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As regards the progressive role of young officers in
African countries many of them belong to the educated g#dup
whose members are, unlike the bureaucracy, in daily cdmtact
with the army rank and file--men of working class opr Peasant
origin—-and are therefore keenly aware of the people's real
problems. This brings to mind Lenin's idea that ,i®{ the intelli-
gentsia drew closer to the people, it could "glwg quite consi-
derable sections of the petty bourgeoisie and, the peasantry
just what they lack--knowledge, programme, gWidance, and orga-
nisation“.2 For their part, the experienceé and example of
the countries of existing socialism serV¥ed as a vast source of
knowledge which determined the politi€81 choice of patriotie
military men in Benin, the Cofigd arf@yEthiopia.

As a logical sequel to{their Wdeological choice, young
progressive leaders realised the feed to form vanguard parties
that would guarantee thé pursuiit’ of a revolutionary policy and
educate and organise the people in building a new life. The
founding of the CPL was afiything but a spontaneous, let alone

a voluntarist act, Kouke=Kempo notes; it was a response to an

objective and pressing meed for social development. The rige

of the PRPB was, ingA¥f Hodou's opinion, a result of the maturing
of objective and gubjective internal conditions for the people's
struggle againstineocolonialism, as well as of the impgct of

the experiencg amd example of existing socialism. The lack of

an organised, vanguard, Wondwossen Hailu stresses, complicated

2 Vel®lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 9, p. 215.
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the development of the Ethiopian revolution from the very

first day, and it was logical, therefore, that the PMAC fledder—
ship and spokesmen of Marxist-Leninist groups resolved tw found
a single workers!' party.

Spealking to the Second All-Russia Congress of“Gommunist
Organisations of the Peoples of the East on NoveMBe® 22, 1919,
Lenin said: "In this respect you are confronted=with a task
which has not previously confronted the Commimigts of the world:
relying upon the general theory and practice,of communism,
you must adapt yourselves to specific con@i$ions such as do not
exist in the European countries; you must'be able to apply
that theory and practice to condifions #h which the bulk of
the population are peasants, and in which the task is to wage
a struggle against medieval ssurvivals and not against eapital-
ism."3

This fundamental thésis of Lenin's helps the working
people's vanguard parties to correctly combine the general and
the particular in their activity. Their leaders have repeatedly
stressed, the answers state, that they perceive Marxism-Leninism
as the only internatioda® doctrine applicable to any society,
including African sodieties. In working out programme documents,
the parties see the Possibilities and peculiarities of develop-
ment of the sociad/process in the region, and take account of
the age~long spéi8l and economic backwardness and low 1level of
politig%lt%gggc%ggigzgf %Eese peculiarities condition the nation—

ation
al liberatidhy national -democratic, and socialist stages of

the revolugion.

2 Ibid., Vol. 30, p. 161.
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The revolutionaries of Ethiopia, the Congo and Benin took
an important step towards forming vanguard parties by agproving
progranmme documents without which no party can exist ag a
reasonably solid political entity capable of maintaining its
iine whichever turn events take. The party becomes a party
only when it evolves, in line with its programmeg,\&n effective
strategy based on an appraisal of the current pelitical situation,
giving "explicit answers to the 'vexed problems&' of our times"ﬁ
and indicating effective ways of fighting fo® specific goals.

In step with the maturing of politica¥’and ideological pre-
requisites, the parties of the three countries specified their
programmes, carried them forward and{perfected them, coming
closer and closer to a precigé Marxist-Leninist definition of

current objectives and long-fange Hasks. In Benin, Ali Houdou

points out, the situationgprevented the revolutbnaries from
working out truly scientific /ddocuments at once; they had to
overcome the ldeological obscurantism which reactionaries cul-
tivated among the illiter&%e masses. The tasks formulated ori-
ginally were not class #tasks but national ones, set with a

view to consolidating Independence and sovereignty. In 1976,
however, the First BRPB Congress adopted a 1l0-point minimum
programme calling,for stage-by-stage development aimed at build-
ing a soclalist (goeiety. The Ethiopian revolutionaries' initial
programme, publdghed in 1976, was national democratic although
it declared sogialism to be the guiding principle of the revolu-

tion. Many&ef the tasks set in it were accomplished, according

4 oM., vol. 17, p. 280.




to Wondwogsen Hailu, #@nd others were incorporated in the party's

first programme drafted on the strength of a Marxist-Lehfinist
analysis of the state of society and with due regard *‘c

he
history of the country, the international .st:i.’t’.ua't:i.oag nd the
p

ten-year experience of revolutionary change and ap ved by the
Founding Congress of the WPE in 1984. v
Leniniam stresses the need to "study not much what they

(the parties—Ed.) say about themselves as &r deeds, the way
in which they go about solving various po&cal problems, and

their behaviour in matters affecting th %al interests of the
various classes of society——lanilords pitalists, peasants,

: thnswers say, it was parti-
cularly important to go ovek m from adopting progressive

guidelines and general pri@pl' 0 their application, to

workers, etc."5 In +this 1i

"master" scientific ssoiid D Moners om ranks and base one's
activity on it. In the &m& concerned, two interconnected
tasks have to be carried out; party building and the formation
of strong mass organisat .

How are the three*’xguard parties being built? The

answers bring out a er characteristic common to them. In

Benin, the Congo a
principles
Leninist/of par1§ ilding tested by the communist movement,

thiopia alike, the parties apply the
above all demo ¢ centralism, a constant effort for the pro-
per formatio 'N the membership and the ideological schooling

of the part dre, recognition of the importance of maintaining

5 L/
ey VOl. 49" pb {'jﬂ
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day-by-day bilateral links betweon the party and the masges,
study of the people's requirements, and encouragement aof

their production effort and political activity. All three
parties get up branches on a locality or place of wotrk basis.
Their formation has in the main been completed at the level of
higher and middle echelons: Central Committees,,their Political
Bureaus and Secretariats, diverse commissions ‘Wmder the GC,

and regional and district committees. As for party branches

in factories and offices, in rural and urban communities,

they have been functioning for a fairly lofig time as far as the
CPL is concerned. In Ethiopia work is continuing on their
formation, the bagis being the COPWE{EEructures already there.
In Benin the party has not ygt sucdéeeded in constituting
branches everywhere accordifg) to_ $the Rules.

The working people'syvanguard parties admit to their ranks
workeré, peasants, servicemen, intellectuals on an individual
basii?gn the principle of careful selection of applicantsy.
Exploiters are barred froffwbhem. The party leaderships consider
that while the presentgocial composition of the population
makes it hard to ensureé.that most party members are of proletar-—
ian origin, they mugt®Strive for this none the less. Workers
are given preference” in both admitting applicants to the party
and promoting them¥to leading posts. In the CPL, they now add
up to approximé@fely one quarter of the membership, whioh means
that their shame greatly exceeds the share of the working class
in the ecomomically active population. Nearly 20 per cent of

the delegates to the First WPE Congress were workers while
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three years earlier workers accounted for a mere 2.9 pexy,cent
of the COPWE membership.

The answers to the journal's questions speak of a certain
concern about the fact that the parties include few peasants,
that is, members of the numerically strongest class in African
countries. They attribute this primarily to the low standards
of literacy and general culture in rural areas. As for members
of the professions and office employees, th@yparties make
particularly high demands on those of them who seek admission
to their ranks. In 1981, a plenary meetimng ¢f the PRPB CC
discussed the criteria to be applied in admitting civil
servants and other administrative pergbnnel to the party. At
the same time, the meeting téok a, stand against a preconceived
approach to the reinforcemént of party ranks, oonsidering'
that parties, especially ruling,ones, must build up their
numerical strength to be abléyto influence various spheres
of public life more effectively. This need is also felt by the
WPE.

The Congolese Part¥ of Labour, Kouka-Kampo says, is

against increasing its mumerical strength through bringing in
people who have notebfen properly tested. It is careful to keep
self-seekers out of the party and to expel those who have
managed to worm(themselves in. The CPIL is certain that it is
strengthening,¥tsgelf by constantly getting rid of alien
elements. Thishexplains why the party only had about 9,000 mem-
bers as of4l984, or one in every 100 inhabitants. The answers

indicate/that the three vanguard parties see their chief tack
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in becoming what Lenin described as a "mass party uncluttered
by alien elements".6

The existence of a private-property environment ‘and the
pressure of a petty-bourgeois psychology and imperimlist ideolo-
gy make ldeological education in the party a most exacting
task. The purpose of this work is to help all members assimi-
late the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism and,analyse African
realities and problems of their own countriés from a Marxist
position, and to ensure that the programmg tasks of the
revolution are well understood by partysmembers.

Every member of a vanguard garty/isscalled upon not only
to champion the ideas of the peyolution but to set an example
in labour, in his private lifig, andin his approach to public
affairs. It is his duty, thd Beninese comrades stress, to
pﬁt state interests abovghhis ewn, to be modest and devoted,
and to refrain from taking advantage of his membership of the
ruling party for selfish ends. Shaping these moral qualities
is part of ideological educdtion.

The forms and pattern of this work vary according to the
degree of maturity aetdedned by the party, to the party's ma-
terial possibilitigs.and the existence of competent cadres.
In Brazzaville, & central party school has been funectioning
under the CC CPL for two decades; it now has branehes in all
nine provinces of the country. The PRPB has a national eentre

for the revelutionary education of cadre members. Special

§ Ibid., Vol. 42, p. 360,
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classes are offered to those preparing to join the party., The
Yekatit-66 political school, opened in Ethiopia on the dnitiative
of the PMAC, has already trained several thousand parfy workers.
There is a plan for transforming it into an institutie "of social
sciences under the CC WPE. "Discussion forums® en current prob-
lems of the revolution are held on a regular bagis at the level
of party branches.

Links with the masses are the main prereguisite for carry-
ing out the role of the party as the people's ideological and
political vanguard. The trade unions andmoerganisations of youth,
women, peasants and others, whose activwity is guided by the
party, serve to strengthen these linksi In Ethiepia and the
Congo, they now encompass thgoverwhelming majority of the
economically active population amd are successfully building

a new life., In Benin, Ali Houdeow,says, the efficiency of youth

and women's leagues still falls short of exigencies in some
cases and the party is makingya special effort to remedy the
situation. However, there'glso exist many distinctive forms of
organising the masses, sSuch as committees for the defence of
the revolution and remelutionary action groups. Their function
is to mobilise people, in work places and residential neighbeur=-
hoods for specifig, pelitical campaigns and to heighten vigilance
against the intrigues of internal and external enemies,

The mass{me&dia are gperating under the leadership of the
ruling yanguard parties. Steps are being taken to expand them and
improve thedir work. But the answers to the jeurnal's questions

indicatd what the low standard of literacy, the shortage of
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skilled technical and managerial personnel, and the ignorance
and incompefence of many echelons of the administrative appara=-
tus~-a legacy of the past--~demand of every member of what is
still a small vanguard in socialist~oriented Africanscéuntries
every effort in ideological and organising work.

Thousands.of party activists are sent from the€ capitals
to distant provinces. In Ethiopia they have been leading the cam-
paign for tbe massive resettlement of rural imhabitants of arid
areas on new lands, the cultivation of these Yands, and the
elimination of the food crisis. As the WRE Sees it, the situation
is under control now, even though much has yet to be done, for
millions of people are still suffering From the famine. The &PL
has political commissars, CC mémbershwho are responsible for
diverse regions of the countoy)and meintain permanent tiecs bet~
ween the centre and the pemiphery."Besides, a short time ago,
all the bureau members of regional party committees were made
full-time officisls to ensure that they devoted themselves enti-
rely to explaining and impl&menting the party line,

Building up the statey working out the ideological principles
of important legislativesdocuments, and participating in the
formation of representative bodies constitute a further concern
of every ruling party. The parties!' leading role is enshrined in
the Constitutionsof the Congo and Benin. They offer the people
electoral listg @e compiled as to ensure to the maximum that the
diverse section® of the working population, administrative
districts,and’ ethnic groups are represeanted on democratic prin-~

ciples and by competent perseons. In September 1985, a plenary
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meeting of the WPE CC announced the formation of a constitutional
commission'entrusted with drafting the fundamental law ofs the
future People's Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

Africa's socialist-oriented countries are faced With dif-
ficult social and economic tasks. They are compelléd™to muster
all their resources in order to end. their age-long/lag, and
this inevitably demands sacrifices from the population. At the
same time there is an urgent need to raise livipg standards and
set up health services, an educational systéemy, and so on, Econ-
omic policy is understandably the centrepiege of party work.

The drawing up and implementation of lopg—~term development proge
rammes gnd the removal of bottleheckssaxe everyday concerns of
the revolutionary vanguards.

Activists of the newly-found®d African parties do their
best to act on Lenin's following“$hesis: "A vanguard performs
its task as vanguard only Wwhent i% is able to avoid being isolat-
ed from the masses of the people it leads and is able really
to lead the whole mass forward.”7 Most of those in Africa who
proudly call themselves ‘professional revolutionaries®, Kouka-
Kampo stresses, are intellectuals, but they must appreciate the
interests of the culturally backward mass of the people, take
account of the actyal®level of their political consciousness
and work to raise i¥. Otherwise the party's slogans will bring
no response andqits organising and educational effort will bear

no fruit. Thisyils why the Third CPL Congress (1979) gave so much

T Ibide, Wol. 33, p. 227.
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attention to a serious reorientation of all party work to rural
and urban neighbourhoods, or places where ordinary people Yive.

Reliance on the masses, taking their interests andM&spira-
tions into account, and a constant effort to foster, $heir social
consciousness and raise the level of their organis&®dion were
important factors for the parties' success in coping with the
political crises that broke out at various stage® and in repele
ling attacks from imperialism and domestic counter-revoluition-
aries. In Benin, where coups were an ording®y occurrence under
neocolonial regimes, a progressive orient&fdpn has guaranteed
stability for more than a decade now, all difficulties notwith~
standing. In January 1977, the feoplemef that country beat off
an armed attack by imperialist mercenaries. The Ethiopian revolu-
tionaries, having defeated @btemptis 8t political destabilisa-
tion, have been doing all 4An thei®ypower to solve on a fair
basis ethnic problems idhéritéd“from the past. The sound forces
of the CPL, led by Denis Sassou-Nguesso, won the upper hand in
the fight against those whopWanted to divert the country from
its consistently revoluidgnary road in 1977, following the
death of Marien Ngouab¥,/ founder of the party, at the hands of
terrorists.

The bonds of frfendship and cooperation with the interna~
tional communist hevement, primarily with the parties leading
the constructi6m of a new life in the countries of victorious
socialism, the ,answers underline, play a unique role in the
ideolegicald, and political formation of the vanguard pariies.

These relatlions are developing in the mest diverse spheres,
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including ideological cooperation, the coordination of politi-
cal actions, the exchange of experience of party building a@md
economic management, and the training of personnel. Rec@procal
visits and the study of political writings enable Afr§@an re-
volutionaries to assimilate the experience of sociadkist cecnstruc-
tion and to grasp its general objective laws in of@er to apply
them in their distinctive conditions. In the opinion of the
PRPB, the experience of the communist and workers' parties of
the world helps the party in its effort to develop into a
strong and influential organisation that can .be used as a power-
ful weapon by the young proletariat and_other working people
of Benin, who have resolutely sedy,out_onva path leading to far-
reaching social changes.

Theoretical colloquiumsgheldeyointly by the CPL and CPSU

have become a useful traditien, Keuka-Kampo says. A fifth meet-

ing of this kind took plgaee in Braizaville in 1985, It=s theme
was the theory and practice of the socialist orientation in
Africa, and the indefensibhility of bourgeois and reformist con-~
cepts of socio~economic development. The colloquium offered an
oppertunity to exchangeéswviews on major problems of national com-
struction in the developing countries which have opted for a
socialist orientations

The vanguard ‘parties base their foreign pelicy on the
principles of amti-imperialist solidarity, proletarian interna-
tionalism andfsupport for the general democratic struggle the

world over ,aZainst the war menace. In carrying on ideological

work, they ‘d@re striving to inculcate these ideas in people's
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minds, to encourage them to actively defend the revolution
and contribute to the progressive policy of their countries by
their labour. They promote bilateral and multilateral .fies with
communist and workers' parties. At various internatidnal forums,
including the UN, delegates of Benin, the Congo and™Bthiopia
invariably back resolutions in favour of peace, f@/Support of
embattled peoples under imperialist attack.

Africa's revolutionaries link problems ofithe fight for
peace with current problems of their continent, whose peoples
are hit by poverty, illiteracy, the presstife,of transnationals,

and imperialist plots. The WPE, Wondwossen Hailu notes, tells

the population through the mediamahd in firect contacts with it
that resistance to acts of agg®ession on the part of the reac-
tionary Somalian regime and gio hdstile moves on the part of
domestic separatists, whochawve d®agged the country into a
sanguinary war, is the réad to peace for all the peoples of

the African Horn. Like the peoples of the Congo and Benin, the
Ethiopian people suppdrt ﬁheir brothers in South Africa and
Namibia; they hold Washington responsible for the South African
tragedy.

The vanguard parties of Africa warmly support the peace
initiatives of the Sowiet Union and other socialist countries.
Their documents undérline the significance of these initiatives
from the point%ef view of the interests of developing countries
and the natioﬂ;l liberation movement as a whole. As they see it,
the arms rgCeis increasing the war danger and leading.to an

unprecedented waste of humanity's material resources. They
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insist on returning the world to the beneficial climate of
detente and on spending part of the funds that would be re=
leased as a result of disarmament on aid for countries gwhere

millions die of hunger or disease every year.

X X X

The exchange of views and information on vamious activie~
ties of the working people's vanguard parties fwthe three
African countries has shown that, along with@uodeniable distinc~
tions in their formation and development, fhete are certain
common characteristics and trends. Thesegparties differ from
the revolutionary democratic parties whiieh were founded in some
African countries shortly before or immediately after they had

won independence.8

These digfinctioms consist, first and
foremost, in their adopting(8Cienii¥ic socialism as their ideol~
ogical and political platfemm, gmcluding recognition of the
hegemony of the working classhnd general democratic approach
has given way to a class apprpach; petty~-bourgeois utopianism

in theory and loose organig@tion in practice are rejected.

This class approach is 4186 taken internationally; in pursuing a
policy of non-alignment, Bt state level, the vanguard parties

identify themselvesgith the anti-imperialist and national liber-

8

Some of thése parties came forward as initiators of ime
portant changes In the working people's interests, announced
their rupture With capitalism, and even proclaimed socialist
goals. Alongsdd® the Congolese PRM party mentioned earlier,
they includgdathe Convention People's Party of Ghana led by
Kwame Nkrumah, the Sudanese Union of Mali led by Modibo Keita,
and the Démocratic Party of Guinea led by Sekou Toure. However,
being unable to pass the test of time, these parties withdrew
g{&ssgg?ggES?om the political scene, if in dissimilar circum=-
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ation forces and show a resolve to make common cause with all
the champions of progressive ideas who reject the exploifas
tion of man by man and capitalist domination.

Both the existence of interparty ties and many dimherent
characteristics draw the vanguard parties closer to Marxist-
Leninist parties; these factors are scientific elaboration
of strategy and tactics, the application of Lenifist principles
in party building and in work among the masfes, a permanent
search for ways of increasing the party's leading role in every
sphere of national life, and close allianééfwith world socialism.
However, the newly-founded parties still\lack revolutionary
experience, as the answers received by “%he journal make clear;
they are short of competent cal@Dés and will yet have to do much
in order to strengthen theirflinks™with the masses.

The participants in the “exchamge of views point out that
backwardness, an objectife legaey of the past which cannot be
removed overnight, is a serious’ handicap slowing down progress
in party building and work “among the masses. Of cource, the
nature of this or that party is not conditioned directly by
the socio-economic devgkepment 1level of the country concerned.
Whether or not a party is really a working class party does EBE
depend, according teo lenin, "solely upon a membership of
workers but also apen the men tﬁat lead it, and the content of
its actions and™1%s political tactics".9 Experience has shown
that in the conditions of non~capitalist development the

formation of/& vanguard party can begin before the national

9 v Lenin, Collected Works, Vel.3l,pp. 257=258.
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proletariat becomes the leading class of society. The party's
purposive and scientifically sound activity and its solQ\alli-
ance with thg international working class and the cou es

of victorious socialism can make up at a definite s ?for

the weakness of the domestic proletariat and open up the

prospect of social progress. v

It is this line that the working people! &gu&rd parties
of Benin, the Congo and Ethiopia intend to l& « The road
from proclaiming or even adopting a socia orientation to

laying the material, technical, ideologi »/ political and cul~

tural groundwork for the new social sy is long and arduous.
A modern working class is emer as onomic and social
changes are carried out; its& s sciousness and social

L/
leverage are increasing and@s'& utionary vanguard is gain-
&
ing in meturity and effici yv
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