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EXC}IA}{GE 0F V-lElıjS. DISCUSSIOi\I

TnADD uj,EOı{ PRoBlE}i§ AI.ID TH8 ATTITuDES 0F oOMIIL,NI§TS

An international syııposiıını ttNew Featııres aıcl Problenş
of the Trşde Un:Lon Llcvernent in trest Eııropean Ocuntrics and
the A-;ti';udes of Ccıınıuıis tg ı| .,rE s b.eld in lıııxenbourg oı
A;oril 21 aı.d 22, 1982, by @ and tbe Central Connittee of
thc Cr.ırrımuni.s t Par',,y of L,uxenbourg. It wag attended by
Corınunj sts ıirorkl ng in tbe 1r"6" nni on novenent aatl dealİ.ı6
ı.ıılth itş prcblens frcro 6 countries ı Austı.16, Denrıerk, tbe
FRĞ, Great Britaiıı, Greece snal ].,uxenborııg.Below is a
siımıno ry of the iıroc eediııgs.

in the late ]-9?0s and early 19BOs, tbe trade ıın.j_oıı novenent
faced g sct cf new problenıs de,ierııined by the current develop-
oen,b of capit;lisrı,:].ts crisis phenornena, aııd ceplta1. s offeısive
cn the vıcrlting ıecpJ_c ı s rights and sccic_etononnic gains. 1his
pı,educec ivithin ';he ı,ıovenent itself various ciifflcu].ties aıd
p-"culiaı, trends a.nd featuı,es wh-ich rcquiı.e close scrutiııy and 9
c]-ecr-cut dcfinitlon ıf t]ıe Comrnırıists r attltude to them.
§ueh ı,ıa s essentielJ-y the initial assutıption of those ıüo took
part in the discus sion.

iiene Urbaııy , Ctıai::nen of the CP iııxembourg, saJ.d in his
op eııı,ng speech thıı t the pcint waı to discuss and ana§se the
demgnCs ızhıi. ch ı;c ı:ıac'ı ı cn thı trade unians ınc] so şlso cn the
pclİ,|icıJ. ın:vcnıc:ıt cf ttıe ı.ıcrliing class in -,.he ]-98Os. Aİ thi;..;

ğ_ocecdings of i.n Inıernationa} Syrnposiunı

lio,vcıleı i at ibe C:,cssroads?
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poi.nt jJı tine, just ş&e! tİıe socİ,aI and politicel contradtctİ.oğ§
of capiialis[ı increas,l Egly stand out agaln§t tbe backgroıüıd of
its dbelı crisis. i i; is nost irıportant to exanine the cond.itlons
ağd problenıs of ihe irade ııııion stru€gıe and to pronıote, tJıro.r€h

exohanges of experie4çe, cpİ.aions 9.ııd inforğatİ.oı, a better rınder_
standing of t-he vdıcle compleıclty of this struggle so ss tc nake
aıl even rıore 'oang:ible coatribution to l t.

[le thinlı i,ü ls lııportant to take accoı,ılt of the follov,rtngı
despJ.i;e the entrenchment of the traısnati.onal corporatloııs in
the state-nonopcly structure of the caplta11,ot cotıntrles, vre

ğre 3ware thet the natlona1 states continue to be the key sphere
and the national orgauisaticns of t}ıe ıvorkiııg elass, the chief
foroe iıı the struggle against nonopoly capitalç At, the aağe tiroe,
tbe in,}ernaticnalisa tioğ proce§§es ,ıılt.hin the systen of state-
moncpcly capitaJ-isrn,, the gro wing interİı.a tİona1 crga.ıılsatioı
of tbe noncpcly bourgeoisie, aad tbe franiıg of a coııiıon
stretegr boiü by the .Jransnaticnals antt by ıııorld inperi,alisğl
ilenend, ınore lnsistently tban ever before, the neeil tc coıcert
and coordiıate trsde ıırıion demaıds gad acti,ca oo uo iot"ro"tlonaI
clesg basis.

This puts a greei responsibility on t}ıe 0oonuni.sts. 3ı|
sustaincd 1ıclİtlca1 action.1 we must preveğt the trade unlon
ııovemen,b from being d.eprived of its clas's funbi;ioıs and fro!ı
beiıg converteti' lnto aa la,s trıı,nent for the d ef bnce of decaylııg
capj.telisrı. To us has fallen tbe inportant rcle of orieıtJ.ıg -

ihe tracle uüicng toşıardş consistent dofence of soclel gains

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



)ı

and §oci:l prog:]ess and effcrts .!c effect §ccıa1 transfoı.matİons,.
fhe trade unicns ı stsnd cn the si;ruggle fcr disarnanent .ıld

foı, peace novı tends i;c be ever nore irıportant, ilı e pres ervation
cf peace ls thc crucial issue cn v,dıi ch depencls tbe oontl.ued
develcpnent of tJıe rnaterial fcıırıclations of ııanlrinti Is extstence
and socie1 progrcss and, indeed, iis very şurvival.

consecluently, the cconuıists are faced ııı:i th a set of new
prcblens connecı;ed. şrıth their work in the trade rıJaicns.

}lırdly aııyt.trlng is noırı nore irıportant, s a ici Bcı.t els
(CP Gıi::,t Brit:in). Being }.ierxists şıe believe tha t there is
no .-ğher ıiny tc trıınsform the capitalist socleğr except struggle,
chief i-y thc struggle of the ııo::king class and ş].so of iıs
allies, Tjı: rccsi; elenıentary orgaaisation rıhi ch can unite the
ıvoı,liers t<:r]i;y (antl nct lu]ı.cn l,ıe shal1 be ab1: tc charı€e their
ccnsciousnıc§ in the desirec ,l.iı:ecticn), ;c rınite th enı for this
struggı ç ;,,gainst the ruling class and tc 1earn in the ccurse of
it th: l:sson th;ı t -bhe::e al.e no complete or final solutions ıd th-
out a redicuıl ,iransf orme,iion cf the sccie.by, such an organısatica
is the trade t,ııicııs. Just noı,ı, t;e be}icve, j.i stanCs at the
crcssrcacis. ';,lıat Co I have in nıin<t?

tlhe ııcrking..cl;ss movenent has been developing ıuıder the
irnpac,; of a nunıber oi objective factors. Fİrst of e1l2. rve

1ive in ı pe::icci ı,ıiti, rapid qualita tive cbanges in the develop-
rıen"; of the iıroc]uc.,.ive fcrces, u t."', ı,ıhich has an i.nf luenc e
bcth oıı ihe org:niı:atiınal structure and behavıcur of the ruliıı*
cfac; iıı ijıe c,.-,pitalist countrles, e.ncl glso oı1 the crganisationa1
s:=uctu;e i:nı]. even r-ıı the goals ılnd formg cf strugglc of .ch.:
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4.

vİofk:l'ng c}aşses. Ehese are chGıege§ cüİch we 
. 
ca1I the soieatİf ic

and techntca1 revolutıon. At the saıne ttrıe, there is intensıve
conçentı,,atlon and ceıtralisation of capıtal, on o scale tJıa t oakes
the national fraııework ioo soa11, aıd trtınğnationaI corporatlons
eınergc. irenendcus poı,ver is concentratetl ln the hancıs of the
entrepreneurs, for ıüon the ıüıcle noa-socialist world beqoues a
workshop ı,ııLıich enebles them tc use the divislcn of labcur aore
effiei.ently and vı,iüı benefit for thenselves, while fiading ihe
ways and neans for pittJng the interests of workers in one
countrTr against thcse of workers ln other çcııntries. By u§iıg
the revclutioğalT chaı,tges 1ı t}ıe proce§§ of producJ.cn in this wey,
cepita1 is ia a positton to exert gro ıviıg pressuıe on tJıe ı.ıork-
1ng people. But f rıant to enıphesise, hcwever, that these objective
p]:cc.sses cuo also be used by üıe orğanls ed wcrki.ng class for
lts cı,ın inteıes.!: .

Uader the inpact of these factors, it uıdergoes changeg!
lhis process has nany aspects, aad I sha 11 deal w:itJı only sonıe
cf then ıüich are ccnnected u,lth trade union problerıs. Firşt
of a1l, tbe sccigl çonditlon and characteristlcs of üıose who
are kııoyıı as ııızhi.,'e rcollar şıorkers'r diff er less and Iöss from tüoee
of the iıblue.colJ.sr ı-ıorkers ıı, as they increasingly Jotn the
rarıJıs of ttıe ızc:.ki n€i class. Eblş strgtuın is not u şma1l oıe bY
aııy lııcans, anri İtc growüh provides a broader bi.§is for trade
uni ın actlıdtJr. But lt alsc prcduces ne17 prcblerıs.

Since 1970, the tracie ıııi on ncvenıeğ.t in Britati bas grorıı1
by J0 per ceııt, anti nonı involves over 11 million, that ts, over
OnC-hSlf of 'i;he enlployeci pcpulatlcn. l,|ihere do tbese people ccroe
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f,rorn? ]iicst cf theoı are, cf ccurse, nvıhite-ool1gr workerg ır,, and
alsc r.Jorneıl. rn cur ccuntı.ır just ncw (and r d cı nct t}ıl_nk that
tt is an eicepticn) 40 per cent of a11 trade unf oıı ğeğıbers are
ıct manual wcrkers, as tb,ey once used tc be.

3y 1985, rre expect wpr]ters by hand to be in a uıinorit;ı,.
But t}ıeir rcle in the socie.üy does not diııinish at a11. fhey
are the nairı force in produotı,oılı uihich is crucial to İts suo-
c es s ı a!.d they are the mos'c organis ed contİıgeıt of the ı,,rorkJ n8
people, and the rıost consisten"i; in strııgg}e. I{ere is an exaople ı
leşs i'ben 200rooo st-riklng niners can briıg to e bglt üg minJng
İ,ndustış of Briiatn and, ccnsequeıtly, pııt Pres§uİe on the wbole
cf ,İhe economyr Or e relatİvely sııa1l nunber of railwaymen could
para§se transpcr-i;, and sc also p:ıoductlon. The ea!ıe cculcl be
şotd of soııe otherlategories of ı,ıorkers. At the sane tiroe, et
1ru6g ıılj orr coiıgres§es the lıuılılte-coller workers ı| ere conİng to
bave e great iııf}uenc e. The 1eve1 of their class ccnsç'ousness
is relatively 1oız, politically they are weğker, tbeir trade
irnJ ıt].,s are neı.ı anc] cic not have eıougb ezperience. And so the
tracle ıuıJ cııs are face<l ıııii;h thj.s serj.ous task: tİ nerge intc a
single rıcveııeni; ııorkers by hand end by brai.n, and to help the
leiter tc nıster the ııetbcds cf industıia]. ı..ıorkerş ı sclldarity
and struggle. The lııvhite-collar ızorkers lı must reallse that they
do not have the si,:ne s,lre.ııgth J.n aegctiatiıg ıııtth the eınployers
es dc soııe ca'ı-egoı.ies of nıanual vıcrkers, that the latter have
pavcd the ıvay for 'üe establishııent şf new uıTj.ons of lıyrhite-
collaı vıorite?s lı, and f,fu6'1; tJıe.r s.-.lidarİty Jıas helped tc streıgiheı
t}ıe lat-"'cı. ı s posi.iicns tn conflic.i;s ırl ih tbe enplcyers r
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The crisls of capitalism is ancther cbjectlve factor
wiıi ch exer-i;s a treııendous influenc e / the ı.n rklrıg -c 1e s s mcveııe.nt.

TLıis crlsls ciiffers frorı al1 the previcus oııes in depth and

dııration, and elso-a fact tha t needs to be emphaslsed__in

icleclogical r,'erns, I kno vr of no econcmist capable of confidteıt-

1y predicting when the crisis ,ııi11- end, and the pecple are

b eglrıntng to realise that üıts is not an ordtnary recession
which ls to be fo11owed by a revive1, that this is not a

sttuaticn in ıııbioh they w111 be without Jcbs for flve or si:r
ııonths, and th".ıt eveıytb,tng vrill then change.^ Tiıey al.ready

fee]. that the crisls J.s a protracted and chroı-l c oıe.. A

wirole gcneraticn is c cı,ıing on the scene tlbioh i§ losln8 8ı\y

hope of cver getting a Job. Fothing 1ike üıat hos eyer happened

before. fhis creates very big problerns for the traale tınion§r,

but this şlso hclds out fresh opportu.ulties.
During the post_ivar econonj.c boorp, , the ruling c],ass. nade

naterlal concessions ıui th relative ease, _ebove a11 becsu§e
eccnomlc grc wth en§ured reletiveJ.y easy pıofit. . In tbe 35
po§t_Vrar years, the trade uıİcns have secureti a subştantial
growth in 'ıhe wcrking peoplels living standards, togeüıer
wi -bh greater dignlty f or the ıı,ıorkers. . The ocnditions were

createcl f cr the ı-ro r.k erg l representatives to be reckoneit ıı.J.tb,

ğot to be talked dowı to as an inferior, but seriously to
negoti.ate ,,dth at the saııe table. And in fh,g ggıınf,ı.dgg

of tıb.ic]ı we speak here, .t}ıe trade ırıi onş have grown. 'Ihat is
netuı,al, becauee i:}n crgr;nisgtlın nust grow if tt sçores sııCCğsç
se.:.
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7,

ihe current crisis bas obanged the sttuatlon out cf all
recognltİon. It ts a feot that the crlsis phenoııena heve nade

j.t harder to extract proflts, and so the erıplcyers are evgr

less 1ocllnecl to make concessicns. At the sanıe tirne, the nas§

unenıployııent realuceg tbe workersr strengt}ı ln the f,lght agalnst

the enployers--and we nust realise tiıis and face the reallty.
Tbere is oot only t}ıe fear of belng sacked for protestin5
a881nst tbe acts of tbe employers. Tbe number of trade ıuılon

nembers in ğreat Britaia has ştarted to decllJıe, gnd that
ls because tbe irade unlons tıave fatled to create tJıe necessaıtrr

structures tc retain the uneıaployed wltbtn their ran}g ı,üeı they

are no longer able to pey thelr trade ıınion dues. Now anil

again, the trade ıuıions fail to realise that there 1s a neeii to
talte special rıeasıııes to drarı into their renks school-leavers
uıho have no-b hed a j ob 1n their lives and, moreover, hove !.o

prospect cf getting one in the future. .{s unenp}oyğıent gTow§.

the trsde union menbersbip tends to fal]-. Last year, accoııalJ ng

to oıır estiııates, trade unions 1n Great Britatn lost ! per
c ent of their merıbers .

Let us olso note tbat the enpJ.oyers bave overcone the fear
tbey had felt in fece of 'üe ıvorktng.class noveııent İn tbe post-
war period. At tbai time, virtually the uüıole oapltallst woıld
had tc dig in, because the ıvorkers tended to aseoclate tbe
tlepression and mass unenplcyment ,,,dth capitaltso, and 1t was

clear thet 'ohe moıcp<ılles ıyere respoasible foı. aazisn and tıiğ'
!uir. The eoıployers haC "bc agree tc serious concesslons to tho
vıoı,kerş, -l;c take s,i;eps tc creete tbe j.rıpres.slcn of sociel stabİ-
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B.

Iİw. They suppoıied tbe idea of a tıwelİare state,i in ııüloh the

şocia1 seourity system had an inıportent role to play, But

fcrilr yeers ]ater, ağotber antl-§oviet end antİ-conınunigt caopaİ_gn

got ıınder ıvay ınd the enployers t fear of the workiıg_class

noveuıent ınıa s scııev,ıbat rncderated. they now f eel more conf ident ı

a}tııcugh they alvıays renıeııber tbat the strengtJı of tbe ,;ıorking

clegs and the tracle ıııicns could g!oıv.

J think tbat the ıoain etrategic 11ne of the 3ul{ırg cle6s

now is to brealı up t,Jıe trede unioı rnovemeat , ıot p§sioally,
but cııly by depriving it of the possibility of exerclstng its
iıııctions and carrylılg oıı the class struggle. lbet ig ,ıt\y I

beli.eve that t&e nıost inrportağt ta§k faclrıg the Oonrıunists in
Great Britain at the present tJ.ne 1ş tc preserve snd 6tf,en6then

the trade unions sc as to enab].e them to defend the vorkl,ng

peclıle and ,ğhenıs elves agalnst capltal offenstve,

In Greet Britain, there ts a spreading anti-trade untoı

carnpalgn end attenıpts are being nade to curb the rights of the

tra.de tııions. iheJ,r represe!ıtatlves met racently to disouss

the straiegr of the struggle. For tb.e first tine tı oıır bistoılı,
a tl rıillj_on fıınd vıa s set up f,or a canpaign in defence of

tı,ade unicn riglıts. But there is nore to it tüan nonQfı Sor

tbe f,irst time, tlıe British trade ıınion nıoveİnent as a uüole

dld not reject ihe 1dee tbet if the need ebculd arlse it would

lgnore "üe laıvs. It ls a great thing for ii to display sucb

d ot erniıı ti cn.

lIc regard it as evldence of,. the trade uılons ı realisation
of t'b:., t ,ıı}ıi ch ts most inpcrtant f or therı: vıt--ges, euploynıent aıci

sociel s cou::ity uııe, of couıse, esseotial, but you ıuilJ. geu-- '

ncthing of ,!}ıj.s iJ i;hc role e4d rights cf i;he trade uııions hjive
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besn undernılned, if they are tncapable of putttng pre§§ure on

capital. Just novı, the 3rittsh trade r.ı.u! cn ınoveoent nay be in
tbe van, it ts one of tbe rıost pouıerfu]. in the vıorld. And,

perhaps1 ihat is pı,ccisely w}ıy tt has been selected as the

first target by i.nternational capttalt
It is obvlous, at tııly rate, that the defence of tbe trade

rın_tons in ttıe f,ace cf the offensive moltnted agalnst then in
varlous oouıtrie§ and ln vartous, forms is, for us, Comrıııııls ts,
one of the ııos's irıportunt ques tions .

Tlıo ideo tbat the trade ıııions are ooııfronted w:itb a

sertous chcice ı,ıa s al§o expressed by Lotbar .§chİİs;ler ( Gerııan

Coııınıınlst Party). The experlence of the FRO working class
over tbe past several decades, he said, was 1n İn8rıy ways pecuııar.
3or 25 yea]:§., tiıe frırces of capltal and social refornıism
tried to present cur coıııtry as ınore kind cf, rnodel for harooniş-
ing the tnterests of labour and capltal in practlce. AJ.thouglı

the wcrking,class noveınent l-n t.}ıe FRG has scored maJor sucoes-
ses in its struggle, töese were attained tbrougb retatively
snall efforts antl dl.d not ca1I fortiı serlous act§ of, oolldari$r
by tbe worlıing pecple. The reasons lte botb in tbe ecoııoıı1o
si;rengiü cf l?eet Geı:man imperi.allsm, vılılcb could af,ford to Eake
fiıanciu], concessions ia order to nıaintain its donl,.nont positioıs1
and tn the existence eıd actlvtty of, nuııerou§ ııntiary trade rıılons
ııııılch ıTere capable, in the virtual ebsence of a reşerve arıay of
industrlal vıc::kers, to exert serious pressure on big cepital,
Those relatively easy successe§ continue 1ar5ely t<; dete:ıniae
the thinkiıg of r-rcrkers and enıployees in töe FR6 to this day,
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10.

while the contex'ç of the struggle and the pol1ttcal and eccno!ıic
situa-i;j.on h;ıve uıdergone o conplete change,

§ince tbe nİd_1970sı the condltions foı the existence of
§lest Gerııiın irıperlalisrı, the conditi.cns fcr.t}ıe use of capital

has
have ıındergcne ıı fıındamental change, the arıos race/been stepped
up, aıld ttıe fıınd s earnaı,ked for ı.ıages aad the financiıg of socıal
reforıns have been reduced. §ince the 1974-1975 crisis, ER§

coııcerns hgve been cpeıüy stri.ving ic secure a rettistrıbutlon
of the ıaticnaI incone in. their favour by depressing the ltvtng
stand;rds of the wcrking people. thet is vıılıen tbe trade ı.ııions
adopted their defensive tactics. During that cycllcal crisls;
they succeedcd in rıaintaining the leve]. of real wagesı and j.n

1979 eveıı securec lcnger holidays for a naJority of workers and
enployees, but with the start of the fclJ.oYrlng cyclica1 crl.sis
l,n 1980, there has been evidence of o reduction J.n real incoııes.
fhe governnıent has lauıched a reşolute drlve against the social
aıcl pclitlcal rig!.ts vıiıich had been vıoıı over the past eevera}
decades.

lhe ııass lockouts of, recent years lvere debigned to cıırb
the actt,ııitry of the trade ıınicnş and tc undermine tJıelr fi.nances.
Increased pressu:]e ı,ıa s exerted on tbe rıorker§ ı representativea,
trade ııni on officiols were 

' 
put ıuıder §u]ıvelllağce by goverıııent

agencies and elec'i;ronlc suıry,eillance systeğı§ y.Jere set up iı
industış to nonitor ıvorkers.

Iıiass ıııenıployuent inf 1l.cts the ınos t bruta l ca].anities on
the ıırorking class, flhe exlştence of a Teserve a rrşr of near}y
2 nillicn oarl;edly sharpens conpetJ.ticn ıvithin its rağ.ks. There
are even signs of lcc.,]. egolsu tn the trade uıion struggle
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11 .

against the clcsure. of, enterprises. Bourgeots poltticiaıs aıd
scienttsts alreaıly speak of tıv.: ııclasses'ı; the jobless aıal the
ı' j cb_lıclderslı. Such ccnıpei;ition tends to cause, in perticular,
a gro ı,rth of hcstilii;y f cr f oreig]ı worlıers, a faot tbe neoı4gzl
group" have alreedy been using wiih scme sııccesa.

tbe bentra]- questicn tcday ls uüat are the oıganisations
of the ı,ıorking clas: gojng to dc about it. The Report of the
GGP B<.ıerd tc the Sixüı Congress of the Party İn 1981 satdı
ııIn a peı,iod in ,.üich blg capital }ıas gone cver tc an open

offensive egslnsi the working people ıs 1iving standards, ğnd peqce

1S jeopardlsed by the policy of coııfrontation and stepped up

aros race, t::ade rııion struggle acguİres eepeclel lnportance.11
Our irade unions ıow face the nost serious test iı their

hi.s,i;oı7. On hcvr successfully they ıı*i11 pass the test depeıds

tbe eititude to i}ıem on the part of wcrker,s and enployees J.ı
the future. If 'cbe trade ııntonş set the wofking people an

exanple of steadfastness and confidence in ttıeir oı.ıı stı.engtJı,
this ırj.l]- redouble ,the enerry of the u,.crking populati.on ln the
scruggle for its rights. If they evade the struggle, a 1oss of
ooğfİdeEce in -ühe trade ıırıions ccu].d begİa.

lısccie1 par hi ll ascc

For the ,i;iıne being, agai.nst üıe backgroııJıd of the cıisis
in ihe other ccunt::j es ı Austria ccntiıues ';o have e special
status, and <]oes no,i; seen tc f it into the general pici;ure, said

' f Frotcl<all des 6.
}artei , i-Iaıuıcver, 1P81,

?arteltags der Deutschciı. Korıüı,ı.isttscben
p. Bo.
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12.

(C? Austria). The leve1 of ıııenployııent ins

Austria is 1crıer1 and the gro wth of pri.oes slower than it is ln
nost otber' liestern coııntries. tbis ts due to a number of factorsı
a favourable ener§r situation, şüich is ccıı[ected w:lth the bigh

Ievel of energr 6eıe:,aticn and the lorıg_tern contreci;e on the
gupply of enerry fron the U§SR aıd otber socialist states;
Austr:la|s proxinJ.ğr tc these states and its lirıks with them,

a fact ııiiıich has an influenc e on the acticns of tJıe goverıınıent

aıd tbe captalns oftthe 
"conorqy; 

tbe iact üıat a sizable part of
t}ıe Gross National Product is reollsed in forei.gn trade, rıbiJ.e

trade relations and çccperation vri th tbe socialist ccııntrles
prcvide long-terrrı jobs fci, ücrrdhly 15or0o0_2oor0Oo; ancı Augtrİars
aeutraf sta-bus, ıvbic.b gives it advantages iğ tbe sphere of
eccncııic policy.

Lei; us bear in niıd th.at in Austrie there is a coıtradto-
toıy conıbinatj.cn of the econoıntc powel- of capital and the
political pc,.ve:: cf the state resti.ng on a system of ı|social
partnershipıı, r.*ıicb hel-ps to lnstitutionalise ccaclliatory
relations betıveen the goverarıen,;, bıısiness gıd tbe trade ıınloı
Ieadersbip fcr tbe purpo§e of naiıtaişiııg ıısoclal p€oc€ııo tlıey
take joint decisions on a11 tbe noiı socla1 and ecc!,oınic problens,
bypassirıg the elec,üive organ§. In political teııns, ıısocİal

parbnersblp'ı biııds the trade ıınions to parti,ctpation iı apread-
ing ,i;he deliberate lie about there being sooıe kind cf conınıııJ.ty
oi iıterests betı,,,een capita1 and labcur. In eccnonlc terns 1 1t
8erves cupİtııl, bacause i,i; iııposes on the traıle ıınioı leaclership '

a r3nu!.cia;ion cf ';he use. of the ııilitant potentlal of tbe woı.klrıg
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13,

people in the stru5gJ.e for their cnaı eoononio llteres-ğs. lTitiı
the ı|sccla1 partnershinlı policy i§ clo§ely connected tbe Iinılta-
tion of denocracy ln every sphere of, trade union acti,vi,ğ, Its
ııa 1n prlnciple is the cutttng sbort of stıy §ıos§ action in order
to provide th,e leedership with the contlitions for coacilletoılr
actj.vity.

Ee ncw b,ave a situation in vilıich even the parlianent iıas
ııo soy otı şone issues. Negotlations on son€ problÖns are oarricd
on on§ betıveen üıe chairııan of tbe Austrl,aa trecle UıJ.on Feciera-
tlon aod the president cf the Pederal Dcononic Qhanber1

aıd on§ that nüi.ch tbese tı,ıo Ee! declde goes to the parliaııeıi.
In ccısequence, it has becone sonethlng of aıı executive ageıcy
for the declsions taken by İhese tıpo nea.

tbe §ocial Deınocrats seek to use their naJcriiry in tJıe .|,ustr-
İaı trade Union Faderation to bolster their ovoı pcrlie_
nıeıtaış iıcsitions. Ehis İlean§ not only the integration oı tüe
tı,ade ııni cı asecciaticn into the franework of 8overaqeıt policy1
but also ıüat ccu]-d be called personal integratioıı thıee ııiıis-
ters are sinul.i;aneously cbaiııoen of the tbree major seotora} trade
ıııicns, ıüile tlıe chal'ıııaa of the Austrian lraiie U!,loı ledera-
tioı is ginultanecus§ the president cf the parliaoent. .{,

nunıber of otlı.er siate seoretartes concurrently 'bold inportant
posts in the trade ıı]ıio!.g.

Hor,ıever, this. poll,cy has beon noticeably lostıg i.tş popular|-tlıc-ıty aııon8 / ,ııcrlters. The assuraııceg tbat lustria alıeady bas e
ııwelfare statelt, ti soclelly balaıced state, and that capitallsrı
hes been,overc3ğıe e,.e ıı,o w being refuted by tbe gro ıring eoonouic
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diff icultics, :]ild, ';lıe ivorlıing class is conıi.ng tc realise that
ii hıı:, been s_Lıılıly chl:a-:reı-l .

rn the r.ceil-, Dericd, resis'üance tc the cutbecks in sociaI
benefits, tbc s.ıc}:ing and ,'çhe clcsure of enterprises has grc ıııa

and şccluiı,ed ne,,ı f crıııs, fn the iıırrı of Judenbu::g, 10r 000 pe ople
!,{ent cui in,i;c ;.lı e s-}ı,ee,is tc nrctes'; ageins-b the dJ sııissal of
vJJr]ıers and the threıtened clcsut ı cf the VJV{ plant. At the
paper nıi1l in ı,li]:]-ssclorf and st r;he Fe]_ten Guilleaume ı.ıoriis,
the ıTcr];erş blccL:d ,i;h e stıeets in prctest a8.]iıı§t the closu-re of
their en'ı;rlıı,i.ı e ı lınd c re'.ıı the sttenr;İcn of -bhe public io thei::
prcblemı. In ,,'1ıi s .ction, ın ective rc]_e ı.ıa s playeci by the
],ef ,; Trıci: Union 31ıc :nd the Coıırıuoists.

,:S re j oinder: 3or yceırs, lısociel partıershİpı'l

ıva s a t e-,:nı --eecily used in the FRG. You w:Ll1 ncıv herdly find a

trade urıiın fuıcticnaiy using this terın in a positive §enseı
Ovcıl;he pas-i t,,,/c or thr:e years, broaci maşses of trade

w::ionis-i;s h;:ve ccı,l: ,bo rea]-ise mo-::e clegrly thet the S..;cİal
Deııc.;:ıt-led 5ovı:nnıen-5 hgs f ai 1e,i ';o put fcrı-*,rci a.ny ;}.terna-i;ive
in f iivcul, cf the vc-,ke:s and ag,inst the effort to burden then
,l,ıi t]ı the ç,€i8h',; cf -lh.; crisis. iierş is an exerılıle vıhich demonstra-
tes tite ,b::e nd in ı.iı e changing ıhinJting ı-.ri thin the trade unions.
on L{ay Dey cf -ihis ye:r, the Sıcia1 Derıccrı.i minister of the
],tro:r"i;h Rtıİ en- i,le,1l ı'ph:lİa iıas slated tc d.e]_iveı. a speech 1n a

Ruhr iovnr. I;l;.ııy ';::ade union func,tionaries, mcstly Sccial Denıocrats
in tiı:,' '; c,,u,rı ıze:"e ag.:inst inviting hiı,.ı to sp-^ak. lihy? fheir
::e :scnirıg !,/j;, is fc_]_]_.-.,,ıs: if thE rneeting ıre:e uiC,r,ısseri by the
s1-,c,:esr,lııı ci thı gı,vcrnnent iiıhos e pcJ-İcy is .:iiıecl to reduce the
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ıırorl(ing i)eople.s living standards, the 1cca1 trad,e ıın{cn leaders
cculd nı-.,l; be resiıonsible foı- the consequenÇes. tbere are rıany

other sinilar exaııples, eacl tb.ese are tcta}ly new trende which

have not yet asşuırı.-.d such an acute fora. They should lot be

overestimated, but lt wou]-d also be urı.ong not to reckon uri.ü

thern, especlally frcn the standpoÜ-; ot the possibility of qoope-

ratlon vri th iüe §ccia1 Denocrats in .bhe trade ıınioıs ı
this id es vıas ccnti,oued by Aloyse Bisdorf I (Cp Lııxeınbourg)

who said that ıüat has been sald about nsocial partnershi,pr, t}ıe
ıliıelfare statelı and tiıe itıvolverıent cf, ttıe traite uııt cng l.ğ
realisiıg such coaceptions testifies that ıısocia]- partnershl,p.ı,
tn the forn in ,ğjıich it lras accepted by the sccia]_ iieoocratic
trade ıxıion§, rıra g characteristic of the perioii ııihen the economlc
outlcok şıa s favourabie. This policy is noiv proving to be a

f,iasoc, and the govcrnnents, eveiı -i;hcs e headed by Social
Demıcrats, tc say nci;hi.ng of thcse b,eeded by rigbt-,ıriııg perties,
are tırying i;o break up the network of sccial secıırity bui.It up
earlier, ıüile the -bra<te unl ons ı,ıhich were involved, in the
partnership policy are being attecked. It i.s bei.ııg said tüat
by their denands tlıey have babitueiecl the wcrkers and the rest
of the pcptılati.on to ltve beyond tbeir means. The trade ıınİ.cıs,
for their par.t, have gone oveı. tc the defeğce.

In t}le rnld-J_97Os, the trade unions aIlovıed tJıeuıse].ves to
be involved ; n lısocial partıershlpıı tb.e Lırxemboıırg way, vıhi cb is
an lnstitu,ülonalised system of trilateral cooperation enacteit
1egislati.ve§. They agreed ';o a collective ccııtract, a sb-call-
ed zcro coııtrı c-i;, wbich is ln tcrce unti]. the end of 1983 end
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yülch sey§ 'cha,b ıınti1 then the tı,sde uxions ı,,:l11 not denaıd

any !ı/age rises, provided vlages €rre autorn8iİcally ad justed to
the groıdü of pılces. But lndexation has been abclisbed by

the goveı,nııen,b and -i;]ıe crisis has lııduced tbe onployers tc go

back on tlıese obli5at:ions.- §his bas put the trade ırnlons in a

difficult situation and they are forc,ed to redefine tbeir posl-.

tion. There 1s also lack of clar{ty ıvi ih respect to tbe econooic

policy of the §cctal deıoocretlc circles., §cne forces iı. tüeir
uıi<ist are prepared to go along a corımon ,ıay wit}ı. tbe Coonuıists,
but tbey are, ıınf ortıınately, still toc weak.. üıe futııre
,!ıri].l sboçr vdıether they are able to gaiı ln strengthı

A11 these events have forced the trade ıınioı leadership to

reco5nise tbe futility of üe nodel based on lısoclal partğer-
sbiplı and to resor-! tc measııres of prctesi, s onei;hing tbe

Conını.ıııists had long agc enphaeised. On i,iarah 27 ı 1982, a

powerful deııonstraticıı uJa s stoged in tbe capital. It was attend_

ed by aeer§ 4Or00O pcople, i.e., roughly a quari;er of the

wiıole ızcrking pcpulation. A i,ıarıing strike vms s,baged on Apri1
ı

51 an{its scale exceeded all expectations: 8O,OOO perscn§
l

dov,,]ıed tcols. These two trade ıınton aci;s had tbe follovriııg
characteris,iic f eatures :

- bhe unprecedentetl sccpe of the nıoveoent, wiıich tuned out

to be ihe rnost ııasslve since the Second Tiorld Wisr and ıİı*l.çb

iavclved yıorkerg nct only at the maJor enterprises i,n tbe heaıry

indus iılr, bu,b also ai the mediun aad small enterprtses;
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- ttıe polj.tical -benor of, the ııcverıen-ü 1 üırbich iı'a s dtregied

prirnarlly agains'ı the governnent pol1cy;

-thebrcsdinira-tradeıi'ııionuJıİty,,üichvıasdisplayedin
t}ıe ccurse cf the demonstratiJn, fcr the participation tn ufıl oh

acallşı;sissue.ıbyallthetradeunionorganİsııtİcns,İncludİng
the c,hristlen, uıhıc,b thereby stocd a]oof frcnı tlre christian

§coıa} party, the chief partner in tbe gcvernment ooalıtion.

Tt is becoııing ever more obvıcus that a1l the İoıms of state

eğcoııjrageğıent and stinulatloıı of the capitalısts faı1 to
yield an eeononlc effect ııJıles s tbey involve ınea§ures of goerolog

and ccııtro] on tbe part of i;he state, fn tbis oonneotlon, the

üP Iruxomb c urg has ,,,rorked out ttıe coıception of an econonlc polİcy

providtng fır tiıc nationa].isation of the stee1 1ndustry, and

İts views were set fcrth in a panıphlet püıblished by tbe Jan ltill
Cenire. '0e succeeded in starting a disoussion oıı this problem

jı t.}ıe trade un:ions. They are novf engaged in r eıı:i e w:ing the

concepiıions of eccnonic and social policy anal foraulatiııg

alternatives ı-Jhich are to be shortly put up fcr discusslon by

extraoralinalT treale uğion congregses ı
The di§cussicn of this point llr s continued by ens }lo ıyer

(C9 Denrıerk) vıhc said that rıntiI recently the ŞociaI Deınoqrats

were at the 'belm in }ıls countly fronı 1975. The so-cel].ed 1ncones

pollcy was an attenıpt to put through sone ıneasures in the flnan_

ci.l slüıere fcr the nore efficient use of sccial re§ouroe§.

Tbe governrıent 91§o had the gcal cf erüancing Denrnark ı s corıpetitiı
veııesıj cn the e:ıterna]. ınarket. But it also clalnıed that capltal
needed ,üo have en inc ent j.ve f cr lnveg';ment to create nevr j obs.
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As a result, t}ıe vcıy icugh ftnanoial policy of our §oçis1
Demccrats ı-ıa s essentially no diffErent from thet pursued by

Reagaı or Ehatcb.er. Only tn the ].atest peri.od of the ıırage-rate

ag::eenen'os ğıız in ef,f ect, oonslderable cbanges were nıade tn tbe
wage-raie sys';ern, autoıoatic cost of 1iving adjustments were

abclished, coupensatioıı for governnıent officials reduced, etc,
Ia accordence ıııi tb a report issued by the Goverıment §ecretqriat
for Econonıic Affairs, frco 1975 to 19Bt, the ree1 wages of
ıotrkers wbo are nerobers of the centra1 Association cf, th.e

Trade Unions of Denmark drcpped by 1? per cent, and those of
governnent enployees, by 24 per cent.

Coısequently, tbe characteristic ttuing qbout Değmark is
that the off,ensive by capital ııas b eJ.ng supported aıci encouraged
by i;he sıcj-tıl deııccı.atic gcvernmen.b.2

lhe ground YJi§ ı]repared for rıha t is knoıııı 1ı otıı coııntıy.
as lıtrilateral negotiations|ı: the goverıment, tb,e i;rade ııılon
cen,ire and, tbe eııplcyers ı ııaion get togetber to assess the
econonic state of tbe society and 6g!96 on t}ıe franework ı.rith.iı
uilılch the ıvage-rai;e agreeınents are tc be nodified. After th.at,
tJıe indivlclu.ı] i;rade unlons are allovıed to ftght for tte a]ııııbs
that fal1 fron the rlch naııs table. Thİs lolicy of, conpronıİ.se
is not yet being pursued qutte open§, but- one ls straıck W the
identical statenents issued by tbe trade ıır,{on bos§es, tbe leadı
ers of i;İıe enployers ı tlnicğ and ti.e ntrristı-y of econon:Lcs and
its eccnonic aCvisers.
%

o' This polic;ı has been continued by the bourgeois ğovero-
ııent f cı.uıed in Septeabe:: 1932,
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ı'Higber vıage§ or neıv jobsn--tbat is how tbe enployersr

uıion, the cuntral Associatioa of the ı""d" uİİ;;;T;İ'tİİuZ*"
alternative cn the eve of the 1983 wage fate bargaini.ng, but

everırone knoçe 'chat the resİratnt on wages ctid not help to
create eddii;ioııal Jobs and that, on the contraıy, the nunb er of
ııneoployed since i979 has doubled. Iı 19Blı of tbe 1.5 n{1-
lioı ıııionlsecl rıa5e ıvcrkers, ?OOrOOO, iı 9. ı ğeaıly one-half ,
variously rescrted to the ı,nemploJrnent atd fund. In 1981,
tbe nuı:ıber of uneııployed averageci almost 3OOrOOO, to ubicb
ghou}ci be added 1ooıooo per§cns ııho have nore or 1ess voluntarl-
ly 1eft t'he 1aboıır rnarket.

liıe 1nterna1 conınodity narket has been ıınde:nined by the
super-tougb wage-rate and piece_raüe polJ.cy. Houslng construc-
ticn has vlrtually cone tc a halt. Iıdustıy is ıııable tc
se11 its products because the purchesing power of the popula-
tion i.s llııited. The ırage policy pursued by the governıneat ıs
the reason wIşı Dennark takes the ııprizeıı as Europers leadin8
countnr oğ orıe essential indicator: ıoass üıenployıoeı,t. This
provides gccd evldence that the reforınists ı line is untenable.

Fo1low:iıg t}ıe victory cf the c]enccratic forces in October
1981, sald Yia lLnis Th eona s (CP Greece), the working_class rnove_
nent in ouı. corııtry wes faced ııırith neyı and iinportant tasks.

The deep ecorıoııic orisis is rooted in th-e ııiıol e of earlier
d evelcpıneıt. The vıay along ,ıdıich Greece has been 6gylng 1s
cbaraci;erised by uıcontroile<ı nonopoly cper,tıons and dependence

U.ni.tv.ı. th:a__C e!Eg],_Prq!]s.g_
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on forelgn capital. lhe governments of the right-vriıgers
ıvho rulec] the coıuıtry afte:: the overthrovı of the dlctatorshİ,p

strove to shift the burdens of tbe crlsis on t}ıe ıvorkiıg
pecple a§d tc iııcrease tbe profits of the cotıcerıı§ ı In oıder
to achieve this, tbe authoritias irled tc nanipulate the

workers ı trade rı.çliols. Xıiaking ective use of ııarious cpportırn.| -
tles for iı,üeıvention, of reactionary trade union statutes end

esiabltshing puppet orgaıisations, the rtght riag governnent

rıanaged to extend its influence on ınost of the associated
organisations, iacluding the 8ederatlon of lıabour. wiıos e

board ı,*e s lnfiltrated by a5ents of t.he enployers.
One should bear in ıuind that these pecple'bave notbing

in coıınıon either w:i th sccial denıocracy or reforrnişm, the
iıf lueıc e of ı:ef orrıisıı in our c oıi.ııtıy is Ilnited , wbicb is
ııüy tbe erıpJ.oyers have directly intrudeil Jıto tbe vıorktıg_
cla§s novement, inplanting thelr agent§ so as to split ancl

denobilise it. lıfter 1974ı ı,vorkersr organisatioıs displaying
c].ass ccnscioııJıess n,ere expelled from trade union associgtişııs.,

Just noıv, there are five trade ı,ni on co.nf er]erationş in
the countılr, but only oıe of thern has arıy reaI iınportaıce ı
tbe General Confederatio1 6ş.Graelr labcur (OCGI). Its
activity is f,iımly based on class principles becouse of the
j.ııfluence of ihe Corıoııııist Perty. tt has pursued a policy
cf uni ty cf tbe .ı:ıcrkiag class ; t tbe grass roots., and has
cocrdİnş';ed the activitlr of the trqde uıİon's wltbİğ the GCOTı

vri th ihat cf the ctber trade ıııions. Ee have got do vaı tc
working cut the t;ıctl,cs for ctıoperaticn betı,;een variously

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



trade union organdsations and

'uhıs cocşeration on the bı:sis

2]-.

seek in every way to

of a Joint action progı,anıi

ort ente d

enccurage

Eet

The party noir in povıer is the Paıbetlealc §oolal{st üovenent
(PA§OK), ntıicb represents anti-mon€poly enti denocrattc tratiltions.
Iı spite of sone positive steps ı,ııhic.b bave belped to ilemoçratlse
polttical 1ifer'j.t bas not gone far in reallsing its electoral
pronises. In the econogıl,c slüeret the enphasi.g ls on private
lnitiative, no aatl-ııcncpoly noasııres ale being taken, and ııo
concrete iıi'ui:tives bave been nade to eıd -bhe depeadeıce oa töe
nonopolies.

tbe gcvarnnent asserts that 1ts policy ls an optinal one1

so tbat even if it has failed to live up to sone of its pronises,
that dces noibing to mJ ni.nıiee the inportanoe of l.ts aüİ.eve-
nıents. 3ut everything thet has been achieved has been done

ıı.ad er pres§ure from the deııocratıc forceş. fhe rıgltists coıtlıue
to have soJ.ld positlons ln the state apparatua and lıave beeı.
tıyiıg to prevent arıy changes ln the governneni; ı s pcllcy tJıa t
could ceprive thcn of power altogetiıer. Tiıe result is a bigbly
cooplicated and contr:dictoıy situaticn tıı the cb-untry, ııb.içh
is characterised, on ,!he one bandr. by fresh pcteniiallties for
tbe develcpnent of the nass oovenent anci for gnother turn towards
deınocratisa tion, and cn the other, by resictance' tc th,is frcın tbe
rullrıg circles, impeı.ialisn aıd the ollgarc§, bnti also by the

fact tbet bhc ?A§OI{ goverırıentis policy is rnar]ted by conclli.atioı
6n4 backslitii..a.g.
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c.)

A neıv biIl on the eciivity of the trade rıni ons and

wcr].crs' representati.on ııas recently put before the Parllamentı

It conteins a nunrber of provisions ,ıdıich shculd substaniia].ly

help thc ,,vcri;ing-cla ss struggle, 1ike the corıplete prohibition

of 1oc}tcuts, tlre ban on the employrcent of strike-breakers during

strikeş i;nd judioiı1 harassment of stri]:ers, 1egislaiive guaran-

tees cf t::ade wıiın vıork on tlıe shcpfloor,, e-i;c.. These are

irnportan,i provis,i cnJ being rıooted in our corıntry f o:, the flrs,t
tioıe, and they sti1l have to be fought for.

As virtually al1 the participants in tbe symposium said,

the set cf o::cb]-erıs cıncerning trad.: ıınicn ıınittrı within eaoh

co rıni;::y and iıı t.lıe international arena is extremely broad and

sclutiıns fc:: a1'] thıse prcblerns ,,,;i11 not be found al1 at once.

But these are clearly centrgl problems, and at,Lılnment of the
goaI r.quj_res much fla:ibility, perseverance, paiostaking
work, aııd unificat; on firs,i' of all on i;he rnost impcrtant problens

wtıich ,}r.uly lequii] cJoımon effcı.,Ls for their soluticn.

Hc v,ı tc counter e Transne tic nsls?

'Ihe drive by bi3 caoital agains'ü the :,,,crking peopler s

rights ie proccedin€; agıinst the background of objective pl.cc es-
ses ccruı.ected lı:L';h sc.: entif ic and technic::1 nr:gress and thğ

deveJ.cpnıenı of econoıııj_c socia]_igation of püoducticn, notabTy
in the fcı:r^ı of t:ransna ti:,na]_ c cı,iıcra ti crıs. Renarkin8 on ihis-'
faci, pıı"uici;ant; iıı l;he syrnposiuıı s:t therıselves the fc]-1cw_ 

.

İng quesii:,ğ.: is it ı,igh; tc say that .i;he tı-ude Üi.ıns iıeve'-'
turnıd cu,"' -;-, be pc,ırerless in the fece cf these neıv ph,eacmenu ?
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Anc.n13 th:,...ı ;jıi h<ıv:. sug6es-ücıi tha-b ,i;he }ri,dc unicns are
I-ıc !hi.,r Schus,.1e r.

,bhı..,,İ is s,;r,ıct]riırg i;İıı,i,; neeclı; trı be ccnsicie.,.,ed in a11 seriousnesı;.

It çı..ı uld, b.: :.bsurd i;.;, ı, -,sis,t scientif ic end technica1 prcgress,

but it is nct eiııugh ,l;.; iırsist cn]-y .n cvercoming its socla.l

CoRSGQl],€İ.Cr]sl fİıc strug8le nıus,b b: almec a,Ü ı fundamen,i;al changc

in the ıı..ıcic-ı_,cıncinj-c c;nditions ıvhich ,tend to ';urn sciantific
and -üe oiulcı1 llrıg.,.,e ı s ugainst ilıe ivo;king peoTJl,,j. It is incon-

ceivlıb]_,: t.:, iııırıper the t:ccnoiıİc socialisa,bicn of p::oduction

ei,thır, bu'ı ,}]ıc- tr:nsnationalg have capitalisei cn it and have

us:d ,bh:,; :: groızlı3 strength Bgeinst the ı,ıc r!ıing class, while

sorne cf the ,irsı].itiona1 means of resisting the drive by cepital
have, incieeri. oı,cved -i_, be less effective th,:n ihey have beeıı

in i;he i;ı,s,l; 'ılıis ı:i:;,ns tht" -i cne of the 1:ey tasks is t.ı finc]

roetlıc,,dı cf s,brugglo correspcndin8 tc tho neı,ı ccn,]iiions.
Thc ıtrilte is the ,bracje unicnı s chief weal]cn iı the fight

agılns,t capi -;T 1, A c , but 1i tends to be

1-.s;; i_: n,-1 1css, effective, because in ,;he eveni cf ı., s i;oppage,

in,bırnatiın":_L c_.ııi,ba1 is caııable of trensferring productj.on

frcın one cıuntıy ,tc another. }Ieı,e i.s an exan,ıple: for fcur
mc.n,i;.lx: ,.,ıı: l;:,cc].uc ed s'ceel pl.ı,be and no cne knevı uıiıere the orderş

have c _,r.ı : fı.;ıı" i-{ı en tiıese hıı been fulfilledi , it becanıe ]cnovıı

tha b bhe ;teol ıılıı'ı e ıns tcı have been nrııde by our British
f e]_]_ci,,-;ror]:e::§ ıüc ıycrr: then on s,i;rike. Thr-,,b is ı*ıy s highly
J.rnpc::i:a: _,-.;ıbJ_ en i3 .]r8anising in,terna';iona1 ccopera-i;İon cn

th-- ,lrıc,: uiıic n ]_,:vel, anC :verr bei;t'er, .also on the party 1eve1.
',1e beiievc i,; is ızır-l;h cı:'_sc us si.ır5^.
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Ii is the absence of global ıııuity of the trade rıııicn nove-

nent tbai gives the trsnsnationals sccpe fcr action, said Bert

&ggg§g. I wou]-d even put ii thts ticay: we flnd big capital
united, but there is no corresponding unity of the wcrkers.

the trade unlcns reco8nise thls, bu,! up to noıv they have not

naııegeal to overccne the diff,iculties and conserva'iisn rithin
their cvıı organisaticns. There are also ideologicaI disagreeoıents

vüılcb divide t,he workers, aııcl tbere is not yet enough desire to

overeoıne these dlsagreemeıts. Ccnseguently, the s tr eagth ening

of ıııity in the figbt agai.nst the traısnattonals is aı urgent
problerı and vrays and oeans need to be found to overconıe tJıe

difficu]ties Tüıich haıoper its so].uticn.

Sonething in t}ıis context has been achieveal , and töere
are potentialitles and exeoples of jolnt actlon by trade ıınİoıs
o! tbe ]evel of shop stewarCs eod trade uni on 1eadershlp a,b

the fectory level. Iı our ıriew, permeneıt organi.sational
ştructures of workersı represeataticn on aıı İıternatloıal scale
§houJ-d be vıork eci out. Even iıterıational negotiations between

the trade uıions and tJıe traasnationals cculd, after a11, be

g33gnged to prevent tbe corporaticns fron setting oae group of
vıcrkers egainst o tJıers.

Ee already have scme experieace. And this is not as tlif-
ficult as it ınay appear at first slsht. In particular, a

struggle has been started agai.ıst twc nultinetional flrns
(one producing rubber, and aaother carş ). Tbe trade ı;nicıs
dJ.ıpatched i] grcup of shcp sieıııgrds to varİous eaterprises in
Europe ,i;o 1ay +"he foundatiıns of c,ıopeı.ation. Their misslon

l.
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was -] gl,ea,l success. For instance, §olidarity relati.ons have

been established uri th §panlsh, Belgian anil !*rench worklng

pecple. close ties betvıeen tbe workers of enterprises of one

and the ss!ıe multlnatlonal firnı prevent then fron belng pitted
a6ai.ıısi; eaciı otiıer. that is a oew probleıı ndıich ccıfroni;s
ttıe trade ı,4ions and şbich they nust solve if tbey waat to
§uıTive. Gloser contacts elso need to be develcped on tbe
trade union 1eadersbip level iı various cou.ııtri€s.

I iıave seid that w9 grğ looktag for new neans of stnıggle 1

but new use can also be nıade of o1d oaes in the cbaıı8ed condl_.
tlcns. For iıstance, tbe takeover of enterprises. Şone tiııe
ago it ivas frequently an effective fo:cm of struggle. liEıen the
wcrkers took over a plaıtr. tbe oıvıoers vıere unable to recruit
strike_breakers and gei; :Lıto tbe plant. Noıv nany are afrai<i
tc start e stı:ike and take over €i plaıt believing that if
they dc so, it şı:i11 be closed dounı.- ihere is good grouncl for
such İearş. İhousands of wcrbtirs nay flact tbeoselves ırlthout
Jobs al1 at oııce, ead the gcals of th,e strike nay not be attalı-
€d. §c in definite conditions this rıethod ls sinp§ nct
applJ.ceble. B..t there is here st111 a trbutn. If ycur plant
ls a part cf e 1arge production uıit, a ccınponent of a nultj.-
aeticnal corpo:,ation, and if o!ıe or two plaıts are closed doıyıı,
but tüe sense cf soltdarifiı ui th tbe yorkers of other countrieg
eriıployed ut plınts cf the saEıe fiııo 1s deve]-cpgğ, the strike
üay prove to be an eff,ective instrunent of, .orbiısure on the
enpJ.cyers. It i.s i.npcrtant to tbirık .through everi aspebt İn .--

organı.cin8 such acts: to prevent the ı,ıi thdra uıtı 1 of e quipınenf, anc
transfer of capita1 tc ano.bher *nterprise, tc involve in th_..

İ.
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struggle not only the workers thenselves, but also the popula-

ticn iı tbe lccalti;y (for tiıis there is good groıııdı we h,ad

a case in whi ch the clcsure of one plant broııght everyihing

aroıuıd to e starıdştill; trade, the Iife of o uıhole toun).. Tbe

way to act is to rıake the enıployers understand ı if produçtion

ls trgnsferred elsewiıere tJıey could find theoselves losjJıg

ıgsets vıcrtJı tens of ıni].lionş of poııniis. In tJıa t case, tbe

strike and tbe takeover of a plant w111 be a ıneaııs of gutting

pressuı,e on the enployers ilı the course of negotİ.atlcns with

then. Şo 1t turns out that an old fo::n of stru661e is flU.ed
wlth. neıv conteat.

lüha t },re ere sti1l .ııo t adequately eware of , especially
froın the standpotnt of the forns of struggle, is, I think,
tbat cne of the characteristic f eetu:ıes of tJıe nrr'l tinatloıtel
ltrrı is the extractİon of aıaxlmun profits fron the global dtvi-
slon of Iabour. Tiıe product consists of cotrponeats nade 1a

various ooııııtries. There is hardly a single car İn the

Westerı ııor].d thet has been necie exeluslvely, §ay, itı Britain;
Gernaıly cr §vıedea. fue englae ts made iı Spaiı, the trai.snls-
sion iıı 3elgiun, the bcdy ln Eritafuı, while tbe ııüole t'hing ls
put together elseıüere, Ehat 1s ı,ıha t shcu]d be nade use of,.

I have alreacJ.y eaiC that the ııultinational corporstioos are .

able tc pit wcrkers in different. coıııı.trles agatnst eecb cther.
But conccrted action can, cıı tbe contrary, discrganlse tbe
prcductİcn of a ııultinatİongl corpcratİoı, and thio give§ tbe
ıııorkers additicao]- strength j.n bargaining ı.rltlı tbe' nanagenent.
r think thgt tlre trgde ıınion nıcveneıt shcultl iııprove the use
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of such üne an§. This f,oı.m of strııggle is pcsslble not onJ.y

on an intıı:national but also on e naticnal scale.
The t:,ansnational corporat1o4s have noıv got tbeir hands on

the,,-ıhcle capitalist ıvorld. and they are playi.ng rrttb l,t, using
the ıotlcnal staies as nıo}l for their pü,ı!c§ e§ ı But contradictioas
betvıeen the interests of a trunsna tlonal and this or that
state arj.se fairly frequently. In order to retain power, tbe
ğtete &ov, and again nakes concessioıls to the working class
and dlsplays a desire to pu.b pressure on the transaatlonel.
The trede ıığlons have to dc eveıything to turn tbls to üıeir
advantago. There is also thls contradiction: the United
states, the strongest imperiallst porıer, ıırith the largest nuüıber
of transns,biona} ccrpcrations, now and agei.n puts pressure on
other sta-ies fcr t-h,e benef it of the troasnatloaals. the
pctenticlii;ieş that spring froın this ııeed 'üo be concrete§
anelysed by ,bhe Conmunists and the trarie unions in each
coıın'i;ıxr and elso cn the İniernaticna1 1evel.

ıoj!ıpr. s.q§üşğlsr agreed ritb Bert Ranelsoa that Joiıt actlcn
by t,he trade uılons ffitbln tbe national franıeıııork and tı the
internationa]. arena waş indeed the central problen. He suggest_
ed that hcre there ts even 9 need, for sooıe departure fron the
ideologi-cal ccntradictl'ons between the indıvidua1 trade ıınioas
so as tc jcintly tac}ıle tiıe truly conımoıı tasks. Meanvıhlle, the
AGTU, fcr İQstance, hes displayed intolerance w:ı th respect to
some trati e ıırıicns , The id ea of unt üJ mus-b be set up iı ccatrast
to loca1 intereşts.
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Ag fer as I e!ı aware, the gecretariats cf, the Iıternattocal
Corıfederation cf Free Traila Unions (ICFTU) ha?e councils
for nu]_tinational ccılcern§J At ihe same tlrne1 trade union

represeıtativas in İndustry 1 for lnstance, the neİıbers of

production ccuııcils, have no real knowledge about these

councils, i.e., although definlte organisatioaal forıns exi§t,
up to novı they have yielcied veıy 1tttle for the struggle
against the transaationals ı

Prcgressi.ve trade ı.ııl oa leeders in tbe ERG have been,

discussing these.mstters veıiı aotively. In our view, the

stratery of tbe struggle must include, a8 a çininun, the

f ollovııi.ng pciıts; nutual excbange of inforaation betıveen all
t'be repres enta-ilves cf the wcrkers of the lndlvldua], enterprises
of traısnaticaal companles; jolnt prograuınes of, cl eııendş on

the scale of the transnationals !ıu§ t be dra,ıaı up; ection ia
the figbt foı, these denands ıaust be coordinated.

Good examples are already available. Jobs are being
wound up ai plants belonging to a butoh cheıılcal concern in
the city of Kassel, the wcrking people of the enterprise
56yg eetablİsbed ç3lf,gcts ıvi th Duteh wcrkers at the coıı,oerğr ş
main plants. An exchange of infoı:rıation end delegatİons has
been arranged. and sclldarlty denonstration§ are belng staged.
Thus., com.ı.ad.es frcıı Hollend elso took part 1n the clenon§tie-
tlons in liassel. But these a.re only tJıe enbryos of coopera_
tion,, and they iıdicate the directicn fcr developiir8 our
activity..

\
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şone foroes refusad tc have contacts ,ııitb trade uıııons
vıbich nıeintein ties vrith the oonrııuıists, ssid

},{ceens- _!I_över.
T-- The

printers ı i;rade uı-ion ln tbe ERG provides a different kintt of
exanple. its cha irıııan Leonİıard Nahl eiıı is stmultaneously
chalrıan of the f_nternaticnal Grap.hioal Federatiohr,,

and there we heye net w:i. th an ever more

positive attitucie tc ourselve§ over 8 ıuınb er of years".. J.ıet

ne add ,iüat it vıas ,üb.e liest Genıan trade rığion that initlated
the coatacis ,ı-rith us, It also establl.shed ti.es ıı"lth an'allied
tra<ie union in tiıe scciallst GDR. The co opörğtlbiı , he g €issuned
such fcrts and scale töat the Internatioğa1 Graphi.cal
Federatİon has establlshed relations
ııuith the ccrresponding 1ı7FTU association.. fbey have belci
jol,nt neetings slternately in the GDR, tbe 3R0:or anotber
c oıtııtry. ,

Interac,tion beti.ıeen the trade unicııs yielcis reaI reşultg...
l!ıen tbe yr.jrkers of a Danish nıultinatione1 oorporation 1ı ,Iut}anri
began a struggle in support of demands f.cr hlgher payr,the
corıpat\y decided to put pressure on the workJ ı8 people by
transferring prcduction to Hanburgr, wiıere it had its subşid,ieri,es 1

Direct ccntacts betçıeen the trade qııı,on deJ.egatıons of both
enterprises lvere established in order to expla in the sı,tuatıoa,
and the İleceşsery resu]ts were achieved literally ,*ı tbıa the
hour. Here is ancther tnterestln8 examplea. the vıorkers of
a Danish bourgeoiş ııelyspaper carrl.ed on a strike f,or ].41
days. Ir,'ş nıanageaent decided tc trensf er productlon to other

\
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countriesı FRG. Hol1anri, etc. 3ui ıye ,,-ıeie able to thwart tiıede

plans t}ır: ugh tne InternatJ cna1 Graph:ical Federationı

An atteııpt was then made tc slulteb tİıd
ordeı. to the GDR, Poland and Czechoslovakia" Once agaJı* thanlcs

to the cocperation of the Internatlonal Graphioal
leCeratlon and the printersl orgönJ.saticn of the

Worlit Federation of Trade Unlons., this ı,va s preventeil; §o, '

uiiıat Aonrede, SchÜssler spoke about bas already been partiall$
effected in our industry, the prlntinğ indusi;:ry.

. The cievelopnent of iıteraatlonal soliciarlğr betwe€ıı tbe
workers of enterprises of transnational corporatİons İıı dlffe_
rent couıtries is ıı.o w more ıecessar1r than ever before, said
Yiaınis s. ihe t::ansnationals hsve tntensifiec their
intrusion into ihe national econorıy. Llarly firıns in our
count::1, are Gree}t only in name. Dİrectly or İndirectly, f,oreİgn
capita1 ccntrols nore than 1r5OO enterpri.ses constituting
the nıos; ınıdern and prcductive part of the Greek inclustış.
Iıı. the rne,Ec l-w,o l.king industry, electrica1 engineering, the
o11 end chemica1 induetry, internationa1 concerns ccntrol free
50 t,c 95 per cent of the assets. Oveı the past §everaI years,
fcreign banl: capi:a1 has intensively lnfiltratecj the çredit
system end the insuı,ance companies cf Greeceı The rig/it-wing
governrıents ciid not even bry to affect crly .of the restriciıve
ıneaglıres ı-dıich are appi.ied in other cepi talist ccııntries.
E}ıı t is rncıe, thc ı:,ivileges of the c3ncerns were constiiutionalö
].y ent::e.nciıed. Ai1 of this nakes the si:uggle of the ıvo ı,king
class nıoıe di.fficult.
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}7e believe t}ıat ihe developnent ..cf direct ööntacts betweea

the ı,ıorking people of diff-erent subsidtaries of o.ae and the sane

transnaticna]. concern ts extrenely ııeces§aıir anal öculd nğke

üıe ;rorkers ' ac ticn ııuch rnore ef,f ective . By way of coafi.ı.oationı
lıt rıe cite a rıaJor strike §iaged by ships' cıew§ when tbe
ncbiliseticn of seeııenrs unıons in varlcus çouatries helped to.
secııre broad support for the strikers, The saıqe thing happened
during the strike by radlo operators.

I,b is highly important, vıe beli.eve, to develop öocperatİoa
betı,ıcen the çcıııaunis,b and vıorkers r parties sc gs to bave the
effcrts of i;he conıaunists in each c o ıı,ııt ı.Jr r. of oui conraties söo
ere simultaneously trcde unlcn functlcnariesr. prcmctb tnternaJ
tiona1 ocoperaticn between trade ı.inion organisations. rf there
are contacts betiıeeıı parties, İt is easj.er to establ{sb relations
betızedn tbe trade uıions. Tiıe ClG took part 1n joint aetion
w,itb the French Conınıınl,st ?arty against the olqsure. of .Pechlıey,
a !ıajoi al.uuıih,:lun toncern ıv-lth enterprlses iı Greece and
France. Arıother ex;nple was 1ast year|s strike by seamen1
!üen rİat\y Europeon fraterna1 parties did nıüch to he}p our stİuggle
by thelr solidg3if,lı. ltıe CPG ııı:i11 ccntinue to uıcrk. jıı İbis
directlon and 1ccks to support fron tbe ..ıorki ng_cla§s noveneat
and the coıınııııists of other oountries.

tbe strilıe contlnue]s to, be the best weapon avallable to
the,trade unicns in the capital.ist world, dec].ared 4e_r4$ıd
}İPb.sgb (CP luxenboiırg), but strlkes teıd to 1ose t}ıelr effecti_
vene§s ı*[ihoui; in.Lernaticna1 solidarityi rt needs to be
erıphaslsed tbst tbe Conmuıists have already actlvely belpecl to
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arrange s ııch §clldarifu ;ln ma.ay ca§es. We naintala ccıstağt
ccntac,Ls ,:ıith GCP organisations 1n Bremen9 §aar, and vri th tbe

French conırades. In 1978, ıve had a large_scale denoastratİoı
by workers 1n Tblcnvtlle, and aınong those ıadıo took part were

Comrnunis ts ,fronı the IRG, Belgiuını Franceı Holland, Italy,
Great Britain and tuxembourg. lhis lerge denıonstration also.

evoked a resp3ğse arıoıg tıorkers whc belcng to otber political
parties, and thi.s gave us an opportunitlr to secure stronger
positlons in the sectoral trade uaion tn the heaıry industıy.
T}ıe connunists l lıternationa1 cooperation is, of course, the
key factor in ccnsolitlattng the internatioıel ııntty o| tbe 

,

ııorktng-class ııovenent.

As oiher siıeakers have,.sald, prcbleııs arlsing froo tüe
use of scleatlfic and techaioal acbievenents and tbe rationali-
sattcn of pı,ccuction effeuted by big busıness are extrene§
acute and ccrıplicateci., I{ew technclogy, R}ıi.oif §tEe$teğ sıiid, is
belag 1nstalled at enterprises and offices at a heacllong
pace. ITi t.b the cııergei.ce of the Elcroconputers and nicroprooes-
§or§ iıl the i9BOs, cne nay expect suçiı a rapid proğİess of
rattonaliseticn that lt w:i.11 eclipse eveıatbtıg t'be trade
ıııılons 'have hşd tc face i.n the pest. Tbts will tell not only
1a j,nilustry1 where çount].ess Jobs rill be elioıinated, but also
1ı the sphcre of social and private services,

iiıe probleıı is being corıpounded by the possibility of
stariiag ıı sys.teıı cf co].]-ecticn and reglstraiioı of perscnal
dete, i.e., of tcia1 ccntrol oveı. the cii;izens. A nıan reflected

$ıg!_ _"Lp _D^c. {b c_ut RçE:lo,qa l_is.a i ioq?
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ln bundreıis or thcusands of indicators in a seıı§e becones
ııtranspıreniıı fcr lndusiriel nanagement and so iş acre easJ.ly

nanlpula t eti .

Ehe fcllouring deta indicate tbe scale of these proce§gegı

by ı990, the numbor of displays İn Austria|s iıstitutİoaş is
expected to iacrebse f,ronı 27.000.to 1601000, and the ıı.ınber oi
rıicroconıputers fron 17)000 to 145rO00. One can eeslly iııaglıe
fJıe avalenche of problems and dangers 1oo!ıl h6 before usı

what can tbe trade unicns do about i.t?
the nıajor strilıe by printlng wırkers in tbe TRG a],so

bad an influeace on cur ccuııtrTı for instance, in the baıEaiıliıg
lor colleciive agreenents between the trade ıuıt on of employees

ia tbe pri.vate seçtor and the trade ,ınicn of workeıg tn the
paper and printlng industı7, on tbe cne hand, and tbe enıplcyers,
on t'h,e other. Under the tnpact cf the strike, the first
contract cn protection froın t}ıe consequences of rationalisatlcn
was ccncluded after protracted disçugsıcn, f! çgl1f,g.| ıs plioTİ.ı
slons on obli,6a tory negotiations iı the event cf tbe insta]la.
tlon of new teo'hıolory, and on guaraıtees agoinst ugç[J n68o

Besides, li; regulates nıai;ters Iike the right to use tıırcı^oa -
tion, s,budies for nıegıbers cf tlıe prcductlcn coıınailg aııd the
granting of at]dittcııal lesve for theın, and particlpatioı in the
nanagenıeni of the enterprise. lbere 1s, of çoıııse' ıo. ıeed
to tur.n al1 the ınenbers of production ocııncils iıto cooıputer
specialists, but they must be ğven kaowledge in tlls spbere
that ts lecessaıy for parti.cipeting in the nranagement of pro-
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ducticıı aır] d aci.sion-na]ıing. Tbe left trad e Uul. cn Blcc 1ssued

a speciel panıpblet for this purpose under the title New Techno-

c or ldenbers of ctio Co ,l §ı It gives

the ııoıliers ı represeııia tives praotical recoınmendations about

tbe things that need to be give4.especiaI atte.ııtion vdıen Bel"r
].lıd].ca ! e§

tecbıolory ts inştalled, and l tbe Iabcur legtslation
tbat should be relieci upoı in the eveıt of coıflictg.

(hj.s iş an extrenely serious pıobJ.eu, Bqrt Rane]..s.oJq agreed.

It is perfoctly obırious iüat tbere is ıo returjıiag to the tlne
of the iuddites, ,ıüıen workers dostroyed nachines, for İt. is
iıconceivable tc resist şcientific aııd technlcal progreoe. the

traite ıı-rılon§ nu§t see to it tbat tbe introiluctioı of nodera

teahğolory does not lead tc a lo§s of jobs1 tc ıınenp}oyneıt,

aıd that, cn the ccnirary, it ş'bould inprove vrcrktng 6nal

l1ving ccnditions. Hcw caa this be achieved?

We belteve that there 1ş a need to insist on g preltştnaıy
discussion w:ith the t::ade ı,ıı { on of the use of new teobno1o6r

aıd hrrdlvare and of ihe meibods to be used in tbe proğe§s.

.A,loıgside the probleıı of wa6es, +"hi.s inportaıt problen nust
be reflected ln the bargaining on collective agreeıne[ts. It i,s
inportant thot tbe trade. uıto]ı should ıııdeşştqnd the .new..role
aııd appreciate the neı,v iııportaıce wiıicb now beloıgs tö workısıs ı
coııtrol. Tlıe rnetbods by whi.ch tt ts effecteti iiepen<t od the
oolcrete conditions1 tiıey nİy be differeıt, but the idea
l,tself i.s ;n oı.6un-ic conpcneııt part of the trade ırnioıı , .... 

:

coğsciousness. 
:

0uı' ptııty also belİeves that tİı e gonsequenceş of sclentİflc
and teclınica1 progress is a very inıpoı,tcnt iıroblem1 i,,IoEens HoV/cr

\

said. I,i;s :i;,iitud.-- to ';he sclen,iific and technical revoluticn
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1t:

was ağalysed at a senlnsr 1n Oc*ober 1981, wtıich ncted ';he

importance cf taking a l,ian<igt approaoh to the problem of

new techno1o57. queg.!loiı
Lothar.§oblİşşleıeıs / Iıı. the FRG, ı,ıage-rate ccntracts

on the duration of, worklag tlne ,ı,t11 expire for rnarly trade unions

cn Decenber 31, ].98Jı Eheşe contraots proıı:ided for the

4O-hour work vıeek. lEhere is an intense discusslcn in the

trade rınion novement Jwt now about how advisable lt is to

cancel t}ıese contracts and to ftgbt f,or a gradua]. introduction

of the 35-hour ı,ıork week. tıe Comnuılsts rva!,t a way to be

foıırıd to shorten the wcrk week, for we believe that this is
one of the vıay s to avoid tbe grave şocia1 consequences of

rationalisotion and to trırn soienti.fic and teqhaical echieve-

neatş tc i;he ıııorking people| s advantage. ütıa t do cogırades

frorı ot}ıer pariies tbiık ebcut tüis?
1 shculd 1ike to enphasise. flrst of a1},

said, that there is a tlifference betııeen sbortening of the
,ııork ıııe ek enrl, f or i.nstance, e situatloı in uüicb the workers

work three tiays a vıeek (three days one groupı tbree days

another). ilıts ls called vork-s}ıarİlg. We naturally oppose

thls , but we favoııi shortenl.q8 the work week whlle pres ervi.ng

wages. And, cf couıseı tbere is g need to flgiıt fcr longer

hol1ttoye. Both wouldr' 1ndeed, belp to use soientlfl-c and

technlcal progres§ for üıe beıefit of üıe working people,

and not only for tbat of bi6 businese.

lhe po}ioy cf 1üe Drltisb trado ııJıion noveüent comes to

tbe folIoıvingi each trade ıııl oı is reconnended to rnake derıands

for a shorter work rreek, believin6 that ihtg l,s eveıı ncre

Bert Ramelson
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importaı,t tban the degıand f,or bigber wage§. But prcblems tend

to arlşe üen we speak of eaıly re'ciıeüeııi on pension. Ihe

slogan is, of coıııae, a gcod one, but only 1f one is able to
live cn one|s penslon. Ii lt is so loıv, as 1t is, say, in
Britai.n, that retireınent at 60 ls, in effeet, advantageous for
the erıployers, lıs,lea<l cf the ı,çork{..g people. Herc we have a

kİnd cr' laten"i; unenployuıeıt. That iş ,üly we alııays tie in the

derıand for lowertng the ıetireınent a6e ııı:lth the denand for
hlg}ıer pensicns.

In Austıia, §ald §ğE8ı{.gİğ9ı$§§, tbe question of shorter
worklng horırs has been bıought to the fore 1n view of the
ecoıoıılc dlfficulties and tiıe probJ.ens of euployııent, but
there is .ı ,,vide spectruıı of vi.eıvs cğ t}ıi s noetter, Some trade
wıl, ons deınancl the 35_hour ıteek, others oppose it. Even the
nenbers of t.he goveıment have opposİte vlewş on thİs sccıe.
The argunents are hlg}ıly dlverse. On ttıe one band, it 1s said
that shoricr ıııorkiıg hours is ğ neaiı§ tc ensure jobs, on the
other that vıe caıırıct aif,ord thls frcn .bhe eccnonlc standpolnt.

there are data, however, rüich indlcate that d reduction
of the work vıeek frcıı 45 to 40 hourg, which colncided ıvlth the
1975 crtsis1 heliıed tc preserve 2O0,OOO jobs. !bi.s ııeans
that üe prcpcsed ğeasu}e is not a useless one at a11. lhis
shoUld be taken into occoıınt. as elso üıe fact that the cu]:.r:ent
pace cf prcducticn rıakes the shortenİng cf working hours
neces§alıı because cf -bbe excesgive J,nteıstty of labcur.

0ılr proposal İs that a 39-bour week should be introducod
iı 1983ı to be reduced by 1 houı i,n eveıy subseguent year, tc
35 houı's by 1987. !hie, ıaturally, vritb übe p::eservaticn of

\
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fuJ.1 wages, becEuge any drop in iıcones and so to the purcht,ı sing

poııer of the po.oulatlcn ırould have the nıost ııııdegtrable ec ono,-ıi c

con§equence§. Here tlıe vtew of the trade ııılons anci the party

ccincide.
_ broug[t

Sgeens_H.6.{er / 6ut yet another prcblen ııüich 1s coıınected

ıırith şcieinttfiq and tecbıical progregs and rationaltsation. It
is the raising of şkill gtgndardg. I was flrst confronted

wlth 1t fuı 1979ı he saial. The tratle ı,nloa of workers in the
in the FRO

paper and Prİ,ating industıy/theı put forward tbe deıoanri for
contlnuous workerğ' trailrng to ıaise skl.us t*ıroııgiıout their
worlciııg ltfetİoe; vihloh would eıabte then to adapt to technical
grogress. (Inctdentally. ln t'he periods in ırbich oiıe sct of

working people were being retreined, otheı.s could do tb,eir

Jobs.) thls demand ınay fİgura ilı the co].].ectİve bargaİnJ-ng J.n

Deıımark thts year, because lt could help to raduce ıuıerıploynent,

lot}ıq4§S4İİsg}gr. In üe l'R6, tbts deneıat bag şoneu,hat

retreated l_ato the baolcgııouıd.

Bert Ramelson I feel that tt sbould be anoag the primary

demands. As productioa develops atrd htgh-tecbnolory iıdustries
eıne]:ge, tvıo con';redictoıy probl,ens teıd to arise. 0n the one

hand, tlıe workers ln tbe o].d industries lose their sklJ.ls,
and oa the oüıer, üıe ıeıv tndustri.es ıeed workers ı,vith higher
sklllş. In our coıııtılr, uıbile ıuıetnployoent is lerge-§cüle,
tüere is a ğ'boria6e of some grades of norkers o The trade ııııj.oııs
denand tba,b the i.nstallatlon of ııev, teohıo1o8y nuşt be accoLıp3-
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n:Led by retrainlng, and tbat ğöbool-leayers s.bou]-d be gi-ven

an opportııni$r to receive appropriate oocupationa1 trainlng aacl

then ski].1ed Jobs. But tbe rulln5 cless has ıot even tricd ';c

solve tbis probicııı.'

To retuı! to.tl.ıe auelliln of vıJıetber the trade unlons are

or are ,aot povıerleğs uJıd er the traasnationels ı domjııation and

tbeir use of scieıtitic and techı.t€al egb{evenent§ fcı their
Rudolf. Streiter.

oı,ım. beaefit, sald*-'7-fİ, ny view tbe trade t!n,ic!ıs are

not pcı,ıcrless. I should. liie to note üıat the nationallsaticn
of lndustry preseıts a definlte alternative to the present

pol1cles of big capitaI and t{ıe tra§sıattonalsj tiiben the

econonic outlook ıvas f avourab\e, it ı,*as vıitl ely accepted iı the

workJng class tbat it nade ıo cllİfırenoe uihgre oııe worked, so

1oBg,as one nade enough Eonetı [bis qeant tha t the role
of üıe nationallğed şectcr aııd tbe potentiallties dıigh lt
preeented ıııere not yet oorıprebeıded, But tiıe cricig situation
fuı 1974-19?5 bro,,ght about a change oi vieı,,ııs, because Jobs
proved to be noıe reliable iıi 'üe natiaaalised industry. ',iilıen

protiııction ııps fclded up iı tbe pEivate sector, ancl at tlıe
eıterprises of ibe traısıatioıals, tbe worketg cgıre to ıınd ers tand

tbat ıationalisatlon i.s an iaportant factor rcıtiı€ for tüeir
lateregtg. lodayj 1ı 

_vİ.ew 
of tbe clt€nge§ 1ı üıe workdııg

poopleÇs consciousıese, frg§& otr poıtıiiü tles arise for the

struggle tn deieıce of tle ıatİoıatigeit 1ıiinstı.ırı and qlso

agaiast tbe tranşnatto.nals,

ibe searcb for ways to recist big oapJ.i;al in 1ts urge to
turn ecieıtific aııd tecbnical progtregğ and tbe advaatagos of
tbe ecoıonio şogiall,satlon sotely tc its oıgtı advaatage carııLes
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the ı,,ıorking-class ooverıent tc denands ıüich varicusly aff ec.i;

the prercgatlveş of eccncuıiç and pclttlcal poı.rer.

§hift cf Accent fı,ade Unlcn Deoands and t]ıe Prcblem of

the Lcne Ter,ın

fhis guesiloıı arcse at the sympooiun: vıas there not 1n the
present cond,itions a def,tnlto shift of accent ln the r,ıorkersı
struggle from the purely oaterial igsues toıımrds rtghts ln the
nanagemcn'ı of prcductioğ, lnfluence oıı it§ coıdttions, and

control over capttal? Was there irequently ğot to be foı.ınd,
even behind the struggle over trailiiional ilenaads on ıvage rates
and vıorlıiıg hours, scııetlıin6 tbat vıa s J.erger and that was

connectEd lrtth the prerogatlvee of eeoaoEıxc pol:ıer? Arıd hovı
was a1l this tc be related to üıe loag-tertı goals, to redical
transforüai,ioıs iğ üıe so:{ety?

T,otbar §.o.hÇs.sler he].d that the tredittona1 demands of the
trade ıırıion raoveıneğt-_hlgher ıııagee, a s!,orter ı,ııork dey, a shorter
work week, etcı--contlnue tc be effecti,ve and neaningful. But
iı the present ccnditlons 1t is nuah berder to attain these,
and the experlcnce of the FRG coıfirms tbat there has been u

oarked irıcrease İa soci.o-pol1tica]- denandg. Eblg is due to the
crtsis 1üenoııena 1n irıdus tıT. t}ıcre is e groı,riıg convic tl cn
in the trade ıııılon noveıııent that ırnenplcınent oannot be
elinıinated by ıaislng pıııcba siııg power cr reducing vıorking
horırs, w}ıich is d\y evcr uıore far-reachtıg socio-political
denands teıil to arl,se.

\
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I rııınt tc give an exemple vdıj.ch echoes the experı.enc,: cf
the irıxembourg conrades, For tiılrty yegrs now, the hietel

l]oı,kers 
' 

Un"ion has bad on its programıoe the denand f cr,

nationallsı,bioı of the baslc types of, industrj"ol productj.oı.,

But in that periodr. tlıe trade union 1eaalers have rarely
reoıenıbered about it. Now the trado rınion ever aore frequently
sıresses t'he need for ııationalisatioa, lndicating definite
conc erııs ln tüls context. In Dortnund, Hoesch has done a;ıay

w:l th §eve:ıal tbcusancl Jobs, and tbe workers and the trade
ıuıJ on§ have denanded. lts natlona].işe tlon. Ebe question ıns
discussed not only tn trade uJıion ol.rcles, but also at e

nıeetlng of tbe concerıır§ vıorkers aıd eğıpıoyoes, wtıere the dernand

was adopted uıeni.nously,
Horı to reallse tt is anoüıer natter. Here we ccrce to

a broader set of questtons. Iı tJıe steel iıtlustry, ı,ı}ıich mcan;

ln l{oescb as we1I, partlci.pati.oı l,ıı Eıanggement is effected ,rütthin

tbe Montan §ysten, İllılcb, provltles for the pariğı rights of
eııployers and wage ıvorkers on s up erıris oıy boards. On these
boards1 houıever, tbere İş a ııneutral per§onı' who is elected
frorn such soclo-political oiroles tiha t }ıe, as a rule, turns
out to be far froo nbut"al, and casts his vote for the capi.tal-
ists. l}ıe experience of struggle at tioesch and otber enter-
prises shows tbat job cuts oanıot be prevente,i only through
participatioa ln maıageınont. Tbe iierıand for nationalisation
is now b elİıg ever üore forcefully pressed. But it does no.;
solve the besio probleııs eitber. Under t}ıe system of state-
monopoly capİtalİsm, tı.eadg favouring the capltelİsts tıave been
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developing at the natioıalis ed enterprlses, Tiıe ı,ıorking c1,,;ıı

is ever ınore clearly aware tbat it :i,e neoessaıry to reduce th:

power of t'he conoerğs tn the B€ıııagcneıt of production and tc

sıvitch it to democra tic oontrol. 'iTe, 0oonıınists , explain tc -i;ire

magse§ that natlonalisation csn on-ly be neanlngful if it is

impossible to take deoişions 1o the gcverntng bodies of enter-

prises that cut ocross t'he tnterestg of the workers,

The rtgbttsts in Oreece, saltl Yl.qJrı+J,ş .Thejna.q, are trying

todistcrttbeuıeanlngofthesvı.lngtodenocraticdevelop«ıent
for uibich a uaJorlğ of the peogJ.e çoted, and to split the forces

involved to realıse these goals. our party belıeves that cohesıon

of the ccuntryl s deuıocratlc forces is a nost important matter,

It seeks to f orce the gcvernııent to f,.ı]_f 11 İts electoral pronrises "

[fe are ı,ıorkin6 to bave the trade ıınloğs go beyoad nateriaf problems

and also rnake polttİcal deoands, uibtoh ls also egsential fronı

the standpoini of improvtng the worktııg peopleIs econoıiıic

condl.tıons. The cp ğreece ,bas enpbaaısed tbe need to nationalise

the baslc industries, to gi.ve tbe workerş a genulne say in tbe

ınanageııent of production, and in formulating a programrıe for the

developnent of ,bhe vüıole Oreek economy.

Returni.rıg to t}ıe qrıe§tlon of nationalisX.ng large-scale

lndustry, said Aloyse B_isdorff 1 I sbould llke to describe hoıv our

proposals on töl,s score .ıyere worlod out. Wlıen tbe crisis situa-
tion develcped in üıe stee1 industıg and pfoved to bo protracted.

the danger arose that soue eıterprises night be closed doıvn

and the workers throun out lnto the street. The ARBED conce]:,n

threatened ,then precisely ıtıt th suçh a prospect aod denranded funds
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from the 6overnınent to right the situation and ensu.ı, e tlıe

preservation of jobs. fhe governııent, the trade ıınion ano i;hç:

ccncern hsmnered out agtreenents u.ader vıltıich the indusirrialis,i;;

vıere gtven large 6oveı,ııment finaacla]. şubsidies provideo ,bhey

guareni;eed 161500 jobs ancı carried out an employrıent and labour

productivity pıograıOme. The Corınıuııi s ts ıve rned that the agreenent

would not be fulfilled. They stressed that tb.is money was goj.ng

tc a pıivate enterprlse ırithout aııy guarantees, and that the

,fforking peopJ-e ıviIl subsequeııtly have ıo contrcl over these

funds. That ls exact§ ııüet happened: the noney ilisappeared in iıhe

concernls gtrong rooİı, aııd no oae kno şıs how 1t has bceı- ı;nent.
ye ciecided that the tine hacl coue tc cieclareı if state funds

are to be invested tn üıe atee1 lndus tıy in such anıcuıts, thc

state gıust itseU decide boıı they are to be used.

Tıet us ıote t}ıat the ftıancial gubsidies are so 1arge that
they are dcuble the co!,cenıs fixed oapital-_tbst is the kind of

arnounts that are lıvolved. Aıd the trsde ıınlon leaders are also
comtıg to realise ever oore o1eer§ ths t if we want to guarar.-

tee employnent in the stee1 tndustry we must put an end to the
preseni strı:te6ı. of tİıe coııcerıt becaırse it confltcts w:i th the
national loterests. ARBED invests its captta1 in the industry
of Brazil, South Korea and otber oountri.es, ıülle in our ccuntış
the basic tndustıy is faced ırith tbe tbreat of disappeara,nce"
Considering that 20 per cent oi l,ııxembourgıs actXve population
is enployed in tbe stee1 industı7, tbat it provides erıployrneı.ıt

for 5O per o eııt of tJıe railldey workere, etc., oııe can easily
imaglne the serious and truly ğatioııal sca].e of the probJ.em.
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The ];iııc]-iness of the demands put f orıverd by tlıe Ç on,ıu,ı .i- : ,ı,"-

is ccnfirned by t}ıe fect that over the next f elv rıcnths -bheı,e

cculd be 3 §trong shlf t cf accent in tiıe al]ocaticn cf cıı ıı ,..ı.,

in our iııc]us iıry. T}ıe entrepreneurs intend to ınake a JC pei, ce..i-

no,ı; stcck j.ssue, and these ccu],d we1l end up J.n the pos,,;es,,;i;,_:-

of foroigne]]s, sc that ıve shal1 heve nothing to iıatioııa]-is,".

I L is this situation that lntiuces tbe working class and ,i;ııe

trade unicns to reulise the need for nstlone 1isa ti oıı and ıjıc
suppori; of ou:: deounds, How these appeaı ia detail can b: seeı.

frorı a parıplılet tssued by the party, wtıich vıe regard ag the

basis f cr cl j.scussion.3

Otber ccmrades bere bave said that public cvrnership is
the alternatlve to the trarısna tlonals r economic stra-begy. I
agree ı,Tith this, şaid Bert RaıneJson lle a].1 want the publlc
sector to grcw. But I ıyant to note tbat there shou]-d still be

no illuslong on üıis score, the probleo of ııııenployoent w:l1l

not di.sappear evan if industı7 is ln tbe haıds cf the siate.
In Brj.tain, otır steel tadustry vıe s !.atİonaltsed nearly ]O years

ago. Horıever, tbe volune of output bas dropped by roughly 20

per cent. ].,,ook at the industrles wh:lch §uffer nost fron uneunplcy-

ııent: steeI, tbe rai.lways end otber types of transport. But

they were al1 nattonalised. Of aouree, ı,ıe have hacl sonıe coni;ra-
dictoıxr proceş§es ı ğ,ationalisati,on, cl ena tlona].isa tion, rena"i;ionalj.-'
sation, etc. I repeat tbat'we ırsnt the state sectoı. to grcw and

expand to the ıııaıcinıın, becouse theı it ııvo uld be easier foı. us

3 See Erıe nei Stol-Politik l d'Vlrschlel
I ir d'],Ta tlonalis eieİuİıg v der ARBED.

vun de konırnuıi s ten
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,1-ı pi,ıt pIcssure cn the goverılmeni, But na ticııalis a,,,"ic,n ...ı;,:. ,

,,,,d 1l no'u solve tire prcblem. l'here is a need ,io ıvcr]ı .-ıu-ı ı, ;;-,:,.-,g_ı ..ı, ,

,ıe i.nclu,]ing -ühe points ,:,;hich j:ıdicate whet tjı e s,bate n ıı, .;. ıl, -ı

froi:ı then cn. The },,ierxi s t cf asslcs, ycu ııiJ-l reca11 , gıi_i ,i:.hiı 
.;

,ıublic o,;rıe,:ship did nct provide a solution f:,ı, the ıvor}<j.;ig

;ııcple l s 1ırcblerıs, bu,l; nıerely held out the possibility ıf :ş ııci-,

L

c. bou,';
E$_.!t_§!s§ğj,sr, spoke / his apprcach in grcate::: de';aj-i" j.,

Austria, he said, there is evidence of the gro\4ı,ing irıflueıc*
of foreign capital . Acocrding to the latest data, alncst

42Or000 iT.ıı,iıers and enployees, i.er, 21 per c elı.i of v/cge-wcrj(iird

Austrians, are erıplcyed at nearly 3r500 enterprj-ses unde], i_-i;r]

ccntrc]_. Foreİgncrs controI 71 per ceat of the elec,İr,ic indıı.. ';l,j,,

6? pe:: cent of the insuranc e conpantes, an(i 50 per cent of -bhı

trade. In vlerv of tlıe limited scale of its ovyn R and D,

Ausiria tends tc be ever ııore dependent on foreign capitai. Iı:r

order 'co obiain accesa to modern technologı it turns out ,io be

necessaı:y in some induş jşries 'ı;o give f oreign ı:ivals ı,ıhc ere i ıı
possessicı1 of the required technolory the right to 1,ıarticipı,i:i:

in ,burııin5 out the product in our country. The result of this
statc of affalrs is, in paı,ticular, i;het in 1981, 66 billion
schillings vıere talcen cut of the country tn the form of prc;fits.
Ioreign conc ef,ns are invited to locate thelr enterprises hera.

and the adveriising plays up the avaİlability of ctıeap and slıilleı:
labour. These concer!,s are generously endoyıed by the gcveı:iınıen.; 

"

4 F:cederick Engels, Anti_Dİİhrine ı P. 384.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



4r"

the natlonalised sector bes an 1nportant place in tbe

ecoıxomy, for it cffers the posslbllity of exertiııg an iıflu,..n-ce

cn it, to areate aeıı Jobs aıd lines of productloiı, and ı:egj.s,,

foreign penetration lnto industrial construction and resear,:h"

But these opportuııitles are not used by our state. lısteaC ıf
purpos efully expandlng the nattona].i.sed ııanuf ec turi_ng indusı:]j.e;..

sizable fuıds are being lnvested ln tbe enterprises w:l th fc:,eigrı

partlcipation. New 1tnes of productiotı are startad nainly ı,fith

the paı,ticipation of traasne ti.onal coıcerns.
T}ıe nationa].ised banl(ş bave an e§pecİally dangerous role

to play in tlıe pronotion of prlvate capital. They extend fiııaı-
cia1 aid tc Austrian eııterpriges oıly at a bigh rate of interest,
althoug! 'c}ıey bave nore thqn enough ınoley. Instead of invesii.ng
these füıds directly in Austria1 üey use tben for opeculative
purposes abİoad.

It ls not riğt; as ot&er speakeıs have said here, to close
oners eyes tc t}ıe fsct tJıat the ıationalised iııdustıy is a part
of the capiialist eccııo!ıic systen. Tbe supenıi.sory and other
bcards of state enteı,prts es ere paoked ııri th repreo e]ıta tives
of private capita11 iı ıaihose iıterest lt 1s tc cut doıın the s.ğa-|e

sector, tc ıTeoken l-t or to baıd it o',er to f,oreign capital. This
is exeınplified by the f,act that ıı,itb tbe asslstance of tbe
government and the trade ııaioıs, Awtıl,a i.s nationalised electro^"
technical lndustıy bas beea lerge§ subord,inated to the lr/est
Geıuan §lenens ooncerı.

fn order to oonvert üe ıatloaq].1sed fuıalus try iato a rea].
bu]-ııark of the ıvcrklng class rronopoly copital aıd its represeı-
tatives ııust be rerıoved fron the naıagerıeat of its enterprises.
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Workers and eoployeee oıuEt have e real §dy tn the nanagement of

production ancl ttıe takiıg of responsible iiectsions. 3ut v,hat

do we find in pııactice?
Tlıis rtgbt has been vlrtually brou€ht to naught. I,et us

note tbat trede tuıloı dues are usually declucted by the accorın,i;i-ng

departııent frooı the payrt}l, tberebıı exclııdiıg direçt ccntacts
betweea tracle ıınion ıoeobers ond tJı€lr or5anlsation. }rsde

ııııion ccnferenoes are frequent§ held in suob a way as to adopt

only tbcse decislons ı.dılcb bave been framed l,ı advaıce by the
gıajorİty fectlcn. uülcb, 8s a rule, negns §ociaf Denıocrets,
,rltiıout aqy consi.deratloı of, the propo§als aıd argunents put

forward at the ccliergııqe itselİ. Tb,e pollcy of the Austrlan Trece

Uoions Federa'clon boilş doum to ooıverttng the production
cotıııctls, viıich shoulil reDrelGıt tbe workersr interests, into
orgağs of oontrol oyeı the wcrkers, aıd lnio an 1ıstTunent for
coıduc'cin8 tbe leadersbip.s polJ.cy. Trade uılon nenıbers are
effec,bively deprlved of, the denooratlç right to elect tbe ğoyeTıı-
1ıg body. Politloal deol§ion8 are taken by a handfu1 of persons

belong:lng to the top trade !,rıioı leadeıshlpı Şo we have here
a set of lıteıreloter] probleas wbicb ıequtre a conıplex solution.

Fernsıd }iubsch
i,ııxeıboıır5. s tıadç ıınlons, ---:r-'--1İTT, have succ eeıi ed

ln getting th,eir delegates oı tbe supervisoııı boards of najor
conpanles of multloatİoıol corporations, 8ut üıere are a 5reat
rıaly obstsclee to tbe woıkeıgr aotııal partlalpatioa in management.

The law, in particular, binds nıenbers oi eupeııçisory boards to
keep productİoı natteıs ecçret, ec that the workerg I repıesentati-
ves are uıable to uge tlıelr kaonted8e 6ğd inİorına tt on to rıobillse
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t}ıe workirıg peopJ.e, al1 of şılıtcb eroiles tbe fyont of s,i;ı,uggle

Nevertheless, we ataııd for participatlon in nıanagernent, ııhich we

regarcl as an iJıternedİate gtage ın tüe struggle, and insİs-b on

parity participatloıl.
Cons equently 1 preoe§t-day practtces confirn the fact thg-i:

nationalisation can of itself ceter for capital. 'ihe saroe can

be said about particlpatlon.ln menageneat. Tbis question arises:

is not the restructur.'4g of eccnorıic relat1.oııs-_both that ıaıİch

is ccnııected w:l üı ttıe prospect of denocıatio transforınaticııs

and that dulcb constltutes tbe baais of sociellst transfornrations

in the eccncny--a coheıent proce6s iıcludlng both socialisation
(nationalişation) of the neans of productlon and an en}ıancement

of the rcle of tboee ,ıdıo nake clirect use of these means of produc-

tion? Are not tbese two organi.oally conıected aspects of ona

and tbe same process?

A bı.cadeı approacb ıiyill take us to tbe probleo of politisa-
tion of tbe trade unioıı struggle, ıdılcb ls an l.nportant aspect

of the Ccnıııınlsis' strategy. But let us flrgt consider a nei:i

problenı whioh bag a direct beariıg oı tbls.

The attiiude to tJıe probleoıs of preservlng peaoe and to
the neşs ağtl-war nove!ıeııt uölch bag norv aoquıred ıuıp:ıeeedented
proportions is oae of the. nıoet i.mportaıt issues facing the
trade ııılon§ı and lt was natıırally discııssed by t}ıe participan-i;s

tn the slnposluıı,

I'e cinc the Prcblem of ',i'a r. anC Peace
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Tlıe ı,ıoı,!ıing-c 1ı s Jc en(i trade üicn rncver,lent in thı-. !i]C h,,ı.

altJeys regarded itself simu].tgneously as a nıovenrent iıı. it,f .,.ıc . , ,

F..,, -:: ,^:C ıgİ.}gİ S.sbİ:glggı This tr.adition irnplies ; ıı:'.ç: ,. _.'_.

tica1 res pciı.s ibi}i ty, ıüich no ı,g falls on the tr:rde u],].i cns . !i: -

tas}r is, undoub,i;edly, to rernove the dan6e:, cf a t.lıermcnuc 1eıır,

ııar, ı,ıiri ch could inclneraie a].l Iif e on the 61obe. The,b iı ,.,h;

the prirne duty of ihe ıvorking c].ass tn the FRG is :,esclute

struggle agaiıst the deployıığnt of NAIO mediuo-]]angc mis§iie.;
oıı the ccuntry l s ,ieı.rliory.

A nurıber cf trade unions have passed resclu'ı;ions urging

revocctioiı of the decislon cn the instsllation of such nıj.ssi]_as

in the PRG. Anıong them are the unlons of rıetalwo:,kers, ,,,ıoi]ıc::";

in coriırnerce, banks ond insurance conıpaaies , printers. iecıch .:],:;

and ryoodvıcrkcrs. [housands of trade ıınionj.s ts tcok pa:,t :'.n
and

peace nıarches / the rallies on t}ıose occasions ıvere adriressec1 b.ı1

trade ıınicn actlvists and leadeT§.

lher,: ts a groıring undeıstandi:ıg artıong the §rorking pıı1;le
of the int ercoıınection betvıeen the arıı§ ıace and the social
disrıantling, lndicotlve la thts respect is a deııonstration b;.

70r0OO ı,ıoıkers held in Stuttgart tn lfoveııbeı 1981. It ı.cs

fo]-loıred by numeı.cus d enıonstra tiorıs on a smailer gcale across
the country, iioı,ıevcr, much stilI needs to be d.one tc develop

cooperation bei;ı,ıeeıı, 'i,he ivor]ri n8-€1ass novement enci the peacc

movement .

IiJ-eborating cn the idea, Alovşe .Bl.sdorff sai<] that .bhe

Cornınunists should set themsalves the task of provlding more in-
depth expJ.anatlon in the trade unioıı ınoveııent of the problerıs
iı ens uring peace, In that ınovement ıze st11l finc1 thc w:Ldesnre.:c]
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Yie!.J tha.İ ar\y Job ls e boon, regariiless of lüether İt is aı :ı:!_1:,.,,

taıry plant or a ro}lfuıg Eı1Il. It iş the Ooıınıunists ı c]uty tc,

shoı.r, on t'he bagis cf scieatiftc anal-ysis, that spending on

the arns induetıy ırnd the arned forces do ıot create jobs, bu-u"

on the ccntraılııı lead to their reductlon, and tha t _tiıe gro vıih. cf

euıployment İn thıs sectcr does ıct creete 9ııy additional produc,;

but merely generates iııf,letion. Cons equentJ.y, the trade union

nove«ıent sho uJ.ci be more actively involved in the movernent for

peacc.

Ac for Brltaiı1 Bert Ra melson said, our trade urıicns lıave

a hig[ 1evel of poJ.itical oon§clousıess. The rnlners , f or ins,baıce .

have a key role to play not oaly tn the struggle for the solu-

tion of ecoııoınic problems, but lest year helcl for the first
time an internationaI peace ğorrfereğce to ııbioh trade uni cn,s

frcm capita].ist and sootalist coııntries were iavited. li,lhen 'ıhe

US trade rınions iieclared that thelr repreğentatives would not

attend 1f delegates from tbe Soviei; Union do, the niners repliedı
ülRight, stay horne. It is ouı business wtıonı to inviten We shaIl

not tolerate ağyone d,ictati.ng §ome klnal of conditiong to us":l

It is a pleasure to realise tha t there is such a developrıen,i; 
"

A uıorld trade ıın:ion corıference on the socio-ecoiıoııic aspeots of

dlsa:manıent ıvas held in Parls, and its convocation wes lnitig,üed

by the B,r,itish tratie ıınlon leaders vıüıo took paıt in the i{orlcl

Parliaııent of the Peoples for Peace 1ı Sofia. The British minei,g

have declcled to !ıold annual conferoğces iı oupport of peace.

A11 the pertlcipants 1§ the eympostun spoke about the preserva-

tloı of peace and tt ı,ras t}ıe geıeral vievı thet ouch ştil1 remal.ns

to be done to glve the trade u.niona a iieeper ıınderstandirıg of the
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pı,oblen anci to invigorate their struggle against the arı;,.ı; ::ac,,

and for detente and peıce.

The Comuıunls ts ı strsterr

Tbe c omıııı.gi § t partie§ ı approaclı to

tı.ade ıuıions ıvas evident iı a11 the sta
in the synposiıın9 ıüıateveı, tbo aubJeot

sone aspects of the OonıııııJ.s ts r gtrate

brougbt out.

In tlıe peri.od oi exacerbgtlng ari.a

uıork acquİres especİal lnportaıc c, sğtd

the probJ.ems faciııg ,ihe

tennents by the paı,,bici p..:ı;:;

they dealt w:ith. Bu,ö

6ı \t ere specifically

e sc us s 1er.
ts,
lo

the par.iyls tc1cologica1

workors to ıuıd ers taıd the cau{ıe§ of th,e orisıs and to put forwnı,d

rea1 alternatlve to capttallst developnent.

In the olass battles of the past, tbe 0eıııan CP hes ı,ıcrkcd

out g nwıbeı of sbort-tern progıaıınes for oıobillslng tbe vorkiııg
people a4d for nıak,ın6 tiıetr actioıı ınore purposeful. In dcing
go, yr'e şeek to go beyond tbe pıırely urgent problenıs, always

pointing out that the Conımııııi,sts tİe in tbeİr solution wittı the

struggJ-e for their ııai! goa1--§oci8llşn.
At tbe §aııe tloe, we, Coooıııi.sts, uibo are a part of the

TRG ıvorking class, value eveılı nark, eveılr nigİıt ııüılch has been

wrested fron the eoployers aııd fron tbe governnent despito tho

efforts of reactlon, Iıı the class battles, tbe workers gain
eıper5.ence a.aaİ coee to see .ıore clearly the liınitations of the

present gystem. !ıese battlea belp tc raise tbe s elf -alvareğ.es j,,

of tbe mag§ea and to geoerete the torcee çdılch ı,ııi11 be capab1o

of vangui.e}ıin6 capi.talisıo and eetabllshing 9 social systern ensur-
ing a soo1al basis for coıductlng a policy of peace, certainty iıı
the futııre, and inprovenent of livtıg anct working conditions.

i helns iiır:
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ihe GCP's P?cgranın3 dec],;res tlret ib opposes ıııJı ,-ı! J:-|-i _,i

use the trade ı.ııions 3s a ııdiscİplinary fac,i;ort' for t]ıe çi,.,ieıjo,

ofthecapitalistsysterıanclasarıinstruİxeni,forrbying:-r.l..i
thrcugh tısocial partnershiplı ideologr to big capital- ıııii f:,ıı:

subordinating th erA tc gcvernroent policy based on i,is inie,"cs,i,:,

tr'or our partyı the ccoperation of the pclitical and tracic u-ıiın,

vrcr}ring.classnıcveuıentsi6nifiessupportcfnıilitantııc.t.io.nblr
the traıle ulıt,Jns and the mustertng of public so}idari'oy ,vi t,|ı,

their denıands.

Obs eı,ving the grcıvth of the working people's ccnsclıusnc:ı; ,

vıe rogard it as a factoı helping to lntensify our stı,ı,ı,ggJ,e, a

factor for jcint action,_lncludlng action by Ccrnmunis'ıs and

Sccial Dcnooıats--on a cornrnoi! platfcrrı. It ccnfirns cur ccnvic-

tion that 1n our conditions ihe tra'te ıııions musi; pursue an au-iı--

ncncus policy. Au,üon<ıt(y is just now being hctly debated in 'ıhc

t::ade unlons, ancl the concept itself inplies not only f crrnai

independenceofpoliticalpartles,notonlyorguıisa,ıiınafind:-
pendence, but also that 'ı;he interests of the 

",Joı"k:,rg 
,-r,-,;- ] ,n!,,: ".

be c]efinitive in {;rade rıni on actton.

Intherecentperioa,spokesrnenf,orcapitalhavecrıceag.:i.iı
circu]_ate.] the legend of ltconınıunlst İ!,filtrationı, of the ,ir::dı

uıions. They hcıve issued warnings against t,tı e groluiııg İnf lueiıc,:

cf lüerxist ideas on the vıorlcing class and the consolidatıon of

the positicns of those ı"ho take a conslstent stand in dejı-::rcc

of the ı,ı<_.'::kers l interes-ts. A panpblet with the characte ::i;: 'İi,:

title ttlhe I,egend of Conınuıist Infıltratİon't, lssued by 'i;he

Boarc} of the Lleta] 'lTorkers' Union, expoşes the beirind_,ühe-s c tı,ı:,,

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



ça

develcpneııts in 'üis canpaigtı. It elıows tbat ıvtıeneveı: t,lr:,

class battleg.becone ııore aoute, blg capltal always tries i;l, sııli,;

tbe vrorking"clags uoü€u€ıttı C!ıai.ıgaı of the GCP Harbert j,iies

said the fo11ovı.iı6 İı an iıtenılew abcui tlıesc ıying accusatİoııs:

'|[his fairy tale 1s not aa ortgtıal oae at a11. The enernies of

the woı,kin6 <las s ooveğeııt alrıays ooıııe up nrith 1t v*ren tlıey

feel ,bhat tJıei.r dcnılnani pos1tions are being Jeoparcllsed cr ı,rheıı

they want to cover up the specially toııgh neesureş yıtıich are

ained to wor§en iüe workl .6 peoplets condltlon. For us, Comnıu-nisis,

trade unlon arıtonony has been not Just a slogan but a real goa1

of cur party's polioy since 1968ı thaİ is, since its founcia-

tion. We belleve_-and thl,s is ivrltten into our prograrnrne--that

we have need of stroııg, rıntted aad üdepğıtlent trade unioııs iıı the
c

f uture as rvell . lı,/
419y,se 3_Lsqc_fJ.,

T,ei us bear iı nlnit tbat §ooie], Denocrats, said

have the leatting role to play tn tbe trede rıuion noyenıent of

naıy capitalist coıığtriesı Ebtob ıvay is tJıe si.tuation changing

and hoıv s}ıould yıe regist a grorrtb of tbel,r iıfluenoe? It could

].eaii to a situaiion 1n vdıl.ch tbe social deroooratiç parties ı,ri11

us e t'he trade ıııloıs to ensuıe tlıei.r plaoe in government and then

to qontinue the sa!ıe poli,cy ,ıAich tbe bourgeois parties hed

conductede In lııxerıboıırgı it has alreaaly becone sometbing of

a tradii;loı tiıa t forqer trade ,,n{.on leaders are given rıinisterlal
posts vihen the nıling coalitioı ig f orneal. But ınıe are also açrare

5 See§ ,
Irankfurt,/M., }by 1981ı p, 14.
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of the trenıendous ,inportance of trade ııııion_ uıi ty and ccopera-
i;he

tion betı,ıeen Socia].İsts and Conurınistş 1ı / trsde uıı:ioııs " ii;::e

are socıe ooni;radictlons and great difftculties, and bhey nus,r

be flexibly anil circunspectly overconıe in practlce. Eire C}

T.,rıx enıb ourg proceeils fron tİıe neecı for unlty of actlon toge-bher

w:tth a principled struggle against opportu.ııisıo, ,ıihich dcos hai,c

to the v,orking-qlqss noveüıent.

ıTe have before rıs a set oi problens related to trade union

work, In order tc set fort& lts views conc erning the various

aspects of trqde union activi.ty, notably iJı ecoğonic policy,

the CP J.,ııxeroboıırg has proposed to ihe traiİe ıınlon leadership

to rıeei for a ccaveıgation. It is to be hoped that this lyi1l

provi.de 8n l!ıpetıı§ for 5.ıvigoratiıg the activtty of the trade

ı:Jıioıı,s.

In the condltions nouı prevalling J.n ğreece, said @fs_
!heona s tbg Conırıu,ılst Party mwt take new steps to ra)-ly a,

maj ority of the pcpulatlon round our banners and to raise the

vıorking people r s rnass noveğent ı ihis nove!ıent can put irressure

on governıne[t pollcy and nake the authorities alter their course

toıvards genuiıe derıooracy. ReJ-yiıg on tbe nore favourab]-e si;ari-
ing positions1 the workiıg clasg ılorv }ıas the poşsibtlity of

fighting fcr its eocnorı.ic, oulttııa]. and social denands vı:ith the

use of the posi.tive elenents of 5overıınent policy. We believc
that the ınost inporta!,t taskg are the foIlowing.

Etr'--+ ıı§ e of neıv opportuniti es , exercJ.se of trade uiıion
vigo rous' activii;yand denocratic freedons on the shopfloor, more

by the rıorklng iıeople aııd the trade ıınions, and

ty in indu§try and ln tiıe stato in§titions,
pol1tical gc,i,ivi-
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§econd1 eüloc ı§ + oft e couni; ls

trs.dq.ıinio+ $gv.eneq_t, fhe cıgsr4onsgioııs forces must be mobİlis_

eai for §trwgle a6a{.nst tbe ageıts of tlıe euıployers and agains;

the governınent's attenptg to neddle tı tlıe acttvlty of the

free trade ıınions aı,d a68ln§t the ,iaager of an ldeo1o6ica1

spllt tı t}ıe noıenent. 0n tbe otlıer hand, there is a need to

flglıt PAŞOEıg inteıtioııg tc use the trade ıınlons for its otgn

purposcs. 1be pıtııe uıiıister once gpoke out egainst their

l!,depeıdence and poİittcisatloı. He celled oıı bis associates

to penetrate 1nto the tratıe ıınloıs and tbere to defend the govern-

nent, v'lıl ch ıvants to convert t}ıo trade ıınlong into a nıainstay of

itg policy w,itbin tbe ırorktıg olasg go effecttvely establishing

a governneıı.tal trade ıınioı aoveıeıt. Tiıat is sonethlng v,ıe

cannot aocept.

l'hlrd, o ıvo a^ Gie ec c

of its ovın poli cy and strategı to realise sociol econcınlc anü

polttical degıands end creatc the prerequisites pavlng the ı,ıay

for soclalişra, fhese problens Trere 6iven special attention at

the 10th Ccngross of the CP Groece.

Ehe Connıınists of our countrır1 said Bağgll§jggi.@, .re
acting witblı tlıe Austrlan 1rade Unton Iederatlon as a part of

tbe Treft tsade Union B].oc. t}ıey bold ıespoısib)-e posts on the

centıaı boards of sectoral trade ıınıons and 'bave theİr represen-

tatives on the federal board and o}so oı t)ıe Eederatlon's

wononr s coıınittee, Itıg Iıeft Tra<le Union 31oç ts represented in
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55.

the Asscciation by u "ucr"taryr6 3esides, §ısrob ers of -bhe lef1;

trade Uıion 31oo bold elective trEde ıınica posts at rnany

enteıprlses aıd also İn dİşirlat and İıiincler bodİes. fhe T_,ef,c

Trsde Uİuıon 31oc İs tbe only group ırithtn tbe Assocİation v,ılıich

defends tbe ı,ıcrkers l interests froo class positions snd niakes

use cf a1l tbe opportııılties provided by üıe trade rııions Jor

dojııg so. fhauİs to the initiattyes aİıd nd].itancy cf the L,ef,t

Trade Unlon Bloc vre şucceeded in the past, irlth the suppo::t of

other pro6ressıve İorces, 1n putttng throug}, a nunrb er of reforrıs

in labour 1eglsJ.a,i;icı and şocial pol1cy. But one has to

say that tbe growıng proiluotıvlw of ı8bour bas far outstr,lpped

the açhieved IeveI of social benefitş.
lbe T,eft ltade Unicn Bloc believes that tts nain task a,t

the preseıt sta5e of t}ıe st]:u6gle is to preserve Jobs. It has

vrorked out and prcposed, ag an alternatlve to tbe government

pc}icy and tlıe pl,e§ent eccnonrlc situation, a f,ive-point prograrı-

Eıc çontolnlıg demands for the solutİon of eeononıİc problen§,

above alI the problen of Job proıı:Lsi.on. ihts progranııe mu§t be

set fcrtb in concrete terııs la aoeordance ıvith the §pecific

ccndit1,on§ of each enterpriseı each diştrict and each Land, so

proriding the bagtrg for jcint action. the effeotg of the crisj-s

tend. to lııorease 'ciıe disconteğt sıil di.sappointnıent auıong broad

cirqlee of tvorkers ıııi tb tbe §octal denccratic governrıent I s

polİoy, Heıce tbe neijv oPpoİtunlttee for joJ.nt action by

workers__Socİalis is . Conrıuıig ts aııd norı,.pşrty people. Realisg-
-_...rrü****..l+r.-.r'*

'o IJe is Corıı.,ade Ştreiter.-Ed.
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56.

tion of ou.r f er-reac'hin8 deınantlg rr111 clepend on the extcn-'; ic
rdılch thts ı,.iW 1§ eciıieved.

In ilanuaqy 1982ı the Couını.ılgt 3arty of Denmark helrl e

naJor conference on trade ıııl co ııork rd th the participation cf
Ccrnnıırıis t sbcp steııarils ıepresentlıg iüe trode u.ıulons, ]l[o_ı]cJıq

(Öwer sald. It ,,zas atteniieti by 1r35O delegates, and this
in itgolf shows t'hat it 1s the Comquıl,sts rvlıo have proposed

a coıstructlve alternative to üo refcııotst ].tne of the leader-
shlp of, the Danisb trade ıııton noyeuent" tbe conference fornıula-

ted the basic d erıqııds ıiiılch are to be put iorrrard in the coursc

of, the 1983 ı,ıage-rate bargalılng. Is for tJıe pertyls ,ıaslts,

1t was eoüağlsed at üe coniereıce thet ıvltbln the framework

of the trade ııılon strııggla tbere.is an alterıatlve to the

refornist and aoncl.].j.atoı7 ltne of the traile ıı.tıioı leadership
and the bourgeols governııeıtrs policy; üe Gorımıuılsts| maln

task ln tiıe tradc uııioıı ooyeaent 1s to secure unJ.ty of acticn
iı the strııggle for this alternative.

There tg noiz evidençe of e lew ııp§urge in the ,brade

ıııılJğ struggle, together ıııitb a growtb of tb; strike oovenıent

and othor actlo!.. lbe Goomrıılcts are taktrığ part jı it on iha
basls of jotnt actlonı this bas alreetly ytelded posJ-tivc

results, but there are elso soııe alifflculttesi -

Our actlvity i.s nade ııore dtitlcıüt abovc a1l by the mass

ıııenploymcntı wlılch teadş to produce 1ı the worklng claşs a

nood of, !,opclessneso aıd despatr, aıd also by tüe rarnpant

antl_cornnuniso, whtcİı regorts tc evgr uore trİ.c§ net'bods.

lhe parttes of the Dleit rlıçı'nede extenştvo use tn tlıe latest
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electora]- carnp:ign of slogans for ılpure socialism';, ;lsoci;iisıi
ı,ivi th a hunıağ faceıl , eııd go oıı, ıvit}ı the cons equen,t dis,tie:rcing

frcrı the §ovl.et unicn antl other socialist couııiries. In thesı,

eff crts ,i;hey rvere, of course, supported by a11 the cther
anti-conirnı.ı.ııists, The C3 Denııark did ıot tread the psth 1eadin6

away frcn thc positions of proletariaı l.nternaticnelisn for
the sake of a cht eıring a sbort-l1ved §uccess. lle believe i;ha t
there are enough exanples to show that those ı,ciro abandon thesc:

positions vejry sooğ fiad tbeoselves iıı a dead.and.

ltıe CP Great Brttain has fornulated an alternative
econonıic end poli,bical strategy, said Beı,t Rarnelson, T]ıe

trade union ntoyenent and the Tıabour party have accepted thc
besic points of this strategr. But accepting the denan<ls

contained in a pro€ranıqe and implenıentlng thegı is far frcnı
being the same t&.iııg. In contrgşt to nanş. ıüo approve the
propcsed oou.r6e, yıe bellove tbat oıır alternative prograrııae

is onJ.y a part of the struggle to cbenge the balance cf
forces ııı:it}ı:in the country and ırithl,n the franevıork of the

capitalist systen as a vüole, We regard extra-parliamentary
struggle as t}ıe main neaa§ tbet could force the governrıeıt i;c

fulfil at least a patt of tbe deııaaclş of this progrqmme and

guarantee 'uhgt a leit ].ıaboıır 6overıınent in practice derncastra*

tes its adhereace to üıese goals.
.Aıd here is yet aııother question co.rınected v.rith bhe

politiaisation of tbe trade ıınicns and thelr autcğorny, There

has recently bcen 9 broad dtscusslon oi the idee that .bhe

trade ıııi ons could act a§ 8 political partyı anci the Asscclation
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of çerman Trade Uni.oııs is clted 86 an exanple. I cane c-ioıo;s

a book cbout theo ıülciı is callod tılourtü Party?ll . Dc ive

not tı,uly find tı the capitaligt counİries a specifl.c situa-bion

ia vıhlch tlıe trade uuiong beve cone to put less trusi in poltti-
cal parties and i.n a §eıııı e seek to take over tbeir fuıcticns?

I thl!.k that tb,e trade ıınioas ırill ıever be able to becornc

a polltical. party. fuşı not? Becauşe by ıeture tJıe trade

unioas are opeiı to one and a11, and tbey bave aever had a coorncn

political, 1deologica1 apprceob, aııd tbey bave never been

icleologically bcncgeaeow. But that ğoes not rıean that the.,e

is no need to poli,bİ.cise tbe trade ııılJolsı a!,d tbat they shoulci

not fight ior polttical progrsınnes expresstrıg class pcsi-
tiona, programnes ııüicb <iirect tbe vjhole novenent to supporting
the revolutionaıT poli.tlcal parf. 0ıere ts no contradlction
bere, I believe that the trade uılonş uu§t be lıdependent
of politJ.aal parti.es, otherıv,ise tbey wi1l cease to be univeı.sa1 ,

and w,111 cease to serııe the interestg of a1], the ı,rcrkcrs regarcl,-

1ess of pol1tlcal. cr i.deologl.cal orleıtatloı, eoıuet}ıin8 t}rat

could result İn splİts, dlsa6reenonts aııd the energenc c of e

rıultlplicity of tradc unio.ı aentro§. It ls anottıer natter
thet ç,ıe should 1ike tJıe Conoıınlşta workiıg ln tbe trade unicns

to convince trede ıınlon nemberş to eccept oıır standpoint and to
iııduc e tbern ic accept tiıe poli.oy rve propose.

..ihe 
parttcipaıto in the confer9ııce, notably !._]Şç.hİİssl_e^l,

IyI. Hower. A. Bisdorff end Yi sfh eoİıa s reised a nunıber of
other inportaıt problensı lıvi5oration cf üıe coınrıuılstst şıork
wi tiı non-unlonlşed r;orking pe ople 1 aoıong unomployerl, amorıg

forei.gı ıvorking people and otherşı tbe parti.clpants in the
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§ytrıpogiu!ı bclieve that exc'haıgcs oi experience tn such activitJr

ıvould be ugeiuJ 1n tbe iutrııe 98 wellı
§uns.lng up !ıoıre of tbe üoıult8 of trüe ıyrıpoeJ.un, ğ!

Ba_oelso4, EE EdXtorial 8oaıd neober, sald:

Oıır nıecttng shcwed how aıany new anci conpJ,icated prcblens

have arisen bcf,ore tbe traile uıılon novenent in tiıe recent pericd,

aad that lt haa not yet beeı sble to iXıd a §olutloğ for a1l

of tbcm, lbe pcsitive th,ln8 is--oıd this i.s ev1deıt frcn a]-1

tbe speeches-iüat the traiie ııılons are alirare of tbe

scuteness of thesc ploblens and are gettiıı6 doıo tc seekin5

solution for them.

ilistoı7 teacbeş that, iar iron ell.niıating tlıe vıorking

peopleıs problems, class collaborati.on, l.n ef,fect, he!-ps to

iorti.fy tbe posltJ.ons aıd tbe oonfidenae of tbe eoployer clasş.
Class ocllaborationı social paııtıersbtp--evoD, rınder 8 ].eft_

orteıtatioı governııent1 if, poli,cy is stll1 effectetl within
tJıe franeıvoı,k of the oapJ.tallot aysten--teniig to bern the work-

ing o}ass, whicb ig nüıy the trade uıiop,s nust ııse the noşt

dlveıse f,o:ctıs of strıı6gle üılcb should help tbenı to fuf11
tüeir basic ııissioa, &e key to tbig is ,ınrty oi the working

class ead internatİonal oolitlarlty. If entrepreneıııs operate

oı a globsl scale, tbe worktıg people, too, nust flğt back on

a globa1 gcale.

Tİıat is ibe Conmııılstgı role oati responsibi].İty .ln these

contlltioııs? '.7e all a6ree thet üı,air taşk is ,bc accelorate the

spread anong tbc tıas§es of the idea of ı.ıJfy of actİon, of inter-
nationa], soli.darity, of struggle. ltıet is the oı§ way o1ong

wbich effea'ıive and cnıcial progresg of tbe workİng-class move-

ğo[t 1§ possible.
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ROI-.,E OF T!{n tRADE UNIONS 11{ SOCIAL]ST CHANGES

lIarr T sch
Politica1 Bııre au member , CC ,SiIPG,

Chairman, Centra1 Board,
confederation of lree German Trade unions

The constrı-ıction cf the neıı society is a complex, multi-

faceted, creative process. It d.ercands joint efforts by alJ-

c]_asses and socia]- groups, v"hich participate in this process

through rnany organisations representinE their interests in it,

Daclı neı,; stage of a socialist change sets neç tas]ts and. this

find.s reflectioir in the activity of these organisations, oc-

casionally in a mod.ification of their roles. A]-1 this calls

for a principJ_ed i,jarxi st -I.,eninist estiııation of ongoing develop-

nents and for the f crnıulation of a correct position rneeting

todayrs e;cigencie s.

The trad.e unions ho]-d a prominent place among the mass

organisations of socialist countries. Thcy group tlre abso]-ute

nıa joriti- oi working people and exert trerıend.ous influence on the

c ons truct i on matrıre, developed socialism, a system charac-

terised by real p]-e's democracy, an advanced economy and a

high livine standa , a society meeting rnanls every raaterial and.

spiritual ı,equj-rement. In the German Democratic Republic they

are uıı.ited- in tire confederation of Free German Trade unions

(CFGTU), rvhose membership exceeds nine miflion, or over 97 per

cent of a]_] blue and rı,hit e co]_lar wcrlçers and. intellectuals.
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A militant associate of the Socialist Unity Party of

Gerınany, the CFGTU defends v,ıorkersı interests and strives föI

socia] progress should.er to shoulder vııittr tlıe party and und,cr

its leadership.

l',iith the ?art:r and the State

Trade unions a]]G seen by i,,iarxi snr-I-,e ninisn as the conne cti:ıJ

-]- iirk betıveen the vanguard party of the ıııorking class and ,l;he

Iı3sses " Explaining this function cf the unions, I,,enin ı-ı-rot c

that their llare a link betvııe en t}re vanguard, and the rnasses, and

by their daiJ-y ı,ıork bring conviction to the rnasses, the masses

of the class ıvhich alcne is capable of taking us from capitalisn
,. 1to C o;nmulla sm " .

Hoıv the ıvorking class exercises its lead.ing role in thc

transfoırnation of society depend.s largely on the nature of re-

lations be t,;ıeen the pro].etarian party and the trad.e unj-ons.

This is ıvhy its class enemies ıyould ]_i}çe to scver or loosen

t]ıe 1iı:,1ı betr,ıeen t]re trad.e unions and the ccmmunist party.

Tt is hj_ght}, important to approach this nıatter from a

principled standpoint. lhe foundations of this approach were

J_aid. by ilarx ancl Dn5els, wiıo devoted much attention tc the tradc

uııions j_n thei:: theoretica1 r,ıritings and politicaJ- activity.
Tlı.e;, 6yolr.d these f ound.ations in struggle against borrrgeois

and reformist conccpts d.esigned to divert the unions frorn the

objectives of a thorough transf oııiıation of society and to res-
trict their activity to purcly econoırio problems.

L V.I. lenin, Col1ected. lVo:rks VoI. 32, pp. 20-21.
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ttlf tlıe lradest unions are required for the guerrilla

f ights be tı.ıe en capital and laborır, ll Lıiarx i,v-rote to the d"elegates

of the provisional centraf council of the International Associa-

tion of \'Jorkers to the Geneva Congress (1866 ), lıthey are sti]f
nıore inrportant as orqanised ag enci es for sunersedinE the ve r.y.-

s yst eırı of wages labour and ca ital rule... Apart from their

original puıposes, they must now 1earn to act d.eliberately as

organising centres of the vıorking class in the broad interest of

]_ete emanci ation . Thcy rıust aid. every social and. poli-
tj_cal movement tend.ing in that direction. "2

]:iarx's mand.ate is sti}] valid. In cxanining the probleıı

of establishing proletarian ru]-e and the historical mission of

the prolctariat, lJarı defined the tas]ıs facing the trar]e unioirs

iır thi,g connecticn as f o1Lows:

- the trade unions must be mad.e a true nass organisation of

the ıvbol e ı,ıorlring class;

- the unitlr of the ivorking c]-ass can onJ-y be achj_eved by

enlisting thc active participation of thc trade ıı:ıions in the

struggle for the ultimate goal , the construction of a socialist

- i;he main condition for any trade union ıvork is to c oııbine

economic ızith political struggl e s.

It is cnly on'tlre basis of the },|iarxi st -T,eninj_st conception

of the naturc of relations between tlre party and the trade rrnicns

that the ı.ıorking c]_ass can acccmplish its historica1 mission.
The party cf tlıe ııorking class equips it ıııith the doctrj_ne of

its c

_LJ. ör.
Kar1 I\,'[arx arrd. Frederick Engcls, Selected. l-iorjts Vol 2,
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4"

scientific coınmunism. It paves the vıay to thc ncı,,ı society f o:r

the ıvorking peoplc, unites thern and j_nstils sociali.st conscioırs_

ness into their minds. This is the basis on vıhich the unity

of goa1 and action of the party and. the trade unicns forns and

tlıc lcading role of the party becomes establj_shed.

Ernst ThÖfınarrn, outstand.ing leader of the CPG j_n t}re

tr,ıenties and tlı-irties , stress ed in appJ-ying tlıe ideas cf i,]arx

and Engels in party po}icy that the trade unions are the best

vehicle tlırough wlıich the proletariat can be lyon over and that

the Commuıri st s must regard. the unions as one of their nost iın-

portant spheres of activity among the masses. He cal]-e d on

Commr-rnists not to ccnfine themselves to formulating theoretical
propositions but to ı,.ıorlı hard. for their realisation.

Continuing the cause of their great predecessors and. learn-
ing the lessons of history, the Communists of the GDR strove

steadfastly for the unity of the ıvorking class and the c oıiunuıri s t
and ıvorking-class moveııcnt. In the GDR this ıvas achieved as a

re su]-t of fornıing a united. l,{arxi st -Lenini st party of the r,ıorkin6

class and integrated. trad.e ı-uıions.3 E,ııer since then qualitative-
1y neı,ı relati ons have been slıaping be tı,reen the party and the

unions. They rvere finalised by the Third CFGTU Congress (1910)

in progranıme clccurıents recognising the iead.iırg role of the

]{arrisi -Lenini st party as the consciorrs vanguard of the ıvorking

class. The trade unions dcclared thair firın adherence to the

3 lh" SilPÇ ıvas forrned. in 1946 by nlerging the
Socj_a] Denıocratic partics of Genııany on the basis
L,eninism. Thc CFGTU v,/as f ounded in 1945. --Dd.

communist and.

of },{arxi snı.-
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tr

platfoı:rı of Marxism-].,eninism and stated in their constitution

that their goal- is to build a socialist society in the GDR, a.

state in which p oı,.ıe r is in the hand.s of the ıvorking class antl

whose policy is aimed at ensuring peace and. d.emocracy and safe-

guarding the ı,ıorkers ? interests. In 1ine ı,ıith their expJ-icit

class positj_on, they confirmed their loyalty to proJ-etarian

internationali-sm and friend ship vıith the Sovj-et Union.

Those ıvere decisions of the greatest poJ.itical noment.

Gıly five years had passed. sinc€ the defeat of fascism and. there

stil]- were leaders in the country vıho tried to serve imperialist
interests. Arguing that the CFGTU ınus t mai-ntain lıpolitical

neutral_itylt, they wanted. to d.i.stract it fron the revolutionary

struggle for the objectives of the working c]-ass. In fact, they

used. the ciemand. for tttruly freett ancl 'tind.epend.entll rııions as

a cover for posing the CFGTU against the party. Hoı,ıevcr, their
.efforts fel1 through. It was the Leninist approach that pre-

vailed.. This approach iınplie s that und.er the new systerı thore

is no room for trade unions vrhich see their "freed.omlt and llin-

depend.encetl in dod.ging responsibility and. refusing to shorv

iııitiative when tasks in socialist construction set by the state

must be fulfilled.4
This has al-ways been our approach. There can be no oppo-

sition betıveen the c ommr:rrj. st party anci the trad.e unj.ons in a

socialist state. The policy of the perty, the lOth SUPG Congress

(1981 ) re-emphasised., is aiııe d. at strengthening socia]-ism and

4 See V. I. Lenin, Col1ected',,Vorks Vo1.32 ı pp" 20-2L"
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\torker-peasant pov,/er, raising thc pe ople Is stand,ard of liviı6,

promoting their social_ security and giving theiır confidence in

the future. Tn internaticna]- refations, its chief aiin is to

prcs.rve d.urabLe peace. T}ris policy fuJ.ly ııe cts tlıc ",ıorkers!

hopes and aspirations" The ref ore the eff ort cf the tra,f e r,::,j oiıs

for its inrplenentation is t]re ınost relj-able anC most e fi'ective

way of serving the çtoı,ke:,st interests, In tu_rn, the lOtjı C-ıĞT'ır

Congress (r9B2) confirmed that tiıe frce Gerrıan trıcle unions sc:

thc substaırce oi t}reir taslts iıı being a school of socialisn,

iıritiators of socia]-ist crıulaticn and exponcnts cf ti-ıe intercsts

of the ıvorking class.
It is not r,ritlıoılt rcason that orrr trad,e uıricns are calle cı,

frce. The ir free status is cief inett b;r Articlc 44 cf tlre L]on_

stitutionoftl-ı.eGDR,rıhiı}ırcads:llThetrad.eunionss]ıcllbe
fre e . i,io one shall have a right to restric"t tlıeir activity oi

raise obstac]_es to it.,ı5 This is also the case in socio_poı iticai

practice. It nust be stressed again, hoıııever, tlrat independence

does not iınply politica]_ rıeutrality of the trad.e unicns. [Ie stand

-firin-] }, by the party and relations betıveen us a]]e based on fufl

nrutuai confidence aird understanding. The poJ-icy cf tlıe SUPG

alvalrg proaeeds frorı thc fact that the ulri ons ere an autoncnrous

orgaııisation having re sp onsibili-ti e s of its oı.,.rr. ]l[ost tratle

unionists arc non-party people. But ti-ıe party e:ıeris guicling in-

f]uence on CFGTU affi]iates through the Comıııunist s tai *ng pı:ıt

in their activity. In accordance vıitir the, leninist proı.ıisioirs

, Verfassung der Deut
Berlin, T974, p. 37.

schen Demo]cratischen Republi]<
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7

of its Constitution, the party binds all its meıııbcrs to ıvork

actively iir tlıe ı-ııions. Their tas]i is to spell out ,bhe polic;ı

of the party, set people an exalıple of steadfastly putting it
into practicc, \,rin thc rıorkers' confidence and. invariably justify
it by d.ecd.s. fhis ıııo::k of t!ı.e Corınunists perııits of no petty

tutelagc or say-s o.

Tire part7 is certain that socialism can only be built ı*itiı
tlre participation of strong and activc trad.e unions and it sırp -
por';s all thcir initiative s. Close a]-liance ıvith the SIDG anc1

t}re partyls help and. guid.ance are an earnest of fruitfu1 aotivity
the

by,,' Confed.eration. This is why ve heard. vritlı d.eep satisfaction
the estimation of the traclc unions made b5. Eri_ch Honecker,

General Secrctary of thc CC SUPG, in his address to th.: ]_Oth

CFGTU Congress. llThe trade unions, " he said, lıhold. a solid placc

in our socialist soci_ety and. do it most efficiently... There is
reason to say that the succcsses registered in building socialisrıı
in our country ı,,ıere only madc possible by the active ccoperation

(
of the C}rGTU. tl U

ReJ.ations be tı,ıcen the trade unions aıd. the socialist state,
li]tc those be tı,ıeen then and. the party, are based on a coınmon

class posj_tion, since por.,rer in the GDR and. the principal nıcans

of production belong to t]re ı.ıorkj_ng people arıd the CFC{TI-T is a

Iilass or8anisation of theirs. Hence a fundamental coincid.ence of

the objectives of tiıc statc and the unions and of the tasks ııhich
the;. nug1 fulfil. This also explaiııs vııhy r-ınd er socialism thc

6 Drich Honecker, lıZu a]ctuc]-]_en Fragen der Inııen- ı;nd. Aus-
se ııp olitikll ,

nOl

Protoirol]_ dcs lO. FDĞB-Ko ngresScs , tserlin, l_!B2,
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7 S c e V. I. Lerıin, Col]ected \ııorks

unions are not only build,crs oi the e c onolılJ, but forces of thc

state, as Lenin put it,7
i-{e are developinğ orır system above all by pcrfecting socialist

dejnocracy, lyhos€ essencc is ste ailily increasing partioipatioir of

the ıvorkiag people in the ıranagenent of all social changes,

Tiıe y al.so participate in it through t}re trade unions, ı,ııho s e right

to influcnce econcnic activities and, sccial processes in the

country is guaranteed by t'ne Ccnstituti on of the rcpublic, In so

impcrtant an a]:ea of social policy, for instance, as deterr,rina-

tion of the ratio betl,icen production resuJ.ts and rvages, thc

unions play a very important rcle by na}ting proposals, partici-

pating in thc drafting of relevant decisiorrs and helping carr;ı

tlıernout.Itgoeslrithoutsayingthatthelı.nio.ıslamplepolife]:s
arc j_nsepara'o}e froın their cbligations to tiıe state , u/hose fu}-

fi]-ment, too, bcrrefits tLıc pcople as a şhole,

The iıorkers take part iir econoiaic mana€emont beginning ııith

the enterprise, using mcetings, the discussion of plans anr} so-
emulat i orr

"i"İŞ;7;;;1tments, 
worlçer control over Droduction and tjıc

sp}ıere of social security, and ınany otheı: fornıs of trad,e uni on

eı ct ivity.
Socialist denıocracir find,s its sinplest and rocst direct ex-

pTession in ııhat worlters say at uni c-:, rıe etings iır the ıı,a;,- of

proposals, suggestions and criticisnrs, The large number of these

and their seriousness are cvid,ence oi the n:emberst confidcnci in

their-tradcunioncrganisation.E}ectedunionbodiesaircltireir
neiobers heed and- respcct thc opinion of the -*nion ran}i and file,

, Vol. 32, p. L:.9.
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9.

}Iot one question or propo§al c orıi-ng irom a vıoıker ınust be 1eft

unangwered. to be euro, soıne §uggeğtions call for more t}ıan can

be ilone at the 6iven nonent. Hq!ıever t üılon offlcerg must in any

case e:şlaln why a. su6ge8tion is preııa,ture, Attention to thc

worker|s oplnlon is gn lnvlolable rule of our actlvity,

That our tro.de un:Lons contribute act j,vely to the a,dvancement

of socialişt d.erıocracy is j.IlustrateÖ by their role in perfecting

and maintaining soctalist loıu and order, In confoıııity ırith

thelr constitutlona] power§, the unions propose }eglslation,

partlcipate ln the drafttrı5 of 1egal aots and organj,se public

control over the enf,orcement of 1aboıır la,ııs, Ind,e ed, they have

drafted the new ],aborır ğode. After an extengive publlc dişcus_

gion of the draft in which 5.B ııiltton people Jotnad, making over

t47,ooo proposa3.s end crl.tielşııs, tbe Ninth 0FGTU Con6ress o97i)

recornmended this fıuröaııreıt a], ttocuınent to the ?eoplers chamber for

approval. The Labo,ıır 0ode helps bıing nore working people into

the proçesş of pronoting soeialist ileıoocracy and the gocial

security of, tbe tı,orkin6 man.

[he tratle ıuıionş have also contributed their ghsre to the

d.rafting of many other gtanaıard,_gettlng ects on ıııorking aondltıons

antl people rs ovoryday live§.
The soliil laboıır 1egiolatton cnacted in collaborgtlon with

the Cİ.GTU enables the uniong to effectively ınalntain the interests

of tbeir m€mbels pri:ıarily where tbey work. Sociall,sm ha,s given

the 0eıznan trede ıınlonş unprecedented poırers and our fundamcntal

position 1e that ııre nust unfailüıgJ.y 1espect alI ],aı,ıe and lega1

norı!ış. Aftar a]-]., evçry Law i8 en exprerslon of power, ıvhich
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in the socİalist gtst€ be}onge to the people, hence the more

strictly i,re ablde by our Iarıs, the nore v,e help tLıe peopJ-e

exercise thelr poıııer.

The ıınlons and, the otate oooperate Just eE active}y tbrouEh

people's representative botties, 8he CFGTU 1ş entitled to put

up its candidateş f,or election not only to coınmıınal , tllstrict,

city anct area asgemblies but to the Peoplers Ohanber, Its group

in the People's Chatrber vıas fo]§ned 9s f,€ı:r back as 1949, when

ttıe chaınber convoned f or the first tl,me, and, now rarı]<s şeconcl in

nııınericaI §trength aiter the SUPğ 6roup,8 Eh"," aıe 33,396

ileputies anct 13,45O cand,lilate tieputies to people's assemblle§ put

foııvaril by the CFGTU. Y{e iio oıır best to lceep ln contact with

the electorate and work colIeottves through them, explaining the

po}icy of the party, the ştaie and the trade uniono and derivirıg

neıv incenttves to lııprove oıır oııD ıyorlc ani! perfect the ııhole

systeır of soclaliet democracy,

For the grg Goo a 6o od

The conctition of ıvorkers and otheg working people changes

ractically untter goclalism, Once an exlılotted class denied the

right to dispose over the uıeans of 9rotiuction, they becorne ma,s-

ters of the state and owneıg of enterpriseş and natural resouıces,

Their vievı on how to ceek a better l1fe chengeş completely, The

workers thlnk 9rioarily of how beşt to uge soclal property, t}ıa:b

is, their oyrn patrlınoıış, i.n order to aohieve in a given set of

8 The peoplets charnber comprirres nine group ş repr€senting

vaüious parties and r.ıni ons, --Dö,

10.
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1}.

circum§tanceo maximun regults benefiting a1l, Thig is tiıe only

approach if eociallst society is to proşler, and the only basis

on which eygryoner§ ltfe can lnprove, 9he traıle unions of the

GDR have always §ecn one of theJ-ı key tesks in making clear t}ıat

one can only consııne what haş been proöuced. They ito everything

to help increage the prod,uction of ııaterial values,

It is now cleatrer to ue than ever hoT i,nti:ıate}y the pro-

cesses of bul}ğlng up the ecgnonlc potentlal , raişing material

anaı cultural gtandardş of Iife and gaf,eguarğıng peacs are inter-

coanected. Prltt,e of 9laoe İn thts eet belon8s to the problen of

keepj.ng up a hi,gtı and dynaıılc grovrüh rate of the country'g eco-

nomlc po,ıver, Ita solutioır ınurt fol],ow thg ınain line of the

economlc etraiegy Ğefined by the IOt}ı SU?G Aongless: increasing

procİuction lntenslf,lcation; j.ııprovİ.:ıg the ,atio botween the con-

tribution ıoade to the oonııon effoıt and the resultg it produces;

brınging about a şubstanttal uptuıTı 1n the productıvlty, effıciency

and quality of laborır, vuhich nııışt be achleved prlınarily by rapid

scienti.fic an(i technologlcal progrese and conpetent application

of lts diğcoveries. In the procegs, lt ie Eıost lııportant to save

raw and other ınaterialş anii eneiğ]lı rn other word,s, the economy

ınust be econonıical.

1hg].othcFGTuOongresşşaid.expllcİtlythatthetraderınions
of the GDR consltler l,t tholr vital concern to }ıelp iınpleınent the

party' s stra.tegic linc. 'ıı-{e set out to contrİbute our share ,lvith

opt J:ııism and eonfid,ence in our strength, geein5, the decisive

guarantee oi succeş§ in the in<lest:ııctlble writy of the party

and the people, the suştalned crcatlve effort of our people,
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12.

their ınitiatlve, the use of the ocİvanta6eo of socialism and. clo§e

cooperation ırıth the Şoviet Ünıoıı and other fraternal corıntries.

8he trade ıııılon6 nake thelı chief çontrlbution to the ad-

vancenent of the €Coİl@xı İn l1ne with the polıcy adopted by the

party and the state, by organisin5 socla}ist eınulatlon, a rıoverıent

whlch goes on und,er a tried and tested, slogen shovıı:ing everyone

the ajm of his effort and ırays of a.ttaining lt: 'ıAchleve a high

€rowth level of the econorıly by raiıing the productivity, ef-

flciency and quallty of 1aboırr, Eveıathlng for the good of the

people and peace. ıı

the neır demanalg nıade of econonic actJ.vtty inciuoc ug to res-

pect the Lenlnıst prlncİ.ples of şocialtst emıüatİon stil]_ IAore

strictly, to carry it on in'a llvely and concrete maruıer and

without foıımalisn, This presupposeg exacting yet roallstic con-

nitrıents anil provision of the pıeıequisite§ of meettng them,

The latteı d,epencie 1ar6e),y on tbe t anagoment. Comradely coope-

ration between tbe trade union coınnlttee and tbe ıngnagenent--

a cooperation thet doeg not shun aonstructive, buslneşe-like

argııınent§ between the tıpo şidog--ı8 necesgary if the emu}ation

ıooveuıent 1s to be organlaed effecttvcly, anil so are publi.ci-ty

and the possibillty of conıpariug results ond repeating the best

achleveııentcı on a masg scale. ldaterial and mora1 inducements

for wlnnerş ancl the provision o' proper worklng anal living
conditions İor Particlpantg ln t!ıe emula:t 1gn movement mean a

great doatr. 
^l1 

thiş iş necded to achleve bj.g gnd results in
productlon1 it encorırageg innovatlon anal i9 a spuı for effort

to maj.ntain oriler and disci.pline antl for the enforcement of

sefety ru].eş at every ırork ple,Qe.
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\Te ınake e point of eno,ııring that young people use their

energies tn socielist emulatlon. The fo]oatlon of youth teaıns

and the a.s s igıunent of constnıctlon proJectş to these teaııs (the

tlade unions oollaborate with the I'see Ge:ınan Youth T,eague in

this natter) have proveal to be gn exoeptionelly valuable inltia-

tive. They help the yoıııger generation evolve a, creative at-

titude to thelr work, show perg€veııance in labour ancl approach

it with E §ense of rerponsiblllty, a11 of which ls part of com-

mrıntst rıorallty. Based on ıııtual confiöence and the partyı s

ideals, cooperation betıreen ol<t ancl yoıırıg is one of the laşting

traditionsoftheGeıınanrevolut1.onaryworkl.n8-cla,g§aİıdtrade
,.r1l9p 66yE99nt. We rııant every traile union oıganlsation to be a

school of sociall,sm and o oınmunigın for youth, v,ıith its every

menıbetrcontıibutlnghisşharetothecoıoıunlsteducationof
young people.

Socla}lateıoulaİ1.onııa]ıeEltDoşsi.bletofoştertheworking
people'ş economic inltlative and extend tbeir paıticipation ln

economic plaııning ancl maneeenent in an al}_rorınd end effective way.

Consequently, lt helpo carry rols,aıtl socialist ilemocra,cy anii

strengthentheleadl.ngroleof,theworkİngolassinoociety.It
1s a19o an lnportant ııeans of İnculcating e conscientlous at_

titude to labour an<i the property of the people, encouraging

a coınuıltted approach to Itfe and İnduolng read,ineşs to give the

country a}l one'E energies, tha,t İs, doi,n6 what is typlcal of

the new maıı, a nember of şoçl-alist soci.ety.

Dconom,ic iievelopnent in orıtr c ountry 1o inseparab}e fron

fulfilnent of our gocial pro8raInıne. lhls uılty !s a powerfu1

motor of soclal progre§§. lhe worklng people gatİsfy themselves
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by experience that conşcientious tıoık bengfits society as a vılıole

and every one of lts memborş and tha,t econoıılc prog,ess is dia-

1ecticat].y conneoted vrith better working and living conditions

and a rising gt an<lard of 1ife. The greater the achievements of

the economy, the Dore the peoplelğ workin6 and livlng coırditions

improve anii the ıoore thelr rıaterlal gncl gpiritual reqııireuıents

are satisfied. A11 thl§, in tııın, pronpts then to work better

and shoıv ınore inltiatlve. It is not for nothlng that the pro-

portion of in{tİotlve8, ratlonalisa.tion proposa}s anaı discoveries

contributlng to the econonıio strength of our state has been

gr owiııg.

The chief ııeaniııg of, the oocial prograırne of the ADR is to

gıve people gTeater sociaı secıırlty 8nd confiaıence in the futııre.

PeopJ_e are guaranteed__vrith tteettş aniİ not ıyith ıçord.ş a}one__the

right to life, work, eduoa.tlon, particlpation ln the planning

and management of a1l eoclal proces§e§, seot and lelsııre, a,

stable 1ncoıne and ınedieal care. l{otherş and chililren, old and

slck people can ıeşt as§ured tbat they wil} be cared for.

The tra<le unions re6ard fulfl]:nent of the şocial progranme

as one of their d,utl6ş. fhe CFGIU epproaches this task with

a keen senşe of responslbJ.ltty. It 1nfluences the fu}filnıent

of every provioion of the pıogra]ılne, d,oiııg this in strict accoı,-

dance ııyith princi,ple.

Take, İor exanple, the problen of wageş. We consid,er that

the goclalist prlaci.ple of paynent accortling to ,ıpork mugt be

fully respected. leoplers stand.ardl of, livlng should rise pri-
ııarily on the,başig of eaı,ıılnge pıoırided by laboıırı a.ccording

to the contributlon nade to the eif,ort of tlıe whole country.
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Lj.

we be}ieve tbe role of wages as an incentive Ehoulci be increased

if they are,to help us iniluenoe more noticeably qualitative

foctors for econoic grqf,th, protluctivity ancl cliscipline ,

ApplJ.catlon of the princlple of, paJrnent accord,ing to work

for eclucatlonal enal§ is a highly toglcal ınatter but an equally

topical question is how to joln together ınaterial incentives

and moral and i<leological lniluceııente. Yfe lnvarlably adhere to

the principle of golyiııg problens of pay together with the

workers theııselr,es (this rıust be pointcal out specially). Our

approa,ch ls clearı we mugt proceed in a ıtray benefiting society

J-n general and every worker in parti.cular.

The rıılons are proııpted by sj.ınllar congitleretions iıl dis-

trlbuting housing. Hones ağe built on a large scale in the

republic. Froıı 197} to 1980, one 1n every four inhabitants

improved his houslng cond,itionş. Neeallese to say, peopleıs

houslng contiltionş influence nany thlııgs, ıucb as their wor}c,

their d,eşire to acquire tılgher §klUg, their coııııitment i-n pub-

lic }ife and theiİ fani].y relati.ons. Traite rııion housing com-

miesions have a blg oay ln the distribııtlon of houslng. they

ınake reconmendations ı oupervise ad.herence to existing regula.tions

and see to lt that better housiag te assigned prirnaıtly to

ıvorkerş l f aın,i lİes._

Oıır etate does ııııch foı. 1tg citlzensl health, ıvhlch it con-

sid,ere a 6reat aşşet. In this natter, too, the trade unions

are lts forerıost asglstont. tbey dlrect tbe eysten of social
lnsurance, which encompagses 90 per cent of the population.

Uncler people | 8 rule this eysteıı, being carried f oırıııard. accord.ing
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]_o.

to pJ-an, hag become a soclo-political institution through ı"ıirich

t}re workiııg cla.§g social}y insı.ıre s aJ.1 ırorking people and pen-

sioners a§ well aş their f aıı:l1ieE, giving theın confidence iır

the ?uture. The goclalist state guarantees appropriations fo-,

social İnsurance. In the 1971-1982 periocİ they increased froıı
ı

4.6 to ne.rry}l + bil}ton marks and as for sociaJ. insurance

§ervices, their volrııe grew nore than two-fold, Yet the gııoıılt

of ıvorking people|s contributions to the insurance fund is the

same a.ş 30 yearg ago.

the 6T'ğiU iş the c}ıief organlşer of hoJ-id.ay facilities, In

1982 the ıınlons ilistılbuted 4.? rıillion health resort vouchers

among thelr menberş. The nrnber of ünil,y board,ing-houşes and,

Young Pioneersr camps ie grow,ing. 1Y6 ges to it that holidays

and recreation alsp help people extend their horizons and adci to

thei, general cultrıre. 1'he unions oarry on large-scale cultıu,al

education anct do rnıch to promote p}ıyşlcal eult,ııre and, sports,

fhe activltieş of soclallst trade , ı:ntons are vari-eil but

their chlef objeetı cormon to the policy of, the party and the

state, i.s expressed by the foınu].a ı|Everythlng f or the workers ı

gootl|l. Tje strive to brlrıg the poli.cy of the party--the policy

of the working clags_-honıe to everyone, to ensur e that the

ıoajority of our people joln actJ-vely ln iııplenenting it. lhe

CI'GTU assists the party i.n J.ts ldeologleal and politica1 educa-

tion vıork, The ıırıions' entire effort ln the workersl j-nterestş

is, in effect, proof of the correctness of the road chosen by tlrc
party. Neverthelesş, llfe conotantly raiges new, very acute prob-

lems anal rııbat ls nore ı each of theşe problems, however ordinary,

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



has to d.o in one vray or another rlth key problens of hone and

forei€uı policy. Thj-s ııteans that to flnd the rlght solution, uıe

must have 6 D]ıopor tnclgbt 1nto the obJectlve laıvs of §ocia1

tlevelopment and tnto the coııneotlon betıreen the future ancl to-

ilayıo ıequlrements. The traİLe rıni ons ug€ every means at their

disposal to lııpart g gocisll§t world, ]riew to their members and

to encouıa6e them to adopt an actlve attitud,e to 1ife. Ideals

become g notor oi gocial oilvance only wiıen translated into
reality.

tbe çıelfare of peoples anci of every p€rson today d.epends

priııarily on whether hırnanlty will şucceed in preventing a

nuclear dlsaster and preservin6 world 9ea.ce. Thiş is a problem

affectiııg the eıiEtence of the present 6eneratioıı and, indeed,

of future gen€ıations.

9hare are ngw two olear-cut approa,cheş to the issue of ııar
anci peace.

The United State§ and other IIAT0 countrles persist in the

arms ra,ce, blocking in every ıvay talks on the limitation and

bannlııg of, nuclear g],rş and preparing to d.eDloy rıediuın-range

and eruts€ missiles üı Central I\ırope. US imperi.al.isn is
pursulng ğ policy of gharg confrontation with the gocialist
etates; lt İs obcessed by the id.ea of vıor}ö d,omination and. tries
to perfoım s, gend,aşııeı8 rol€ toııardş geoples fighting for 1ibe-
ration enal social pro6}e9s.. lhe current cıigls of capitalist
corıntrlee ls B conşoquenct of the deterioration of economic and

socta} oontıad.lctigns lnherent ln the capitalist sygtera and

expressin5 theınselveı only too clearly in me,şs unemployment, ln-
flatlon end, goverty. Thls.crişig 1s a5gravatin6 the international
cj.*uation, whlch l_s now fraught ıı,it h nucleor !üar.
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]_9.

In contrast with Xııperiallsm, the Soviet Union and othe::

countrieş of the şocialist c o!ıı!ütı-ınity advocate the preserva-licn

of peace, detente, lnternat1.onal, cooperation and disarıoanent

on the princi_ple of e quaI §ecurity. They are 1oya1 to tlre

Bolicy of peaceful coed.ştence with ell countries irrespectivı

of their social and poutica1 systems, The initiatives of the

Soviet Union and lts a].ll,es in favorır of Öisaımament and, the

preservatlon of peace gre conştıııctlve. ihey have novt been

crorırneö vtrlt}ı the DraposaJ- to sign a Treaty on the iı,]utual Non-Use

of L[ilitary J'orce and, on the l,]ia int enano e of Relations of Peace

between the llargaw Treaty and NAt 0 coıınt:ıle s, The proposa1 was

madebytbelea'iİ.ersofthesociali.etcouİrtrieşattherecent
conference of the pol1tıca1 consultative coınmittee in prague.

Thig is the only road, J.eadlng huınanity to the prevention

of a nuclear catastrophe. The traııe uıııons of the socialist

countries are deeply convinceil of, this gnd we hope that, in ac-

cordance ıry-ith the d.emands of reason, trade uıi ong on aI1 conti_

nents will resolutely support the socialist peace strategy by

their actions.
In common ıçlth tbe trade rınions of the soviet union and

other f rateıırıal corırıtrleş, the cFQTu d.oeş its best to contribute

to the prestige oi the World Feileratlon of Trad,e ünions in the

struggle for peace. Last year, on §eptember 1 (date proclaiııed.

?eace Day by the [enth VJorlit Trade ünL on Congress), members of

the CFGTU deçlaşed that they ıvere resolved to fight ıı,ith d.evotion

for the preservoiion and. saf,eguardtng of peace. We seek greater

cooperation in thlş f,teldi aınong all trade unions irrespective of

their ideologi,cal orientatlon or thelr affiliation to this or

that f eileration.
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Şociafisıntodayisthechieffactorf,orl.astinginter-
aatlonal rela.tlonğ, By contrlbuting to j,ts strength, the vrork-

I

ing people of the GDR help coııso}İ,öabPeace, the creative 1abou::

of tııad e rınionişts f,or the 6ood of their soclalist state is, not,ı

a.s in the past, the ııost lınportant contributİon of the CFGfU to

the şolidity of the cl&gs posittons of, socialisıB--the antipode

of the capitalist world__to t}re gtruggle for detente, aga,inst

war and the eıng ra.ce. 3y buildlng up the eoonoııic potential

of the ğDR anö 1ın9roving the ltfe of orır peopl€, ı,ve heighten

the internationa], preetige of tbe republlc and increa,se the

appeal of existing §ocialisn.
fhe trode uniong of the GDR are faced.ı-ith inspiring tasks,

lTe know that they will not be easy to a,ccoınplish, Hol-vever,

the CFGTU teokles theıı ıTith confJ.dence in itş strength and

with revolutionary vigour. The ırelfere of peoplesı tlre vıelfare

of roan, antl peace on earth have a1vıays been, and, rerıain, the

p araınorıııt alıo of orır eff ort ,
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DİY, tg^frfuklk{\ cfs , 7r* /1ı2a
FlR IniITY oF 

^ctlo[f
0-o ectivcs of the Internationa1 frade union

I\(ovenen,t Toda

sendor Gasoar
hesident,

Y{orld Federation of Trade Uni oış

lüever in the ııeaıly foıty-year histoıy oi the World

Feileration of Trade Unions had a ııeeting of ıııorkcr§ b.en looked

forıııaıd to witb such interest. no! had it heal şo çtıİe an İnter-
natlonal ecbo as t}ıe 1oth lYorld trade Unioı Ccngross (Eavane,

Iıebruary 10-16, 1982). rnd it was strnnbolic ttat thiı tiı:c
the revieıv of the largest ınass organi§atlons of the labour

mov€neni took place on the soil of the westen haniophere. s

first socialist countıy, on a conttnent rgltere thı ıorkeş§
of rıeny countlies are carrying on a griıı struggle egıiıst
exp).oitation and agai.nst iııperialisn, whi,cb floutı the ln_

tere§ts of peoples.

lhe Congresş oıyed ii;s significcıce Frlnaıilly to a tense

iıteınatlonal gltua,tion. Delegates' §peeche§ aıd the docuııentg

adopteil by it showed tbet tbe tretle rıJıioı aove!ıeıt reallses
the gravity of the ,ou, 6g,,Eer anil the conconlteıt threat to
the workers r gocio-economic conditioı and thot, oı the otbeş

haıd, there 1g reagbn to hope for the succesg oİ the ftght
ogainst mllitaıl,snı.

4,]ı open and denocrattc clcbate !ıııaiıhcıİ ıeg cıİdeace of

approval of the Pederatlon|s consiıtent policy oi organisjııg
joint actions by trade uılion§ of different orientationsı
l'ilhile tbere are stil]. nany obstacleg to tlıts. dclegates put
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it on record that e. b egiruıing had, been made of real, §olid
unity of ection based on working-class aolidarity, The Havene

Congrass dreıv differing vieırs on J-nportent j-ssues clo§er
together and proved that the Yİ§DU is a ııtghty force in the

ııor].d,ışide moverıent for the interests of the rlorkers and

other enployees, intellectuale, farmers and students.
the Corrgress d,eııonstrai;ed the §ederationıs ebillty to

meet the economic and. politicel cballenge of the eighties.
Ii;s dceisiona gave the trade uııion§ neu, §tTerı€th and. provid.ed

e guide to solving econonic eud soctal problems, They wil1
enable us to curb the d.onination of transnatİonals, those
i-rıternational explolter§ and contribute to soçia]. and econoıoic
pIogless in a wey satisfyirıg the people.s eveıyday needs .to

a gıeater exteııt, end v.ri1l help us put an end to the insanc
anıs race.

Joint actions by the trade union§ a8 a ınilltant contiııgeııt-
of the world labour rnoveııent are the path to folloıv in ııı.der
to elirninate poverty ancl hunger aııong rı"i.llions, deliver the
erPloİted İn capital-İ.st courıtrİes from social iısecurlty and

defend the ıryor].d froın the thıeat of a nuclear ıryar that woulcl
destroy all rıateria1 anil spiritual valuea eıd 1tfe itşe],f
througbout the planet. Hence the fuadanental qonclu§ion of
the coııgress, which decidetl thgt trade unionş eve}JrwheIe must
search in c omııon for soluttons to tbe workers l c onmon problens,

Tbe deJ.egations of the socielist countrles rıere tbe most
consistent in forıııulating the taşts of trade union organisa-
tions, lior wa§ thls surpr"ising, for the unions there have
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...chicıred indisptıtable succes§es ln defendiıg the 1nterests

of the yıork,ing p,-,ople and their farnil j-es, contributing ,bo the

coııstruction of tlrc nevı soclety. organising the rnasses and

edııcating then in e socialist spiritı They heva also donc

rıuciı to prornote irıternationı:I rele,tions on the basis of soli-

tlal.İty. Ali this gives their po§İtioıl ıueigiıt even thoush tho

developnen-b of the countries where they are operatlng is not

exenpt froın probleıls and the unions tlıeıışe}ves vıil1 yet iıave

bo do mııch for effective defence of the working peoplels

int erests.
Dı socialist countries, the goverıııents and the agencies

in charge of the eeonoıny fook on the tı,ade unions priuiar:ilJr

as partners enjoying equa} rightş witlı thenı. Tiıe gtate expcc'ts

,then to sı-ıpport it s initiatives aimed at servirıg ihe gooi. ci

tiıe people al:ld to iıelp ııobilise the vrorkers İo! the ful f ilr,ıe:rt

of plans. And it iıtıst be stressed that the goal of the govı::u-

ııents of these couıtries is to continue perfectlng the ner,ı,

j,-rs t s ocie ty,
fhere is no ignoring, however. that economic difficul,ties

ııs.y arise aırd socio-political stability ,ıay be upset even

under sociaiisıı. Thereı'ore, tlıe interestş of internatioııal
trade uıion unity d enıand an ;nsrıer to the f olloıving qucs'cioıı:

i;'lıe t new feetrıres does the trade unioır rıovement acqıı.ire in
bııildj.iıg socialisn and w}ıat are the conclusionş to be d::aı,nı

fron,ihis?
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i.ı.: s _ıc:.t:._] .:_u ! ı,,cı,_C iıııs t]ıe objective prerequi8ltes of

li:_,t"..ııi:-.ı-lılc irr,; ,:-::ı, c t i oi-r of the stcie and its gitlzens aş two

c c:.ilı o ııeı,rt ı.; oi- tlre §oci..1 system, ?o be sure, those pre-

-,.,lilliii j.+,,.j s co ıot opere'üe aut omı. tica].ly, nor is the lıarrirony

ccLı.iJf ,.]t.j, it'ii.j -ı:iteiı,.; oi the ]-atter depends on thc specific
..,.ji]cots of' iiıe sccial and eccınorıİc developİıenı of the cou]liry

] clla e i'_i,:,d- .

Scciııiis,i 56giı-,,b} is ırot free of ob jectlve ço[trgdictions,
_jr,i ir.:1liii,_,, previous soci:;]- foıınations, sociali§n cgn cope ryith

,-]ı..j,]r: :;oııt:,ı.oictioiı;; and overcoııe objective end şubjeclrivc
r],i,],',' i ; u],_,bre-s .

ı_t j.sş,,ıı -ı.,rı,:r discussion in the iıı.ternational trade uııioıı
]iC V]iji-iclt is tlıat of the chaıacter of re],atİons between the

,r,,c],ı ı-ıiii o.,-ı s ıınci tlre sta..te irı socialist count]:le§. nxlıerience

,r:ıs siıoırrr, }ıoıveıeı, theıt the phenornona which occasionally 5ive
* iı_.u ,l;o cri,;icisr.l aıe not a product of the prlncİple of soli-
rlı..,.,j.-i;y betv,ıeen tlıe trade urıion§ and the state but of nıiştakeş

.in chcosiırg ,.ıays and rneens of achieving it,
ii-ıus ilre point a'c issue is not oılly the prereguİsites of

sı.ciı soliia::r,iy b:ıt the actua]. ways of bıin5tng it aboui.

_!:i_, iırpor,.ırt tiıing is that the trade unions, being well
j.:ııi.] iı,.r, wj.'u]ı ,i;]ıe condition, sentiments and aspiratİons of

ı,-ıcı .ıorkiırg piropl ., slıould. f orırulate as autonorıous organiaa_

; -.oj.rs ',.; iT eil, o,"ın opinion oı1 every specif ic question relatiııg to

_:oc:.|_ı.lis,c consi;ı.,-ic';ioıı, correctly reflect tlıe worki;g peoplcrs

iiı,iıı:ısts, er,ıbc,,dy these iı:.tereşts ln economlc and soci€r1
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progı.aırnefı and eff ective],y def c:ıd theıo at every level of

public 1ife. The purpose of trede uıion progrezoes is to

find şolu,üions to eoonomic and soclal probfens eneblln6 t}ıe

ızorking people to enjoy to a maxinıuıo degree tbe beneiltş of

puttlng state plans into practice.

As regaıds iğdqgFıLE].. çqnltalist oo,ısİ§teş. trade union

ıvorjs there goes on entd insoluble gontrsdictioış betrreen eı-
p1olted, and, exploiiers. At present İt is İnflueıccd by a

critica1 sitı-ratlon iıı tlıe econony. lesidcs. tbe prcısure of

uneınployrıent end tbe rigid stand of tbe enployers conpet trade

uııions norv and then to be careful ln foırrulatlng thelr demgııdş

end choosing action nıethods.

The trade union ıoovement in the cepitalist lyorld ls
under6oing blg chaıEes. It reacts to new developnınts in
the socia1 systeıı (the acceıtuatlou of etate nonopoly forns,

charlges tn the coııposltion of eociety. etc.) by devietng new

ıvorking nıethods io resist tbe ııonopoly offcnıive aıd defend

the lnterests of fabouı more eifectıvely.
lıOıile ciefence of the working people|§ lnterasts centres,

now &g in tiıe pest, on the enterlırises, trade uıion activity
cannoi confine itself to the shop floor1 It 1s nov a questiod

of the ı.inions taking part tn the fornatioı of tbe productive

force§ı which are the basis f,or soçia1 poliey. liıeir first
duty in this respeot ls not nerely to bsck or rıJect gove]:n-

ınent meagures bııi to work out prograınmcs oi thelr oün proı

ceeding from the vıorkerg I j-rıterestg and capable of conpeting

in ıea].lsrı aııd concreteness witb the proposals of goverruıents.
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JhcsocıafIo]-9tlndinf.]uenceoftredeLınicnslıaveılluays
depencleri on tile degree of their ni].itancy, In capitalist

colııtrics rill: eı:ıployers seek an interre],stİon of the strı-rggie

bo,tvecn labotıı: and cğpiia1, on the one hı.lııd, aıld their

coopere,.tion, on tile other, such as !,Ji11 enable ';lıem ',; o iır-

tensify e:q)loitation. The workcrs resist this as t}ıey defend

tlıeir positions. Iıiany of them j(nov, that their ııpar|ic j.pation,l

iıı mancgernent, wlıatever its f orn, carıııot eliıninate the f un-

cı:.,,'.ıcntal ca,,useg of social and ecoıomic 'cension, ııirich affccts

theiı, coırdition. lievertiıe}ess, they do not reject tiıis
,'partioipaiionjt, foı it deteıznines the scope of -brade uırion

struggle arrd crei.-ies greater opportuııities for it,

Pressu.re on tire t:ad.e ıinions in capitalist countries hs,s

increi:sed of iate; it is reııiniscent j,ır ııany lespects of ,tlre

pressu.fe exerteq in cold ı,.ıar yearşr In expressing and defend-

iırg tire in'cerests of the ernployers*vfhe ther private molıopolies

ort.Iıecapi.Laliststete--theautlıoritj.esvranttheunions,üo
,'eizca]] ı,J-J-egi:nce'ı to the bolrrgeois system, A psychoJ_o3ical

\,/er -j_s ,.,,rıfolCin6; agaiırst tiıe left on tiıe prctext of c onb,-,l, i]ig

,.terıorisıı'i. Grcater efforts are made than before -bo dİs-

c,,cdi,i tlre Y{I,TU a.nc1 linit its sphere of inf ]_uence,

1lith an eye to ırnderminirrg tbe prestige of unions iırlıiıh

coı.uırrıist inf ]_iicrrce İs ;onsid.erable, bourgeois propaganda

cı.ırtıes try to c orıpronj_s e conuıunist İdeals and activity. Tirey

rıi sre,pı,c s en,i tire plece aııcl role of the trade union§ ii1 soci,]li j],i;

c c,-ı.n';:,ie s. 'ıYhile ig:ıoring tlıe indispui;a,bie aciıieveneır'is of

tbesccoiııtries,,ı..ı:ygarııbleontheiTr.ealoreıllegedi:ıterııı._]-
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7,

prob]-en§, As f or ııisi;akes ııade in building socialisıı, tiıe y

ı,,ttribute them to ırhat they describe es the " irrernedi.abic

evi].sl| of the socia]- §yştem.

ıl slander carıpaigıı is goin6 on in the capitalisi wori d

il8..inst the Soviet Unİon and other socialişt cou:ıtries es ııc1]_

as agaiııst progressive polltical alignrnents. 3y foınentiııg

anti-Sovietism, defenders of the capitallst order vıant to

pi.ove that soci;.,1isrn iıe.s ,lfaiied,, and that },{aııxlst-].,eııiııist

tiıought has lluıorıı out'| its effegtlveness. y{hat they are

af ter is to divert the ıvorklng people t s atteııtion fron 'uhe

gcnercl crisis of capitallrrm, cause disappolntrıent with so-

cia]_isnı and rob the people§ fıghting against backvrardıress ı:ırc

erploit.ıtion oi tlıe hope they derive f,roıı their faith ir: so-

cialist ideals, It is regrettable -bhİt soııe leaders of tlrc

labour ınoveııent objectively he).p reactionary forces by r-ı:-ıl;in;

i1l-advised statements.

Ie,ckeys of the capitellst systen stint no effoı,t to

lrıder.rıine tiıe trend toı,gards the uııity of thc workiııg peoPie,

ızlıoıı they set on one another to split their trade ı.ınions aırd

cıcoLlıage the forınation of go-called autonoinous unions,

Recc',;ionary internatioııa1 and national trade union ceııtıc s,

primarily the AFL-CIO, are out to bring into being on aiigrı:ıent

opposed tc ';he revo]utionaı-y trade union ıııovemeııt and to li;c
it ior subversion e6ainst sociallst countries and coııırtıicş

f olloı,ıirrg a p::ogressivc patiı.

In ilıe neı.ıly f_:ee couıtries the rvorking c].ass is ı.';i:.
vıeak. In those coıuıirieg thet have chosen e soclaiisi oricı-
tation, tbe trade urıions developiııg there concentrate on eıııi in3

ccoııornie bıı ckıyardi,ıe s s , .solvin6 §ocia1 problerıs and rcsistiı13
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B.

iı.ıperial ist iı:.'uri6ues. As concerns neıv ind.ependent stı,iıs

rer_ıaiııing ıvithin tlre capitalıst systeıııt trad,e uıııong tıırdcr

§ocia] Dcııocra'çic iııfluence have 1ately been winnin5 stı,oırger

posi,bioııs tlıere. ilıis is a result of tbe grorvin6 effort of

pa::ties of thc Socialist Int crtrationel to brin6 tlıe laboıır,

r:ıovcment in tjıe Third lforld under their banrter.

It f ol1oıvs ttıat tlıe trade unioııg are operatln5 iıı a corı-

pticated situe,tion ell over tiıe ıyorld. However, this docs

ıro t prevent thejx iroin realisiıı6 more and ınore t}ıet tircy ı,ıust

ı:c,ü ı,cstrict t}renıselves ,!o probleııs of everyd.ay politics,

The;, ıreecl to thi:ık in teırıs of i}ıe bistorical perspec,ti rc,

e:rtend their activity beyond t}re econoıiy, to a1} othel, pııblic

sphcres, ıeac'; seriously to critlcisms and ııa,rk positive cs-

tiı:ıııtlons of tlıeir wcrk. Tbis is an earnegt of loyally servin;

'ıiıe vıoıkerg t iı,,-teregts.

Thc tred,e _,.nions should, of coulse, not abstract tiıer,ı-

sulves from tire iil'be rnt,ı tİona1 Polıiieal sİtuation irrespcctiv,:

of .ıviıether they c.ı.a operating ıııder sapitalism or socialİslı.

In otirer words, tiley should adjust theiı ,,,esks to the tlctu.a]_

possibilities of eccornplishing theın iır the situation siraping

iı, tire world and İts various regions end countrıes. Evc ıx. ş,;ur,

ilovoveı, snıa1l, tolra::d,s ıneetirıg the working people ı s 1c6i,i;iı,ıa_te

denonds reqırires sustained struggle.
',?e ınus,b ioilcıı wor}d. developments more closel1,. The i::adc

;ırioı rıoveıııent sjı<.ıulti coun,beı eveıy attempt st an oii'ı,nsiyc

agi,.ıııst 1Elioı.rı, irı, s,l;r,eıigtıl eııing its unity nationally aıicj ia-l;e"-

ııationa..lly, s-topping iııterneci_ne İiva1:."İes and organisi:rg j o:l.ıı,i;
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Globe]- p;,ciıl_c:,ıs ı;r,c 'ı: coııiıi5 nore ac,Jte witiı evel,y i:ess j" -;

clı]]- ı Tlrey aff cct .uire ıuho]_: o:i, }rurnanity dİrectly or indirec,;1;;"
',/,: cc.rrıı.ı'c ai'f ord ';o stay inciif f eren,i;, ı+e11 know,ing tiıet iı-
nuı.ıerıbfe pLrop]-e are ]_itcı,a]-1y staıwin5, tr7e register ı,ıi;jr

aıu:i,:ty ,i;he cf.,.ccts oi ıvasteful u§e of natural eılergy resoLlrcgls.,

Tiı.: e:ıvironrnent, vıhiclı is being destroycd, calls f oı help,

Bı_ıt the p-rarooirnt issue is that of l.ıar a,ld peace, Lı t jıc

ellx}y eiglities, the pı,obletrl is lıhether the process of d.Ctentc

iriil coniiııı-ic oı, ıüeii:er the ner,ı round of poliilca1 cı:ıi:,orı-

tatioıı a],]d i-ırns drive begirn by imperialisn wi]"1 cause a

chuin reactioıı irau5lıt rvith uııforeseeable con§eq[ences.

ı'ı11 seırsible pcorr.l e, ı,ılıateı-er their ideology and po}iticı;i

]-ike s or dislilıes, declare for peace and ınutually beneficial-

i:ıtcrnationa]- cooperation. 3y campaigning against the ,,ıar

j.lenace, iiıeJ. ı.r,e o.ef ending tiıeİr inalienab}e right to a lif c

of good hope, u lif c free of poverty and ignoraııce, h,.ıı-rgeı ai:.rl

discase, a ]-if c fit ioı huınn beiıgs. World opinion is in-
cı,.esi]i61;, alaırıed by the d,eterioration of relations betızeeıı

socielist end cepitalist countrie§, irıperialist attenpts to

be.clı up ııe.-,coloniaiis t policics ,ı,ıit}ı gross pressure and t]]e

g:_,oıving tiueat to .ırorld peace.

Ti:e up'cre:rd iı in';eırrationaI tenşions is a direct resul,i c-'

-biıe ::enriıciat:-on of detente by extremist n:onopoly capi-tc.list

iorces in tlrc Uiıited St;tes and other }IA1! couı.rtries, b; a

desire 'i;o cı:tcııd inperialist inJluence ln the woı,ld anc, tea,c;]

t.,.,., ,ııcça]-citr,ent't a ]esscıı, 'i{ashingto-ı|s stulıbo::ıı ııt,';cıp,ls

io 6;ain ııı-i.litar1' superioj:i'üy over thc socialist !,Jorlci| a]:c ılorj],

precıcupi.iııg.
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Lc.

It is an open secret that every neıv rouıd of the arrns race

is imposed on the \Yarsayı Treaty Orgaıisation by 1'TAT0, and yet

ınilitarist quarters blarıe the Saviet Unl on for e ıvorse[ing inter,-

national situation, Advocates of ttCold War IIlı itistort the

peaceful nat,ııre of the foreign policy of the socialist

countrles, vıhi ch aıe prompteii by the peoples' desire to live

in a clirıate of cooperation arıd rnutual ğonfidence,

Member8oftheoldergenerationhavegonethroughtheicy
atınosphere of cold war. They are concerned about the sjııi-

larity of the current policy of bellicose monopoly capitalist

circles to inperiallst poJ-tcy afteı Worltl lTar II,

iiowevor, there ls algo a poırerfu} encoııragi,ag factor at work,

The balance of world forces hao chenged racilcally in f avour

of peace supporters gııd soctal progreşs. Beslilee, millions

upon ınillions of people have satisfie'l thengelveE of tlıe benefit,

of deteııte. It hag given theıı a §ense of teourity aııd, a better

1ife arıit rid theıı of the fear of wgr, To corın,trieş with dlf-

ferent social systems, peaceful ooexiştence ıOogJıs erpdtding

economlc, scientific, tracie arıd,cultural relations arril opening

frontl.ers to tourisn, whlch helpş natlgııg, knoç each other's

lives antt inaluces then to look on nelghboıırs far arıd near with

trust and. gooctwill., Also, the disastrou§ effects of the erms

race anal a. ınilitarisecl econoıny have become more evidento peop',

are more aware tllan, ever of the apocalyptic consequences cf a

nuclear conflict.
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Traiie unions played an i:nport ant part 1n the past in
easing international tenslons. Even before the Helsinkl Con-,

ferenoe, tbey came out at nationaI level egainEt the policy

arıd propagaııila of colcl war anil jolneil in lnltiatives serving

aıetente. Anaı when, et the threshold of the eighties, ln-
perialisıı larınched a new off engive, the tfede unions ı,ı}ri ch in
the cliJoate of d.etente had concentreteal on defending the in-
mectiate interests of 1abour arıd it§ ı:nion rlght§ joined at

once in the ce.npaign agatnst rıilitarisıı. Champi ons of a clurable

§ecurity gystem in Europe are be conıLng Dore vooaI. iVe hear

ever stronger ırarııings to the effect that tbe renunciation

of the policy of detente lnJures the worklng peoplels living
conditions arıd is apt to drag hıımanity into a nuclear holocaust.

To remove the war menace aııd crırb the a:ms race is an

urgent necessity. li{e believe al1 tracle ıııions shou].al realise
thls irrespective of their poltcy line or international afft-
1iation. Theıe is no defencling the ıvorLerş t fiuıdaııent a1 econonic

aııd sociaI rlghts without defeniling peace. Tbe international
tratle uni on movement has no Ioftier task tharı to fruştrat e the

bellicoğe aınbitions of nıonopoly capltal 1n coıunon with ot}ıer

peace forces.
Unquestionably, the stıuggle agalnst ııneınploynent arıd

inf]-ation is arr inportant ııatter for the trad.e ıırıions in
capittİlist countries. Hoflever, the problen of problems for
them, too, is to stop the a]arns rsce. Our path 1ies tbıou5h a

deınilltaJised, economy to extenşion of the workerg ı socj.a]- aırd

econoııılc rig}ıts arıit to a better ııatertal and epi.ritual existence
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for theıı" The t::a.de rrnions }rave real possibilities of _iol lo,,.ıiııı.

this patlı.

Unity of the trade union movernent is a higtorical impera-.

tive tod.ay. Oııl;r by uniting c aıı we bring about an inprovei.lent

in tiıe sociaf and econonic condition of labo,ıır arrd promote

peace. Conversely, ciscord, ıvil1 enable our eneınies to set t]ıc

r/ol]iers on one aırotheu, and red.uce our ııilitancy in battles
ı?,] th onopoly ca.pi tal.

Is it, hovever, possib].e to aehieve the unity o1' diverse,
often so hetero6eneous orgaıisations? §aclly enough, there are

raaıı1,, people even iiı trad.e ıınions ıvho dorıbt this. Besides,
quite a ie,,ıı people out sid.e rrnions offer advice that f orıents

distrust and d.rives labou.ı: unions to confrontation. lTe

certain].y ı,nust not disniss so iııportaırt a natter. tsı-ıt neither
nust rze spealı of only ı,ıhat divides ırs. It is nuch rnoı:e ı_ısefu]-

and promising to ascertain what ıve are agreed on.

First and forenost, vıe mu§t take account of the effects oi
tjıe historic chaırge rıhlclr set in vıith the rise of the iernil;.
of socialj_st couıtries and. the emergence on the rıorld. scene of
d.ozens of couiltries tlıat had lvon freedom from co]-onial depenclenc:

It p.ovided neıı opportunities for joint d,efence of ijre interests
of the vıorking class and other ırorklng people.

At the saııe tı-,ne, l,ıe must not f orget that in recent d ecaces
the trade ıııli on ınovenent has become much more varied. both
int ernationa1l;ı 5116 nati_onaJ-ly. trade rınions today group
peoDl e of the ııost diverse .ıieı,ıs and. convj.ctions. They diff el,
in ıOilitancy and, po}itical orientation aa 1ı/e]l as ızit}ı regard
io the natııre of theiı, relations with peıties.
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ıı-'iı: -io::ogciı; c:ıplai,rs "ılı; tiıe internationıl trarle uıion
movelıeat is ';a-:inS 1]o orGa.ııi sed fonı to<iay a:ıd is, in.Jeed., tuı-.

likel;ı to do sc in t]ıe foı,eseeab]-e future. ]3esides, on joiain5
i.ı political ac';iı.ity, r.ıhich is lnevitable İn present-d.a;,
coeditions, trs.de unions often finci themsel.ıes opposec to oııe
arrotiıer.

fuıd yet, .;.ılıil e contraclictions and. the reşrütant di jl:iicu -
t]es aj:e coıısiderable, ı-ınity of action is possible even no}y.

Its prerequİsities are realisation of the comoruj.ty of 5oals
arisin5 frorı the c onrrı,,ıni t y of interests, tlıe iııcorpo.ation oi
tiıese 5oals iil pro6raınıres and struggle to attain theıı.

O']ıviousl;,, no unity of vieırs can be sought in the icleo1o3, c..
ıi spiıere, f or icteolc53 is pred,e t enıj.ned. by the intere.ction
of philosopiıicai, political , social aır<i other factors, l/hat
predoiniilates in this case is i:robably disuniting and. not rınifyıiı;
factoı-s" Aıd th; s ııeans t}ıa.t it is unad,visable to seeli uili t].-
oı viervs aınon. trad.e r.rnions of diffe,ent trend.s on this or that
socia]- systern. Suclı atteınpts rıere}y naİ--.ow the basis for coooc
r,at i o;ı oir practice]_ issues"

iio,i.ıeveı,, tiıe question arises: i:Iould not trade ruıi orı coopo-,
raiion iıı t}ıat case be reduced. to pointless cleclaraiions
guara,ı:ıteeing no ı.ıntııinıi ty in estiınating the situatıon, no uıııt;;
oJ progrannıne and i1o j oint action? i,ould. lt be anything r,ıore
tiıan a naive ,,visiı?

Cur ansr-rer is: f -t ızould ce:.tainly be sonethiiıg mol.e tl,gıı ıı.,,;is]ı, ıYe are eqiıal_ to bringing aboı.ıt solid erıd lastj_ng uni.L.,
1ı:,oııid.ed it ta]ıes into accoı.ınİ the c orluxuili ty of inte::esis o:-
rıi]',ions of wor]:ers aıi]. tlıei: ever;,,day and lon8-ran.le ııeecls"
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14.

of eoı.ırge, the ıı[l,ty ve €jle chtdploıing!İlıI nöt be ,tgloba1 ,,.

rt will not cover all problcna aüd lü !(ng co§eg, Dot oven most
of then. This kind of cooperatioh ıetıışıtatçt ııelthır a charıge
of vİeü, nor a, renrülclatİon of Prtıçipleı. tınıty ı,g not guf-
render but Jolnt lmpleııentatton of ııhıt ıuılteg or8eıtlg8tion§
of tilfferent oriantationg.

The chaıacter of tho given oocia} syltca aııd, the ,octal
eııd econoıic d.evelopment levelo of the couııtrier lıvolved. have
thelr effeot on the speci.flc goslg enö f,omg of trade union
actlvity. But even şo, the experienceg gained by lndividual
unions nğr8e 1nto a c oıınon pool of exlıerieıce to oıe degree or
aııother, In sp,-te of tbe itlversİ,ty of condİtloıı§.ln İrhich the
ıııions arc op€üEting ğnaı thc itııılııttarlty of their eoncfete
tasks, thera are probl ens rrhlch concoın thııı a].1.

Whg,tever the tlivergenceş rınd coıtrailictiottgı the chief
goa1 of the trade ı!ılong is iıvariable. They nuıt rlef,end, the
lntereEtg of aach' vrorkeı in particular and ıııorkerş. collectlveş
in genaral, Dnplo;ıııent. tİe diıtılbution cysten and incoıe
9o1icy are the ınain spherQs ln ıvhloh r.,Jııon' foı:nıulate specİfic
d,eııaııds iiay efter clay anii .ıeık their tatlafactıon.

Tbe Fourth Europeaıı traile Uni on ğgaference, held, ln Genev6
Iate in Novenber 19B}, nay be, an indlcation of the realistic
characteı of the trad,e uni on novement ıg quegt for new paths aııd,of itg readineşs to engage ln unitıd. actioı. Oı carcfully dls-cuısi.ng problens arislı5 froıı the i_npoct of ııodern techn9]6g;.
on working conditions and eııployııent, the delegates, vıho repre-
§ented organisatıön 8 of ?? coruıtries, reached agreement on
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moasutea that should ına.ke it posşible to uge the positive po-

tential of product1-on rationalisation in the şorkergI i_rr-

toreşts aırd reduce ito negattve aspects to a ııinlnuın. The

confeıence derıanded that governıoentş shoıLlil contrlbute to

inteınational detente arıd pr@ptly ıryork out mcasures for con-

trol].e(i disamaı,ıent.

The conference furthered nutual und,erştEıiiiıı5 enon€ trad.e

uni otr§ of different orientations a!ıd, d.enonstrated their c oıımon

ilesire to so]-ve key probleııs for the workers. good.. the ].ery

fact that lead,ers of natlonal trade unton centres Efftllated
to both the l'IIıfU arıil the Inteıaatlona1 Confecleration of !'ree

1rade Unj. ons attend.eal the conference uras an encorıra€lng sign
of the abj.lity of uıiong to achiove mutual undergtarıding even

agııinst the background, of bitter Dofit:Lcal confıontation.
The 10th }7orld Trade Union Cgngtess urged the l'[i,TU and the

natlonal trade union movements of the şocialj.şt countries as
well eş the Coııııunis t-iaf luenc ect trade union§ of capitalist
oountries to advaııce nevı lnitlativeg in fevour of closeı re-
lations ıvl th trad,e rıırl ons of a social-ttenocratic , christion-
d,emocratlc or other orientatİon §o as to bring about coopera-
tion. A task of paramormt importarıce ig to E§§ertain coıı}ıron

int€regts ınaking it poğsible in spite of itteological, poli.tical ,

persoııal and other consid,eratioııs to ta.ke joint stepo arıd. ad.-

vaııce in oae aııd the saııe directlon, ,uuith overy partieipant
ln cooperEtj.on retaining his id.entity. i'Ie ere convinced the.t
there are anple opportıuıities lor thls kinil of acti.vity.

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



16"

'!hus, a search cou]_d. be ııad.e f or ıOore eff ective ıva.lıg 9f

d_ef eıldlpg trad e u:l r ons . '!te ııle a]ı struggle agaiııst the restrictioıı
of their rig)ıts in d.eveloped capitalist co,ıntries as vıell as

against thei ": perseclrtion iiı d.eveloping coııntries aııd in less
d.eveloped capitalist countries opprossed by dictatorial ıe5i*nes.

This strugg]_e ı,,ıould. benefit from rea}ising the WtrItU proposal

to es';abli sh a coınnon iırternational service supp]-irin€ inforıration
on peroecution for tr:ade ı.ılior1 activity arıd offerin3 relevaır,i;

1ega1 advi ce.

It ıvou}d be rrsefu1 to organise gupport for persecute<l

unions, seeli tlre re}ease of active trado rınionists frorı prisorı
oı, an easing o', tiıeir 1ot as tıe1l as improve tlıe condition of
pri§onersI f aııj.lies in t]re capitalist world. Such nraııif estatioi:ı
of vıorlring-class solidarit;r g6u14 count on the support of a1]_

progressives irrespective of politica1 alJ_egiance, for the1,

l-rouj_ d fit entirely into tlıe f_raroeşork of d.efendiııg denocratic
freed.oıııs end human right s .

There are also ıııany c ornrnon tasiıs in regard. to inprovi
ocouga_tiona]. şaletJ " rt ı:oı.ıld. be a good idea to exclrc_rıge in-
fonıation on safety ]-ays, on rıethods of provicling safety a:rci

on aid irorn thc trarie rınioırs of socia]ist countries to ınineı-s

ald f actory vyorkers tıho }ıad suff erec an accid.ent. tr/e thiıı-]ı i'c
ı,ıould be ad.visable to foı.ııulate genera1 safety s ta_rrd ard s u;ıcl e::

the ae8is of t]ıe Internationa1 Labour organisation o:. at ]-east
to help e.ıo].ve tlreı.ı.
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vast opportunttieş eıiıt for a nore €xtengiı,e co-"lparison

of noteg oİı }E}9gğJ9J.ı+9İj4!. It ııoıüö help inprove the

princlpleı of regulatiı6 ırorktı5 conditlous in capitalist arıd

gocİalİşt oountrİgt .ııı". Aıı9ııg otheı t}ıings, it would be

ıııorth rvhi].e to eıaıine fıcto retıtİıg to the right to strike

existing in the capttali,ıt srorlil aııd to 1ts ectua] exercise,

This could help, ln Partİcula.rı di,gıpate fairly l,ıi-d,espread

111u9long. It ıvould alco be ugeful bgcause the trade unions

of §çııe soctaltşt coııntrieg have yet to take an explicit starıcl

on the problen of ştrikes.
It to very inportaııt to eıteııit cooDeration !',itb various

traalc unions of a noıı-tJa.Elşt orlentatloıı to gııti-war actlo4E,

We heve gald thot thi, ig e lletö ln T,hlch joint actiong cen be

taken on practical lrouorr riltb eech participant retaining ito

or6aııtıatigıa1 İEiıepondeıce aııtı İt, vieY,s,

Thevttalünportaııceoftbestnıg6leagainstthewarmenace
calls f,or cooperetlgrı orı 8 broador başiş and a higher level,

Hovıever, lt i, eo§gnttral 1n eacb partlcular case to take Bccount

of reatttles Eııö Dossibi],ltles gııd have a claar idea of their

Iirılts. Coutact! are useful in theıışelve§, since they open up

c}ıaıınels for briıgiıg vleçı?otıtg cloger together,

Thefe is a.lşo gcope for Jolnt ectioıı on env ir orın_ent a]-

orotectloıı. Efiort on thi9 bagig, eopecially 1n iniustrial
atreas, whero pollution İş wotrıt, coulil provİğ6 a r J_ a.tf oırıı foı

fuıther ectl@ı of vsıiotıs kinda.

Everyolı9!ııopşthata1].1atoıııatloııaltradeuııioncentres
and certain natisa1 centıea coıtıibute to the orAani§at ion of

tİağe union vgment ı iıı dovelo ıııİ countries. They waııt t o
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1B.

acquaint t}rese ;,roveroents vrith their o,.,m programnes a,ld acti-
zıties and to ı.ıin tlreıı over. In view of tlıe daıge:: of settin.-

tlıe ,ıarious contiııgeııts of tjıe relatively siıal1 aııd rvealı ı,ıo::lciıı5

class of these countries a§ainst each other, trade union oentre.:

aff i]_iateci to tire 'üiaTU and the nationa]- centres as§ociated
,ıltiı it should promote unity of trade unj_ on actlon in neı-*l;ı

free corıııtı,ies and. forrı unj.ted. trade unionğ if possible.
ilateria]" aid to children aııal the starvinE population iıl

r].evel o l c ount ies offers aıı extensive field. for action,
international aıld nationa"l charity orgaııisations ı religious
groups and soııe goverrıııents render such atd. alread.y. It is no,ı.ı

the turn of ııorkers' organisations. By eınplıasising }ııınani si
pri;rciples, we cou"| d vıin massive support for this cause arrd.

d.rav trad.e unionş closer togetheı on this basis.
It ..,;ould. be advisable to intensify exchaırges of inforrıation

o:ı the activity of trad.e uni ons affiliated to the YIFtU and or-
ganise the acquisiti on of such lnfoımation frorı unions beloııg-
ing to ot}ıe:: centres. The nedia and lecture t oui,s c oı.ılr] be ve::;-

iıelpfu1.
\7e should geneı,alise t]:ıe experience of trade unions , analiıs e

the ,iıvorkers' gains and d.ray }essonş from tlreİr etruggles. Also,
ıve should. ıvorlı out principles and. nıethod.s of international trad.e

union iliploııacy. The need. has arisen to carry out scientific
arıd po}itical research in our §phere. The WtrTU is ııı1l1iııg to
make its research faci]-itles available for all these prırposes.

rn d.eveloped capitalist countries aırd. aieve].oping cotuıtries
as ııeIl as, ind.irectly, in socialişt couiltries , vre c oıne up
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s.gainst the problen of c ount eIact i traı sn tiona}ş, It j-s

beconing necessary to jointly arralyse the effects of tiıeir
grorıing strength on the ızorlıing people. The results of sucir

an analysis ııou]_d rıake it possible to evolve a dl,rra;ıi c p]]ograr]üI3

of ciefend.ing the interests of ]_abour agğingt the offensive of

iııterırati onal capital .

.:Jffort to bring about unity of action and cooperatioır o.ıı

a ıvide range of issues is the 'ıaaiıı 1ine ln the r-ııor}ı of \[!TU

ııe;ırbeı, uılions. Iiı defining our positlon, Tre are prgııpted by

a desire to steadfastly defend the interosts of the ıtor!ıing

people of a1_ 1 couı,ıtries. The labour ınoveııent c aıınot sta)ı

ııithin nati.ona]- boundaries. It i9 lntenıationaI by nature eııd

shou}d. concoı:n itself çı:L th the probleıOs of vıor}ters a1l over tire

ııo::ld. Thls is one of tho important lesgons of histori,.
International ıvorking_c}ass solid.artty İs one of o]_u, rıo§t

valuable trad.it j_ oı-ıs. The Havana ?rade Union Çongreşş, f or itg
part, }aıııched an appeal to establish extensive re].atlorıs ııj_th

labour organisations of the lıJor],d. There are increasin3 op-

poıtrınities for t-ıis end. r aff conviıced. tbat joiııt action i,s

destined. to becoııe a d,ecj.şive factoı, İn the d.eve]-opment of tiıe
trade union movenent

Labouf leaders shou].d not quarrel ar ong therıselves, for.

this injures t}re interes-bs of labour. Let therı corırpete in ef-
ficiency aıld stop igıoring one another.

Only b;, builcling up tlıeir unity can the tracle ruıions of t]ıe
,;ıor}d neet the clıa]_]_enge of tlre eightles, overcoıne eventı-ıal

d.an6ers aJrd use fa.voı-rable conditionş. 3eing ttıe old.est and nost
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nuııerou§ orgarrisations of the working peoplö and having gained,

vast experience in struggle, they strİve to express sİrd defenc

theır interests. fbe trade unloas ıvi1l be equal to tlıe exigen*

cies of life provided they use speclflc formg of, struggle aııd,

combine loyalty to principle ııv,ith tacticol flexlbility ancl re-

solute actİon w-ith reasonable ccmprolse.

I neeal hardly say that ıjve a,re not trying to lrıpose our

vievıs on anyone arıd that thls iş not w}ıy ııe seek joint act1-on

on a 1arger scale. The probleııs engenderecl by our epoc}r cannot

be solve<l ıınless the trade unj.onş draf, cloger together and

cooperate internationally. There is no orgaılsation now ıviıj- ch

couldcopevıiththeseincreesİrıglyconpll'cated.problaüısbyit_
self. A11 tirat trade unions of d.ifferent orientationş }ıave

ilone togethor in the past ttecade sholvs that the comnon goals

arrd tasks uniting us outıvelgh and are more inportarıt tharı the

disputed. lsşues dividiıg us.TÜ
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THE TRAD.]] UNION MOVEMENT AFTDR THE WORLD CO}TGRESS

Ibrahim zakaria
General Secretary, Yiorld. Federation of Trad.e Unions

First, it was the most representative worlcl trade unj.on
gathering held so far, with the participation of 1,014 delegates
tıoa 432 national , regional_ and international organisations rep-
resenting an organised trade union membership of 296 million
workers froırı a11 continents.

Second, it was a congreas of world trade union dialogue
brin€ing together a broad. cross-section of trends in the inter-
nat iona1 trad.e rınion ınovernent --4 5 2 part i c ipant s;[trom'ılıFTU-af f i -
liated organisations and 562 participants from tracie unions
belonging to other j.nternationa1 associations and from autono-
mous unions.

Third., tlespite dlfferences in politica1 and ideologica1
orientation anci the fact that the YJFTU whi_ ch sponsored the
congregs tiid not have a majority of clelegates, the congress
reached unenimoug conclusions. rt approved a11 ınajor d.ocuınents
reflecting the conmon approach ıf al1 trad.e uıions to the
principal probleıııs now facing workers in different countries.

The congre§s thus demonstrated. the possj_bility of uniting
the forces of the working class and a1l workers and of mobills-
ing world. public opinion j_n favour of the id.eas of peace and

international cooperation, in. favour of the ,inew thinkingii anal

normg of internationaI behaviour so essential in this nuclear

1AoJ-ı. ,rİ-

The working class moverıent in varj.oug countries is now de-

veloping unaler the §trong inpact of the results achieved at the

Eleventh World Tracie Union Congre§s helal in Berlin (GDR), troın

September 16 to 22, a congress which was unique in many respeots.
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age, bringing workerıı to act in defence of their interests, for
dernocracy and so c j.al juğtice.

0f great significance vıas the coınposltion of nationa1 trade
union delegations. Despite political and ittenlogica1 differences
and even rivalries at the national 1eve1 , vj.rtually a1I national
trade union organi-sations from a 1arge number of coı..ııtrles were
eager to participate in the congress. This showed that they were
all extrernely concerned over the worsenin8 international situa-
tion, the war danger, the economic and soci.al consequenceg of
the arms raoe and the severe lmpact of the world capitalist
crigis, a11 of whj.ch demand.ed global joint action on the part
of the workers and trade unions.

our forum was convened at an extremely tense and difficult
juncture which can even be described as decj-sive. on the one
haıd, revolutj.onary gains and progressive transformations have
broadened and the peopJ-es that have freed themse]-ves fron colo-
nia1 and. imperiarist domination have consoliclated their national
independence. on the other hand, the reactionary imperi-alist
forces that refuse to accept progressive change on the world.
scene and. oppose the overal1 trend of iniİependence and socia]_
progress b ecorne increasingly active.

The internationaI econonıic situation is deterioratin8. The
nıonetary antı financial policies and the protectıonist rnoves of
the ind.ustria]-i s eit capitalist powers are actuafly threateni-ng
the developing countries with catastrophe. The ı.ınpreced.ent ed ln-
CT€ase of the Third !9orldls external debt, high interest rates
and other hardships irnposed by the Int ernational Monetary Fund
and otber financia1 agencies of big capital have compowrded the

:
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lnstability to a considerable degree. The developing countri.es
are increasingly plagued by ıınernpIo yınent , rınd.eremployment , infla-
tion, the exoclus of the populati.on from rural areag, lack of
housing, transport and education opportunities, food shortages
and hrınger. Alaıın has been recently growing over the falJ-ing
1iving stanalard.s of workers in industrialised capitalist count-
ries--another direct consequence of the crisis that is sbarpen-
ing. M6re people in more countries are forced to live below the

'lpoverty 1ine'. .

Supported by bourgeois governnents, capital has leırnched an

offensive agalnst the livin8 standard.s and ri8hts of workers--an
onsl-aught unprecedented since the end of World. lllar rI. Not only
collective bargaining and social security systems but also the
very future of trad.e unions are being threatened. Tlre offensive
is aimed at d.epriving the working class of the gains it has won

over long decades of struggle, at rever§ing sooial developrnent.
V/ith ınlllions of people suffering from huıger, econoınic

underd,evelo pment and poverty, the ruling imperialist quarters
are expanding the aıms race. supported by the inilitarist forces
of other NATO countries, the policy of the US administration
kindles and stokes hotbeds of tensions and encourages aggressive
moves by the zlonists in the Midd.le East and racists in souttı
Africa. Washington supports dictatorships and reactionary re-
gines in Ietin Ameri.ca, Africa and A§ia and escalates interna-
tionel tensions and the threat of global nuclear catastrophe.The
ctirept connection between the one trill ion-do 1]-ar <iebt of the
Third World and the more than one trj.llion-dollar US military
expend.iture over the past five yeaı€ is obvious. The losses
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in the j.ncomes of workers in capitali§t countri.es due to the
tiecrease of rea1 wages and salaries are also in the ıtrillions.
A11 thege §urns are channelled. into the arms race and end. up as
proflts of the ınıilitary-industrial-financial complex.

The coınplicated developnıent of the econoınic, social and
political situation ca]-1s for effective inf]-uence and action an
the part of the trade union movement and for concerted trade
rınion lead.ership of the workersl struggle to unhold their vita]-
interests. The congress has outlined. three major aspects on
which the irrternetional trade union movement is to focus its
efforts in ırd,er to prevent nankind frorn either sliding dange-
rously iowards d.estruction İn a new worltİ war or slovıly expİr-
ing in the grip of the eoonomic, environınental and food crisis.

First, more vigorous and broad.er trade ırnion parıtic ati on

in the st 1e aEainst the war dang er ^ endIor an /to the arms

race, for chaİlne.l'li n8 these resources into socio- econorni.c develop-
ment, for digarınament and. for peaceful ooexistenae of countries
with different social systems.

Second, an int ensifi ed and more widesp read strueE 1e to
defend the vita1 interest s and dernands of workers ,against un-
eııployment, huıger and poverty, and for large-scale socİo-econo-
mic and. d.eınocratic trangfoıınations that would overcome the capi{.
talist crisis and its consequences, but not at the expense of
workers.

Tinally,
cll.re res pec t and consolidat i:n of trade ı.ıni_on ri ehts and

an int enşified. and more wide spread strugale to se-

domg, to thwart the offensive of
na§gegt social gains and again§t

big capital against the
the trade unj"ons.

free-
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A cornparison of the situation after the Eleventh Congress
with what prevailed on the world scene a mere five years ago

shows how at the present time, the trade uıions have become ever
rnore d.eeply involved in the stru5gle for peace and against the
economıc and sociaI consequences of the arns rac=. The direct
1inkage between the struggle for peace and d.isa,rnament and the
struggle f or econornic and social d.ernancls of workers, the li.nkage
that vıas discussed at the congreg§, has now been proved. to the
hilt- the trade unions cannot remain passive in such g situation.

The congness .ınanimously cau-ıe to t}ıe conclusion, as stated in
the ilain Docuı;aent, that 'ithe burd,ens imposed by the arrns race
have how becorne so colossal , the dangers so serious that workers,
trade ıınions and peace-]_oving forces have to consid,erably inten-
sify their action and ııni t e thej-r forces. There can be no winners
j.n a nuclear war. There can be no wirıriers in an arms lace. There-
fore, the guarantee of security becomes a political task.. The
urgent itern on the agenda is: the estab].ishment of a comprehen-
sive system of international security covering the ınilitary,
politica1 , economic and hrıİnaJrİtarian aspects. The trade unlons
and. other ınass democratic rnovements have an important role to
play in the world-wlde mobilisation to fulfi1 this task.',

Numerous studies, j.ncluding those publlshect by trade unioıl§,
demonstrate the falJ-acy of the claims nad.e by the advocates of
the military-indus tria1 complex to the effect that an end to the
arns race would result in uıemployment and lower living standards
for workers. On the contrary, the conversion of the aınrs industry
to civilian production ıil1 iırcrease ernployrnent; a11 nationa1
economies,ril1 benefit greatl-y as a resu]t. Peace anc-L detente
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Iyi11 encourage economic cooperation and trad.e between capitalist
and socialist coııntries, and this will create nevı jobs and ac-
celerate economic growth. A c]_imate of cooperation wou]_d contri-
bute to the establishment of a new internationa]_ economic order.
An end to the arms race and the attainment of disarnanıent would.

release huge fuırds that can bssist directly in tLıe solution of
major social problems. A ten per oent red.uction in ıııııı s spending

--a d emaıd. .supported by the entire world trad.e union moveııent--
could finance a decade-}ong pro5ramme of development v,ıhich would
benefit roillions of people deprived. of e]ementary neans of
1ivelihood.

The Main Document unanirnously adopted. by the congress parti-
cipants offers a broad platfornı for stepping up world-wide
trade uıion involvenent in the struggle for the right to 1ife,
the foreınost human right. By taking concerted and vj-gorous
action, workers anci the r trad.e unions can aveı,t the threat of
a new and totally d.estructive war; they can also curb and reverse
the arms race. The forld lederation ıf Trade Unions is read.y to
take such action together with a1l trade unions, whatever their
orientation or international affiliation.

Intensification of the struggle for peace inıplies a ,bıcoaden-

ing, not a ıontraction, of the trade rınion struggle for the
worker§' socio-economic rights--the rights to emp1oJıııent, medical
care, §ocial security, education and housing. rt is becorning in-
ereasingly clear not only to traile union lead.ers but also to the
masses that an end to the militarisation of the economy is inter-
conneoted dialectically with the workersı improved socio-econorıic
poslülön . and wj-th the preservation and expansion of trade .ıni on

and dernocratic gains.
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7.

rt is worth repeating that the large-scale and concerted
offensive of big capitaI against the vita1 interesü§ of workers
is a salient feature of the present situation. The empJ-oyers
are trying to use the ad.vances of the scientific and tecb_rrolo-
gical revolution and new technologies and the consequent struc-
tural changes within the working c]-ass to introduc,, discrimina-
tory practices of employment and to cut wages and salaries. The
norms estab]_ished. over Iong years of coflective bargaining aıe
being changed or coınpletely abolj_shed. l{e are wj.tnessing an
undisguised drive to transform col1ective bargaining into .Icon-

cession bargainj-ng''. Resorting to blacknıaj-1 and pressure, the
monopolies deraand that workers accept cutbacks İn social §ervi-
ce§, wage§ and salaries ancl wai-re employment safeguards.

The governments of capitalist countries are yielding in-
creasingly to monopoly pressure and dismantling the existing
meciıanism of government rıanagernent, regulation and contro1 of
the economy. This policy, advertised as ,'econonıic 1iberalism.,,
implies ''deıegulation'l and ;lcienationali sation '' designed to grant
oapital fu)_1 power and coırıplete freed.orn of action necessary for
securing rıaximum profits, rn fact, ,idenat iona]isation,, means
the transfer ,.,f al1 highly profitabJ-e inclustries from the pub]-ic
sector into the hands cf the industrıalists and bankers and the
retention in this sector-of the ind,ustries pJ-agued. by crisis
that often results frorn the blatant plunder of the national
reğouree§ by the monopoli es.

llDenationeli sation't and ''privatisation l' are widespread in
the OECD (Organisation for Economic Cocperation and Development )
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8.

countries and in soııe d.eveloplng nations. The International
Monetary Fund rnakes the granting of loans to Third World couıt-
ries conditiona1 on the introcluction of these neasures. Today,
big capital routinely pillages national regoureeg, public pro-
perty aıd furıd s from the national budget. Goverrınent policy is
turning increasingly into an anti-popular policy servi.ng the
interests of the ınonopolies. Degradati"on and. corruption are
beconıing typical of the systern itself , and it ]:.s no accident
that we have recently witnessed, nurnerous scandals over the way

big corporations openJ-y bribe and buy 1eaders of ruling politica1
parties.

The massive economic onslaught is accompanied by an icleo1o-
gica1 offensive: it is claiüıed that only the private capitalist
sector can effectj"vely organise production and that, with a

scientific and technologica1 revolution underıvay, it is suffi-
ciently flexible and prornpt to be successful in rnanaging the
e c onomy. TÜ
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7_
f .!'or many years now, the Centre on Transnational Corporations

of the I]N Social and Economic Council has been vainly .brying to
draw up an international code of c onduct that would r.cgulate
and 1imit TNC activities. Supranationa1 ınonopoly capita1 is
openly bringtng pressure to bear on the governrnen.i; ı, of those
countries where it operates, opposing any attempt .,'o adopt such
norıns. Moreoveı, the TNCs assert that only they can ensure the
transfer of high technology and. that they are an ind.ispensable
elernent ot the world ec onorny ı

A11 this sets new and complex tasks before trade unions
at different levels, before the entlre international .trade
union ınovement. Ftrst, one ınust eınphasise that the pr.obleıns

raised by the sci.entific and technological revo]-ution highlight
the lr::econcllable contrad.iction between the rapid d.evelopment

of the productlve forces and their public essence on the one

hand. and the p::ivate rnode of appropriation on the other: these
truly immense productive forces are owned by a tiny minority,
by a hand.ful of monopolists. §econd, it is perf ectl-y ob.ı,ious

that in its efforts to introd.uce techno)-ogies of the twenty-

-first century, big capital rnakes use of ninet e enth-c entury
economtc theories and productton re}ations--that is, theories
and practices vıhlch ınake capitalism i|totally unacceptebleli,
as some prefer to put it.

Jutiging by the so,ciaI content of economic policy, the
İntrod.uction of new tecbnologies in condİtions of obsolete
relations of production rnerely pushes the world. backward.
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The worsening crisis of capitalisrn is adversely affecting
all workers and al1 peoples. To a certain extent, i,b effects
the socialist countries too. Maintaining trade and. othcr
econornic relations with the capitalist world., the gocialist
nattons are forced to pay much more for the good.s and raw

materia]-s they import. However, public property in the means

of production and. the d.ernocratic nature of planning and. mana_

gement in these countries have prevented the ernergence of
the i]_ls that have become endemic under capitalism. There is

.no poverty1 no attacks on the social gains of vıorkers, no cut-
backs in governınent allocations on education and health care,
no soup kitchen lines that can now be geen in New Yorli, Chi-
cago or lıonclon. In the socialist countries, the ruling parties
are working to drastlcally accelerate socio-economic develop_

ınent, to proınote prosperity and to raise the cultura]- leve1

of their peoples, wlth the full involvement of the trade unions.

The technological ad,vances already ınade and about to be

ınade in infoımatics, communicatlons, autornation and biotechno-

logy not only open an opportunity to increase material produc_

tion but also affect economic activity as a whole and all
aspects of the socia1 fabric. Tremendous changes are und.erıvay

in the structure of the labour force, in the content of ııvork,

in lifestyles, sociaI behaviour and intellectual development.

The application of advances in science and technolo5y provid.es

the necessary ıneans for ıneeti.ng the needs of workers, reducing
social injustice, overcoming bacl«ııaıdness and eliminating hun_

6er, illiteracy aaai underemployment. However, new technologtes

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



11.

can either help to intensify capttallst exploitaiion or
assist in proınoting general rvelfare. They can either contribute
to social progress ln the interests of ıvorkers oT encourage

the greed ,of the transnationa]-s who strive to maximise their
profits. They can either pave the way for economic develop-
ınent that will bring about a better order or aggravate the

existing d.i§ord.er. A1I this will depend on the outcome of the

social struggle.
The industrial application of advances in science and

technology, the c].oser interdependence within the world economy,

the activities of the TNCs, the concerted anti_labour policy
of the TNC home countries and the deınand.s of sol1darity g!],
for better_coordinated trade union action in defence of the
workers| cause. It is becoming clearer with each pessing day

that no organisation can cope alone with the p!ıob].ems arising
in this connection. It is time to act resolutely to step up

international trad.e union cooperation and coordinetion, to
pronote joint action on important socio-economic issues.
Social progress ts unthinkable ıvithout deınocratic interventi.on
by workers and vrhole peopJ_es; the:ıef ore, the trad.e unions are
to use their strength in favour of a democratic orientation
in economic ııranagenent.

NaturalJ-y, dlfferent priorities of the trade union s trrıg-
gle may exist in different countries, but for aj-l the diffe-
rences, it must be aimed at end.ing the bourgeois governments,

policv of overcoming the crisis at the expense of the workers.
Trade unions believe it imperative to enhance the purchasing

TÜ
ST

AV
 

TÜ
RK

İY
E 

SO
SY

AL
 T

AR
İH

 A
RA

ŞT
IR

M
A 

VA
K

FI



aa

power of wa8es, sa}arİes, assistance peynents and. pensionŞ,
to control prices, reduce inflation, improve the workersı
socia1 protection, speciftcally, to end the discriminatory
remuneration of lvomen, young people and ınigrant worilers and to
provide for the unemployed. and their families. Trade unions of
d.ifferent orientation have broadly backetl the d.ernand for
tax, democratic and agrarian reforms that would. ensure gTeater
social justice. Since the congress, there has a].so been a

rise in the struggle for shorter working hours withou.b reduc-
tion in earnings, for longer paid. holidays, for a lower pen-
sion age and bigger pensions.

Here one can repeat that the crisis of the capitalist
systeın and the exacerbation of this crisis affect the deve-

loping countries particularly painfully. This makes it more

topical than ever to secure the establishrnent of a new inter-
nationa1 economic ord.er and of feir and equttable economic
relations thet rıould stimulate the advancement of all eount-
ries, above all, of the d.eveloping nations. Workers and their
trade unions have a vite1 stake in immediately ending the
steady deterioration of the situation in the Third 1üorld anit
in completely removing the causes of underd.eve lopme nt. Prior-
ity steps in this dtrectton includ.e the eliınination of the
foreign debt. The foremost objective is to secuTe a suspension
and inilefinite deferment of principal and interest payments.

Since the eınergence of the trade union rnovernent, dlffer-
ent concepts have been put forward regarding the possibility
and. scope of its involvement in politics. Initialty, there were
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dispute§ over whether trade unlons should. pıırsue political
objectives, play a politica). role and share, in this foıın or
another, in the exercl-se of political power, or lirnit their
activitles onJ_y to issues such as eııployment safeguards,
wages and salaries, and. workİ-ng conditİons. Diff eren-t views on
the scope and, foııns of trade union influence on polltıcs per-
sist to this day. Some want merely to lıcorrecttı the capi.bal_ist
socia]. system lnstead of replacing it; others hold that it is
not enough to reforrn capitalist structures because they a:ne now
completely outdated.

The Eleventh ıiıorld. Trade Union Congress, attended by repre_
§entatives of these trends from countries ıvtth different so-
cial systerns, has demonstrated that the positions of trad.e
unions are evo]-ving tn different ways. However, instead of de-
bating whether thts or that concept is right or wıol8ı it is im-
portant to emphasise joint action and a suınmi ng up of the ex-
perience attained. by workers in the struggle for peaceı Prog-
ress and. sociaI justice. This pooling of efforts is particular-
i-y topical now that we aIe faclng the threat of a new, totally
destructive ıgar and a policy of soclal revanche essentially
aimed against a11 trade union concepts and vievıs. As partici_
pants in the ınovement, nıe can afford the luxury of holdıng dif-
feıent views on some subjects. But as §oon as the veıy survival
of trade unions and the freed.om to d.ischarge our d.uties are
called into question, aIl these d.ifferences must be relegated.
to the background. History wilI ind.ict us if we act to appease
ou]ı opponents, if we fatl to rally together, strengthen our
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unity and. create a powerfuı international front to repel the
int ernat iona)_ly concerted offensive of capital.

The proposals drawn up at the World Congress concerning
the action to be taken by trade unions at the UN and ILO Ievel
and. the range of our demand.s to governrnents and. eınp}oyers will
no doubt assl-st in further invigorating the working class rnove-

ınent. In ord.er to coordinate trade union action at the national,
regionaI and international level, the congress had. proposed

the establishment of an Internationa1 centre for the De fenc e

of Trade Union Ri ts.
The congress has c onftrrned. that ouI movernent is aıı

important social factor that ınust be taken into account in
d.eallng with conternporary socia1 deveJ.opment in the interest
of the rıorldıs peoples. However, unity must be atteined. at
aIl levels if the activi.ty of trade unions is to be enhanced
in the struggle for politicaI, economic and social rights of
workers, against repression, for nat j.onal soveıeignty, peace

and social pTogress. Conditions for such unity d.o exist.
Specifically, the positions on peace and dtsarmament worked
out at the last congress of the International confeiieration of
Free Tıad.e Unions (IclTU) held ln oslo, at the Baden congress
of the Wor].d Confeileration of Labour (wCİ) and at the Milan
congress of the European Trade Union Confederation (İTUC), as
well as the views of other regional gnd autononous organisa_
tions are sfunllar to if not id.entical ııith the position of the
V,lI'Tu. Attitud.es to severa1 socio-economic and lega1 probl-ems

of concern to masses of union members are also sirnilar and. often
ld entica1.
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The congress partlcipants cal].ed on the worlcers and trade
unions of aIl countrles to flnd ways of fuı.ther strengthenıng
jOint act0-on and atteİning trade union unity at tho ııational,
regionaI and. internationaI level. They urged the 

'TFT,, 
the

ICFTU, the WCtr and other international and regional organisa-
tions to work together on the many c oınmon issues of importance
to workers. The conviction ıças expressed that this ıvorld-wide
trade union cooperation could. develop fruitfu}ly, particularly
in the followtng areas:

- prevention of nucleaT war, cornplete elimination of
nuc].ear and other weapons of mass destruction, prohibition of
ıni ].ltarisat t on of outer space, cuts in ınilitary spend.ing, con-version of the aıms ind.ustry to the production of socially
useful goods, and other measures in the f telcl of disarrnament;

- political settlement of all international disputes,
renunciatlon of the threat or use of force, elimination of
hotbeds of tensions and war;

- elaboration of a job creatlon programme ainıed at ensuringfuIl employment;

- aPPlication of advances in science and technology for
huma n progress instead of for war and d.estruction;

- economic security and soclal advancernent for all count-ries and the establişhment of a new international economic
or<ler ;

- defence and extension of trade union rights;
- effective coord.ination of internationa1 solidarity ac-

ç:- tions agsinst racısm and apertheid, against violations ofdeınocratlc 1ibertİes and hr.ıİna n rlghts, against colonialism andfor national lnd.epend.ence ;

- labouı protection, environmental protection and the eıa-boration of international labour .safety standards concernin8
the manufacture of new products and the use of new processes
hazard ous to hee lth.
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Unfortunately, the three biggest tnternational -brade

unlon organisations have so far been unable to d.iscuss, at the
negotiating table, how best to poo1 their efforts and. ral.ly
the more than 5OO ınillion organised. workers to joint action.
The blame for the fact that such negotiations have not mater_
ialised. i§ borne by those quarters in the trade union movement

that still cling to the positions they took in the grirn years
of the Cold Waı. For examp)-e, in May ]_9B5 Presiitent Lane

Kirkland of the AFIrCIO sent a circular to the affiliated
unions conf irmi.ng the 3'l-year-old. ban on contgcts wiih the

WFTU and with the trad.e unlons of the socialist countries.
The AFIrCIO continues to supply the US State Department with
ılreasonsıl for denying visas to tracle unionists frorn the social-
ist nations.

As we stated at the congress, on the international bargaln-

ing table for the world,'s trad.e unions to take up are issues
which affect the future of the wor].d anil the future of humanity.

These issues include the crucial question of how to prevent

the iınmense wastage and misappropriat ion of resor:.rces which

the arrns race plund.ers frorn the workers. It has become the

task of the world trade union rnovement to mobilise the rnasses

to win back these resoıırces and return them to those who

ıvere deprived. of them as wel1 as to ensure their rationaI use

in creating jobs and building a better Iife for a11. In order

to accomplish this task, we have to overcome a1I the obstacles

rıhich obstruct the unity of the vıorld trad.e union rnoveınent.
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The congress in its appeal has put forrraıd a realistic
platform for lnternational trade union cooperation to be

raised, to a still higher level. Ancl that ts the need, of .the

hour, to fully mobilise the l_rnıne ns e forces of the wor].d. tıad.e
unlon novement tn the stıuggle for tbe d.efence of workersı
interests, for peace and socia1 progress.
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