




































(Amphetamineş and LSD), but t}ıey are sold leşş w-idely than

drugs of vegetable origin,
The 1argest illiclt plantations of tbe opium poppy exist

ies
on the territoı/ of' Pakistarr, Thailaııd, Buıma and lran. The

coga plant ig gr oıvn mainly in Bolivia, ?eru, aıd Co].oııbia,

The Middle East, §outheast Asia ancl Central and Soutb America

are the rnain produceıs of c aıınab j-s ( although plantat,ions of it
wi11 also be found in the indu§triallşed coııntrie§J.lilIost of theA
clandestine labs for the extraction of henoin and cocaine also
exist in those areas. The UN report gives the fo11owing figures:
the il}icj_t produetion of opium in Pakistan tn 1985/1985 carıe

to 120 tons, an almoşt three-fold inorease on the previous

year; in Thialand it was 26 tons; destroyed plantatlons of

poppy in Burma alone total]-ed 13,000 hectares; in 1985, the

production of coca 1eaf in 3olivia total)-ed 120 , 000-]_6O, OO0

tons; coca plantations in Colombia are estimated at ]O1000-

-5Or0OO bectares; tota1 cocaine output in Peru, Bıliviarand
Coloınbia in 1984 totalled, 1OOr'000-150,000 tons, as compared

with 80,00O tonş in 1982.

There has been a rapid growth of drug use in the main pro-

ducing countries. Aceording to a ıeport issued by the US Agency

for International Development, there are ,noIe than 2 ııil]-ion
drug addicts in only six countries of Asia (Pakisten, Thailand,

Brırma, Nepa1, Indonesia, arıd Sri laııka). A}most 3 per cent of

Malaysials population are drug adtlicts, says its prirne minister.
The United §tates aıd Westeın Europe aJe the ınain ınarketing

outlets. A large part of the cannabis co[es to the United States
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İıonıabroacl,althoughcaıııabisplarıtationeintheUnitedStates
itse].f have groıvn. Cooeine is suppliecl from South

A.rıerica, aıd heroine f roın Mexico aııd §outhwest anci Southeast

Asia. §ynthetic tlrugs arıti. psychotropic substances are mostly

fabrıoated in clarıdestine 1abs on the territory of the tı:ıited

Ştates.
Heroin is the most widespread tiıug in use in Westeın

Erııope, anct there has been a steady growth in the smuggliıg of

it main§ by air aırd sea routes. More than two-thirds of it is

importecl from the Middle East, and from South anci Southeast

Asie. |Dhe iınport of oocalne froın Latin America has gone up

steeply. Ehe amount of confiscated cannabis comiırg in from the

Mid.dle East, South Americarı and Africa in 1985 r\was 5,5 tinıesA
larger than in 1975. Drugs come to Japan ınaj.rıly frorn South

Korea and Taiwan.

The links in the long and fair§ intricate 't t e chnologicallr

chain are these: peasants and big planters in the less deve1o-

ped coı:rıtries, wholesa]-e buyers of the vegetable raw materials,

o§ners of chernical labs, sbips, planes arıd trucks fcr transpoı-

ting the drugs to the rnain cerrtres of consumption, oig arıd smali

warehouses along the routes, aıd the ciistributive network, to-

gether with the §treet peddlers. us

Mills was lucky to b" th3p3İ}ü jouşlalist to whoın the\Drug

Enforcement Admlnlştratlon (DEA/files aıd alloıued intcrviews

with senioı officers, agents and even informers, It belped him

to meet §ome of the ]eadeıs of, the rmdergrormil corporations,

boththosebebindbaısaııclstll1atlarge.IttookMillsfive
yesİ|§ to vırite a book rıırıning to almost 1_,2oo pages , eİıd packed
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with a wealth oİ factg about three different outflts engaged

in neki:ıg and m€^rketing na.rcotics.

Donald Steinberg, a US citizen and a criminal business

boos, ırhose operotlons raııgeaı oveI four continents aJld yieldeaı

aır income which ıas 1argeı than that of the leading U§ steel-

-maker, was calleil the Heırry Fortl of the iıternational mariJuana

industry (p. r29). Ile earned 1n a ilay more than the U§ president

tt.oes in a four-year teııı. At the height of his career, Stein-

bergl s own bu]-k carıiers each ctay brought into the united states

220 tons of mariJuana valued at $1OO mil]_ion. He had bıanches

in Thailand, Singapore, Hongkon8, Colombia, Panama ı Western

Er.ırop e, aı cl Africa.
For a long time, Steinberg wallowed ln luxury in the United

States and was not just elusive, but even urı.knoşn to the autho-

rities, because of the high state of secrecy under which the

boss was known only to a handful of cronies--he himself vıas

virtually never involved in the operaiions of his outfit. One

of his favourit e rnethods was to buy up a block of houses on a

short stretch of ooast, after which the ınaıi j uanı:. ıvas uıloacled

f rom the ships arıd loacled ont o trucks and t::a j-lers , ııhen the

poli.ce aııd the drug control officers would get wind of j-t and

raitl the place, they would finci nothing but empty houses arıd

aıeserteaı landings. Stej.:ıbergı § ınen never went tw-ice to t.'re garlie

place. once, when they came face to face ıvith jealous meııDers of

the ltalian mefia iı a deserted dock area, there wes a,striııg

of abtluctions dnaı klllings on both sides, but steiııbergls outfit

stood its ground. In its heyclayı it imported one-third of the

marij uana into the United States. In a conversation ıvtth Mills,
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i
Stjnterg boasteal tbat only a handful of drug dealers had a

tuınover of more thaİı $1 billion (see p, ]_o31), lIe was finally

arrested, but sentence't only to ten years in jai1,

Alberto Sicill.a-Falcon ıvas the boss of arıother powerful

ilrugs business with headguarters in Mexico, His villa in

[ijuana, close to the bordeI with CalifoTnia, was a fortress

gueıded by dozens of t}rugs aımed with submachj_ne,,guns, rnaohine

guns, aııd gTenatle-launoherg, But even in that kind of situation

he did not fee1 guite secrııe, and at one time even toyed with

the idea of taking ofer a small couıtry, say, Belize, IIis rnaln

ljıe of buEiness was the buying up of marijuana in Mexico and

cocaine in neighbouring countri.es, aı]d their supply to the

United States" At one time, half the US custorns officers e,t

ttıe Ti j ııaıra check-İoint were in Falconl s pay: they took

$5rOOO for every truck they let th;ough, His main wa::etrcuses

werc Iocated in Guadalajara, in centra] Mexico, "İ:;" 
g' 

'"'
cent of the 1oca]- officials were on his payroll (6, lZS),

Falconrsoutfitmadelı:roadsintothecocairrebusinessirı
Colonbia. The stuff wag all taken to Cartagenı, in ,ihe north

of the oouxtry, from ryher e it ı,;as shipped tc the is]-and of San

4ıciıes, anti there custorns officers a1lowed snıal1 jet 1;ieıes tc

be load.ecl with the cocaine for the same price of $5,00C, Tlıe

jets dıımp etl their cargoes at designated spots in sout;ıeın Fio-

rida antt t}ıen went on to 1aıd in Miami airpoıt without ııy

trouble. ]n Colombia, Falcon operateti with the Medellin cajr-,eit

neıned aft er the t orcn yıblch is lgıoşn as the lı orchid , goJ-d arid

cocajJre oapita}lı. That was wbere the coca paste was brought in

from Peru arıd Bolivia, and ı,yher e tbe 1ooa1 oligarchy hacl coııtrıı].
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not only of the ooca plantations, but Iargely also of the

economy aıd the politlcal porrer. The ?arecles family in Peru

alone haci aıl income frorı cocaine smuggling that was tıigher

tlıan the value of the countryls officia1 er;ıorts: several bil_

1ion dollers. Cumulatively, the turnover from the P,aı:etles fa_

mily to Falcon caıne to over $5O bi}lion a years qf. all).

Where do the narcodollars settle eventually? Mj,lls says

ıvtthout a.ııy hesitation that they are deposited on accoıınts in

gia.nt arıd solid transnational banks, among them Mor gan Guararıty

tıust, Chase lı[anhattan, Swiss Baırk Corporation arrcl Bankers ı

Trust,aıd.stockmarketcorporationslikeIüerrilT.,yncharrd
E.F,Hutton.fhroughtheseandwiththeirhelp,thenarcodol-
1aış are invested in 1egitirnate enterprises in various coun-

tries." The narcobillions blend into the fortunes of the inter-

national f inancial o1igarchy.

TheThaitraderandbankerLuHsıı-shui:.unsaıo.uharnıajor
business, which startş frorn :rcppy plantations in th: "golden

triaııgleıı, the Burmese-Thai border, a"nd which
&re
}l gualded by armed detachments of f crnier kuomiııtang generals,

to beroiı labs in Thailaııd aııd neighbouring countries. He owns

barıks througbout Soutbeast Asia, supply ships rı.ııining via llong_

kong to the united Ştates and other countries, anaı hote]_s, İes_,

taurants, bars anil financial institutions on US territory,

through which he lıas ties with retail traders. The bulk o.i the

herolı §old in the united states goes through tlı:i s outfit, whose

earnings run to tens of billions of do].lars. Iıu l{su_sblıi star_

ted his businesa with the services of US Air Torce p1lots. Maıy

of the §enior officials arıd police officers i:ı Thai 1anil get a

cut from the narcobu§iıess profits. The boss hirnself is a
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proninent resident of Bangkok, 8ıd weaıs tlıe Order of the Wbite

Elephant.

Far fıom e1l the rmderground orga.ni§ati.ong are descrj-bed

in Mi}lsts book, and in ınany caseş he deals only with the tip
of the iceberg, but he is confialent in reachiıg the conolusion

that the narcocorporations could not exlst Ür flourish without

CIA support. He learned rnuch from Agent O2, who hag been acting

as a sort of niddleman betrveen the us socret servicea aJxd the

ırgolden triaırglell generals, One of them, Li Wen-huan, was paid

S}O0 a nonth by the CIA for every solalier be recruitetl, qn6

ıyas also enabled to buy weapons without hindrace. The Thai

border police in the area was set up by the CIA and is uncler

its contıol. Agent 02 helped Mills to meet Li Wen-huan in the

very heart of Bangkok, where I,i goes regulaıly for ınedical

oheck-ups. In thej.r conversation, the general bed high praise

for Washington l s policy in northern Thai]_and, the centre of

opiunı production.

The ııalrugs--arms--urork for the CIAI' is a trilateral coıı-

nection that operates not only in Southeast Asj-a. The sale of

drugs is a most inportaııt source of funal s for paying the arms

merchaııts for the contıas in Central Amerlca, the dushmarı baıı-

dits in Afghanistarı, and ıeactionary aıd- terroristic oı:garrisa-

tions i_n other countries.
one of the main bageş of raw opium and İtg processİ-ıg is

locatecl close to the Afghaı-Pakistani border. From there, the

heroin is dispatchetl to the centres of consuınption in vaılous

ways, inclutling aid from the CIA, w}rile Stinger mlssiles and
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otheT weapong f,or tbe d.uşhman baııditg oşe loaded, onto caıa-
vAn§ on the way }ıoıne. The IJN report says that the quaııtity of

opiuın and cannabis corJfiscated by the Af8}ıan authoritieş iı
.d

1985 was double/-and that of heroin, ten times larger thaı the

1984 haul (see p. 19), aıı increage iı one year aloüe! The US

public oIganişation Christiç Institute says that şome of thoşe

rnixed up in the Irangate scandal were 1ong involved in the

drugs and arrns trade aıd the funding of subversive aıd terıo-
rist activity frorn the proceedu.3 Orr" paper ıeported that the

},{etl.ellin cartel in Colombla gave the NicaJaguan contras $]-O

mlllion through the CIA.4

The drugs buginess has been so viable because it has

ııvorked hand-in-glove wj.th t}ıe secret. şervices. Despİte the
Us

fact that a\secret a8ency<. ıto com-
ı --ceİtraİ Tactical Unlt (Centac)--

bat undeıg/ound corporations\has resortecl to extreme aıd often

provocative ınethods, it has managed to excise no more theı a

thln 1ayer of this malignant tumour. The narcobusiness con-

tinues to Iive and thrive. Mills ınake s no bones about exnos-

ing the ]-argely show-case nature of the lıwar on drugs'l decla-
pr es id ent

rea tr\nİ"ğaıı: "I nevel enoountet'ed anyone who thought lt any-

thing other than a joket'(p. 11B). He erplains why: there is

a s}ıortage of funals, aıd operations are being hanpeIed by

other departııents, rnainly the US §tate Departnent and the CIA,

vıhich believe that the nost important thing is to suppoıt an'l

protect their roilitağy arıd diploınatic allies, even if they

ase connected with the ilruga . buginees. The UŞ maıket is
flooded with heroj_rı frorn pakistarr, while washiııgton has issued
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12.

official statenent§ in support oı the lgleııabad authoritiesI

asşurances that they oaı d,o nothing agaiııst the drugs traffick-

ers. Even Dennis Dayle, the heaci of Centaq told Mil]-s that

ııthe Unlteal States goveınment iş a coconspiratorrl (p, 1159),

Sone atteınptş ırere sti1l ınaale in 1985 arıd 1987 to refute
-{

suob chaıges. A contingent of US officers ana meııEanded in

Bolivia in July 1986 to take part in an operation to wlpe out

the drug-produoing centres. They discovered a few cooaine labs

aıddestroyedsomeoftheplantatİons.Butthenarcobusiness-
rnenhadbeentippettoffbysoıneonearıdfadiİetİarrayingoocltlme
fıom the eıea oombett by the soldierş. By eaIly I9B?, the co-

calnebusiıes§in8o1ivlaırasbackonitsfeetarıdgoİngstron8er
than eveT befor e. 5

Tn Colombia, the government decided to take ıneasures

against the leaderş of the Medellin carteI, and arrested two

of its leaclers: Jorge Luis Ochoa and Pablo Escobar, However,

the former was ,eleased within two mont}rs, aıd the ]atter, even

earlieT, efter paying sorne hefty bribes, In what seemed to be

a responge to the official action, Gui]_1ermo Cano, editor-in-

ohief of the leadjııg Colonbion newspaper El Eş!g!g9or, was

killed aııcı former mınister of justice hırique pa.rejo Gonzaleg

waş seriougly wounded. The Colonbiaı authorities also ma,naged

toarrestCarlostehder,athirdleaiİerofthecartel,and
took bim aboarcl a US plaıe to Floıicle, But tbe oartel i-ıself

haş far frorn been destroyed,6. k
|[he narcobusİ_negs iş rernJably resourceful. Ithen İt got

too hot in colcobia, tlre coceine bosse§ trarısferretl their labs

to Brazil, wheıe tbe ether arıd aoetone u§ed in producıng the

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



1r.

drug are more readily evailable. ifben cocaine prices dropped

in the united states, the gale§ were switched to lf,estern Europe.

More oountrles aıe being involved, aıı d new outfits set up, In

the spring of 19B?ı US offİoials first reported the eristence

offourIgraelinarcocorporationsoperating.'.inAsia,Europeand
North.Arıerica.

Drug abuse anal the

proli,;[bıı} ,].

İrrı"lt drug trade is a global-

arıd it has not spared the socialist coun-

?rofessor S t aıis ]-avM.

tries eitber. the SovJ.et press has reported on the actiyit

underground hashişh anil opium traffickers in the Ukıalne,

-ie s-of

Georglaan.ıcentlalasia.ThecustomsauthoritiesinEastern
Eı,ırope bave been oombatting the i]-licit transit of clrugs from

soıne Asian countrj.es to western Europe. socialist countries

participatedintheinternationalconferenceİnVierrrıawhere
repre sentatj_ves of 139 countries eJı d of ınore tharı 150 non_govern_

menta1 organisationş discussed joint neasureg to stanıp out the

1I}icitmarrufectureofandtrafficinnarcoticsu'bstances.
One of the main rneaırs for 1iıniting drug addiction is to

restrict or deny a11 aocess to drugs, But if that is to be

öone, the clanate§tine outiits operating in various countries

antl on international scale have to be ilestroyed, the tentacles

of corıuptloD and terıorism must be anputated, 9ır'l covert sup-

portbysonıe'eorgt§ervicesaİıdgovernmentsbalted.Thenarco-
busiıess has become traısnational, aıd the evi1 oaı be curbed

antl then reduced to a ıninlmum on§ be effective international

cooperation together ııith internal meesuieş,

Dr. Sc. ( Economics )

Menshik ov
L-/ ,
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1 The Und erground Emp te" lfhere Criıne and

Garden City, New York, Doubleday andGovernm

Jarne s Mills ,

ents Ernbrace

Company, 1986, pp. 1165.

2 Report of the Internatio nal Narcotl cs Contr o1 Board

f or 1985, United Nations , IıIew York, 1!86.

2

' See Time, May 4, l9B7.

4 see ',Ya
shinEt on post , Jı.ıııe 30, a9B7.

5 See Internationa1 Hera}ı] Tribune January 5, l-987.

6 S"e Ti.e, February 15. 1987; New swe ek FebIualy 16, 1987.
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3

FoRı,{ER Us A1,1BAssAD oR, s LETTER TO I ZVEST I A BUREAU
V. 5oIdatov, Izv6ati a

corre€Pond€nt in NeH

'a oHn

Yor k

Izv€Stiğ'5 bur€au in Neç York has r€ce.İved a

lettğr f rorn Robert çlhite, f orıner U5 arnbassador
in El Salvador, şho wrote vıhat th€ United statea
did rrith the truth.

Arıer j.cün Politicians arğ fond of telling everyone that
the Unit€d 5tat€5 iEi "a fr€a country" ond that Aıı€ricğ
always give6 truth the green ıight. If you di6cov€r ğny
vlolatj.on of laç or abuse of power by an off j.cial, you
shou]d 8i,npJ.y r€port it to the Juatice Departrnent or
Congress and they 9i1] start an j,nve€tlgatj.on and take
apPropriat€ ,neaaures. or you ,nay report auch caae6 to a

newapaper or to teıevigion and al j_ e5tablished facts rıill
be ınade pubı ic.

Robert ohita cğın€ .tcro6E a different attitude to
the truth. officia16 and other P€oPl€ did Bvgrything to hush
up th€ fğctğ he hğd co].],€ct€d and 6ilence hiıı and his
friends.

In the eğrly 198os Robert ııJh j.te ııag digınlssed frorn lhe
post of Anerican aınbassador to EI s6ıvador. The
Adrn j.nistration was ğngry lrith the ınan becau.6€ h€ open]y to]d
the iruth about th6 "d€ath 6quad5" which kil],ed PBople on
the 6Iightest auapicion of b€ing dig].oyaı to lhe governn€nt,
Firgd frorı the stğte Departınent, white continued to 6tudy th6
8ituation in central Anerica and condernn us crude .int€rf erence
j.n the af f a j,ra of Central Arn€rican statea.

llore than q year ago Robert uJhite took an intereat in
lhe i1]€ga]. activitieg of the U5 Republican Adrninistratjon
in Eupport of Nicaroguan contra6. He learned that

Tuesday. Apıll 14. 1987
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2

senağor John Karry tjas al5o inVe€tigating those illegaı
activities 9Jhich violated the nautrality act, the arna
export control act and the Bo].and aınendınent. 9Jhite and Kerry
Joinad forceg.

People rrho volunteered to help t hite and Kerry's ınen

began to neet rıith Aın€ricans şho ınaintain€d "contacts" tjilh
thB contrag. one of theın, Jack T6rrel , had particj.Pa!€d in a

nuınbgr of tubv6rsiv6 opgrationt eğrriBd out. by cQntras but
laL6r ,nad€ a break with th6rn, He said that ğontras
5ubver5iVB5 İr€rB direct€d by cIA ğg€nts and thğt the bandits
continuad to receive ınilitary equiPrnent froın the Unj.ted

States after Congrega had paased a bi1} forbidding the
adrninistration to give rniIit6ry aid to the contras. oth6r
cIA-recruited ,nen çho, for various reaaong, had broken aı,,ay

fron the Arnerican gecret serviceg, Provided ,nore

inforrnation gxPosing ihe iıte9at activities of th€
AdniniEtration.

That 1nforınation ghowed that the iJ.legal arna ğuppliea
to the contraa ı'er6 directed by National s€curity counciı
ııen led by Lt . -col . oliv€r North . !,lhit€ and KBrry had

di5cov€r6d that even b€fore ih€ rePorts about North'5
illegal ğctiviti€6 appeared in the pra65,

Th€ forrıer aııbagsador and th€ 56nator di5cov8red another

5ens6tional fact. Aircraft of ihe A,nerican air,Iin€ south€rn

Air Tran6Port, hrhİch brought arııa and othe nilitary
equipııent frorn FIorid a to Honduras for the contrğs, returngd
ırith ınğriJuana and heroin on board. The non€y rais€d frorn the

sğl,es of thğ narcotics went to buy arınğ for the conlrag, The

operation r,aa conducted by CIA agents,
After checking and r€-checking that infornation, Hhich

wag undoubted]y of great pubtic inter8st, Robert whit€

rePBaiedly urged 5ev€rat Congre5s co,nnitt€ea to b€gin ğn

inveEtigğlion and hold publıc h€6r j,ngğ, His arguınents wBre

3Tuesdav. Aprlı 14. 198 7
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]i8t€ned to pol.itely, but hlg requeat ıra8 r€J.cted. He vıag
told that congre5g ıüag trying to,ğava ,non€y and couıd not
aff,ord additlonal h€arlng8.

senator John K€rry aeked the Attornoy-G€neral, Eduard
üee8., to study thE ınfor,ıation hğ had gğther3d ııith whit€,
but hi€ r€qugst H€nt unangHer€d. Th€ senütor aakad th€
Attorney -Gen6raı a a€cond and a third tirıe, but th€ r35ult
waa the 8a,ı€.

Th€ Attorney -General i.,aa not idle, hoııever. He ordgr€d
the loca1 aulhoriti€s to end the inv€stigatj.on about the
Eecr€t air flight that brought ğrrns to th€ contras and
returned to Florida wj.th ııariJuana. Lqter h€ lrould Eay that
he had halted thB j.nve€tigation f or 30 days. (rlhite claiıüıs it
had been halted for alnost a year. The FBI did not
inveatigate the case either.

lrhite and Kerry had no other choic€ but to contact the
pregg and televj,gion, but neşspaper editora 8poke uith then
through cıenched teeth. sorıe Pronj.ged theıı to h6tP ind chgck
the fact and caJ.ı then. No callg çere ınade, hoşever. Later
whit€ and Kerry learned *hy the editors 9rere go

uncooPerğtiv€. İ,lEnb€rs of th€ Adıninistration had tel€Phoned
to the n€w5paP€rE and to tBJ.evi6ion ğnd "€arneatıy
r€coıırnend€d" the €ditor6 to ignor€ th€ rePort8 of th€ forner
anbag6ador and th€ senator. Lt.-coI. oJ.iver Norlh and

3

A8sj.atant secretary of state E].Iiott Abraıns were anong the
officials lrho ın6d€ the cal6-T6ty İefİrred to nationat
gecrets and aaj.d that "falae inforrnation" cou],d n€gative].y
affect. the condition of the hogtageg.

The op€ration to cover up the Adni ni8trat ion' g tie5 19ith
the contra8 did not end there. Justlc€ Departınent official8
na8t€rninded a canPal9n to dj,gcredit |rhite and Kerry and
!heir agğistğntg and tri€d to intirnidate or bribe !,itneage8.
soıne of the 9ritn€€a€a İere offered r,eıl-Paid Job8.

Tuegdav. ADriı 14. 1987
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4

[Jhen rePortg about the Jrangate scandğı beg6n to leak
into th€ Pr6E5 lğst Noveınber a group of nen raİd€d ldhite'g
offic€s. The "unknorın" raiders runnagBd through al1 the
Paper5, including rri tnesg reports and southern Air Trana t
logs, and took ııany
sevgra.l days before
confarence that the
Iran w€re funn€].led

docunents aiday. That had happen€d
Edşi.n lleese adrüıitt€d at ğ Preğg
fund5 rğised.by EeIling Aınerican arng to
io buy arıns for th€ coniraE.

( lzv€siia, Apri l 13. Abridg€d . )
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