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PIDEL CASTRO REFLECTS ON RELIGION

Fidel y la religion, Coqversaciones con Prei Betto (Fidel and
Religion. Conversationg}ﬁ%ei Betto), Oficina de Publicaciones
del Consejo de Estado, Havana, 1985, 382 pp.

In ILatin America, with nearly half of the world's Cathol-
ics living there, millions of believers have joined the liber-
ation struggle in the past decades. Meanwhile, large-scale
renovation processes are under way within the Church. A reader
{interested in the dialogue between Marxists and Christians need
not be explained why precisely Comrade Fidel Castro has con~
tributed a great deal to the study of the role the religious
factor has to play in revolutionary theory and practice today.

Since the early 1970s. the /Cuban leader has been calling
for closer cooperation ©f Communists with progressives among
the believers and the clergy in many of his speeches (for inst~
ance, in 1971 in Chile, 1977 in Jamaica, 1987 in Nicaragua).

The book Fidel and Religion, which appeared late in 1985

in the bookshops of Gubas and later in other countries of Tatin
America and Furope, summarised, at it were, Fidel Castro's
reflections on these problems. The book was written by Frei
(Brother) Bettoy a well-known Brazilian specialist in the
theology of li‘oeration,1 on the basis of four-day conversations
with Fidel Castro.

Betto!s book is devoted to one of the most important
problems in Latin America and is meant primarily for Letin

Americans., But its significance, as we see it, exceeds these
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1imits. In this troubled world of ours, in which the unity of
many millions of atheists and belilevers working together to

save mankind from a nuclear holocaust is far more important than
their disputes over the existence of God, the utterances by the
Jeader of the Cuban revolution recorded in the book are most
timely and reflect new political thinking.

Pidel and Religion has become a bestseller in Latin Amer-

ica, even in such major publishing centres as Buenos Aires and
Mexico City. In Brazil it ran into 19 editions, and the Brazilian
Writers' Union praised Frei Betto as a most popular “"intellectual
of the year",

“n the foreword to the mass edition put out in Havana
Armando Hart, Political Bureau Member of the Central Committee,
Communiyt Party of Cuba, and Minister of Culture, has this to
say on the significance of . the book: "Christianity and Marxism,
the two major trends of human thought and sentimen? 1in history,
presented by the adversaries of the progress of mankind as two
irreconcilahle antipodes, find new and unanticipated ways to
mutual understanding" (p.r 12).

The book ¢cyvers.a broad range of issues. Its first part
("The Chronicle sf the Visit") and most chapters in the second
part ("Interviews') give the reader an idea of the historical
paths traversed by Guba and Latin Americe and of the present
day of this fragila world, in which religion continues %o
influence the thinking of millions of people, especially in
the developing countriss. The analysis of the revolutionary

process in Cuba, blendet harmoniously with Fidel Castro's story
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of his life and the shaping of his moral code; the assessment
of the economic, political and social situation on the conti~
nent and of the class struggles there; the problem of (foTFeign
debt and the new international economic order; bourgeeis demo-
cracy and the notorious "export of revolution"; the relation~
ships of the Cuban state and the Church under soeialism; the
role of the "rebel" clergy and religious workingwpeople in the
liberation struggle in Iatin America; the theology of libera-
tion and Christian grassroots communities—~these and many
other issues worrying atheists and believers alike are examined
in the book in most expressive and clear terms.

Tt is not our intention o cover all the problems discus-
sed in the book, so we shall confine ourselves to the main
ideas concerning religion, above all the fresh elements intro-
duced by Fidel Castro in‘the approach to their study. Some of
the propositions formulated by him during the talks with
Frei Betto sound non-traditional, because they are based on
the specific Latin Americam experience and because the Cuban
leader regards such a social phenomenon as religion with under-
standing, without a shéde of dogmatism, and his attitude to be-
lievers is that of/great respect. On the one hand, he is guided

by Lenin's well-knpwn observation that "political protests in
religious guise @are common to all nations at a certain stage of
their development",2 and on the other, he is faithful to the
Marxist theoretical imperative that any social question be ex-
amined "within definite historical limits, and, if it refers to
a particular country..., account be taken of the specific fea~
tures distinguishing that country from others in the same his-

torical epoch".3
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Therefore the Church, religion and the revolutionary poten-
tial of believers are eéxamined mainly within the span of e
last few decades and in the latin American context. Be§ides,
TPidel Castro-always draws on the well-known precept efpPrederick
Engels: "The history of early Christianity has notable pcints
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of Tesemblance with the modern Working class movement."  The book
shows the similarity between the present-day struggle of the
working people, led by the Communists, ageinst capitalist
exploiters and the struggle of early Christians against Roman
oppressors. "The word !'Communist! is now most hated by the
reactionaries,” Fidel Castro observes, "whereas at that time the
word !'Christian! was hated as much® (p. 329).

Pidel Castro elaborates .on the thesis, which he formulated
way back during his visit to Chile in 1971, that between revolu-
tionary Marxists and the. progressive segment of the believers
and the clergy in Latin America not only tactical, but a congist-
ent "strategic alliance for effecting social changes needed by
our peoples” is possible and necessary (p. 274). As is knowm,
in practiocal terms the policy of alliances, dialogues and coopera-
tion between Marxists and Christians is pursued by the communaistd
parties in Latin America on a fairly large scale in political
and socio-economic spheres. In the former this is seen, for
ingtance, from the fact that believers are admitted to Latin
American communist parties, not to mention cooperation of
communist and religious organisations in the struggle for peace,

human rights and environmental protection, and against local

dictatorial regimes (Chile, Paraguay and El1 Salvador). In the



socio-economic sphere, there operates, for instance, the movement
of Christiansjfor gocialism; believers take part in building a
new life in Cuba and Nicaragua; and there is the colleciivist
experience of Christian grassroots communities.

In a broader context, the strategic alliance between the
revolutionary forces of letin America and the progressive part
of the clergy, including parishioners, the Oatholic grassrcots
and some members of the episcopate, is most eggsential becausge
the believers make up the overwhelming majority of the Latin
American population, and there can.be no radical changes at all
without their participation. These changes are intended for the
popular masses, and an attempt 4o artificially turn millicns cf
believers into atheists within & brief span of time ig impracti-
cable and immoral, for it would mean coercion. Pidel Castrc
warns: "Under no circumstances ‘should ome think that deep-going
social changes, soc¢ialigm, and communism, involve interference
into the inner life of man and.deny the right of any human
being to independent thinking and religious beliefs” (p. 277).

It is easy to see that the call of the Cuban leader furla
strategic alliance with believers on the basis of utmost respect
for their religious ‘views rests on Lenin's well-known propousi-
tion: "No number of ;pamphlets and no amount of preaching can
enlighten the proletariat, if it is not enlightened by its -wm
struggle against the dark forces of capitalism. Unity in this
really revolutionary struggle of the oppressed class for the
creation of @ paradise on earth is more important to us than unity

of prolefarian opinion on paradise in heaven.“5



For all the importance of cooperation between Marxists
and religious people in the political and economic fields, 1% Is
in the moral and ethical sphere, Fidel Castro says, that a stra-
tegic alliance with renovating religious movements would be
most effective. Reviewing the original ideals of early Christia-
nity and most general moral norms of Marxism and the scciclist
way of life, the Cuban leader arrives at the comclusiocn thét
they are close to each other, but are diametzically cpposite
to the false values of camitalist society: "Christianity coincides
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with communism ten /times as much as with capitalism® (pp. 17-18).
Stressing repeatedly that Christianity st the outset appealed to
the oppressed and disinherited, was directed against injustice
and abuses, which is clearly/obvious, from the Sermon on the
Lount, Fidel Castro remarksgsy "I think Karl Marx could well have
subscribed to the Sermon ‘on the Mount" (p. 326).

The approach of t%e Cuban leader to Marxt!s classic formula,

"Religion ig opium of t/epeople", ie consonant with the idea of

strategic alliance with progressive Christians. As is known,
the true meaning of this formula was for a long time inaccurately
translated into other languages, as "Religion is opium for the
people”. Luckily, this distortion has been corrected, but debates

over this expressive phrase of Marx econtinues to this day.
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In October 1980, the leadership of the Sandinist National
Tiberation Front of Nicaragua, drawing on the experience Of the
victorious revolution, said in a special doeument on religious
matters that the formula should be viewed dialecticalldy, with due
regard for the conditions and needs of a concrete historical pro-
cess: "Our experience proves that when Christianss guided by
their religion, are capable of responding to the needs of the
people and history, then religion itself leads them onto the path
of revolutionary struggle® (p. 331),

Fidel Castro, for his part, remembering the lessons of the

Nicaraguan

Cuban and / revolutions, as well as the developments in
many other ILatin American countries, says that, in his opinion
"religion, from a political point of view, is in itself not an
opium, nor can it work wonders. -1t can he made opium or work
wonders, depending on how it ig usSed: either for protecting the
oppressors and exploiters or the oppressed and exploited, that
is, depending on the approach to the solution of political, so-
cial or material problems of man who is born in this world and
nas to live in it, notwithstanding theology or his religious
beliefs. In strictly political terms, and I believe I know some-
thing about politicls," Fidel Ccastro goes on, "it even seems to
me that one can be a Marxist while remaining a Christian and
work together with Marxists who are Communists to transform the
world" (p.333J.

In view ©f the need to build up the strategic alliance
between Ma;xists and revalutionary-minded parishionerst%%d the

grassroots clergy, the book examines from a new angle /  propa-



ganda of atheism and erude teehniques whieh are semetimes used to
this end and which provoke disunity among the working people.

Tt is well known that from the beginning of the revelution in
Cuba its leaders saw to it that the revolution should in no event
be looked upon by the people as an enemy of religion. "If that
had happened,” Fidel Castro once remarked, 'we would, indeed,
have done & service to reaction, to the exploiters, and not only
in Cuba but, above all, in Latin America."6 This is why one
should "avoid at any cost dectrinaire rhetoric which offends the
religious feelings of the population ineluding workers, peasants
and the middle strata, which would only benefit the exploiter
system. I should say," Fidel Castro remarks, "that in the face

of the new realities the appreach touthis problem and its treat-
ment by the Left should be ‘changed™ (p. 290).

The call of the Cuban.leader for strategic alliance and
mutual understanding among all who cherish the ideals of peace
and humanism works for cooperation even now, wherever the ques-
tions of religion and the relations between the clergy and so-
ciety produce socisd teéensions. Thus, among the first European
countries in which the book was published was Poland (July 1986),
where its appearance, according to fhx, a progressive Christian
association, was/ expected toc promote dialogue between the Church
and the state. Zenon Komender, Deputy Chairman of Poland's
State Council and alsc president of f&x, who introduced the
book to theyPolish reader, emphasised that "unity which Fidel
Castro calls for is very important not only today; it will be

of deciive significance in the twenty-first century as well".



Phese words are worth clese attention for it is impoessible
to safeguard peace and build a mere perfeet world eommunity
unless all peaple of goodwill unite, no matter what is. behind
their strigving for a life in peace and social justiee--the
Marxist understanding of history or unselfish and sincere re-

ligious belief.

Bateban Ona
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1 por details on the theology of liberation see Alvaro
Oviedo, Stepan Mamontov, "Theology of Liberation: A New Héresy?",
WMR, No. 3, 1986. Frei Betto (b.1944) joined the left Catholic
movement at an early age; he was arrested twice, organised grass-
roots Christian communities in Brazil, has written 16 books and
is a member of the International Feumenical Association of Third
World Theologians. He visited Cuba many times and has a good

knowledge of the country's achievements.--Ed.

2 y.1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. &yp. 243.

3 1pia., Vol. 20, pp. 400-401.

4 K. Marx and F. Engels, QOn Religion, Mgscow, 1957, p. 313.

5 v.I. Lenin, Colleeted/Works, Vol. 10, pp. 86-87.

6 “Pidel Castro y los cristianos revolucionarios. Folletos

monogrédficos”, Rutilio Grande, No. 6, p. 22.

¥ Granma, July 11, 1986.
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The Soviet scientist seid that the answer would not be &
cf_/«—:w )::[ccﬁcﬁ. ,E.r(c_:é C{m\amdﬁ ‘ "'516"—"3“—4 secdece b é,ur\
found in.fslamic dogma. In moat cases, Islam'is not merely a

d,:_;‘.}(,, S @rim . Q/C/végq /C:ZL A.!.c,/t é-—*’-— acﬁ'rp /dtu/“J-'f- s
religion but rather en ideological and political trend with
/)o/z‘?-é % An & levordet e e © o RN e /(:u_f. Qﬁ:ﬂcif_
far-reaghing end quite gecular goals. Semou Pathe Gueye gene-

2 re bch lde o 2~ IL¢4 oofe Al bect Q’{‘G_" DS Lolav.®
'réiiyfggr;éd with this point of a {iew and dréw attention to e

— a—u_,{[:LCZ/ ?-C/Gm:'-‘,etc}\ "c"\.“{f—ﬂ C,m[Cramcof i o .Ji L~ ('I(-’;lyc,f
the fact that the revival of religious, particularly Islamic’

e w?ﬁv—ﬁw!-‘-—-‘ éo“[/:!",v\.l_,,;;q 0[21-(7‘ €Yy b S<inden
consciougness elso results fram a failure to meet the spiritu-
LecmyTe ¢ emm Gorern /;dr_, f/y-lfr&rc/ box ¢ Yopi b de eotfre
al requirements of people who, in the face of "the world of

Lim dd/g-}'f\éb &t cn Qi A A Lerrn be. pire lw,'wé»;'.q,:_ﬂ
thingg" and the surfelt of information, seek an idea, even
S [ei ramemesin Oen ¥ e se nels len mel Ae e .
utopian, .like the one for which ﬁ;ny had given their lives in

the past. - “.
83,& ‘3»(.)-& 4/& (\,«"q (/(r-ﬁwn 3¢‘7/b)roz(-\fc\ b~ oA Z/n,-,(-_,,_
Be that as it may, there is evidence of an inerease in
‘{o':’ ,«;'//nt 4 Lo PYBPN : .S':‘——,Ju_—; of sando vl len U ernfoC P
sie muiber of believers. According to the data cited-at the

_ 6&,{2.}4...(-{.-,.,.".&-,(/‘-1,,,_ér_.s.'e_cfl_.f.- Jsf@ ﬁ?,/y,_o.—ﬁ .o Torpncrr... I
symposium, thére are row some 800-850 million Moslemg in_*he

e o B

cecceamins Ao jlemenladlin edem (¢ 1 e ol h by e (decloysl, #Sbor
world., The.political and ideologieal influence of the Moslem
e cnlomch fedv - onltn  Favn'of £ &5’(&4‘( ‘
clergy hags, st the ‘same time, been growing. They are in full
/{,:MC:'__ t’/k’l-‘n(& “I{G-‘ fmCG /“ ........ JC. (\/fn'\' C/L éé.— 4:,‘/-\([2‘(, ycﬁ'_g(_/(
control of state power in Iren; they ere represented on the
pdilmbte N ALOE e, seof vt oAb Aacifen

government {h the Sudani they run state ingtitutions in Saudi
U’/[!/&f}f‘dc— M""-" /e?" %@l‘l""/f\r /(’//"V‘ é"’f\ N éri//;'.f/nrﬁ4 /C’- 7 —__
Arabia and other Gulf states; they have been expanding the old
2L ez, ¥ c«r/;o"/@f: /lf-ﬁjffr’w’:ééfai 7’“1%«,‘{ b o el Lelor.
religious organisations end setting up new ones. ;
Dol drreal o lleole dias femelde pol AT
Although the law in many countries bans religion~based ER S
foorklomer GYgelleamoln @ema Ls (o pfroplers pefeTilcys 4c tifn
political parties, Islamic groups have been successfully seeking g
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involvement in polities and exerting an influenece on the eco-
C/‘A dk, £ A M e y llfcrinate eviypn G,
nomic end social spherefand even on external relations, The
/Mvsﬁ-ncf- ijm\ € P adid/e. ; /@ /i U/]/C“("‘" O/Al‘i‘f/’—f\
Ormﬂrluatlon of TIslamic Conference, comprlslng tens of coun-
/‘,_«1 JS/GM o~ 774%54- /ufw(c»éa»t - o é—?’# e
tr es with g predom{hantly Moslem population, has been active

yc'/- ng'yd.f‘,
on the international scene.

1

T iias ?,Q%_.@:me_.; /9 Feo f,,
The 1ntensif1cat10n of the Islamlc factor eceurred in the
yMerde, u (GH 0 Grin beginde ) 5yomretomepotamtmon— 0/l
197Cs and early 1980s agalnst the background of growing cr1sms
Plecnsmds @ Doyl c/éﬂﬂlur becplegen #iae LA atlorinin
developments and ggends which covered the polltlcal, gconomic
alg it LR Cpenman  cgrelenln tig ol l/nv-ozz/}ﬂfz, Jyp-é—:,a,é-
835’30ulal spheres where the ruling circles failed %o consoli-
g ﬂd e b T2 Ye Ole (Dﬂwsf /éf‘/t‘“'-"f': & piience 4/”0\ C/”"Q“/C
uaue{aﬁtlonal 1ndependence or to ensure social progress, The
uc,rv:cl— D Ilrs G- £ S/G/h P{NW /i——( 62’1({4: - S /»aru’b-h, éuff :
— failure of the bourgeoisie allenated the urban petty-bourgeois
),L/ﬂ/ J’A!L/)z- fc !--’/4 L or f e d e l‘éﬁén'\ﬂ/;’""“-""' //’/&- 4'—’;’62 1S "’[Oé( D‘l.‘ é/’L
strata and the peasantry. The gitua ‘}pon was further aggravated
/f-L ce e, ;_ué,:.vws- 2 biprad AC/e ‘ﬂM%, afq Aq‘d’[( v O/c’déf“ %)'}/(‘. -
by v;despread corruption, bureaucratisation of the state
reaTAC Acr—e"vﬂ—-é-fi—‘t‘-‘-- Setip leqet, 4..11;& bLecrcenme. f__ Lo iiclovmp
apparatus, parasitism and embezzlement’of sgtate funds. This
e . el d,z«M&JLa. " S i ,ré-ﬁ ey e ywﬁﬂcq{ﬁ{—(,— L /c(é%/ é"«s
opporiunity was seized by the rellﬂlous forces, which acted as i
dfr“ .....(‘/C/[ /(_('m“/cqrr._zt ff\,Lq 4(_!4 y( T/W"ln‘-ﬂ //9/7(4 a;(é-r?c, d&(\, Ve e Jgp /_
tihe political leader of the broad popular masses
i Bo piclsr dopr illliinia  dige, erll wt Sop by e
”hese forces were able to use the tenaclty of archaic
easa: lerin  Focdi b pin hullene b/d ler.
soclal aﬂzvsplrltual sf;uctures characteristic of the countries
£sbs J"”lv‘(/’c e f.?«ur-/t Slglorda /d/&—w.a-/(
of the Bast. The desire to speed up the soclal restructuring |
),c?‘n/\ €A, A’?ﬁ"ﬁ‘tﬂ-—v-. 4"1./‘-"]/“”\‘& f:/{‘ nO(l/,en'\.u,g O DG dhnmey
Tformer colonies end semi~colonies aggravated the gonfronta—
Ats‘“]-vmlncfu_ Jf’"c,-,{cp/CL a/f,q(_/c, eq/,,éJ/en, (ﬂ(.)(qn/aég ((/f@,ny/ /f?t;sz!f/C[(_
tion between those whé pose 3 ag advocates of modernisation and
b s3tedl d’mccffmb’t
the fundamentalists, ell the more so as this desire did not
// Phyonomt b Tho et Loglornl pofirme !W\ Crcely  dogmdloile. o0 lon Cr La_
nauerlailse in actual measures aimed at conomic, cultural and

Domy/fm’y)‘-i\ .f dLCrAz—— ( 4 [//‘J //}7‘—\, m&m’?%q
cial development but was 1ned merely to borrow1ng end im=-
Tt e 7 3 & M ’ ”“""‘ va Lef enlervne. o B g
Kienulnb bourgeois development models and the worst aspects of

4 #  &5 C’J’/ "{ -’/“v’\m‘-u W  dvart, Ab{’é(.
Vestern c1v1l sation,
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Lenin once remarked that "political protests in religious M
iL C;"'W\ i /[d,[éf{i’- /4" /'J %@“ﬁu"ﬂ L{ f:"/(f; by encaanCirn J;t t)/ C:‘,\
guise are common to all nations at a certain staﬂe of LITEer R

§ 200 g Mede, ML,\.;Z‘-MU\ Ao colconlery .. “"’ "/L"é"/d{—

ag%eLopwent Thus, Moslem clergymen happened £o some

- -l - M’mﬂm Jddn %#ﬂ/x—/pt&f 454//1'\ &4//&!"
Cl o]

countries at the hea most revolutlonary’ gpheavqls in ¢e~

-

T et
cent years, as it was strikingly manifested by the overthrow -&erwﬂvm
. tlrfrtzinde
of the Sheh monarchy in Iran, Rouzbeh Navid péﬁﬁf“&'ﬁu¥”fﬁau {¢¢@a
N 2l 2 R . /3T sl
d'fﬁg 533?"?25?3& 1;971;?gﬁu$%é ézrtuallj thé enly possible J‘,,ﬁfb
()m O/cﬂ_,.f*v’v‘—'- ifJﬂrdb- i B
form of protesi and struggle. . R
Trenide. 19%F Sbet dewoni Sl - Fonolnclis
The Pebruary 1979 revolution in Iran/h&d a national-deno-
b n:hdi 2 /O,Jokr* end) - Mmoncnsil R WHT - eyr Aot S
cratic dfacter, with a popular, anti-momarchic and anti-im-
)54 }f(« e (duclapiadehis p 1™ V) co/uﬁ&ﬂﬂ-m/ ~y A et
perlallsi content, A large section, of The Shiite clergy, led by
a{aL rEjr s L-["me/q(-\. 4‘/4-’7 &J’ch_ _)ém(bfk 61”67/44 @o’flf,,
Khomeini, supported the people's revolutionary demands under
L-(L— _[.-5-,4-,..-,?‘4; j}/""“- aqu‘ﬁ wwéﬁ 0-1/&-/6( [N cc‘/péﬁ vee {5%6/‘_
the Shah regima and prg, ised, freedomyand justice within the
73, iAY eden, berrn /;’4&»,1,6 y’czf’)va\
framewori of Islamic rule,“This extended the clergy's social
c’n,ém . enlue.  A/yefeiee f’n’-((bx Lo dlnn afma‘e A Benendad, .
se and assured it of { support of millions of wor}clnb
2 u Ao~ i Non clentle, Y oinlete (/o Seofen S
people. During that ‘period, the clergy was fge main opp031tloﬂ
borehifon 2 cemiferdon )9r&r1« g/ferr&f; i v Dadaiie b
force whgch was able to egtablish direct ‘contact with the mas—
f&cqu . J‘ng(,L gr/w/‘!f 01&5/4& dpen Tude ¥ Peilind '
ges ahd gpread its ideas throunh the mosques. The other organi-
4&7& 4r 3&/'": «_.9(4,0 //Qé,_ &

sations, espe01ally the Peoplefs Party of Iran, did not have

such en opportunity.
o ijda\ L b evriag . ;&4 wle. JIIL /"é’(/,,.,,\_,u:
Tao February rewvolution in Tran overthrew the Shah regime,
{ e e 72y 4 aMJéﬁflﬁ —j‘dﬁ-e&w’ﬁ’—ﬂb—, f/{pqgnﬁyd e &ff:ﬂ fc-rw;‘}—’(
ut failed to fulfil its main task3° economic and gocial trans- .
ﬂ/p"»(.m’)/mé'tt “t écr\ad Sy en¥’- 7(.(‘,47" ).9—( ’péﬂﬁ JCJcnc h&&.
formations and%a con31stently 3ntlmlmperlallst course. Abdul. _Rahe
o Bl arsinnin S le Pl s ﬂ’%n—{,,,\.l_“
man. Awadallah explalned the Iranian revolution's quick re-
96/ e<. 4{,;,&:.& b—l.d’“n\ ?&’/‘N 45“/7&40(% P o o sl beir M’b
versal precisely by the fact that it did not take a clear-cut
LA c.,{f?)crwa_ L2 & % ,[Dfr, c!ﬂ‘f FekE. }’, F e s Aetle, )“'\- o _)/Q‘f’c’)’r.m
svancd on progress and did not apply the slogan, "Rellglon is
Y €demnc, ) e oy U

for God, the Homeland is for All%,
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The ideas and positions of meny contemporary Islamig,polil

yf‘l&:_r. Aureges edle. Ao rnaed )n/}/L Mﬁ»,ﬂ Qe G c'c,é, —
tical novemen s are similar to the wdy of thinking and woxrk
Mw" bon gy, /9.

adopted by revoiutlonary Christians in Medieval Europe. rThese

Ay kutod or “clin Cc T MU‘%M&- > emene o & Hop b L
movements also advocate a return to the "golden age™, to the

?)é?;,g__ CV.QW D L ch(r%/dr/”-
social system that existed at the time of the Prophe’c Mohearmed.,

et Yo~ L deofepll. HNer foccsl we. Moy ~~-:7"/;E Proprenn bery
Hence uhe narrog.; Hmlndedness and dogmatism of héir 1deolou;£,

v enda. S thin - &e
gtﬁhe ﬂor resul S ofg%@él?pi}o&ﬁyaﬁdges wgen put “into praut“e.
A . £ & P4 edr ~ ¢ dece
“In s:Lx”geenub c’éntury Eu’?opgf‘pe‘gs{nt m%bv"érﬁ'grcllts p'Jroduﬂed
Wy A crc & pencen &/ ‘/d/\,’affcf Oéx,ﬁfob&r , Bonc
only weak and Tragmented communal rellclous groups, while
n-e_(/nc/c, eagoof b P bty ptat Ve cf’/ue.’/f Ci b or Yo Gerclfdler
creating a favourab {e cllma'te for the consolldatlon of feudal
¢1€4 01{“‘,\ A; d,\,_J‘JW é“%n/c_. 74fq£rr, yCLch,/‘..
despotism. On t"ﬁe peasan war 1n Germany, BEngels wrote: " The
te f) bnen Hclleons. e ér—yu e v ramms c‘uén:/ Ufene VRN CY 6 Yo //;{
most moagnificent revolutionary oef fort of the German people .
2 $s drega O £e, b ‘,d D2a u@ )
eadcd in ignominious defeat end;sfor the time being, 1n re-
’ 4 cgcv- o anc ‘/c(‘tqff-f‘ Lo £ NMO
doubled oppression."’ The pe.rtlc{ ants 1n the symp051wn were
/p(qdcé\\ /s /C.m... &Jﬁ:m&_ )-nv‘gén Cf S A de ,)0551" , 9/0&, —
of the opin'on that this'characterisation also applies to the i
g)a,Van & . d‘—' & (&ﬂ"\'m“ﬂdv\ Jenre. ¢rhl € C(,('OQ
utcorie of the Islamic revolution in Iran, which was 1ed’ to a
‘g( e Pal /,dep&r_,t JF»:/qdo« ”\/‘('\.’f i Dfr’l([’!‘uﬁ/\
ndeof ent" at the hands ofl the reactionary religious leaders,

who took over power after the pOpular ingsurrection.

- Ir\can_ deocse ,Lg-o.lae;.a_u—ﬂc /L{VI/PM
The Ira.m.afr rev utlon has, tm’%le same tlme, left a con-

/'[(,&F‘ / iy - Folew.SapiaG e o/
L.crableg"an% tch imgact‘on tge 1deolog§ and pféc ?“o"""'“‘“‘

-9 ree b - 5 Py ﬁuﬁﬁ[p Bos.... 8L - Lrncle b o f& losoni et Ol
popular m movements§ 11 the Moslem countries. 1¢ has éerVed as an

o Pt o e iy ] A P Gy fen Qor oy s
1ncenwva for the creatlon of Islamlc-omen’ced organxsatlons.

J ,Lnﬁq—d& Srreole Al ol Jn.a-allfv/&,/‘
In Ira ; for instance, ma rellglous gro ps became more active
let o fonen? O Yoo N b g/ g/ )( 0 Sy I Aty c {tyé’ o Lor.
1n advoceting the est blls ent of a religious state. Similar

/)( A 2 ers c,f/mq tor © * g C,nag ,,/Mmm,,_ Yo . R g L 2

currents have sprung up or ar active in other Arab countries
L‘,p(-/o'uu £ At J!m{ éA/r)/c Cr 4,/(.‘ Ye e ¢[,f/é,

and alse, in Turkgx, p dones:t.a and Seregel. The present Tehran

?f, ”’)4—» Jobren ~6)imI "\”4(/"”‘ ok Sropnin © Jheoet ¢ Frre f’;-a‘a-p.‘a‘","
ade " its intention to export the

Folc’cl ' : bo—w/Gin bl lo }r("’f‘
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“Is‘;:rc Revolution”, gomething the Communists resolutely

oppose, Paleh Abdul Jabbar emphaslsed.
[fendlec Lone del. Degnge-le 3c oy eYoyq
In thls confext dzg;s uestion was raised at the Niecosia
e Llde s 58" fale~eloel SCocels 7 fonst gellon oSk bams oCr  £3/pely
symposium: ere there any grounds for Western medla allegauloﬁg
Ca /S/CM-\ ﬂ/&mod& 40/4«.-\ /)/4,//'10/” PN/ Rt 6(
that “the Iglamic boom" has affected the popuf;tlon of regions
éc‘y 45-’7’1 ,n/-/c,gerf% Lr Dprmel I er rder 2 b T
the Soviet Union traditionally influenced by Islam? = S
Qhret 15 bendereg  Su honde Lo los 35 . 0 Seny il T
The experience of the socialist countries, including the .
p//e,[u-c.—r\. LB e et yioma.. o .. 20 paerndlBien. /(‘(r\mz’7/4
Soviet Union, has shown, Akhmed Iskenderov sald; that the ques-.
Do U/I‘gC/L'\ /0 u/ﬁﬁo N5 Crre Ll ol P Y
e of <

tion of religion 1s 0 he most 1ntrlcate problems. Marxism-

%At}zmﬂ { s Jatere {{ e en ke (4_
-f;nlnlsm llnkgy he weéﬁenlng infldenee of religion and its
é"lci//l/(..\ (& &’/fn.u\ . ({eq //,//f)O/t \/M(J/-m__ 4// 2470
gradual dlsappearance to the féstructuring of soclety

. 2 9 Q P e, s s o Nl 6P A (’afn-«.af
Il zere ar no gagy ways to bulldi the material end technl al

-/ﬁvﬂo/mw ln/ g}/ il - de . . JageqlCrin. .. /rqéfn—'_,
basis of social ism, it s evén harder to reshape human COHSulous-
dlaperfocrat . 7L “'d”'t Lihrncsni. .. Lapia ol ek ek o

neds, espedially raligious eonsciousness. It calls for unflagzing
va-q&_../‘-.. ,g,, e S5 crncéc‘.ﬁ, 4-‘/“{“4 T W T &5 ¢ e L e PErsaa_
viention, painstaking work end much time. el sirnblltl.

Aeddi ve ment sl @rtbIhnit, Cra,  focnse fanGmemn /) , Lt Jagcn o
Failur to meet material and spiritual requir nts, in-

uefrlc« (44 r-_s,'\‘,ﬂ o p(ef,v-o fu_.r k/a&f P!fz 42/2,l
sufficient atten ion to th 1nd1V1dual end bewilderment in the
!’J/"\-v(/( boatl  ecsrinan M/’A/ A _Jafld.a_cgf, e Vogene.
face of th extremely complex and diversified problems of our
b/féu " X o Mg 44’*'7"“""—""’4? ¢ ot /Z""“"4
aay, auch es tH’pthre of thermonuclear catastrophe, the con-.
v-L &f}(é Qorﬂ—)gﬂf [(J‘)(J/n(‘fk Ders f,f{ 7&“*?4 ,( IL#-{M Wi L./]éjz/‘
adl:}ory consequeneces 0f the scientific”and technical revolu~
JW&" Crfindin Aol —tolifougen Hw&dQﬂ/mmﬁ4éi-nmmdq

tion, and the enviromment degradation--all of these cen promote
(/ }t—w&“—» a““}"\/\ A & Aéé'w,:_ c e é TV P

a yearning for religion es e compensation for what men is denled

by the society gper T
g/);,./ (\/,,,,_w ,;/,_uy_f mo(,/m
The CP3U has always taken the creative Marxigt approach in
L ppa i Ny ipa 4 fpncliian 2 /Q/Jo/» degrer leacly e ym;/(«
assessing the.social role of religion and the durability of
/C{q.CwT £ ycéiﬁ?b((—- QL( B Y f B ek §o._._%;»f- dé’é/Z‘\, Ai
religious mass consclousness. ?2§4§ov1et state has never waged
? e (VrnG/f_ré\r'C 4&;«5( g SACH e &7 ﬁu{&cﬂt&(’/m CL’ O\
a struggle ageinst bellevers @ belief in God but it has always
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/vb‘ i&mm 5 OM,,C,W P P2 A’ﬂ\ ”O/‘/-éh(’“‘" (y;‘;’ O/")"/"""/ eriay...
been resolutely opposed to attempts by the exploiter classe

Z/»//Cn/j?Cf'mme. n-—é_ D ¢> Ao e Jmcf, /C_rlo’u....o-L j,,/ Cféo- ereng
to use the religious gentiments of bellevers, and againfat® the

v ol f({frif\ Li Ny Cé(‘—“/" 9’5"{4 (rq//c-’)‘—/m‘-ﬂ"ﬂ— beey /Lp_,l
manipulation of religion to shape &n ideology expressing the
cr St C’/Lr S°s X é‘ <.
class lnuerests of the enemies of socialism. Artlcle 52 of the
?2, dncotoles. Go it R % SsS R (Vs 7‘/(, ery  SAEn ¢ 0; ',ré;_&
Constitution oi’ he USSR states ncitizens of the USSR 7 o
L~ v Vona 5Ju L ol y < e ofmenc 44 o [ i é,/{)&n d

2
guaranteed freedom of conscience, that is, the ra.ght to profess

Dran Yeeldts nse et yede Ja-(m:',(
or not to profess any rellg:r.on." Incitement of Log 111ty or

lCJ"ﬁf“- Leow, {54"“—"\-—'\ }/ cgcé CL') Lo Acy CPena 3 ‘7
h'ﬁ:reu on religious grounds i I‘Ohlblt by Leaw. {1cle 34

Aol DEQ = ';358 Yoo Besler: —‘—-DnuCJcn/g
of uhe Constltutlon sggates- nCitizens of the USSR are equal

Mm/‘.‘ Jvrtrm& - /r-4 3;:"!._ l/—‘\'rrvd-h‘-") e //74/ C,M}-?(/f( f/r . dﬁ S
before the law, without dlstlnc’clon of or igln, ‘social or pro=-
< d”/] IC‘M) '-—A‘Z" 5/" -u.é'/ { 4{!11"’54- éfl‘ H‘-C-ﬂf;-u_ S/MJIJ“ 0%_&
perty stgtus, race or nationality, sexy education, language
i 2 2‘-‘(‘ . o S-SC 8 y”" ‘;L/crr.q,. Mﬁ“ lo-‘g‘_‘
end attitude to religion... The equal rights of citizens of the
2 <N 'j‘-f A /1. /)4-—-@/ LJ(M - f—Z{h A‘f\«.-.dc.._ &y° ?e ch Af(-' a e 4 *,dzkl\ ly
USSu are guaranteed”in ell fields ‘of economic, political, social °

and cultural ll e /‘) daplisL oy crorm 4LT lenlerdle 0 g pib
Chn bt (l% .(}Jp/jdwl vt dinderler £ 8reane den. e
7" The S s pOll with respect to religion and believers

10 no bas on the truth r..nd reall , &8 it is in every other ‘
A 4., clerdlefp oo "“4&« 6N vM 5—&—6—&4—4&\/ T ", cr Cer
’;}(dzaérﬁ“c‘éhaf"é £ '}:Jocn.al life. The Party has made 8 rea 1stlcvgssesés<: e

SScfineder . Aacng o1 irlogeti: Leornegende.. . ol wen celerp
flen‘f/o* %he stgtef 'ﬁ = e?'/g’m:"tL in the light

of things in this spher
6.7#4; b o fp bl .. jm;% A Ay 00,
the declslons of “4tg 27th Congress, demands scrupulous ob-—

PREAE

servan ¢ of the constltutlonal guarantees of freedom of con-

e B by GOL. ol dhoy degl, Remadluin b ilky
cience. That is not a polli of e:zped:r.ents, but the Commun~ ~ o<’

m‘ € btvr [ADvn han Tine begl, o/mess Iacn bk Coy
ists' strategic line based on principle “end on Merx's idea that
enciende Ll o WS edmdidl P e vee frresint  Hegpenen
"o practise his own particular religion is expressly included

DY’YAJ/“% 4 o— !('1/"' ’})J/—-" c
anon he rights of man". ; 5

’ */2«/; pregipendey S pke” wHelade o ndbin
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religious faith, that the Soviet Union is intolerant offlsla
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and that it is even.taxlng steps to banish it from the f¥fe of 5o Loadd
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the Moslem population of the USS It was said at thcisymposium
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that thére are now more than fABOO mosgues operating in thc
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Soviet U 1on, and t £ scores W’ﬂOSQieS h E$ opened
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in recent years. Moslem clervymen are “rainedgliiy a tae0¢o~1cal
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acadeny and medgese, whlcdfoperate legally. The/partlclpaﬁts in
/a. Ly megincn S QA lae a¢rdce /—;/f.n-._ 2l e
f% ymposium p01nted out that the class enemy has ma11c1ous‘{
‘;5/‘:,“ Darv/ww-’ ddnc{cr/o—/ &C—JL fngen de% d’st-;, c{_a/J
slandered the Soviet Union and inflated the "Igslamic problem® ’
e  —— 6,‘{-4-4£/9 Ae  hevsarn gue NWelorce  locymedforyrtorb—
cut of all proportlon not out offany cen€ern for believers or
Yy e/\) % df%);.;dc_ Acgh.)épzeja b e 446/:_ a(c:_/fmme (
human rlgh{;, bai order to dmeite @iscontent in the liberated
/c/\df('wcd (M S ;ﬁ-lc{/uﬁ. ZL/.;, ty/‘(m.
countries end even hogtility teo the socialist perspective,
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logy and Is 1c political movements in many Moslem coun%ries
T @74“41?——5—@{—6‘ L /\‘a)é. ZI/!‘(_,\ £ (@«t Dol Lo R r/(y'fg,*
the participants in the.symposium mentioned the repression con-
/((mf-—_)/-"l/ﬂ. e WII\F/’(M
stantly conducted by the governments against communist and

o

worizers' parties and the secular progressive forces. Here are
/_gu 4 e e l:t—p\ erels Cer Vug&, Wm—h—e/myg\ lt/l.ﬁ,; de D ga L‘_h/‘_
sone of the facts. Among the 13 paxtles from thé non-socialist ¢ :
o&,; / é{/ @J\.. [V S )/’ ) //\-- Ca C&ﬂf{ (7 /3 /AM_:\ f) "ﬂ"/f’haw y “T
world representeg’at NlCOSla eight are baﬂned The Sudanese
7“‘4' cAondidcy Bfen £ P Aenca \/(/uqév‘ﬂ/‘u
Conmunlst Pariychas only recently come out of the 'underground,
/C{X ; k N"er‘ o’f‘, /f/°//! j"’“d‘fﬂd‘—’l Lo C/d”/dé‘h
following the overthrow of th Nlmelrl dlctatorshlp in 19 5
éfé(ét“)"’ (’144(4\ }{/J 4v~ 0 P S LS AT Lo > b [6;{,&_ oz'/ﬂm.«,
The Lebonese Communist Party, which is égeratlng in the open,
Heye Adro e’ d-,’ e!-rff 24 G{Vtrc/ti P /A /7/:ny¢4. Cn e
had fﬁe intention of delevatlng to the symposium its CC member
& doctor of philosophical sciences,
4 Hussein Mroue,/but he was assassinated on Pebruary 17, 1937.
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Terrorism against Commnists has become daily practice in
p Aine pel
Indonesia, Saudi Arebia, Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Bahrain, Jordan
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characteristicesof virtually all the countries represented at

s

o o

the symposium. Thus, the demands of the working masses in Iran,
irrespectivesof their gubjective understanding, have largely
determined the scope of the Fel:ruary revolution and limited

the urge wof the Shiite orthodox clergy to reduce the tasks of
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the revolution solely to restoring "the laws and rules of the
Shariat". According to the representative of the People's ‘Barty
of Iran, this contradiction between the people's interesis and
the governmeni's actions underlies the growing dissatisfaction
of the magses and the alienation from the reactionary regime
of growing strata of believers, including some religious quar-
ters.

In Saudi Arabia, opposition has become more active among

the Shiites in the eastern part of the country particulerly
aficr the ovents in Iran. Another movement representing the
Sunni majority of nine million is against the corruption and
againgt

bribery in the state epparatus, end/the US presence, under the
religious slogan of "liberation from the infidels". In 1979,
its supporters took over thé.mosque at Mecca. In Béhﬁéiﬁ, the
government has made unsucgcegsful attempts through its loyal
clergy to control the patriotic and democratic-minded religious
forces.

Religion is becomingione of the most important channels
for the opposition to establish contacts with the masses in
Indonesia end Turkey. Tslemic trends are developing with expli-
¢itly anti-imperialist and humenitarian tendencies. Haydar Kutlu,
CC General Secretary of the Communist Party of Turkey, has sai
that growing political activity by religious trends was one of
the important faetors thatmﬁiﬁftrated the US attempts to depoli-
ticise Turkey, 'that is, to / the people away from thinking
about their future. In Indonesia, differentiation has sharpencd

between opposition Islamic groups advocating a religious state
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of religion,

and those demanding real democracy and freedom )/ like the

"Abangan Moslems",

In the §ﬁ§§g, the "Moslem Brothers" is demanding dmmislamic
constitution, while another organisation, the "Republiean
Brothers", is opposed to this demand as running couff¥eér io the
gpirit of Islam and the reglities of the time, whieh call for
realism in attending to celestial and secular affeirs. The
population in the south of the Sudan has alsg Tesisted the
Islemic constitution.® The country's Communissk Party believes
that the confrontation between the revolutienary-democratic
and the right-wing forces does not sprifng from the antithesis
ol Islamic ideas and atheism, bu?t from the antagonism between.
democracy end dictetorship, between  justice and sociel oppres-
sion, Thos;;re the lines on(which, the battle over the nature of
the future constitution ighbeing, fought: it will either entrench
the people's gains, the countey's sovereignty, and the basic
rights and democratic freedoms, or it will legalise the dictator-
ship of the ruling class and deprive the people of the fruits
of their strugglerzzy ;Eéig, the most reactionary religious
pariy, Jamaat-e-~Islamig, ‘advocates "pure Islam', but its polic
makes it evident thabtmuch of its inspiration comes from fascist
dictatorships. On/bhe other hand, the ideas of early Islam pro-
vide a basis for.progressive scholars advocating the principles
of equality, broftherhood and mutual help.

A peper presented by Al-Nah] makes an attempt to sum up
the ideologigal trends of the religious political forces active
in the Argb countries. Most of them make ethical and moral cri-
ticisms of the evilg;ihe ugly development of dependent capital=-

lsm. Apart from a few exceptions, however, they do not question
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the "sacred" right of private property- Some, like the "Al-
~llodrasi® group in Iraq, have proposed a tmiddle—of~the~road" .
Tslamic solution through the creation of & wide network [Ofyco-
operatives.

In the political sphere many, including those oppesed U0
the existing dictatorships and suppression of demoexracy, re-
ject the idea of 2 modern secular state and callifor a return
to the past when religious and secular powers were in the some
hands. Thus we have here o wide spectrum of adews, ranging fronm
direct defence of the feudal-capitalist soeial system to vari-
ous forms of petty-bourgeois reformism. The,latter trend has,
as the authors of the paper say, the potential for developlng
towards what is now known as "liberation theology", especially‘
in view of the enti~imperielis¥ tendencies predominant in 1t:
resistonce to US dominationy against Isroel's expansionismn,
and against the plunder of the region's natural resources.

e dovelopment of Hepghdent copitalism in the Arsb coun-

teTes smd the intensifying struggle over nationsl ond social

patriotic tendencies.

A major role in, this struggle belongs to the peasantry and
the middle strata of town and country which are most susceptible
to Islam and consequently tend to protest in religious forms,

A correst assessment by Communists of the existing potential~
ities and the gpread of their parties' influence among the
nasscs will moke it possible to channel this protest into libera-
tion theology and so preven®t reaction from using it against the

forces of progress.



Allignece Policy, a Line of the Masses

The Communists regard cooperation and interaction with
progressive Islamic organisations and o section of the Moslen

clergy oS a strategic line of their alliance policy in coun-

trics whore believers form o mojority of the population. The

frateynsl porties are guided by Lenin's idea that "unity in

- this really revolutionary str&ggle by the oppressed class for

the creation of e poradise on earth is more important ... than

unity of proleterien opinion on paradise in heaven".7
llany speakers at the symposium stresged that Communists

have no right, consciously or accidentally, to play up to

Islemic reaction, which lays emphasis ‘o, the tenets of faith

and rejects any ties with atheists., Religious credo is the

Qﬁféahéi'dffﬁif of e?ety-individual;:whiie!pplitical and social

forces should proceed fromexXisting realities end the require-~

ments of the strugzle at each concrete stagp. Ideological dif-

Tferences ghould be moved into the background when it comes to

sol.ving common and vital problems, for that is the only way to

"gucgess in developing alliances.

These problems range over a wide area, including the
struggle for national interests, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, end ageinst imperielist and Zionist aggression. They
involve a hogt ofigconomic aend sociel problems relating to un-
derdevelopment, and neocolonial exploitation, to the establish-
ment of polidical democracy end defence of human rights under
dictatorial regimes of.various stripes. They also include in-
ternational solidarity}gblving global problems of today, above

all, in averting o world nuclear war.
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The imperialist "divide and rulce” policy nas left a deep.
scar on the life of the less developed countries, although co-
loniglism hae long since been eliminated. Following the estecb-
lishment of Pekistan and Bangladesh, gﬁgig has been lefT with
o 100-million Moslem "minority". Turkish occupation and NATO
schemes have led to the partition of ngrﬁé and the establish-
ment of a secessionist state inhabited by Turks on 37 per cent
of its territory. Peaee in the Sudan has for several years been
disrupted because the non-loslem minority im the south has been
denied legitimate rights.

Of especiel importance to the Communists of these coun-
tries is the slogan: "Religion is fox/Ged, the Homeland is for
ALL®, together with the principles 0f freedom and equality of
2ll the religious persucsion, cnd struggle to safeguard the
notion and its cohesion. Thaot ig the basis on which the Suda~
nese Communist Perty is,ceoperating with the forces advocating
a seculor constitution, and/at believes that Sheriat can be no
more then o component element of the fundomentel law of the
state. The Communist Porty of India has been fighting ageinst
Hindu chaouvinism and for the protection of Moslem lives and
property, and for theyofficial recognition of the Urdu language,
which many of theml@peak. At the same time, the CPI has strong-
ly condemned the sseparatist tendencies, fuelled, in particuler,
fron Pokistans The party has compaigned for the unity of the
labour movenient ageoinst reactionary attempts to split the
unions end isolate the Moslem working people.

- = T

Agggeﬁﬁdﬁ-Sfﬁﬁfbﬁ soid that AKEL, among whose co~found-

ers were 'also people from the Turkish community, has for over
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six decades been defending the principle of equality and bro-
therhood of ¢ll Cypriots regardless of origin and religiocus.
persuasion. Today, with the island partitioned end occupied,

the party cannot openly reach out to the Moslem masses in the
north. The majority of those are Cypriots who heve for centuries
lived in peace and security with their compatriets from the
Greelk community. There are, however, religious fanatics who

have mostly come from Turkey in recent yearssn In this difficulst
situatlion, AKEL has done everything it cghato support the pro-

gressive, anti-separatist forces and to p¥omote a spirit of

»
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lonal unity aond solidarity ameng Cypriot emigres. In London,
for instonce, where there are{now more Greek and Turkish Cyp~-
riots than there are in Nicoésie, 4he two communities work to-
gether to restore their.common homeland's sovereignty and
territorigl integrity.

The specific cims of the Communists and of the progressive
lloslem movements in the struggle agoinst despotic regimes are
ever nore frequently idéntical. In Tﬁfkéi, for instance, there
is the demand for & repenl of Articles 141 and 142 of the Cri-
minal Code, which effeetively outlaw the Communists, and
Article 163, which“bans political activity by religious forces.
The latter erticle/is by no mecns designed to safegucrd the
secular character of the state, but to suppress any opposition
taliing a religious form. The Communist Party of Turkey, éii,
iiégi soidy,ylo fighting for thc repeal of the three enti-demo-

cratic el GgLlea.
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democrooy For the people and respect for their elementary poli-

tienl end social rights, Communists cnd Moslems sometimesyfind

thenselves not oniy'on the scme side of the barricades, 'but

PR ST e - om e

0..80 fighfiﬁg-éh5ﬁidéf'fé'sﬁédidér. That is what happened during

the lJovember 1979 uprising in Saudi Arabia, which.swept through

00 towms and villages. When the religious leaders vaw that the

Cormunists were prepored to sacrifice their lives for the com~

' oand that they were being im-

prisoned end tortured in the same way a8 loslems were, &
realistic basis was creted for.militan®» cooperation.

Dictators end imperialigm backing them are worried by the.
nerging of the Moslem movement and the general democratic move-
ment., Those who were but recently encouraging the "Tglamic boom¥
to wipe out progressive idecs and their advocates with the ald
5f religion are now having second thoughts for they regard the
Nfanntisg® as o threat. Indonesia's President Suharto bluntly
noried the three enemies of his regime: the Communist under-
ground, Islamic faneticism, and Western—oriented liberalism.
The reactionary Turkish pcper, Téféﬁmsh, has accused the
Wpadical currents” cooperating with "goodless Communists" of
betraying the faith. The Islamic scholar Abdurrghman Dilipak
replied by saying that he saw the hand of the United States
behind these nccusations, who would like to play off the lMos-
lems cnd®the left ageinst each other and so to get a free hand

for its dirty business.
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”bo;participants in the round teble pointed out that Com-

munist awurencss of the importance of o policy of allianges

~

with the org anised religious forces and the desire to gstmbligh

ﬁﬁa dovelop cooperutlon on the basis of a1;al rl chis hﬂVL S0

t
;ur, rqbreuably, seldom_yle ded anv ta ng;ble resultsy The reason

is not only repression by the cuthorities. The infillltence of

s

nti-communism is still prevalent in Moslem movements of all
orientations. Pinally, the relative weekness 0fythe commmunist
parties in the social life of their countrifesytend considerably
to impede the policy of alliances.

It is the task of the fraternal pafities to overcome thes=
difficulties. They attach great_impor@&8fce to it in their mans
agitation and political and party wokk. Lenin showed one way
of solving the problem in hig remarks on the report delivered
by A. Sultan~Zade at the Seedondplongress of the Communist In-
ternational in 1920. Lenin fel#, that it was necessary to adapt
the Commmunist Party—-—its membership and special tasks——to the
level of the peasant countmies of the colonial East.a

The pgrassroots memberghip of most of the perties repres-

wi

éﬁ%&é’é the round table consists of peo ple o"ou ght up on the

R;;nctpfes of rellglous faith or of b811eVLrS. Mhny of them had

tae » first schoollqgrln poll tical strgggle in progressive-

-oriented religious movements. The party rules do not require

of members to (be'atheists, but to fight for political goals.
ilor is atheiStaya stipulation for joining the party or serving
on its goVerning bodies. The head of the Auditing Commission of
the Senegal Party. of Independence and Labour is a sheikh who

onnes from a well-known Moslem family.



In contrast to many other roligions, Islam is not only a
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aith but also en integral part of the way of

’

?aithful and their behaviour end daily routine. Communig®s hove

et}

to take this fact into consideration in their activiitye That is
why it is customeny in Senegal, for instance, to . iffterrupt
rallies, meetings and other political activities; including CC
sessions, at the time of prayer prescribed by‘the Koran. A
document of the Sudanese Communist Party, "0n Correcting liis-
tales in the Work Among the Masses", requires of all party men~

bers, irrespective of their atiitude to God,’ to conduct them~

selves with respect for the traditionsiamd feelings of lMoslems,

(6]

o @s to deprive reaction of any pretexts for ant?~communist
o

attaclzs on this igsue.

Cormunists in the Moslem countries, even if they are con-.

;Lrwed mauerlallsts, do not flnd 1t necess ry to carry on wide-

-gcale atheistic propaganda among the masses or to eriticise

+his or that religious trend«s They believe that their mission

of enlightenment is to help eliminete illiteracy, and to set up
various cultural and sports clubs. What is more, in some cases
they succeed in spreading the ideas of humanism and socialism

"hAUu h sermons in mosques by progressive clergymen. Cormmunists

make it a point,/at the same time, to unmagk the actions and
/xeliglpus ; T
orees serv1ng,react10n and 1mperialism hbalﬁst

uig;fudes of

the national (end people's interests.

The fraternal parties believe that their mein task is not

to conflict with the faithful but to work tirelessly so as %0

oXplain and implement the political aims meeting the class
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and national interests of the working people end the majorisy

L e

of the netion.

The discussion and exchange of experience were held at the
Ticosia round table in an atmosphere of frankness and self-cri-
4ticism that hes been growing in the communist movement. If tae
Senegal Party of Independence and Labour has not.developed into

the kind of party its members want it to be, ééﬁbﬁj?éfﬁgndﬁéﬁé

said, it is not the fault of the religious ferces but the resuls
the
of shortcomings in/party's analysis and migtakes in its practic-

ol actividy. Satiajeya Sudiman pointed out that despite all the
attention paid by the CommunistPartysef Indonesia to believers
before it was banned, this hed beensdone at the time by trial.

and error, without due scientifictanalysis., Besides, meny. Com-

rmmists had teken a prejudiced attitude towards believers, and

reaction was quick to capitalise on that.

Rouzbeh Navid recalled that the People's Party of Iran had

rniade nistekes in the perid¢dwafter the Pebruary 1979 revolution.
Loyal to their duty, the Qommunists fought alongside the people
against the despotism 0%/ the Shah and then supported the early
steps talken by the Islamic Republic and took part in various
referenda. However, at one point they agreed to relegate the
issue of the people's democratic rights into the background, and
that should not have been done. The party failed to see in

due time the ghawp turn to the right by the Islamic leadership,
and so to switeh from the policy of "critical support" for
EKhomeini fonall-out opposition, in anticipation of the repres-

sions that laoter claimed the lives of hundreds of Iranian

Communists and patriots.
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I% was stressed et the symgosi:gmﬁha _11ternur 33-1 O~
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owe¢uu¢on "botween the Cormmunis ts of various countries 1ig i

g cat 1nportgnce in charting course towards@loslens
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ond the:r orgﬂnlsatlons It is alsoc neocessary, when Bpponising

joint practical actions in response to attempts by peaction
ond imperialism to use the Islanmic factor for th&ir own purposes
on an international scale, The progressive forces in the HMoslen

countries need to coordinate actions and ex@lorige information

ck

o sirengthen mutual solidarity in the stfaggle against the

ionist cggression and Pokisten's chauvifiigt line towards

13
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ndia, for a halt to the imperialist gnverference in the affairs

H

of Afghenisten, for a just and™Yasting golution %o the Cyprus
problem, end for an end to the destructive Iran—-Irag war.

The paper presented by Al-Nab says that, despite all

in the Arab countries

their activity, Moslem oxganisations and movements/do not give
enough attention to the paremount issue of our day: that of
renoving the threat of thermonuclear war. At the same time,
mony speakers gave examples to show the growing concern of the

nosses and political Forces over this igsue, and told of the

ontribution made by religious figures, including Moslems, %o

o]

the worliwide movement for mankind's survival.

Indeed, the question of peace in the Moslem countries has
beeonie o matier of constant concern not only for the fraternal
parties; 1% 15 being increasingly cchoed in the mosques and

discussed®in religious publications. The ideas of Islamic hu-

nonisny os Masood Ali Khan rightly saidg can today become our

noturelyally in the antiwar struggle. E e 1ew tnlahlng, ‘which
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ééh help tOVSGVe eivilisation, demends of the Commmunists flexi-

5iTi%y and on ability to widen the spectrum of the peace-loving

forceg by involving large magges of believers.

The porticipants in the Nicosia round table stressed that
the consistent .application of a long-term strategy tewerds re-
ligion cond its votaries, and the fraternal parties!' discovery
of the right tactical solutions and adequate forms of party
activity among the masses, largely determine the cormunist
novenent's own prospects in the Moslem countries and the orien-
tations towards sociel progress. The socialist alternative will
become a reality only when it is accepted by the overwhelming
majority of the faithful. It is the duty.of Communists to work

for this goal.

The survey was prepared in the
Commission on the Exchange of
Party Experience by Ali Ahmed
éiQTézéb, Representative of the
Sudanese Communist Party on the
gﬂg Editoriel Council, and by
Yéﬁgéni§‘ﬂb§iké§, Cand., Sc.
(Philoss)






