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?IDE]., cAsfRo REFT.,ECTS 0N RE].,IGION

l'ide1 la re]_ ion. c onver sac i o nes con Frei Bet,bo (Fidel and
1ic ac i one sReligion. 0 onverea t 1onB e i Betto), Oflcina de Pub

del Consejo de Estado, Havana, 1985, )82 pp.

In Latln Arnerica, with nearly half of the worldı s 'Cathol-

icsllvingthere,millionsofbelievershavejoinedtheliber-
ation struggle ln the past decades. Meanwhile, large-scale

reriovation processe§ are under way wlthln the Church, A reaiier

l_nterested in the ctıalogue between Marxists and christians neeaı

notbeexplainecİwhyprecise}yComratleFiite].Castrohascon-
tributedagreatdealtothestuilyofthero]-etherellgious
factorhastoplayinrevolutlonarytheoryandpracticetoday.

Stnce the eaıly 1970§ the Cuban leacler has been calling

for closeı cooperation of Communl-sts ıyith progressives anong

the believers anil the clergy in nany oi his speeches (for inst_

ance, İn 1971 tn Chile, 1977 in Jaınaica, 1980 in Ntcaragua).

The bo ok Fidel and Rel 1on , which appeared late in 1985

1nthebookshopsofCubaandlaterİnothercountrİesofIJatln
Amerlca and Europe, summafi§ıeii, at it were, Ttiiel Castroı s

reflections on thege problems, The book rvas rıritten by Frei

(Brother) Betto, s wel}-known 3razilian speclaltst in the

theology of liberattoor1 oo the basis of four_tiay conversatlons

wtth I'tdel Cestro.

Bettoıs book is devoted to one of th€ ınost important

problems ln T.,attn Ameıica antl ls meant primaıily for Latin

Amerlcans, But its slgniftcance, as we see it, eıceeds these

TIIE BOOK SCENE
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llmits. In thls troubled world of ours, ln ııhich the unity of

many ınillions of athetets anal bellevers forking together to

save rnankind İrom a nuclear bolocaust is far rnore important than

their disputes oveı the existence of Gocış the utteıances by the

leader of the cuban revolution reeorded in the book are most

ttrnely and reflect nevı politica1 thinking,

FidelanitReligionhasbeconeabestse].lerinT.ııtinAmer-
ica, even in such major publishing centres as Buenos Alres gnd

Mertco Clty. In Brazİl İt ran tnto 19 edittons, and the Brazilian

Writersı Union praisetl Trei Betto gs s most popular t,intellectua]_

of tlıe yealll .

]n the forervord to the mass edition put out in Havana

Armando Hart, Political Bureau Meınbeı of the Central Cornmittee,

C orımuni§t Party of Cuba, and Minlster of Culture, }ıas this to

say on ttıe aİgnlftcance of the book: ,tchristİanity and lfar5isıı,

the two maJor trends of human thought and sentiment in history,

presented by the.adversaries of the progres§ of mankİnd as tço

lıreconcilahle antipodes, find new antt unanticipated ways to

mutual understantling" (p. 'l 2) .

The book ğlveTs a brosd range of issues. Its firsi part

(,,!he chronicle of the Vİsitıt) and mo§t chapters in the seconil

part (,,Intervlewsı) gİve the reader an idea of the bistorica]_

paths treveroed by Çuba and lıatin Aınerica and of the present

day of this fra8ile ırorldı in wblch re}igion continues to

influence the thinkiı.g of mil)-ions of people, especial}y in

t!ıe developing countıi-as. The analysts of the revolutionary

processı in Cuba, blendeÖ harmoniously nith Tiile1 Castroı s stoIT

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



a

of hls life antı the shaping of his morsl coiıe; the assessınent

oftheeconoııic,pol-iticalanitsoclalsituationontheconti-
nent and of the class struggles there; the problem of foreign

debt and the neıı İnternational economic order; bourgeois derno_

cracyandthenotoriousttexportofrevo]utiontt;therelation-
shİpsoftheCubanstateandtheChurchundersocial-ism;the
roIe of the tlrebelıt clergy and religious working people in the

Iiberatİon struggle ln Latin America; the theology of ],ibera-

tion and Chrlstian grassroots c oınmunit ies--these and rna ny

other issues worrying atheists and believers alike are exarnined

tn the book İn most expressive ancİ clear t€rms,

It ls not our lntentlon to cover a1l the probleıns discus-

ged in the book, so rıe shall confine ourselves to the rnain

tdeasconcerningreligton,aboveallthe.freshelen,ıentsintro-
duced by Ficiel Castro in the approach to their study, Sorne of

the propositlons formulated by hlm during the talks vıith

!,reiBettosound.non-traiİitional,becaugetheyarebasedon
the speclfic T,atin American experience and because the Cuban

leacler regards such a socia1 phenoınenon as religion with under-

standing,ııithoutashad.eofdogrıatism,andhisattİtudetobe-
lievers is that of great respect. On the one hancl, he is guided

byT,eninrsçell-knoırnobservatlonthatllpoliticalprotestsin
religious guise are common to aI1 nations at a certain stage of

their developmenttl ,2 and on the other, he is faithful to the

Marxisttheoreticalimperative*hatany.socialquestionbeex-
amined rlwithln definite historical lirnits, and, if it ref eııs to

a particular country.ı.; account be taken of the specific fea-

tures dlsttnguishln€ that country from others in the same hi§-
2torlcal epoch". /
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Therefoıe the Öhurch, religion anil tbe revolutionar), p,-,ten-

tial of believeıs are dxarnined ma iüly lrİthin tbe span cf tiıe

1ast few decatles and İn the L,atia Amerİcaa context. 3es,J,_cles,

Iıidel Cagtro.always tlrews on the well-}mown precept c,f lıreclericlt

Engels: ıiThe history of ear§ Chriştiaatty has notable pc _'i:rt s

cf re semblance with tho modern workj.ng clas§ noovenent""4 fiıc book

shows the similarlty between the present-day struggle of the

ı,ıorking p€ople, led bY the Cornmunists, agaiıst capitali-st

exploiters and the struggle of early Chrİsttans agains,, }l.riian

oppre§sors. !ı[he worii ı Oorımunist ı 1s now nogt hated by 'ıiıe

reac tionaries, 't trldeJ- Castro observes, tlwhereas at that tiııe the

vıord ıCbristianl ı,ıas hatecl as rnUCh'' (P. f29) .

Fide1 castro elaborates on tbe thesis, whıch he f ornıılated

ı,ıay back iiuring hİs visit to Chile in 1971, that between Ievr,lu-

tionary Marxists and the progıessive segınent of the believers

and the clergy i_rı Latin America not only tactical, but a consist-

ent İtstrategic al].iance for effecting socia1 changes neodod by

our peoples" is possible and necessary (p. Z74). Aş is ]inc)gfft,

in practioaI terıns the policy of alliance§, dialogues and c,-"opera-

tion between Mal.ırİşts and christlans is pursued by the oi;nrı-,:unist

parties in Tıatin Amerioa on a fair§ 1arge scale ln pcılit-ical

ancl socio-econoınic apherös. In the formeı this is §een, ioı:

i:ıstance, fron tbe fect that believer§ ale admitted to lat j,iı

Aıııelioan communişt parties, not to mention cooper8tion r-ıf

c ommunigt anci religious organisations in the struggle f cır peace,

human rlghts and environmental protection, anci against lcca1

dictatorie1 regirnes (Chile, ?ara6uay and El Salvador). In the
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sooİo-eç,onomiç glberc, the3e operatee, for instalce, tlıe iacverıent

of Cbristlang.foI gociallsm; beltevers take part tn building a

ııew life iı Ouba anal Nicaıagua; and there is the col1ectivi_s',;

expeıience of Çhrlştian gEasoıoots oom!ıunitleş.

Iı a broailer context, the strategic alliance betııeeıı tlıe

revolutionary ioıces of latin Aınerica end the progressive parb

of the clergy, includi:ıg parishioners, the 0atholic grassri:i.ıts

and soın€ members of tbe egiscopate, is most essential because

the believerş rıake up the overwhelnılng ına j ority of, the 1_,a t i:ı

American population, and tbeıe oan.be no radical ohanges at all
without their partioigation. These chaage§ are intended fır the

popular nısşg€8, and an attemxıt to artificially turn mİ}11,ins of

believeıs into atbelgts within a bıief span of time is _,i_n,ıp::acti-

cable and iınmoıa1, for it woulal nesn coeroion. 3iciel Castı".

iTarn§: |'Under no oiıcumgtances should oea thlnk that deep-gr fuıg

sociol chsDges, §oçiatlsm and conımunigın, 1nvo]-ve in'cerf erence
j_rıt o the iııneı life of nan and ieny the right of any hunıen

beirıg to indepencient tbi:ıkjJı8 and ıeligiou§ beliefs'l İp. 277).

It is easy to 6e6 that tbe oell of, tbe Cuban 1eader fcır a

strateglo a].liance wtth be].lev€r§ oı1 the basis of utı"ııst respect

f or theiı reli8ious Views ıe§tş on f.ıeniı ı s well_knoııJıl pı;pısi-
tion: ılNo number of, pamphlets aDd ı1o anount of preaclıiırg can

eıılighten the proletarlat, if lt 1g ıot enlightened b;ı its.,rm
struggle again§t the daık foıceE of çapitaliğD, Unity in this
really rgvolutionary gtrug€le of the oppressed class fcr tiıe
creation of a paradise on earth ig ııore iıoportant to us than unity
of proletarian opinion on paradise ln heaven.''5
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6

For al1 the irnDortance oi oooperation between L,iarxist s

anct religlous people in the political and economic fields, i'ı j,s

in the noral anci ethical sphere, Fide1 Castro §ay§, tiıat a stra-

tegic alliance ı,rith renovating religious rıovementg woulr] be

rıost effeotive. Revİewİng the origiıa1 ideals of early Cjır-i stj_a-

nity and most genera]_ mora1 normg of },{a ıxism and the sccil:lis,,ç

vıay of life, tbe Cuban 1eaier aırives at the conclusic:ı tjıat

they are close to eaoh other, but are iliaınetrically cppositc

to the fal§e values of ca!italigt society: l'Chrlstianit;z c.ıincıi.des' thousand
with communism ten/tirıes as muoh as wlth oapitalisrnl' (pp, 17-19),

Stressirıg repeatedly that Chrietianity at the outset appealed ,üo

the oppressed anal disinherited, wa§ tlireçted against i.;ijusticc

and abus6 s , which is c learly obv ious f roın the Şeımon r-ııı tLııı

İ;iount, Ficlel oastıo remarks: ilJ tbink Kaıl Ma:g could rvel1 have

§ubscribeil to the Sermon oı the Mount|' (p. 325).

The approacb of the Cuban Ieader to Maı,].t § cla§sic f orrıula,

l,Relİgioı is opium of / peopte'', te consorıant with tlre idea of

strategic alliance wlth progressivE Chıistlan§. As is knııvn,

the true meaning of this foIrnula ıva s for a long tiıne iıaccurately
translated into other languages, ss ııReligion is opium f,_,r tlıe

peop16l!. IJuckily, this distortion ha6 been oorrected, but debates

cvor thie expressi,ve phra se of Marx continue ş to this da;,.
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Tn Ootober 1980, the 1eadership of the Sandinist National

T,iberation Front of Nicaragua, drawing on tbe experience of the

victorious revolution, saicl in a speciaI docı,ııent on religious

matters that the fonoula should be vlewed ttialectically, with due

regard for the conditionş and needs of a concrete historica1 pro-

cess: 'iour experienoe prove§ that when christians, guided by

their religioIı, are capable of responding to the nggğg 6f the

people anit history, then retigion ltself leads them onto the path

of revolutionary stru€gle" (p, ]31),

Fide1 Castro, for his part, remembering the 1essons of the
Nicaraguan

Cuban and 1 '"revolutions, as we1} as the developments in

manyotherIatinAnericancountrİeg,saygthat,in}risopinion
ıtreligion, from a politica!, point of view, is in itself not an

opirın, nor can it work wonders, It can be nade opiun or work

wonders, depending on how it ia used: either for protecting the

oppressors ancl exploiters or the oppresseil and exploited, that

is, depending on the approach to the solution of political , so-

ciaI or material problens of nan who is born in this worlci anci

has to five in it, notwitbstanding theology or his religious

beliefş. Tn strictly politica1 terms, and I believe I know some-

thing about politics,iı Fidel Caştro goes on, l|it even seems to

methatonecanbeal[erxlgtwhi]-eremaİ.ningaChrİstiaıand
work together with Marıişts who are Corynunists to transform the

worldıt(p.333).
Inviewoftheneetİtobuilttupthestrategicalllance

between Marxists and revolutionary-mincled parishioners c,ııd the

grassroots cler€y, the book examines from a new angle 
" 

propa-
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ganaıa of atheism and crude teohniques which are sonetines used to

this end and ıvhıch provoke disunity anong the working people,

It iş well kıown that from the b eglnning of the revolution in

Cubaltsleadergsawtoitthattherevolutionshouldinnoevent
be looked upon by the people a!ı an ene!ıy of religion, lllf that

hati happenedrit Fldel Castro once remarked, 'lwe would, indeed,

have tlone a gervice to reaction, to the exploi.ters, and not only

in Cuba but, above alJ., in iatin America."5 This is why one

should travotd at any cost doctrinaire rhetoric w}iİch Offendg the

religious feelings of the population incluciing workers, peasants

and the rıiddle gtrata, vghich ııroul it only benef it the explolter

system. I should sayrl| Fitlel Castro remğrks, "that in the face

of the new realitie§ the approach to this problerı antı İts tşeat_

ment by the ],eft shouf,al be cbangedt| (p. 290).

The call of tbe Cuban leaaier for strategic alliance and

rıutual understanding among all who cberi§h the lileals of peace

anal humenism works for cooperation even now, wherever the ques-

tions of religion anti the relations bet,,veen the clergy arrd so-

ciety produce goci61 teneions. Thus, among the first Erıropean

coı:ntries ln which tbe book was publlshed was ?oland (.ruly r9S5),

where its appealaılce, according to P.ı, a progressive Christian

association, was expected to proıno t e. dialogue between the Church

anci tbe 6tate. Zenon Komender, Deputy ChaiıEan of Polandls

State Council a-rıal a}so presictent of f,aı, wno introduced the

book to the Polish ıeailer, emphasised that "unity which Fitlel

Castro calls for is very irıportant not only today; it wil1 be

of tiecisive §ignlficance in the twenty-first century as we1l".7
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o

These words are vıorth close attention for it ia imposslble

to saleguard peace and bulld a rııore perfeet worltt couımunity

ülle§§ alJ pğople of goodwiıl uİıite, no matter what is behincİ

their strilving for a life in pes,ce and social justiae--the

Marxist understanding of history or unselfish and §incere re-

ligioua belief.
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10.

1For details on tbe theoIo8y of Iiberation ğee Alvaro

Oviedo, Stepan Mamontov, t'Theology of I,iberation: A Ne,ıı Heresy?ll ,

SE, No. 3, 1986. Frei Betto (b,1944) joineci the 1eft Catholic

movement at an early age; he wag arrested twice, organlsed grass-

roots Christian çommunities in Brazil , has wri_tten 16 books antl

isamemberoftheİnternationalEcr:menioalAssocİationofThird
World |lheologians. He visited Crıba many tiuıes and has a gooci

knowledge of t}ıe couıtryıs achievementg, --Eğ,

2 V. 1. lenin, Co ected \'{orks Vol. 4, p. 243.

] Ttıa., Vol. 20, pp. 4oo-4o1.

4 K. M"r, ana1 F. Engels, on.Relieion, M6scoW1 1957, P. 3l3.

5 v.I. T.,enin, C 11e e dY{ rks Vo1, 10, pp. 86-8?.

,

6 ,,i.id"l Castro y 1os cristianos revolucionario s. Fo11etos

monogrdficos", Rutillo Grand e , No. 5, p. 22.

7 Granına July 11, 1986.
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i}9Y .c,'\Nı'\yt-ı \
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O c-b ob er Sociali§t Revolutİon, th
l-ık ıt^ l..Ll * /,..-, e- -.^the f otmer Russ by

in the 1d includi Asia

ogj.e poweİt
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Lrı 
"

,t412 -çr.)in vast areas of
J*rı ,.-o_

"r,LJ L o,,* iı
ı/ L: 4rr -andand nany subo equent

hu. J "i1,.J,-events
,\ l.;
]{f r 4_^

at ed
L. ı, LrJ, ) /,l lLica, have d.eııonştr the vitali of this faith in its

V'ı ffa{: a[, ç,.

Lc&\
l- ) ı <nc^^ cc,ngocia1 and polit man lİ es tati ons .

6-J:4
§pır

In con ast to he Y/est , wlıere "tEf}-§f3§3]Ec s truggl e
6volut ion€r)ı,,."!4-

,the
forı|unity of the nation, the ideologists of the bourgeoisie hac]

u,sı"ra'] ]y opposed religion, nationalisın in the East marched hand

in lrand ı,rith religion. Indeed, rellgion in eountries with a
:l

{r-J -/,"J.ı, ü-.,^; n-,-,.L -'4-r"., /,,/l ,*, .^
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.,

predoıı:inap,tly Moslerı potrıulation and an eınbryonj c class struc-
7v^; y i^cl<, C /d-9-- ı; /k&,{e- ı ._ - - - , Ji-\ /,a €-^ ,üüü,,.4.,. v.,4 ",a4*ture iÜs, nore bften tban n6t, been the pivot of the sociityıE!- '

spiritual 1ife. d-ı ,.d,^_

S-"nr J", l, l--(. /,*e/-
l,vJL-i. t{

o4 ı rı.i. },

Zahir Abdu1 Samad elled that.at the inception of t iıe/ıec
491-.,

1] at ]-o n
f , "^d t, tlovrrnsbl liberation r evolu

t4
tion the al-Nouri ııosque in t

c aa7v<-1-L

,;.4 7ü; y-\ ,/"-4/
oı Eonıfl

h ı-q- L.
was th

' 
'1 9, t,

e site'f rI]-cnSyrian tovın
ı Jd-pi..^
t -cns' proce / S-/a ./Fİench c

.a - L ., ,- cl e-lri i l _ Mı, n',

1cl^-/ül4 Lr-

) e e,q e "J -,!l ^c/"- ııj*

rom w massive demorıstra-

o1onia1
&,^

1sm. \i hen the oc cup
.r'].1.

eded against atioiı
lA, lc

orce§ trackecl dovrn student protesters, fierce §treet fighting
bro]:e ou
lp L.,L- ,e , k4 r-._, ıt aİoun.Cı the mo§que. satiajaya sudirnan a that ı,"ıhen

Cl^.a_ .

1.r

L ,-:-- /;JJ-/??o /ı- ,,l
k-ı4

the CoIllİun].g t ?ar

]-ou
/ır
etl! ı

/.v t . .,A.^

/,

e,,.\

e]ıat Iş1

o Lı,",.-ı J
n-J".

^J"^t qring

üty
l. .,- /d-,oıof Indoneği 1920 several of

e /...; c

ı1 cnt cl€ğ8yTnan el-Afg vıho fo

om the
;.ı.L.J-i
h'Abdul

hani

a J "7_)/ 
y'-.< 

r1was the Dro-
to ro.-ı /. -dİn 5,-,

4,lne earl]_esİ

ş eane fr
2

ğrn
.üJ,^r, JJ4+J"|

E novem
i ı-ı- '.rÜ 1.-i

Jabbar ated that it
4. (L c1,.. ;/L

rüu,Iated one of
" ,lz re/e. dt n cJ.."-(-,nJ^ /l e - ,7r/7Li /.--.l"J^ ,,-/.. , /İq "- ,-|,ıa4.,
sIo5dn1 dernandtng the ].ibeıatiÖn of Itıig fron 3fitish dependeıice.

i\-- S./l".-4- $:|,"t ı,,,.,,ıta ç_..:l4J
liaııy strıiiar examples were cited in this context. * u4ı

S (^t,.ıı.*l. Ç a.-,. 14 /-,*-x ^ 
y'<- /i^. ı' ls /c,"ı,' ı).,Jkr< ' 

,_o_
llıe,.şqqsf,_ ihtergating discusşion et the s]ınposiuro erısued" /s/,",i ÇW;+ ad^ _ı.,L^.- L,J,- ,.o-L -.(/.^"

over ırlriı,t ls often called tbe lıIslanic boomtı anii the '|Moglenı
1\,,7İn , ) tı. .,.ı1 .L^ s ".,.rtt,,-41. ,4 -z*.ı- 1-^.- ", /.-

.r cnaisoarıcef . Toi[ay, at th"e drıd of tho twentieth ceııtury, marı.7
ls/.^ 4,."k,1."L ıc.ş 6.,. n_ [^^ot scll,a uÇrı..

lioa] en countrieş 'are the scene Öf e new reğurgence in. the
ı.,"- *.^t-,^ c.?.^ 4 " -;-lİ7l-v- l__p_

Ig]-aıic movdnıent, !trost of the spedkers afft]ıneal thot it first
^-Ll$,,- k(,,H,U-,

§tağtdd in the 197Oe.
ü,,8L, ı-.,.."J-*_ "t^-L.ıt^^ Ll:r,'LeLU, - /L L-

nlıe c6ahğe that have teken !lac6 were go gwlft and unpre:
ı" , r.(-. #- l,-/,e., ,,- 5,r"-n ,1^ .c ( _;777- 4u ı. Üdictable that they genefated differina an.cl sornetiııes coııtradıc-

ı-. "Jon ,7 "*-r,[ -tıı".. * J* ,{d,*. ı3.,ı, on ^.1,. *.!^. /<fc-,Ji^ -!.4,-,-';oıy a6§esğments 6nd eva].uetion.s. Some reseiı,rchers havğ tuined
.,,< l-; h ^4 l-ı.J.6- ,1-.\oreL dıjıı,l< /aı,,^ &,''n y'..,,,^ü.-,* ,. , /k[ı..';to the geneaig'aiıal history of Isfem, conparing its tenets and
2-5,1",|,^J,(,"- " 4 /,nı/ /s/"." dr.u.' '".L; ,,'u/.l.:. r. T] -.....tiıe positions of ,various clQrical qubrteıs. .(khned-fgkenderov
ı7.- c, C",..,Z.r la.. 4-,., o s,,t/ Ş--i7}7jiJ l,ffidaid that, parailoxically, t}ıdse studieş instĞad'of cİEaring up
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4"

t,,1*^4Jt. ('v,.,.,- ü n ,-ı,{,ı,-c c'?ı, ı ^ 
lsi"^'t<,i y't'l"," 

" i'f'
nrtt'ers of ten 1eatl leseerchers away _froıı an İınderstending oI*;:;::;_" 

i ı,,T,.* 
-J.^- "; *,: 

:-Jı- ;ü:: i;^-,,77, pı,, &_Ç . ı 9 
- 
v, /,/, L

+;K,;";";;:jeseg end ibenomena whictr are diyectly l.inked to the ,"",i}iİi:ji-;,;'e:'-e.i , /-,o,, c,{,n ıin<_ -, ,/2, (,1a c,a/,,a, (znı
.Jğ\;;;-;f tnu iiri"iı" ia"idr eie vıLicı, now constif,ute an im..

"), 1^ ı,ı, 4&ıT,"4._,
{"Ç,İİt ul"."ot oİ iaternal political developments in the pre-
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\ ş- +Z-f
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id d not be
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*(.-- --_

In mo§t c
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,-ı . Jr_ /o /r: e .-,,a a Y a
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,'l ar 
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*
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",/" 7
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/', ,
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,^ ü2, V
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,b iıe past 'Bo" /.
th6t 8
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LeCç
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n. /..,e- ,f "-e.-

.J-.

lu Li

some B0o-B50 rıilli on Mo sl ens
a.,'-l

ıa -/;/. /, -< ilı ı /o1,- /, e l
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ad.n, l u,-
rıcr]_ t] .

ZZ-,L,n
The. p6litı
.n/.^" 4 y'e

cal an.d i ileo1o gical influence of the Mbs]-em
,ğ" ./-
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/-ı.n'c/ - &O/"},
cl eı,6;, hag, et the se,rıo tiıne , been growing.

,-ı/t /".J
they ere represen ted on t lıe

lL\ lr ko
ür<-- They

ır- 4;
4,y,

sudanı
fk,

are in f üı11

/-a,Q
oontfo.].
ed, /,-

ı //ı.ı./- 4u/.n.
of, stat e poıııer

dtz S." oJi
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4^m" 'c/r. e-ğ#
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cı;ü o,7;/ar /+l
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lu- 
^, 1 lc,&o-
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have
&|p.

J,
houg

l"",.Q /.,o l ,/: 1
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^1t
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,/.7

1politica partloğ, İslani-c gı:o,ups have been succe -./,7.ğsfu11 yseeking
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?/u,uo,n;/..z y'".o(,o-.,-/ c-('"/- do .r- A,,/y'- J,. ;lrrİ.,r,-

/r.

^/.r.-/\_ ^a---ğ-?*-4f---4-
J c-,/aJrft.+a- l "z r*oI 6 +^

- . -., ,^ ı. y (.-
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ri*.
a8€rav
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on an.
4<< ;"fi| d--ç/,^,-ı

t ire f uı daı:ent al iğ ts a1l the more §o 8s tkis desire did no

/c-- .e ren
/". ./. ,ı

osed
( <4.ı ın. ı ,

dernisdti
/.. ş l.J.

d
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f,ua1ise ln ac meastıle§ aiııe d 'at

.p", u 4
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]-m-
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,

/.; L,
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/cntn ı,z-n ü /r,/; C; i "
lcnin onc: ronırrrcd ,;lr.:; ''

/lLI-t - l r ^"la

üri" ,oo."i,,-d"k 1,,,/./r,A nı. o L;/o!
. \-.s ]-n re}+g-rJlls

,nJ.- \ o

a.

some

als in re..

poJ:.,L]_ cai pro-cesi ,,(?\
L
uiCe o..]] e con]]ion toa

-ıÇ.^ k/ı,€; Lr o,>.,-cı
11 naiions aı; ı certairi st

o c/, ^/." r .

ege of tbeir
,/lrfr- 4*qu-J 1

6Velopngnlıı _ -'
.. ,v. oL

_ . .*.. _ g.ı 
" 

;,c^ c.i
o ı-ıııtri es at t

ı,n v,/Lt. .kL,-s/j^., el
d Thus , 1,1o sl e:n c ]- eı, en ha ened

b
trn ı,,i-.: ğ

o

e head o most.reyoi /,,/zı^.pheav
o /,,clı ı 1ıcvt e+4

uf ]_onafy u
i""",ü^

cen'; ,./eaıs. as it was strikingly manif ested bY the oııertl,ıroıv 'c1 
,ız,",;,,a

of thc slıeh monarch

Lrja|
failed to fu1 ts

/'/

in Tran Rouzbeh ]ilavi d
€ l.ı- "{"n.le" / .. L..' ş .^

pr ç 4-4 ıl;y^.J_ı_, .

po 1_n t e d out ı; ].1a j;

*u ., Ju_i-_
e only possibl e

1, L/-,,,.J-
a ç// c..

J,,rağn
1_,&; o/d._pj* +İ.L.tt".

i o,:,ı cf p.rot"est aıld strugg]-c
r.,..,a- ,ıİİ s,6, i dJ,;,-;. u y'""( , d-z^c/,, L ç

ilre February 1979 revc]_ution in fran had a nation.al-derto-
l-u.. ",k|, jn, ü*Lfi-, v"rı;/ıı,. <n|,- .- o ı.^ı,( ._<_ ,.r'.' - 4v 1.{üt - lı_
cf,a'jio c"lıdract-er, ıvith a populaI , antf*.mcnarchic and anti-ir.ı-

..l:+i,,,l-n i; l,].e ast period, relisio n was vir tually th

sucIr en opportunity,

Tiıo February revoluti

2./r,pt_İ ı H-..r) ı,J*ı,7"4ü3 si ,,11^ c.J-.n (ı,,,.^ 2ıı)a ll- /zıı,ipcıialist content. A ]_aıge section of i;he Shiite clergy, }ed b;'
:>t, L, re,l}n..-/l"Jq{ _4'{Ln _&!:,^-._ : ,_/ı;6,vıi <y', ,.44 &o, lz.KlloıIeini. §upport-ed the people!s revolutionarv demands under

,_a- ü€L;*İ' Zs y'.,^} v;"ll"; cıtt ":orL ""7Zt ,-z . JJ-ı\ u",lcflt-,.
'clre Slrah rögi.ııa and prdmised freedo;ı and jÜstice within the
jraııeıvor]ı of Islarnıc ,uı-"" nfu {;;";{Xtş .{:İk:( "J"1'"'r^_/e,.44 t(i "z oo1",-- nı/v,a(.-,,- ı,.ı(j /Jl* e-|1;.; 1..,-,J-4 -bı.se 'and essured it of the şupport of nillions of "workin6

Dc. qloVc^ j i,<l- Cy',1 "zy'c*/o, V,,a,,,-&/.- /ı7)ç6/-a 3.g'pccplc. Dur ing that'period, the cl9rg),, was {he main opfositi.o_n o

^4--.x h/.ıa . ı-c 1c,aı [_rJ-ı a 7 »',,.r 4.;.o:. y,7, ,1,/,a c 4.^ .tL4 A"//L^force ıviı.ich ı,vas able to esta6lish direcİ ?ontact wiTh the roas-.
iıt iu'./d.;. OJrLi .i7;,//,r, -,"/1,/a r,^,^ 7a)iü lui; '

sas ahd spread its icleas through the mosques. Tho other organi-1.?L 1,- ,Z'.4,?- .-,.,/:,o o/.)>/J; -sations, especially bhe ?eopl6is Party of Tran, did not have

Z-__n Jo. <- /"/ d-t,r,}; ,S-1 &. .2 " [" r e/''--,t n_

Yı(
D u1;

ı"
fi1 i r/e.-,c. /ı^J

on, in -i=an overt
1;f4144XdBü=

hrew the shah regLİ.-Ie,
.r-<

&i ". /c.nu C 4r- .- /: - e-ru-r*' 2*/ i z 0al Uç.&_

aı o^,l -<- /.? C"..,7

,L-\

in tasks: economic an,d social trans-
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dictatorial r nes

run counter oEn re1 oug1n onr es§ ion t
L., J.l,

ep-going differentiation in the religious quarteİs iı
clıaractcristic of virtually a1l t}ıe countries Iepresented at

tie sirıposi,,m. Thug, the demends of the working messes in lİqn,

irıespective of their subjective undersiending, have largely
deteırı-ined tlıo scope of the Fe-ruary revoluticn and 1iı,ıited

tiıe ur5e of t}ıe Shiite orthodox clergy to reducc the tasl:s of
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1,, l.,7.- 2,- ı2

1..ao ( lz.ı,., J.4,, 4, 1/, l;,e'L r)ı-,- 3,'+ "c
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1?

tirc revolution soJ-ely to restoring tithe 1aws end ru]_es of tlıe
§hariatlı. According to the representative of the Peoplc's ?a]: ij],

of Iran, thie contradiction between tlıe peoplc's interests and

tiıc goverrunent ıE octions under]ies the growing diss atisf act:_cn

of tiıe ınosseg and the olienetion from the reactionary regine
of 5ı,ovıing etrata of believers, includin6 some religious cluar-

t ers.

rn saucli Aıabia , opposition has beccme more active aıoong

the Şhiiteş in. the ea§tern part of the country paıtieularly
aftcr the oventa in rron. Another moveırıen t representing the

Sunni ıığJoıity of, nine mtllion is against the corruption and

bribery ln the statg oppar.t ", uoİ??*tuJa ,r"u"nce, under tlıe
re:igious slogan of ııltberation from the infide]-sıi. In 1979,

its support€ıTs took over the mosque at Mecca. rn İaÜaİn, the
goveı.rıment he,s nade un§uoceg§fu1 attenpts through 1ts 1oya1

clergy. to control the patriotic oncl derıo cratl c-m:in,d ed religious
forces.

Religion is becomlng one of the ııost jıportant channels

for the oppositi.on to establish contacts ı,^i th the masges in
IJırlgı}eşia gnd .ry§I. rglaıric tren.tis are developing w:lth expli-
citly anti-i-nFerialist and hurıerıj. tari arı tendencieş. Eaydar Kut-. u,

CC Genera1 §ecıetary of the comİounist Party of fıırkey, has said
t',lat grow:ing political actlvity by reli_gious trends ııvas one of
tlıc important , factors that frı]strated the US attenıpts to depoli-
tioise Tuı.key, that is, to / t|ne people aııvay fıom thinking
obout iheir futııre. rn Indoaesia, diff erentiatlon. has shorpened

betvıeen opposition Islanic gıoups advocating a religious state
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,i 1.
]i j]cl igion -

and those demanding reai ienıoc::iıcy arii fı.ceilo:ıı -' f ik:: th:
ııAbe,:ıgan l1os]_ernsl',

In tlre 8@, 'che i;l,,ios].en 3;:ctlıers" is denanding aı. Isla:.ıi -

conştj.tution, while another orgonisation. iho |'Rıpı.ı blr c ı,,,ıı

3rothersı', is opposed to tlıis deılcnd as _runnin; ccı.ıntc* ;. tiio

spirit of Tslam and the realities of tlle i;ine, ı.ıhich calf f oı
realisrn in attending to celestial and sccu.lar ı.iiai:rı:. Tlıe

population in the south of tlre Sudan has also Iesi§ted the

Is].aıic constitutior.6 Th. countryts Cornilul,ıis,ı 9a:"-;y be]_ieves

t lı.ot the confrontation between the revo]_u bionır1,,-.denro cratic
an r1 tlıe right-wing forces does noi spring frora the entj-thesis
of Tşla,uıic ideas and atheism, but from thc antagonism betlveen

deııocracy and dicto.torship, betv,ıeen justice and social oppres-
e

sion. Tlıoe/are the 1ines on vıhich the bc,ttie over tlre nature of

';i.ıa ilıtrır e constitution is being fought: i_t ıvill either entreııciı

tlıc peoplels gains, tlıe countryıs sove::eignty, and the basic
ıiglrts and democıatic freedoııs. or --r t vıi1l lcgalise tire dic'uatcr-

slrip of the ruling class and deprive tlıo peo.ıle of tiıe f::uits
_ -].

of their struggle./rn rndig, the most reactiorıary rcligious
l*

portx, Jornaet-e-Isla:ni, advocates 'lpure isf amll , but its policy
ııa]:es it evident that much of its inspiration cornes from fascist
diotatorships. On the other hand, tlıe ideas of eaıly Is]_an p_rc-

vidc a basis for progressive scIıolars ad.rocating tlre principl:s
of cquality, bıotherhood and mutual iıelp.

./r poper presented by A]-]fahj makes an attempt to sum up

tlıe idçologica1 trends of the religious politica1 folces active
in 'c[ıe lrob countries. Most ıf tlıeın rne];c etlıica] and nıoral cri-

of
ticisns of the eva]-g/ tLre ugly development of dependent capita1-
isrı. Aport from a f evı exceptions, hovreı,er, they, do not qucs-üion
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15"

tlre t|sacredtı rig}ıt o.f priva tc prcpı::';y , Soıı:, rikc ,bhc 
''-\f,,

-I.[ı.drasiıı group in Iraq, l-rov c prcposcd ı llrıiddle-"of ^-bhc-roadl|

Islor:io §olutio11 through the c;cı,tioıı ci a ı,,d dc nc,rvıcrlr of cc-

o p c.rcJrives.

In the politi-ca1 sphere iıcny,, including those opposed, t:

tlıe exioting dictatorships and suppression of deııocrac-v, re-

jcct tho ldea of a modern seculer statc aııd cal] for a return

,Lo the pagt when religious and scculıır powo]]s were in thc soııe

haııds. Thug vıe hove here o wide spectrurı of vievıs, ranging fro:ı

direct defence of ttıe f eu dal_capi tali si socia1 system to vari_

oı"rs f oiıııg of petty-bourgeois ref ormism, Ttıe 1atter trend has,

os tire authors of the poper say, tho potential for developing

torvords what is noıv known cs tıliberation theologyıt. especic}]y

in vi e,ıy of the onti-imperiolist tendencies prcdoııinant in it:

resistonce to US dorıı-ination, agoinst Isrce1 ıs expansioni§n,

and against tLre plunder of tiıe Tegionts natural resources,

The develo p.not of dependent ceııitalism in the Aıab coun_

the intensif ying st]cuggl e over national c"n d so cio1trics and

an ob icctivc basis f o:: oı,,ring anti-irıp eri ali sissues cİ ect e

atri ot i c t on dencies .l]

A ııaJor role in this sf,ıuggle belongs to the peasantry an'l

ttıe nılddle stüoto of toıın, and c ountry ıvhich are most susceptible

toIsloııarıdconeequentlytendtoprotcstinreligiousfo)5ıs.
.ıt co]reot asses§ment by Communists of the eıisting potentia1-

liieş ond tbe spread of thelr partiesl influence anong the

mosse§ rri1l ınake it possible to channel this protest into libero_

tion theology arı d so preveni reaction frcm using it agoinst the

forces of progress.

,
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lu.

Allionee Policy, a line of the Llcsses

, Tiıe Coııı,nunists regard cooperation end intorcction ı,ı,i th

progrcsslve Islami; oreanrlctions ond ı section "' ln: '::ra"
cE a strateg ic 1ine of their alliancc policy in coun-

trj-cs ılılıere believers f ornı a. najority of the po pu]-ation. Tlrc

İrateıııgl porties ore guided by T.,enin|s idea that llunity in
this reol1y revo}utionary struggle by the oppressed class for
tiıe creotion of o pcrealio e on earth is more iııportant . . . t harı

unity of proleteııiarı opinion on paradise in heovenıı.7

liony epeol(ers at tbe §ymposiuıc stressed thot Coııımunists

lıeve no ğight, consciously or accidentally, to ploy up to

islaroic reaction, which 1oys eııphasis otr, the tenets of faith
and rej ccts orıy ties with atheists, Religious credo is the

forccs should pıoceed from existing realiti es and the require-
rıentg of the Etrueqle at ecch concrete staee. Ideo1oEi cal dif-
f cron c es slıoulal be moved into the bcckground when it coııes to

şc].viııf, c orı]]ıon ond vito1 problerns. for that is the only vıcy to
' guccoss in developine allienc es.

thege probl errıs range over a wide area, including tlıe

stru661e for nationo1 interests, sovereignty and territoria1
in,tc5ıity, end agoinst inperialist and Zionist oggresslon. They

invo].ve a hogt of, economic ond social prob}ems relating to unı

derdcvelopment and neocofonial exp1oltation, to the estoblish-
neılt of pol1tico1 derıocracy and defence of humon rights und e_r

dictatorial regimes of various stripes. fhey also inclutle in-
in

ternational eolidority/solving global probleıns of today, obove

oJ-]_, in avertin€ e ııorl tl nuclear wor.

ı cJsoııcl_af f oj,r of every indivldua]-. vıhi]e pc]iticcl and socia]
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1

0lıe iııPerialist l1divicc an c! r,,ı]c:' pcl rclı ırııs ]cf -; ı, dco -,

I!c3r oı1 tlıe 1ife of tlro 1ess devc]-opcd countries, c.ltlıough cc-

1oııia.]_ism has long sincc beeıı cfinrinetod" ?ol1oııring tlrc estıb-

Iishnçnt of Palçistan and tsangiadcsii, r'diı lro.s bccı,ı f ef ; ,ı,n-b,ı,

a 1OO-nillion Moslem ıırninoritJ,li " Turkish occupaticn and .ı{ATO

sclrencs hovc 1ed to thc pertition of Erc eı,ı o t]ıc cstıblis,ı-

neni of a secessionist state inhcbite c] bJ, Tur]ts on 37 per cont

of i'ıs teiritory. ie3,ee in thc Sudq_n lıı.s for severe.l },ec;s bec;ı

dlsruiıted because the non-l{oslem ninority in the south lras boen

den:ed, legitinıate ıights.
Of especial importance to tlre Coıınuııists of those couıı-

t::ics j-s the slogon: t|Reli3ion is for Goci, tlre Hoıaeland is fcr

ALLiı, togcther witlı the principles of freedorı and equa11';1ı 6i
c] -]- ,tiıe rcligious persuesi-ıı end struggl e to sı,f egucrd t}ıe

nction cnd its cohesion. That is tLre bcsis on which tlıe suda-

nege Corşıunist ?arty is coopore,ting vıith the forces advocatin3

a secnlağ conştitution, end it believes that Sireriot ccn be nı

rıcre t Iıaıı o coınponent eleınent of the fundcııente1 levı of the

sicte. flro Coııınunis t Perty of India hcs been fighting agains,i

,'{iııdu clrauvinisra and for thc protection of ],{o sl eıı ]_ives cnd

prclıcrty, oıı d for tlre officiai- recognition of the Uıdu ]-an3ue39,

ıvlıi cIı neı;ı of then speak. At the scııe tiıne, tlıe l;|I lıos strong-

ly conderıned tlıe separatist tendencics, fuelled, in particulc"r,

frorı le]ıistan. The party has caııpaig!ıed for the unity of the

].abcuı ı,ıcven€nt ageinst react:'_onery etterıpts tc split ti:e

uııions end i§olote the 1,[osleıa worl;ing people.

AGcııeranon Stavrou sei.i thet AJGI, ıurong whosc co-fotınd-

crs ıJrctr o o1oo people frorıı the turkisiı. coırır,ıuni tlr, hns for over
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trJ.

six decedes been tlef ending thc principle of equality onil bro-
tirerlıood of, o11 Cypriots regard_]_ess of origin ond religious
persııasion. Qoday, ııri th tLıe island partitioned and occ,upied,

tlıe party corınot open.]_y reach out to the Mosleın ırıa§§re§ in the

nortlı. The najority of those are Cypriots ı:yho heve ior oenturieg
lived ln peace and security w-ith their compat:ıiots frorı the

Gree} corımunity. there .üe, howeveı, T eligious fenatios who

bave ııostly come frorı 0urkey in recent yeors. in this difficu}t
situaiion, AI{ET., hos done everytlıing it can to support the pro-
gresslve, anti-seporetist forces ond to promote .o spirit of
nctionol unity oııd solidarity anong Cypriot emtgres. In Londgn,,

for instance, where there are now more Greek and fıırkie h Cyp;

f İots tlun there are in trTicosia, the tnıo corırmunitie§ work to-
6ctlıer to restore their common hoııelorld rs sove1g1gnty arıd

territoricl integrlty.
Elıe specific oiııs of the Coımıınists eacl of the progressive

nlos]-enı novementg in the atruggle again§t ttespotic regimoe are
eve! nore frequently identical. l, ğğg, for instance, therç
is the deıııarıd for e ıepeo1 of llıticles 141 arıd 142 of the ğri-
rıina1 Cocle, ınıtıt c h effectively outle.ıv f,hg Ç6ynrrıuıı|sts, encl

ıl:,ticle 163, ııvhich bans politica1 ectivity by religious forces.
Thc lattcr erticle is by no meens clesigned to saf egucrd the
secu]_ar character of the state, but to suppre§§ any opposi.tioa.
taLi_ııg a religious foxıı. fhe Coıırgunist larty of fiırkey, Aİİ.

ğ!g! said, is flghting for thı =epeal. of the thıee gntt_dcno-

cratic articles.
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19.

In the stru 1es cins t dictatorshi under the berıners o

tl oıo cra c for the 1e ancl res ect for their el eınent

end l,[o slerns s ori etiııes finc]ticel a,nd socia1 ri hts coıımunis t s

only on the sarıe side of the bcrr icodes, but'uhcııselveg not

lıtine shoulaler tÖ shoulder. That is what happened duriııg

tb.e jloverıber 1979 uprisioe ln @]!.1§gğ1g, whlch sşept through

{]o toTrls arıd villages. l,,Jhen the religiouş leacİers ç,,aıy that the

Conııuni§t§ were prepared to sacrifiee their lives for the coıı-

jlc]] c o.us e

ancl that they were being in-

priooned erı d tort,uıed in the sa,rne wcy os l,(osl ğııs weıe, o

rea] istic basis was creted for militant cooperetion,

Dictatore ond imperiollsm backing then are ıryorrled by tlıe

nerginE of the Moslerı mov eıııent arrtl the geneıa1 clenocratic move_

ınent. Ehose ıryho uıere but recently encouroging the rslotrıic boomlı

tcıripeoutprogressiveideesancltheiradvocategwiththeaid
of religi-on a,ğ e noı|f heving gecond thoughtş for they rogard tlle

ııfaııaticsrı ag o threat. Tnclonesio's Presldent §uharto bluntlY

naııed the thyee enemıes of hls regirıe: the c oıııııunis t un.der_

6rcund. Islaİıic f anoticism, arıd Yiestern_orienteaı libeıo,lism.

The yeectionoıy |Dı:r]rieh poper, ter"Oİ,o", has occueed tlıe

ı|radical eutrrentst| cooperating w1th ı,goodless Coİnİrnınlğt§|| of

betratrıing the faith. [he Isla,rüic scholar Abchı:nahrogn Dilipa}ı

repllcd by aaying that he saw the hond of the United Stetes

beiıind these occusations, rT ho would 1ike to ploy off the Mos-

1ens and the left agains t eech otheı arıtl so to get a free band

f,or its dirty business.
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20.

ı;ıi'; lr tlıe orgenised reii sao us _f orc es and the desire to

and dcve1o coo eration on the 'cı.sis of t rır _ı'i hts have so

far e seldom e' ded an tan blc results- The reasoıı

is ııo'c only repressicn by tlıt cu'ıhori,'ies, Thı: inf luance cf

cnt i- c onrıuni sro is stil1 prova]_ent in j,lcsicı,ı r.roveracnts of cl ]_

oricıı';etions. Dinafly, tlıc r;]c.tivı ızca]tness oi :hc ccnmunist

paı,ties in the sociaf lifa of tiıei_r countries tend considerabl-;ı

to ir_ılıede the policy cf alliances "

It is the task of tlıe fra-|crna1 pc.rties to overcone thes,,

cl,j_f :iiculties. They attach 5reat inportance to i'; in tlıeir rıcns

a6i,tat:Lon and politica1 and party wcrli, ],enin showed one way

cf sol_ving the problerı iıı lıis r emar]:s on iho repcrt deliverod

by .4.. Srıltan-Zade at ihe Seccnd C^ngress of the Comnunisi In-

terna,|:_oıel in 1920. lenin f elt thai it ri/..s necessery, to adep,ü

,blıc Cııırıunist ?a::t;,-its ıııerıb er ship ı.nd special tas]ıs--to tiıc

1ovcl of the peosant countries of the cofonial
The rrcssroots nciirbership ,ıf rıost of the

/nb1

parties rep.res-

ııriııcj.ııies of reliEious f aitlr or cf believers. l{anrı of t lıern lıad

t lıe;r first schooiine in politice1 st::uşıle in progressive-

-cri cn,i cd reli ious rıovenents " Tile Partlı 3ş1"" do not requife

cf ı.:eı:ibcıs to be athcists , but -io f rght i ır politica1 goals.

;,oı, is etheisnr a stipulation f o.ı, joinint thc pert;, or servinç;

cıı i,bs governing bodies" The heed of the Auditing Corırnission of

tlre Senegal Party of rndepenicnce eıı c'i Labour is a shei]rh ı,ıho

co;ıes fror:ı a vıell-lçnor' n jloslerı f a:ıily,

Tlro nı"rticioan,cs in th: ror.nci ir.blc ııin;cd cı:t tlra.t Co:.'.-

!ır,.:ı is t erıcreness_ol the _inıng]İü; çn_c,c] of _a ğo_licy

,o,nt eC a-i tlıe round tqble cqnşisi.s oL peE)l9 bğo u&ht up ojx tiıc
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In contrast to narıy otho:: roligiıns. Isiı,ı ıs no'c ı-,ı11" a

f cj_th but oIso e,n :-ntegra1 part ıf tnc lvc, of l i_f e cf tlıc I:]ı,ı] c,,ı

f cı,clrf u1 and their behaviour end d.üil_v ro,.rtinc. Comıunists lrıve

to .Lcke this f act intc consiceıa.,cio:ı in their ıc,tivi,oy, That ls

Y/h;: i1 ig customany in Senegal , foı insi;encc, to interrup';

ral_.]_ies, rnee-bings and othe:: pclitical activities, including CC

soss-ion§, at the tj::ıe of prayel p::escribed blı the l(cran, İ,

do cı-ır,ıen t of 'çhe Sudanese Conıiunist laıty , l?0n Correcting liis-

işJ:eş -in tlıe V{ork Anong the l,,lassestt, reqı-ıires of a1l lerttrı pç"ı-

be::s, irrespective of their ct,i_:..tude to God, to conduct t hel,ı_

sefves ,ıvith respect for the traditions and f ee]in.8s of ],Ioslens,

so e,5 to deprive rcaction of any pre'cexts for ant.,- oonırıunist

at,];ec::s on tnis issue.

C oı,ınuni sts in tlıe l{os]_ern countries, even if thei, gra

f irı:ıe d rıat cria].is ts. do not find it necessaİ_İ/ to caİry on lvide-

-sgaie o,t}reistic pro p aAan da anong the messes or to criticiso

tlris or that relisious trend. They believe that their mission

of, enlighterrrnent is to help elirıinate illiteracy, and to set ırp

various c ul tııra1 arr d sport§ c}ubs" Vı4ıat is rıore, in gome cases

tlrç]ı sucçeeti in spreading the ideas of humanisıı and sociclisııl

th;iİs lı g ernronş in ııo sques by pro gressive c1 erg.ıııı,ıen. Cor,rnıınis -!s

ııa}ı e it a point, at the sarıe tirne, to unnas]< the actions arrd

at,ü,j.tudes o
.. .,reli&lous, .

f/forces s ervi ııg yeaction an d iııp eri al isnı agains'b

'u ]ıc ııational and eo 1e 's int er es ts "

Tire f rat erı:al parries beli eve tlrc.t their nrain tas]: is not

"to conflic-b ıylth the faithf uf but to ııork ti_r e'l essly so as to

_ı-ain arıd 1ement the o1itical aiırs nreeting the class
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D,

and national interests of the ııırorki ng peop]_e and ,blıc nai cri'c.-,,

of ,Llıe nation.

T]ıe discussion and exchcnge of experiencc were hcld at the

l]icosia round table in aır atnosp}rere of frankness and self-o*,i-

'cj.cis;ı that has been growing in the coırrnuaist noııeneııt. rf -tlıc

§ eıı o6a1 ?crty of Independence and TJabour has not developed intc

tlıc I;ind of party its ııembers want it to be, serıou pa|iıJ Çueİc

sairj,, it is not tlıe fault of the religious forcos but the resu]--i;
the

oi shortcomings inlparty's arıalysis and mistakes in its prectic-

c1 cctivi,by C^+j ^j^r,, \,) (- ı, l çı. I (J,y a Su diman pointed out t}rat despite a11 the

a.-tieniion paid by the Comnunist Pcrty of Indoiıesia to believers

bcforc it vıas bann.ed, this hcd been done at the ti:ne blı tria1 ,

and cı,ior, witlıout due scientif ic anal}rsis. tsesides , meny . Co],i-

nuıı,'ists lıad talçen o prejudiced attltude toıvaıds believers, and

,u."rl:".*:| ouick to capitalise on thet"

i,ouzbeh ]favid recalled that the leople 's Party of Ir erı Lıad

r.ıade rıistekes in the period after the February 1979 revolutlon.

trotrcı1 *o their duty, the Coıınunists fought alongside the pecple

against the despotigo of the Shah and then supported t}ıe early

s*eps taken. by the Islaroic Republic and took part in various

referendg. ğoıvever, at one poin,t they agreed to relegate tlıe

issue of the people'g denıocratic rights into the backgro,und, and
tiiat should not have been clone. the party failed to see in
due tine the sharp tuın to the right by the Islamic leadership,

and so to s!ıritcb froıo the policy of |tcyitical supportll f or

]ilror,reini to all-out opposition, in anticipation of the repres-

sicns thet 1ater clalmetl the 1ives of bundreds of Iranian

Couııuniştş antl patriots.
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ternati:-ıci c f-,
rt- İra" stress

een t
od a,} the s o s i.:ı-ı ,i iıa i iıi

.ra-tion b etw he C orır.ı:ni s t s of vari o utq ccıllıt::ics is aL
a

ırcc,t cou::so ].[cs-l eıs
gr cct ir.,ıportanc e an

and t }re1 oJlisations.ftisa]scı.ccsse]])-.lvheıo::5anisi1-1;-;
j cii]-i; pfectica1 acticns in responsc t: ı";te:pts b], -rçıc';ion

end 
'ırperialisn 

,ıo usc thc Isr aııic f actor f oı t]ıci: oY'rn lllİi)cse jJ

on aıı into:]ncticnı,1 §ğa,r.e " Thc prı3rcssivc f crgı:s iiı tlıe 1,Io sr- c:_ı

coırntıies need to coordinate actions ı;ıd exch;ıiıgc inf o::ııeti oıı

to s'ırengthen nıutuel solidarit;" in thc sirı-ıggl e agcins-) tlre

Zionis,t eggression and Pal;isten ts crıauv-,ı nis-i iinc to\"ıJds

Inclia, fcr c, ha}t to tho iriperielist interfercnce in r;'oe af f ai::s

of Af ghaıis'can, f or a just and lastin3 soluıion -io thı Cyprı-ıs

p::ob] eıı, e.nd f or en end 'ço thc destruc'cive Tran*T::eq rııar,

fhe pc.per presentecl by Al:]!g§ sc,ys.tlrı'c, 9?"pltn. "] 1' in the A:ab ccırı,i;r_res
-i;ire;..::ac,uivity,IJosleııorganisaticnsandrıcver.rents/dcnotgivc

cnou6lı attention to the pa::cırouııt issı-"e cf cu,: da"i; thıt cf

rc],1cvingtlıethreatofthernclrı-rclearlvır,.A,;-bhcsei.rlo,ü,iıile:

rıan;r spea]:ers 8eYe excıİıpl es tc shoıv thı groving concc].n of ';lrc-

ııasses and politicaf forces cvcr th:'_*T issue, ınci to.ı-d of ,i;he

coıtribution rıede by religious f igures, incii-ıdiiıg lIoslens, ,;c

the vıorldı,v,ide movement f cr naııliindls surv--:lv:l ,

Indeed,theguestionofpeaceinirac]loslerncountries'.lns
bec...ırıe a. natter of constc,nt conce]:n no,b on-;;ı ,f or thc f::eternc],

pai,tj_e§; it is bein3 increesing}y cci,}oe,f in, the :ııs qı-r e ı-, ınd

ç] j_scussod in religious pub}ications " Thc 1deas of Is]- ıı-ıic l-rıı-

l.(rır!uJJ, q9 Masood Ali Khan rightly seid,, can todolr beccr,re

charting .] cc

ne,burci c"11;. in the antivıı;' strug8 1e., The new thinki whi c lı.
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to geve civ 1isation demends of the coliruni§ts flexi-

D ]--L ı -l; c.nd on obilit to ıı.i den the s ec tr urı of tlre eac e-lcı.-,;ı

foıces by i nvolying lorge rnasses of believers.

Tiıe pcıticiPants in the l,Ticosia round table stressed ,l; lıc L

t].ıc coıısistent .appli.cction of a 1ong_terrı strategy towc:ds rc_

iigion and itş voteıies, onc] the freterna1 parties ı discovery

of tlıc right tacticcI solutions and adequa.te forrıs of party

activi.üy enong the nasges, 1argely deterıline the cor:ımunist

r:oveııent ı g ovın prospects in the l,[oslem countries ond the orien-

ta-İions t c.ıpar dş eocia1 progress. Tbe sccİa]_ist alternative wi]l

beconc c. reality only when it is accepted by the overwhelrıin5

ııcjoıiiy of the f aitldul. It is the duty of coııııunists to vror}ı

f cr tlıis gca1 .

Ehe survey wes prepered in tlıe
Coınrıission on the Bxc hcııg e of
Paİty Erperience by Ali Ahned

al-Tayeb , Representative of, tlıe
Sudanese Cor.:nunist Party on the
,,ııı6, oaitortal Counctl, arıd by
y""gu"fv İŞo"İi Ö", Cand. Sc.
(philcs" )
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