













































































(]

R3] —Gow 17-

Facts Indict Capitalism

BENEATH THE "FREE WORLD'S"™ OPEN SKY =

The United Nations Organisation has declared 1987 ,fhe Year
of the Homeless. By drawing the attention of all nations to the
magnitude of this problem~~100 million people have f6" Troof over

planet's

heir heads while one~fourth of the / populaiion lives in
gubhuman conditions——representatives of the wordd community
have put one of the most acute issues of our %ime on the agenca.
Generally speaking, homelessness is not the/product of any acci-
dental coincidence of circumstances. Its causes lie in the so-
cial nature of the society in which people remain the object ol
ruthless exploitation and everything around them can be bought
or sold.

In no bourgeois state does the eonstitution grant citizens
the right to housing. At best, these constitutions contain the
words that the home is a persont's castle and that any assault
upon it is a crime. But is it not equally a crime to deny peop-
le the opportunity of living like human beings?

The weekly U.S.News & World Report acknowledges that in the

USA, the largest capitadist country, homi}essnﬁﬁgfbecome a per-

manent state of despair.

More than a century ago Frederick Engels noted that home-
legsgnnadg is an indispensable product of the bourgeois form of
goclety, a problem without which that society cannot exist.

In 1907 Lenin W¥ote: "But just take a look at modern capitalist

socliety, atiitlle big cities, at the railways, coal and iron mines
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and factories. You will see how the wealthy have seized the

air and the water and the land. You will see how tens anduiun-
dreds of thousands of workers are condémned to deprivation of
fresh air, to work underground, to life in cellars and,fto the
use of water polluted by the neighbouring factory., You will see
how fantastically the price of land goes up in the cities, and
how the worker is exploited, not only by the factory ovners,
but also by house owners who, as everybody knows, get much

more out of apartments, rooms, corners of rooms and slums. in-

~ habited by workers than out of apartments for the Weal‘chy."1

Such wes the situation at the turn of the century? Has any of

it changed?

1 y. I. Temin, Collected Works, Vol. 12, p. 298.
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CRUSHED BY THE LACK OF HOUSING

Arvid Dulak was hit and killed by a garbage truck en tie
curb of a street in the American city of Minneapolis. Hemeless
unfortunates like him used newspapers and magazines t9"male a
silhouette of a human body sprawled on the pavementuon the
spot where he died. This was their monument in his"memory. A
shortlived monument, but an impressive one. Pessibly, amongst
the newspapers used for this silhouette there were pieces of

the newspaper Minneapolis Star and Tribung , which wrote that

the victim was himself to blame for his ‘death since he was
sleeping where this was not allowed. It would perhaps have.
been apt if there also were pileces fxom newspapers that re-
ported President Ronald Reagaen as,saying .that a homeless Ame-
ricen has only himself to blame'®£0¥ being homeless. Also apt
would be excerpts from a speech recently made byw ll%%%merman
in Vienna at the Conference on Security and dooperation in
Burope. Here is what the head of the US delegation said: in
the USA there are at leasi two rooms per person.

In that case why had Arvid Dulaek died and why have an-
other three million homeless Americans to sleep at night amid
garbage, or on the wentillation grates of the subway. The sane
bitter lot inducedsanother disinherited Americen,Joseph Mauri,
to ask Soviet people for aid and support.

In the*mid—-1960s US President Lyndon Johnson promised ©0
turn the USA into a “"great society". Americans are ironising

that what Johnson failed to do has been accomplished by Ronald

’



Reagan. He needed only to change the spelling of a single
word, "greatl for'grate", on which homeless Americans havepto
sleep.

THE MYTH AND THE REALITY

The Communist View

Tens of million of people who listened t6)Reéagan deliv-
ering his State of the Union message were disappointed and
angry with his empty rhetoric and meaningless banalities, with

his slaying of the truth. They had hoped fhat he would propose
concrete ways to solve the nation's megt pressing problems.
But he turned his back on theggwproblems. Instead of solutiong
he offered up to the Americanipeople 'a recipe of words moving
in one direction and actionssmoving in the opposite direction.

He mentioned that his™ mofhWer never turned away a hungry
person in her life, but totally ignored the fact that his po-

licies have "turned away"™ millions of hungry and homeless in-

to the streets of our lands

From '"An Honest Picture of the Country®,
aStatement of the Communist Party of the
USA published on February 5, 1987 in the
newspaper People's Daily World




Aind That of Congressmen

A Democratic Party inquiry panel in the House of Rephe-
sentatives of the US Congress issued a report headed domélcos:

the lyth and the Reality, noting that the problem of‘\homeless-

ness has reached crigis proportions in the USA. However, a
realistic assessment, let alone solution, is obs¥mticted by the
nyths entrenched in the minds of the present Washington admi-
nigtration's spokesmen.

llyth One. Under previous administrations there were just

a8 many homeless as today.

The Reality. The majority o®), the ‘homeless lost their hones

in the past few years. Since 1980 their number has been rising
annually at a rate of roughly @5 per cent. There are now more
homeless people in the USA than/at,any other time since the
Great Depression.

lyth Two. A typical homeless person is one who has sunl:
to degreadation and has no @degire to work for a living.

The Reality. Practically one in every five homeless per-

sons hag some job but eannot afford the high rent being asited
for a home. F-.r thisfPeason two and a half million Americans
ere annually being(éVicted from their homes. In many cases
their home is nowpthe flophouse or the street.

liyth Threees,The vast majority of the homeless are single

28rsons.,



The Reality. The bulk of the homeless are families with

children. In New York such families constitute 76 per cegntv of
the total number of homeless, in Portland, 52 per centymaénd in
Thiladelphia, 50 per cent.

Ifyth Four. The local authorities and charitiesmhave
enough resources to solve the problem of homelesgness.

The Reality. From 1981 to 1986 the allocatdons for hous-

ing for low income families were cut by more than 66 per cent,
while only last year they were slashed by/¥Q per cent. During
the current year new housing construction is to decrease by

6 per cent nationwide, According to US mayors, the local
authorities have to deny lodging in _.a flophouse to every 72
out of 100 requests, and meel only half of the demand for
urgent food aid.

llyth Five. Economie development is leading to the solu-

tion of the problem of/ homelessness.

The Reality, The above-mentioned report declares that

there is no link-up here, It draws attention to the fact that in
1983, the year economié recovery peaked in the USA, the num-
ber of homeless peopleireached a critical point where one in
every 80 Americans ‘had no roof overhead. There has been no
change for the betier ever since.

Myth Six.,The administration asserts that it cannot
afford to comcern itself with the homeless on account of the

limited funds“at its disposal.



The Reality. The money going inte housing is only a Tiny

fraction of the federal buaget, egpecially if it is compamed .
with military spending. The additional 500 million dolla¥s cl-
located for urgent assistance to homeless people addg up to

barely half the cost of a single Trident nuclear submerine.

MILLIONS DENIED A HOME

Continent of Poverty—~Stricken Debtors

Most of the major cities in Latin Amefica are being otii-
led in the vice of housing crisis. The number of homeless on
the continent is estimated at 20 milliom. Almost half of the
people in the Mexico City-—eight million persons—Ilive in
squalid huts built of plywood ox Tusted iron. Four million
diginherited people live/anlife of misery in such shanties
in Sao Paulo and Rio defdaneire (in Brazil these hovels are
called "favellas").

A report published in ‘early 1987 by the International

Labour Organisation say$ that to end the continent's housing

crisis it is necessarfsto build 89 million homes at en annua.l
cost of roughly 62 (billion dollars. But on account of the
huge external debt¥this is a task Latin America can not cope
with., Of the avéil#éble resources the lion's share has to be
allocated to,8ervice debts to rich imperialist countries.
Tast year alomeé more than 100 billion dollars migrated to the

sefes of Western banks and transnational corporations, chiefly



those based in the USA. This is almost twice the annual amount
of money needed to cleanse the continent of the scab of gluns.

At a meeting of the coordinating bureau of the non~-aligned

nations, called to consider the problems facing LatinWNilerican
end Caribbean states (March 1987, Guyana), it was noted that
he external debt of these states was not merely a/financial
roblem but also a political one because not -onkyrthe bant-
accounts of foreign creditors but also the future of the mil-
lions of people living under the constan: thkeat of economic
ruin, hunger, unemployment, and poverty arisat stake. The ba-
sic human rights recorded in the UN Chamter will remain emptiy
words as long as no effective s6lutiommis found to the debt

problem.

Benefiting fromythesgProubles of Others

Party's
A document entitled "A Politicel Way Out. The Commianist /

Proposal", igsued last February by the leadership of the

Communist Party of Chile, States: "The housing problem is grow-

o+

ing increasingly more(@éute. The number of homeless families

now exceeds one million; people who, in their desperation,

seize a piece of land for a home, are brutelly punished.™

Miguel Lewner4 a member of the Communist Party of Chile
and en architect by profession who headed state housing con-
gtruction agen€ies under the Popular Unity government, notes

that the nilitary regime continues to turn a blind eye to the



problem of homeless people, a problem that has become parti-
cularly severe under the Pinochet regime. Nearly two milllaom
people have no dwellings or live in crowded hovels within the
perimeter of Greater Santiago.

Hugo Fazio, an economist and a Political CommigSion ncm-
ber of the Communist Party of Chile, estimates thady as a whole,
the country is short of 1,200,000 dwellings. The\lWousing prcb-
lem 1is also being aggravated by the fact that hundreds of
thousands of Chileans find themselves deep An debt on account
of the rapidly growing interest on themorﬁgages they had telen

mortﬁages

to pay for housing. The payments on these have increo-

sed more than 10-fold and no end %o thisyis in sight. Official

Chilean data is thatm°rt§?ges

are owed by more than 650,000
families.

Last April when Pope'dehn Pauk IT was visiting Chile hone-
less people in Santiago staged & powerful demonstration in an
effort to draw the attention of the Roman Catholic Pontifi to

their calamitous situation.®The police dealt summarily with

the demonstrators.

Docunments

In Rio de Jang€imo half of all the housing lacks a sewer
and one in four has no running water. The sanitation in mos%t
of the houses ig ‘@ppalling and this is the cause of epidemics.
A mass movement to end the housing crisis is gathering momen-
tum in the cauntry.

The Bragzilian Communist Party is calling for rigid rent
control and for urban housing programmes for the working
people.
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An Uncomforting Forecast

The problem of homeless people is excruciatingly acul@e
in India. Rotted in the bitter legacy of the colonial past,
it is a major factor of the cduntry's pregen. so-
cio—economic difficulties. At a special seminar held on the
subject early this year in Delhi, attended by, amemg others,
Cormunists, it was noted that in many of India's Yargest ci-
ties the number of homeless or people living in.bne—day lodg-

ings or miserablehmﬁ818

was estimated at betfveen 20 and 50 per
cent, totalling 150 million persons.

Tt is TOMBYIVeLY ¢ recast thatthis Muber will. double by
the end of the present century. In Bombay, Calcutta, and Delhi
up to 70 per cent of the populatién will have to live in ranm-
shaclle BUJS  devoid of water and Séwers.

During the years of independence neither the central gov-
ernment nor the state authorities have been able to find an
effective solution for the housing problem. There was some sus-
tained effort in the early 2970s in one state in India, in Kerals,

state government then:
on the initiative of the ,Communists who were in th955,000 dvole—

lings were built at thevtime for homeless families. But, regrei-
could be :
tably, there / no fo}ow-up to that initiative. In champion-
ing disinherited seeflons of the population, the Indian Commun-
ists are insistingfen a wide-ranging housing progremme. Thevy

say that the right to a home, as the right to work, should

be an inalien@ble right of every Indian citizen.
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A CASTLE ON THE GROUND OR IN THE AIR?

The British saying "My Home Is My Castle" continuesiyto
symbolise the ideal and the highest virtue of the "property
owvning  democracy' . The concepts "home" and "life'§lteve
becen seen as inseparable by most_people for centuries on end.

developing
But today capitalism, which is / to a profoundikyvdisturbing
extremity, is striking a crusbing blow at
this link.

The reprivatisation programme adopted by the present

7 | L . not gg}x_workers but o
Tory governmment in 1979 has hurtVtenantdmmest of all. VWhile
the money from the sale of denationalilse@ enterprises has
amounted to 5,000 million pounds,overya six~year perivd, the
transfer of the municipal hotiging ,fo%the hands of big land-
lords and the granting to (tham ofy The option to purchase
"gurplus" land ear-marked“maindweior municipal housing has
brought the exchequer 12,000{fillion pounds. This money came

expect \to
Zronm entrepreneurs who/g;re than /recoup their expenses
very quickly. Rent has gscared dramatically, giving money ba-
Trons & new source of reveﬁue. In the wake of the landlords,
private banks offerimg Toans for the purchase of housing have
dipped their handsfimto the pockets of tenants of houses and
land, now pressed,to purchase their dwelling.

According Bo the Association of Building Societies, the

nunber of lodns¥in the period from 1982 to 1985 increased Dby

18 per ceniMand totalled 6,500,C00. The following data shows
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how onerous the burden of debts has become: in 1985 the num-
ber of property suits filed on account Sf unp#id debts roke
to 7,400 (there were 2,600 in 1982).

Tn Northern Ireland, too, people are encountering similar
difficulties. In Belfast, after the clearance af slum dwell-
ings and the transfer of people from buildings-damaged as a
result of the continuing disorders in the citx,gmany of the in-

L elsewhere
habitants of the central districts have hadagd¥look/for new .
homes. Meanwhile, the cleared land has begn Wsed for fashion-
able housing development. The decision of 4He Northern Ireland
Ezccutive Committee for Housing,to turflgthis land over to pri-
Yateldevelopers has exacerbated the ©®fPFains in the city. Like-.
Séﬁgnggg in the conditions fof paying, rent allowances have
&—— inflicted a serious bdOw to fhe budgets of low-income
families in Northern Iredand. Heficeforth there is to be a sub-
rates of the poorest
stential cut in the / allowances enjoyed by 158,000/ people.

To conclude, another fact that gives food for thought is
that the number of younglpeople to be found emong the homeless
is growing steadily. THeéwe are 80,000 such young people in
Britain and 3,000 in Trelend. Many of them slecep in
their clothes, finding a place in hallways, cardboard boxes,
or park benchesg They have no reason to think of a home ol

their own as aWcastle". Unfortunately, for them a roof over

their heads siSwas unattainsble as a castle in the air.



"Every day in London 50,000 people wake up in the morn=
ing without knowing where they will spend the next nightg®d
These words from Frederick Engels!' work "The Condition fof "the

Working Class in England" may Be s%ﬁe%y included in thelatest:
) . more” than at’ L
statistics. To this day/50,000 people in Britain's gapital

wake up in the morning without knowing where night“will find

'them.

ALTOGETHER, IN BRITAIN THERE ARE 250,00QCHOMELESS PEOIPLE.
OVER A MILLION ARE IN THE SAME DESPERATE PLIGHT IN ITALY.

THERE ARE 100,000 HOMEILESS PERSONS IN THE FEDERAL
REFUBLIC OF GERMANY. ACCORDING TO\OFFICEAL DATA, AN AVERAGE CT
' 60 PERSONS IN THAT COUNTRY ARE\EVICTED) EVERY DAY.

IN FRANCE 100,000 PERSONS HAVE, NO ROOF OVER THEIR HEADS.

HOMELESS IN THE ETERNAL CITY

Rome is customarily @alled the Eternal City, but today it
is more often sLoken ofmas the Italian capital of the homeless.
One of the main acts O0fya national tragedy is being played out
there, writes 1'Unifa¥ If the government implements its deci-
sion to demolish so—called 1illegal houses, .in which roughly
one~third of Rome's population lives, the army of the homeless
Will be joinedWby thousands of families. Only those who can
buy an "indulgence", i.e., pay for official permission to keep

the housedtheéy have built, will avoid this plight. But these
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arce a minority. The rest, who cannot pay for "government in-
dulgences", will be thrown out into the street. No wondelx
hundreds of Romen families have now risen to defend their
hories under the slogan: "A home is a right not subject™Ho de-
rolition". |

The newspaper 1'Unitd reported a clash in the Rome sub-
urb of Prima-Porta, where houses were ordered fe e pulled
dovm. Municipality officials and bailiffs arpived on the scene
accompanied by carabinieri, police, firemen, and communica-
tion demolition teams. "What brought themy here? Why had such
forces been sent against peaceful people?,What crime had these
people committed?" the newspaper asksh

The motivation given by ghe authorities was that the hou-
gses had been built by theselfpoverty=sstricken families illegal-
ly. Begides, they had occupled £orbidden territory near an-
cient architectural mbnuments. But for some reason nobody had
objected to the building off@new road that all but buried Tue
ancient ruins. "Nobody ispcomplaining gbout this," the news-
paper.writes. "Phe purists are silent. What in that case is
the hurt to these monuments by the houses inhabited by fami-
lies whose sufferinggles earned them the right to have a roof
over their heads?y

This time #he inhabitants, among whom were Communists be-
longing to thgWlocal ICP section, saved their homes. The police.
siege was lifted, but the danger of a new attack has by no

reans pasged,



The whole point is that the authorities are least of all
concerned about protecting architectural monuments. Theyeare
looking after the interests of rich landowners: In Romg%@lonc
there are 113,000 untenanted rooms and houses. But the Rand-
lords are asking for rents that most Italians cannd$ afford
toc pay. (Some 4,500,000 flats, or almost one-8ixth of the hous-
ing available in the country, are unoccupied fala,¥he sane
reasons.)

The Itelian Communists see this situatien as a glaring
violation of social justice. They want the_government to put
an end to the arbitrary actions of the #house usurecrs",
(Approximately one in every sixqItali@n® spends one third of
Nis or her wages on rent.) ThewlCP i8{demanding, in particul-
ar, o reduction of the tenadt, tax. afd a large increase of the
empty housing tax. It is_ guggesting the formation of a special
gocial fund that would goWwer atpleast a portion of the rent
pald by impoverished femiligeg, Rent in the public sector has
already now approached the market price, which is way above
what most working peopleWean afford to pay. However, 1'Unita
writes, "the central iSsWe being raised by the Communists is
not that of rent bulmiBat of a social policy that would fun-

damentally resolveZshe housing crisisv.
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Information and other data for this issue of Pact
Capitalism were received from the representatives of
ing parties on the journal: Antonio Ribeira‘Granja zilian
Communist Party), Unni Krishnan (Communist Party qf!’ndia},

of Chile).

William Somerset (Communist Party of Ireland), J Pittnan
(Cormmunist Party | USA), and Orel Viciani g unist Party
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