
eases ancl privatj.ons affllcting vast regions of the globe,

Tragic reality }ıas producecl profound changes in the reli-
gious practices of t}ıe Christian na§ges and their organi§ations

in Latin .America, above all wi tlı_in the Catholic Church. A,dapting

to the deınands oİ the tiD0e§, it İnevitab}lİ gave rj-se to currents

of renovation which asserted thernse}ves at the ]-,at in Anerican

Episcopal Councİl ( cEIaı{ ) conference§ in Medellİn (1968) and

Puebla (1979) eğd, theoretically, withln the frarnevıork of libe-
ration theology with its ııpreferentlaI choice in favour of the

poorlt &nd wİth itş cha,lIenge to the coıservative quarters of
a

the church.o The chief theoreticians of ].iberation theology

believe that the renovationist choice in favour of the poor is
consoııant with the general Christian princj-ple of Ioving onets

neighbour without drawing any §ocial d,istinction. It is §peci-

fied, however, that ltlove of the oppressedlt is expressedl through

participation in their liberation struggle and lllove of the

oppresaorsl' through changing the world 8o that they could no

longer exploit their neigbbour and ,lvould thus regain thelr hu-

ınan contlition. Thj_ s interpretation haE inçensed the reactionary
c]-ericals and the U§ administration who lnvariably describe it
as ll§ubver§lvelı. 0here are area§ in tatin .Alerica where even the

3ible is regarded as a subversive book; a p€rson in whose posses-

sion a Bible iş found is liable to go before a firing squad.
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6.

üaı:x i srq cannot be b].aıııed for the Bible becornjng an explosi_

vely dangerous book. The way it iş interpreted in the present

condltionş of poverty, explo1tation and oppression expresses the

ıspirations of the dispossessed and their hopes for a better

life.ltİsaprotestagainstoppression--although,inf.,eninıs
words, tıin religious guise".7

It is common knowledge that Christianity arose in the Roman

Enpire as a religion of the §laves and the oppressed aıd t}ıat it
proclalİned equalİty of a1l ııen. .A,t that time, slaves were regard_

ed raerely as '|cattle with the gift of speech,'l and they could

express their yearning for justice in the only foITn open to theııı
__in religious guise. §ubsequentlYı the religion of t}ıe ordinary
people was used by the ruling clagses to consolicİate their p6wer.

What is neıı is that today, this yearning for justice and

hunan di8nity can be realised.. the rıeetin€ across centuries bet_

ween the ideals of early christianity and the scientifıc goals of

a revolutionary movement opens up prospects of social change,

oi building a more hurnarre society. Referring to the experience oi

the Islanti of i'reedom, litlel Castro notes that in I,atin America,

a just §ociety has ceased to be a utopia end that if the church

attenıpted to create a ştate based on christian id,eals, it lvould

1ook very nucrı like Cuba.B

New realities born of a contradictory process which at tiınes

deviates froın a strictly onwaril course oake a nun,ıber of derıaıidş

on the c oııınuıist s. As the pBrtioipants in the round table pointed

out, we cannot remain indifferent to a broad ma§s novement which,

aithough heterogeneous and often contradictory, has an iınportant

potential for deveJ,opnent and is looking for a place of its own
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7m-

in todayıs revolutionary battles. One cannot approach this issue

of paranotınt significaııee to revolution in Latin America while

remainlng bo§tage to the patterns and positions of the past. Creat-

ive Marxisn,which iş alien to al1 dogııa or hidebound thinking,

ilema.rrd s that the comıaunigts folloııı closely t}re current trends of

the revolutionary process.

The direction in which the Christian masses will move large-

ly depends on our response. Generally, believers strive for eman-

cipation, but their hopea may be frustrated unless we work joint-

1y for banishing exploitation of man by rnarı. There is simtrıly no

such thiıg as an iiieologlcal vacuuın. ff Marxist, revo}utionary

ldeas fai1 to gain the upper band, other ideologies whic}ü are

hostile to genuine c haııge wi].l influence the masses, confusing

or restricting their action.
The participants in the round table expressed their concern

over the fact that Marxist-Lenlnist§ are §omewhat slow to study

these issues, to arrarrg e the available experience and j_ts new

aspects into a sygtem, and to rnake practical use of the conclu_

sions ııade. That is a seriouş d,rawback, and not only the frater-
nal parties of latin .Aınerlca but al§o the entire commrurist rnove-

ınent has a §take in correcting it. As it was stated at the meet-

1ng, Latin A. ricerı Marxigts are paying due attention in their
work to the realities of the Christian moveınent and its policy.
[his work is başed on criteria that transcend national boıııdaries,
whether tbls applies to reactionary clericalists, inoderate refor-
nlstş or to renovationists. But ştudies in this field ıoust be

intensified to ldentify tire ınore proınising subjec,Ls, to add vi-
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8.

gorır to the exchange o f, vi ews emd inf oııoation already unde:ıvıay

aınong the Comnunist ş--Artal, natuıal}y, to take specific $teps

enablİng letin Anerican chri§tians aİld Marıişts to tackle coınnon

problens together. 3inding coınmon grorınd with believers is a

task whicb, if accomplished, could make a great impact on the po-
pu16, nasses.

Aooperati on w j_th christiarıe

Speakers at the rolı-rıd table were rınanirnous in stressing the
need to proınote relations wit}ı the renovationist Christians in
tbe spirit of §incerity and ınutual respect. True, the materialişt
ııvorlti view is a direct oppo§ite of religious philosophy, and the
truth of Marıism-Leninism has been borne out by historical prac-
tice. 8ut joint action doeg not inply that either side nust
abandon its philosophicı1 or religioug convictionş. V{hile support-
ing liberation theology, we do not adhere to it at all ; a correct
understanding of this current he}ps to eıpo§e right-wing forceş
j-n the church and reactj.onaries in general- who want to use re-
liglous faith.for justifying pa§slvity and huınble acceptance of
eıploitation, oppression end arbj.trary rule.

As it was stated in the discussion, the cornınrınists ııuet open-
ly proclain their conviction that all forııs of deşarrollismo9 in
Latİn Aınerica bave falled and that hiştorically, revolutj.onary
change is the only way out of the crisis. we must work with be-
Iltvers without imposing our view on them, without lapsiag into
sectarian attltudes, and never losİng sj.ght of I,eninrs iitea that
'lno nunber of paııhlets and no amoıuıt of preachlng can enlighten
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the proletarlatı 1f it iş not enlighteneil by its own struggle

again.t the ciaık force6 of cepitalisrn".X0 However, both futj.le

dognatisn which i§oletes us from cbriştians and concessions on

nattersofprinciplestandinthewayofpoliticalecİuçatİonol
the workj-ng masseg, of tbeir noving closer to Marxism,

fhe welf_known precept of the fowıders of Marxisrn_L,enini sıı
__that atheıst education must serve the prirnary task of intensi-
fying.theclassstruggleoftbeexploitedagainsttheeıploiters
--is the corneretone of our relations with believers, This ap-

proach does not stem from tactical considerations or short-term
advantagesbutfroxntbedernandsofnateria].istdialectics--ef-
fofts mu§t be focused on changing those şocial conditj_ons which,

today, prornpt people to turn to rellgion,
Thig wıs why Lenin saiti that no effort should be spared to

draw worker§ stil1 be}ieving in God into the party. He stressed

that lıwe are absolutely opposed to giving the slıghtest offense

to their religious convictj-ons!' aııti that 'ıwe recruit them in

orcier to educate then in the spirlt of our prograrn'ı.I1 Fidul Crst-

ro notes in this connection thet froın a strictly politicaI point

of view, tıone can be a Marxlşt while reınaining a Christian anci

work together with Marxists ıho are communistş to transfoım the

world".12

Dia}ogue with Christians is a f o rııı of 1deological stru€gle,

not appeaseınent. However, partlcipants in the round teble pointed

out, our tlebates with believers [ıust not scare them away fron

u§, rıu§t not degenerate into a vio}ent quarrel in the course of

a common struggle. These debates ghould tieııonstrate that Marx i grn-
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10.

Leninigm İs a pro f ounclly substaıtİated theory corroborated' by so_

clal practice end conşonant with the interests of ttıe working

clase arıd the oppressed in general

Certain new nuances arise here, tbe round table participants

noted. In their rapproacbeınent with Oatholics, some party memberg

ınay at times even ciepart fron the philosophical principles of the

Marxist world view. We tell these conrades that one must emphasi-

se al1 that ıınites us, but never sacrifice our princlples, It is

partioularly inportant to rea}ise how those Christian§ who break

with right-wing, refornl§t, enti-Marıist and anti -c onrnııni şt ideo-

logy can be helped to join revolutionary activitiee an'L fincl their

place on the side of the oppressed, And, natıııal-ly, tbey shoul'l

learn about the princlples of Marxlsm-L,eninişrn from the right

gource, not frorn the caricature presented by reaction,

Another iınportant point is connectetl with the fact that ınany

Chrj_stians who ca11 themselves Marxists and who take part in the

politicalrevolutionary§truggleetrivetornasterscİentificideo-
logy but canno t enbrace it fully, canno t bring theınselvee to

abanalon their religious beliefs,
Thus, speciflc developrıent s are ınaking new theoretical and

practical demands on the conıııuıist parties, In order to cope

wlth these demanals, the rorınd table emphasised, one nust remember

above all that in tbe course of t}ıe dialogue, Marxlsts and Chris-

tlans can, without giving up thelr principles, find much in

cornmon in their approach to etiıica] values 8o close and dear to

aI1 people of, goodwi}l.
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Morıove!, latİn Aınericın feelitteg €ncourage belİevers and

Ma:=lstg to unitc ııithin orgsnisations playing the part of a

vanguaTaı.--a completely neıı ;ıhenomenon in the conteınpoıary liber-
atlon moveıncnt. !oı errarıple i thc Ieadership of the Sandinişt

National l,iberation Fıont rrhieh ts being tıansfoııned into an

tnte6ra1 party, incluites Chrietian activlgts and Catholic

prlests; the lssue of forminğ 6 ğingle revolutlonary vanguard

has also been ralseal 1n El Salvador. Here we are dealing not

only wlth dialogue and cooperation but algo ırith a convergence

of several political forces tn a ınonolithlc organisation repre-

sentlng the advance gırırct of revolutlon.

Nationa1 0DDortunitİes andD lfficu]-ties of the

Dia 1osue

The round tab]c considered the dtstinctlve plaee of rel1_

gion in difierent Iıtin Anerlcan countıieş. In an atterıpt to

draıy a tentative panorerrıa of the subject and cover the vieııs

expıessed at the round table antl reports that have appeaxed

1n the preEıs oveı the past few years, let us consider the posl-

tlon of the ohurch anii ol bellevers ğna the attitude of Latin

American communist paıties to thcın.

Slnce thı 194Os, the Communtst Party of ğg[S has

pursued a policy of oflerlng cooperatlon to Catho],İcs, lhts

coı]Lrge rğe§ f ollotİeil in the f trst postwar decades, although at

thet time, the church ag a soclal lnstitution prorıo,bed, coogeı_

vattve, reactionary, antı_communıst and anti-soviet treiıds and

ıvas openly hogtile to any demands of the ırorkcrs and to any
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progre§slve change. But even then, cienoeratic current§, albelt

very weak, could be dlscerned emong thc elergy.

Noıı that contrıdictions have sharpened ancl dlfferentistion

hag becone obvtous İtthln the ehurch, the Argentine comrıunlgtg

reject all forms of cfuale ant 1- c lericalism end all atternpts to

dlsmiğg the öhuİch arld the rnovementg alliea ıith it as totally

reactionary socla]. forc€s.

An unbiased 1ook at the sttuatlon ghons t}ıat the ınor€ con_

servative of the Argentine bishops are gradually }osi,ng thetr

leaiting role, although they stil1 retatn firm posıtions ln the

top cburch hlerarchy, aınong army chaplaina and Xn uxban and

ruraI organİsatİons of big eapita]_. A 8roup of btshops and prela_

tea is asseıtlng its place arnong the elergy: thcy have shlfted

noticeablytot}ıeleftlsupportthemorepTo8İessivedernantls
of the masses and advocate liberation theolo$r__although thls

has cost soıne of them thetr lives. Many priests and Ieadeıs of

rellgiousagencieareallsethatİnoıdertoıetainltsties
vylth the mag!,es, the c}ıurch must gbandon its obsolete rhetoric

and speak a o€t91 ınore lefoııılst 1an6uage open to a dlscusslon

oi social probloıns, of the aapiratione of t}ıe dispossessed ancl

the oppressed. True, t}ıese ftgurcs still labour under ant l,,

-c onrnuni§t ınisconception§ and class-based pıejudıce and try

to avoial a radtcalişatlon of their congregations, But even

given such conseıvatıve ettitudes şhlch do not go beyond timltı

ref oımism, soıne common ground can alrays ba found, and, thi§ can

make it possible to pursue a pollcy oi alliances rlth 'ıhe rçno-

vationısts on lssue§ such as the struggle lor peace, democnatlc
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freedoms and, to ğ certain eıtent, e more equitab].e iiis,tributlon

of material beneflts.
The Coınmunists of Argentine ıre working constant}y arnong

believeıs, and the party is aıaıe of the numerous taşks tt ıgill
heve to solve white travelling in this direction, The Vietorio

Codovilla Centre for Maı=ist_L,eninist §tudies under the C?A

Centra]. Comrnittee hes formeal a special study group on religious

igsues. llhe group hae r'ecently prapareil a nuınber of publicat ion"1]

aimed at providing activtsts wlth theoretical background foı
dialogue and cooperation ııith the masses of believers.

In 3raz11, where renovetion has spıead ııidely aınong the

clergtrr, tbe left wing of the church played a prominent part in

the struggle agatnst the ınilitary dlctatorship vıhich had ruled

the country for ınore than 20 years (1954-1985). Here is a quote,

tion frorn a BCP policy clocument ı 'ıIn the ilarkest period of

fascist represslon ,/the Catholtc Church/ tfas €ıınong those fet

who had the courage to raise t}ıeir voice to publicly eıpose

the crirnes and the arbitrary rule of the dictatorship, and it
did this ftrııly and boldly, thus contributing decisively to

the şhaping of netiona1 pub}te opinion which eondemned the
aA

regirne," ''
rn the absence of )_egal parties, the left_ıçing church acted

openly as the moutbpiece of the opposi-tion. Jointly ıvith severıl
progıessive politicat figures lt organised a caınpaign foı e

broad, general and unlirnited annesty and later ca]-ted for e

dieeussion of a constitutional reforrn.
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Tiith its 11O ııı1}11on parishloners, the Brazilian Cathi]-lc

Church carries great wetght 1n the Catholic ırorld. 3razil ac-

counts for nearly one_third of all latin American Catholics

rvhom recent years bave set in ınotlon_witness the eırergence of

some 1O0rOOO grassroots Christian communities1 5 ıyitrı a great

democratic ancl collectivist potentia1. l,iberation theo]-ogy has

even had an impaet on the top level of the church hiera:ıchy

and is felt among the Brazilian episcopate, whlch, vri';h its 357

bishops and five cardinals, is the largest in the Catholic

world. A Tecent coaierence of the episcopate has raised the

issue of promotlng democratisation in Brazil and adopted a

docuınent calling on a1l Catholics to .discuss ways of expanding

popular parttoipation in the nation' s econonic and social af-
fairs. An open advocate of agrarlan reform, the chuxch reaffirın-
ed lts stand by propostng to hantl oveı a].1 its land (about

1BOra69 hectares) to the government should the latter decide

to change the structure of rural lanaİ tenure.

In the modern history of Chile, ıelations betweea Comınun_

lsts and Catholicg who constttute an absolute majority of

believers have gone through two stage§ shaped by compl_etely dif-
ferent pol1tical clrcuınstances. In 197C.19T3 the revolutionary
government of §a}vador Allende malntained relations of ınutual

respect wlth the chuıch; the masses of Christians were eıt ens iv-
ely J.nvolved in the Tevolutionary process. The second stage

began ırtth the atlvent of the savage faseist ilictatorship. 3ut

even in these conditions, ancl ciespi-te the intrigues of ihe

conservatlves riho yrere encouraged by the appointınen-t of a
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1c

new oafdina]- in Santiago de Chile, the Catholj,c Chuıch assumed

a stand that was, on the wholeı anti_fascist, The Coromunistg

bave repeatedly nelcoıned its various ınoves, Conversely, ?ino-

chetla regime has treated the chuıch brutally and insulitngly_

priests have been arre§te'ı, exilecİ and even assassinated; chuı-

ches and catheclrals have been besleged and mined,, l"{aintaining

tbeiı cially contacts under these conditions, Communists and

Cathollcs strengthen their ttes ln the name of their common

strııggle for freedom. Thie is ref}ected graphicalty in the

frtendly relatiotrs eıisting betııeen territorial party cells ancl

grassroots Christi8n c ommunit ie s ,

the Coınmunist Party of Chi],e proceede from the prlnciple of

non-interference tn the interna1 affalrs of the cbıırch, firınly

and unequivoca}ly advocating unclerstanding and joint aciion bet-

ween guppo?ters of revolutionary change and the magses of Cathol_

ics anil other Chrtstlans, The party ls tloing its uiııost to make

thlsadtstinctivefeatuıeofthenationlsfutu,rederıocracyand
revolutionary "h.ng". 

1 6

In İ9§3gg9JL, oppressed by T,ıatin Ameıica's oldest dlctatoı_

sbip, the chuıch a],so demonstrates a deslre to take the sentl-

rnent§ of the rnasses into consideration, This trend has affectecl

even the hlgher members of the church hierarchy, signalling

thatconslderablechangesareoccurıİngintheParaguayanepisco-
pate rıhich, not too long ago, was a maingtay of the dic'cator-

ghip. Archbishop Ismael Rolon crlticises Stroessnerı s rule in

bis sermons. Tıast yearı Prİests and nuns staged a procession in

Asunclon, calling for peace, freedom and justice for a}]- thoge

sufferlng from poverty. The marchers condemned the regirıeıs
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lo.

reprisals against peasant faıııilies. The idee .}ha-; o-ia]_o8ue,

cooperation and, joİnt action with the Comrııunists and a11 demo_

cratic forces are needed. is gradually making heac'lrıay aııoıg
the Catholic clergy and lay believers.

The Paraguayan Communi§t Party holds that there is suffi-
cİent common ground between Christian and atheisi ınıorkers to unite
for liberation ftom exploitatton, oppression and i]overi,-y; as far
as the church itself is concerned, it, too, is ''increasingly
opposing the dictatorship which accuses bishops and ordinary
prlests of abetting gubversive activities'',17

Bolj.yia ts a I.ıatin American country where the Catholic
lnfluence is particul-arly evtdent, although other denominations

a}so exist. Despite the fact that sone circ]-es of the church

b,ierarchy cling to old, reactionary concepts, after the Second.

Vatlcan Council (1962-|965) positİVe changes occurred İn the

ğppfoach of the church to issues such as the socio_economİc posi-
tion of the working people, human rights, democracy and resistance
to the clictatorships whieh had repeatedly unleashed reprisals
against belİevers and even murdered priests. These neıry develop-
ments and a response to liberation theology opened broader opport-
unİtİes for clialogue and joint action of Coınmunists and Christians
to champion nationa]_ interests and the deınends of the popular

mag§eg. The 3olivian church has recently taken a clear stand on

the key tssues of the nationıs life,
First, it acted as mediator between the authorities and the

uıorkeTs of the SigJ.o XX anil Catavi rnines ııhen the miners staged

8 na§s hunger strike to protest against the governııen,L policy of
privatisation and shutdowns, Second, the Assembly of ,the 3o1ivian
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lalty, supported by the }eacterş al the church, denounced the

.Iuly 14, 1185 tncursion of lrŞ tTodps lnto Boli.via, allegedly to

combat drug dealers, Es a violgtion of nattona]- sovereignty.

Flnatly, one of the dacuments adopted by the Bolivian episcopate

has d,escrlbed the external debt a§ |!aınoral-" and stated that a

refusal to ğervice lt is justified froıı the Christian point of

view on socia1, political antt putety huııanttarian grouods.18

in a thinly veiled reference to the IMF, the bishops assert that
ttııel} knorn lnternational organisatlonsı' are fristing their
sc}ıeme§ on Bolivia and that the burdea of iınplenıenting them is
boıne by the dispossessed.

fn the Catho]-ic Church of ğ9, there are quite conservative

and even ıeactionary currents, but theıe are also influential
renovationist forces ııho fo1low the i.deology of Gustavo Gutierres,

a priest, a theologlen anci one of the founders of liberation
thcclogy. As early as 197l the Peruvlan episcopate acknoırledgeil

the ad,vantages of socJ.alism, although opponents of change again

ggineai the upper hand ln the ınid-198ls.19 Goti"rres and his sup-

porters appreclate Marxism highly as a doctrine of social deve-

Iopınent, and they use Maıxigt precepts ln their theological con-

gtruct E .

Signiilcantly, Left Untty (].,U), a coalition which includes

tle Peruvlan Coınııunist Party anii which i§ the countryrş second

strongest political force, maintalns pıactical cooperation bet-

ıceen Christlans and Marıistş. A]-fonso Barrantes, the I,U leader

and the rnayor of L,ina, describes hirnse].f as a Christian Ma:=igt.

Withln the fraınevıork of the TJ}, he Etrive§ to c oınpıehe nsively
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17a.

pıomote contact§ and cooperatlon çlth grassroots Christian
eoıııııgnlttes and phıtleularly ılth gutport€rs of ltberation
theolory. fe nal.ntalns tlıa t unllke gpeculative theology, liber-
atİon theology ts born of and rooted ln Peıuı s tragic reallttes.

1he unbearable posttion of the peağants is the nation|s fore-
ııogt soctal probleın, the drana of godfoısaken rnountain villages,
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.1 çl

the brutıl eıploitation oi those who go to the ci,,.ies in search

oi Jo.bg, starvat1-on ğnai living cond.itions unfit for hunıan

belngı_-thef,e are the realittes that influence the religious
consQlousness of believers and prepare them for acceptance of
soclalist id.eas, The experience of the Cuban and },licaraguan

revolutions ııith their policy of close alliance betv,ıecn ırorking
Chıistians and Maı=ists eıert§ a perceptible influence on the

?e:cuvlan renovationists and on the masses of believerg ıvho have

been set in mot ion.
The Comınunists oi Ecugdor also believe that join.; action

is both possible and necessaıy. The 1Oth Congress of the CPE

(1981) satd in its politlca]- resolution that l'the strategy out-

1tned by the perty calls for the unity of all anti-irnperialist,
d,emocratic 6nd patriotic forces in the struggle for a revolu-
tton of 1iberation rith a socialist peıspective... Conditions are

in evtdence for joint action with influential groups of progres§ive

Catholics. " 
20

T{hat ls known as the people|s church has played an important
part in awakening the conşciousness of the Indian ırorking masseg

in latin Aınerioa. The lıpeopl€ı § churchtt created a network of paı-
ish schools ueing radio broadcasts as teaching aids; this effort
wae 1nspired by l,eonidas ?roano, forınerly the bishop of Riobamba

and 6 weIl-known figune ln Iettn America. The reectionaries have

ıepeatedly bfanded him a '|Cornrnunisttı, In 1973 the Yaiican subject_
etl hiın to a special lı§creeningtı, and in 1976 he was eveıı arrested
on charges of llsubversive activitieslt. tlThe bishop of the Tnalianstt

and hig suJrporter§ have done ınuch to help overcome anti-communist
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19.

attitudes among the Catho]_ic nas§e§ and to proınote the solida-
rity oi the Ecuadoıan ırorkers and peasants ııj.th other Latin
Anerlcen peopleg lighting for Iiberation.

The right-ııingers trled to u§e the 1965 visit of Popc John

Paul II to Eeuador to strengthen their hand. they opposed the

tdea of unity of the working people in their strugglo for soclal
change. But these attempts failed. Hundreds of thousands of rn_
iiians filled the streets and gquare§ of the cepital and the

roads leadlng to the cltyi they deınanded that the church defend

the poor. El lueblo, the principal newspaper of tbe CPE Central
Coınnittee, wrote at the tirne: llWe Coııınunists are often accused.

oi being enemies of bellevers. T}ıat is an outıight lie. We are

enernies of the way the ruling claşses use religion to d,aınpe n

thc struggle of the people for theiıı tnteregts. We be].ieve in
unity and cooperation of Coınrnunists and Christlans who uphold

their eeonorntc and soclal rlghts and oppose waıı and the arms

igce. "21

Some of bcuadorıs Catholicg are politically affiliated ln
the Revolutionary Moverıent of left Christians, an ally of thc
c ornınunists. A Iarge part of be}ievers votes ior the cpE and the

§ocialists in elections, It is no accident that in chirıborazo

Province where Pxoano noır lives and works, only Comünunist and

soclalist candid.ates rıon in the latest alections.
The Catho}ic Church ln Cplombta plays a promtnent role

not only tn the purely religious sphere but a].so in goveıınment,

due to the concordat22 ıçith the Holy See. rn many respects,
tt is even more traiiitiona]-ist than the stmllar covenant§ with
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20.

one.

The c onservat ive-re foırnist elenents constitute a najority
in the Colombian church. However, today this majority which

1ş hostile to liberation theology and which has been weaned on

a nt İ-c oünrnunism, holds that the guerrİl}a movement and. the

'lsubversive activitiest' in Co]-ombia cannot be e}iminated by

foree of arrns only. Therefore, this current proposes agrarian

refoım and other measures that would ensure peace, jobs, and the

people ls accegs to education, adequate housing and basic serviceg.

6uch iundarnentally Catho}tc eountries as,Spain or Portuga1.

ihere aıe three ınain eurrents ıvithin the coloınbien

Catho}tc Church. Urst, there is the far-right, reactionary cuırent

ııhieh unites ceıtain prelates, the army chapl-ains ıgho subscrlbe

to the infaınous natlonal securl,ty doctrine, as rreIl as tradition-
alist priestd. Obseurantlst figures such as Father loielvre pub-

llctse their vtewe İn colombia and have open suppor"ıers, nıany

of them connectecl ırtth the Opus De1.23 The second, conservative-

-refoırnist cuilent covers rnoşt of the clergy. Opposing the re-

novatİonists either openly or coveıtly, tt is the rnain obstacle

to the propagation of liberation theology. rts doctrina1 rebut-

tal ls the task of llrnoderatetl reformi.gts ryho are backed by

various West Geflnan Christian funds and foundattons. Finally,
there is the third, truly renovationist current which is clogest

to the left anii ırhich upholds the rnore radical precepts of

}iberation theology. Its members, includlng g group of priests
who have joined the peoplels armed struggle, often take a prog*

ressive s{66ğ-f1.6ç a consistently tleınocratic to 5 revolutİonaı.5r
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21 .

lhe Coloııblan Cornınunists believe that unity of all forces

ıalvocıtlng change can be attained in dİfferent ııays-_frofl öoh-

certed actlon ııhen the objectives colncide temporarily to a jolnt
gtııJggle ioı long-teıın goals, engured by a succession of accords

on speclfic issua§. Foş tbis reason the CPC uses every opportunlty

to find common grouncl wtth all those vıho ıgant the tru"u24 to

conttnue and. ıcho strlve for socio-po].itlca]- change in favour

of Çolomblals democratisation ancı progress to advanced dernocracy.

Prorninent among these forces are Christians, includiag some

prelıtas.
The seculaı tradltion has always been quite strong in

Ve neıue lan polittcs, and that is a marked diflerence frorı the

situation in Colonbia, A coınplete diviston of func,i,'ions betrçeen

the chuıch and the state has been a distinctive feature of the

Venezuelan scene for ınore than Ş0 years. Civil ınarriageı divorce,

government_c ontrolled edueation, etc., are realities which no

Catholtc cb.allenges, |!he people of Venezuela practice Catholic-

tsın thetr own way, which is cievold of any fanaticisro. Ehey

are very tolerant with regard to religious matters, and thls
opeas great opportunities for the party's political and, ideolo-
gtcal work aınong believers.
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,D.

The Communist Pasty of Yenezuela and the Catholic Church

maİntainrBlation§ofıoutualrespectandrefrai:ıfronıattacking
egab otber. |[he oontaots estoblished with certain ecclesiastieal

quarters can be described as very good, This applies not only to

that part of, the clergy which hes ernbraceai liberation theolog;",

that is, not onfy to the ıırebellioustl and ıenovationisi priests,

butalsotothepriestswhoarelessreceptivetoneı.ıideasbut
whoupholdtheliberaltıaditionsofVenezuelalsCatholicfaith.

thieiswhytheCPVeppreclatesthecooperationestablisher]
with these religious f,igures, on specific issues, Acting in the

interests of the people, the party rejects behind-the-scene§

r0ano6üvİe8§n.idemagogyaboutthechurch.Thernateİİalisnand
atheisn of tbe coınınunişts do not po§e an i:ısurınountable obstacle

to the tllsşeınination of Ma ıııcism iı the Venezuelan working class

rnoVbment, nor do they stand iı the way of the policy of broad

allianceş with a1], democratlc forces. §uch is the course ııapped

out by the §eventh congress of the cPV (october 1985) and airned

at helping to overcome the conseguences of the severe crj_sis

which bas afflicted the country in recent years,

ent ral America and the caribbean

The participants iı the round table were paı,ticularly

ested to 1€8rrı about the experience of cooperation between

tians and Mafrci§ts accuınulated by socialist Cuba.

Although the Cuban Catholic hierarchy1 connected ı,/itiı

Uniteti §tates and t'rancols Spain until the 1960§, at first

i.rı.t eı-
chli§-

the

support_
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23.

ed, thg coıınter_Ievolutionarİe s, publlcly condernned court sentenc_

e§ to the butchers froın the Batista clan and opposed iiıe agrarian

refo]rm, cuba ts revolutionary leaders treated the religious §en-

timents and needs of believers with respect, displayed e::eiıplary

patience and ca]-med the people ıs iırdignation over the stand of

the prelates. The new government exposed the clergyııcn a:rd 1ı;,

Catholİcswhocİtedrelİgiousmotivestojustifythei::anii-
.patrloticactivitie§.ButCubaıschurcheswerenotclosed,end
there were no impedı.rnent s to the celebration of religioı_is servi_

ce s.

When the acute confrontation provoked by the reactionary

clergyınen tn the fiııst postrevolutionary years was overcone,

the ohurch entereci a gradua1 proces§ of adapting to the nevı

Cubanrealİtles,andthisevolutionwasnotwithoutitscontra-
dictions €naı zl8zags. The first signs of this adaptatioır appear_

ed in 1969, when the Catholic Church opposed the US bloclıede

of Cuba. Ae for the Evangelica]. and Protestant denorninations,

repre§ented in cuba by rnore than 50 quite hetero8eneous coı,ınunı_

ties, they tentled to support libera1 and progressive vleıvs

froın the very begirıning. The Cuban revolution also stı:essed

the neect to respect the religious practices unconrrected wit]:

acclesiastical i.nstitutions but widespread, since colcnial

times, aınong the poorer sections of the population.

This policy ııade it possible to unite diverse forces arcund

the objective of defencling and cieveloping the revolution; tlreir

own experlenee le<i theın to accept Marxisn-L,eninişnı. Tlıis is a

1eseon of gıeat value for contemporary Latin Aınerica. Todayls
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leadeıg oİ Cuba lnclude forrner Catholie ancl Protestant miİıisters,

as we}f ag woınen who belonged to tbe organisation ı'With the Cross

for the Countryı| ı created to unmask the machinations of the top

ecclesiastical hierarchy and of the reactionary clergy. Froedonı

of congcience ancl freeiıorn of relj.gious practices are guaranteed

conştitutİona].ly, an(l proper material conditions are croetetl to

ensure their actual exercise.

Afteı the ciictatorsbip of Somoza was overthıoıı!ı in 1|jffi,
the Cathollc dlgnitaries opted alrnost unanimously for an alliance

wiih the opposltion, anti i:ı Ntcaragua, the opposition has elose

ties wİth the counter-Tevolutionaries. Spİıltual ıeaderslıİp of

these forces has been as§umed by Mlguel Obando y Bıavo, the

a::chbİshop of [1anagua who has recently been e}evated to tlıe rank

of cardiııa1 ln recognition of his aiubious se:ıvices. fhe 1ocal

episcopate tg openly critica1 of grassroots chıigtien cornınunities

and demands that the priests serving as cabinet rıIiuişt er§--§uch

as Foreigrı, Minister Mlguel dlEscoto anal Miniğter of, Culture

Eıçıesto cardenal-step dowıı from their government posts. This

policy is supported by the Latln Aroerican Episootıol Conference

and by the lioly §ee.

This iş what solidaridaal , a Colombian periodica1, wrote

in this conıection: 'tThe attitude of John Pau]- II to llicaragua

is in sharp oontrast with his tolerant posltion vis-a-vis Cuba.

He has accepteal the Cuban soclalist revo]-ution as iı,levorsibJ-e.

At the §aıne tiıne, he ıefuses to accept the firmly expre§şed

ı,ıi11 of the Nicqraguan people who are also resolved to carrJ, out
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i n, 25.

ğ revolution. Why this difference of, gtti.tudes? The irıpression

tş that Rone proceeds from pqrely pol1tica1, not evaııgellcal
considerat ions .tı'J

For a1l the complexity of the reJ.ation§hip between the

state and the churcb in Nicaragua, the hlgheı levels of the

Catholic hlerarchy do not play a decislve ro].e. Gı:assroots

Ch:ıiştian communities united 1n what is called the peoplet s

church make a great contribution to the d€fenoe and ıeconstruc-
tion of the republic, end so alo ınany priests who fill governınent

posts anci even serve on tbe cabinet.
The Sandinist pollcy tn religious matters haş been articulat_

eil by ?resiclent Daniel Ortega: the revolution bes never lırfrirıgect

ancl wi1l neveı j.nfringe oıı the fıeetlom of religion and ıeligious
practices; thiş is borne out by the f,act that seTvice§ are held

daily and encounter no obştacle§. lıButrrl the Nicaıaguan leader
gdaled, lıwe shall never permit thiş freedomto be uşed to justi-
fy terrorisrn or counteı-revolutionary acttvities.''26 These

are the positions froın which the gove::aınent of natlonal revi-
val ie conducting official negotiations with the loca1 hierarchy
and with the Holy See.

The ep iscopate of EI Salvador general.ly f olloıvş a prc-Us

couIse and supportş the anti-popular ıegime of NapoJ_eon DLıaf,te.

lieYırtheless, j.n the course of the dialogue conducted to end the
aıned conflict which ls devaştatiıg the countıT, the pclicy of
the FMNLF-RDFZ7 h"u generated understandiııg with some prelates.
Idonsignor Aıturo Rivera y Danas, Archbishop of §an §6lvadcr,
act§ as a ınediator between the parties to tbe conflict.
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26. .

Grassıootg Chıistian commrınit ie e which appearecl in tho

country in the 1960s have tlone much to help organise and unite
the Şalvadoran working people. In 1980, the şo-called Coordinat-
ing Centre of tbe p€ople ı s church was set up. While recognj.sing

the authority of the eplscopate, i.t coordinated the activities oİ
the comraun:itles and of those pıiests who irınade a choice in fa-
vour of the poor|ı. Speaking on their behalf was the late
Archbi§hop Aırıu]-fo Romero who wag shot anct killed du::ing service.
He called on soldier§ not to foIlow ordeı:s when they .were sent
against the people.

Toalay, two government s are vyjıg for control of El Sa].vador

--tha o1ciı eıploitgtive power nıhich is gradual}y losiJrg ground,

and the neuı, revolutionaıy authorities whicb contro1 a 1arge

and growlng part of the country. In the liberatdaıoo§ı
1oca1 goverıment bodieş operate whlch are i:ı charge of educa-

tİon, health caTğı production and self-defence. They recei.ıe
considerable asslstance froın pri.ests, monks and 1ay believeıs.
fhis means that the church i.ş in fact alşo divided in ]il Salvaclor.
One mu§t note that al1 five member.,orggnj.sations of the Fi,il,trLP

stıietly obgerve the principle of respect of religious bel:i.efş.
In the zone they contro1, everything has been done to rnake reli_
gious serviees possi.ble. ?rogressive religious quarters make

a great contribution to the şo]-ution of the c oı.ıntry l s probleıns
by oıgaıising humanitarian aşsistance to the population from
various churches in the Uniteci States and j.n Europe.

The church of Cost_a Rica wields considerable iniluence
and i§ quite conservative. A§ a §grvant of the ruling classe§,
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it currently supports the counter.-revo]utionary canpaign Iaunch-

ed in Nlcaragua by Cardinal Obando y Bravoı during election§
at hone, the Costa Rican church actecl as the shock troops of

Teaction, ulc ing the electorate not to vote for the Conınunists

and to be as submissive and humble as possibleı lThen nıegs

popular action is stagecl howevef, a1l thi§ does not pfevent tile
church from rnedl_ating the dispites between workers aırd enployers

or froın displaying a degıee of understand.ing in response to t}ıe

§pecific proposals and dernands of the people.

The People ı s Vanguaril Party of Costa Rica pays §pecial
attention to its relations with ecclest iastj.cal figures, includ-
ing higheır-xanking ones, because the interests of organised

christians and of the cornmıınists coincide in matters of the

struggle for peace and. inteııxational solidarity, in the protec-
tion of huınsn rights, and in joint action i-rr the ınass organisa-
tions of workers and peasants striviııg for better living ccndi-
tions and upholdtng other ciemancis of the working people.

Compared to other IJat in Arıerican couJltrie§, the nurıbeı of
clergynen in liogtiura s ls snaIl: one priest per 15rOO0 people

as against 8ro0O in neighbouring EI Salvador. rn the late 1950ş

and early 1970s a rarnified network of grassroots christian
corAnunitleş sprang up İ:ı Honcluras and flrmly §upported the
peasantsI cİemand of an agıarİan ıeform. Bishop Nlcolas DrAntonio

1ed an effort to draw up a progress fo3 training these corımuni-

tiesı leaalers; the landorrners described this prograınme as
ı|communigt ı'.
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Ehe latiiurıdletag and the aııny rnounted a series of reprisals
agaİıışt progr69sive 9lıeşts and peasants. In the ınassacre of

June 25ı 1975 in the Şanta Clara faıınersı ıeligious instruction
the

centıe and / I,os llorooneg hacieuda, Department of Olancho,

1? parishioners (1ncludlng two women) and tıfo clergfnen yJere

killed. ihose who spon§ıored the instruction of community leaders
with tbe beJ.p of raitio bıpailOasts, 88 wğ].1 as the personnel cf
religious instructİon oentres anal other religious rrationa1 orga-

nisatİons were subjecteti to persecution aııd censorship. The

bishops ıespoailed meekly to attackş sgain§t tbe churciı.

Generally, the bigher lev€].s of the church hierarclı; resist
the nerv trendş whlch have appeared in Honduran catholiciı:n uncier

the iııfluençe of libetation theology; they often assume a reac-
tionary attitude to the key problems of c oncerTı to the countr,ı

and tbe region. At the eame ttme, rnany eleıgyrnen work extensively
to qsşist §alvadoran reiugees and thoşe Hondurans who have

been tlrlva fıom the border ar€as wheıe an undeclared ı,ıa r is
boing fought ogaiıst ..Nicaıagua. They are elso active 1n peopleıs
organİ§ationş whlch fight foı human ıigbts1 nations1 sovereignty

anal p6ace. Ehe loweı cleıgy ls becoming incıeasingly aıvare of
the true culitrtts respon§ible for the cleteıioratjJıg econonıic

situation in the aountry and for the growtng threat to peace in
Centra], Aınerice. The eharıge in the thinklng of those wlıo fornı the

backbone of, the Honduran Catbollc Churoh csnnot falI to iniluence
the vieı,vs of the prelates: some bishops now begln to ali§pl4y an

unde:.standing of the need foı soclal change.
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In Guaternala , where the impoverlshrnent of the peasant

tna§§€§ı partioularly İn nouıtaiıoug areas, reached frightcnfuıg
pıoportions after the US intervention of 1954, grassroots

Christian coırınunlties began to Bppear quite early. In 1965-197o

they began to organise J:ıt o cooperatives so as to imprcve tlıe
condition of the people. ioday, the çoıırnuoity nenber§ and tlre

entiıe n€tion are opposing reprisals and exploitation. The

cornmunltieş jolned the revolutiorraıy movernent after goveınınent

tı'oops oveğran the interior part of the country. §oııe c orıııuni-
ties incluile ]r5O0 to 1r8@ members. At their assernblies tlıe7
decide on participation in rnilitary operations and vote to
deterınlne who should take up aııng anci who is to do the farnıing.

A11 this has resulted 1n an overall polarisation of the
couııtryıg religioue foıceş. The ıeactionaries have takeıı steps
to bolster the n eaııly extiıct right-wing,,. organisations such as
Opus Dei, various Christian lıtralning cou]ısegıt and. anti-comnıu-
ıist rellgiouş sectg. Efıain Rio§ Montt, a forrner dictetor, has
even founded his own tlchurchtl which ls close to us fundarıenta 1-
ists. The clual objective was to infiltrate the rankş of revolu-
tionary be].levers and to support and justify the reprisals.

Meanwhile , unwi 1Ifuıg to comproııise itself , the Guateıııq lan
eplscopate is forced even to expose, at times, the more odious
moves of the reactionaries. Fo! example, Aı:chbishop Prospero
Penados del Baııio of Guateınal.a City has c:ıiticised the US

goveı:rıınent for lts support of the masgive pTograınme§ to steri.lise
the workirıg population of the countıxr ı s central and northwestenı

"r""".28
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Un}ike most right-wlng political organi§ations, thc

. Catholic Church of the gqrninicaq_Repıablic has supported, in its
own way, some of, the popı:J.ar dernaniis connected with the plight of

the workers in the su6aı-producing industry and in agriculture;

it has also made statement{n support of the ltberatioıı §trug6le

ln neighbouring Haiti. The Domjıiican Epi§copal Coniereııce haş

,ırelcomed the posıtive role of the Haitian catholıc chuıch in the

ove]ıthrow of the Duvalier dictatorşhip1 approved the Haitian

mi6ıant. worker§ t ıefuse1 to eecept ğI.ave labour at Dorni:rican

ğuggr refiDerie§, anal spoke 1n favour of self-de terıniııat ion for

the lİaİtian !eop].e. For an a6r8rian reform, it ha§ proposed tirat

fallow ]anct s be expropriated anci that gove ıııment_owned estates

be divided among tbe peasants.

The Dorninlcan Commurlişt Party has welcomed and supported

this position of the church hierarchy, noting, however, the

lİııited İratule of the episcopate t s proposal§, specifica}l1ı 6n

the issues of land tenure. It haş been ştıess€aı speciall;ı t}ıat

the hlgh_level Catholic clergy İs adoptlng a ltnew style of conduct

anai setting a new toneıı congonant with the d.eınands of the tineş.29

In @ and §!gı the şituation is generally slrıilaı
to ı,gha t is happening in other central Ameıican countries ıThere

the church authoıities csn no longer close their eyes to the

problens of concern to the people and where the Christian commu_

nitieg and tbe loı,ı-level clergy cooperate with the dispossessed
gver more ılosely and vigorou§ly. Two exarnples will suffice:
the Mexican episcopate has d.eclared that a noratorlun on exter_

na1 debt sewicing is the only way to gave the country fror.ı
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imminent danger; the ehuıch of Panaına is crttical of those who

pin the labe1 of !ıC oırıınunisttt on any advocate of §ocial change.

In the English-lenguage countries of the Carj"bbean, the

religious panorama is even more motley. Although Chıistianity
is doıniıant here, the leadirıg part ls p].ayed by ?rotestant and

Anglican churches and not by Catholicisrn which prevails iır
Latin Anerica. Beside§, animist cults, some Oriental creedş anci

Islem are also widespread in the subregion. A11 this j_s rootecl

i:ı the tlifferences in the c ult,ı.ı.ra 1 and historical dovelopnent of

I,atin and Arıg1o-Saxon Anerica. The discussion at tho round

table also touched upon the Engltsh-speaking Caribbean peoplee--

for the well-known Tea§on that irıt eırre 1 contrail ic ti.ons and,

speclfically, 1i.beration theology aTe coınmon to other Christian
denomlnations too.

In their relationş with believers, the C omrı!.lı,tlst s of
Jam.,ica are guicled above el1 by their commitment to iso]-atc the

main eneıny-imperialisrn ancl local reaction. They are strengthen-

ing their ties of cooperetion with the democratic sections of

belicveı§ ln the anti-war struggle and iıı the tack].ing of tiıe
countıxrı s urgent problems. Ivlany democTatic chriştians took part

in the vork of the Jaınalcan Pe6ce Committt , and together ı,ılth

the Caribbean Conference of Churches, in a ıemj.nar of the peace

forces. Thl.s şeminar waş attended by repre""ıKtiue, of a1l
Jamalcan political ourlent§,.30 civic aod rnass oıganisations
and ten diffeıent churches; this means that the !.o rk of the

commİttee has aşguııeal truly nation_wide cİimension".
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The church tn ggIeJI1, particularly the Catholic Church,

played a negatJ.ve role in the eiruggle foı lndependence frorı the

British cro!,.1ı, preaching anti-coJınıııigm and supportİng the

colonlal regiıne. Now that two decades have passeil since

independence, cbange§ are şurfaclng i,:rı the positions of the

cleı6y: it oondeınned the rig5ing of the December 1985 general

elections; jn 16sponşe, the authorities persecuted soıne repıe-

sentatives of the Catholic anit Anglioan hierarchy. Religious

quarteıs oppose goveırırnent vlo]-ations of huınan rights, A11 this

incregse§ the opportunities for ciialogue and cooperation between

c omınunist s and. believerş in the naııe of the triumph of genui:re

demooracy in Guyana.

To auırı up the general deseriptıon of the religious şituation

iı Central Aınerica--the way it was outllned at the round table__

let us :ıecall that İn its docurnent t,Paştoral View of the }İunan

Condltion in Central Arıaıicaıt, the Ceneral Assembly of the

regional Episeopal Secretariat hss nğmed poverty, institutionEl_

işed violence and economio backwardnesg as the ınaj.n problenıs

ıifli-oting the population. The alocument says that the economy

of the region depends greatly on internatlonal capita1 ıvhich

ıuthlessly deals with the desti_rıies of the nattons, deprivfulg

theuı of the right to tackle their own 1ıroblerns. Criticisnı is
also levetled at the predatory policy of the Interııational

[Ionetaıy Fund. Archbisbops Rİvera y Dqnas (E1 s8lvador) and

Perıados de} Barrio (Ouaternala) who took paıt in the asseııbly

ur6ed that believers pray for the United States not to jııvade

Central American countries.30

\
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Thls panoıamic survey of the relationş existing between the

church, believers and the Left makes it possible to assert tlıat

in Latin America and the Caribbean, ,,ııhere millions of people

are şufferjıg fıom poverty, efforts to consolj.date the dern._jcıatic

proces§ ar€ now supporteaİ by the rnoıe farsighted ecclesiastica1
quarters, includiıg indlvidual prelates. 0bjectively, this

cooperation
increases the opportunities for dialogue and ı' beiween

CommunistE and be].levers and raises these efforts to a lıigiıer

level. At the seme time, these new opportunitie§ are rnaki:rg neı;ı

deınandş on the fraternaI parties and otheı revolutionary and

clemocratic force§ wo rkirıg for peece, independence and social

Progre §§.
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1 Io u Paris radio broadıast on April J7, l-936 lliaurice Thorez

§aid, arnong other thi_rrgs: ltWe atheist s are of f ering our hand iı
friendship to you, 6atholics, be you worke:s, office eınployees,

craftsmen or peasants, because you are our brothers anr] because

we are plagued by common concerns.ll--Ed.

2 See Mee ting df .Cpmınunist and Y/o3kers! Parties, Drıc ung3ıt e,

],,1o §c ow,

1

1960, p. 29 (in Russian).

See Internationa1 ],{eet,ing of_ C olmuqis_t _and _l?o4ke.lş ı, ?4r-
ties. Moscow, 1969 Prague, 1969, pp. 26-2].

4 Latin America j_n the Strugg le Against Imperi"alisn, foı
llationa1 Independence, DemocTacy, ?eople ı s ?roşper_i_ty_-_Lqac_e_ _q4ğ

So_cia]-ism, Moscow; 1975, pp. 44-45 (in Russian) "

5 See tr'iaie1 y 1a ıeligi6ı. Coıryer96c!646" con Frei Betto ,

lIavana, 1985ı p. 274.
A

tr'or <ietail, §ee A.

T.,iberation: a New Heresy?lı

S. Marnontov , tı The ology of

No. 3ı 1985.--Ed.

, Vo1. 4, p. 243,

0viedo,
j_n Iı1Ir,{R

7 Y.I. I_,eniı, Co].lected f/orks

See Fidel y ]a religidn
/ Desarrollismo (from Sp. ilde sarroIloil--developrnent ) is a

bourgeois reforınist theory which appeared in T.,atin Anıerlca after
]i{orld War Ir and becaıne particularly widespread in the 1950s

and 196os. tt claimed that Latin Arnerican countries could over-
corıe theiı baekwardness by gractually moderiising their economic

structures within the framework of capitalism. --Ed.

B 1 0p. cit., 9. 263.
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10

11

12

V.I. I,enin, C ol]-ec ted Works Vol. 10, p. 86.

Ibid., Vol. 15, p. 409.

Iidel y 1a :ıe 1igion 0p. cit. , P. 333.

I3 tr'oremost am
Juan

them is christ anvor Maıx? The Cornrnuıılgt song

and Religion by/Rosale s.

Uına A]_ternativa Dernocr6tica Para a Crise Brasilelra14
l

§ao Pau1o, 1984ı p. 98.

15 Fo, details, §ee S,!ı No. 3, 1985, pp.

16

§truggle

17

]_8

,lo

20

B5_86.--Ed.

Foı details, see oIlandlo lıIillas, ttThe Anti-Fascist
and Chilean catbolicslı, $.UE, No. 9, 19S4.-Ed.

.0,delante, Apri]. 3Oı 1985, p. 4.

@ı February 14, 1985.

Informe ].,atİnoarneric ano Auguot 7, 1986.

Re soluc ion politlca deI X congTeso del Paltido c omunista
de1 Ec uador Guayaqui1, 1982, pp. 16-J-7.

2I El Pueblo, !'ebruary 1-7ı 1985ı p. 3

2,-- A oornpact between the vatlcan and a nationa1 governroent

on the status, ıights and privileges of the Catholic Church.--Ed,.
a1'J A politlcaI ııeJ.igious organisation founiled in 1928 to

or8ani§e ||new crusaaİes against coİnmunİsmll .-_Ed.
,A-* The truce between the Co]-ombian goveıtıment and guerriJ.la

repı.esentatives, signed on May e8, 1984.--Ed.
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aE
=) §gıiggği@, 1986t No. 73, p. 46.

" ]lre, July 7, 1986,

27 E"t"blİrbect in J.9BO, the tr,arabundo lilarti National L,ibe_

ration 3ront (l,MN!r,) ig a rıJ.lİtary and political alliance oİ

five 1eft rebe1 organisations, İnc ludİııg the armed forces c)f

the Commıırıist ?arty of El Salvacloıı. The Revolutionary Denocratİc

Front (RDF), also c:ıeated in 19Bo, i§ a much broacieı polİtical

a].liance comprising nore than 1OO trade unions, politica1,

civlc antl other mass orgarı:isations which oppo§e the puppet

regime.--Ed.
coco @, August ?B, 1985,

2q Hablan 1os cornunistas , No. 371, 9. 4.

30 cono sur ?resg, December 6, J-9B4.
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A,h^ BI- - /?Ç\

APPROACH]NG ISLAIIIC CURRENTS

Husse oue

Although the aim of this article is to assess the positions
of the Is]_anic currents and organisations now active in lebanon

and to defj_ne the attitude of the democratic patriotic forces of
them, we also find it necessary to trace the history of the

subject ancl to view it in what may be described as aı a]-l-Islamic
context. Without it, one cannot grasp the present-day motives
of each of these currents, identify the roots of their posi.tİons,
or rınalerstand }row we shoulti shape our re]_ations with thern amid

the increasingly acute struggle for national liberation end deııo-
cratic socio-econonic trnnsfornations in Lebanon.

When this issue was about to be sent to the printers, a tra-
gic news report came in. Cn February lJ Hussein l4roue was assassi.ria-
ted. The f orces of obscurantisrı and conf essional and c onrn.ınaf
reaction, agents of iınperialisnı and zionism comrııitted another irihıı-
illan crlme.

IIussej-n Mroue was born into tLıe fanıily of a major Shitite
religious figure in 1909. He received an education in theology in
1[ejef , Iraq, worked as a journalist and founded and edited severa-l
publlcations. His J-iterary work gained widespread recognition. He
won the f-,otus Prize of the Asian and African W.i,iterst Associatj-on
In tribute to his courageous and staıııch position during the 1982
Israeli aggression against ].,ebanon the Arab Vr/riterst Union p:]-.e se/l.j. -
ed him with the Beirut A,;;ard. Holder of a Ph. D. , Hussein Mr,oue
was the author cf many studies, including his fuJrdamental Mate;iaJ-ist Trend s j-n Arab -Mosle m Philoscp!ry. A vigorous civi
he was a rnernber of the [Vor]-d Peace Coıurci]_. In 1950 h

c activi" st ,
e became aCoirımunist and, since 1954, served invariably on thetee of the f,ebaıese Communist ?arty.

Central C oıı,ıı t -
The international team of World Marx ist Review expresses its
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2.

I4 the Arab-Islai'ic civilisation the sixth centuJcy of the
Hegira corresponds to the tvelfth century in the European ca]end,gr.

That was when a religious movement advocating a return to the
fouıdations and sources of Islam emerged in tn-e Maghreb and in
Mo slen spain. It was based en the reforrnative icleas of ibn Tıımart

who proclained himself ınahd:L (messiah) but in fact stemmed from

the acute dissatisfaction of the Maghreb popular nagses with the
rule of the A]_moravid sl and tlıe gggha2 and enjayed broad popular
support.. The Mahdist uprising of ]-121 trarrsforrned this dissatis-
faction into a rnaterial force which destroyed the Almoravid state.
It was replaced by a new and essentially revolutionary systera of
government--the Alnohad] empire which contained seeds of ilemocracy.
Aı ecıucatlonal refoıın was carried out, constraints on freedoms of
thought arı d academic quest were removed, nnd the bans on the
works of previously persecuteci scho]-ars and philosophers were

lifted. The fuıdamenta]-ist religious movement of the Alrnohads

effected historic trnnsfornations in the social , political aııd
iiieologica1 spheres.

0hen, for a period ıf almost six centuries, the Arab-Islarnic
ııvorld was bypassed by the mainstream of the developnent of civ1-
lisation. rt was set in rnotion again by a new rellgious novement
born on the Arabian peninsula. wahhabisn--naıııetl after Mo harırne d ibn
|Abd al-lVahhab uıho began preaching in 173O--was the first Moslem
reformation movement cf the modern age. Jt is now regarded as the
forerı..rnner of the traditionalist trend in todayrs Arab-Islamic
thought. The wahhabis rejected any interpretation of the koran aııd

profoı-üd grief over , thj.s Lieavy loss for the Commı.ınist s and all
şı,ogressive and patriotic forces of f,ebanon and the Arab wor].d,
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the suruıa and tock iıost of thern ]_iterally. They also rejected
Vaİious types of prejudice intrcduced into Islam, such as Venera-
tion of tombs, seeking intercession from the dead, 6r belief
j.n them as saints and nlrac]_e workers.

However, baving develcped a connectlon with the clan. of the
Saudlds in the person of Muhaınm ed ibn Saud, the then enir of
Nejd, lVahhabisnı acquired a politica]_ slant. Reactionary rulers
used it as a weapon to sett]-e scores with political riva]-s and to
oppress the popular masses. Viewed in terns of its socia}, not
religious content, wahhabisrn degenerated frorn a re f orırıation-ori en-
ted into a reacticnary mo,rement and became §ynon)rmous with
obscurantism.

The onslaught of colonialism wbich began in the nineteenth
cğntuIy was aj.med at sub j ı:gating Asian and African peoples a.rıd

keeping them weak, bac].ward and dependent. Tb.is gave ri§e to and

pro:noted the anti-coloni aI struggle. People began to understand
ııhat a blow would be dealt to their existence, dignity and pursuit
of a better futur.e if they boıııed before the threat instead of
rebuffing it. Hoıvever, social consciousness could not at that
tine acquire a secular, patriotic, national-ist or class character
and inevitably assuııed the doroinant religious form. This was

particularly true both of the Arabs and other predonıinantly
1\[o s]_ein Oriental peoples" I{ence the upsurge of Islamic rnovements

which began in the first hatf of the nineteenth century.
The social consciousness of the Arab peoples kept developing,

aıd outgreı, the purely religious forn. Among the intellectuals
ı,-ıho were i rı the midst of the anti-co]-onia]- struggle and acted as

3.
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the first and particularly prominent chaı:npions of the nascent

bourgeoisie, nationalist views began to take shape. At that tlme,

these views were not sufficient]y advanced for social conscious-

ness to completely abanclon its reli_gious form; they served as an

iınportarıt Iink in which the nationalist and the religious elements

merged. In the latter Liaff of the nineteenth century, the prog-

raıırne s of progressive re forrnation-orient ed Islarıic currents and

movernents began to feature, together with theologica1 problems,

specific issues of the Arab peoples and showed the first signs of

Arab nationalist influenc e .

This was neither accidental nor subjective but deternined

by t}ıe 1ogic of history. fn our region, the social content of

this process objectively cornbined Arab and Moslem aspects,

irrespective of the religious facet of Is]-arn.

The example of Algeria is representatlve in this context.

A close look at the popular movement which kept fighting against

the French colonia]- rulers uıtil they were driven out shows clear-

}y that its Islamic and Arab aspects were so intertwined as to

become inseparable. Ohe religious thrust of the movernent was

essentially patriotic in nature. fn it, the Moslerı faith express-

ed the A}geri.arıs' national identity, and its profession was in
fact an assertion of 1ove of one's language, nation, its history
and tradition, and onels native 1and.

3y the autbreak of World ffar I, the Arabsl national awareness

came to show a degree of independence frorn religion. First, a

nationa} bourgeoisi-e had emerged in severa1 Alab countries. The

1nterests, objectives and ideology of this class prompted it to
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seek autcnomy from the Osınanli rnilitary feudal rulers (ln Syrla
and Lebanon) or stronger econornic positions in a state which
did enjoy a degree of autonorıy within the Ottoman Empire and

asserteal its own nationalist aspirations (in Dsypt). Second, the
increased national oppressionreıd the direct antagonistic clash
between the striving of the Ar.b ."""", "td the intentions of
the foreign rulers to Turkize theıı transfoı.ıned the Arabsl struggl e

for reform whithin the Ottoınan caliphate into a struggle for seces-
sion frorn it. third, the nascent Arab bourgeoisie arrd intellectuals
felt the impact of progressive European ideas, particularly of
thc French Revolution and of the utopian socia]-ists.

The combined influence of all these factors gave rj_se to
an Arab natlona]_ self-awareness whj.ch had a secular content of
liberation. But it was also pronoted by many enlightened religicus
f,igures. Some of them contributed tangibly to the organisation
of the fj-rst militant patriotic actions which laid the basis for
what is now known as the Arab nationat liberation rnoveinent. signj--
ficaıtly, participation of religious Ieaders (or those connected
with them) in these actions did not assume the forrn of an fs]-aı=nic

novement but was purely patriotic. Joining the nationaI 1iber-ation
struggle, these people did not advance religicus slogaıs, bu,t thei:,
faith still guided their ideology.

So far we have been discussing those Islarnic currents aıC
moveııents which, preaching a return to the fundaııenta]- values of
the Mos}em religion, acted mostly from progressive refoınation-
-oriented positions. opposing them were reactionary or obscurarrtist
ftındamentalist interests which sometirnes went as far as betraying
the people and the principles of the Moslem faith.
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6.

Let us go back again to the tj-mes of the Alrnoraviiis and re-
cal1 tLıe flqgbg who, in order to preserve thej_r economic privi_le-
ges, concluded eır alliance with the oppressors of the people. They

straırgled free thi_nklng, persecuted intellectuals arrci terrorised
scholars and philosophers. In this the fuga_ba proceeded from

religious dogma which also rnotivated their politically biased
(

&tw*' designed to support the powers-that-be.

L,et us again take up the example of the Wahhabi movement

which began as a current of reformation bııt then got entangled

with dictatorial government, with a reactionary monarchy that ru1-

ed aıd oppressed the people in the name of the faith. In Algeria,
the French invaders relied on tile support of reactionary religious
1eaders, including members of Sufi6 brotherhoods who disseminated

fatalistic and defeatist attitudes among the masses in a bid to
prevent the imminent revolutionary explosion.

What springs to mind first is the well-known MosleT! Brothers

organisation. Forınded in Ismailia, Egypt, in 1!28, it soon cover-

ed the whole of EgJıp t and established branches in rnany other

Arab and Moşlem countries. It iınmediately as§erted a hostile at-
titude to Arab nationalisın and patriotism. As its founder

Sheikh l{assağ a]_ Baı"rrha wrote , llnationaI borders ar _. deteırni"ned

in accordance with the spread of the faith and not with terri-
toria]_ or geograpbica1 borrrdariesl'.7

At the initial stage the Moslem Brothers ad"vanceci demagogic

social demands. Initially, they also supported the Egyptian

revolution af July 23, 1952. But as soon as the revolutionary
1eadershj_p lınder Nasser adopt ed an anti-imperiali st course and
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7.

dreırı up a pro8ramme of social transformations, the organisaticn

abandoned its originaL demagoguery and opposed prıgressive §ocial
change, naticnalisation and agrarian reform. later the Moslen

Brothers took up terrorism to fight against Nasserls progressive

course withi.n the cou-ııtry and cn the internaticna]_ scene 
"

One shou].d also point to the clandestine subversive :r.t:Lvr,-
anties this cr6aıisation is now enEa6ed.,/in Syria where it is usedi

by the Arab reactionaries and US inte}}igence to thwart the

Syriansl resistance to the schemes of Zionisiı and imperia}isr-ı i;ı
the Arab wor]_ d ,

SimiJ-ar reactionary fslamic novements, currents and cr5arri.

sations in Arab and cther Orienta] coi.ıntries (Iıdia, Pakis ian,

etc. ) have a long and odious history whj_ch does not deserve tc iı.,

treated in detail here. But a question arises ı if bcth these ancj

progressive currents of reforrnation advocat€, a return to the

basic sources of the Mos]_eın faith, does this rnean that the::e arr-

!ltwo Islams'l , each \rith its cwn foundations? We believe that

it is now rnore irnportant than ever tc f orınu]-ate a substan,i;iated

answer to this questic,n.

[Ve are conııinced. that in the mcre genera]_ t erms, t}re

answer shou]_d be as folfowsı there are no tvıo different fslarıs
but there are different ideological posi'uions, aJi d, their diversit;-
is rocted j_n differences irr sccial status, j_nterests and class
affiliation of their adherents. This makes it possible to uiıc]-i.-

stand how tvıo opposite wings develcped among Islanic currents

and rnovement s ---one fought fcr reforn and pclitical emaıcipatior,

the other, reacti_onary and obscurantist, was connecteC with d_ı:s-

potic rulers and collaborated with foreign cclcnialists.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



8

The international situation after world war II contributed

to the further advaıcement of the Arab national liberation nove-

ment, to its realignment in search for genuine freedorn. The crea-

tlon of a Zj.onist state on Palestinian soiI was a proforuıcl shock

not on]-y to those expouıding a hationalist ideology but a]-so to

the Arab popular masse§ in general. Conciitions for a new upsuıge

of tbe liberation struggle took shape. This tj-ıne the movement

was 1ed by the petty bourgeoisie. Nevertheless, despite certain

socio-political achievements, it failed to accomplish the tasks

of a national democratic revolutj.on, tasks that were on the agenda.

This was explained by several reagons. First, the class
position anci the itieology of the petty bourgeoisie prevented it
from discerning tbe 1ong-term prospect, anticipating anything

beyoncl the attainııent of political i_ndependence, or grasping the

cbjective dialectical interconıection of national liberation and

social emancipation. Second, at the stage in question the petty

bourgeoisie had a monopoly j.n the moveınent ls leadership after
ou§ting the other progressive patriotic forces, particularly
working class parties. Third, these parties thense].veg were not

strong enough to become partners in the leadership, let alone to
po§e an alternative to it. Fourth, imperialism, Zionism and. Arab

reaction steppecl up their conspiracies against the national
1iberation rıovement, attacking the frontiers it reached in the

195Os and 1960s. Fifth, the socia]_ and class heterogenej.ty of

the petty bourgeoisie produced contradictions anong its various

strata and groups; this acuteJ-y aggravated the sj-tuation in the

Arab worl{i as a whole, p]-aying into the hands of imperia}isın,
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9

Zionj.sm and reactionary Arab regimes. Sixth, the petty-bourgeois
ofleaciersbip failed to win the confidence /-ıhe popular nıasse§

because it viewed tbem with suspicion. Moreover, this 1eadership
rnalntained a.n attitude to the progressive patriotic forces that
was based on reprisals and a categorJ.c rejection of ciemocracy.

The historica1 failure of the petty bourgeoisie was nanifest-
ed in the defeat of Jrıne 19678 which confiıued both tbe debecle
of the lead.ershi.p and the absence of an alternative to it.
Siınul taneously, and actjııg in cahoots with imperialisn andreactionaries
Zionism, the Arab / - - 1aıınched a frantic drive to seize
the initiative at the new stage, striving above alI to under:;ine
and destroy the Arab national liberation novement.

A difficult situation ensued, wlth a vacuuın in the stru€§]_."
for a revo]-utionary alternative to the petty-bourgeois 1ead.ership
and for restoring the role of the Arab nationa]- lj-beration rı.love.-

ment. Against this background varioug religious currents and
novements began to eınerge, seeking to fİll the vacuum wj.th iceolo-
gical and polltical concepts whose content was determined priııarı-
ly by the class affiliation of their proponents. {Ihege were ;nost-
ly with a petty-bourgeois or parasitic rural background, in the
latter case usually connected with the feudal rulers.

These currents and movenents were not homogeneous. Iır practi.-
cal teıns, they could be divided into the fo11owing groups.

1. Reactionary anil obscurentist ones whi.ch have put thenı-
se1-\.es, their id.eology and activities at the service of reactioJliJ-
ry Arab regirnes or which nıaintain direct ties with imperialist
intelligence servj.ces.
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2. Traditionalist ones which confine their actlvities exclu-
sively to the ideologi-cal sphere and regarii the traditions
of llrighteous forefathersl| as the prime source of so]-utions to
present-day probleıns. Their thinking is oriented an the past
which they see as static, impgr,vious to change or deveJ_opment

and projected into todayts world from the remote age of 'trighteous
forefatherstt. Although these currents do not engage i.n open po11-
tical activities, their ideology is retrogracle arıd hostile to
any change or transformation in the socio-political and spiritual
spheres. ft exerts a pernicious influence and, willy-nilly,
draws the tradi tiona]_ist s into politics.

3. Those that proceed froııı directly politica] positions and
present themse]-ves to the Arab and Moslem masses as an alternative
both to the petty-bourgeois leadership which failed to cope with
the tasks of the previous perlod and to the radical revolutionaTy
forces which are to replace this Ieadership.

It is typicaI for the currents of this thirci type to offer
a |lrevolutionary Iglarniclt alternative--an i.ntegra1 political
plan containing arıti-imperialist obj ectives of liberation. viewed
from this angle, they do not differ from the nineteenth-century
Islamic rnovements. 3ut todayıs currents differ rad.ically frorn
their forerunners in thej-r approach to other problerns. Their
progrAmmes fol}ow the example of the Moslem Brothers in contrast-
ing nationai- unity with Moslem unity aııd Arabisnı with fslam.

The re-emergence of rslamic currents of this type deserves
to be studied closely, a1]_ the more so because they arose after
the developnıent of the liberation strır*g]-e in the Arab countri.-s
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11.

separated national awareııess fron religious consciougness"

Significantly, these cuırent s sprang up in lebnnon preciseiy at

the present stage of the crisis--that is, after the Israeli
eggressicn, at the h ig;ht of the battle fought by the national
patriotic forces against the invaders, their Phalangist a]_1ies

and their US inperialist sponsors. One shou}d note that the

aggression assu,neaı a confessional and conmuıal slarıt as a regiİt
of Israel allying itself with the circles backing the fascist-
-Phalangist project.911" pro;ect itse]_f was highly confessional-

to
ist to begin with, ciesigneci / ıconsolidate the sway of ııpolitic al
trfaronism"lO at the expense above a]]- of the Mosleın and non-ı(aronite

Christian coınmuniti"es, of rank-and-file Maroni.tes and the popuiar

masseg a§ a whole.

An acute question arises. Why have Islanic currents anıd tlcve-

menfs reappeared in this new guise precisely in the present

situation in the Arab world? S1.ıe ci f j_cally, why have they eıneroei

and become quite active in todayls lebanon?

Tbe answer to the first part <ıf the question li.es in our

reference to the vacuum which developed in the Arab world afte,ü,

the itefeat of l-967 a.rıd to the absence of a revclutionary ai!cr;ıa-,

tive to the petty-bourgeois leadership of the national liberatjoı:

movenent. This was what contributed to the advent of religitıu;llı

currents and movenents claiıning to offer such an alternatire. In

other words, the cri§is of the Arab national liberation mc,,/-e-,

ment aİld of nationalist iiİeo}ıgy as such was an inportaı:t İa,]İOr

in their rj_se.

There are two reasons why these currents and rıovemeıts '_, _,5;r:|

to work vigorously j.n conditions cf the f.,ebanese crisis. lil,st ,
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there are the backward soeial structures of the milieu in which

they eperate. Second, there is the mystified consciousness cf the

poorer strata and the lı;mpens whose absolute aırd relative nı_rlıb ers

grew in both urban ınd rural areas d.ue to the war. These strata
are involved in social relations which are naintaj-ned at different
but coexistent levels and which strengthen the traditlona] forıs
of social organisation ( comınunal or kinshj_p systems) tbat palliate
the differentiation and alivi§ion of c]_asses. Iack of progress in
the implementation of the patriotic denocratic plan for sett}in5

the T.,ebanese crisis on the basis of an unconditional end tc th,:]

destructive civil war is an added factor.
As a political force, reU.gious current§ and movernents ha,ıe

a role in the crisis that has struck T,ebanon. Their blueprint for
transformations is inherently dangerous in that it is corıditicne.I

on the establishüent of an Is]-anic stat e-- something that, in ou::

ııul ticonfe ssional country, wi11 objectively 1ead to its break-up

and wi]_]_ split the popular ınasses, inclgding Moslerıs. Aimed at

undermiııjing the u-rıi_ t y of the national patrictic forces and et

rnystifying mass conseiousı].e ss , the ideological precepts, policy
and practical action of these ınovement ignore the 1aws of sociai
developnent and obstruct revofutionary clemocratlc traJısformation

of so ciety.
}Te do not deny that the project advanced by these religious

currentş and movernents a]_so features anti -i_mperiali st objectives
of liberation. It is also true that they contribute to the collapse

system.
of the existing bourgeois ,' That is a positive aspect deservi.ııg

of support. But one must be able to see the other side of the

coin too. Iıirst, these currents and movements are tryj_ng to ercd:
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t}rerevolutionaryalternativeandtheallianceofanti-imperial-
ist ancl anti-Zionist forces, thus objectively preparin8 the ground

for the re-establişhnent of a capitalist systen (albeit in a

new f orn) depenttent on iıOperialism, Seconcl , the political pla-rı

they propose as a "revolutionary Islamictı alternative equates

socj_alism with 1mperialism and claims to offer a 'tthird roadi|,

The obvious impract icabi-lity of this pl,ın tioes not make it 1ess

ciangerous to the struggle of the patriotic, progressi_ve clernocra-

tic forces for the natianal denocratic pro8ranune of a radical

and revolutionary transformation of the exısting socio-political

system.

fn its approach to these currents aırd movements, our party can-

not fail to ctistj_nguish between, on the one haırd, their arrti-

-imperialistandantj..Zionİstcommitnenttoliberationancltheir
action against tbe Israeli occupation ( anct in this we agree and

assert our soliclarity with them) and, on the other, their

comnrrnal politica1 slogans anci ideological tenets, The 1atter

are expressly hostite to Arab nationalism, socia]-ism and democra-

cy. This we re j ect f irmly,

And fina}ly, the general conclusion which, we hope, folloırs

he ].,ebarrese C omnıı-ın j- st s proc eed from class-basedfrom the above. T

tions and are uided by the revo 1ut i ona-
and nati onal patriotic po si

n de fining their p o sit j-vea or nega-ry theorv of Marxism - ],en j_ni srn

's ref iF,io us currents, ıq9vements and organi-tive approach to today at
t enter into 1t / a-L1.sations. uestions of re]_ 1 icus ı]o adono

current s and
The oints on vıhich we ree ar disa ee with the sea

InoV ements are c onfine d to socio- o1itical robfems s ecific al1

to issue s o f nationaI fiberation and revo ]-ution ocia1 trans-
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|/\

foıEation. .Aıd we are wırking sincerely and vigorous]_y for our re-
lations with them, as well as with non-religious movements a-nd

organisations to be invariably based on deınocratic pri.nciples
in the broadest sense of the teım.
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'1 tr

Fr:ırn the Arabic al-Murabituı ( Spaııish a]_moravides )-- ''the

people cf the ribatit, warrior rnonks who displayed religious
lerance and were to 1ead a rigorous life and na§ter ınartia]
for conbating l?enenies of the faitbtt. --Ed.

iııto-
ar'c s

Exşerts in fiqh, Mıslem canon

Florı the Arabic af-Muwahhidun

Unitarie_nsll . --nd.

law. --]trd.

( Spanish almohades )- 'ih"

Prophet
/ as recorded in tne Tred,L-

2

3

4

6

7

The Sıı.nna--the 1fay of the

tion. --S.
5 Fatwa are c fficial j udgrnent s on a 1egal or religicus que-c-

another religious authority 
" --!J.tlon passed by a mufti or

Sufism is Moslern nıysticisın. --EC.

Quoted fron E. Touma, A Revolution ar} Process in fs.ı.:
3eirut,

8

agains t
ö

Cri si s|ı

10

1981 , p. 39 (in Arabic).

The defeat of Arab states in the war Israel Iaı;ıclıed
them. --Ed.

For cletails, see George Hawi , tlTo Find a Way Oııt of thç

, @, No. 1]-, 1985.--Ed.

The Maronite§ are a comrnı,rnity which arose in Nc:r.thı,ıest

Syria tiuring the split of the Eastern Christian Church in bi..:

fifth-seventh centuries. Under the natlonal pact of i94), .|.rcı,.bt, 1

agreeıııent f oıınalising the conf essio:ıal. systerrı o f governllr.lil in
lebanon, the Maronites securecl a p:,j_vilegeti posltion. --icl .
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END oF c NFERENcE

V.Pdresada and V. Doroghgnko

Kuwalt City, January 29. (Froı Pravda and TA5S speclal
corregpondente ) . The sth conforence of th€ headt of gtate and
governn€nt of the nerıber-gtgtet of the Ialanic Conference
organization haa €nded itç ııork here.

The conferencB haE adoPted a flnal declaration Yıhj.ch

incıud€s a r€Eolution on politlcaı qucations and other
decigiong. They ref,Iact th6 drive by thB nenberg of that large
organi.zation ırhlch unitgs !ıore thaın ğ quart8r of atl statea of
the Plan€i to tink th€ Prj.nciPl€ğ of tloal€n golidarity ljith
th€ ğtruggı6 for the aınel.ioration of th€ international
aituation.

Procğeding frorn thia princiPle, the ParticiPanta in th€
conference havğ announc€d that th€y r,iıl 8eek th€ rrithdra9al
of Israeli troops fron a].l th€ Arab territori€E occuPİed ğincg
1967 and the ııat€ri,I ization of the inalienablg right of the
Arab Pülegtinian PeoPle ğo ge If -deterninatlon as prinary
conditiong for safeguarding a durabl9 p€aca a3ttıenent in the
ı{iddla Ea8t. Th€y have spoken up for th€ convocltion of 6n

internationaı conf€rence on thB üiddle East rıith the

Participation of the Parnanent tneııbara of the UN security
council and of aI]. the ].ocat Partie5 conc€rned, inctuding th6

ğo.].€ authgntic rePres€ntative of the Pal€8tinian P€oPle, th€
PLo, and ııelcoıned th€ proposal for 86ttin9 uP a PreParatory
cornnitt€€ for the convocation of that conference. The docunent

contalnE an appeal to lran and lraq to concludg an irınedlat€
truce g,j.th the aj.rı of a aubsequ€nt 8ettleıent of, the confllct
b€tş€en then.

Having strongly spokan .galn8ğ al1 forıg of internationa1
t€rror j.stı, the conferenc€ haa at th6 gane tlne caJ,ıed for
fruatratİng lhe at!€rıpts at u5in9 th6 argunent about ihe n€€d

Friday. January 30. 1987
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Fridav. Januarv 30. 1987

"to cornbat terrorign" at a Pretext for suppr€8ging ıib€ration

,ıov€ınentg and Ju8tİfying aggressions,
Thgdeclürationa15ocontaingrPolntontheao-caıled

"Afghan iggue". Under th€ influenca of the nore cong€rvativ€
circleEçithinthelco,ther,ordingofthatPointProvedtobe
in ,nany rBsP€ct6 sinilar to th6 decition of th€ Pr€vİouE

conference. on the oth€r hğnd, it r8fl6ct8 the idea of

s€curing a paacefu1 political s€ttleIıent in Afghani8tan which

is supported by nüny ııenberg of the organization,
It hağ been agrB€d to hold the 6th conference of the

organization in sen€gat in 1990,

(Pravda, January 30. In full,)

6

-2-
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