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the revolution solely to restoring "the laws and rules of the
Shariat". According to the representative of the People's ‘Barty
of Iran, this contradiction between the people's interesis and
the governmeni's actions underlies the growing dissatisfaction
of the magses and the alienation from the reactionary regime
of growing strata of believers, including some religious quar-
ters.

In Saudi Arabia, opposition has become more active among

the Shiites in the eastern part of the country particulerly
aficr the ovents in Iran. Another movement representing the
Sunni majority of nine million is against the corruption and
againgt

bribery in the state epparatus, end/the US presence, under the
religious slogan of "liberation from the infidels". In 1979,
its supporters took over thé.mosque at Mecca. In Béhﬁéiﬁ, the
government has made unsucgcegsful attempts through its loyal
clergy to control the patriotic and democratic-minded religious
forces.

Religion is becomingione of the most important channels
for the opposition to establish contacts with the masses in
Indonesia end Turkey. Tslemic trends are developing with expli-
¢itly anti-imperialist and humenitarian tendencies. Haydar Kutlu,
CC General Secretary of the Communist Party of Turkey, has sai
that growing political activity by religious trends was one of
the important faetors thatmﬁiﬁftrated the US attempts to depoli-
ticise Turkey, 'that is, to / the people away from thinking
about their future. In Indonesia, differentiation has sharpencd

between opposition Islamic groups advocating a religious state
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of religion,

and those demanding real democracy and freedom )/ like the

"Abangan Moslems",

In the §ﬁ§§g, the "Moslem Brothers" is demanding dmmislamic
constitution, while another organisation, the "Republiean
Brothers", is opposed to this demand as running couff¥eér io the
gpirit of Islam and the reglities of the time, whieh call for
realism in attending to celestial and secular affeirs. The
population in the south of the Sudan has alsg Tesisted the
Islemic constitution.® The country's Communissk Party believes
that the confrontation between the revolutienary-democratic
and the right-wing forces does not sprifng from the antithesis
ol Islamic ideas and atheism, bu?t from the antagonism between.
democracy end dictetorship, between  justice and sociel oppres-
sion, Thos;;re the lines on(which, the battle over the nature of
the future constitution ighbeing, fought: it will either entrench
the people's gains, the countey's sovereignty, and the basic
rights and democratic freedoms, or it will legalise the dictator-
ship of the ruling class and deprive the people of the fruits
of their strugglerzzy ;Eéig, the most reactionary religious
pariy, Jamaat-e-~Islamig, ‘advocates "pure Islam', but its polic
makes it evident thabtmuch of its inspiration comes from fascist
dictatorships. On/bhe other hand, the ideas of early Islam pro-
vide a basis for.progressive scholars advocating the principles
of equality, broftherhood and mutual help.

A peper presented by Al-Nah] makes an attempt to sum up
the ideologigal trends of the religious political forces active
in the Argb countries. Most of them make ethical and moral cri-
ticisms of the evilg;ihe ugly development of dependent capital=-

lsm. Apart from a few exceptions, however, they do not question
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the "sacred" right of private property- Some, like the "Al-
~llodrasi® group in Iraq, have proposed a tmiddle—of~the~road" .
Tslamic solution through the creation of & wide network [Ofyco-
operatives.

In the political sphere many, including those oppesed U0
the existing dictatorships and suppression of demoexracy, re-
ject the idea of 2 modern secular state and callifor a return
to the past when religious and secular powers were in the some
hands. Thus we have here o wide spectrum of adews, ranging fronm
direct defence of the feudal-capitalist soeial system to vari-
ous forms of petty-bourgeois reformism. The,latter trend has,
as the authors of the paper say, the potential for developlng
towards what is now known as "liberation theology", especially‘
in view of the enti~imperielis¥ tendencies predominant in 1t:
resistonce to US dominationy against Isroel's expansionismn,
and against the plunder of the region's natural resources.

e dovelopment of Hepghdent copitalism in the Arsb coun-

teTes smd the intensifying struggle over nationsl ond social

patriotic tendencies.

A major role in, this struggle belongs to the peasantry and
the middle strata of town and country which are most susceptible
to Islam and consequently tend to protest in religious forms,

A correst assessment by Communists of the existing potential~
ities and the gpread of their parties' influence among the
nasscs will moke it possible to channel this protest into libera-
tion theology and so preven®t reaction from using it against the

forces of progress.



Allignece Policy, a Line of the Masses

The Communists regard cooperation and interaction with
progressive Islamic organisations and o section of the Moslen

clergy oS a strategic line of their alliance policy in coun-

trics whore believers form o mojority of the population. The

frateynsl porties are guided by Lenin's idea that "unity in

- this really revolutionary str&ggle by the oppressed class for

the creation of e poradise on earth is more important ... than

unity of proleterien opinion on paradise in heaven".7
llany speakers at the symposium stresged that Communists

have no right, consciously or accidentally, to play up to

Islemic reaction, which lays emphasis ‘o, the tenets of faith

and rejects any ties with atheists., Religious credo is the

Qﬁféahéi'dffﬁif of e?ety-individual;:whiie!pplitical and social

forces should proceed fromexXisting realities end the require-~

ments of the strugzle at each concrete stagp. Ideological dif-

Tferences ghould be moved into the background when it comes to

sol.ving common and vital problems, for that is the only way to

"gucgess in developing alliances.

These problems range over a wide area, including the
struggle for national interests, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, end ageinst imperielist and Zionist aggression. They
involve a hogt ofigconomic aend sociel problems relating to un-
derdevelopment, and neocolonial exploitation, to the establish-
ment of polidical democracy end defence of human rights under
dictatorial regimes of.various stripes. They also include in-
ternational solidarity}gblving global problems of today, above

all, in averting o world nuclear war.
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The imperialist "divide and rulce” policy nas left a deep.
scar on the life of the less developed countries, although co-
loniglism hae long since been eliminated. Following the estecb-
lishment of Pekistan and Bangladesh, gﬁgig has been lefT with
o 100-million Moslem "minority". Turkish occupation and NATO
schemes have led to the partition of ngrﬁé and the establish-
ment of a secessionist state inhabited by Turks on 37 per cent
of its territory. Peaee in the Sudan has for several years been
disrupted because the non-loslem minority im the south has been
denied legitimate rights.

Of especiel importance to the Communists of these coun-
tries is the slogan: "Religion is fox/Ged, the Homeland is for
ALL®, together with the principles 0f freedom and equality of
2ll the religious persucsion, cnd struggle to safeguard the
notion and its cohesion. Thaot ig the basis on which the Suda~
nese Communist Perty is,ceoperating with the forces advocating
a seculor constitution, and/at believes that Sheriat can be no
more then o component element of the fundomentel law of the
state. The Communist Porty of India has been fighting ageinst
Hindu chaouvinism and for the protection of Moslem lives and
property, and for theyofficial recognition of the Urdu language,
which many of theml@peak. At the same time, the CPI has strong-
ly condemned the sseparatist tendencies, fuelled, in particuler,
fron Pokistans The party has compaigned for the unity of the
labour movenient ageoinst reactionary attempts to split the
unions end isolate the Moslem working people.

- = T

Agggeﬁﬁdﬁ-Sfﬁﬁfbﬁ soid that AKEL, among whose co~found-

ers were 'also people from the Turkish community, has for over
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six decades been defending the principle of equality and bro-
therhood of ¢ll Cypriots regardless of origin and religiocus.
persuasion. Today, with the island partitioned end occupied,

the party cannot openly reach out to the Moslem masses in the
north. The majority of those are Cypriots who heve for centuries
lived in peace and security with their compatriets from the
Greelk community. There are, however, religious fanatics who

have mostly come from Turkey in recent yearssn In this difficulst
situatlion, AKEL has done everything it cghato support the pro-

gressive, anti-separatist forces and to p¥omote a spirit of

»
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lonal unity aond solidarity ameng Cypriot emigres. In London,
for instonce, where there are{now more Greek and Turkish Cyp~-
riots than there are in Nicoésie, 4he two communities work to-
gether to restore their.common homeland's sovereignty and
territorigl integrity.

The specific cims of the Communists and of the progressive
lloslem movements in the struggle agoinst despotic regimes are
ever nore frequently idéntical. In Tﬁfkéi, for instance, there
is the demand for & repenl of Articles 141 and 142 of the Cri-
minal Code, which effeetively outlaw the Communists, and
Article 163, which“bans political activity by religious forces.
The latter erticle/is by no mecns designed to safegucrd the
secular character of the state, but to suppress any opposition
taliing a religious form. The Communist Party of Turkey, éii,
iiégi soidy,ylo fighting for thc repeal of the three enti-demo-

cratic el GgLlea.
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democrooy For the people and respect for their elementary poli-

tienl end social rights, Communists cnd Moslems sometimesyfind

thenselves not oniy'on the scme side of the barricades, 'but

PR ST e - om e

0..80 fighfiﬁg-éh5ﬁidéf'fé'sﬁédidér. That is what happened during

the lJovember 1979 uprising in Saudi Arabia, which.swept through

00 towms and villages. When the religious leaders vaw that the

Cormunists were prepored to sacrifice their lives for the com~

' oand that they were being im-

prisoned end tortured in the same way a8 loslems were, &
realistic basis was creted for.militan®» cooperation.

Dictators end imperialigm backing them are worried by the.
nerging of the Moslem movement and the general democratic move-
ment., Those who were but recently encouraging the "Tglamic boom¥
to wipe out progressive idecs and their advocates with the ald
5f religion are now having second thoughts for they regard the
Nfanntisg® as o threat. Indonesia's President Suharto bluntly
noried the three enemies of his regime: the Communist under-
ground, Islamic faneticism, and Western—oriented liberalism.
The reactionary Turkish pcper, Téféﬁmsh, has accused the
Wpadical currents” cooperating with "goodless Communists" of
betraying the faith. The Islamic scholar Abdurrghman Dilipak
replied by saying that he saw the hand of the United States
behind these nccusations, who would like to play off the lMos-
lems cnd®the left ageinst each other and so to get a free hand

for its dirty business.
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”bo;participants in the round teble pointed out that Com-

munist awurencss of the importance of o policy of allianges

~

with the org anised religious forces and the desire to gstmbligh

ﬁﬁa dovelop cooperutlon on the basis of a1;al rl chis hﬂVL S0

t
;ur, rqbreuably, seldom_yle ded anv ta ng;ble resultsy The reason

is not only repression by the cuthorities. The infillltence of

s

nti-communism is still prevalent in Moslem movements of all
orientations. Pinally, the relative weekness 0fythe commmunist
parties in the social life of their countrifesytend considerably
to impede the policy of alliances.

It is the task of the fraternal pafities to overcome thes=
difficulties. They attach great_impor@&8fce to it in their mans
agitation and political and party wokk. Lenin showed one way
of solving the problem in hig remarks on the report delivered
by A. Sultan~Zade at the Seedondplongress of the Communist In-
ternational in 1920. Lenin fel#, that it was necessary to adapt
the Commmunist Party—-—its membership and special tasks——to the
level of the peasant countmies of the colonial East.a

The pgrassroots memberghip of most of the perties repres-

wi

éﬁ%&é’é the round table consists of peo ple o"ou ght up on the

R;;nctpfes of rellglous faith or of b811eVLrS. Mhny of them had

tae » first schoollqgrln poll tical strgggle in progressive-

-oriented religious movements. The party rules do not require

of members to (be'atheists, but to fight for political goals.
ilor is atheiStaya stipulation for joining the party or serving
on its goVerning bodies. The head of the Auditing Commission of
the Senegal Party. of Independence and Labour is a sheikh who

onnes from a well-known Moslem family.



In contrast to many other roligions, Islam is not only a
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aith but also en integral part of the way of

’

?aithful and their behaviour end daily routine. Communig®s hove

et}

to take this fact into consideration in their activiitye That is
why it is customeny in Senegal, for instance, to . iffterrupt
rallies, meetings and other political activities; including CC
sessions, at the time of prayer prescribed by‘the Koran. A
document of the Sudanese Communist Party, "0n Correcting liis-
tales in the Work Among the Masses", requires of all party men~

bers, irrespective of their atiitude to God,’ to conduct them~

selves with respect for the traditionsiamd feelings of lMoslems,

(6]

o @s to deprive reaction of any pretexts for ant?~communist
o

attaclzs on this igsue.

Cormunists in the Moslem countries, even if they are con-.

;Lrwed mauerlallsts, do not flnd 1t necess ry to carry on wide-

-gcale atheistic propaganda among the masses or to eriticise

+his or that religious trend«s They believe that their mission

of enlightenment is to help eliminete illiteracy, and to set up
various cultural and sports clubs. What is more, in some cases
they succeed in spreading the ideas of humanism and socialism

"hAUu h sermons in mosques by progressive clergymen. Cormmunists

make it a point,/at the same time, to unmagk the actions and
/xeliglpus ; T
orees serv1ng,react10n and 1mperialism hbalﬁst

uig;fudes of

the national (end people's interests.

The fraternal parties believe that their mein task is not

to conflict with the faithful but to work tirelessly so as %0

oXplain and implement the political aims meeting the class
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and national interests of the working people end the majorisy

L e

of the netion.

The discussion and exchange of experience were held at the
Ticosia round table in an atmosphere of frankness and self-cri-
4ticism that hes been growing in the communist movement. If tae
Senegal Party of Independence and Labour has not.developed into

the kind of party its members want it to be, ééﬁbﬁj?éfﬁgndﬁéﬁé

said, it is not the fault of the religious ferces but the resuls
the
of shortcomings in/party's analysis and migtakes in its practic-

ol actividy. Satiajeya Sudiman pointed out that despite all the
attention paid by the CommunistPartysef Indonesia to believers
before it was banned, this hed beensdone at the time by trial.

and error, without due scientifictanalysis., Besides, meny. Com-

rmmists had teken a prejudiced attitude towards believers, and

reaction was quick to capitalise on that.

Rouzbeh Navid recalled that the People's Party of Iran had

rniade nistekes in the perid¢dwafter the Pebruary 1979 revolution.
Loyal to their duty, the Qommunists fought alongside the people
against the despotism 0%/ the Shah and then supported the early
steps talken by the Islamic Republic and took part in various
referenda. However, at one point they agreed to relegate the
issue of the people's democratic rights into the background, and
that should not have been done. The party failed to see in

due time the ghawp turn to the right by the Islamic leadership,
and so to switeh from the policy of "critical support" for
EKhomeini fonall-out opposition, in anticipation of the repres-

sions that laoter claimed the lives of hundreds of Iranian

Communists and patriots.
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ond the:r orgﬂnlsatlons It is alsoc neocessary, when Bpponising

joint practical actions in response to attempts by peaction
ond imperialism to use the Islanmic factor for th&ir own purposes
on an international scale, The progressive forces in the HMoslen

countries need to coordinate actions and ex@lorige information

ck

o sirengthen mutual solidarity in the stfaggle against the

ionist cggression and Pokisten's chauvifiigt line towards

13
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ndia, for a halt to the imperialist gnverference in the affairs

H

of Afghenisten, for a just and™Yasting golution %o the Cyprus
problem, end for an end to the destructive Iran—-Irag war.

The paper presented by Al-Nab says that, despite all

in the Arab countries

their activity, Moslem oxganisations and movements/do not give
enough attention to the paremount issue of our day: that of
renoving the threat of thermonuclear war. At the same time,
mony speakers gave examples to show the growing concern of the

nosses and political Forces over this igsue, and told of the

ontribution made by religious figures, including Moslems, %o

o]

the worliwide movement for mankind's survival.

Indeed, the question of peace in the Moslem countries has
beeonie o matier of constant concern not only for the fraternal
parties; 1% 15 being increasingly cchoed in the mosques and

discussed®in religious publications. The ideas of Islamic hu-

nonisny os Masood Ali Khan rightly saidg can today become our

noturelyally in the antiwar struggle. E e 1ew tnlahlng, ‘which
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ééh help tOVSGVe eivilisation, demends of the Commmunists flexi-

5iTi%y and on ability to widen the spectrum of the peace-loving

forceg by involving large magges of believers.

The porticipants in the Nicosia round table stressed that
the consistent .application of a long-term strategy tewerds re-
ligion cond its votaries, and the fraternal parties!' discovery
of the right tactical solutions and adequate forms of party
activity among the masses, largely determine the cormunist
novenent's own prospects in the Moslem countries and the orien-
tations towards sociel progress. The socialist alternative will
become a reality only when it is accepted by the overwhelming
majority of the faithful. It is the duty.of Communists to work

for this goal.

The survey was prepared in the
Commission on the Exchange of
Party Experience by Ali Ahmed
éiQTézéb, Representative of the
Sudanese Communist Party on the
gﬂg Editoriel Council, and by
Yéﬁgéni§‘ﬂb§iké§, Cand., Sc.
(Philoss)






