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Tlıe question arises: Iiow did it come that a policy for
r€dical clıange prevailed and the forrıation of workiı:g people l s
van8uard parties was made possible in countrİes with extremely
baclnvard economies, social structures in which seml-patriarchal
peasants ancl the urban petty bourgeoisie made up the oveıwhe].rn-

irıg majority, and a populğtion at a }ow level of literacy and
politlcal coıısciousness? Secondly, how did 1t happen that
progres§ cane to be represented by young arıny officers who

adopted. the iiieology of the proJ.etaıiat and declared their
resolve to rely on a enall working class stil1 far from being
pol1ticall}r mature?

The objective need to form polltical vanguarcls in ne wJ.y-

free countrj.eg was shown as far back as 1969, by the Moscow In-
teıııati<ıııal Meeting oi Coınmunlst and YJorkersı Partles. The

Mala Document of the Meeting şaid that the so}ution of theşe
countries' ur8ent problems of overcoming economlc backwardnesg
and ıaisirıg the standard of livlng ılinvolves İar-reachlr€ eo_

cio-econon,ıio ohanges, the irnpleınentation of deınocıatic agraıi.an
reforrns in the tnteregts of the working pea§antı.y anti wlth its
partlcipation, the abolition of outdated ieudal and prefeudal
ıelations, liquiclation of oppression by f,oretgn monopolies,
radiqaI derıocratlgation of social and poJ.itica] life arıd the
state apparatus, regeneratj_on of nationa]. cültuıe and the iieve,
lopment of its progresslve tıaditlons, the strengthening of
revolutionary parties and the found ing of such parties whe re the

1do not yet e:ii§t rl . (Our emphasis. --Ed. )

1 Inteıııat iona1 IvIe eting of communist
Moscoı,/ ]. 969 Prague, 1969, p.28.

and l'iorkeşs ı partie
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As rega:ıcis the progressive role of young officers in
African countrj.es many of them belong to the edueated group

who§e nombers are, ıınlike tlıe bureaucracy, in daj.§ contact
with the arııy rank and file--men of worklng class or peasant

origjJı--and aıe therefore keenly aware of the people's rea1

problenıs. This brings to mind ],eninls idea that lf the intelli-
gentsia dreı,ı cloşer to the people, it could ııgive quitç con6i-
derable sections of the petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry
just ı.ıhat they lack-}ııowledge , progIalnme, guidance, and orga-
nisati.oni?.2 Tor their part, the experience and example of
the countrie§ of existi4g socialism served as a vast §ourğe of
liııowledge vıhich deterrni_rıed, the political cholce of patriotic
mllltary nen in Benin, the Congo anii Ethlopie.

As a logica1 seque1 to their ideologlcal choİce, young

progressj.ve leaders realised the need to forrn vanguaıd Dartj.e§
that ıvould guarantee the pursui.t of a revolutionary policy anii

educate and organise the people in builcllng a new llfe. The

foundj_ng of the CPI.ı was anythiııg but a spontaneoug, Iet alone
a voluntarist act, Kouka-Kampg notes; it was a resporure to an

objective and pressj-ng need for social development. The rise
of the PRP3 was, in Alj. Hodou's opinion, a result of the ııaturiııg
of objective and subjectj.ve interna]. conditions for the peoplets
struggle against neocolonlalism, as ıvell as of the iml9ct of
the experience and example of existing sociallsm. The lack of
an organised vanguard, Wondwossen Hailu stresses , complicat ed

V.I. Lenin, Col}ected lTor]rs Vol. §, p.215.
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the clevelopment of the Ethiopian revolution frorn the veıy
first d.ay, and it was logical, therefore, that the PI\IAC lealle:ı-
ship ancl spolcesmen of lıIaıxlst-Iıeninist groups resolved to found
a single ıyorkers' party.

Speaking to the Seconci Al]--Rus§ia Congress of Comınunist

Organisationş of the Peoples of the Eest on Novembeı 22, i.:girg,

lenjı said: '|In this :ıespect you are confronteii wtth a task
which has not previously confroüted the C omrnunist s of the world:
re lyirıg upon the general. theory and p:ıactice of comrnunism,
you must adapt yourselves to specj-fic conditions such q§ aıo not
exj.st in the European countries; you must be able to apply
that theory and practice to conditions in whlch the bulk of
the population are peasants, and ln which the task is to wage

a struggle against medieval survlva]_§ and not agalnst oapita1-
igm. ''3

Thlş funclamental thesis of L,,enin ı s helps the working
peoplel § vanguaıd parties to correctly combine the geneıal and
the partlcular in their activity. Their 1eaders have repeatedly
stregsed, the answers state, that they perceive Marxigrn-Iıeninism
as the only international doctrine applicable to any socj.ety,
including African soeietj_es. In workirıg out programme docurnents,
the parties see the possibilities and peculiarities of develop-
ment of the socia1 paocess in the region, and take aceount of
the age-long soçial and econornic backwa::dne ss and low level olpoltt ic1l, çoqsclousne§s ('

/ Or !ne]-r peop]es. These peculiarities condition the nation-
al liberation, nationa].democratic, and socialist stages of
the revolut j.<ın.

3 rbid., Vol. ]6, p. 161.
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[he revolutionaries of Ethiopia, the Congo and Benin took

an important step towaraıs forming vanguard partj"es by approving
pTograıırne documents wlthout whj-ch no party can exist as a

reasonably §olid political entity capable of rnaj_ntatning its
llııe whichever turrı events take. The party beconıes a party

onJ-y Trhğn lt ovolves, in line with its prograrnme, an effectlve
strategy başed on an appraisal of the current politlcal situation,
gi.virıg l'explicit ansıı/ers to the 'vexed problems ı of our times''İ
and indicatlng effective ways of fighting for specific goals.

Jn step with the maturing of political and icleo]_ogica1 pre-

requi§ite§, the parties of the three countries specifiad their
prograırrnes, carried them forward and perfectecl them, coming

closer ancl aloser to a precise l,,tlarxist-I.eniJıi.st definition of

euırent objectives and long-range tasks. In Beniı., Ali Houciou

poİnt§ out, the situatj-on prevented, the Tevoluticrıarie s from

working out truly scientific clocuments at once; they }rad to
overcorne tlıe ideologica]- obscuranti§m which reactionaries cul-
tİvated anıong the illiterate masses. The tasks formulated ori-
ğirıa 11;, were not class tasks but national ones, set with a

view to conso]-iĞating independence and soverei5nty. rn 1975,

however, tlıe First ?RPB Congress adoptecl a lO-point ıninimuın

prograınriıe calling f o:ı stage-by-stage ctevelopment aimed at build_
1ng a socia]ist society. The Ethiopian revolutiorrarie s ' initial
prograıüne, pı-,ıb}ished i-rı l-976, was national deınocıatic although
it (leçlared socialisrn to be the guiding principle of the revolu-
tion. IJan;ı of the tasks set in it vıere accomplished, acoording

A. rbid., Vo1. 17, p. 2BO.
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to W o.nd]vo s s_e n ğailu, and others were incorporated in the paTtyls
first prograınrıe drafted on the strength of a Maıxist-leninist
analysi§ of the state of society and with tlue regarcl to the

histor; of the country, the international situation, ancl the

ten-year oxperience of revolutlonary change and approved by the

Fountling Congress of the lı{PE in 1984.

].,eninism stresses the need to t'study not so much what they
(the partles--E.) say about themselves as their &9§ğ, the way

in which thoy go about solving various political problems, and

their !_ehav:Lour in matters affecting the vita1 j:rterests of the

various cla§ses of soc iety--landlords, capitalists, 9easants,
c

workers, etc.'|/ In this Iight, the answers say, it was parti-
cularıJ-y important to go over promptly from adoptiııg progresslve
gui.delines and general principles to their appllcation, to
|lma§ter;ı scipntlf ic soc j-alisın in one'g own ranks and base one ı s

activity on it. In the countrles concerııed, two intereonııected
tasks have to be carried out: party building and the foı.rnatlon

of strong rnass organisations.
How are the three vanguard parties being built? The

angwers briııg out a furtheıı characteristic common to them. Iıı
Benin, the_Congo and Ethiopia alike, the parties apply theprinciples
Leninist/of party buiJ-tting testect by the coınmunist rnovement,

above all clerııocratic centralisnı, a conştant effort for the pro-
per forrnation of the ınembership and the ideological schooling
of the party'cadre, recognltion of the 1ınportance of ma tnt aining

5 Ibi.d., lo1.'9, o, r,j"
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ciay-?oy-day bilateral ]-inks betwe:n the party and the masses,
study of the peopleıs requirements. and encouragement of
their pı.oducti-on effort and politica]- activity. A11 three
parties set up branches on a locality or place of yrork basi_s.
Their formation has j-n the main been coınpleted at the 1evel of
higher and micldle echelons: Central Committees, their Political
Bureaus and Şecretariats, diverse commi_ssions under the CC,

and regional and district committees. A§ for party branches
in factorie§ and offices, in rura1 and urban communj_ties,

they have been functioning for a fairly long tiıne as far as the
cpl is concerned. In Ethiopia work is c ont inuing on their
formation, tlıe basis being the copwE structures al]peacly there.
rn Benin tiıe party has not yet succeeded in constituting
branches everyıvhere according to the Rules.

The worlring peopJ-eıs vanguard part j-es adrnit to thelr ranks
workers, peasants, servicemen, intellectuals on an individual

and
basis7'on tire principle of careful selection of applicants.
Exploiters are barred fıom them. The party leaderships consiaıer
that whlle the present social conıposition of the population
makes it hard to ensure that most party ınemberg are of proletar-
ian origin, they ınust strive for this none the less. workerş
a::e glven preference in both adrnitting applicants to the party
and prorıoting them to leading posts. In the cpl, they now actd
up to approxiroately one quarteıı of the rnembership, whioh means
that their share greatly exceeds the share of the worki-ng claso
İn the econonıically activo population. Nearly 20 per cent of
the delegates to the First WPE con8ress were workers while
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10.

three years earlier" workers accounted for a mere 2.9 per cent
of the 0OPl[r6 membership.

The answers to the journalıs questions speak of a certalıı
concern about the fact that the parties include few peasants,
that is, rıeııbers of the nuınerj-cally strongest class jn African
countries. They attribute this priınarily to the 1ow gtandards
of literacy and genera1 culture in rura1 areas. As for memberş

of the profossions and office employees, the pariies ınake

particularli, high deınands on those of tham who seek admlssion
to their ranks. In 1981, a plerıary rneeting of the PRPB CC

discussed tlıe criteria to be applieal in admltting civ1l
servants and other ad.ministrat ive persorııe1 to the party. At
the samo time, the meeting took a stanci agalnst a preoonceived
approach to the reinforcement of party ranks, considering
that partios, especially ruling ones, ınust build up their
numerlcal strength to be able to influence various spheres
of public life more effectively. This need l-s also felt by the
IIPE.

Tho Cong.olose Party of T,abour, Kouka-Ka mDo says, is
a6ai-rıst increasing its numerical strength through bıingirıg iı
peop}e ı,ıho have not been properly teşted. rt İs careful to keep
self-seekers out of the party and to expe1 those who have
managed to worm themselves in. The C?L is certain that it is
stııengthening i.tself by constantly getting rj.cl of allen
elementg. This explains why the party only had about IrOOO mem-
bers as of 1984, or one in every 1OO i.nhabitants. The aııguJer§
indicate tlıat tlıe three vanguartı parties see their chief ta§k
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11.

in becoııing ıvhat lıenin described as a |tmagg paıty uneluttered
bY alien elorıent sıı . 

6

The sxi§tence of a private-property envlronınent and the
pTes§ure of a petty-bourgeois psychology and İmperialist ideolo-
gy malıe ideological education ln the party a most exacting
taşk. The purpose of this work is to help all ınembers agsimj.-

late the fundamentals of Marxisın-lenlnism antl ana§oe African
rea}ities and problemş of their own countries fTom a i{arxi§t
position, and to ensure that the lrTograınme tasks of the

ıevolution are we].1 undelstood by party ınemberg.

EveTy nember of a vanguard party is called upon ıot only
to ehampion the tdeas of the revolution but to get an exarnple

İn labour, j:ı his prİ.vatg lj.fe, and in his approach to public
affalıs. It iş his duty, the 8enine.se conrades gtreşs, to
put stato intorests above his own, to be modegt arıd devoted,
and to refrain fıom taking aclvantage. of his rnembership of the
ruling party for selflsh encls. §haplııg these moral gualtties
to part of, ideologioa]- education.

Tlıo forms and pattern of this work v63y aocoıdlng to the
iİegroe of n,ıaturity attained by the party, to the partyıs ına-

terial possibilities and the existence of competent cadreş.
In 3ıazzaville, a central paıty school has been functtoniııg
under the CC CPI., for two decacleş; it now haş bıanches in a]l
nine provinces of the country. the pR}B has a nationaI centre
for the ıovolutionary educatJ,on of cadre ınembers. §pecial

t) Ibid., Yo)-. {2, p, 360.
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classes are offered to those preparing to join the party. The

Yekatlt-66 political school, opened in ithiopie on the initiatlve
of the PMAC, has alread.y trained severa]- thousand party rıorkeıs.

There is a plan for transforıning it into en tnstitute of social
sciences under tbe CC WPE. "Discussion iorumsll on current prob-

lerns of the revolution are held on a regular başis at the Ieve1

of party branche s .

Iıinks with the ınasses are the main pıerequlsite for carry-
1ng out the role of the party as the people's tdeological and

political vanguard.. The trade unions and organJ.sations of youth,

wonen, peasants and others, whose actlvity is guided by the

party, serve to strengthen these ].inks. In Ethiopia and the

Congo, they now encornpass the overwhelrning ınajorİty of the

econoınical}y active populatioh and. are successfully buİIding

a new life. Jn Benin, A}i Houdou says, the efficiency of youth

and wonenı s leagues st11]- falls şhort of eılgencles 1n some

cases gnd. the party ls making a speciaI eifort to reııedy the

sltuation. However, there also exist many dlstinctive f orms of

organising the rıasses, such as comrntttees for the defence of

the revolutİon antl revolutionary action groups. Their function
ts to ınobi}ise people in work plaees and resid.ential neighbaur_

hoods for,speciiic polttical caınpaigns and to heighten vigilance
agalnst the intrigues oi internal and exteına1 enemies.

The nıa§s rnetiia are operattng under the }eadership of the

rullng vanguard psrties. steps are being taken to expand theıı and,

improve their work. But the answers to the journal! s questions

tndicate that the ]. oıry standard of Jiteracy, the shortage of

,t.
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sktlled technica1 and rnanagerial personneı, anaı the ignorance
end incompetence of many echelons of the atimlniştrative appara-
tus_-a legacy of the past--d.emand. of every ınernber of what is
stiIl a srnall vanguaril in s oc iallst- orient ed African countries
every eifort in id,eological and organising work.

Thousands of party activists are sent lroın the capitals
to dlstant provlnces. In Ethiopia they have been leading t}ıe cem-
paign for tbe ınagslve resettlernent of rural lnhabitants of arid
areas on new lend.s, the cultivation of these Iands, and the
elimtneti.on of the food. cıisis. As the l4ıPE sees it, the sttuation
is und,er control now, even tİougtı ınuch has yet to be done, for
ınilltons of people are stilI suffering from the famine. The cp1,

has politicel coınınissars, CC ınerıbers who are responslble for
diverse reglons of the country and maintain perınanent ties bet-
ween the centre and the periphery. Besldes, e short tirne ago,
ell the bureau ııeınbers of regional party coıınittees were made

full-tlne officials to ensure that they d.evoted themselves entt-
rely to explaining and lınpleınenting the party Iine.

Building up the state, worklng out the 1deo1o5ica1 prlnclples
of iınportant legislative documents, and participating in the
forınatioa oi representetive bodies constitute a further concern
of every ruling party. The partiesı leading ıole is enshrined i,n

the Constttutions of the Con6o and. Benin. They offer the people
electoral llsts so coınpiled as to ensure to the naximum that tL,e

d,iverse sections of the working population, administrative
d.istricts, and ethnlc groups are represented. on dernocratic prln-
cipJ.es and by competent peIsons. In September 1965, a plenary
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14.

meeting of the wpE cc announceaı the f orrnatlon of e constitutional
comrnisslon entrusted with drafttng the fund.emental law of the
future Peoplets Democratic Republi,c of Ethiopia.

Arrica ls soc ialist-orie nt ed countries are faeed. with dif-
ficult social and economic tasks. They aTe conpelled to ııuster
all thetr ]ıesouTces ln order to end.. their age_long lag, and.

thiş inevltably demands sacrifices from the populatlon. At the
same t l_me theıe is an urgent need to ıaise llving standards and
set up health services, an educatİonal systeıı, and so on. Econ-
oınİc pollcy ls understandably the centrepiece of party work.
The drawing up and lınplenentgtion of 1ong-teıın clevelopr,ıent prog-
rarnnes end, the reınoval of bott}enecks are eve:ıyday concerns of
the revolutionary vanguards.

Acttvists of the newly-founded Afriean perties do thelr
best to act on ].ıenin?s following thesis: |lA vanguard performs
its tesk as vanguard only when it ts able to avotd being isolat-
ed from the masses of the people it ]-eads and is able really
to.lead the who}e ınass f onvard. "7 Most of those 1n Africa who

proı]dly cal1 themselves ttprofessional revolut lonarte sll , [o_!ıka-
kaınpo stresges, are lntellectuaIs, but they ııust appreciete the
interests of the culturally backward. ınas§ of the people, take
account of the actual 1evel of their political consclousness
gnd woık to rgise it. Otheıııi§e the partyl s slogans wiI1 brtng
no response and its organising aniı educatlona1 eıfort wi]-} beaı
no f rul,t. this is why the Third. CPT.ı Congress (1979) gave so ııuch

7 Ibid., Vol. 3], p, 227.
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ettentlon to a sertous reorientation of a1)- party work to rural
and urban neighbourhoods, or places where ortiinary people live.

Rellance on the mas§es, taktng their i.nterests and asptra-
tİons into account, and a constant effort to logter their social
consclousness and, ratse the level of their organİsation ııgere

lmportant lactors for the parties t success in coptng with the
polltical crises that broke out at various stages and in ıepe].-

liag attacks iroın impertallsm and doınestic c ount er-revolut lon-
arl-es. In Benin, where coups were an ordinary occurrenco under

neocolonial regi.ııes, a progresslve orientation has guaranteed

stablltty for ınore than a decade now, aIl tllfflculttes notııith-
8tandln6. In January 1977, the people of that country beat off
6n arned attack by i-mperlalist ınercenaries. the Ethiopian revolu-
ttonaries, havlng d.efeated attempts at polittcal ciestabllisa-
tiory have been doing all in thelr power to solve on a fair
basts ethnic problems lnbertted fronı the past. The sounal lorccs
of the CPIı, Ied by Denls Sassou-Nguesso, won the upper hanct in
the fight against those who wanted to dlvert the country from

its consistently revolutionery road tn 1977, followtng the

death ol lılarlen Ngouabt, f ound.er of the partyı at the hancts of
t errorist s .

The bond.s of friendshlp and cooperatton with the interna-
ttona} comınunist moveııent ı prinartly wlth the partieş 1eadln6

the constructlon of a new 1ife in the countries of vlctorious
socialism, the answers underline, play a unique role in the

1deological and polittca1 f oıııation of the vanguaıd parties.
These relattons are deve).oping in the nogt diverse sl]heIes,
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16.

inc).ucling ideologica1 cooperation, the coorclinatlon of politt-
caI sctlon§, the exchange of experience ol party butltllng ancl

econoınic rnanagement, and the training of personne1. Rectprocal

vislts and. the study of politica1 writings enable .A,frican re-
volutionaries to assimilate the experience of soctalist construc-

tion and to grasp tts generaI objecttve lgws in orcier to apply

then in their iiistinctive conditions. In the opinion of the

PRPB, the experience of the communi§t and workelsı parties of

the world helps the party in its effort to cievelop into a

strong ancl influential organisation that can be useal as a poweT-

ful weapon by the young pıoletariat and other woıking people

of 3enin, who have resolutely set out on a path leatling to far-
reechlng soctal changes.

Theoretical colloquiuıns he}d jointly by the CPL and CPŞU

have becone a useful tradttion, K o uka-Kamp o says. A fifth ıne e t-
tng of this kind took plece ln Brazzaville ia 1965. Its theıne

was the theoıy and practice of the şociallst orlentation in
Airlca, anai the tnclefens ibllity of bourgeois and ref orınist con-

cepts of socio-economic d.evelopment. The co11oquluıı offered an

opportunlty to eıchange vlews on mejor prob}ems of national coır-

structlon in the developing countries which have opted. for a

socısııst orientation
Tha vanguard. paıties base their foreign pollcy on the

princtples of ant i-iııpeTia]-lst solidartty, pro}etarlan interna-
tlonaltsm end suppoıt for the general deınocratic struggle the

worlil over ağalnst the war nenace. tn carrying on ideo).ogtcal

work, they aıe striving to tnculcate these tileas tn peopleı s
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minds, to encourage them to actively defend the revo]_ution
and contribute to the progressıve policy of thetr countrtes by
their 1abour. They promote bilateral and ınu}tilateral ties with
coınmunıst and, workersl parties. At various international forums,
includlng the UN, delegates of Benin, the Congo and Ethiopia
invariably back ııesolutiong in favour of peace, tn support of
embattled peoples under iınperialist attack.

Airicals revolutionaıies ]_lnk problems of the itght for
peace with current problems of their contlnent, whose peoples
are htt by poverty, illiteracy, the pressure of transnationals,
and, iııperial_ist plots. The Y,JPE, \ı,rondwossen Hai-].u notes, tel}s
the populatlon through the media and 1n direct contacts with it
thst resistance to acts of aggression on the part of tbe reac-
tionary Soınalian regiııe and. to hostlle ııove§ on the part of
donestic separatists, who have dragged the country into a

sanguinary war, ls the road to peace for a1]. the peoples of
the African Horn. ].,ike the peoples of the Congo and Benin, the
Ethiopian people support their brothers in South Afıica and

Namlbia; they hold ı/{ashington responsible for the South African
tTggedy.

The vanguard perties of Afıica waıınly suppoıt the peace

inttiatives of the sovlet union and other socialtst countries.
Their ilocuınents und.erline the signifloance of these initiativeş
from the point of view of the interests of d,eveloping countries
and the nationaI liberation moveınent as a whole. As they see it,
the arrıs race is increasi.ng the war danger and leading to an

unprecedented waste of huııanlty's material resources. They
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insist on retuıning the world. to the beneficial climate of
detente and on speniling part of the fund.s that would be re_
Ieased as a result of disaımament on aid for countries rrhere

millions d.ie of hunger or disease every yeaT.

x x x

The exchange of views and inforınatton on various actİvi-
ties of the working peopleı s vanguard paTties of the three
African countıies has shown that, along with undenlable dtsttnc-
tlons in thetr formation and developınent, there are certein
c onınon characteristlcs and trencls. These parties dtffer from

the revo}utionary democratic paıties whlch were founded, in sone

Afrl,can countries shortly before or imrnediately after they had
o

won inciependence." These digtinctlons consist, ftrst and

foreınost, in their adopting scientific socialism as their ideol_
ogica1 and polttica1 platforın, inc).ud.lng recognition of the

hegemony ol the working class. A general deınocratİc appxoach

has glven way to a class approach; petty-bourgeots utopianism
ln theory and 10ose organisation in pıactice are rejected..
This class approach ts also taken interna tionally; in pursuing a

pollcy of non_alignment at state ]evelı the vanguard parties
ldentlfy themselves wlth the ant i-imperialİst and na'uional liber-

8 Soİu o} th""" parties caıne forward, as initiators of iıı_
portant changes in the working people's inteıests, announced
their rupture with capitaIism, and even proc)-aiıned ı:ocialist
goals. Alongstde the Congolese PRM party mentioned earlier,
they includ,ed the Convention Peoplels Party of Ghana led by
I(wame Nkrumah, the Sudanese Union of Mali led by Mociibo l(eita,
and the Democratic Party of Guinea ted. by Sekou Toure. However,
bein6 uneble to pass the test of time, these parties ıvithdrew
e{üşşEgı{en§roın the political scene, if in ctissirnilar circıım-
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ation forces and show a resolve to make coınmon cau§e wi,ih all
the champlons of progressive id.eas who reject the exiıloita-
tion of ınan by man and capitalist domination.

Both the existence of interparty ties and. many inherent
chaıactertstlcs draw the vanguard. ça rties closer to Maıxist-
leninist parties; these factors are scj.entİfic e].aboratton
of strategy and tactics, the app}lcation of Leninist princip]-eş
in party bui).cting and in work among the ınasses, a pematıent
search for ways of inereasing the party| s Ieaillng role in every
sphere of nattonaI )-ife, and close alliance with world. socialtşrn.
However, the newly-founded paıties stil1 tack revolutionary
expeIlence, a§ the answers receivecl by the journal ınake cJ.ear;
they are şhort of competent cadres and w111 yet have .to do much

in order to stıengthen thelr ]-in]çs with the masses.

The participents in the exchange of vlews potnt out .L}ıat

backıgard,ness, an objective legacy of the past which canno.t be

removed overnight, is g serious handicap slowing d.own progress
tn party building and work aınong the masses. Of course, 'uhe

nature of this or that party 1s not condİtioned direc.bly by

the socio_econoııic development level of the countıy concerned.
Whether or not e party is really a workilq _elass party Coes not
depenci, accordtng to Lenin, ''"o]:}_y_ upon : meııb__ershlp of
*9*_:"" but also upon the men that lead_ tt_, and. the content of
tts._acttons and lts poIitica1 tacttcs''.9 Ekperlence has shown

that in the cond.itions of non_capita}ist developınent tbe
f orrıation of a vanguard party can begin before the netiona1

9 V.I. Lenin, Collected !V orks Vol.31rpp. 25'|-258.
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proİetarlat becomes the leading class of society. The partyı s

purposive and sclentifically sound activity antt its solld a}li-
ance with the internationa1 working class and the countries
of vtctorious socialism can rnake up at a tlefintte stage for
the ıreakness of the d.omestic proletariat anil open up the
prospect of social progres§.

It ls thiş ]_lne that the working peopJ_els vanguard paTties
of Benin, the Congo and Ethiopia intend to folIow. The road

iron proclalmJ.ng or even adoptlng a socialist ortentation to
leytng the ınateria1, techni.ca1, ideologica)., polittca1 and cu1-

tural groundııork for the new social systeıı is long and erduous.

A modern working c].ass is energing as econonic and. sociaI
chenges are carried, out; lts class consctousness and social
leverage aıe increasing and j.t s' revolut j.onary vanguard. is galn_

1ng in ııaturlty and efficieqcy.
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