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Anna}s of the Coırrage

THE Fl,AIvlE 0F PRoIIETHEUS Y{TıL NOT BE EXTIlİGUrsjlED

Ali Havari
Leadership member, People ıs Party of Iran

Disturbing news come from lran almost daily by teletype.
The punitive agencies of the Tslaınic Republic have started
savage repressions against the nationıs democratic, prog-.
ressive, and patriotic forces, chiefly their vanguard*the
Peoplels Party of lran (rudeh). fhe regimels propaganda
media are going to alJ- Iengths to give out lies for the
truth and east aspersions on the'Iranian Coırnrınists. } Th"
journal has, in this connection, once again requested Ali
Havari to te11 readers from his o]vn persona1 experience
about tiıe immenEe contribution that his party has made to
the struggle against the shahts dictatorship and imperialism,
for Iranıs freedom and i-ndependence. We publislr the inter_
vievı.

- 'f/ou]_d you te1} us ,ı,vhen and under what circumstanceg
did you join fudeh and what motivated this corıı,nitınent?

In the history of my pe.ople the year f941 holds a spectal
place. The world was burning :-ıı the flames of the §econd World

lVar. the hero ic Red Aınıy. ı.ıas containing the onslaught of the ,

ııazi bordes. The Reza Shalı ?alrlavi reactionary clique of impe-

rialist puppets macle no secret of its sympathy for nazl_ GerTnany,

1
See

tionll ,

A]-i Havari,
, 1,[o. 3,

llTorturiag 'che Party tc TeaI Up the Revolu-
1984, plı. ,55-69.miİ.
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ı,vhich, in tuIrı, accoraled Iran a special plaae in its plans of

military gaııbles, counting on ustng its econoınic resoufceş and

gtrategic 1ocatj.on ageinst the Soviet Union and 3ritain. 0n

3rttistı initiative Brttish and Soviet troops2 entered Iran on

September 16, 1941 to block fasoismıs itesigns aniİ cut şhort the

subversive activities of its agents. fhls action by the anti_

Hitlerite coalition allies ıvad a heavy blow to the police dic-
tatorship of the Shah, who vıas expelled froın Iran. Although the

2
semi_JeudaI regi.neJ ienıgined in power, §oıne po§§ibilitie§ openecl

up for bourgeo is-denQcratic reformş.

In this situetion a group of ğoımunists, who had regained

their freedom aİter ].ong iıııprİsonment, ıınited w,ith İnembers of the

advanced win6 of the working cJass movement and on October 2,

1941 f ounried tudeh.4 Tlıre e months 1ater I was admitted to

ınembership, and this predgtezıninecl the further course of ıny

What ııade ııe join an organisation of people who at the

time şeeııed to ne to be so unusuaI end different from others?

Jnstead of replying peııit me to quote en excetrpt from my speech

in 1956 before a ınilltery tribunal where the prosecutor iieınand e d

the tteath sentenee f or ne ond rıy corırade.
lllilre millionş of others in lran i spent ıny childhootl in

unre'l icved destitutton. I s anv the povııty, hunger, and §uff ering

of the people and could not rbmain indifferent. }ıJhat had to be

2 The soviet unıon acted in accoröance with the ternıs of the
Soviet_Iranian treaty of 19?1.

,ı

' Af ter Reza Shah ?ah'] eyi abdicated, his son Müuhaınrne d Reza
lai:,lavi ascended to the lraniaıı throne-Ed.

/-_ --' Tudeh is the heir a.ııo contiiruer of tlıe ı,ıor].ı of tire Traııian
C orırıır:.ni s t iarty, ıryhi ch was ı'ounded. in 192C and outlavıed in 1931.

-j.
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3

tlone to ease the 1ot of disinheriteil people? This questicn never

1eft me in peace. llhere ıvas ııuch I cou].d not understand: why

waş the destiny of chi]tlren born in poor and rich families so

gleringly dissimilar? What led to the pole§ of wealth and po-

vertJı? l'lıhy were some people unable to f lncl ernployııent, denied

food ancl medicines, and doorned to die? Why, despite the countryıs
incalcu].able natural wealth had our people to ltve in penury?

l'It vıağ ny good f ortune to become acqualnted ıı,i th Tuileh ı s

scientilic vlews. Its prograınme anii sooial ideas were the 1ong-

awaitecl reply to these agonising questions. 3or that I joinetl

the party with faith ln my lıeart antl a burning desire to 1tberate
the lraırian working people. ıl

These words, spoken by me nany years ago, expre§§ my creetl

to this day.

- Iranian history over recent decades is closely link-
ed to the struggles of the worktng class and its vanguar d-
tucleh. Would you say a few words about hoıv at different
stages and in tliff erent situations iudeh fought for national
sovereignty, tlemocracy, and social progress?

As I have alreacly said, l\.ıdeh waş f ounded ııhen the Second

World Y/aı was raging. Since then you wil1 not f,ind a §ingle
major national event or pcwerful protest ınovemont that does not

bear the imprint of our partJ.|s active involvement and influence.
The struggle against the §lıe,hıs dictatorghip, fascigm, Brttish
colonialism, anil Iranrs ensfaver,ıent by an even stro:ıger vultrıre,
US iınperialism, active participation in planning the anti-monarchy,
anti-inıperialis t revolution cj ]-979, anti the defence of the revo-
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4.

attackg
}ution against _ 

--7-'- by externa1 and internal reaction__each of

theşe herotc pageg of the history of the Iranian people is linked

indlvisibly to Tudeh.

I vlvidly renember hoıv the nilitart§t Shahls regime trietl

to eilucate people in a spirit of adherence to iascism, Costly

!ıilitary paraiıes, chauvtnistic slogans (guch as ,|we Aryan§ are

for the restorgtion of the formeı €lantleur of the persian

Eopİrel,ı) , and the vicious, atrti_comuntst Wşterta cloudeil the

minds of many lranians, especially intellectua]s from the

bourseois and petty-bourgeois strata.
tr'roın the day it was İounded tudeh Joineit in the struggle

against the broşı pJ.ague. Tbe Coınnuniat newcpaper 4aıdoın (ğ

P eop.l.e ) , subsequently t\ıdetı ı s central or6an, became a ralJ,ying

centre of the anti-raşcist movenent and playeti a proıainent part

in countering the denagogic propagarıda .ancl the intentions of tbose

who uıere out to eetabligh a ttnew oraıertt on the Hitlerite pattern.

Fırrtheı. fhe party correctJ-y pointed out that nationa1

sovereignty was being endangereci by British imperialism's control

of the nation ı s oil industry' and tlemancte it tbe abrogation of ttıe

onerous agreenent rİth the Anglo_Iranian Oil Coıpany (AIOC). |[he

genera1 strike by oilmen of July 1946 headed by Tudeh gave a power_

ful inpetus tu the anti_İıperi al is t, democratj.c movement in Iran

arıd to the nasg gctlong for the restoration of the lranian

peoplels right to. their oi1 wealth. llhis trıovement waş successful.

on l{ar ch 20, ].951 the parliament passecl a 1g!v that nationalisetl

AIOC enterpriges. Ehis was a great vlctory of the working elass
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party, of all the clemocratic forces, and it had an inmense irnpact

on the nation's subsequent political anal economic clevelopment.

Nobocty.can deny that in the eerly 1950s, al-though its status

was only gemi-legal, Tucleh becarne an influential politlcal force

that was tangibly inf}uencing the course of the liberation
gtruggle. At cructal moments of the iry1e1-political struggle the

heroic ections of edvanceal sections of working people heaclecl by

llutleh ııvere the ınain factors that kept the Mossadegh government 5

in power; that goverrıment raised the question of nationalising

the country's oil tealth in praetica1 teıeıns. In response to the

Shahls atteınpts to remove Mossaclegh from power in July 1952 the

Iranian capita1 leetheal w,ith anti-Shah demonstrations led by [udeh.

The party and the Central Unitecl Couo"t1 of Trade Unions,

f oıned on liay ]., 1944 under its direct leadership anal representF

J.ng rnore than 90 per cent of a]-1 organised ,ııvorkers, raiseci the

political 1evel of the worklng mas§eEı and contributecl to the con-

version of the proletariat into a conscious maker of nationa1

bistory. What argı.ıııen t s to confute tbis can be given by the

gentleınen wbq today aggert that Marxigrı-Leninigm ts alien to the

trarıian people? Our reply to them i.sı 'lGive the Iranians freedom

of choice and the woTlai !r,i 11 then see the worth of your inven-

tions. ll

There was e quick regpoRse not only from the workers to the

party's slogans calling for the countryıs democratlsation and

the consolidation of its independence. fudeh enjoyed consiclerable

5 Muhanme d Mossadegh ıyas Prime Minister of Iran from Apri1
1951 to August 1953. He represented the Iranian national bourgeoi-
sie and advocated the nat-i ı -:a].,] sat ion of the oi1 induştry.-Ed.
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of
preğtige a,nıong tbe peasant§, hundreds of thousands / whom Joined

the ?eagantsl union forrıetl by tudeh and also the ranks of the

party itse]_f . fhe largest in Irants history tudeh womenıs organi-

§ation anil youth league were set up through the efforts of the

coınmunists. Many democratic movements, including the İıreedom

Front (consisting of, aırıong others, patriotic journalists and

ıvriters), the Unİted 33ont of Freeclom-Loving Parties, and the

Unitett Anti-Colonial Front, all of rıhi ch were formed on Tudeh ini_

tiative, functioned successfully. A11 these mass public organi_

sations tangibly contributed to natİonal lİberation, to the poli*

tica1 etlucation of tbe people, and their enlistnent into active

public activity. fhe reactionary forces cou]d not forgive

Tutteh for this eitber during the Shahts reign or after his

overthrow.

one of fudetıls principal achievoneats wa§. it§ consistent

gtr.uggleageinatU§inperialismenditsexpoeureofthe].atter
as the prıncipal eneny of the Iranien people. In oıaıer to eroale

the positions of the British colonıelists and ııv,in the disposition

of lraniarıs, U§ iınperiali.sm actetı for a Iong time in Iran behlnd

the nask of an advocate of democracy and humanism. Much effort

was required to ghow the real face of this w,olf tyho had donnetl

a sheepskin. But our party successful}y resolyeaı this iınportrint

revolutionaJy problen, although the struggle cogt the liveg of

hundreds of its finest sons and daughters. |Ihis is yet aııother

reason for the violeace directetl again§t the Comınunists today.

ldoboaly can deny that fudeh playetl an immenge role in promot-

ing the gengra1 cultural leve1 of the people. Hundreils of Tuileh|s
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7

ne\rıspapeIs and journals, and 'ıheoretical , socio-political , histo-
riea1 and philosophical wcr]is educated Iranians in the spirit of
patriotism, int ernat ionali sm, ]_ove of freedom, and friendship wi th

other peoples. I should ]ike to mention just one fact illustrative
of the monstrous crimes commj_tted by reaetion. It recently got

coverage in the meiiia. ft is that reactionary elements in the

Islarnic Republic destroyed 1J fundamental rnanuscripts written over
geveral decades by Ehsan Tabari, eminent philosopher, historian,
poet, and scientist, and Io1itica]_ BuJeau rnember and Secretary
oİ tr,e tudeh Central Cornmittee. Tabari himself has been in prison

by
for a year and is being tortured ./ Iranian secret polipe.

What reaction and irnperialism fear is that t}ıe working

magse§ will learn the truth. For that reason they always resort
to repressions, torture, 1ies, and deceit. It is not by chance

the
that an influential official of / present Islanic regime has

called the assault on T\rdeh a ''victory more important than vic-
tory on the battle f rontt|.

3ut I an quite confident that despite a1]- the medieval repres-
eions, reaction w-!11 never extinguish the flame brought by our
people ı s Prometheus-Tudeh-a f leı,ıe so vital to the Iranians
in their struggle for fu1l national liberation, democracy, and

socia1 pIogres s.

_ llhenever internal and externa]_ ıeaction staıts
repres§ions again§t Iranls democratie forces, the Conınunists
are the first victims of this terror. You worked undergrouncl,
were in prisons of the Shahıs regime for many years, and have

been gentenced to death. lfhat helpecl you to stand firrn in
this unequal battle?
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Indeed, of the almost 43 yeaıs of its existence the party
has in fact had to function illegall;ı for 33 years. During

these years T\ıdeh sought to keep intact and, where possible,
strengthen its position among the people. My rıilitant comrades-
' n-afns-prof essiona1 revolutionaries ııfho wor]<ed undertıound*
were the bridge linking TııdeLı v,,ith the working people. They had

to be not only boundlessly devoted to Marxism-Lenini sm but also
able tc dissoJve, so to speak, e:nong the peopJ_e, to be vigllant,
self-di s ciplined , in fu11 self-contro1 in the most extreme

circıunstances and, if necessary, ready to lay down their 1ives
for the party and the peop}e. I feel it is my revolutionary duty

to name some of our heroes who dj.ed at the hands of the shalıts
butchers.

Coınracle Vartan was seized by S AW3J( agents. He was ferocious]J
tortı:red to give the 1ocation of a secret printshop, but at the

price of his own ].if e he defended the party's principles and his
honour ae /Communl_st. He is no longer with us, but his name

is written in gold letters on the partyıs banner.

Khosrov Rouzbeh, national hero of Tran and Tııdeh CC member,

f 1ung et lıis j udges: lıl,,{y eyes, possibly, wi1l not see socialism
triumph in Irant but r gıI quitc positive that times wi1]- soon

change... A11 ıny actions vıere ınotivated exclusively by the

desire to see a new Iranian soci,ety that will bring happiness,

dignity, prosperity, and freedom to the lranian people.'i Khosrov

Rouzbeh was executeci by firing squad on May 11 , 1958.
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9.

Siamak, Tazab! and Hehnatdju are among the hundreils upon

hundreds of C<ımmunist heroes who feJ.l unvanquished in the struggle
for their countryls freedorn. To this clay thousanclş of Tudeh menı-

bers are staunchly standing by the ideas of c oıırnuni sın in lranian
prisons.

The party steeled us and helped to hold out in the unequal

confroniation with SAiV.A_Ii. A group of four, of whi cLı 1was one,

was engaged in work customar1, in underground condİtions_,we

issued 1eaflets, circulated the party newspaper, organised

acticns by workers and studeiıts, and set up party celJ.s. But

the police eventual)-y got on our track. A new etage of struggle
began for u§_ln a §AWAJ( prison, vıhere they tried to foree us

into betrayal_, make us renounce our convictions ancl divulge
party secrets. I and my friend Parviz Hekmatdju, a f orner pilot
(both of us were Tudeh CC members), were kept in solitary conftne-
ment for ]-ong years and sentenced to death twice. tııo of ıny

cornrades died under torture.
At the lltIialll we dec]_al-ed, defending our party's honour:
lll1r. Chaiıınan of the tr.ibunal . Ho}ding the threat of death

over our heads you demand that we renounce our patriotic and

humanist convictions. lre aİ.e spelling this out c}eaİly: go

ahead and hang us llı
l'/e did not know the.t at the time this tria1 was he]_ tl Corınu-

niste and democrats in many countries were protesting against
this laıvlessnes§. Years 1,aısed, and i,t was only before my re-
]_ease frorı prison during the Ca;.g of the revo]_ution that I 1eaı.n_

ed vılıat had stayed the hand ci ,tlıe lıillers ,i;vıo days before I was
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10.

to be executed. rt was a poıverf u1 soliilarity movement, an

exp]:ession of which was a telegram from the Chairman of the

Presidiuı of the Supreme Soviet of the USŞR.

Tbe course of history has its oıın larırs. The sentenees it
passes, are strict and accura';e, altlıough in the dungeons where

revo ].ut i onaries are tortırred and where one hears the swish

of whips it seems that tirne has stopped. 3ut the wheel of histo-
ry cannot be stopped w,ith whips and dungeons.

§orne rıonthş atter ıııy arrest, when I was being interrogated

and tortured, I had a visitor in nry solitary ce11. He was the

butoher General Nasiri, Ahief of SA'ffd(, accompanied by some colo-

nels end the prison warden. ]ie said to me through gritted
teetlı:

tıYou wanted a Red Iran, an lran of the haffiııer and sic]ile?l

'lA free and flouıishing lran"l I replied.
tırrning to the prison vıarden, ldasiri askeciı

"Has he said everything?ll

''}Iorl' the gaoler rep]-ied, lıhe is a f anatic Conlrflunist.l'

Nasiri ordered that I should be tortured until the police
got rvhat it wanted. It does not matter now how J.ong the torture
vıent cn, the important thıng is what took place 15 years 1ater,

at tlıe coıılmencement of the ::evolutionary eveııts of 1978.

In the hope of saving his throne, the Shah had to sacrifice
sorıe of his servitors. He ordered the arrest of Aeneral Nasiri.
On the day that the people stonıed the prison, the genera1 aided

by jailers tried to escape fro;n the punishııent he deserved.

But one of ouğ eomrades reco5ııi-sed ]dasiri in the crowd and turned
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i1

hiın over to the revolutionary guard. At his trial the general-,

shivering from head to -tce, s,wore that he ]rııeıv nothing about tlıe

tortlrre of prisoners. But he did not escape the punishment he de-,

served; lı.e was sentenced to deatlr and executed.

In t}ıose faraway years, vıhen, w-ith lris chest giittering

wi t }ı c]ecorations, the SAWAK chief threatened me ıvith death I cou-]-d
foresee

not, of course, / that ttıe revolution woufd free patriots

f rcr: 1;r!son and put rabid reactionaries in tlreir place. But as

a Communıst knowing the histcry of my oıvn and other peoples I

believed that justice wou]_ d eventually triumph.

Regrettably, much of rvhat vıe lıave 1ived through is norv

repeating itself in lran. For more than a year now representati-

ves of |ıdivine justicet| iı tlıe Islarnic Republic lıave been pe].ğecut-

inğ patriots in flagrant ıı1o]ıiion of the law. Fieııdislı tortu-

res, "coniessiongl| rrırung under dLlress, and charges of subversion

and espionage-al1 this is a facsini]e of the Shahıs farces vıri th

the difference that while in those ciays pecple were kif]ed under

tiıe facade of the rılaw'ı, today they are being ki]_led in the name

of Allah. Thi_ s is not harassment of the opposition. It is genoci-

de against all diff erently-minde d people.

As I am writing these words, Irants repressive agencies have

conımitted yet another odious crime. Tlıe trials in whi clı 87 per-

sons were sentenced to.a tota1 of 700 years of imprisonnent and

tlıe deatiı sentence passed on ten Tudeh members and put into effect
are totally at varianee vı"i tlr the countryls fegi§lation and univer-

sally recognj_sed norms of inter:ıati_onaf ]_aw.
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Tiıe high-minded persons so savagely executedr şays a state-
iirent issıred in this connection by the Tııdeh centra1 comrnıttee,

have t}ıroughout their 8]orioııs tives fought for freedom and na_

tional i-ndependence, for the emançipation of the oppressed. At
tiıe sbarıefess mock triai al1 enıphatically rejected as ıınfounded

and absurd çharges of espionage and treason, declaring that their
participation in political struggle was ınotivated solely by

tlreir str:_ving to defend tiıe revolutionıs gains which ııet tbe

in'cerests of the people. One of them, Farzad Djahad, who was

sentenced to death and shot, seid at the trial; t'We ıınknown go],_

di ers of the revolution saıv our hope' in the republ-ic, dr eaııi ng

tha,b our children will be ha;ıpy and free, and for that reason
we dereırded the republic. I do not ask for leniency and will
not gave ı-,.p my convictions. '' 

'

Repressions against Tudeh, which is the most experienced
and active champion of the working peoplels interests, have been

started w?ıen Iran is going tirrough one of the hardest periods
of its history, when soOiet;. is facin6 enormous sotiQ_eıQnomic

difficu]_ties, and the country stands before an open threat of
nıiliiary aggression by US imperialism. Simultaneously, the sta-
tement dec]_ares, there has been an intensification of the prcpa-
gando. campaign against the Şovi_et Unign, which is the rnost powerD

fu1 bulwark of the world's prcgressive forces. What all this
roea.ns iş actually the creation of favoı,ırable soi1 for eounter-
re,vol,-rtion and tlre restoratic:r in the eountry of the positions
}ıeid by iııperialism headed by the US imperial_ists.
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The ııeCieva1 repress-io-ıs fe,ıef]ed at Tudeh 1eaders, nembers,

anC supporters have evo]ıed protests from c oırıınuni st aııd ıııorkers'

ija::t-ies and other democratic end progressive forces, from people

of good wi}1 throughout tlıe vıorld. Tudeh is grateful to them

f ,,,r t]ıei:: fraternal solida::ity" Vfe are convinced that the power-

i ı-ıı anc] steadily growing protest by rvorld opinion will help to
,iie tlıe bfoodstained ]ıands of theşe 20th-century inquisitors.
llıe just cause of the parttr, ıvil} triumph in spite of a1]_ repres-

s;iciıs a.ı. d the repulsive intrigues of reaction and imperialism.
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LOOKING BACI( IYIOH PRIDE

Joaquim Pi_res Jorge , Corn urna irnensa alegria. ifot a s autobiograficas
(with Iınrnense Joy. Autobiographical Notes), Avante!,
],isbon, 1984, 109 pp.

ft rnust have struck readeis that recolIectioas written,by
Communists general-l.y convey an important ideol-ogical and po}itical

ne§ı§age and. dea1 ırith notewortby aspects of the working people ıs
1lfe. They aıe free of the conceit, egocentrisın, self-acimiretlon,

and tendency to overrate the authors) ro]e in hlstoıy which certain
books of the latter category betray. Many.autobiographical works
by C orırıunist s,

g9Jng faı beyond the framework of the events tlepictetl in them

which the authors participateil 1n or witnesseci, offer a panoıama

of social anti politlcaI actions by the ıTBsEes. [hey are objective
accounts of the experience of the communist ınovement of the

coııntry concerneal and portray fellow-revolutiorıarieg. Tbese

gualitles ınake thern gouTces of both politica1 and consialerable

scientific value.

The book untler revlew, whose autbor is a noted f J-gure in
the ?oıtuguese worklng class anal anti-fascist movement, one of
the leaders of the Portuguesa Comınunigt ?arty, ls a case ln
poiıt.

Joaquim Ptres Jorge has gone thıough many haral ships, scvere
trla].s and unoompromisiııg showdownş with the class enemy. He aı-
rlved at }farxt sın-Leninlsıı, at a conscious ıtruggle against fasoi§nı,
after discartiing vlews of peüty-bourgeois revolutionaries held by
mar\y neınbers of his generation, beiııg naive erıough to lnagi:ıe

a
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that a handful of arrned daıedevllş coulal overthroıv the reactionary
itictatorsir"ip establlshed by .Aıt6nio Salazar 1n 1925.In those years
(]ate tı,ıent ie s and early thirties), he believed in a palace

revolution or ınilitary coup (see p. 22). However, it was not 1on5

before he realised that this woulcl get the country nowheıe.

And ıvlıen, in 1934, he had a chance to joiı the PCP end contribute
hls share to unalerground ıvork, he unh.e sitat irıgly nade this
choice, ilestined to shape hls 1ife throughout the subsequent

periotl .

The aut}ıor's political blography comprlses exile to oolonial
Angola for participating in an gnti-fascist uprising, long terms

(including one that ]asteal wlthout a bıeak froın 1961 to 1971)

in .Angra do Heroisrno, Aljube, Caxlas and Peni,che, the Salaaar
regirne ı s worst prisons, iııterrogations jıı cel*ls of ?IDE, the

Portuguese gestapo, aııd lastly, decades oi undergrounci work fu1l
of ilangers and adverglties. However, every naw test teınpered

hiş revolutionary wi1l ancl macie hlm ııore conf,iilont than ever that
he had ınade the rlght choice. ııOurg wag a veı5ı haıd 1ife but we

aceepted it consciously ancl readilyıı (p. 45).
Turııiırg page after page, the reader comes to notlce that

the author speeks about his persona1 experiences very gimply,

indeed casually, dlssolving iı:is fate, so to speak, in the oollec-
tlve fatç of his f cllow-Coınınuntsts, of leaders and activists of
the party, rranJr of ıvhom went through harsh tests like himseE.

This tenoı of the reooIlectj.onş is not accliiental. Like
other veterans of .the PCP who have publisheci their ıeoollections
iı lıResistance'ı, a popular serial brought out by the Avante l
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publigheıs, Pires Jorge has detlicated his book priınarily to the

party, which has becoıne his horne and given his llfe meaniag. Hence

it 1s onJ-y rlght to describe the PCP as the chief protagonist

of the book, si:ıce the party has a 48-year recoril of anti-fascist
struggle in conditions of ilJ-egality anti playect a prominent role

ln lortugal ıs changeover from clictatorship to alemocracy after

the Apr1l Revolutton (1974).

?ires Joı:ge became a Communist at a tirne cruciaI for the

countT}, ancı the party. For objective ancl subJectİve reafıons

the ?C?, founiİed in March 1921, was urıgble to transforrn İtself by

the tlıne the fascist coup wa§ı ca]rried out lıto an efflcient antı

inf].uentia1 political force leading the worklng clas§. Although

it turned out to be the onJ-y organi.sation calliıgon the people

to resist a ınilitary coup, it was unable at the time to mobllise

the mssses against reactionIs offensive.

YJith socio-politlcal 1ife in the countıy dorninated by

iascism, truly titanic efforts were needetl ,to save the party,

protect its cadres, branches and publicatlons, aıd reorganise

lts rgork accoıding to the exigencies of gecreoy. The author

mentions tlre tiifficulties which Communists enoountered

when tlrey set out to reorganise ./ party ln the gtrictest
gecrec},. The lack of habits of underg:ıound work, a shortage
'of experienced people and funds, virtually oomplete i:ıteına-
tlonal isolatlon, organ:tsat iorıaI wealoıesg, aıld many other
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things hanpered the transfoıınation of the PCP into a leading

force of the anti-fascist rnovement.

Und.erestimation of the need for secrecy aınong members

in the thirties dld great damage to the party. "@İ9l and

0 Proletario were passed on from hand to hand or mailed. The

workers who printed. them were ınemberg of the partyıs llsbon
organisation. They did their usua1 ıgork at the prlnting plant

by day and carried on party work by night. llhi§ was a tıu)-y

criminal practice in terıns of the exigencies of secrecy,

ştnce the slightest blunder could have dire consequences for
both the f.,isbon organisation and the printing plantt' (pp. 37-

38). Dlsregard of the requirements of underground ryork ]-ed to

major 1osses; in the mtd-thirtles, the police uncovered several

places where Avantel was printed and arrested all the meınbers

of the PC? §ecretariat (1935).

However, self]css work enabled the Comınunists to over-

come clifftcultles. In spite of unrelenting repression, they

accomplished a revolutionary feat by turning 5.n a very, short

tiıne a weak party with ]-ittle influence lnto a solid and effl-
cient organisation that playect a tremendous role in the anti-
fascist resistance.

[he book contains numerous details about that j-ınportant

period ln PCP history, about the vast experience geined by

the Communtsts over decailes of unilerground vıork, tbat is, d.e-

tails unknown to the majorit1, of the internationa]- readership.

ihe party rras thoroughly reorganised under the leadership

of Alvaro cudhal, Militğo Ribeiro, S'ergio Vilarigues, Pedro
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Şoares, Pires Jorge and otheT professiona1 revolutionaries set
free in 1940. The reorganisation was characteri§ed above all
by the restoration of Leninist standards and. style in party ııork,
a tightening of aliscipliııe and. the promotion of democratic

centralisrn (see p. 45). Justly considering that success in the

effort to revive tbe party iiepended largely on the ideological
purity of its ranks, the Communists launched an offensive against
the opportunist vtews that had gained soıne currency in the PCPı

3esid.es, they adopted the most rigid rules of secrecy, foımed.

a peıınanent core of 1eeders and assured. their relative safety.
The reorganisation produceti ,esults at onceı the party

becaıne stronger organisat ionally, helct e congress (1943) for
the first tlme şince it went underground, and sponsored. the

formation of a number of d.eınocratic fronts grouping diverse
sections of the anti-fascist opposition. Communists stepped up

their activity in the official trade unions and organised the

uninterrupted printing and circulation of Avante !_. It is ııoıthy
of note that froın August 1941 to the April Revolution of 1974, oı
for 33 yea3s, the dictatoıship was unable to silence the news_

paper, to uncover and d.estroy the underground presses which
printed it. The devising of a we1l-regulated and strlctly
secret mechanism for the publi.cation and circulation of an i1_
Iega1 Communist press was a major accomplishment of the party.
The partyıs successes entltled its ınembers afterırard.s to d.es-

cribe the years betııeen 1942 and 1949 as an outstanding perlod
1in its history. '

1 See Avant§_!., No. 298, March ]-961.
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,
C cneı,a1
in the

Secretary of the lCP froıı 1929 to 1942; he lost
Tarrafal concentration camp.--Ed.his ]_ife

The author gives considerab]-e space to the struggle of
fellow-C ommunist s in fascist prisons. t!ğven in prisoas ıre

forıned. party organisations capable of functioning, having
]-eaders and tasks of their own, maintaining links with higher
boclies and partictipating in the activity of the PC? as best

they coulcl!'(p. 9O). Before and d.uring the Sixth Congress (1965),

Communist inmates of Caxias and. Peniche were regularly and.

fully inforrned of the Congress and supplied with texts of
delegates ı speeches .

the techııiqueg of coırırıunication by tapping adınittedly plays
a notatle part in the 1ife of politicaI prisoners. Portuguese
Coııııunistş got to krıow j.t after Bento Gonçalvesr2 a PcP lead.er,
bad mastered one of then durtng a vi,it 'bo a troni-rıgrad ıınıseum,

the one-ti.ııe Peter ğıd Paul Fortresg vıhere Ruşsian revolutlona-
ries were iııprlsoned under tsarlsm. His expeılonce provecl

uşeful to tİıousanal s of Comrounists. Many of therı became so
ski}ful at using the prison 'lMorse codett eg to even p].ay chess
in that way (see p. 35).

The reader wilI be interested to 1earn that tn ],960

ten portuguese revolutionaries led by Alvaro cuthal escaped

froın Peniche, a med.ieval prison fort. The author gives draınatic

details of the rnontb,s_long preparations for the daring opera-

tion which some of the finest cadre nıembers of the party helpeil
carry out and which had a world_wide echo. The event was a teI-
ling blow to the positione of the fascist regiıne and added to

the appeal of the PCP, which benefited. politically and or6;anisa-
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tionally by freeing a 5roup of experieııced revolutionaries
from §alazarls prison.

A particularly noteworthy rnerit of the book is that,
being a valuable historical record, it furnishes instructive
information about the development of the PC? as a Leninist party
of the new type operating underground.. Irom this point of vieıv,

too, the recol1ections are of unquestionable political reJ-e_

vance for fraternal parties sti1l compelled. to work and. fight
underground .

However, there ls something else that makes the book

valuable. The recollections are intendeii for the present aııd

future generations of young revolutionaries who may benefit
greatly from the veteran Cornmunistıs experience. For it is
typica1 of yoııng Communists that they primarily search for
ronance in the struggle for a just cause. And revolutionary ro-
mance ls a featuIe of the past and. present activity of the

Portuguese Communist Party.

Sğre_i9_!a"tıiş
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T-,INE 0F THE REV0I,,uT]01\T

Sardar Prithvi Singh Azad
veteran member of the Communist Party of Indİa (CPI)

Iast spring, when the 13th CPI Congress ıvas greeting
veterans of the struggle for the party's rovo}utionary
cause, Serdar Singh, 93, was naıned f irst. This i:-ı vıhat
he told our journal about himself.

I ınight as well begin with 19J1 because that year my life
entered what I ıvould now d.escribe as a new, meaningful period.

Although I was cloşe on forty 1 set out for Moscoıv on foot from

Karachi, without passport or any other identification papers.

I ıyill tel1 you later why I did tt.
ft took me fully three months to reech Kushka. In Kabul

1 was held by tbe Afghan authorities but managed to escape, and

after that I had no chance to stop for rest. By the time I
arrived at the frontier I couldn't take off nıy shoes because rny

leet were bleecling. I ınade it clear to the first Soviet

frontier guar<i I saw that ] was an Ind.ian revolutionary, and

added that if I sat down I woulil hard,ly be able to get up. The

gqard.s brought me a pailful of warm ıgater. 1 put rny feet in it
and. when I finally took off rny shoes my skin caıne off with thern.

They bandaged my sore feet right away, gave me sone food. and

put me up for the night.

Some time around, midnight, horrever, I ıvas roused by two

guards, who told me to get up.

Annals of . C o_!ı_ı:age
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ilThe wolf has a sheepts skin on but its teeth show just
the sarne, lt one of thern said.

Afterııards I understood. that the guard,s hed. rcccived a

report saying that a dangerous spy was about to crosr: i::to
Sovlet territory. They mistook me for him, all the nore because
T had no papers, 8s I1ve said, carried a'nistol and cı,,-ıid.nlt
explain things properly. I was put in a ce1l wlıorc there were some

men looking like lı(oslenıs. They probably took me f oı. a l.-,.rue

belleverll , and so they told. me how they had been fi;hting against
Soviet rule. They demand ed that I should pray to ,\l]-ah f or the
ıldestruction of the infidelslt. .I pretend.ed to pray. In the morning,
however, when the guard. unlocked the door I rushed to hir,ı.

lll'm not what you take me forrltI said. iıItn a revolutionary.
I had thought I could count on a warm welcome in the Soı,iet Union.
But see what happened. ıt

Shortly after thet I was sumınoned to the commander, a stout
man with smiling eyes.

llthis is a big chiefrltI wag told. tıTell hiıı tlı.c truth, the
whole truth, lf you value your life.'ı

I chuckled.
|lWhat ı s so funny?ll
llWhy, we|re in the Soviet Union, a country of workers and

peasants, arenlt we? How come you have so stout a chief here?ll
They all burst out laughing, and you know that laughter helps

ease tension- In short, we hail a friendly talk and I ıvas given
two hours to put everything on paper and, above 81]- to explain
why I had first celled. myself an Tndian revolutionary and then
also an American one.
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j,iow is probably the time to teli you why I vıe:ıt to Mcsccw.

In the prccess I?l1 have to go back to the earlieot years of

my life.
T was born in Pun jsb. !,,1y f ather, a landless peasant , had

to emigrate to Burına in search of a better life foı his farnily.

In Burına as in InCia, a 1iberation potential was building up at

the turn of the century. There was a movement for boycotting

British goods. I eagerly took notice of all that as I grew up,

longi.ng to contribute together with my coevals to the fight

against the colonisers. lJith the maximalism of youth, we saw

'ttit for tatll as the only way. It so happened. that in 1908 the

British colonial authorities hanged. a 3engali terrorist of my

age. Besides, they gave a six-year prison term to a noi;ed

Ind.ian for writing an article in the boy's defence. I admired the

exarnple set by the two Indians. I resolved to join the revolution-

aries and. fled to Hongkong. There I got in touch with young

Indians, Filipinos and Burrnese who longed 1ike rnyself to fight
for freedoın even at the price of their lives"

l'Go to the United States if you want your country to ıvin free-
dom r'l people in the know told. me. 'tVJe are noiiJ nıusteriiıg f orces

over there . l'

In 1909, my new comrades helped me make ny y{ay to the

States. There I really found. an organisation of Indian revolu-

tionaries who wanted to free their country from the British yoke.

1 joined. it and was soon one of its rnore active mernbers. \Te

worked everywhere, collecting Jnoney to buy arms. !tre also took

part in the American labour movement. However, the in,ıportant thing
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was that vııe planned to go back to Tndia when the tirne came to

launch an uprising, nor did we doubt that the people would

support us. When World }Var I broke out we decid.ed. that noıv

ıvas the time, and so ]_5O volunteers sailed for India after taking

what I now knoııu were naive precautions.

We cherished great hopes but had a poor idea of the situa-
tion in India, so that nothing came of our plans. The greater
part of the ılAmericantl group was arrested on arrivaI. A court

sentenced. 2{ revo lut ionaries , İncluding myse}f, to death by heng-

ing, and the rest got Iife sentences. jıIevertheless, the seeds

sown by our atternpt at revolt had already sprouted in lırdia, and.

ou]r case caused a big stir. As there was a war on, the colonisers
found it expedient to revise the sentences, with the result
that seven men were henged and the rest found thernselves in
prison on one of the And.aman Island.s.

We were all in solitary confinement in that terrible prison.
Regulations were outrageous. When one of my fe llow-ilunates, a

man 20 years older than I, was beaten to d.eath I called a hunger

strike in protest. I refused. to take food or d.rink or to ta]-k.

Ilay on the bare floor of the cell day and night. Trying to
break me, ıny jailers fed me through the nose. This lasted for
five-odd. nonths. IIost over 40 kilogıams, or nearly half my

wetght. But I had my comrad.est backing and held out. f feel
strong enough even now, at 93, so you can imagine vghat I was

Iike 70 yeaTs ago.

Al1 of us were young and. strong and offered resistance as
best as we cou]-d. When 3ritish so]_diers beat us we hit back, re_
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fusing to give in even to threats of using arrns. Several

prisoners managed to escape by locking up thei:: guards. Ia

Delhi a high-ranking British official described the inrıates

of And.aman prison as a l'pack of wolvesll . This is ,ı;ıhy tlıe

British d.ecided to scatter us over various prisons"

I was transported to tr{adras and from there to a snall town

insouthernIndia.onerrivingthere,Irea1ised.thatthe
jailers werenı t overzeqlous" One night when the guard. on duty

fell asleep I made my way to freedoın in spite of my irons. It
was the rainy season and 1had to ıivalk or wade as the case ınight

be. At last I reached a village and f ound ''1""T, f roırt of a

dark peasant .hut. It was quiet inside. Vihat was T to d.o? I
couldnlt speak the }anguage of the province. I moved my feet
and the j ingle of my irons woke up the housewif e . Slı.c ceı,ıe out

and. saw me, and then she woke her husband and lit e laııp, and

both stared. at me in surprise. I made a sign to indicete that

first of all I wanted to get rid of my irons. But they were

poor peasants who had no suitab}e too1. Using a stick and a

stone, we knocked. off my irons with great difficulty, adding

to my sores. As rny "lotlr"" hung down in shreds I was coınpelled

to d.lscard them. That left me with nothing on but a loineloth
because ıny hosts could.nıt }end me any clothes" I was grateful
for the little food they offered me.

I trudged. on at rand.om in the d.ark but at daybreak I was

back to where I had uıad.ed weist-deep through raiawater. I vıas

so exhausted that it was all I could. do to get to a d.r;z place.

There I was overtaken by pursuers and. sentenced ,bo ano-bhor 30

yearsl irnprisoirment, this tirne for trying to eğcape. The court
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put ne down in its records as a dangerous end incorri3ible
eıirnina1. This }ıappened in 1921.

A year later the authorities decided to transport me and

another three revolutionaries to a safer place, Nagpur prison
in centra]_ India. We ı,ıere put on a train ıırith nine guard s.
We had. a 1ong way to travel and on taking my bearings I nad.e

up my ınind to try once more to regain rny freed.om.

At a suitable moment I asked to be taken to the toi]-et.
The policernan guarding rne stayed. at the door outside. I had

only a few minutes at my d.isposal. 1 tried. to open i;he rıindow

but it was safely locked, except that above it there yıas a
large fan. I managed. to force it and squeezed myself through
the hole, feet flrst. I d.ropped. out of the train just when it
had slowed down because there was a brid.ge ahead. I got away

a}most unhurt.

The place was the vicinity of Amravati, a city in the state
of l{aharashtra. I knocked. on the door of the ve::y first house

I carne acToss. It turned out to be a stud.ent hostel. T ıvas

lucky because nationalist, anti-3ritish sentirnent was strong
arnong the students. I ventured to come to the point vıithout
offering any exp lanat ion.

llTake :ne to the leader of your cityls indepeiıd.ence fight-
ers r 

ll I said.. !'It' s very important, believe ıne. ll

To be sure, the students could have taken rıy request for a

provocation but something in my behaviour made thern trust rne.

Without asking any questions, they took me to whon they called.
the l'd.octor''. Well, I thought, itls too late to retreat, and so
I told hirn everything about who I was and where I carne from. He
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7.
turned. out to be a real d.octor, a courageous pairiot. l\iy sores
were seen to, I was given shelter and. some of the whereııithal
to begin und.erground. work.

Incidentally, I imagined at the time that I oyıed the support
people gave rne in the most diverse, occasionally criticeI ci]:-
curnstances, to a sort of personal magnetism. Subsequently I real-
ised, of cou-rse, that it was merely an expressioa of the libera-

sectiontion spirit characterising every / ot society.
They helped. ıne got to Bornbay, y{here I was to live under a

false name. I need.ed a suitable job, one that would place me among

young people. My experience urged me to infuse them wi';h freed.om-

-loving, patriotic ideas. I d.ecided to !,ave a go at gymnastics as

a coach because I had been strong and deft from childhood. The

time came when I even fltted out a siınple gym vıhich served me as

a depenclable livelihood and the mainstay of my underground activity.
Eight years went by. The police was unab]-e to traclç rne down

but the Communists found. out my whereabouts. They s-bl,ove to win
oveı nationa1 revolutionarie s, telling them that terrorisrn is the

wrong ]vay to freed.om and that only by organising the ıTorkers and

peasants is it possible to free the country from the colonisers
and establish peoplers rule. Needless to say, they knew my record--
from arrest to escape-llike many other people in Ind.ia. As for
me, I looked. on the Communist Party with distruşt at the tine be-
cause there were too persistent allegations about the coınmunists
llgetting gold from Russia|ı. But the man who contacted ne vr'as an

esteemecl revolutionary and nothing could make me dlstrust hiın. He

proposed a meeting with his Ieader in Allahabad.. After a long con-
versation there which baclly eroded. rny homespun notions of the
true road to freedom, I was advised to go to Russia to study
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Marxism-l,eninism. 'lYoutve got a pistolrtı I was told, |?but you
must remember that knowledge is another revolutionaly weapon.
When you corne back you! 11 be able to serve your couniıy better
than before.lt I remeınbered these word.s well. They served. nıe as
a guide on my difficult path"

And this explains why the year 1931 §aw ne on the Soviet
frontier. I v,ıa s allowed to travel on to Moscow.

lookl-ng back at the time when I had. another two chances to
go to the soviet union and even wrote a book about i;hat country
(it was published^ in India), I smile when I recall the naive ideas
about Soviet reality f had i-n the past. Coming across people
and looking closely at what seemed. to be calm faces--oneIs face
reveals a lot, you know--I couldntt help thinking in surprise:
|ıAre these people real revo lut io naries ? They dcntt even carry
arms. A11 they talk about is blast furnaces, povf er stations,
hervests...lt But the very same people soon brought it honıe to
me that they were d.oing a really revo]_utionary job by building a

new world. And. when I was enrolled in the Communist University
of ıIııorking People of the East, I began to see clear in .the very
laws governing life and revolutionary struggle.

I studied diligently, giving ıny all to it. Thc treining
of willpower and. staunchneşs I had received in prison came in
handy. Things were also made easier for rne by the fact that
instruction was cgrried on chiefly in English. Besid.es, my com-
rades helped. me a lot. In short, I mad.e a nane for ınyself as a

conscientious student end was ad.mitted. to the Bolshcvi'lı Party.
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9.

On gradıation f d,ecid.ed" to retr-ırn to Ind"ia without delay.
I mad.e a d,etour, going to iıiarseilles and then sailing f or
?ond.icherry ( it was a trlrench enc]_ave in Ind-ia at the time ).
From there it was a stone ı s throw to l.,iadras. I got there in
the end", if not without ad-ventures, by lulljıg the vigilance
of the police. A]_]- I wanted" after setting foot on my native
soi1 was to get back to work as early as.possible, to d,evote

the hıowled.ge I had" acquired" d"ı.ıring my 1ong absence to the
liberatj_on of my people, to the revolutionary struggle.

The loca} organisation of the Commr:ıist Party of Ind.ia,
which I joined., instructed" me to nıove to Boınbay again to
work ıırrd"ergrourüd.. It was certainly easier to maintain secrecy
i-n a big, nultinationel city which I knew very well. Vie

begaıı to publish aJı illegal newspaper there. I had to do

almost everything as a staff member--writing articles, circu*
J-ating the paper, raising fund"s f or its publication. We road"e

progTess, experiencing no serious setbacks. Grad_ually we

carne to the conclusion that it was tiıne to ad.d. work in 1ega1

cond"itions to urrd,ergr oı:ıd. activity.
I must say that the Ind.ian National Congress was very

active by then. Pressure from the growing liberation move-

ment nıad.e things d.ifficult for the British colonisers. I
told- my party leadership that I woulcl. 1ike to work in lega1
cond"j.tions.

liI think itts tirne,'! İ said., ilbecause every child- can

now tell the British outright what j.t thirüs of them.ll
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10.

lt'flhat if you ı re arrest ed.?|'

lı }/iy arrest woulcl ınerely add to public d.iscontent. Af ter
a11, my record" is knonn to many.''

The party approved" my id.ea on the und"eTstaıding t}rat I
§hould. meet with Mahatma Gand,hi first because if I were

jailecl. again, his prestige among the people would" serve

our cau§e.

Gandhi asked. me to tel]- my life story in detail.
||It would" be d"arıgerous for you to deliver yoursetf

into the hands of the authbrities because you have too

eventful a record",lı he said after hearirrg lt.Y'rlrj." tirne they
Amight finish you off.''

|l1 tm not afraid, of that, '' I replied,. l'I want my example

to inspire young people. P]_ease ınake it known that 1 am here

with you. tt ,

Although Garıdhi ailvocated, non-violent resi_staırce, he

hesitated- for a long tj_me. In the end. he cal]ed up the

Bombay police because he wanted. to d"efend me before the

authorities. But his intervention didntt help even after he

had approached" the highest-ranking colonial officials. I
was aşrested a.rrd. sent back to prison with a sentence

that was to ri,ıı ti11 1965 f or my previ.ous tıcrirnesıı.

§hortly after that, World, War II broke out. In an effort
to gecure the Ind"ians' support, the colonia] authorities
released" the more prominent fighters for the liberation of

the corıntry. I was arnong those who were set free. Garıclhi

wiexpected"ly İnvited. rne t o serve with hiın as .aı asşistant .
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11.

llI am apparentJ_y nearing the end of nıy d"ays,!ı he said", itand"

I bad.ly need" people 1ike you besid.e rne. t| Yet he knew that
1 was a Commuıist. Oı;r party 1ead.ershj_p recommend.ed. me to
accept the offer in orai.er to ınaintaj:r cfo§er ties with the
natioıral fead"er. I stayed- ıvith hinı ııntil tjre begirıning of
the mass movernent calling upon the 3ritish to quit Ind"ia,
when the colonial authorities stepped. up repression agaiı
and put me back behind. bars along with rnany others.

Incid,entaf 1y, in pı-ırely persona1 terms, those brief pe-
riod"s in between two imprisonrnents gave rne the first respite
after my stud,ies. In 1943, when f was near]_y.fifty, I
married"--Ild had no such opportıırıity before. By now I have
two grown-up children: a gon whots a flyer arrd. a d"aught er,
a med-ical school grad"uate. My grand.chililıen are growing up
too.

It was in 1947 that ind.epend"ence brought us fnd.ian
revülutionaries out of İne co]oniserst prisons for good..

Everything changed. aıld so d"id or-ır struggle. The erophasis
in it shifted to the social sphere, and internationally it
concentrated. on conso]_idating independ,ence in a c}imate of
peace. Together with other Comrnı.ııists of the old-er genera-
tion, who had gone through the school of rınd"ergroı"ınd-

activity and harsh trials, T continued. working in the party,
chiefly in the state of Gujarat. I participated. for many
years in the lead"ership of the peace novement. I hope my

effort wasnlt fruitless, to jud.ge by the proportj.ons the
movernent has assumed" here in Ind"ia.
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1,

However, it is too early to speak about it as a thing
of the past. I go on helping the party even now that I|ve
come back as arr o]-il man to my home state, Pi.ırr jab, where

I ım c]_oser to ıny children. 1 ıneet with yoı.ırrg people, a1l_

the more since I'm a counsellor in the Departrnent of Ed"uca-

tion and" also take part in the peace movement. I hope I
wi1l be f it enough to carry on, at 1east' ı:rıti1 Itm a hı.rrrdre d,

years old..

Looking back, I can see that nıy ]_if e has been f o11owing

one anal the same 1ine, the ]_j_ne of the revo]_utj.on. In telling
you about my past, I wish to say this to the yoıırrger

generation: ı'A Commrınist certainly need"s courage a:ıd.

strength but above a]_1 he need_s the convicti_on that comes

of Marxist knowled.ge, and, he ınust be abte to take it
to people , to transJ_ate id"eas into revolutionary d-eed"s.

He has to learn tbis a1] his life.trTÜ
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lL t| oıı,ı

Alrnaış of Courage

DYImitY YEARS IN ?RrsON

The !'ilipino Communistj9J9_!8va_ spent twenty years
oi his 1ife i:ı jatl, but the long prison term failed to
break his spiıit. Immediately upon his release in 1970,
gecurecl by Philippine and international- public pressure
on the government, he plunged into active party work.
How tlid he rnanage t o srırvive this ortlea]-? illhat helped
hin to prevail, to preserve his identity and biı id€gls?
i'/e put theşe and otheı questlons to Comraiie Lava, who

currently represents }ıis party on ry.

I wil-L g].ııray§ renember the fateful ıiay of October 18, 1950.

That wes when the authorities seized a 1arge group of C omrnunist s

in },ianiXa, including some leaders of our party. In the cour§e

of the tria1 which ]ısteil until May 1951 and was based on

trurnped-up cbargesr1 sj_x C}P ınembers were genteneed. to death;

foı severa1 cornratle s, nyself inoludeil, the veritict was l1fe
lmprisonment, gnd the reşt were gentenced to variouş prison

t erms .

At iiıst 1 did not believe that i wouJd renain in pıison
for mor€ tban twolve years (the naxinun penalty for simple rebel-
].ion) . I rıas bopjı,g that the po3-itioa1 situatton in the country

woulil change, that the sentenoe would be ıevieweil and the cor-
rect penalty loposed. How€ver, yearg pa§§etİ, but the only

things that ohauged were the pıison celf_s ancl the Jaoes of the

guards anil of ııy f elI_ow inrnates.
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2

iive
tlc §pent the gıeater part of the fiıst/years oi irnprlson-

ment on <leath row. [here ıra s a].so Eolitary confinenent tlurirr8

ıyhich we were tieprivecl of a1l reading ınatter and could 1eave

the cel].s only for brlef walks, and meetings with relatives
or laııyers. Due to an outbreak of gang ınarfare in the <leath

ıow we wele traasferred to the prison ohapel for several mont]ıs

1nto wbich tşQ iıınef,gg were packed like sardiaes. we baal to

sleep on the f1ooı with hardly enough space 1eft for walklrıg.

rntelllgence officers kept inprisonedl C onmunlst s untleı

constaat surveillaııce and repeated§ testeil out iortltude.
once, arte! 9 p€rioal of very stıict conilııotraat io a ınilitary
jat1, seveıal. comrades, ııyself inclucied, were taken out of the

plson bliadfolded. It was a J.ong anti silent ilrj.ve to an unalisclos-

e<l deştination. As it t urneci out, it was yet another i.nterroga-

tlon, althougb conaiuct eci İa the naıDıeı of an glnogt friendllr
talk wlth 8n intell-igence officer posing as a historian. Irorı
rıe, he wanted to hear qy verslon of an i]ıt 6]xıa l party controver-
§}1 iııvolvlı8 iorms and nethod.s of struggle. I lndigrunt Iy
refused thİa tıansparent attempt to get my ııcooporationl' for
splittİrıg ıurpo§es.

I was subJecteil to experlnents ia which psychotropic clrugs

were used. The ain ıns to test thelr effect on huııan behaviour.

I could not tell whether it was day or nlght, r was şerni-conscious
a11 the tiııe. When I began to recover try s€nse§, another injec-

then
tion $rag acininiştered. .qnd,/they tolti ne r rıE E loging my mi_rrd.

I aşkedi my wlf,e to take thls matter up with the ?resldent and

she diii, but wag ignored.
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3.

Ag far as I kıow, only one CPP member succumbed to enerı;-
of

pressures af t'er spending severa1 years in jail--one / lhase

sentenced to death. The others successfully resj.stecl such pres-

sures. !'roıı my very first days in prison, it never occurred to

me to appea1 for pardon: this step could have been i:ıterpreted

as a sign of weakness, of readi:ıess to trade ıny conv j.cti.on§ f or

re lea se .

Attempts were algo macle to sway us through our families.

No attempts vıere made to approach my two olcler brothers who rnıere

not directly involveci in the revolutionary struggle but ıvere

}ııorvn for anti-imperialist convictions and their socialist sympa-

thl.es. The authorities tried to act through my mother. A fanıily
ecquaintance was induced to talk her into persuadİ.ng me and rşı

younger brother, at that time General Secretary of the CP? CC,

tc give up our convictions. But my ınother said: ııWhetever my

sons rnay be do ing must be good because r trust them f ully. .1,11

I can do is hope and pray for their health and safety.iı
[bere were elso outrlght provocations we had to withsiand.

Intelligence officer§ once staged a rea1 show. llhey saİd tbey

found a note at my ce1l door reading, lloomrade Lava, ever]rthing is
of

reaaly.rl They wanted to use this forgery to accuse me ,/ preparing

an escgpe. But the scheme fe11 through. A prison security cfficer
ıvas assigned to investigate the case, ancl he proved to be an

honest nan, After questioning rne several ti_mes, he realised tlrat

I had nothing to do with the incicient, ancl he duly ııecordeti his
conclugion. I regret to say that he paid for his integrityı he
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4.

hiınse lf was frameal and beaten severely cturing j:ıterrogatioı

sessiong. T,ater we 1eaıneti that the officer had diect.

Our jallers trled to demoralise us by playing on the diffi-

culties ia the ilevelopment of the interııational c onrnunist rnove-

ment. FoT €xample, _a_fter tbe 2Oth congress of the CPSU which cle-
pe rsonbl it y

nouııc ed tbe / cul-t period ancl its abuse§, an intelli-
gence officer brought ıne a copy of U.S. News and Yforld Report

with antl-comnunist coverage of the congress and asked for my

oIrjJıion. I replled that first of al1 I ttoubted the authenticity

of the nagaziıe t s version anal adaleal that at any rate this infor-
mation coulal Dot ü]rrdermine the comrnitment of communists to so-

cialism, JuEt es it was impossible to cteny that, 1eci by the CPSU,

the heroic Soviet people and their aımed forces playeal the cieci-

sive role in the defeat of Hitler fascisn.
Virtually frorn the very f iı.st days of our imprisorııı€nt, our

group wa§ vlsiteal by Catholic priests anci nuns. They tıied vainly

to şhake our atheist convj.ctions. Froın the early 1960s, brothers

of the catholic De Lassalle university made frequent visits
of

to some /our lead.iııg comrades. I was includeci i:ı tıııo such vişits.
The eirn wa., to split our group ıılth the help of ivlaolst propaganda.

fhey wer€ looking for people who ciisplayed a clegree oi ideologlcaI

inmaturity and lackeal adequate practical eıperience. Veıy few weıe

owayed. Mogt Gorımunists rema jJıe cl steadfast.

I think that what helpecl me to survive my 20 yea3s in pıison

ııaş above a1l the reaciiness to face harşh trials and rny faith i:ı
the itleals whlch prompted me to join the Comınıııist Party. I became
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a Conmunigt b L937, when the CP? had been working underground

for five y€arg. From the very outset I hacl a fair grasp of the

risks aacl sacrifices the 1ife oi a party member entailed.
I cleliberately spoke about this to my futurg ııiie in the

coutrsğ of my oourtship. I am prouci to say that she understood rne

and that she ghowed great perseverance and f ortitucle during tiıe

1orıg yeaıs I spent iı prison and even befo:ıe I was arresteai.

She haci to raige our three chlldren virtually on her own, and

s}ıe rebuffed a1l the attempts of the enemy to iıJluence nıe

tbrough her.

Reflecting on the fate of my comrades and 1ovetl oneg w}ıo

nade similar Eacrifices, r would say that we becaıne Communists

pr§ciE€ly because we reacted, particulaıly acutely to tho foreign
and alomestic oppression our country ancl our people suffered fron.

I thiak that the traditions of the Philippine national 1ibera-

tion movement, which hacl begıın with the struggle against Spanish

co].onial rule in the ].ate nineteenth century, also played a

part. My parent§ brought us up 1n the spirit of these traditions.
I }oıew since I was a kiai that ıny uncle fought in the war agalıst
the colonial rulers anii was kllled in the battle of San iiafae1 at
the age of 18. Our panents fostereal in us, in ıny brothers and

ğişter§, a 1ov6 of ouT country, coınpassion for tha poor and the

oppressed, comııitııent to justice, and a yearniııg for hıowledge

anaı tnıth.
Filipino Conmıınist s were tempered in the crucible of Jepane-

se occupation and the subsequent armed struggle for llberation
against US neocolonJalien. Ehe Japane se invaders cleclared that
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6.

the Oonııuniot Party was theiı first and foremogt enemy and be-

ganaverİtablehuntafteritsleatİershi.p.llarıy<letticatedcomıades
werekilledattbattlııe,includin8crisantoEvangelista,founder
of the CP3. Once, after a clandestine meeting of the Politica1

Bur€au which I attendetl, I naııowly escapecl arrest and maybe ,

even death. Death waa only a step behind clanciestine Coınmunist

activisto, anci we got usect to the constant threat to our liı,as,

And when the ageat a of a reaetioDaqy pro-American regime seized

usin1950ıIfeltgoııefearbutwasprepare.ıfortheworst.
Uponarrİvalintheprison,beforewer|ver€tried,weıYere

al1 plaoetı İı tlifferent cellg. to isolate us from one another.

Atonce,witboutanyprİoragreement'webegantosİıgtheInter..
natioıale eniı then chanted ,ıDown l,,lth us imperialism and its
puppet8rr and |ııong 1ive tbe CPP and the HMB".2 Other prisoners

and even sone guards ancl erıployees 1ater told us that this ınass

gjaıging aad chanting of slogans had a pıofoıınci 1mpact on them:

if peop].e behave 1lke thİs in jail, then they nust be confident

of the justice of their cause and of fi!a1 victoıT.

Anotber thin€ wbich helped us to preservğ our fighting

spirit and fatth fuı our eventual release was the fact that

throughout our 2O-yeaır-loııg iııprisonment we conducted party

work. It was aloae in different forms, clepencliıg on the strictness

of tbe confinement.

Our fiıst step was to organise study ıneetings. Tbe stuclies

cont i:ıued even when we were plac€al in ciifferent cells. Then t]ıe

1eadiıg party organ ia the prison began to holtl regular nıeetiıgs.

Naturally, tbis woulcl have been iınpossible if we had failed to
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7

e§tablish fıılendJ-y relations wi,i;b som. of the guaıds. Soııe cane

from areag where the CPP t]rüditi orxt]..Ly had a stroııg lnfluenc e

aılaı where the people were syrıpathe,,:io ı;o the party. others slnply
respoııdoil to the decent anı1 h,ıııa ne wıı}, !J.ı, rıhioh we treated then.
When we d.eeicled, to ho]-d a meeti_ılg" ihg;ı .J;ıçllürğ the cloors of our

ceal§ ard we gathered in one o.f them. -l.t the flrst §lga of alarn
we rushett back to ou]] ow]ı r,elJ.s, ,bo give ihe guards time to 1ock

the doors. y,Ie did our best never -i;o iet ıiown our friends amcng

the guards.

Here r nust sğy that there were also o-1:]:c: Connunists ıırbo

hail been arle§ted earJ-i€r. they had an organisatlon of their
ornx, wele on good terms with nany pri.son eınployees, anaı §oon estab-
lished oontact ııith us. FoT our part, we found a rıgy to reach tho§e
peııty nerıbeıs who were arreşted iater a]xd were conflned. İn the
part of the prlson ::eserved for the tlReiellioril group3 (as distln-
guisheal froııo our group oqlled lı?olitburo gToup"). fhat ıııas no

easy ta§k: the aciminj-stration of 'rh" p:iscn 
-*a 

s aoırg its best
to keep oontaots aıoong polltiea1 prisoners to a ninlııum. }Iever-
theless, the search for sone ave]lue of oonı;a,ıt went oa. 1-[e askecl
tho guards we trusteii to give a nessage o]] pess a note to our
conrailes. y{e used eveİ,Jr olportruıity to talk to them iıuİilg vigltin€
tj_ne for fan-llles and other relatives.

she illfficult thing abour.. our sj.trıation was that vıe had
virtuauy no contact wlth the party leedership, The pıison autııorı-
tl-eş searched thoroughly everythin8 politica1 prisoners reeeived,
even hone-nacıe food. Qhat is why from the very b eg İJırıjJıg yfe

flecltleti not to compromise our faınilies and askeal to convey the
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8

neoeşsary treg§ages to us oğJ-y ve]ıbaJ-l-y, duriag vislts.
Sometlmes bowover, we managed to circumvent the jai].ers.

For eıampla, there waa a stıict order that newspapor§ or periodi-
q

cals shoulcl reaoh pllltlcaI prisoners only via tbe ııilitary counter-

-intelligenoe offj.cers who elther censored theıı heavily r-ıı delibo-
rately ielayed then. However, relatives and friends wlappeal, §eJi,

fried fish or patties 1n the latest newspapeEs. 3he guertls ilid
not pay any attention to the oil-stai:ıed wrappİngg, anai ıve receiv-
ed the inf,ornation rre needed so bad§.

With the adveot oi a ııew, nationallştic President in 1957,

the regiıoe oi İ,Jıcarcelation applied to Corımuıistg becaııe somewbat

moıe relared, aıd wğ wela able to oıganlse a party gghool in t}ıe

prison.

The uıileıgtandiıg, helBfulness, iirmness anii setf-contıo1
we showeal nadle other iıınate s r€§pect uE. lDhe pı€ıtlge of the Con_

muntsts wac eDbanced by the fact that they kept raising with tbe

Dri§on authorltie§ the question of better coailtionş for alJ. pri_
§oncrg, of, ııore frequent visits by :ıelatives, of access to news-
papers and books. lfe trieii to treat prisoners irom the underworld
with eguaninj.ty ancl ıınderstaniling, not to offencİ then oı provoke

hostility. I[e invariably saiil tlnoiı to all attemptE to extort
ııoney frorn uş to buy liquor with, but rıve ııeve! ıefused to give
advice and we helped to clraw up petitioas foı reiluctions cf pri-
şon terms. We were able to 63.1ng about reconciliatlon betııeen
pfİsoners 

'rom 
rivaI gangs and to İniliıü§e §enşeıe§s b1ooctsheaı.

Y{e also nanaged to get on wel} with a 1arge gıoup oi japanese

prlsoneıs oi ıye r who were confined together rrıith us at the beglnntn8.
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1 think the authorlties di.d this for a purpo§e; they thought that

the Japanese would be hostl]-e tovıards Conınunists for thelr agtive

ro],e 1n tbe resistance movement. The objective wa§ to intiınidate

us, to aıert adclitional psychological pre§suTe on us. 3ut ı,ıe cief eat-

ed thlg §chem6. As soon as our two groups were ııiıed, we 6xpla iııed

that we hact lought the Japanese ınilitarists but never identif,j.ed

then wttb tbe Japanese people. 0n the whole, we naintained norrna],

relatioıs with the prisoners of wor. W€ even prompted sone of them

to become i:ıteresteal in Marıism-leninism beoause we told them

about the ideag and purposes of ouı struggle.

Although lşo].ateti fıon the outsiaie wo]ıld, we tliil leaııı that

the coıınıın5.st Paıty reuuined active clespite the blowg clealt to

it. Gradqally, the C?P re-esiablishett mass work€ı, peasant and

youth organisations. Dernocratic forces gajned stren5th. In 1968,

a bıoad canpaXgıl for the release of political prisoners was

launched, supportecl by internatioııal public opini.on. Incıeased
pressule was bııought to bear on the gove:ııment aacl on the

Supreme Couıt wbich finally revieweal and reciuced our §entence§.

Jaııuary 6, I97O was another memorable clate for ,me. That

was whea we r9g lkad out of the gate of the prison wbere ıve had

speat almost 20 years. Our release ıvas extensive ly covered in
the presı. Not onJ-y reJ.etives and, friends but also corre§pondents

of Eny newgpapers met us at the gate. One of tham asketi ıne ıvha t
I thought and fe].t in these first moment s of freedom. IıI entered

prison a Coııınunlst, and I am leaving prlson ştill a Comııunistrlı

I replled. I coulai not put it any other way.
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10"

1Th" Co*rrnis.i:s yıere charged wj.-bh rebe]_1j-on aggravated
by murder, algon, kidnapping, robbery, etc. not provided for
in tlıe Penal Code which penal.ises onl;, siııple rebe]_licıı.

,* Initials of the Philippine name for the Communist-lec]

]Tational ].,,iberation Army. --Ec .

- This group included both those ıvho engeged in dlrtc';
armed struggle and leaders of the CPP-led iiCorrgress of Labcur
Organisationsıı (CL,0) .
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