
l{ed Jan 27 1988

VORE 10-880l27DR_3 9

SEVENTY YEARS OF ERBEDOM OF CONSCIENCE

Anniversary of the Decree o6f the t_ Lhe Cognc_i l ot' People' s
Yuss]-an _8 e.j P rat]. on

3

Commissars (Ministers )/On the Separation
from the Ştate and of the school fron

of the church
the church

The current changeg in Soviet society concern algo
milIions of believers who rıelcome perestroika and want to

help reforn the Soviet Union. Today, 70 years after the

Decree, is the day to remember ı,ıhat Lenin said of the

freedom of conscience.
The idea was first advanced by revolutionary

bourgeoisie and ad,vocated as an inalienable right of people

to freedon of religious belief. Fundamenta-lly differinE! from

this postulate, Lenin's Decree introduces Marxist
understanding .of the freedom of conscience ag a dialectic
unity of the freedon to believe and to popularise atheistic
views.

Theİe principles were incorporated in the Decree on the
Freedom of Conscience, Church and Religioug Communities
(later renaned the Decree on the Separation of the Church

fron the State and of the School from the Church). It was

passed on January 2O (February 2}, 1918, the third nonth

after the october Revolution.
The Decree did not ain to destroy or ban the church and

religion, a9 our opponenta claim. It created legal ,

organisationa.l and material conditions in society ııhere each

citizen cou],d choose betçıeen religion and atheisn.
The Decree nul]-ified all legal obstacles to practicing

reIigion. Local government bodies were to create conditions
for a free profession of religious rites, if this did not
violate public order and was not accoııpanied by

infringerıentg on the rights of other citizens and the state.
It ended the division of religions into ruling,
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tolerated and persecuted. They all becane equal private
organisations formed voluntarily and financed by believers,
Though the Decree proclaiııed the possessions of churches and

religious societies nationa]- property, it stated that
religious premises and property would be given over to the

church for free use.
Democracy and respect for the feelings of beli-evers

were important elements of the Decree, It provided for a

possibility to give a believer another work that çıould not

contradict his belief (this concerned even service in the

arny). Instead of arny. service, the Doukhobors, Menonites,

I.tolokans and members of some other religious sects were

asgigned other jobs, and during hostilities formed into

special g|roups providing gervices in the hinterland and to

the front.
The hunanitarian and denocratic spirit of the Decree

was welconed by both believers and non-believers,
Bonch-Bruyevich wrote that they supported the long-needed

Decree, thus thııarting the counter-revo lut ionary acts by the

c],ergy.
The Decree's provision that separated the school from

the church cauged an outcry in the Russian Orthodox Chureh

and other religious organisations, They accused the Soviet
government of interfering in that part of hunan soul and

Christian consciousness that cannoL be state- regulated , They

inspired numerous col].ective appeals by believers who

denanded that bans on religious instruction at school be

lifted.
The governnent patiently explained to the people that

state, public and private general schools were freed from

the influence of religion, At the same tine, the Decree

allowed private religious ingtruction at specialised

schools; parents theıoselves can teach their children

religionorinvitemembersofthechurchforthepurpose"
In short, the Decree catered to the interests of bot,h

beIieversandatheists,andcreatedamajorconditionfor
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the noral and political unity of the people in the work for
"paradise on Earth", rıhich Lenin thought was more important
than "the unity of vierıs of the working people about
paradise in heaven".

Lenin knerı that horıever inportant in itself, a Decree
would hinge on it not "hanging in the air" but being
inplenented. A Section for the Implementation of
the Decree on the Separation of the Church fron the State r.ag

therefore set up at the People's Coımissariat of Justice of
the RSFSR, headed by P.Krasikov, a proninent bolshevik. It ııas
the prototype for future state bodies called upon to verify
the implenentation of the leEislation on freedom of conscience
and to provide constitutional guarantees thereof. It should be
mentioned that even then the Section, a]ong çıith
explanatory work among the mass of believers and the clergy,
had to combat the striving of some Party and government

officials to solve rel igious issueg through adninistrative
pressure instead of persuasion and education, supposing that
the rougher the attack against religious superstitiona, the
quicker they would be done away with.

Our 7O-year history proves that the Party and the State,
ğuided by Lenin's principles, pursued, on the whoJ"e, a correct
policy towards religion, the church and believers, preserving
the unity of citizens ııith both naterialist and reliEious
outlooks. Both believers and non-believers took an active part
in the upbuilding of socialism, the defence of its
acconplishnentg in the civil war and in the fight against the
interventionists, in the Great Patriotic War of l941-1945
against the fascist invaders, and in the post-war reviva-l . It
can be stated with confidence that today believers and
religious organisations in the country support perestroika.
They approach its long-term goals and first steps
and guccesg as care for improved livinE standards, for the
maintenance of peace, and for the consolidation of the
pı:inciples of social fairness and public noraIe.

Naturally, it would be wrong to overlook losses.

3Wed Jan 27 l9aa
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Such negative phenonena of the 1930s as the personality

cult, violations of the legislation, arbitrary rule and

repression have also influenced the policy toçıards religion,
the church and the believers. Voluntarisn, adninistrative
commandg, bans and ].imitations ıüere supported and justified,
It resulted in the unfounded closinğ of prayer preınises on a
oass scale, arbitrariness towardg the clergy, and disregard
for the legitirnate rights of be]-ievers and their religious
sentiments, which can onIy be recalled with bitterness now,

There ııas a gap between bhe real religious situation, and the
glossing over of truth about it in the years of atagnation,

The po]-icy of rejrıvenating all spheres of society,
adopted in April 1985, calls for perusing the Decree again
with due account taken of the concrete historical 9ituation in
which it was adopted. The Decree was then, above all, a tool
for cleaning society of the feuda l -bourgeo i s linitations of
t,he freedom of conecience, when the church was in the State's
bondalle, while Russian citizens were in the State Church's
bondage, and secondly, it provided the basis for the

realisation of the denocratic potentiaI of the

Marxist-Leninist principle of the freedon of conscience in the

future, in the course of progress of socialiso,
History had ao willed that the first tagk was fulfilled

at the stage of socialist developnent led by Lenin,
Fulfilnent of the second one, however, has been put off for
nany decades. It is only now, when a new political, moral

and psychological situation has taken shape in the country,
that real conditions are being created for fulfilling it, In

the conditions of broader democracy, people speak ever more

cfearly of problens of the functioning of the church in
socialist society, and a number of "road-blocks" are being

elininated on the road of ensuring all citizens real freedoü

of conscience. The religious organisations are taking an

appreciably more active part in the strııggle for peace, in

the movement for preserving the hi,storical and cultural
heritage, and the forms of cooperat,ion wit,h the public
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organisationa in thi8 country and with progressive movement8

abroad are being invested ııith a new content. This hag a

favourable influence on the attitude to the world of both

believers and non-believers, and helps theın overcome mutual

ııatchfulnees and prejudices. Nevertheless, the practice of
exerciging the principles and provisions of the Decree and

the standards based on it is yet to be perfected in nany

respects. This is particularly true of local ııorkers, Some

of theıı are opposed to the new, expatiating upon the

inadmissibility of "concessions" to the church. others, not
knoıing how to correctly buiLd relations with believers, are
awaiting directives from above--on how to act in each

particular inetance and go in for red tape in naking
decisions on simple questions. This giveg grounds for
beIievers' complaints to Moscow. Last year alone, for
exampI-e, the Council For Religious Affairs received ııore

than 3r00O conplaints. Decision-naking on questions of
registering the religioug aocieties in Lvov, Ternopol ,

Grodno, Kulyab, Perm and Leningrad Regions and in a nunber

of districts of the Moldavian SSR has dragged on for many

years. The long-standing prohibition syndrone has also
proved enduring: the nosque in Arkalyk, Kazakh SSR, is still
under lock, despite the tegiLinate protests of believers, In

Arkhangelsk and Sverdlovsk regions, Lhere is a ban inposed

on ringing the bells (sic). In Krasnodar Territory,
obstacles are being raised to constructing and repairing
religious bui].dings.

Spiritııal life on the basis of a world outlook
different from ourg takes it6 own course. It is inpossible
either to e]-ininate this eourse by a fiat, or to nerge it
ideologically *ıith oura. What is possible and necessary,
however, is to unite the efforts and aspirations of people

irır humanitarian, moral and spiritual values, for peace, to

our conmon benefit. It is possible and necessary to ensure

this unity, even if we, al} of us, have to study as though

anew. The aame purpose should be served by iııprovements in
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legisIation on religious affairs and a new interpretation by

philosophers and jurists of the principle of freedom of
conscience in present-day conditions. Here we have sonethinğ
to learn from the fraternal socialist countries, too.

At a recent ıneeting with religious leaders from abroad,
the folloııing question rras put to me: can the believer live
and fee]- better under socialisn thgn in the developed
capitalist countries today? I answered in the affirınative,
saying this:

The essence of changes taking place in this country
lies in naking man, irrespective of his attitude to
religion, a naster in his Fatherland. The purpose of this ie
to reveal everything that is tbe very best in hin, seeing to
it that his thoughts and deeds are in conplete harmony with
his conscienee.

( Izvestia January 26 . Abridged. )
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The leaders of the newly-forned extrenist organization
"Raabt-i-alam-i-islani" in Pakistan, which has come to include

several menbers of the Pakistani ParIiament, have announced

their intention at a presa conference in Islanabad to carry

out actions against Soviet repregentatives throughout the

ııorld. They have announced the foroation of a so-called "World

Jihad Council" ııhich wil1 iınnediately attend to the said

terrorist activities.
What hag led to the eınergence of that openly terrorist

organization? The point is that the more obvioua the contourg

of a political gettlenent in Afghanistan, the nore fierce

attacksarebeinglevelledatitbythosewhoovertheyears
of the undeclared rıar have groıın used to buildinğ their

çıell-being and şho have sought to capitalize, both politically

and financially, on the Afğhan people's sufferinğ, So today

they are virtually enraged by each new succesa of the po)-icy

of national reconciligtion ııhich is pursued by the Afghan

leadership and ııhich encounters aupport among. the Afğhans

tired of the fratricid.al war, including those who have for

different reasons found thenselves outside their native

country.
As revealed by the recent visit of the President of

Afghanistan,Dr.Najibullah,toIndia,Vietnamandl(ampuchea,
the course of the Afghan €lovernnent at restoring peace in

the country enjoys growing support with the international
public. There has been a positive response in the world,

too, to the political decision by the Soviet Union on the

withdraııaI of its limited ıniIitary contingent from

Afghanistan withiry strictly specified terns if, for their

own part1 the US and its Western allies pledge to stop their

6p_oı__Jer,__ry__§_Lg

WHO CONNIVES AT TERRORI STS

Veniamin Shurygin
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arms deliveries to the anti-government forces and other
forms of interference in the affairs of Afghanistan. It is
thus becoming increasingly obvious that, given good ı,riII on

the part of the parties concerned and in the Iight of the
latesL realities in the region, there are solid
opportunities for an inmediate political settIement of the
problems involving Afghaniatan.

Despite this, however, and probably exactly because of
this, a fierce canpaign has been unIeaahed recently over the
Afghan problenn in a nunber of western capitals. By noıı that
canpaign has acquired a truly indecent character, to the point
of acts of hooliganism and prowocations against Sowiet
diplonats and other representatives . An unseemly contribution
to this anti-Soviet propaganda fuss hag been made by soıe
high-ranking l{estern statesnen. With its lavish aid promises
the West strongly encoura!ıea the extrenist leaders of the
counter-revoluti onar iee who won't settle for anything but a

capitulation of the Afghan governnent and their own

"victorious ride into kabul on a ııhite horse".
The format,ion of "Raabt-i-alam-i-isIani" is yet another

manifestation of the anti-Soviet campaign by the enenies of
political settlement in Afghanistan. Everyone must realize the
serious danger posed by its activities. At its supreme forun,
the United Nations, the international community has strongly
condemned terrorisn, so those who are conniving at it are
beırring heavy responsibi]-ity for the potentiaJ-' consequencea.

(Pravda, January 3 . 1n full. )

6tls!__Jg-!_ aa 1!q8
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BEI,IEVERS AND Po].,,ITIcs

François Houtart
canon, professor,

Louvain Catholİc [Jniversity, Belgiun

Itrıııs chant ing psal-rns ancl Communists marching together

amorıg thousancls of clemonstıators for peace surpTise no one in
Belgium tociay. But we still remernber the time when anythiııg Iike
this was jııconceivable. Durilt8 the coltl war year§, the word ltpeaoeii

vras urıacceptable j-ıı the Chıİstian politica1 vocabulary; it
could onlir be used ln the strictly religious sense. Vlews equat-

iDg lıpeaceli with '' anti-patriot isrn'ı were iınposed on public opinion.
poople were told that they must ııdefend tbemselves against the

Eagtlı, and the drive to sign the Stockholm Appeal and otber

initiatives of the worltl peace counc11 ıvere interpreted 1n such

a way as io prornpt as nany people as possible to identify
champions of peace with Comrounİsts. Given the anti_communist

§sterla of those years, wlth marly Christians believİııg that
Marrxist was close to devilry, these attitudes were aimed at
tliscredltiııg the peace rnovement and rnade j_rıvolvement of non-

This is another feature on the dialogue and cooperation bet-
ween Christians and iiia:xists ( see V{]ılR ı §o . 3, 19B5) , contributed
by a vıe ll-bıown expert in the sociology of religj_on, author of
over 29 monographs on believergı participation in civic affairs.
The Rev. 11outart, adviser to the §econd yati.can council (1962-
1965), is a prominent 3elgian peace activist and director of
the [ricontinental centre which studies liberation ınovement s
iİ AfricarAsj.a and latln America.
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c orlıİııunisi § in it extreınely d1fficult if not jlopossib}e. Action f or

peace y/as seen as treachery and arı.y pacif ist, as an "ageılt of

Moscowll .

After Worlcl War IIı powerful quarters of the Christian
c omıııunİty adoptetl the Atlantic c8use, Playin€ on the sentlments

Proatuceaı by westerrı Europeıs lİberation by tbe A].lies, notably by

the .ıımericans, and fomenting fears of communigm.

It took many years, the iııpact of objectj.ve reality and

un§werving efforts by the more progre ssive and sober catholic§
( 1ncludiJıg those ıvho worked in the pax christi movementl and on

the peace and Justice commission), to gradual§ begin to ovelcorıe

6nt i-c onrnunist stereotypeı,. Natural.ly, that waa a very 9alnfu1

9roce§s. Vİhen 1 organised youth marche s agaİ:ıst nuclear weapons

togetheı with the communists jJı the 195Osı a large part of the

Christiqn communİty regaıdecl ıny behaviour as scandalous. TodaJr

I am gratlfled to say that the attitude to oooperatlon with tbe

c oınınunist s has changed substantial}y.

New types of christian particlpation iu socio-political
af,fgirs bave ernerged. chıistlans have begu,n to turn more often

to the burning problems of social justlce, peaöe and development,

and their action has grown bigger and more vigoroua, specifically,
ıvittuln feıninist and envirorunentalist roovements, urban improveınent

group§, cooperatives and other o:ıganisations.

1 sponsored by French and German catholics after the war
and officially recognJ.sed by the catholic church, the pax

Christi movement holds intiependent views on g number of issues.
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1he arııs race, the stockpiling <ıf ıruclear /reapons, the

cripplj.ng j.ncreaşe of unproCuctive expend,itures. the al.ignment

of Bel8ian foreign policy with that of the gnited states and,

f ,i,rally, the d eployınent of Us mediurn-rarrge missiles on Belgian
soil--all this has alarmed çh:ıistians and proınpted them to teke

specific inj.tiatives for peace.

obviously, the poJ-itical control exercised by the ruling
ğhristj.an partie§ (the ctrp and the pSC),2 as we1l as the

ideological conditionjıg concerning the !ı imba1ance of forces
between the two military blocsı' and the tıaggres§ive intentj_ons

of the enernyıl have not contributed to the fuo]-ution of Christian
opin,i61 towards a more pronounceci anti_rnilitaıi§t position.

The Chıistiaıı world is heterogeneous anal contradictory. opinion
poJ.ls indicate a certain corıırection--f or example, between j:rvolve-

ment in ecclesiastical affaj_rs and a more favourable view of

weapon§ deployrnent j_rı the iyest, a corınection that eviiiently
Teflects the social status of those surveyed.

iiJeverthele s§ , the peace ınoveınent has exlended in recent
years, especi8l]-y in the Flernish part of the country. Tt bas

tlrawn together peop}e of d.ifferent philosophj.cal, politica1 and

religious views. youth participation ln it is ııassive. 1ts
basis for the analysis oi 1nternational issues anil for the ohoice

of comnıon politica1 options has rema,ined rather vague, although
one rnust admit that given the current ideologica1 situation,

2 The Flernish and wa1Ioon Christian social parties.--Ed.
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this was rvhat helped the movement to acquire its nass character.
gtherwise it would have been irnpossible to find believers, social-
ists, gommunists, environınentalists--pe ople repre sent ing widely
clifferent components of the politica1 spectrum-rıarchi-ılg togethe:ı

in anti-nissj-le denıonstrations (50rOoo participants iı 1979ı

2001000 in 1983 and 4oo,ooo in 1984).

Indignation over the decision of the y/ilfried Martens
goveırıment to begin the iieployınent of Us missiles 1n Florennes
has unj.ted currents whose positions on other domestic and

foreign policy issues ( including sonıe aspects of the probleli of
war and peace) are diametrically opposed. This, of course, is
no effective basis for the e stablishment of a new uniteci politica1

part icipate
orgarrisation. Chıistlans / in the Belgian Union for
the Defence of Peace, the vrede (,,peace''1 ııovenent iıı Flanaler§,
the concoı,dı p€ace and pevelopılent group that strives to highlight
tbe conııection linhirıg the arrns race, economic unclerdevelopınent

and the crisis, the VAI{A (Flemish 1ction Committee Against Atomic
weapons) aad the CNAPD (Naiiorıal Action conmittee for Peace and
pevelopment) pactfiat associations as well as in other organisa-
tions suc}r as Reucontre (Encounter).

ılhe role chrlstiens play in the VAIQ\ and gNApD pilura]_ist
ınoveınent s is particularly sigDıficant because it denonstrates
suc}ı salient featuıes as ınass involveınent, orıentatıon on specı-
flc goals and the impact of ınotives that are more ethj.cel than
strictly political. There ls no d.oubt that such movements
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çontribute to the erosion of the gstsblished catholtc aoc1o-

golitica]. philosop§ with its iciea of class col1aboratlon,

although they are too heterogeneous to pose a nerv arıd tangible

alterrıative to 1t. Still, these rcvements he19 to create a

cli.ııate free frorn the strict rigidlty of traditional Catholic
organisations anal open th6 way to new ideas and new types of

pıactica1 action.

Natura]ly, the ıonceı:n felt by cbrtstians over the problems

of, todayı s vıoılal features diJferent levels of awareness anai

of political opjııion and, consequently, ciifferent forıns of social
activİty on the part of believers. trtirst, natıy c8thollcs respond

with revulsion to the systeın of, nuclear weaDoıu, per ae, a
reaction rooted ia the view of the value of, 1lfe inhe:ıent in
tbe chrj.stian fgith. I tbink that thls approach ııakes it pos-

sib].e to mob1-lige broed masses of, chrİstiaDs to tbe struggle

for peace_-even those uıho se politi,cal conşciougnea§ j.s Iow. Their
reaponse to the nucleaı threat is rather of en emotional

ııatuTe. It stems froın the Christian postulate tbat life 1s a
ğacred gİİt of ıresus chri§t and that İts preservatlon is the

central iınperative of huınanity, especlallş in ıelation to the

poor and the oppıessed.

second, theıe are those whoşe approach to peace, seculity
anal progrees is nore ana§tical. But this analysis, too, is
above a11 ethical. These catholics belleve lt simply lıTno§.el

to spenci astıonomical sums on armament s while so mqy countrles
aıe afflictetl wlth economic undeıdeveloprnent and thousands of
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people die of hungeı: and diseases. çuicted by this social ethi<;,

they often conderın both those who instigage the arms race and

those on whoıı it is forced. This l_s where one frequently encoun-

ters regrettable oversiınplif ications such as the opposition of

tbe Tıest to the East, the notions of ııequal responsibility

of t]ıe two superpowersıı and the like.
]ıinally, there are also chıistians who are already t ıııning

to a class analysis, a social arıalysis of the contradictions of

our age. They understancı the connection between the cıeteriorating

interııatj-oıral situation and the course pursued by the imperia1-

ist powers ıvho, by the very 1ogic of capitalist development,

are iateresteci in the arms race and force the socialist
countries to bear thls burcien too.

In other words, the philosophy of the christians who

become. involved in the strugg}e for peace is based on diJfefent
ınagg6 s

precepts. stil1, these aiiffelences did not prevent the / - oİ

believers froın joinlng other sections of the public in opposi-

tion to the guroınissi.les, from voicing thelr refusal to
accept the fatallstic idea of aa inevltable nuclear corıflict.

tbİs iş a new development; earlier, iıdividual Chrlstians tıid

take part j.n anti-lvar movements, but such ınassive İnvolvenent of

cqtholics when hunclre iis of thousands are marohlrıg i:ı derıonstra-

tions has neveı been ı,,ıitnesged beİore.
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tJarğ- believers who have joined tho ;ıeace ınoveınent admit
that the dai§ contacts they have established l,ı pacifist. anti-
imperialist and other pluralist organisations ar{8raaually dis,-
sipatlrrg tlıeir eıstwhile anti-c omrnunist pre j ualice.

fnfluential C}ıristian and secular guarters do tı5r-and some-
times it pays off-to presen* Maııxism a§ an e ssentia]-ly ag8res-
sive doctrine. This ls what uıderlies the telk of the ttrıenace frorjı
the Paglı' and the "5oviet th.reatıı, as well as norusadestı against
the ııevil emp.i.rgıı. To ne, a]-1 these concepts aıe thorough\r falle-
oious. TheJ, 6i"rort both the meani }.g of ıualxisn and historj.cal
reellty.

Iı{alxisn has not only influenced the development of sooial
and economic thought but a]-so emerged aş a veITr inportant ele,ent
of buınan accompllshment that c aİr no 1orıger be ignored. ,elievers
and. non-believers use Marxist analysis as the key to the clisco-
veıy and understanding of social reelities.-not only in the realm
of pure theory. The Mqı,xir1 approach also implies a personıs indi-
vidual attitude to the coiıtradlctions of capitalist society and
the struggle of the oppressed classeş.

some christj.ans see the ideas of Ma]rx and. gngels ğ§ a means
of froeing their ovın thinkr-8 from the burden of social structures
that run counter to the ldeas of equality, love anci brotherhood.
lıhis eaables them to contribute to the revolutj.onery str,,ggle and
to take part jn the building of a new society.

of course, the polıticai- concepts of gome churches are in
open conflict with Maı=ism. poI €xaınple, this is reflected in the
rejection of the class struggle as sonething that i.s opposed jır
princ iple to christian views. Aocordirrg to the advocates of this
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position, only cJ-ass collaboration ca.n J.ead to what is ca]-led a

ıı corrı.rion vıealıı. This is what is behind the t,supraclasstı slogans
of chıiştian peınocratic and siınilar parties.

c ond enniı]€ the ıı class stnıggleıı and invokirıg chri.stian prin-
ciples, 'ühese people commit a profound error. Flrst, we are dea1-

ing not with relations that are not interpersorıal but concern large
social gIoups as they are involvecı in production anaı uııth a1l the
politica1 and socia1 concomitants of theşe relations--in other
word§1 wlth objective reality and not some iadj.vidual hurnan inten-
tions. second, if arıything deserves to be condemned, İt is the prac-
tices of the rullng c].agses and not the struggle of the exploited
for emancipation. vi.ewed from this angle, the concept of the class
struggle is by no means incompatlble with the prlnciple of nlove
t§ neiglıbourrı; on the contrary, it irnplie s suppression of those
socia1 relatjons that result in inequality.

Jt took the Catholic church centuries to acquit Ga]i}eo.
pven in the 195os, in the age of space flight, some partici.pants
in the second vatican council opposed this. still, one of the
nain city square§ of 1ouvain-la-Nueve, the site of the famous

çatholic univeıslty, is now named after the great astronomes.
r expect tlıat lt wi]-l take a long tiıne for another square .in g
Belgian city to be naıned after Kar] [,Iarx. Nevertheless, eome

christians are already serious§ contemplating the legitimacy of
Marxj.st social analysj-s and lts compatibility wİth the çhristian
faitlr, It would be wrong to explain this merely as a tactic of
certatn religious groups clesigned to ensure their survival jı. the
new conditions.
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Marxisrn is by no means a conieınplative philoscıph$ı but a

social- force striving to transform society in the interests
of the oppressed, of the working class. The classes that rule
bourgeois society feel threatened by Marxism" And, brandishirıg
the l|Red perilll bugbear. they want to safeguard their privile-
ges, their position, the capttalist regime as such--not to
ılprotect the Christian faith froro the Communistsl'. They lie when

they try to pass off their own ideology as the embodiment of
llOhrtstian values'l.

One must ailııit that throughout hı.ırıan history, religious
organtsations and instttutions have identified. ınostly with the

ruling classes and been used by the latter as an ideologlcal
anal even rnaterial means of consoliclating their doınination.

Tod.ay, concepts sti1l exist whose aclherents zealous§ advocate

a moxe or 1ess refoımed, so-called. liberal (that is, cepitalist)
society. Some members of the church hterarchy ınay cı.iticise
capİtalİsm sometiııes, and even quite harshly--but only its con-

sequences, not its structure. The political id.eal they propose

ls an lıi.rnprovedıı capitalist socl-ety. the critici.sıı they

engage 1n is not a fundamental critique of the system, of the

kind. eıpounded by Ma::xists. Still, sizable nrırıbers of

Chrlstians are adopting a class analysls and criticise capitalism
raciically.

And despite certain negative experiences in the application
of Marxism, clespi.te the fact that the leaders of the norı tlefunct

PoI Pot regime in Kampuchea fraualulently assumecl its name, many
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believers no longer think that Marxism is necessaril-y unaccept_

able. I personally am convinced that Marxism i.s incompetible

witb militery expansionism. After a11, any unbiased, realistic
ob§erver can see that the socia].ist wor]ti needs peace to build,
to develop its prod.uctlve forces and its social system. The

peoples of these countries d.o not ııant war to be imposed on

them.

The unprecedented acerbity of the social probleıns stern-

rning fTom econornic dişlocation, unemployrnent, unclerd.evelop_

rıent and frorn hunger that persists in whole countries and re-
gions leacls many clergymen and, siınply honest Catholics to join

the search for ırays to transforrn society on a more jrrst and

humane basis. In Belgium, the Christtans for Socia].ism movement

is one example bearing this out. Christians on al1 continents

are increaslngly concernecl over the issues of t}ıe libeıation
struggle in Asia, Africa and Latln America. Tlıere, the struggle

bas alread.y entered a new stageı the objective ts not onJ-y poli-
tical but also economic ind,epend.ence, ag rre1l as self-aleteIıni-

nation of the people, 'ithe people|l deiine<i prtınarily as the

loıyer, oppressed classes; in other ıvoıdg, the objective is so-

cial. This is what we gee tn Nicaragua, in El Salvailor and in
tbe PhiJ.ippines.

Revolutionary movements cannot be eıpJ.ained by the lnflu-
ence of soıne external factors. Their roots should be tracecl to

the objectively existing class systeıı of econoınlc and politlcal
oppression, as ıreIl as to an obvious rise in the leveI of

socia1 enii, eventually, c)-ass conseiousnese. A libeıation move-
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ment is unthinkabie lri-lhout this betıis " The woridÇ s progressi,ıe

quarters should be gratified that there are countries which

alisplay international so].id.arity with the newly free peoples

and extend economic and other assistance to them in the

struggle against count er-revo]-ution and reaction.
The position and the mora1 choice of Christians have

always been ınad.e nrore d.ifficult by the fact that the political
regimes which suppress these popular rnovements for social eman-

cipation and. nationaI liberation officially designate themselves

as Christian (the way it was in Portugal under Salazar and

Caetano) and by the pressures comin6 from the Catholic elite
al].ied with the authoTities (the way it is in several Central

American countries). Besides, swayed by reactionary propaganda

that exaggerates isolated historical facts and hampers a coT-

Tect analysis of the existing contradictions, some believers fear

that 'ıif power passes to the revolutionaries, this would mean

tbe victory. of comrnunisrn and the end of religionl'. llhese views

ale very hard to overcone.

Despite all these difficulties, however, Christians are

actlve in 1iberation moveınents in Igtin America, Southern Africa
and the Phi3.ippines. Please note that I refer to the massive

alignment of Christians with forces that are guidecl by Ma:=ist

ideas and. aclvocate politica1 transformations of a socialist
type, not to any cöntribut1.on of officia1 Christtan moverneats

or organisations. Chrlstlans joİn these ınovements of thei, olrn

personal accord., ıııithout sacrificing their religious feelings or

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



12.

convictions. This is why soıne of thenİ see themselves as both

christians and Marxists.

These processes manifest themselves on two planes. On tha

practical plane, we are dealing with a tangible contribı-rtioıi

to the struggle for liberation and for building a new ].ife,

with the willing assumption of certain politica1 obligattons;

Nicaragua 1s one example" On the theoretica]-, icleological plane,

we are witnessing the eınergence of what is called the lıtheolog1,

of liberation"" This is no longer a purely speculative theology

seeking to explain reality by the great precepts of the Gospel

but, conversely, an approach to reality interpreting the Chris-

ttan faith anrl the Gospel froın the viewpoint of tbe expeıience

jointly accumulated by the oppressed. As a result, proponents

of the tttheology of liberation'ı are not only reappralsing the

Catholic social etbics. People involved in the socia1 struggle

interpıet the 1ife and cteath of Jesus Christ 1n a disttnctive
way: they holtl that salvation and the Millenniıııı wil1 be

brought about by the work of man End not by cllvine wi1]. at the

end of tlme. Consequently, participatlon of Christians in libere-
tion novements is esseırtial and does not contraclict the precepts

of their faith.
The conservative quarters that have always regardeti the

clergy as theil supporters are gravely alaııned by these deve-

1opments and see them as a great threat to tbeir social hege-

ınony. Hence the critlcism of |tprJ.ests who medd]"e in polltics'l ,

their exile, aırests, to3ture and assassinations. Suffice it to

rece11 the fate of Monsignor Romero, the archbishop of §an

Salvador who defended the oppressed. anal was assassinated by

right-wingers .
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I personally know priests who serve on the revolu,iionary
government of Nicaragua or cooperate with tt. My conclusion is
that they are anything but power-hungry, It is sirnply that after
45 years of the dictatorship and given the scarcity of intellec,.
tuals and experts, the popular goverrıment cherishes eveTy person

who can be relied on in the efforts to rehabilitate and rebuild

the country. That is vıhy, accepting the Sandinist Frontls offe::

of important posts, Miguel dtEscoto and the Cerctenal brothers3

hait every reason to expect understanaling from the l{oly See and the

Pope who uses every opportunity to urge assistance to peoples

afflicted by poverty, illiteracy and economic underdevelopment.

Horıever, when, during his visit to Nicaragua, he faced Father

Ernesto Cartienal in front of television cameras the Pope refused

to proffer hts hand, in a gesture of discouragement anil dis-

approval of the respected national poet ancl clergyrnan.

This threrv into bold relief the contradiction that runs

deep in the Catholic Church. Accortling to statements rnade by

the Pope, the church ictent j-fies with the cause of the poor;

j-n actua]. fact, it condemns priests who are serving the people

and helping them to overcome poverty. But the Popİ said

nothing to rebuke those high-ranking monsignors at the Vatican

who weıe implicated in the Banco Ambrosiano scanalal and ln
unaavourJr

other 1 - affaLıs symbolising the evi}§ of capitalism-- j ust
3 Th" R"r. Migue1 dı Escoto accepted the post of foreign

minister. the Rev. Ernesto Cardenal became Minister of Culture' lernando
and the Rev.')'"ÖÖİÖena1 , the Mtnister of Eclucat1-on.--Ed.
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as earlier, the Holy See cou}d. not bring itself to publicly
coııileınn |ıPresident " Tiso of Slovakia 1 8 ııı9 ıI of the cloth who was

an ally of Hitler. Essentially, meınbers of the propertied

classes denounce the priests and nuns in Nicaragua not for their
involvement in polltics but for allying thernselves with the op-

pressecl and because thel_r activities threaten the capitalist
systen and its reglrne of exploitation.

The issue of cooperation between Christians and Marxists in
European cleveloped. capitalist countries does have its distinctive
features. In the Thirti Worlci, social contrad.lction§ are nore

visible and it is obviously much easier to develop political
consciousness among Christians there. This promotes İnterest in
Marriist 1deas. Meanırhile, in the industrialised. |iconşuıner socie-
tiesl' the antagonisms lnherent in the capitalist system are

hiiltlen from sight by the patterns of this consumpti.on. This is
w§ heıe, fewer Christians really grasp the existing contradic-
tions. Theıe are also the cltfficulties connected with the fact
that to move in the direction of a Marxlst, class-baseal analysis
of reality means to 'lswim against the currentlı and reject the

illusory 1ogic of refoımist lıcommon weal". The vieır that it is
better to pıomote this llcommon weallı by accepting lıc]"&ss collabor-
ationıı and ignoring the actua1 class contradictions is still wide-

spread.

The struggle against the economic crisis and unemployraent,

for a shorter workweek is justly seen as representing those

burnlng socia1 issues that can and d.o unite Christians and

Marxists. The ciemarids foıınulated in thts regard. by the ıvorklng
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class movement and by certain Christian organisations are vir_
tual-ly the same. illany people are alaırned at the state of the

environment and, concerned over pollut ion_-fac tors that are

also linked with a definite econoınlc systern. Efforts are needed

to go beyoncl the purely l'environmentalll approach, to explain the

connection between the state of the environment and not only

the clevelopment leve1 of the productive forces but also the

criteria, purposes and socia1 foıııs of prociuction. The slogans

and ialeas advanced by Christians and Marxists Tegarding the

issues of migrant workers and the struggle against racial pre_

jutlice and xenophobia also have rnuch in common.

As I said, issues of peace and disarmaınent offer great

scope for cooperation. Chrj.stians increasingl_y welcome the

tdeas of a freeze of nuclear arsenals, no firet use of nuclear

ryeapons, ancl nuclear_free zones. A drive to declare entire re-
gions and. comınunlties nuclear-free has been launched in Belgium.

Florennes
fhe comrıunity council of / where cruise misst].es are to
be cieployed has also ınade such a ileclaration.

Nevertheless, one must not succumb to illusions. Many

Christians are still swayed by antl-Soviet propaganda. They

believe that the soviet union ıvants war and that the Eastern

bloc has attalned nuclear superiority. A11 thls is compountled

by the stand of high-ranking Belgian clergrrnen who, like thelr
other l[est European counterpartg, are ııucb less awere of the

ııar clanger than, say, the US bishops. The fathers of the Catho-

Iic Church in our countlTı condemn the g of nuclear weapons

but accep t possession of suc}r ıveapons for the sake of deterrence.
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At the very 1east, this is an unrealistic position: history
proves that accrımulation of arıns increases the rtsks of their
u§e. Can one really say that another Hiıoshima or Nagasaki are

now completely rulecl out ?

The arguments marshallcd. against Christian-Marxist ccopeTa-

tion by a1l those who believe ln the Soviet l|hostilityil or
tıaggresslvenesgil are rooteti more in politica1 than tn religious
consialerat ions. The Christian faith poses no obstacleş to co-

operation among peace movements.

Unfortunately, Belgian public opinion is not yet fully
aware of tbe ciange:,s of Star Wars, of the "strategic defence

initiativeıı advanced by the President of the United States.

Some people believe that this problem baş no tlirect or iııırıed ia t e

bearing on Belgtan society. Meanwhi-le, the ruling quarteTs are

considertag favourably the prospect of jotning the US research

effort in thts sphere. It is important to help people understand

that the Uniteii States proııotes the ııstrategic clefence initiative|ı
to secure military superiority anal enab]"e American capitalism
to develop new technologies at the eıpense of the taıpayers anci

U§ allies in Europe. This policy is ciesigned to bolster the

caplta].i§t system, enhance its technologlcal capabili,bies and

lorce a new and buıilensome rounci in the cievelopment of increas-
ingly sophisticateal types of weapons on the socialist countries.

No one should accept the fallacious aTgrıment that the latest
military space technology will block the dlanger of war. 0n the

contraıy, this escalation wil1 increase the threat to peace many

times over, for such iş the 1o6ic of the aııns rğce. -
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Unity of al1 champions of peace and social progress is a

vltally important task fuIl of contradictions and difficulties.
But the need is norr nore presslng than ever before, and

the effects of joint action justify the efforts teken by

each individual to overcome prejudice anci blased notions and.

to create a cliınate of mutual respect conalucive to a petient

search for acceptable şolut ions.
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